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tingent  expenses.     This,  truly,  is  an  enormous  profit! 
Out  of  thirteen  millions  and  upwards,^  they  have  left  to 
themselves  about  half  a  million;  an(f  out  of  that,  have 
to  keep  up  all  the  machine|^,  and  pay  all  other  contin- 
gent expenses.'     If  these  facts  be  true,  and  I  have  never 
met  with  the  man  that  dared  question  them,  I  thinW  it  is 
time  for  j^entlemen  to  cease  their  slang  about  extrava- 
gant profits.     I  think  the  great  profit  consists  in  making 
our  country  independent  of  foreign  Powers,  and  in  giving 
employment  to  so  many  industrious  citizens,  and  furnishing 
such  a  steady  market  for  the  produce  of  our  farmers.  I 
might  as  well,  while  on  tliis  subject,  make  a  remark  in 
reply  to  the  member  from  my  State,  [Mr.  Polx,]  who 
made  such  a  flourish  the  other  day  about  profits.     He 
seems  to  have  gotten  hold  of  a  few  isolated  scraps  of  tes- 
timony which,  to  me,  and  nineteen-twentieths  of  my  fel- 
low-members upon  this  floor,  have  been  locked  in  profound 
secrecy.     He,  it  seems,  has  been  permitted  to  peep  in, 
and  has  made  a  selection  of  such  scraps  as  he  fancies  will 
suit  his  own  views.     Yes,  sir,  out  of  a  maas  of  testimony 
which  we  are  told  the  oflice  of  the  public  printer,  ample 
4is  it  is,  is  not  capable  of  printing  for  us,  unless  every  thmg 
else  be  laid  aside,  the  member  from  my  State  has  the 
hardened  effrontery  to  stand  up  here,  and  read  to  us  a 
few  miserable,  meagre,  scraps  of  his  own  culling,  from- 
his  hu^e  bundle,  while  the   balance  is  withheld  {  and  in 
this  vamglorious  flourish  he  fancied  he  had  made  us  <<  flut- 
ter"— at  least  he  said  so.  Now  I  confess  I  was  "  fluttered" 
into  a  laugh,  to  see  a  man  so  despicably  weak,  as  to  be- 
lieve that  the  scraps  of  testimony  which  he  had  pillaged, 
would  have  the  least  weight  with  any  member  on  this 
floor.    The  member  discoursed  about  *•  profits,"  as  if  he 
knew  either  head  or  tail  of  the  subject. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Arkold,  I  have  just  two  ideas  on  this 
subject  of  profit,  which  I  wiah  to  suggest  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  member  talks  about  forty  per  cent.,  and 
thirty-three  percent.  &c.,  and  argues  that  the  business 
ought  to  be  put  down  and  destroyed,  because  it  yields 
this  enormous  profit,  as  he  calls  it.  Now,  1  am  told  by 
gentlemen  who  know  all  about  this  business  of  profit, 
that  the  member  is^^lly  mistaken  in  his  facts  ;  but,  for 
the  sake  of  the  argufbent,  I  am  willing  to  admit  his  facts. 
In  what  attitude,  then,  wilt  the  member  h^ placed?  Why, 
sir,  in  what  I  should  consider  a  very  unenviable  attitude. 
He  will  be  exh^bited  as  striving  to  put  down  an  employ- 
ment which  gives  to  those  who  pursue  it  a  profit  of  forty 
per  cent. ;  and^he  great  profit  is  the  reason  which  he  as- 
signs for  wisliing  to  destroy  it.  This  system  of  political 
ethics  is  wholly  inexplicable  to  me.  The  very  reason 
given  by  the  member  for  desiringf-its  destruction,  is  the 
very  reason  that  makes  me  desirous  of  building  it  up,  and 
placing  it  upon  a  permanent  basis.  Is  this  profitable  em- 
ployment confined  to  any  section  of  the  country,  or  to  any 
class  of  citizens?  1  take  it  upon  myself  to  say  here,  in 
my  place,  that  it  is  not;  but  that  it  is  open  t«  every  sec- 
tion and  to  every  class.  Every  man  in  the  United  States 
is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  pursue  this  business,  and  every 
man  will  receive  exactly  the  very  same  protection  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  How,  then,  sir,  is  this  law  un- 
equal and  oppressive  ? 

But  one  other  view  of  this  subject  proves  conclusively 
to  my  mind  that  it  is  not  so  profitable  as  the  member  pre- 
tends to  think.  It  is  this:  If  it  were  so  profitable,  yield- 
ing to  those  engaged  in  it  40  per  cent,  we  should  not 
find  capital  so  slow  to  enter  it;  but,  sir,  we  should  see 
a  general  rush  into  the  business.  I  am  told  by  several 
gentlemen,  that  plenty  of  money  can  be  hired  at  fvre 
per  cent.  Capital  is  like  water;  it  will  level  itself.  And 
it  is  idle  to  tell  me,  that,  in  a  country  where  you  can  ob- 
tain capital  at  five  per  cent.,  any  branch  of  business  can 
go  on  long  making  40  per  cent.  The  capUal  invested 
in  the  less  profitable  employment  will  as  mevitably  seek 
the  more  profitable,  as  that  water  will  ruir  down  an  in- 
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dined  plane.  Sir,  it  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
so.  Any  other  course  would  be  in  direct  confliet  with 
all  laws,  moral  and  physical.  I  repeat,  the  idea  that  « 
business  is  so  very  profitable,  is  palpably  contradicted  by 
the  fact,  that  idle  capital,  or  capital  vested  at  a  very  sman 
profit,  lies  thick  around,  and  refuses  to  enter  into  thii 
business.  ^ 

The  next  branch  of  domestic  industry  to  which  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee,  is  the  tnanufacture  oif 
hats.  And  this,  sir,  brings  to  mind  a  part  of  the  speeeli 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Gebi^a  [Mr. 
Wildk]  made  the  other  evening.  Whenever  the  subject 
of  hats  or  wool  is  mentioned  for  some  time  to  come,  I 
shall  think  of  that  speech.  l*he  gentleman  was  quite  dis- 
cursive, and  full  of  variety.  The  manner  in  which  he  con- 
nected the  hatting  business  or  wool-dealing,  with  certain 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  was  not  the  least  unaccountable 
part  of  this  most  unaccountable  speech. 

The  gentleman  commenced  this  part  of  his  argument  . 
by  telling  us  that  there  were  certain  anonymous  letter 
writers  from  this  place  to  various  points  of  the  compan; 
that  these  letter  writers,  generally,  were  not  to  be  relied 
on;  but,  nevertheless,  they  did  sometimes,  by  accident  or 
design,  hit  upon  the  truth.     He  said,  one  of  these  letter 
writers  had  stated  it  as  a  fact,  that  Governor  Marcy  had 
given  orders  to  the  friends  of  the  Vice  President  elect, 
more  commonly  known  on  this  floor  by  the  title  of  •*  The! 
Regency  men,"  that  they  must  \^o  against  th6  present  bill. 
The  gentleman  said  he  did  not  believe  one  word  of  this, 
but  in  the  very  next  breath  he  alluded  to  the  fiict  that  - 
Governor  Marcy  was  a  family  connexion  of  a  gentleman 
in  Albany  who  was  an  extensive  dealer  in  wool:  [I  under- 
8tan4  Governor  Marcy's  father-in-law  is  a  hatter  by  trade, 
and,  C  suppose,  this  is  the  way  in  which  he  becomes  a 
wool  dealer.]    Jam  not  acquainted  wit  hlhe  gentleman 
fi'om  Georgia  further  than  to  know  him  when  I  see  him. 
fn  passing  we  sometimes  speak,  and  sometimes  do  not. 
But  my  friends  ha^  taught  me  to  believe  that  he  was  a 
gentleman,  a  man  of  handsome  acquirements,  and  poa- 
sessed  great  frankness,  a  high  sense  of  honor,  and  an  am- 
ple stock  of  good  feeling.     Sir,  he  may  be  a  gentleman. 
I  do  not  know  myself  very  well  what  are  the  component 
parts  of  a  gentleman;  but,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  I  do  fiot 
think,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  that  he  displayed  an 
overstock  of  candor.     Let  us  analyze  him  a  little  on  this 
subject,  and  see  how  he  will  look  when  taken  to  pieces. 
He  tokl  us  that  these  letter  writers,  with  a  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, were  not  to  be  relied  on;  but  he  made  a  quota- 
tion from  one  of  those  letter  writers.     Now  I  ask,  sir,  if 
a  candid  man  would  have  made  a  quotation  from  that 
which  he  believed  hinwelf  to  be  false?  I  think  every  can- 
did man  must  answer  in  the  negative.      But^this  the 
honorable  gentleman  did  do  in  the  face  of  this  House;  he 
quoted  from  one  of  these  letter  writers,  and  told  us  that 
he  believed  the  quotation  was  a  fiilsehood.    But  he  im- 
mediately goes  on  to  state  another  fact  in  connexion, 
which  shows  that  he  himself  either  believed  the  letter 
writer,  or  wished  to  make  others  believe  him.      This, 
then,  is  a  specimen  of  the  gentleman's  candor,  and  I  must 
do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  th^  supply  of  candor  in  his 
speech  is  about  as  ample  as  he  imagines  truth  to  be  among 
the  letter  writers. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  see  how  his  honor  will  compare  with 
his  candor. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  seems  to  think  he  has 
a  claim  upon  the  regency  men,  as  they  are  called  here, 
and  demands  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  present  bill,  upon 
the  score  of  gratitude;  but  for  fear,  I  suppose,  that  bis 
claim  of  gratitude  will  not  be  sufAcient,  he  holds  out  a 
menace,  of  which  I  will  say  more  anon.  What  estimate 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  puts  upon  the  character  of 
the  members  who  were  specially  alluded  to  by  him,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  determine;  I  will  leaye  that  to  be  set- 


1315 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1316 


H.  or  R.] 


2%€  Thriff  BUI. 


[Jiif.  24>  1833. 


tied  by  him  and  them.  But  I  will  say  that,  before  I  could 
venture  to  make  such  an  appeal,  an  appeal  so  direct,  so 
personal,  so  gross,  that  every  honorable  man  who  heard 
It  must  have  oeen  shocked  and  disgusted;  I  say,  sir,  be- 
fore I  could  venture  to  make^such  an  appeal  to  any  mem- 
ber upon  this  floor,  I  must  consider  him  a  spaniel  with  a 
collar  around  his  neck.  Sir,  what  did  the  gentleman  say? 
I  will  not  pretend  to  repeat  his  words,  but  his  allusions 
were  so  direct  and  palpable  that  there  was  not  a  member 
upon  this  floor  that  did  not  understand  them.     He  ap- 

Sealed  to  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  expressly  as  partisans; 
e  reminded  them' of  services  which  had  been  rendered 
to  their  friends;  he  called  to  their  recollection  many  votes, 
vhere,  as  a  partisan,  he  had  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  them;  he  even  went  so  far  as  to  enumerate  the  mise- 
rable and  cQntemptible  Wiscasset  case,  and  declared  that, 
as  a  partisan,  even  on  that  occasion  he  had  voted  with 
th^m.     Now,  sir,  wc  are  to  understand  the  honorable 

gentleman — he  himself  so  intends  we  shall  understand 
im — that  his  vote  was  given,  on  all  the  occasions  refer- 
red to,  as  a  mere  partisan,  without  regard  to  principle. 
He  now  asks  his  reward;  he  now  calls  upon  the  regency 
men  here  to  vote  for  this  bill  as  partisans,  and  thus,  by 

Sarty  votes,  without  regard  to  principle,  to  sacrifice  the 
earest  and  most  vital  interests  of  their  constituents;  he 
tells  them  that  they  can  pass  this  bill  if  they  will,  and  he 
holds  them  responsible  for  its  failure;  he  broadly  intimates 
to  them  that  if  they  expect  their  friend  [Mr.  Van  Jluren] 
to  get  any  votes  in  the  South  for  the  Presidency,  they 
must  join  with  the  South  in  destroying  the  system  of  do- 
mestic industry.  Sir,  if  these  things  had  been  reported 
to  me,  I  should  have'been  incredulous  to  them;  but  I  saw 
with  my  own  eyes  the  orator  who  spoke,  and  heard  with 
my  own  ears  the  words  spoken.  But  enough  of  this  un- 
pleasant subject  for  the  present;  I  will  commence  the 
nat-maldng  business  again. 
**  The  home  consumption  of  hats  made  in 

the  Unitdd  SUtes  is,  per  annum,  equal  to   $10,000,000 
Exported,    -  -  -  .  -  500,000 


$10,500,000 
Say  ten  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  the  an- 
nual value  of  the  manufacture  of  hats. 

<'And,  on  the  information  of  practical  men,  extensively 
engaged  in  this  business,  they  have  reached  the  conclu- 
■ion  that  eighteen  thousand  persons  are  directly  employed 
in  this  business,  viz. 

15,000  men  and  boys, 
3,006  women. 


18,000 
•'Who  i-ccejve,  in  money  paid  for  their  labor,  the  sum 
of  fouf  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year; 
$4,200,000. 

^  '*  The  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of  hats  con- 
sist of  wool  of  various  qualities,  and  of  furs,  which  are  of 
domestic  and  foreign  production ;  also  gums  shellac  and 
seedlac,  glue,  sulphuric  and  nitric  acids,  copperas,  ver- 
digris, and  dye-woods;  with  trimmings  of  leather,  cloth, 
and  silk,  of  foreign  or  domestic  manufacture. 

**  It  is  now  about  thirty  years  since  the  first  duty  was 
laid  on  imported  hats;  and,  since  that  time,  (that  the  do- 
mestic manufacture  might  be  encouraged,  and  thereby 
established)  the  original  duty  has  been  considerably  in- 
creased, by  which  American  hatters  were  first  enabled  to 
make  a  stand  against  foreign  manufacturers,  and  finally  to 
drive  them  out  of  £he  market,  by  furnishing  better  and 
cheaper  hats  than  the  people  of  the  United  States  had 
been  supplied  with,  before  an  adequate  protection  was 
afforded  in  the  duty  levied  on  hats;  the  exports  of  which 
now  make  a  handsome  item  in  the  treasury  statements. 
A  foreign  hat  is  rarely  seen  in  our  country,  except  in  the 
use  of  persons  just  arrived  from  foreign  places,  because 


of  the  imposing  fsct,  that  American  hats,  regard  beings 
had  to  tlieir  quality,  are  manufactured  at  a  less  price  than 
must  be  paid  for  tftem  elsewhere.  Such  are  the  results 
of  protection  extended  to  the^hatters  of  the  United  States^ 
that  it  directly  employs  eighteen  thousand  persons,  who 
earn  irf^ages  four  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars* 
or,  at  an  average  of  nearly  two  hundred  an<l  forty  dollars 
for  every  person,  per  annum,  and  subsists,  in  the  whole, 
from  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  individuals;  and  all>this» 
while  the  consumer  receives  a  better  article  at  a  reduced 
price. 

*'  But,  to  guard  against  foreign  speculators,  and  exces- 
sive supplies  of  foreign  bats,  your  committee  consider  it 
essential  to  the  interests  of  American  consumei'S  as  well 
as  manufacturers  of  hats,  that  the  present  duty  should  be 
fully  maintained.  Though  not  very  high  in  its  amount, 
it  is  effective  in  its  operation,  and  the  consequences  have 
been  as  just  stated;  the  principle  of  which  your  commit- 
tee believe  is  equally  applicable  to  other  important 
branches  of  domestic  industry.  But  do  away  that  protec- 
tion, and  the  irregularity  of  the  home  market  would 
throw  thousands  of  hatters  out  of  employment,  who,  with 
their  families,  are  now  comfortably  subsisted  by  the  labor 
of  their  hands. 

*'The  cohimittee  would,  in  conclusion,  remark,  that 
the  duty  on  foreign  wool  (which  is  extensively  used  by 
them,  certain  kinds  being  much  better  fitted  for  the  ma- 
nufacture of  hats  than  our  own)  is  equal  to  ^xty-five  per 
cent,  on  its  cost,  while  the  duty  on  hats  is  only  -thirty  per 
cent.,  and  the  excess  duty  on  wool,  so  far  as  it  g^es,  has 
an  injurious  effect;  they,  therefore,  would  suggest  such 
increase  of  duty  on  hats,  and  especially  hat  bodies  or  hat 
felts,  made  in  whole  or  in  part  of  wool,  as  may  meet  the 
duty  imposed  on  the  material  used,  which  they  believe 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  American  people  in  gene- 
ral. 

<*  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
•^<CLARKSON  CROLIUS,  Chairman. 
**  The  manufacture  of  caps  is  also  a  very  extensive  and 
important  interest  in  the  United  States.  There  is  one 
factory  at  Albany,  which,  in  dressing. and  preparing  furs 
and  skins,  and  in  the  making  of  caps,  employs  about  sis 
hundred  persons,  on  an  average,  throughout  the  year, 
and  pays  out  two  thousand  dollars  in  weekly  wages,  or 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  lal^or  only. 
There  are  two  or  three  other  factories  of  such  articles  at 
Albany,  and  several  in  other  places.  The  whole  value 
of  the  manufacture  of  hats  and  caps  in  the  United  States 
(for  men*s  wear)  may  be  put  down  as  equal  to  about 
$15,000,000,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  a  year.  [Perma- 
nent committee.]*' 

The  next  subject,  sir,  to  which  I  will  invite  the  com- 
mittee is  that  of  salt.  I  have  heard  some  demagogues 
make  a  g^eat  outcry  about  the  oppressive  duty  on  salt.  I 
have  had  occasion  befpre  now  to  examine  this  question  of 
duty  on  tliis  article  of  universal  consumption,  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  amount  of  duty  has  very 
little  to  do  with  the  price  to  the  consumer.  If  it  makes 
any  difference,  it  is  in  favor  of  the  consumer. 

In  confirmation  of  what  I  here  state,  I  submit  the  fol- 
lowing well  authenticated  facts,  which  have  not,  and  I 
presume  cannot,  be  controverted  or  denied.  By  these 
statements,  it  is  shown  most  clearly,  that  if  the  duty  on 
salt  has  any  effect,  it  is  to  reduce  the  price  to  the  con- 
sumer. Gentlemen  ask,  how  is  this  posnble.'  I  say, 
the  fact  is  so;* and,  with  me,  an  ounce  of  fact  is  worth  a 
pound  of  theory.  But  I  think  the  reason  why  the  fact  is 
so,  is  very  palpable.  When  you  take  the  duty  entirely 
off,  or  so  reduce  it  as  to  let  in  the  foreign  article,  the  fo- 
reign importers  make  an  effort,  and  throw  into  our  market 
vast  quantities  of  salt,  even  sometimes  at  a  great  sacrifice, 
for  the  purpose  of  breaking  our  salt  factories  down.  When 
the  duty  is  li|lit,  this  they  are  certain  to  do;  but  as  soon 
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as  they  get  clear  of  the  rivalship  of  our  works,  they  then 
immediately  raise  the  price  to  the  consumer;  and  thus  in 
a  stioi*t  time  repair  their  tosses,  in  breaking*  our  establish- 
ments down.  We;  in  all  such  instances,  in  the  end,  pay 
the  price  of  destroying  our  owa  citizens.  But  i(  by  a 
heavy  duty  on  foreign  salt,  we  even  raise  the  price  for  a 
time,  the  profit  of  the  business  induces  men  of  capital  to 
embark  in  it.  The  more  profitable,  the  more  will  go  into 
tlie  business;  and  thus,  by  an  active  honi^  competition, 
the  article  is  furnished  to  the  consumer  at  as  low  a  price 
as  it  possibly  can  be  manufactured  for;  and,  in  the  long 
run,  we  find  we  can  always  get  it  cheaper  than  we  can 
from  the  foreign  importer  af\er  our* salt  works  are  bro- 
ken down.  Mr.  Jefferson  said  that  we  ought  to  encou- 
rage our  own  citizens  against  foreigners,  without  regard  to 
price.  I  think  every  true  American  would  be  willing  to 
make  a  small  sacrifice  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  a 
great  and  permanent  system,  which  would  make  his  coun- 
\YS  independent  at  alfr  times,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
of  foreign  Powers;  and  particularly  when  he  sees  and 
knows  that  that  system,  if  not  at  once,  will,  in  a  short 
time,  give  him  a  better  and  a  cheaper  article  than  he  gets 
from  the  foreigner. 

From  1807  until  1813,  there  was  no  duty  on  salt  at  all. 
During  this  period,  the  price  varied  from  fifty  to  fifty -five 
cents.  In  1813,  a  duty  of  twenty  cents  was  levied.  This 
duty  remained  until  1830,  at  which  time,  such  was  the 
domestic  competition,  it  sold  from  forty-five  to  forty-seven 
cents,  considerably  lower  than  when  there  was  no  duty  at 
all.  In  1831,  the  duty  was  reduced  to  fifteen  cents,  and 
the  price  of  the  article  was  immediately  raised  tothecon- 
smner  to  fifty  cents;  making  to  the  consumer  a  clear  loss 
of  five  cents  per  bushel,  and  to  the  British  impoKer  a 
clear  gain  of  ten.  Facts  are  stubborn  things;  and  these 
are  facts  that  no  man  can  or  dare  dispute. 

During  the  late  war,  salt  sold  in  Baltimore  as  high  as  six 
dollars  per  bushel«  Our  suffering  during  the  late  war  for 
this  most  essential  article  taught  us  the  folly  of  depending 
upon  foreigners  for  this  essential  necessary  of  life;  and  all 
hands  said  then,  we  have  an  abundance  of  materiids  with- 
in ourselves,  and  we  will  manufacture  for  ourselves;  for, 
said  they,  we  never  have  an  assurance  how  long  peace 
will  last,  and  whenever  war  comes,  why  then  this  foreign 
supply  of  salt,  as  well  as  of  every  thing  else,  is  complete- 
ly cut  off,  and  we  are  left  perfectly  destitute.  But  it 
seems,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  have  yrtry  nearly  forgotten 
the  salutary  lessons  of  the  late  war,  and,  like  the  sow,  we 
are  ready  to  return  to  the  wallow. 

I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  committee  some  most  inte- 
resting details  on  the  manufacture  of  salt. 

The  importations  of  1831  are  estimated  at  about  five 
and  a  half  millions  of  bushels.  By  comparing  the  present 
price  of  sail  with  a  duty  of  ten  cents  per  bushel,  it  will 
clearly  be  seen  that  the  consumer  was  supplied  with  this 
important  and  necessary  article  of  consumption,  taking 
the  years  1828  to  1830,  at  fifty  cents,  when  the  duty  was 
twenty  cents  per  bushel.  By  the  prices  current  of  the 
present  year,  at  a  duty  of  ten  cents,  the  consumer  will  pay 
an  advance  of  twenty  per  cejit.  This  establishes  one 
plain  fact,  that,  instead  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt 
supplying  the  citizens  of  tlic  United  States  at  a  lower  rate, 
it  has  bad  the  effect,  from  the  vacillating  policy  of  the 
Government,  to  discourage  the  necessary  exertions  of 
those  who^  are  concerned  in  this  important  branch  of 
American  industry,  which,  of  course,  has  produced  the 
difference  in  price.  Your  committee  think  they  hazard 
nothing  in  saying,  that  if  the  duty  on  salt  were  entirely 
taken  off,  the  price  would  increase,  in  the  ratio  of  the  pre- 
.  sent  year,  to  at  least  seventy -four  cents  per  bushel,  as  ia 
former  years,  when  no  duty  existed. 

As  a  source  of  revenue,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
domestic  manufacture,  the  first  Congress  which  assembled 
under  our  present  constitution  were  induced,  on  the  20th 


of  July,  1789,  to  pass  an  act  imposing  a  duty  of  nx  cents 
per  bushel  on  salt  imported  into  these  United  States.  At 
th^  next  session,  1790,  it  was  increased  to  twelve  cents 
per  bushel. 

These  enactments  operated  as  a  bounty  for  individual 
enterprise,  not,  however,  in  the  estimation  of  Congress, 
equal  to  the  hazard  of  investment.  In  1797,  the  duty  on 
foreign  salt  was  augmented  to  twenty  cents'  per  bu&el. 
This  proved  insufficient  to  call  forth  the  capital  and  enter- 
prise of  our  citizens:  necessity  seemed  to  require  that 
Congress  should  act  on  every  article  that  appeared  to  lan- 
guish under  what  was  then  called  a  protecting  duty .  De- 
spairing of  its  ultimate  success,  on  the  3d  MarcH,  1807, 
salt  was  declared  free  of  duty  from  and  after  the  1st  of 
January,  1808.  This  continued  until  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1814.  During  these  years,  salt  ranged  from  fifty 
to  one  hundred  cents  per  bushel,  higher  than  at  any  other 
period  from  or  since  the  formation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, (the  period  of  the  war  excepted.)  It  mav  be 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  same  act  which  renewed  the 
duty  for  the  encouragement  of  our  own  manufactories  of  salt 
gave  the  bounty  or  drawback  on  the  fisheries.  The  war 
of  a  second  independence  brought  forth  the  energies  of 
the  country,  and,  from  the  close  of  that  struggle  down  to 
the  repeal  of  the  last  act  laying  a  duty  on  salt,  it  ranged 
lower  than  at  any  other  period  since  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution. 

The  Permanent  Committee  believe  that  some  additional 
statements  concerning  the  manufacture  of  salt  may  be 
useful. 

A  petition  to  Congress,  on  behalf  of  the  manufacturers 
of  salt,  in  the  county  of  Kanawha,  Virginia,  signed  Lewis 
Summers,  Joel  Shrewsbury,  sen.,  Lewis  Ruffner,  James 
Bream,  Joseph  Lovell,  A.  Donnally,  and  Isaac  Noyes, 
dated  9th  of  January,  1828,  and  published  by  order  of 
the  Senate,  January  31,  1828,  stated,  among  others,  the 
following  facts,  which  are  briefly  condensed  for  common 
reference. 

In  the  eariy  settlements  of  tlie  Western  country,  salt 
was  as  high  as  five  dollars  per  bushel,  and  for  sevend 
ypars  it  fluctuated  from  two  to  three  dollars;  but  the 
works  at  Kanawha  being  commenced,  it  fell  to  one  dollar. 
And  even  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  such 
was  the  domestic  competition,  that  it  averaged  less  than 
eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents,  though  selling  at  five  or  mx 
dollars  on  the  seaboard.  In  some  instances  it  rose  to  one 
dollar,  (at  the  works,)  because  of  the  great  demand  for 
the  Northwestern  army,  and  the  operations  of  speculators; 
but  increased  production  enabled  the  manufacturers  to 
extend  their  supplies  to  new  customers,  and  considerably 
checked  a  general  increase  in  price.  At  that  time  twelve 
thousand  bushels  were  made  weekly  at  Kanawha. 

Since  this  period  the  salt  works  in  the  Western  coun- 
try have  been  much  increased;  and  so  great  was  the  com- 
petition, and  large  the  supply,  that  salt  was  sold  as  low  as 
fifteen  or  twenty  cents  per  bushel,  in  casks  ready  for  ship- 
ping, in  1825;  and  in  1826,  even  at  twelve  and  a  half 
cents.  This  necessarily  caused  a  stoppage  of  many  of  the 
works.  There  were  sixty-one  wells  of  a  capacity  to  sup- 
ply one  hundred  furnaces,  but  only  fifty-six  were  in  ope- 
ration. The  average  price  of  1827  is  stated  to  have  been 
twenW-four  and  a  ouarter  cents;  and  the  actual  cost  of 
manufacturing,  including  barrelling,  &c.  nineteen  and  a 
half  cents.  The  salt  made  was  787,000  bushels,  employ- 
ing four  hundred  and  seventy-one  regular  laborers,  using 
1 ,695,000  bushels  of  coal  in  the  evaporation  of  6^000,0^0 
gallons  of  water.  The  capital  employed  was  estimated  at 
548,000  dollars,  and  the  agricultural  products  annually 
consumed  by  the  working  people  valued  at  47,600  dol- 
lar?, using  24^  tons  of  wrought  iron  and  100  J  tons  of  cast 
iron,  paying  ibr  mechanics'  bills  7,950  dollars  a  year. 
We  recite  these  particulars  to  show  how  one  branch'  of 
industry  interlocks  itself  with  others.   And  further  should 
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be  added  the  labor  and  cost  of  transportation,  in  making 
barrels,*  and  building  wagons,  boats,  &c.  employing  many 
and  various  other  persons.  In  this  petition,  the  whoTe 
products  of  the  salt  works  ofthe  United  States,  for  1827, 
were.eatimated  at  4,113,000  bushels,  one-half  of  which 
.  were  in  the  Western  country.  By  tlie  returns  of  the  mar- 
abah  in  1810,  the  quantity  of  home  made  salt  reported 
was  1,238,365  bushels,  worth  1,149,725  dolUfs,  or  almost 
one  dollar  a  bushel  in  that  year,  when  there  was  no  duty^ 
on  salt)  and  it  will  appear  that  the  duty  Iras  not  had  any 
apparent  effect  on  prices,  nor  do  we  believe  that  it  has 
bad  any  real  one}  for  a  brink  domestic  competition  acts 
against  the  foreign  supply,  and  reduces  cost  to  consum- 
acsf  and  so  it  has  been  in  respect  to  every  class  of  pro- 
tected articles. 

Of  the  4,564,720  bushels  imported  in  1826,  no  less  than 
3,533,796  bushels  were  from  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies, 2,354^549  from  England  direct. 

The  petition  above  referred  to  contains  some  powerful 
veasoning  against  the  then  apprehended  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  salt;  but  the  Permanent  Committee  believe  that 
their  present  business  is  confined  to  the  facts  as  stated, 
and  do  not  wish  to  pass  from  them  into  argument  just  now. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  1830,  the  salt  manufacturers  of 
Kanawha  again  petitioned  Congress  for  a  restoration  of 
the  duty  on  salt.f  They  estimated  the  capital  vested  in 
this  manufacture  at  6,964,988  dollars,  and  showed  the 
capacity  of  the  United  States  to  increase  domestic  siip- 
pUesi  they  computed  that  3,653  persons  were  directly 
employed  in  the  business,^  who,  among  a  multitude  of 
■uppliea  from  the  farmer,  required  about  600  tons  of  iron 
annually.  They  state  a  fuct  of  ordinary  occurrence, 
though  seldom  sufficiently  noticed  by  political  economists 
and  statesmen,  that,  on  a  failure  of  supplies  from  Kana- 
wha, (which  bad  kept  down  the  prices  at  from  forty-five 
to  fifty  cents,)  foreign  salt,  at  Cincinnati  and  Louisville, 
immediately  advanc^  to  seventy-five  cents.  But  the  ex- 
traordinary exertions  of  the  Virginia  manufacturers,  sti- 
mulated by  the  high  price,  soon  brought  it  down  again. 
They  sa^  that  the  protection  given  to  domestic  salt  has 
Jlbt  dimmished  the  foreign  trade  in  the  article,  as  the 
tables  show.  Its  chief  effect  has  been  to  reduce  the 
price  of  salt,  the  diminished  price  being  the  loss  or 
profit  to  foreign  manufacturers.  A  large  part  of  the 
•alt  brought  to  the  United  States  is  imported  in  lieu  of 
ballast.  The  price  of  iron,  salt,  or  molasses,  for  ex- 
ample, has  never  risen,  unless  for  a  moment,  because 
of  higher  duties  imposedi  nor  tHe  price  of  molasses,  salt, 
or  o(Mfee,  permanently  declined,  because  that  the  duties 
have  been  lessened.  Practical  results  are  decidedly  against 
the  theory  that  duties  must  needs  be  **  taxes."  It  is  the 
lo{ce  of  the  domestic  competition  which  settles  that  ques- 
tion, as  is  fiilly  shown  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
tiie  manufactures  of  iron;  and  other  fkcts  known  to  every 
man  of  business  wlio  has  examined  the  subject. 

A  memorial  to  Congress,  from  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Massachusetts,  pubjiahed  by  order^of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, January  23,  1827,  presents  the  following 

That,  durinf^  the  revolutiotmry  war,  salt  was  sold  for 
Area  or  four  silver  dollars  per  bu»he1;  that,  hfter  the  war, 
tbe  manufacture  increased  until  the  duty  was  taken  off, 
but  the  State  of 'Massachusetts,  (recollecting  "  revolu- 
tionary sufferings,**)  to  aid  the  manufacturers,  cjtempted 
the  salt  factories  from  taxation.'  In  1813,  the  duty  of 
twenty  cents  per  bushel  being  laid,  the  manufacture  re- 
▼ived,  and  became  extensive;  great  improvements  being 
made  in  it,  to  save  labor  as  well  as  advance  the  quality  of 
the  article.     The  water  is  pumped  into  vats  from  the 


ocean;  and  the  vats  are  covered,  to  avoid  the  eflTeet  of 
rains,  or  of  dews  at  night.  In  Barnstable  county,  only, 
there  were  tlien  15,000,000  feet  of  such  vats,  worth' 
1,300,000  dollars,  and  having  more  than  1,000  owners. 
The  price  of  salt,  which  had  been  as  high  as  sixty  cents, 
having  fallen  to  thirty-three  cents  at  the  works,  the  com- 
petition between  the  domestic  and  the  foreign  supply,  in 
the  language  of  the  memorialists,  became  "severe,"  and 
they  asked  CoBgress  <*  what  good  reason  there  could  be 
for  destroying  their  only  manufacture.^" 
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•  130,000  tmrrelt,  cosUny  g32,000,  were  required . 

T  A*^  ^'i*!  ■  F'^P^«*»*«  wt"  having  p«Med  lo  reduce  it. 
t  iB'T  »nd  their  Ikmiliei  were  ettiroatr^i  at  14,6U  penons  tult  i*t 
inf  bf  ihemaiiufketureoriaU.  >       r  i  | 


MISCELLAITKOUS  ITBJCS.  » 

In  the  year  endiniyi^fovember,  1828,  1,160,000  busTieTa 
of  salt  were  made  at  Sulina,  Syracuse,  Gcddes,  and  Liver- 
pool, in  the  State  of  New  York.  This  paitl  a  revenue  to 
the  State  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  bushel,  and  left 
a  clear  profit  for  the  year  of  #138,620. 

From  March,  1827,  to  Juno,  1829,  the  monthly  product 
of  salt  at  Kanawh.n  w.is  75,000  bushels,  inspected. 

In  1829,  the  KisHiminfetas  salt  works,  in  Pennsylvania, 
employed  two  hundred  road  wagons. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1831,  there  were  17,545»- 
760  square  feet  of  s.i1t  works  in  Massachusetts. 

The  following  brief  notices  of  the  salines  on  the  Kana- 
wha,  as  generally  applicable  to  those  west  of  the  nnoun- 
tains,  are  interesting: 

At  the  point  where  the  salt  factories  are  estabfished, 
the  Kenawha  river  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
wide.  The  **  salt  region"  extends  fifteen  miles  along  the 
river,  and  the  quantity  of  salt  manufactured  may  be  ex- 
tended to  an  indefinite  amount. 

The  salt  water  is  obtained  by  boring  through  a  great 
rock,  tu  the  depth  of  from  300  to  500  feet.  Copper  or 
tin  tubes  arc  introduced  to  keep  out  the  fre&h  water 
which  lies  above  the  salt;  and  the  latter  rises  as  high  as 
the  surface  of  the  adjoining  ri\'er,  though  all  communica- 
tion with  it  is  cut  off.  The  salt  water  is  then  raised  to  tbe 
top  of  the  b:«nk  of  the  river,  about  forty  feet,  by  forcings 
pumps,  and  conveyed  to  the  furnaces  as  required.  Bitu- 
minous coal  abounds  on  the  spot,  and  is  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  evaporating  the  water.  Some  of  the  salt  water 
thus  obtained  is  so  strong  that  it  will  hold  very  little  more 
salt  in  solution. 

These  works,  at  present,  employ  about  eight  hundred 
men,  as  salt-makers,  coopers,  boat  builders,  &c.  The 
average  price  of  salt  has  hardly  exceeded  30  or  35  .cents 
per  bushel,  at  them.  By  means  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad,  and  other  channels  of  cheap  ti*ansporta- 
tion,  supplies  of  salt  may  be  obtained  from  the  West  in 
future  emergencies,  such  as  happened  in  the  last  war. 

I'he  Kanawha  salt  is  purer  than  the  Liverpool. 

PRICKS  OF  SALT  AT  BALTIMOIIK. 

March  27,  1830.  ^pril  19,  IS31.  Dec,  9,  1831 

Duty  20  cents.  Duty  15  cents.  Duty  15  ct^. 

Turk's  Island,  45  to  47  50                     53 

St.  Ubes,          44  to  45  none                  53 

Cadiz,                40  to  41  ^3  to  43            none 

Lisbon,               43  to  44  43             none 

Liverpool  (gr.)     40  not  quoted               40 

"     (sac'-)  205  to  212  -  200  to  215            200 

The  fishing  busincFS, in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake 
failed  last  year,  and  there  was  some  excitement,  because 
of  the  stock  of  salt  on  hand,  and  its  anticipated  fall  in 
price,  on  account  of  the  reduced  duty  to  take  place  on 
the  Ist  Januaiy  last;  but  the  salt  in  the  hands  of  the  fish- 
ermen rather  made  a  profit  than  a  los%  when  the  duty 
retired  five  cents  a  bushel!  And  now,  (Dec.  9,)  we  see, 
that  though  the  duty  will  be  only  ton  cents  on  the  1st  of 
next  month,  the  price  of  Turk's  Island  salt  is  six  cents 
higher  than  it  was  in  March,  1830,  when  the  duty  was  20 
cents,  and  three  cents  higlier  than  when  the  duty  was  15 
cents,  which  duty  will  be  only  10  cents  three  weeks  hence. 
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There  has  been  a  smaH  decline  in  the  prioe  of  Liverpool 
■alt,  in  sacks  of  four  busbel",  since  March,  1830y  but  all 
other  suits  show  no  other  change  since  that  time,  except 
against  consumers.* 


SUGiR. 


The  nest  subject  to  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of 
the  eominittee,  is  the  manufacture  of  suf^ar.  Sir,  it  is  pro* 
posed  by  this  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sugar  one-half 
cent  per  pound.  This  looks  like  a  smalt  sum  when  we 
advert  only  to  the  duty  on  one  poundi  but  when  we  come 
to  apply  it  to  millions,  it  becomes  a  question  of  vast  im- 
portancet  and,  as  my  honorable  ftiend  from  Louisiana 
[Mr.  Whits]  said  the  other  day,  tr^re  is  no  tellin^T  what 
may  be  its  effect;  they  may  be  able  to  go  on;*they  may 
be  overwhelmed  with  ruin  by  it.  The  manufacture  of 
sugar,  I  have  been  of^en  told  by  gentlemen  familiar  ivllh 
that  subject,  yields  a  very  precarious  and  uncertain  pro- 
fit. Its  success  depends  upon  many  c':rcumstances,  about 
which  it  is  impossible  beforehand  to  make  any  certain  cal- 
culation. Some  years  the  profits  will  be  pretty  hand- 
some; some  years  the  losses  will  be  very  severe.  But, 
sir,  I  wish  to  state  to  the  committee  the  amount  of  capital 
which  is  invested  in  this  business,  and  to  show  its  intimate 
connexion  with  other  branches  of  agriculture,  and  with 
the  agriculture  of  the  Western  States  particularly. 

It  is  stated,  upon  the  best  authority,  that  in  Louisiana 
alone  there  are  more  than  live  hundred  sugar  plantations. 
These  plantations  employ  a  capital  of  at  least  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.-  Now  let  us  see  how  this  capital  operates 
on  the  agriculture  of  the  Western  States. 

We  will  take  one  of  those  plantations,  capable,  in  a 
good  season,  of  producing  400,000  pounds  of^  sugar;  we. 
will  first  examine  the  aipount  of  capital  invested,  and  the 
manner  of  its  investment. 

The  first  item  1  find  is  land,  1 ,500  acres,  -       ;!ir5,000 

The  next  is  ninety  hands,  at  600  dollars  each,       '   54,000 


Forty  pairs  of  working  oxen,  at  $50  per  pair,  2,000 

Forty  horses,  at  $100  each,  ....  4,000 

Horizontal  sug^r  mill, 4,000 

Two  sets  of  boilers,  at  $1,500  each,        -        •  3,000 

Buildings  of  all  descriptions,           -        -        -  35,000 

Twelve  carU, 1,200 

Thirty  ploughs, 300 

All  other  utensils,  such  as  timber,  wheels,  hoes, 

spSides,  axes,  scythes,  &c.  &c.            -        •  1,500 

$170,000 


This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  cspital  upon  one  sugar  plan- 
tation, the  largest  portion  of  which  is  in  perisliable  pro- 
pef  ty,  and  is  constantly  wearing  out  and  giving  way,  and 
must  of  .necessity  be  supplied  from  the  Western  and 
Southern  States. 

The  annual  disbursements  of  this  plantation  are  estimat- 
ed at  $10,700;  and,  sir,  I  derive  these  facts  from  well 
authenticated  documents,  which  have  not  been,  aifd,  1  pre- 
sume, cannot  be,  disputed.  How,  then,  is  this  $10,700 
yearly  expended?  I  will  show  you,  sir. 
The  first  item  is  $3,000,  for  provisions,  such  as 

flour,  pork,  beef,  corn,  &c.  &c.  -        -         $3,000 

Clothing  of  all  sorts,      -        -        -  '     -        -  1,500 

Medical  attendance  and  medicine,  -        -  500 

Annual  losses  in  negroes,        -        -        -        -  1^500 

Taxes 500 

Horses  and  oxen, 1,200 

Repairs  for  building^, 700 

Ploughs,  carts,  &c. '      300 

Overseer, 1,000 

$10,700 


*  When  it  was  proposed  to  repeal  the  duty,  Mr.  Vin- 
Tox,  of  Ohio,  stated,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  that  a  reduced  duty  would  not  affect 
the  cost  to  consumers,  though  destroying  a  large  amount 
of  domestic  capital  and  employment. 

Mr.  DoBsniDOir,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  had  seen  $12 
given  in  his  country  for  a  bushel  of  aUim  salt,  and  recol- 
lected when  it  was  reduced  to  $5,  because  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  mountain  roads;  but  that  the  price  remained 
at  three  dollars  until  the  Kanawha  works  displaced  the 
foreign  article.  He  had  seen  the  time  when  twenty-four 
bushels  of  wheat  would  not  pay  for  one  of  alum  salt;  and, 
at  the  same  place,  he  had  seen  salt  so  reduced  in  price, 
that  a  barrel  of  it  would  not  pay  for  a  barrel  of  flour.  He 
supposed  that  a.bushel  of' foreign  salt  had  not  been  con- 
sumed in  more  than  half  of  his  (congressional)  district 
for  the  fifleen  preceding  years;  and  thought,  if  such  salt 
was  wholly  excluded,  the  whole  quantity  required  would 
be  furnished  without  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  referred  to  many  proceed- 
ings of  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  to  encourage  the  ma- 
nufactureof  salt,  and,  at  the  date  of  these  resolution",  he 
said  that  the  business  had  been  commenced  in  his  neigh- 
borhood, by  evaporating  sea  water.  That  the  capital  now 
vested  in  the  manufacture  in  Massachusetts  amounted  to 
1,751,576  dollars,  making,  annually,  50^^,686  bushels  of 
salt,  equal  to  ihe  best  alum,  or  Turk's  Island.  That  the 
repeal  of  the  duty  in  1807,  though  almost  i'ulnous  to  ma- 
nufacturers, rendered  only  a  small  and  temporary  benefit 
to  consumers.  That  there  were  more  than  eight  hun- 
dred small  factories  in  his  district,  whose  competition  had 
reduced  the  price  to  tliirty  cents  for  fifty -six  pounds  of 
salt,  (the  duty  being  then  twenty  cents  on  that  quantity,  \ 
and  he  estimated  the  whole  capital  employed  in  the  do- 
mestic manufacture  at  eight  millions  of  dollars. 


This,  sir,  is  the  annual  expense  of  one  of  these  planta- 
tions, distributed  among  the  farmers,  the  mechanics,  the 
horse  and  slave-driver;  and  even  the  medical  gentleman 
comes  in  for  his  share,  and  a  snug  little  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  goes  to  the  support  of  Government,  by  way 
of  taxes.     The  expense  of  one  plantation,  to  be  sure, 
does  not  make  a  very  imposing  figure;  but  let  us  see 
what  are  the  annual  expenses  of  five  hundred  plantations. 
Why,  sir,  it  is  just  the  little  sum  of  five  million  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  principally  distributed 
among  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country.     Sir,  if 
I  were  legislating  here  upon  local  principles,  looking  to 
the  immediate  interest  pf  my  constituents  alone,  without 
regard  to  the  general  prosperity  of  my  whole  country,  to 
destroy  this  interest  would  be  the  last  thing  I  should  think 
of  doing,  to  promote  theirs.     What  view  any  gentleman 
upon  this  floor  from  Tennessee;  what  view  anjr  gj^tle- 
man  here  from  the  waters  of  the  great  Mississippi,  can 
take  of  this  question,  which  will  cause  him  to  vote  for 
destroying  the  sugar  plantations,  is  passing  strange  to  me. 
We  have  great  clifficulty  in  the  West  now  in  finding  a 
market  for  our  surplus  produce;  and,  in  my  opinion,  if, 
by  our  legislation  here,  we  were  to  destroy  the  manufac- 
ture of  sugar  in  Louisiana,  the  policy  would  be  perfectly 
suicidal.     Destroy  this  system,  and  the  rich  alluvial  bot- 
toms of  the  Mississippi  will  be  at  once  converted  into 
fields  of  cotton,  corn,  and  rice,  apd  the  whole  agricultural 
community  up  the  Mississippi,  and  its  tributaries,' will  feel 
the  shock  most,  ruinously.     The  supply  of  agricultural 
products  is  already  much  greater  than  the  demand.    This 
preposterous  act  of  ours — and  gentlemen   must  excuse 
me,  for  I  cannot  call  it  by  any  name  less  offensive— instead 
of  increasing  the.  demand,  will  greatly  augment  the  sup- 
ply.    I  repeat,  sir,  that  to  me  it  is  matter  of  profound  as- 
lonishment,  that  any  man,  representing  upon  this  floor 
the  interest  of  any  poction  of  Tennessee,  should,  by  his 
vote,  paralyze  the  operations  of  the  sugar  plantations. 
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Such  a  man  must  be  manacled  in  party  politics,  and  com- 
pelled  to  subserve  the  views  of  men  rather  than  the  good 
of  his  constituents.  From  such  politicians  may  God  pre- 
serve our  country ! 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  would  be  my  coune 
if  i  were  legislating^  with  a  view  to  the  interest  of  my  con- 
stituents alone.  But,  sir,  I  am  proud  to  announce  to  the 
committee  that  I  go  against  destroying  the  sugar  planta- 
tions, upon  other  and  more  enlarged  considerations  than 
merely  because  they  beneBt  my  constituents.  I  go  against 
destroying  them,  because  they  form  a  link  in  that  chain  of 
policy  which  alone  can  make  us  independent  of  foreign 
Powers.  Destroy  these  plantations,  and  you  at  once  place 
us  at  the  mercy,  and  make  us  dependent  upon  foreign 
Powers  for  every  pound  of  this  most  essentia]  and  univer- 
sal article  of  consumption {  and  in  a  short  time  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  pay  at  least  double  what  we  have  to  pay 
now.  Sir,  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  reflect  before  they 
destroy  a  system  which  has  c^iven  us  a  better  and  a  cheaper 
article  than  we  ever  had  before.  l4*ecollect  very  distinct- 
ly when  my  constituents  had  to  give  for  common  brown 
sugar  twenty-five  cents  per  pound.  They  now  get  a 
much  superior  article  for  half  that  price .  On  these  sub- 
jects of  great  national  policy,  the  system  must  be  taken 
altogether.  The  man  who  has  to  legislate  on  them  ought 
to  be  able  to  survey  the  whole  Union,  and  see  how  it  will 
operate.  It  is  in  vain  to  legislate  to  promote  the  interest 
of  one  section  of  the  Union,  to  the  disparagement  of  aU 
others.  This  partial  and  local  system  of  legislation,  I  am 
proud  to  say,  my  constituents  do  not  desire.  They  would 
feel  the  roost  profound  contempt  for  any  man  who  pre- 
tended to  be  a  politician,  and  who  was  thus  contracted 
and  limited  in  his  views  of  policy.  They  would  laugh 
him  to  scorn^  they  would  tell  him  that,  in  their  estima- 
tion, he  occupied  in  the  political  world  the  same  station 
which  the  dry-land  terrapin  occupies  in  the  animal  world. 
Sir,  my  cons'.ituents  are  for  the  Union,  the  whole  Union; 
and  when  they  instruct  me  to  vote  to  protect  the  sugar 
manufactures  in  Louisiana,  it  is  not  because  they  are  im- 
mediately and  directly  interested  in  those  manufactures, 
but  because,  as  1  before  said,  it  is  a|>  important  link  in  the 
great  chain  of  national  policy.  For  the  same  reason,  sir, 
they  have  taught  me  to  believe  it  was  right  to  give  pro- 
tection to  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Massachusetts  is  one  member  of  our  national 
family.  She  is  the  venerable  sister  who  rocked  the  cra- 
dle of  our  independence.  I  meet  with  no  man  who  does 
not  admit  that  Massachusetts  did  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  any  State  in  the  Union,  in  achieving  that  indepen- 
dence of  which  we  all  so  proudly  boast.  Sir,  in  that  pro- 
tracted, but  glorious  struggle,  she  not  only  freely  ex- 
pended her  treasure,  but  she  consecrated  the  cause  of 
libesty,  by  pouring  out  the  blood  of  her  noblest  sons.  She 
has  been  a  great  sufferer  in  building  up  this  very  policy 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  destroy.  But  gentlemen,  in 
answer  to  all  this,  very  phlegmatically  say,  Massachusetts 
has  behaved  badly  in  latter  tt^es.  I  agree,  sir,  that,  at 
one  period  **  in  latter  times,"  she  did  put  on  a  good  many 
airs;  she  scolded  and  flirted,  and  said  many  hard  words; 
but  she  never  has  gone  as  far  as  some  of  her  sisters  have 
gone,  before  and  since,  although,  in 'my  humble  opinion, 
she  has  had  much  greater  cause  of  complaint  than  any  of 
them  have  bad.  Massachusetts  was  emphatically  a  com- 
mercial State.  Her  vocation  was  upon  the  ocean.  She 
was  carrying  on  «« free  trade"  with  all  the  world,  much  to 
her  own  advantage  as  she  tliought,  when  she  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  introduction  of  the  ««  American  system" 
by  Virginia.  Gentlemen  must  not  make  wry  faces  when 
tney  are  told  that  the  seeds  of  this  system  were  sown 
by  Virginia.  Sir,  the  restrictive  system,  the  non-in- 
tercourse  laws,  and  the  embargo,  which  fell  with  such 
a  heavy  and  disastrous  hand  upon  tiie  commerce  of  Massa- 
chusetts, had  their  origin  in  the  Virginia  doctrines  of  that 


day.     These  measures  greatly  crippled  and  weakened 
the  commerce  of  Massachusetts.     Yea,  sir,  they  cost  her 
millions.     Before  she  had  time  to  recover  her  wonted 
energies,  she  was  again  driven  from  the  ocean  by  the  late 
war.     A  succession  of  adverse  events  crowded  upon  her, 
one  close  upon  the  heels  of  another,  until  utter  ruin  seem- 
ed to  be  her  certain  doom.     Her  citizens  were  thrown 
completely  out  of  employment;  they  saw  every  thing  de- 
caying and  falling  into  ruin  around  them.     These  things 
produced  very  great  excitement,  as  a  matter  of  course; 
and  the  orators  of  the  day  said  many  foolish  things,  I  have 
no  doubt,  and  some  of  the  people  committed  some  foolish 
acts.     But,  sir,  atthair  maddest  period,  they  never  went, 
by  a  stone's  throw,  as  far  as  South  Carolina  has  now  gone. 
During  tRe  war  we  ascertained  our  weak  points.     We 
saw,  as  I  before  have  stated,  that  we  were  dependent  up- 
on foreign  Powers  for  the  essential  articles  for  carrying 
on  a  war.     We  of  the  South  and  West  saw  and  felt  the 
great  necessity  of  building  up  some  system  of  policy 
which  would  make  us  completely  independent  of  all  fo- 
reign Powers.     The  Virginia  policy  of  protecting  domes- 
tic manufactures  by  laying  high  duties  on  foreign  goods 
imported  here,  was  adopted  in  1816,  with  increased  ener« 
g^'.     By  this  time,  however,  Massachusetts  had  recom- 
menced her  old  and  favorite  pursuit,  and  was  fairly  again 
before  the  breeze,  prosecuting  a  most  vigorous  and  pro- 
fitable commerce.     But  here,  again,  she  was  doomed  to 
another  sad  reverse  of  fortune.     We  commenced. build- 
ing up  the  American  system.    We  told  Massachusetts 
that  she  must  divide  her  profits  with  the  manufacturer 
and  the  farmer.     In  short  sir,   by   legislative  act  after 
legislative  act,  we  drove  her  almost  entirely  from  the 
ocean,  and  compelled  her,  in  self-defence,  to  take  shel- 
ter in  the  workshops.      Yes,   sir,  we  coerced  her  to 
commence  manufactining;  and  what  her  hand  findeth 
to  do,  she  does  with  all  her  might.     She  became  lecon- 
ciled  to  her  fate,  and  determined  to  make  the  most  out 
of  manufactures  that  she  could.     And  now,  sir,  just  as. 
she  and  others,   who  have,   under  the  protection  held 
out  and  extended  by  our  laws,  ventured  all  they  have  in 
that  system,  are  beginning  to  realize  some  of  its  benefits, 
she  and  they  are  told  by  us,  you  must  now  turn  your  at- 
tention to  someihing  else;  you  must  abandon  your  mil- 
lions vested  in  manufactures;  your  profits  are  entirely  too 
great.     It  is  true,  we  could  pursue  the  same  business  if 
we  would;  the  tariff,  or  protecting  laws,  give  us  the  same 
protection  south  of  the  Potomac  that  they  give  you  north 
of  it,  but  we  do  not  choose  to  avail  ourselves  of  these  ad- 
vantages, and  we  have  determined  you  shall  not.    This  is 
the  state  of  things  upon  which  we  are  now  called  to  act, 
and  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  make  this 
sacrifice.     I,  for  one,  cannot  find  it  in  my  soul  to  do  it;  I 
consider  it  a  ruinous  step  to  the  whole  nation;  1  consider 
it  most  dishonorable  and  dishonest  to  withdraw  now  our 
plighted  protection  from  those  States  who,  under  the  pre- 
sumed good  faith  of  an  American  Congress,  have  em- 
barked their  all  in  the  system.     Sir,  I  represent  liberal 
and  enlightened  freemen  on  this  subject,  and  I  will  not 
do  an  act  so  totally  unworthy  of  them  as  this  would  be; 
an  act  which  they  would  disdain  to  do;  an  act  which  I 
should  feel  merited  their  frowns  and  their  scoflfs.     My 
constituents,  sir7  have  no  feelings  of  ill-will  to  gratify  to- 
wards Massachusetts,  or  any  of  the  other  States,  and  es- 
pecially none  towards  Massachusetts.  They  feel  that  their 
interest  can  in  nowise  be  promoted  by  destroying  the 
prosperity  of  any  of  the  New  England  States.    Sir,  since 
I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  found 
none  more  willing  to  do  justice  to  my  constituents  than  the 
Representatives  from  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
[sluid,  and  Vermont.  My  constituents  know  these  things, 
and  appreciate  them.    Many  other  most  interesting  views 
might  be  presented  to  the  committee  on  this  subject,  but 
1  feel  that  I  have  detained  them  already  too  long,  and 
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wiU,  therefore,  pass  on  by  merely  glancing'  at  one  or  two 
other  subjects. 

Wool. 

I  will  now,  rery  briefly,  notice  the  growth  and  manu- 
facture of  wool-,  and  the  first-  thing  to  which  I  will  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  on  this  subject,  is,  the 
amount  of  capital  vested  in  this  business. 

It  is  useless,  sir,  for  me  to  make  any  comnmnt  upon 
this  item f  I  therefore  content  myself  with  merely  calling 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  amount  of  capital 
employed,  the  number  of  persons  engaged  and  supported 
by  it,  and  the  amount  of  agricultural  products  consumed 
by  it.     He  that  runs  may  read,  and  every  man  can  esti- 
mate for  himself  what  tlie  effect  upon  the  community, 
particularly  the  farming  community,  will  be  by  destroy* 
ing  this  branch  of  our  national  industry. 
The  probable  number  of  sheep  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  20,000,000,  and  worth,  on  an 
average,  two  dollars  per  head,    -            -   $40,000,000 
The  sheep  farms,  generally,  do  not  support 
three  sheep  to  the  acre,  summer  and  win- 
ter, though  the  land  be  pretty  good,  and 
well  managed.  Of  the  20,000,000  sheep, 
it  is  supposed  that  about  5,000,000  are 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  having  had 
3,496,539  in  1825,  the  latest  returns  at 
band;  and  it  is  known  that  many  of  these 
sheep  are  fed  upon  lands  worth  from 
sixteen  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre;  and 
in  Dutchess  county,  in  which  are  over 
500,000  sheep,  the  fands  on  which  thty 
are  fed  are  worth  about  twenty-five  dol- 
lars per  acre.  It  is  then  probable  that  the 
average  worth   of  farms  in  the   United 
States  capable  of  supporting  three  sheep 
to  every  acre  throughout  the  year,  is 
ten  dollars  the  acre:  20,000,000  of  sheep 
will  require  6,666,666  acres,  at  ten  dol- 
'»"» 65,000,000 


Capital  in  sheep,  and  lands  to  feed  them,  $105,000,000 
The  20,000,000  sheep  produced  50,000,000 
pounds  of  wool  annually,  the  average 
value  of  which,  for  three  years,  1829, 
1830,  and  1831,  exceeded  forty  cents  per 
pound,  or  $20,000,000.  (The  crop  of 
1831  was  worth  more  than  $25,000,000.) 
The  crop  of  wool,  having  reference  to 
the  whole  quantity  made  into  cloth  of  va- 
rious qualities,  is  worth  |40,000,000, 
which  is  about  the  gross  annual  product 
of  wool  and  its  manufactures  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  If  the  woollen  goods  import- 
ed, valued  at  $6,000,000,  be  added, 
there  will  be  allowed  for  each  person 
in  the  United  SUtes  three  and  a  half 
dollars  worth  of  woollen  goods  per  an- 
num, including  blankets,  carpets,  &c.,  as 
well  as  clothing. 
The  fixed  and  floating  capital  irested  in  the 
woollen  manufactories  in  the  United 
States,  such  as  lands,  water-rights,  build- 
ings, machinery,  and  stock  on  hand,  and 
cash  employed,  may  be  estimated  at       -      40,000,000 

Capital*directly  vested  in  the  growth  and 


manufacture  of  wool. 
The  proportion  between  the  amount  of 
wool  used  in  the  factories,  and  worked 
up  by  household  industry,  is  as  three  to 
two,  and,  on  the  average,  it  will  employ 
one  person  to  work  up  1,000  pounds  of 


$145,000,000 


wool  annually,  or  50,000  persons  in  the 
whole. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  each  laborer 
subsists  two  other  persons,  say  150,000 
in  all,  deriving  a  direct  support  from  the 
woollen  manufacture,  or  otherwise. 

Each  person  will  consume  at  least  twenty^ 
five  dollars  wortli  of  agricultural  products 
annually,  or  $3,750,000  worth  of  subsist- 
ence. 

The  average  product  of  farms  cultivated 
for  the  supply  of  food  does  not  exceed 
two  dollars  and  fif\y  cents  per  acre  yearly, 
after  subsisting  the  cultivators,  and  those 
dependent  on  them.  It  will  therefore 
require  1,500,000  acres  of  land  to  feed 
those  manufacturers  and  their  depen- 
dents, worth,  say,  fifteen  dollars  per 
acre,  is    -  -  -      -      - 


22,500.000 


Capital  involved  in  the  growth  and  manu- 
facture of  wool  in  the  Unite4  States,       -  $16r,500,000 


The  annual  value  created  by,  or  accruing  to,  agricul- 
ture, because  of  the  growth  and  manuRicture  of^wool, 
may  be  thus  shown : 
Wool,  -         -- 

Provisions  to  manufacturers. 
Fuel,  timber,  and  other  products  of  the 

land,  supplied      •     -       -  & 

Charges  for  transportation,  and  food  of 
horses  and  other  animals  employed,  be- 
cause of  the  factories,      ... 


$20,000,000 
3,750,000 

500,000 


500,000 

$24,750,000 
The  following  should  rightfully  be  added 
to  show  the  whole  operation  of  the  wool- 
len manufactures  in  the  United  States: 
For  every  100,000  pounds  of  wool  manu- 
factured there  is^a  constant  employment, 
equal  to  the  labor  of  six  men,  in  the 
erection  and  repair  of  buildings,   mill- 
wrights' and  blacksmiths'  work,  and  in 
the  building  and  repairing  of  machinery, 
whether  for  wool  worked  up  in  the  fac- 
tories 01*  in  families,   say  3,000    men, 
whose  labor  subsists  at  least  9,000  other 
persons,  12,000  in  all,  and  consume  each 
twenty-five  dollars  worth  of  agricultural  ~ 
produce  annually,  is        -  -  -  300,000 

$25,050,000 

Making  the  whole  number  of  persons  employed  because 
of  the  manufacture  of  wool,  162,000,  and  requiring  of 
the  product  of  manufacture,  for  materials  and  subsistence, 
the  very  large  amount  per  annum  of  $25,050,000.  And 
it  should  be  observed  that  there  is  ho  foreign  market  to 
which  we  can  send  our  $25,000,000  worth  of  wool,  and 
breadstuflTs,  and  meats.  It  would  all  be  as  if  annually  lost 
to  landholders  and  cultivators,  were  the  home  market  de- 
stroyed in  abandoning  the  manufactures  of  wool;  and  those 
who  are  now  consumers  of  the.  products  of  agriculture 
must,  of  necessity,  become  producers,  and  lessen  the 
prices  of  grain,  &c. 

COTTOK. 

The  next  subject  is  cotton. 

The  principal  ground  of  complaint  in  the  South  is  the 
fall  in  price  of  their  great  staple,  cotton .  A  very  brief 
statement  of  facts  will  set  this  upon  its  proper  footing.  A 
general  remark,  applicable  to  all  branches  of  business, 
will  apply  to  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the  United  States: 
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that  the  demand  has  by  no  means  kept  up  ^ith  the  sup- 
ply. The  whole  crop  of  cotton  grown  in  the  United 
States,  in  1816,  was  about  68,000,000  pounds^  the  price 
of  cotton  that  year  was  twenty-nine  cents  per  pound; 
it  fell  the  following  year  to  twenty-six  cents;  in  1818  it 
rose  to  thirty-three  cents;  thus  giving*  a  most  extrava- 
gant profit  to  the  cotton  grower  of  the  South,  and  had 
the  effect  that  great  profits  always  have  upon  every 
employment  in  this  country,  where  every  citizen  is  at 
liberty  to  embark  in  any  business  that  he  may  believe 
most  profitable.  Thus  it  was  with  tire  cotton  business: 
and  from  68,000,000  pounds  in  1816,  it  has  now  increased 
to  more  than  300,000,000  pounds;  and,  as  a  matter  bf 
course,  prices  began  to  come  down;  and  down  and  down 
they  come,  until  that  business  is  not  much  more  profita- 
ble than  other  branches  of  agriculture,  though  I  am  told 
it  is  still  something  more  so;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  it  would  be  much  more  decreased  in  price  than  it 
is,  were  it  not  for  the  home  market  which  our  ipanufac- 
tories  create.  • 

It  is  estimated  that  these  manufactories  of  cotton  con- 
sumed upwards  of  one-fif\h  of  the  whole  cotton  crop 
in  the  United  States.  South  Carelina  ought  to  reflect 
that,  since  1816,  the  cotton-planting  business  has  Spread 
itself  into  the  Southwestern  States,  and  that  they  grow 
almost  two  pounds  where  the  Atlantic  States  grow  one; 
for  instance,  in  1831,  the  Atlantic  States  produced 
148,000,000  pounds  ^nd  the  Southwestern  States  pro- 
duced 227,000,000. 

These  facts,  to  my  mind,  show  conclusively  the  rea- 
sons why  the  price  of  cotton  is  down  at  its  present  low 
ebb,  and  they  show  equally  that  if  it  were  not  for  the 
manufactories,  which  consume  annually  about  77,000,000 
pounds  of  raw  cotton,  the  price  would  be  made  lower 
than  it  is.  ' 

The  capital  employed  in  the  cotton  manufacture  in  the 
United  States  at  this  time,  is  estimated  at  $44,914,984. 
There  are  23,300  men  employed  in  this  business,  and 
39,000  women,  and  5,121  children  under  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  The  wages  paid  to  these  men,  women, 
and  children,  per  annum,  is  $12,155,722. 

The  number  of  persons  subsisted  directly  by  the  cot- 
ton manufacture  is  131,481.    ■ 

1,641,353  pounds  of  starch  are  consumed  by  them  an- 
nually: 17,245  barrels  of  flour  for  sizing,  are  consumed 
by  them. 

46,519  cords  of  wood  are  used  by  them. 

24,420  tons  of  mine  coal,  and  upwards  of  9,000  tons  of 
charcoal,  are  consumed. 

I  omit  many  items,  and  enumerate  these  merely  to  show 
the  intimate  connexion  between  the  agriculture  and  labor 
of  the  countiy  and  the  cotton  manufactories.  Nothing 
can  be  more  interiestirtg  than  this  subject,  and,  if  I  had 
time,  I  would  pursue  it  through  all  its  various  ramifica- 
tions, and  show  its  effects  upon  the  community;  but  I 
must  pass  on. 

Glass. 

I  will  read  a  short,  but  very  interesting  paragraph  on 
the  subject  of  manufacturing  glass  in  the  United  States. 

••On  the  whole,  it 'seems  quite  reasonable  to  believe 
that  the  value  of  the  glass  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  is        .  -  .  .  .    |13,000,000 

The  amount  of  persons  employed  is  -  2,140 

Do.        '    do.         subsisted,     -  -  10,800 

Do.  wages  annually  paid,  -         720,000 

And  this  pleasing  fact  is  manifest,  that,  while  the  work- 
men obtam  high  wages,  by  which  they  and  their  families 
are  plentifully  and  comfortably  subsisted,  there  has  been 
a  general  decline  in  the  selling  price  of  glass,  as  com- 
pared with  what  it  w<»s  before  protection  was.  aflbrded  to 
this  interesting  manufacture,  of  about  fifty  per  centum; 
and,  further,  that  a  large  part  of  the  materials  used  would 


have  had  but  a  small  value,  if  any  value  at  all,  except  be- 
cause of  these  factories  in  many  places. 

••In  the  preceding  amounts  of  persons  employed  or 
subsisted,  or  wages  paid,  no  regard  is  had  to  the  very 
numerous  individuals  employed  by,  or  making  profit  upon 
the  supply  or  preparation  of  materials,  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  them,  by  land  or  water,  the  factories,  or  in  the 
carriage  of  the  articles  made,  to  the  markets  for  them; 
the  value  of  all  which  must  be  much  larger  than  the 
sum  paid  to  workmen  employed  in  the  manufacture  itself, 
which  probably  subsists,  directly  and  indirectly,  not  less 
than  25,000  persons;  aflbrding  for  the  whole  an  average 
annual  value  of  $120  each,  including,  of  course,  interest 
on  capital  earned." 

I  have  taken  a  very  hasty  view  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  American  industry.  The  observa- 
tions which  I  have  made,  have  not  been  upon  the  details 
of  the  bill  before  us.  That  part  of  the  subject  has  been 
most  fully  and  amply  investigated  by  several  gentlemen 
who  have  preceded  me  in  the  discussion.  I  think  it  has 
been  conclusively  shown  that,  if  this  bill  pass,  the  whole 
system  of  which  I  hai^  been  speaking,  must  fall  to  the 
ground.  If  gentlemen  are  really  desirous  of  understand- 
ing the  details  of  this  bill,  I  beg  them  to  commune  freely 
with  my  friend  who  sits  near  to  me,  [Mr.  Applztox,] 
who  will  take  a  gre'at  deal  of  pleasure  in  gfiving  them  any 
information  on  that  subject;  and  I  believe  all  parties  ad- 
mit that  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor  is  more  competent 
to  the  task. 

Upon  the  whole,  after  diligent  inquiry,  after  a  patient 
examination  of  the  whole  system  of  protecting  our  own 
labor  from  foreign  competition,  a  thing  which  all  other 
nations  do,  I  have  been  brought  irresistibly  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  has  benefited  the  farmers;  that  it  has  bene- 
fited the  mechanics;  that  it  has  benefited  our  commerce, 
foreign  and  domestic;  that  this  system,  (by  a  voluntary 
tax,  if,  indeed,  it  be  a  tax  at  all,  when  by  it  we  get 
cheaper  and  better  articles  than  we  ever  did  before,)  I 
say,  that  this  system,  while  it  has  protected  our  own  citi- 
zens, has  supplied  the  current  expenses  of  Government, 
has  paid  off  an  immense  national  debt,  which  otherwise 
must  have  been  paid  by  grinding  and  oppressing  the  peo- 
ple by  the  most  odious  of  all  syStems^-a  direct  tax. 

To  show  thiA  it  furnishes  to  the  consumer  cheaper 
and  better  articles  of  use  and  consumption  among  them, 
I  need  only  enumerate  a  few  leading  articles  of  ne- 
cessity.  ^  •     ' 

Coarse  cottons,  when  we  had  to  rely  on  the  foreign 
manufactui*er,  sold  at  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  cents. 
By  the  act  of  1816,  a  duty  of  eight  and  three-fourths  cents 
was  imposed  on  the  fiireign  article.  This  nearly  excluded 
it,  and  made  the  business  very  profitable  to  our  own  citi- 
zens. The  consequence  was,  as  it  al,ways  wilt  be  in  this 
country  of  free  and  equal  laws,  that  there  was  a  g^reat 
rush  ot  capital  into  this  business.  The  law  held  out  equal 
advantages  to  every  citizen  in  the  United  States,  whether 
he  lived  in  Georgia,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania;  or  Massachu- 
setts. And  I  have  been  told  by  an  honorable  member  of 
this  House  from  North  Carolina,  that  he  knew  of  one  es- 
tablishment in  that  State,  employing  about  one  hundred 
thousand  dollat-s  of  capital,  that  yielded  its  proprietor  a 
profit  of  about  twenty  per  cent. ;  and  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Clattox,]  I  think,  told  us  at 
the  last  session,  in  a  speech  which  he  delivered  upon  this 
floor,  that  he  owned  an  establishment  which  yielded  him 
a  profit  of  fifty  per  cent.  I  am  very  much,  phased  at 
these  profits  of  my  southern  neighbors,  and  hope  more  of 
them  will  embark  in  the  business.  In  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  the  competition  has  been 
so  great,  that  the  profits  to  the  manufacturer  have  been 
very  much  decreased;  and  the  price  to  the  consumer 
throughout  the  United  States  has  been  reduced  by  this 
home  competition  from  twenty  to  twenty.five,  down  to 
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from  six  to  BCTen  cents  per  yard;  and  this  is  the  effect,  in 
niy  ppinion,  which  adequate  protection  will  have  upon 
e%'ery  branch  of  our  home  manufactures. 

Lead  formerly  sdid,  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  at  six  and 
crght  cents  per  pound;  but  since  a  duty  of  three  cents 
per  pound  has  been  imposed  on  the  foreigpn  article,  we 
now  get  it  in  Missouri  at  three  and  a  half  cents. 

Window  glass  formerly  sold  from  ten  to  fourteen  dollars 
per  ton. 

A  duty  of  three  and  a  half  dollars  per  one  hundred 
feet  on  foreign  window  glass  has  brought  the  price  down 
to  the  consumer  to  four  and  four  and  a  half  dollars  per 
too,  instead  of  ten  and  fourteen.  Every  cottager  now, 
if  he  choose,  may  enjoy  the  light  of  Heaven,  without  ad- 
mitting the  bleak  wind. 

Cut  nails  were  formerly  worth  from  ten  to  twelve  cents 
per  pound.  By  a  duty  of  five  cents  on  foreign  nails,  we 
get  much  better  nails  now. at  six  cents  per  pound. 

Copperas  before  the  late  war  was  very  fluctuating  in 
price,  but  most  generally  sold  at  three  cents  per  pound. 
During  the  war  it  sold  from  seventeen  to  twenty  cents. 
After  the  war  we  ifhposed  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pourtd 
on  foreign  copperas,  and  it  now  sells  at  two  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound.  And  if  we  are  wise,  we  never  again 
shall  be  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  the  foreign  article, 
nor  shall  we  be  subject  to  the  enormous  price  which  we 
were  compelled'to  pay  during  the  late  war. 

When  we  imported  pur  alum,  we  generally  had  to 
pay  about  seven  and  a  half  dollars  per  cwt.  During  the 
war  the  price  rose  to  eighteen  cents  per  poond.  The 
price  at  present  is  three  and  three-fyurths  cents  per 
pound. 

Epsom  salts  were  manufactured  to  a  very  limited  ex- 
tent, if  at  all,  in  this  country,  prior  to  1824.  While  we 
relied  upon  the  foreign  manufacture,  we  had  to  pay  from 
ten  to  twelve  cents  per  pound.  Under  the  act  of  1824, 
a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound  was  imposed  on  the  fo- 
reign article.  Under  this  protection,  the  manufacture  of 
this  medicine,  of  such  universal  use  among  all  classes, 
and  a  timely  dose  of  which  has  saved  many  a  heavy  doc- 
tor's bill,  has  sprung  to  very  great  perfection  in  our  own 
country.  At  the  time  the  duty  of  four  cents  was  imposed 
by  the  act  of  1824,  the  price,  as  1  before  stated,  was 
from  ten  to  twelve  cents  per  pound.  In  1826,  it  fell  to 
seven  and  a  half  cents;  and  m  1831,  a  much  superior 
quality  could  be  bought  at  three  and  a  half  cents  per 
pound. 

If  time  would  permit,  this  comparative  view  might  be 
extended  to  almost  every  branch  bf^this  system  which 
has  brought  our  country  to  such  an  enviable  height  of 
prosperity. 

But  when  these  stubborn  facts  stare  g^entlemen  in  the 
face — when  they  are  compelled  to  admit  that  the  nation 
at  large,  and  that  every  particular  section  of  it  is  enjby- 
ing  the  highest  state  of  prosperity,  they  then  turn  upon 
us,  and  say  there  is  too 'much  money  in  the  treasury;  and 
that,  in  order  to  exhaust  and  empty  the  treasury,  this  sys- 
tem must  be  pulled  down.  Sir,  if  other  gentlemen 
thought  on  the  subject  as  I  do,  we  could  soon  employ  the 
treasury  surplus  when  there  shall  be  one,  much  to  the 
advantage  of  the  people,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country.  I  am  now  and  always  have  been  opposed  to 
keeping  much  money  in  the  treasury;  but  I  would  not 
tear  down  this  system  which  has  made  us  so  prosperous 
and  happy,  and  throw  ourselves  at  the  foot  of  British 
power  and  cupidity.  No,  sir,  I  would  pursue  a  very  dif- 
ferent plan  of  emptying  the  treasury.  I  would  build 
roads  and  canals.  I  would  clear  all  our  navigable  water- 
courses of  obstructions,  so  that  the  farmer  might  get  to 
market  with  his  produce.  In  short,  I  would  carry  on  a 
judicious  system  of  internal  improvement.  I  would  build 
up  a  system  of  education  that  should  carry  light  and 
knowledge  to  every  cottagpe  in  the  remotest  corners  of 
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the  republic.  Thus,  sir,  would  this  tywibtm  make  us  in- 
dependent of  all  the  world;  and,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
put  money  into  circulation  iothe  interior,  it  would  greatly 
improve  the  physical  and  moral  condition  of  the  whole 
country. 

But,  sir,  there  is  no  surplus  yet  in  the  treasury;  and  I 
think  my  honorable  friend  [Mr.  IiroiasoLi.]  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  shown,  not  only  that 
there  is  not  now  a  surplus,  but  that  there  will  not  be  a 
surplus  even  as  remotely  as  1835.  Sir,  what  are  the  facta 
on  this  subject?  Why,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  im 
his  annual  report,  tells  us  that,  on  the  first  of  Jairaaiy 
there  was  a  surplus  of  one  million  six  hundred  thoiiMnil 
dollars.  Now,  my  friend,  [Mr.  Ixokbboll,]  who  belong* 
to  the  financial  committee  of  this  House,  and  whose  p»> 
culiar  province  it  is  to  examine  into  the  state  of  our  trea- 
sury accounts,  (and,  without  intending  to  pay  him  a  com- 
Kliroent,  I  understand,  from  all  sides,  that  he  Is  complete- 
/  master  of  this  subject,)  what  does  he  tell  us  about  thia 
surplus  of  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  now 
in  the  treasury?  Wliy,  sir,  be  says  that  there  are  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  treasury;  but 
he  tells  us  that  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  doUara 
of  this  surplus  is  composed,  to  speak  in  the  financial  lan- 
guage of  the  day,  of  <* unavailable  funds."  Op,  in  plam 
English,  sir,  this  sum  of  one  million  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  is  composed  of  notes  upon  broken  banks^ 
which  nobody  will  have,  and  which  are  likely  to  be  funds 
in  the  treasury  for  some  time  to  come.  These  are  some 
of  the  blessed  fruits  of  using  the  load  State  Sanks  aa 
places  of  deposite  for  the  public  funds.  And  from  the 
seed  which  seems  to  be  sowing,  since  the  edict  has  gone 
forth  that  the  United  States  Bank  must  go  down,  we  nave 
a  goodly  prospect  of  reaping  a  very  bountiful  crop  of 
these  depreciated,  these  rotten,  these  broken  bank  notet. 
Banks  in  every  direction,  anticipating  the  destruction  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  are  springing  into  existence^ 
like  mushrooms,  between  the  setting  and  the  rising  of  the 
sun. 

In  New  York,  on  the  2d  and  3d  dav  of  the  present  Le- 
gislature, there  were  petitions  for  thirty-four  new  banka 
in  that  Shite. 

In  Pennsylvania,  eleven  have  been  petitioned  for  from 
the  country,  beside  those  in  the  cities. 

In  Maryland,  the  Governor  recommends  a  State*  bank 
founded  on  State  funds. 

In  Alabama,  one  has  been  alreaHy  incorporated  with  a 
capital  of  two  millions. 

In  my  own  State,  one  has  been  incorporated  with  a  ca- 
pital of  three  millions. 

The  Governor  of  Kentucky  recommended  one  of  enor- 
mous capital. 

In  Ohio,  I  believe  one  has  b(^n  incorporated  with  a 
capital  of  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

In  Louisiana,  a  bank  has  been  incorporated,  with  eiglit 
branches,  and  very  large  capital;  the  amount  not  exactly 
recollected. 

In  North  Carolina,  a  bank  has  been  incorporated,  witb 
a  capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  with  branches  at  dis- 
cretion; and  thus,  and  thus  we  proceed,  cramming  every 
hole  and  corner  of  the  country  with  this  stagnant  paper 
of  local  banks,  which  is  not  able  to  travel  U  Sabbath  day'a 
journey  without  being  depreciated  fifteen  and  twenty  per 
cent.  We  are  in  a  very  fair  way  to  have  a  new  and  ample 
addition  of  shin  plasters,  as  they  were  called  by  the  old 
farmers  when  I  was  a  boy.  Yes,  sir!  Fayettcville,  Virgi- 
nia Saline,  Owl  Creek. 

•  These  notes,  once  sent  out,  they  must  fall  somewhere, 
and  nine  times  out  of  ten  they  will  fall  upon  the  ]aborin|^ 
the  innocent,  unsophisticated  part  of  the  community. 

But,  sir,  I  must  return  to  the  question  of  a  surplus  In 
the  treasury;  I  hope  the  committee  will  excuse  this  di- 
gression. 
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We  wetf  then,  that,  of  the  one  million  six  hundred 
thouaund  cbUsrs  in  the  treASur)',  one  million  four  hundred 
thoiuand  dollars  must  be  deducted  for  broken  bank  notes, 
which  will  leave  then  only  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  furplus.  Another  item, with  which  the  Secretary 
makes  out  his  surplus,  is  seven  hundred  thousand  dpllars, 
which  is  the  money  deposited  under  tbe  treaty  of  Den- 
mark, and  which  belongs  not  to  the  Government|  but  to 
our  citizens,  who  are  entitled  to  it  as  an  indemnity  for 
spoliations  which  were  committed  upon  them.  This  mo- 
ney it  liable  to  be  called  for  at  any  moment.  It  belongs 
'  to  individuals,  and  can  form  no  part  of  the  surplus.  This 
sum  must  be  deducted,  and  then,  instead  of  a  surplus  in 
the  treasury  on  tlie  first  of  January,  we  have  an  actual 
deficit  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Add  to  this  the 
floating  debt,  or  appropriations  nuide  heretofore  by  law, 
which  are  just  as  sacred  as  the  funded  debt,  and  which  re- 
main yet  unsatisfied;  and  we  have,  instead  of  a  surplus, 
an  actual  deficit  of  nearly  six  millions.  The  floating  debt 
is  five  million  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
two  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents.  And 
tlie  honorable  gentleman  proved  conclusively,  to  my 
ipind,  that  we  sliall  not  have  a  surphts  in  the  treasury  up 
to  1835«  Who  has  controverted  his  facts  or  his  argu- 
ment? Did  the  gentleman  from  Georgia?  Not  one  word, 
pid  the  member  from  Tennessee?  He  did  not  even  squint 
at  it.  Did  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania?  Not  at  all. 
Who  then  has  met  the  argument  of  my  honorable  friend? 
Why,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  attempted  it. 
And  bow,  sir?  Does  he  deny  the  facts?  No.  He  insists 
that  this  was  the  way  the  treasury  was  managed  in  the 
days  of  Mr.  Lowndes.  Yes,  sir,  in  those  days  when  we 
were  borrowing  money  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  Government,  and  could  not  possibly  make  the  two 
ends  meet.  The  gentleman  has  forgot  tliat  the  adminis- 
tration was  then  striving  to  hide  its  poverty,  and  was 
keeping  up  appearances  as  well  as  it  could,  to  the  end 
that  it  might  borrow  money.  This  policy  does  not  har- 
monize well  with  a  surplus  in  the  treasury.  The  honora- 
ble chairman  seems  to  be  disposed  to  conduct  the  fin.inces 
of  the  nation  upon  the  same  plan  that  an  individual  would 
do  when  he  would  borrow  money  of  one  man  to  pay 
another.  This  is  wretched  policy  in  private  life,  and  I 
cannot  believe  it  is  much  better  in  public. 

I  thuik,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  sliown  most  conclu- 
sively that  tlie  surplus  in  the  treasury  does  not  call  upon 
us,  at  this  time,  to  apply  the  pruning  knife.  So  I  cannot 
vote  for  this  bill  witli  a  view  of  getting  rid  of  a  surplus  in 
the  treasury. 

Some  gentlemen  talk  of  destroying  this  system  because 
they  say  they  are  in  favor  of  "  free  trade. '^  Sir,  do  gen- 
tlemen know  what  they  mean  by  **  free  trade?"  If  they 
mean  what  I  expect  they  do,  I  take  the  liberty  of  telling 
gentlemen  there  is  no  such  thing  as  "free  trade.*'  It 
never  has,  I  expect  it  never  will  exist.  All  the  parade 
which  Mr.  Huskisson  has  made  about  the  free  trade  sys- 
tem in  England  amounts  to  nothing.  I  should  be  glad  if 
gentlemen  who  talk  about  "  free  trade**  would  oblige  me 
so  fiir  as  to  let  me  know  what  articles  of  our  produce 
are  admitted  into  the  English  ports  upon  the  **  free 
trade"  principle.  Our  gfeat  staples  are  every  one  (un- 
less cotton  be  excepted)  virtually,  if  not  expressly, 
prohibited. 

But  suppose  England  was  in  good  earnest  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  would  Uke  off*  all  her  restrictions,  if  we  would 
take  off  ours,  I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  would  be  willing 
to  do  it?  England  has  too  much  capital.  Her  system 
has  too  much  age.  She  has  too  much  experience.  Her 
labor  is  too  cheap,  unless  we  want-to  reduce  our  laborers 
to  the  low  and  degraded  condition  of  English  laborers. 
Our  laborers  are  not  prepared  to  work  at  nine  pencc^a 
day,  as  the  English  do?  and  I  hope  the  time  is  far  distant 
when  they  will  be  driven  to  that  necessity.     English  ma- 


nufacturers are  at  least  two  centuries  in  advance  of  ours. 
With  all  these  advantages,  ^t  would  not  only  be  folly,  but 
it  woidd  be  perfect  madness  in  us  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  Englauil,  on  what  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  caH 
free  trade.* 


*  ''As  early  as  1699,  Parliament  declared  Mhat  no 
wool,  yarn,  or  woollen  manufactures  of  their  American 
plantations  should  be  shipped  there,  or  even  laden,  in  or- 
der to  be  transported  from  thence  to>ny  place  whatever.' 
This  was  the  commencement  of  restrictions  on  colonial 
manufactures. 

"  In  1719,  the  House  of  Commons  declared  *  that  the 
erecting  manufactories  in  the  colonies  tended  to  lessen  ^ 
their  dependence  upon  Great  Britain.' 

<*  While  the  colonies  were  increasing  in  population,  and 
endeavoring  to  secure  to  themselves,  income  degree,  the 
benefits  of  their  own  industry  and  economy,  complaints 
were  constantly  made  to  Parliament  by  interested  indi- 
viduals, that  tlie  colonists  were  not  only  carrying  on  trade, 
but  were  setting  up  manufactures  detrimental  to  Great 
Britain.  These  complaints  produced  an  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1731,  directing  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  inquire  and  report  *  with  respect  to  laws  made,  ma- 
nufactures set  up,  or  trade  carried  on,  detrimental  to  the 
trade,  navigation,  or  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.' 

«*In  a  report  made  in  pursuance  of  this  order,  the 
commissioners  found  that  certain  trades  Carried  on,  and 
manufactures  set  up  in  the  colonies,  were  injurious  to  the 
trade,  navigation,  and  manufactures  of  the  parent  country. 
**  Among  the  manufactures  were  enumerated  those  of 
wool  and  flax,  iron,  paper,  hats,  and  leather. 

<*  The  commissioners  conclude  their  report  by  saying, 
<  from  the  foregoing  statement,  it  is  observable  that  there 
are  more  trades  carried  on,  and  manufactures  set  up,  in 
the  provinces  on  the  continent  of  America,  to  the  north- 
ward of  Virginia,  prejudicial  to  the  trade  and  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain,  particularly  in  New  England,  than 
in  any  other  of  the  British  colonies;  which  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  fur  their  soil,  climate,  and  produce,  being 
pretty  nearly  the  same  with  ours,  they  have  no  staple 
commodities  of  their  own  growth  to  exchange  for  our 
manufactures,  which  puts  them  under  great  necessity,  as 
well  as  under  greater  temptations,  for  providing  for  them- 
selves at  home;  to  which  may  be  added,  in  the  charter 
governments,  the  little  dependence  they  have  upon  the 
mother  country j  consequently  the  small  restraint  they 
are  under  in  any  matters  detrimental  to  their  interests. 
And,  therefore,  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  report  and  sub- 
mit to  the  wisdom  of  this  honorable  House,  the  substance 
of  that  we  formerly  proposed  in  our  report  on  the  silk, 
linen,  and  woollen  manufactures  herein  before  recited, 
namely,  whether  it  might  not  be  expedient  to  give  those 
colonies  proper  encouragement,  for  turning  their  industry 
to  such  manufactures  and  produce  as  might  be  of  service 
to  Great  Britain,  particularly  to  the  production  of  naval 
fctores.' 

**  The  company  of  hatters  in  London  complained  that 
great  quantities  of  hats  were  made  in  New  England,  and 
exported  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  British  West  India 
islands;  and,  through  their  influence,  an  act  of  Parliament 
was  procured,  not  only  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  hats 
from  the  colonies  to  foreign  countries,  and  from  being 
carried  from  one  plantation  to  another,  but  to  restrain,  to 
a  certain  extent,  the  manufacture  of  them  in  \he  colonies. 
In  1732,  hats  were  prohibited  from  being  shipped,  or  even 
laden  upon  a  horse,  cart,  or  other  carriage,  with  jin  intent 
to  be  exported  to  any  other  plantation,  or  to  any  place 
whatever.  At  die  same  time,  no  hatter  in  the  colonies 
was  allowed  to  employ  more  than  two  apprentices  at  once, 
or  to  make  hats,  unless  he  had  served  as  apprentice  to  the 
trade  seven  years;  and  no  black  or  negro  was  permitted 
to  work  at  the  business  of  making  hats. 
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Sir,  let  me  g^ive  these  *«  free  trade"  gentlemen  a  spe- 
cimen or  two  of  the  duty  which  is  laid  on  our  principal 
staples: 

Cheese,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  cwt. 

Cider,  one  hundred  dollars  and  eighty  cents  per  two 
hundred  and  fifty -two  gallons. 

Wheat,  per  quarter  of  eight  bushels,  yaries;  when  it 
is  worth  sixty-one  shilling.^,  t)ie  duty  is  six  dollars  and  six 
teen  cents;  when  seventy-two  shillings,  it  is  twenty-four 
cents;  that  is,  when  it  is  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  a 
bushel,  and  under,  it  pays  a  duty  of  seventy-seven  cents  a 
bushel;  but  when  it  rises  to  two  dollars  and  sixteen  cents 
a  bushel,  the  duty  is  only  three  cents  a  bushel.  This 
rarely  happens. 

Barley,  oats,  rye,  wheat  meal,  flour,  oat  meal,  Indian 
corn,  pease,  beans,  Sec.  liave  duties  in  the  same  ratio  to 
their  value. 

Printed  cottons,  seven  cents  the  square  yard;  ours  are 
eight  and  three-quarters  cents  the  square  yard. 

Glass — 

Crown,  per  cwt.,  forty  dollars. 

German  sheet,  per  cwt.,  forty-eight  dollars. 


Hay,  five  dollars  and   seventy-six  cents  for  eighteen 
cwt. 

Hides,  tanne'd,  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.. . 

Hoops,  from  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  to  three  dol- 
lars and  sixty  cents  per  thousand,  according  to  the  length. 

Horses,  four  dollars  and  eighty  cents  each. 

Lambs,  prohibited. 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of,  tWrty  per  cent. 

The  duty  on  beef  and  pork  amounts  to  a  prohibition. 

If  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  will  take  the  trouble 
to  look  into  this  British  tariff,  [holding  up  one  in  his  hand,] 
and  after  that  will  insist  upon  his  '*  free  trade*'  system,  I, 
to  say  the  least,  shall  consider  him  incorrigible,  and  bent 
fipon  the  destruction  uf  our  own  farmers,  mechanics,  and 
laborers. 

I  will  not  vote  for  this  bill  now,  because  the  ink  with 
which  the  bill  of  the  last  session  was  engrossed  is  hardly 
dry  on  the  parchment.     And  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
do  all  that  work  over  again.     We  spent  too  much  time 
and  too  much  money  at  the  last  session  in  passing  that  bill 
for  me  now  to  give  my  vole  to  destroy  it  before  I  have 
tried  it.     Sir,  it  is  a  universal  principle  with  me  never  to 
condemn  any  thing  untried;  paVticularly  any  thing  that 
cost  as  much  time,  as  much  labor,  and  as  much  money,  as 
that  bill  did.     How  much  time  did  we  spend  at  thut  bill 
last  session^    The  journals  will  speak  on  this  subject.    I 
should  like  to  know  how  gentlemen  can  justify  them- 
selves to  their  constituents  in  the  course  they  have  pur.^ 
sued  upon  this  subject.     1  remember  well,  that,  last  sea- 

**  The  manufacturers  of  iron  next  claimed  their  share 
in  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  colonies.  They 
were  willing  the  poor  colonists  should  reduce  the  iron  ore, 
with  which  their  lands  abouinied,  into  pigs,  and  even  bar 
iron,  and  that  the  same  be  brought  to  their  doors  duty 
free,  provided  they  could  monopolize  the  manufacture  of 
it  beyond  this  incipient  stage.  In  the  year  1750,  Parlia* 
ment  permitted  pig  and  bar  iron  to  be  imported  from  the 
colonies  into  London  duty  free,  but  prohibited  the  erec- 
tion or  continuance  of  any  mill,  or  other  engine  for  slit- 
ting or  rolling  iron,  or  any  plating  forge,  to  work  with 
tilt  hammer,  or  any  furnace  fx>r  making  steel,  in  the  colo- 
nies, under  the  penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds. 

•*  More  effectually  to  carry  this  act  into  execution,  eve- 
ry such  mill,  engine,  plating  forge,  and  furnace  was  de- 
clared a  common  nuisance,  and  the  Governors  of  the  co- 
lonics, on  the  information  of  two  witnessep,  oq  oath,  were 
directed,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  abated  within  thirty 
days,  or  to  forfeit  the  sum  of  £500."— PiVA/fi'«  Political 
and  Civil  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  1,  pp.  101, 
%  and  '3. 


sion,  whenever  a  proposition  was  made  to  acyourn»  gen 
tlemen  cried  nol  no!     We  will  never  adjourn  until  thia 
difficulty  about  the  tariff,  as  they  call  it,  was  settled. 
Yes,  sir;  these  very  gentlemen  kept  us  here  until  the 
16th  of  Jtily,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  accommodating 
the  difficulty  between  the  North  and  the  South.     The 
whole  country  was  ransacked  for  testimony  on  the  Sub- 
ject.    I  spent  day  after  day  listening  to  long  and  lumin- 
ous speeches  on  the  subje<!t.     We  finally  agreed  upon  a 
bill.     It  contained  some  features  I  did  not  like..    I  tliou^bt 
it  yielded  too  much  to  the  South.     1  was  apprehensive 
that  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  would  be  too  great  and 
too  sudden.     But  I  was  told  by  the  moderate  men  of  both 
sides  of  the  question  that  it  was  best  to  have  it  settled, 
and  that  it  must  be  done  upon  principles  of  compromise; 
that  this  bill  would  settle  the  question,  and  that  the  coun- 
try would  be  quieted;  the  Union  would  be  preserved; 
and  every  body  would  know  then  what  to  depend  upon. 
A  few  of  the  nullifiers  and  a  few  of  .the  ultra  tariff  men 
voted  against  the  bill.     It  was  admitted  that  the  bill  made 
great  and  important  concessions  to  the  South.     The  re- 
duction of  the  duties  was  very  great,  and  particularly  on 
articles  of  Southern  consumption.     The  agjgregate  reduc- 
tion was  then,  when  all  the  facts  were  fresh  before  U8» 
estimated  at  not  less  than  five  millions,  and  some  rated  it 
at  eight  millions.     The  bill  passed  by  two-thirds  of  the 
votes  of  this  House;  and,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
nullifieri  themselves,  this  bill  was  a  constitutional  one. 
It  was  hailed  every  where  as  tlie  harbinger  of  more  steady 
and  quiei  times.     It  seemed  to  give  such  universal  satis- 
faction^,  XhU  I  felt  proud  that  I  had  voted  for  the  measure, 
althotgh  1  felt  at  the  time  that  I  bad  yielded  too  much  to 
appease  the  South. 

But,  sir,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  before  we  were 
warm  in  our  seats  here,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  step  into  the  shoes  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures^ and  have  presented  us  with  this  bill,  which  levels 
at  one  fell  blow  the  whole  system  of  American  industry; 
and  gentlemen  get  up  here  and  tell  us  that  they  do  not 
intend  to  speak,  but  they  intend  to  vote;  that  minorities 
may  speak,  but  maiorities  must  act.  They  seem  deter- 
mined to  force  the  bill  through  the  House  per  fas  out  ne 
fas.  Here  is -a  scrap  of  Latin  for  you  too,  sir;  but  I 
believe  it  does  not  require  to  be  translated  to  the 
House.  But  if  the  honorable  gentleman  from  GeofgiA 
[Mr.  Wilds]  had  not  been  so  kind  and  condescend* 
ing  as  to  explain  to  us  his  Latin  and  French*  the  other 
evening,  I  should  have  felt  it  necessary  to  buy  myself 
a  Dictionary  of  Quotations.  I  can  gat  Latin  and  French 
enough  of  my  friend  Pishey  Thompson,  on  the  ave- 
nue, fpr  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  to  do  me  the  whole  ses- 
sion. But,  if  other  gentlemen  will  follow  the  example 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Georgia,  I  shall  be  saved 
that  expense. 

But  to  the  subject  again:  I  should  be  glad  if  gentle- 
men, who  voted  for  this  bill  in  July  last,  would  conde- 
scend to  tell  me  what  new  lights  they  have  had  on  Che  sub- 
ject since,  that  they  will  now  vote  to  repeal  that  bill  be- 

*  The  Hon.  Mr.  MuHLsirBxao,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  an 
eloquent  reply  to  this  speech  of  Mr.  Wildb,  in  allusion  to 
the  number  of  Latin  and  French  quotations,  which  he 
[Mr.  Wilds]  had  made,  said  that  he  [Mr.  Muhlxubziio] 
would  make  a  quotation  too,  but  it  should  not  be  in  Latin 
or  French,  but  it  should  be  in  the  language  of  those  from 
whom  he  said  he  was  proud  to  say  he  himself  had  descend- 
ed, lie  said  it  should  be  in  German,  and  was  this— 
•    **  Thue  recbt,  fuerchte  Goft,  und  shea  •clbst  den  Teufel  nieht" 

He  said  he  supposed  he  must  follow  up  the  example  of 
the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Wilde,]  and  give  the  translation. 
He  said  that  much  of  the  beauty  and  strength  of  the  origi- 
nal would  be  lost  in  the  translation,  but  he  would  give  it. 

'<  Do  what  is  rig:lit,  irtist  in  God,  and  Kar  not  even  the  deril.** 
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South  Carolina  has  taken  her  stand,  and,  unless  we  re 
peal  the  tarifT  laws,  she  will  dis!K)lve  the  Union.     Yes, 
mn  South  Carolina  rave  us  until  the  Ist  of  February  to 
repeal  the  laws;  and  if  we  do  not,  she  will  do  it  for  us, 
hj  a  process  of  nullification .    And  gentlemen  here  seem 
frightened  almost  out  of  their  wits  for  fear  that  the  awful 
ensis  (1st  of  February)  will  arrive  before  we  comply  with 
her  peremptory,  unreasonable,'  and  disloyal  commands. 
If  I  bad  no  other  reason  for  Toting  against  this  bill,  the 
attitude  which  South  Carolina  has  assumed  would  be  all- 
sofficient  for  me.     I  will  not  legislate  with  a  bayonet  at 
my  bosom.     I  will  not  yield  to  the  demands  of  nullifica- 
tion.   I  will  make  no  comproipiae  with  those  who  trample 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  my  country  under  foot.     No, 
sir!     Let  South  Carolina  strike  her  flag  of  rebellion;  let 
her  stack  her  arms;  let  her  spike  her  cannon;  let  her  say, 
and  let  her  show  us  by  deeds,  that  she  is  for  the  constitu- 


across 
taken 
it  into  her  head  that  if  she  was  once  out  of  the  Union,  she 
would  be  able  to  form  connexions  more  advantageous  than 
those  by  which  we  are  at  present  surrounded.  And  there 
are  not  wanting  enemies  to  this  Union,  who,  like  the  ser- 
pent, are  twining  themselves  about  her,  and  impress- 
ing it  upon  her  that  she  is  oppressed  and  badly  treat- 
ed here-,  and  that  it  would  be  much  to  her  advantage 
to  separate  from  us.  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that  a  to* 
reigner  by  birth,  and  to  this  day,  I  believe,  a  foreigner  in 
feeling  and  sentiment,  has  dwelt  in  her  own  bosom,  and 
has  been  constantly  pushitig  her  forward  to  the  attitude 
which  she  now  occupies. 

I  hold  in  my  hands  the  United  Slates  Telegraph  of  the 
20th  December  last;  and  I  invite  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  an  article  in  it,  which  I  will  read,  and  which,  in 
my  opinion,  goes  strongly  to  confirm  what  1  have  before 
I  said  on  the  subject  of  South  Carolina  desiring  a  connexion 


lion,  the  laws,  and  the  Union,  and  then,  sir,  I  will  listen  |  with  our  old  enemy  and  cp*eat  rival  across  the  waters.     I 


most  patiently  to  her  story  of  p^rievances,  whether  ima 
ginary  or  real{  and  I,  for  one,  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
give  her  satiafaction  and  contentment. 

But,  sir,  ii  there  any  gentleman  here  who  has  told  us, 
or  who  win  now  tell  us,  that  this  bill,  if  passed  into  a  law, 
vill  be  Mtisfactory  to  her?    The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
•eems  to  be  as  familiar  with  the  leading  nulltfiers  of  South 
Carolina  as  any  body.    He  has  told  us  a  long  story  about 
baving  acted  as  second  to  some  of  them  on  the  banks  of 
the  Savannah,  and,  from  his  deportment  here,  I  should 
think  be  was  following  his  old  employment.    He  seems  to 
be  second  to  nullification  here.    At  any  rate,  he  seems  to 
be  her  principal  spokesman  in  this  House.     Has  he  told 
us  that  South  Carolina  wilt  be  satisfied  with  this  bill? 
Not  he.    If/ we  are  to  infer  any  thing  from  what  he  said, 
it  is  that  she  will  not  be  satisfied.     He  avowed  that  no 
nan  had  any  right  to  pledge  South  Carolina  to  this  bill. 
Here  are  we  destroying  the  country  in  order  to  save  the 
Union,  and  will  roost  certainly  fail  in  the  object  we  are 
attempting.    I  consider  any  action  by  this  House,  at  this 
time,  as  improvident  and  unwise,  if  not  criminal.    Any 
thinf  we  may  do  here  this  session  on  this  subject,  will  be 
considered  as  a  concession  to  nullification.     It  will  be 
considered  throughout  the  country  as  a  yielding  to  its  de- 
mands by  us  as  the  representatives  of  the  whole  people. 
It  will  be  hailed  by  South  Carolina  as  a  glorious  victory. 
Whether  she  believes  it  or  not,  she  will  say  she  drove  us 
into  the  meaauret  and  by  this  very  act  of  ours,  this  perni- 
eiotts  shrub  may  strike  root  in  our  soil;  it  may  require 
much  treasure  and  the  shedding  of  much  blood  before  it 
can  be  extirpated.    It  were  cruel  to  them,  in  my  opinion, 
to  let  them  proceed  further  in  their  parricidal  career.    It 
were  mercy  to  them  to  stop  them  now,  even  if  it  must  be 
done  by  shedding  of  blood.     Stop  them  peaceably  if  we 
can,  but  forcibly  if  we  must     My  advice  is,  to  stop  them 
now,  and  at  once.     In  my  judgment  this  would  be  noble 
economy  of  human  life  and  of  human  blood.     For,  sir,  if 
we,  through  a  want  of  independence  and  decision,  should, 
by  any  act  of  ours,  give  countenance  to  this  wild,  distract- 
ing, and  jargonizing  system,  it  may  gather  strength  from 
one  cause  or  another,  and  the  union  of  the  States  may  be 
dissolved,  and  the  ploughshare  of  desolation  and  slaughter 
may  pass  fiercely  over  millions  of  our  innocent  and  unof- 
fending people. 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  South  Carolina  has  said  she  would  be 
satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  an  abandonment  of  the  pro- 
tective system.  To  this  I  can  never  agree.  Sir,  woul;^ 
ahe  in  a  few  years,  if  we  yield  to  her  demands  now,  agree 
to  pay  even  a  revenue  dut^?  She  has  furni^ed,  in  my 
mind,  some  indications  that  if  ahe  succeeds  in  prostrating 
the  protection  which  is  given  to  our  own  citizens,  she  will 
next  refuse  to  pay  even  a  revenue  duty.     Sir,  there  are 


will  read  the  text,  and  then  the  commentary,  both  of 
which,  in  my  opinion,  are  entitled  to  be  specially  noticed 
at  this  critical  juncture  of  our  afiaira. 

••  My  friend  admitted  all  I  said  to  be  true.     But,"  said 
he,  '*  if  we  were  not  so  perplexed  with  our  finances  at 
home,  we  would  soon  put  a  stop  to  the  rising  greatness 
and  prosperity  of  the  United  SUtes."     *  •  And  how  ?"  said 
L     **  Why,"  said  he,  <*  we  would  instigate  the  Southern 
States  to  rebel  against  the  other  States;  we  would  con- 
vince the  people  of  the  cotton-growing  Sutes  that  your 
tariff  oppresses  them,  and  we  would  ofter  them  such  pro- 
tection and  such  commercial  advantages,  as  would  induce 
them  to  rebel;  and  in  less  than  five  years  we  would  pro- 
duce a  separation  of  the  Union."     ♦•But,"  said  I,  ••  pro- 
bably you  would  be  disappointed ;  you  know  you  calcu- 
lated on  the  Eastern  States  joining  you  during  the  late 
war,  but  you  were  disappointed,  and  probably  j  ou  would 
be  disappointtd  again.**      ««No,"  said  he,  "we  know 
better  how  to  manage  thej^e  matters;  we  could  with  our 
fleets  protect  them,  and  our  merchants  would  take  their 
produce  and  carry  to  them  manufactured  articles,  duty 
free,  for  their  own  use,  and  for  the  purpose  of  smug- 
gling into  the  other  States  and  thus,  by  these  and  other 
means,  (which  I  under&hind  to  be  a  liberal  application 
of  secret  service  money,)  we  would  soon  put  a  stop  to 
the  increasing  wealth,  power,  and  independence  of  y  wir 
country.*' 

This,  sir,  is  the  text;  now  let  us  have  the  commentary. 
The  editor  says: 

<*  I'he  precedi4ig  is  from  the  New  York  Advocate,  and 
contains  a  part  of  a  conversation  between  an  Englishman 
and  one  of  the  great  men  in  London,  some  years  ago. 
It  is  published  by  the  Advocate  as,  in  its  opinion,  throw* 
ing  some  light  on  the  late  transaction  in  the  South.  ^  We 
bhould  have  thought  thaifA  very  small  share  of  discre- 
tion would  have  prevented  the  Advocate  from  taking 
such  a  position,  as  it  surely  is  not  much  calculated  to  aid 
his  cause. 

"If  it  be  believed  at  the  South,  docs  the  Advocate  ex- 
pect that  such  a  belief  will  act  as  an  inducement  to  the 
people  of  the  South  to  relax  in  any  exertion  to  get  clear 
of  the  tariff  ?  If  it  be  believed  by  the  friends  of  the  tarifl*, 
will  it  encourage  them  to  persistance  in  their  measures, 
by  showing  that  they  have  greater  obstacles  to  encounter 
than  they  have  previously  thought  they  had?  • 

"The  Advocate  has  outwitted  itself.  We  publish  it 
for  what  it  is  worth." 

This  article,  in  my  opinion,  proves  at  least  the  freedom 
of  the  press  in  this  country.  The  editor  of  this  paper  is 
the  public  printer  of  the  United  States  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress;  and  while  we,  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, are  here  in  session,  these  sentiments  have  been  pub- 
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Ibbed  and  proclaimed  almost  within  the  portals  of  the 
capitol.  This  paper,  too  stands  at  the  head  of  the  whole 
corps  of  nullifying  newspapers;  and  I  believe  the  editor 
understands  the  feelings  and  views  of  the  nuUifiersas  well 
as  any  man  does.  When  I  first  read  the  text  in  the  Tele- 
graph, before  I  got  to  the  commentary,  I  felt  sure  that 
the  editor  had  publish^  this  alleged  conversation  for  the 
purpose  of  givmg  it  his  most  decided  reprobation.  But, 
sir,  to  my  mind,  instead  of  reprobating,  he  has  endorsed 
it.  Instead  of  denouncing  it  as  a  slander,  as  I  expected 
he  would,  he  gives  us  to  understand  that  it  may  be, true, 
and  tliat  we  had  better  mind  how  we  deal  with  South  Ca- 
rolina* In  my  opinion,  it  warrants  this  construction  most 
fully.  Sir,  we  are  told  here  that  it  is  not  much  calcu- 
lated to  aid  the  cause  of  the  Advocate.  What  is  the  cause 
of  the  Advocate,  I  ask?  Why,  it  is  the  cause  of  the 
Union  of  the  States.  And  the'  editor  of  the  Telegraph 
pays  the  people  of  the  South  but  a  poor  compliment  when 
he  insinuates  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  them  to  know  that 
Great  Britain  will  give  them  countenance  and  take  them 
into  favor,  to  turn  them  against  their  own  country.  He 
says  the  publication  of  this  alleged  conversation  is  calcu- 
lated to  have  this  effect,  if  I  understand  him.  At  least, 
it  would  so  operate  in  the  South.  I  do  not  know  how  far 
the  people  of  the  South  have  lost  their  love  of  country; 
but  if  they  can  tamely  submit  to  such  an  imputation  as  this 
conveys  upon  them,  they  must  be  pretty  far  gone.  Such 
an  imputation  would  inflame  and  excite  my  constituents 
to  the  highest  pitch  of  indignation.  They  would  lose  no 
time  in  repelling  it  as  a  foul  calumny. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  hav^  no  unkind  feeling^  towards  my 
brethren  of  the  South;  and  especially,  sir,  have  I  none 
towards  the  talented  and  eloquent  sons  of  South  Carolina. 
But,  sir,  %vhtle  I  say  this,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 
for  their  political  principles  I  entertain  the  most  unyield- 
ing and  the  most  uncompromising  hostility.  But,  sir,  the 
people  of  the  South  have  my  compassion  rather  than  my 
enmity.  I  look  upon  them  as  laboring  under  a  most 
fatal^  delusion.  I  hold  the  present  administration  culpa- 
ble, io  a  yery  great  degree,  for  the  unfortunate  attitude 
which  South  Carolina  has  assumed.  For  the  last  four 
years  the  whole  tendency  of  the  Government  has  been 
towards  anarchy.  Sir,  the  doctrines  of  the  numerous 
veto  messages  which  we  have  had  within  the  last  four 
years,  have  all  tended  powerfully  in  tliat  way.  They  have 
created  a  deep-rooted  jealousy  among  portions  of  the 
people,  adverse  to  this  Government  and  all  its  institutions. 
Thpy  liave  tended  to  array  one  section  of  the  Union 
against  another.  They  have  been  calculated  to  array  one 
class  of  our  citizens  against  another,  and  none  of  these 
more  so  than  the  doctrines  of  the  bank  veto.  These 
things,  I  have  no  doubt,  baVe  had  their  weight  with  South 
Carolina.     She  thought,  as  the  atl ministration  practised 


vered  in,  this  Union  would  have  been  dissolved  before 
the  end  of  this  administration.  The  President  saw  the 
mistake  he  had  committed.  He  saw  that  **  State  rights,*' 
a  plausible  name,  which  artful  demagogues  have  used  to 
conceal  the  odious  principles  of  nullification  which  they 
were  d:3seminatin|',  must  lead  to  nullification  and  a  dis- 
solution of  the  Union. 

Permit  me  to  remark  here,  sir,  that  it  is  in  vain  for  any 
gentleman  to  attempt  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
*'  State  rights  and  State  rebellion— State  rights  and  nulli- 
fication." In  my  opinion,  they  all  mean  exactly  the  same 
thing.  Whenever  the  doctrines  of  <•  State  rights,"  as 
insisted  upon  by  the  Virginia  school,  are  acted  out,'  they 
must  necessarily  end  in  nullification  and  State  rebellion. 
Against  these  doctrines  1  have  uniformly  raised  my  voice, 
and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  regfardless  of  the  source  from 
whence  they  emanate,  or  of  the  hue  or  of  the  form  which 
ihey  may  put  on.  1  soy,  sir,  South  Carolina  was  mistak- 
en in  supposing  that  tiie  President  had  been  so  far  led 
along  by  her  and  Georgia,  and  others  that  bad  gone  so  &r 
into  these  State  right  doctrines,  that  he  could  not  retreat^ 
but  must  fold  his  arms,  and  look  on  and  see  her  nullify 
the  laws,  and  dissolve  the  Union.  Yes,  sir,  in  this  South 
Carolina  was  mistaken,  and  I  am  proud  she  was  mistaken, 
for  I  confe&s  T  had  some  misgivings  myself. 

Although  1  felt  very  certain  the  President  wished  to 
return  to  the  sound  doctrines  which  he  had  before  so 
steadily  maintained,  particularly  while  he  was  in  the  Se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  yetl  confess  I  did  not  see  how 
he  was  to  escape  from  the  dilemma  intd  which  he  had 
been  drawn  bv  his  friends.  I  brooded  for  weeks  over 
this  sad  and  frightful  state  of  things,  by  which  I  saw 
my  country  surrounded,  i  was  almost  ready  to  do  that 
which  no  good  citizen  ought  ever  to  do.  I  was  almost 
ready  tn  despair  of  the  republic.  The  annual  message 
thickened  the  gloom  by  which  I  was  surrounded.  Tq 
me,  sir,  it  made  darkness  visible.  But  the  overruling 
hand  of  Providence  sometimes  brlngeth  good  out  of  evil. 
The  "bold,  daring,  and  recklesa  movements  of  South  Ca- 
rolina aroused  the  old  roan  from  that  false  security  in 
which  his  parasites  had  lulled^  him  to  repose.  He  saw 
the  Government  which  he  had^been  called  upon  to  ad- 
minister by  a  confiding  people,  on  the  crumbling  verge 
of  ruin.  One  more  step,  and  that  Government,  and  that 
people,  would  have  been  plunged  into  irretrievable  ^o 
and  wretchedness.  He  made  a  sudden  pause — and,  to 
the  utter  astonishment  of  all  parties,  friends  and  foes,  he 
whirled  right  about,  and,  at  one  leap,  he  cleared  all  the 
difficulties  which  lay  in  his  way — veto  messages,  Georgia, 
nullification,  and  all,  were  quite  thrown  out  of  the  view. 
He  called  a  council  of  his  prime  ministers;  and  it  was 
solemnly  determined  that  the  only  expedient  and  safe 
mode  of  administering  this  Government  was  that  which 


upon  the  disorganizing  and  Jacobinical  principles,  that  had  been  adopted  hy  the  father  of  his  country,  the  good. 


she  might  do  the  same.  She  saw  Georgia  trampling  the 
constitution,  the  treaties,  the  laws,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  under  her  feet.  She  heard 
the  President  tell  the  poor  Indian  that  he  must  submit  to 
Georgia,  for  that  he,  the  President,  .had  no  power  to  stay 
her  ruthless  hand.  She  saw  all  these  things,  and  she  lent 
her  aid  in  pushing  them  on.  She  thought  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  gone  so  far  in  these  directions,  that  it  was  im- 
Eossible  for  him  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  that  he  would 
e  compelled  to  stand  by  and  see  her  play  the  g-ame  out 
by  dissolving  the  Union. 

But,  sir,  the  President  has  found  that  he  has  lent  an 
easy  ear  to  the  wicked  counsellors  too  long.  He  finds, 
although  he  has  been  re-elected  by  a  triumphant  vote  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  yet  there  is  confusion,  distrust,  and 
dissatisfaction  hurrying  the  Government  to  the  verge  of 
anarchy.  He  sees  that  if  he  goes  on  with  these  doctrines 
of  the  privr  council,  that  inevitable  ruin  awaits  the  coun- 
try; and  I  clo  verily  believe  that  if  they  had  been  perse- 


Ihe  great,  the  illustrious  Washington.  The  result  of  this 
council  was  the  proclamation.  Sir,  you  all  kaow  that  I 
have  never  been  in  the  secrets  of  the  cabinet.  This  pro- 
clamation, therefore,  took  me  by  surprise.  I  was  sitting 
one  evening  in  the  hotel,  in  silence  and  melancholy:  I  had 
been  meditating  on  the  distracted  and  wretched  condition 
of  my  country,  untill  felt  perfectly  desperate,  ready  almost 
for  any  state  of  things  that  might  come.  I  had  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  a  civil  war  was  certain.  Just  as  I 
was  at  the  lowest  point  of  depression  and  desperation,^ 
was  startled  from  my  reverie  by  a  friend,  who  asked  me 
if  1  had  seen  the  President's  proclamation.  Proclama- 
tion, said  I — ^^No.  He  handed  me  a  copy.  I  immediately 
rose  and  went  to  my  room,  lighted  my  candle,  and  com- 
menced reading.  1  found  it  replete  with  sound  doctrines, 
which  had  always  met  my  hearty  approbation;  and,  by 
the  time  1  had  finished  it,  I  found  myself  rising  involun- 
tarily from  my  seat,  and,  for  the  tirst  time  in  my  life,  I 
was  almost  ready  to  shout  huzza  for  Jackson!     But  when 
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the  first  transport  had  passed  away,  I  began  to  thinlc  it 
best  not  to  halloo  until  I  got  out  of  the  woods.  I  began 
to  think  of  the  doctrines  of  the  bank  veto.  I  began  to 
think  of  the  violated  faith  of  the  nation  with  the  poor 
and  helpless  Indians. '  I  began  to  think  it  was  impossible 
that  the  President,  after  what  he  had  said  and  done,  could 
now  be  serious  in  promulgating  the^e  doctrines;  the  very 
reverse  of  which  had  been  practised  for  the  last  four 
years.  These  reflections  crowded  upon  me,  one  after 
another,  until  they  fell  like  a  cold  and  heavy  sickness 
upon  my  heart.  These  doubts  and  misgivings  remained 
with  me  until  the  President  sent  us  his  most  e^tcellent 
message,  which  followed  up  and  reasserted  the  doctrines 
of  the  proclamation  in  a  mild  and  dignified,  but  deter- 
mined tone,  which  convinced  me  that  he  was  in  earnest; 
that  he  had  taken  his  stand  upon  the  same  ground  on 
which  our  beloved  Washington  stood  during  his  adminis- 
tration. And  so  long  as  he  stands  upon  this  ground,  he 
shall  receive  my  decided  and  unequivocal  support.  And 
I  believe  this  is  the  determination  of  all  those  gentlemen 
with  whom  it  has  been  my  pleasure  most  generally  to  act 
upon  this  floor. 

I  have  nothing  to  hope,  I  have  nothing  to  fear,  from 
this  administration.  From  the  very  first  moment  that  I 
entered  the  political  ar^na,  the  overwhelming  popularity 
of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  was  seized  by  every  de- 
magogue within  my  sphere  of  action,  and  wielded,  by 


New  York,  and  to  have  appealed  to  her  delegation;  and 
particularly  to  the  friends  of  the  Vice  Piesident  elect. 
I  am  sure,  sir,  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cha- 
racter of  his  remarks,  had  I  been  present,  I  should  hare 
had  no  occasion  to  complain  of  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia — I  rely  too  confidently  on  the  uniform 
courtesy  and  urbanity  of  that  gentleman,  to  believe 
that  he  would,  on  any  occasion,  violate  the  strictest 
rules  of  propriety  and  decorum  :  he  must,  however,  par- 
don  me,  sir,  for  expressing  my  surprise  am'  regret  to 
learn  that  he  should  have  referral,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, to  one  of  those  miserable  effusions  which  are  daily 
despatched  hence  by  the  many  spies  in  Washington;  that 
he  should  have  condescended  to  notice  an  anonymous 
communication  charging  the  Governor  of  our  State  with 
attempting  to  influence  the  votes  of  my  colleagues  on  the 
question  before  us.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  I  un- 
derstand, disclaimed  all  confidence  in  the  story;  1  know, 
sir,  that  he  is  too  candid  and  too  just  to  believe  in  such 
fabrications.  If  gentlemen  desire  to  know  the  opinions 
of  the  Governor  of  New  York  upon  the  question  of  a 
reduction  of  the  duties,  they  are  to  be  found  in  an  au- 
thentic shape,  recorded  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature 
ofthatStuttf.  But  it  is  not  necessary,  sir,  to  detain  the 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  a  character 
without  reproach,  and  as  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  poor 
calumnies  of  any  *•  spy  in  Washington,"  as  my  colleagues 


all,  for  my  political,  and,  by  some  of  them,  for  my  per- [are  above  the  control  of  any  influence  but  those  which 


sonal  destructioji.  To  the  truth  of  this,  there  ai'e  many 
here  that  can  bear  testimony.  Biy  political  existence  has 
been  preserved  bv  the  virtue,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
proud  and  noble  mdependence  of  the  freemen  of  Ten- 
nessee. My  personal  existence  has  been  preserved  by 
the  miraculous  interposition  of  Him  whose  wisdom  di- 
recteth,  and  whose  power  controls  the  destiny  of  all 
thing-t. 

Believing  that  the  President,  at  this  time,  has  taken  a 
correct  position;  believing  that  he  has  taken  the  only  po- 
sition which  can  preserve  this  Union;  believing  that  he 
has  planted  himself  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  his 
country,  God  forbid  that  I  should  throw  the  least  obstruc- 
tion in  liis  way.  No,  sir;  when  the  vessel  of  State  is  dash- 
ing among  the  rocks  and  whirlpools  of  political  faction, 
it  is  no  time  for  us,  who  really  wish  to  save  the  ship,  to  be 
cherishing  our  individual  grievances  of  time  past:  but 
every  man  should  offer  up,  upon  the  altar  of  his  country, 
all  his  personal  and  political  injuries.  I,  for  one,  sir, 
stand  ready  to  make  this  sacrifice.  To  sustain  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  my  country,  I  pledge  this  right  arm, 
and,  with  it,  the  last  drop  of  blood  that  warms  and  ani- 
mates my  existence. 

Friday,  Januaut  25. 

The  House  having  again  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Wayxe 
in  the  chair,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  took  the  floor,  and  continued  till  past  3 
o'clock  in  conclusion  of  his  speech  against  the  bill,  as 
given  above. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  of  New  York,  next  addressed 
tiie  committee.  It  was  my  misfortune,  said  he,  not  to  be 
present  at  the  commenccftient  of  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wildb.]  But  we  had  some^ ac- 
count of  it  last  night  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Yintow,]  and  I  have  heard  much  more 
from  other  sources;  and,  sir,  judging  from  the  impres- 
sion made  upon  the  committee,  the.gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia, whether  skilful  or  not,  seems  to  have  cast  his  net  far 
and  wide  upon  the  waters,  to  secure  friends  for  the  mea- 
6\ire  under  consideration. 

Thftt  gentleman  appears  to  have  referred  especially  to 


direct  the  judgments  of  patriotic  and  just  men. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  friends 
of  the  Vice  President  elect;  and  I  understand  that  it  was 
intimated,  at  least,  that  to  promote  his  popularity  in  the 
South,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  support  the  bill  under 
consideration;  in  other  language,  whatever  might  be  their 
principles,  they  must  be  surrendered  to  personal  and  po- 
litical considerations.    There  are  some  propositions,  sir — 
some  appeals,  that  no  language  can  render  acceptable  to 
those  to  whom  they  are  addressed.    No  matter  In  what  fas- 
cinating manner  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  may  have  ap- 
pealed to  my  colleagues,  though  the  suggestion  may  have 
been  wreathed  in  poetry,  every  member  addressed  must 
still  have  felt  himself  called  upon  to  reject  an  appeal,  im- 
plying such  a  destitution   of  manly  independence  and 
political  integrity.     I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover,  sir,  in  what 
part  of  the  political  history  of  our  State  it  is,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  finds  the  evidence  that  her  delegation 
have  ever  sacrificed  principles  for  men.     Is  it,  sir,  in  the 
political  revolution   of  1800,  when  New  York  aided  so 
materially  in  establishing  those  principles  of  Government 
which  have  latterly  found  so  many  proselytes?     Was  it  in 
any  one  of  our  contests  from  that  time  till  1812?     Was  it 
in  1814,  sir,  when  our  State  was  the  theatre  of  war,  when 
we  had  two  frontiers  lined  with  troops;  and  when  on  a 
another  quarter  we  presented  an  impregnable  rampart 
against  the  assaults  of  threatened  secession,  then  believed 
to  be  no  better  than  rebellion?  Is  it  in  any  part  of  (his  his- 
tory   that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  finds  New  York 
sacrificing  principles  for  men?     [Mr.  Wilde  explained.] 
It  gives  me  pleasure  sir,  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  disclaim  any  intention  to  question  in  any  way  the 
principles  or  integrity  of  New  York.     1  have  again  rea- 
son to  express  my  regret  that  1  did  not  hear  the  com- 
mencement of  his  remarks;  they  had  been  reported  to 
me;  others  had  referred  tb  them  in  debate,  and  mine  was 
certainly  the  impression  generally  made  upon  the  commit- 
tee.    I  am  happy,  sir,  to  be  undeceived.     I  thought,  sir, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  with  whom  we  have  so 
long  acted,  could  not  mistake  tiie  political  character  of  our 
State.     I  need  not  remind  him  of  our  memorable  contest 
in  1824,  when,  deprecating  all   humiliating  allegiance  to 
men,   and  disregarding  personal  considerations,  the  re- 
publicans of  New  York  sacrificed  themselves  in  an  effort 
•o  sustain  the  principles  which  were  established  in  1800; 


134  L 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


1342 


Jaf.  25,  1833.] 


Tkt  Tariff  BUI 


[H.  or  R. 


when  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  New  York, 
were  almost  alone  in  maintaining  the  republican  maxim 
of  **  principles,  not  men."  We  were  defeated,  sir?  but 
we  have  survived  the  contest :  we  are  still  acting  together, 
and  in  agit:ater  cause:  and  I  trust  that,  whatever  specu- 
lative differences  of  opinion  may  exist,  we  may,  in  a  pa- 
triotic spirit  of  mutual  concession)  continue  forever  united 
in  measures  to  preserve  the  harmony,  the  constitution,  and 
tlie  Union  of  our  country.  Our  State  has  hitherto  re- 
sponded to  every  appeal  to  her  patriotism  and  justice, 
and  I  feel  assured,  sir,  that  she  will  not  be  found  wanting 
in  the  present  most  interesting  crisis  in  our  affairs. 

The  gentlemen  from  Georgia  and  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vin- 
ton] must  pardon  me  for  deprecating  the  character  and 
tendency  of  their  remarks.  The  political  allusions  of  the 
former  to  coalitions,  past  or  prospective,  and  the  pictures 
of  the  latter,  of  rivers  of  blood,  and  millions  of  our 
slaughtered  countrymen,  are  poorly  calculated  to  lead  us 
to  a  calm,  dispassionate,  and  just  decision  of  the  measure 
under  consideration.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  must 
excuse  me  for  saying  that  the  course  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  is  most  politic,  and  best  adapted  to  accomplish 
his  purpose,  which  is  to  defeat  the  bill.  If  we  are  to  be 
driven  from  a  cool,  candid,  and  just  examination  of  this 
question;  if  geographical  prejudices  are  to  be  substituted 
for  national  patriotism — passion  and  imagination  for  reason 
and  judgment — then,  sir,  may  we  abandon  all  hope  of 
any  adjustment  whatever,  now  or  hereafter.  1  had  hoped, 
sir,  that  we  should  have  excluded  from  this  debate  all  ar- 
guments addressed  to  our  political  hopes  or  fears;  all  ap- 
peals to  our  local  jealousies.  Our  country  has  surely 
suffered  enough  in  the  last  seventeen  years,  from  the  un- 
happy influence  of  personal  ambition,  whether  of  the  East, 
the  West,  the  North,  or  the  South;  ouf  sectional  preju- 
dices have  been  appealed  to,  and  our  Union  has  been 
brought  to  the  verge  of  dissolution.  I  had  hoped,  sir, 
that  for  once  we  might  have  a  truce  of  politics;  that  for 
cnce  we  might  meet  on  broad  national  ground;  and,  dis- 
cai-ding  every  local,  personal,  or  political  consideration, 
debate  and  adjust  a  question  upon  which  certainly  the 
harmony,  and  perhaps  the  integrity,  of  the  Union  may 
depend. 

Sir,  the  difHculties  about  this  question  are  not  so  great 
as  they  were — not  so  formidable  as  gentlemen  imagine. 
The  chief  obstacle  is  now  removed.  M'e  now  hear  on  all 
sides  the  republican  doctrine,  that  our  revenues  must  be 
reduced  to  the  amount  necessary  for  our  federal,  expen- 
ditures. I  congratulate  you,  sir,  and  every  friend  of  his 
country,  on  this  important  conctssion  of  the  opponents 
of  this  bill,  on  this  great  revolution  in  the  sentiment  of 
this  House.  The  main  point  is  settled;  we  have  now  only 
to  adjust  the  minor  questions  of  the  amount  necessary  for 
our  annual  expenditures,  the  mode  of  the  reduction,  and 
the  time  when  this  adjustment  of  our  revenues  shall  be 
nuide. 

It  is  with  regret,  sir,  that  I  difler  with  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill,  and  who  deserve  so  much  credit 
for  the  zeal  and  ability  they  have  displayed  in  adjusting 
the  details  of  a  very  difficult  measure.  But  in  assuming  fif- 
teen millions  as  the  amount  of  revenue  necessary  fur  our 
federal  expenditures,  they  have,  I  think,  made  an  unfor- 
tunate admission.  Because  we  are  out  of  debt,  we  must 
not  be  prodigal.  The  States  are  not  in  the  same  condition ; 
the  debt  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  a  ratio  to  a  federal  debt  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  millions;  and  we  should  nqt  for- 
get that  the  largest  portion  of  the  burdens  of  the  country 
are  necessarily  authorized  by  our  town,  city,  county,  and 
State  Governments.  Our  federal  expenditures  have  in- 
creased faster  than  our  population;  the  av^raga  for  the 
first  seven  years  af^er  the  adoption  of  our  constitution 
was  less  than  two  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
that  for  1822— '3 — '4,  was  about  ten  millions,  including 
pensions;  and  that  for  1829,  *30,  and  '31,  thirteen  million 


two  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  My  poHcy,  sir, 
has  uniformly  been  liberal  in  regard  to  our  national  ex- 
penditures, in  some  instances  even  more  so  than  the  com- 
mittee that  reported  this  bill.  But  I  had  supposed,  that 
considering  the  increase  of  our  expenditures  for  internal 
improvement  subsequent  to  1824,  and  that  that  branch  of 
expenditure  would  be  necessarily  diminished,  we  might, 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  apply  such  di- 
minution to  those  objects  which  have  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee.  I  maybe  told,  sir,  of  extraordinary 
expenditures  for  pensions,  Indian  wars,  8cc. ;  but  how, 
may  I  ask,  are  we  to  employ  the  millions  which  must  in- 
evitably accumulate  in  the  treasury  before  we  can  pos- 
sibly reach,  under  any  modification  of  the  tariff,  the 
Wmimum  duties  it  is  proposed  permanently  to  establish? 
Your  bank  stock  is  an  offset  to  your  public  debt,  leaving 
your  whole  surplus  for  years  to  come  applicable  to  any 
temporary  excess  of  expenditure.  Had  the  bill  of  the 
committee  become  a  law  as  reported,  in  three  years  the 
probable  excess  of  revenue,  according  to  their  own  state- 
ments submitted,  wonUl  have  amoifnted  to  between  thir- 
teen and  fourteen  millions.  Besides,  we  must  consider 
the  effect  of  substituting  revenue  rates  for  prohibitory 
duties,  or  duties  having  a  prohibitory  tendency.  Reduce 
odr  imposts  as  we  may,  sir,  we  shall  not  avoid,  for  some 
years  to  come,  a  surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the  wants  of 
Government.  Why  then  should  we  make  provision  for 
two  millions  additional  revenue?  If  our  revenue  was 
stutionary  or  retrograding,  there  might  be  some  reason  for 
it;  but,  with  a  population,  trade,  and  revenue  uniformly 
progressive,  our  difHcully  is  not  how  to  provide  for  a  de- 
ficiency, but  how  to  guard  against  too  great  a  surplus  of 
revenue.  Establish  your  minimum  revenue  where  you 
may,  and  you  will  find  it  outstripping  your  estimate  in  a 
very  few  year.s  and  demanding  a  further  reduction.  Our 
permanent  expenditures  will  reach  fifteen  millions  soon 
enough,  without  any  suggestion  or  provision  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  inevitable  effect  of  providing  a  surplus  of  re- 
venue, will  be  to  encourage  extravagance  in  our  federal 
expenditures;  the  latter  will  always  overtake  the  former, 
make  it  what  you  may;  the  proposition  of  the  committee 
is  essentially  nothing  less  than  a  recommendation  to  per- 
petuate an  additional  revenue  of  near  two  millions  fj'om 
imposts. 

We  have  another  expedient,  sir,  from  an  opposite 
quarter,  designed  to  augment,  permanently,  our  revenue 
duties  to  the  extent  of  three  millions  annually.  We  are 
to  lose  our  income  from  public  lands.  We  arc  not,  sir, 
disregarding  special  obligations,  about  to  adopt  a  more 
parental  and  enlarged  policy  in  regtird  to  our  public  do- 
main. We  are  not  rejecting  all  unnatural  jealousies,  and 
rejoicing,  as  we  ought  to  do,  to  see  our  population  spread- 
ing to  the  borders  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  extreme  moun- 
tains of  the  West.  We  are  not  about  removing  eve»y  ob- 
struction to  the  growth,  prosperity,  or  improvement  of 
every  portion  of  our  vast  territory.  No,  sir;  the  propo- 
sition springs <from  no  friendship  to  the  rising  West;  it 
does  not  propose  to  discontinue  the  revenue  -frbm  public 
lands,  but  to  draw  from  thence  an  ai.nual  income  to  be' 
distributed  by  the  Federal  Government  among  the  severat 
States;  in  order,  sir,  that  this  deficiency  may  be  supplied 
by  an  augmentation  of  our  revenue  from  customs,  and 
that  an  equal  tax  may  be  levied  upon  the  country  in  ano- 
ther form!  Nay,  sir,  it  is  still  worse;  the  States  are  to  re- 
ceive about  three  millions,  that  the  people  of  those  States 
may  pay  back  annually  into  the  federal  treasury  the  same 
three  millions,  together  with  all  the  expenses  of  collec- 
tion! Such  is  the  scheme  of  finance  recommended  to  us 
by  gentlemen  of  intelligence  and  distinction.  1  hey  must 
pardon  me,  sir,  if  I  cannot  perceive  the  subNtantial  diflTer- 
ence  between  this  proposition  and  another  for  distribut- 
ing our  surplus  revenue  among  the  States,  which,  not 
three  weeks  since,  this  House,  and  wisely  too,  refused  to 
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consider  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  to  one.  We  shall 
not  probably  adopt  this  measure,  at  least  for  some  years 
to  .come,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  do  an  act  of  palpable 
injustice  to  one  portion  of  the  Union,  and  to  the  country 
generally,  by  securing  a  permanent  and  extraordinary  in- 
come to  our  manufacturers;  unless  we  are  determined  to 
increase  the  discontents  in  the  South,  and  to  create  a  new 
sourte  of  jealousy  between  the  old  and  the  new  States. 
Besides,  sir,  these  lands  were  conveyed  to  us  expressly  to 
discharge  the  claims  upon  our  federal  treasury,  growing 
out  of  the  revolutionary  war.  As  yet  we  have  received 
but  about  forty  millions,  while  we  have  expended  about 

'  fifty  millions  upon  our  public  lands.  We  have  paid  off 
seventy  or  eighty  millions  of  revolutionary  debt,  for  which 
they  were  pledged  by  our  laws;  disbursed  many  millions 
for  pensions  and  unfunded  debt,  originating  in  the  revo- 
lution; and  we  have  actually,  at  this  moment,  an  annuity 
charged  upon  the  treasury  tor  revolutionary  pensions,  In- 
dian treaties,  and  land  account,  more  than  equal  to  the 
annual  income  from  that  source  of  revenue.  It  is  not  pro- 
bable that  we  shall  invade  our  treasury  for  this  purpose, 
until  some  of  these  many  obligations  are  discharged;  nor 
can  it  be  desirable  to  destroy  all  attachment  of  the  Southern 
and  Western.States  to  the  Federal  Government. 

If,  then,  sir,  our  annual  expenditures  are,  for  the  pre- 
sent, estimated  at  about  Uiirteen  millions,  and  our  income 
from  public  lands  ^t  two  and  a  half  to  three  millions,  it 
will  require  little  more  than  about  ten  millions  from  cus- 
toms to  meet  all  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Federal 
Government;  particularly  when  we  consider  tliat  for  some 
years  to  come  a  surplus  revenue  is  inevitable,  and  that  any 
permanent  increase  of  our  federal  expenses  will  no  doubt 
be  balanced  by  a  gi^adual  augmentation  of  our  income 
from  customs.  We  cannot,  therefore,  with  justice  to  the 
country,  authorize,  at  this  time,  a  greater  amount  of  duty 
on  foreign  merchandise  than  will  realize  from  ten  to  ele- 
ven millions  of  revenue.  Our  importations  for  two  years 
past  have  amounted  to  more  than  a  hundred  millions  an- 
nually. If  our  minimum  duties  were  now  to  take  effect, 
it  would  be  unsafe  to  assume  that  amount,  as  the  imports 
were  much  larger  than  usual;  but,  as  the  minimum  duties 
do  not  take  effect  for  some  years,  and  as  the  trade  and 
consumption  of  the  country  will  probably  increase  with 

,  the  reduction  of  our  imposts,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
importations  of  future  years  will  fall  much,  if  any,  short  of 
those  of  1831  and  1833,  notwithstanding  any  reduction 
which  may  be  made  by  a  change  in  the  credit  on  duties. 
Of  the  importations  of  1831,  (the  year  so  frequently  re- 
ferred to,)  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  three  millions, 
I  find  there  were  imported,  of  wool  and  woollens,  fourteen 
millions  and  a  half;  of  cottons,  sixteen  millions;  of  iron, 
and  its  manufactures^  a  little  less  than  seven  millionsT  of 
sugar  and  molasses,  near  seven  millions  and  a  half;  and  of 
all  other  articles  coming  in  competition  with  the  various 
other  branches  of  our  industry,  about  twelve  millions; 
making  a  total  importation,  of  what  are  styled  protected 
articles,  of  fifVy-seven  millions  of  dollars;  and- of  all  other 
dutiable  and  free  articles,  forty -six  millions.  Of  the  total 
imports,  about  seventy  millions  of  dutiable  articles,  chief- 
ly of  the  protected  class,  are  estimated  to  have  been  con- 
sumed in  the  country.  While  the  exports  of  the  country 
continue  to  be  between  sixty  and  seventy  millions,  inde- 
pendent of  the  profits  and  earnings  of  our  commerce  and 
navigation  in  the  foreign  trade,  there  cannot  be,  after 
1836  or  1837,  any  considerable  reduction  from  the  above 
estimate.  A  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  upon  th^  protected 
articles,  and  of  ten  upon  the  others,  would  yield  a  nett 
revenue  of  about  eleven  millions,  which,  with  the  income 
from  public  lands,  would  make  an  aggregate  receipt  ihto 
the  treasury  of  ivear  fourteen  millions  annually. 

It  is  in  vain,  sir,  for  us  to  attempt  to  evade  or  to  post- 
pone this  question.  Our  revenue  from  customs  and  pub- 
lic lands,  now  estimated  at  twenty-one  millions  annually, 


must  be  reduced  to  thirteen  or  fourteen  millions.  Our 
revenue  from  imposts  alone  must  be  brought  down  to 
about  eleven  millions;  and  without  permanent  prohibitory 
duties,  which  never  will  be  tolerated  in  tlys  country, 
a  higher  permanent  duty  on  protected  articles  than 
twenty  per  cent,  cannot  be  maintained,  without  produc- 
ing more  revenue  than  the  necessities  of  Government  re- 
quire. In  this  state  of  things,  sir,  we  may  throw  aside  all 
our  theories  on  both  sides  of  this  question.  Whatever 
may  be  our  opinions,  they  must  yield  to  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  tlie  country.  We  must  surrender  all  our  favorite 
speculations  to  the  more  substantial  good  sense  and  sound 
understanding  of  those  who  never  refine^— of  that  great 
agricultural  mterest  which,  happily  for  our  country, 
controls  its  destinies.  If  thirty  or  forty,  or  even  fifty 
dollars  on  every  hundred  consumed  were  required  for 
the  use  of  Government,  that  interest  would  cheerfully  sub- 
mit to  it;  but,  sir,  theorize  as  we  may,  if  twenty  be  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  want^of  the  treasury,  to  twenty  will 
our  farmers  have  our  permanent  taxes  reduced.  The  bill 
as  reported  contains  many  provisions  which  I  should  wish 
to  have  amended.  Its  discriminations,  whether  the  policy 
be  wise  or  not,  are  not  adapted  to  a  confederacy;  political 
considerations  will  compel  us,  in  the  end,  to  equalize  the 
imposts  on  protected  articles,  whether  they  are  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  North,  South,  East,  or  West.  But  the  de- 
tails of  a  tariff  cannot  be  adjusted  to  please  all,  and  I  shall 
cheerfully  support  the  measure,  whatever  form  it  may 
probably  assume.  1  cannot,  Jhowcver,  avoid  noticing  the 
discriminations  in  favor  of  iron  and  sugar,  the  policy  and 
justice  of  which  are,  in  my  view,  extremely  questionable. 
I  am  aware  that  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Vxbplakck,]  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  has  defended  the  iron  duty, 
as  that  article  is  necessary  in  war.  He  must  pardon  me 
for  expressing  my  surprise  that  one  of  his  intelligence 
and  just  views  should  have  conceded  an  exception,  which 
would  sanction  the  doctrine  of  protection  in  all  cases 
whatever.  Of  all  articles,  iron  has  the  fewest  claims  to 
protection  in  our  country.  It  was  a  manufacture  before 
the  revolution,  and  the  excessive  cost  of  transportation 
secures  to  it  a  monopoly  of  neighboring  markets.  No  duty 
can  be  more  unwise  as  a  measure  of  puhlic  policy.  Ko 
tax  can  be  more  oppressive  to  agriculture,  commerce  and 
manufactures.  Brown  sugar,  too,  is  one  of  those  neces- 
saries of  life  which  should  certainly  not  be  taxed  as  it  is, 
higher  in  proportion  than  other  articles.  Gentlemen  who 
represent  other  interests  complain  of  these  discrimina- 
tions; but  I  think  the  advantage  is  on  the  side  of  those  in- 
terests which  are  reduced  by  this  bill  to  the  TQinimum 
rates,  as  Uiey  will  hereafter  remain  undisturbed,  while  the 
duties  on  the  others  must  continue  to  be  a  subject  of  le- 
gislation, until  they  are  reduced  to  a  corresponding  rate. 
It  is  not  for  me,  sir,  to  counsel  those  who  represent  the 
various  branches  of  industry  interested  in  the  fate  of  this 
bill;  but,  in  their  position,  T  should  entreat  Congress  to 
establish  the  duties  on  some  permanent  foundation^  and  to 
do  it  as  speedily  as  possible. 

We  have  been  told,  sir^  that  we  passed  a  bill  in  July 
last,  and  that  it  is  improper  to  pass  another  before  that 
takes  effect.  Under  other  circumstances  this  objection 
would  be  a  strong  one;  but  1  appeal  to  every  gentleman 
whether  that  act  does  not  leave  an  annual  surplus  of  many 
millions,  and  whether^it  is  expedient  to  allow  the  session 
to  pass  away,  when  we  know  tlmt  the  revenue  will  exceed 
the  wants  of  Government.  We  deceive  ourselves,  sir,  if 
we  suppose  that  the  great  revolution  in  our  revenue  laws, 
demanded  by  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  c^n 
be  accomplished  in  one  or  two  sessions.  We  must  be  in- 
spired if  we  could  regulate  our  indirect  and  fluctuating 
revenues  so  as  to  produce  an  amount  equal,  or  even  near- 
ly so,  to  our  expenditures.  This  question  must  employ 
Congress  for  many  sessions  to  come.  The  act  of  July  last, 
together  with  our  revenue  fsom  other  sources,  leaves  a 
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Surplus,  varying  according  to  the  estimates  of  gentlemen, 
of  from  six  to  eight  millions  annually.     It  is  neither  pru- 
dent, wise,  nor  just,  to  postpone  the  reduction  of  our  re- 
venue, and  permit  an  accumulation  of  twenty  or  thirty  mil- 
lions in  the  treasury  to  put  in  jeopardy  every  interest, 
and  even  the  Union  itself.      We  are  also  told  that  tliis  is 
not  the  time  for  acting  upon  this  question;  true,  sir,  this 
is  not  the  most  proper  time,  for  that  time  has  passed;  this 
question  ought  to  have  been  adjusted,  so  far  as  our  inter- 
nal interests  were  concerned,  two  or  three  years  ago, 
wiien  our  attention  was  first  called  to  it  by  the  President. 
It  was  the  interest  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all  concerned 
in  our  manufactures  to  have  come  forward  with  patriotism, 
and  to  have  submitted  to  a  change  which  was  rendered 
inevitable  by  the  altered  condition  of  our  finances.     Had 
such  a  course  been  adopted,  we  should  have  witnessed  no 
discontent  in  the  South;  and  1  appeal  to  gentlemen  whe- 
ther they  woul^  iiot  have  secured  for  our  manufacturers 
much  higher  imposts  than  they  will  ever  be  able  to  obUin 
hereafter.     The  longer  this  adjustment  is  postponed,  the 
more  embarrassing  will  it  be  to  our  internal  interests.     I 
pray  gentlemen  to  reflect  whether  it  can  be  for  the  inte- 
rest of  our  manufacturers  to  have  this  question  agitated 
from  session  to  session.     Let  them  consult  our  old  and 
skilful  manufacturers,  those  who  are  unconnected  with 
politics,  and  a  large  majority  of  them  will  tell  you,   <*we 
care  not  so  much  what  your  rate  of  duty  be,  but  spare  us 
the  embarrassments  growing  out  of  your  perpetual  legis- 
lation, make  it  what  you  will;  but  establish  your  laws 
permanently,  and  leave  us  hereafter  undisturbed.*'  Such, 
sir,  would  be  the  language  of  every  man  who  depends  on 
his  industry,  frugality,  and  enterprise.     It  is  surely  time, 
sir,  tliat  we  should  cease  to  legislate  on  this  subject  For 
seventeen  years  our  manufacturers  have  been  made,  most 
wantonly  too,  the  sport  and  victim  of  ambition.   Not,  sir, 
that  noble  passion,  which  seeks  a  glorious  name  by  labor- 
ing to  increase  the  prosperity  of  nations,  and  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  human  race,  but  that  contemptible 
sentiment,  which  tempts  us  to  make  the  industry  of  our 
country  subservient  to  political  fortunes;  to  regulate  our 
manufacturing- policy  according  to  the  fluctuations  of  par- 
ties, and  to  advocate  or  abandon,  as  it  may  suit  the  pur- 
pose of  the  hour,  any  and  every  constitutional  principle 
or  public  measure  proposed,  in  order  to  secure  the  short- 
lived honor  of  administering  the  affairs  of  Government.    It 
is  time,  sir,  to  make  an  effort  to  rescue  our  internal  in- 
dustry from  the  uncertain  guardianship  of  such  ambition, 
from  the  quebtionable  friendship  of  all  such  politicians,  no 
matter  to  what  party  they  may  belong. 

This  measure  is  opposed,  sir,  upon  another  ground:  it 
must  be  postponed  to  another  Congress,  because  South 
Carolina  threatens  to  viohte  our  laws!  We  cannot  dis- 
charge our  duty  to  our  country,  because  South  Carolina  is 
about  to  engage  in  a  war  with  our  revenue  laws!  In  ad- 
justing our  revenue  to  our  expenditures,  what  have  we  to 
do  with  the  terrors  of  her  ordinance,  or  the  defiance  of 
her  convention?  Are  we,  sir,  to  be  driven  from  our 
course,  and  to  postpone  our  public  obligations?  Are  we  to 
continue  some  six  or  eight  millions  of  unnecessary  taxes 
upon  the  country,  because  a  portion  of  the  people  in  one 
of  the  four  and  twenty  States  have  declared  our  laws  to 
be  unconstitutional,  and  their  determination  to  resist  them? 
Certainly  not,  sir.  We  are  called  upon  to  discharge  the 
double  duty  of  reducing  our  revenue,  and  of  adopting 
measures  to  execute  our  laws:  for  however  unwise  I  may 
deem  the  latter,  while  they  continue  they  must  be  execut- 
ed. No  gentleman  can  be  more  opposed  to  this  system 
than  I  am;  I  conatder  it  the  impoverishing  offspring  of  pub- 
lic debt,  which  must  perish  when  its  pjirent  dies.  I  be- 
lieve these  laws  to  be  unwise  and  unjust,  but  I  cannot 
persuade  myself  that  they  are  unconstitutional.  We  have 
abused  the  powers  to  levy  imposts  and  to  regulate  com- 
m.  roe,  by  imposing  duties  when  they  were  not  required 
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by  the  treasury,  and  by  pretending  to  countervail  actr 
which  were  not  in  existence;  still  the  acta  of  1838  and 
1832  ai*e  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  as  such  must*  be  re- 
spected and  executed.  But,  sir,  while  we  are  not  to  be 
driven  from  our  course,  on  either  of  these  g^eat  questions, 
by  the  attitude  of  South  Carolina,  I  must  disclaim  all  par-- 
ticipation  in  those  vindictive  passions  which  some  gentle- 
men have  displayed  in  this  debate.  The  condition  of  that 
State  is  with  me  a  subject  ratlier  of  regret  than  of  angry 
feeling.  Whether  nullification  shall  perTsh  or  not,  on  the 
soil  from  whence  it  sprung;  whether  her  cause  shall  fail 
or  triumph,  the  commerce  of  that  State  must  be  suspend- 
ed; public  confidence  must  be  destroyed;  and  her  inevi- 
table doom  will  be  poverty  and  ruin,  ag^gravated,  perhaps, 
by  the  reflection,  that  the  arrow  with  which  she  is  wound- 
ed is  **  feathered  from  her  own  wing."  But  though,  in 
adjusting  this  revenue  question,  we  ou^ht  not  to  be  influ- 
enced by  the  conduct,  condition,  or  ultimate  fate  of  South 
Carolina,  there  are  some  considerations  which  I  trust  will 
have  their  influence  on  every  generous,  every  noble  mind. 
If,  sir,  in  discharging  a  great  public  duty,  it  should  so 
happen  that  our  legislating  now  might  stay  the  uplifted 
arm  of  one  of  our  countrymen,  if  it  should  stop  the  eflu- 
sionof  onedrop  of  American  blood,  is  there  one,  convinc* 
ed  of  the  propriety  of  this  measure,  is  there  one  among 
us  so  callous  to  every  impulse  of  humanity,  so  dead  to 
every  loftv  sentiment  of  patriotism,  as  to  postpone  the  bill, 
lest  he  might  be  suspected  of  yielding  to  South  Carolina? 
Let  us  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  mistake  stubborn  prejudice  for 
stern  patriotism;  or,  from  some  less  respectable,  less  dig- 
nified motive,  postpone  our  obligations  to  the  country. 

There  are,  however,  other  considerations  more  com- 
prehensive which  should  not  be  overlooked;  we  cannot 
be  indifferent  to  passing  event»— to  the  disturbed  rela- 
tions of  the  Union;  we  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  cause  of 
the  discontent  which  now  prevails  from  this  to  the  bor- 
ders of  Louisiana,  nor  ought  we  to  disregard  the  conse- 
quences which  may  flow  from  it.  It  is  difficult,  sir,  for 
us  to  persuade  ourselves  that  we  have  been,  for  many 
years  past,  legislating, on  principles  totally  incompatible 
with  the  confederate  form  of  our  Government.  The  ex- 
tinguishment of  our  public  debt  has  suddenly  arrested 
the  progress  of  such  measures,  and  substituted  for  de- 
bates about  woollens,  cottons,  iron,  and  sugar,  questions 
involving  not  only  constitutional  powers,  but  the  funda- 
mental distinction  between  a  confederate  and  a  national 
Government.  We  are  now,  sir,  in  a  new  latitude;  we 
have  a  broad  horizon;  unskilful  observations  or  false 
reckonings  may  lead  us  into  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  we  are  unwilling  now  to  suppose  possible.  In 
taking  an  enlarged  view  of  the  condition  of  our  finances, 
of  our  form  of  Government,  and  of  the  object  of  the  high 
duties  we  have  imposed,  we  must  be  convinced  that, 
whether  wise  or  unwise,  right  or  wron^,  constitutional 
or  not  constitutional,  the  benefits  or  injunes  of  high  pro- 
tecting duties  cap  not  be  common  to  all  the  States,  and 
that  we  must  return  to  imposts  for  revenue,  or  abandon 
all  hope  of  preserving  the  Union  in  harmony  and  pros- 
perity. Waiving  all  argument,  let  us  admit  that  such 
measures  are  wise  and  just  in  France  or  Great  Britain, 
would  they  still  be  so  if  these  Powers  belonged  to  a  con- 
federacy? Suppose  that,  in  some  convulsion  like  the  past, 
tlie  Governments  of  that  continent  were  to  be  overturned 
by  some  man  g^reater  than  Napoleon— some  second  W^ash- 
ington;  that,  instructed  by  an  admirable  example,  the 
various  States  of  that  continent  had  determined  to  set 
a«Ue  their  partial  alliances  and  leagues;  bad  assembled  in 
convention,  and  voluntarily  associated  in  one  general 
union;  that  they  had  resolved  to  terminate  forever  their 
internal  wars  by  removing  the  causes,  by  abandoning 
their  commercial  restrictions,  and  bv  establishing  a  com- 
mon treasury,  army  and  navy,  for  the  common  defence. 
Suppose  that  Spain,  Italy,  Switzerland,  France,  Great 
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Britain,  ii»y,  all  Europe,  reserving  to  each  State  ite  juria- 
diction  over  its  internal  concerns,  had  surrendered  these 
few  but  great  powera  to  a  common  Government,  and  had 
formed  a  European  Federal  Union,  would  it  be  wise  or 
just  in  France  and  Great  Britain,  forming  with  other 
States  a  mere  majority,  under  the  pretext  of  levying 
taxes  for  the  use  of  the  common  treasury,  to  impose  re- 
strictions ,on  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy? 
Would  any  statesman  s»crifice  the  rights  of  a  part,  and 
the  peace  of  all  Europe,  in  a  speculative  experiment  to 
•force  the  growth  of  manufactures  in  one  quarter  of  their 
Union?  Not  less  unwise  and  unjust  is  this  attempt  of  ours 
to  apply  this  policy  to  a  confederacy  of  States  spreading 
over  a  vast  continent,  and  embracing  almost  all  the  cli- 
mates-and  productions  of  the  globe.  We  may  appeal  to 
past  authorities;  we  may  resist  this  reform  from  session  tq 
session,  but  a  struggle  to  perpetuate  this  policy,  if  perse- 
vered in,  must  terminate  in  a  dismemberment  or  a  conso- 
lidation of  the  Union;  either  of  which  would  be  fatal  to 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  country,  and  would  visit 
upon  the  people  of  this  continent  internal  wars  and  all  the 
dikimities  incidental  to  Governments  depending  for  their 
existence  on  military  power — Governments  ruling  in  de- 
fiance of  public  opinion.  Continue  this  contest,  adhere 
to  past  legislation,  and  you  will  have  questions  infinitely 
more  alarming  than  nullification;  you  will  hear  more  of 
the  revolutionary  doctrine  of  secession,  and,  what  would 
be  equally  fatal  to  the  Union,  you  would  have  grave  pro- 
pontions  for  a  convention  of  the  States.  Whatever  form, 
sir,  a  question  of  this  kind  may  assume,  whether  of  seces- 
sion or  convention,  the  contest  between  the  North  and 
the  South  must  inevitably  terminate  in  "an  appeal  from 
the  cancelled  obligations  of  our  constitutional  compact  to 
original  rights — to  the  law  of  self-preservation." 

It  is  easy,  sir,  to  avert  all  these  calamities,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  these  debates  about  secession  and  convention, 
by  revising  our  revenue  laws  with  amity  and  justice,  and 
by  adhering  to  the  spirit  as  well  as  to  the  letter  of  our 
federal  constitution.  Reduce  the  revenue  to  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  Government,  arrange  the  taxes  sn  equal 
and  just  principles,  reform  the  abuses  of  past  legislation, 
leave  the  Sttftes  undisturbed  in  their  jurisdiction  over 
their  internal  concern?,  and  confine  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  the  few  but  g^eat  powers  necessary  to  defend  our 
country,  to  extend  our  intercourse  abroad,  and  to  enlarge 
the  resources — the  power  and  glory  of  the  Union :  make 
•  tliese  reforms  in  the  administration  of  our  federal  con* 
cems,  and  the  peace  of  this  American  continent,  and  the 
tmion  of  this  great  republic,  will  continue  undisturbed  and 
unbroken  for  gfenerations  to  come. 

Xbough  other  views-  have  been,  in  this  debate,  attri- 
buted to  New  York,  these  are  the  results  which  will  in- 
duce her  to  persevere  in  her  efforts  to  adjust  this  question. 
.  To  accomplish  these  great  purposes,  she  will,  as  hereto- 
fore, when  our  Union  was  threatened,  unite  with  the 
other  members  of  our  confederacy  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism 
and  justice.  In  some  portions  of  our  State  we  hdve  anti- 
cipated the  necessity  of  a  change  in  our  revenue  laws. 
You  have  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
[Mr.  Iitssbsoll]  that  a  revolution  of  opinion  commenced 
with  us  many  years  ago.  We  haveVmce  seen  it  extending 
into  other  districts,  and  spreading  through  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Maine.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when  we 
may  all  concur.  The  condition  of  our  finances,  and  the 
inevitable  necessity  of  reducing  our  revenue,  enable  us 
to  unite  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  concession  to  restore  har- 
mony and  to  preserve  the  Union.  The  attitude  of  our 
State  is  happy  and  imposing;  slie  has  no  special  interests 
to  tempt  her  to  substitute  local  for  general  considerations; 
her  associations,  commercial  and  political,  and  all  her  at- 
tachments, are  with  the  Union.  Our  opponents,  perhaps 
to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  other  members  of  the  confe- 
deracy, have  honored  her  with  the  title  of  the  «« Empire 


State."  We  disclaim  any  such  distinction.  We  are  in- 
debted  to  the  botinties  of  nature,  to  a  happily  constructed 
constitution,  a  wisely  administered  St^tte  Government, 
and  the  blessings  of  our  Federal  Union,  for  unparalleled 
prosperity,  for  great  power  and  resources-  We  are 
grateful  for  these,  not  that  they  may  enable  us  to  exer- 
cise any  empire  orer  the  destinies  of  this  republic,  but 
that  we  may  win  the  confidence  of  our  confederates  by 
our  patriotism  and  justice;  and  that,  in  all  our  internal  dis- 
tinctions, whether  reMilting  from  geographical  prejudices 
or  from  the  struggles  of  ambition,  it  may  be  our  proud 
office  to  mediate  between  the  North  and  *he  Soutb,  and 
to  restore  tranquillity  to  our  country. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  then  obtained  the  floor.  I  am- 
aware,  said  he;  that  much  time  has  already  been  consum- 
ed in  the  discussion  of  the  provisions  oF  this  bill,  and  that 
great  anxiety  exists  with  many  members  to  bring  it  to  » 
close  as  speedily  as  possible.  1  am  also  aware  of  the  fact 
that  there  are  many  other  important  subjects  pending 
here,  wh  ch  imperiously  demand  the  attention  of  the 
House;  but  the  present  is  one  of  so  much  interest,  and  is 
calculated  to  make  such  deep  and  lasting  impressions, 
that  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, for  a  very  limitM  period  of  time,  while  I  explain 
the  reasons  which  will  influence  me  in  voting  for  or 
against  the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

.  It  is  no  part  of  my  intention  now  to  enter  into  the  policy 
of  originating  a  System  for  the  protection  and  encourngc- 
ment  of  manufactures  made  of  materials  which  are  pro- 
duced in  the  country.  That  question  has  been  so  re- 
peatedly agitated  in  this  House,  and  in  all  the  journals  of 
the  country,  that  the  reasons  for  and  against  it  are  not 
only  familiar  to  every  member  here,  but  must  be  so  to 
every  reading  and  intelligent  man  in  the  country.  If  a 
succession  of  Presidential  recommendations  for  forty 
years,  and  if  a  succession  of  legislative  enactments  for 
the  same  period,  can  be  regarded  as  indications  of  the 
national  will,  then,  indeed,  we  may  witli  safety  conclude, 
if  any  great  question  of  political  economy  can  become 
the  settled  policy  of  the  land,  that  this  is  one  of  that 
character,  and  cannot  now  be  disturbed  without  doing  in- 
calculable mischief.  Perhaps  there  is  nothing  more  vitally 
important  to  the  well-being,  to  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  community,  than  stability  in  our  laws  and 
institutions.  If  we  adopt  one  policy  this  year,  another 
the  next,  and  still  another  the  succeeding  year,  it  is  utter- 
ly impossible  to  eonfqi'm  to  each  successive  arrangement, 
and  our  laws,  instead  of  conferring  safety,  will  be  regard- 
ed as  the  idle  emanations  of  the  day,  and  naust,  and 
necessarily  will,  sink  into  just  and  merited  contempt. 

In  order  to  test  the  correctness  of  the  positions  here 
assumed,  I  will  advert  to  a  few  of  the  branches  of  indus- 
try which  have  been  brought  into  existence  by  the  in- 
ducements that  have  been  held  out,  an^  the  protection 
which  has  'been  offered  to  those  who  should  embark  in 
them.  We  are  informed  by  a  convention  of  the  friends  of 
domestic  industry,  which  convened  in  the  city  of  New 
York  in  October,  1831,  and  1  have  no  doubt  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement.^,  that  there  was  then  invested 
in  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  wool,  in  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  products  from 
the  manufacture  of  wool  were  worth,  annually,  the  stim 
of  forty  million  dojlars.  In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  the 
crop  of  wool  for  the  year  1S31  was  estimated  at, twenty 
million  dollars,  and  its  manufacture  to  the  like  sum.  Wc 
are  also  informed  by  the  same  convention,  that  the  cotton 
crop  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  on  the  18th 
of  October,  1831,  amounted  to  1,038,847  bales,  equal  to 
375,925,302  pounds,  and  that  more  than  onc-fif\h  of  the 
whole  amount  was  consumed  in  the  United  States.  It  was 
estimated  that  the  product,  allowing  that  it  was  increased 
fourfold  in  the  process  of  manufacture,  must  be  four- 
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fiAlis  of  that  of  the  cotton  crop,  equal  in  value  to  the  whole  must  enter  into  general  consumption.    Tliose  duties  will 


export.  ]f  we  estimate  the  cotton  crop  of  that  year  at  ten 
cents  per  pound,  it  would  he  worth  the  sum  ofS/, 592,530 
dollars,  the  four-fi  flhs  of  which  being-  the  value  of  the  manu- 
factures from  that  article  in  thiscountry,  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  30, 074, 024  dollars.  These  two  branches  of  our  manu- 
&ctures  alone,  without  reference  to  the  other  great  inte- 
rests which  hare  grown  up  under  tlie  protection  afFofded 
them  by  the  laws,  present  an  annual  addition  of  fiAy  mil- 
lion dollars  to  the  productive  labor  of  the  country.  The 
question,  therefore,  is  not  whether  we  shall  originate  a 
protective  system,  but  whether  we  shall  destroy  insti- 
tutions-which  have  sprung  up  under  the  fostering  care 
of  the  Government.  It  is,  more  properly  speaking,  a 
subject  in  which  is  involved  the  inquiry,  whetlv^r  the  pe- 
riod has  now  arrived  in  which  it  has  become  an  imperious 
duty  to  destroy  those  fair  fabrics  of  national  skill  and 
industry,  and  to  transfer  to  foreigners  the  manufacture 
of  the  raw  materials,  and,  with  it,  the  fifty  million  dollars 
which  are  now  made  here  from  the  manu&cture  of  these 
articles.  These  are  grave  questions,  of  deep  import,  and  I 
ought  not  to  be  approached  hastily,  nor  without  the  ut- 
most circumspection. 

In  1830,  our  exports  amounted  to  about  seventy  mil- 
lions, and  the  imports  for  the  same  period  to  nearly  that 
sum.  In  1831,  the  exports  amounted  to  eighty -one  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  the  imports  to  one  hundred  and  three 
millions,  making  an  excess  of  importation  of  twenty-two 
millions  over  and  above  the  exports  of  that  year.  For  the 
sake  of  brevity,  I  speak  in  round  numbers.  This  excess 
must  operate  as  a  debt,  and  cannot  fail  to  drain  the  country 
of  its  specie  or  metallic  currency  to  that  extent.  The 
ports  of  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  may  be  said  to 
be  almost  literally  closed  against  the  breadstufis  of  this 
country,  which  form  the  great  staple  commodities  of  the 
Middle  and  Western  States;  and  we  now  and  at  all  times 
have  imported  as  much  as  we  export,  and,  owing  to  the 
corn  laws  and  other  obstructions  in  Europe  to  our  export 
trade,  it  is  believed  to  be  utterly  impossible  to  increase 
our  exports  to  any  considerable  extent.  All  the  manu- 
factures we  now  import,  and  all  we  make,  are  essentially 
necessary  to  our  comfort  and  convenience;  and  if  we  suc- 
ceed in  putting  down  the  workshops  of  this  country, 
which  now  furnish  a  supply  of  clothing  nearly  equal  to 
five-sixths  of  the  whole  of  our  domestic  exports,  can  the 
advocates  of  this  bill  tell  me  from  whence,  we  are  to  re- 
ceive a  supply  of  clothing  equal  to  the  wants  of  the 
country?  And  if  other  nations,  by  their  skill  and  indus- 
try, can  supply  the  demand,  caiflhe  advocates  for  pros- 
trating home  mdustry  tell  me  in  what  way  we  can  pay 
for  the  increased  importations?  As  it  now  is,  by  an  ex- 
change of  commodities,  we  find  no  difficulty  in  paying 
for  the  manufactures  of  this  country;  but  if  they  should 
be'  put  down,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  forego  many  of 
the  comforts  by  which  we  are  now  surrounded,  and  be 
reduced  to  a  still  greater  degree  of  dependence  on  fo- 
reign nations  for  the  very  necessaries  of  life. 

1  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  is  wholly  inexpedient 
to  collect  more  revenue  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  a 
wise  and  frugpil  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Govern- 
ment. If  the  practical  effects  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion will  be  the  production  of  more  revenue  than  is  ne- 
cessary for  these  objects,  I  am  willing  and  anxious  that  a 
further  reduction  should  take  place;  but  in  making  that 
reduction,  I  am  as  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  imposition 
of  duties  should  be  so  reg^ulated  as  to  give  the  utmost  pos- 
sible protection  to  the  existing  institutions  of  the  country. 
An  adherence  to  this  principle,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is 
nothing  more  than  the  manufacturers  have  the  right  to  de- 
mand, as  they  were  induced  by  the  legislation  of  Congress 
to  embark  in  their  present  pursuits.  If  we  yield  to  them 
this  li.ttle  boon,  it  cannot  operate  injuriously  to  any,  as 
the  articles  upon  which  the  highest  duties  will  be  imposed 


principally  be  collected  from  articles  of  clothing,  such  as 
are  used  injevery  portion  of  the  Union,  which,  perhapp* 
will  distribute  the  burdens  of  Government  more  equally 
than  any  other  system  that  can  be  devised. 

If  it  has  become  necessary  to  make  a  further  reduction, 
and  at  this  time,  then  two  inquiries  present  themselves. 
Have  we  the  necessary  information  before  us?  and  if  so, 
are  the  provisions  of  this  bill  such  as  to  commend  them- 
selves to  the  approbation  of  the  House? 

Previous  to  the  investigation  of  the  tariff  of  1828,  a 
committee  of  this  House  was  required  to  collect  such  in- 
formation as  might  shed  light  upon  the  subject,  and  for 
that  purpose  was  invested  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  The  committee  performed  the  duties  as- 
signed to  it,  and  furnished  to  the  House  a  volume  of  tes. 
timony,  collected  from  those  who  were  best  acquainted 
with  the  then  situation  of  the  manufacturing  interests. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when  the  subject  was 
again  likely  to  be  brought  before  the  House,  as  early  as 
the  16th  of  January,  a  resolution  was  offered  to  the  House 
by  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
was  adopted  on  the  19th,  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  collect  such  facts  and  informa- 
tion as  might  be  in  his  power,  of  the  extent  and  condition, 
P^nerally,  of  the  manufactures  of  wool,  cotton,  hemp, 
iron,  sugar,  and  salt,  and  such  other  articles  as  were  ma- 
nufactured to  any  considerable  extent  in  the  United  States, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  the  House  during  the  session, 
and  as  early  as  might  be  practicable,  Ibr  the  information 
of  Congress.  And,  in  transmitting  the  information,  he  was 
also  requested  to  accompany  it  by  such  a  tariff  of  duties 
on  imports,  as,  in  his  opinion,  might  be  best  adapted  to 
tlie  advancement  of  the  public  interest.  On  the  19ih  of 
January  another  resolution  was  offered  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  by 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  reouired  to  ob- 
tain information  of  the  quantities  and  kinds  of  the  several 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States  during  the 
year;  particularly  those  of  iron,  cotton,  wool,  hemp,  and 
sugar,  and  the  costs  thereof;  also,  the  quantities  and  costs 
of  similar  articles  imported  from  abroad,  during  the  same 
year,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  House.  On  the  27th 
of  April  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  his  report 
to  the  House,  accompanied  by  the  information  he  had 
collected,  and  a  bill  for  regulating  the  duties  on  imports. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers, were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures; 
and,  on  the  23d  of  May  following,  that  committee  report- 
ed a  bill  to  the  House,  which,  with  some  amendments,  af- 
ter undergoing  a  most  elaborate  discussion,  passed  this 
House  on  the  28th  of  June,  by  a  vote  of  132  to  65.  This 
bill,  after  undergoing  some  amendments  in  the  Senate, 
and  to  which  the  House  assented,  received  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  on  the  14th  of  July,  having  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Congress,  in  the  manner  I  have  stat- 
ed, for  nearly  six  months.  It  was.  framed  with  a  view  to 
protection  and  reduction,  and  perhaps  no  bill  of  the  kind 
was  ever  sustained  by  such  uecided  majorities  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  These  facts  are  here  stated  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  with  what  caution  this  interesting  sub- 
ject has  heretofore  been  approached,  an  1  how  guarded 
Congress  has  been,  lest,  by  some  inadvertence,  an  injury 
might  be  done  to  some  one  of  the  great  interests  which  are 
now  identified  with  our  national  and  individual  prosperity. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  was  made  to  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  3d  day  of  March  next;  and  before  it  has 
gone  into  operation,  we  who  voted  for  its  provisions,  are 
called  upon  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  lower  the  duties 
on  protected  articles,  and  to  raise  them  on  others  not 
coming  in  competition  with  home  productions.  This  bill, 
afler  the  year  1835,  imposes  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
on  imported  wool,  the  cost  of  which  docs  not  exceed 
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eijfht  cents  the  pound,  and  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on 
imported  woollen  goods  costing  more  than  thirty-five 
cents  to  the  square  yard.  By  the  law  of  the  last  session. 
Ml  ad  valorem  duty  of  forty  per  cent,  was  levied  on  im- 
ported wool  worth  more  than  eight  >  cents  the  pound, 
and  a  specific  duty  of  four  cents  on  each  pound,  and  an 
ad  Talorem  duty,  with  some  exceptions,  of  fifty  per  cent., 
was  levied  on  imported  woollen  goods.  I*  remember 
well,  that,  at  the  last  session,  great  apprehensions  were 
entertained  that  the  duty  imposed  on  woollen  goods  would 
prove  insufficient;  and  now,  without  a  reason  being  as- 
signed for  the  change,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence 
showing  the  effect  that  the  change  may  have  on  the  ma- 
nufacture of  the  article  in  this  country,  we  are  called  up- 
on to  vote  for  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  If  fifty  per  cent, 
at  the  last  session  was  necessary  to  protect  the  great  inte- 
rests involved  in  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  wool, 
the  reduction  now  proposed  to  twenty  per  cent.,  if  adopt- 
ed, may  prove  entirely  ruinous  to  that  great  interest.  "We 
are,  then,  without  the  necessary  information  to  guide  us 
to  a  safe  result;  and  it  will  be  far  more  advisable  to  post- 
pone this  matter  until  the  information  is  procured,  than 
now  to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark,  without  knowing  the  con- 
sequences that  may  ensue. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  can  claim  for  its  pro- 
tection no  such  deliberation.  The  committee  was  ap- 
pointed perhaps  a  week  after  the  session  commenced;  and 
on  the  27th  of  December  this  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House»  and,  notwithstanding  it  so  materially  changes  the 
whole  protebting  system,  it  has  not  been  referred  to  nor 
examined  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  which  is 
always  selected  with  reference  to  that  subject,  and  whose 
members  are  presumed  to  possess  more  information  in  re- 
lation to  manufactures  than  the  members  of  any  other 
committee  of  the  House.  This  must  necessarily  be  so,  as 
thejr  arc  in  the  habit  of  examining  all  matters  of  that  kind 
which  are  brought  before  the  House. 

I  will  now  examine  the  provisions  of  this  bill  as  propos- 
ed, and  see  if  they  are  such  as  ought  to  meet  with  a  favor- 
able reception  from  this  House. 

The  reduction  of  the  revenue  is  pressed  upon  us  as  a 
reaaon  for  the  hasty  introduction  of  the  bill,  and  it  is  also 
pressed  upon  us  as  a  reason  why  it  should  as  hastily  be- 
come a  law.  We  are  told  that  a  reduction  of  the  tariff  of 
duties  is  loudly  called  for  by  many  of  the  States,  and  that 
it  is  necessary  to  appease  the  angry  feelings  which  exist 
in  certain  portions  of  the  country.  We  have  also  been 
told  by  an  honorable  member  of  the  committee,  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  the  time  has  arrived  for  action,' and  not  for 
speaking;  that  a  crisis  has  arisen  in  which  the  Union  is 
endangered,  and  he  conjures  ns,  by  our  love  of  country, 
and  by  every  patriotic  consideration,  to  vote  for  this  bill, 
which  is  to  give  peace  and  repose  to  the  country.  These 
reasons,  ifleft  unexamined,  might  lead  to  the  belief  that  the 
bill  is,  strictly  speaking,  a  bill  for  reduction.  Every  one, 
upon  the  slightest  examination  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  entirely  of  that 
character,  and  that  it  is  so  framed  as,  unnecessarily,  to  take 
away  the  protection  that  might  be  afforded  to  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country3  and  that  it  must  and  will  operate  un- 
justly and  unequally  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

By  the  law  of  the  last  session,  tea  imported  in  our  own 
vessels  from  places  beyond  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
coffee,  were  admitted  free  of  duty,  and  the  duty  on  silks 
was  greatly  reduced.  By  this  bill,  a  duty  of  one  cent  per 
pound  is  laid  on  coffee,  which,  according  to  the  tabular 
statements  that  accompany  the  report  of  the  committee, 
will  produce  a  revenue  of     -  -  -      |817,574 

The  proposed  duties  on  teas  will  produce     -        415,167 
The  proposed  increase  of  the  duties  on  silks 

will  produce  the  further  sum  of    -  -        622,284 


flaking,  in  all,  an  increase  of 


$1,855,035 


'  Iflere,  then,  instead  of  reduction — and  that  seems  to 
be  the  order  of  the  day —we  have  a  new  and  additional  du- 
ty on  three  articles  only,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  one 
million  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  and  twenty- 
five  dollars,  over  and  above  the  duties  imposed  on  the 
same  articles  by  the  law  of  the  last  session.     I'hese  arti- 
cles require  no  protection.     They  come  in  competition 
with  no  production  of  the  country  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent; and  were  they  wholly  freed  from  duty,  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  injury  that  would  result  therefrom.     These 
proposed  increased  duties,  should  the  bill  pass  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  will  seriously  affect  the  protection  given  to  do- 
mestic productions,  inasmuch  as  that  sum  might  be  other- 
wise advantageously  applied  to  their  protection.     I  can 
see  no  earthly  reason  for  this  change,  and  were  there  no 
other  objections  to  the  bill  than  the  one  assigned,  I  would 
not  give  to  it  my  support.     There  are,  however,  other 
weighty  objections  to  the^e  new  and  increased  duties, 
growing  out  of  their  partial  operation  on  different  por- 
tions of  the  country.     In  Virginia,  North  and  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  Georgia,  the  population  connsts  of  1,721,812 
whites,  1,248,290  slaves,  and  77,298  free  people  of  color. 
The  whole  population  of  the  United  States  amounts  to 
12,858,670,  and  of  that  number  2,009,050  are  slaves, 
and  319,576  are  free  people  of  color.    These  shves  use 
neither  tea  nor  coffee,  nor  silks  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent, if  any;  while  in  the  Middle,  Western,  and  Northern 
States,  there  is  scarcely  a  family  in  which  these  articles 
are  not  more  or  less  in  use.     The  practical  efiect,  there- 
fore, of  raising  the  duties  on  these  articles,  is  to  throw  an 
unjust  and  unequal  portion  of  the  revenue  on  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.     Taxation  and  representation  ouglit 
to  accompany  each  other  as  nearly  as  practicable.     This 
is  in  accordance  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  ought  not  to  be  departed  from  where  it  cat* 
be  avoided.     The  constitution  requires  that  representa- 
tion and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  se- 
veral States  which  may  be  admitted  within  this  Union, 
according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  de- 
termined by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons, 
including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  per- 
sons.    It  is  true  that  duties  laid  on  imports  do  not  come 
within  the  rule  here  laid  down  for  the  distribution  of  di- 
rect taxes;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  all  taxes  ought 
to  be  so  imposed  as  to  bear  as  equally  as  possible  on  every 
part  of  the  Union.     Three-fifths  of  all  the  slaves  are  here 
represented,  which  gives  political  weight  in  this  House  to 
the  portion  of  country  in*  which  they  reside.     This  being 
the  case,  I  am  satisfied  there  is  scarcely  a  subject  that 
could  be  selected  for  taxation  that  would  not  bear  more 
equally  on  all,  and  come  nearer  to  the  spirit  and  true 
meaning  of  the  constitution  than  that  imposed  on  tea,  cof- 
fee, ana  silks.     There  arc  other  privileges  and  exemp- 
tions in  this  bill  more  strongly  marked  than  those  already 
noticed.     By  this  bill,  blankets  which  do  not  exceed  se- 
venty-five cents  cost,  and  cloths  or  woollen  goods  which 
do  not  cost  more  than  thirty-five  cents  the  square  yard, 
are  admitted  at  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.,  while  blankets 
above  seventy-five  cents  cost,  and  woollen  goods  costing 
more  than  thirty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  are  admitted; 
the  first  at  fifteen,  and  the  latter  at  twenty  per  cent.     Il  is 
asserted,  s^nd  I  have  never  heard  it  contradicted,  that  the 
goods  admitted  under  the  five  per  cent,  duty  are  intended 
for  the  slave  population  of  the  South.     Now,  I  ask,  why 
is  this  distinction   made?     Why  exempt  the  owners  of 
slaves  from  paying  a  duty  as  high  as  is  imposed  on  all 
classes,  including  the  rich  and  the  poor,  in  the  non-slave- 
holding  States?     I  am  aware  that  the  same  feature  was 
introduced  into  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  but  it  was  then 
done  to  put  an  end  to  the  unceasing  complaints  made  in 
the  Southern  portion  of  the  country  against  the  tariff.    In 
that  act  the  principle  of  protection  was  preserved.     In 
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this  bill  it  is  abandoned,  in  a  g^reat  degree,  if  not  to  an  ex- 
tent that  must  prove  destructive  to  many  of  the  best  ma- 
nufactories in  the  country.   The  concession  was  also  made, 
at  the  last  session,  to  the  South,  with  the  view  of  secur- 
ingf  something  like  permanency  to  the  protection  afforded 
by  law  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic  industry.  This 
bill  has  no  claims  of  that  kind,  and  I  am  unwilling,  with- 
out a  reason  for  so  doing,  to  give  my  vote  for  any  bill  that 
is  so  partial  in  its  operations,  by  .increasing  the  burdens 
on  the  free  States  for  the  purpose  of  lessening  them  on 
the  owners  of  the  description  of  population  I  have  named. 
There  is  another  clause  in  the  bill  to  which  I  cannot 
yield  my  assent,  and  that  is  the  one  which  reduces  the 
duty  on  salt  to  five  cents  the  bushel.     Ever  since  1  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  place  in  this  House,  not  a  session,  I  be- 
lieve, has  passed  away  without  something  being  attempt- 
ed in  relation  to  the  duty  on  this  article .    As  early  as  1790, 
an  act  was  passed  by  Goneness  imposing  a  duty  of  twelve 
cents  on  each  bushel  of  foreign  salt.     By  an  act  of  8th 
July,  1797,  an  additional  duty  of  eight  cents  was  laid  on 
the   bushel,  and  if  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not  of 
the  United  States,  the  like  additional  duty  of  eight  cents, 
and  ten  per  centum  thereon.     By  an  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1807,  these  duties  were  repealed.     After  the  last 
war,  and  at  a  period  when  the  evils  had  been  severely 
felt  of  not  having  a  sufficient  domestic  supply  in  time  of 
war,  an  act  was  passed  on  the  27th  of  April,  1816,  impos- 
ing a  specific  duty  of  twenty  cents  on  each  bushel  con- 
taining fi fly-six  pounds.     That  duty  remained  unchanged 
until  the  act  of  the  30th  of  Inarch,  1830,  which  reduced 
the  duty  after  the  3 1st  day  of  December,  1830,  to  fifteen 
cents,  and  after  31st  of  December,  1831,  to  ten  cents.    If 
there  be  any  article  that  is  truly  indispensable  in  time  of 
peace  ami  in  time  of  war,  it  is  salt;  and  if  there  be  any 
article  ^hich,  above  all  others,  ought  to  be  placed  be- 
yond the  changes  which  are  incident  to  our  relation  with 
other  countries,  it  is  salt.     Its  u^e  cannot  be  dispensed 
with  by  the  rich  nor  the  poor,  and  any  tax  or  duty  that  is 
imposed  on  it,  spreads  itself  over  the  whole  face  of  the 
country,  in  a  proportion,  pecbaps,  more  perfectly  just 
than  that  on  any  other  article.     Why  then  seek  to  lessen 
the  duty  ?   Hereafter  no  more  taxes  will  be  collected  than 
are  necessary  for  the  wants  of  Government,  and  if  we 
pay  a  duty  on  salt,  it  lessens  the  duty  on  something  else, 
and  no  one  can  complain  of  injustice,  for  all  have  to  pay 
in  proportion  to  their  consumption.     Under  the  protec- 
tion which  has  been  gfiven  to  the  manufacturer  of  salt, 
there  is  already  invested  a  fixed  capital  of  nearly  seven 
millions,  in  lands,  furnaces,  vats,  &c.,  and  the  salt  made 
in  1830  was  very  near  four  million  and  a  half  bushels, 
which  is  nearly  one-half  of  the  annual  consumption  of  that 
article  in  the  United  SUtes.     After  the  sad  experience  of 
the  last  war,  during  which  the  price  of  the  article  was  so 
much  enhanced  along  the  seaboard,  I  am  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  see  the  exertions  that  have  been  made  to  reduce 
the  duty,  and  thereby  hazard  its  future  domestic  produc- 
tion.    It  is  with  this  as  with  other  articles  that  are  ma- 
nufactured in  the  country.     It  can  be  obtained  by  an 
exchange  of  commodities;  but  if  we  are  left  to  pay  the 
cash  to  foreigners  for  all  we  need,  I  am  at  a  lo^  to  con- 
ceive where  or  to  what  market  we  should  send  our  agri- 
cultural productions  to  raise  the  means  of  payment.     In 
aftertimea  the  historian  will  scarcely  be  believed,  who 
shall  record  the  fact  that  this  proud  republic,  with  a  po- 
pulation exceeding  twelve  millions  of  people,  could  not, 
from  its  own  skill  and^  labor,  supply  its  citizens  with  their 
daily  raiment,  nor  with  the  quantity  of  salt  necessary  to 
mingle  with  their  provisions.     At  the  proper  time  I  will 
move  to  strike  this  clause  from  the  bill . 

One  of  the  members  of  the  committee  has  assured  us 
that  the  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  woollens  is  a  suffi- 
cient protection,  and  that  he  was  justified  in  making  the 
assertion  by  the  evidence  that  had  been  collected  at  the  last 


session  of  Congrtas,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  tiie  l>easury.  To  sustain  the  assumption,  he  read  to  us  a 
few  passages  from  some  manuscript  statements,  and  some 
others  fcom  a  printed  volume  of  evidence,  which  had 
not  then  been  laid  on  the  desks  of  members.    Some  of 
the  witnesses,  if  such  they  may  be  called,  stated  that  many 
of  the  manufacturers  of  woollen  goods  were  making  little 
or  no  profits,  while  others  differed  widely  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  profits  that  they  severally  made  in  their  respective 
establishments,  varying  from  seven  to  forty  per  cent.     I 
think  there  is  only  one  individual  who  stated  that  he  made 
forty  per  cent.     But  from  the  testimony,  taking  it  all  to* 
gether,  it  is  clearly  established,  that  the  busineu,  gene- 
rally, has  heretofore  been  unproductive,  and  ruinous  to 
many.     The  member  appeared  to  be  conscious  of  this, 
when  he  exclaimed  that  the  failures  were  ascribable  to 
the  want  of  skill  and  capital,  and  not  to  the  want  of  pro- 
tection.    Now  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  member,  that 
the  want  of  skill  and  capital  may  have  been,  and  very 
probably  was,  the  cause  of  many  failures.     This  was  to 
be  expected  in  a  new  pursuit,  and  the  whole  scope  and 
design  of  the  protective  system  was  to  encourage  the  ci- 
tizens of  this  country  to  embark  in  a  business  measurably 
new  and  untried,  and  upon  the  protection  of  which  our 
national  independence  and  prosperity  so  much  depended. 
The  grand  design  was,  to  invite  skill  and  capital  to  tli« 
country,  and  much  has  been  effected  t  and  if  let  alone,  we 
shall  have  both  skill  and  capital,  and  the  business  will 
flourish  and  become  co-extensive  with  the  wants  of  the 
country.     At  the  time  this  testimony  was  taken,  the  act 
of  1828  was  in  force,  and  it  was  taken  with  reference  to 
the  provisions  of  that  act,  which  afforded  an  average  pro- 
tection of  sixty-five  per  cent.    In  some  instances  it  was 
as  low  as  forty-five,  and  in  others  as  high  as  one  hundred 
and  twelve,  but  the  average  protection  was  sixty-five  per 
cent.    The  difference  between  the  act  of  1828  and  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  is  forty-five  per  cent.   Now, 
can  it  be  pretended  that  no  profits,  or  profits  varying 
from  seven  to  forty  per  cent.,  if  such  pronts  as  the  latter 
were  ever  realized,  will  justify  the^sub traction  of  forty- 
five  per  cent,  from  the  protection  afforded  at  the  time 
these  profits  were  made }    It  is  very  uncertain  whether 
the  losses  in  this  business  have  not  been  as  gpreat  as  the 
profits,  and  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  average  pro- 
fits have  been  any  thing  like  that  described  by  the  wit- 
ness who  says  that  his  amounted  to  forty  per  cent.  The 
member  then  is  not  borne  out  in  the  assumption  that  the 
profits  of  the  business  justify  the  reduction.     The  ho- 
norable member  also  read  some  other  passages,  in  which 
the  persons  state,  or  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  if  the 
frauds  upon  the  revenue  could  be  suppressed,  and  the  raw 
material  admitted  under  a  corresponding  duty,  a  clear 
protection  of  twenty -five  per  cent,  would  be  sufficient. 
By  this  bill  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  is  levied  on  wool, 
and  twenty  on  imported  woollen  g^ods.     It  has  been  said 
that  the  cost  of  the  wool  is  equal  to  half  the  value  of  the 
article  manufactured  from  it.     If  this  be  so,  the  protec- 
tion afforded  to  the  manufacturer  is  but  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent.     If  the  duty  on  wool  increases  ita  price,  the 
amount  of  that  increase  is  so  much  taken  from  protection. 
Wool  worth  fifty  cents  will  produce,  when  manufactured, 
a  dollar's  worth  of  cloth.     On  that  quantity  of  wool  the 
duty  is  seven  and  a  half  cents.     This,  taken  from  the 
twenty  cents  protection  given  to  the  manufactured  article, 
reduces  the  protection  to  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 
Now,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  member  could 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  a  clear  protection  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  can  justify  a  reduction  to  twenty,  with  a 
duty  of  fifteen  on  *tlie  raw  material.    He  is  equally  un- 
fortunate in  the  assertion,  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
and  those  contained  in  the  act  of  1816,  are  the  same,  and 
that  the  protection  furnished,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of 
the  agents  or  witnesses,  is  sufficient.     After  attempting 
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to  fthow  that  a  much  larger  sum  is  requisite,  it  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  to  attempt  to  defeat  the  assertion  that  a 
lesser  sum  will  suffice. 

We  are  tuld,  as  I  have  already  remarked*  by  the  same 
honorable  member,  that  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  it 
is  necessary  to  act  and  not  speak — ^and  that  a  crisis  has 
arisen  which  renders  it  necessary  that  we  should  speedily 
pass  on  this  bill.  Now  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  the 
member  means  by  a  crins,  unless  he  alludes  to  the  dis- 
contents that  prevail  in  a  certain  portion  of  the  country. 
If  the  passa^  of  this  bill  be  necessary  to  allay  those  dis- 
contents, is  he  certain  that  he  will  thereby  ensure  peace 
to  the  country?  Does  he  suppose  that  the  Middle  and 
Northern  States  will  quietly  submit  to  the  destruction  of 
their  property  to  silence  the  complaints  of  others? 

If  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  its  consequent  effect  upon 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  the  country,  should 
be  such  as  to  transfer  the  discontents  from  the  South  to 
the  North,  and  if  the  really  injured  inhabitants  of  that 
country  should  take  the  very  grounds  now  occupied  in 
the  South, and  should  engage  in  the  actual  assemblage  of  an 
armed  force,  to  oppose  the  laws  of  the  Union,  would  the 
member  then  rise  in  his  place  and  tell  us  that  another 
crisis  had  arisen,  and  would  he  again  conjure  this  House, 
by  every  consideration  growing  out  of  patriotism  or  love 
of  country,  to  restore  the  protecting  duties  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  the  integrity  of  the  Union?  If  he  will 
follow  out  his  theory,  he  will  find  that  it  will  not  answer 
in  practice.  He  will  discover  that  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, instead  of  being  influenced  by  the  general  welfiire, 
will  be  governed  by  those  who  can  make  the  most  noise 
and  the  loudest  complaints.  I  believe  that  the  honorable 
member  is  influenced  by  the  purest  motives,  and  it  is  no 
part  of  my  intention  to  cast  the  least  censure  on  him  by 
these  remarks;  nor  is  it  my  intention,  on  this  occamon,  to 
utter  a  single  expression  of  unkindness  or  disrespect  in 
relation  to  the  State  in  which  an  unhappy  excitement  now 
prevails.  I  would  rather  cherish  the  belief  that  the  day 
IS  not  distant  when  the  prevailing  excitement  will  pass 
away,  and  when  the  representatives  of  all  the  States  will 
again  assemble  here  with  those  feelings  of  kindness  and 
Mfection  which  characterized  the  early  legislation  of  the 
country:  rather  than  embitter  the  future  by  unnecessary 
severity  of  expression,  it  would  be  far  more  acceptable 
to  my  feelings  to  cast  the  mantle  of  charity  over  our  in- 
ternal differences,  and  hide  them  forever  from  the  view 
of  the  world.  But  I  cannot  persuade  myself  into  the  be- 
lief that  matters  of  this  kind  ought  to  have  any  influence 
with  us  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties.  The  constitution 
was  Intended  fur  the  general  good;  and,  in  leeislating 
here,  we  ought  to  look  to  that.  The  whole  scneme  of 
our  general  and  local  Governments  is  based  upon  the  liy- 
potliesis  that  the  majority  ought  to  govern,  and  we  can- 
not stand  justified  in  bartering  away  the  rights  of  the 
majority  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  the  minority,  especially 
if  the  concession  will  be  productive  of  no  benefit  even  to 
the  minority. 

\f'e  are  also  tG|)d  that  reduction  must  be  made,  and 
that  the  tarifl^  must  come  down.  The  manufacturers 
are  giyen  to  understand  that  their  destruction  will  be 
effected  with  great  kindness — that  they  are  not  to  be  slain 
upon  the  spot,  but  that  they  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
gradually  sinking  down,  and  two  or  three  years  are  allot 
.  ted  for  that  purpose.  They  are  placed  in  the  attitude  of 
the  convicted  felon,  who,  when  he  finds  he  can  no  longer 
escape  the  offended  laws,  appeals  to  the  mercy  of  his 
judge,  and  asks  that  the  day  of  execution  may  be  defer- 
red as  long  as  possible.  This. humble  privilege  is  now 
held  out  to  our  own  citizens,  who  have  invested  their 
property,  under  the  plighted  faith  of  the  laws,  in  manu- 
facturing establishments  which  now  make  more  than  half 
the  raiment  used  in  the  country;  yes,  they  are  to  go  down 
forever,  to  gratify,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  unfounded 


complaints  of  others,  who  allege  that  the  system  of  pro- 
tection is  oppresMve.  The  assertion  is  made  with  appa- 
rent confidence;  but  how  is  it  oppressive?  What  griev- 
ances are  sustained  in  the  South,  that  are  not  common  to 
the  whole  country  ?  We  must  have  revenue,  and  if  that 
revenue  be  collected  in  just  proportions  from  every  part 
of  the  land,  and  no  more  is  collected  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  Government,  who  is  there 
that  has  just  cause  of  complaint?  Were  the  principal 
part  of  the  revenue  collected  from  clothing  alone,  is  it 
not  an  article  in  use  wherever  civilized  man  is  to  be  found? 
And  if  the  revenue  collected  from  it  should  operate 
equally,  wherein  consists  the  oppression?  Were  the 
whole  of  the  revenue  collected  from  articles  of  this  de- 
scription, the  South  would  still  have  the  advantage,  as  in 
the  North  a  gfreater  quantity  is  necessary  to  protect  the 
inhabitants  from  the  severity  of  .winter.  This  is  an  ad- 
vantage however  afforded  by  situation  and  a  milder  cli- 
mate, and  ought  to  furnish  no  cause  of  complaint  to  those 
whose  fortune  it  has  been  to  fall  in  those  sections  of  our 
country  where  such  advantages  are  denied  to  them.  If 
we  seek  to  place  revenue  on  articles  not  of  general  use, 
it  becomes  a  contest  for  exemption  from  the  burdens  of 
Government,  >yhich  ought  to  be  common;  and  in  so  do- 
ing, instead  of  being  just,  we  are  seeking  exemptions  for 
ourselves,  by  casting  the  weight  on  others.  In  its  present 
form,  I  cannot  believe  that  this  bill  will  receive  the  ap- 
probation of  the  House;  for  who  ever  heard  of  a  nation 
deliberately  setting  about  the  destruction,  or  of  even 
hazarding  the  property  of  its  citizens^  and  to  such  a  vast 
extent?  If  accomplished,  will  it  give  peace  to  the  coun- 
try? I  again  repeat  it,  that  I  am  for  a  reduction  to  the 
absohite  wants  of  the  treasur>';  and  if  this  bill  can  be  so 
modified  as  to  effect  that  object,  and  at  the  same  time 
give  as  much  protection  to  domestic  manufactures  as  the 
extent  of  the  revenue  will  reasonably  admit,  it  shall  re- 
ceive my  support— but  otherwise,  it  cannot. 

Mr.  BURGF;S  now  obtained  the  floor,  t&d  moved  for 
the  rising  of  the  committee;  but  withdrew  his  motion  to 
gfive  opportunity  to 

Mr.  WILDE,  who  explained  to  Mr.  CAXBKELS^ro,  at 
considerable  extent,  disclaiming  all  disrespect  in  his  re- 
marks of  last  Wednesday  towards  the  State  of  New  York, 
her  statesmen,  or  political  parties. 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  replied,  and 

Mr.  VINTON  followed,  all  explaining  in  reference  to 
what  had  passed  last  evening. 

Mr.  BURGES  then  renewed  his  motion,  (at  half  past 
six,)  which  prevailed — Ayes  75,  Noes  50. 

So  the  committee  rose  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Satukdat,  Jaituaiit  26. 
TARIFF  AGENTS. 

A  resolution  introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  AnvoLs, 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  names  of 
the  agents  emplo}'ed  to  collect  testimony  on  the  subject 
of  the  tariff,  and  the  names, 'residence,  and  occupation  of 
the  witnesses  whose  testimony  had  been  taken,  and  the 
compensation  paid,  coming  up  for  consideration, 

Mr.  VERFLANCK  observed  that  he  would  not  oppose 
this  resolution,  though  he  did  not  see  its  necessity.  He 
had  made  it'a  rule  to  vote  for  all  serious  calls  for  informa- 
tion, and,  in  following  this  rule,  he  had  sometimes  differed 
from  those  with  whom  he  usually  acted  in  the  House,  and 
sometimes  doubtless  voted  for  calls  for  information  which 
the  House  had  already.  Still  he  tlTought  the  rule  a  good 
one,  and  would  continue  to  follow  it.  But  the  language 
of  the  present  resolution  seemed  to  intimate  that  there 
was  a  suspicion  of  unfairness  or  partiality  in  the  selection 
of  agents,  or  some  abuse  in  the  amount  or  mode  of  com- 
pensation. It  was,  therefore,  due  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  anticipate  or  prevent  such  an  impression  in 
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any  qu&rter.  Now,  snid  Mr.  V.,  there  is  nothing^  secret 
or  concealed  In  the  matter,  nor  any  things  of  importance 
that  can  be  learnt  at  the  Treasury  which  might  not 
be  learnt  from  the  documents  already  in  possession  of 
the  House,  and  which  is  not  in  substance  known  to  the 
members  of  at  least  two  of  our  standing  committees^  that 
on  Manufactures,  and  that  of  Ways  and  Means.  Having, 
on  behalf  of  the  latter  committee,  during  the  last  session, 
prepared  and  reported  the  bill  which,  amongst  other  ap- 
propriatioos,  contained  provision  for  the  payment  of  these 
expenses,  I  had  myself  occasion  to  examine  their  charac- 
ter  more  specially  than  most  other  gentlemen.  When 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported  \i\s  prtjet  of  a  tariff 
bill  last  year,  he  sent,  with  his  report,  a  copy  of  iiis  circu- 
lar to  the  agents  selected  to  collect  information  under  the 
resolution  of  this  House.  In  this  he  had  stated  the  allow- 
ance of  compensation  he  prop  used  to  give  to  the  principal 
agents,  leaving  to  them  the  selection  of  assistants,  and  au- 
thorizing them  to  make  other  necessary  expenditures. 
The  allowance  was  six  dollars  a  day,  which,  at  first, 
struck  me  as  large;  but  upon  consideration  of  the  short- 
ness of  the  time  allowed,  and  the  necessity  of  sacrifi. 
cing  all  other  business  to  this,  the  committee  had  agreed 
that  it  was  not  unreasonable.  The  selection  of  the  princi- 
pal agents  (upon  whose  cliaraoter  and  intelligence  and 
choice  of  subagents  in  the  States,  the  value  of  the  whole 
mass  of  information  depends)  had  been  made  upon  the 
fairest  and  most  honorable  principles,  looking  to  the  re- 
presentation of  both  the  great  opinions  upon  the  protec- 
tive system,  atid  with  utter  disregard  to  party  politics  or 
personal  patronage.  Most  of  them  were  chosen  on  the 
recommendation  of  distinguished  members  of  Congress 
of  both  political  parties.  Thus,  in  Massachusetts,  that 
distinguished  champion  of  free  trade,  Henry  Lee,  had 
been  chosen  as  one  of  the  agents.  He  had,'  however,  de- 
clined. ^^HXh  him  were  then  associated  gentlemen  of 
other  opnq^  who  had  served  on  this  duty.  Among 
these  wtft.1|fwrd  Philips,  a  leading  member  of  the  late 
tariflT  coqu^fion,  an  opponent  of  this  administration,  and 
a  gentleman  not  less  known  for  his  general  talent  and  in- 
formation than  for  his  precise  and  conscientious  accuracy. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  Stephen  Allen,  of  the  city, 
and  Allen  Bronson,  of  Oswego,  both  Senators  of  the  State, 
were  fii^st  selected.  Men  of  higher  character  or  more 
practical  knowledge  and  talent  could  not  be  found.  They 
had  both  declined,  but  on  the  pressing  request  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  the  latter  gentleman  had  consented  to 
serve,  so  far  as  to  select  the  assistants,  direct  their  inqui- 
ries, and  sum  up  their  results;  fur  which  he  has  neither 
asked  nor  received  compensation;  and  his  letter  con- 
taining these  general  results  has  been  ^referred  to  in  de- 
bate. Its  ability,  clearness,  and  good' sense,  can  speak 
for  themselves,  without  the  aid  of  his  respectable  name. 
General  Lynch,  of  New  York,  and  other  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  manufacturing  interests,  in  political  opposi- 
tion to  the  Secretary,  had  also  been  selected  for  particu- 
lar information,  and*  had  received  some  compensation  for 
their  time  and  travel. 

In  New  Jersey,  a  former  member  of  this  House  was 
selected  as  the  general  agent,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
(Governor  Dickerson)  whose  zeal  for  those  interests 
could  not  well  be  questioned.  In  the  Secretary's  own 
State,  (Delaware,)  he  chose  Mr.Gray,  a  zealous  opponent 
of  the  adininstration,  of  which  he  was  part. 
^  In  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  McLanehad  selected  t«o  gentle- 
men, distinguished  by  their  country  as  the  most  ardent 
champions  of  the  two  sides  on  the  ^reat  question,  and 
both  of  them,  as  it  happened,  adversaries  of  this  adminis- 
tration, Mathew  Carey  and  Clement  Biddle. 

Such  are  the  men  and  the  principle  upon  which  they 
were  chosen,  and  the  selection  is  certainly  honomble  to 
the  fairness  and  liberality,  as  well  as  the  judgment  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  names  of  these  agents, 
and  their  various  opinions,  cannot  but  add  weight  to  this 
testimony. 

These  agents  were  responsible  for  choice  of  subagents 
and  the  compensation  allowed  them,  subject  to  the  super- 
vision  of  the  treasury.  There  is  no  irround  for  imputing 
any  abuse  here.  An  appropriation  of*  seventeen  thousand 
dollars,  to  cover  all  these  expenses,  had  been  made. 
When  it  was  made,  though  large,  it  did  not  appear  exces- 
sive, either  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  to 
that  on-  Manufactures,  and  had  been  explained  to  the  full 
satisfaction,  both  of  this  House  and  the  other.  But  if  there 
is  any  complaint  on  that  hand,  I  am  happy  to  add  that  this 
sum  has  been  found  More  than  was  needed,  some  of  the 
charges  of  subagents  having  been  reduced  or  rejected. 

With  these  explanations,  which  seem  to  me  to  be  due 
to  the  character  of  the  head  of  the  treasury,  I  am  quite 
willing  that  the  resolution  should  pass. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  a  division. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  the  tariff  bill,  Mr.  Watitb  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  BURGES  rose,  and  addressed  the  committee  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

The  nation,  said  Mr.  B.,  has  already  seen  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  system  in  our  policy  and  legislation. 
This  measure  is  intended  as  a  part,  if  not  the  final  part,  in 
that  system,  and,  if  carried  into  operation,  will  form  an  era 
in  our  Government  no  less  memorable  than  the  celebrat- 
ed statute  of  July  4,  1789.  That  law  was  the  beginning 
of  our  protecting  policy;  the  first,  and  not  the  least  dis- 
tinguished in  a  series  of  legislative  measures,  which  have 
placed  our  country  in  a  condition  so  prosperous.  The  bill 
now  under  consideration  is  intended  for  the  overthrow  of 
that  great  policy,  and  myst,  with  its  kindred  measures, 
bring  into  our  nation  a  chain  of  disasters  and  adversity. 

A  wise  man,  who  has  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  every 
season,  looks  back  upon  them  and  their  causes,  from  the 
confines  of  tlie  old,  before  he  steps  over  the  threshold  of 
the  new  year.  Let  us  do  so;  and  that  we  may  indeed 
"  be  thankful  for  the  past,"  take  a  parting  look  at  its  be- 
nefits and  their  sources;  and  then,  that  we  may  provide 
for  the  future,  let  us  examine  what  that  future,  under 
the  influence  of  this  untried  measure,  is  likely  to  bring 
upon  us. 

Those  men  who  devised  and  set  up  our  present  frame 
of  Government  were,  many  of  them,  called  by  the  people 
to  put  that  Government  into  operation.  If  they  iiad  for- 
gotten all  debate  in  convention,  they  could,  nevertheless, 
plainly  read  in  the  constitution  itself,  that  legislative 
power  was,  by  the  people,  given  to  Congress  for  three 
great  purposes: 

1st.  To  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States; 

2d.  To  provide  for  tlie  common  defence; 

3d.  To  promote  the  general  welfare. 

No  Fpecified  power  was  granted  but  for  these  three 

f)urposes;  and,  to  the  same  intent,  the  power  to  mali;e  all 
aws  proper  or  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  those  powers, 
was  also  given. 

To  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  Stales,  they  could  lay 
and  collect  direct  taxes,  or  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  nation.  For  the  same  purpose  they  might  lay  and 
collect  taxes  indirectly,  by  impost,  duties,  and  excise. 
They  could  also  raise  money  in  all  these  three  ways,  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence. 

For  the  common  defence,  too,  they  could  raise  and  sup- 
port armies,  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,  organize  and 
call  out  the  militia,  declare  war  and  make  reprisals.  All 
other  express  powers  were  given  to  promote  the  general 
welfare.  For  this  purpose  was  given  your  power  of  ex- 
clusive legislation  in  certain  cases;  your  power  of  orga- 
nizing the  judiciary;  encouraging  arts  and  science;  esta- 
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bliahtng  the  mail,  and  regulating  its  movements;  forming' 
rules  of  naturalization  and  bankruptcy;  fixing  a  standard 
for  the  medium,  the  weight  and  measure  of  all  exchange 
of  commodities;  and,  finally,  your  power  of  regulating 
commerce,  by  either  imposts,  or  duties,  or  excise,  or  li- 
mitations, or  prohibitions;  and  that,  too,  by  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  that  purpose.  . 

All  these  powers  are  so  inseparable  from  the  general 
welfare,  that,  although  they  might  of  right  have  been  ex- 
ercised by  the  several  States,  yet  they  never  could  have 
exercised  them  to  any  valuable  purpose  had  the  people 
not  granted  them  to  Congress.  The  power,  therefore,  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  seems  to  be  the  power  to  do 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  whatever  the  States  severally 
had  a  right  to  do,  but  could  not,  in  a  state  of  separation, 
perform. 

One  of  the  most  essential  powers  ever  exercised  by  any 
Government,  is  nowhere  expressly  given  to  Cong^ress  by 
the  constitution,  and  cannot  be  found  in  it,  unless  it  be 
implied  in  the  power  "to  promote  the  general  welfare." 
The  constitution  gives  power  to  raise  money  for  several 
specific  purposes,  and  it  gives  the  power  also  to  promote 
tb«  general  welfare;  but  it  nowhere  expressly  empowers 
you  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  Government. 

Will  any  man  deny  that  the  power  is  given  to  Congress 
to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  Government,  or,  for  that 
purpose,  to  make  any  law  necessary  and  proper  to  open 
either  or  all  the  five  great  sources  of  revenue,  provided  to 
enable  us  to  promote  the"  general  welfare.^  Can  we  do 
nothing  else  by  impost  to  promote  the  general  welfare, 
but  raise  money  to  pay  ourselves  and  other  public  ser- 
vants? Can  we  in  no  other  way  employ  impost,  or  regu- 
late commerce,  by  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  promote 
that  welfare?  Can  we  not,  by  those  powers  granted  to 
Congren,  and  prohibited  to  the  States,  promote  that  wel- 
fare in  all  those  ways  in  which  independent  nations  may, 
or  the  several  States  could  of  right,  promote  the  general 
welfare  of  their  own  people?  Whatever  each  one  of  the 
several  States  could  of  right  have  done  to  promote  the  wel- 
fiire  of  the  people  of  such  State,  by  the  exercise  of  the 
power  now  g^nted  to  us,  and  prohibited  to  it  by  those 
people,  we  can  now  of  right  do,  and  are  bound  to  do,  for 
the  same  purpose. 

If  each  State  severally  could,  by  the  regulation  of 
finance  and  of  commerce;,  so  reg^ilate  its  foreign  inter- 
course as  to  encourage  and  protect  its  own  domestic  in- 
dustry, then,  because  the  people  of  each  and  all  these 
States  have  divested  them  of  the  exercise  of  those  powers, 
and  given  them  and  that  exercise  to  us,  we  can  exercise 
the  same  powers,  and  are  bound  to  exercise  them  for  the 
same  g^reat  purpose. 

No  State  could,  of  right,  before  the  constitution,  bin- 
der  any  other  State  In  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  in 
this  manner,  and  for  this  purpose;  and,  therefore,  no 
State  can  of  right,  since  the  constitution,  hinder  Congress 
in  the  exercise  of  the  same  powers,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  for  the  same  purposes.  If,  at  the  establishment  of  the 
constitution,  no  State  had  any  interest  requiring  such 
hindrance,  then  this  exercise  of  this  poVirer,  in  this  man- 
ner, and  for  this  purpose,  was  at  that  time  necessary  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  all. 

If,  therefore,  any  State  now  pretend  to  have  any  inte- 
rest requiring  any  such  hindrance,  t,hat  State  miist  show 
that  they  in  fact  have  such  interest;  and  that,  under  the 
constitution,  they  have  a  right  to  create  and  establish  the 
same.  For  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  any  State 
can  in  fact  have,  or  can  have  any  right  to  have  and  hold, 
any  interest  under  the  constitution  inconsistent  with  the 
general  welfare.  Would  not  such  an  interest  be  a  com- 
mon nuisance,  and  liable  to  public  abatement?  The  slave 
trade,  carried  on  between  foreign  nations  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  in  American  ships,  with  American 
capital,  was  a  great  and  lucrative  interest.     It  existed 


before  the  constitution,  and  no  power  is  expressly  given 
by  that  constitution  to  interrupt  that  interest,  hy  what 
power  has  that  trade  been  prohibited?  that  lucrativ.e  in- 
terest abolished?  That  trade  was  adjudged,  by  the  states- 
men of  our  country,  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  general 
welfare;  and  the  whole  concern  was,  therefore,  abated 
and  removed  as  a  g^eat  public  nuisance. 

Sir,  you  can  raise  money  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, because,  and  only  because,  that  Government  pro- 
motes the  general  welfare.  How  then  can  that  Government 
be  called  upon  to  promote  or  to  preserve  any  interest 
inconsistent  with  that  welfare  ?  or  how  can  you  provide 
for  the  support  of  that  Government,  when,  to  promote 
that  interest,  it  sacrifices  that  welfare? 

At  the  establishment  of  this  Government,  there  was  no 
interest  in  any  State  inconsistent  with  the  general  welfare; 
for  Congress,  at  that  time,  exercised  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  by  imposts,  and  did  so  regelate  commerce: 
first,  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  support  of  Government; 
and,  second,  to  countervail  the  laws  of  foreign  countries, 
and  encourage  and  protect  the  labor  and  capital  of  the 
whole  American  people. 

The  great  law  of  July  4,  1789,  in  its  preamble,  de- 
signates the  encouragement  and  protection  of  manufac- 
tures only,  because  they  were  then  behind  other  brancbes 
of  production  in  growth,  and  more  especially  required 
the  cherishing  influence  of  a  Government  established 
"to  promote  the  general  welfiire;"  but  this  law,  in  its 
various  provisions,  reached  and  encouraged  the  products 
of  land,  capital,  and  labor,  uj  each  preat  department  of 
industry  in  every  State  of  the  Union.  At  that  time. 
Congress  announced  to  the  nation,  that  impost  placed  on 
imported  commodities,  as  a  tax  to  raise  money  for  the 
support  of  Government,  was  a  constitutional  exercise  of 
their  powers;  and  impost  placed  on  like  commodities,  as 
a  regulation  of  commerce,  to  encourage  and  protect  ma- 
nufactures, was  equally  constitutional,  because  equally 
necessary  "to  promote  the  genei-al  welfare."  When 
this  was  done,  every  great  branch  of  production,  except 
sugar,  now  in  the  United  States,  had  already  been  com- 
menced, but  not  a  voice  in  the  nation  called  in  question 
the  principle  of  that  law,  or  intimated  that  a  solitary  in- 
terest existed,  or  could  exist,  in  the  whole  country,  which 
might  ever  be  injuriously  affected  by  the  use  of  it  in  its 
fullest  extension.  What  new  interest,  since  that  time, 
has  come  into  existence  in  these  United  States?  Not  to- 
bacco, for  that  had  long  been  cultivated  in  the  country; 
was  then  in  Virginia,  and  was  not  only  a  gp*eat  product 
for  export,  but,  in  some  sort,  a  currency  by  which  to 
exchange  other  commodities.  Is  it  rice?  Certainly  not; 
for  rice  was,  before  the  revolution,  the  great  staple 
of  South  Carolina  agriculture.  Cotton,  too,  was  then  in 
existence  in  that  State,  but  in  the  most  helpless  infancy 
of  that  existence.  It  stretched  out  its  feeble  arms  to- 
wards the  nation;  and,  without  power  to  speak  for  itself, 
the  whole  delegation  of  South  Carolina  called  on  Con- 
gress to  encourage  its  incipient  growth.  This  was  done; 
and  cotton  was  encouraged  by  a  more  efficient  rate  of 
impost  than  was  given  to  the  encouragement  of  any"  other 
agricultural  proauct  in  the  country;  for,  in  1791,  the 
export  of  it  amounted  to  18^,316  pounds.  In  1816,  when 
tliis  ])roduction  had  increased  in  magnitude,  when  the  ex- 
portation had  reached  81,747,116  pounds,  another  call 
was  made  on  Cong^^ess  for  encouragement;  and  then,  for 
the  first  time,  impost  was  used  bv  this  and  the  other 
House  to  create  a  prohibition;  -ana  that  prohibition  was 
created  and  set  up  to  favor  this  then  flourishing  interest. 
Impost,  rising  from  75  to  100  per  cent,  placed  on  East  In- 
dia cotton  cloth,  excluded  nearly  30,000,000  pounds  of 
cotton  in  that  form  from  the  market  of  our  country,  and 
secured  tu  a  like  amount  that  market  to  the  domestic 
cotton,  then  grown  principally  in  South  Carolina.  The 
cotton-grewing  interest  was,   therefore,  one  of  the  na- 


1361 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


1863 


Jaw.  26,  1833.] 


Tht  7}xriff  BiU, 


[H.  or  R. 


tional  iDterests  in  1789;  and  the  encouras^ement  or  pro- 
tection of  it,  both  then  and  in  1816,  and  of  all  other  inte- 
rests comprehended  in  the  general  welfare,  was  neither 
inconsistent  with  the  constitution,  nor  adverse  to  that  or 
any  other  great  interest  of  the  South. 

No,  sir,  the  cotton-growing  interest  of  the  South,  in 
its  youthful  progress,  received  the  cherishing  encou- 
ragement of  Congress  as  an  affectionate  child  receives 
the  care  and  kindness  of  a  parent,  with  a  gratitude  warm 
and  apparently  sincere.  Why,  then,  is  the  nation,  like 
the  good  old  Lear,  **  whose  frank  heart  gave  all,"  now 
left  by  that  South  to  feel  *«  how  much  sharper  than  a  ser- 
pent's tooth  is  filial  ingratitude?"  That  interest  has  grown 
to  a  sturdy  manhood,  has  reached  the  age  of  independence; 
and,  like  those  savages  who  destroy  the  parent  to  relieve 
the  child  from  the  burden  of  his  support,  now  wages  a 
most  unnatural  war  with  the  nation,  because  no  longer  in 
want  of  encouragement  and  protection. 

Was  the  manufacture  of  cotton  an  interest  unknown  to 
Congress  in  1789?  No,  sir,  it  was  coeval  in  its  com- 
mencement here  with  the  growth  of  that  plant  itself. 
The  papers  read  by  one  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee date  the  commencement  of  that  manufacture  in 
1799;  but  this  mistake  of  eleven  years  in  the  age  of  this 
great  and  absorbing  interest  of  our  country  is  but  one 
among  volumes  of  error  collected  and  reported  in  those 
papers.  An  event  in  my  life,  never  to  be  forgx>tten  by 
me,  brought  me  to  a  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  this  in- 
terest, which  enables  me  to  correct  this  error.  Permit 
me  to  speak  as  a  witness  concerning  the  commence- 
ment of  a  manufacture  now  not  less  important  to  the  con- 
sumption than  the  production  of  our  cdVmtry. 

In  the  spring  of  1791  I  turned  my  back  on  the  summer 
delights  of  the  plough  and  the  sickle,  and  on  the  winter 
amusements  of  the  cooper's  adze  and  driver;  and,  in  the 
April  of  that  spring,  I  left  the  scene  of  the  sports  and 
labors  of  twenty-one  years  for  the  school  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Williams,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  some  know- 
ledge of  those  languages,  by  the  mere  scraps  and  frag- 
ments of  which,  scattered  in  this  hall  the  other  evening, 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Wildk]  so  instructed 
this  committee.  My  first  day's  travel  brought  me  at  even- 
ing to  Shephard's  tavern,  in  the  town  of  Wrentham.  At 
this  place  I  found  a  cotton  mill  of  a  few  spindles  then 
in  full  operation.  This  miniature  of  what  has  since  ap- 
peared in  our  country  was  a  little  slip  planted  here  the 
preceding  summer,  but  tiken  from  the  parent  stock, 
which  had  been  planted  two  years  before  at  Pawtucket 
falls,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island.  The  next  year,  pass- 
ingon  the  road  from  the  school  of  Dr.  Williams  to  Pro- 
vidence, I  went  through  Pawtucket,  and  there,  for  the 
first  time,  saw  the  first  cotton  mill  ever  bct  up  iu  the  Unit- 
ed States.  This  had,  as  I  understood,  been  in  operation 
more  than  three  years.  It  is,  therefore,  known  to  roe, 
that  the  editor  of  these  papers  has,  from  carelessness  or 
desigT),  mistaken  the  age  of  tlie  cotton  manufacture  in  our 
country,  at  least  ten  if  not  eleven  years. 

Let  no  man,  deceived  by  these  papers,  pretend  that 
this  great  interest  did  not  commence  in  the  United  States 
until  tan  years  after  the  commencement  of  our  system  of 
encouragement  and  protection.  It  was  in  existence  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  first  Congress^  and  if  the  law  of 
July  4, 1789,  embraced  in  its  provisions  every  interest  then 
in  the  country,  this  interest  is  eminently  entitled  to  all 
their  benefits. 

What  efTects  have  been  produced  by  this  system  of  en- 
couraging and  protecting  policy,  which  were  not  intend- 
ed to  be  produced  by  its  operation?  It  was  intended,  1st, 
to  encourage,  and  thereby  increase,  tlie  amount  of  do- 
mestic production.  To  eflTect  this  encdi|ragement,  by  im- 
post placed  on  imported  commodities,  the  price  of  such 
commodities  must  be  raised  in  the  domestic  market  by 
a  sum  either  equal  to  such  impost,  or  to  some  smaller 
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amount.  The  imported  commodity,  with  this  increased 
price  brought  into  the  market,  encouraged  the  home  pro- 
ducer to  labor  for  the  supply  of  that  market,  in  the  hope 
of  ffttodviiig  a  price  equally  increased  for  his  own  pro- 
Did  not-  impost  produce  that  effect  under  the  law  of 
1739?  Cotton  was  then  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  Surinam;  and  was  sold  at  not  less  than  two  shillings 
New  England  currency,  equal  to  thirty-tliree  and  s  third 
cents  a  pound.  Impost,  at  Uie  rate  of  three  cents  s  pound, 
was,  by  that  law,  placed  on  imported  cotton.  Such  cot- 
ton immediately  rose  in  the  market  three  cents,  equal  to 
nine  per  cent,  on  its  value  in  the  domestic,  and  about 
twelve  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  the  price  in  the  foreign 
market.  A  duty  of  six  cents  a  pound  was,  by  impost, 
placed  on  manufactured  tobacco;  of  ten  cents  a  pound  on 
snuff.  Did  not  these  duties  raise  the  price  of  these  com- 
modities, and  so  encourage  home  production  to  hasten 
into  the  market  and  obtain  these  increased  prices?  I'his 
increased  price  was  intended  to  be  the  effect,  and  has  been 
the  effect  of  all  laws  nude  for  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic industry.  How  else  could  such  laws  give  such  en- 
couragement? Such  encouragement  has- been  the  effect, 
and  will  be  the  efiect  of  all  impost  on  imported  com- 
modities, so  long  as  imported  commodities  are  so  abun- 
dant in  your  market  as  to  regulate  the  price  of  such 
commodities,  whether  foreign  or  domestic.  If  the  im- 
porter set  the  price,  and  can  command  that  price,  he  will 
charge  whatever  his  imported  commodity  has  cost  abroad, 
with  the  cost  of  importation  added,  and  the  duty  in  addi- 
tion to  the  whole.  If  the  domestic  producer  place  a 
commodity  equally  good  in  the  market  by  the  side  of  the 
foreign,  he  wdl  get  the  same  price;  and  the  whole  duty 
will  be  so  much  encouragement  to  his  labor  and  capital, 
in  Supplying  the  market. 

Impost  was  intended  to  operate  as  encouragement,  and 
in  this  manner  upon  domestic  production,  until,  by  its 
long  continuance  and  increased  amount,  such  production 
had,  by  its  increased  amount,  obtained  the  control  of  the 
domestic  market.  Then  impost,  which  ^  bad,  by  raising 
price,  operated  as  encouragement,  begins  to  produce 
competition  among  domestic  producers,  and  to  operate  as 
protection  operates.  This  competition  reduces  price;  and 
if  impost  be  raised  and  sustained  at  the  point  of  perfect 
protection,  giving  and  securing  the  whole  domestic  mar- 
ket to  the  domestic  producers,  competition  wiU  have  its 
perfect  effect,  and  reduce  price  to  its  lowest  rate. 

Has  not  this  effect  of  impost,  placed  on  imported  com- 
modities, been  produced?  Was  it  not  expected,  and  in- 
tended to  be  produced,  when  the  law  oi  July  4,  1789, 
went  into  operation? 

Machinery  was  then  imperfect;  competition,  not  only 
in  the  United  States,  but  in  £urope,  and  between  this 
country  and  Europe,  has  perfected  all  the  old  patterns, 
and  invented  and  finished  many  new  ones.  The  powers 
of  invention,  set  to  work  "by  competition,  produced  th^ 
cotton»gin,  and  more  than  doubled  the  productive  powers 
of  labor  in  raising  and  sending  that  staple  to  market. 
Our  abundant  and  cheap  lands  render  this  principle  less 
efficient  in  other  parts  of  agriculture;  but  In  this  country. 
Wood's  cast  iron  plough,  and  in  England  the  scarifier, 
the  drill,  and  the  threshing  machine,  have  greatly  abridg- 
ed labor,  and  cheapened  production. 

The  great  improvements  of  the  age  have,  under  the 
influence  of  this  competition,  been  made  in  machinery, 
put  in  motion  by  water  or  by  steam,  to  facilitate  manufac- 
turing, transportation,  and  travelling.  Every  effort  in 
these  improvements  seems  to  have  had  but  one  object, 
and  that  the  diminution  of  cost,  in  every  possible  man- 
ner, by  the  diminished  use  of  labor  and  capital  in  every 
production.  Your  attention,  sir,  will  not  be  called  by 
me,  at  this  time,  to  any  of  the  wonders  effected  by  com- 
petition in  any  of  the  facilities  given  to  traTelhng  or 
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tninsportatron.  Permit  me  for  a  moment  to  illuslrste  the 
effects  of  competition  on  the  production  of  fabrics  manu- 
factured from  cotton. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  great  system  of  policy, 
for  encouragement  and  protection,  the  cotton  was,  at  a 
cost  of  six  or  seven  cents  a  pound,  picked  and  prepared 
for  the  card,  entirely  by  the  labor  of  the  hand.  This  la- 
bor, if  now  expended  on  the  eighty  million  pounds  of 
cotton  wrought  into  cloth  in  the  United  States,  would  cost 
not  less  than  five  millions  of  dollars.  To  save  this  cost,  a 
cotton  picker  has  been  invented.  This  performs  the 
work  at  so  little  expense,  that  it  does  not  equal  «  hat  was 
formerly  paid  for  carrying  out  the  cotton  to  be  picked  by 
hand,  and  bringing  it  back  when  the  work  was  done. 

Cloth  was,  at  first,  woven  in  the  hand  loom,  and  six 
cents  a  yard  paid  for  the  plainest  and  coarsest  fabrics. 
The  power  loom  was  invented;  and  such  cloths  now  cost 
a  smaller  number  of  mills  for  the  weaving  than  the  num- 
ber of  cents  once  paid  for  that  work. 

Twenty  years  ago  clotlis  were  bleached  in  this  coun- 
try by  the  sides  of  rivers,  in  fields,  by  the  application  of 
water  and  sunshine.  This  operation  cost  one-half  the 
price  of  weaving.  Bleaching  is  now  a  chemical  process, 
and  the  whole  expense  of  it  very  inconsiderable. 

The  same  principle  of  competition  has  been  applied 
to  the  production  of  machinery  itself,  though  its  opera- 
tion here  has  effected  a  less  saving  of  cost  in  this  than  in 
the  fabrics  produced  by  it;  yet  those  who  commence 
manufacturing  now  do  reidize  from  this  cause  a  wonder- 
ful advantage  over  those  who  bepm  ten  years  ago.  At 
that  time,  one  million  spindles,  with  their  accompanying 

? reparation,  would  have  cost  eighteen  millions  of  dollars, 
'hat  number  of  spindles,  and  that  Quantity  of  preparation, 
may  now  be  had  for  perhaps  lesstiian  fourteen  millions. 

This  competition,  m  this  race  of  labor,  which  seemSto 
be  the  yery^  spirit  of  our  age,  has  set  every  power  of  hu- 
man invention  at  full  work  to  apply  all  physical  agents  in 
aid  of  the  human  hand.  Streams  which,  at  tlie  com- 
mencement of  our  system,  were  either  idle  and  babbling 
brooks,  or  wild,  ungovernable  torrents,  are  brought  up  to 
labor,  or  broken  into  the  work,  and  move  forward  in  the 
service  like  powerful  animals  trained  to  the  harness,  and 
obedient  to  the  voice  of  the  driver.  They  require  no 
forage  to  keep  them  in  working  condition;  and  when  you 
hftve  been  at  the  expense  of  keeping  their  gear  in  repair, 
▼ou  have  saved  all  other  cost  of  their  employment.  What 
has  produced  the  skill,  the  perfected  art,  in  every  depart- 
ment of  manufacturing  production,  so  much  superior  and 
•o  much  less  expensive  than  any  thing  known,  either  in 
this  country  or  Europe,  when  our  system  of  encourage- 
ment and  protection  was  begun  by  the  law  of  1789?  Sir, 
all  these  wonders  have  been  effected  by  competition;  by 
competition  put  in  operation  by  that  system  in  this  country, 
and  by  a  like  system,  first  of  all  in  England,  and  after- 
wards adopted  m  France.  Such  has  been  the  astonishing 
effect  of  this  principle  on  skill,  labor,  physical  agents, 
machinery,  and  capital,  in  this  and  in  other  countries,  that 
commodities  which  we  now  export  and  import  at  a  cost 
of  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars,  would,  in  1789,  have 
cost  two  hundred  and  fif^y  millions  of  dollars  if  the  labor 
4>f  the  world  could  then  have  supplied  them  for  human 
consumption. 

Sir,  who  complains  of  this  diminished  cost  of  produc- 
tion in  those  necessaries  of  life,  which  enables  the  laborer 
to  feed  as  well,  and  to  dress  better  than  any  peer  of  the 
realm  at  any  time  during  the  wars  of  the  white  and  red 
rose  in  England?  Not  the  poor  man.  No,  sir;  but  poor 
men  make  no  complaint;  nor  middling  interest  men;  nor 
any  of  all  those  freemen  who  do  the  work,  and  fight  the 
wars  of  the  world.  Neither,  sir,  does  involuntary  labor 
complain,  as  I  presume;  for  that  labor  may  have  some 
interest  in  the  cheapness  of  some  commodities.     Who, 


system  of  encouragement  and  protection  because  ft  gives, 
and  gives  abundantly,  and  gives  cheaply,  food,  and  cloth- 
ing, and  .shelter  to  the  labor  as  well  as  to  the  wealth  and 
the  leisure  of  our  country  ?  The  owner  of  the  slave  com- 
plains, because— ay,  sir,  because  of  what?  Because  of  the 
diminished  price,  not  of  clothing,  not  of  bread,  not  of 
provisions,  not  of  sugar,  not  of  iron,  but  of  cotton.  Sir, 
this  is  the  great,  the  continuing,  the  increasing  injury 
wrought  by  our  policy  of  encouragement  and  protection 
upon  the  owners  of  slaves.  It  awakens  universal  compe- 
tition, and  crowds  the  markets  of  our  country  with  alt 
kinds  of  commodities  at  the  smallest  rate  of  cost,  at  the 
most  diminished  amount  of  price.  Cotton,  the  product 
of  their  peculiar  capital,  has  felt  the  effects  of  com|>eti- 
tion,  and,  with  every  other  product  in  the  trading  world, 
has  been  reduced  in  market  price.  Shall  this  s}'stem,  for 
this  cause,  be  destroyed?  It  was  estabKshed  to  enable 
our  country  to  supply  its  wants  at  the  cheapest  rate  with 
the  most  abundant  quantity  of  all  those  commodities  which 
labor,  and  skill,  and  capital  can  produce.  The  system 
has  hitherto  performed  this  great  work,  and  the  accusa- 
tions of  its  enemies  are  so  many  demonstrations  that  the 
hopes  of  its  friends  have  not  been  disappointed  in  its 
operations. 

It  was  intended,  I  grant,  by  the  encouragement  and 
protection  of  manufacturing  production,  if  not  to  augment 
the  price,  yet  mightily  to  extend  the  market  for  agricul- 
tural production,  lias  the  system  failed,  or  disappointed 
any  of  our  hopes  in  this?  Is  not  the  agricultural  market 
of  our  country  extended,  and  extended  too  by  the  calls 
made  in  that  market  for  its  products  b}r  encouraged  and 
protected  manufacturing  labor  and  capital? 

Does  not  the  manufacturing  East  make  in  this  market 
a  very  efficient  demand  for  the  agricultural  as  well  as  mi- 
heral  products  of  almost  every  State  in  the  Union?  Does 
not  the  manufacturing  labor,  in  working  the  capital  of  that 
region,  call  efficiently  on  Virginia  for  tobacco  and  flour; 
on  North  Carolina  for  himber  and  corn;  on  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi  for  cotton  and 
rice;  on  Louisiana  fur  sugar;  on  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and 
Indiana  for  beef,  pork,  hams,  lard;  on  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri for  lead;  on  Ohio^  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York  for 
wool;  on  Tennessee,  New  Jersey,  and  Fennsylyaikis  for 
iron?  Look  into  every  State  wherever  manufacturing 
labor  is  permitted  to  set  a  foot,  or  to  erect  a  workshop, 
and  the  operations  of  these  establisliments  immediately 
create  in  that  place  a  new  and  elficient  demand  for  the 
products  of  the  fields,  the  mines,  the  forests,  and  the  fish- 
eries of  our  country. 

This  manufacturing  labor  brings  inta  this  market,  in 
exchange  for  all  these  products  of  all  our  other  labor,  all 
its  own  various  fabricA,  cheapened  by  their  reduced  cost 
and  abundant  quantity,  under  the  ceaseless  operation  of 
that  spirit  of  competition  first  created  and  now  kept  alive 
in  our  country  by  our  great  policy  of  encouragement  and 
protection . 

Sir,  is  there  no  benefit  peculiar  to  our  country  found  in 
a  market  at  our  own  door,  so  supplied  with  domestic  ma- 
nufactured ^brics,  and  thus  offered  in  exchange  for  the 
products  of  the  land,  and  labor  of  our  country  in  all  our 
other  employments?  It  was  not  forgotten  in  1789,  when 
we  beg^n  our  system  of  encouragement  and  protection, 
that  our  country  was  distant  three  thousand  miles  from 
the  looms  and  workshops  of  all  Europe.  Our  supply  of 
manufactured  fabrics,  if  brought  over  such  a  distance, 
must  of  necessity  be  charged  with  all  the  cost  expended 
in  the  several  voyages  made  for  that  purpose.  It  was 
believed  by  statesmen  of  that  homely  period  of  our  his- 
tory that  if  we  travelled  three  thousand  miles  to  purchase 
our  shoes  and  stockings,  many  of  us  would,  for  want  of 
the  wherewithal,  be  compelled  to  go  barefooted.  Should 
our  country  carry  abroad  to  Europe  raw  hides*  wool»  iroin 
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must  ourselves  pay  the  expense  of  this  exportation. 
Freight,  charges,  and  insurance  against  the  perils  of  the 
seas  would  only  be  equal  to  fifteen  per  cent 

If  we  export  other  raw  roaterials,  or  breadstuffs  and 
provisions,  to  pay  the  labor  of  Europe  for  this  manufac- 
ture, lliese  w^d  come  to  the  consumption  of  that  labor 
at  a  cost  augmented  by  a  like  amount  of  freight,  charges, 
and  insurance.  If  labor  be  one-third  part  m  the  cost  of 
manufactured  products,  then  one-third  part  of  this  aug- 
mented cost  would  fall  on  their  products  manu&ctured 
for  us:  this  would  add  five  per  cent,  more  to  their  cost. 
The  cost  of  importations,  at  least  fif\een  per  cent,  more, 
must  be  added  to  the  whole  amount;  and  thus,  stall  times, 
in  the  most  peaceable  condition  of  the  world,  and  when 
trade  was  perfectly  free  with  all  nations,  the  whole  con- 
sumption of  our  country  in  foreign  manufactured  fabrics 
must,  by  our  distance  from  Europe,  forever  have  been 
encumbered  with  thirty-five  per  cent,  charged  on  the 
whole  amount,  for  the  cost,  charges,  and  penis  of  trans- 
portation. To  this  must  also  be  added  the  war  perils 
of  this  transportation.  There  has  not  been  more  than 
one  year  of  peace  in  every  two  years  since  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Government.  During  three  years  of  the 
time,  our  own  country  was  engaged  in  war,  and,  in  every 
other  year,  such  was  the  character  bf  belligerent  contro- 
versy among  the  nations  of  Europe,  that  our  commerce 
on  the  ocean  was,  while  war  existed  between  them,  ex- 
posed to  almost  every  kind. and  degree  of  belligerent 
peril.  A  premium  covering  the  perils  of  war  between 
the  United  States  and  any  part  of  Europe  is  not  less  than 
fifteen  per  cent.;  and  if  we  admit  war  to  have  existed  but 
one-third  of  the  time  since  1789,  the  insurance  against  all 
its  risks  on  all  our  exports,  and  all  our  imports,  would  be 
at  least  five  per  cent.  This  adds  ten  per  cent,  more  to 
the  cost  of  manufactures,  paid  for  by  exported  raw  mate- 
rials, and  imported  for  our  consumption. 

It  is,  therefore,  manifest  that  our  distance  only  from 
Europe  must,  in  the  ordinary  condition  of  nations/ and  in 
a  state  of  perfectly  free  trade,  charge  not  less  than  forty 
per  cent,  on  our  whole  imported  consumption  of  manu- 
factured fabrics.  To  preserve  our  country  from  a  cost 
so  onerous  to  our  future  consumption,  was  one  great  pur- 
pose of  our  system  of  encouragement  and  protection.  No 
policy,  either  free  or  friendly,  established  by  other  nations 
in  relation  to  the  United  States,  could  ever  relieve  us 
from  this  burden.  It  was  tlie  glorious  allotment  of  those 
who  first  put  this  Government  m  motion,  to  devise  a  great 
scheme  of  policy,  which,  in  it^  progress,  should  fee^ 
and  clothe,  and  shelter,  and  accommodate  every  roan,, 
woman,  &nd  child  in  the  nation  by  our  own  labor,  and  the 
use  of  those  agents  of  production  placed  by  the  Creator 
within  the  limits  of  our  own  country,  and  in  the  reach  of 
our  own  hands. 

This  system  relieved  our  consumption  from  that  bur- 
den of  expenditure,  and  it  moreover  opened  a  miirket, 
and  provided  a  full  supply  of  those  fabrics  in  our  owft 
country,  and  thereby  secured  to  our  agriculture  the  per- 
petual power  of  exchanging  its  own  products  for  those 
fabrics.  By  the  removal  of  this  great  emporium  of  ex- 
change from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  it  is  placed 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  all  the  laws,  and  restrictions, 
and  prohibitions  of  the  Old  World;  and  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  labor  may  now  meet  in  this  great  mart  of 
our  country,  and  exchange  their  products .  without  per- 
mission from  the  English  Board  of  Trade,  and  without  a 
repeal  of  one  provision  in  the  corn  laws  of  England. 

This  was  one  great  purpose  In  the  establishment  of  our 
system  of  policy.  It  was  foreseen,  in  1789,  that  the  time 
would  come  when  not  only  our  provisions  and  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  forests  and  fisheries  would  be  excluded  from 
England  and  France,  but  that  our  corn,  rye,  wheat,  and 
flour,  then  received,  roust  also,  in  time,  suffer  a  like  ex- 
clusion.   It  was  the  object  of  our  system  to  provide  a 


market  for  these  great  staples  of  our  country,  whenever 
the  policy  of  Europe  should  exclude  them  from  the  mar- 
kets of  those  countries.  The  wisdom  of  that  provision 
can  be  ec^ualled  by  nothing  but  by  that  folly  which  shall 
now  destroy  it. 

It  was  likewise  foreseen  that,  without  such  a  market, 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  preserve  that  independence 
which  luid  then  so  lately  been  achieved.  The  staff  of 
bread  is  the  staff  of  power;  and  any  nation  which  can  de- 
fend her  own  fields,  can  control  every  nation  which  must 
be  fed  from  them.  What  has  been  the  fate  of  those  na- 
tions which,  without  lands  to  supply  their  people  with 
food,  have  striven  for  wealth  and  power  by  commerce 
alone?  Ancient  Tyre,  Carthage,  Venice,  and  Genoa,  have 
^iven  lessons  to  the  world  on  this  question;  and  by  Eng- 
lish stateimen  those  lessons  have  been  deeply  studied; 
and  tbe^  have  carried  the  learning  derived  from  those 
lessons  into  the  policy  and  legislation  of  their  own  coun- 
try. Although  that  nation  controls  the  ocean,  and  might, 
by  her  Aeets,  safely  convoy  her  corn  from  Uindostan  or 
New  Holland,  yet  never  will  she  make  it  a  part  of  her 
policy  to  draw  her  bread  from  any  fields  beyond  the 
shores  of  her  own  glorious  island.  When  population 
presses  hard  on  subsistence,  she  will  send  out  citjzens  to 
other  nations,  colonies  to  other  countries.  It  is  her  poli- 
cy to  export  men;  but  it  is  not,  and  never  will  be,  her  po- 
licy to  import  corn. 

In  the  early  stages  .of  society,  independence  for  bread 
is  more  indispensable  than  independence  for  clothing:  for 
man,  in  a  savage  state,  may  subsist,  unsheltered  and  un- 
clad, but  he  cannot  continue  life  without  food.  Advanc- 
ed in  civilization  as  we  are,  and  with  so  many  corporeal 
wants  other  than  that  of  food,  what  independence^  in  po- 
litical power,  could  this. nation  retain  while  dependent  on 
other  nations  for  those  clothes  which  are  wrought  into 
the  every  day  garments  of  the  people?  Would  those 
nations  hold  no  influence  in  making  our  laws?  no  power 
in  the  management  of  our  elections?  If  England  held  in 
her  hand  our  hats,  now  so  needful  to  the  very  forms  of 
legislation  in  this  hall,  and  our  other  garments,  not  only 
in  name,  but  in  fact,  indispensables,  would  not  the  Ame- 
rican people  have  some  cause  to  doubt  the  independence 
of  our  enactments,  thus  made  by  us  bareheaded  and  icms 
culottes?  Sir,  next  to  that  dependence,  felt-by  the  nation 
when  fed  on  the  feeding  nation,  must  ever  be  that  depend- 
ence, which  the  American  people  would  have  felt,  on  the 
power  and  legislation  of  England,  had  that  people  drawn 
our  whole  needful  wearing  apparel  from  the  labor  and  the 
looms  of  that  island. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  South,  in  voluminous  dis- 
oourse  on  this  floor,  that  such  a  mutual  intercourse  would 
produce  the  most  amiable  and  christian  relations  and  feel- 
ings between  the  two  nations.  |low  may  this  be  done? 
The  people  of  England  will  never  cross  the  Atlantic  to 
look  for  their  bread  in  any  ovens  here  in  these  United 
States.  If  then  we  were  wise  enough  to  cross  the  same 
ocean,  and  walk  into  their  workshops  to  look  for  our 
clothing,  how  should  we  succeed,  when  we  have  nothing 
but  bread  to  offer  them  in  exchange?  Nay,  it  has  been 
oflen  insisted  upon,  both  here  and  elsewhere  in  our  coun- 
try, that  our  policy  is  intended  to  produce  a  spirit  of  in- 
dependence, unsocial  in  its  nature,  and  hostile  to  the 
power  of  both  nations.  Mutual  dependence  would,  as 
we  are  told,  unite  the  two  people  by  a  gulden  chain  of 
commerce.  Sir,  I  would  not  unite  the  American  people, 
by  any  tie  of  dependence,  to  any  other  nation  on  earth; 
nor,  for  all  the  countless  millions  of  commercial  wealth, 
would  I,  by  even  a  golden  chain,  bind  this  youthful  and 
vigorous  nation  to  the  foot  of  the  British  throne.  The 
very  birds  of  the  air  would  teach  us  a  lesson  of  more 
wisdom : 

*<  Would  the  young  goldfinch  auithiA  native  briar, 
"  For  the  bright  cage  o'er-archM  wlib  golden  wirer' 
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It  watone  of  the  great  purposes  of  our  system  of  en- 
cfoaraging  and  protecting  policy,  to  relieve  the  American 

Seople  from  a  dependence  on  foreign  nations  still  more 
egrading.  Those  nations  generally  impose  a  duty  on 
raw  materials  imported  from  foreign  countries.  In  1789, 
by  the  English  tariff,  the  impost  duty  on  iron  in  bars  was 
tlurty-eight  dollars  per  ton,  on  wool  thirty-three,  and  on 
cotton  twelve  per  cent.  Had  not  our  Government  esta- 
bKshed  a  system  of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  such 
materials  in  the  United  States,  they  would  have  been  ex- 
ported; and,  after  paying  these  duties  into  the  English 
treasury,  they  would,  with  that  payment  charged  upon 
them,  have  been  wrought  into  fabrics,  imported  into  this 
country,  and  we,  after  reimbursing  this  English  tax,  must 
have  quietly  worn  these  English  cottons  and  woollens, 
and  used  this  English  hardware  and  cutlery.  From  the 
payment  of  this  degrading  (ax,  in  support  of  the  British 
Government,  the  framers  of  our  system  of  national  policy 
intended  to  relieve  tbe  American  people. 

The  enemies  of  that  poFicy  would  now  repeal  our  great 
system  of  encouragement  and  protection,  and  thereby  in- 
crease and  perpetuate  that  tax.  They  would  destroy 
manufacturine^  labor,  skill,  and  machinery  in  this  country, 
and  compel  the  growers  of  wool  and  the  makers  of  iron, 
as  the  producers  of  cotton  in  the  United  States  now  do, 
to  send  their  raw  material  to  England  for  fabrication  into 
woollens  and  hardware,  that  we  may  feel  our  dependence 
on  that  nation  in  winter  no  less  than  .in  summer,  in  the 
ICorth  as  well  as  in  the  South,  when  we  plough  our  fields, 
or  when  we  sit  at  our  tables  and  carve  and  cut  up  our 
food.  Let  those  people,  the  degenerate  descendants  of 
patriotic  and  independent  parents,  yes,  let  them,  to  ob- 
tain British  fabrics,  submit  to  the  payment  of  a  British 
tax  on  their  own  cotton.  Let  the  wealthy  planter  feel  the 
comfort  of  such  a  garment  with  such  a  mark  upon  it.  No 
one  would  take  from  him  the  luxury  of  this  indulgence. 
Southern  beauty  and  fashion  may  adorn  themselves  in  the 
Uwn  of  foreign  looms,  wrought  from  the  snowy  fleece  of 
their  own  sea  islands.  If  they  can  forget  their  mothers, 
who,  like  Roman  matrons,  would  have  melted  down  their 
own  jewels,  the  ornaments  of  their  youth  and  beauty,  to 
defend  the  independence  of  their  country;  if  they  do  not 
now  seem  to  behold  those  mothers  looking  on  tliem  from 
the  realms  of  their  blessedness  with  the  eye  of  affection- 
ate rebuke,  why,  sir,  then  may  the  patriotism  of  these 
days,  so  much  less  devoted  and  unyielding,  well  look  on 
tliem  without  a  sigh  of  regret. 

Our  great  policy  of  independence  will  indeed  reUeve 
us  from  this  degrading  burden  of  English  taxation,  if  we 
do  not  auffer  the  enemies  of  our  system  and  the  friends  of 
the  English  system  to  prevail;  and  because  we  have,  un- 
der our  own  system,  completed  the  payments  of  our  own 
debts,  now  abolish  it,  and  adopt  the  English  system,  that 
under  it  we  may  be  compelled  to  aid  for  centuries  in  pay- 
ing the  debts  of  England. 

In  the  establishment  of  our  system  of  encouragement 
and  protection,  in  1789,  it  was  known  that  such  a  system 
would,  in  the  progress  of  its  operation,  call  into  employ- 
ment all  the  labor  of  our  country.  Men  labor  in  any  vo- 
cation, to  supply  their  own  wants;  and  they  will  not  con- 
tinue their  labor  beyond  that  original  purpose,  unless  they 
can  exchange  the  surplus  of  their  production  for  that  of 
some  other  man  which  they  could  not  produce  them- 
selves. The  markets  of  the  world  are  supplied  by  these 
surpluses,  and  it  is  the  certainty  of  exchanging  them  that 
ensures  their  production.  This  principle  originates  all 
trades,  and  parcels  out  all  the  labor  of  a  nation  into  all 
kinds  of  employments.  If  all  cultivate  the  land,  there 
will  be  abundance  of  food.  Who  would  raise  com  or 
make  shoes  to  sell,  where  evefy  body  raises  his  own  corn 
or  makes  his  own  shoes?  It  is  only  by  the  encouragement 
of  all  trades  that  all  trades  can  live;  and  by  the  furnishing 


The  same  principle  which  gives  employment  to  all  the 
labor  of  a  country,  by  separating  that  labor  into  all  the 
various  trades  by  which  the  various  wants  of  a  nation  may 
be  supplied,  will  encourdge  that  labor  to  acquire  tbe 
greatest  attainable  degree  of  skill. 

Our  system  not  only  g^ves  employments  the  greatest 
quantity  of  labor,  and  produces  the  greatest  degree  of 
skill  in  every  branch  of  production,  but  does,  moreover, 
call  into  use  all  the  great  agents  of  production  bestowed 
on  roan  by  tbe  Creator  for  his  benefit  and  accommodation. 
These  agents  are  the  earth,  the  water,  wind,  and  steam. 
Fertility  is  the  great  principle  of  production  pecufiar  to 
the  earth.  This  principle  is  called  into  use  by  a  demand 
for  food,  and  is  more  and  more  varied  in  its  operations, 
and  perhaps  increased  in  its  powers,  as  that  demand 
grows  more  and  more  urgent  by  increased  population. 
Men  employed  in  mechanic,  manufacturing,  or  commer- 
cial labors,  collect  into  hamlets,  villages,  towns,  and  cities. 
The  lands  surrounding  these  congregations  of  people  are 
cultivated  to  supply  them,  first,  with  bread,  then  meat, 
then  vegetables,  then  fruits  and  fuel.  This  gives  to  the 
face  of  the  country  cornfields,  meadov^'s,  pastures,  gar- 
dens, orchards,  groves,  and  forests.  The  fruits  of  the 
earth,  consumed  on  the  land  which  produced  them,  or  in 
its  neighborhood,  encourage,  nay,  increase,  its  original 
fertility.  The  sweepings  of  the  city  enrich  the  fields 
around  it;  and  even  the  smoke  of  its  fires,  riang  into  the 
circumambient  air,  nvingles  with  descending  dews  and 
showers,  and  gives  a  more  vigx>rous  growth  and  a  deeper 
verdure  to  the  grass  of  surrounduig  meadows. 

Besides,  this  various  production  calls  in^o'use  the  va- 
rious powers  of  fertility.  Instead  of  exhausting  the  eartb 
by  one  continued  repetition  of  the  same  crop,  a  change 
from  one  to  anbther  gives  rest  and  refreshment  to  the  soil, 
and  skilful  rotations  not  only  preserve,  but  increase  origi- 
nal fertility. 

Compare  the  face  of  such  a  country  with  that  of  one  de- 
voted to  the  production  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  grown  for 
sale  in  the  markets  of  distant  nations.  You  will  see  naked, 
sun-burnt,  steril  old  fields  which  died  under  the  scourge 
of  these  productions,  and  are  now  thrown  out  in  barren- 
ness and  desolation;  but  where  is  the  orchard,  the  garden, 
the  meadow,  the  pasture,  the  sheltering  grove?  You  may 
find  the  waterfall,  but  without  the  hamlet  of  white  houses 
on  its  banks.  Nowhere  can  you  see  the  village  spire, 
and  from  no  hill  does  your  ear  catch  the  sounds  of  the 
distant  city,  the  echoing  hammers  in  the  hundred  hisnds 
of  her  labor,  or  the  roar  of  their  thousand  wheels. 

Nor  is  fertility  alone,  of  all  natural  agents,  pressed  into 
our  service  under  our  system  of  encouragement.  The 
wind,  as  a  stationary  power,  is  but  little  used  in  our  coun- 
try, so  abundant  in  waterfalls.  The  wind  is,  nevertheless, 
rendered  more  useful  by  our  labor  than  merely  to  blow 
"round  upon  this  pendent  earth,"  purify  the  air,  and  re- 
fresh the  animal  and  vegetable  world.  The  sails  of  our 
navigation  are  filled  widi  its  powerful  volume;  and  our 
commerce,  both  coastwise  and  foreign,  is  thus  transmitted 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  from  port  to  port  in  our  own, 
and  from  region  to  region  in  almost  all  other  countries. 

'  A  system  was  once  proposed  to  our  nation,  by  which  all 
our  labor  might  be  recalled  from  the  ocean,  and,  by  cut- 
ting off  one  grea^  branch  of  employment,  leave  the  total 
transportation  of  all  our  products  to  the  skill  and  fidelity 
of  foreigners.  Our  nation  was  either  not  wise  enough,  or 
too  wise,  to  adopt  this  policy;  but  chose  to  continue  her 
own  factor  in  the  little  and  the  great  marts  of  the  world. 

Sir,  there  may  be  those  who  regard  rivers  as  so  many 
conduits  contrived  to  carry  back  to  the  ocean  the  waters 
raised  by  evaporation,  and  sent  down  in  dews  and  show- 
ers to  refresh  the  earth.  By  our  great  system,  the  weight 
of  these  waters  has  been  collected,  and  turned  in  their  fall 
upon  the  wheels  of  machinery;  and  in  this  manner  mil- 


of  all  employments  alone,  that  all  the  labor  of  the  nation  I  lions  of  instruments,made  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  our 
can  be  employed. 
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labor,  h&ve  been  put  in  motion.  Where  waterfitUs cannot 
be  found,  or  could  not  be  applied,  steam  is  generated  and 
brought  into  employment,  with  like  powers,  and  for  the 
same  and  other  purposes. 

These  powers  applied  to  machinery  do,  in  eflTcct,  mul- 
tiply the  human  race,  and  give  to  us  now  the  benefit  of 
the  labor  of  millions  not  now,  and  who  never  will,  be  in 
ezistefnc'e.  They  multiply  tlie  power  of  the  human  hand, 
some  twenty,  some  fifty,  and  some  a  hundred  fold.  Eve- 
ry one  person  laboring  with  the  aid  of  these  machines  is 
equal  to  fifty  persons  working  with  the  hands  only?  every 
one  hundred  to  five  thousand;  and  every  one  hundred 
thousand  to  five  millions.  Who  would  not  cherish  a  sys- 
tem which  calls  into  service  powers  so  abundant,  but  so 
useless  without  this  system?  fn  the  little  SUte  of  Rhode 
Island,  with  no  stream  forty  miles  in  length,  the  water 
power  is  believed  to  be  equal  to  that  of  17,000  horses. 
The  water  power  of  the  seven  States  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac probably  equals  the  whole  animal  power  of  all  the 
horses  on  earth;  and,  if  harnessed  to  well  constructed 
machinery,  would,  in  the  hands  of  skilful  mechanics,  per- 
form more  work  than  could  be  done  by  three  hundred 
millions  of  people. 

Sir,  it  was  to  employ  all  our  labor,  elicit  all  our  skill, 
perfect  all  our  machinery,  and  bring  into  use  every  agent 
of  production,  the  power  of  the  earth,  the  water,  of  wind, 
and  of  steam,  that  our  great  system  was  beg^n,  and  has 
been  carried  on  towards  perfection.  Must  we,  who  have 
already  harnessed  and  broke  these  rude  agents  of  nature 
into  the  work,  must  we  turn  them  loose  again,  in  all  their 
wildnesa,  because  men  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
choose  to  stand  idle  on  the  banks  or  their  native  streams, 
and  refuse  to  start  these  their  powerful  teams  in  the 
course  of  labor  and  competition  with  us?  God  forbid 
that  industry  should  be  controlled  in  her  labors  by  indo- 
lence; or  that  this  nation  should  unyoke  these  our  gigan- 
tic- powers  of  production,  and  naked>handed  enter  mto 
competition  with  the  laborers  of  the  world,  aided,  as  they 
are,  by  every  agent  of  nature,  instructed  by  every  pro- 
cess of  science,  and  made  skilful  by  every  improvement 
of  art. 

Sir,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  the  wealth  of  nations  de- 
pends on  their  labor.  There  Ivas  a  time,  nay,  for  many 
ages,  plunder  was  the  great  resource  of  nations.  The 
first  kin^om  established  on  earth  was  sustained  by  the 
conquest  and  pillage  of  many  nations;  and  *<  great  Baby- 
lon, the  glory  of  the  Chaldean  empire,"  was  built  and 
adorned  by  the  spoils  of  all  Asia.  The  exorbitant  wealth 
of  one  nation,  thus  obtained,  gave  an  example  to  the 
world,  and  awakened  the  ambition,  and  sharpened  the 
avarice  of  others;  until  the  Assyrian  was  conquered  and 
plundered  by  the  Persian,  the  Persian  by  the  Macedo- 
nian, and  he,  at  last,  devoured  by  the  Roman  power. 
The  wolf  which  nursed  their  founder  seems  to  have  given 
a  hunger  for  prey,  insatiable,  to  the  whole  nation.  Per- 
haps there  was  not  a  house,  nor  a  temple,  between  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Euphrates,  which  was  not  plundered  by 
some  one  of  that  nation  of  marauders. 

Sir,  the  tide  of  ages,  century  after  century,  had  rolled 
over  the  last  fragment  of  Roman  power;  the  light  of 
science  dawned  on  the  world,  and  a  knowledge  of  letters 
was  disseminated  by  the  press,  before  men  seemed  to  be- 
lieve that  our  Creator  had,  in  fact,  announced  to  the  first 
of  our  race,  that  *<  by  the  sweat  of  his  f;ice  man  should 
eat  his  bread  all  the  days  of  his  life."  It  may  be  difficult 
to  enumerate  all  the  different  causes  which  changed  the 
character  of  the- nations  of  Europe.  No  one  cause  has 
done  80  much  in  changing  that  character  from  war  and 
plunder,  as  that  pure,  meek,  and  quiet  philosophy,  which 
has  taught  all  men  to  **  do  unto  others  as  they  would  that 
others  should  do  unto  them."  Rebuked  by  this  divine 
precept,  men  have  sheathed  the  sword,  and  put  their 
band  to  the  plough;  they  have  siine4  the  earth,  and  not 


for  the  instruments  of  war,  but  for  the  machines  of  labor. 
If,  now,  war  break  out,  it  is  not  for  plunder;  cities  are  not 
gpiven  up  to  pillage;  captives  are  not  sold  for  slaves;  ter- 
ritories do  not  change  owners;  men  return  again  with 
eagerness  to  the  habits  of  peace,  and  do  not  look  to  the 
labors  of  the  camp,  but  to  those  of  the  plough,  the  loom, 
and  the  sail,  for  emolument  and  wealth.  No  vestige  of 
ancient  war  among  independent  christian  nations  now  re« 
mains,  unless  it  be  in  those  fragments  of  slavery,  which, 
perhaps,  neither  sound  policy,  nor  justice,  nor  piety  itself 
can  tear  away  from  the  texture  of  that  society  where  they 
are  found.  If  labor,  therefore,  and  not  the  sword,  be  the 
great  staff  on  which  nations  lean  for  support  and  for  wealth, 
then  should  it  be  their  great  policy  to  call  their  whole  labor 
into  employment,  improve  its  skill  to  the  utmost  point  of 
perfection,  aid  that  skill  by  every  kind  of  machinery  which 
may  save  the  consumption  of  labor,  and  support  the  ope- 
rations of  that  machinery  by  the  power  of  all  those  agents 
placed  within  our  reach  by  Him  who  has  committed  the 
destiny  of  every  people  on  eai'th  to  their  own  keeping. 

Wealth  is  power;  and  the  defence  of  every  nation  de- 
pends on  its  wealth.  The  wealth  of  a  nation  is. its  labor, 
its  skill,  its  machinery,  its  abundant  control  of  all  the 
great  agents  of  nature  employed  in  production.  A  great 
store  ofgoods,  laid  up  for  many  years,  was  the  wealth  of 
a  fool;  but  such  a  store  is  the  poverty  of  a  nation.  A 
great  annual  consumption  alone  can  ensure  a  great  and 
-augmented  annual  reproduction.  The  labor  of  a  nation 
can  no  otherwise  be  sustained  than  by  a  consumption  of 
its  products.  The  products  of  human  labor,  in  food  and 
clothing,  like  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  are  annual;  and  God, 
in  his  wisdom,  has  adjusted  human  wants  to  its  powers  of 
production.  Like  the  breud  from  heaven,  that  the  Giver 
might  not  be  forgotten,  the  dew  of  every  night  produced 
the  crop,  and  the  labors  of  every  day  gathered  in  the 
harvest. 

What  but  a'mighty  phalanx  of  labor,  an  almost  bound- 
less power  of  Consumption  and  reproduction,  has  defend* 
ed,  and  now  sustains  England  in  all  the  athletic  vigor  of 
the  most  glorious  days  oftliat  extraordinary  nation  ?  Men 
who  speculate  on  the  duration  of  nations  seem  to  assign 
to  them  the  several  periods  of  human  life—- youth,  man* 
hood,  old  ag^,  final  dissolution.  They  draw  their  conclu- 
sions from  the  nations  of  antiquity,  and  apply  them  to 
those  of  modem  times.  They  forget  that  those  ancient 
nations  were  like  beasts  of  prey,  which  find  an  enemy  in 
every  living  thing,  and  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  circum^ 
vented  by  stratagem,  or  overpowered  and  destroyed  by 
force.  .  Producing  nothing  by  their  own  labor,  and  con- 
suming all  which,  by  violence,  they  could  plunder  from 
the  labors  of  others,  their  whole  existence  was  a  burden 
to  the  human  race,  and  they  were  finally  destroyed,  as  a 
common  nuisance  to  mankind.  Not  so  with  England:  she 
is  a  glorious  example  of  the  self-subsisting,  the  all-pro- 
ducing, and  all-defending  powers  of  labor.  With  a  valor 
purely  Spartan,  she  builds  no  wall  against  the  wars  of  the 
world.  Her  little  island,  accessible  at  a  thousand  points, 
and  often  within  gunshot  of  the  embattled  fleets  of  her  ene- 
mies, has  not,  for  more  than  seven  hundred  years,  been 
stepped  upon  by  a  hostile  foot.  What  has  enabled  her  to  ' 
do  this?  Her  untiring  labor;  her  unrivalled  skill;  herun* 
equalled  machinery;  her  exhaustless capital,  and  unbound- 
ed control  over  all  the  agents  of  production.  Her  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises  are  in  all  the  markets  of  the 
world;  and  wherever  she  wants  a  tongue  to  speak  to  her 
cause,  or  a  sword  to  be  drawn  in  her  quarrel,  itsuch  things 
can  be  found  in  those  markets,  she  can  command  them. 

This  manufacturing  nation  did,  in  the  last  war  of  Eu- 
rope, exhibit  a  spectacle  never  before  seen  by  the  world. 
She  stood  alone  against  the  embattled  continent;  and, 
at  last,  with  her  own  spindle  and  distaff,  demolished  a 
despotism,  an  iron  pyramid  of  power,  built  on  a  base  of 
all  Europe. 
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Sir,  can  such  a  nation  «ver  g^ow  old,  and  cease  "  to 
be  mighty  in  power?*'  Can  any  other  nation  escape  the 
influence  of  that  power,  and  stand  independent  of  its 
controllinjf  arm?  No;  unless,  by  a  countervailing^  system 
of  policy,  that  other  nation,  like  the  first  Cong^^ess  of  the 
United  States,  call  into  employment  all  its  own  labor; 
perfect  the  skill  of  that  labori  and  place  in  its  hands  all 
the  aids  of  the  artificial  and  physical  agents  of  production . 

lYhat  then  was  our  great  counterrailing  system,  found- 
ed by  that  Congress,  on  the  law  of  1789,  and,  since  that 
time,  built  up,  and  carried  on  towards  a  perfect  struc- 
ture, by  so  many  other  laws,  made  for  the  encourage- 
ment and  protection  of  our  own  labor,  and  so  many 
enactments  in  every  branch  of  legislation,  designed  to 
promote  the  general  welfare,  under  the  great  policy  of 
that  system? 

Sir,  that  system,  which  though  it  shall  exist  nowhere 
else,  will  live  in  history;  that  system  was  a  great  scheme 
of  burdens  and  benefits;  Government,  supported  by  bur- 
dens imposed  on  the  labors  of  the  people,  and  the  people, 
in  return,  benefited  by  the  labors  of  Government. 

If,  henceforth,  the  Government  cease  from  such  labors, 
and  the  future  bring  nothing  worthy  of  national  gratitude, 
indulge  me,  I  pray  of  you,  sir,  while  I  recount  a  few  of 
those  labors;  for  *'  we  cannot  but  remember  that  such 
things  were,  and  were  most  precious  to  us." 

If  the  system  was  one  which,  as  thb  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Cambbsleito]  says,  no  statesman  would 
have  adopted,  he  should  remember  that  Hamilton,  and 
Ellsworth,  and  Madison  had  not  the  benefit  of  his  counsel. 
For  though  in  ease  in  1789,  he  was  thought  much  less  of 
then,  if  possible,  than  at  this  time. 

In  1789,  all  the  young  interests  of  our  country  were  in 
their  infancy;  and  the  Government,  like  a  most  kind 
parent,  took  them  by  the  hand,  and  cherished  them  with 
care  and  solicitude.  From  that  day  up  to  July  14,  1832, 
when  the  last  law  regulating  duties  upon  imported  mer- 
chandise was  approved,  the  records  of  congressional  Ia> 
bors  are  covered  with  statutes  made  for  either  the  direct 
or  incidental  encouragement  and  protection  of  all  these 
interests.  On  this  great  question,  the  Executive  recom- 
mendations to  Congress  are  full  of  demonstration;  the 
votes  of  the  Senate  are  full;  the  votes  of  this  House  are 
full;  and  the  debates  in  both  Houses  are  full,  and  abun- 
dantlv  show  the  extent,  the  confirmation,  and,  until  with- 
in a  H^w  years,  the  universality  of  this  great  system  of 
policy.  You  have  extended  the  principle  of  encouragement 
and  protection  to  your  manufactures,  your  agriculture, 
your  fisheries,  your  navigation,  your  commerce,  as  well 
foreign  as  among  the  States  and  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
and  you  have  made  the  regulations  of  coin  and  currency, 
the  national  defence,  both  by  sea  and  on  the  land,  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  domain,  the  payment  of  the  national 
debt,  parts  of  this  g^eat  system  of  encouraging,  and  pro- 
tecting, and  employing  the  whole  labor  and  skill  of  this 
nation,  and  bringing  into  their  use  all  those  agents  of 
production  which  nature  may  have  bestowed  or  art  might 
devise  to  facilitate  the  efforts  of  that  labor  ^in  all  parts  of 
the  country. 

The  encouragement  to  manufacturing  and  mechanic 
labor  has  been  so  persevering  and  efficient,  that,  in  several 
departments  of  production,  the  labor  an4  skill  of  our 
own  country  do  abundantly  supply  the  ^domestic  market; 
and  in  these  departments  that  labor  and  skill  are  effec- 
tively protected.  Among  these  may  be  found  shipbuild- 
ing, the  manufacture  of  cut  nails  and  spikes,  of  carriages 
and  parts  of  carriages,  of  glass  and  glassware,  of  jewel- 
lery and  plated  ware,  cabinet  furniture,  saddlery,  shoes, 
boots,  and  hats.  The  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woollen 
cloths,  of  iron,  hardware,  and  cutlery,  has  been  greatly 
encouraged,  and  has  increased  with  astonishing  rapidity, 
and  to  a  vast  amount,  whether  we  regard  the  capital  in- 
rested,  the  labor  employed,  or  the  amount  of  production 


brought  into  the  market.  In  years  of  fiiir  importation,  if 
the  domestic  consumption  of  woollens  be  seventy  millions, 
the  domestic  production  supplies  more  than  nine^tenths 
part  of  it.  If  the  cotton  consumption  be  sixty-three  mil- 
lions, the  domestic  production  supplies  eight  out  of  nine 
parts  of  the  whole.  It  may  be  difficult  to  ascertain,  so  as 
to  state  with  exactness,  what  parts  of  the  whole  iron  and 
steel,  consumed  in  the  United  States,  are  produced  and 
placed  in  our  market  by  domestic  labor;  but  we  know 
that  the  iron,  in  1830,  amounted  to  nearly  $14,000,000. 
A  few  more  years,  under  our  great  system,  with  its  prin- 
ciple fully  sustained  by  our  legislation,  will  render  the 
American  people,  both  in  peace  and  war,  independent  of 
foreign  nations  for  every  other  necessary  fabric,  as  they 
now  are  for  ships  to  transport  their  commerce,  or  to  de- 
fend that  commerce  on  the  higliway  of  nations. 

The  effects  of  our  great  system  of  encouraging  and  pro- 
tecting policy  on  the  manufacturing  industry  of  our 
country*" may  be  seen  by  examining  the  reports  made  by 
various  committees  appointed  by  a  convention  of  the 
friends  of  that  industry,  assembled  at  New  York  on  the 
21st  of  October,  1831.  These  reports  refer  to  the  vear 
1830,  and  are,  in  their  fidelity  and  detail,  equalled  by 
nothing  of  this  kind  in  our  country.  In  these  reports, 
perfect  accuracy  cannot  be  attained;  but  all  who  examine 
them  will  find  an  approximation  to  that  point  sufficiently 
near  for  all  the  fair  purposes  of  debate,  and  all  the  aids  of 
honest  legislation. 

The  amount  of  fixed  capital  employed  for 
manufacturing  cotton  in  the  United  States 
was,  in  1830,  equal  to        -  -  -  $44,014,934 

The  circulatingcapital  equal  to        -  -    14,713,000 

Being  equal  to  three-fifths  of  the  amount  of 
the  expenditure  annually  made  for  raw 
materials  and  wages,  which  is  equal  to 
124,532,000,  and  making  the  total  capi- 


tal. 


#58,726,924 


The  total  product,  in  that  year,  was 

The  expenditure  for  wiTges  was 

equal  to     -  -  -        12,155,723 

The  amount  paid  for  raw  mate- 
rials, .  -  -        12,366,277 

Deterioration  and  repairs  of  fix- 
tures, say  one-half  of  fixed 
capital,  at  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  is  equal  to  -  1,100,000 

The  annual  deterioration  and  re- 
pairs of  the  other  half,  being 
the  machinery,  at  ten  per  cent, 
is  equal  to  -  -  2,200,000 

Total  expenditure,    ... 


-    32,036,760 


27,822,000 


Amount  leti  after  deducting  total  expendi- 
ture from  total  production,  is        -  -   $4,214,760 

This  balance,  if  no  other  charge  be  made  on  the  annual 
production  of  this  manufacture,  is  equal  to  seven  per  cent, 
and  a  small  fraction. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this  whole  statement  re- 
fers to  the  year  1830,  a  year  of  light  importation,  not 
much  over  seventy  millions  in  all  commodities:  of  cottons, 
not  exceeding  seven  and  a  half  millions,  with  an  export 
of  those  fabrics  equal  to  $1,500,000;  and  of  domestic 
cottons  equal  to  1,300,000  dollars.  In  this  uncrowded 
market,  profit  roae  to  seven  per  cent.  What  must  it 
have  been  in  1831,  when  over  103,000,000  dollars,  in  all 
commodities,  were  imported,  and  of  that  amount  upwards 
of  16  millions  were  cottons  ?  Price  and  profits  in  our  cot- 
ton productions,  like  all  others,  depend  on  demand  and 
supply.    In  tlus  year,  nine  millions  over  the  supply  of  the 
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jpreceding  year  were  thrown  into  the  niarket,  and  must 
have  been  grievously  felt  by  that  arm  of  our  industry  in 
our  country. 

I  liave  made  no  account  here  of  the  effects  on  manufac- 
turers produced  by  the  advancement  of  skill  and  the  per- 
fecting of  instruments  in  the  manufacture  of  machinery 
itself.  It  is  admitted  that  this  progress  has,  in  the  last  ten 
years,  reduced  the  cost  of  machinery  fifty  per  cent.  Here 
is  a  loss  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  on  one-half  of  the 
fixed  capital  invested  in  the  cotton  production  throughout 
the  United  States.  If  Southern  planters  now  commence 
this  manufacture,  they  will  find  that  the  1,246,503  spin- 
dles which,  with  their  preparation,  have  cost  the  North 
twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  would,  at  this  time^  cost 
them  not  more  than  fourteen  millions. 
-  It  is  seen  tbat  the  amountof  wages  paid  by  the  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  equals  $12,155,723;  and  that  this 
aniount  is  annually  distributed  among  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  people,  men,  women,  and  children, 
being  about  $89  annually  to  each  person.  Of  this  amount, 
it  Is  believed  that  these  working  people  do,  by  their  un- 
wearied economy,  save,  annually,  not  less  than  one-fourth 
part,  or  more  than  $3,000,000.  The  remainder  is  con- 
sumed on  their  annual  support.  About  one-ninth  part, 
or  one  million,  secures  to  them  the  benefits  of  shelter  and 
lodging,  three-ninths,  or -three  millions,  furnishes  their 
clothing,and  five-ninths,  or  five  millions. supplies  their  food. 

The  capital  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  woollen 
cloths  19  not  less  than  the  amount  employed  on  cottons, 
which,  ks  it  has  been  stated,  equals  $58*,726,924.  The 
details  of  this  manufacture  are  diverse,  and  quite  variant 
from  those  of  cotton;  but,  in  many  respects,  so  alike,  that 
no  injustice  will  be  done  in  the  great  question  of  employ- 
ment, wages,  production,  and  profits,  by  reg^ding  the 
cotton,  in  many  respects,  as  a  basis  for  calculations  on  the 
woollen  manufacture. 

People  employed  are  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  thou- 
sand. 


Wool  constimed,  worth 

Other  raw  materials. 

Wages  paid,  .  .  .  . 

Annual  expenditure  for  repairs  and  deteri- 
oration,   .  .  .  .  . 


Total  value  of  annual  production,  - 

Balance  of  production,  over  and  above  ex- 
penditure, .  .  .  . 


$26,000,000 
11,000,000 
14,418,000 

3,300,000 

54,718,000 
58,932,760 


$4,214,760 


This  gives  a  profit  of  seven  per  cent,  on  the  capital  of 
about  58,000,000  dollars  employed  in  the  woollen  manu- 
facture. 

These  two  great  employments  of  labor,  operating  by 
two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  people,  using 
$117,453,848  of  capiUl,  paying  more  than  $26,000,000 
in  wages,  working  up  of  raw  materials  nearly  $50,000,000, 
and  annually  producmg  fabrics  worth  at  least  $87,000,000, 
to  be  distributed  for  consumption  to  the  whole  nation  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  are  still  but  a  part  of  the  great 
employments  of  such  labor,  now  operating  in  our  coun- 
try, under  one  great  systelh  of  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection. Other  classes  of  manufacturing  labor  use  capital 
in  other  kinds  of  production.  It  will  be  found  that  such 
labor  employs  not  less  than  7,000,000  dollars  as  capital, 
in  making  salt;  20,000,000  in  hats;  10,000,000  in  shoes  and 
boots;  10,000,000  in  manufacture  of  leather;  5,000,000 
in  that  of  glass;  7,000,000  in 'cabinet  ware;  6,000,000 
in  carriages;  20,000,000  in  iron  and  steel,  and  manufac- 
tures of  each;  5,000,000  in  saddlery;  and  10,000,000  in 
jewellery  and  plated  ware.  Not  less  than  two  hundred 
and  thirty -two  thousand  people  are  annually  at  work  with 
ikis  100,000,000  dollars  vested  in  all  the  various  kinds  of 


capital  used  in  all  these  different  classes  of  production. 
Wages  equal  to  $20,415,000  are  yearly  earned  by  these 
people;  and  their  annual  production,  after  paying  these 
wages,  and  all  disbursements  for  raw  materials,  together 
with  repairs  and  deterioration  of  capital,  leaves  a  surplus 
of  about  7,265,000  dollars,  being,  also,  like  the  cotton  and 
woollen  production,  a  fraction  over  seven  per  cent,  profit 
for  the  year. 

To  all  these  may  properly  be  added  the  labor  employed, 
and  the  land  and  capital  used,  in  raising  wool:  because 
these  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  woollen  manufac- 
ture. Twenty  millions  of  sheep,  in  the  United  States, 
worth  at  least  40,000,000  dollars,  are  fed  on  the  grass, 
hay,  corn,  raised  on  six  million  five  hundi*ed  thousand 
acres  of  land,  worth  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  equal  in 
amount  to  65,000,000  dollars.  The  culture  of  this  land, 
and  the  care  of  these  sheep,  will  employ  one  hundred 
and  ninety  •four  thousand  men,  for  sucli  a  part  of  the  year, 
as  that  tfieir  wages,  ihey^  furnishing  their  own  subsist- 
ence, will  equal  about  eighty -nine  dollars  each;  and 
amount,  in  the  whole,  to  about  17,266,000  annually. 
The  product,  in  wool  and  increase,  may  amount,  on  an 
average  of  years,  to  25,000,000  dollars^  This  leaves  a 
profit  of  7,734,000,  or  nearly  seven  per  cent,  annually  on 
the  capital. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  prog^'ess  of  this  g^eat  system  of 
policy  has,  since  its  commencement,  gathered  into  all  the 
various  classes  of  mechanic  and  manufacturing  employ- 
ment, not  less  than  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  thou- 
sand working  people.  If  you  add  to  these  the  builders 
of  houses,  and  the  builders  of  ships,  you  may  leave  un- 
counted the  women  and  children  employed  in  lighter  ma- 
nufacturing lab*or,  and  still  number  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  working  men — men  who  earn  wages»  and 
support  families  of  not  less  than  four  persons  each .  Here 
are  two  million  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand 
people,  the  vigfor  and  strength  of  the  nation,  made  pros- 
perous by  the  operation  of  our  great  system  of  encourage- 
ment and  protection. 

These  people  keep  in  useful  and  productive  employ- 
ment, as  capital,  not  less  than  312,453,848  dollars.  They 
furnish,  in  various  fabrics,  a  yearly  mass  of  production,  of 
a  value  ec^ual  to  160,969,520  dollars;  give  to  the  owners 
of  the  capital  so  used  by  them  a  return  of  profits  amount- 
ing, annually,  to  23,428,520  dollars;  and  earn  for  them- 
selves 64,284,723  dollars,  as  the  w^ges  of  their  annual  la- 
bors. This  has  been  effected,  under  this  cherished  sys- 
tem of  policy,  in  the  short  space  of  forty-four  years  from 
and  aAer  its  first  establishment.  This,  sir,  I  say,  this 
has  been  done  almost  exclusively  in  mechanic  and  ma- 
nufacturing industr}';  but,  at  the  same  time,  encourage- 
ment, extended  to  agriculture,  has  g^ven  to  labor  a  won- 
derful impulse  in  that  great  department  of  industry.  Dis- 
tant from  other  countries,  and  abounding  in  cheap  and 
fertile  lands,  a  small  impost  excludes  the  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  other  nations  from  our  markets.  Excluded,  as 
the  breadstuffs-and  provisions  of  America  always  must  be, 
from  Europe,  either  by  laws  or  intervening  distance,  no- 
thing could  so  much  increase  their  production  as  the  open- 
ing of  a  g^eat  manufacturers'  market  for  them  in  this 
country.  That  market  is  supplied,  exclusively,  by  the 
agricultural  labor,  using  the  agricultural  capital  of  our  own 
nation.  The  amount  of  this  labor  and  capital  may  be  es- 
timated by  the  amount  of  this  supply;  and  this  supply 
must  be  commensurate  with  the  efficient  demand  made 
in  this  market,  by  that  manufacturing  labor  of  our  coun- 
try, which  earns  wages,  and  purchases  with  (hose  wa- 
ges household  accommodation,  clothingi  and  food,  for  all 
who  depend  on  that  labor  for-  shelter,  dress,  and  sub- 
sistence. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  annual  amount  of  wages  earn- 
ed by  mechanic  and  manufacturing  labor  is  somewhat 
more  than  sixty-four  millions  of  dollars.     If  one-fourth 
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part  of  that  amount  be  annually  saved,  still  forty-eig^t 
millions  will  be  left  for  consumption.  If  one»nintb  part 
of  that  amount  be  required  for  shelter  and  lodeingf,  and 
three-ninth  parts  for  needful  clothing^,  then  five-ninth 
parts,  or  nearly  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars,  will  re- 
main for  the  annual  purcliase  of  food.  Here,  then,  is  a 
clear  effective  demaiic^  within  our  own  country,  for  food, 
amounting^  to  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars  annually. 
This  demand  has  been  created  by  the  encouragement  of 
manufacturing  labor;  and  this  demand  has  encouraged, 
and  does  encourage,  agi'icultural  labor  so  to  extend  its 
prodnction  as  to  supply  this  demand,  and  realize  this 
whole  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars  annually,  as  a  pro- 
fit on  the  capital  employed  to  effect  that  production. 
What  amount  of  labor  and  capital  must  go  into  operation 
to  effect  this  purpose?  Wliat  quantity  of  land,  and  of 
what  value;  what  instruments  of  cultivation,  and  of  what 
cost;  what  number  of  men,  and  at  what  expenditure  for 
their  wages,  have  been,  and  nqw  are,  called  into  employ- 
ment, to  feed  this  manufacturing  labor,  and  realize  this 
annual  profit  of  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars?  We 
have  seen  that  manufacturing  industry  realizes  annually 
about  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars  as  the  profits  on 
capital.  To  effect  this,  the  capital  used  exceeds  three 
hundred  millions  of  dollars;  the  labor  employed  is  more 
than  seven  hundred  thousand  hands;  and  more  than  sixty- 
four  millions  of  dollars  are  annually  paid  in  wag^s.  Does 
the  agriculture  of  our  country  annually  realize  a  profit  of 
twenty -seven  millions  of  dollars,  by  feeding  the  manufac- 
turing labor  of  our  country?  Then  that  agriculture  does 
use  \ov  that  purpose  more  than  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  millions  of  dollars  as  capital,  and  employs  more  than 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  persons  in  all  the 
various  labors  of  the  field,  and  pays  to  them,  in  wag^es, 
more  than  seventy-nine  millions  of^dollara  annually.  These 
agricultural  working  men  feed  themselves  and  their  own 
families;  and  not  less  than  four  persons  are  subsisted, 
clothed,  sheltered,  and  lodged,  by  the  effective  labor  of 
each  one  of  them.  Here  are  three  millions  and  a  half  of 
people  employed  in  all  the  honest  and  wholesome  vo- 
cations of  husbandry,  and,  by  our  great  encouragpng  sys- 
tem, sustained  in  a  condition  of  existence,  both  moral  and 
physical,  far  more  prosperous  than  that  of  any  other  agri- 
cultural people  in  any  other  region  of  this  earth. 

Is  it  not  a  great  and  a  glorious  system  which  has  produc- 
ed stich  effects?  Were  not  they  statesmen  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  system?  And  they,  too,  were  they  not 
worthy  of  all  praise,  who  have,  piece  by  piece,  built  up 
the  whole  superstructure,  and  thereby  peopled  our  land 
with  so  much  labor  and  skill,  furnished  so  much  mutqal 
employment  for  that  skill  and  labor,  aided,  as  they  are, 
by  so  many  instruments  of  toil  and  agents  of  production? 
What  a  market  is  here,  in  our  own  country,  supplied  by 
this  system,  from  the  labors  of  our  own  lands  and  work- 
shops, with  all  the  nourishing  fruits  of  the  earthy  and  all 
the  needful  fiibrics  of  human  skill! 

Nor  is  this  all.  Our  great  system  'of  encouragement 
comprehends  every  class  of  labor,  and  every  source  of 
wealth.  The  seas  teem  with  abundance,  and  no  prudent 
nations  have  ever  neglected  the  encouragement  of  their 
fisheries.  Kngland  and  Holland  have  encouraged  and 
protected  them,  both  as  a  source  of  wealth  and  as  a  nur- 
sery of  seamen.  The  United  States  adopted  this  policy 
as  a  part  of  their  great  system,  commenced  by  the  law 
of  July  4,  1799.  I  shall  quote  none  of  the  laws  enacted 
for  that  purpose,  but  merely  call  on  the  committee  to 
look  out  on  the  ocean,  and  view  their  countrymen  strain- 
ing at  the  line,  or  hurling  the  harpoon,  on  every  sea,  and 
under  every  latitude.  The  bare  tonnage  floating  these 
sojourners  of  the  deep  around  the  world,  has  cost  more 
than  ten  millions  of  dollars;  and  they,  by  their  ceaseless 
and  perilous  labors,  draw  five  millions  annually  from  the 
rich  chambers  of  the  ocean. 


The  shipbuilding  trade  of  the  United  States  was  earli- 
est among  the  labors  of  the  country  cherished  by  our 
great  system  of  encouragement.  By  the  law  of  July  20, 
1789,  all  vessels  thereafter  built  and  owned  by  foreigners 
shall,  on  the  entry  at  any  port  of  the  United  States,  pay  a 
duty  on  their  tonnage  equal  to  fifty  cents  per  ton;  while 
vessels  thus  owned  and  built  in  the  Unitod  States  shall 
pay  thirty  cents  only  per  ton.  This  discriminating  tonnage 
duty  has,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  operated  as  per-  ' 
feet  protection  to  the  whole  trade  of  American  shipbuild- 
ing, and  totallv  excluded  foreign  built  vessels  from  the 
sh'p  market  of  the  United  States.  What  has  been  the 
effect?  Precisely  what  the  founders  of  the  system  must 
have  foreseen.  Not  monopoly  of  profits  to  American  ship  • 
builders;  not  a  monopoly  condition  of  their  work  when 
finished;  not  a  monopoly  price  for  their  fabric  to  the 
American  navigator.  No,  sir,  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
branches  of  protected  industry,  every  thing  is  performed 
under  the  exciting  and  perfecting  spirit  of  competition. 
The  ship  market  of  our  country,  supplied  exclusively  by 
American  industry — a  market  every  way  and  entirely  do- 
mestic, is  supplied  at  a  cheaper  rate  per  ton  than  any  ' 
other  ship  market  in  the  world.  Is  the  work  well  done? 
Are  the  models  skilfully  designed?  Ask  the  mariners  of 
every  sea.  They  will  tell  you  whose  ships  can  hold  the 
toughest  and  most  successful  controversy  with  the  winds 
and  the  waves  of  every  ocean^-wbose  ships  transport  the 
most  burdensome  freights,  and  whose  ships  win  their 
passages  with  the  speediest  expedition.  Who,  in  marine 
architecture,  has  surpassed  the  American  model?  What 
nation  sends  out  on  the  ocean  her  maritime  commerce,  or 
her  naval  warfare,  in  ships  of  finer  form  or  more  success- 
ful movement,  than  those  of  our  own  country? 

^Tlie  whole  navigating  interest  of  the  United  States  has, 
in  like  manner,  by  provisions  made  in  the  same  law,  been 
cherished  and  earned  forward  under  our  great  system  of 
encouragement  and  protection.  All  vessels,  neither  built 
nor  owned  in  the  United  States,  must  pay  fifty  cents, 
while  all  vessels,  American  built,  and  owned  by  Ameri- 
can citizens,  pay  but  six  cents  a  ton  on  their  entry  at  any 
port  of  the  United  States.  In  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries,  this  duty  was,  by  American  vessels,  paid  but 
once  a  year;  while  foreign  ships  and  vessels  paid  the 
same  duty  on  every  entry.  A  higher  rate  of  duty,  paid 
on  merchandise,  when  imported  in  foreign  vessels,  gave 
another  encouragement  to  American  navigation.  In  all 
these  several  ways,  the  navigating  interest  oas  been  che- 
rished and  encouraged  under  our  great  protecting  sys- 
tem; and,  although,  under  certain  treaties,  and  by  a  re- 
peal of  certain  parts  of  the  lawjaying  tonnage  duties  on 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  some  foreign  vessels  may  en- 
ter into  our  ports  without  paying  duty,  yet  such  vessels 
can  import  no  merchandise  of  the  produce  of  countries 
other  than  their  own,  nor  take  any  share  in  the  coasting 
trade  of  the  United  Statea  Notwithstanding  these  seve- 
ral relaxations  in  tavor  of  fbreigners,  American  navigation 
is  now  perfectly  protected,  and,  under  that  protection, 
has  continued  to  flourish,  beyond  all  parallel  in  other 
countries,  or  in  former  times. 

Commerce,  no  less  than  navigfation,  has  been  embraced 
within  the  fostering  principles  of  our  national  system  of 
encouragement  and  protection.  Whatever  could  be  done 
by  regulations,  in  aid  of  foreign  commerce,  has  been  ef- 
fected. To  secure  the  transportation  of  that  commerce 
from  country  to  country,  you  have  given  the  ship  master 
a  control  over  the  persons  of  all  mariners  who  may  enter 
into  any  written  contract  with  him  to  perform  any  voy- 
age. You  have,  in  return,  provided  for  the  subsistence, 
the  health,  and  the  compensation  of  such  mariners.  You 
have  inscribed  a  character  of  nationality  on  all  your  sliips, 
and  so  regulated  their  lading  that  their  cargoes  shall  ac- 
quire a  like  character;  and,  when  the  American  flag  is 
hoisted  over  them,  all  nations  are  informed  that  the  United 
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States  are  the  guardians  of  whatever  floats  under  that 
broad  ensign.  You  havti  further  protected  their  com- 
merce, by  sending  out  consuls  and  commercial  agents  to 
all  the  maritime  nations  of  the  earth.  Nor  is  this  enough. 
The  diplomatic  relations  established  between  the  United 
States  and  so  many  other  nations  have  no  purpose  more 
important  than  the  protection  and  security  of  American 
commerce.  Sir,  that  commerce  is  guarded  in  every  sea, 
and  the  great  highway  of  nations,  covered  with  your  go- 
ing out  and  returning  commerce,  is  thus  secured  from 
every  port  in  our  own  country,  to  every  harbor  of  ^y^ry 
other  country,  by  the  guns,  or  the  flag,  or  the  fame  of 
your  navy. 

This  commerce  Is  moved,  in  all  its  exchanges,  by  an 
immense  capital.  •  Not  less  than  eighty-five  millions  of 
dollars  are  continually  employed  in  all  its  operations.  If 
prosperous  in  tlie  outwara  as  well  as  homeward  voyage, 
it  may,  in  each,  realize  ten  per  cent,  on  the  capital;  and 
this,  after  supplying  a  revenue  annually  to  those  concern- 
ed in  the  trade,  equal  to  eight  million'  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  adds  an  equal  amount  to  their  capital,  to  be 
invested  in  that,  or  some  other  employment  of  the  labor 
of  our  country. 

Commerce  among  the  several  States  was  not  forgotten 
when  a  system  was  to  be  established  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  all  the  labor  of  the  American  people.  This  com- 
merce moves  every  where,  and  in  all  directions,  by  roads, 
railways,  rivers,  canals,  and  coastwise  from  end  to  end  of 
our  country.  All  your  appropriations  for  surveys,  during 
the  last  ten  years,  have  been  made  to  encourage  this 
commerce.  AH  subscriptions  to  canals  had  the  same 
great  object.  Why  have  you,  at  such  cost,  dredged  the 
Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  and  other  rivers?  I'o  encoura£^ 
and  secure  the  movements  of  commerce  among  the  States. 
For  what  other  purpose  have  harbors^  been  improved, 
channels  marked  out,  breakwaters  erected  ?  Not  only  to 
direct  the  mariner  returning  from  foreign  regions,  but  to 
show  to  him  his  way  from  port,  and  conduct  your  coasting 
trade  from  one  State  to  another,  has  your  whole  mari- 
time frontier  been  lighted  up,  from  east  to  west ;  and  the 
same  beacons,  for  a  like  purpose,  are  now  beginning  to 
blaze  along  the  rivers,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  great  lakes 
of  our  country. 

The  amount  of  this  commerce  is  immense.  It  compre- 
hends not  only  all  the  surplus  production  collected  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  to  be  sent  abraad,  together  witli 
all  commodities  imported  in  return,  and  distributed,  In  like 
manner,  for  consumption,  but  it  likewise  cojnprehends  all 
those  various  products  which  are  moved  in  all  directions 
from  the  producer  to  the  consumer  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  The  amount  cannot  be  less  than  ten  times  the 
amount  of  all  our  domestic  productions  exported  to  foreign 
countries.  That  may  be  annually  equal  to  about  sixty- 
five  millions;  and,  if  so,  the  commerce  among  the  States 
cannot  be,  annually,  less  than  six  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  encouragement  of  this  commerce 
consists  in  lightening,  by  every  possible  means,  the  cost 
of  its  transportation.  This  can  be  done  by  internal  im- 
provement alone  $  that  is,  in  roads,  railways,  canals,  and 
rivers,- freed  of  ali  obstructions,  either  permanent  or  ac- 
cidental. This  has  been  the  great  system  of  encourage- 
ment extended  to  commerce  among  tlie  States,  under  the 
great  constitutional  grant  of  power  to  regulate  that  comr 
merce,  and  to  expend  money  for  its  encouragement  and 
protection;  on  the  same  principle  that  money,  in  immense 
sums,  is  annually  expended  to  encourage  and  protect 
commerce,  under  a  like  grant  of  power  to  regulate  that 
commerce. 

The  constitutional  grant  of  power,  made  to  Congress, 
"to  regulate  commerce,"  has  nowhere  been  so  perfectly 
explained  by  unquestioned  legislation,  under  the  grant, 
as  by  the  law  m.^de  to  regulate  commerce  with  •*  the  In- 
dian tribes."    Here  the  claims  of  the  free  trade  school 
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are  forever  put  to  silence.  Congress  has  the  same  power 
"  to  regulate  commerce,"  either  with  foreign  nations,  or 
among  the  several  States,  or  *<  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

The  Uw  <*  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,"  made  and  approved  March  30,  1802,  has 
erected  a  wall  of  brass  around  the  whole  territory  of  those 
tribes  lying  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
has  excluded  every  citizen  thereof  from  all  commercial 
intercourse  with  any  of  the  people  of  those  tribes,  unless 
under  a  license  for  that  purpose  granted,  and  after  bonds 
given  not  to  abuse  the  power  granted  by  such  license. 
All  merchandise  transported  into  this  protected  Indiaa 
territory  without  such  lipense,  is  liable  to  forfeiture;  and 
all  persons  unlicensed,  found  within  the  same,  are  liable 
to  punishment. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  enact  this  law  has  never  been 
questioned.  Copgress  has  received,  by  the  constitution, 
the  same  power,  **  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions," and  **  to  regulate  commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes.'* 
Congress  can,  therefore,  under  the  power  granted  by  the 
constitution,  place  the  same  restrictions  on  the  one  which 
it  can  place  on  the  other.  The  whole  system  of  commer- 
cial regulations,  whether  ia  respect  to  fbreigpi  nations  or 
the  several  States,  or  the  Indian  tribes,  are  alike  derived 
from  the  same  grrant  of  power;  and  all  have  the  same  great 
ultimate  object— the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 

Thus,  sir,  has  our  g^eat  system  of  encouragement  and 
protection,  commenced  in  July,  1789,  raised  up  and  car- 
ried on  towards  perfection  the  manufactures,  the  agricul- 
ture, the  fisheries,  the  navigation,  and  the  commerce  of 
our  country.  Legislation  in  aid  of  all  these  might,  never- 
theless, have  been  useless;  it  would  certainly  have  been 
much  less  efiicacious,  had  not  Congress,  at  the  same  time, 
exercised  its  great  constitutional  control  over  the  national 
medium  of  exchange . 

Congress  have  power  "  to  coin  money,  to  regulate  the 
value  of  that  monev,  and  of  all  foreign  coins  used  in  the 
country.'*  Literally  speaking.  Congress  could,  in  regu- 
lating the  value  of  money,  merely  enact  what  quantity  of 
silver,  and  of  what  fineness,  should  constitute  the  money 
unit,  the  silver  dollar  of  the  United  States;  that  the  dol- 
lar should  contain  four  hundred  and  sixteen  grains  of  sil- 
ver, twenty-two  parts  pure,  and  two  parts  alloy;  that 
gold  should  be  fifteen  times  as  valuable,  being  of  equal 
weight  and  fineness,  as  silver;  and  that  two  hundred  and 
seventy  g]*ains  of  gold,  twenty-two  parts  fine,  and  two 
parts  alloy,  should  be  coined  into  our  eagle,  and  be  of 
equal  value  with  ten  silver  dollars.  This  regulation  of 
the  value  of  money  could  have  relation  to  nothing  but 
the  purity  and  separation  into  parts  of  the  metallic  mo- 
ney of  the  country.  The  commercial  value  of  money 
would,  afier  all,  depend  on  the  quantity  in  market,  com- 
pared with  the  demand  for  it. 

When  our  Government  first  went  into  operation,  and 
ever  since  that  time,  money,  that  is  coin,  has  not  been  the 
medium  of  exchange,  but  merely  the  basis  of  that  medi- 
um. Unless  Congress  could  control  that  medium  so  as  to 
make  it,  at  all  times,  convertible  into  money,  the  basis 
of  it,  a  power  to  regulate  coins  or  money,  would  be  use- 
less, because  the  medium  of  exchange  would  not  be  re- 
gulated in  its  value  by  those  csins  or  that  money. 

What,  then,  is  the  medium  of  exchange,  and  how  may 
that  be  regulated  by  Congress?  This  medium  is  that 
which  circulates  from  hana  to  hand,  and  is  used,  with  a 
small  quantity  of  metallic  money,  for  change,  to  buy  and 
sell  all  the  commodities  of  the  country;  it  is  the  currency, 
and  consists  of  all  those  written  promises  to  pay  money, 
either  on  demand  or  at  a  time,  which  may  be  transferred 
by  delivery  or  endorsement,  or  in  any  other  way  suffi- 
ciently facile  fur  the  purposes  of  commerce.  It  may  be 
divided  into  four  classes:  bank  bills;  promissory  notes, 
payable  on  time;  bills  of  exchange  accepted,  but  not  pay- 
able; bonds;  and,  last  of  all,  certificates  of  stocks. 
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The  debts  of  individuals  and  corporations  thus  make 
the  currency  of  the  country;  that  currency  will  be  sound 
if  all  parts  of  it  may,  at  the  pleasure  of  those  who  hold 
them,  be  conrerted  into  money.  If  it  cannot  be  so  con- 
verted, then  that  currency  will  be  depreciated.  If  banks 
issue  more  bank  bills  than  they  can,  in  the  ordinary  cdlirse 
of  business,  redeem,  bank  bills  will  cease  to  be  converti- 
ble into  money,  and  will  depreciate  in  their  market  value. 
This  will,  more  or  less,  anect  the  soundness  of  all  other 
parts  of  the  currency,  and  depreciate  its  value.  Money 
having  ceased  to  be  the  basis  of  the  currency,  cannot  re- 
gulate its  value.  Congress  will  have  utterly  lost,  for 
every  useful  purpose,  the  power  to  regulate  the  value  of 
money,  as  a  medium  of  exchange,  or  as  the  basis  of  that 
medium. 

Before  the  currency  shall,  by  the  overissues  of  banks, 
have  becon^  so  abundant  as  that  those  banks  can  no 
longer  redeem  their  bills  on  demand,  that  abundance  will 
have  greatly  reduced  the  value  of  the  whole  currency. 
If,  from  any  cause,  at  any  time,  banks  add  one-twentieth, 
one-tenth,  or  one-fifth  part  to  the  amount  of  their  bills  in 
circulation,  the  value  of  those  bills,  and  of  the  whole  cur- 
rency, whether  in  gold  and  silver,  promissory  notes,  bills 
of  exchange,  bonds,  or  stocks,  will  fall  in  value  five,  ten, 
or  twenty  per  cent.  The  basis  of  that  currency,  the 
coined  money  of  the  country,  will  be  found  in  the  same 
condition — reduced  in  value  by  the  reduced  value  of  that 
representative  of  it,  which,  at  any  time,  may  be  dollar  for 
dollar  exchanged  for  it.  For  so  long  as  the  circulating 
bank  bills  of  the  country  may  be  exchanged  dollar  for 
dollar  for  any  of  the  promissory  notes,  or  bills  of  exchange, 
or  bonds,  or  stocks,  or  silver  dollars,  or  gold  eagles  in  the 
market,  so  long  will  they  all  be  of  one  equal,  uniform 
value.  Tbftt  value  will  not  depend  on  the  quantity  or 
fineness  of  the  silver  in  a  dollar,  or  gold  in  an  eagle,  but 
upon  the  abundance  or  scarcity  of  those  dollars,  or  ea- 
gles, or  of  bills  which  may  be  exchanged  for  them  in  the 
market  of  the  country. 

Little  benefit  would,  therefore,  have  been  derived  to  the 
trade  of  our  country  from  the  power  of  Congress  to  coin 
money,  or  to  regulate  the  value  thereof,  either  in  the  fine- 
ness or  quantity  of  silver  or  gold  in  dollars  or  eagles,  un- 
less some  other  power,  given  by  the  constitution,  might 
enable  that  Congress  to  place  some  limit  to  the  power  of 
issuing  bank  bills,  and  thereby  controlling  the  value  of 
such  coined  money.  The  founders  of  our  g^at  system 
of  policy  soon  foresaw  these  things,  and  discovered  that 
Congress,  to  regulate  the  value  of  "money,"  and  render 
it  a  circulating  medium,  or  the  basis  of  such  a  medium, 
must  institute  some  establishment  by  which  the  issue  of 
bank  bills  might  be  so  controlled  as  not  only  to  render 
them,  at  all  times,  convertible  into  **  money,"  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  holders,  but  also  to  adjust  the  supply  of  those 
bills,  by  the  amount  issued,  so  exactly  to  the  commercial 
demand  for  currency  In  the  market,  that  no  abundance 
or  scarcity  of  that  currency  could,  at  any  time,  either  so 
raise  or  so  lower  the  value  of  it  in  our  market  as  to  affect, 
injuriously,  the  labor  and  capital  of  the  country  in  any  of 
the  great  branches  of  national  industry. 

For  these  great  purposes,  Congress  very- early  esta- 
blished the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  a  branch  of  the 
great  encouraging  and  protecting  system.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  render  tliis  institution  not  a  treasury  institution, 
established  merely  to  create,  from  time  to  time,  a  medium 
for  the  payment  of  the  revenue,  but  a  part  of  the  great 
system"  of  labor  in  the  country,  established  to  regulate  the 
value  of  that  coin  and  currency  bv  which  all  the  products 
of  that  labor  must  be  measured  and  exchanged.  As  a 
treasury  institution,  its  issues  of  bills  must  be  controlled 
by  the  demands  of  Government  for  revenue;  but,  as  a 

{jart  of  the  institutions  of  the  country,  formed  in  aid  of 
abor,  its  issues  of  bills  would  be  adjusted  to  the  demands 
of  that  labor  for  a  currency  by  which  to  exchange  its  va 


rious  productions.  In  the  one  case,  the  currency  of  the 
Government,  created  for  revenue  purposes  only,  may  be 
a  surplus  added  to  the  national  currency;  and,  by  its 
abundance,  reduce  the  value  of  tlie  whole.  In  the  other 
case,  the  Government  and  the  labor  of  the  country  will 
have  but  one  currency;  and  the  total  amount  of  ft,  in- 
creased or  diminished,  from  day  to  day,  throughout  the 
year,  will,  at  all  times,  be  equal,  and  no  more  than  equal, 
to  the  demand  daily  made  for  so  much  currency  as  will 
satisfy  all  demands  for  payment,  and  enable  tlie  whole 
buying  and  selling  community  to  make  all  their  daily  ex- 
changes of  all  the  products  of  labor,  land,  and  capital 
throughout  the  whole  country. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  such  an  insti- 
tution .  It  has  enabled  Congress  so  to  regulate  the  value  of 
"money"  in  the  United  States,  as  that  such  money  has 
been  as  a  basis  of  the  currency  of  one  uniform  value  in  all 
parts  of  the  country;  and  the  issues  of  bills  in  that  bank, 
and  all  its  branches,  have  been  so  regulated,  and  that  re- 
gulation has  «o  controlled  the  issues  of  bills,  in  all  other 
banks,  in  all  the  States,  that  neither  the  abundance  nor 
scarcity  of  the  currency  has,  at  any  time,  materially  af- 
fected the  market  value  of  that  currency :  that  currency 
has  been  of  equal  value,  at  different  times,  and  in  distant 
places;  and  the  value^  the  commercial  level  of  our  circu- 
lating medium,  has  been  very  nearly  on  a  level  with  that 
of  the  great  commercial  world. 

The  revenue  of  the  nation  has  been  collected  and  dis- 
bursed in  all  parts  of  the  country;  and  this  has  been  done, 
not  only  without  loss  to  the  public,  but  in  a  currency  so 
uniform  in  value  both  in  different  places  and  at  different 
times  in  the  fiscal  year,  that  every  two  men  who  hare 
paid  or  received  each  an  equal  number  of  dollars  and 
cents,  have  each  paid  or  received  an  amount  of  money 
precisely  equal  in  value.  The  cost  and  risk  of  trans- 
porting gold  and  silver  from  a  place  where  they  are  not 
wanted  to  a  place  where  they  are  wanted,  is,  in  the  com- 
mercial world,  denominated  exchange.  This  exchange 
has  been,  beyond  all  expectation,  in  amount,  reduced  by 
the  operations  of  this  bank  and  its  branches.  If  a  man, 
in  Providence,  wished  to  place  ten  thousand  dollars,  in 
silver  coin,  in  the  hands  of  his  correspondent  in  New  Or- 
leans, he  must,  thirty  years  ago,  have  put  it  on  shipboard, 
and  paid  freight,  insurance,  and  charges  for  the  trans- 
portation of  it  from  one  of  these  cities  to  the  other.  At 
this  time,  he  merely  delivers  his  ten  thousand  silver  dol- 
lars to  the  cashier  of  the  branch  bank  in  Providence,  and 
receives  the  draf\  of  the  President  on  the  branch  bank 
of  New  Orleans,  in  favor  of  his  correspondent,  and  remits 
it  to  him  to  be  paid  in  dollars  in  that  city.  For  this  accom- 
modation, the  cost  is  probably  less  than  th^  insurance 
would  have  been,  had  he  shipped  the  silver  money,  and 
sent  it  thither  by  water  transportation. 

Such  are  the  arrangements  of  the  bank  and  its  branch- 
es, so  perfect  is  their  system,  and  so  exactly  can  the  offi- 
cers of  the  institution,  from  their  knowledge  of  all  the 
business  of  the  country,  ascertain  where  gold  and  silver 
will  be  wanted,  when  and  in  what  quantities  it  will  be 
wanted,  that  not  a  dollar  is  ever  transported  uselessly 
from  once  place  to  another.  Much  tran^ortation  is  saved, 
and  what  must  be  done,  at  the  smallest  possible  cost.  Gold 
and  silver,  under  their  operations,  seem  to  have  obtained 
a  kind  of  commercial  ubiquity,  and  orders  for  transmit- 
ting, from  man  to  man,  immense  amounts  of  value,  are 
sent  by  the  mail  from  city  to  city,  without  the  risk  of  rob- 
bery. The  wisdom  of  these  provisions  has  superseded 
all  the  cunning  of  human  transgression;  and  he  who  now 
plunders  the  mail  will  earn  for  himself  the  ^eril  and  the 
infamy  of  the  crime,  but  no  booty  other  than  a  few  scraps 
of  paper,  useless  to  all  men  except  their  lawful  owner. 

Nor  are  the  operations  of  this  great  branch  of  our  na- 
tional system  of  encouragement  and  protection  confined 
to  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  our  own  country.     Our 
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trade  with  foreign  nations  oAen  leares  tis  with  a  balance 
due  from  us  to  them.  This  balance  has  been  often  dis- 
charged without  sending  abroad  our  mone)',  the  basis  of  our 
currency;  sontetimes  with  tlie  stocks  of  this  bank,  and,  to 
son>e  extent,  with  the  bills  of  it.  For  the  bills  of  this 
bank  are  current  at  Liverpool  and  in  London. 

One  of  the  evils  of  a  system  of  currency,  not  gold  and 
silver,  but  based  on  money  coined  from  those  metals,  is 
the  liability  under  which  the  commerce  of  our  country 
places  this  money  to  be  exported,  as  merchandise,  to 
Eastern  Asia,  and  thereby  to  derange  the  value  of  the 
currency,  and  greatly  injure  all  the  productive  labor  and 
capital  of  the  nation.  This  bank  has  begun  to  correct 
that  evil.  Its  bills  are  beginning  to  be  current  in  Calcutta 
and  Canton,  and  to  aid  in  the  purchase  of  return  cargoes 
of  East  India  aiid  Chinese  merchandise. 

In  time,  if  this  bank  shall  be  sustained  by  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  large  bills  of  it  will  be  current  throughout 
Europe  and  Asia.  Moslem  pilgrims,  travelling  in  cara- 
vans from  Dellii  to  Mecca,  Suez,  and  Cairo;  and  Chinese 
merchants,  journeying  in  like  manner  from  Peking  to 
Astracan  and  Moscow,  would  cany  tlicsc  large  bills  rather 
tlian  ^old,  silver,  or  precious  stones,  to  buy  the  rich  com- 
modities of  tlie  West.  The  roving  Bedouin  or  Tartar 
might  encounter  these  caravan^  and  might  seize  their 
diamonds,  or  their  precious  metals;  but  .they  would  re- 
gard these  silken  securities  for  money  as  so  many  (Van- 
scripts  from  sacred  books;  and  the  name  of  Biddle,  as  of 
some  holy  man,  would  thus  preserve  the  laborious  mer 
chant  and  the  pious  pilgrim  from  peril  and  plunder. 

Our  great  system  of  encouragement  for  domestic  labor, 
and  of  protection  for  that  labor  against  all  injurious  fo- 
reign competition,  would  have  been  incomplete  and  im- 
perfect, had  it  not  contained  ample  provisions  for  the 
defence  of  the  United  States  against  the  arms,  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  force  and  power  of  foreign  nations.  Such 
provisions  for  defence  have,  therefore,  been  made  a  part 
of  the  system.  Look  a  moment  at  those  provision.^,  and 
3'ou  will  perceive  that  the  great  founders  of  our  system 
have  so  united  the  common  defence  with  the  general  wel- 
fare, tbt.t  no  crude  and  improvident  legislation  can  de- 
stroy tLe  one,  without  overthrowing  the  other. 

What  !ias  been  done^  and  is  now  doing,  for  that  dc- 
fencef  Vortificat'ons  have  cither  been  built,  or  are  now 
in  prtgiess,  at  all  the  great  assailable  points  on  our  mari- 
time frontier.  These  are  to  be  kept  and  defended,  not 
by  a  standing  army,  more  perilous,  in  times  of  peace,  to 
liberty,  than  all  the  wars  of  the  world.  A  few  sold  ers 
stationed  at  each  of  these  fortresses  will  keep  them  in 
repair,  and  place  and  preserve  all  their  military  ar^na- 
ments  iq  a  good  working  condition,  and  ready  to  be  put 
in  operation  by  the  national  militia,  whenever  any  foreign 
Power  may  choose  to  make  any  hostile  demonstration  on 
our  shores.  Where  will  that  militia  be  found?  Not  here 
and  there,  scattered  over  a  wide  country,  as  would  have 
been  the  case  had  not  our  system  of  encouragement  and 
protection  been  established;  but  collected  into  cities, 
towns,  villages,  hamlets,  at  harbors,  and  waterfalls,  as 
they  now  are,  by  the  operation  of  that  system  on  manufac- 
tures, on  the  fisheries,  on  navigation,  on  aommerce  among 
the  States,  on  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  on 
that  agriculture  which  crowds  around  the  neighborhoods 
of  such  communities  of  men,  to  feed  them,  and  thus  to 
aid  and  participate  in  'their  prosperily.  Your  system  of 
encouragement  and  protection,  m  its  natural  operation, 
brings  together  a  dense  population  over  all  your  mari- 
time frontier.  Rhode  Island,  not  more  fertile  than  other 
paitsof  New  England,  can,  like  Flanders,  sustain  five 
hundred  persons  on  each  square  mile;  and,  ultimately, 
furnish  an  armed  militia,  forming  such  a  phalanx  of  de- 
fence on  every  foot  of  her  shore,  as  no  foreign  army  can 
ever  break  through  and  reach  the  land  with  one  man  of 
them  alive. 


This  defence,  provided  under  this  system,  will  not  be 
found  in  a  condition  like  that  of  your  armies  in  the  last 
war,  dependent,  as  they  were,  on  your  enemy  for  their 
blankets,  the  only  covering  which  separated  their  unshel- 
tered limbs  from  the  stormy  face  of  the  winter  skies. 

Sir,  your  own  domestic  market,  furnished  under  our 
system  of  encouraged  and  protected  labor,  can  lack  no- 
thing needful  for  the  use  of  tlie  soldier.  His  subsistence, 
clothing,  camp  equipage,  munitions  of  war,  will,  at  all 
times,  be  found,  and  found  in  great  abundance,  in  that 
market. 

Should  any  part  of  your  coast  be  so  assailed  that  the 
militia  in  the  immediate  vicinity  would  not  be  sufficiently 
numerous  to  make  efficient  and  successful  defence,  that 
case  has  been  considered,  and  provision  made  for  remedy 
of  the  evil,  in  that  behalf.  Hie  regulation  of  commerce 
among  Uhe  several  States,  placed  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress by  the  constitution,  has  induced  the  commencement 
of  such  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  ii\  aid  of  that 
commerce,  as  will  ultimately  unite,  by  roads,  railways, 
canals,  and  rivers,  all  the  great  and  populous  parts  of  the 
interior  with  the  maritime  frontier  oi  our  country.  Oa 
these  great  thoroughfares  of  travel  and  transportation, 
the  armed  and  provided  militia  can,  in  thousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands,  be  poured  down  from  the  interior, 
upon  any  point  of  the  seacoast  which  may  have  been  as- 
sailed by  a  force  too  powerful  for  the  local  militia  of  that 
neighborhood. 

Sir,  the  other  part  of  our  national  defence,  the  navy, 
is,  if  possible,  still  more  the  progeny  of  our  ^reat  system 
of  encouragement  and  protection;  and,  for  its  existence 
and  support,  more  intimately  connected  with  that  system. 
It  was  built  by  the  encouraged  and  protected  mechanical 
labor  of  our  country.  It  is  manned  from  our  encouraged 
and  protected  navigation;  from  our  encouraged  fisheries; 
our  encoumged  coasting  trade;  our  encouraged  foreign 
commerce.  This  navy  is  supplied  with  arms,  with  muni- 
tions of  war,  with  clothing,  from  our  own  encouraged 
and  protected  manufacturers. 

'  In  war  especially  must  i^  be  fed  and  subsisted  from  en- 
couraged and  protected  American  agriculture.*  Examine 
every  point  of  defence  made  by  a  naval  station  along 
your  coast.  At  Pensacola,  your  navy  must  draw  its  sup- 
plies of  subsistence  through  the  canals  cut  into  the  rivers 
which  unite  that  station  with  tlie  g^eat  fertile  and  ex- 
haustless  valley  of  the  West.  At  Norfolk,  in  the  wars  of 
future  times,  the  navy  at  that  station  would  look  for  sup- 
plies not  only  up  the  long  rivers  of  Virginia,  but  also 
along  the  quiet  and  level  waters  of  that  canal  which  is 
now  working  a  resistless  course  from  this  city,  through 
rocks  and  mountains,  until,  lock  after  lock,  this  stupen- 
dous engine  of  human  power  shall  have  ascended  the  Al- 
leghanies,  and,  in  like  manner,  marched  down,  on  the 
other  side,  to  a  level  with  the  Ohio. 

Is  your  navy  stationed  in  the  Chesapeake  or  Delaware, 
still  must  it  draw  most  of  its  subsistence  from  the  distant 
interior,  over  the  railroads,  or  through  the  canals,  built  up 
under  the  impulse  given  to  private  adventure  by  our  great 
system  of  internal  improvement. 

New  York  i^united  to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  by 
her  own  canals,  and  by  that  of  Ohio;  and  the  subsistence 
of  your  navy  at  that  station  would  come  not  only  coast- 
wise, from  the  South,  through  canals,  but  also  in  abun- 
dance from  the  g^eat  interior  of  the  West  and  the  North. 
It  may  never  be  a  part  of  our  politics  to  make  Narra- 
gansett  bay  a  naval  station  in  time  of  peace.  No  matter 
ibr  this  oversight:  for  when  war  sliall  press  on  our  coasts, 
that  bay,  Newport  harbor,  will  be  the  great  starting  and 
returning  pdint  of  all  your  fleets.  That  bay  is  now  united 
to  the  very  centre  of  New  England,  by  a  canal  leading 
from  Providence  to  Worcester.  A  railroad  is  at  tliis 
time  in  progress  from  Boston  to  the  head  of  this  canal; 
and  projections  have  been  made  to  unite  this  point  with 
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the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  or  of  the  Hudson;  and 
time  only  is  wanted,  to  mature  one  or  the  other  of  these 
'  schemes;  when  Providence,  Boston,  and  Portsmouth,  all 
New  England,  will  be  united,  by  canal  or  railroad  trans- 
portation,  with  the  great  valley  of  the  West;  and  aided 
by  our  perfected  system  of  internal  improvement,  your 
navy,  at  either  of  these  stations,  may  be  abundantly  pro> 
▼isioned  and  fed  from  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  the  Ohio, 
and  the  Mississippi. 

Thus,  sir,  it  is  seen  that  the  defenpe  of  our  country 
against  hostile  aggression  is  a  part  of  our  great  system  of 
that  encouragement  and  protection  which  has  been  ex- 
tended ^to  every  department  of  national  industry.  You 
cannot  destroy  the  one,  and  preserve  the  other.  You 
cannot  hew  down  the  whole  tree,  and  hope  that  any  one 
of  its  branches  can  be  preserved,  and  kept  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition. 

Sir,  the  regulations  concerning  the  disposition  of  the 
public  domain  are  a  part  of  the  same  great  system  of  na> 
tional  policy.  The  encouragement  and  protection  given 
by  that  system  to  your  mechanic  arts,  manufactures,  na- 
vigation, fisheries,  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  com- 
merce among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  aboriginal 
nations  and  tribes,  have  held  out  to  the  agriculture  of 
these  United  States  such  bountiful  encouragement  as  that 
of  no  other  country  ever  received  from  any  system  of  Go- 
vernment. This  encouragement  has  created  and  sustain- 
ed a  regular  and  increasing  demand  for  fresh  lands  to  be 
annually  brought  into  cultivation.' 

The  right  of  pre-emption  claimed  by  the  British  crown, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  tiations^  was,  in  respect  to 
all  the  lands  within  those  territorial  fimits  of  the  United 
States,  established  b^  the  peace  of  1783,  conquered  by 
the  United  Colonies  from  that  crown,  b}'  the  revolutionary 
war.  The  conflicting  claims  of  the  several  States  to 
these  lands  were  finally  ceded  to  the  United  States,  in 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  each  State;  and  the  right  of  pre- 
emptjun,  against  all  nations,  all  the  several  States,  and 
all  individuals,  was,  by  many  treaties  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions, acknowledged  and  established.  As  these  tribes 
diminished  in  numbers,  or  as  time  and  other  events 
brought  them  to  the  habits  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
trade,  and  civilization,  their  title  to  lands  grown  useless 
to  them  has  been,  by  treaties,  gradually  extinguished. 
Surveys  of  such  lands  Irnve  been  made;  and  a  great  land 
market  opened  in  the  United  States  presented  to  the  eyes 
of  nations  a  spectacle  never  seen  by  them  until  exhibited 
hece,  in  this  part  of  the  new  world.  Demand  and  supply 
have  been  considered  in  this  as  in  other  markets;  and 
the  one  has  been  so  adjusted  to  the  other,  that  speculation, 
though  not  excluded,  has  never  been  able  to  control  this 
market. 

Under  this  system,  territories  have  been  formed;  ex- 
tensive regions  peopled;  and  f^reat,  flourishing,  and  po- 
pulous States  brought  into  existence,  and  admitted  into 
this  Union.  A  revenue  of  two  or  three  millions  derived 
from  this  source  has  hitherto  been  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  national  debt.  IVhen  that  debt  is  dis- 
charged, this  revenue  belongs,  of  right,  to  the  several 
States,  and  must,  under  our  great  system  of  policy,  be 
distrihuted  to  each  of  them.  Ttiis  it  is  now  proposed  to 
do>  that  each  State  may  hereafter  receive  and  retain  its 
dividend  for  the  g^eat  national  purposes  of  education. 
Thus,  in  every  State,  the  means  of  instruction  shall  he 
brought  into  every  family;  every  child,  hereafler  born  in 
the  United  States,  no  matter  how  poor  and  lowly,  may  be 
taught  not  only  letters  and  ordinary  science,  but  also  all 
those  great  truths  which  secure  the  blessings  of  this,  and 
the  hopes  of  another  life. 

When  our  great  system  was  commenced,  the  nation 


added  to  this  great  nationdl  burden.  Under  the  opera* 
tions  of  our  system  of  encouragement  and  protection,  the 
people  have  not  only  prospered  and  grown  wealthy,  but 
they  have,  while  in  this  progress  of  prosperity,  paid  off 
to  their  creditors  390,000,000  dollars;  and  taken  up  and 
cancelled  outstanding  demands  against  them,  to  that 
amount.  This  payment  has  been  made,  not  principally  to 
foreigners,  as  was  so  incorrectly  stated  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Vebplasck.} 
This  debt,  when  outstanding,  was  in  stocks,  owned, 
much  of  it,  by  corporations;  some  for  banking,  some  for 
instirance,  some  for  religious,  some  for  literary  and  sci- 
entific purposes.  Much  also  of  these  stocks  had  been 
owned  by  individuals.  Some  of  them  had  died,  and  their 
stocks  had  been  shared  among  their  widows  and  orphans. 
Many  such  owners  had,  by  misfortunes^  failed  in  busi- 
ness, and  their  stocks  had  been  distributed  among  iheir 
creditors,  some  rich,  some  of  humble  fortune.  So  it  baa 
come  to  pass,  that  the  burden  of  taxation  has  been  light- 
ened by  the  division  and  distribution  of  payment.  Pay- 
ment has  carried  relief  and  comfort  into  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  households;  gladness  into  millions  of  bo- 
soms; and  literally  caused  *Hhe  widow's  heart  to  sing 
for  joy.** 

Thus,  sir,  has  Congress,  fur  about  forty-four  years, 
exercised  the  power  given  by  the  constitution,  *•  to  pro- 
mote the  general  we! fare,"  by  a  system  of  burdens  im- 
posed on  the  labors  of  the  people,  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment; and  a  system  of  benefits,  done  forthem'in  re- 
turn, by  the  labors  of  legislation.  This  waa  the  great 
system,  begpun.  on  the  4th  of  Ju>y,  1789,  and  brought 
down  to  the  commencement  of  the  last  four  years  by  va- 
rious enactm.ents,  ali  devised  and  put  in  operation  to 
finish  and  perfect  that  system. 

What  is  the  new  system,  already  begun,  and  to  be 
nearly  completed  by  the  measure  now  under  considera- 
tion? Government  is  hereafter  to  be  a  scheme  of  bur- 
dens, without  any  corresponding  benefits  to  the  people. 
We  are  to  raise  money  by  impost,  to  si^pport  Govern- 
ment, that  is,  to  pay  ourselves;  but  we  wiU  not  enact  any 
commercial  regulation  **  to  promote  the  general  welfare.** 
We  retain  the  power  taken  from  the  States  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  given  to  Congress;  but  we  send  the  people  back 
to  the  States  for  that  encouragement  and  prottction  of 
their  labor  which  wc  know  the  States  have  no  power  to  give. 

Is  not  this  bill  a  mere  scheme  of  taxation  r  It  provides 
for  the  wants  of  Government,  but  makes  no  provision  for 
the  wants  of  the  people.  Witlu>ut  inquiry,  witliout  kM©\T- 
Icdge  of  the  amount  of  means  in  the  hands  of  any  man, 
or  the  amount  of  payment  to  be  made  by  any  roan  er 
any  State  in  this  Union,  we  sit  here,  and,  without  any 
examination  or  survey  of  property  first  had,  we  are  abottt 
to  enact  a  great  doomsday  volume  of  taxation,  which  shall, 
in  its  exactions,  visit  every  free  laboring  man  in  the  na- 
tion, in  his  food,  in  his  clothing,  in  his  habitation,  and  in 
the  instruments  of  his  labor.  Nor  is  this  ali.  Not  only  it 
visits  his  labor  with  a  blighting  curse,  withers  Md  con- 
sumes its  productive  energies,  bat  also  places  him'on  the 
degraded  level,  and  in  competition  with  the  paupers  of 
Europe,  and  the  slaves  of  South  Carolina. 

Sir,  you  dare  not  enact  and  pass  this  bill  Lnta  a  law. 
Never  did  the  fathers  of  those  freemen,  even  in  their 
stri^gle  for  independence,  permit  a  slave  to  lift  his  hand 
in  aid  of  their  battle,  until  he  had  first  been  purified  and 
consecrated  to  the  holy  service  "by  the  sacranoent  of 
emancipation.  We  sliall  never  degrade  the  bk>od  of  our 
fathers. 

Is  the  product  made  by  South  Carolina  slavery  redttcod 
in  price .^  Let  the  master  diminish  the  task  of  the  slave. 
Spare  the  lash.     Reduce  the  quantity  of  cotton,  pushed 


t#     — ^ .     --  —      y      ^  -  ■  ^ -J ^     —      ---»    g '  — 

was  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt;  the  cost  of  therevolu-  to  surplusage  on  the  consumption  of  the  world.     Give 


tionary  wai* — the  price  of  our  national  independence. 
Since  that  time,  the  expenditure  of  another  war  has  been 


labor  now  and  then  a  holiday.     Send  a  less  quantity  to 
market)  and  bring  home  as  much  or  more  money  for  it. 
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Employ  the  slave  in  some  other  vocation,  if  not  of  pro- 
fit, it  may  be  of  ornament,  and  adorn  your  country.  La- 
bor for  something  which  cannot  be  swallowed.  ,  Raise 
monuments,  or  after  generations  may  never  know  that 
you  have  existed.  Let  the  little  tyranU  of  these  days, 
like  some  of  the  greater  ones  of  ancient  times,  build  py- 
ramids of  bricks,  and  no  longer  toil  to  scale  the  highest 
heavens  on  bales  of  cotton. 

Sir,  disguise  this  question  as  you  will,  it  is,  after  all,  a 
crusade  against  free  white  labor;  first  preached  on  this 
floor  and  else>»  here,  and  now  put  in  the  form  of  war  by 
the  owners  of  slaves.  It  is  the  maker  of  cotton  against 
the  grower  of  wool,  the  mere  tiller  of  the  ground  against 
the  keeper  of  sheep;  and  because  the  first  brother  of 
our  race  did,  in  such  a  strife,  succeed  in  committing  the 
oldest  fratricide  on  record,  the  movers  of  this  contro- 
versy seem  satisfied  to  earn  a  like  malediction,  if  they 
can  out  succeed  in  perfoi-ming  a  kindred  achievement. 

Sir,  1  repeat  it,  this  controversy  is  a  war  agaihst  the 
free  white' labor  of  this  country:  a  war  levied  by  the 
owners  of  slaves.     How  often  have  you  been  told  on  this 
floor,  first  in  the  voice  of  complaint,  but  now  in  the 
tones  of  insolent  menace,  that  the  free  laborers  of  the 
North  could  earn  fifty  cents  a  day,  while  the  slaves  of 
South  Carolina  could  not  earn  more  than  twelve  and  a 
half  cents?    How  often  has  the  same  voice  told  us  that 
manufacturing  capital,  used  by  this  free  labor,  cleared  a 
profit  of  twenty  per  cent,  per  annum;  while  slaves  and 
land,  the  cotton-raising  capital  of  the  South,  would  not, 
in  any  year,  come  up  to  six?     This  base,  inglorious  ques- 
tion is  now  agitating  our  country.     We  are  told  that  our 
great  system  of  national  policy  encourages  the  lal)ors  of 
the  free,  and  renders  capital  in  their  hands  highly  pro- 
fitable; but  the  same  system  discourages  the  labor  of 
slaves,  and  renders  them,  and  the  capital  employed  with 
them,  in  growing  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  not  profitless, 
but  merely  less  profitable  to  the  owners.     These  men 
aver  that  the  same  system  of  laws  is  encouragement  to 
the  free,  but  discouragement  to  the  slave  labor  of  the 
countr}';  and  that  all  the  great  interests  of  all  the  free 
labor  in  the  United  States  must  be,  nay,  shall  be,  sncri- 
ficetl;  not  to  preserve,  but  to  render  more  profitable,  the 
capital  vested  in  Southern  slaves.     Dare  these  men  place 
such  an  issue  before  the  country,  in  all  its  naked,  base, 
and  odious  deformity  ?    Dare  they  tell  the  world  of  chris- 
tian nations  the  true  state  of  this  question  ?    Would  not 
those  nations  who  have  universally  excluded  slavery  from 
their  civil  policy,  would  they  not  hear  with  a  shout  of  in- 
dignation, that  one  of  these  States  had  taken  up  arms 
against  the  Union,  and  had  sworn  to  destroy  that  Union, 
for  the  glorious  purpose  of  rendering  their  negro  slaves 
more   valuable,  by  rendering  the  labor  of  those  slaves 
more  profitable?    They  have  not  dared  to  do  it.     They 
have  put  a  mask  on  this  base-born  controversy  of  avarice. 
Under  this  mask,  this  Shylock  question  of  interest,  of 
mere  money,  of  so  many  dollars  and  cents,  has  been 
changed  in  appearance;  and  is  now,  to  the  deceived  eye 
of  the  nation,  a  question  of  State  rights — State  sovereign- 
ty— freedom — chivalry— nullification.      Egregious    mas- 
querade of  valor  and  patriotism!  Brave  cavalier — for  how 
much  money — ^for  how  many  pounds  of  flesh — will  you 
sell  all  these  painted,  pasteboard  glories?    For  the  base 
and    grovelling  provisions  of  this  bill;  for  their  negro 
cloths  at  five  per  cent;  their  own  coats  at  twenty;  and 
cottons,  calico  or  plain,  both  for  themselves  and  slaves, 
at  the  same  rate  of  impost. 

Does  not  tWs  strip  the  question  of  all  its  paintings? 
Yes,  sir;  they  plainly  tell  us  that  the  great  cotton  and 
tobacco  interest  of  Southern  slavei^  cannot. thrive,  un- 
less the  greater  interest  of  Northern  freedom  in  manufac- 
tures and  agriculture  shall  be  destroyed.  Are  these  two 
interests  indeed  hostile  to  each  other?  and  cannot  the 
same  system  of  laws  give  to  each  of  them  the  same  en- 


couragement and  protection  now,  which  was  so  libe« 
rally  bestowed  on  both  by  those  laws  In  1816?  No  one 
ever  dreamed  of  this  hostility  of  interests,  until  within 
the  last  eight  years.  Until  then,  our  great  system,  es- 
tablished to  promote  the  general  welfare,  did  equally 
advance  the  individual  and  particular  interests  of  all.  If, 
then,  by  some  strange  perversity  of  purpose,  or  of  acci- 
dent, any  particular  interest  have,  since  that  time,  sprung 
up  in  our  country,  hostile  in  its,  nature  to  the  general 
welfare,  can  the  owners  of  that  interest  call  upon  the 
nation  to  cherish  and  cultivate  this  their  deleterious  plant; 
and,  to  promote  its  growth,  demand  that  every  other  in- 
terest, which  has  hitherto  flourished  in  our  land,  shall  be 
extirpated  and  destroyed  ?  Who  would  pluck  up  fields 
of  wheat,  that  he  might  thereby  encourage  a  more  vi- 
gorous growth  of  hemlock  ?  Does  not  the  less  always 
give  way  to  the  more  useful  plant?  Let,  then,  these  poli- 
ticians beware  how  they  undertake  to  prove  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  that  their  production  of  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
bacco, by  the  labor  of  slaves,  is  hostile  to  that  general 
welfare  which  has  been  for  more  than  forty  years  establish- 
ed and  promoted  by  our  great  system  of  encouragement 
and  protection.  Admit  that  it  were  so.  Do  the  pwners  of 
slaves  believe  that  the  system  of  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection is  to  be  abolished,  and  more  than  seven  hundred 
thousand  free  white  people  now  employed  in  mecha- 
nic and  manufacturing  labor,  and  more  than  nine  hun- 
dred thousand  employed  in  agricultural  labor,  are  to  be 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  reduced  to  poverty, 
merely  to  render  slave  labor,  employed  in  growing  cot- 
ton, rice,  and  tobacco,  somewhat  more  profitable?  Sir, 
you  may  as  syon  *'  tear  this  steadfast  earth  from  her  axis;'* 
roll  the  moon  into  our  orbit;  and  compel  this  globe  to 
spin  round  that,  as  a  mere  satellite.  What  number  of 
men,  citizens  of  this  our  country,  are  concerned,  and 
rely  for  revenue  and  wealth  on  this  growing  of  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  for  the  market  of  this  and  foreign 
countries? 

In  this ,  production,  the  planters  own  and  work,  on  an 
average,  not  less  than  seventy-five  slaves  each.  These 
produce  from  two  to  six  bales  of  cotton,  each  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight;  and  four  such  bales  will 
be  estimated  as  a  very  low  annual  average  product  of  one 
slave.  In  1830,  732,840  bales  were  exported;  221,430 
sold  in  the  domestic  market.  This  quantity,  at  four  bales 
each,  would  require  268,542  slaves.  Uice  and  tobacco 
make  about  one-fifth  part  of  the  whole  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco  production.  One-fourth  part  of  the  number  of 
slaves  employed  on  cotton  will  be  employed  in  these. 
This  makes  their  number  67,135;  and  added  to  the  num- 
ber engaged  in  the  cotton  production,  the  total  number 
is  335,727,  employed  in  growing  cotton,  rice,  and  tobac- 
co. If  the  average  numberowned  by  each  planter  be  not 
less  than  seventy-five,  then  the  whole  number  is  owned 
and  employed  by  4,476  planters.  Some  planters  own 
several  hundred,  and  some  much  less  than  seventy  .five : 
but  it  will  be  found  that  the  whole  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
bacco interest  is  owned  by  less  than  five  thousand  men. 

This  number  of  planters  have  placed  themselves  before 
the  whole  nation,  some  part  of  them  in  the  attitude  of  ut- 
ter defiance,  and  demand  the  entire  abolition  of  the  great 
national  system  of  encouragement  and  protection.  Here 
are  five  thousand  men,  backed  by  three  hundred  thousand 
slaves,  now  threatening  destruction  to  a  great  system  of 
national  policy,  which  gives  labor  to  more  than  sixteen 
hundred  thousand  free  white  people;  and  puts  into  use,  in 
productive  employment,  six  hundred  and  eighty  millions 
of  capital,  owned  by  more  than  five  hundred  thousand 
men,  engaged  in  the  agricultural,  mechanic,  and  manufac- 
turing production  of  the  country;  and  supporting  their 
own  families  of  not  less  than  2,000,000  people,  by  the 
profits  of  this  capital,  and  the  savings  made  by  their  own 
care  and  labor  in  these  vocations.     Will  it  come  to  pass 


1387 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1388 


H.  OF  9.] 


TTit  IhriffBiU. 


[Jav.  26,  1833. 


that  more  than  two  millions  of  men,  owners  or  workers  of 
six  or  seven  hundred  miUions  of  capital,  feeding-,  clothing, 
sheltering,  or  educating  more  than  eight  millions  of  people, 
shall  be  utterly  ruined,  their  capital  in  a  great  measure  de- 
stroyed, their  labor  turned  over  to  foreigners,  their  bread 
snatched  from  their  mouths,  their  clothes  rent  from  their 
bodies,  the  shelter  pulled  down  over  their  heads;  and  all 
this  done  by  less  than  five  thousand  owners  of  slaves,  who 
threaten  to  destroy  "the  Union,  unless  this  whole  free 
working  white  population  will  agree  to  be  destroyed 
themselves  for  its  preservation? 

What  cause  do  these  owners  of  slaves  allege  for  all  this 
hostility  against  the  free  labor  of  the  country?  They  con- 
tend that  the  great  system  of  encouragement  and  protec- 
tion, under  which  this  free  labor  and  the  capital  used  by 
it  liave  prospered,  does  render  their  capital  of  land  and 
slaves,  employed  in  growing  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco, 
less  profitable  than  the  capital  employed  by  free  labor, 
and  much  less  profitable  than  it  would  be  if  that  system 
were  destroyed.     Let  us  examine  these  allegations. 

We  have  seen  that  mechanic  and  manufacturing  labor, 
together  with  labor  employed  in  raising  wool,  use  a  capi- 
tal, annually,  of  the  value  of  $312,453,848,  and  that  this 
labor  returns  to  the  owners  of  this  Capital  a  profit,  annu- 
ally, of  $23,428,520.  It  has  also  been  shown  that  North- 
ern agriculture,  in  supplying  this  manufacturing  labor, 
and  realizing  a  profit  of  $27,000,000,  does  actually  use 
more  than  $366,000,000,  as  a  capital  fur  that  purpose. 
Now,  what  amount  of  capital  do  these  owners  of  slaves 
employ  in  the  production  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco? 
and  for  what  amount  do  they  sell  their  whole  production? 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  number  of  slaves,  employed 
on  these  products,  is  335,727.  Fifteen  years  ago,  these 
slaves  were  not  worth  more  than  $200;  most  certainly  not 
over  $250  each.  The  system  of  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection which,  in  its  progress,  has  been  felt  in  every  part 
of  our  country,  has  enhanced  the  value  of  slaves  not  less 
than  from  20^  to  50  per  cent.  This  whole  number  may 
now  be  reckoned  at  $300  each,  and  amounts  in  value  to 
$100,71P,K)0.  Each  slave  can  easily  cultivate,  in  cotton, 
ten  acres  of  land.  This  will  much  more  than  raise  four 
bales,  of  350  pounds  each;  but  let  it  be  allowed  as  the  nee'd- 
ful  quantity.  At  ten  dollars  per  acre,*  when  cleared  and 
enclosed,  the  whole  quantity  will  be  3,357,270  acres,  and 
the  value  equal  to  $33,572,700.  Add  to  this  amount  five 
dollars  for  each  slave,  annually,  for  instruments  of  labor, 
or  a  sum  equal  to  nf678,635;  and  ten  dollars  each,  for 
yearly  clothing,  equal  to  f  3,357, 270. 

These  several  sums  arc,     -        -        -        $38,618,605 

To  this  add  the  value  of  335,727  slaves, 
at  $300  each,         -        -        -        -        •        100,718,100 


And  the  total  amount  is. 


$139,33^705 


Nothing  is  added  in  this  calculation  for  the  food  of  these 
slaves,  because  it  is  well  known  that,  over  and  above  the 
cultivation  of  so  much  cotton  as,  by  this  estimate,  is  set 
dctwn  as  the  production  of  each  shive,  he  cultivates  five  or 
six  times  as  much  com  as  serves  to  furnish  his  food. 

Here,  then,  is  a  capital  in  lands,  instruments  of  agricul- 
'ture,  and  slaves,  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  millions, 
and  one-third  employed  in  producing  the  great  Southern 
staples,  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco.  What  do  the  owners 
of  that  capital  annually  realize,  in  money,  from  the  pro- 
duction of  this  capit;^!  ?  Here  we  have  no  difBcultv  in 
finding  the  answer.  It  may  be  almost  entirely  found  on 
the  records  of  the  treasury.     Take  the  year  1830. 

That  year,  the  value  of  exported  rice 
wa?, $1,986,824 

Tobacco, 5,586,365 

Cotton, 29,574,883 


Total  exported. 


$37,248,072 


Amount  of  cotton  sold  to  the  American 

manufacturers, 7,752,000 

Rice  and  tobacco,  not  less  than      -        -        2,999,928 


Total  amount  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco, 
in  1830, $48,000,000 

Here,  sir.  is  the  great  efficient  capital  of  the  slave  own- 
er, in  amount  $139,336,705,  and  here,  too,  is  tlie  annual 
income  of  it,  $48,000,000.  What  is  the  capital  employed 
by  free  white  labor,  in  mechanics,  manufactures,  and 
agriculture?  $678,453,848.  And  what  is  the  annual  pro- 
fit on  that  amount  of  capital >  $50,428,520.  The  profit 
on  capital  in  land  and  slaves  is  34.5  per  cent,  per  annum, 
while  that  of  capital  used  by  free  labor  is,  per  annum, 
but  seven  per  cent  and  a  small  fraction.  If  any  thing 
can  satisfy  the  owner  of  slaves,  such  a  rate  of  profit  mubt 
fill  up  and  satisfy  the  utmost  wants  of  the  mi>st  greedy 
avarice.  Thirty-four  per  cent,  on  capital !  And  that,  too, 
secured  by  a  monopoly  of  climate  which  does  not  suffer 
its  production  to  gi'ow  beyond  its  own  limit.  Yes,  and  by 
a  monopoly  of  labor,  also,  of  which  the  laws  of  the  free 
States  do  not  permit  the  use. 

Do  you  say  that  more  slaves  and  more  land  are  required 
to  make  this  amount  of  production  in  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
bacco? Then,  if  you  please,  double  the  number  of  slaves, 
and  double  the  quantity  of  land;  say  one  man  can  grow 
but  two  bales  of  cotton,  and  that  each  bale  will  require 
five  acres  of  land  for  its  production.  What  then?  You 
will  still  have  a  profit  of  17^  per  cent,  on  your  capital. 
Nay,  do  you  still  say  it  will  require  more  labor  and  more 
land?  Then  double  them  both  again;  and  take  1,100 
working  men,  if  you  have  so  many  in  the  whole  cotton 
region,  and  take  11,000,000  acres  of  land  to  raise  your 
crop;  let  each  slave  make  but  one  bale,  and  let  that  be 
grown  on  ten  acres  of  land;  and  even  then,  on  such  a 
weight  of  capital,  you  will  realize  8  5-8  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. Do  you  tell  me  your  lands  will  wear  out?  Not,  sir, 
if  you  are  skilful  husbandmen.  Will  your  labor  grow  old 
and  becohie  useless?  There  is  in  that  labor  a  restoring 
principle,  and  it  reproduces  itself  more  than  once  in  the 
course  of  its  existence?  Do  you  tell  me  that  the  other 
part  of  your  slave  capital  is  less  productive?  Sir,  does  It 
not  feed  and  cloth  itself?  Yes,  and  also  doubles  its  own 
value  once  in  twenty-five  years.  This  gives  four  per  cent, 
per  annum;  and  the  whole  capital  of  the  world  does  not 
eqiial  that  rate  of  profit. 

it  is,  therefore,  demonstrated,  that  capital  in  lands  and 
slave*,  employed  in  the  production  of  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  in  the  South,  is  more,  very  much  more,  profita- 
ble, than  capital  employed  by  free  labor  in  the  agricul- 
ture or  manufactures  of  the  North. 

I'his,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  capital  in  the  North  and  in 
the  South,  under  the  provisions  and  operations  of  our 
CTcat  system  of  encouragement  and  protection.  Not  only 
has  the  value  of  the  slave  portion  of  it  been  increased  from 
20  to  50  per  cent,  during  the  last  15  years,  but,  even  at 
the  present  high  valuation  of  both  slaves  and  lands,  their 
united  profits  are  more  than  34  per  cent,  a  year.  WIU  this 
capital  be  more  profitable  if  that  system  shall  be  destroy- 
ed? Can  the  ruin  of  seventeen  parts  of  the  country  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  other  seven?  What  man  of  wis- 
dom, what  statesman,  of  this  or  any  other  nation,  will 
undertake  to  prove,  that,  if  seven  hundred  millions  of 
Northern  capital  were  ruined,  or  thrown  out  of  use,  and  one 
million  and  a  half  of  free  working  men  in  our  country 
were,  with  all  tlieir  skill  and  all  their  machinery,  exclud- 
ed from  employment,  left  without  the  power  to  produce, 
or  the  means  to  consume,  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  or  the 
fabrics  of  labor;  who,  Isay,  in  his  senses,  would  attempt  to 
prove  that  such  an  overthrow  of  the  wealth,  and  strcMiglh, 
and  prosperity  of  the  free  States  in  this  Union,  would  ena- 
ble four  or  five  thousand  owners  of  slaves  to  grow  cotton. 
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rice,  and  tobacco,  in  the  South,  witli  a  greater  amount  of 
annual  profit? 

If  such  a  catastrophe  in  the  North  would  produce  such 
effects  in  the  South « if  the  repeal  of  our  system,  and  the 
ruin  of  capital  and  bbor  in  the  free  States,  would  enhance 
the  value,  and  multiply  the  profits  of  slaves  in  the  other 
States;  yet  who,  that  speaks  in  the  accent  of  a  christian, 
or  stands  on  the  feet,  or.moves  with  the  gait  of  a  chris- 
tian, pagan,  tr  man,  would  call  for  such  a  repeal,  and  effect 
such  a  ruin,  that  he  might  obtain  such  a  profit?  The  very 
idea  of  the  proposition  is  a  horror;  an  outrage  on  reason, 
on  morals,  on  liberty,  on  the  constitution  itself;  and 
whenever  the  great  common  welfare  of  all  the  free  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  shall  be  sacrificed,  or  even  en- 
dangered, to  render  slaves  more  profitable  to  their  own- 
ers, our  constitution  will  be  blotted  out,  our  Union  ex- 
tinguished; and  a  people,  now  the  guardians  of  the  world's 
freedom,  shall  then  be  made  the  miserable  panders  of 
profit  to  the  insatiable  avarice  of  a  base  and  vulgar  despotism . 

Sir,  the  advocates  of  this  measure,  what  do  they  pro- 
pose to  do?  They  intend  to  establish  their  new  system  of 
policy  on  the  overthrow  and  ruins  of  the  old.  They  de- 
mand the  utter  abandonment  of  all  encouragement  and 
protection,  not  in  one  or  two,  but  in  all  and  every  depart- 
ment of  industry.  .  This  bill  is  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  is  levelled,  almost  exclusively,  at  cottons,  and 
at  wool  and  woollens.  It  may  be  more  easy  to  destroy 
manufactures  in  detail,  one  or  two  branches  at  a  time; 
in  this  it  is  thought  the  friends  of  one  will  not  come  in  to 
aid  those  of  another.  Accordingly,  under  this  bill,  iron 
and  steel  are  left  in  a  very  well  protected  condition. 
Other  manufactures  are  not  touched  at  all  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  measure.  Shoes,  boots,  cabinet  ware,  glass, 
hats,  carriages,  saddlery,  leather,  jewellery,  and  plated 
ware,  are  all  perfectly  protected,  by  a  duty  of  thirty  per 
cent. ;  and  this  protection  excludes,  in  these  trades,  aU 
foreign  competition  from  our  markets.  Let  not  those  con- 
cerned in  them  fancy  themselves  secure.  Cottons  and 
woollens  do  not  peculiarly  excite  hostility  in  the  owners 
of  slaves.  It  is  protection  itself  at  which  their  blow  is 
aimed;  and  when  they  shall  have  repealed  the  law  which 
protects  cotton  and  woollens  from  the  confiictwith  foreign 
capital  and  labor,  and  ruined  those  two  great  manufactur- 
ing interests,  they  will  demand  a  repeal  of  other  laws, 
which  protect  other  departments  of  industry;  and  if,  ter- 
rified  by  their  array  of  hostility,  we  now  surrender  to 
theip  menaces,  you  will  see,  one  by  one,  all  your  mecha- 
nic trades,  all  your  various  manufiictures,  stripped  of  pro- 
tection, and  left  to  be  destroyed  by  a  competition  with  the 
exhaustless  capital  and  labor  of  foreign  nations. 

Nor  will  this  anti-protection  hostility  stop  at  the  over- 
throw of  your  mechanical  labor  and  manufacturing  indus- 
try. Are  not  other  labors  of  the  free  States  protected? 
Your  fisheries  will,  when  you  have  yielded  up  your  manu- 
factories to  appease  the  South — your  fisheries  will  be  made 
to  feel  the  vengeance  of  these  lords  over  three  hundred 
thousand  slaves.  Do  not  tell  me  tliat  these  fisheries  are 
the  great  nursery  of  seamen;  JLhese  seamen  are  free  men, 
arc  white  men,  are  protected  men,  and  each  one  of  these 
attributes  of  a  Northern  manhood  is  odious  in  the  eye  of 
him  who  owns,  and  drives,  and  works  the  slave.  So  long 
as  protection  exists,  under  any  law,  the  planter  will  make 
war  on  tliat  protection,  and  never  be  satisfied  until  he  has 
destrpyed  it,  and  ruined  those  who  are  sheltered  by  its 
provisions.  It  wsl?.,  I  believe,  at  the  last  session  of  the  last 
Congress,  or  at  the  first  session  of  this,  that  a  resolution 
was  placed  on  your  table,  requiring  some  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  repeal  the  laws  making  allowances  to  the 
owners  of  vessels  employed,  and  to  the  men  employing 
them,  in  the  fisheries.  Do  you  think  that  scheme  was 
abandoned?  It  was  proposed  by  the  head  of  nullifica- 
tion in  this  House,  if  it  may  be  correct  philosophy  to 
affirm   that   such  a  thing  as  nullification    can  have  a 


head.  That  gentleman  will  never  give  up  his  project, 
unless  he  should  be  made  to  believe  that  the  repeal  of 
those  laws  would  benefit  the  free  labor  of  the  North. 

The  shipbuilding  trade  of  the  United  States  is  protected 
by  laws  which  exclude  all  foreign  built  vessels  from  your 
market.  Will  this  law  be  suffered  to  remain  unrepealed 
in  your  code  of  navij^tion?  No,  sir,  the  same  siroc  of  the 
South,  which  has  blighted  other  branches  of  Northern  la- 
bor, will  also  wither  and  destroy  this. 

The  laws  of  protection  now  secure  to  American  naviga- 
tion the  trade  among  the  several  States;  and  all  foreign 
vessels  are  excluded  from  your  canals;  rivers,  bays,  and 
from  coasting  your  shores  from  port  to  port.  What  shall 
preserve  these  laws  from  the  fate  prepared  for  other  parts 
of  your  system  of  protection  ?  The  same  spirit  which 
has  arrayed  South  Carolina  against  the  Union,  and  which 
now  calls  on  us  to  pass  this  bill,  and  with  a  cowardlv  soul 
surrender  the  ^reat  interests  of  the  nation,  to  satisfy  that 
rebellious  spirit;  that  spirit  will,  in  a  few  years,  demand 
the  repeal  of  those  laws  which  protect  our  coasting  and 
internal  navigation.  Vessels  of  every  navigating  nation 
will  be  invited  to  scour -your  shores,  from  port  to  port; 
and  to  swarm  up  your  bays  and  rivers,  from  the  ocean  to 
the  very  heart  of  your  country.  You  will  see,  on  your 
wharves,  and  far  u]}  in  tlie  interior,  not  the  honest,  brave, 
and  frank-hearted  American  seaman;  but  sailors  of  every 
region,  of  every  garb,  every  tongue,  and  every  vice,  in 
the  whole  catalogue  of  human  profligacy. 

Why  should  not  this  chivalrous  spirit  of  free  trade, 
which  invites  the  world  to  work  against  our  labors  on  the 
land;  why  should  it  not  challenge  that  world  to  come  into 
free  competition  with  our  vessels,  and  our  mariners  on  the 
waters?  England,  we  are  daily  told,  can  work  cheaper 
than  America;  and  why  should  not  our  commerce  among 
the  several  States  have  the  benefit  of  their  competition, 
and  be  moved  from  place  to  place  by  those  who  can  afford 
to  carry  it  at  the  smallest  cost?  Doubt  not,  nay,  sir,  you 
cannot  doubt,  that  these  all  potent  masters  of  slaves  will, 
when  they  have  beaten  down  one  barrier  of  protection, 
never  cease  the  strife  until  all  are  demolished . 

Your  foreign  navigation  and  commerce  are  among  the 
great  protected  interests  of  the  nation.  Will  that  protec- 
tion, do  you  believe,  be  preserved,  when  all  others  are 
abandoned?  The  laws  which  give  the  American  charac- 
ter to  our  ships  and  their  cargoes,  and  secure  a  prefer- 
ence in  carrying  the  merchandise  of  the  world  to  those 
ships,  will  follow,  in  the  progress  of  repeal,  those  laws 
which  now  protect  your  manufactures;  and  that  voice  at 
which  the  negro  slavery  of  the  South  trembles  through- 
out a  thousand  plantations,  will,  when  at  the  call  you  have 
torn  the  spindle  from  its  place,  and  thrown  the  loom  out 
of  gear,  command  you,  and  you  will  obey,  and  haul  down 
the  sail. 

Sir,  what  is  your  navigation  or  your  foreign  commerce 
to  the  seven  anti-protection  States  of  Virginia,  North  Ca- 
rolina, Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia,  and 
South  Carolina?  They  have  turned  all  their  navigation 
to  the  more  profitable  trade  of  growing  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco.  They  do  not  export  or  import  in  their  own  ves- 
sels; nor  send  abroad  to  foreign  countries,  or  bring  back 
from  those  countries,  in  any  fiscal  year,  more  in  amount 
than  $2,500,000.  The  great  staples  of  their  agriculture 
are  sold  to  American  merchants,  and  help  to  ms5:e  up  the 
mass  of  our  foreign  commerce  which  is  sent  out  and 
brought  home  in  American  ships.  Do  you  believe  they 
prefer  these  American  merchants  and  these  navigators? 
No,  sir;  it  is  the  law,  the  system  of  American  protection, 
which  brings  this  Southern  production  on  board  Ameri- 
can ships,  and  makes  it  a  part  of  American  commerce. 
These  planters  will  not  longer  endure  that  their  cotton 
shall  be  spun  by  American  spindles,  or  woven  in  Ameri- 
can looms;  and  do  you  believe  that  when  they  have  re- 
lieved themselves  from  these  evils,  they  will  not  seek  and 
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obtain  relief  from  the  evils  of  8ellin||^  their  cotton  to 
American  merchants,  or  having  it  camcdi  to  market  in 
American  ships?  No,  sir,  the  destroying  demon  of  free 
trade  will  visit  your  ships  when  he  shall  have  demolished 
your  factories.  If  the  English  can  spin  and  weave  your 
cotton  so  much  cheaper  than  the  Americans,  are  they  not 
able  also  to  carry  that  cotton  to  market  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate? 

Sir,  the  great  protected  and  protecting  part  of  ^our 
system  is  the  navy.  Will  that  escape  the  blow  aimed 
at  the  whole  system?  It  has  cost  you  not  less  tlian 
$108,000,000,  and  it  now  costs  three  or  four  millions  an- 
nually. It  protects  your  navigation  and  commerce,  pass> 
ing  and  returning  from  the  ports  of  our  own  to  the  most 
distant  harbors  of  everv  other  country.  What  then?  Do 
the  owners  of  slaves,  tne  planters  of  cotton,  rice,  and  to-, 
bacco,  intend  much  longer  to  need  this  protection  ?  When, 
by  the  course  of  free  tntde,  their  production  shall  become 
a  part  of  English  commerce;  when  the  transportation  of 
that  commerce  shall  give  employment  to  English  naviga- 
tion; what  use,.I  pray  you,  will  the  plantation  States  have 
for  that  protection  which  is  now  given  by  the  American 
navy?  The  stars  and  stripes  may.  be  hoisted  over  the 
beef  and  bread  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  or  over  the 
boards  and  shingles  of  New  England,  should  any  of  these 
be  wanted  by  foreign  nations;  but  over  the  cotton,  rice, 
'and  tobacco,,  of  the  independent  South,  when  sent  to  Li- 
verpool or  London,  you  shall  see  **  St.  George's  banner, 
broad  and  gay."  Why  should  the  United  States  be  at  the 
immense  cost  of  sustaining  a  navy,  and  spreading  a  flsgof 
their  own,  on  the  ocean,  merely  to  protect  their  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  while  moving  on  that  highway  of  na- 
tions, when  British  ships  and  the  British  flag  can  and  will 
give  this  protection,  either  for  nothing  at  all,  or  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  it  can  be  done  by  the  American  navy? 
Sir,  the  hand  which  wiehls  the  lash  of  Southern  slavery 
will  first  scourge  free  white  laborers  from  your  factories 
and  workshops;  then  destroy  your  fisheries;  aAer  that, 
waste  and  scatter  your  navigation;  and  finally  pull  down 
the  American  flag,  and  give  up  every  ship  in  the  navy. 

Internal  improvement  was  a  part  of  your  system  for  the 
encouragement  and  protection  of  commerce  among  the 
several  States.  Had  that  been  carried  out  and  perfected, 
what  a  relief  to  the  cost  of  that  commerce,  by  perfecting 
the  great  medium  of  transportation  throughout  the  coun- 
try!  What  a  cord  of  union  would  have  been  wrought  by 
the  extent  and  frequency  of  mutual  intercourse  among  all 
the  people  of  all  the  several  States!  That  part  of  the  sys- 
tem has  been  lopped  ofl*  by  the  slaveholding  influence  of 
the  anti-protection  States;  and  perhaps  we  shall  never  see 
the  common  treasury  of  the  nation  again  open  to  encou- 
rage our  domestic  commerce  by  giving  aid  to  that  spirit  of 
enterprise  which  would  improve  the  condition  of  our  com- 
mon country,  by  loads,  rivers,  canals,  and  railways. 

To  extend  the  benefits  of  our  great  system  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  was  the  purpose  of  those  intercourse  laws  of  pro- 
tection, which,  oy  encouraging  among  them  agriculture, 
mechanic  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  carried  to 
these  people  science,  letters,  Christianity,  and  civilization. 
What  has  demolished  this  glorious  part  of  your  system, 
and  pushed  these  tribes  beyond  the  g^eat  river,  and 
beyond  the  limits  of  civilization,  so  that  they  may  again 
be  lured  back  to  barbarism  by  the  herds  of  buffalo,  and 
the  joys  of  the  hunter's  life,  prepared  for  them  on  the 
prairies  of  the  West?  To  the  intent,  no  doubt,  that  they 
may  once  more  be  provoked  to  war  by  the  savage  tribes 
of  that  region,  so  that  mutual  strife  and  mutual  slauehter 
may  finallv  consume  these  remnants  of  those  *'  once  mighty 
nations  of  this  continent."  ■  What  has  eflected  all  this, 
this  destroying  of  the  old,  and  introducing  this  new  and 
inglorious  scheme  of  policy,  so  traitorous  to  the  plighted 
faith  with  those  nations,  and  so  ruinous  to  their  rights  and 
their  civilization  ?    Sir,  our  treaties  solemnly  made,  our 


laws  deliberately  and  with  universal  consent  enacted, 
our  whole  system  of  Indian  protection,  fell  into  conflict 
with  the  reserved  rights,  the  transcendental  sovereignty 
of  a  slave-owning  State,  the  republic  of  Georg^i  and  that 
republic,  by  the  exercise  of  that  sovereignty,  repealed 
your  laws,  abrogated  your  treaties,  and  demolished 
your  whole  system  of  Indian  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection. 

Yes,  sir,  Georgia  applied  to  that  part  of  your  dystero  what 
South  Carolina  is  now  aiming  at  all  other  parts  of  it— nul- 
lification. Tou  beheld  the  Indian  rights  perish,  and  dared 
not  lift  up  your  hand,  or  so  much  as  whisper,  at  the  lowest 
note  of  your  voice,  against  the  horrid  outrage;  and  the 
Almighty,  to  punish  you  for  your  violated  faith,  seems 
to  have  delivered  all  your  own  great  rights  and  interests 
into  the  hands  of  another  spoiler,  and  to  have  taken  from 
yoi^  the  counsel  and  the  courage  now  so  needful  for  your 
own  defence. 

What  a  madness  must  have  taken  possession  of  men's 
minds,  when,  to  ruin  the  interests  of  others,  they,  without 
consideration,  peril  their  own!  South  Carolina,  at  war 
with  protection,  carries  her  hostility  against  it  into  every 
branch  of  modern  industry;  and,  because  agriculture  b 
one  of  those  interests,  and  Northern  as  well  as  Southern 
agriculture  is  protected,  she  would  destroy  the  protection 
of  her  own,  rather  than  leave  it  undestroyed  in  regard  to 
the  agriculture  of  the  North. 

By  the  repeal  of  all  laws  granting  protection  to  manu- 
factures in  the  North,  the  whole  market  for  the  agricul- 
tural products  of  the  farming  SUtes  will  be  destroyed. 
This  will  leave  on  the  hands  of' farmers  in  the  North,  the 
South,  and  the  West,  their  wheat,  their  com,  their  floor, 
provisions.  Still  more  will  be  lost  to  the  farming  commu- 
nity. Millions  of  money  have  been  expended  to  improve 
our  tiative  race  of  sheep,  by  importing  into  the  country 
the  best  Saxon  and  Spanish  merino  flocks.  If  protection 
be  withdrawn  from  your  woollen  manufactories,  their  ruin 
is  unavoidable,  and  the  American  market  for  wool  must 
be  thereby  destroyed.  These  beautiful  flocks  are  doom- 
ed to  the  slaughter;  the  blood  of  thousands  of  hecatombs 
of  them  must  be  poured  out  to  satisfy  that  black-hearted 
avarice  of  the  South  which  vainly  dreams  that,  by  de- 
stroying the  flocks,  the  fields,  the  workshops,  the  labor 
of  the  free,  more  work  can  be  scourged  out  of  the  slaves 
of  their  own  region,  or  that  the  product  of  that  work  may 
be  sold  for  more  money. 

To  secure  the  repeal  of  every  law  giving  protection, 
they,  in  their  madness,  would  abolish  that  which  has  en- 
couraged and  now  protects  their  own  favorite  production 
of  cotton.     Who  does  not  remember,  in  1789,  when  three 
cents  a  pound  was  placed  as  a  duty  on  imported  cotton, 
at  the  request  of  South  Carolina,  to  encourage  her  to  buy 
cotton  seed,  and  begin  the  culture?    Two  years  after, 
they  exported  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  of  cotton.     In  1816, 
this  same  South  Carolina  called  for  more  encouragement 
of  her  favorite  staple;  and  although  she  expoKed  to  Eng- 
land, that  year,  eighty-one  million  seven  hundred  and 
forty.seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds, 
and  the  rate  of  duty  then  excluded  all  foreign  cotton  from 
our  market,  yet  she,  for  her  own  benefit,  obtained  a  law 
excluding  from  the  American  market  East  India  cotton, 
importea  in  the  form  of  cloth.    Thus  encouraged  and 
protected,  the  South  did,  in  1830,  export  to  England  two 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  millions  of  pounds,  and  sell  to 
domestic  manufacturers  nearly  eighty  millions  of  pounds 
more  of  cotton. 

What  next?  Why,  sir,  since  South  Carolina  has  de- 
clared herself  independent,  and  Georgia  has  conquered 
the  Cherokees,  these  two  States,  in  the  full  blossom  of 
their  chivalry,  have  not  only  declared  Charleston  a  free 
port^  but  have  announced,  by  this  bill,  that  their  cotton 
shall  hereafter  be  a  free  commodity  until  it  reaches  Eng- 
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land,  when  they  agree  it  may  pay  a  tax  for  the  benefit  of 
the  British  treasury. 

Sir,  unless  we  save  these  wild,   scheming  politicians 
from  themselves,  they  will  ruin  their  own  interest  by  their 
own  mad  policy.  Can  cotton  be  made  free  without  injury 
to  the  production  in  the  American  market? 
£neland  now  gets  from  the  West  In* 

dies  about    -  :  .         -  .    5,000,000  lbs. 

From  the  Eait  Indies  -  -  17,000,000 

From  Egypt,  -  -  -       .    -    6,000,000 

From  Brazil,  -  -  .  -  34,000,000 


Total, 


-  62,000,000 


This  amounts  to  almost  as  much  as  the  United  States 
exported  in  1816.    What  shall  hinder  these  regions  from 
increasing  their  production  as  rapidly  as  the  like  produc- 
tion has  been  increased  in  the  Southern  States? 
'    Cotton  can  be  grown  on  a  broad  belt  of  region  on  both 
sides  of  the  equator,  up  to  perhaps  thirty-eight  degrees 
of  latitudef  but  it  is  a  mere  annual  plant  without  the  tro* 
pics,  and  requires,  in  such  parts  of  the  globe,  yearly 
planting.     In  Brazil,  and  the  East  Indies,  it  is  a  tree,  and 
requires  but  little  culture.    The  English  have,  within  a 
few  years,  transmitted  the  best  seeds  to  Hindostan;  and 
the  natives  of  that  country,  any  one  of  whom  can  subsist 
a  day  on  little  more  than  a  handful  of  rice,  can  work 
cheaper,  and  furnish  this  product,  a  perennial  in  their 
country,  at  a  less  cost  than  any  other  people.     Brazil  pro- 
duces a  species  of  cotton  of  a  long,  coarse  staple,  and  as 
fit  for  cordage  and  sail  cloth  as  hemp  itself.     If  the  im- 
po:»t  be  repealed^  that  cotton  will  be  largely  imported, 
and  a  new  fabric  to  dress  all  our  ships  and  vessels  will  be 
speedily  wrought  from  it  by  our  manufacturers.      The 
jurisdiction  of  Egypt  is  now  extended  along  the  Levant 
through  all  Syria,  and  A li  Pacha,  now  the  Sultan  of  that 
fruitful  country,  already  knows  the  value,  and  will  in- 
crease the  amount  of  the  cotton  production  in  his  own  do- 
minions.    England  has  lately  explored  the  course  of  the 
Niger  to  the  ocean,  and  thus  opened  to  her  own  com- 
merce the  rich  and  populous  interior  of  Africa.     Here  is 
a  country  abounding  in  all  tropical  products,  and  espe- 
cially in  cotton. 

A  country  west  of  our  own  is  now  in  a  course  of  settle- 
ment from  all  the  free  States.  Texas  19  a  part  of  Mexico, 
and,  therefore,  slavery  will  not  bo  tolerated  in  that  terri- 
tory. Jt  is,  perhaps,  the  most  fertile  region  on  the  earth, 
and  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cultui'e  of  cotton.  In 
that  reg^ion,,  one  New  England  farmer  (and  many  have 
migrated  tliither)  will  grow  twelve  bales  of  cotton  in  a 
summer.  In  fifleen  years,  the  cotton  production  of  the 
world  will,  as  it  his  in  the  last  flAeen,  be  increased  more 
than  threefold.  What  will  be  the  price?  At  what  can  a 
Yankee  of  Texas,  who  raises  with  his  own  hand  four  thou- 
sand two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  sell  his  cotton  by  the 
pound?  At  five  cents,  his  crop  will  give  him  two  hundred 
and  ten  dollars;  at  four,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars; 
and  at  three,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars.  Sir,  he 
wiJMive  and  grow  rich  if  he  can  sell  his  product  at  three 
cents  a  pound. 

Let  South  Carolina  Iiave  her  will,  and  reduce  all  impost 
to  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  the  destruction  of  the  su- 
gar production  of  Louisiana,  effected  by  this,  will  send 
into  the  cotton  fields  of  that  State  seventy-five  thousand 
laborers,  and  their  annual  production  will  not  be  less  than 
six  bales  each  on  the  rich  lands  of  that  State.  This  will 
annually  throw  into  the  market  of  the  world  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  millions  of  pounds  of  cotton. 

The  growers  of  cotton  would  do  well  to  remember  that 

-their  product  has  a  rival,  gradually  gaining  strength,  and 

which  must  finally  exclude  a  great  proportion  of  the 

amount  of  cotton  now  used  from  the  consumption  of  the 

world.     It  is  not  fiax,  nor  hemp,  nor  wool,  but  It  is  the 
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beautiful  and  durable  filaments,  drawn  out  and  almost  ma- 
nufactured by  the  diligent  little  insect  which^seems  to  Ihre 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  feed  and  to  work.  Silk  is 
increasing  in  every  part  of  the  cowitry.  Wherever  the 
white  mulberry,  a  most  vigorous  and  hardy  tree,  can 
grow,  there  the  silkworm  may  be  fed,  ftnd  made  to  work, 
and  rendered  productive.  Men,  women,  and  children, 
the  old  and  the  young,  the  feeble  and  the  athletic,  the 
rich  and  the  poor— all  may  rear,  and  all  «re  beginning  to 
rear,  either  for  profit  or  amusement,  this  beautiful  produc- 
tion. In  a  few  years,  the  raw  material  wiQ  be  abundant 
in  our  country;  and  be  assured  that  skill  in  the  manufacture 
will  keep  pace  with  the  raw  production,  and  the  fabric 
will,  in  time,  be  not  more  costly,  if  we  regard  its  beauty  or 
durability,  than  well-wrought  cotton  cloths.  Sir,  you  well 
remember  what  we  have  all  read,  that  silk  cloUi  was,  in 
the  time  of  Augustus,  equal  in  value,  pound  for  pound, 
with  the  finest  gold.  The  time,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
come,  when,  in  our  country,  the  ploughman  will,  as  a 
matter  of  prudent  economy,  use  silk  cloth  for  his  frock 
and  trowsers. 

Sii^  the  cotton  of  the  South,  if  lefl  unprotected,  and 
exposed  to  so  much  other  cotton  competition,  and  when 
finally  run  against,  in  the  market,  by  all  the  growers  of 
silk,  in  every  latitude  and  longitude  of  our  wnole  coun- 
try, must  fall  in  price  to  less  than  the  present  amount  of 
duty  on  the  importation  of  it.  No  statesman,  who  re- 
gards the  preservation  of  all  the  great  interest!  of  his 
country,  would,  at  this  time,  remove  the  protection  from 
cotton.  Mountebanks  in  political  economy,  knirhts  errant 
in  free  trade,  and  market  politicians,  may  call  for  this  re- 
peal; and  these  men,  who  would  suffer  a  little  themselves, 
that  they  might  be  enabled  to  ruin  others,  may  repeal 
protection  on  cotton,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  it  on  wool, 
woollens,  and  on  the  manufacture  or  cotton  and  woollen 
cloths.  The  one  would  destroy  the  capital  and  free  labor 
of  the  North;  the  other  might  injure,  but  could  not  ruin 
the  wealthy  owners  and  workers  of  Southern  slaves. 
Shylock  might  lose  his  three  thousand  ducats,  and  st'dl  be 
rich  as  a  Jew;  but  Antonio,  when  that  Jew's  knife  had  , 
severed  from  his  breast,  and  nearest  to  his  heart,  <«  the  ' 
pound  of  fiesh,"  would  hardly  have  blood  enough  left  to 
preserve  his  life. 

Is  the  defence  of  our  country,  a  part  of  our  great  sys- 
tem of  protection,  devised  for  security  of  the  labor  and 
capital  of  all  the  peopled  Then  does  this  bill,  anti-pro- 
tection in  its  very  pnnciple,  remove  that  defence.  Destroy 
those  interests,  which  have  called  the  people  together 
in  cities,  towns,  villages,  hamlets,  near  your  wgterfaHs, 
bays,  and  harbors,  and  covered  the  agricultural  districts, 
around  them,  with  a  dense  population;  and  these  people, 
like  the  oppressed  Hebrews,  while  gathering  straw,  will 
be*  in  pursuit  of  labor  and  bread,  scattered  abroad, 
throughout  all  the  land.  Where  will  be  your  militia,  once 
in  the  neighborhood  of  your  fortifications,  and  rea^y  to 
man  them  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy?  Gone,  sir, 
dispersed;  and,  perhaps,  on  your  other  frontier,  conflict- 
ing with  the  savages  of  the  Western  prairies.  If  your 
forts  are  defended,  it  must  be  by  a  standing  armv.  At  ail 
events,  the  troops  of  your  present  military  estiblishiiient 
must  be  recalled  from  those  stations,  in  the  South,  where 
they  have  been  located,  to  protect  the  master  and  his 
family  from  the  insurrectionary  spirit  of  his  slaves. 

To  this  protection,  though  hardly  to  be  found  in  the 
constitution,  the  free  people  of  the  North  have  never  ob- 
jectenl*  They  have  felt  a  deep  and  axpLious  interest  in 
your  safety.  I  know  your  Southern  chivalry  scoffs  at  idl 
this,  and  holds  our  sympathy  in  utter  deriaidn.  Be  as- 
sured that  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  contempt  you  feel, 
and  the  scorn  you  express,  when  any'New  England  man  - 
happens  to  speak  of  you,  on  this  floor,  in  terms  of  frater- 
nity. For  myself,  I  chum  brotherhood  with  no  man;  un- 
less, by  blood  or  affinity,-!  stand  in  that  rektion  with  him. 
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Be  'assttred  that  I  shall  never  affront  any  of  your  lofty  tbis^^ountry,  does  in  fact  depend  on  the  protecting^  power 
feelings*  by  any  expression  of  any  relationship  with  any  and  arms  of  that  free  labor.  Take  from  them  the  shelter  of 


of  you,  other  than  that  of  citizenship  «nd  humanity.  We 
a0e  Amencans,  and  ve  are  men.  -  There  is  no  ahenage 
between  us.  The  freemen  of  the  North,  and  I  as  one  of 
tliem,  claim  it  as  a  right,  to  desire  the  safety  of  all  men. 
We  will  travel  far,  and  labor  hard,  to  achieve  that  safety 
for  all  Uie  American  people.  If  the  safety  of  Southern 
planters  cannot  be  secured  without  aid  from  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  that  aid  will  not  by  us  be  refused  for 
their  protection. 

It  must,  nevertheless,  not  be  forgotten  b^  them,  that  if 
we  are  .at  last  to  protect  them,  and  theu*  families,  by 
armed  force,  they  must  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  the  protection  of  the  laws  from  us  and  our  la- 
bors. Under  these  conditions,  the  arm  of  our  strength 
wHl  alw&ys  be  near  to  you,  and  lifted  up  for  your  de- 
fence. Do  not  expect  more  from  the  working  men  of 
the  North  than  can  be  performed  by  man.  Dare  you 
repeal  the  laws  enacted  for  your  protection?  Will  you 
break  up  the  instruments  of  your  labor  and  livelihood? 
ShflJl  our  free  working  men,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
'  dren,  be  turned,  by  you,  into  the  world  naked,  and  with- 
out shelter  or  food/  Do  you  expect  their  sympathy  will 
be  ajive  to  the  cry  of  your  distress,  when  their  children 
cry  to  them  for  that  bread  which  you  have  plucked  from 
their  mouths?  When  your  wives  and  daughters  fly  from 
that  servile  brutality  which  has  cloven  down  their  hus- 
bands and  brothers  in  their  defence,  can  the  shrieks  of 
4heir  agony  reach  the  ear  of  those  whom  you  have  left 
out  to  the  winter  storms,  in  houseless  nakedness  and  fa- 
jtaine?  The  men  whom  you  have  maddened  with  the 
bitterness  of  that  misery  which  you  have  heaped  upon 
them,  who,  but  for  that,  would  die  for  your  Mfety,  will 
Jau^  when  ruin  visits  your  abodes^  and  shout,  and  clap 
their  hands,  when  the  whirlwind  of  retribution  sweeps 
through  your  land. 

..  Sir,  can  it  be  expected  that  the  free  people  of  the 
fii(»th  will  -be  annually  taxed,  to  purchase  a  protection 
^r  you,'  when  you  ncill  not  permit  a  law,  which  costs  you 
nolhtng,  to  remain  unrepealed  in  your  statute  book;  be- 
cause (bat  law  gives  protection  to  the  labor  and  the  in- 
strtnnents  of  industry,  by  which,  they  feed  and  clothe 
themselves  and  families?  How  do  you  hope  to  be  secur- 
ed 19  the  possession  of  that  labor,  which  gives  you  wealth, 
and  enjoyment,  and  political  power?  How  but  by  the 
provisions  of  thi^t  constitution,  which  makes  us  a  nation, 
and  protects  your  interest,  by  the  whole  power  of  our 
national  arms?  In  no  other  christian  nation  are  such  rights 
as  you  enjoy  in  this  country,  made  a  part  of  the  national 
poUty,  and  secured  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 
The  spirit  of  emancipation  is  abroad  In  the  earth.  What 
Is  DOW  doing  in  £ngland,  the  most  free  and  powerful  na- 
tion on  earth?  Ay,  sir,  in  England,  to  which,  as  it  is  said, 
some  States  in  the  8outh  ahready  look  for  aid  against  our 
iown  country?  What  question,  as  a  test  of  political  ortho- 
doxy, IB  now  put  to  a  candidate,  before  he  can  be  elected 
to  the  House  of  Commons?  Are  vou  for  universal  emanci- 
pation? What  a  test!  Who  would  have  dreamed  of  it  twenty 
ean  ago?  And  yet  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  Eitg- 
hmen  have  been  elected  to  Parliament,  under  that  so- 
'  lemn  pledge.  How  long  will  West  India  colonial  slavery 
continue  to  exist,  under  the  legislation  of  such  a  Parlia- 
ment? Let  South  Carolina,  or  any  or  all  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  the  South,  separate  from  the  other  States 
in  this  Uiuon,  and  take  ot  not  take  «h«lter  under  th#  arm 
of  any  European  nation,  and  how  loqg  do  you  believe 
that,  or  the  other  nations  of  that  continent,  would  peimit 
slavery  to  exist  among  their  republican  allies?  Sir,  it 
cannot  be  disguised,  nor  should  it  be  left  untold,  in  this 
great  question,  that  the  very  existence  of  that  labor,  in 
the  South,  for  a  more  profitable  condition  of  which  those 
States  are  now  struggling  to  destroy  all  the  free  labor  of 


the  power  and  arnjs  of  the  American  people,  whose  conv- 
mon  wel&re  they  are  striving  to  destroy;  leave  them  with 
their  slaves  to  themselves,  for  security  and  protection,  and 
how  would  their  labor  diffei*,  in  ten  years,  from  that  of  the 
West  Indies  and  Mexico? 

Remember,  sir,  man  lives  not  by  the  voluntary  be^tow- 
ments  of  man.  One  Being  only,  in  the  universe,  gives 
all,  and  always,  and  receives  nothing.  Men  lii^e  by  mu- 
tual aids.  Something  for  something  is  the  great  law 'of 
reciprocity  and  exchange,  throughout  the  world.  Those 
who  expect  to  receive,  must  be  ready  to  bestow.  Do 
the  South  expect  a  protection  of  their  labor  from  the 
North,  then  let  them  be  ready  to  bestow  what  they  can- 
not want,  and  not  receive  without  utter  ruin. 

Sir,  it  has  been  seen  that  one  branch  of  our  great  sys- 
tem of  encouragement  and  protection,  prcn-ided  by  our 
laws  and  policy  for  aiding  the  labor  of  our  country,  is  the 
national  coin  and  currency,  sustained  by  the  institution 
of  the  United  States  Bank.    It  does  almost  seem  as  if 
men  imagined  our  country  might  be  too  prosperous,  and 
that  a  wholesome  adversity  would  relieve'and  refresh,  and, 
perhaps,  preserve  the  nation.     Under  the  advisement  of 
some  such  wild  imagining,  the  coin  and  currency  have, 
by  refusing  to  recharter  that  bank,  been  gfiven  up  to  the 
power  of  the  States.     In  place  of  one,  we  shall  have 
twenty-four  regulators  of  coin  and  currency  in  our  coun- 
try. What  will  they  more  resemble  than  so  many  wooden 
clocks,  made  in  so  many  different  shops,  and  carried  to 
market  by  an  equal  number  of  tin  pedlars?    Each  State 
will  have  its  own  system  of  making  currency.     How  will 
it,  as  it  is  now,  be  kept  at  one  great  national  level?  There 
must  be  at  least  twenty-four  different  levels,  in  all  the 
different  States.     Will  there  not  be  as  many  different 
rates  of  exchange  between  State  and  State?    Money  may 
be,  and  will  be,  at  different  rates  of  abundance  or  scarcity 
in  one  State,  from  what  it  may  be  in  another.    The  great 
tnovements  of  the  travel  and  commerce  of  our  country 
must  pass  from  one  of  these  levels  to  another;  and  it  will 
pass  very  much  as  boats  are  locked  up  and  down  through 
a  canal,  in  some  very  uneven  country.     Every  lock  will 
be  encumbered,  not  only  with  much  delay,  but  also  with 
a  heavy  toll  of  exchange.  _ 

Already  enormous  State  institutions  are  forming.  Yob  4 
will  soon  see  these  leviathans  of  &ctious  wealth  roHing, 
and  wallowing,  and  spouting  in  oceans  of  paper;  and  that, 
too,  quite  as  valuable,  gallon  for  gallon,  as  the  deep  sea 
water  blown  out  through  the  spiracles  of  their  kindred 
monsters,  when  they  come  up  to  visit  the  sunshine  on  the 
surface  of  their  owit  element. 

How  will  this  various  currency  affect  your  revenue? 
Will  those  who  pliy  that  revenue  pay,  hi  the  same  num- 
ber of  dollars,  an  equal  exchangeable  value^  Kot  so. 
The  currency  may  differ  in  value  from  mx  to  ten  per 
cent,  between  Boston  and  New  Orleans;  and  men  who  pay, 
each  of  them,  bonds,  at  these  two  places,  of  equal  amount, 
and  on  the  same  day,  may,  in  paying  ten  thousand  dollars, 
pay  sums  differing,  in  value,  from  600  to  1 1,000.  WiH 
it  not  be  precisely  so  with  those  to  whom  this  revenue  is 
disbursed}  Your  public  servants,  men,  all  equally  ■  dili- 
gent and  faithful  in  tlie  service,  shall,  at  different  places, 
receive  very  different  rates  of  compensation.  These  eviW 
cannot  and  will  not  be  endured;  and  the  Government 
medium,  Uie  currency  for  paying  the  revenue,  Tmist  be 
gold  and  silver  coined  into  money.  Will  this  remedy  the 
evil?  No.  For  gold  and  silver  must  rise  and  fall  in  vakie 
according  to  their  abuivilanee  or  scarcity;  and  so, long  as 
bank  paper  biUs  are  convertible  into  dollars  at  t|ie  plea- 
sure of  their  holders,  so  long  will  the  abundance  or  scar- 
city of  these  bills  affect  the  value  of  them,  and  of  coined 
money,  which  is  their  basis.  The  evil  has  no  remedy  in 
the  nature  of  things,  except  by  the  restoration  of  that 


1S97 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1308 


Jaf.  26,  1833.] 


The  ThriffBiU. 


tB.  ov  R« 


bank  which  this  new  policy  is  about  to  destroy,  or  by  the 
establishment  of  another  national  institution  on  the  same 
principles. 

One  other  part  of  our  j^^at  national  system,  as  it-  re- 
lates to  the  public  lands,  is  to  be  destroyed  by  that  new 
policy,  of  which  this  bill  forms  so  considerable  a  part. 
These  lands  are  to  be  sold  under  a  graduated  price;  or, 
if  not  so  wasted,  and  lost  to  the  nation,  they  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed and  conveyed  tp  the  several  States  where  they 
are  located.  By  the  first  project,  the  total  quantity  of 
perhaps  200,000,000  acres  of  land  is  to  be  frraduated 
at  a  price,  first  125,  second  100,  third  7S,  fourth  50,  and 
fif\h  35  cents  An  acre.  All  which  shall  not  be  sold  the 
first  year  at  1^5  cents,  will  be  offered  the  second  at  100; 
if  not  then  sold,  at  75,  and  so  on  till  the  fifth  year,  when 
all  are  to  be  struck  off  at  25  cents  an  acre.  Does  it  re- 
quire a  prophet,  or  the  son  of  a  prophet,  to  inform  us  that 
we  shall  sell  no  lands  dunngthe  first  four  years;  and  that, 
for  the  whole,  we  can  never  obtain  more  per  acre  than 
twenty-five  cents?  Thus,  a  fund  now  worth,  at  least, 
{^225,000,000,  wiU  be  sacrificed  for  $25,000,000. 

The  other  proposition  is  still  more  unjust  and  ruinous. 
It  disposes  of  all  these  lands  to  the  States  where  they  He; 
and.  that  for  no  consideration  at  all  to  be  paid  to  the  na- 
tion. This  part  of  the  policy,  although  but  two  months 
old,  is  already  in  its  dotage.  It  proposes  to  give  the  whole 
estate  to  the  youngest  children,  who  helped  to  earn  no- 
thing of  it.  Shall  our  half;  nay,  shall  all  our  goods  be 
thus  given,  to  be  wasted  in  the  meretricious  prodigality 
of  speculation?  Sir,  first  or  last,  under  either  of  these 
provisions  of  the  new  policy,  all  these  land^  will  fall  into 
the  hands  of  sharpers  in  this  trade;  the  speculators  of 
this  or  other  countries  will  obtain  the  control  of  this 
immense  terntory;  and  your  great  land  market,  now  go- 
verned by  wisdom  and  liberality,  in  favor  of  the  genume 
settlers  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  will  fall  u)tb  the 
bands  of  a  gigantic  land  company;  and  its  movements  will 
be  governed  by  all  the  tyrannical  principles  of  an  over- 
whelming monopoly. 

Sir,  lerus  ag«in  return  more  immediately  to  that  part 
of  the  new  policy  which  is  comprehended  in  the  provi- 
sions of  this  measure.  This  bill  has  been  called,  and  very 
justly  called,  the  submission  bill.  It  is,  indeed,  more; 
for  we  must  give  up  all  our  g^eat  system  of  protection  for 
free  labor  in  our  own  oountry  to  the  slave  policy — the 
mere  cotton-growing  policy;  and  then  adopt  that  policy 
in  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  \yhat  is  this  po- 
hcy  ?  Your  pore  cotton  planter  makes  all  for  market. 
He  sells  all  wluch  he  makes,  and  buys  all  which  he  con- 
sumes. Pass  this  bill,4ind,  so  far  as  it  abandons  protec- 
tion, you  adopt  this  cotton-growing  policy.  You  abandon 
manufacturing  labor,  return  to  the  mere  culture  of  the 
soil;  and  you  expect  to  seU  the  production  of  your  agri- 
cultural labor  to  foreign  nations,  and  to  purchase  from 
them  your  manufactured  fabrics. 

Sir,  excessive  importation  has  been  the  curse  of  our 
country.  Not  to  mention  many  intervening  years,  let 
every  man  call  to  mind  the  ruin  which  covered  our  coun- 
try, from  these  excessive  importations,  afler  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and,  in  like  manner,  afler  the  last  war;  and 
then  you  may  conjecture,  with  sufficient  certainty,  ^viiat 
will  come  upon  u#5  by  the  same  cause,  from  the  adoption 
of  the  policy  of  this  bill, 

Jf  you  cease  to  manufacture  your  own  fabrics,  and  im- 
port them  from  foreign  countries,  you  must  pay  for  them; 
and  in  what  products  can  this  payment  be  made :  in  wheat, 
in  corn,  in  flour?  England  and  France  buy  no  foreign 
breadatuffs  unless  famine  press  hard  upon  them,  and  com- 
pel the  purchase.  In  that  event,  the  fertile  lands  and 
abundant  harvests  of  all  £ui;ope  are  nearer  to  their  mar- 
kct,  and  will  fill  and  crowd  that  market  with  abundance 
before  we  can  arrive  in  their  ports.  Will  you  pay  in  fisb,. 
in  oil,  in  bone,  or  provisions,  or  sugar?    These  are  all 


prohibited  in  Europe,  or  excluded  by  prokibitory  duties. 
Will  you  pay  In  cotton,  rice»  and  tobaeco?  Why  do  you- 
not  pay  the  balance  now  against  ns  in  these  products? 
Simply  because  those  nations  want  ao  more  of  them;  and^ 
thercKire,  if  you  send  out  double,  nay,  tei»  ^mes  thift 
amount  in  quantity,  that  augmented  quantity  will  brinir 
no  greater  amount  of  money.  Yow  national  debt  will 
have  been  paid  and  cancelled,  and  you  wiU  have  no  stocks 
of  that  kind  wherewith  to  pay.  Your  United  SUtfts  Bank 
stocks  are  going  oat  of  existence.  -  You  must,  like  all 
other  honest  men,  pay  your  debts  for  your  foreign  im- 
portations in  coin,  and  that  money  which  is  in  ytMir  State 
banks,  and  is  the  great  basis  of  your  currency^  Ev^ry 
silver  dollar  drawn  from  these  vauHs  must  withdraw  fbur 
dollars  from  your  'currency  in  circulation,  every  million 
must  withdraw  four  millions,  and  every  ten  milliont  must 
take  out  of  circulation  forty  millions  of  yoor  currency. 
Such  a  reduction  of  the  quantity  must  bring  on  a  scaceity 
of  money,  and  thus  diminish  the  money  price  of  all  our 
products.  What,  effect  will  this  have  on  your  outstand- 
mg  debts,  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  imported  ipanu- 
factures?  You  pay,  in  a  currency  worth  from  five  to  forty 
per  cent,  more,  dollar  for  dollar,  than  it  was  when  you 
made  your  purchase.  Let  those  who  shall-  aid  io  bring- 
ing such  a  state  of  things  on  our  country  not  be  unmina- 
ful  that  the  betrayers  and  miners  of  nations  never  etepe 
the  wrath  of  man,  nor  the  righteous  displeasure  of  God. 

Sir,  this  bill  is  brought  before  us  as  a  mere  revenue 
measure.  Its  enactment  is  required  of  us,  not  for  any 
benefit  to  the  p^ple,  but  simply  «*  to  supply  the  wants 
of  Government."  The  Ways  and  Meant  Committed  tell 
us  that  they  can  dispense  with  the  tariff  of  1828  and  of 
1 832,  and  give  up  all  protective  legislation .  Just  give  ui^ 
say  they,  fiAeen  millions  of  dollars  only:  that  is  all. 

In  God's  name,  I  ftay  piously,  and^  not  profandy,  no 
matter  how  little,  if  nothing  is  to  be  done  by  it  for  the 
people.  Will  not  the  people  soon  learn  that  Government 
IS  doing  nothing  for  them?  Will  they  not  discover  that 
their  own  magistrates,  under  their  own  laws,  in  their  own 
State,  can  and  do  secure  them  in  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 
perty? And  will  they  not,  when  this  dbvemment  ceases 
to  visit  them  with  its  benefits  in  the  entottragement  and 
protection  of  their  labor,  will  they  not  leani  that  it  is  a 
Government  of  burdens,  and  not  to  be  suppdt*ted  at  the 
cost  of  continual  taxation— and  that  merely  to  keep  oa 
foot  the  pride  of  national  establishment,  and  the  parade 
of  congressional  legislation,  the  power  of  judicial  deci- 
sion,  and  the  array  of  Executive  departments?  Sir,  per- 
mit me  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  here  five  years  ago: 
"  Whenever  this  Government  comes  to  live  by  me^e  taxa- 
tion on  the  people,  it  will  speedily  expire,  or  cease  to 
have  any  efficient  existence.  You  may,  for  a  while,  or  at 
times  by  extraordinary  appliances,  give  to  ft  seeming  vi- 
tality, but  it  will  not  be  wholesome  and  efficient  anima- 
tion, but  merely  a  succession  of  convulsions  and'^rimaces, 
such  as  a  galvanic  battery  may  give  to  the  naked  carcass 
of  an  executed  felon." 

A^bill  to  supply  the  wants  of  Government!  What  are 
they?  Fifteen  millions  will  cover  them.^  Let  us,  for  a 
moment,  examine  this  measure.  Will  it  supply  those 
wants?  I  think  it  may  be  demonstrated  that  this  bill  will 
not,  if  enacted,  raise  fifteen,  or  even  twelve  and  a  half 
millions.  In  determining  this  inquiry,  we  should  first  exa- 
mine and  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of  importation, 
and  then  the  rate  of  impost,  according  to  this  bill. 

<Hl|r  consumption  of  foreign  commodities  must  be  go- 
verned in  its  amount  by  our  export  of  domestic  produc- 
tion. What  has  that  been  from  1818  up  to  this  time?  Of 
domestic  products,  we  exported,  in  round  numbers — 

InxlSlS, #73,000,000 

1819,        -        -        -        .        --      50,000,000 

1820, 51,000,000 

1821, 43,000,000 
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In  1822, 
1823, 


In  1824, 
1825, 
1826, 
1827, 
1628, 
1829, 
1830, 


Id  1831, 
1832, 


Average, 


Average, 


^      Average, 
General  average, 


49,000,000 
47,000,000 

52,166,666 

50,000,000 
66,000,000 
53,000.000 
,58,000,000 
50,000,000 
55,000,000 
59,000,000 

61,000,000 

61,000,000 
63,000,000 

6-2,000,000 

$58,333,333 


By  this  export  our  consumption  of  foreign  commodities 
must  be,  in  some  degree,  governed;  for  whatever  we  may 
import,  we  must  export  it  again,  if  we  cannot  furnish  do- 
mestic production  enough  to  pay  for  it.  What  has  been 
the  amount  of  our  importation  since  1821 P 
It  was  in  that  year,        .        .        -        62,000,000 

^  In  1822, 83,000,000 

1823, 77,000,000 

1824,        -        -  ,     -        -        -         80,000,000 

1825, 96;000,000 

1826, 84,000,000. 


Average, 


80,333,333 


lb  1827,        

1828, 

1829,        -        .        - 

1830, 

1831 103,000,000 

1832, 100,000,000 


79,000,000 
88,000,000 
74,000,000 
70,000,000 


Average, 
General  average. 


89,000,000 
$84,500,000 


Of  this  amount  of  imjSortation,  more  or  less  is  annually 
exported,  according  as  our  domestic  exports,  with  the 
profit  on  their  sale  m  foreign  countries,  and  the  amount 
of  freight,  mayvcnable  us  to  use  and  consume  foreign  pro- 
ducts. We  generally  send  abroad  one-fif\h  part  of  our 
importation;  but,  in  1831,  nearly  one^fourth  was  exported. 

What  is  the  average  rate  of  duty  by  this  bill?  On  su- 
gar, from  thirty  to  one  hundred,  in  some  cases  two  hun- 
dred per  cent;  on  hammered  bar  iron,  thirty;  rolled, 
eighty;  on  cast  ironi  ^^y;  *nd  on  hardware,  thirty  per 
cent.  Capital  will  not  be  employed  in  excessive  impor- 
tation of  these  commodities  when  others  are  free,  or 
encumbered  by  a  light  duty  only.  Cotton  is  free,  and, 
doubtless,  two  millions  will  be  employed  in  importing  that 
prodilct.  Indigo,  under  a  heavy  duty,  was  imported  last 
year  to  the  amount  of  900,000  dollars.  If  this  bill  go  into 
operation,  not  less  than  that  amount  will  be  used  in  the 
importation  of  indigo.  Cotton  yarn  is  ten  per  cent,  and 
coarse  wool  is  free.  At  least  2,000,000  dollars  will  be 
employed  in  the  importation  of  these  commodities. 

What,  under  all  these  circumstances,  will  be  the  ave- 
ra^  rate  of  duty  under  this  bill,  should  it  be  made  a  law? 
It  IS  called  a  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  imports:  it  should 
then  render  them  less  than  they  are  by  the  law  of  July, 
1832.  By  that  law,  the  rate  of  duty  on  all  importations 
is  twenty-one  per  cent, ;  by  this,  twenty  per  cent,  should 
not  be  exceeded* 


Suppose  our  importation  be  84,500,000  dollars,  one- 
sixth  part  of  all  this  is,  by  the  laws  anterior  to  last  July, 
free  of  duty.  Call  this,  though  k  is  more,  14,000,000; 
this  leaves  70;  500, 000.  By  the  law  of  last  session,  and 
by  this  bill,  3,000,000  dollars  more  are  made  free  of 
daty;  this,  deducted,  leaves  67,500,000.  One-fifth  part 
of  the  whole  importation  is  usually  exported:  this  amounts 
to  16,900,000  dollars;  but  from  this  should  be  deducted 
one-sixth  part  of  the  free  goods,  equal  to  2,300,000  dol- 
lars, leaving  13,600,000  dollars  to  be  deducted  from  the 
last  balance.  This  leaves  53,900,000  dollars.  Deduct  from 
this  sum  the  capital  likely  to  be  employed  in  the  impor- 
tation of  cotton,  indigo,  wool,  and  cottoh  yarn,  amount- 
ing to'4,900,000  dollars,  and  the  amount  left,  onwhich 
to  charge  your  average  duty,  as  you  must  admit,  but 
twenty  per  cent.,  will  be  49,000,000  dollars.  At  that 
rate  of  duty  you  will  realize  from  this  importation 
9,800,000  dollars  of  revenue.  Should  your  importation 
rise  up  to  87,000,000  dollars^  you  might  realize  a  re- 
venue of  10,300,000  dollars,  if  you  raise  imports  by  this 
bill  to  thirty  per  cent.,  and  do  not  obtain  more  than 
84,500,000  dollars  of  annual  importation,  your  revenue 
will  not  exceed  14,700,000  dollars. 

One  deduction  further,  after  all  those  already  made, 
must  be  made  from  the  amount  of  revenue  to  b'e  produc- 
ed and  brought  into  the  treasury  by  this  measure.  South 
Carolina  has  ordained  the  non-payment  hereafter  of  all 
revenue.  A  State  so  burdened  with  import!  A  State  so 
burdened  with  export,  paying  40  per  cent,  on  $7,000,000 
of  exported  cotton,  equal  to  2,800,000  dollars,  and  60  per 
cent,  on  a  like  amount  of  imports,  equal  to  4,200,000  dol- 
lars; what"  could  she  do  under  such  a  load  of  taxation?  Se- 
ven millions  annually !  How  can  the  nation  exist,  and  want 
such  a  large  portion  of  all  the  public  revenue?  It  must 
be  surrendered,  however:  for  South  Carolina  has  taken 
her  stand  behind  her  own  ordinance,  and  on  the  eternal 
bottom  of  her  own  reserved  rights,  her  indomitable  sove- 
reignty. She  has — let  who  will  pay  for  the  music  of  Go- 
vernment, she  has  resolved,  henceforth,  to  keep  all  her 
own  money  in  her  own  pocket.  What  will  the  loss  be 
to  the  treasury?  What  it  might  be,  we  cannot  tell;  but 
we  can  ascertain  what  this  mother  of  all  chivalry  did  pay 
in  1831.  The  foreign  imports  of  that  State  were,  in  that 
year,  1,238,133  dollars.  Of  this,  46,596^dollars  were  ex- 
ported, and  1,191,537  dollars  left;  on  this,  after  deduct- 
ing one-sixth  part  free;  duty  was  paid  into  the  treasury. 
Say  the  amount  was  1,200,000  dollars,  the  deduction  for 
free  goods,  one-sixth  part,  or  200,000  dollars,  and  a  duty 
of  21  per  cent,  was  paid  on  this  1,000,000  dollars  of  fo- 
reign importations;  this  duty  equalled  210,000  doUars, 
and  this  amount  must  be  deducted  from  your  revenue  of 
10,300,000:  for,  according  to  the  new  tariff  made  by  the 
ordinance  of  South  Carolina,  that  State  will  hereafter  pay 
'no  more  revenue  to  the  United  States.  You  will,  there- 
fore, have  a  clear  revenue,  under  this  bill,  of  10,100,000 
dollars,  and  no  more.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  blank 
left  in  the  revenue  account  by  this  famous  ordinance  does 
not  create,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  phrase,  a  very  great 
void  in  the  treasury;  but  this  State  seems  to  think  it  is 
wise  and  honorable,  the  less  money  she  has  to  pay,  to 
make  the  more  noise  at  the  payment  of  it.  Rhode  Island, 
with  less  than  a  fifth  part  or  the  population  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, and  with  not  a  fortieth  part  of  the  land,  has  annu- 
ally paid  into  the  treasury  more  than  this  amount,  to*avoid 
the  payment  of  which.  South  Carolina,  with  all  her  chi- 
valry, now  wages  war  with  the  United  States. 

Sir,  we  are  told  that  diminished  imposts,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  will  set  at  liberty  12,000,000  dollars; 
and  that  our  present  quantity  of  imported  commodities 
being  reduced,  in  cost,  by  that  amount,  we  can  import 
and  consume  12,000,000  more  of  those  commoditin. 
This  additional  importation,  as  we  are  told,  will  give  us 
an  addition  to  our  revenue.    If  our  Imported  'merchandise 
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cost  us  12,000,000  dollars  less,  is  it  certain  that  we  shall 
expend  this  amount  in  such  importation  ?  This  sum  will 
not  be  in  the  hands  of  in\porting  merchants.  They  now 
import,  we  will  suppose,' 85,000,000  dollars  in  commodi 
ties  suitable  to  our  market.  They  add  to  this  amount, 
say  24,000,000,  being  the  amount  of  duties  under  the  law 
of  1828;  To  this  whole  amount  they  add,  first,  the  cost 
of  importation,  and  then  their  profits.  They  secure  the 
payment  .of  the  duties  at  the  custom-house,  by  their  bonds, 
at  six,  eight,  and  twelve  months'  credit.  The  whole 
amount,  including  duties,  is  then  sold  to  wholesale  mer- 
chants, at  a  like  credit,  of  six,  eight,  and  twelre  months. 
These  wholesale  dealers  s^Il  to  retail  merchants,  on  a 
similar  credit;  and  these  retail  merchants  sell  and  distri- 
bute the  whole  to  their  customers,  the  ultimate  consum- 
ers of  these  imported  commodities.  The  consumer  pays 
the  whole  amount,  profit,  importation,  and  impost;  and 
each  dealer,  in  the  whole  succession,  pays  his  creditor, 
until  the  money  secured  at  the  custom-house  by  the  im- 
porter, and  charged  by  him  upon  this  merchandise,  comes 
to  his  hands,  from  the  consumers,  and  he  pays  tlie  amount 
into  the  custom-house,  and  takes  up  his  bond. 

The  next  year  these  goods  will  be  charged,  for  duties, 
with  12,000,000  less  in  amount.  Importers  will  give 
bonds  for  12,000,000  less;  they  will  sell  for  12,000,000 
less;  and  consumers  will  pay  12,000,000  less  for  their  im- 
ported commodities.  This  amount,  this  12,000,000,  will 
not  come  into  the  hands  of  importers  as  a  capital,  to  be 
used  in  importation,  but  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  all 
the  millions  of  consumers,  in  all  parts'of  the  United  States, 
to  be  reserved  by  them  out  of  that  part  of  their  revenue, 
and  set  apart  by  them  the  last  year,  for  consumption,  and 
will  be  added,  if  they  choose  to  do  so,  to  their  productive 
capital.  A  part  of  this  reserved  12,000,000  will  be. in  the 
hands  of  agricultural,  a  part  in  the  hands  of  mechanic,  a 
part  in  the  hands  of  manufacturing  consumers.  A  por- 
tion will  belong  to  those  who  work  the  forests,  a  portion 
to  the  laborers  in  the  fisheries,  and  another  portion  will 
remain  with  all  those  who  move  the  coasting  and  internal 
trade  of  the  whole  country.  A  portion,  it  is  true,  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  importing  merchants;  but  that  portion 
will  be,  in  respect  to  the  whole,  as  the  consumption  of 
those  importers  is  in  respect  to  the  whole  consumption 
of  the  nation  in  such  imported  commodities.  The  por- 
tion of  the  importing  merchant  may  be  used  in  importa^ 
tion,  but  the  portions  of  all  others  will,  most  probably,  be 
employed  as  capital,  in  some  kind  of  domestic  production. 
It  is,  therefore,  very  improbable  that  $12,000,000  saved, 
if  it  should  be  saved,  from  imported  consumption,  will 
be  employed  in  foreign  importation,  and  thereby  increase 
your  revenue. 

Suppose,  however,  the  attempt  were  made  to  extend 
our  foreign  importation  to  the  amount  of  $12,000,000.  If 
you  import,  you  must  export,  to  pay  for  your  imports. 
What  would  you  send  abroad,  and  to  whom  would  you 
send  it?  Who  wants,  or  who  will  buy  of  you  any  more 
of  your  products  of  the  seas,  or  of  the  forests,  or  of  your 
fields,  for  food,  either  animal  or  vegetable?  (^an  you  sell 
more  tobacco?  Sir,  this  crop  is, at  its  maximum.  No 
quantity  sent  out  will  bring  home  any  more  money. 
Would  you,  if  you  could  sell  it,  push  the  culture  one  acre 
further?  It  is,  of  all  plants,  most  exhausting  to  the  fand. 
The  inarch  of  an  army  of  locusts,  described  in  the  lan- 
guage of  inspiration,  most  of  all  resembles  the  progress  of 
this  deleterious  plant:  «« Before  it,  is  a  fruitful  field;  be- 
hind it,  barrenness  and  desolation." 

Will  you  export  more  cotton?  Can  you  get  more  mo- 
ney for  it,  if  you  send  out  more  millions  of  pounds?  l^er- 
haps  for  a  few  years  you  may;  but  this  product,  also,  has 
nearly  reached  the  maximum  of  price  which  the  consump- 
tion of  the  world  will  give,  or^  indeed,  can  give,  for  any 
quantity  whatever. 

The  wants  of  natioMi  are  limited  by  two  io^aasable 


barriers:  the  one  is  their  power  to  consume,  the  other 
is  their  power  to  pay.  Quantity,  no  matter  how  much, 
thrown  into  the  market,  cannot,  when  that  quantity  has 
reached  either  of  these  limits,  increase  value  or  market 
price. 

Nature  has  fixed  a  limit  to  our  power  to  consume,  both 
of  needful  food  and  of  needful  clothing.  We  may  render 
our  food  more  costly  and  luxurious,  but  we  cannot  so 
distend  our  animal  organs  as  to -very  much  ^increase  the 
quantity.  It  is,  in  a  great  measure,  so  with  our  cloth- 
ing—the quantity  cannot  be  increased,  though  the  quali- 
ty may  be  rendered  more  expensive.  The  great  mass  of 
consumers,  the  labor,  and  industry,  and  economy  of  the 
world,  are  limited  in  their  wants,  both  by  the  prudence  of 
their  necessities,  and  by  the  amount  of  their  means  of 
payment. 

Vanity — it  need  not  be  called  human  vanity,  for,  of  all 
animals,  it  is  said  none  but  our  race  are  comforted  by  this 
distinguishing  attribute  of  vanity — ^vanity  has  no  limit  to 
its  capacity  lor  dress  and  ornament.  The  dandies  and 
belles  of  the  world  would  consume,  on  the  adornment  of 
their  persons,  the  labor  of  the  universe,  the  wealth  of  all 
generations.  We  are  told,  I  believe,  by  Tacitus,  that 
the  daughter  of  a  Roman  proconsul  attended  a  levee 
of  Tiberius,  adorned  at  a  cost  of  500,000  pounds  sterling. 
Have  we  not  seen,  and  that  frequently,  the  very  affec- 
tionate daughters  of  very  indulgent  fathers  enter  the  ball 
room,  and  waltz,  and  cotillon,  ornamented  with  several 
hundred  bales  of  cotton  in  each  sleeve  of  their  dress? 
These  ornaments  are,  almost  exclusively,  the  labor  of  the 
human  hand.  One  pound  of  Flanders  fiax,  worth  twelve 
cents,  is  often  worked  up  into  a  commodity  equal,  in 
market  value,  to  200  pounds  sterling;  and  one  pound  of 
sea  island  cotton,  worth  thirty  cents,  may,  when  wrought 
into  laces  or  lawns,  bring  60  pounds.  England  ex- 
ports 70,000,000  yards  of  lace;  but  four  ounces  of  cotton 
are  manufactured  into  thirty  yards  6f  it.  ^  The  dress  of 
the  beauty,  the  fashion,  and  the  vanity  of  our  race  is 
oAen  as  filmy,  as  immaterial,  and  as  translucent  as  the 
same  quantity  of  summer  moonshine.  Your  cotton  ex- 
portation may  not  be  very  much  benefited  by  this  kind  of 
consumption.  ' 

If  the  twelve  millions  received  from  the  consumption 
of  foreign  imports,  by  this  measure,  should  be  added  to 
the  capital  of  the  country,  and  employed  in  domestic  pro- 
duction of  all  kinds,  about  three-fifths  parts  of  it  would 
be  fixed  in  the  instruments  of  labor;  and  the  other  remain 
circulating,  and  to  be  annually  consumed  and  reproduced 
with,  as  it  may  be,  some  profit.  What  part  of  this  con- 
sumption would  be  of  foreign,  what  of  domestic  products? 
and  what  part  of  this  production  would  be  made  for  ex- 
port, and  what  for  the  domestic  market?  At  most,  not 
more  than  three  millions  of  dollars  could  be  exported  and 
exchanged  for  commodities  paying  a  duty  when  import- 
ed. On  this,  under  the  act  of  July  14,  1832,  at  a  dqty  of 
twenty-one  per  cent,  on  such  as  would  be  dutiable,  you 
might  realize  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  additional 
revenue.  According  to  the  statement  made  at  the  trea- 
sury, on  the  26th  of  July  last,  the  bill  of  the  14th  of  the 
same  July  will,  on  an  importation  of  seventy  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  yield  a  revenue  of  twelve  mil- 
lion one  hundred  and  one  thousand  dollars.  Add  this  last 
item  to  that  statement,  and  you  will  realize  under  the  law, 
enacted  af\er  so  much  labor  and  deliberation  at  the  last 
session,  just  twelve  million  five  hundred  and  one  thousand 
dollars;  a  fraction  more  than  the  amount  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  land  revenue  of  two  million  five  hundred 
thousand,  it  is  said,  will  be  wanted  by  the  Government. 
Where,  then,  is  the  want  of  a  further  reduction  of  the 
rate  of  impost?  It  is  idle  to  pretend  it.  If  this  bill  tell 
truth  in  its  title,  and  really  will  reduce  the  rate  of  duties 
on  imports,  there  will  be  a  deficiency,  unless  we  have  an 
over  iroportatioa.    The  bill  before  us  must,  therefore,  b« 
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predicated  on  the  continuance  of  the  over  importation  of 
the  two  last  years.  It  is  tnte,  we  may  import  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars,  but  it  must  be  far  re-exportation, 
and  not  for  consumption  in  the  country.  "What  does  the 
domestic  market  require?  The  importation  and  exporta- 
tion of  1830  completely  answer  the  question. 
In  that  year,  we  exported    -  -  -  170,876,920 

Of  that  amount,  were  exported       .  -  -    14,387,470 

Of  which  exports — 
Cottons  were        -  -       #1,500,000 

Woollens  -  -  250,000 

Iron  and  steel,  and  fabrics 

of  each  -  "-  150,000 

Teas  -  -  -  892,807  - 

Coffee       -  -  -        1,046,542 


Total,       $3,839,349 


In  1830,  therefore,  your  market  was  over  supplied  in 
cottons,  woollens,  iron,  steel,  hardware,  tea,  coflTee;  and 
you  exported  more  than  three  million  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  these  commodities,  paying  the  high- 
est rate  of  duties.  Besides  all  tliis,  you  exported  in  that 
year,  of— 

Domestic  cottons      •  -  *  •    $1,300,000 

Domestic  iron,  and  manufactures  of  It,  and  of 

steel,  -  .  -  -  .         300,000 

Total^      #1,600,000 


What,  sir,  in  future  years^  will  increase  our  disposition 
or  capacity  to  consume,  or  our  power  to  pay  for  foreign 
commodities?  If,  therefore,  importation  over  and  above 
the  amount  made  in  1830  has  been,  or  shall  hereafler  be 
made,  it  has  been  done  for  exportation,  and  to  increase 
our  carrying  trade  for  other  nations;  because  they  cannot 
work  so  cheap,  or  will  not  work  for  so  small  profits  as 
oQr  navigators  and  merchants.  Will  demand  be  made 
during  the  next  six  years  by  the  increase  of  population 
for  any  further  mcrease  of  importation  ?  Sir,  be  pleased 
to  look  at  the  over  importations  of  1831  and  1832.  In 
the  first,  38,  and  in  the  second,  $30,000,000;  and  in  both 
years,  $63,000,000  over  and  above  the  import  of  1830. 
In  that  year  you  exported  $14,000,000  only;  but  in  1831 
you  exported  $20,000,000;  and  in  1832,  $24,000,000. 
This  is  $17,000,000  over  the  average  export  of  1830. 
Still,  af^er  all  this,  a  surplus  is  left  in  the  country,  over 
and  above  the  consumption  of  that  year;  a  surplus  equid 
to  $43,000,000.  This  is  more  than  $6,000,000  a  year 
for  the  next  coming  six  'years,  and  will  more  than  cover 
any  demand,  yeai*ly  to  be  made,  by  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation. There  can  surely  be  no  new  demand  for  increas- 
ed importation  of  cottons  and  woollens;  for  $17,000,000 
of  the  excessive  importations  of  those  two  last  years  were 
made  in  those  fabrics.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
import  of  1831  was  gl03, 000,000;  the  export  $81,000,000^ 
and  thus  there  was  left  in  the  countr}'  an  unpaid  for  ex- 
cess of  $22,000,000.  In  1832,  the  import  was  $100,000,- 
OX),  and  the  export  $87,000,000 ;'and  thus,  also,  was  left 
abUaiice  unpaid  for,  of  13,000,000.  In  both  years,  the  total 
balance  Unpaid  was  $35,000,000.  Some  part  of  this, 
perhaps  $5,000,000,  might  be  profits  and  freights;  but  a 
very  large  part  was,  and  is,  a  debt  outstanding  against 
the  future  exportation  of  the  country.  We  must,  there- 
fore, undoubtedly  produce  and  send  to  England^  where 
this  debt  is  almost  wholly  due,  at  least  5^000,000  dollars 
a  year  for  thonext  six  }ears,  to  liquidate  the  principal 
of  this  debt,  if  we  say  not  any  thing  whatever  about  the 
interest. 

Where,  then,  is  the  statesman,  who  looks  quite  through 
all  the  great  interests  of  this  uatioitt  and  who*  with  all 
these  facts  under  his  eve^  can  believe  that  the  American 
people  can  import  ana  eonsume  in  each  year,  duiiog  tlie 


six  years  now  immediately  to  come,  30,000,000  dollars 
more  than  was  imported  and  consumed  in  1830?  Where, 
then,  is  the  wisdom  6f  settling  our  scheme  of  revenue  on 
thd  hope  of  such  ruinous  importation^ 

If  our  consumption  do  not  require  more  foreign  com- 
modities, and  such  are  imported  to  the  amount  of 
12,000,000  dollars,  these  commodities,^  if  consumed  in  the 
country,  and  not  exported,  must  ultimately  displace  and 
exclude  from  our  national  consumption  and  market 
12,000,000  of  domestic  productions.  Suppose  our  market 
require  48,000,000  of  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  annual- 
ly, and,  when  fairly  supplied,  afford  a  profit  of  7  per 
cent,  equal  to  3,360,000  dollars.  Then  let  foreign  fa- 
brics, of  those  kinds,  be  imported,  equal  in  amount  to 
12,000,000  more,  and  crowded  into  the  same  market  for 
sale.  Will  nqt  price  fall  in  proportion  to  the  ov^r  sup- 
ply? That  over  supply  amounts  to  one-fif\h  part.  Price 
must,  therefore,  fall  one-fifth  part,  or  20  per  cent.  The 
whole  60,000,000  will  bring  no  more  than  48  would  have 
brought,  for  48,000,000  was  all  the  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  which  were  wanted.  That  amount  of  money  was 
all  which  the  nation  would  or  could  pay  for  their  supply 
of  those  fabrics;  and  they  would  g^ve  precisely  as  much 
money  for  enough,  as  they  would  ^\yfi  for  any  quantity 
more  than  enough.  If  tlie  keeper  of  an  inn  inxbrms  a 
traveller  that  he  will  furnish  him  with  one  good  dinner  for 
one  dollar,  but,  as  he  has  plenty  of  provision,  he  will  sell 
him  two  for  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents;  the  traveller 
wants  but  one  dinner,  can  eat  but  one  dinner;  and  if  the 
keeper  put  twenty  dinners  on  the  table,  he  will  pay  but 
for  one.  If,  therefore,  12,000,000  of  cottons  and  wool- 
lens, in  foreign  fabrics,  be  added  to  your  market,  a  loss 
must  take  place  equal  to  that  amount.  This  would  fall 
on  the  domestic  and  foreign  producers,  according  to  the 
supply  furnished  by  tJiem  respectively;  2,400,000  to  the 
foreign,  and  9,600,000  to  the  domestic  producer.  Would 
this  increase  or  diminish  domestic  production?  and  what 
effect  would  it  have  on  our  power  to  import  and  consume 
foreign  commodities? 

Twelve  millions  lost  the  first  year,  and  this  loss  repeat- 
ed, by  a  yearly  over  import  of  twelve  ipillions  of  doUats, 
during  six  years,  and  you  will  find  seventy-two  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  lost  by  this  war  of  importation,  made 
against  the  manufacturing  labor  of  the  country.  One-fifth, 
or  fourteen  million  four  hundred  ^thousand  dollars,  is 
lost  by  foreigners;  and  four-fifths,  or  fifty-seven  million 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  by  Americans.  This  would 
dispose  of  the  whole,  if  not  more  than  the  whole,  circu- 
lating capital  now  employed  in  those  two  branches  of  our 
domestic  production.  Is  this  to  be  the  effect^  Was  it 
the  final  cause  of  this  bill?  Does  it,  by  reduced  duties, 
tempt  men  to  make  excessive  importations  in  any  other 
commodities?  Look  at  the  provisions  of  it.  On  cotton 
yams,  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent. ;  on  woollen  yams,  a  duty 
of  fifteen;  on  coarse  woollen  cloths,  five  per  cent.;  on 
all  other  Woollens,  and  on  all  cottons,  twenty  per  cent, 
impost.  Last  summer,  we  were  told  that  impost  on  cot- 
tons and  woollens  was  sixty-three  per  cent. ;  but  more 
than  twenty-seven  millions  in  those  commodities  were 
imported  in  1831 .  Was  not  this  bill,  with  these  reduced 
and  pitiful  rates  of  duty,  calculated  and  fitted  to  increase 
those  importations  op  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars  more, 
and  thereby  secure  the  utter  ruin  of  those  productious  in 
the  United  Statcs> 

Do  not  inquire  afler  tlM  paternity  of  such  a  measure; 
fur  who  would  declare  its  generation?  It  is  of  dark  and 
demoniac  origin,  and  was  named  at  no  holy  fount.  It  re- 
ceived a  foul  baptism  in  *<  the  abhorred  Styx,  the  flood  of 
deadly  hate."  Why  this  glozing  title,  **  a  bill  to  reduce 
and  otherwise  alter  the  duties  on  imports?"  In  the  form 
of  its  enactments,  it  is  as  classically  British  as  at  and  after 
the  rate  of  five  dollars  for  every  one  hundred  dollars  va- 
Ittc  thereof.    In  its  cotton  and  woollen  provisions,  Man- 
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Chester  and  Leeds  themselves  could  not  have  devised 
measures  more  purely  English.  Let  it  be  entitled  a  bill 
to  aid  Old  in  the  ruin  of  New  England,  to  avenge  those 
brave  men  slain  by  YanlKCs  at  Lexington  and  Bunker 
Hill)  and  for  certain  other  purposes. 

If  diminished  impost  increase  importation  and  consump- 
tion of  foreign  commodities,  and  thereby  diminish  the  con- 
sumption of  domestic  products,  then  this  diminished  rate 
of  impost  is  a  regulation  of  commerce  for  the  discourage- 
ment of  American,  and  the  encouragement  of  foreign  in- 
dustry. Twelve  millions  of  dollars  more  are  to  be  used 
for  impor^.  This  excludes  the  products  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  American,  and  brings  into  our  market  those  of 
English  labor  and  capital  to  an  equal  amount.  <*The 
neighboring  powers"  of  the  South  tell  us  that  all  con- 
gressional enactments  for  the  encouragement  of  Ameri- 
can labor  and  capital  are  utterly  unconstitutional;  but  to 
this  bill  they  neither  express  nor  feel  any  such  objections; 
because,  though  it  is  a  bill  for  encouragement,  yet  does  it 
transfer  that  encouragement  from  American  labor  and 
capital,  where  it  was  originally  placed  by  the  Hamiltons, 
the  Madisons,  and  the  EllswoKhs,  the  great  founders  of 
our  system;  and,  under  the  advisement  of  the  Coopers 
and  Calhouns  of  these  degenerate  days,  it  gives  that  same 
encouragement  to  the  labor  and  capital  of  England. 

Must  we  indeed  make  this  sacrifice  to  the  Moloch  of 
disunion,  now  blowing  his  fires,  and  heating  his  furnace, 
in  the  distant  South ?  Barbarian  and  ruthless  god!  Will 
he  not  spare  his  own  devotees?  The  State  of  Alaine 
holds  three  millions  of  dollars  in  cottons,  in  wool,  and  in 
woollens;  while  all  her  foreign  import  trade  does  not  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars.  -Ne^^ 
Hampshire  has  five  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  cottons,  and  two  millions  in  wool  jind  woollens;  and  all 
her  foreign  commerce  of  importation  hardly  equals  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  annually.  How  many  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  in  these  two  States,  earn  their  bread 
and  clothing,  and  shelter  themselves  from  the  winter 
storms  of  New  England,  bv  their  daily  labor  in  these  manu- 
facturing vocations?  All  these  must  not  only  be  sacri- 
ficed to  this  consuming  deity  of  disunion,  but  he  demands 
that  their  own  neighbors  and  familiar  friends,  placed 
here  for  their  preservation  by  their  unsuspecting  confi- 
dence, the  congressional  delegation  from  tlio«e  two  States, 
shall  bind  the  victims,  and  with  their  own  hands  lift  the 
sacrificial  knife;  and,  as  a  devoted  priesthood^  do  allpther 
barbarous  rites  of  his  altar.    . 

Sir,  we  are  sometimes  told  that  this  is  a  mere  revenue 
measure — an  assessment  of  taxes  on  the  pe(»le  of  the 
United  States.  If  so,  it  should  have  exercised  care  and 
honest  diligence,  and,  by  its  provisions,  equalized  the  bur- 
dena  of  those  people.  Examine  those  provisions:  look  at 
iron.  WlVere  is  that  commodity  In  the  greatest  abundance 
consulted?  'In  New  England.  First,  in  our  agriculture; 
the  rocks  of  our  region,  when  they  do  not  rise  above,  come 
nearly  up  to  the  surface.  That  surface  is,  in  most  parta 
of  that  region,  thickly  set  with  chip  stohe.  Our  hoes 
can  rarely  strike  a  blow,  ot  ottr  ploughs  or  harrows  rtim*e 
a  foot,  wltlwitt  encotmtering  either  a  solid  roclc,^  op  some 
frag-ment  of  flint,  cjuartz,  or  mnite.  The  feet  of  our 
woi^ng  catUe  and  horses  are,  ftom  necessity,  conthmally 
covered  with  rron'and  steel;  and  in  winter  tKis  must  often 
be  removed,  sharpened,  and  replaced,  to  sustain  these 
Jaboiious  animals  on  their  feet  in  thdi-  fOoven^nts  ovef 
the  ice.  VlHi,  of  the  South,  call  New  England  **  the  land 
of  sTiips/*'  What,  like  «  ship,  is  so  nailed,  and  spiked, 
and  bolted,  and  cabled,  and  anchored,  with  iron?  ^  Our 
factories,  from  4ie  water-wheel  to-tlie  card,  the  spindle, 
and  loom,  are  not  only  fastened  ivnd- covered,  but  literally 
fabricated  from  iron  and  sttfel.  Our  mechanics— But  I 
forbear.  Who  docs  not  know  that  we  i^annot  move  in 
our  labors  in  the  forests,  the  fields,  the  workshops,  or  on 
the  ocean,  unless  armed,  from  hejd  to  heel,  in  these  pro 


ductions  of  the  mines  and  forges  of  foreign  nations,  as  well 
as  of  our  own  country  ?  Sir,  New  England  annually  con- 
sumes twenty  times  as  much  iron  and  steel  as  all  the  se- 
ven anti*  protection  States.  Massachusetts,  nay,  the  little 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  uses  up,  in  farming,  in  manufiic- 
taring,  and  In  navigation  and  commerce,  ten  times  as  much 
iron  and  steel  annually  as  is  consumed  in  all  her  labors  by 
the  great  nullification  State  of  South  Carolina.  What  ai'e 
the  duties  on  iron?  At  jnrhat  a  rate  of  taxation  does  New 
England  get  her  supply  of  this  commodity  ?  By  this  bill, 
the  tax  on  hammered  bar  iron,  and  on  all  the  fabrics  made 
from  of  it,  is  thirty  per  cent.  On  cast  iron  it  is  fifty -per 
cent.,  and  pn  rolled  bar  iron  it  is  eighty-one  per  cent. 

Where  does  the  labor  of  our  country  consume  sugar? 
In  the  same  devoted  land  of  New  England.  What  is  the 
rate  of  tax  on  sugar?  If  it  cost  abroad,  as  much  of  it  does, 
one  cent  a  pound,  the  tax  is  200  per  cent. ;  if  two  cents, 
100;  ;f  three  cent^  7S\  if  four,  50;  and  if  five,  30  per 
cent. 

What  is  the  tax  on  tea?  Thirty  per  cent.?  and  the 
laborer  of  New  England  is  the  great  consumer  and  payer 
of  this  tax.  What  is  the  tax  on  coffee?  Ten  per  cent.  $ 
and  the  wealth  and  leisure,  not  the  labor  of  the  South, 
are  the  great  consumers.  Sir,  I  do  remember  a  widow 
in  New  England,  now  of  more  than  threescore  and  ten 
years;  the  husband  of  her  youth  fell  at  the  battle  of 
Eutaw,  by  the  side  of  Green.  Her  only  son,  as  brave  a 
seaman  as  ever  gave  canvass  to  the  wind^  was  one  of 
those  gallant  men  who  rowed  Perry  from  the  wreck  of 
the  Lawrence,  and  placed  him  on  that  deok  which  bore 
him  siiccessfuUy  and  in  triumph  through  that  war  on  the 
waters  oi  Erie.  Here  he  received  a  ball  in  his  breast, 
which,  fixed  in  his  side,  finally  carried  him  to  bis  grave, 
whither  his  bereaved  mother  followed  him,  and  bis  wife  , 
also,  in  1824.  They  left  two  little  orphans,  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  one  of  them  now  twelve  and  the  other  fourteen  ^ 
years  old.  These  affectionate  and  grateful  children  naw 
work  In  a  factory,  and  feed  and  support  their  aged  grand- 
mother. .  Look  into  her  cottage,  sir,  as  1  have  done:  it  is 
the  &bode  of  neatness,  humbly  comfort,  and  piouaresig- 
nation  and  hope.  She  will  ofier  you  the  hospitality  (It is 
all  she  can)  of  her  frugal  table.  Her  bread  is  coafse,  but 
sweetened  by  the  alfection  of  those  who  have  earned  it 
for  ber;  her  tea  is  thrown  bohea,  but  she  haa  paid  a  tax  of 
30  per  cent,  upon  the  humble  beverage;  her  sugar  is  of 
the  darkest  shade  and  the  cheapest  quality,  but  she  .has 
paid  a  tax  of  300  per  cent,  on  its  cost  in  the  West  Indies. 
She  will,  after  the  humble  repast,  present  to  you,  if  you 
wilt  (eceive  it,  the  clean,  whlte^  sociable  pipe,  and  tho 
Virginia  weed  prepared  in  the  best  style  of  Bichmond; 
but  this  indulgence  has  come  to  her  use  under  a  protect-, 
Ing  tax  of  125  per  cent. 

You,  sir^  liave  also  seen  the  Southern  planter  served 
with  his  evening  coffee  at  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent.,  with  su- 
gar, double  refined,  at  but  one-fourth  tiie  tax  paid  on  tho 
cheapest  browO|  ind  e^eh  utensil,  with  its  ricn  contents, 
presented  to  the  wealthy  master  by  a  separate  slsve^  and 
all  dressed  by  their  owner  in  fabrics  at  a  tax  of  but  five 
pd*  cent.  Are  you  nt)t  re^Sj  to  exclaim,  as  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  eXGlaimed  in  a  like  case,  **  Verily  this  poor 
widdw  bath  cast  more  into  the  trciisury  thaa  they  all!" 
Notwithstancfing  thfs,  sir,  you  have  tieretofore,  and  that 
rieht  often,* heard  this  h^U  echo  wUh  the  voice  of  com- 
plaint made  hfer^  by  those  very  men,  and,  as  we  were  as- 
sured, fgr  the  benefit  oftb^poor;  nor  epuld  Iscariot  him- 
self, should  he  come.to  a  re^irreetionf  and  call  to, us  from 
the  foot  of  ]^he  gallows,  be  either  more  loud  or  more  sin- 
cere in  their  behalf. 

Sir,  is  there  no  protection  in  \his  bill?     Yes,  in  truth  is 

there.'    Iron,  the  product  of  the  niine§  and  ^e  forges. of 

Tennessee,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York,  and  New 

1  Jersey,- is  perfectly  protected  in  all  those  markets  of  the 

i United  States  where  it  can  come  in  competition  with  the 
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foreign  commodity.  Sugar,  the  product  of  Louisana  and 
Southern  Georgia,  is  also  protected;  and,  by  this  provi- 
sion of  the  bill,  the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco  production 
of  all  the  South  is  protected  against  all  the  capital  and  la- 
bor now  emplpyed  in  the  production  of  sugar.  Wool, 
woollens,  and  cottons,  the  productions  of  New  England, 
are  left  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  competition.  In  nothing 
is  the  hostility  of  this  measure  against  New  England  so 
conspicuous  as  in  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  nails  from 
five  to  three  cents  the  pound.  Making  cut  nails  is  a  New 
England,  a  Rhode  Island  invention.  I  well  knew  the 
man  who  invented  the  machine,  which,  after  many  im- 
provements, now  performs  this  work  so  perfectly,  that 
our  market  is  supplied  with  nails  at  five  and  a  half  cents 
per  pound,  where,  before  this  art  was  invented,  their  cost 
was  not  less  than  fifleen  cents.  Jeremiah  Wilkinson,  of 
Cumberland,  was  the  inventor,  an  honest  man,  of  infinite 
industry.  He  was  never  idle,  never  stood  still,  when  any 
thing  of  use  could  be  done.  He  was  as  untiring  as  the 
little  insect,  that  pattern  of  industry,  which  you  some- 
times* see  running  up  and  down  in  the  morning  on  the 
fore-stick  of  your  fire.  This  man  planted  more  trees  than 
any  other  man  of  bis  time,  and  has  left  to  his  sons  his 
farms,  his  fruit  trees,  and,  more  than  all,  his  excellent  cha- 
racter, and  his  excellent  habits  of  life. 

Tills  trade  of  nail  making  is  carried  on  With  ceaseless 
labor  in  Rhode  Island,  and  m  that  part  of  Massachusetts 
which  once  was  the  colony  of  Plymouth.  Foreign  iron 
has  been  mostly  used,  but  lately  these  meivhave  brought 


Orleans.  She  nullifies;  and  then  she,  by  her  parade  of 
war  and  menace,  compels  him  to  recommend  this  bill;  and 
you,  by  enacting  it,  to  repeal  your  tariff,  and  abolish  your 
whole  system  of  protection. 

She  may  then  look  from  her  own  desolate  fields  on  the 
kindred  desolation  of  her  whole  country.  She  will,  as  she 
hopes,  be  avenged  on  New  England  prosperity;  and  pay 
the  debt  of  gratitude  due  from  the  tories  of  1782,  to  the 
memory  of  Green  by  the  ruin  of  his  native  State. 

She  will  do  more.  She  will  raise  a  monument  more 
lof^y,  if  not  more  enduring,  than  that  of  Washington,  to 
her  favorite  son,  once  the  ardent  advocate,  now  the  re* 
morscless  enemy  of  protection;  the  successful  wtelder,  if 
not  the  discoverer  of  nullification;  and  the  second  illustri- 
ous founder  of  Southern  supremacy. 

What  matter  for  the  overthrow  of  his  country !  Did  not 
chaos  exclaim,  <*  Havoc,  and  spoil,  and  ruin  are  my  gain^" 
And  did  not  the  lust  of  power  respond,  **  To  reign,  though 
in  hell,  is  worth  ambition?" 

What  have  you  done,  sir,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Weans,  what  have  you  done  for  New  England? 
New  England,  the  landing  place  of  the  pilgrims;  the  cra- 
dle of  American  independence;  New  England,  the  blood 
of  whose  sons  has  fertilized  so  many  Southern,  and  con- 
secrated so  many  Northern  fields.  What,  I  demand  of 
you,  have  you  done,  in  all  your  wise  provisions,  for  New 
England?  You  have  lefl  undemolished — what  could  you 
else? — her  rivers  and  rocks,  her  mountains  and  winter 
storms;  and,  O  how  courteous!  you  have  not  taken  away 
iron  from  the  mineral  region  of  Tennessee,  by  the  way  of  I  from  her  the  curse  of  exterior  influence,  and  interior  trca- 


New  Orleans;  and  a  hope  was  entertained  that,  if  they 
•  were  thus  relieved  from  the  duty  on  foreign  iron,  they 
could  afford  their  hails,  perhaps,  for  four  cents  a  pound. 
They  knew  their  invention  had  been  pirated  from  the 
Patent  Office,  and  sold  in  England;  but  they  never  dream- 
ed that  Congress  would  aid  the  English  purchasers  of  their 
patent  by  such  a  measure  as  tliis  bill  has  furnished,  for 
the  encouragement  of  British  labor  and  capital.  I'he  re- 
venue had' no  concern  in  this  matter.  No  importation  of 
nails,  unless  for  exportation,  could  be  made,  when  the 
duty  was  five  cents,  and  the  American  nails  were  sold  for 
five  and  a  half.^  This  reduction  of  the  duty  to  three  cents 
could  answer  no  other  purpose  than  to  enable  the  Eng- 
lish to  make  cut  nails  from  their  cheap,  coarse  rolled  iron; 
and  thus  ruin  this  New  England  trade,  by  the  importation 
of  a  flood  of  tliis  foreign  article,  so  brittle  that  they  will 
almost  break  by  the  wind  of  the  blow,  before  the  ham- 
mer can  reach  the  end  of  them;  and  yet  so  cheap,  that 
the  market  for  New  England  nails  may  be  ruined  by  their 
importation.  This  measure  was  not  placed  in  this  bill  to 
reduce  the  revenue,  but  to  destroy  the  American  producf, 
and  make  room  for  the  English. 

What  will  the  nation,  what  will  tlic  world,  what  will 
history  and  posterity  say,  concerning  these  arrangements 
and  set-offs?  They  will  say,  unless  she  reject  this  bill 
with  scorn,  that  Pennsylvania  is  purchased  by  the  protec- 
tion on  her  iron,  to  aid  in  the  ruin  of  New  England.  They 
will  say,  unless  she  set  her  foot  on  the  bill,  that  New  York 
has  been  paid  by  the  electoral  vote  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  AUbama,  and  Georgia. 
Thev  will  moreover  say,  (and  who  can  contradict  tlie  say- 
ing?) that  Virginia  has  been  purchased  by  a  patent  to  roai 
nofacture  bituminous  coal,  pigtail  and  negro  head  tobacco. 

What  does  this  destroying  and  reconciling  measure  of- 


chery. 

You  may  triumph,  you  cannot  subdue;  New  England 
labor,  like  New  EngUnd  valor,  can  never  be  subdued. 

You  of  the  South  have  essayed  every  scheme  and  shiA 
of  policy.  Your  embargo  lashed  our  ships  to  the  wharves 
until  their  shrouds  fell  from  the  masts.  Your  non>inter- 
course  and  war  locked  up  in  warehouse  the  staple  of  our 
commerce,  which  had  been  purchased,  and  long  paid  for 
to  you;  and  even  New  Orleans  was  defended  by  the  cot- 
ton of  New  England.  By  your  tariff  of  1816,  you  called 
on  New  England  to  sacrifice  the  rich  East  India  commerce 
of  Salem,  of  Boston,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut,  to 
what  then  you  denominated  a  much  greater  interest^-the 
national  independence  and  the  common  welfare. 

Noi^  have  our  primary  interests  alone  excited  your  hos- 
tility. Every  blight  of  calumny  has  been  blown  over  the 
character  of  New  England,  by  Southern  slander.  For  our 
attachment  to  Washington,  and  the  principles  and  policy 
of  Washington,  we  have  been  calumniated  and  denounced 
as  monarchists,  English  partisans,  and  tories. 

Plots,  tlie  vile  brood  of  malice,  have  been  hatched  un- 
der Southern  incubation,  and  fledged  for  flight,  and, 
with  our  own  money,  bought  up  and  sent  out  into  the 
world,  like  flocks  of  harpies,  that  by  their  impurities  they 
might  make  foul  the  good  name  and  untarnished  patri- 
otism of  New  England. 

The  low,  vulgar  abuse  of  the  employments,  the  trades, 
and  character  of  Yankees^  is  consecrated,  and  -sent  abroad 
in  the  world,  in  the  posthumous  publications  of  the  suc- 
cessor and  political  rival  of  Washington.     In  tenpenny 
pamphlets,  lately  published  by  one  of  the  great  men  of 
that  rival.  New  England  is  again  set  down  as  traitorously 
trading,  during  the  last  war,  with  the  enepay  in  English 
Government  bills, 
feet  for  South  Carolina?    South  Carolina,  "instructed  by       Sir,  let  me  tell  these  men,  the  genius  of  New  England 
her  English  oracle  ten  years  ago,  believes  now,  as  he  told  is  not  thus  to  be  overthrown.     You  may,  if  I  may  allude 
her  then,  that  cotton  will  never  be  imported -into  Charles- 
ton until  coals  shall  be  imported  into  Newcastle.     What 
does  she  gjiin?     She  gets  her  will;  and  what  termigant 
would  not  be  satisfied  by  such  a  boon?     Her  war  of  free 
trade,  secured  behind  the  bales  of  her  great  staple,  like 


to  the  wrestling  ring,  you  may,  by  some  trick,  foil,  you 
may  bring  him  to  a  knee,  but  never  will  you  have  power 
to  lay  him  on  the  back. 

Place  New  England  on  a  region  of  rock,  without  earth 
^     ^  or  water,  our  labor  shall  drill  the  solid  stone,  and,  like 

thatof  New  Orleans,  is  triumphant;  and,\vhat  is  still  more  the  staff  of  the  prophet,  let  out  the  gushing  stream.   Our 
delightful,  ia  triumphant  against  the  hero  himself  of  New  I  perseverance  shall  beat  the  flint  into  small  dust,  and  cover 
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the  whole  surface  with  soil.  The  dews,  and  the  rain, 
and  the  sunshine  of  heaven,  Uie  only  creatures  of  God 
left  by  you,  in  amity  with  us,  shall  give  to  our  new  earth 
moisture  and  fertility;  and  time,  and  labor,  and  KJod's 
blessings,  shall  cover  the  whole  region  with  verdure,  with 
plants  and  Irees,  with  cornfields  and  gardcris,  pastures 
and  meadows. 

What  has  all  this  perpetually  labored  and  cunningly 
devised  trans-Potomac  policy  benefited  its  votaries?  This 
system  of  change  and  vacillation?  This  cotton  and  to- 
bacco economy?  This  toil  for  perpetilal  exportation  of 
the  sweat  of  your  goaded  labor,  and  tlie  fertility  of  your 
hard  driven  lands?  Look  into  your  own  spetclies,  both 
on  this  floor  and  elsewhere;  are  they  not  filled  with  fields 
scourged  down  to  barrenness,  and  slaves  multiplied,  and 
worked  up  to  the  very  point  of  insurrection? 

Will  this  measure,  if  it  succeed,  and  ruin  us,  place  you 
in  better  condition?  If  it  fail,  and  you  nullify,  or  secede, 
will  our  ruin,  or  your  separation  from  us,  restore  virgin 
frishness  to  yoyr  lauds,  or  give  to  your  midnight  slumbers 
one  moment  more  of  quietness? 


be  passed  into  a  law;  but  if  ever,  surely  not  on  this  day, 
or  in  this  year  of  our  redemption.  We  did,  at  the  very 
lust  session,  and  not  more  than  six  months  ago,  regulate 
and  settle  this  whole  question;  and  that,  too,  after  long 
and  solemn  debate,  protracted  deliberation,  and  unwea- 
ried labor.  Are  we  half  a  3'ear  wiser,  now,  as  we  are 
scarcely  so  much  older,  than  we  were  at  that  session? 
Who  has  received  a  revelation?  for  not  one  of  us  can  have 
on  tliis  question,  by  human  agency,  more  knowledge  than 
when  we  voted  for  the  law  of  last  July.  Then  a  compro- 
mise, as  it  was  said,  and  settlement,  were  made.  What 
pledges  were  given,  God  knows;  but  can  greater  be  given 
at  this  time?  Settle  the  question  again;  who  will  be 
bound  by  the  law?  What  can  wc  enact,  which,  if  nulli- 
fication do  not  demolish,  another,  and  the  next  Congress, 
cannot  repeal?  Examinee  the^statement  made  at  the  trea- 
sury on  the  26th  of  July  last,  twelve  days'  after  the  law 
which  goes  into  opei-ation  on  the  3d  of  March  next,  was 
approved  by  the  President.  At  the  rate  of  dut/  under 
that  law,  the  amount  of  merchandise  imported  in  the  year 

1830,  being  in  round  numbers  $70,800,000,  will  yield 
$12,101,000.  At  that  time,  it  was  believed  at  the  trea- 
sury  that  no  more  than  that  amount  would  be  imported 
during  the  next  year.  What  was  the  ground  of  this  opi- 
nion?    The  excess  in  importation  of  the  preceding  year, 

1831.  Is  not  that  argument  strengthened  by  another  of 
equal  weight— the  excessive  importation  of  last  year?  If 
the  treasury  believed  that  the  importation  of  33,000,000 
more  than  was  wanted  would  prevent  a  like  excess  the 
next  year,  then,  indeed,  when  another  importation  of 
30,000,000  has  followed,  and  the  country  is  crowded  with 
an  excess  of  63,000,000,  what  reason  can  the  Secretary 
or  Congress  now  have  to  expect  100,000,000,  or  even  so 
much  as  70,000,000,  will  be  imported  the  next  year? 
That  amount,  with  the  excess,  not  yet  exported,  but  still 
on  hand  in  the  country,  will  be  30,000,000  more  than  we 
can  consume  at  home,  or  sell  abroad,  or  pay  for  by  our 
ow'w  export  of  domestic  production.  If  we  pass  this  bill, 
which,  as  we  are  told,  will  reduce  the  revenue  16,000,000 
below  what  the  law  of  July  last  will  produce^  and  our  im- 
portations of  foreign  merchandise  do  not  this  year  exceed 
7(^,000,000,  we  shall  lack  at  least  4,000,000  hi  our  supply 
of  the  wants  of  Government  It  would  be  a  singular  for- 
tune for  the  same  man  to  pay  off  the  old  national  debt 
during  his  first  Presidential  term,  and  be  compelled  to  be- 
gin a  new  debt  in  the  first  year  of  his  second.  If  his 
friends  will  not  save  him  from  this  inglorious  condition,  I 
trust,  sir,  that  those  who  have  never  arrogated  to  them- 
selves that  title  will  rejoice  to  do  it,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  they,  by  the  same  prudent  measure,  preserve  the 
best  interests  of  the  motion. 
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.  Sir,  the  fabric  of  law,  which  this  House  wrought  at  the 
last  session  with  so  much  care  and  labor,  cannot  now  be 
unravelled  by  us,  without  self-rebuke  and  self-reproach. 
To  call  on  us  to  do  so,  is  requirine  of  us  to  enact,  and 
put  on  the  legislative  archives  of  the  nation,  a  perpetual 
record  of  our  own  dishonor. 

Nor  would  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  July,  by  the  enact- 
ment of  this  bill,  be  regarded  by  the  nation  as  more  dero- 
gatory to  the  honor  than  the  integrity  of  this  Congress. 
For  that  law,  though  not  technically  in  force  until^  the  3d 
of  next  March,  has,  in  fiict,  ^o\\^  into  operation  in  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  instances.  How  many  contracts,  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  have  been  made  in  every  brancli 
of  employment?  By  these  contracts,  what  terms  of  labor 
are  to  be  done?  what  quantities  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise are  to  be  produced  and  delivered,  both  in  this 
and  other  countries?  what  amounts  of  money  are  promised 
to  be  paid  at  home  and  abroad?  'This  law  is  ft  part  of 
every  contract;  for  when  two  men  draw  out  and  execute 
a  contract,  in  writing,  the  law  is  as  much  a  part  of  it  as  if 
it  were  transcribed  and  placed  on  the  paper  or  parchment." 


Sir,  the  provisions  of  this  bill  would  never,  by  my  voice.   Shall  wc,  the  legislators,  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of 


the  people,  put  our  hand  upon  these  millions  of  agree- 
ments, solemnly  written,  signed,  sealed,  and  deUvered, 
alid  binding  on  our  fellow-men?  Shall. we  dare  to  seize 
upon  these  contracts,  and  tear  out  tlie  law  embodied  in 
their  uages?  It  were  a  deed,  sir,\ which,  if  done  bv  any 
individual  in  the  nation,  would,  by  law,  be  punishea  as  a 
felony.  Who,  then,  can  advise,  can  require,  can  urge  us 
to  be  the  perpetrators  of  such  a  deed,  dishonorable  to  our- 
selves, and  ruinous  to  the  nation? 

For  another  reason,  I  would  not  do  this  act  at  this  time. 
Seven  States  in  this  Union,  after  forty  years  of  use  and 
occupation,  aAer  a  time  almost  *•  whereof  the  memory  of 
man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary;"  these  seven  States  do 
now  allege  tliat  our  great  and  glorious  system  of  encou- 
ragement and  protection  is  unconstitutional.  Repeal  it  at 
their  demand,  and  you  establish  their  doctrine.  I^et  them, 
if  they  can,  establish  their  theory  by  the  constitutional  tri- 
'bunal.  Let  them  try  the  question,  as  New  England  tried 
the  constitutionality  of  the  embargo,  by  courts  of  the 
United  States.  Nay,  let  them  show  tlie  evils  of  our  sys- 
tem, by  showing  the  injuries  done  by  its  operations  to 
their  interests.  Are  they  overtaxed  by  its  nro visions^  It 
can,  if  so,  be  easily  demonstrated.  1  call,  I  challenge 
them  to  the  examination.  I  have  laid  a  system  of  ir^quiry 
on  the  table.  Let  them  put  it  in  operation.  If  truth  be 
on  earth,  it  can,  by  that  scheme,  be  sought  out  and  disco- 
vered. Is  there  capital,  undei-  our  system,  less  profitable 
than  that  employed  by  the  whole  free  labor  of  the  nation? 
No,  far  otherwise.  If  the  system  were  abolished,  would 
that  capital  be  thereby  rendered  more  profitable?  Surely 
not;  but,  if  it  would,  sliall  we  destroy  the  general,  to  en- 
hance some  special  welfare;  the  many  for  the  few;  the 
labors  and  prosperity  of  the  free,  to  multiply  the  toils  and 
increase  the  value  of  slaves? 

For  a  third,  and  still  more  irresistible  reason,  I  would 
not  now  pass  this  bill  into  a  law.  South  Carolina  has  an- 
nounced to  the  world  that  any  State  holds,  under  the  con- 
stitution, the  right  to  nullify  any  law  made  by  Congress; 
and  has  abolished,  by  ordinance,  and  by  law,  not  only 
your  whole  reveime  system,  but  the  v^hole  power  of  the 
United  States  courts,  concerning  that  system,  in  that 
State.  This  bill  calls  for  concession,  nay,  for  submission 
to  South  Carolina;  to  admit,  adopt,  and  incorporate' her 
ordinance  and  her  law  into  our  system!  of  legislation.  Will 
this  preserve  or  destroy  your  constitution,  cement  or  dis- 
solve our  Union?  Sir,  mingle  nullification  with  the  pU|re 
principles  of  your  enactments,  and,  were  your  constitution 
strong  and  impenetrable  as  iron  or  adamant,  this  vile  al- 
chymy  will  dissolve  into  impalpable  gas  every  link  in  the 
chain  of  your  Union.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  says  to  us,  •*be  just  and  fear  not.** 
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Be  just  to  the  jjeneral  welfare,  just  for  the  present,  and 
just  for  posterity.  Let  not  the  cherished  delinquency  of 
a  right  eye,  or  right  hand,  drag  tlie  i\holc  unoffending 
soul  and  body  down  to  perdition. 

Fear  not,  ay,  sir,  fear  not  the  rage  or  the  threats  of 
disappointed  ambition  or  lawless  anarchy;  fear  not  the  ar- 
ray of  tlicir  battle,  or  that  glitter  of  their  arms,  the  noise 
of  their  war?  but  fear  your  country  and  your  God;  fear 
to  violate  the  constitution  of  the  nation,  or  the  oath  of  the 

Almighty. 

In  what  way,  by  what  stratagem  of  cowardice  or  sub- 
scfviency,  can  we,  dare  we,  change  the  provisions,  or 
abolish  uie  high  prerogatives  of  that  consecrated  charter? 
Every  power  under  it,  granted  to  Congress  by  the  peo- 
ple of  tnc  Stales,  or  of  the  United  States,  no  matter  which,, 
comes  to  this  House  with  the  authority  of  a  paramount 
command. 

The  power  toreq-ulate  commerce,  either  by  impost  or 
prohibition,  was,  o^  riglit,  incidental  to  the  power  of  each 
State  under  the  confederacy,  though  never  expressly 
granted  to  such  State  by  the  people;  nor  would  they  per- 
mit the  continental  Congress,  by  an  exercise  of  the  treaty- 
making  power,  to  invade  or  abridge,  or  bring  into  disuse, 
this  then  high  prerogative  of  the*  States. 

Art.  9lh  of  the  confederation — •*  No  treaty  of  com- 
merce shall  be  made  whereby  the  legislative  power  of 
the  respective  States  shall  be  restrained  from  imposing 
such  imposts  and  duties  on  foreigners  as  their  own  people 
are  subject  to;  or  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  or 
importation  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodities  what- 


ever." 

Has  not  this  whole  power  over  impost  and  commerce 
been  conferred  on  Congress?     Is   not    impost,   in    our 
hands,  as  well  a  regulator  of  commerce  as  ftn  instrument 
of  revenue?     Can  we  use  this  instrument  to  raise  money, 
and  •*  supply  the  wants  of  Government,"  because  the 
general  welfare  requires  that  supply?  and  is  our  own  arm 
shortened  whetv  we  attempt  to  use  the  same  instrument 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  people,  wheiT  tliat  welfare  so 
loudly  calls  for  that  supply?    Could  each  of  the  States, 
before  the  constitution,  by  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
cotmtenrail  those  laws  of  other  nations  which  then  did, 
and  now  do,  exclude  the  products  of  our  land  and  labor 
from  their  consumption?     But  must  we,  with  all  these 
powers  of  all  the  States,  and  all  the  people,  now  in  our 
hands,  be  prohibited  by  one  of  them  from  all  exercise  of 
these  powers,  not  only  at  this  time,  but  henceforth  and 
forever?    Sir,  if  but  two  brothers  were  to  place  in  your 
hands  a  sum  of  money,  to  be  redelivered  when  both  call- 
ed for  it  together,  could  you  honestly  or  safely  surrender 
the  treasure  to  either  one  of  them  separately  ?  A  deposite 
of  power,  in  our  hands,  has  been  made,  by  a  family  of 
twenty-four;  and  each  one  of  them  is  deeply  interested 
in  its  exercise  and  preservation .   We  have  sworn  to  keep, 
to  use  this  treasure  for  their  benefit.     Shall  we,  can  we, 
dare  we  surrender  up  the  whole  to  anyone  of  them? 

Sir,  we  have  lifted  up  our  hand  to  Him  on  high;  and 
we  cannot  go  back.  **  I  am  persuaded,"  (suffer  me  to 
use  words  not  only  fraught  with  all  the  energy  of  human 
genius  and  eloquence,  but  instinct,  too,  with  the  very 
spirit  of  inspiration,)  *'  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  prin- 
cipalities, nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  tu 
come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature," 
can  make  of  us  the  recreant  things  which  shall,  when  the 
ship  but  labors  a  little,  throw  overboard  the  cargo  en- 
trusted to  our  care,  that  we  may  thereby  preserve  our 
own  pitiful  adventures;  or,  overawed  by  a  superstitious 
fear,  dash  our  own  children  into  the  ocean,  to  appease 
some  imaginary  monster  of  the  deep,  and  secure  ourselves 
from  his  jaws. 

Hake  this  concession;  submit,  in  this,  to  South  Caro- 
lina, and  have  you,  after  this,  any  constitution,  any  Union, 
any  national  interest,  any  congresiiional  enactments,  which 


that  Slate,  or  any  other  Slate,  cannot,  at  any  time,  by  the 
same  process,  utterly  abolish? 

What  next,  after  this  measure,  will  this  State  lay  her 
hand  upon,  and  say,  this  too  must  perish?  Your  fishcrica 
cherished  by  protection;  then  the  coasting  trade,  so  inte- 
resting to  the  people,  and  so  endeared  by  this  systi^ni;. af- 
ter that,  the  American  character  of  your  ships,  and  your 
whole  navigation,  protected  so  long,  and  by  so  many 
laws;  then,  your  navy,  the  delight  and  glory  of  the  na- 
tion, protected  with  all  these,  and  protecting  all.  These 
all  must  perish,  under  the  consuming  breath  of  this  foul 
sorceress  of  nullification . 

South  Carolina  now  claims  for  her  slaves  a  condition 
superior  in  pecuniary  productiveness  to  your  own;  and 
this  claim,  when  once  gratified  by  your  base  submission  to 
its  demands,  will  then  call  on  you  to  improve  the  poetical 
condition  of  those  slaves.  Your  law,  apportioning  repre- 
sentation. South  Carolina  will  denounce,  as  inconsisteut 
with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  This  she  will  thtit 
nullify,  and  insert  in  the  statute,  and  compel  you  to  place 
in  the  constitution,  the  full,  in  place  of  the  thrce-ftfths 
parts  of  representation  of  those  slaves. 

South  Carolina — 1  say  the  demagogiics  of  nuUificalion 
in  South  Carolina — will  rule,  or  llity  will,  if  they  can,  se- 
parate these  United  States.  They  will  effect  this  by  nut- 
iificatioh,  or  by  secession,  no  matter  which,  for  these 
modern  Titans  of  disunion  are  both  of  one  flimily,  twins 
in  the  s:\me  traitorous  and  bloody  brotherhood  of  anaichy 
and  war. 

The  spirit  of  disunion  is  in  our  land.  Will  you  propi- 
tiate the  fiend,  by  heaping  his  altar  with  sacrifices;  or 
will  you,  like  men,  valiant  with  pious  patriotism,  resist 
the  odious  denizen  of  darkness,  and  compel  him  to  flee 
from  you?  This  spirit  of  disunion  is  indeed  abroad;  and 
like  the  same  demon  spirit,  in  dragon  form,  seen  by  him  of 
the  Apocalypse,  he  may,  unfolding  his  foul  volume,  sweep 
after  him  •*  one-third  part  of  the  stars  in  our  ]}olilicai 
firmament." 

Which  of  these  stars  are  to  be  Axed,  or  which  plane- 
tary; which  primary  and  central;  or  which  secondary, 
and  mere  satellites;  are  matters  quite  too  high  for  the 
ken  of  mere  Northern  eyesight;  and  nwiai  be  left  for  lUs- 
covery,  to  the  more  powerful  vision  and  brighter  skies  of 
Southern  climes.  For  the  other  States  I  have  no  fears; 
but  may  God  send,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  may  lie  scud 
that  the  laws  of  position  and  movement  among  these  may 
be  ascertained  and  cstabhshcd,  before  they,  now  so  bright 
and  beautifid  stars,  shall  go  down,  and  be  extingui:>hca  in 
a  horizon  of  blood. 


MoN DAT,  January  28. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted   by  Mr.  Aitlk- 
TON  on  Saturday,  coming  up  to-day,  viz. 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  this  House  the  data  by  which,  **  taking 
an.  average  of  the  importations  for  jthc  last  six  years  as  a 
probable  criterion  of  the  ordinary  importations  for  sonic 
years  to  come,  thfc  revenue  from  the  customs  at  the  rates 
of  duty  payable  after  tlic  3d  of  March  next  may  be  esti- 
mated at  eighteen  millions  of  dollars  annually;"  also  to 
communicate  to  the  House  how  far  the  duties  payable 
after  the  3d  day  of  March  next  fall  short  of  or  exceeil 
the  amount  which  would  have  been  payable  had  the  bill, 
transmitted  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  27th  of  April  last,  become  a  law: 
--  Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  it  upon  the  ta- 
ble, but  withdr€^v  his  motion  at  the  request  oi 

Mr.  APFLETON,  who  observed  that,  when  he  had 
been  induced  to  offer  the  resolution,  he  could  make  no 
calculation  from  any  data  in  his  possession  going  to  show 
that  tlie  bill  of  last  year  could  produce  more  than  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars ;  whereas  the  Secretary  had  stated  in 
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liis  report  that  it  would  produce  eighteen  millions.  Hav- 
injf  found  this  difference  in  the  reducing  effect  of  the 
hill,  he  considered  it  due  to  the  Secretary  himself,  and 
to  tlic  House,  that,  if  any  error  had  occurred,  the  House 
might  be  put  in  possession  of  the  means  of  correcting  it. 

Mr.  \VII,DE  moved  to  lay  tlu»  resolution  on  the  table. 

Of»  this  motion  Mr.  APPLETON  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but,  before  they  wcri*  taken,  the  hour  expired, 
and  the  Mouse  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

THE  TARIFF  BHX. 

Mr.  BURGES  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech  he 
commenced  on  Saturday,  (as  given  above.  J 

Mr.  .YOUNG,  of  Connecticut,  next  obtained  the  floor, 
and  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  committee,  but  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived:  Yeas  61,  nays  67. 

lie  then  addressed  tlie  committee;  but,  at  half  past  5 
o'clock,  gave  way  for  a  renewal  of  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Inorrsoll:  this  also  was  negatived :  Yeas  54,  nays  80. 
(I/ights  were  now  introduced  into  the  hall.] 
Mr.  YOUNG  tlicn  said  he  had  intended  to  proceed  to 
other  bnmches  of  tlie  subject,  but,  finding  his  voice  and 
strength  fail  him,  he  should  decline  saying  any  thing 
more.     The  following  are  his  remarks  entire: 

Mr.  YOUNG  said  he  regretted  extremely  that  he  felt 
obliged,  at  this  time,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  discussion, 
and  of  Uie  day,  to  ask  the  further  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee, exhausted,  as  well  as  himself,  by  so  long  continued 
8e.ssion  and  attention;  but  seeing  no  one  ready  to  pro- 
cccdf  as  he  had  hoped,  and  the  calls  for  the  question 
frequent  and  loud,  he  could  not  permit  so  galling  a  stroke 
to  be  given  without  attempting  to  ward  it  off,  though  he 
were  certain  the  attempt  must  prove  utterly  vain. 

He  deemed  it,  he  said,  no  excuse  at  ibis  time,  that  he 
did  not  very  frequently  claim  this  indulgence,  or  that,  at 
this  time  particularly,  he  could  not,  and  would  not,  claim 
it  long;  but  he  had  an  excuse,  he  trusted,  which  should 
be  prevalent,  even  n6w,  and  that  was,  that  this  bill  was 
aiming  a  peculiarly  direct  and  fatal  blow  at  the  prominent 
and  vital  interests  of  that  section  of  country  which  he 
might  be  considered  as  more  particularly  representing — 
a  blow  that  must  fall  as  grievously  upon  it,  probably,  as 
on  any  other  section  of  that  extent,  as  a  body,  within  the 
whole  scope  of  what  must  be  its  wide  and  destructive 
influence. 

The  various  topics,  said  Mr.  Y.,  more  general  in  their 
nature,  but  bearing,  as  every  thing  else  docs,  on  this  great 
and  every  where  reachhig  and  pervading  subject,  lighting 
on  all  and  ever}'  of  our  domestic  and  even  foreign  inte- 
rests and  relations,  have  already  been  extensively,  power- 
fully, and,  he  might  add,  splendidly  exhibited  and  en- 
forced here,  so  as  not  soon  to  be  forgotten,  and  to  leave 
little  room  for  amendment  and  Improvement,  but  carrying 
our  reflections  and  feelings,  insome  part,  above  and  beyond 
the  particular  exciting  cause,  and  leaving  the  bill,  and  its 
direct  and  more  immediate  bearings,  almost  lost  and  un- 
noticed amidst  the  many  opening,  delicate,  and  important 
considerations  it  had  itself  excited. 

My  object  will  therefore  be,  said  Mr.  Y.,  before  it  shall 
pass  from  before  ns,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  bill  itself 
. — its  first  consequences;  noticing,  as  I  go  along,  the  grounds 
on  which  it  has  been  presented  and  defended  here,  and 
inquiring  a  little  why  and  whferefore  it  is  that  this  pro- 
ceeding* which  is  spreading  distrust  and  alarm  through 
all  the  industrious  walks  of  life  in  a  large  portion  of  our 
country,  is,  with  all  its  consequences,  thus  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  thrust  upon  us.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Y.,  who  ho- 
nestly wants  this  bill?  Who  is  even  decently  satisfied  with 
it^  Who  has  risen  here  to  defend  it  except  the  knembers 
of  the  committee  that  reported  it?  None,  save  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cavbbblsiio,]  and  he  was 
not  satisfied  with  the  reasons  given  for  reporting  it. 


Members  here,  who,  from  their  position,  are  looked  to 
vote  for  it,  as  far  as  their  sentiments  and  feelings  can  bo 
read  from  incidental  expressions  of  word  or  countenance^ 
approach  it  as  an  irksome  task  they  know  not  how  to 
avoid,  and  anxiously  inquire  if  it  cannot  be  borne^<*  hope 
it  may  not  prove  as  bad  as  it  is  feared." 

•  The  very  resolutions  presented  here  in  favor  of  reduc* 
tion,  and  now  on  yftur  table,  though  they  count  on  the 
bill  in  their  preambles,  take  special  care»  as  will  be  seen 
on  examination,  not  to  recommend  it,  or  hazard  a  defi- 
nite opinion  upon  it  in  the  resolution^  themselves.  Even 
partisan  presses,  that  must  speak  in  its  favor,  do  it  with, 
that  unwilling  grace  and  such  faint  praise  as  speaks  their 
disapprobation. 

I  did,  sir,  to  be  sure — the  significancy  of  which  the 
committee  can  judge  of  as  well  as  I — hear  a  ccrtidn  honora- 
jjlc  gentleman  over  the  way  [Mr.  Hofvmaw]-  say  to  an  ho- 
norable gentleman  on  this  sicle  [Mr.  Adanh]  that  he  [Mr. 
H.]  heartl  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  say  he  was  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  provided  some  amendments  could  bo 
made  to  it,  and  this  in  something  of  a  confidential  way,  it 
would  seem,  for  he  [Mr.  U.]  was  opposing  the  call  on 
the  Secretary  to  communicate  his  views  on  the  subject 
publicly  to  the  House.  The  committee  also  may  remem- 
ber that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mi:. 
Wilde,]  in  that  part  of  his  speech  the  othef  night,  \^hicifc 
he  himself  called,  not  a  lecture,  but  an  exhortation,  for 
the  special  ears  of  certain  members  here,  spent  some  fif- 
teen or  twenty  minutes  in  attempting  to  prove  that  the 
Vice  President  elect  was  in  favor  of  tjiis  bill,  principally 
from  the  fact,  as  I  understood  it,  that  he  had  not  written, 
utterefl,  or  published  one  single  word  about  it  one  way 
or  the  other,  so  as  that  the  public  should  know  of  it.  I 
shall,  however,  leave  these  more  recondite  indications  to- 
wards this  bill 'to  those  better  initiated.  Dut  who,  sir, 
here  or  any  where  else,  comes  forward  frankly,  candidly, 
decidedly,  and  boldly,  to  advocate  and  defend  this  mea- 
sure as  right,  and  just,  and  honorable;  as  calculated  to 
make  our  country  industrious,  prosperous,  glorious,  and 
happy?  And  this  is  the  alarming  feature  in  our  case,  that 
tliis  bill,  which  seems  to  stand  shunned  and  alone,  with- 
out comeliness  or  merit  in  itself  to  command  respect  in 
the  eyes  of  any,  like  some  unshapen  and  unnatural  birth 
which  none  but  its  parents  can  have  aflection  for,  and 
even  they  can  have  no  pleasure  in,  has  any  chance  of  suc- 
cess, and  may  triumph  over  us,  fur  reasons  foreign  to  its 
merits,  and  by  means  and  influences  unseen  and  un- 
known. 

But,  sir,  I  will  come  to  the  arguments  in  which  the 
committee  themselves  commiend  this  bill  to  our  considera- 
tion, resolving  themselves  principally  into  these  two  po- 
sitions: that  the  revenue  must,  at  all  events,  be  reduced- 
six  mijiions,  and  that  the  enormous  profits  of  our  manu- 
facturers render  the  task  justifiable  and  easy.  As  to  the 
revenue,  I  shall  make  but  a  few  observations.  I  know- 
not  whjr  it  is,  sir,  but  the  great  point  of  caution  on 
this  subject,  if  we  measure  the  tendency  of  what  is  said» 
seems  to  be,  not  so  much  lest  the  revenue  shall  fall  below 
the  amount  aimed  at,  as  that  it  should  not,  at  any  event, 
go  above  it,  by  which  millions  may  be  sacrificed  on  the 
doubtful  space. 

There  seems,  somehow  or  other,  to  exist  a  secr^tt 
dread  of  any  surplus  in  the  treasury  of  a  dollar,  for  ft 
day,  as  if  the  whole  body  politic  would  be  distressed  by 
it;  as  if  some  new  principle,  sympathy,  or  tendency,  baa 
been  discovered  in  the  nature  of  our  Government,  per- 
vading our  whole  political  system,  desiring  a  vacuum,  as 
much  as  nature  abhors  it.  But  tlie  exposition  of  roy  ho« 
norable  colleague,  [Mr.  Ivgkrsoll,]  so  clearly  given  UB 
the  other  day,  must  satisfy  us  fully,  I  think,  that  we  are 
in  no  danger  of  any  collapse  or  explosion  from  this  source 
for  some  years  yet  to  come .  And  if  we  coippare  the  facta 
and  arguments  suggested  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
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from  Masatehiiietts,  [Mr.  Applitok,]  and  the  seTeral 
reports*  statements,  and  tables  issued  jfrom  the  treasury 
itself,  during  the  agitation  of  this  subject  last  year  and 
this,  the  more  doubtful  question  may  be  found  to  be, 
whether  the  revenue  is  not  already  reduced  sufficiently 
low  for  caution,  by  the  act  of  1832,  and,  indeed,  whe- 
ther it  will  not  reduce  it  as  low,  or  lower  than  the  bill 
from  the  treasury  last  year,  or  this  from  the  committee 
now  under  consideration.  At  any  rate,  there  appears  to 
be  none  but  doubtful  ground  on  which  thus  to  hazard  the 
great  interests  of  our  country,  and  that  supported  by  cal- 
culations from  former  acts,  and  a  state  of  things  which 
the  very  passage  of  this  bill  must  wholly  change  and  take 
away.  Bu^,  sir,  it  was  not,  as  I  said,  my  intention  to  say 
much  on  this  branch  of  the  committee*iB  justification. 
I  come  to  the  other,  viz.  the  vast  profits  of  manufacturers; 
a  subject  with  which  I  am  much  better  acquainted,  botlw 
from  observation  and  experience,  and  can  **  speak  what 
I  do  know"  is  their  ca.se,  in  the  present  state  or  things,  ia 
grounds  for  judging  what  it  must  be  on  a  change  of  thcni. 

I  observed,  in  the  beginning,  that  the  effects  of  this 
bill  must  fall  most  grievously  on  that  portion  of  country 
whose  interests  I  am  best  acquainted  with,  and  more  par- 
ticularly represent  here.  For  your  legislation,  and  the 
various  advahtages  and  disadvantages  which  nature  has 
bestowed  upon  us,  and  our  situation  made  us  heir  to,  have 
planted  these  manufacturing  establishments  in  our  very 
midst,  and  they  have  taken  root,  and  become  a  part  of 
the  reality>  a  part  of  the  country  itself— not  collected  in 
crowded  towns,  as  in  other  countries^  but  scattered  pro- 
raiscaously  amidst  our  hills  and  valleys,  our  agricultural 
and  other  interests  and  pursuits,  too  thinly  to  fall  in  amass 
by  themselves,  and  too  thickly  to  leave  any  interest  or 
concern  uninvolved  in  their  fall.  A  radii  of  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles  about  me  may  encompass  fifty  or  sixty  of 
these  manufactories,  embracing  some  seventy-five  or  a 
hundred  thousand  spindles,  costing,  of  hard  earnings, 
with  the  powers,  fixtures,  preparation,  (as  it  is  called,} 
and  other  machinery  to  complete  the  fabric,  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  dollars  for  each  spindle,  and  amounting,  in  all, 
to  between  one  and  a  half  and  two  millions  of  dollars;  all 
of  which,  beside  the  effect  on  the  various  interwoven  and 
dependent  interests,  must  be  sunk  in  value  a  greater  per 
centum  than  the  duties  you  take  off  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Sir,  the  cheerful  sounds  of  the  bells  of  some  of  these 
pass  over  me  daily;  and  some  of  their  operations,  and 
movements  connected  with  them,  come  almost  hourly 
within  my  observation.  I,  too,  am  a  manufacturer,  and 
have  the  pride  and  the  pleasure  (and  the  pain,  too,  in 
these  times)  of  associating  with  them,  and  knowing  their 
hopes  and  fears,  their  risks  and  realities,  their  calcula- 
tions and  disappointments,  and  can  calculate  for  the  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Polk]  (much  more  accurately,  I  think,  than 
some  of  those  whose  statements  or  conjectures  he  read, 
must  have  done,)  the  speed  of  the  wheel,  the  turns  of 
the  roller,  the  beats  of  the  lathe  per  minute  or  yard;  ne- 
ceaoary  to  produce  a  g^ven  result,  to  the  hundredth  part 
of  a  cent,  all  things  moving  up  to  the  calculation:  (which 
does  Dot,  however,  too  often  happen  with  us:)  for,  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  manufacturers,  with  us,  have  long 
iinoe  ceased  to  deal  much  in  the  items  df  their  gain  with 
whole  numbers,  they  are  glad  to  find  them  in  decimals; 
but  if  this  bill  passes,  they  may  seek  them  in  fluxions  and 
logarithms,  and  seek  them  in  vain. 

And,  sir,  I  can  inform  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Poik]  that 
there  is  nothing  at  all  in  all  this  noise  about  twenty,  thir- 
ty, and  forty  per  cent,  profit  which  he  has  argued  upon; 
which  he  might  have  satisfied  himself  of  by  looking  fur- 
ther into,  and  comparing  these  returns,  especially  a  very 
full  and  able  one  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  the  cra- 
dle and  centre  of  this  business-    Competition  has  long 


since  brought  all  such  hopes  to  the  ground.  The  great 
struggle  is  more  for  existence  than  profit — for  protection, 
strict^  speaking,  than  conquest;  and  all  these  vain  and 
vag^e  representations  have  become,  amongpit  manufactur- 
ers themselves,  mere  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit;  and, 
when  brought  in  here  to  have  effect  against  them,  are  not 
only  tantafizing,  but  substantially  injunous  and  unjust. 
There  may  be  some  few  cases  in  the  country,  of  manufac- 
turing capital,  which,  from  incidental  circumstances  in 
trade,  or  the  appreciation  of  real  estate  connected  with  if, 
may  escape  these  general  assertions;  hot  it  is  all  true  as  it 
respects  manufacturing  capital  merely.  I  refer  to  cottons 
and  wooltens  more  particularly.  So  much  for  these  gien- 
eral  and  round  number  statements  of  profits. 

But  I  will  come  to  some  propositions  of  a  more  tangi- 
ble form.  The  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Polk]  (for  the 
committee  still,  I  suppose)  read  with  approbation,  «n^, 
as  a  concession  from  manufacturers  themselves,  en  which 
to  vindicate  the  protective  principles  of  the  bill,  heTd  out 
tons  this  proposition:  that  a  clear  protection  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  fully  collected,  would  sustain  the  manufac- 
tories of  the  countr)';  and  this  is  probably  the  lowest  that 
any  experienced  man,  manufacturer  or  other,  has  ever 
dared  to  suggest.  Yes,  sir,  twenty-five  per  cent,  clear 
protection.  Let  us  compare  this  M'tth  the  bill.  In  the 
bill,  cottons  and  wootlens,  generally  ampunting  to  ene- 
third  of  all  our  dutiable  importations,  with  many  other  ar- 
ticles particularly  needing  protection,  increasing  the 
amount  to  more  than  one-half  our  importations,  are  put 
down  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Five  per  cent- 
below  the  proposition.  Five  per  cent,  may  not  sound 
much,  when  read  or  spoken  here,  but  it  may  to  those 
who  diall  feel  the  want  of  it.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  one-fifth  be- 
low the  standard  of  protection  proposed,  and  one-fourth  of 
all  the  protection  left  for  these  articles  in  the  biU.  Again: 
wool  and  woollen  yarns,  which  it  has  been  a  g^eat  object  to 
protect,  are  put  down  at  15  per  cent.— 10  per  cent.  off. 
Cotton  yams,  now  a  vast  item  in  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  world,  and  some  other  articles,  are  put  down 
at  ten  per  cent. — fiAeen  per  cent.  off.  And  coarse  wool- 
lens and  blankets,  the  importations  of  which  amount  to 
something  like  a  million  of  dollars  a  year,  are  put  down  at 
five  per  cent. — twenty  per  cent,  off,  and  below  this  stand- 
ard of  effectual  protection.  Now,  if  we  averagfe  these 
four  items  of  per  cents,  on  the  whole  mass  of  these  roost 
important  and  most  exposed  branches  of  manufactures, 
shall  we  find  an  average  of  nM>re  than  from  twelve  or  fif- 
teen per  cent.  ?  Something  like  one-half  below  the  low- 
est point  of  protection  proposed.  But  this  is  not  all .  The 
proposition  contemplates  twenty-five  per  cent,  clear  pro- 
tection. Those  acquainted  with  the  operation  of  ad  va- 
lorem duties,  where  the  person  who  pays  the  duties  fixes 
the  valuation  on  which  he  pays,  and  especially  on  these 
articles,  varying  almost  imperceptibly,  ag^ee  that  the  no- 
minal amount  can  never  be  fully  collected.  Some  expe- 
rienced men,  as  I  understand,  employed  in  the  offices, 
believe  that  not  more  than  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the 
exact  duties  are  generally  realized.  And  manufacturers, 
generally,  would  gladly,  especially  in  these  articles,  com- 
pound a  whole  ad  valorem  duty  for  two-thirds  of  it  in 
specific  form.  Now,  take  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the 
ad  valorem  duties^ belonging  to  these  articles,  as  be- 
fore stated,  and  how  much  clear  effectual  protection  have 
theylef\? 

But  it  seems,  in  the  next  place,  that  something  more 
than  a  general  impression  was  intended  to  be  made,  by 
this  representation  of  high  profits-^something^  like  a  pro- 
position that,  as  the  pronts  were  20,  SO,  and,  m  one  case, 
40  per  cent.,  I  think,  this  amount,  or  at  least  witbin  five 
or  six  per  cent,  of  it,  may  be  taken  from  the  duties,  and 
have  a  decent  interest ^or  profit  then.  It  will,  however, 
be  seen  by  examination,  that,  by  the  act  of  1832,  and  this 
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act,  both  of  which  are  to  take  effect  together  on  the  4th 
of  March  next,  the  amount  of  reduction  is  from  20  to  28 
per  cent,  more  than  the  highest  profit  named,  leaving  the 
protection  minus,  and  the  profits  minus,  to  that  amount 
on  that  calculation. 

But  the  gentleman  admitted,  at  the  same  time,  that,  as 
to  many  articles,  duties  were  merely  nominal,  the  goods 
being  afforded  in  our  markets  by  our  own  manufacturers 
as  low  as  they  were  in  any  other  place,  or  could  be  from 
any  other  source  {  making  out,  if  these  statements  are 
true,  another  proposition,  that  we  are  now  actually  manu- 
facturing, in  this  country,  20,  30,  and  40  per  cent,  lower 
than  all  the  rest  of  the  world  beside;  the  English,  in  their 
present  pressed  state,  not  excepted.  But  if  such  propo- 
sitions and  such  suggestions  are  to  have  influence  here, 
it  is  useless  to  argue  on  the  tariff  or  any  other  subject: 
for  all  kinds  of  protection  and  all  security  are  lost,  and  as 
nothing. 

But,  besides  these  vague  ideas  of  great  profits,  there  is 
another  impression  here  and  abroad,  something  to  our 
credit,  to  be  sure,  but  very  much  to  our  disadvantage; 
and  that  is,  that  the  manufacturers  (the  Yankees,  espe- 
cially) will  live  and  get  along  somehow  or  other,  do  what 
you  may  with  them;  sink  them  as  deep  as  you  will,  they 
will  come  up4igain,  and  right  side  up;  and  that  the  coun- 
try will  not  lose  the  benefits  they  now  receive  from  them, 
but  rather  gjain  by  their  quickened  exertion  and  econo- 
my. But,  sir,  there  is  a  limit  to  all  possibilities.  They 
have  never  yet,  amidst  all  their  discoveries,  found  out 
how  to  make  an  honest  profit  out  of  a  losing  business.  It 
may  not  be  for  the  interest  of  those  who  feed  on  these 
calculations,  to  sink  us  too  low  at  once.  There  is  a  depth, 
it  is  said,  from  whence  nothing  rises  again;  from  whence 
the  vexed  and  dying  whale  returns  no  more,  and  Is  lost  to 
its  pursuers. 

The  spirit  referred  to  may,  indeed,  survive,  and,  I 
might  almost  say,  do  what  you  may,  will  survive  and 
flourish  in  some  shape  or  other,  "  while  life  and  breath, 
and  being  last"  with  us.  But  is  it  nothing  that  one  gene- 
ration of  active  men,  in  branches  of  business  of  great  na- 
tional concern,  and  all  their  honest  and  hard  earnings, 
shall  be  sacrificed  and  swept  from  the  common  stock,  in 
a  rash  adventure  to  attest  their  spirit?  It  will  make  a  full 
experiment,  I  agree:  for,  if  any  thing  Government  can 
do  with  duties,  merely,  will  destroy  them,  this  will. 
Judging^  of  the  present  progress  of  things  from  the  past, 
manufacturers,  at  no  distant  point  of  time,  arriving  at  it 
by  gentle  descent,  as  circumstances  gradually  incline  and 
experience  directs,  may  much  better  sustain  themselves 
without  any  protection  from  duties  or  Government,  than 
they  can  now  stand  this  vast  descent  all  at  once.  Let  it 
be  remembered,  the  country  is  yet  actin?  and  manufac- 
turing under  the  act  of  1828.  By  the  bill  of  1832,  and 
the  present  bill,  the  reduction  under  both  takes  effect  on 
the  4th  of  March  next,  thirty-four  or  thirty  five  days  from 
this,  and  probably  not  five  from  the  time  this  bill  shall 

£ass,  if  it  does  pass.  The  duties  on  cotton  goods,  by  the 
iws  under  which  we  are  now  operating,  are  from  .25  per 
cent,  up  to  virtual  prohibition.  The  average  on  actual 
importations  is  37^  per  cent.,  and  the  actual  importations 
under  that  average  more  than  sixteen  millions,  now  to  be 
put  down,  part  to  20,  and  part  to  10  per  cent.  The  ave- 
rage of  nominal  duties  on  woollens  has  been  reckoned  at 
88  per  cent.,  and  the  annual  importations  over  thirteen 
millions  annually,  now  to  be  put  down  at  20,  15,  and  5 
per  cent. — a  reduction  of  68  to  83  per  cent.,  according 
to  the  tables  furnished  us;  and,  taking  both  cotton  and 
woollens  together,  including  the  necessary  effects  of  the 
near  approach,  in  some  parts,  to  prohibition,  the  actual 
effect  on  our  trade,  and  the  actual  effectual  reduction, 
from  present  protection,  cannot  be  calculated  at  less  than 
50  or  60  per  cent.,  at  one  leap,  at  ten  days'  notice. 
Sir,  whether  our  manufactories  have  been  fostered  in 


hotbeds,  as  it  is  said,  or  whether  they  have  grown  up  in 
native  healthy  soil;  whether  their  protection  is  now  ex-* 
travagant,  artificial,  or  otherwise,  makes  not  much  differ- 
ence in  the  present  question.  No  manufiicturer,  no 
trade,  no  regular  extensive  business,  in  any  situation,  in 
this  or  any  other  country,  can  stand  so  great  a  change — 
such  a  shock. 

Sir,  it  will  sensibly  change  the  relative  situation,  inte- 
rests, and  prospects  of  the  great  body  of  the  producing, 
business  population  of  the  country,  and  influence,  more  or 
less,  the  opei^tions  of  the  whole  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial world.  Nothing  so  derangpng,  so  radical,  so  re- 
volutionary, so  much  like  retribution  to  forfeiture,  has 
been  attempted  since  the  Rump  Parliament,  or  the  Coun- 
cil of  Five  Hundred,  and  not  even  then.  For,  in  the 
most  frenzied  part  of  the  French  revolution,  though  the 
torrent  was  turned  upon  the  King  and  dignitaries,  and 
their  titles  and  estates  overthrown  together — even  these 
wild  times  were  too  considerate  to  meditate  such  a  blow, 
and  dared  not  touch,  so  materially,  the  interests,  stand- 
ing, and  estates  of  the  common  citizen,  or  so  derange  the  , 
natuiiU  movement  of  the  great  body  of  the  busine^  pro- 
ducing population  of  the  country. 

Sir,  when  this  bill  first  went  forth  amongst  the  people 
more  particularly  interested  in,  and  acquainted  with,  the 
operations  of  these  things,  they  were  struck  with  aston- 
ishment. They  could  not-  believe  their  eyes,  their  ears, 
or  trust  the  common  interpretation  of  their  native  lan- 
guage. They  could  not  realize  that  such  a  proposition 
could  be  presented,  much  less  seriously  advocated  and 
pressed  here;  and  turned  instinctively  to  each  other,  with 
inquiring  look,  as  when  some  unaccountable  act  of  a  fa- 
ther ^or  guardian  first  suggests  the  possibility  of  some 
mental  aberration;  and  all,  with  one  accord,  anxiously 
compare,  weigh,  and  scrutinize  each  act,  and  look,  and 
expression,  and  cannot  be  satisfied  till  some  decisive 
movement,  with  the  deadly  weapon,  settles  the  unhappy 
question. 

But,  sir,  there  was  another  idea  suggested  by  the  com- 
mittee, which,  I  have  no  doubt,  has  been  a  serious  ques- 
tion with  some  not  so  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, on  which  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words.  It  is  oAen 
inquired,  if  the  American  manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell 
his  gfoods  as  cheap  at  home  as  the  same  kinds  are  selling 
in  any  market,  and  can  actually  compete  with  his  rivals 
in  the  markets  abroad,  why  does  he  want  protection  >  I 
will  g^ve  my  own  solution  of  this  question,  first  inquiring 
why  any  one,  if  that  be  the  case,  should  desire  to  with- 
hold what  those  particularly  interested  consider  as  their 
safety  and  protection.  The  force  of  the  suggestion  runs 
back  to  the  question  of  our  ability  to  compete  with  fo- 
reigfn  manufacturers,  supposing  no  duties  and  no  protec- 
tion to  exist;  but  the  question,  in  connexion  with  the  pre- 
sent discussion,  is,  whether  we  can  compete  with  them 
under  the  duties  proposed  in  the  bill?  And  the  true  bear- 
ings of  tliis  question  will  be  better  seen  and  understood 
b^  stating  it  in  another  form:  Who  will  stand  the  best 
chance  to  command  and  occupy  our  markets  with  their 
manufactures,  supposing  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
shall  be  placed,  under  the  operations  of  this  bill?  For 
those  manu&cturers  who  shall  do  this,  will,  of  course,  be 
sustained,  and  those  which  shall  be  driven  from  the  mar- 
ket must,  of  course,  cease;  and  whatever  portion  of  it, 
more  or  less,  is  thus  taken  away,  the  capital  and  labor  de- 
pending on  that  portion,  thus  taken  away,  must  be  sacri- 
ficed, and  the  owners  ruined,  though  some  portion  of  the 
contested  market  should  be  retained,  and  though  some 
capital,  afler  a  desperate  struggle  and  partial  loss,  should 
not  be  utterly  abandoned. 

There  are  circumstances  existing  in  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  the  two  contending  countries,  continually  setting 
against  us,  which  we  have  nothing  to  counterbalance, 
more  than  sufficient  to  overcome  the  eflect  of  the  duties 
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proposed,  and  leaving  the  probabilities  for  our  retaining 
the  market,  or  any  great  portion  of  it,  altogetlier  against 
us.  And  I  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  committer  par- 
ticularly to  these  considerations,  not  merely  as  bearing  on 
the  point  in  question,  but  as  considerations  on  which  the 
necessity  of  protection  turns,  and,  it  may  be,  the  fate  of 
our  manufacturers  depends. 

There  is  an  indistinct  idea  in  the  minds  of  many,  arising 
from  distance,  or  something  else,  that  we  have,  here,  at 
home,  in  our  own  markets,  a  decided  advantage  over 
others,  aside  from  the  protection  afforded  by  duties. 

Such  might  have  been,  formerly,  in  some  mea.sure,  the 
case  between  nations;  but,  in  the  present  regular  facili- 
ties for  transportation  and  free  intercourse,  there  is  littl^ 
of  it  left,  as  applicable  to  this  question.  Cannot  the  Eng 
lisli  manufacturer  put  his  goods  on  board  at  as  little  ex 
nensc  as  the  American?  The  difference  of  freight  and 
insurance  from  Liverpool  and  from  our  manufactories,  to 
the  various  markets  in  the  United  States,  is  but  small,  if 
any  thing;  and  when  the  goods  are  on  shore,  and  in  mar- 
ket, commissions,  risks,  and  credits,  cooperage,  advertis 
ing,  and  all  charges  and  facilities,  are  alike  to  both.  The 
English  manufacturer  and  merchant  have,  therefore,  to  all 
practical  purposes,  the  same  advantage  and  facilities  as  if 
they  were  joined  to  us,  and  a  part  'of  our  own  nation  and 
country,  except  these  duties,  averaging,  as  we  have  be 
fore  seen,  on  cotton  and  woollen  goods  particularly,  but 
one-half  or  two-thirds  of  even  the  twenty  per  cent.,  and 
that  part  liable  to  a  very  considerable  reduction  for  imper 
feet  collections. 

Now,  let  us  see  the  state  of  things  which  these  duties 
must  stand  against,  to  afford  us  the  protection  expected 
from  then™.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  universally  acknowledged 
principle  in  business,  that  markets  are  gained  and  occu- 
pied, in  a  great  measure,  in  proportion  to  the  capital  em- 
ployed and  bearing  upon  them;  the  effect  heightened, 
however,  according  to  the  depression  of  the  capital  and 
labor,  compared  with  those  with  which  thev  compete. 
And  we  are  all  aware  of  the  suffering  depression  of  Eng- 
lish labor — of  the  vast  superiority,  in  amount,  of  their  ca- 
pital employed  in  manufacturing,  and  its  present  unparal- 
lelcd  reduction  in  value,  to  a  total  loss  and  annihilation  of 
one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  ofiginal;  and  that  capital  in- 
vested in  machinery,  and  unconvertible  into  any  thing  else, 
must  and  will  be  used,  while  there  is  any  hope  of  profit, 
let  it  be  ever  so  small . 

To  realize  our  position,  then,  in  this  controversy,  sup- 
pose England  and  all  her  colonies  (as  her  opportunities 
with  us  will  be  much  the  same,  as  we  have  seen)  actually 
lay  contiguous  alongside  our  shores,  from  New  York 
either  way,  and  the  manufacturers  of  each  had  promis- 
cuous and  free  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  each  other, 
and  no  duties  in  the  way,  does  any  one  doubt  that  the 
English  capital  would  obtain  a  large  portion  of  our  mar- 
ket? Nay,  would  it  not  sweep  the  whole  of  it,  till  our 
capital  and  our  labor  were  pressed  down  as  low  as  theirs? 
Every  one  must  see  that  there  is  here  a  bsklance  of  pres- 
sure against  us,  that  must  have  a  substantive  effect  in  over- 
coming our  protection  from  duties. 

But  suppose,  again,  England  thus  alongside  of  us,  and 
permitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  our  markets,  and  we  ex- 
cluded from  theirs;  we  are  thus,  like  one  prohibited  a  fair 
field,  confined  to  an  artificial  mark,  with  one  hand  tied 
b^iind  him,  and,  with  comparative  youth  and  inexperi- 
ence, turned  out  by  our  Government,  to  fight  and  grap- 
ple with  overgrown  and  desperate  cipilal  and  labor, 
thua  free  and  unrestrained,  let  loose  upon  us.  And  this 
one  disadvantage,  also,  must  have  its  effect  to  weaken 
our  feeble  barrier  of  protection,  and  turn  the  scale 
against  us. 

But,  beside  this,  our  duties,  and  they  only*  have  also 
to  withstand  the  dlfi'erent  rates  of  interest  in  the  two 
coimtries;  the  fluctuations  of  trade  and  prices;  the  charm  1 


of  foreign  style  and  fashion;  the  vast  superiority  in  quan- 
tity, for  selection,  for  variety,  or  assignable  amounts;  the 
adventures  of  speculators,  and  the  policy  of  making  our 
markets  the  auction -house  for  all  risks  and  forced  sales  of 
stale  stocks,  or  scattering  remains  that  might  clog  or  sur- 
charge their  more  favorite  markets,  and  a  thousand  other 
incidents  in  the  state  of  trade  and  manufactures,  every 
day  occurring  and  operating  on  some  article,  or  on  the 
whole  mass,  more  or  less,  one  of  which  at  times  may  over- 
balance a  part  or  the  whole  of  our  average  of  duties,  and 
often  more  than  that,  as  the  state  of  trade  now  sho-ws^  all 
of  which  causes  must  exist  and  operate- till  we  are  equal 
in  capital,  in  the  quantity  of  goods  in  market,  in  general 
business,  in  the  arts  of  finish  and  display;  and  all  are  de- 
pressed and  oppressed  to  an  equal  scale.  Sir,  for  one, 
I  fear  our  small  and  imperfectly  collected  ad  valorem 
duties  cannot  protect  us  against  all  this. 

But  again:  Suppose  the  duties  on  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  particularly,  of  twenty,  fifteen,  ten,  and  five  per 
cent,  after  suital^le  deduction  in  collection,  shall  be  actu- 
ally added  to  the  price  of  the  imported  article,  over  and 
above  what  it  would  be  without  these  duties,  and  over 
and  above  the  exact  intrinsic  value,  (if  there  is  any  way 
to  determine  it,)  compared  with  our  own  manufactures, 
and  they  are  thus  found  in  all  our  cities,  and  exhibited^o 
all  the  various  classes  of  purchasers  that  promiscuously 
throng  our  markets,  and  cater  for  the  consumption  of  the 
country;  cotton  goods,  ranging  in  all  the  possible  grades 
and  shades  of  prices,  from  five  to  one  hundred  cents,  and 
woollens  from  twenty  to  one  thousand  cents,  with  all  the 
varieties  at  the  same  prices;  considering  also  the  different 
qualities  of  their  stock,  the  degrees  of  perfection  of  ma- 
nufacture, and  their  various  style  and  finish,  who  can 
judge  of  their  intrinsic  or  even  market  value,  within  the 
amount  of  the  whole  or  a  considerable  portion  of  these 
duties? 

I  understand  the  most  experienced  merchants  and  ma- 
nufacturers seldom  agree  so  near  in  opinion,  and  that  the 
most  accustomed  inspectors,  when  deciding  on  the  value 
on  which  to  assess  the  duty,  are  wont  to  difTer  to  a  greater 
amount  than  this,  afler  a  careful  and  deliberate  inspec- 
tion and  consideration.  And  when  we  add  to  this  all  those 
varieties  of  color  and  hue,  form  and  fashion,  Which  give  a 
first  impression,  and  combine  in  goods  to  give  the  salea- 
ble value,  if  not  the  real;  and  when  we  consider  the  va- 
riety of  taste  in  first  purchasers,  and  their  reference  to 
that  of  those  of  their  customers,  and  the  various  incidents 
of  opportunity,  convenience,  and  inclination,  both  of  sell- 
ers and  purchasers,  that  may  be  brought  to  bear  on  these 
infinite  varieties,  and  effect  the  cliance  of  sale,  and,  of 
course,  consumption,  your  duties  and  their  protection  are 
lost  in  the  bustle;  and  the  public,  in  more  than  one  way, 
have  lost  the  duties,  and  the  American  manufacturer  has 
lost  his  market,  or  a  larg^  portion  of  it,  and  must  retire 
exhausted  from  the  6eld. 

This  state  of  things  has  been  strikingly  exemplificxl  in 
the  recent  contest  between  the  English  and  American 
calico  printers  along  tlie  lines  where  the  effect  of  our 
minimum  protection  begins  to  cease.  For  four  or  five 
years  the  English  manufacturer  kept  possession  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  our  market,  and  contested  the  rest, 
inch  by  inch,  with  an  article  acknowledged  intrinsically 
inferior  to  our  own.  A  mere  trifle  woukl  have  turned 
the  scale,  and  .sometimes  seemed  to  have  done  it.  New 
recruits,  of  various  forms  and  style,  were  brought  in,  and 
sometimes  one  spot  or  point  was  gained  or  retaken,  and 
sometimes  another;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  English  prints 
seemed  to  be  retiring,  to  wait  the  events  of  negotiations 
or  a  favorable  change  of  things.  And,  sir,  if  this  bill 
pas.ses,  it  will  be  the  protocol  by  which,  like  the.  King  of 
Holland,  wc  shall  be  compelled,  for  the  benefit  of  others, 
to  give  up  the  citadel. 

But,  sir,  there  was  one  part  of  the  question  I  had  al- 
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most  furgolttfn:  I  allude  to  that  arising  out  of  our  success 
in  foreign  markets. 

The  mystery  about  it  is  simply  this:   Wlicrc  the  English 
manufacturer  commands  and  controls  a  market,  without 
domestic  competition  in  the  way,  he  will  not  glut  Iiis  own 
market  to  reduce  the  prices  he  can  regularly  obtain;  and 
thus  the  prices  there  are  higher  than  in  tlie  contested 
markets;  and  when  we  interfere  with  them  but  slightly, 
with  our  irregular  and  occasional  shipments,  we  traffic,  un- 
molested, undertheir  standard  of  prices;  but  were  we  mate- 
rially to  aflect  the  supply  of  sucli  market,.it  would  become, 
at  once,  like  other  disputed  markets,  to  be  contested  by  re- 
duced prices,  and  become  the  prize*  of  those  who  possess 
tiie  power  to  sacrifice  the  most  and  hold  out  longest.  And 
by  giving  an  advantage  to  others,  and  weakening  and 
worrying  out  our  present  struggling  competition,  we  may 
have  the  benefits  again  of  a  foreign  standard  and  prices 
in  an  uncontested  market  in  our  own  country.     'I'here  is 
another  impression  which,  from  these  arguments  and  ob- 
servations, would  seem,  with  sonic,  to  have  consideration 
ill  calculating  the  consequences  tliat  may  befall  our  ma- 
nufactures, viz.  that  the  eflects  of  our  legislation  arc  not 
so  direct,  immediate,  and  extensive,  as  is  generally  be- 
lieved; and  that  distance,  local  markets,  and  many  other 
c'uxumstances  come  in,  materially  to  check  and  eqttalize 
these  effecU.     IJut,  /ir,  in  these  times  of  improvement 
and  adventure,  our  whole  market,  with  that  of  the  world, 
to  a  great  extent,  is  like  one  great  boily  of  fluid,  where 
any  variation  in  height  affects  the  pressure  on  all  the 
fountains   that   fc^d   it,   and    an  addition  or  diminution 
finds  a  level  with  the  rest  as  soon  as  the  laws  of  nature 
can  act,  and  any  commotion  or  disturbance  of  it  runs  like 
circling  waves  over  the  whole,  and  into  all  the  sinuosities 
of  the  branches  knd  bavs  connected  with  it.     Let  us  think 
of  it  as  we  may,  in  heated  or  cold  debate  here,  the  effects 
of  the  passage  of  a  law,  on  this  subject  particularly,  and 
often  the  mere  proposal  of  one,  to  some  extent,  touches, 
as  rapidly  iis  news  can  fly,  every  town,  village,  manu- 
factory, and  workshop,  to  the  extremity  of  the  Union; 
and,  tlirough  the  whole  line,  as  by  a  stroke  of  electricity, 
benumbs  the  arm  and  uhclinches  the  hand  of  industi'y; 
and  ihc  wheel  stands  still  and  the  water  runs  by,  and  the 
owner,  if  a  capitalist,  has  lost  so  much  capital,  according 
to  the  sliock,  and  the  ordinary  manufacturer,  perhaps, 
his  whole  estate;  the  former  probably  buys  out  the  latter 
at  the  sacrifice,  and,  at  length,  at  the  approach  of  beUer 
times,  the  weaker  is  serving  the  stronger  in  the  same  es- 
tablishment, at  a  correspondent  reduction  of  prices. 

There  is  much  said,  in  these  times,  about  making  the 
rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer;  the  true  mode  is  disco- 
vered— disturb^  effectually,  the  industry  of  the  country. 
While  industry  is  regularly  sustained,  money  finds  em- 
ployment through  the  medium  of  labor,  in  its  disturbed 
stiitc,  on  the  fragments  of  its  former  acquisitions.     And 
thus  your  moneyed  men,  as  Ihcy  are  called,  arc  made 
mere  men  of  money  without  the  intervention  of  labor, 
and,  like  wreckers  on  dangerous  shores,  have  the  best 
btisiiiess  in  the  most  disastrous  and  distressing  times;  and, 
though  even  it  may  be  a  favor  to  the  owner  of  a  stranded 
c»r>50  or  a  wrecked  fortune  to  pay  salvage  or  bear  the  sa- 
crifice rather  than  lose  the  whole,  it  is  no  compliment  to 
the  times  or  to  the  cause  which  makes  this  business  or 
this  class  of  men  useful  or  necessary.     But  permit  me  in 
this   place,  sii-^  for  a  moment,  to  inquire  who  and  what 
sort  o^  nien  tliese  arc  who  are  thus  to  suffer  when  these 
times  come  on.     I  know  they  have  been  familiarly  called 
here,  C"^^  ^^  much  of  late,  I  think,)  robbers,  plunderers, 
and  sordid  capitalists,  and  seem  to  be  looked  upon  by 
some  as  monstcre  or  hydras,  preying  upon  the  vitals  of 
the  public.     Sir,  1  believe  they  are  much  like  other  men 
ill  other  business,  except  that  they  are  born  to  more  care, 
perplexity,  and  dependence  on  the  whims  and  feelings  of 
others.     They  are  generally  (and  1  do  not  know  that  they 


are  made  worse  by  the  change)  made  out  of  your  farmers 
and  mechanics  who  have  not  sought  to  flee  from  regidar  in- 
dubtry,  and  have  inclined  to  abide  in  tlie  land  of  their  na- 
tivity. Sometimes  they  arc  made  from  your  merchants 
and  seafaring  men,  who  have  brought  their  toilsome  ga- 
therings from  every  nation  and  clime  under  the  sun,  home 
to  their  o>vn  native  village,  perhaps,  fondly  hoping  to 
enjoy  their  careful  earnings,  and  spend  the  remainder  of 
their  days  iii  security  in  the  green  valesof  their  boyhood, 
and  by  the  graves  of  their  fathers;  men  who  love  their 
homes  for  their  country's  sake,  and  their  country  for  their 
home's  sake — little  dreaming  that  their  own  nation's 
councils  were  to  be  the  banc  of  these  hopes;  men  who,  to 
secure  these  hopes,  at  some  favorite  spot  near  by,  have 
stayed  the  headlong  torrent  at  some  appalling  chasm,  led 
its  mighty  waters  out,  as  in  bonds,' and  taught  them  to 
labor,  and  do  handiwork  for  themselves  and  their  coun- 
try. Such  arc  your  manufacturers,  whose  undertakings 
and  foundations  are  to  be  overturned  by  this  bill.  They 
are  a  great  branch  of  your  middling  interest,  whic1», 
above  all,  should  be  protected;  ihe  stiH:ngtli  of  your  insti- 
tutions, the  source  and  substance  of  your  nation's  enter- 
prise, prosperity,  and  glory;  not  your  delicate  shrubbery 
in  the  yard,  or  your  ornamental  trees  in  the  streets,  or 
the  solitary,  lordly  shade  on  the  plain,  but  your  sturdy 
groves  and  forests,  staying,  by  their  stability  and  united 
strength,  the  storms  of  party  and  commotion  from  sweep- 
ing over  the  land;  (lie  source  of  convenience,  comfort, 
s^nd  native  variety,  and  beauty,  in  all  the  walks  of  life. 
Uut,  sir,  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  as  well  as  the  tor- 
nado or  earthquake,  may  prostrate  the  whole,  and  tum- 
ble them  in  heaps  and  confusion  one  upon  another;  and 
the  firewecd,  and  the  thistle,  and  the  thorn,  will  succeetl 
amidst  the  ruin  and  decay.  And  such  will  be  the  effects 
of  this  bill  on  this  class  of  men. 

But  let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  at  another  general  fea- 
ture of  the  bill.  1  consider  it  as  partial  and  hasty  in  its 
intended  operation. 

•If  we  are  not  permitted  to  raise  duties  to  the  point  of 
full  protection  on  those  articles  we  can  supply  in  abun- 
dance, and  in  perfection;  if  we  cannot  be  permitted  to 
save,  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  such  duties  as,  in 
Tnaiiy  states  of  the  market,  arc  wholly  levied  on  the  fo- 
reign manufacturer  and  producer;  if  we  must  be  prohi- 
bited the  advantages  of  bestowing  such  duties  on  works 
of  improvement,  to  facilitate  our  intercoui'se,  bind  us  to- 
gether,  and  render  our  country  the  convenience,  the 
garden,  and  the  glory  of  the  world;  and  if  we  must,  from 
tliis  sad  clog  on  the  legitimate  objects  and  energies  of  our 
Government,  forego  so  much  the  great  "ends  of  national 
association;  if,  indeed,  the  revenue,  or  ralhtr  dutiei>  and 
protection,  must,  at  all  events,  be  reduced,  now  or  at  some 
other  time,  before  a  more  propitious  day  in  public  senbC 
shall  siicceed,  that  reduction  should  begin  with  the  sys- 
tem as  modelled  and  perfected  with  a  view  to  protection; 
be  in  some  due  pro|)ortioiis  as  to  the  present  amount,  and 
gradually  extended  as  to  time,  to  secure,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, the  following  important  results,  so  indispensable  for 
the  security  of  individuals;  and  the  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion at  large:  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  manufacturer 
may  withdraw,  if  he  finds  he  must,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, and  with  the  least  possible  sacrifice;  that  he  may, 
in  the  next  place,  have  full  time  to  bring  into  requisition, 
economically,  f^Mivy  practical  improvement;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  the  nation  may  see,  without  needlessly  ha- 
zarding the  interests  of  any,  when  tlie  revenue  arrives  at 
the  point  of  expenditure;  and,  luslly,'thatthe  luition,  one 
and  all,  may  calmly  and  dcUberatcly  see  and  consider,  as 
it  progresses,  its  true  beai'ing  and  operation  on  all  their 
interests  and  conccrils,  and  mature,  anicnd,  or  change 
the  policy  as  experience  shall  dictate.     But  what  is  the 
bill  but  a  general  defeat  of  all  these  objects? 

But,  sir,  there  is  one  more  feature  of  the  bill  that  I  dis- 
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like,  And  that  I  deprecate  more,  if  possible,  than  the  ge* 
neral  consequences  to  be  expected  from^the  bill:  I  mean 
a  distinct  and  unavoidable  sectional  partiality  looking  to- 
wards, but  operating  against,  the  interests  and  prospects 
of  New  England. 

I  do  not  intend  to  attribute  any  design,  but  to  show  the 
fact  as  it  is  in  the  bill.  It  is  not  my  object  here  to  call 
your  attention  particularly  to  the  fact,  or  the  question 
why  it  is  that  the  iron,  sugar,  lead,  coal,  and  hemp,  and 
other  articles  of  certain  sections  and  States  which  have 
heretofore  ranged,  in  the  amount  of  protection,  very 
nearly  with. the  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  of  New  Eng- 
land, have  been  left  with  duties  twice  and  three  tiroes  as 
high  as  their  fellows,  when  these  same  articles  have  a 
practical  protection,  in  their  bulk  and  weight,  equal  to 
all  that  is  now  left  on  cottons  and  woollens.  Nor  is  it  my 
intention  here  to  inquire  why  it  is,  that,  out  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  classes  of  articles,  as  arranged  in  the  table 
the  committee  exhibited  to  us,  including  both  protected 
and  unprotected  articles,  on  eighty  of  them  specific  du- 
ties arc  retained,  ranging  from  twenty  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty^  one  as  high  as  three  hundred  and  ninety  per 
cent.,  and  but  six  below  twenty  per  cent.,  tlie  highest 
on  cottons  and  woollen«. 

In  the  report  of  the  New  York  convention,  it  appears 
that  New  England  has  in  the  cotton  business  about  twen- 
ty-eight millions  of  capital,  to  the  rest  of  the  Union's 
twelve  millions,  if  I  recollect;  but  some  of  the  States  that 
were  not  represented  there  may  have  had  some  capital 
not  estimated,  say  it  is  as  twenty-eight  is  to  fourteen  mil- 
lions, or  two  to  one;  and  probably  it  is  much  so  as  to 
woollen  manufactures,  at  least  near  enough  for  the  use  I 
expect  to  make  of  it.  Now  this  reduction  of  six  millions 
of  revenue  which  the  bill  contemplates,  affects  us  like  a 
tax  on  protection,  and  should  be  levied  accordingly. 

The  proportion  to  New  England  would  be  about  one 
millioii.  Now,  if  the  reduction  of  duties  on  the  articles 
of  which  she  has  more  than  her  proportion,  is  greater 
than  on  the  rest,  she  pays  more  than  her  proportion,  both 
in  proportion  to  her  excess  of  quantity,  and  the  inequality 
of  reduction.  If  the  reduction  on  cotton  and  woollen 
goods  is  ten  per  cent,  more  than  an  average  on  the  rest, 
she  pays  or  loses  twice  as  much  of  it  as  all  the  Mi  of  the 
Union.  And  when  we  find  that  inequality  of  reduction 
thirty  on  forty  per  cent.,  as  it  is,  tlie  whole  burden  im- 
posed becomes  more  unequal  and  enormous.  But  again: 
The  reduction  is  calculated  thus  in  the  tables  from  the 
treasury : 
The  amount  of  duties  on  cottons,  under  the 


act  of  1832,  in  round  numbers,  say 
Those  under  the  present  bill, 

Leaving  the  reduction  under  it. 

On  woollens,  thus: 
Duties  by  the  bill  of  1832,    - 
By  the  present  bill,  nearly    - 


$5,700,000 
3,100,000 


2,600,000 


4,090,000 
2,000,000 


Blaking  the  reduction  -  -  -    {p?, 000, 000 

Making  the  reduction  on  these  two  articles  only  four 
million  six  hundred  thousand—say  four  and  a  half  millions 
—three-fourths  of  the  whole  reduction  to, be  made;  of 
which  New  England  must  suffer  twice  as  much  as  all  the 
i-est  of  the  Union,  equal  to  three  millions  out  of  four  and 
a  half  millions;  and  this  aside  from  her  proportion  in  the 
rest,  and  a  very  severe  proportion,  too,  in  paper  and 
glass,  and  sonoe  other  articles;  and  besides  having  to  bear 
her  proportion  of  the  high  duties  on  sugar,  coal,  and  lead, 
&c.  (whatever  it  may  be,)  which  the  other  sections  retain 
and  gain.  But  let  us  look  at  it  in  one  more  view.  The 
whole  amount  of  dutiable  articles  imported  is  reckoned 
at  eighty-nine  millions  dollars,  and  the  amount  of  cottons 
and  woollens  about  thirty  millions  dollars— say  one-third 


of  the  whole  importations.  The  proportional  part  of  the 
whole  six  millions,  therefore,  on  these  two  articles,  cot- 
tons and  woollens,  would  be  but  tii'o  millions;  whereas 
the  reduction  put  upon  them  is  four  and  a  half  millions; 
of  which  New  England  must  bear  twice  as  much  as  all  the 
rest  of  the  Union,  besides  her  pi'oportion  in  other  Arti- 
cles, and  the  disadvantages  as  in  the  calculation  before. 
But,  sir,  I  will  not  pursue  this  unpleasant  view  any  fur- 
ther. It  seems  to  me  it  would  have  been  hardly  possible 
to  shape  a  bill  more  pointedly  destructive  to  the  intercbts 
of  New  England  without' expressly  mentioning  her  by 
name  in  the  bill  itself. 

Comparatively  speaking,  the  whole  burden  of  this 
great  change  of  our  financial  affairs  is  put  off  on  New 
England.  She,  without  lot,  is  made  the  scapegoat  to 
bear  off  (and  to  some  **  uninhabited  land"  it  is  to  be 
hoped)  llic  present  ordinary  and  extraordinary  sins  of  the 
nation.  Of  her  the  committee  demand  a  bullock  for  the 
sacrifice;  of  the  rest,  two  turtle  doves  or  two  young  pi- 
geons. In  a  word,  I  consider  the  bill  as  altogether  ca- 
pricious, partial,  and  arbitrary  in  its  provisions,  and,  as  a 
whole,  altogether  unjust  and  insufferable. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  of  Md.  next  rose.  1  have  hitherto  been, 
said  Mr.  H.,  a  patient  auditor  of  this  debate,  and  would  have 
been  content  to  remain  so,  if  it  had  been  confined  to  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  fair  and  legitimate  question  before 
the  House.     But  the  excursions  which  gentlemen  have 
made  into  the  almost  interminable  field  of  the  tariff*  have 
been  so  extensive,  and  the  light  which  they  have  shed 
diffused  over  such  a  wide  space,  in  their  successive  illus- 
trations of  the  obscure  parts  of  the  subject,  that  the  point 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  has  received  but  little 
illumination  from  their  efforts,  however  brilliant.     I  know 
that,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  a  motion  to  amend 
any  part  of  the  bill  opens  the  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject  in  the  form  of  a  discussion  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  bdl;  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  complain  either 
of  the  existence  or  application  of  the  rule.     It  is  highly 
proper  that  a  general  debate  upon  tne  leading  features  of 
any  bill,  involving  important  general  principles,  bhould 
precede  a  particular  examination  of  its  clauses;  in  order 
that  the  House,  having  settled  the  main  point,  may  be 
better-able  to  adjust  the  details.     If  the  debate,  to  which 
we  have  listened  for  so  long  a  time,  had  conformed  to  the 
spirit  of  this  rule,  I  should  not  have  troubled  the  commit- 
tee with  the  few  remarks  that  I  propose  to  submit.     But 
it  has  not;  and  this  deviation  explains  the  singular  and 
one-sided  condition  of  the  debate,  presenting  to  the  view 
of  the  nation  a  series  of  attacks  upon  this  bilT  from  every 
quarter,  assailing  it  wherever  a  breach  was  thought  to  be 
practicable,  wliilst  the  garrison  within  preserved  a  stub- 
born and  ominous  silence.     That  the  bill  may  have  suffer- 
ed in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  and  even  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee,  by  the  fact  of  its  friends  (with  the 
exception  of  the  committee  who  reported  it)  refraining 
from  stepping  forward  in  .its  defence,  is  not  improbable; 
but  if  the  debate  had  been  confined  to  what  is  properly 
the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  it  would  not  have  been 
difficult  to  muster  a  force  sufficient  to  establish  that  gene- 
ral principle  triumphantly.     It  purports  to  be  a  btU  to 
reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
This  is  its  main  object.     A  secondary  one  is  to  **  other- 
wise alter  the  duties  upon  imports,"  so  as  to  make  our 
tariff  more  conformable    to    the    present  condition    of 
things.     But  this  last  object  can  only  be  inquired  into  by 
adjusting  an  immense  mass  of  details;  and  it  is  in  this  con- 
fused heap  of  yards  and  pounds,  and  per  ccntagcs,  that 
gentlemen  have  been  searching  for  some  general  princi- 
ple, when  no  such  thing  can  be  found,  as  the  subject  is 
now  placed  before  the  House.     If  the  question   were 
<<  shall  this  bill  pass?"  and  the  committee  had  previously 
determined  that  all  these  details  should  stand,  tlien  indeed 
it  would  be  easy  to  extract,  the  essential  spirit  of  the  bill, 
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and  examine  it  by  any  alembic  that  might  be  thought  ap- 
plicable. But  the  committee  have  yet  to  pass  through 
the  investigation  of  all  these  minutiae.  If  a  child  were 
learning  A,  it  would  be  thought  strang«  to  thrust  upon 
him  the  acquisition  of  all  the  other  letters  of  the  alphabet 
at  once.  Whilst  the  investigation  of  the  details  of  the  bill 
13,  as  yet,  nothing  more  than  a  distant  prospect  ahead,  we 
find  our  attention  constantly  drawn  to  every  part  of  it  in 
succession*  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  this  accumulated 
information  being  all  forgotten,  when  the  time  shall  arrive 
at  which  it  migtit  be  useful.  During  our  last  session,  we 
passed  a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue;  but  found,  afler  we 
ceased  to  work  at  it,  that  it  was  insufficient  to  answer  our 
purposes,  because  its  effect  would  be  to  create  more  re« 
venue  than  sound  policy  would  justify  us  in'  collecting.  It 
became  manifest  that,  owing  to  the  amendments  engraft- 
ed upon  the  original  bill  as  it  passed  through  the  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  and  which  were  added  to  rive  further 
protection  to  this  or  that  species  of  manuUcture,  the 
amount  of  money  that  would  flow  into  the  treasury  would 
not  fall  short  of  eighteen  millions  of  dollars  from  imports 
alone,  and  the  general  principle  of  this  bill  is,  *'  shall  the 
revenue  be  reduced  to  a  sum  proportioned  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government^"  the  affirmative  of  which  pro- 
position few  would  deny.  A  few  years  ago  a  theory  was 
partially  broached,  that  the  Federal  Government  should 
intentionally  raise  more  money  than  its  ordinary  expendi- 
tures require,  that  it  might  have  a  fund  upon  which  to 
draw  for  donations  for  various  purposes.  But  the  ojlinion 
of  the  people  was  soon  found  to  be  unfavorable  to  this 
doctrine;  and  now  no  party  maintains  it.  From  the  mo- 
ment, therefore,  of  passing  the  act  of  1833,  it  became 
apparent  that  it  must  be  reviewed;  and  the  precise  point 
of  time  when  this  review  should  take  place,  could  be  a 
matter  of  small  .moment,  except  that  the  permanent  ad- 
justment of  the  tariff  is  so  desirable  to  all  interests  and 
classes  of  men,  that  every  consideration  of  justice  and 
policy  concurs  in  recommending  its  speedy  accomplish 


ment.  The  proper  question  now  before  us  is  merely 
"shall  we  now  undertake  this  review.^"  afler  deciding 
which  in  the  afHrmative,  every  section,  line,  and  letter  of 
the  bill  will  be  brought  under  our  view,  and  v^ill  of  course 
be  open  to  amendment.  If  these  amendments  are  reject- 
ed when  offered,  or  are  not  satisfactory  when  adopted, 
then  will  arise  the  proper  question,  whether  the  bill  is, 
upon  the  whole,  a  proper  bill,  and  ought  to  pass.  But  the 
only  inquiry  is  now,  whether  we  will  look  into  the  subject 
at  all. 

^  I  have  been  surprised  that  the  most  strenuous  opposi- 
tion to  reviewing  the  tariff  is  made  by  those  members  of 
the  House  whose  votes  are  recorded  against  the  act  of  the 
last  session.  One  would  have  thought  a  law  which  was 
so  objectionable  as  to  receive  the  hearty  condemnation  of 
these  gentlemen  both  by  voice  and  vote,  would  have  been 
repealed  by  them  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  yet,  when 
a  proposition  is  made  to  reconsider  and  review  it,  they 
instantly  take  shelter  under  its  protection,  and  insist  upon 
its  remaining  the  permanent  law  of  the  land.  Have  they 
changed  their  opinions  with  regard  to  it?  Or  if  not, 
how  can  they  reconcile  what  appears  to  me  an  irrecon- 
cilable inconsistency,  of  desiring  a  bad  law  to  remain 
upon  the  statute  book?  No  interests  have  been  built  up, 
no  capital  invested,  no  durable  arrangement  of  labor 
taken  place  as  yet  under  the  act  of  1832,  and-  it  may 
therefore  be  reviewed  without  meeting  with  those  serious 
difiiculties  that  oppose  us  when  about  to  change  a  law 
which  has  been  in  force  for  years.  But  it  is  said  that  it 
would  be  better  to  suffer  this  bad  law  to  remain,  than  to 
incur  the  hazard  of  having  a  worse  one.  Are  we  not, 
sir,  the  same  members  identically  who  enacted  the  other 
law  ?  and  what  reason  can  be  given  for  the  apprehension 
that  a  worse  law  wUl  be  the  result  of  our  deliberations, 
any  more  than  the  existence  of  a  hope  that  we  shall  pass 
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a  better  one  ?  The  members  of  this  Congren  stodied  the 
subject  of  the  tariff  for  nearly  six  months  last  winter,  and 
have  renewed  their  attention  now.  How  unreasonable  is 
it  to  expect  that  a  body  of  men  will  ever  assemble  here* 
who  have  devoted  more  time  to  the  investigation  of  this 
complicated  subject.  One  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  CaoATx]  assumed  the  position  that  an  eaoita- 
ble  tariff  might  possibly  be  made,  which  would  satisfy  the 
reasonable  men  of  all  parties,  and  contended  that  this 
result  could  only  be  the  work  of  patient  research,  labori- 
ous investigation,  and  cool  judgment;  and  yet  protested 
against  this  Congress  undertaking  it,  wlio  have  bestowed 
more  time  and  attention  upon  the  subject  than  any  future 
Congress  can  be  expected  to  g^ve.  I  dissent  from  the 
opinion  expressed  by  that  gentleman,  that  such  a'tariff 
could  be  produced  by  a  single  effort,  however  much  pre*-*' 
paratory  labor  had-  been  expended  upon  it.  I  think  that 
it  can  only  be  the  result  or  repeated  efforts;  and  there- 
fore it  is  that  I  am  willing  to  try  again.  Gentlemen  object 
to  this  bill,  but  do  they  forget  the  course  of  the  bill  of  the 
last  session?  We  set  out  with  one  intended  to  raise  a 
revenue  of  twelve  millions,  and  ended  with  one  produ- 
cing eighteen  millions.  I  vo^ed  against  manv  of  the 
amendments  as  they  were  successfully  engrafted  upon  it 
in  its  passage  through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  bat 
was  in  a  minority.  But  I  cannot  see  how  those  who  were 
the  most  zealous  supporters  of  those  amendments,  and 
who  carried  a  majority  of  the  House  with  them,  should 
now  be  afraid  to  trust  that  maioritr.  There  is,  indeed, 
one  consideration  which  was  rather  hinted  at  than  arf^ed, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  opened  this  de- 
bate, [Mr.  HuirriireToir,]  who  said  that  «  he  was  not 
insensible  of  the  weight  of  Executive  recommendations  in 
this  House."  If  he  means  to  say  that  the  President  is  ex- 
erting the  influence  of  his  station  to  conciliate  the  jarring 
and  sectional  divisions  that  now  unhappily  prevail,  and 
that  have  made  discord  where  there  formerly  was  har- 
mony, I  agree  with  him  in  the  fact,  and  will  further  ex- 
press my  belief  that  the  people  of  this  country  will  sustain 
him  in  this  effort.  This  Congress  may  or  may  not  re- 
spond to  his  sentiments;  but  the  irresistible  power  which 
shapes  and  directs  the  course  of  this  Government  in  all 
its  concerns,  I  mean  the  calm  and  disinterested  voice  of 
public  opinion,  will  array  itself  upon  the  side  of  ««  mode- 
rate and  healing  councils,"  and  compel  its  decision  to  be 
respected.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  differences  of  opinion 
are  passing  into  acrimonious  strife;  the  breach  between 
the  two  grand  divisions  of  the  country  is  becoming  wider 
and  wider,  and  the  difficulty  of  a  final  adjustment  of  thia 
fiercely  contested  question  is  enhanced  as  each  Cong^rest 
leaves  it  as  a  legacy  to  its  successor.  I  am  disposed  to 
review  our  legislation.  Those  who  think  that  the  act  of 
1832  is  the  last  effort  that  ought  to  be  made  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Government,  who  are  content  to  see  a  sur- 
plus revenue  of  six  millions  of  dollars  flow  into  the  treasury 
forever,  or  who  anticipate  more  knowledge,  better  feeling, 
and  greater  tranquillity  in  legislation,  on  the  part  of  the 
succeeding  Congress,  with  less  acerbity  in  the  public 
mind  to  be  encountered,  do  well  to  postpone  Uie  {iresent 
consideration  of  the  subject.  What  aspect  this  bill  will 
wear  when  it  issues  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
whether  it  will  experience  the  fate  of  its  predecessor  of 
last  year,  and  be  so  altered,  that,  like  Anson's  ship,  after 
her  voyage  round  the  world,  scarcely  a  stick  of  the  orif^nal 
timber  remained  in  consequence  of  its  repeated  patchings! 
or  whether  it  will  wear  the  appearance  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  .have  gpven  it,  no  one  can  foresee. 
The  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Youhs,]  who  baa 
just  taken  his  seat,'  has  expatiated  upon  the  destruction  it 
would  bring  upon  the  woollen  and  cotton  factorieSt  And 
has  argued  arithmetically  upon  the  condition  of  those  es- 
tablishments. I  think  there  is  a  vitious  principle  in  the 
whole  of  our  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  wooUem;  I 
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■ay  vitious,  because  it  does  not  accomplish  the  end  in 
In  the  discussion  of  the  last  tariff,  we  fint  fixed 


TWW. 


upon  a  duty  to  be  put  upon  raw  wool,  for  the  purpose  of 
pffotecting  the  wool  grower;  and  then  proceeded  to  assess 
.the  duty  upon  the  manufactured  article  by  the  argument 
and  calculation  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Datis,]  raising  it  so  as  to  correspond  exactly  with  the 
duty  upon  wool;  for,  said  he  *<  the  manufacturer  win 
have  to  pay  an  enhanced  price  on  bis  raw  material,  and 
must  therefore  hare  additional  protection."  So  that,  after 
haviag  protected  the  wool  grower,  we  next  proceeded  to 
render  the  manufacturer  entirely  independent  of  him,  by 
putting  it  in  his  power  to  import  his  wool,  and  regulate 
the  duty  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  im- 
port it.    We  place  the  grower  of  wool  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  manufacturer,  (an  antagonist  interest,)  and 
then  tell  him  that  he  is  well  protected.     Sir,  is  there  any 
philosophy  in  this  legislation?    In  practice  it  works  ex- 
actly as  might  be  supposed.     The  manufacturer  having 
the  growth  of  the  raw  material  entirely  at  his  command, 
can  beat  him  down  to  whatever  price  he  chooses  to  give. 
Hence  it  is,  that,  upon  recurring  to  the  statistical  tables 
upon  our  desks,  during  the  last  year  of  which  we  have 
any  returns,  nearly  seven  millions  of  pounds  of  raw  wool 
were  imported,  paying  a  duty  of  upwards  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  dolbtrs.    I  should  like  to  show  this 
to  one  of  our  fivmers,  and  ask  him  how  he  relishes  such 
protection.     But  it  may  be  said  that  the  price  of  wool  is 
enhanced  by  it,  because,  if  the  domestic  seller  will  consent 
to  take  a  little  less  than  the  cost  of  importation,  he  will  be 
sure  of  a  market.  The  argument  is  specious,  and  deserves 
a  moment's  consideration.     When  the  proprietor  of  any 
artioleis'taiore  anxious  to  sell  than  the  purchaser  is  to  buy, 
depreciatiob  is  the  necessary  consequence.    The  farmers 
are  detached  from  each  other,  and  have  little  opportunity 
of  judging  how  much  it  costs  to  purchase  wool  abroad, 
andf  pay  its  freight  home.  He  is  offered  a  price,  and  he  has 
no  means  of  comparison  between  this  price  and  the  cost 
of  the  foreign  article.    All  that  he  knows  is,  that  the  fo> 
feign  article  can  be  imported  to  advantage  under  our 
laws,  and  that  if  he  does  not  sell  it  at  less  than  this  cost, 
whatever  it  may  be,  he  will  lose  the  sale  altogether.    The 
purchaser  can  turn  his  back  upon  him  and  look  abroad 
for  a  supply,  and  our  laws  put  it  in  his  power  to  do  so. 
But  a  convincing  proof  that  our  present  system  of  legis- 
lation is  of  no  service  to  the  wool  grower,  is  found  in  the 
fibct,  that  (except  in  the  year  1831,  in  which  a  speculation 
took  place  in  wool,  temporarily  raising  its  price,)  the 
price  has  not  increased  since  the  act  of  1828.     Its  ave- 
rage value  has  remained  the  same  as  it  was  prior  to  that 
law.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Applstok] 
declared  in  his  speech  that  he  had  always  felt  himself  au- 
thorized to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  manu&cturers  of  wool- 
lens, that  a  clear  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  would 
be  a  sufficient  protection,  provided  wool  was  made  free. 
For  one,  I  would  at  once  close  with  his  sugfg^stion,  and 
adopt  it{  and  I  would  myself  make  the  proposition,  if 
there  was  any  chance  of  carrying  it     But  I  fear  there  is 
none.    I  thought  in  1828,  and  I  think  stilly  that  the  spb- 
fltantial  interests  of  the  wool  growers  would  be  promoted 
by  the  adoption  of  a  policy  which  would  build  up  the 
manufacturing  establishments  in  the  first  instance,  and 
when  they  had  struck  the  roots  of  their  prosperity  deep 
into  the  soil,  to  look  forward  either  to  the  competition 
amongst  them»  or  to  subsequent  encouragement,  for  the 
producers  of  the  raw  matenal.    But  the  effort  to  build 
up  two  rival,  and,  in  some  respects,  hostile  interests  si- 
multaneously, involves  too  much  contradiction  to  be  suc- 
cessful.  If  either  one  of  them  had  been  strong,  you  might 
have  burdened  it  for  the  advancement  of  the  weaker;  but 
where  both  are  weak,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  foster  both 
at  once. 
It  may  be  thought  that  these  views  upon  the  propriety 


of  introducing  the  raw  material  from  a  foreign  country, 
free  of  duty,  are  inconsistent  with  opinions  expressed  a 
few  days  since,  adverse  to  the  importation  of  fossil  salt 
from  Liverpool.     But  the  difference  is  clear  between  the 
two  cases.     I  stated  then  that  the  gravamen  of  the  com- 
plaint was,  the  encouragement  of  British  shipping,  owing 
to  their  enjoyment  of  a  trade  in  which  our  vessels  arc  not 
allowed  to  participate.     Coming  to  Nova  Scotia  for  tim- 
ber, they  can  bring  this  article  at  a  low  frei^t,  as  other- 
wise they  would  come  in  ballast.  If  the  American  shipping' 
couhl  enter  upon  the  competition  upon  equal  termi,  it 
might  perhaps  be  conformable  to  my  doctrine  about  wool, 
that  the  manufactories  of  this  salt  should  be  scattered 
over  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  the  raw  material  admitted 
free.  But  waiving  for  the  present  all  other  considerations, 
it  is  sufficient  to  rest  the  point  upon  the  advantage  af- 
forded to  British  shipping  and  the  consequent  injury  of 
our  own.     Our  vessels  fr^m  the  Middle  States  go  to  the 
Southward  for  a  cargo  of  cotton,  which  they  take  to  Eu- 
rope, and  bring  back  in  exchange  foreign  manufactures: 
but  as  the  return  cargo  is  not  so  bulky  as  the  outward, 
and  the  surplus  space  cannot  now,  as  heretofore,  be  filled 
up  with  salt,  they  must  either  lose  a  portion  6f  freight, 
or  charge  more  upon  the  transportation  of  the  outward 
cargo,  neither  of  which  is  desirable.     In  passing  over 
this  subject,  I  will  refer  to  a  statement  which  I  have  ob- 
tained from  the  records  of  the  treasury,  upon  which  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  may  ruminate  until  we  arrive  at 
the  salt  part  of  the  bill.     It  appears  that,  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  September,  1832,  the  importation  of 
salt  into  the  district  of  Fassamaquoddy,  which  includes 
all  that  part  of  Maine  into  which  this  fossil  salt  is  brought, 
amounted  to  9,781  J  tons,  valued  at  $17,078  11,  and  that 
the  item  of  tonnage  stands  thus: 


American 


Foreign 


Tons, 

3,553 

4,222 

63,356 

63,274 


Entered, 
Departed, 
Entered, 
Departed, 

The  very  reciUl  of  this  disproportion  is  enough  to 
create  astonishment.  A  gentleman  near  me  says,  «<  tha 
West  India  trade."  ^Jot  so,  sir.  I  have  examined  the 
original  returns  made  by  the  collector,  of  all  the  articles 
imported  into  the  district,  and  will  show  to  the  House, 
when  the  proper  time  arrives,  from  the  nature  of  the  im- 
portations, that  this  redundance  of  British  shipping  is  not 
owing  to  the  West  India  trade.  On  the  contrary,  the 
arrangement  of  that  trade,  as  settled  by  this  administra- 
tion, has  been  held  unjustly  responsible  for  the  sin  of  the 
fossil  salt  duty. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who  has  just  ad- 
dressed the  committee,  [Mr.  Vouho,]  deplored  also  the 
consequences  that  would  fall  upon  the  cotton  spinners, 
by  the  smallness  of  the  duty  proposed  to  be  levied  upon 
cotton  yarn  or  cotton  twist.  Upon  this  point,  I  hope  that 
his  complaints  are  premature,  knd  that  the  committee 
will  arrange  this  duty  differently  when  we  come  to  that 
part  of  the  bill.  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  can  be 
changed  for  the  better. 

There  is  now  lying  before  me  the  latest  Liverpool 
price  current,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  price  of  cot- 
ton is  as  follows: 

Sea  island  -  -  -  -     lljd  to  20d 

Stained  ... 

Bowed,  Georgia 

C  Mobile 

^Alabanui         •  -  . 

Surat 

Bengal  ... 

The  price  of  the  East  India  cotton  is  generally  in  pro- 
portion to  the  above  rates.  I  confess  I  cannot  see  why 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  haye  made  a 
distinction  between  the  duty  upon  cotton  yam  and  cotton 
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good«,  Hiaking>  the  former  less  than  the  latter;  nor  can  1 
acquiesce  in  its  propriety.     The  yarn  spun  from  the  East 
India  cotton  is,  of  course,  an  inferior  article,  and  the  cot- 
ton mills  of  our  country  are  not  calculated  to  spin  it,  and 
cannot  do  it  without  an  entire  alteration  of  their  machine- 
ry.   This  yam,  therefore,  should  be  kept  out  of  the 
country,  because  it  is  too  unreasonable  to  require  the  cot- 
ton mills  to  revolutionise  their  spinning  apparatus.     And 
besides,  it  is  better  to  consume  our  own  cotton,  under 
every  view  of  the  subject.    This  is  one  of  the  cases  in 
which  I  should  hold  it  unwise  to  introduce  the  raw  material 
of  another  country.     Gentlemen  may  call  it  a  solitary  ex- 
ception or  a  special  exception,  or  what  they  choose;  but 
an  exception  it  ought  to  be  made.     I  will  also  join  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  in  keeping  out  fabrics  made 
of  this  East  India  cotton,  in  some  advisable  mode;  whether 
this  can  be  best  done  by  the  adoption  of  the  minimum 
principle,  put  just  high  enough  to  act  upon  articles  made 
of  East  India  cotton,  will  best  appear  when  we  examine 
minutely  that  part  of  the  bill.     With  regard  to  the  other 
coarse  cottons,  our  documents  show  that  they  have  sue* 
cessfully  encountered  the  competition  of  British  cottons 
in  the  markets  of  Mexico  and  South  America;  and  the 
gentleman  from'Massac]iu5etts[Mr.  Applston]  declared, 
if  I  understood  him  correctly,  that  the  great  Waltham  fac- 
tory always  had  orders  for  goods  three,  months  ahead,  in- 
tended for  exportation.    In  and  ne^r  Baltimore,  about  two 
millions  of  yards  of  cotton  goods  are  manufactured,  and 
from  four  to  five  millions  are  received  from  the  Eastward 
annually,  a  Urge  proportion  of  which,  perhaps  one-half, 
is  exported.     The  continuance  of  the  practice  of  expor- 
t-ition  indicates  that  the  merchants  do  not  lose  by  the  ope- 
ration; and  surely  no  good  reason  can  be  assigned  why 
this  competition  with  the  rival  factories  of  England  could 
ntit  be  as  successfully  maintained  at  Charleston  or  Savan- 
nah as  at  Mexico  or  Valparaiso.     It  will  scarcely  be  said 
that  the  intelligence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  former 
places  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  distinguish  be- 
tween a  superior  and  inferior  article.     The  advantages  of 
the  tariff  system  are  many  to  those  places  where  the 
manufactories  are  situated.   It  keeps  money  at  home,  en- 
courages industry,  and  affords  a  market  for  agricultural 
produce.     But  I  have  never  been  able  to  perceive  any 
advantage  that  the  Southern  States  derive  from  it.     If  it 
be  said  Uiat  they  are  supplied  with  cheaper  and  better 
goods  than  they  could  import  from  foreign  countries,  then 
tliey  would  voluntarily  keep  them  without  being  coerced 
to  take  tlicm.     The  only  plausible  argument  is,  that  the 
general  consumption  of  cotton  goods  througliout  the  na- 
tion is  increased,  and  the  sale  of  cotton  thereby  extended. 
This  may  be,  but  the  extent  of  the  benefit  is  the  subject 
of  conjecture,  not  calculation. 

But  it  is  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Congress  ought  to 
suspend  its  action  upon  the  tariff,  on  account  of  the  posi- 
tion  of  South  Carolina,  and  not  be  driven  by  fear  into 
a  change  in  its  legislation.  Fear!  sir.  Fear  of  what.^ 
Arc  our  lives,  or  liberties,  or  property  endiingered?  Can 
no  other  motive  be  found  than  this  miserable  and  con- 
temptible one  of  fear^  For  one,  I  repel  and  scorn  it.  I 
have  observed,  sir,  through  life,  that  brave  men  are  al- 
ways the  last  to  attribute  fear  to  another.  Not  conscious 
of  the  influence  of  the  motive  themselves,  they  are  not 
aware  of  its  power  over  others,  and,  being  unable  to  esti- 
mate its  force,  are  not  apt  to  make  the  charge.  Gentle- 
men mistake  the  feeling  that  they  mean  to  appeal  to. 
Pride,  sir,  pride  might  do  much  to  induce  us  to  withhold 
legislation  for  the  present;  and  of  the  influence  of  this 
feeling,  I  confess  that  I  have  not  myself  been  entirely  des- 
tittite.  Reflection,  however,  has  subdued  it.  With  South 
Carolina  we  shall  have  to  deal  hereafter.  When  the  pro- 
per committee  of  the  House  shall  report  upon  that  matter, 
I  shall  be*found  ready  to  support  such  measures  as  I  may 
judge  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue  laws. 


I  shall  do  it,  sir,  more  in  sorrow  than  in  aogeri  but  a  wnte 
of  stern  and  inexorable  duty  will  compel  me  to  do  it. 
But  at  present  my  business  is  not  with  her.    I  am  dealing 
with  the  other  Southern  States.  No  one  could  have  watch^ 
the  course  pursued  by  those  States  during  the  past  mx 
months  without  intense  anxiety.     The  question  of  tariff 
or  anti-tariff  is  often,  muclf  too  oflen,  macle  to  turn  in  this 
House  upon  the  distinctio^between  free  and  slave  laboN 
Whenever  that  position  is  taken,  it  ties  another  knot  in 
the  ligament  that  binds  the  South  together,  and  preserves 
the  distinction  which  at  some  day  or  other  will  be  moat  apt 
to  dissolve  this  confederacy.  If  it  were  not  such  a  frequent 
occurrence  to  g^  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  the  very  term  ought  to  induce  caution 
and  forbearance  upon  thb  topic.     The  spirit  of  compro* 
mise  that  prevailed  with  our  fathers  when  the  constitu- 
tion was  adopted,  has,  in  some  measure,  evaporated  in 
these  our  duys;  and  it  might  be  doubted  whether  such  a. 
compromise  as  exists,  with  regard  to  representation  in 
this- House,  could  be  now  obtained.    All  the  feelings  of 
the  Southern  States  were  as  much  opposed  to  the  tariff 
as  Soi\th  Carolina;  but  they  have  arrayed  tbemaelvea  on 
the  side  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  for  that  I  feel 
grateful  to  them.     I  listened,  however,  with  pain  to  the 
declaration  of  the  gentlenuin  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wilbs,] 
that  he  would  not  assist  in  the  passage  of  any  law  for  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  until  this  tariff  bill  was  passed. 
For  one,  sir,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  that 
opinion  were  entertained  by  a  majority  of  the  members 
from  the  Southern  States,  1  would  cease  action  upon  this 
bill  instantly.  I  would  plant  my  foot  firmly,  and  not  move 
another  step,  no,  not  an  inch.    But  it  is  because  I  believe 
that  such  is  not  their  opinion,  that  I  am  willing  to  proceed. 
At  the  first  moment  that  a  test  vote  shall  be  taken  in  this 
House,  by  which  the  opinion  of  members  can  be  ascer- 
tained, if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  contrary  to  my  present 
expectation,  my  course  is  taken,  and  I  will  not  swerve 
from  it.    South  Carolina  has  placed  herself,  as  I  conceive, 
in  what  tacticians  call  a  false  position.     I  believe  that  the 
theory  of  nullification  is  erroneous,  and  cannot  stand 
against  the  constitutional  legislation  of  Congress.    It  rests 
for  support  upon  this—that  the  legislation  now  ejosting  is 
the  entire  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment.  If  the  whole  population  of  a  State,  acting  through 
its  courts  and  juries,  should  determine  that  every  case 
shall  be  decided,  whether  in  law  or  fact,  so  that  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  or  judgment  of  the  court  shall  be  against 
the  revenue  laws,  no  matter  how  their  constitutionality 
may  be  drawn  into  question,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  those 
laws  into  effect  as  long  as  the  State  courts  shall  exercise 
concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  refuse  an  appeal  to  be  carried  up  to  the  laUer. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  these  are  dormant  powers  existing 
in  the  Federal  Government  under  the  constitution,  by 
which  it  can  give  its  own  courts  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  matters  relating  to  the  revenue.     This  is  then  the 
point  now  at  issue.     This  subject  however  will  come  up 
hereafter,  and  will  doubtless  receive  a  more  extended  dis- 
cussion.    But  I  cannot  refrain  from  remarking  upon  an 
occurrence  in  our  history,  which  shows  how  early  and 
firmly  our  revolutionary  ancestors  exercised  power,speak- 
ing  in  behalf  of  the  nation .  The  circumstance  was  brought 
to  my  notice  in  examining  what  we  call  the  old  clauns  for 
French  spoliations.     On  the  6th  February,  1778,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  concluded  a  treaty  of  alli- 
ance with  France,  guarantying  to  her  perpetually  the 
possession  of  her  West  India  islatids.     At  the  same  time 
when  this  treaty  was  signed,  Cong^ress  had  absolutely  no 
power  at  all,  except  a  revolutionsry  authority  dependuig 
upon  voluntary  obedience.     The  articles  of  confederatioii 
were  not  signed  until  four  months  afterwards,  and  yet  this 
Congress  plunged  the  nation  into  an  agreement,  which 
the  treaty-making  power  of  the  present  constitution  would 
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never  venture  to  assume.  And  yet,  when  the  obligations 
of  this  guaranty  became  oppressive,  no  one  ever  thought 
of  disputing  the  authority  by  wliich  the  encumbrance  was 
assumed.  In  the  correspondence  between  Jefferson 
(whilst  Secretary  of  State)  and  Hammond,  the  former 
distinctly  took  the  ground  that  foreign  nations  were  sup- 
posed to  have  a  Ipiowledge  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal 
Government >  and  yet  the  san^  officer  never  thought  of 
questioning  the  authority  under  which  the  treaty  of  1778 
was  made,  although  be  was,  in  my  opinion,  more  embar- 
rassed in  conducting  the  correspondence  to  which  tlMit 
treaty  gave  rise,  than  in  any  other  period  of  his  life. 
That  the  treaty-making  power  is  more  extensive  under 
the  present  constitution,  than  it  was  under  the  confederacy, 
must  be  admitted  by  alU  ftnd  yet,  if  the  theory  of  nulliii- 
cation  be  true,  all  the  obligations  incurred  with  nations 
having  commercial  treaties  of  reciprocity  with  us,  may  be 
rendered  nugatory  by  the  action  of  a  single  State. 

But,  Mr.  Cliairman,  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  stray 
intp  the  discussion  of  matters  foreign,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  the  subject  now  under  deliberation.  I  think  tliat  it  is 
time  to  tak^  the  preliminary  question  upon  the  bill  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  will  no  longer  be  an  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  such  a  desirable  event. 

Mr.  H.  having  concluded, 

Mr.  W.  U.  SHEPARD  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
The  motion  was  carried:  Yeas  77 ,  nays  71. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly  at  a  quarter  past  6 
o'clock . 

A  motion  being  made  for  adjournment, 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  They  were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  85, 
nays  75.     So  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  January  29. 
ESTIMATED  REVENUE. 

T]>e  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Applitok,  and  under 
discussion  yesterday,  coming  up  to-day,  and  the  question 
being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama,  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  it  was  negatived:  Yeas  53, 
nays  71. 

Mr.  APPLETON  then  said  that  it  had  been  with  ex- 
treme surprise  that  he  had  discovered  that  any  disposition 
existed  to  lay  these  resolutions  on  the  table.  Nor  ceuld 
this  be  tlie  case,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  unless  the  nature 


average  rate  of  the  duty  on  the  entire  importation  of  fo- 
reign goods  under  the  act  of  July  14, 1832,  including  free 
goods,  taking  the  imports  of  1831  as  th^  basis  of  calcuk* 
tion.  Applying  this  rule  to  the  nelt  import  of  166,200,000, 
the  amount  of  revenue  will  be  $15,660,000,  from  which 
is  to  be  deducted  more  than  $1,000,000,  for  expenses  of 
collection,  and  $300,000  for  a  reduction  on  wines  after 
the  3d  of  March,  1834,  the  permanent  nett  revenue  will 
be  $14,360,000}  and  even  this  is  too  high,  according  to  the 
average  assumed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be- 
cause the  committee  have .  founded  their  average  rate  at 
23  2-3  per  cent,  upon  the  importations  of  1831,  which 
contained  an  amount  altogether  greater  than  the  average 
of  six  years,  of  woo],  woollens,  and  cottons,  paying  duties 
much  above  the  average?  and  after  taking  into  the  esti- 
mate about  two  millions  of  extra  importation  of  worsted 
stuffs,  the  result  will  be  a  reduction  of  the  average  rate  of 
duty  from  23.66  per  cent,  to  22.44;  and  thus  rendering 
the  nett  revenue  $800,000  further,  to  $13,560,000.  Then, 
sir,  I  try  another  process.     So  late  as  the  4th  June  last, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  furnished  us  a  table  of  the 
revenue  which  would  accrue  under  the  bill  reported  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  taking 
the  import  of  1830  as  the  basis  of  importation,     l^hat  im- 
port was  $70,876,000,  or,  deducting  exports  of  foreign 
goods,  $14,387,000,  gives  $56,489,000  as  the  nett  amount 
of  foreign  imports  for  that  year,  and  the  nett  revevrtie  on 
those  imports  was  ascertained  to  be  $12,763,000.     The 
bill  of  the  14th  of  July  reduced  the  duties  on  silks,  linens, 
tea,  and  coffee,  a  million  of  dollars  below  those  calculated 
in  that  table,  or,  allowing  for  debentures,  $800,000,  leav- 
ing the  nett  revenue,  on  the  basis  of  the  import  ol  1830, 
something  below  $1^2,000,000.     Now,  if  $56,489,000,  the 
nett  Import  of  1830,  gives  $12,000,000,^66,200,000,  the 
nett  average  import  of  six  years,  will  give  if  14, 100, 000 
as  the  nett  revenue  arising  from  the  basis  assumed  by  the 
Sccretaiy  of  the  Treasury?  subject,  however,  to  the  re- 
duction of  $300,000  for  the  reduced  duty  on  winca  after 
March,  1834,  leaving  $13,800,000  as  the  actual  revenue, 
instead  of  the  $18,000,000  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Mr.  A.  asked  whether  any  gentleman  could  show  a  re- 
sult difierent  from  this.     Mr.  A.  did  not,  indeed,  see  how 
the  amount  could  rise  even  so  high  as  fifteen  millions,  ad- 
mitting the  basts  taken  by  the  Secretary  to  be  a  correct 
one.     It  wa»  true,  indeed,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  Assumed  as  their  basis  tl>at  the  imports 
would  amount  to  100  millions.     But  this  was  too  mon- 
strous an  assumption  to  need  refutation.    The  year  from 


and  object  of  the  resolution  had  been  misunderstood.  The 
whole  object  of  the  bill  at  present  before  Congress  was  to 
reduce  the  revenue  to  the  expenditures  of  Government.] the  1st  of  April^  1831,  to  the  1st  of  April,  1833,  was  one 
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That  was  the  only  ground  on  which  the  bill  had  been 
brought  forward.  Now  the  first  of  the  resolutions  he  had 
offered  pursued  the  very  words  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  report,  in  which  the  Secretary  declared 
that,  taking  the  average  importations  of  the  last  six  years, 
the  revenue  tmder  the  existmelaw  of  14th  July  last  might 
ber  estimated  at  eighteen  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  Mr. 
A.  said  that  there  was  no  process  of  calculation  by  which 
he  was  able  to  make  the  average  more  than  fifleen  mil- 
lions. His  object  was  to  ascertain  by  what  process  of  cal- 
culation the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  came  to  the  result 
of  $18,000,000.  When  gentlemen  voted  against  such  an 
inquiry,  the  natural  inference  would  seem  to  be,  that  they 
feared  the  Secretary  had  been  in  the  wrong,  and  were 
afraid  to  examine.  He  would  in  a  few  words  present  to 
the  Hotise  the  process  of  calculation  by  which  he  had  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  he  had  stated. 

'The  average  gross  amount  of  foreign  imports  for  the 
last  six  years,  including  1832,  is  $86,200,000,  from  which, 
deducting  $20,000,000,  the  average  amount  of  foreign 
goods  exported,  $66,200,000,  remains  as  the  nett  amount 
of  foreign  goods  imported,  on  which  the  revenue  is  to  be 
levied.  Now,  the  table  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  gives  23  2-3  per  cent,  as  the 


of  monstrous  overtrade,  and  swelled  enormously  the  ofii' 
cial  imports  of  1831  and  1 832.  Mr.  A.  had  obtained  from 
the  treasury  quarterly  returns  of  the  last  two  years, 
(which  were  not  before  the  House.) 

As  to  the  second  resolution,  whoever  would  turn  to  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  would  find  the  fact  put 
forward,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  at  the  last 
session  recommended  a  reduction  of  the  duties  to  the 
amount  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  and  that 
the  failure  of  Congress  to  meet  those  recommendations 
furnished  the  ground  and  occasion  for  further  reduction; 
and  yet,  to  my  utter  astonisliment,  as  I  stated  on  a  former 
occasion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  1  find,  by  accurate 
calculation,  that  the  reductions  on  the  articles  of  low 
woollens,  stuifs,  silks,  linens,  coffee,  tea,  and  wines, 
amount  to  $3,377,026;  whibtthe  additions  on  the  article:^ 
of  wool,  wooUens,  including  flannels  and  carpetings,  sew- 
ing silks,  indigo,  and  salt,  amount  to  $2,322,289;  leaving 
the  actual  reductions  made  by  the  bill  of  the  14th  July, 
1832,  $1,054,737  greater  than  those  proposed  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  in  his  bill  communicated  to  this 
House. 
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These  two  facts  seem  to  me  to  lie  at  the  very  foundation 
of  the  question  of  acting  upon  the  tariflT  at  all.  If  my 
statements  are  correct,  there  is  not  the  slightest  pretext 
for  reducing  the  revenue  at  all.  If  they  are  not  correct, 
I  wish  to  be  corrected.  The  refusal  to  apply  to  the  pro- 
per quarter  for  information  would  seem  to  imply  that  the 
friends  of  the  administration  have  no  confidence  in  the 
general  statements  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  matter  will  not  bear  examining.  These  returns  went 
to  show  a  difference  of  nine  millions  in  the  last  quarter, 
ending  tlie  30th  of  September  last,  compared  with  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  1831,  and  five  millions  in  the  pre- 
vious quarter;  and  every  gentleman  acquainted  with  the 
actual  state  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country, 
knows  very  well  that  a  reduced  importation  continues,  and 
must  continue  for  a  long  time  to  come;  "so  that  the  average 
of  $86,200,000  for  several  years  to  come  must  be  consi- 
dered a  full;  if  not  a  high  estimate. 

As  to  the  estimates  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
as  another  proof  of  the  incorrectness  of  those  estimates, 
they  had  assumed  the  average  of  debentures,  and  expen- 
ses of  collection,  at  20  per  cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of 
duties.  Mr.  A.  denied  this  to  be  the  true  average;  and 
if  it  were,  it  was  no  rule  on  which  to  calculate  for  the  fu- 
ture; for  there  was  no  necessary  ratio  between  debentures 
•and  imposts.  The  only  case  in  which  it  had  been  applied 
under  the  existing  rates  of  duties,  was  to  be  found  in  the 
estimate  of  the  4th  of  June,  (Doc.  264,)  in  which  the 
gross  revenue  is  stated  to  be  $16,738,037;  the  debentures,, 
bounties,  and  expenses  of  collection,  ^,975,000;  being  24 
per  cent,  instead  of  20,  as  asserted  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on 
the  table,  because  he  thought  that  all  the  objects  of  the 
resolutions  could  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary's  re- 
port, and  on  looking  into  that  report  he  found  he  was  not 
mistaken.  He  should  send  a  portion  of  the  report  to  the 
Clerk's  table  to  be  read,  which  would  show  this.  But  he 
witfhed  to  know  why  the  off*ering  of  these  resolutions  had 
been  kept  until  now.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  had 
been  before  the  House  since  the  5th  of  December.  Could 
not  the  gentleman  have  discovered  the  supposed  error  of 
the  Secretary  before  this  time? 

The  inquiry  would  have  come  with  a  much  better  grace 
from  tlie  gentleman,  if  he  had  brought  it  forward  before 
the  present  bill  had  been  for  weeks  before  the  House.  He 
could  conceive  no  motive  for  such  a  procedure,  unless  it 
was  a  desire  to  consume  time  and  to  delay  action.  Should 
the  call  be  agreed  to,  then  the  House  would  be  told  that 
they  must  not  act  until  it  had  been  answered. 

Mr.  C.  was  against  every  thing  of  this  sort,  and  he  pro- 
tested against  them.  The  Secretary  had  told  the  gentle- 
man what  his  data  were.  If  he  should  now  send  a  new 
calculation,  some  other  gentleman  would  probably  find 
some  error  in  that;  and  then  there  must  be  a  new  call;  and 
where  is  the  business  to  end?  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  mov- 
ing to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  until 
the  2d  day  of  March  next. 

Mr.  APPLETON  said  that  he  might  sooner  have  oflTer- 
ed  the  resolutions  bad  he  sooner  made,  most  unexpected- 
ly, the  discovery  on  which  they  were  founded.  As  to 
what  the  gentleman  had  caused  to  be  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  it  was  the  very  clause  to  which  he  had  himself  re- 
ferred; that  clause  gave  the  result  to  which  the  Secretary 
camc;  but  it  gave  no  gfrounds  on  which  the  conclusion 
was  founded.  What  Mr.  A.  wanted  to  know  was,  how 
the  Secretary  came  to  such  a  result. 

Mr.  CAMBREL£NG  said  he  had  voted  to  lay  the  reso- 
lutions upon  the  table;  but  it  was  not  from  any  want  of 
courtesy  towards  the  gfentleman  from  Massachusetts,  but 
the  House  was  passing  resolution  after  resolution,  to  call 
upon  the  Secretary  for  information,  which  every  member 
had  as  much  in  his  own  power  as  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  C.  had  listened  to  the  very  ingenious  calculations, 


of  the  gentleman;  and  he  placed  about  as  much  relii|||ce 
upon  them  as  upon  the  estimates  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  no  more.  I'he  gentleman  would 
have  the  House  to  believe  that  they  had  last  year  reduced 
the  revenue,  not  by  three  millions — nor  five  millions— but 
ten  millions!  Could  any  one  want  any  data  to  discover 
the  folly  and  falsity  of  such  a  calculation  ?  Such  calcula- 
tions showed  a  want  of  tact,  a  want  of  knowing  bow  to 
arrive  at  just  results.  Should  the  gentleman  obtain  the 
information  he  sought,  still  he  must  pardon  Mr.  C.  if  he 
refused  to  believe  that  the  revenue  had  been  reduced  nine 
or  ten  millions.  Without  going  into  any  details  of  calcu- 
lation, he  was  disposed  to  believe  that  the  estimates  of 
the  Secretary  were  made  with  as  much  accuracy  as  any 
estimates  could  be  expected  to  be  made.  Mr.  C.  however, 
was  for  rejecting  all  their  arithmetical  calculations — he 
placed  no  reliance  upon  them.  However,  as  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  curiosity,  he  would  not  refuse  the  inquiry:  but  the 
answer  would  come  aAer  the  bill  had  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  APPLETON  replied,  that  he  asked  no  vote  from 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  on  courtesy;  he  desired 
no  gentleman's  vote  on  any  such  ground.  The  gentleman 
had  said,  he  would  place  no  reliance  on  his  [Mr.  A.'s] 
calculations.  When  the  gentleman  had  said  this,  Mr.  A. 
thought  the  gentleman  was  coming  out  with  a  counter 
statement — a  counter  calculation.  But  no  such  thing  had 
appeared.  Now  it-was  said,  and  said  truly,  that  **  figures 
could  not  lie."  And  Mr.  A.  was  willing  to  put  his  own 
calculations  against  the  gentleman's.  But  since  the  gen- 
tleman had  chosen  to  put  his  own  calculations  in  competi- 
tion with  Mr.  A.'s,  he  would  say,  that  in  all  the  calcula- 
tions which  had  come  either  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  or  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Treasury,  he  had 
found  nothing  that  would  compare  with  the  gentleman's 
assertion  that  the  protected  articles  amounted  to  fifty  mil' 
lions! 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  would 
take  as  much  pains  on  the  subject  of  tonnage — 

Here  Mr.  CLAY  called  to  order.  Gentlemen  were  re- 
ferring to  matters  which  had  no  relation  to  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  resumed.  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  figures  never  lied.  But  Mr.  C.  had  put  the  lie 
on  all  those  which  contradicted  the  statements  from  the 
treasury.  But  it  was  not  true  that  figures  never  lied. 
It  was  an  old  adage,  that  in  matters  of  finance  figures  did 
not  tell  truth.  When  the  gentleman  undertook  to  correct 
his  calculations,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  furnish  a 
little  information  on  the  subject  of  the  domestic  and  foreign 
tonnage  of  this  country:  a  subject  far  more  important  than 
that  involved  in  the  gentleman's  resolutions. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr,  Clai's  motion  to 
postpone,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  78,  nays  82. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  now  moved  for  the  orders  of  the 
day.- 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  hoped  the  gentleman  would  defer 
this  motion  until  the  question  should  be  taken  on  the  mat- 
ter which  the  House  had  just  refused  to  postpone. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  declining, 

Mr.  DICKSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  pro- 
ceeding to  the  orders  of  the  day.  'I'hey  were  taken,  and 
stood — yeas  94,  nays. 67. 

[The  resolution  was  on  a  subsequent  day  agreed  to 
without  further  debate.] 

So  the  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on. the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Watkk  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consi- 
deration  of  the 

TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  B.  SHEPARD  being  entitled  to  the 
Hoor,  rose  to  address  the  committee.  He  said  he  had 
moved  last  night  that  the  committee  should  rise,  not  be- 
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caw  he  had  any  thing  to  say,  that  could  not  be  as  well 
said  then  as  now,  or  that  he  had  not  as  lief  say  then  as 
now,  but  because  he  had  not  the  physical  ability,  after  a 
session  of  six  hours,  to  g^ve  coherency  to  the  few  ideas 
with  which  it  was  his  intention  to  trouble  the  committee, 
lam  well  aware,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  every  gentleman  here 
is  desirous  of  disposing  of  this  tedious  subject,  without 
more  debate;  none  can  be  more  tired  of  it  than  I  am. 

Man  has  been  denominated  by  some  enthusiastic  ad- 
mirers of  political  economy,  an  animal  that  makes  ex- 
changes; he  has  here  been  called  a  plundering  animal; 
were  I  permitted  to  add  one  to  the  many  definitions  which 
have  been  given  by  philosophers  of  that  singular  creature, 
I  should  say  he  is  an  animal  that  makes  tariff  speeches. 
The  definition  would  undoubtedly  characterize  him,  as  he 
is  known  in  the  United  States,  more  particularly  on  this 
floor — here  **doeti  ifidodigue,**  wc  all  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject; I  shall,  therefore,  make  no  apology  to  the  House 
for  indulging  a  national  propensity — ***tis  no  sin  for  a 
man  to  labor  in  his  vocation.'*  I  am  not,  however,  one 
of  those  gentlemen  who  believe  that  all  knowledge  on 
this  subject  is  derived,  like  FalstafPs  knowledge  of  the 
true  prince,  from  instinct;  it  is  to  me,  viewed  in  any  way 
I  am  capable  of  viewing  it,  a  subject  of  great  difficulty. 
It  is  peculiarly  at  this  time  a  subject  of  fearful  interest, 
and  requiring  for  its  adjustment  all  this  House  possesses 
of  intelligence,  integrity,  and  patriotism.  Sir,  I  most 
solemnly  believe  the  times  require  each  man  should  speak 
.  out,  candidly  and  freely,  his  real  sentiments  upon  the 
subject  of  this  protective  policy;  that  a  great  responsibi- 
lity rests  upon  the  members  of  this  House,  a  responsibility 
which,  if  we  fail  now  to  meet,  we  basely  abandon  the 
high  trust  committed  to  our  care. 

The  United  States  exhibit,  at  this  time,  a  spectacle  hi- 
therto unseen  and  unknown -upon  earth;  one  that,  for  the 
credit  of  humanity,  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  never  occur 
again — a  people  endowed  with  all  that  heaven  or  earth 
can  bestow  to  make  them  happy  and  contented,  abound- 
ing i:i  every  thing  essential  to  prosperity,  and  even  gran- 
deur, among  the  nations  of  the  world,  (if  the  term  is  not 
offensive  to  some  around  mc;)  and  yet,  amidst  all  these 
blessings,  we  daily  hear  it  proclaimed,  in  high  places,  we 
are  on  the  eve  of  revolution.  A  revolution  to  put  down 
what?  Sonne  usurper  living  on  the  vitals  of  the  communi- 
ty? Some  conqueror  revelling  in  the  spoils  of  vanquish- 
ed  provinces,  snatching  from  wealth  its  abundance,  from 
penury  its  pittance,  to  swell  the  pride,  the  pomp,  and 
power  of  an  individual?  No,  sir!  A  revolution  to  put 
down  the  power  of  the  majority  of  the  people  themselves 
— a  revolution  which  I  can  compare  to  nothing  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  madness  and  folly  of  mankind,  but  the  infidel 
fi.iry  of  the  anarchists  of  France,  who  desecrated  the  tem- 
ple of  the  only,  true  God,  to  erect  what  they  called  the 
statue  of  reason  in  its  stead.  The  nations  of  Europe.arc 
now  contending  for  self-government:  we  seem  to  be  get- 
ting tired  of  it:  they  arc  contending  against  the  will  and 
dominion  of  one  man;  some  here  complain  of  the  domi- 
nion of  the  many.  What,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic, is  called  by  an  admiring  world  the  beau  ideal  of  liberty, 
I  have  heard  on  this  floor  pronounced  the  perfection  of 
despotism.  Such,  alas,  is  the  unhappy,  the  miserable 
condition  of  poor  human  nature! 

Whatever  may  be  the  final  action  of  Congress  upon  the 
subject  of  tlie  revenue,  nothing  should  be  done  without 
caution  and  deliberation,  and  after  a  careful  inspection  of 
our  commercial,  agricultural,  and  manufacturing  situation. 
Upon  our  decision  of  this  question  rests  the  prosperity  of 
every  man  in  the  community.  I  look,  sir,  upon  the  man, 
who  would  dissever  these  three  great  interests,  indissolu- 
ble in  their  natural  affinities,  and  essential  to  the  prospe- 
rity of  every  great  nation,  as  a  mere  empiric,  a  political 
quack  whose  nostrums  may  momentarily  infuse  vigor  into 
the  body  politic,  but  eventually  leave  it  haggard  and  de- 


pressed. And  unless  the  fickle  legislation  of  Congress  is 
to  be  the  reproach  of  our  institutions,  and  the  curse  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  we  ought  to  place  this  matter 
on  such  a  basis,  that,  hereafter,  every  roan  may  rest  se- 
cure, himself  and  his  property,  of  being  under  ihc  pro- 
tection of  equal,  just,  and  permanent  laws.  For,  if  there 
is  a  tyranny  more  peculiarly  hard  to  bear,  more  harass- 
ing to  the  spirit,  it  is  that  of  fluctuating  legislation.  Its 
oppression  is  more  severe  from  being  unexpected;  no  in- 
dustry can  obviate  it,  no  sagacity  can  foresee  it. 

When  the  tariff  laws  of  1834  and  1828  were  under 
discussion,  it  was  contended,  with  great  force  and  justice 
by  the  anti-tariff  party,  that  all  free  Governments  should 
interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  domestic  arrange- 
ments and  industry  of  its  citizens;  that  all  material  changes 
in  the  policy  of  a  nation,  the  object  of  which  was  Uic 
transferring  capital  from  one  occupation  to  another, 
should  be  made  with  great  caution,  and  only  on  great 
emergencies.  If  these  propositions  are  true  of  such  Go- 
vernments generally,  they  are  still  more  worthy  of  atten- 
tion in  a  Government  like  ours,  which  is  of  strictly  enu- 
merated powers,  and  dependent  for  its  stability  on  public 
opinion — ^in  a  Government  where  the  fasliion  of  to-day 
may  be  reprobated  by  to-morrow ;  and  an  investment  of 
capital,  made  under  the  sanction  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, may  be  prostrated  by  a  fickle  legislation,  influ- 
enced by  the  whim  and  caprice  of  the  moment,  or  the 
varying  policy  and  interest  of  rival  political  parties.  It 
was  upon  such  principles  of  general  reasoning  that  1  am 
now,  and  always  have  been,  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the 
tariff  laws. 

I  thought  such  a  system  ought  not  to  be  forced  on  the 
country,  but  that  every  man  should  be  permitted  to  fol- 
low such  pursuits  as  were  most  congenial  to  his  habits  and 
disposition.  That  if  by  this  policy  the  people  advanced 
more  slowly  in  the  accumulation  of  property,  they  would 
be  more  virtuous,  less  exposed  to  the  temptations  of  ex- 
traordinary wealth— a  state  of  things  but  little  congenial 
with  plain  republican  institutions.  1  thought  likewise, 
that  if  the  policy  of  protective  laws  was  less  doubtful, 
the  tariff  of  1828  Was  ill-judged  and  inexpedient.  It 
attempted  too  much;  it  embraced  subjects  of  oppomte 
characters:  while  with  one  hand  it  gave  a  bounty,  with 
the  other  it  imposed  a  tax  upon  the  same  thing,  showing, 
as  has  been  correctly  observed  by  the  anti-tariff  memonal, 
that  tliere  was  **  an  avowed  want  of  information  on  the 
subject;  it  would  have  been  a  wiser  course  to  wait  until 
that  information  was  obtained."  In  fact,  sir,  the  tariff  of 
1828  was  not  intended  by  many  of  those  who  assisted  in 
making  it,  to  aid  peculiarly  any  species  of  manufacture 
except  that  of  a  President;  and  we  are  now  reaping  the 
bitter  fruits  of  such  legislation. 

The  act,  however,  has  passed;  it  was  imposed  on  the 
country  fur  weal  or  for  wo;  it  has  disappointed  in  some 
measure  the  hopes  of  its  friends  and  tlie  predictions  uf 
its  enemies;  it  is  recorded  among  your  laws,  and  no  hu- 
man power  can  place  the  counti-y  in  the  same  situation  it 
was  in  prior  to  its  passage. 

The  question  now,  however,  is  not  one  of  laying  on, 
but  one  of  taking  off  duties;  we  are  inquiring  how  we 
shall  provide  for  the  present  posture  of  affairs.  Our  na- 
tional debt  is  about  to  be  paid  off;  we  shall  have  upon  our 
hands  a  large  surplus  revenue;  how  shall  we  relieve  the 
country  from  the  anticipated  danger  of  this  alarming  ple- 
thora? We  are  told  by  some  of  our  statesmen,  (I  beg 
pardon  of  the  shades  of  the  illustrious  men  who  once 
bore  that  name,  I  meant  some  of  our  politicians,)  that  the 
National  Legislature  cannot  be  trusted  with  one  dollar 
more  than  the  bare  necessitTes  the  stern  exigencies  of  the 
Government  require.  Bargain,  intrigue,  and  corruption, 
we  dre  ,told,  will  stalk  barefaced  and  uncovered  through- 
out this  hall,  unless  speedily  prevented.  I  have  not  yet, 
sir,  lost  all  confidence  in  republican  institutions;  I  do  not 
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believe  the  people  of  this  country  are  yet  sufficiently 
cofTupted  to  send  members  to  this  House  base  enough, 
either  to  barter  away  their  liberty  or  squander  their  mo- 
ney; when  I  do  believe  it,  I  shall  think  representative 
Governments  a  mere  delusion.  I  have,  however,  no  ob> 
jectlon  that  gentlemen  should  estimate  their  power  of 
resisting  temptation  by  whatever  standard  they  please. 

It  is  impossible  at  this  period  to  discuss  this  matter  of 
the  tariff  exclusively  on  its  own  merits;  it  has  become  so 
intermingled  with  all  the  political  questions  of  the  times, 
has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  excitement,  that  it  is  thrust 
into  every  question  and  relation  in  society.  In  the  few 
discursive  remarks  which  I  intend  making  on  this  subject, 
I  hope  the  committee  will  pardon  me,  if,  in  following  the 
example  of  others,  I  talk  about  that  subject  most  interest- 
ing to  myself.  It  may  very  properU'  be  asked,  why  this 
inordinate  desire,  at  this  session  of  Congress,  to  hurry 
through  the  House  a  bill  of  such  vast  importance  as  this 
evidently  is?  The  bill  of  July,  1832,  has  not  yet  gone  in- 
to operation;  no  man  can  tell  its  precise  effect  upon  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  Has  that  bill  been  found  to  de- 
ceive its  friends  in  reducing  the  revenue?  I  will  trouble 
the  committee  with  a  few  words  in  relation  to  that  mea- 
sure. I  am  more  inclined  to  do  so,  because  I  perceive  it 
is  about  to  be  murdered  in  the  womb;  and  before  the  final 
blow  Is  struck,  I  will  do  it  an  act  of  passing  justice.  Hav* 
ing  voted  for  that  bill,  in  company  with  a  large  majority 
of  my  colleagues,  and  a  majority  of  the  Southern  delega- 
tion, as  a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  Government, 
and  to  relieve  the  people  from  the  pressure  of  the  tariff 
system,  I  am  surprised  to  find  endeavors  very  industrious- 
ly made  to  circulate  a  belief,  that,  so  far  from  alleviating 
the  burdens  of  the  South,  they  are  aggravated  by  that 
bill.  I  saw  an  article  in  the  Telegraph  of  this  city,  pub- 
lished a  few  days  ago,  addressed  to  the  people  of  Georgia, 
and  bearing,  among  others,  the  signature  of  a  gentleman 
on  this  floor,  [Mr.  Ollttov,']  containing  the  following 
words:  «  The  character  of  the  act  of  1832  is  distinct] v 
marked.  Its  diminished  credits,  its  requisition  of  cash 
payments,  its  increase  of  the  value  of  the  pound  sterling, 
its  discriminating  duties,  will  show'  that  the  burdens  im- 
posed upon  you  are  decidedly  increased,  yet  you  are  told 
that  this  act  is  a  concession,  '  an  effort  to  moderate  the 
burdens  of  the  South;'  that,  like  the^ travelled  dove,  it 
comes  with  the  olive  branch  to  give  you  future  security. 
The  treacherous  kiss  of  Judas  is  not  more  deceptive.  A 
concession  with  the  odious  principle  of  protection  retained 
as  the  permanent  policy  of  the  Government!  No,  it  is  no 
concession;  its  object  is  rather  to  lull  you  into  false  secu- 
rity." This  paper,  although  addressed  to  the  people  of 
Georgia,  is  evidently  intended  for  the  whole  South,  and 
conveys  an  imputation  upon  the  intelligence  and  integrity 
of  every  Southern  anti-tariff  gentleman  who  voted  for  the 
bill  of  1832.  As  one  of  those  individuals,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed that  the  slightest  taint  of  inconsistency  shall  be  at- 
tached to  any  vote  of  mine  to  gratify  any  man,  any  set  of 
men,  or  any' party  whatever.  Upon  the  subject  of  this 
tariff  I  have  acted  upon  but  one  set  of  principles,  and  up- 
on those  same  principles  I  intend  to  continue  to  act. 

This  is  a  repetition  of  a  charge  contained  in  an  address 
published  by  the  South  Carolina  delegation  shoHly  af^er 
the  close  of  the  last  session,  and  circulated  very  generally 
throughout  the  Southern  country.  These  loving  appeals 
to  one's  constituents  are  not  generally  fair  subjects  of  criti- 
cisni{  they  are  intended  for  the  partial  eye  of  friendship. 
Some  of  those  names  attached  to  these  statements  are, 
however^  so  notorious  in  connexion  with  this  tariff  matter, 
that  they  carry  great  weight  with  them  among  two-thirds 
of  the  people  south  of  the  Potomac;  it  therefore  becomes 
necessary  that  even  small  errors^  such  as  great  minds  inad- 
vertently make,  should  at  once  be  corrected.  It  is  very 
idle  to  say  that  the  tariff  bill  of  183S  recognised  the  prin- 
dple  of  protection;  it  recognised  it  no  more  and  no  less 


than  every  act  fbr  reducing  revenue,  or  raising  revenue, 
has  done  since  the  organization  of  the  Government.  The 
allegation,  therefore,  is  merely  gratuitous.  As  regards 
«  diminished  credits  and  cash  payments,"  the  impolicy  of 
the  existing  law  was  so  satisfactorily  shown  by  the  memo- 
rial of  the  anti-tariff  convention,  that  I  voted  to  repeal  it, 
in  compliance  with  the  unanimous  wish,  as  expressed  in 
in  the  memorial  of  the  Southern  people. 

Another  source  of  lamentation  is  "  tlie  increased  value 
of  the  pound  sterling."  By  the  law  of  1799,  regulating 
the  value  of  foreign  coins,  the  poimd  sterling  of  England 
was  estimated  to  be  worth  four  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents  of  our  currency;  owing  to  the  fluctuation  in  the  re- 
lative value  of  gold  and  silver,  its  real  value  had  become 
four  dollars  and  eighty  cents.  I  voted  to  put  it  at  its  true 
and  real  value,  because  I  like  to  call  things  by  their  right 
names;  I  had,  however,  a  still  better  reason :  when  I  vote 
for  a  bill  laying  a  duty  of  10,  15,  or  25  per  cent.,  when  I 
assist  in  publishing  to  the  world  that  such  a  duty  has  been 
laid,  I  am  desirous  of  dealing  candidly  and  fairly  with  the 
public.  I  would  not  assist  in  g^nting  a  boon  in  the  first 
part  of  an  instrument,  and  insert  a  condition  in  the  latter 
part  rendering  the  grant  valueless.  To  have  pursued  a 
different  course  might  have  evinced  more  political  cun- 
ning, but  would  not  have  added  much  to  the  reputation 
of  the  American  Congress;  as  one  of  the  humblest  of  its 
members,  I  am  willing  to  share  the  odium  of  that  measure. 

The  bill  of  July,  however,  it  is  said^  makes  discriminat- 
ing duties;  it  releases  luxuries  from  taxation,  and  throws 
the  burden  of  supporting  the  Government  upon  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life;  it  oppresses  the  poor;  «  this  is  pitiful, 
'tis  wondrous  pitiful,'*  and,  doubtless,  has  been  the  foun- 
dation of  many  a  moving  address  and  eloquent  harangue. 
It  may  have  been  said  in  the  flirioso  language  of  the  day, 
that  a  grinding,  cruel,  and  unrelenting  msjority  of  Con- 
gress, msensible  to  the  miseries  and  sufferings  of  an  op- 
pressed people,  have  had  the  unprecedented,  enormous, 
and  daring  effrontery  to  gjrant  to  a  high-toned  and  chival- 
rous people  their  tea  and  coffee  without  tax.  Horrible 
as  this  charge  seems  to  be,  and  alarming  as  it  is  to  a  con- 
scientious man,  it  is  very  easy  to  show  that  it  comes  with 
a  very  bad  grace  from  the  source  it  does,  and,  as  applica- 
ble to  the  state  of  thingfs  in  the  South,  has  little  or  no 
foundation.  It  is  difficult,  in  a  country  so  prosperous  as 
every  part  of  the  United  States  is,  to  draw  a  distinction 
between  luxuries  and  necessaries;  in  every  community, 
they  are  merely  correlative  terms;  in  rude  and  savage 
states  of  society,  necessaries  are  such  articles  as  sustam 
existence;  as  society  advances  in  refine nncnt,  what  was 
formerly  a  luxury  becomes  a  necessary.  I  would  here 
remark,  that  the  argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
near  me,  [Mr.  Choate,]  that  the  Southern  people,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  wealth  and  population,  are  non-consum- 
ers, is  literally  true. 

It  is  perfectly  well  known  to  every  gentleman  familiar 
with' the  domestic  arrangements  of  the  mass  of  the  South- 
ern people,  that  two-thirds  of  them  are  clad  in  their  own 
domestic  manufactures:  I  have  known  many  planters,  the 
owners  of  large  families  of  slaves,  who  purchase  nothing 
from  the  stores  but  iron,  salt,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  a 
few  other  trifling  articles  of  luxury  or  convenience. 
Now,  is  it  not  more  important  to  these  men  that  they 
should  purchase  such  articles  as  tea  and  coffee  cheaply, 
which  are  of  daily  and  constant  use,  than  the  broadcloths 
of  England?  The  latter  surely  are  not  so  essential  to  their 
comfort,  and  the  want  of  them  is  not  depriving  them  of 
an  article  ypon  which  they  set  much  value.  They  prefer 
their  own  domestic  manufactures,  and  I  hope  the  day 
never  will  arrive  when  the  loom  and  the  spindle  are  to  be 
»lent  around  the  hearths  of  our  fathers.  To  me  there  is 
no  sight  more  cheering  than  of  a  family  clad  entirely  by 
its  own  labor.  It  presents  a  spectacle  of  substantial  com- 
fort and  sturdy  independence,  not  surpassed  in  any  quar- 
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tep  of  the  globe.  I  confess  I  never  visit  such  scenes  with- 
out returning  from  them  elevated  and  purified  in  feeling; 
I  go  back  in  imagination  to  other  times,  when  the  men  of 
homespun  were  legislating  in  your  halls  of  Congress,  and 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  revolution.  So  long  as  the  Fe- 
deral Governments  tax  gatherer  does  not  cross  the  doors 
of  this  worthy  class  of  society,  they  are  independent  of 
its  legislation:  secure  in  the  *<  noiseless  tenor  of  their 
way,"  they  are  happy,  unmolested  by  the  visions  of  ava- 
rice, or  the  dreams  of  ambition.  If  this  distinction  be- 
tween necessaries  and  luxuries  were  substantially  true, 
who  has  any  right  to  complain?  If  luxuries  tend  to  elevate 
man  in  the  scale  of  social  existence;  if  they  follow  jn  the 
march  of  civilization,  and  make  a  part  of  it,  why,  in  a 
Government  of  equals,  should  not  every  thing  that  tends  to 
refine  our  natures,  to  smooth  the  asperities  of  life,  and 
elevate  man  in  the  scale  of  animated  beings,  be  placed 
within  the  reach  of  llie  poorest  individual  in  society  ? 

Having  disposed  of  the  morality  of  this  matter,  let  us 
now  look  to  its  logic.  I  will  not  take  up  the  tariff  bill  of 
1832,  and,  comparing  it  with  the  act  of  1828,  ask  gentle- 
men if  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  iron,  on  cotton  goods, 
on  sugar,  on  woollen  cloths,  on  negro  clothing,  on  blan- 
kets, &c.,  was  not  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  the  neces- 
saries of  life:  this  would  be  confuting  them  by  the  plain 
rule  of  subtraction,  a  species  of  argument  utterly  beneath 
gentlemen  who  deal  in  the  sublimities  of  metaphysics:  I 
will  take  the  rule  they  themselves  have  furnished. 

The  theory  which  has  produced  such  excitement  in  one 
portion  of  the  South  against  the  tariff,  and  which  I  pre- 
sume is  believed  by  all  those  who  condemn  the  act  of 
1832,  if  we  include  the  xiltra-tarifT  men,  who,  by  their  as- 
sociations in  that  vote,  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  proposi- 
tion, <<  tliat  the  extremes  are  sometimes  nearer  together 
than  the  means,"  is  thus  expounded  by  one  of  its  ablest 
supporters:  (Report  of  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  by 
Mr.  McDuffie,  Februliry  8,  1832.)  "  As  the  restrictions 
imposed  upon  the  productions  of  Southern  industry  are 
afiected  by  the  agency  of  indirect  taxes,  the  burdens  im- 
posed upon  the  planting  States  by  the  protect'uig  system 
are  not  very  inaccurately  measured  by  the  amount  of  taxes 
levied  upon  their  productions.  A.nd  when  the  inequality 
of  the  Government  disbursements  are  added  to  the  ine- 
quality of  contributions  exacted  by  import  duties,  it  may 
be  confidently  affirmed  tliat  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
the  planting  States  by  the  taxation,  prohibition,  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Federal  Government  are  more  than 
equal  to  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  upon  those  imports 
which  are  obtained  in  exchange  for  the  three  great  agri- 
cultural staples  of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  rice.  That  a 
duly  upon  an  import  is  equivalent  to  the  same  amount  of 
duty  upon  the  export  which  has  been  exchanged  for  it,  is 
but  a  self-evident  proposition  to  all  who  correctly  compre- 
hendits  import.  The  planter  is  as  injuriously  affected  by 
the  one  duty  as  he  would  be  by  the  other,  without  any 
reference  whatever  to  his  own  consumption." 

Here  is  a  direct  and  unequivocal  admission^tliat  the 
consumer  of  an  article,  as  such,  has  no  interest  at  all  in 
the  duty  paid  by  that  article;  it  is  therefore  of  no  import- 
ance to  him  whether  the  duty  is  ten,  fifteen,  or  thirty 
per  centum,  nor  from  what  article  the  revenue  is  collect- 
ed. Now,  if  this  proposition  is  true,  and  I  admit  its  truth 
for  the  present  occasion,  the  growers  of  rice,  cotton,  and 
tobacco,  which  articles  constitute  two-thirds  of  the  Ame- 
rican produciions  exchanged  for  foreign  goods,  pay  two- 
thirds  of  tlie  gpross  amount  of  duties  charged  on  foreign 
importations,  or,  as  has  been  estimated,  forty  percent.,  a 
per  cent,  somewhat  below  the  true  amount.  Let  us  apply 
this  rule  to  the  reduction  of  duties  by  the  tariff  of  1832, 
to  ascertain  the  relief  yielded  to  the  rice,  cotton,  and  to- 
bacco men.  If  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  by  the  bill  of 
July,  1832,  amounted  to  $5,187,078,  as  was  estimated  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  tlie  relief  to  those  individuals. 


exclusively,  was  $2,074,831.  Is  this  no  relief  to  this 
class  of  society?  They  must  know  otherwise  if  they 
honestly  believe  they  bear  so  large  a  share  of  the  burden: 
and  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  small  class  of  indivi- 
duftls,  even  in  the  South,  directly  interested  in  the  pro- 
duction of  these  articles,  the  relief  to  them  under  this 
view  of  their  case,  and  by  tliat  bill, was  oC  vast  importance. 
But,  sir,  what  becomes  of  this  oppression  on  the  poor? 
Are  the  poor  the  growers  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco^  or 
was  it  intended  as  a  mere  figure  of  speech,  a  pathetic 

appeal? — 

Spargere  ambiguas  voecs 
In  vuigum. 

Hiid  I  voted  against  the  bill,  believing  this  modem  doc- 
trine, I  should  have  felt  myself  bound,  as  a  conmstejit 
man,  to  have  gone  home  and  told  my  constituents  that  a 
proposition  was  made  in  Congress  to  relieve  them  from 
two  millions  of  their  burdens,  which  I  had  rejected  with 
scorn,  but  that  I  had  brought  them  the  glonous  remedy 
of  nullification.  I  knew  the  temper  of  that  people  too 
well;  I  knew  they  were  devotedly  attached  to  the  Union 
of  these  States,  as  the  last  hope  of  liberty  upon  earth, 
and  that  they  were  not  inclined  to  jeopard  it  upon  a  doubt- 
ful point  of  political  economy.  Whenever,  sir,  I  persuade 
the  people  whom  I  represent,  to  resist  the  laws  of  this 
Government,  it  will  be  such  resistance  as  freemen  should 
make,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  not  a  pettifogging 


chicanery  through  the  courts 

But,  sir,  if  the  bill  of  1832  was  radically  wrong,  the 
same  objections  apply  to  the  bill  on  your  table;  it  has  also 
the  mark  of  the  beast  upon  U.  This  bUldoes  not  restore 
the  credit  system;  it  does  not  restore  the  false  valuation 
of  tlie  pound  sterling;  it  has  likewise  discriminating  duties; 
it  only  carries  out  the  principle  of  the  bill  of  1832,  and 
reduces  the  revenue  nearer  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Its  discriminating  duties  are  of  a  more  partial 
character  than  any  bill  ever  presented  to  tliis  House;  it 
protects  some  species  of  iron  (the  most  oppressive  part  of 
the  tariff)  by  a  duty  of  76  per  cent.;  while  cotton  goods, 
a  manufacture  nearly  acclimated,  are  protected  by  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent.  When,  however,  the  contest  is  for  prin- 
ciple, I  will  not  do  any  one  the  injustice  to  suppose  that 
money  will  answer,  should  it  amount  to  thousands;  and 
unless  that  principle  be  yielded,  nothing  lias  been  gained. 
[  do  not  know  how  gentlemen  will  vote  on  the  final  pas- 
sage of  this  bill;  all  that  I  am  anxious  about  is,  that  if 
hereafter  there  should  be  any  charge  of  inconsistency,  it 
may  rest  precisely  where  truth  and  justice  demand. 

This  act  of  1832  was  no  favorite  of  mine:  1  was  satis- 
fied it  would  not  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
intended,  and  that  it  did  not  extend  its  own  principle 
sufficient  for  the  occasion.  During  all  the  discussion  on 
this  subject,  I  watched  the  scene  with  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety;  I  was  desirous  of  seeing  a  deliberate  expression 
of  opinion  between  the  two  g^at  antagonist  principles 
in  the  country,  *<  protection  and  no  protection;"  or  if 
there  were  a  third  principle  that  would  satisfy  all  parties. 
I  listened  in  vain  for  the  latter  principle;  I  heard,  clay 
afler  day,  speeches  upon  crude  and  ill-digested  theories, 
but  heard  nothing  more  practicable  tlian  the  jnode  of 
concession  proposed  in  the  bill  of  1832. 

The  principle  of  collecting  the  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  one  set  of  articles  in  order  to  give  incidental 
protection  to  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  establishes 
nothing  new  in  our  legislaftion;  it  is  a  docti^ne  as  old  as 
the  constitution;  and  m  1816,  when  this  matter  of  the 
tariff  first  began,  it  was  distinctly  admitted  by  the  anti- 
Urifl'  party.  When  the  tariff  of  1816  (the  cause  of  all 
our  wo)  was  under  discussion,  Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia, 
a  strenuous  opposer  of  that  bill,  said  <*  he  would  not  deny 
that,  in  the  imposition  of  duties  for  the  purpose  of  reve- 
nue, it  is  wise  to  select  your  objects;  that  while  the  ori- 
ginal intent  is  secured,  the  interest  of  the  manufacturer 
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is  regarded  as  an  incidental  consideration."  It  is  not, 
however,  necessary  to  go  so  far  back  in  our  history  for  a 
lejpslative  recognition  of  this  principle.  The  present 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  message  to  this 
House,  of  December  8,  1839,  ssid:  "Looking  forward 
to  the  period,  not  &r  distant,  when  a  sinking  fund  will 
no  longer  be  required,  the  duties  on  those  articles  of  im- 
portation which  cannot  come  in  competition  with  our 
productions,  are  the  first  that  should  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  in  the  modification  of  the  tariff.  Of 
tliese,  tea  and  coffee  are  the  most  prominent;  they  enter 
largely  into  the  consumption  of  the  country,- and  ^have 
become  articles  of  necessity  to  all  classes.  A  reduction, 
therefore,  of  the  existing  duties  will  be  felt  as  a  common 
benefit;  but,  like  all  other  legislation  connected  with 
commerce,  to  be  efficacious  and  not  injurious,  it  should 
be  (gradual  and  certain."  In  compliance  with  this  Exe- 
cutive recommendation,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  of  that  day  [Mr.  McDirrrTi]  reported 
a  bill  to  this  House  reducing  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee, 
which  became  a  law,  and  which  1  voted  for  with  great 
pleasure. 

The  address  of  the  anti-tariff  convention  of  Southern 
people,  assembled  in  Philadelphia,  in  1831,  likewise  ad- 
mits the  constitutionality  of  a  tariff  for  incidental  protec- 
tion. -  That  address,  said  to  have  been  written  by  oneV>f 
the  gentlemen  who  signs  this  Georgia  manifesto  against 
the  act  of  July,  183^  (Mr.  Berrien,}  contains  these 
words:  **  They  admit  the  power  of  Conmss  (speaking 
of  the  opinion  of  the  South)  to  lay  and  collect  such  duties 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue, 
and  within  these  limits  so  to  arrange  these  duties  as  inci- 
dentally, and  to  that  extent,  to  give  protection  to  the 
manufacturer." 

U  seems  to  me,  if  we  were  to  raise  a  revenue  by  imposts, 
it  is  a  matter  of  but  little  consequence  to  the  community, 
generally,  upon  what  articles  it  is  raised.  Take,  for  ex- 
ample, sug^r  and  coffee.  Can  it  make  any  difference  to 
the  consumer  of  these  two  articles  (I  take  it  for  granted 
he  is  the  only  person  concerned)  whether  he  pays  two 
and  a  half  cents  a  pound  on  sugar,  and  a  half  a  cent  on 
coffee,  or  three  cents  on  sugar,  and  nothing  on  coffee? 
I  contend  it  does  not;  the  drinker  of  a  cup  of  coffee  nei- 
ther feels  nor  cares  upon  which  of  the  two  articles  he  pays 
the  duty.  It  makes,  however,  a  vast  difference  to  a  large 
and  valuable  interest  in  the  nation;  for  by  one  process 
you  injure  the  sugar  planter,  without  communicating  a 
benefit  to  any  interest  whatever.  If  it  really  makes  any 
difference  to  the  mass  of  the  community,  of  such  vast 
■magnitude,  gpon  what  articles  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try is  raised,  I  confess  I  cannot  perceive  it,  and  I  pre- 
sume it  is  only  visible  to  our  political  metaphysicians,  who 

**  HMve  optiei  keen,  fljil  well  I  ween, 
*<  To  aee  what  ia  not  to  be  Kcn.*> 

One  assertion,  I  presume,  is  as  good  as  another  in  this 
matter;  I  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  saying  that, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  aiSd  considering 
the  situation  of  the  country,  the  act  of  1833  was  a  great 
and  valuable  concession  of  the  majority  of  this  House  to 
the  alleged  grievances  of  the  minority.  For  if  there  is  a 
principle  which  should  be  held  sacred  in  the  legislation 
of  this  country,  it  is,  that  an  interest  created  by  the  law 
should  not  be  wantonly  destroyed  by  the  law.  If,  more- 
over, the  bill  of  July  was  not  as  beneficial  to  the  South 
as  it  might  have  been,  it  was,  in  some  measure,  the  fault 
of  the  South.  The  bill,  as  originally  reported,  contained 
a  clause  giving  partial  relief  to  the  shipping  interest  of 
the  country,  from  the  excessive  burden  laid  on  that  inte- 
rest by  the  tariff  of  1828:  this  clause  was  struck  out  by 
Southern  votes.  It  requires,  I  should  suppose,  no  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  a  free  trade  people  ought  to  encou- 
rage the  shipping  interest;  and  if  the  people  of  the  South 
are,  as  we  have  been  told,  industriously  engaged  in  manu- 
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facturing  British  woollens  out  of  Southern  cotton,  they 
ought,  as  a  reward  for  their  ingenuity,  be  permitted  to 
carry  these  articles  to  market  in  an  untaxed  vessel.* 

Did  I  believe  it  essential  to  the  prosperity  or  welfare  of 
the  Southern  States,  that  the  manufiictories  of  the  "North 
should  be  levelled  with  the  dust,  it  would  be  an  unpleasant 
duty  to  vote  a  benefit  to  myself  which  would  be  the  en- 
tire ruin  of  Another.  ^  few  summers  ago,  while  flying 
from  the  demon  of  ill  health,  I  visited  New  England.  I 
found  her  towns  and  villages  crowded  with  an  industrious 
and  enterprising  population;  her  hills  and  valleys  redolent 
with  heahh,  prosperity,  and  contentment.  EVery  mind 
seemed  to  be  intent;  every  hand  was  occupied.  The 
world  does  not  contain  a  more  flourishing  community. 
There  the  advantages  of  education  are  extended  to  the 
poorest  individual  in  society,  and  that  society  receives  its 
remuneration  in  its  sober,  industrious,  ai\d  economical 
habits.  If  the  divine  Plato  were  alive,  lie  would  no 
longer  draw  upon  his  imagination  for  a  specimen  of  a 
perfect  republic;  he  would  there  find  a  community  in 
which  the  humblest  individual  had  the  same  voice  with 
his  more  wealthy  neighbor  in  laying  the  public  burdens 
for  the  public  welfare.  I  asked  myself  if  it  were  possi- 
ble that  the  prosperity  of  this  people  conld  be  the  hot- 
bed production  of  an  artiflcial  system,  or  rather  if  it  were 
not  the  result  of  long  continued  toil,  of  an  industry  that 
never  tired,  of  an  economy  that  never  slept.  I  looked 
upoii  the  scene  around  me  with  no  feeling  of  murmuring 
discontent;  I  felt  the  more  rejoiced  that  it  was  a  part  of 
my  country. 

"  Homo  sum  humani  nil  a  me  aUerium  puk^'  was  said 
by  a  freed  Roman  slave.  Those  persons  who  will  study 
the  mode  of  assessing  taxes  in  New  England  for  schools 
and  other  purposes,  her  town  meetings,  in  fact,  the  whole 
organization  of  society  in  tliat  community,  must  have  a 
strange  misapprehension  of  things  if  they  can  discover 
any  aristocratic  principle.  They  will  find,  however, 
an  elasticity  of  character,  of  facility  of  adapting  their  situa- 
tion to  the  times,  g^eat  moral  energies  wnich  will  enable 
them,  should  your  legislation  prostrate  them  to  the  earth, 
to  rise,  like  Antaeus,  with  new  vigor  from  the  fall. 

It  is  contended  by  some  of  those  persons  who  complain 
the  most  of  the  operation  of  the  General  Government, 
(Mr.  McDuflie's  speech,  Ifay,  18S3,) '  "  that  it  could  no 
longer  be  disguised  that,  under  the  unjust  legislation  of 
Congress,  and  without  any  agency  of  Providence,  a  radi- 
cal hostility  of  interests  existed  between  the  two  g^eat 

*  This  allusion  will  be  unintelligible  to  those  persons 
who  have  not  attended  to  the  discoveries  which  have 
been  made  in  political  science  within  the  last  three  years 
at  Washington.  It  is  very  g^vely  contended/m  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  above  mentioned, 
"that  whether  the  duty  be  laid  on  the  export  or  the  import, 
it  is  equally  laid,  in  both  cases,  upon  the  production  of 
the  planter.  There  cannot  be  a  more  palpable  and  de- 
lusive error  than  the  vulgar  notion  that  imported  manu- 
factures, which  have  been  purchased  by  the  agricultural 
staples  of  this  country,  are  foreign  productions.  They 
are  as  strictly  and  exclusively  the  productions  of  domes- 
tic industry  as  if  they  were  manufactured  in  the  United 
States.  Looking,  then,  at  the  planting  and  manufac- 
turing States  with  the  eye  of  an  enlightened  philosophy, 
these  two  great  divisions  of  the  Union  must  be  regarded 
as  devoting  their  capital  and  labor  to  the  .production  of 
the  same  articles  for  the  very  same  market,  llie  South- 
ern States  manufacture  by  the  agency  of  ploughs,  and 
hoes,  and  horses,  what  the  Northern  States  manufacture 
by  the  agency  of  machinery,"  &c.  T.he  whole  ingenuity 
of  this  argument  consists  in  confounding  the  meaning  of 
two  very  plain  words,  viz.  property  and  production-— an 
indistinctness  of  perception,  which  is  occasionally  the  ruin 
of  many  ingenious  gentlemen. 
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tubdivisions  of  this  confederacy."  Now,  sir,  I  deny  that 
such  hostility  does  exist,  or  that  tliere  is  any  fair  reason 
for  presuming  it  can  be  made  by  any  legislation  of  Con- 
gress to  exist.  The  great  father  of  our  institutions,  fore- 
seeing this  state  of  thmgs,  has  told  us  that  upon  this  rock 
we  were  likely  to  split.  He  has  implored  us,  in  his  last 
advice,  to  resist  such  an  impression;  to  scout  such  an  idea. 
We  are  daily  becominp^  more  and  more  the  same  peo- 

£le  in  our  habits,  pursuits,  and  interests;  and  travellers 
ave  already  remarked  the  sameness  of  American  life  and 
manners.  The  constant  and  daily  communication  among 
our  people  is  wearing  away  by  the  friction  of  social  inter- 
course, the  petty  prejudices  of  situation.  "Mountains 
interposed,  no  longer  make  enemies  of  nations."  I  knew 
that  there  was  a  party  in  this  country  dating  their  origin 
from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  who  hav6  always 
been  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  people  of  the  different 
States  that  they  have  contrariant  interests — a  party  com- 
posed of  restless,  ambitious  spirits,  who  had  '*  rather  be 
the  first  man  of  an  Alpine  village  than  the  second  man  at 
Rome."  I  did,  however,  hope  that  this  sect  was  gradu- 
ally dwindling  into  insignificance.  I  firmly  believe  the 
interests  of  the  different  sections  of  this  country  so  de- 
pendent on  each  other,  that  it  is  impossible  for  one  part 
permanently  to  flourish  without  communicating  its  pros- 
perity to  those  around  it:  this  fact  has  been  satisfactorily 
attested  by  the  astonishing  results  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment of  the  country.  Who  has  not  heard  of  a  new 
world  brought  into  ex'istence  in  the  western  part  of  New 
York  by  the  genius  of  Clinton.'  With  a  mind  soaring 
libove  ^e  miserable  economists  of  his  day,  he  penetrated 
the  mysteries  of  nature,  dissipated  the  prejudices  of  the 
weak,  the  fears  of  the  timid,  and,  like  Columbus^  opened 
a  new  world  to  tlie  enterprise  of  his  countrymen.  Why, 
then,  should  I,  or  any  man,  wish  to  cripple  the  prosperity 
of  two-thirds  of  this  Union  with  the  vain  or  illusory  idea 
of  benefiting  the  other  third? 

This  question  of  the  tariff  has  been  discussed  repeat- 
edly, and  very  properly  as  one  peculiarly  interesting  to 
the  South.  I  will  consider  it,  for  a  few  moments,  as  it 
affects  that  portion  of  the  country.  In  doing  so,  I  shall 
consider  it  entirely  as  a  question  of  compromise :  I  have 
not  that  contempt  for  compromise  which  some  gentlemen 
seem  to  entertain.  If  we  were  legislating  for  a  horde  of 
savages  who  chased  their  daily  food  over  the  neigliboring 
hills^  and,  in  case  of  accident,  depended  upon  plunder  or 
the  roots  of  the  forest  for  subsistence,  we  might  despise 
all  compromise;  but  in  legislating  for  a  highly  refined  and 
artificial  state  of  society,  we  should  remember  that  civi- 
lization is  the  resist  oC  compromise.  Our  constitution  is 
itself  the  result  of  compromise;  and  the  history  of  the  very 
clauses  under  which  we  are  now  acting  (with  which  I  will 
not  trouble  the  House)  is  a  strong  illustration  of  its  gene- 
ral character. 

It  is  very  common,  in  the  political  manoeuvring  of  this 
country,  to  start  a  theory,  and,  by  way  of  giving  it  cur- 
rency and  enlisting  the  prejudices  of  an  aident  people, 
to  call  it  the  Southern  doctrine.  On  <<  argument  alone 
my  Faith  is  fsunded,"  and  1  shall  support  no  doctrines 
and  no  theories  my  understanding  does  < not  teach  me  are 
correct  and  proper.  Although  I  am  opposed  to  the  tariff 
system  in  general,  I  do  not  think  it  that  "  nUmstrum  hor- 
rendum"  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  it.  I  neither 
think  it  produces  the  bilious  fever  at  Charleston,  nor  the 
yellow  rev^r  at  New  Orleans:  it  has  sins  enough  of  its 
own  to  bear;  I  will  not  saddle  it  with  those  of  the  ima- 
gination. 

The  great  doubt  originally  entertained  upon  the  capa- 
city of  thia  country  to  manurecture  for  itself,  caused  many 
persons  to  oppose  the  system .  It  was  thought  premature ; 
that  the  country  was  too  young;  that  we  haa  too  much 
WMte  land,  offering  a  healthier  and  better  occupation  for 
our  population.     The  experiment  has,  however,  been 


tried;  the  country  has  paid  part  of  the  cost  of  the  experi- 
ment. It  ik  now  admitted  that  we  manufacture  some  ar- 
ticles as  cheap  in  this  country-«s  in  any  other,  and  we  have 
been  informed  by  documents  laid  on  our  tables,  that 
$250,000,000  are  invested  in  the  different  manufactories 
of  the  country.  Can  this  amount  of  capital  be  destroyed 
in  any  part  of  oUr  country  without  producing  distress  and 
embarrassment  throughout  its  wide  border.^  I  should  sup- 
pose no  political  economist  could  for  a  moment  doubt  up- 
on such  a  proposition;  at  all  events,  I  am  satisfied  it  would 
very  seriously  affect  that  section  of  the  country  whose  in- 
terests are  confided  to  my  care. 

If  there  are  any  two  sections  of  this  country  designed 
by  nature  for  a  close  political  and  commercial  union,  they 
are  the  southern  part  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  the  seacoast 
of  North  Carolina,  and  the  New  England  States.  Our 
earliest  colonial  history  contains  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  this  connexion;  the  cheap  navigators  of  tlie 
North  then  formed,  and  yet  form,  our  principal  means  of 
intercourse  with  the  markets  of  the  world;  whili*,  at  the 
same  time.  New  England  is  becoming  a  great  and  grow- 
ing consumer  of  our  products.  Of  the  article  of  South- 
ern corn,  alone,  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Providence  con- 
sumed, in  1831,  897,793  bushels.  Would  it  not  then  be 
madness  to  destroy  this  market,  without  some  positive  and 
certain  assurance  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try ?  As  gentlemen  tell  us,  therefore,  thb  is  entirely  a 
cent,  per  cent,  question,  let  the  corn  planter  ask  himself 
if  he  IS  not  wilhng  to  pay  a  higher  duty  on  broadcloth 
than  on  coffee,  for  a  few  years,  sooner  than  prostrate  his 
beat  customer,  and  drive  him  to  the  fertile  lands  of  Mi- 
chigan and  Indiana  for  a  maintenance. 

1  said  that  the  bill  on  your  table  carried  out  the  princi- 
ple of  the  act  of  1S32,  and  reduced  the  revenue  of  the 
country  nearer  the  wants  of  the  Government.    It  does  so, 
with  a  few  exceptions.     Where  those  exceptions  propose 
to  impose  a  duty,  I  shall  vote  against  them.    I  shall,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  amendment  before  us,  fur  striking  out 
the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee.    I  cannot,  in  January,  rote  to 
put  on  a  duty  which,  in  July  preceding,  I  voted  to  take 
off,  when  no  sufficient  reason  has-been  assigned  for  doing 
so  Inconsistent .  an  act.     Were  I  to  give  such  a  vote,  I 
should  in  ttuth  suppose  I  deserved  some  of  the  epithets 
which  have  been  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  tlutt  passed  the  act  of  July,  1832. 
The  duty  on  tea  and  coffee  is  likewise  a  violation  of  the 
principle  on  which  the  bill  is  reported,  which,  if  I  under- 
stan4  it,  is  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  committing  as  little  violence  as  possible  to 
the  existing  interests  of  the  country.     This  is  the  princi- 
ple contained  in  the  President's  annual  message,  where 
he  says,  **  the  soundest  maxims  of  public  policy,  and  the 
principles  upon  which  our  republican  institutions  are 
founded,  recommend  a  better  adaptation  of  the  revenue 
to  the  expenditure;  and  they  also  require  that  the  ex- 
penditure should  be  limited  to  what,  by  an  economical 
administration,  shall  be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of 
the  Government,  and  necessary  to  an  efficient  public  ser- 
vice.    In  effecting  this  adjustment,  it  is  due,  in  justice 
to  the  interests  of  the  different'  States,  and  even  of  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  itself,  that  the  protection  af- 
forded by  existing  laws  to  any  branches  of  the  national 
industry  should  not  exceed  what  may  be  necessary  to 
counteract  the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  se- 
cure a  supply  of  those  articles  of  manufacture  essential  to 
the  national  independence  and  safety  in  time  of  war.     If, 
upon  •investigation,  it  shall  be  found,  as  it  is  believed  it 
will  be,  that  the  legislative  protection  granted  to  any 
particular  interest  b  greater  than  is  indispensably  requi- 
site for  these  objects,  I  recommend  that  it  be  gradually 
diminished,  and  that,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
these  objects,  the  whole  scheme  of  duties  be  reduced  to 
the  revenue  standard  as  soon  as  a  just  regard  to  the  faith 
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of  the  Government,  and  to  tlie  preservation  of  the  large 
capital  invested  in  establishments  of  domestic  industry, 
will  permit." 

That  the  revenue  should  be  reduccfd  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  is  one  of  those  plain  and  palpable  (ruths 
which  I  suppose  would  be  assented  to  on  all  sides.  In 
fact,  this  proposition  has  been  admitted  by  several  gentle* 
men  who  are  opposed  to  all  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  I 
would,  therefore,  observe  to  the  gentlemen,  that,  as  they 
have  the  majority  on  this  floor,  if  this  bill  is  injudicious 
they  ought  to  amend  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  reduce  the  re- 
venue six  millions  of  dollars,  tlie  surplus  mentioned  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  as  little  injury  as  pos- 
sible to  themselves.  For  it  never  can  be  expected  that 
the  people  of  this  country  will  consent  to  pay  more  mo- 
ney than  is  necessary  for  the  ordinary  wants  of  the  Go- 
vernment, either  for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  in- 
ternal improvements,  or  any  other  purposes. 

And  yet,  sir,  I  wduld  not  narrow  down  the  Government 
to  a  mean  and  niggardly  economy. 

That  a  duty  on  imports  is  necessarily  a  tax  on  any  part 
of  the  communitv,  although  the  converse  of  the  proposi- 
tion is  paradoxical  at  first  sight,  I  do  not  think  has  been 
satisfactorily  maintained.  Take,  for  example,  the  arti- 
cles of  salt,  coffee,  and  molasses:  on  these  three  articles 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  &een  reducing  the 
duties,  with  the  view  of  reducing  the  price  of  them  to  the 
country;  and  yet  such  has  not  been  the  result.  We  find 
that  when  we  took  the  duty  off  of  salt  in  this  country, 
the  article  rose  in  the  West  Indies;  the  truth  is,  the  pos- 
session of  the  American  market  is  so  essential  to  the  pro- 
ducers of  these  articles,  that  tbev  are  obliged  to  have  it 
at  all  hazards,  and,  consequently,  whenever  Congress 
lays  a  heavy  duty,  their  profits  are  reduced  down  to  the 
lowest  ebb  that  will  sustain  the  business  their  situation 
compels  them  to  follow. 

And  yet  these  facts,  curious  as  they  appear,  are  but  fal- 
lacious grounds  for  a  Government  to  lay  heavy  duties^  al- 
though the  consumers  of  the  country,  as  such,  may  be  but 
little  interested  in  the  matter,  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try is  vitally  interested.  In  proportion  as  we  cultivate  an 
intercourse  with  those  nations,  who,  by  position  or  by  na- 
tural advantages  in  the  production  of  such  articles  as  are 
necessary  for  our  comfort  or  pleasure,  are  disposed  to 
trade  with  us  on  fair  terms  of  reciprocity,  we  promote  the 
general  welfare  of  society,  and  give  a  stimulus  to  the 
commerce  of  the  countr}',  which,  next  to  agriculture, 
sliould  be  the  favorite  of  the  nation.  Should  it  be  true, 
therefore,  that  the  consumer  of  coffee  would  be  no  wise 
intei*ested,  whether  there  is  a  duty  on  it  or  not,  still,  the 
iihip  owner,  who  transports  the  article,  the  com  planter 
and  the  lumber  getter,  whose  productions  are  exchanged 
for  it,  are  interested  that  the  trade  should  be  on*  the  most 
liberal  footing.  I  will  not,  therefore,  as  a  representative 
of  a  portion  of  this  interest,  assist  in  laying  a  burden  on  it, 
not  required  by  the  policy  of  the  Government,  or  essential 
to  its  revenue. 

1  have  no  doubt,  sir,  this  tariff  matter  can  be  adjusted, 
if  we  will  approach  it  candidly  and  fairly,  divesting  it  of 
its  political  bearings,  without  producing  injury  or  showing 
unjust  partiality  towards  an^fr  portion  of  the  country.  In 
laying  a  revenue  duty  so  as  to  give  incidental  protection, 
let  us  select  those  manufactures  whose  interests  are  deep- 
ly rooted  and  widely  spread  throughout  the  country,  viz. 
cottons,  woollens,  and  sugar. 

It  is  said  and  admitted  here,  generally,  that  we  manufac- 
ture coarse  cottons  in  this  country  as  cheaply  as  in  any 
part  of  the  world;  the  price  beinff  less  than  the  duty,  the 
duty,  therefore,  cannot  possibly  be  a  burden  on  any  one. 
The  memorial  of  the  anti-tariff  convention  says,  '*  the  duty 
is  nominal  in  reference  to  roost  g^ods  under  fifteen  cents, 
which  not  only  xare  afforded  as  cheap  by  the  American 
manufacturer  as  the  foreign  article,  but  compete  with  this 


in  foreign  markets."    Why  then  distutb  W.    Is  it  not  .the 
part  of  wisdom  to  let  well  enough  alone? 

The  amount  of  cotton  made  in  the  United  States,  in  the 
year  ending  in  October,  1831,  was  375,925,308  lbs.;  in 
1819,  87,397,645  lbs.  There  is  now  manufactured  in  this 
country  more  than  one-fiflh  of  the  whole  production,  about 
one-third  of  what  Great  Britain  manufactures  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  The  manufacture  of  cotton  has  increased  100 
per  cent,  in  the  last  four  years,  an  increase  greater  tluin 
ever  took  place  in  Great  Britain  in  the  same  space  ^  time. 
These  facts  manifest,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  this  country 
is  well  adapted,  both  by  situa^on  and  capacity,  to  sustain 
such  a  manufacture,  as  well  as  any  other  country;  and, 
therefore,  it'descrves  tlie  attention  of  the  Legislature.  We 
now  produce  150,000,000  lbs.  more  of  cotton  than  Great 
Rritam  consumes,  of  all  sorts.  Where  is  this  large  sur- 
plus to  find  a  purchaser?  Shall  we  prefer  to  build  up  the 
manufactures  of  all  other  countries  to  our  own?  I  think 
when  it  is  so  very  convenient  and  advantageous  to  our- 
selves, there  is  no  great  sin  in  permitting  charity  to  begin 
at  home.  The  cotton  manufactured  in  this  countiy  amounts 
to  about  214,882  bales;  capiul  employed,  44,914,984 
dollars;  annual  value,  32,056,760  dollars;  aggregate  of 
wages  of  hands  employed,  $12,155,723;  emploving  about 
50,000  men  and  women.  Does  not  this  benefit  the  grower 
of  cotton?  I  have  heard  it  so  very  vehemently  aenied, 
that  I  am  indisposed  to  hazard  any  opinion  of  my  own.  I 
will,  therefore,  quote  one  that  will  be  respected  by  all 
parties.  During  the  summer  of  1831,  a  convention  was 
held  in  Philadelphia,  of  persons  opposed  to  the  tariff; 
that  convention  was  composed  principally  of  Southern 
men;  they  appointed  a  committee  to  draught  a  memorial  to 
Congress,  pomting  out  the  burdens  of  the  tariff  laws. 
That  memorial  was  written  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  and,  as  miglit 
be  expected,  is  incomparably  the  ablest  exposition  of  the 
evils  of  the  tariff  these  very  prolific  Umes  have  produced. 
In  it  are  these  words:  **  Whatever  impulse  may  have  been 
given  to  the  production  of  American  cotton  by  the  do- 
mestic manufactures  of  that  material,  is  therefore  a  clear 
gain  to  the  community.  This,  for  the  rer^  reason  that 
the  amount  cannot  be  calculated  with  precision,  has,  un- 
doubtedly, been  greatly  exaggerated.  But  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  consumption  of  cotton  goods  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  been  iocreased  by  the 
establishment  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  that  the  fluc- 
tuations of  price  are  lessened  by  having  a  greater  number 
of  markets;  in  this  case  one  nearer,  and  so  considerable, 
even  though  the  aggregate  of  sales  was  not  materially  in- 
creased." The  cause  of  the  fall  of  the  price  of  raw  cot- 
ton is  thus  accountjed  for:  *<The  reduction  of  the  price 
of  the  raw  material  was  solely  due  to  the  increased  supply 
compared  with  the  demand."  These  admissions  or  the 
convention  are  very  ungenerous;  they  are  the  **  unkind- 
est  cuts  of  all;"  the  greatest  of  known  rebukes  is,  ■*  out 
of  thine  own  mouth  I  will  condemn  thee."  If,  therefore, 
we  are  to  believe  the  cotton  planters'  memorial,  and  not 
their  advocates  on  this  floor,  they  are  decidedly  benefited 
by  the  tariff.  It  is  not  the  least  curious  part  of  this  mat- 
ter that,  while  this  House  was  listening,  day  after  day,  X6 
tb'e  most  pathetic  descriptions  of  the  miseries  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  cotton  planters,  from  the  tariff,  a  memorial 
was  laving  on  our  tables  emanating  almost  exclusively 
from  this  interest,  admitting  themselves  benefited. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  claims  the  article  of  sugar  has 
to  a  slow  death.  When  Louisiana  was  purcbasea  from 
France,  the  cultivation  of  sugar  had  commenced  in  that 
country;  common  justice  requires  that  we  should  not  un- 
necessarily cause  the  planter  to  regret  that  he  had  ever 
exchanged  the  yoke  of  the  Spanish  or  French  roonarchtes 
for  the  free  government  of  America. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  in  1816,  Congress  added  half  a 
cent  to  the  duty  as  a  part  of  a  general  systen,  which  duty 
has  given  a  great  stimultis  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  in 


1447 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1448 


H.  OT  R.] 


Tht  Tariff  Bili. 


[Jav.  29,  1833. 


Louisiana)  which  country  now  produces  two-thirds  of  the 
sugar  consumed  in  the  United  States.     I  presume  it  will 
not  be  doubted  that  the  duty  is  essential  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  plantations,  and,  without  it,  the  cultivation  of  sugar 
inust  cease*     The  present  price  of  sugar  is  about  five  and 
a  half  cents  per  pound  in  New  Orleans:  tlie  whole  ex- 
pense of  producing  sugar,  I  am  informed,  is  about  three 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound,  leaving  about  two  cents  pro- 
fit to  the  planter)  which  two  cents  are  his  means  to  pur- 
chase slaves  and  increase  his  cultivation.     If,  therefore, 
you  diminish  his  profits  one  half  cent,  you  diminish  his 
capacity  to  purchase  one-fourth.     The  consumption  of 
sugar  in  the  United  States  amounts  to  about  150,000  hogs- 
heads, the  crop  of  Louisiana  to  about  100,000.    An  in- 
crease, therefore,  of  one-half  the  present  number  of  slaves 
in  that  country  must  take  place  before  the  domestic  con- 
sumption of  sugar  can  be  supplied.     And  when  we  take 
into  consideration  the  astonishing  increase,  both  in  num- 
bers, and  the  means  of  consumption  of  the  Northern,  Mid- 
dle, and  Western  States,  it  is  but  fair  to  suppose  that 
Louisiana  will,  for  many  years  to  come,  furnish  a  market 
for  the  surplus  slave  labor  of  the  South.     The  present 
number  of  slaves  in  the  United  States  is  about  2,153,370, 
worth  $430,674,000)  the  destruction  of  the  sugar  cultiva 
tion  would,  undoubtedly,  depress  the  price  of  slaves  rn 
proportion  as  the  impetus  it  has  hitherto  given  has  in- 
creased it,  which  has  been  estimated,  and  i  think  very 
moderately,  at  ^0  a  head.     An  enormous  depression  of 
the  value  of  property  for  no  conceivable  benefit.  The  bill 
on  the  table  does  not  propose  to  reduce  the  revenue  by 
it|  for  it  proposes  to  take  a  half  cent  off  of  sugar,  and  put 
a  cent  a  pound  on  coffee.    Now  if  the  levenue  is  really 
wantinff,  why  make  this  absurd  exchan^?  If  not,  it  must 
■hare  the  fiite  of  every  thing.    There  is  no  State  in  this 
Union  whose  prosperity  is  so  closely  interwoven  with  the 
wel&re  of  the  others,  as  Louisiana;,  she  is  a  g^'eat  consu- 
mtr  for  the  rest;  her  labor  is  drawn  from  the  old  Soutliern 
States  to  cultivate  her  fields;  her  clothing  from  the  North, 
and  her  food  from  the  West.     It  is  worthy  attention  to 
remark  the  gradual  reduction  in  the  price  of  sugar,  even 
under  the  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound.    During  the  last 
twelve  years  sugar  has  been  gradually  declining  in  price, 
until  it  has  reacned  a  depression  somewhat  below  half  its 
price  in  1819  and  1820;  nor  is  it  altogether  certain  that,  if 
the  duty  were  entirely  removed,  the  consumer  would  de- 
rive any  immediate  benefit,  although  ultimately  the  article 
would  be  cheaper.     The  price  of  an  article  is  regulated 
by  tlie  proportion  of  supply  to  demand;  unquestionably, 
therefore,  if  the  duty  were'  suddenly  removed,  prudence 
would  dictate  to  the  Louisiana  planter  to  contn^ct  imme- 
diately his  operations,  in  order  to  avoid  ultimate  ruin.  Un- 
less, therefore,  the  reduction  of  supply  at  home  were  re- 
lieved by  the  increase  from  abroad,  the  price  would  rise; 
which  state  of  things  would,  at  all  events,  produce  great 
fluctuations  in  the  market.    The  production  of  8ug[ar  is 
not  like  that  of  cotton  or  woollen  goods;  this  article  is  an- 
nually produced  in  a  limited  section  of  countr}',  and  can- 
not be  increased  or  diminished  at  will;  the  winds  and  the 
rains  of  heaven  must  be  consulted.  ' 

If  there  is  any  part  of  the  tariff  system  more  peculiarly 
unjust  and  indefennble,  it  is  the  duty  on  iron;  this  is  an 
article  absolutely  indispensable  to  every  class  in  society, 
and  yet  it  is  more  highly  taxed  by  this  bill  than  any  thing 
else,  and  without  a  corresponding  benefit.  Upon  rolled 
bar  iron  the  duty  is  seventy-six  per  cent.,  on  sheet  and  hoop 
iron  ninety-three  per  cent.  Were  I  disposed  to  appeal 
to  the  meanest  and  basest  passion  that  actuates  the  human 
mind,  the  passion  of  avarice,  a  passion  that  regards  its  per- 
sonal wants,  its  personal  appetites  as  every  thing,  the  suf- 
ferings of  others,  the  glory  and  independence  of  the  coun- 
try as  nothing,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  produce  an 
excitement  against  this  unjust  preference  of  one  interest 
to  another.    There  is  no  article  in  the  whole  catalogue  of 


human  wants  so  essential  to  man  as  iron,  nor  one  that  so 
immediately  contributes  to  his  wellbeing;  its  use  marks 
the  first  step  from  barbarity  to  civilization;  and  yet  it  is 
more  favored  by  this  bill  than  any  thing  else.  Why  is  this  ^ 
Has  Pennsylvania  deserved  a  better  fate  than  any  other 
SUte  in  the  Union?  Did  she  bring  to  the  South  in  1828, 
<*  in  her  utmost  need,'*  one  solitary  vote?  No,  she  went 
in  a  solid  phalanx  for  the  "  bill  of  abominations."  And 
3he  is  to  be  spared — the  lightning  glances  over  her,  illu- 
minates, but  never  touches  her.  Happy  Pennsylvania,  she 
has  thirty  electoral  votes,  and  no  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency ! 

It  is  said  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  *'  the  iron  works  of  West 
Pennsylvania  were,  and  still  continue  to  be,  protected 
against  foreign  iron,  and  that  made  within  one  hundred 
miles  of  the  seashore,  by  the  expense  of  transportation, 
which  is  still  forty  dollars  a  ton."  There  certainly,  tlien, 
can  be  no  propriety  in  taxing  so  greatly  the  whole  sea- 
board, from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  to  sustain  a  manufacture 
which  cannot  flourish  under  these  natural  advantages. 
The  mountains  of  North  Carolina  are  full  of  iron  ore,  and 
yet  no  reasonable  man  would  think  the  Government  jus- 
tifiable in  placing  a  duty  upon  iron,  sufficient  to  compen- 
sate the  owners  of  those  mines  for  making  railroads  and 
canals  to  bring  their  iron  to  market.  .  Sir,  1  believe,  if  tlie 
duties  on  iron  and  hemp  were  removed,  the  much  abused 
Uriff  of  1832  is  preferable  to  the  bill  on  your  table.      ' 

It  requires,  it  has  been  said  by  an  ingenious  writer,  a 
great  deal  of  philosophy  to  observe  that  which  iaseen 
every  day;  if  this  were  not  true,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  account  for  the  discrepancy  of  opinions  upon  the  prac- 
tical results  of  this  protective  system.  Every  one  sees 
that  the  country  is  generally  prosperous,  for  which  differ- 
ent causes  are  assigned.  1  do  not  think  the  prosperity  of 
this  country  dependent  upon  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nor  is  it  de»rable  that  it  should  be.  1  believe  there 
is  an  elasticity  and  vigor  in  the  American  character,  that 
will  adapt  itself  to  any  system  the  wisdom  or  folly  of  this 
House  may  adopt.  That  the  tariff  compels  the  consumers 
of  many  articles  to  pay  more  for  them  than  they  otherwise 
would,  is  true;  but  that  it  produces  one-half  of  the  evils  or 
benefits  charged  to  it,  is  a  position  that  has  no  existence, 
except  in  the  heated  imaginations  of  partisans. 

It  is  said,  all  this  may  be  true;  but  by  some  legerdemain 
not  yet  explained,  although  we  have  heard  repeated  at- 
tempts, the  whole  burden  is  thrown  upon  the  Soutl),  the 
tax-paying  South.     It  is  extraordinary  that  any  section  of 
the  country  should  claim  the  peculiar  privilege  of  paying 
the  taxes  of  the  Government;  the  idea  results  from  a  spe- 
cies of  egotism,  as  absurd  as  that  of  an  astiologer,  men- 
tioned I  think  in  the  Spectator,  who  bad  studied  the  aspect 
of  the  heavens  with  sudi  intensity  of  zeal,  tluit  he  at  length 
believed  himself  master  of  the  winds,  and  would  very  gra- 
ciously, and  with  extreme  condescension,  offer  to  a  friend 
gfoing  a  journey,  any  wind  he  might  have  a  fancy  for. 
There  is,  however,  we  are  told,  a  theory,  a  self-evident 
proposition,  that  explains  the  matter.    It  has  been  said, 
(report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  Mr. 
McDuffie,)  <*asthe  restrictions  imposed  upon  tlie  pro- 
ductions of  the  Southern  industry  are  affected  by  the 
agency  of  indirect  taxes,  tiie  burdens  imposed  upon  the 
planting  States  by  the  protective  system  are  not  very  in- 
accurately measured  by  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  upon 
articles  exchanged  fur  those  productions,"  or,  in  other 
words,  a  duty  on  imports  is  equivalent  to  a  duty  upon  ex- 
ports.    I  regard  this  as  the  most  pernicious  dogma  that 
ever  has  been  started  in  this  country;  its  direct  and  inevi- 
table tendency  is  a  destruction  of  the  Union;  for  if  their 
position  be  true,  collect  what  amount  of  revenue  you  may, 
whether  twelve  per  cent,  or  fifty  per  cent.,  the  greater 
part  of  the  revenue  roust  be  paid  by  that  portion  of  the 
country  producing  articles  best  adapted  to  foreign  markets . 

1  will  not  say,  sir,  as  was  said  by  a  gentlemsn  from  South 
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Carolina,  [Mr.  Dayib,]  during  the  last  ieasion,  '*He 
doubted  whether  any  Govemmenty  except  the  State  Go- 
vernment, was  worth  the  taxes  the  people  paid  for  it;" 
but  this  I  wiU  say,  that  on  these  terms,  or  if  this  theory  is 
true,  the  Federal  Government  never  can  sustain  itself. 
Could  I  believe,  by  the  inevitable  acts  of  your  leg^islation, 
I  was  made  a  hewer  of  wood  and  a  drawer  of  water  for 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  I  should  feel  myself  dej^ded  were 
I.to  come  here  to  debate  the  matter.  I  should  feel  myself 
impelled  by  every  principle  that  ever  nerved  the  arm  or 
swelled  the  bosom  of  an  American  freeman,  to  resist  such 
oppression.  I  am  not  therefore,  surprised  that  sections 
of  our  country  are  maddened  almost  to  frenzy  under  the 
operation  of  tikis  doctrine.  To  have  believed  it,  and  borne 
it  so  long,  is  a  proof  of  their  great  patriotism  and  most 
eminent  discretion.  This  theory,  however,  confines  its 
operation  to  the  growers  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco;  it 
is  of  course  of  no  importance  to  persons  not  connected 
with  the  production  of  these  articles,  what  the  tariff  may 
be?  their  portion  of  the  burden  being  thrown  upon  their 
more  substantial  neighbors.  I  have  shown,  by  an  extract 
from  the  memorial  of  the  cotton  planters,  that  they  con- 
ceive themselves  benefited  by  the  system  in  some*  mea* 
sure.  I  shall,  therefore,  trouble  myself  no  more  with  the 
subject,  than  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  a  corollary  that 
has  been  drawn  from  it.  We  have  been  told  by  the  same 
document  "that  the  fairest  portion  of  this  great  confe- 
deracy, and  of  heaven  the  most  fikvored  regfion  of  the  earth, 
is  literally  undergoing  a  silent  but  irresistible  process  of 
decay,  produced  by  the  gross  perversion  of  the  very 
power  which  is  under  tlie  highest  of  human  obligations  to 
prevent  it."  I  admit  that  the  South  is  not  as  flourishing 
as  some  portions  of  this  confederacy;  but  I  deny  that  its 
depression  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  action  of  the  General 
Government,  and  I  am  much  astonished  that  any  person 
could  overlook  the  plain  and  palpable  causes  there  exist- 
ing, sufficient  (without  stimulating  the  natural  prejudices 
of  the  people  against  the  General  Government)  to  ac- 
count for  all  the  horrors  of  even  warmer  imaginations. 

The  peouliar  character  of  the  emigration 'alone  from  the 
old  Southern  States,  an  emigration  which  carries  off  both 
the  labor  and  capital  of  the  country,  leaving  nothing  to 
supply  its  place,  is  sufficient  to  account  for  many  of  our 
miseries.  Does  not  that  labor  find  the  tariff  as  grinding 
ftnd  oppressive  in  the  Southwest  as  in  either  of  the  Caro- 
linas^  Why,  then,  should  it  abandon  its  native  soil  to 
waste  and  desolation,  because  a  ftesher  and  more  fertile 
soil  invites  it^  There  are  two  other  causes  operating  un- 
favorably on  the  Southern  seaboard;  one  a  moral,  the  other 
a  physical  cause.  I  will  not,  however,  sir,  dilate  on  this 
subject;  to  me  it  is  an  unpleasant  one.  I  love  the  South, 
with  all  her  misfortunes — I  love  her,  "  'tis  my  own,  my 
native  land,"  *'  tecum  vivere  amem  tecum  obeam  Uhent^^ — 
it  is  from  the  affection  1  bear  her,  I  am  induced  to  speak 
thus  plainly  to  her. 

There  is  another  cause  operating  to  the  serious  disad- 
vantage of  the  best  portion  of  the  South,  and,  I  admit, 
**  of  heaven  the  most  favored  region,"  if  we  regard  soil, 
climate  and  situation :  I  mean  the  interior  of  the  Southern 
ecu  ntry,  particularly  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  Why 
18  it  that  this  section  is  not  as  flourishing  as  the  interior  of 
New  York,  and  Pennsylvania^  The  climate  is  equally,  if 
not  more  congenial  to  the  constitution  of  the  white  man, 
and  the  soil  is  morfe  productive  in  every  thing  that  can 
contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people.  Why  is  it 
that  a  silence,  as  of  death,  pervades  their  thousand  hills, 
there  we  find  no  busy  hum  of  men,  no  throng  of  flocks  or 
of  herds?  It  is  because  the  hostility  of  the  South  to  the 
improvement  of  the  country  leaves  every  thing  to  nature. 
We  complain  that  the  revenue  of  the  country,  is  collected 
at  the  South,  and  expended  to  .the  North.  If  this  is  true, 
it  is  our  own  fault.  Is  there  a  proposition  to  remove  a 
sand  bar  or  deepen  a  river  in  any  part  of  this  country,  that 


does  not  encounter  a  solid  phalanx  of  hostility  (with  a  few 
exceptions)  from  the  whole  Southern  delegation  on  this 
floor?  During  the  last  session,  an  honorable  friend  of 
mine,  [Mr.  Carsoit,]  when  the  annual  appropriation  bill, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  of  the  country,  was 
before  the  House,  proclaimed  it  a)i  imposition  on  the 
people. 

Does  any  one  propose  to  appropriate  a  few  thousand 
dollars  from  an  abundant  treasury,  to  open  a  road  through 
our  beautiful  interior,  that  it  may  communicate  with  the 
markets  and  civilization  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  we  are 
immediately  told  of  violated  constitutions,  and  all  the 
slang  which  has  been  current  on  this  floor  for  the  last 
twenty  years  about  State  rights,  is  repeated  **  usque  ad 
ftetueeam,"  It  seems  as  if  some  gentlemen  supposed  every 
thing  which  was  calculated  to  promote  the  prosperity,  to 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  action  of^  the  mass  of  the  people, 
was  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 

At  the  last  'session  of  Congres',  a  bill  came  to  this 
House  from  the  Senate,  proposing  to  settle  the  policy  of 
our  public  lands — a  bill  whose  object  was  to  prevent 
them  from  being  sriven  ultimately  lo  the  West — a  bill  to 
restore  to  the  old  Atlantic  States  some  portion  of  the 
treasure  they  had  so  liberally  spent  in  purchasing  that 
vast  region,  and  to  remunerate  them  in  some  measure  for 
the  constant  drain  upon  their  resources,  produced  by 
emigration.  Was  that  bill  lost  by  Southern  votes  }  Let 
your  journals  answer. 

This  Goyernment  may  spend  millions  upon  millions  on 
its  army  or  its  navy;  it  may  pave  the  road  of  the  Indian 
beyond  the  Mississippi  with  ingots  of  gold;  it  may  squan- 
der the  enormous  amount  of  our  public  lands,  to  pur- 
chase a  little  personal  popularity  in  the  West,  and  all  is 
well;  but  if  it  attempts  to  spend  one  dollar  of  the  public 
treasure  for  the  public  welfare,  we  are  told  of  violated 
constitutions.  Sir,  should  the  South  become,  in  the  pro 
cess  of  decay,  what  one  portion  of  it  has  been  threatened 
with,  <<  a  howling  wilderness,"  there  is  scarcely  a  monu- 
ment on  its  wide  border,  of  the  liberality  of  those  who 
have  governed  it,  to  prove  to  the  industrious  antiquarian 
thatit  had  ever  been  trod  by  the  foot  of  civilized  man. 
There"  might  be  found  some  barren  and  blasted  fields,  as 
if  the  sirocco  of  the  desert  had  passed  over  it,  but  there 
would  be  no  Appian  way,  resisting  the  efforts  of  the  bar- 
barian, or  the  aecay  of  time.  I  did  suppose,  when  1  first 
entered  these  Mralls,  something  might  be  done  to  revive 
the  stagnant  and  wasting  energies  of  the  South;  but  when 
I  heard  what  on  this  floor  are  proclamed  as  Southern 
doctrines  and  Southern  principles,  I  felt  that  sickness  of 
the  soul  which  awaits  on  hope  deferred.  Perhaps  it  was 
the  result  of  a  retired  life  that  led  me  tp  believe  that 
some  higher  duty  was  assigned  a  member  on  this  floor, 
than  a  mere  vote  for  the  annual  bills  to  pay  the  salaries 
of  the  Government  officers,  and  It  may  be  folly;, to  sup- 
pose that  a  legislator  should  be,  or  could  be,  a  benefac- 
tor of  mankind.  I  am,  however,  satisfied  that  a  new 
generation  of  politicians  must  arise,  after  the  present  one 
has  fretted  its  little  hour  upon  the  stage,  before  the 
southern  part  of  this  Union  can  derive  its  full  share  of 
the  benefits  of  the  hberal  institutions  of  the  country.* 


*That  the  Southern  people  have  lost  much  in  spending 
their  time  disputing  about  the  meaning  of  the  constitution, 
instead  of  devoting  their  energies  and  resources  to  the 
improvement  of  the  country,  I  think  must  be  apparent  to 
every  man  who  will  calmly  and  dispassionately  view  the 
whole  ground .  It  is  impossible,  in  this  age,  for  any  peo- 
ple to  stand  still;  they  must  either  advance  or  recede  in 
the  scale  of  importance  among  nations.  The  human  muid 
is  now  so  active;  so  intensely  bent  on  developing  all  its  re- 
sources, that  those  nations  which,  like  Spain,  or  Portugal, 
with  a  blind  bigotry,  shut  out  every  ray  of  light,  must 
either  relapse  into  barbarism,  the  prey  of  military  despot- 
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It  has  oflen  been  asserted  in  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress that  the  South,  in  particular,  would  be  a  gainer  by 
the  system  of  direct  taxation;  a  false  position,  which  has 
been  too  currently  circulated  through  the  country,  al- 
though there  has  been,  during  the  frequent  discussions 
upon  this  subject,  a  very  satisfactory  refutation  of  this  no- 
tion. I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  only  correct  theory 
is,  that  the  man  who  buys  and  consumes  an  article  is  the 
one  upon  whom  the  tax,  if  any  exists,  ultimately  falls. 
It  is  said  that  in  Louisiana  a  plantation  producing,  a  crop 
of  cotton  worth  about  ten  thousand  dollars,  consumes, 
in  the  production  of  that  crop,  about  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars*  worth  of  articles  not  made  on  the  plan- 
tation. Of  this  consumption,  one-fourth,  about  seven  or 
eight  hundred  dollars,  is  of  taxed  articles.  This  is  a  very 
favorable  calculation  for  all  the  planters  north  of  Louisi- 
ana, particularly  for  those  who  make  their  own  pork,  as 
some  have  told  us  they  do.  Let  us  apply  this  rule  to 
South  Carolina.  South  Carolina  exports  about  8,000,000 
dollars  of  produce.  All  the  productive  laboi^  and  all 
the  plantations  of  South  Carolina,  are  occupied  in  pro- 
ducing this  8,000,000  dollars,  one-third  of  which  sum, 
2,666,666  dollars,  is  the  amount  of  arUcles  consumed, 
and  not  produced  by  the  plantations,  one-fourth  of  which, 
viz.  666,666  dollars,  are  articles  npon  which  the  General 
Government  leaves  a  revenue.  Now,  supposing  the  duty 
constitutes  half  the  price  of  an  article,  an  extravagant 
supposition,  the  enormous  burden  which  is  now  weighing 
South  Carolina  to  the  dust,  and  to  throw  off  which  she 
is  convulsing  this  country,  and  placing  in  jeopardy  all  our 
institutions,  is  333,333  dollars.  ' 

ism,  or  sink  into  insignificance.  The  desire  manifested 
by  many,  of  increasing  the  hostility  to  the  improvement 
of  the  country,  by  connecting  it  with  the  tariff,  is  unjust, 
and  an  unstatesmanlike  view  of  the  subject.  There  is 
necessarily  no  more  natural  connexion  between  the  tariff 
and  internal  improvement,  than  any  other  modes  of  policy 
which  produce  great  national  benefits.  With  as  much 
propriety  may  it  be  said  that  the  surveying  and  ^settle- 
ment of  the  public  lands  should  be  arrested,  for  fear  of 
furnishing,  in  future  times,  a  valuable  market  to  our 
domestic  manufactures.  These  manufactures  must,  in 
process  of  time,  if  they  succeed  in  supplying  the  home 
market,  reduce  the  revenue:  the  policy,  therefore,  that 
would  unite  these  two  interests  is  rather  short-sigh t> 
ed,  if  it  is  supposed  that  one  is  to  become  a  permanent 
fund  to  aid  the  other.  While  this  temporary  swell  in  the 
treasury,  produced  by  the  American  system,  exists,  sound 
policy  demands  that  a  surplus,  unavoidably  remaining  in 
our  coffers,  should  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country. 

There  is  another  reason  for  this  view  of  the  subject, 
which  I  wish  to  address  to  the  South  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
McDcFFiE.  In  his  letter  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provement, published  in  the  Newark  Advocate,  of  March 
15,  1828,  are  these  words:  **  I  think  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  are  the  natural  advocates  of  a  system 
of  internal  improvements,  and  I  rceret  that  the  consti- 
tutional scruples  of  a  portion  of  the  Southern  people 
should  prevent  a  hearty  co-operation.  This  is  the  only 
form  in  which  the  Southern  States  can  be  indemnified 
for  the  tax  levied  upon  them,  to  sustain  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  Eastern  States."  That  a  power  of  this  cha- 
racter may  be  abused,  is  very  true;  such  is  the  fate  of  all 
human  undertakings^  it  has,  however,  as  yet,  never  been 
much  abused,  and,  from  the  conflicting  interests,  always 
found  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  it  is  not  very  likely  to  be. 
The  whole  sum  ever  expended  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  drawing  forth  the  resources  of  the 
country,  by  aiding  works  purely  intended  for  that  pur- 
pose, docs  not  yet  amount  to  the  expenses  of  its  army  and 
navy  for  one  year. 


Should  the  amount  necessary  for  the  support  of  the" 
Federal  Government  be  levied  by  direct  taxation,  and  the 
negroes  of  the  South  pay  according  to  the  ratio  establish- 
ed in  the  constitution,  the  proportion  of  South  Carolina 
would  be  about  900,000  dollars.  1  have  selected  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  to  illustrate  this  proposition,  in 
preference  to  North  Carolina,  because,  from  the  nature 
of  the  situation  of  North  Carolina,  it  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  amount  of  her  exports.  Our  Southern  counties 
trade  to  Charleston,  and  our  Northern  ones  wagon  such 
articles  as  will  afford  the  transportation  over  bad  roads, 
to  Petersburg  and  Richmond,  where  they  exchange 
their  produce,  not  for  Stale  money,  but  for  the  money  of 
the  Union,  and  a  peculiar  manufacture,  in  which  the  lat- 
ter town  is  said  to  be  very  skilful,  called  <*  State  rights;** 
an  article  so  cunningly  contrived  that  it  can  be  understood 
vnnly  by  the  makers,  and  of  so  little  use  elsewhere,  that 
it  is  supposed  to  be  made,  like  Pindar's  razors,  exclu- 
sively to  trade  with.  Should  North  Carolina,  however, 
become  imbued  with  the  doctrines  of  the  new  philosophy, 
and  the  taxes  of  the  Government  be  directly  levied,  in- 
stead  of  paying  her  portion  of  the  revenue  upon  such 
articles  as  are  consumed  within  her  border,  and  by  the  per- 
sons who  do  consume  them,  to  the  amount  of  some  three 
or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  she  would  be  taxed, 
according  to  her  population,  at  least  a  million.  Sir,  let 
this  Government  ever  change  tlic  present  oppressive 
mode  of  collecting  revenue  (or  its  ordinary  peace  esta- 
blishment; for  the  odious  system  of  direct  taxation,  and  it 
will  hear  a  murmur,  to  which  the  present  discontent  is 
like  *'  the  sweet  South  wind,  breathing  o'er  a  bank  of 
violets." 

When  I  first  entered  these  walls,  some  three  years 
agx),  I  did  so  imbued  with  the  doctrines  of  the  free  trade 
school.  I  admired  them  for  their  liberality,  thought  them 
sound  in  principle,  and  best  adapted  to  a  republic.  Dis- 
posed to  act  upon  these  views,  I  had  hardly  taken  my 
seat  before  I  discovered  that  a  great  political  drama  was 
about  to  be  acted,  called  "  the  Tariff;"  that  the  charac- 
ters were  'cast,  the  dresses  provided,  the  speeches  in 
rehearsal,  and  even  the  home-made  thunder  prepared;  I 
found  that  the  old  armor  of  the  party  was  to  give  place ' 
to  one  more  brilliant,  more  calculated  for  effect.  Seeing 
this  to  be  the  state  of  things,  I  very  coolly  and  delibe- 
rately took  my  seat  in  this  \ery  comfortable  arm-cbur, 
determined  to  observe  in  silence  the  contest,  to  see  if  it 
would  prove  a  tragedy  or  a  farce. '  **  Eguidem  noti 
invideo,  miror  magigf"  and  here  I  should  have  sat  con- 
tented had  I  not  discovered  that  there  was  no  longer 
safety  in  inaction;  *<  there  is  no  great  divinity  in  aye  or 
no!" 

There  is  one  point,  sir,  before  I  take  my  scat,  that  1  am 
desirous  of  saying  a  few  words  upon,  with  no  view  of 
argtiing  the  subject,  but  simply  to  express  an  opinion:  I 
mean  the  constitutionality  of  bur  several  revenue  acts  of 
l824-'28-'32.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  do  so,  because 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Noi*th  Carolina  lately 
acted  on  the  subject,  and  although  they  forbore  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  themselves,  have  asserted  that  a  large 
part  of  the  people  believe  those  laws  unconstitutional.  I 
fully  coincide  with  the  general  scope  and  tenor  of  those 
resolutions,  and  rejoice  tliatthe  Legislature  of  my  native 
State  has  forborne  to  lend  the  sanction  of  .its  name  to  a 
temporary  delusion.  And  I  hope  she  will  continue  to 
pursue  tliat  course  which  honor  and  which  duty  points 
out,  treating  with  contempt  the  sflly  jests  and  scoffs  of 
idle  babblers  and  stump  orators,  come  they  whence  they 
may,  or  be  they  whom  they  may.  It  is  with  great  diffi- 
dence that  at  any  time  I  would  differ  from  a  large  portion 
of  the  people  upon  a  mere  constitutional  question,  but 
the  construction  of  the  constitution  upon  this  subject  has 
so  long  been  settled  by  the  concurrent  sanction  of  every 
President,  the  vast  majority  of  the  people,  and  of  the  ' 


1453 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1454 


Jajt.  39,  1833.] 


7%«  Thrigr  Bin. 


[H.  or  R. 


.ablest  juriMs  of  the  country,  tliat  to  doubt  now  thattliese 
laws  are  constitutional,  is  supposing  the  plainest  and  most 
obvious  propositions  in  the  constitution  have  for  forty 
years  been  misunderstood.  There  is  scarcely  a  public 
man  of  any  character  or  standing,  who  for  the  last  forty 
years  has  been  before  the  people,  that  has  not  acquiesced 
in  the  exercise  of  this  power;  nor  do  I  believe  doubts 
upon  the  subject  were  entertained  until  it  was  found  con- 
venient to  retreat  behind  that  eternal  source  of  disputa- 
tion, the  constitution  of  the  country. 

For  myself,  I  have  always  regarded  the  constitution  of 
our  country  as  a  great  charter  of  human  liberty — a  char- 
ter not  wrested  by  the  sword  fk*om  some  ambitious  tyrant, 
but  a  free-offering  of  the  American  people  upon  the 
altar  of  liberty — an  offering  composed  of  their  local  pas- 
sions, their  local  prejudices,  and  their  local  interests.  Be- 
lieving such  to  be  its  chsiracter,  I  have  endeavored  to 
approach  its  construction,  not  with  the  feeling  of  a  mere 
carping  attorney,  but  with  that  elevated  philanthropy 
that  would  endeavor  to  construe  the  instrument  with  the 
spirit  that  engendered  it.  Where  it  was  necessary  to  give 
the  General  Government  a  power,  I  believe  it  given  ftiUy 
and  beneficially;  when  a  power  is  denied,  it  is  denied 
entirely. 

Now,  sir,  with  these  principles  of  construction,  can 
any  rational  man  doubt  the  meaning  of  these  expressions 
in  the  constitution?  '<  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,,  and  excises,"  &c.  "  To 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  It  is  said  the 
power  to  lay  and  goUect  duties  and  imposts  is  a  part  of 
the  taxing  power,  and  was  intended  to  supply  the  Go- 
vernment with  revenue  alone.  This  is  probably  true, 
and  very  forcibly  proves  that  the  words  *Mo  regulate 
commerce"  were  intended  to  have  a  more  enlarged  con- 
struction. The  constitution,  in  saying  **  that  no  tax  or 
duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State. 
No  preference  shall  be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 
another;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  State,  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another,"  shows 
clearly  that,  as  regards  commerce  in  all  its  various  branch- 
es, we  are  one  entire  nation,  and  that  the  whole  subject 
is  surrendered  to  the  Feder&l  Government.  That  there 
is  no  clause  in  the  constitution  giving  Congress  the  power 
to  protect  manufactures,  8o  nomine^  is  certainly  true;  and 
it  is  likewise  true  that  there  is  no  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion forbidding  the  Legislature  to  regulate  commerce  by 
discriminating  duties,  tonnage  duties,  or  in  any  other 
way  which  to  them  piay  seem  meet  and  proper. 

It  is  amusing  to  observe  the  inconsistencies  in  which 
"  the  Stat^  rights  gentlemen"  involve  themselves  in  ar- 
riving at  the  conclusion  that  the  acts  of  1824,  1828,  or 
1832,  are  unconstitutional.  They  tell  us,  when  reasoning 
against  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  appro- 
priate money  for  internal  improvement,  that  the  consti- 
tution must  be  construed  strictly;  that  all  constructive 
powers  are  dangerous  to  liberty;  that  it  is  inadmissible  to 
seek  out  of  the  constitution  the  meaning  of  the  constitu- 
tion; that  the  General  Government  may  have  the  amount 
of  the  bond,  but  nothing  more;  all  I  ask  is,  that  it  may 
have  nothing  less.  How,  then,  do  gentlemen  discover 
these  acts  are  unconstitutional?  The  power  over  the  sub- 
ject is  expressly  granted.  Will  they  apply  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  convention  that  framed  the  instrument, 
and  the  traditions  of  the  times,  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  words  **to  regulate  commerce?"  Certainly  not — 
their  principles  forbid  it. 

It  is  melancholy  to  see,  in  the  political  discussions  of  the 
country,  a  constant  disposition  to  reason  from  the  inex- 
pediency of  a  measure  to  its  unconstitutionality;  and, 
whenever  a  law  bears  a  little  upon  our  pride  or  our  pre- 
judices, a  desire  to  pronounce  it  unconstitutional.     Sir, 


the  man  who  is  not  willing  to  bear  a  public  burden  for  a 
public  good,  has  the  soul  of  a.slave,  and  is  unworthy  the 
name  of  a  freeman.  If  this  power  does  not  rest  with  the 
General  Government,  we  exhibit  the  singular  spectacle 
of  twenty-four  republics,  populous  and  energetic  in 
themselves,  yet  self-immolated  at  the  shrine  of  the  ava- 
rice and  extortion  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  I  said  that  I 
merely  intended  to  express  an  opinion,  valueless  as  it  may 
be — t  would  have  been  false  to  myself,  false  to  every  tie 
that  binds  me  to  the  society  in  which  I  livCf  more  than 
all,  I  would  have  been  false  to  those  I  represent,  had  I 
failed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SLADE,  of  Vermont,  next  obtained  the  floor.  He 
said  he  regretted  the  necessity  which  had  been  imposed 
on  him,  by  ill  healtli  and  other  causes,  to  defer  the  execu- 
tion of  his  purpose  of  addressing  the  committee  at  so  late 
a  period  of  the  debate.  He  felt  deeply  the  embarrass- 
ment incident  to  any  attempt  which  he  could  make  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  committee,  after  the  subject  in 
debate  had  been  so  fully  and  ably  discussed  by  others. 
But  it  was  too  momentous  in  its  consequences,  both  to 
his  immediate  constituents  and  the  whole  country,  to  per- 
mit him  to  remain  entirely  silent. 

I'he  bill  on  your  table,  said  Air.  S.,  contemplates  a 
great  and  vital  change  in  the  protecting  system;  a  system 
whose  operations  are  more  complicated,  and  affect  a 
greater  diversity  of  interests,  than  perhaps  any  branch  of 
our  national  policy. 

The  people,  whose  Government  this  is,  and  whose  in- 
terests are  dee]^y  involved  in  this  queMion,  are  not,  and 
cannot  be  here,  to  decide  it  for  themselves.  They  have 
entrusted  the  power  of  legislating  upon  it  to  us;  and  they 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  we  will  so  exercise  the  power 
that  our  legislation  shall  be  a  faithful  reflection  of  their 
will;  and  that  grekt  and  radical  changes  in  th^  public  po- 
licy shall  not  be  made,  but  in  obedience  to  strong  and  un- 
equivocal expressions  of  that  will. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  new  question.  Congress  has, 
it  is  true,  often  legislated  upon  the  tariff.  But  it  has  been 
for  the  purpose  of  building  up  a  system  of  projection  to 
the  industry  of  the  country.  This  is  a  question,  not  of 
building  up,  but  of  pulling  down;  not  whether  the  Ame- 
rican system  shall  be  sustained,  and  so  enlarged  and  mo- 
dified as  to  perfect,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  long  che- 
rished policy  of  extending  protection  to  every  interest 
requiring  it;  but  the  main  pillars  of  the  system  are  sought 
to  be  prostrated,  and  its  entire  proportions  changed. 

Regarding  the  measure  in  this  light,  1  have  been  led  to 
inquire — does  the  public  voice  demand  it^  Who  has 
heard  that  voice?  Where  are  the  evidences  of  the  desire 
of  tlie  people  to  commence  the  work  of  destruction? 
Are  there  any  memorials  on  your  table  ?  Have  the  peo- 
ple spoken  to  us  in  their  primary  assemblies?  Have  they 
resolved  that  their  industry  does  not  need  continued  pro- 
tection? Is  there  not,  on  the  contrary,  most  obviously,  a 
general  conviction  of  the  beneficence  of  the  protecting 
system?  And  does  not  the  unexampled  prosperity  of 
the  country  bear  the  most  decided  and  ample  testimony 
to  it? 

But  it  is  sometimes  said,  and  urged  in  the  form  of  argu- 
ment, that  the  disposition  of  the  country  to  abandon  the 
protective  policy  has  been  plainly  indicated  by  the  re- 
election of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  Now,  sir,  who 
does  not  know  that  tens  of  thousands  of  votes  were  given 
to  General  Jackson  without  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
question,  whether  he  was  in  favor  of  a  high  or  -a  low 
tari^**  or  no  tariff  at  all?  And,  besides, was  he  not  urged 
upon  the  freemen  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Louisiana,  as 
a  decided  friend  to  ^e  protective  policy — disposed  to 
carry  it  to  the  point  of  effectually  sustaining  the  industry 
of  the  country?  Doeo  any  man  believe  that,  but  for  this, 
he  could  have  obtained  even  one  of  the  one  hundred  and 
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twenty-four  votes  which  were  ghren  him  by  those  States^ 
Would  his  friends  have  dared  to  present  a  draught  of  this 
bill  to  the  freemen  of  either  of  thero,  with  an  assurance 
that  he  would,  if  elected,  lend  his  influence  to  secure  its 
passage  ^  And  yet  the  people  are  now  told  that  his  re- 
election furnishes  evidence  that  the  country  calls  for  this 
measure. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  have  not,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  spoken  to  us  on  this  subject,  for  the  best  of  all 
veasons.  Almost  the  whole  of  our  last  session  was  occu- 
pied in  legislating  upon  it.  We  made  a  general  revision 
of  the  system,  embracing  numerous  and  material  reduc- 
tions, in  accommodation  to  the  diminished  amount  of 
needed  revenue,  as  well  as  to  the  complaints  of  our 
Southern  brethren.  The  whole  country  considered  the 
question,  as  to  the  extent  of  protection,  to  be,  for  the 
present  at  least,  settled.  Nothing  was  further  from  the 
imaginations  of  the  people  than  that  the  same  Congress 
which  had  thus  revised  the  whole  system  of  protection 
with  a  full  view  of  the  existing  and  protective  condition 
of  the  revenue,  and  upon  a  deliberate  consideration  of 
all  the  arguments  which  the  most  excited  ingenuity  could 
urge  against  it,  would,  in  the  short  space  of  five  months, 
and  before  their  legislation  had  taken  effect,  be  seriously 
deliberating  upon  a  proposition  involving,  substantially, 
an  abandonment  of  the  protective  policy.  So  firmly,  in- 
deed, had  the  conviction  taken  possession  of  the  public 
mind,  that  the  question  would  not  be  soon  moved,  that 
even  the  organ  of  anti-protection  and  nullification,  in 
this  city,*  actually  delayed  the  printing  of  the  testimony 
on  the  subject  of  manufactures,  taken  last  summer  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  upon  the  ground,  as  he  himself  has 
expressly  stated  in  his  communication  to  this  House,  that 
it  would  not  be  wanted  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. And,  after  all,  we  are  told  that  the  people  call  for 
the  measure  we  are  now  urg^d  to  adopt.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple, I  repeat,  have  not  spoken  to  us  on  this  subjects 
They  have  not  asked  us  to  revise  our  legislation.  They 
have,  in  fact,  rested  in  full  confidence  that  we  would  not 
doit. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  present  session  of  Congress 
was  opened,  and  the  President's  recommendation  that  the 
revenue  should  be  reduced  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  sessions  of  the  committee  were  hastened,  and  a  bill 
was  reported.  And  for  what?  To  reduce  the  revenue 
merely?  ^  No,  sir.  A  very  different  subject  had  engaged 
their  deliberations.  It  was  the  system  of  protection;  and 
to  reduce  that  protection,  rather  than  the  revenue,  seems 
to  have  constituted  the  burden  of  their  labors.  The 
bill  on  your  table — a  bill  which  carries  the^country  back, 
in  the  scale  of  protection,  sixteen  years  in  one,  was  the 
result. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  trace,  for  a  moment,  the 
history  of  this  bill.  Soon  after  its  introduction,  the  House 
was  astonished  by  the  declaration  of  a  very  distinguished 
member  of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Wildk,]  that  he  should 
refinin  from  entering  into  an  exposition  of  its  principles 
or  details,  because  he  had,  in  this  case,  adopted  the 
maxim,  that  it  is  for  minorities  to  talk,  and  majorities  to 
vote.  Sir,  who  authorized  the  honorable  member  of  the 
committee  to  assume  that  there  was  a  majority  of  this 
House  in  favor  of  the  bill?  Was  it  to  be  carried  by  a 
mere  party  vote,  that  the  necesnty  of  sustaining  it  upon 
its  merits  was  thus,  in  effect,  disclaimed?  Well,  sir,  the 
minority  did  talk;  and  they  talked  to  so  much  purpose, 
that  it  began  to  be  doubted  whether  the  assumed  minority 
would  not  turn  out  to  be  a  majority.  It  was,  therefore, 
deemed  necessary  by  onfc  of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Polk,] 
to  attempt  to  sustain  the  bill;  in  doing  which,  he  surprised 
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US  with  the  production  of  the  voluminous  testimony  rela- 
tive to  manufactures,  taken  during  the  last  summer,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  testi- 
mony which  the  public  printer  has  not  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  print,  and  no  part  of  which  had  been  ever  seen 
by  the  other  members  of  the  House;  but  which  they  were 
thus  called  upon  to  weigh  in  the  decision  of  one  of  the 
most  complicated  and  difficult  questions  which  could  be 
presented  to  them.  1  will  not  detun  the  committee  with 
an  examination  of  that  testimony.  It  has  been  amply  ex- 
posed by  the  "cross-examination"  of  my  able  colleague, 
[Mr.  EvuixTT,]  c^ecially  as  far  as  it  regards  my  own 
State. 

While  the  honorable  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  who  introduced  this  testimony,  has  ut- 
terly failed  to  sustain  by  it  the  bill  on  your  table,  he  has 
furnished  what  should  be  to  him,  certainly,  a  most  con- 
clusive reason  for  postponing  the  whole  subject  to  a 
future  period.  By  attempting  to  use  the  testimony,  he 
has  shown  us  that  he  considers  it  material  to  the  issue; 
and  if  it  is  material,  then,  certainly,  shoiiM.  those  whose 
interests  are  involved,  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  and 
[explain  it.  If  it  is  to  be  used  for  Uie  purpose  of  sustain- 
ing such  a  bill  as  this,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  I  ask 
tliat  it  may  be  published  and  submitted  to  their  inspec- 
tion. Sir,  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country  are 
on  trial  before  this  body.  And  is  not  this  testimony  a 
surprise  upon  them?  May  not  their  agents  here  chum 
for  them  at  least  one  continuance?  Shall  a  decision  be 
forced  upon  them  now?  Mr.  Chairman,  if  it  must  be, 
then,  certainly,  may  those  who  represent  them  claim  the 
privilege,  at  least,  of  a  patient  hearing;  and  such  a  heat- 
mg  assuredly  they  may  expect  at  the  hands  of  those  who 
aided  in  building  up  the  system  which  they  are  now  la- 
boring to  destroy. 

The  first  position  which  I  ask  the  opponents  of  the  pro- 
tecting system  to  consider  is,  that  the  public  faith 'stands 
pledged  to  sustain  it.  The  Government  has  legislated 
forty  years  upon  the  principle  of  protecting,  by  discrimi- 
nating duties,  the  industry  of  the  country.  The  tendency 
of  this  policy  has  been  to  invite  the  investment  of  capital 
in  manufacturing  establishments,  and  in  the  various 
branches  of  industry  connected  with,  and  dependent 
upon  them.  These  investments  have  been  made  to  an 
almost  incredible  amount;  and  made  in  the  confidence 
justly  inspired  by  our  legislation,  that  no  sudden  change 
in  the  public  policy  would  render  them  valueless.  And, 
sir,  the  pledge  thus  g^ven  derives  additional  sacredness 
from  the  fact  that  the  investments  of  which  I  speak,  have 
been  invited,  not  merely  on  the  ground  that  they  would 
be  beneficial  to  capitalists,  but  on  grounds  of  public  po- 
licy— not,  in  fact,  so  much  for  individual,  as  for  public 
benefit. 

But  the  claims  of  domestic  industry  rest  on  still  strong- 
er ground  than  this.  The  capital  of  New  England  was, 
on  a  memorable  occasion,  actually  forced  into  manufac- 
turing; and  that  at  the  expense  of  sacrifices  which  are 
now  to  be  doubled  in  forcing  it  back  again. 

Permit  me  to  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  much  the  right 
to  protection,  thus  created,differs  from  the  commonly  re- 
ceived idea  of  a  vested  right?  What  difference  is  there, 
in  principle,  between  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  case,  and  in  that  of  a  turnpike  or  bridge 
company?  A  grant  is  as  substantially  made  in  one  case 
as  in  the  other;  and  investments  are  made  upon  the  faith 
of  it.  And  can  those  who  would  revolt  at  the  injustice 
of  the  legislation  which  should  attempt  to  deprive  such  a 
company  of  the  right  of  taking  toll,  after  complying  with 
the  terms  of  the  grant,  be  indifferent  to  that  withdrawal 
of  protection  from  millions  of  manufacturing  and  agri- 
cultural capital  which  must  subject  it  to  the  most  ruinous 
sacrifices? 

I  admit,  indeed,  that  the  affairs  of  men,  so  far  as  they 
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stand  connected  witli  i^neral  legislation,  must  be  subject 
to  its  ordinary  fluctuations,  against  which  a  prudent  fore- 
sight will  be  able^to  guard.  But  no  foresight  could  guard 
against  the  change  which  is  contemplated  by  this  bill. 
No  man  had  a  right  to  expect  it  No  'man — I  speak  of 
those  upon  whom  its  weight  is  mainly  to  fall— did  ex- 
pect it. 

But,  BIr.  Chairman,  our  duty  in  this  matter  rests  upon 
broader  ground  than  this.  We  are  bound,  upoa  the 
soundest  principles  of  pubUc  policy,,  to  sustain  the  system 
of  protection  to  the  industry  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
whole  industry  of  the  whole  country,  against  foreign 
competition.  Nor  are  we  to  limit  the  exercise  of  our 
power  of  doing  thld,  ta  the  temporary  counteraction  of 
some  particular  act  of  foreign  legislation.  We  are  bound 
to  adopt  and  maintain  a  system  which  shall  permanently 
secure  the  country  against  the  general  tide  or  that  legisla- 
tion, in  all  its  fluctuations.  Let  me  illustrate  this  by  an 
example.  Suppose  that  Great  Britain  suddenly  abolishes 
her  prohibitions  of  the  importation  of  our  breadstuifs, 
which  she  has  long  maintained,  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining her  agriculture.  Should  we,  therefore,  imme- 
diately open  our  ports  to  the  admission  of  her  manufac- 
tures free  of  duty?  CerUinly  not.  What  would  be  the 
consequence  ?  The  moment  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments should  be  prostrated,  as  they  would  be  by  this 
operation,  with  the  sacrifice  of  millions.  Great  Britain 
mieht  resume  her  prohibitions,  and  we  sh^ould  be  left 
with  our  agricultural  produce  rotting  on  our  hands,  while 
she  would  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  our  market  for  the  sale  of 
her  manufactures.  Our  true  policy  is  to  guard  against  all 
such  fluctuations  of  foreign  legislation,  by  adopting  and 
steadily  maintaining  a  system  which  shall  give  the  highest 
possible  development  to  the  capacities  of  our  people  and 
our  soil;  and  thus  establish,  upon  deep  and  enduring  found- 
ations, a  barrier  against  the  broad  stream  of  foreign  po- 
licy which  is  perpetually^  struggling  to  overwhelm  us  with 
the  productions  of  foreign  hibor,  and  paralyze  the  creat- 
ing ener^es  of  our  own. 

This  view  of  the  protecting  policy  was  obviously  in  the 
contemplation  of  Mr.  Madison,  when,  in  his  first  executive 
message,  he  recommended  manufactures  to  '<  the  prompt 
and  constant  guardianship  of  Congress;"  and  this  is  what 
Mr.  Jefferson  subsequently  denominated  ''the  true  re- 
publican policy."  It  has,  sir,  been  the  cherished  policy 
of  this  Government,  from  the  passage  of  the  fint  revenue 
law,  in  1789,  down  to  the  present  time. 

And  need  I  speak  of  its  effects?  how  it  has  stimulated 
the  industry,  diversified  the  pursuits,  developed  the  re- 
sources, and  augmented  the  wealtli,  and  population,  and 
happiness  of  this  great  people?  Is*it  not  fuMy  realizing 
the  predictions  of  iU  early  friends,  and  fulfilling  the  bene- 
ficent designs  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution? 

But,  sir,  a  new  era  has  arisen.  The  fathers  of  the  re- 
public are  gone!  The  constitution,  the  noble  monument 
of  their  wisdom,  is  committed  to  other  hands.  And  now 
in  face  of  the  construction  undeniably  g^ven  by  them  to 
that  instrument,  and  inscribed  in  broad  characters  upon 
our  statute  book,  in  the  memorable  preamble  to  our  first 
revenue  law;  and  notwithstanding  that  construction  has 
been  sanctioned  and  settled  by  the  practice  of  this  Gov- 
ernment for  more  than  forty  years,  we  are  told,  not  only 
that  there  exists  no  constitutional  power  to  regelate  com- 
merce with  a. view  to  the  protection  of  our  industry,,  but 
that  its  exercise  must  be  forth«rith  abandoned,,  at  the 
hazard  of  revolution! 

I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,,  detain  the  committee  a  mo- 
ment with  an  attempt  to  vindicate  the  exercise  of  this 
power  upon  constitutional  grounds.  It  has  been  ably  and 
conclusively  sustained  in  this  debate..  I  will  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  committee  only  while  I  advert,  briefly, 
to  one  or  two  objections  urged  against  the  protecting 
system,  on  tiie  ground  of  expediency. 
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For  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  system  odious,  we 
are  told  that'it  builds  up  monopolies.  Sir,  nothing  can 
be  more  unfounded  than  this.  What  sort  of  monopoly  is 
that  which  leaves  to  all  the  free  enjoyment  of  ils  benefits, 
which  throws  wide  open  the  door  to  competition?  I 
need  not  stop  to  expose  such  an  absurdity.  But  the  ob- 
jection sometimes  assumes  another  formv  The  few,  it  is 
said,  are  enriched  at  the  expense  of  the  many  ^  and  over- 
grown capitals  are  accumulated,  and  lordly  nabobs  reared 
up  to  ride  over  the  necks  of  the  people.  Sir,  how  is  the 
capital  which  puts  in  motion  the  g^reat  mass  of  your  ma- 
nufacturing establishments  invested?  Is  it  not,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  in  the  form  of  joint  stock  companies,  in 
which  all  have  an  opportunity  of  participating  who  are 
able  to  purchase  a  single  share?  If,  therefore,  the  bene- 
fits were  wholly  confined  to  manufacturing  capitalists, 
there  would  be  nothing  to  alarm  even  the  most  strenuous 
advocates  for  liberty  and  equality.  But  they  are  not 
alone,  or  mainly,  benefited  by  this  system.  Their  capital, 
which  is  the  object  of  so  much  jealousy  and  apprehen- 
aon,  is  but  the  minister  of  good  to  the  farmers,  the  me- 
chanics, and  the  laborers  of  the  country;  and  the^,  sir, 
have  too  much  good  sense  not  to  see  and  feel  it.  Talk 
to  them  of  odious  monopolies  and  overgrown  ca])italist8, 
they  win  tell  you  to  look  at  the  improvements  in  agri- 
culture and  the  mechanic  arts;  the  increased  value  of 
every  species  of  productive  labor;  the  enlarged  capacity, 
and  augmented  products  of  the  soil;  the  enhanced  value 
of  the  forests;  the  new  created  wealth  of  tiie  mines;  and 
the  flocks  and  herds  covering  the  extended  valleys,  and 
rambling  upon  the  thousand  hills;  while  they  will  invite 
you  to  hsten  to  the  busy  hum  of  free  and  happy  industry 
which  is  the  crowning  glory  of  the  whole.  Here,  they 
will  triumphantiy  tcllVou,  are  the  genuine  fruits  of  the 
protecting  policy — thw  the  creations  of  the  American 
system. 

But,  we  are  told  that  this  system  is  fraught  with  oppres- 
sion to  the  South — oppression  which  it  cannot,  and  will 
not,  endure. 

Mr.  Chairman,  my  constituents  are  an  inquisitive  peo- 
ple; and,  having  incurred  a  full  share  of  the  re^onsi- 
bility  of  building  up  the  protective  svstem,  they  want  to 
know  what  are  the  real  grounds  of  the  complaint  that  it 
is  intolerably  oppressive.  They  have,  indeed,  been  told 
that  the  exporters,  of  our  productions,  in  fact,  pay  the 
whole  of  the  duties  levied  on  tiie  importations  purchased 
witivtbemr  and  ^hat,^  inasmuch  as  the  largest  portion  of 
the  dutiable  imports  are  purchased,  directly  or  indirectly, 
with  the  principal  Southern  staple,  therefore  the  cotton- 
planting  States  pay  nearly  all  the  revenues  of  the  country. 
Now,  sir,  the  utmost  ingenuity  of  the  advocates  of  this 
new  theory  has  never  been  able  to  convince  either  my 
constituents  or  their  humble  representative,  of  its  cor- 
rectness. We  still  adhere  to  the  old  doctrine,  that  the 
consumer  pays  the  duty,  except  when  prices  are  so  re- 
duced by  competition,  as,  in  effect,  to  throw  a  portion  of 
the  duty  upon  the  foreign  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Chairman,  do  gentlemen  who  advance  this  theory 

Eerceive  in  what,  if  carried  out,  it  will  terminate?  If  it 
e  correct,  it  applies  not  merely  to  duties  levied  for  pro- 
tection, but  to  all  duties.  It  strikes  at  our  whole  system 
of  revenue,  and  tivertums  the  established  opinions,  not 
only  of  this,  but  of  all  commercial  countries,  with  regard 
to  the  operation  of  impost  duties.  And  has  the  world 
been  so  long  laboring  under  a  delusion,  which  it  is  re- 
served to  the  political  economists  of  South  Carolina  to 
dispel?  If  it  is  a  delusion,  it  is  certainly  a  most  extraor- 
dinary one;  for,  in  adjusting  every  system  of  taxation,  the 
leading  and  prominent  questions  must  always  be-x-upon 
what  objecft  is  it  to  operate?  And  upon  what  portion  of 
the  community  are  its  burdens  to  fall  ?    And  yet,  upon 

I  these  vital  questions  the  world  has,  for  ages,  been  entire- 
1y  mistaken.    Even  tiie  framers  of  our  constitution,  who 
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are  generally  allowed  to  bare  been,  at  least,  respectable 
for  wisdom,  were  in  utter  darkness  on  the  sabiect.  They 
provided,  among  other  thin^,  for  the  laying  of  <<  imposts, 
to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
ana  general  wel&re."  Does  any  one  believe  that  it  en- 
tmd  into  their  imaginations  that  the  exporters  of  pro- 
duce, instead  of  the  consumers  of  the  merchandise  pqr- 
chased  with  it,  were  to  bear  the  burden  of  these  imposts? 
IVhy  did  they  provide  that  all  imposts  should  be  <<  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States?"  Obviously  for -no 
other  purpose  than  that  of  equalizing  the  rates  of  taxa- 
tion among  the  consumers  of  imported  merchandise. 
Upon  the  South  Carolina  theory,  such  a  provision  would 
have  been  idle  and  useless.  They  provided,  too,  that 
**  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from 
any  State."  But  here  thev  were,  according  to  the  South 
Carolina  doctrine,  still  in  the  dark;  for  white  the^  intend- 
ed effectually  to  secure  our  exports  from  taxation,  they 
did,  in  fact,  subject  them  to  the  burden  of  paying  the  en- 
tire revenues  of  the  country.  The  wise  men  who  framed 
the  constitution,  did  not,  it  seems,  understand  the  work 
of  thdr  own  hands;  nor  had  the  accumulated  wisdom  of 
the  whole  country  been  able,  in  the  process  of  fortjr  years' 
administration  of  the  Government,  to  understand  it,  until 
the  light  of  the  '*  forty  bale  theory"  burst  upon  theVorld. 

It  has  not  been  my  intention,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  detain 
the  comnuttee  with  a  minute  investigation  of  this  theory. 
The  arg^uments  by  which  it  has  been  met  and  overthrown 
are  familiar  to  all,  and  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that 
there  are  not  ten  members  on  this  flom*,  who  would  now 
soberly  attempt  its  vindication.  '  Ana  yet,  preposterous 
and  revolting  to  common  sense  as  it  is,  it  has  been  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  South  Carolina,  to  the  purpose  of 
seducing  her  people  into  resolutions  of  resistance  to  what 
they  have  thus  been  made  to  believe  is  intolerable  oppres- 
aon — insupportable  tyranny. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  duties  upon  consumption  are 
oppressive,  because  unequally  burdensome,  to  the  South. 
Now,  sir,  how  does  it  appear  that  the  South  sustains  an 
unequal  portion  of  the  burden  of  imposts?  The  rates  of 
duties  are  the  same  every  where.  The  only  question  then 
is  as  to  the  comparative  amount  of  the  consumption  of  du- 
tiable articles  by  different  sections  of  the  country.  And 
as  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  constitution  that 
the  burdens  of  taxes  and  the  benefits  of  representation 
shall  be  equal,  no  State  can  justly  complain  of  burdens  as 
unequal,  which  do  not  exceed  the  measure  of  its  repre- 
^sentation.  South  Carolina,  for  example,  ought  not  to 
complain,  if  she  pays  no  more  taxes  than  another  State, 
havinp^  an  equal  representation.  Now,  nr.  South  Carolina 
has  nine  representatives  on  this  floor,  while  Vermont  h^ 
but  five.  South  Carolina,  then,  should  pay  nearly  twice 
as  much  as  Vermont.  But  who  will  seriously  under- 
take to  maintain' that  she  contributes  in  that  propor- 
tion to  the  expenses  of  this  Government?  Why  should 
her  contributions  even  exceed  those  of  Vermont,  when 
her  while  population  is  fifteen  thensand  less  than  that 
State?  It  IS  true,  she  has  315,000  slaves,  with  a  repre- 
sentation here  of  four  on  their  account — one,  only,  less 
than  the  entire  representation  of  Vermont.  But  what 
amount  of  dutiable  articles  is  *consumed^by  these  slaVes, 
compared  with  that  consumed  by  an  equal  number  of 
Northern  freemen  ?  Almost  the  entire  amount  connsts  of 
the  coarsest  and  cheapest  woollens;  and  yielding,  there- 
fore, even  at  a  duty  oi  fifty  per  centum  upon  ^eir  value, 
but  a  very  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  whole  revenue, 
compared  with  the  more  expensive  clothing  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  North.  But  even  this  pittance,  constituting 
almost  tba  entire  revenue  derived  from  the  slave  con- 
sumption, has  been  nearly  relinquished  by  the  act  of  last 
session,  coarse  woollens,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  haying 
been  brought  down  to  a  mere  nominal  duty  of  five  per 
cent.— thus  almost  entirely  exempting  from  taxation  the 


consumption  of  a  portion  of  the  population  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, equivalent,  in  pcunt  of  politidil  power,  to  four- 


fifths  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Vermont  And  yet» 
sir.  South  Carolina  comes  here  and  talks  of  oppresnon — 
intolerable  oppresnon! 

But,  ask  Southern  gentlemen,  is  it  not  oppreasiye  to 
compel  us  to  purchase  the  articles  of  our  consumption, 
at  an  advance,  resulting  from  the  protecting  duties,  of 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  ptf  cent.,  when  tihuitt  advance 
enures  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  Northern  manufac- 
turer? The  burden  of  this  complaint  vests  upon  the  as- 
sumption that,  but  for  the  protecting  duties,  the  articles 
upon  which  ihe^  are  now  levied  might  be  purchased  for 
their  present  price,  less  than  tiie  whole  amount  of  the  du- 
ties; and  that,  therefore,  the  South  pays  that  amount  as  a 
tribute  to  the  Nortiiem  manufacturer. 

Now,  nr,  let  us  test  the  correctness  of  this  assumptioa 
by  reference  to  a  few  of  the  articles  on  which  protecting 
duties  are  levied.  -  The  price  of  nails,  for  example,  is  ax 
cents  per  pound — ^the  auty  five  cents.  Does  any  body 
believe  that,  if  the  duty  were  entirely  taken  off,  nain 
might  be  purchased  for  one  cent?  Lead  sells  at  3^  cents 
and  there  is  levied  upon  it  a  duty  of  3  cents.  Who  be- 
lieves that  it  could  be  purchased  at  five  mills,  if  exempted 
from  duty?  So  also  the  price  of  cottons  within  the  30 
cents  minimum  averages  ten  cents  per  yard.  The  duty 
is  equal  to  7i  cents.  Where  coula  they  be  purchased 
for  3}  cents,  if  the  duties  were  removed?  I  might 
pursue  the  illustration,  by  a  reference  to  numerous  otiier 
articles  which  enter  extensively  into  the  consumption  of 
every  part  of  the  country.  Indeed,  I  befieve  it  may  be 
safely  asserted  that  the  general  effect  of  an  increa^  of 
duty  for  the  purpose  of  protection,  upon  any  particular 
article,  has  been  to  reduce  its  price  to  the  consumer; 
while  the  sudden  diminution  of^a  protecting  duty  has 

{>roduced  an  advance  of  prices — ^if  not  immediately,  at 
east  after  the  domestic  manufacture  has  been  so  checked 
as  materially  to  affect  the  competition  created  by  it,  and 
subject  tile  market  to  the  control  of  forekpners. 

I'here  seems  totne  to  be  a  radical  and  mtal  error  in  the 
reasoning  of  the  opponents  of  the  tariff  on  this  subject. 
Directing  their  attention,  exclusively,  to  the  transitioa 
from  a  high  to  a  low  doty,  they  ask — cannot  the  merchant 
who  sells  g^ods  to-day  on  which  he  has  paid  a  duty  of  50 
per  cent.,  afford  to  sell  50  per  cent,  cheaper  to-morrow, 
the  same*'  kind  of  goods,  on  which  he  shall  have  paid  no 
duty?  Certainly  he  might;  but  whether  he  would  or  not^ 
depends  upon  the  grand  regulator  of  prices— the  relation 
between  the  demand  and  supply.  But  whatever  may  be 
the  momentary  effect  of  this  aoandonment  of  a  protecting 
duty,  we  mus^  in  legislating  upon  the  subiect,  look  at  its 
ultimate  permanent  effect.  That  that  effect  would  not 
be  a  reduction  of  price  equal  to  the  reduction  of  duty, 
would  seem  necessarily  to  result  from  the  fact,  that  the 
advance  of  price,  on  the  laying  of  a  protecting  duty,  has 
in  no  case  been  permanently  equal  to  the  augmentation  of 
duty.  The  truth  is,  and  it  rests  on  undeniable  facti^ 
that  such  a  diminution  of  protecting  duties  as  has  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  amount  of  any  particular  domes- 
tic manufacture,  though  the  increased  importation  which 
produces  that  effect  ma^  temporarily  reauce  prices,  will 
finally  result  in  such  an  increase  of  the  price  of  the  sub- 
stituted foreign  manufacture  in  the  foreign  market,  as  to 
keep  it  undiminished  to  the  consumer  here.  So  that  the 
precious  privilege  of  employing  foreign  labor  to  supply 
our  wants,  will  constitute  the  whole  benefit  of  an  aban- 
donment of  that  protection  which  has  hitherto  cherished 
our  own. 

But,  say  our  Southern  friends^  your  sjrstem  of  protec- 
tion diminishes  the  importation  of  British  goods;  and  by 
as  much  as  that  importation  is  diminished,  by  so  much  is 
diminished  either  our  export  of  cotton,  or  the  prices  of 
it.    Let  us,  therefore,  have  free  trade.    Now,  sir,  to  test 
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the  force  of  the  objection  thus  rused  by  the  cotton<f>UintF 
ing  States,  I  propose  to  ^ye  them  free  trade  for  a  while, 
and  see  how  it  will  operate« 

The  whole  export  of  cotton  from  the  United  States 
wssy  in  1830,  about  300,000,000  pounds.  The  amount 
consumed  in  the  United  States  was  about  75,000,000. 
Total  375,000,000.  To  meet  the  wishes  of  the  South, 
suppose  we  break  up  our  establishments,  and  transfer  the 
whole  of  our  present  manufacture  to  Great  Britain.  The 
British  manuncturers  would  Uien  want  an  additioiud  sup- 
ply of  cotton,  to  form  fiibrics  of  that  article,  equal  in 
amount  to  those  previously  manufactured  in  the  United 
States;  that  is,  just  the  75,000,000  pounds,  and  no  more. 
So  that  success  m  this  loQff  contest  for  free  trade  would 
simply  transfer  to  Great  Britain,  to  give  employment  to 
her  industry  and  capital,  the  75,000,000  which  had  been 
previously  consumed  in  Uie  United  States,  for  the  benefit 
of  our  own. 

As  free  trade  would  thus  add  nothing  to  the  present 
amount  of  the  sales  of  Southern  cotton,  so  neither  would 
it  enhance  its  price.  The  price  of  cotton,  as  of  every 
thing  else,  I  need  not  say,  is  regulated  by  the  relation 
whioi  may  exist  between  the  demand  and  supply — a  dis- 
proportionate demand  raising  the  price,  and  a  dispropor- 
tionate supply  reducing  it.  Now,  sir,  would  the  transfer 
which  I  have  supposed.  Increase  thfe  demand  for  raw  cot- 
ton? Would  the  world,  in  consequence  of  it,  want  any 
more  cotton  fabrics  than  before?  Certainly  not.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  would  the  supply  of  the  raw  material  be 
thereby  diminished?  Would  the  cotton  planters  of  India 
or  Brazil,  for  example,  diminish  their  culture  of  that  ar- 
ticle, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  our  Southern  cotton 
planters  to  illustrate  the  advantaj^  of  frej^ trade,  by  hav- 
ing an  increased  demand  for  their  production,  in  the  mar- 
ket of  Great  Britun,  and  of  the  world,  so  as  to  be  enablc^d 
either  to  sell  an  increased  quantity,  or  command  an  in- 
creased price  f   Certainly  not. 

The  South  complains  tnat  the  price  of  cotton  has  greatly 
diminished  under  the  operation  of  the  protectinff  system. 
It  has,  indeed,  diminished:  but  I  deny  that  the  diminution 
has  been  produced  by  that  system.  It  has  resulted  from 
an  increased  production  of  cotton  every  where;  a  pro- 
duction that  has  outrun  the  consumption  of  the  world. 
It  has  greatly  increased  in  Egypt,  Brazil,  and  the  East 
and  West  Indies;  and  has  been  extended  from  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Southwestern  States.  Thus,  in  the  United 
States,  the  cotton  crop  has  increased  from  about  ninety- 
two  millions  of  pounos  in  1816,  to  about  three  hundred 
and  aeventy-five  millions  in  1830.  And  this  has  been  ac- 
companied by  a  probable  corresponding  increase  of  pro- 
duction in  other  cotton-growing  countries.  Can  South 
Carolina  wonder  that  the  price  of  her  staple  has.  sunk 
under  the  pressure  of  such  an  accumulated  production 
as  this? 

That  the  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  cotton  have  not 
been  produced  by  Uie  protecting  system,  is  rendered  yet 
iDore  apparent,  by  a  glance  at  the  quantity  compared 
with  the  value  of  that  staple  exported  from  the  United 
States  in  various  years.  Thus,  92,000,000  lbs.  exported 
from  the  United  States  in  1818,  were  worth  $31,000,000, 
while  "88,000,000  lbs.  exported  in  the  following  year  were 
worth  but  $21,000,000.  So,  in  1822,  144,000,000  lbs. 
were  worUi  ^4,000,000,  while  173,000,000  lbs.  in  1823, 
were  worth  only  ^0,000,000.  So,  also,  in  1825,  the 
▼alue  of  176,000,000  lbs.  was  $36,000,000;  whereas,  m  the 
next  year,  204,000,000  lbs.  were  worth  but  $25,000,000. 
Now»  whence  these  fluctuations  of  price?  No  material 
variations  of  the  tariff  occurred  during  either  of  these 
biennial  periods.  The  great  and  sudden  fluctuations  could 
not,  therefore,  have  resulted  from  tariff  legislation.  They 
must  be  traced  to  other  causes. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  the  effect  of  free  ti'ade  upon  our 
cotton  planters  would  be  to  enable  them  to  transfer  to 


Great  Britain  the  amount  of  their  staple,  previously 
wrought  in  the  cotton  mills  of  the  United  States^.  iVis* 
however,  is^  not  altogether  true.  Break  up  our  cotton 
manu&cturing  establuhments,  and  there  would  be  a  dimi- 
nution of  our  consumption  of  cotton  fabrics^  resulting 
from  tlie  diminished  tfbdity  of  our  people  to  pay  for  them, 
and  accompanied  by  a  substitution  of  fabrics  wrought 
from  other  domestic  materials.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  there  must  be  a  corresponding  diminution  of  demand 
for  the  raw  material,  and  that  its  present  consumptioD  in 
the  United  States  would,  to  that  extent,  fail  of  b^ng 
transferred  to  the  cotton  mills  of  Great  Britun. 

The  consumption  of  cotton  fitbrics  in  the  United  States 
has  been  almost  immeasurably  increased  since  the  intro« 
duotion  of  their  manufacture,  because  of  the  increased 
facilities  of  purchaang  them  with  the  products  of  our  la^ 
bor  and  our  soil.  Drive  our  people  to  the  British  manu- 
facturers for  the  purchase  of  tnese  as  well  as  other  fiibrics, 
and  what  have  thev  to  pay  with?  What  of  the  products 
of  three-fourths  or  our  country  will  Great  Britain  take  in 
exchange  for  them?  The  truUi  is^  that  the  consumption, 
as  well  as  the  price,  of  the  great  Southern  staple  is  actu- 
ally increased  rather  than  diminished  by  a  protecting  tariff. 
In /act,  sir,  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country,  which 
results  from  the  protecting  system,  is  emphaticidly  the 
prosperity  of  the  South.  The  augmented  value  which 
that  system  gives  to  the  industry  df  the  East,  the  Middle, 
and  the  West,  not  only  furnishes  an  increasing  demand 
for  Southern  staples,  but  also  increases  the  demand  of  the 
country  for  those  foreign  productions  which  may  be  pur- 
chased  with  them.  Thus^  the  consumption  of  cotton  in 
Uie  United  States  has  increased  from  11,000,000  lbs.  in 
1816,  to  about  80,000,000  at  the  present  time;  and  there 
has  been,  also,  a  constantly  increasing  demand  at  the 
North  for  the  flour,  the  com,  the  rice,  and  the  tobacco 
of  the  South;  while  the  exportation  of  cotton  has  rapidly 
increased,  and  the  aggregate  importations  been  greatly 
augmented. 

There  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  another  benefit  connected 
with  the  protecting  system,  which  I  cannot  wholly  omit 
to  notice.  It  is  its  tendencjr  to  strengthen  'that  bond  of 
our  Union,  which  is  formed  in  the  free  intercourse  pro- 
duced by  reciprocal  wants  and  mutual  dependence;  to 
make  us,  in  interest  and  in  feelinf  ,  one  people.  Vain, 
sir,  will  be  all  efforts  to  sustain  this  Union,  while  those 
who  have,  under  Providence,  the  control  of  iU  destinies, 
disrenird  this  great  principle.  Let  us,  then,  aid  its  full 
development,  by  sustaining  that  system  which  enlarges 
the  sphere  of  the  national  industry,  multiplies  the  objects, 
and  improves  the  channels  of  a  free  commercial  inter- 
course, and  tiius  deepens  the  sympathies,  identifies  the 
interests,  and  cements  the  union  of  this  great  people. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  be  permitted  to  press 
upon  those  who  complain  so  loudly  of  the  oppressions  of 
this  system,  the  inqmry — how  its  abandonment,  so  sternly 
demanded,  will  furnish  the  desired  relief?  The  people, 
sir,  whom  I  represent,  want  light  on  this  subject  Thev 
now  believe,  and  I  can  assure  gentlemen  that  silence  will 
not  shake  that  belief,  that  South  Carolina  must  look  to 
other  causes  than  the  tariff,  for  the  source  of  the  evils  of 
which  she  complains.  They  believe  that  the  depression 
m  the  price  of  her  rreat  staple  is  to  be  traced  to  causes 
entirely  disconnectea  with  the  protecting  policy.  And 
they  believe,  what  it  is  to  be  feared  South  Carolina  has  yet 
to  learn,  that  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a  community 
mainly  depend  upon  tiie  proper  cultivation  of  its  soil;  the 
habits  of  its  people;  their  domestic  economy;  and,  above 
all,  upon  the  amount  of  their  productive  labor,  And,  ur, 
their  highly  cultivated  fields,  their  comfortable  dwellings, 
their  frugal  habits,  and  their  universal  untiring  industry, 
exhibit  a  practical  illustration  of  the  coiTectncss  of  their 
belief.  They  show  their  faith  by  their  works.  And  can 
a  people,  who  have  long  presented  a  perfect  contrast  to 
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all  this,  wonder  that  they,  at  len^h,  find  themaelves  in  a 
state  of  decay,  or  even  of  impoverishment?    To  speak 
only  of  the  state  of  industry  at  the  South-^what  is  it  r    It 
has  been  asserted  here  that  T)ne-ha1f  of  the  able  popular 
tlon  perform  no  labor,  bat  are  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  labor  of  others.     To  put  the  ctae,  however,  beyond 
the  reach  of  all  pos^le  doubt,  I  will  suppose  the  pro- 
portion to  be  one-third  only.     Now,  to  illustr&te  the  enect 
of  this,  let  me  suppose  that  one-third  of  the  able,  and,  of 
course,  the  laboring  portion  of  the  population  of  Yer 
mont  were  transported  to  a  barren  rock,  in  the  midst  of 
the  ocean;  and  that  the  remaining  two-thirds  were  com- 
pelled to  provide  for  them  the  necessaries,  and  even  the 
luxuries  of  life,  with  the  personal  service  necessary  to 
ensure  to  them  a  complete  exemption  from  the  labor  of 
taking  care  of  themselves.     Need  I  ask  what  would  be 
the  condition  of  Vermont  under  the  operation  of  such  an 
exhausting  process?    And  yet  this  is  very  far  from  pre- 
senting a  perfect  illustration  of  the  evils  of  slavery;  for 
there  would  still  be  left  the  indomitable  energies  of  a  free 
people  to  struggle  forward  beneath  the  burden.     No 
comparison  can  fully  illustrate  the  influence  of  slavery 
upon  the  condition  of  a  community. 

But,  sir,  I  will  pursue  this  subject  no  further.  I  know 
how  exceedingly  irritating  it  is  m  certain  quarters,  and 
have,  therefore,  alluded  to  it  with  great  reluctance.  But 
its  consideration  is  forced  upon  us,  by  the  glowing  de- 
scrii)ttons  which  are  constantly  gpven  of  Southern  impo- 
verishment and  distress,  produced,  as  we  are  told,  in  no 
measured  terms,  by  the  **  oppressions"  and  **  robberies*' 
of  the ''tyrannical'*  and  "abominable  system  of  protec- 
tion. To  shut  our  eyes,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  efficient  causes  of  South- 
ern depression,  is  as  impossible,  for  one  portion  of  the 
country  as  it  is  suicidal  in  the  other. 

And  what  is  the  remedy  which  South  Carolina  proposes 
for  the  evils  under  which  she  labors?  Nothing  less,  sir, 
than  the  entire  prostration  of  the  protecting  system;  the 
sacrifice  of  Hiilltons  in  accomplishing  the  ruinous  result; 
and  the  reduction  of  the  labor  of  freemen  to  a  level  with 
that  of  slaves.  And,  after  all,  who  can  say  that  this 
will  be  an  effectual  remedy?  Will  it  restore  the  worn 
out  lands  of  Carolina?  Will  it  add  fifty  per  cent,  to  the 
amount  of  her  productive  labor?  Will  it  blast  and  con- 
sume the  cotton  crops  of  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana?  or  convert  into  deserts  the  fruitful  cotton 
fields  of  Brazil,.  Eg^^pt,  and  the  Indies?  Or  will  it  take 
off  the  mighty  incubus  which  sits,  with  sable  visage  and 
haggard  form,  upon  the  southern  portion  of  our  country? 
If  it  will  not  do  all  this,  then  I  hazard  nothing  in  sayinf 
that  it  will  not  reach  the  fountain  of  South  Carolina's  suf- 
ferings, and  bring  her  the  desired  relief. 

Permit  roe,  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  gliince  at  the  extent 
and  suddenness  of  the  change  which  this  bill  proposes; 
the  grounds  on  which  it  is  urged  by  the  committee  who 
reported  it;  the  strength  of  the  argfument  drawn  from  the 
present  position  of  South  Carolina;  the  consequences  of 
yielding  to  it;  and  the  certainty  that  yielding  to  it,  by  the 
passage  of  this  bilV  uriU  not  settle  this  vexed  question. 

In  regard  to  the  first  subject  of  inquiry,  I  will  not  trou- 
ble the  committee  with  a  minute  examination  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill,  which  have  been  very  fully  gone  into  by 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me.  The  deep  interest  of 
my  constituents  in  the  production  of  wool  must,  however, 
be  my  apology  for  devoting  a  few  moments  to  this  branch 
of  the  subject. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
the  act  of  the  14th  of  July  last,  to  take  effect  on  the  4th 
of  March  next,  abolishes  the  duty  on  wool  costing  eight 
cents,  and  under,  and  reduces  from  more  than  fifty  to 
five  per  cent,  the  duty  on  woollens  costing  not  more  than 
thirty-five  cents,  and  from  38^  to  5  per  cent.  On  coarse 
blankets ,    In  addition  to  these  reductions,  the  present  bill 


provides  for  a  reduction  on  wool  costing  over  eiglit  cents, 
of  about  one-half  the  present  duty,  immediately;  in  one 
year  two-thirds,  and  in  two  years  four-fifths;  and  on 
woollens,  cos(6ng  over  thirty-five  cents,  one-fourth  imme- 
diately; in  one  year. one-half,  and  in  two  yean  two- 
thirds,  of  the  existing  duty. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  undertake  to  determine  the  precise 
effect  upon  Uie  price  of  wool,  of  any  given  reduction  of 
duties  upon  it,  or  upon  t1;8  manufactures.  Bat  let  us  look 
at  its  probable  operation. 

Prices  being  regulated  by  the  relation  between  demand 
and  supply,  it  is  <K>viou8  that  a  reduction  in  the  demand 
for  wool,  the  supply  remaining  the  same,  or  an  increase 
of  its  supply,  tiie^emand  remaining  the  same,  will  alike 
reduce  its  value. 

Now,  although  the  reduction  of  one-fourth  the  present 
duty  on  woollens  might  not  produce  an  immediate  suspen- 
sion of  the  operations  of  our  woollens  establishments,  it 
must,  necessarily,  be  followed  by  a.material  reduction  in 
the  prices  of  wool,  of  labor,  of  provisions,  &c.  to  enable 
them  to  continue  their  operations.  That  the  commence- 
ment of  the  second  year,  however,  when  the  duty  will 
be  brought  d«wn  to  one-half  its  present  amount,  would 
find  them  overwhelmed  with  foreign  importations,  can  ad- 
mit of  no  doubt.  It  would  be  the  signal  for  an  attack  of 
the  main  body  of  British  manufacturers,  with  their  redun- 
dant capital  and  pauper  labor,  before  which  our  infiuit 
establishments,  with  their  dependent  interests,  must  ine- 
vitably be  crushed. 

'  But  the  heaviest  blow  which  this  bill  inflicts  on  the 
wool-growine' interest,  is  the  immediate  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  wod;  for,  even  if  there  were  no  reduction  of 
duty  on  woollens,  and  the  demand  for  wool  should  be  uh- 
diminished,  the  supply  would  be  increased  even  to  a  glut 
of  the  market,  by  the  importations  which  must  follow  the 
reduction  of  duty.  No  one  can  doubt  this,  who  will  take 
the  trouble  to  recollect  that,  even  under  the  present  dhty, 
tlie  importations  of  wool,  in  the  y^ar  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1831,  amounted  to  5,623,960  lbs.  If  such 
an  importation  was  made  under  a  dutv  of  not  less  than 
75  pef  cent,  need  I  ask  what  would  follow  an  immediate 
abolition  of  one-half  of  Uiat  duty? 

Now,  sir,  let  me  illustrate  the  probable  effects  of  this 
reduction  upon  the  wool-growint  interest,  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  district  which  I  have  tne  honor  to  represent. 
Of  Uie  twenty  millions  of  sheep  in  the  United  States, 
Vermont  is  estimated  to  possess  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand.  -I'heir  value,  estimated  at  two  dollars  per 
head,  is  ...  -  {^,000,000 

The  land  required  for  their  subsistence,  esti- 
mating one  acre  for  three  sheep,  would  be 
500;000  acres,  which,  at  10  dollars,  would 
amount  to      -  -  -  -  .   5,000,000 

The  annual  product  of  wool,  estimated  at  2J 
lbs.  per  head,  is  3,750,000  lbs.,  which  at  40 
cents,  amounts  to      -  -  -  1,500,000 

To  complete  the  account,  there  should  be  added  the  U- 
bor  employed  in  rearing  the  flocks,  and  washing  and  clip^ 
ping  the  wool,  and  transporting  it  to  market,  and  the  value 
of  the  land  necessary  to  subsist  the  labor  thus  employed. 
Now,  sir,  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  effects  of  an 
immediate  reduction  of  even  one-third  in  the  present  price 
of  wool.  That  reduction  would,  in  my  district  alone, 
amount  to  half  a  million  of  dollars  on  the  crop  of  the  ap- 
proaching season.  To  a  farmer  owning  one  thousand 
sheep,  it  would  be  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dol- 
lars; while  there  would  be  a  corresponding  reduction  in 
the  value  of  his  flock  and  his  farm  which  would  amount 
to  an  additional  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six  dollars.  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  this 
farmer  has  been  gradually  enlarging  his  stock  of  sheep* 
perhaps  suddenly  by  purchase,  upon  the  assurance  that 
there  would  be  something  like  stability  in  our  legislation. 
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Perbapa  he  has  added  to  his  farm  upon  the  same  assu- 
rance, and,  in  the  course  of  this  operation,  has  become 
indebted,  with  the  expectation  of  an  ability  to  pay  from 
the  produce  of  his  flock — makings  his  purchases  of  sheep 
and  land  at  prices  regulated  by  the  standard  of  existing* 
values.  Now  what  will  be  his  condition  when  he  fin£ 
that  the  magic  of  our  legislation  has,  in  effect,  stripped 
him  of  one-third  of  his  coming  crop  of  wool,  and  reduced, 
in  the  same  proportion,  the  value  of  his  flock  and  his 
farm?  His  debts  must  be  paid  to  the  last  farthing.  Our 
legislation  cannot  reach  them. 

The  case  I  have  supposed,  while  it  may  be  literally  the 
case  of  thousands,  furnishes  aA  illustration  of  the  general 
effect  of  the  contemplated  change  in  th\e  protecting  sys- 
tem upon  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  throughout 
the  community.  The  mass  of  existing  debt  must  be  dis- 
charged; and  what  will  become  of  the  debtors  under  the 
operation  of  such  a  material  and  sudden  seduction  of  the 
means  of  payment? 

So  much  has  been  said,  here  and  elsewhere,  of  the 
aristocratic  manu&cturing  monopolies,  that  men  have  in- 
sensibly come  to  look  at  their  prostration  with  a  strange, 
unaccountable  indiflerence,  not  reflecting  that  their  ope- 
rations have  become  so  intertwined  with  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  community  as  materially  to  affect  the  value  of 
land,  of  labor,  and  of  all  the  productions  of  both.  Sir,  it 
is  upon  these  interests,  the  interests  of  the  farmers,  the 
mechanics,  and  laborers,  that  you  are  about  to  let  in  the 
broad  and  desolating  flood. 

But  it  is  said  that  excessive  importations  will  not  follow 
a  reduction  of  the  tariff;  that  combinations  of  foreign 
capitalists  cannot  be  formed  to  flood  our  markets  at  a  sa- 
crifice, for  the  purpose  of  prostrating  our  manufactures. 
There  is,  sir,  no  necessity  for  supposing  the  existence  of 
combinations  to  produce  such  a  result.  It  will  as  neces- 
sarily follow  a  withdrawal  of  protection  as  would  the  in- 
undation of  Holland,  the  prostration  of  her  dikes.  The 
redundant  capital  and  labor  of  Great  Britain  are  perpetu- 
ally struggling  to  And  a  market  for  their  productions,  the 
sale  of  a  portion  of  which,  even  at  cost,  is  an  important 
object,'  because  it  prevents  that  surplus  in  the  home  mar- 
ket which  reduces  the  value  of  the  Whole  stock.  Shall 
we  not  learn  wisdom  from  experience?  What  followed 
the  diminished  protection  produced  by  the  peace  of  1815? 
Let  the  overwhelming  influx  of  foreign  goods,  and  the 
sacrifices,  the  bankruptcies,  and  the  wide-spread  desola- 
tions of  the  few  following  years,  answer.  The  imports  of 
1815  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  millions 
of  dollars;  the  exports  were  but  littie  over  fifty  millions 
of  dollars.  Further  evidence  of  the  excessive  importations 
may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  receipts  from  customs, 
in  the  years  181 6-' 17,  were  about  sixty-two  millions  of 
dollars. 

Similar  effects  followed  the  peace  of  Europe,  in  1814, 
in  the  excessive  exports  of  British  manufactures  to  the 
continent.  A  description  of  them  may  be  found  in  a 
speech  of  Lord  Brougham  in  the  British  Parliament, 
from  which  1  beg  permission  to  read  a  short  extract. 

"  After  the  cramped  state  in  which  the  enemy's  mea- 
sures and  our  own  retaliation  (as  we  termed  it)  had  kept 
our  trade  for  some  years,  when  the  events  of  the  spring, 
1814,  suddenly  opened  the  continent,  a  rage  for  export- 
ing goods  of  every  kind  burst  forth,  only  to  be  equalled 
(though  not  in  extent)  by  some  of  the  commercial  delu- 
sions connected  with  South  American  speculations.  Every 
thing  that  could  be  shipped  was  sent  ofl*;  all  the  capital 
that  could  be  laid  hold  of  was  embarked:  the  frenzy — 
I  can  call  it  nothing  else,  aflcr  the  experience  of  1806 
and  ISlO^lescending  to  persons  in  the  remotest  circum- 
atafices,  and  the  farthest  removed,  by  tiieir  pursuits,  from 
commercial  cares." 

After  describing  the  reaction,   and  general  distress 
which  followed,  Mr.  Brougham  adds: 


**  The  peace  with  America  has  produced  somewhat  of 
a  similar  effect;  though  I  am  very  far  from  placing  the 
vast  exports  which  it  occasioned  upon  the  same  footing 
with  those  to  the  European  market  the  year  before;  both 
because,  ultimately,  the  Americans  will  pay,'  which  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  continent  renders  very  unlikely, 
and  because  it  was  well  worth  while  to  incur  a  loss  upon 
the  first  exportationSy  in  order,  by  the  glut,  to  stifle  in 
the  cradle  tnose  rising  manufactures  in  tiie  United  States 
which  the  war  had  forced  into  existence,  contrary  to  the 
natural  course  of  things.'* 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  took  place  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  in  1814,  and  in  this  country  in  1815,  will,  as 
surely  as  like  causes  produce  like  effects,  befall  us  in 
1834  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law.  It  will  result  not  only 
from  the  natural  operations  of  trade,  but  from  the  sys- 
tematic policy  of  our  g^eat  rival,  which  is  ever  intent  on 
"  stifling*' the  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  whose 
existence  and  prosperity  it  regards  as  ''contrary  to  the 
natural  course  of  things."  Yes,  sir,  in  the  eye  of  a  Bri- 
tish statesman,  and,  may  I  not  add,  in  the  eyes  of  some  of 
our  own,  the  *<  natural  course  of  thinn"  is,  that  British 
industry  shall  supply  our  wants,  rather  than  that  we 
should  cherish  our  own  industry  to  supply  them  ourselves. 
Shall  we,  sir,  by  our  legislation,  aid  that  policy  which  thus 
augments  the  industry,  the  wealth,  the  population,  and 
the  power  of  the  "fast  ai\chored  isle'**  or  shall  we  che- 
rish and  build  up  the  system  which  puts  in  motion  the 
capital,  and  enterprise,  and  ingenuity,  and  industry  of 
our  own  country,  and  thus  increases  its  wealth,  advances 
its  population,  and  renders  solid  and  permanent  the  foun- 
dations of  its  prosperity  and  its  power? 

There  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  one  general  feature  of  this 
bill,  to  which  I  beg  permission  to  devote  a  few  moments' 
attention.  The  claim  of  the  nuUifiers,  as  embodied  in  the 
South  Carolina  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
is,  that  duties  shall  be  made  eqiuil  on  all  articles,  as  well 
those  which  need  as  those  which  do  not  need  protection. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  the  raising  of  a 
revenue  not  exceeding  fifteen  million  dollars,  upon  such 
an  appprtionment  of  duties,  will  involve  a  surrender  of 
the  protecting  system.  And  does  not  the  bill  on  your 
table,  in  its  obvious  disregard  of  the  discrimination  which 
is  vital  to  that  system,  evidently  point  to  such  a  result? 
Permit  me  to  examine  it,  for  a  moment,  in  connexion  with 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whose  joint  labors  it  obvi- 
ouslv  owes  its  existence. 

The  Secretary  says,  in  the  first  place,  that  "it  is  not  to 
be  conceViled,  that  a  permanent  system  of  high  protect- 
ing duties  directly  tends  to  build  up  favored  classes,  ulti- 
mately prejudicial  to  the  State.**  "Favored  classes!" 
Let  me  stop  to  look  at  this  a  moment.  Who  constitute 
the  favored  classes,  the  building  up  of  which  fills  the 
mind  of  the  Secretary  with  such  alarm  for  the  safety  of 
the  State?  Sir,  they  are,  in  truth,  the  farmers,  the  me- 
chanics, and  the  laborers — the  men  by  whom,  and  for 
whom,  this  Government  was  made.  The  system  of  protec- 
tion builds  them  up,  and,  therefore,  the  State  is  in  dan^r! 

The  Secretary  proceeds:  "Little  doubt  is  entertained 
that,  in  a  tariff  framed  on  proper  principles,  the  reduction 
of  six  millions,  now  recommended,  may,  for  the  most  part, 
be  made  upon  those  commonly  denominated  protected 
articles,  without  prejudice  to  the  reasonable  claims  of  ex- 
isting establishments."  Now,  let  us  see  what  are  regarded, 
as  **  the  reasonable  claims  of  existing  establishments.*' 
The  bill,  which,  the  House  has  been  told,  embraces  the 
Secretary's  project  of  a  tariff  "  framed  on  proper  prin- 
ciples," provides  for  the  following,  among  other  reduc- 
tions of  duties,  within  two  years,  viz.  wool,  from  more 
than  75  per  cent,  to  15;  woollens,  from  55  percent,  to 
20;  WQollen  twist  and  yam,  from  25  to  15;  cottons  from  48  J 
to  20  s  and  cotton  yarn  and  thread  from  37i  to  10. 
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Nov,  toTf  if,  in  roference  tp  the  great  and  vital  intereats 
of  wool,  wooUeiu^  and  cottonib  these  reductjona  conati- 
tute  the  meaaure  of  their  "  reasonable  claims"  to  protec- 
tton,  I  should  like  to  know  by  what  rule  the  reasonable 
claims  of  certain  other  intereats  are  so  estimated  as  to 
keep  permanent  duties  of  28  per  cent  on  hammered  iron; 
35  on  pi?  iron;  76  on  rolled i  93  on  sheet  and  hoop  iron; 
63  on  naus;  73  on  spikes;  48  on  anchors;  and  37  on  cast- 
inn;  protected,  as  most  of  these  articleaare,  to  no  incon- 
sideraole  extent,  by  the  heavy  freight  on  their  importa- 
tion. And  why,  I  may  ado,  is  a  duty  retained  upon 
sugar,  of  46  per  cent.,  tobacco  33,  and  coal  47?  As  the 
Secretary's  report  throws  no  light  on  these  inquiries,  let 
us  see  if  we  can  find  any  in  the  report  which  accompanies 
this  biU. 

The  committee  say  that  they  have  **  arranged  the  duties 
at  rates  of  from  10  to  30  per  cent.,''  with  certain  excep- 
tions, founded  upon  the  necessary  protection  of  articles 
*'  essential  to  independence  in  time  of  war."  On  looking 
over  the  bill,  I  find  these  exceptions  to  embrace  fifty-two 
articles,  which  range  from  23  to  111  per  cent.;  among 
the  most  prominent  of  which  are  those  I  have  just  enu- 
merated. Now  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  how  it  is 
that  tobacco,  sugar,  paper-hangin^  coal,  boots,  nails, 
mlU-cranks,  and  castings,  to  mention  no  other,  jrtiples, 
are  necessary  to  independence  in  time  of  war,  whSfe^ot- 
ton  and  woollen  cloths  are  unnecessary.  la  not  clothing 
as  necessary  to  an  army  as  sugar  and  tobacco?  or  even  as 
lead  and  iron?  But  it  seems  to  me  to  be  taking  a  venr 
limited  view  of  the  subject,  even  to  confine  the  essentials 
of  independence  to  munitions  of  war,  and  the  clothing  of 
an  army.  Must  not  the  country  be  clothed  as  well  as  the 
army?  But  the  national  independence,  of  which  the 
committee  speak,  necessarily  taxes  a  still  broader  range, 
comprehending  the  ability  of  the  country  to  pay  the 
taxes,  and  sustain  the  general  shock  of  war.  And,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  nothing  can  lay  a  solid  founda- 
tion for  this  independence  but  the  protecting  *  system. 
May  I  not  even  ask  Carolina,  whether  it  is  not  necessi^ 
to  her  independence  in  time  of  war?  Where,  in  case  of 
a  war  with  Gre^t  Britain,  for  example,  ia  she  sure  of  find- 
ing a  market  for  her  cotton?  The  enemv  might,  indeed, 
for  her  own  special  benefit,  furnish  such  market.  But 
she  might  not  nimish  it.  And  where  then  would  be  the 
cotton  of  Carolina?  She  would  have  no  home  market, 
for  she  would,  if  she  could,  effectually  destroy  it  by  break- 
ing down  all  the  manufactures  of  her  staple  production. 

The  committee  say,  further,  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
benefiting  **  some  branches  of  industry,"  some  of  the  raw 
materials  are  adnutted  at  a  low  duty.  Benefiting  some 
branches  of  industry!  What  reeard  for  the  industry  of 
the  country  is  manifested,  by  reaucing  the  duty  on  wool 
to  15  per  cent.  ?.  True,  it  may  save  the  woollen  manufac- 
tories from  immediate  destruction.  But  where,  in  the 
mean  time,  are  the  wool  growers?  •  Are  not  the  twenty 
millions  of  sheep,  and  their  annual  product  of  fifty  mil- 
lions of  pounds  of  wool,  regarded  as  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  be  set  down  in  connexion  with  **  some  branch  of 
industry?"  , 

And  here,  sir,  let  me  ask  why  the  committee  have  im- 
posed a  tax  of  17  or  18  per  cent,  on  tea,  which  we  have 
the  authority  of  the  President,  in  his  annual  message  of 
1829,  for  saying  is  **  an  article  of  necessity  to  all  classes," 
and  which  needs  no  protection,  while  they  have  brouglit 
down  to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent,  wool,  which  does  not  need 
it  Why,  t  ask,  in  the  name  of  the  wool  growers  every 
where,  and  especially  in  my  own  State,  why  was  not  this 
tea  duty  transferred  to  wool,  where  it  might  have  the 
effect  of  saving  millions  of  sheep  from  the  knife,  and 
thousands  of  farmers  from  ruin?  The  whole  amount  of 
that  duty,  added  to  wool  and  woollens,  would  still  leave 
tbem  with  less  protection  than  this  bill  provides  for  iron, 
and  sugar,  and  many  other  articles.     And  why  this  dis- 


tinction? Can  tihose  whcx  lare  ^nnected  with  those  inte- 
rests be  deceived  6y>4i*crimination  in  their  favor,  at  the 
expense  of  some  of  the  most  important  interests  embraced 
in  uie  protectinj^  system  ?  If  the  dtadel  is  carried,  do  they 
expect  that  their  positions  will  be  secure  from  assault  ?  It 
must  be  a  ver^  delusive  idea  of  security,  which  shall  in- 
duce the  iron  mterest,  for  example,  to  nt  quietly  bjr,  and 
see  the  Government  going  back  sixteen  years  in  one,  in  .the 
protection  of  woollens,  and  more  than  sixteen  years  in 
thirty  days,  in  that  of  cottons,  while  iron  is  kept  up  to 
about  double  the  duty  of  1816,  under  the  pretence  tbiat  it 
Is  esseiMal  to  our  independence  in  time  of  war.  The 
policy  which  now  strikea  a  fiital  blow  at  the  leading  inte- 
rests to  which  I  have  advierted,  will  spare  no  interest 
when  it  can  be  succMsfiilly  assailed.  The  bill  before  us 
brings  down  wool,  woollens,  and  cottons,  to  a  standard  of 
mere  revenue,  utterly  regardless  of  the  great  principle  of 
discrinunation,  which  is  vital  to  the  protecting  system. 
**  Duties  for  revenue  and  not  for  protection,"  is  inscribed 
in  broad  characters  upon  its  front.  The  work  of  nun  is 
thus  commenced^  ana  if  the  principles  of  this  bill  are  to 
be  carried  out,  there  is  not  a  protected  interest  in  the 
country  which  will  not  be  finaDy  doomed  to  destruction. 
Can  the  friends  of  the  protecting  system  on  this  floor  shut 
their  eyes  to  the  danger  which  thus  threatens  it? 

But,  sir,  if  we  are  not  awake  to  the  danger,  the  people 
will  be  roused,  when  thev  feel  the  effects  of  our  legisla- 
tion. I  do  not  say  they  will  rebel.  No,  sir.  But  let  pne  tell 
you  what  they  will  do.  They  will  go  to  the  ballot  boxes, 
and  there  tell  us,  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood, 
that  their  interests  shall  be  protected.  We  may  break 
down  the  barriers,  and  let  in  the  flood.  Millions  may  be 
sacrificed,  and  thousands  ruined.  But  the  people  cannot, 
I  trust,  be  permanently  blinded  to  their  true  interests; 
and  if  their  power  in  this  GNivernment  is  to  be  any  thing 
more  than  a^name,  those  interests  shall  yet  receive  an  am- 
ple and  permaneat  protection.  ^ 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  tQ  i^k,  and  to 
press  the  inquiry,  what  reasons  exist  for  the  great  and 
sudden  change  of  policy  which  this  bill  contemplates? 
Surely,  sir,  we  cannot  take  this  step  without  reasons  the 
most  urgent.  Do  they  esst?  What  are  they?  Has  the 
protecting  system  we  mive  so  long  cherished,  brought  us  so 
near  the  verge  of  national  ruin,  that  we  should  thus  precipi- 
tate its  destruction?  Where  are  the  evidences  of  general 
distress?  Rather  may  I  not  ad:,,  where  are  not  the  evi- 
dences of  general  prosperity — a  prosperity  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  ttiis,  or  any  other  country  ?  Sir,  this 
change  should  not  be  made  without  reasons,  so  strong, 
and  so  deeply  ftstened  in  the  convictions  qf  the  people, 
as  to  find  utterance  here,  through  their  primary  assemblies. 
And  have  they  thus  spoken  to  us?  Have  even  their  re- 
presentatives risen  up  in  their  places  here,  and  under- 
taken to  speak  for  them?  Whose  voice  has  been  heard 
in  an  attempt  to  convince  us  that  the  protecting  policy 
oug^t  to  be  abandoned?  Sir,  it  would  seem  that  we  are 
no  longer  to  be  reasoned  with  on  this  subject.  But  one 
of  the  States  of  this  Union,  while  her  representatives  on 
this  floor  are  silent,  as  if  by  instruction,  places  herself 
upon  her  <<  reserved  rights;"  and,  instead  of  saying  to  us 
— ^you  ought  not  to  execute  your  protecting  laws,  says,  in 
a  tone  of  proud  and  insulting  defiance — ^you  shall  not!! 
The  f^uestion,  then,  and  the  only  question  for  us  to  de- 
cide, IS — shall  we  yield  to  this  argument? 

It  has  been  said,  sir,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  reporting  this  bill,  **  took  counsel  of  their 
fears."  In  repelling  this  charge,  I  was  glad  to  hear  the 
honorable  chairman  of  that  committee  do  justice  to  the 
courage  which  dares  to  do  right,  at  tiie  hazard  of  incur- 
rin(|[  the  imputation  of  cowardice.  Sir,  I  am  far  from  be- 
lieving that  tiie  committee  yielded  to  any  tiling  allied  to 
personal  fear.  There  is  a  just  fear,  a  fear  of  inflicting 
injury  on  the  country)  and  there  is,  too,  a  just  pride. 
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which,  I  think,  the  honorable  chainnan  of  the  committee  I 
should  hftre  substituted  for  the  **  false  pride"  which  he 
imputed  to  those  who  refuse  to  act  under  the  influence  of 
menace.  The  <<  feur**  of  the  committee,  and  the  *<  pride" 
of  others,  I  am  willing  to  beliere,  amount  to  the  same 
thing,  and  resolve  themselves  at  last  into  the  question— 
what  is,  on  the  whole,  best  for  the  country  now,  and  in 
an  time?  This  is  the  question  for  us  to  determine.  Nei* 
ther  personal  pride,  nor  party  pride,  nor  party  purposes, 
should  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  This  is  the  time  to 
try  our  principles^  to  throw  off  the  shackles  of  party,  to 
cease  from  man  worship,  to  look  deliberately  over  the 
broad  face  of  our  count^,  with  a  just  regard  to  the  inte* 
rests  of  the  whole  and  of  every  part^  and  with  a  delibe- 
rate view  of  all  the  consequences,  near  and  remote,  of  our 
legislation. 

I  must,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  permitted  to  express  my  re* 
gret  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Wxldx]  has, 
on  this  occasion,  thought  proper  to  invoke  the  spirit  of 
party.  After  a  significant  appeal  to  the  friends  of  '*  a 
certain  distinguish^  individual*'  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
to  yield  their  support  to  this  bill,  he  told  them  that  "  the 
question  must  be  settled  now,  lest  the  power  of  settling 
it  be  placed  in  other  hands."  Sir«  I  say,  unhesitatingly, 
I  care  not  who  settles  this  question,  provided  it  be  settled 
right.  And  if  I  am  asked  whp  I  believe  will  be  most 
likely  thus  to  settle  it,  I  answer,  the  people.  I  protest 
against  committing  this  patient  to  the  charj^  of  political 
doctors.  Let  it  have  the  fostering  care  of  its  natural  pa- 
rents, and  it  will  be  reared  up  to  maturity  in  sound  and 
healthy  proportions.  Give  it  up  to  the  doctors,  and  if  it 
survives  tlieu:  experiments,  it  will  do  it  only^to  finger  out 
a  miserable,  rickety  existence.  For  one,  I  am  opposed 
to  political  tariffs.  If  the  great  interests  involved  in  the 
protecting  system  are  to  be  made  the  mere  sport  of  par- 
ty, then  shall  I  despair  of  its  permanency.  But,  sir,  I 
believe  that,  if  we  will  permit  the  people  to  have  a  voice 
in  this  matter,  they  will  settle  it  right.  In  their  decision 
I  will  cbeerfiilly  acquiesce.  They  have  reared  up  the 
protective  qr^tem;  and  whenever  they  determine  to  give  it 
up,  and  go  back  to  their  former  state  of  dependence,  then, 
and  not  tOl  then,  will  I  consent  to  its  abandonment. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  suppose  we  do  not  pass  this  bill— 
what  then?  Why,  I  am  told  we  shall  have  a  civil  war, 
and  «  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  do  not  anticipate 
either  of  these  conseauences.  By  this  I  would  not  be 
understood  to  sa^  that  taere  may  not  be  resistance  to  our 
lawa^  or  that  a  single  State  may  not  secede.  But  I  mean, 
that  there  will  be  no  general  war,  nor  any  brealdngup  of 
this  Union.  Suppose  a  State  should  try  the  experiment 
of  secession.  The  entire  Union  is  not  thereby  cuSsolved. 
The  bond  which  holds  tiie  other  twenty-three  States  to- 
l^ether,  would  not  be  severed — ^nor  even  weakened,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  the  example  of  a  angle  State  might  encdu* 
TBge  Others  to  rebellion. 

I  know  the  idea  has  been  industriously  propagated, 
that  we  are  about  to  make  war  upon  South  Carolina.  And 
it  is  thus  that  the  war  spirit  in  that  State  has  been  blown 
into  a  flame.  But,  sir,  who  thinks  of  making  war  upon 
South  Carolina?  Certainly  not  the  United  States.  We 
have  passed  certain  revenue  laws,  which  extend  to  South 
Carolina,  in  common  with  all  the  other  States  of  the 
Union.  Instead  of  making  war  upon  that  State,  we  shall 
calmly  set  about  devising  the  means  of  collecting  the  re- 
venue. And  in  doing  this,  we  shall  go  forward,  with  the 
decision,  and  moderation,  and  firmness  of  conscious 
8tren£^h  and  justice;  so  providing  for  the  enforcement  of 
our  laws,  as  to  collect  the  revenue  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  force,  but  such  as  shall  assume  an  attitude  of  direct 
and  active  hostility.  Will  South  Carolina  assume  such  an 
attitude?  Will  she  attack  us  in  our  defences?  Will  she 
attempt  to  drive  us  from  our  fortifications,  or  g^pple  with 
our  naval  power?    Let  her  try  it!    Sir,  let  her  try  it! ! 


But  she  has  said  she  will  secede,  declare  herself  ind^ 
pendent,  and  form  a  new  Government.  And  suppose  she 
does.  Shall  we  then  make  war  upon  her?  I  answer, 
unhesitatin&^ly.  No.  But  what  flhall  we  do?  W^hy,  sir, 
while  South  Carolina  is  forming  a  Government,  we  shall 
be  collecting  tmr  revenue.  But  will  South  Carolina  ac- 
tually rush  upon  the  alternative  of  thft>wing  ofl*  her  alle- 
giance, and  putting  forth  a  declaration  of  independence? 
Independence!  Has  she  weighed  the  import  of  that 
wora?  Sir,  it  is  one  thing  to  make  the  threat,  but  a 
very  different  thing  to  execute  it;  one  thing  to  dream  of 
leaping  from  the  precipice,  but  quite  another  to  plunge, 
with  open  eyes,  into  the  fathomless  abyss. 

But,  if  she  ^all  be  mad  enough  to  do  it,  what  then? 
Why,  the  people  of  South  Carolina  will  then  begin  to 
understand  what  independence  means.  The^  will  then 
come  to  feel  its  benefits.  The  forbidden  fruit,  now  fair 
to  look  upon,  wiU  have  been  tasted;  and  the  eyes  of  that 
people  win  be  opened]  I  need  not  finish  the  compari- 
son. South  Carouna  has  been  deceived— deluded:  and, 
perhaps,  there  is  no  other  way  to  dispel  that  deluaon 
than  to  let  her  gtasp  the  object  of  her  pursuit.  Sir,  the 
delusion  must  be,  will  be  dispelled.  The  bare  majority 
which  now  rules  the  State  with  a  rod  of  iron,  cannot  re- 
tain its  power.  Her  CSovemment  will  be  placed  in  other 
hands;  and  South  Carolina  will  come  back  to  the  fold 
again.  But  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say  that,  to 
secure  this  result,  your  measures,  and  their  execution, 
must  be  marked  with  a  mild,  prudent,  steady,  unflinch- 
ing firmness.  Sir,  decide  without  wavering.  Go  steadi- 
ly and  fearlessly  forward,  and  leave  the  event,  where  you 
should  leave  every  thing,  in  the  hands  of  Him  "whose 
path  b  the  great  waters,  and  whose  footsteps  are  not 
known." 

But  I  am  asked,  do  you  support  this  administration? 
How,  says  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wii.i>e,] 
will  tiiese  new  allies  look  at  each  other  when  they  sud- 
denly find  themselves  in  fraternal  embrace? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  opposed  the  administration  of 
Andrew  Jackson;  and  the  world  knows  the  ground  of 
that  opposition.*  I  now  support  it  in  the  doctrines  it 
avows,  and  the  measures  it  recommends,  with  regard  to 
South  Carolina;  and  the  world  shall  know  the  grounds  of 
that  support.  My  opposition  and  my  support  are  both 
foundea  on  the  same  general  principles.  The  leading 
measures  which  I  have  opposed,  I  believed,  and  still  be- 
lieve, were,  and  are  innoiously  undermining  the  consti- 
tution. But  against  the  very  pillars  of  that  constitution 
has  South  Carouna  blindly  puced  her  hands,  and  threat- 
ened its  utter  prostration.  And  when  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate asks  my  feeble  aid  to  save  the  constitution,  thus 
assailed,  he  shall  have  it.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  refiise  it. 
I  will  not  refuse  it.  I  go,  sir,  for  the  constitution.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  taunts  us  with  *' giving  in  our 
adhesion,"  as  though  there  could  be  no  support  given  to 
a  measure  of  the  administration,  without  c^ing  over  to  it, 
body  and  soul.  I  beg  permisrion  to  assure  the  gentleman 
that  I  can  give  in  no  such  adherion  to  any  administration. 
The  "  right  or  wrong"  maxim  I  can  apply  to  nothing  but 
my  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  told  that  the  whole  South 
will  be  united  with  Carolina  in  the  resistance  which  she 
threatens.  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  it.  There  is  too  much 
sound  sense  and  patriotic  feeling  to  permit  it.  If,  indeed, 
the  people  of  the  South  could  become  converts  to  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  they  might  re- 
sist. If  they  could  see  the  analogy  which  he  sees, 
between  the  measures  of  which  CaroVna  comphuns,  and 
the  grinding  oppressions  which  produced  our  declaration 
of  independence,  they  might  resist,  even  to  blood.  But, 
sir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  think  better  of  their  intelli- 
TOuce.  Who,  among  them,  would  not  be  utterly  con- 
founded, in  an  attem^  soberly  to  draw  up  a  declaration  of 
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Southern  independence*  with  a  recital,  in  substance,  of 
the  causes  set  forth  in  the  preamble  to  the  declaration 
of  1776? 

But  let  us  consider,  a  little  more  particularly,  the  pro- 
babilities of  a  Southern  Union  to  resist  the  laws  and 
overturn  the  Government 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  ever  undertaken  to 
place  the  right  of  secession,  or  nullification,  uponsli|^ter 
ground  than  that  of  a  ''deliberate,  palpable,  and  danger- 
ous violation  of  the  constitution;"  not  an  infraction  which 
18  to  be  proved  by  hair-splitting,  but  one  that  is  delibe- 
rate, palpable,  and  daneerous.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the 
pretended  violation  of  Sie  constitution  in  the  present 
case?  The  exercise  of  a  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
so  as  to  give  encoura^ment  and  protection  to  domestic 
industry;  a  power  which,  as  1  have  before  observed,  was 
distinctly  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  first  Congress, 
and  which  has  received  the  explicit  sanction  of  every 
President,  and  of  almost  every  Congress,  from  that  time 
to  this;  a  power,  whose  existence  has  not,  in  fact,  been 
so  much  as  questioned  until  within  the  last  ten  years. 
Such  is  the  power  whose  exercise  is  now  to  be  treated  as 
a  violation  of  the  constitution,  so  palpable  and  dangerous 
as  to  justify  nullification  and  secession;  in  fact,  revolu- 
tion. What  a  severe  reproach  is  this  upon  the  illustrious 
men  who  passed  from  the  convention,  that  formed  the 
constitution,  into  the  first  Cong^ss;  upon  all  our  chief 
magistrates,'  and  upon  the  whole  country,  including  its 
most  distinguished  statesmen,  of  every  political  faith.  It 
is  ag^nst  this  overwhelming  current  of  authority  that 
Sout]\,  Carolina  stands  up,  buckles  on  her  armor,  and 
calls  upon  the  whole  South  to  sustain  her!  Will  she,  can 
she,  be  sustained  ? 

But  there  will,  we  are  told,  be  a  strong  sympathy  in 
the  cause  of  South  Carolina,  oppressed  South  Carolina. 
How  is  that  sympathy  to  be  excited?  By  what  means  is 
the  flame,  which  has  been  kindled  in  that  State,  to  be 
•pread  throughout  the  Southern  sectiQn  of  the  Union  ?  Is 
it  expected  that  the  theory  that  exports  pay  the  duties,  is 
to  bewilder  the  whole  South,  as  it  has  a  majority  of  the 
people  in  Carolina?  Sir,  this  delusion  has  had  its  day, 
and  met  with  the  fate  of  thousands  which  have  gone  l^e- 
fore  it.  It  has,  indeed,  done  its  work  in  South  Carolina; 
but  that  it  is  capable  of  so  perverting  the  Judgment,  and 
exciting  the  pasnons  of  the  great  mass  of  the  Southern 
population,  as  to  bfing  them  up  to  the  point  of  revolu- 
tion, I  am  not  prepared  to  believe. 

If,  sir,  we  will  dismiss  unmanly  apprehension,  and  look 
at  this  subject  coolly,  I  think  we  shall  be  slow  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion  to  which  some  alarmists  would  carry  us. 
By  what  process,  let  me  ask,  are  the  Southern  States  to 
arrive  at  the  fatal  point  of  dissolving  this  Union?  By 
none,  certainly,  wmch  will  not  include  the  agency  of 
State  conventions.  Now,  let  me  suppose  a  convention 
to  be  called,  for  example,  in  Virginia.  I  am  not  at  liber- 
ty to  suppose  that  it  will  come  to  the  resolution  of  seced- 
ing, without  ample  discussion  and  patient  deliberation. 
And  how  may  we  suppose  the  friends  of  Union  would 
meet  the  proposition  to  unite  with  South  Carolina  in  re- 
sisting the  laws  and  dissolving  the  Union?  Would  they 
not  press,  with  irresistible  force,  the  fact,  that  South  Ca- 
rolina had  unnecessarily  precipitated  this  crisis?  that  she 
had  assumed  an  attitude  of  armed  resistance  at  the  mo- 
ment of  relief  from  a  considerable  portion  of  her  alleged 
burdens?  Sir,  do  you  believe  that  Virginia  is  going  to 
j(rin  in  rebellion  at  the  moment  of  experiencing  the  bene- 
fits of  the  law  of  last  July,  which  abolishes  the  minimum 
valuation  of  woollens,  of  which  she  has  complained,  and 
admits  nearly  the  entire  consumption  of  her  negro  popu- 
lation almost  free  of  duty?  Did  the  law  whicb,  besides 
embracing  these  provisions,  made  large  reductions*  on 
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nearly  fifty  protected  articles,  which  enter  more  or  leas 
into  the  consumption  of  the  South,  evince  no  dispoeition 
to  listen  to  its  complunts? 

It  b  true  that  Uiw  did  not  surrender  the  principle  of 
protection.  But  is  Virginia  prepared  to  demand  that  mir- 
renderat  the  point  of  the  bayonet?  Impossible!  She 
cannot  become  so  infatuated  as  to  forget  the  origin  and 
histonr  of  the  protective  policy.  Sue  cannot,  if  she 
would,  obliterate  fi-om  the  records  of  that  history  the  votes 
and  opinions  of  her  most  distinguished  statesmen.  I  will 
not  repeat  the  abundant  evidence  which  has  been  brought 
forward  Qn  this  point.  But  I  will  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  committee  wnile  I  advert  to  one  piece  of  testimony, 
which  has  not,  I  believe,  been  alluded  to  in  this  discus- 
sion. On  the  7th  of  June,  1809,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States: 

**Re9ohed^  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasurer  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House,  at  their  next 
session,  a  plan  for  the  application  of  such  means  as  are 
within  the  power  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting ana  fostering  the  manufactures  or  the  United 
States;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  several  manufac- 
turing estabhshments  which  have  been  commenced;  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  them,  and  the  success 
with  which  they  have  been  attended;  and  such  other  in- 
formation as,  m  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  may  be 
material  in  exhibiting  a  general  view  of  the  manufiustures 
of  the  United  States." 

Upon  this  resolution  for  '/protecting  and  fostering  the 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,"  the  votes  of  the  four 
Southern  Atkntic  SUtes,  in  this  body,  stood  as  follows: 
Virginia,  yeas  13,  nay  9;  North  Carolina,  yeas  8,  nays  3; 
South  Carolina,  yeas  6,  nay  1;  Georgia,  yea  1,  nays  3. 
Total,  yeas  27,  nays  16. 

This  resolution,  I  need  hardly  say,  is  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  th^  general  cyrrent  of  public  opinion  at  the 
South  during  the  first  thirty  year^  of  this  Government; 
with  the  recommendation  of  "  protecting  duties  and  pro- 
hibitions," by  Mr.  Jefierson;  and  the  subsequent  recom- 
mendation of  manufactures  by  Mr.  Madison,  to  "the 
prompt  and  constant  guardianship  of  Congress;"  and  let 
me  aod,  has  been,  since,  most  fully  and  uneauivocally 
sustaineid  by  a  distinguished  son  of  South  Carolina,  who 
is,  at  tiiis  mometit,  pressing  opposition  to  the  protecting 
system,  to  the  fearful  altemalive  of  its  total  abandonment, 
or  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Permit  me,  mr,  to  trouble 
the  committee  with  a  few  extracts  from-  his  recorded 
opinions  on  this  subject.  In  his  speech:  on  the  tariff  bill 
of  1816,  Mr.  Calhoun  said: 

«  What  is  more  necessary  to  the  defence  of  a  countiy 
than  its  currency  and  finance?  Circumstanced  as  our 
country  is,  can  these  stand  the  shock  of  war?  Behold 
the  effect  of  the  late  war  on  them.  When  our  manufac- 
tures are  grown  to  a  certain  perfection,  as  they  soon  wiD, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  Government,  we  will  no  longer 
experience  these  evils.  The  farmer  will  find  a  reidy 
market  for  his  surplus  produce;  and,  what  is  almost  of 
equal  consequence,  a  certain  and  cheap  supply  of  all  his 
wants."        •  .         •  •  •  •  ♦ 

<<To  this  distressing  state  of  things  there  are  two  re- 
medies, and  only  two;  one  in  our  power,  immediately, 
the  other  re<}uiring  much  time  and  exertion,  but  botli 
constituting,  in  his  opinion,  the  essential  policy  of  this 
country;  he  meant  the  navy  and  domestic  m^nufaetiircs. 
By  the  former,  we  could  open  the  way  to  our  markets; 
by  the  latter,  we  bring  them  from  beyond  the  ocean,  and 
naturalize  them  in  our  own  soil." 

"  Manufactures  produce  an  interest  strictly  American, 
as  much  so  as  agriculture.  In  this  it  had  the  decided  ad- 
vantage of  commerce  and  navigation;  and  the  country 
will,  n'om  it,  derive  much  advantage.  It  is  calculated  to 
bind  together  more  closely  our  widely  spread  republic. 
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It  wiJI  greatly  increase  our  mutual  dependence  and  inter- 


course, and  will,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  excite  an 
increased  attention  to  internal  improvement,  a  subject 
every  way  so  intimately  connected  with  the  ultimate  at- 
tainment of  national  strength,  and  tlie  perfection  of  our 
political  institutions.  He  regarded  the  tact  that  it  would 
make  the  parts  adhere  more  closely,  and  that  it  would 
form  a  new  and  most  powerful  cement,  as  far  outweigh 
ing  any  political  objections  that  might  be  urged  against' 
the  system." 

**  In  regard  to  the  question  how  far  manufactures  ought 
io  be  fostered,  Mr.  C.  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this 
country,  as  a  means  of  defence,  taencourage  the  domes- 
tic industry  of  the  country,-  more  especially  that  part  of 
it  which  provides  the  necessary  materials  for  clothing  and 
defence.  •  ♦  •  The  question  relating  to  manufac- 
tures  .must  not  depend  on  the  abstract  principle  tliat  in- 
dustry, left  to  pursue  its  own  course,  will  find,  in  its  own 
interest,  all  liie  encouragement  that  is  necessary." 

I  might  multiply  extracts  of  the  same  import,  but  I  for- 
bear. Suffer  me,  however,  to  advert  for  a.  moment  to 
the  opinions  of  another  distinguished  statesman  of  South 
Carolina,  now  on  this  floor,*  in  regard  to  the,right  of 
nullification.  They  are  embraced  in  a  series  of  numbers 
published  in  1821,  and  accompanied  by  the  explicit  re- 
commendation of  another  distinguished  individual,  who 
is  now  President  of  the  nullifying  convention.f  I  will 
detain  the  committee  with  but  two  or  three  exti*acts: 

*«The  General  Government  is  truly  the  Government  of 
the  whole  people,  as  a  State  Government  is  of  a  part  of 
the  people.  Its  constitution,  in  the  language  of  its  pre- 
amble, was  ordained  and  established  by  the  people  ofthe 
United  Slates." 

**A  man  who  will  contend  that  bur  Government  is  a 
confederacy  of  independent  States,  whose  independent 
sovereignty  was  never,  in  any  degree,  renounced,  and 
that  it  naay  be  controlled  or  annulled  at  the  will  of  the 
several  independent  States  or  sovereignties,  can  scarcely 
be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  present  generation.  The 
several  independent  sovereign  States  control  the  General 
Government.'     This  is  anarchy  itself." 

"  Tiie  States,  as  political  bodies,  have  no  original  inhe- 
rent rights.  That  they  have  such  rights,  is  a  false,  dan- 
gerous, and  anti-republicail  assumption,  which  lurks  at 
the  bottom  of  all  the  reasoning  in  favor  of  State  rights." 
**  If,  after  the  National  Judiciary  have  solemnly  affirmed 
the  constitutionality  of  a  law,  it  is  still  to  be  resisted  by 
the  State  rulers,  the  constitution  is,  literally,  at  an  end; 
a  revolution  of  the  Government  is  already  accomplished; 
and  anarchy  waves  its  horrid  sceptre  over  the  broken 
altars  of  this  happy  Union." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairnuin,  permit  me  to  return  to  the  sup- 
posed Virginia  convention,  and  ask  if  it  be  possible  tliat 
it  can  breast  this  current  of  Southern  acts  and  Southern 
opinions,  and  solemnly  decide  that  the  laws  shall  be  re- 
sisted, and  the  Union  dissolved,  upon  the  assumption  that 
a  protecting  tariff  is  palpably  unconstitutional.  Sir,  the 
thing  i9  impossible.  Justice,  honor,  consistency — all  for- 
bid it.  Should  Virginia  do  it,  the  very  marble  which 
bears  the  images  of  her  illustrious  dead,  would  break 
forth  in  indignant  rebuke  of  her  madness.  Such  mad- 
ness, I  know,  exists  in  Virginia  as  well  as  Carolina.  But 
that  it  can  ever  take  possession  of  a  majority  of  her  states- 
men, or  her  people,  1  will  not  admit  to  be  possible. 

But  suppose  I  am  mistaken;  and  that  Virginia,  disre- 
garding the  opinions  of  those  she  has  been  accustomed 
to  reverence,  and  reckless  of  her  own. consistency, 
should  seem  ready  to  take  the  fatal  step.  Is  there  no 
other  obstacle?  Are  there  not  peculiar  hazards  to  be  en- 
countered in  Virginia,  as  well  as  in  all  the  South,  which 


may  well  make  the  stoutest  hearts  tremble^  Is  the  power 
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of  our  arms  the  only  power  to  be  feared^ 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  reasons  why  this  Union  will 
not  be  dissolved.  There  is,  aAer  all,  everv  where,  a  deep 
and  pervading  conviction  of  its  inestimable  v»lue.  There 
may  be  moments  of  madness,  indeed,  when  this  convic- 
tion may  almost  cease  to  exert  its  power.     The  sur^ce 
of  the  waters  may  be,  for  a  while,  disturbred  by  the  tem- 
pests of  passion.     But  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep 
ai*e  not  so*  easily  broken  op.     There  exists  beneath  the 
troubled  surface  a  strong  and  steady  current  of  patriotic 
feeling — of  attachment   to    the  Union:    an   attachment 
strengthened  by  a  recollection  of  common  dangers  and 
sufTermgfs,  and  a  conscious  enjoyment  of  common  bless- 
ings, too  precious  to  be  lightly  put  at  hazard.     I  do  not, 
for  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  overcome  resistance  to  its  laws.     That  power 
exists.     It  can,  and  must,  and  will  be  exerted,  in  the  last 
resort.     Its  existence  or  its  capacity  need  not,  however, 
be  vaunted  in  this  argument.  But  there  is  a  moral  power 
in  the  sound  intelligence  and  sober  judgment  of  this  great 
community,  which  is  more  formidable  than  an  army  with 
banners.     It  finds  no  place,  indeed,  in  the  battle  field, 
amid  the  strife  of  arms,  and  the  fiercer  strife  of  human 
passions.     But  it  enters  the  abodes  of  peace.     Its  whis- 
pers are  heard  upon  the  midnight  pillow.     It  penetrates 
the  secret  chambers  of  the  soul.    It  takes  hold  of  the  con- 
science—moulds the  judgment — subdues  the  heart.   And 
may  we  not  hope  that  Carolina,  even  Carolina,  will  yet 
be  redeemed,  regenerated,  and  disenthralled^  by  its  re- 
sistless power? 

A  few  words,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  the  consequences 
of  yielding  to  the  menaces  of  South  Carolina. 

In  the  first  place,  sir.  it  is  surrendering  the  protecting 
system;  and  this,  not  altogether  by  the  reductions  of  du- 
ties for  which  this  bill  provides,  but  by  the  power  which 
the  act  of  submission  gives  to  nullification  to  control  all 
future  legislation  on  this  subject. 

But  the  protecting  system  is  not  the  only  sacrifice.  We 
yield  something  of  more  value  than  the  tariff.  We,  in 
effect,  sanction  a  principle,  whose  inevitable  tendency 
is  to  work  an  entire  change  in  the  character- of  this  Go- 
vernment, to  subvert  its  very  foundations,  and  prostrate 
it  at  the  feet  of  unlimited  State  soverei^ty.  I  will  not, 
on  this  occasion,  and  especially  at  this  late  hour,  detain 
the  committee  with  an  attempt  to  go  over  the  broad  fiel4 
of  discussion  which  this  subject  presents.  But  with  your 
permission,  sir,  I  will  suggest,  very  briefly,  one  or  two 
views  connected  with  it. 

The  great  principle  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all 
our  political  institutions  is,  that  the  people  are  sovereign 
— that  is,  that  they  possess,  individually,  the  right  of  self- 
government.  Now,  it  is  contended  that  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  is  the  creature  of  this  original,  indi- 
vidual sovereignty,  and  not  of  State  sovereignty.  What, 
sir,  is  State  sovereignty?  It  consists,  essentially,  in  the 
right  of  a  community,  associated  for  the.  purposes  of  go- 
vernment, to  make  laws  which  shall  bind  every  member 
of  that  community.  This  right  has  no  existence,  antece- 
dently to  the  act  of  association.  It  is  a  corporate  rights 
derived  through,  and  entirely  dependent  upon,  the  con- 
stitution. Without  the  existence  of  such  constitution,  in 
some  form,  there  can,  indeed,  be  no  such  thing  as  a  State, 
or  State  sovereignty;  and  no  act  can  be  regarded  as  ema- 
nating from  that  source,  which  is  not  done  under,  or  in 
virtue  of  such  constitution . 

Now,  no  State  constitution  conferred,  either  on  the 
Government,  or  the  people  of  any  Slate,  the  right  of  or- 
daining and  establishing  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  act  of  doing  this  was,  from  its  nature,  an 
act  of  primary  sovereigpoty — the  same  as  that  by  which 
the  people  originally  formed  the  State  constitutions,  aqd 
constituted  the  State  sovereignties.     Instead  of  being 
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done  under  the  State  constitutions,  it  was  in  defiance  of 
tbem;  being  a  resumption,  by  the  people,  of  a  portion 
of  the  powers  which,  in  virtue  of  those  constitutions,  had 
entereo  into,  and  made  part  of  the  State  sovereij^nties. 
It  was,  therefore,  in  the  Vighest  sense,  the  act  of  *<  the 
people."  And  in  performing  it,  moi*eover,  the  minority 
were  not,  as  in  the  case  of  an  act  done  for  State  pui  poses, 
in  pursuance  of  a  State  constitution,  necessarily  bound  by 
the  decision  of  the  majority.  /There  was  no  existing  ob- 
ligation to  that  effect.  In  reference  to  this  investment 
or  power,  their  assent — the  basis  of  free  Government — 
had  been  neither  expressed  in  the  State  constitutions,  nor 
implied  in  their  acquiescence  in  them,  because  those  con- 
stitutions contemplated  no  such  investment. 

Looking,  then,  at  the  origin,  only,  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  it  would  seem  to  be,  in  the  4iigh- 
est  sense,  a  popular  Government,  and  not  a  league  of 
aovereign  States.  But  the  correctness  of  this  position, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  rendered  still  more  apparent,  by  a 
reference  to  the  nature  of  the  powers  conferred  by  that 
constitution.  The  **  people  of  the  United  States,"  by 
that  instrument,  vested  legislative  power  in  a  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives;  executive  power  in  a  Presi- 
dent; and  judicial  power  in  a  Supreme  Court.  Now,  do 
not  these  powers  appropriately,  and  exclusively,  belong 
to  any  Government,  in  the  popular  acceptation  of  that 
terair  Who  ever  heard  of  a  leagfue  between  sovereign 
States,  which  made  provision  for  the  exercise  of  such 
powers  in  such  terms  ^  The  constitution  is,  moreover, 
in  respect  to  the  distribution  of  these  powers,  and  the 
temns  in  which  they  are  described,  in  precise  analogy 
to  the  State  constitutions;  and,  to  the  extent  of  the  ob- 
jects in  regard  to  which  it  is  provided  they  shall  be  exer- 
cised, are  of  precisely  the  same  nature,  and  bear  to  each 
other  the  same  relation. 

Without  examining  further  the  question  whether  these 
powers  were  conferred  by  the  people  in  their  original 
Bovereiffn  capacity,  or  by  the  States,  it  is  sufficient  to  say, 
that  if  the  constitution,  which  provides  for  their  exercise, 
has  any  binding  force,  and  the  grant  of  them  any  intelli- 
gible meamng,  they  must,  of  necessity,  be  supreme.  The 
constitution  expressly  provides  that  **this  constitution, 
and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  any  thing  in  the  laws  of  any  State 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.^  To  maintain  that  the 
lawB  of  the  United  States  are  supreme,  the  laws  of  any 
State  to  the  contrpiry  notwithstanding,  and  yet  that  they 
may  be  controlled  and  nullified  by  *<any  State,"  is  a  pal- 
pable absurdity.  They  are,  in  fact,  supreme,  the  laws  of 
all  the  States  to  the  contrary  notwithstandinp^.  The  con- 
current enactments  of  every  Legislature  in  the  Union 
cannot  make  them  void.  The  power  that  made  them  can 
alone  Cinmake  them. 

It  is  assumed,  however,  that  certain  pretended  laws  are 
not  laws,  because  not  made  in  pursuance  of  the  constitu- 
tion! *nd  that,  therefore,  a  State  may  declare  them  void 
and  resist  them.  But  who  is  to  give  to  that  assumption 
the  force  of  authority?  In  other  word?,  how  is  it  to  be 
rendered  legally  or  constitutionally  certain  that  what  is 
assumed  to  be  true  is  true?  Until  that  certainty  is  pro- 
duced, it  remains  a  mere  assumption,  to  which  no  more 
importance  is  to  be  attached,  when  made  by  a  State,  than 
when  made  by  an  individual.  Whose  decision,  then,  is 
to  give  authoritative  certainty  to  tiie  assumption?  Obvi- 
ously, the  right  to  make  such  decision  can  exist — except 
upon  the  ground  of  revolution — nowhere  but  with  the 
power,  wherever  it  be,  which  gave  existence  to  the  con- 
stitution. Tlie  supremacy  of  the  laws  made  under  it, 
would  be  but  a  mere  shadow,  if  either  a  single  individual 
or  a  sinffle  State  possessed  the  right  to  deny  their  autho- 
rity, and  obstruct  their  execution.  If  "the  people  of  the 
United  States,"  who  ordained  and  established  the  consti- 
tution, had  provided  no  tribunal  which  could,  in  the 


exercise  of  its  appropriate  functions,  decide  upon  the  va- 
lidity of  the  questioned  enactment,  then  must  it,  of  ne- 
cessity, stand  as  law,  until  they  decide  that  it  exceeds  the 
powers  conferred  by  them.  Such  tribunal,  however, 
they  have  provided.  The  constitution  vests  ''the  jndi' 
cial  power  of  the  United  States  in  one  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time 
to  time,  ordain  and  establish."  Now  is  it  not  an  essential 
attribute  of  judicial  power,  that  its  decisions  are  final,  and 
conclusive  to  the  full  extent  of  its  jurisdiction  ?  Does  it 
not  cease  to  be  a  judicial  power  the  moment  it  ceases  to 
possess  the  right  of  determining  and  settling  what  the  law 
is?  Is  it  credible  that,  if  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
had  intended  that  this  ordinary  judicial  prerogative  should 
be  restricted,  they  would  not  have  perceived  the  necessity 
of  expressly  imposing  such  restriction?  Having  failed  to 
do  this,  by  what  authority  can  we  define  judicial  power  to 
mean  one  thing  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  another  and  a  very  different  thing  in  the  State  con- 
stitutions? 

Such,  then,  being  the  nature  of  the  judicial  power  in 
question,  and  the  constitution  having  provided  that  it 
<*  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising 
under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  State?, 
and  treaties  made  under  their  authority,"  the  question 
arises— does  the  same  constitution  either  confer  upon, 
or  admit  to  exist  in,  every  State  in  the  Union,  the  same 
power?  If  it  does,  then  are  we  involved  in  the  absurdity 
of  having  cotemporaneous  and  authoritative  decisions  of 
a  precisely  opposite  character;  and  which,  instead  of 
sustaining,  or  nullifying  the  law,  would  only  nullify  each 
other. 

The  truth  is,  the  judiciary  is,  in  this  Government,  what 
it  is  in  State  Governments — a  constituent  branch  of  the 
supreme  power.  There  may  be  a  league,  but  there  csii 
be  no  Qovernment,  acting  as  does  this,  upon  individuals, 
without  it,  existing  either  in  a  separate  department,  or 
united  with  some  other.  If,  then,  a  State  may  nullify  the 
laws,  it  may  nullify  the  decisions  of  the  judiciary  u^on 
them,  and,  by  necessary  consequence,  the  judiciary  itself 
— and,  of  course,  the  Government.  The  supreme  power, 
instead  of  being  in  the  United  States,  will  be  in  e^ch  and 
every  one  of  the  twenty-four  SUtes;  while  the  nullifying 
ordinance  of  a  single  State  will  become  the  "supreme 
law  of  the  land,"  instead  of  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  the  laws  enacted  by  its  Legislature,  and 
expounded  by  its  judiciary.  If  this  is  not  what  I  have 
asserted  nullification  to  be,  a  subversion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, then  has  revolution  no  meaning  and  no  power. 

Mr.  Chairman,  will  you  sanction  a  doctrine  fraught 
with  such  conse(juences?  Better,  far  better,  yield  to  the 
power  of  an  ordinary  insurrection.  In  thaf  case,  indeed, 
you  submit  to  force;  but  in  this,  you  add  to  that  siibmis> 
sion  the  sanction  of  a  principle  which  will,  henceforth, 
form  a  fixed  rallying  point  for  revolutionary  efforts.  You, 
in  fact,  legalize  rebellion,  under  the  deceptive  and  danger- 
ous guise  of  State  authority,  and  incorporate  in  your  very 
constitution  the  absurd  and  impracticable  principle  that 
a  niinority  shall  govern. 

Such,  sir,  must  be  the  consequences  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  or  of  any  bill,  under  circumstances  which  will 
compel  the  judgment  orthe  world  to  pronounce  it  an  act 
of  submission  to  South  Carolina.  If  the  protecting  policy 
is,  indeed,  wrong,  abandon  it.  If  your  laws  are  so  framed 
as  to  make  its  operations  unequal,  alter  them.  If  your 
revenue  must  be  reduced,  reduce  it.  And  if  that  reduc- 
tion must  necessarily  impair  protection,  impair  it.  But 
yield  to  no  nullifying  threats,  unless  you  intend  to  arm 
nullification  with  tenfold  energy;  unless  you  are  prepared 
to  change  the  whole  structure  and  action  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  see  it  divested  of  its  moral  power,  and  become 
the  scorn  and  derision  of  the  world. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  our  yielding  to  the  menace  of 
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South  Carolina,  and  passing  thU  bill,  settle  this  vexed  I  cut,  [Mr.  HuirTiirsTos,]  to  strike  the  whole  daties  on  tea 


question.     We  may,  indeed,  procure  by  it  a  temporary 
peace.     South  Carolina  will,  of  course,  be  quiet,  if  we 
yield  to  her  demands.     But  is  this  such  an  adjustment  of 
the  question  of  protection  as  will  permanently  satisfy  the 
f^rcat  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States?     Gentle- 
men talk  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  a  compromise, 
which  is  to  settle  the  question  and  give  quiet  to  the  coun- 
try.    Now,  sir,  who  ever  heard  of  a  compromise  wlien 
one  of  the  parties  was  mute?  And  what  do  we  hear  from 
South  Carolina?     Who  has  spoken  for  her  on  this  floor? 
Who  of  her  delegation  here  has  condescended  to  tell  us 
that  this  bill  will  satisfy  her?— that  she  will  not,  in  fact, 
make  its  passage  the  occasion  of  urging  demands  of  a  still 
more  humiliating  character?     She  nullifies  our  laws?  ar- 
rays her  whole  military  strength  to  resist  them;  demands 
the  entire  and  unqualified  abandonment  of  the  protecting 
systems  and,  in  a  tone  of  proud  and  insulting  defiance, 
says  that  if  we  will  comply  with  her  demands,  <«in  due 
time,"  and  with  a  «« becoming  spirit,"  she  will  be  satisfied, 
lieyond  this,  she  is  silent!     And  yet  this  bill,  instead  of 
being  called  by  its  right  name— a  surrender  at  discretion 
— is  denominated  a  compromise! 

But,  sir,  if  South  Carolina  should  consent  to  accept  of 
this,  and  make  it  a  compromise,  would  it  settle  the  ques- 
tion?    Do  gentlemen  believe  that  an  arrangement  forced 
upon  us,  extorted  by  insulting  menace,  can  be  perma- 
nent?    Does  not  all  history  admonish  us  that  it  will  be- 
come the  prolific  parent  of  future  contentions?    Sir, 
nothing  but  a  free  expression  of  the  public  sentiment, 
resulting  from  a  deliberate  examination  by  the  people  of 
the  protecting  policy,  can  really  settle  this  question.     It 
is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  our  Government 
that  it  should.     The  carrying,  by  a  ruse  de  guerre,  a  mea- 
sure affecting,  so  vitally  as  this  does,  the  interests  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  though  it  may  serve  a  momen- 
tary purpose,  caimot,  will  not  satisfy  them,  unless  they  are 
prepared  to  abandon  their  high  prerogative  of  governing, 
and  submit  to  be  governed.     No,  sir;  if  we  really  desire 
to  have  this  question  settled,  we  shall  at  once  dismiss  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  submit  tlie  whole  to  the 
judgment  of  the  people.     There  will  be  ample  lime  for 
.theiQ  to  deliberate,  and  full  opportunity  to  exert  their  in- 
fluence upon  the  councils  of  our  successors.     I  am  not 
afraid  of  their  decision.     Various  causes  may,  indeed, 
cotitt-ibute  to  make  it  what  I  should  not  altogether  desire. 
But  the  decision,  wliatever  it  may  be,  will  be  their  deci- 
sion.    They  have  a  right  to  make  it.    Their  interests  are 
to  be  affected  by  it,  either  for  good  or  for  evil;  and  with 
it,  if  we  will  give  them  an  opportunity  of  deliberating 
and  acting  like  freemen,  they  will  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  S.,  afler  the  expiration  of  the  first  hour  of  his 
speech,  gave  way  to  a  motion  by  Mr.  P£Ancx  that  the 
committee  rise:  Yeas  40,  nays  53. 

Th«re  being  no  quorum,  the  committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported that  fact  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER,  having  counted  the  members  present, 
announced  that  a  quorum  was  then  in  attendance,  when 
liXr.  Wat  WE  resumed  the  chair  in  committee. 

Mr.  PEARCE  now  renewed  the  motion  that  the  com- 
m'ttee  rise,  which  was  negatived:  Yeas  46,  nays  68. 

Mr.  SLADB  then  resumed  his  remarks,  and,  af\er 
speaking  ait  hour  and  a  quarter,  he  g^ve  way  to  a  motion 
by  Mr.  Hi  ester  that  the  committee  rise,  which  was  ne- 
tived:  Yeas  45,  nays  72. 

Mr.  SLADE  then  continued  and  concluded  his  remarks 

quarter  before  8  o'clock,   having  occupied  the  floor 


and  coffee  from  the  bill,  he  regarded  as  testing  the  pre- 
servation of  the  protective  policy— a  question  of  the 
utmost  consequence,  on  which,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
firm state  of  his  health,  he  should  feel  bound  to  oflTer 
some  suggestions. 

The  question  was  then  stated,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
VERPLANCK,  to  strike  out  ten  cevits  per  pound  on  green 
teats,  five  on  Souchong  and  other  black,  and  three  on  Bo- 
hea,  and  insert  five  cents  on  green  teas,  three  on  Sou- 
chong and  other  black,  and  one  and  a  half  on  Bohea; 
which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BATES  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  which 
was  carried:  Yeas  64,  nays  60. 

The  House  then,  at  half  past  8  o'clock,  adjourned. 


nearly  five  hours/ 

Mr.  I.  C.  BATES  then  rose,  and  said:  The  question 
immediately  before  the  committee,  the  policy  of  reducing 
the  duties  on  tea  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  did-not  intend  to 
debate;  but  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 


Wedivesdat,  January  SO. 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  to  the  House  a  memorial  and 
sundry  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
strongly  expressive  of  its  dissent  to  the  passage  of  the  bill 
before  the  House  to  reduce  the  tarift'. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

NEW  YORK  CONVENTION  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  of  the  Spbakxe  whether  be  had 
received  a  memorial  addressed  to  the  House  by  the  tariflT 
convention  of  New  York,  with  a  request  to  present  it. 

The  SPEAKER  replying  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  that  it 
might  be  presented. 

i'he  House  having  assented. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  memorial  from 
a  permanent  committee  appointed  by  the  New  York  Ta- 
riflT Convention  in  opposition  to  the  same  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memonal. 

This  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  WILDE  and  Mr.  CLAY- 
TON, of  Georgia;  but  the  CHAIR  decided  it'to  be  right, 
and  the  memorial  was  read  accordingly,  at  the  Clerk'a 
table. 

'Ihe  reading  having  proceeded  some  time,  the  further 
reading  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  dispensed  with; 
and  the  memorial  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

At  a  subsequent  point  of  the  morning  business, 

Mr.  WILDE  moved  to  reconsider  this  vote  of  refer- 
ence, io  far  as  it  included  not  only  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  but  also  the  report 
of  the  convention  who  had  draughted  those  resolutions. 
He  perceived  that,  in  that  report,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  were  charged  with  having  reported  a  bill  as 
one  thing,  which  they  knew  perfectly  to  be,  in  reality, 
another  thing,  and  a  very  diflferent  thing. 

The  further  discussion  of  this  motion  was  cut  off,  for 
to-day,  by  the  expiration  of  the  hour  assigned  to  resolu- 
tions. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

TARIFF  BILL. 


Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  the  floor,  gave 
way,  for  a  moment,  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  who  gave  notice  that,  af^er  his  IHends 
had  had  opportunity  to  express  their  views  respecting  the 
bill,  and  to  oflTer  their  respective  amendments,  he  shoaU 
move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  then  rose,  and  address 
ed  the  committee  in'  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

I  observed  last  evening,  said  Mr  B.,  that  I  consider  the 
question  arising  upon  the  motion  6f  my  fnend  from  Con- 
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fiecticot*  [Mr.  HvKTiiroTOH,!  as  a  test  question,  decisive 
of  tibe  protective  system,  and  of  more  importance,  con- 
sequently, Uian  any  question  that  lias  come  before  the 
House,  or  is  likely  to  come  before  it,  a  question  of  peace 
or  war  not  excepted.  It  tiras  on  this  account  I  was  desi- 
rous of  addressing  the  committee,  at  this  stage,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill.  And  while  1  am  up,  I  shall  take  the 
Sberty  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  one  or  two  measures 
connected  witli  the  bill,  upon  the  general  tendency  and 
bearing  of  the  bill,  and  its  purpose  and  object.  The  lit- 
tle health  and  strength  which  I  bring  into  this  debate, 
will  be  a  sufficient  guaranty  that  I  shall  not  detain  the 
committee  long. 

When,  during  the  last  session,  we  were  ^encoimtering 
the  cholera,  and  neglecting  our  own  affairs  and  families 
to  midsummer,  I  little  thought  that  our  attention  would  be 
so  soon  recalled  to  this  anfp*y  and  disturbing  subject.  I 
should  have  thought  that,  m  the  transition  irom  one  con- 
dition of  things  to  another,  in  our  financial  affairs,  by 
which  great  national  interests  are  to  be  affected,  any 
Government,  deserving  the  name  of  a  paternal  Govern- 
ment, would  have  been  content  to  feel  its  way,  carefully 
imd  cautiously,  to  see  what  those  interests  can  bear,  and 
not,  by  one  audacious  l^ap,  put  them  all  in  jeopardy. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  %nd  Means,  however,  have  pre- 
sented this  bill  to  u^  and  we  must  meet  it  as  well  as  we 
<uin.  I  am  opposed  to  it  in  all  its  forms.  I  was  opposed 
to  the  bill  of  1832,  because  I  thought  it  was  not  so  good 
■8  it  ought  to  have  been.  1  am  opposed  to  this,  because 
it  is  incomparably  worse  than  that.  This,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  ground  broad  enougli.  And  firm  enough,  and  open 
enough,  for  a  man  to  stand  erect  upon,  without  being 
subject  to  any  injurious  imputation.  And  while  my  friend 
fewn  Maryland  [Mr.  Howard]  reverses  by  his  vote  to- 
day bis  decision  of  yesterday,  nothing  is  more  natural 
than  that  tfae  idea  of  inconsistency  should  be  the  first  idea 
that  should  occur  to  him,  he  will  permit  me  to  express 
in^  aurprise  tlMt  it  is  not  the  last  he  should  wish  to  talk 
about. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  when  they  pre- 
sented, their  bill,  accompanied  it  with  a  report  upon 
which  it  is  founded,  in  which  they  sensibly  and  justly  re- 
mark, that  <*  it  is  vitally  important  to  all  en^ged  in  any 
of  those  numerous  commercial,  manufucturmg,  or  agri- 
cultural enterprises,  which  are  affected  by  changes  in  the 
rates  of  impost,  now  to  know  the  intention  and  policy,  of 
this  Government  in  regard  to  their  several  interests." 
Kow,  sir,  if  there  be  any  one  point  of  policy  upon  which 
the  intention  of  this  Government  had  been  indicated,  more 
distinctly  than  upon  any  other,  and  upon  every  other, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Government  down  to  the  close 
of  the  war,  it  is  thi%  that  the  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
and  navigating  interests  of  the  country  are  to  be  protect- 
ed against  the  rivalry  an^l  competition  of  foreign  nations. 
The  last  war  put  the  country  upon  its  resources,  and  de- 
veloped them,  and  was  followed  by  the  act  of  1816,  which 
was  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  new  creation  of  (he 
war,  and  of  the  measures  antecedent  to  it.  That  again 
was  followed  by  the  act  of  1818;  then  came  the  act  of 
1834,  then  the  act  of  1828,  and,  finally,  the  act  of  1832. 
By  this  act  of  1832,  it  was  established  that  the  reve- 
nue of  the  Government  was  to  be  reduced  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government;  that  it  was  to  be  derived  from  the  du- 
ties imposed  for  protection,  so  far  as  those  duties  should 
1^  rcii^uired  for  that  purpose,  and,  therefore,  you  struck 
ft^m  tkat  bill  the  du^  upon  tea  and  cofiee.  Many  who 
hear  me,  will  recollect  that  the  chief  difficulty,  if  not  the 
only  one  we  had,  was  in  the  apportionment  ef  the  duties. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  was  not  only  thus  establish- 
ed by  that  act,  but  the  intention  of  the  Government  was 
indicated  in  aU  the  forms  of  legal  enactment,  sanctioned, 
of  course,  by  the  President  himself.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  seem  to  forget  that  it  is  necessary  the 


policy  of  the  Goremment  should  have  a  reach  some- 
what longer  than  a  man's  arm,  and  that  the  great  interests 
of  the  country  are  not  nimble,  and  cannot  change  their 
position  of\ener  than  the  sun  crosses  the  line.  And  if  the 
honorable  chairman  of  that  committee  complains  that  his 
bill  fares  worse  at  our  hands  than  the  weather  did  at  the 
hands  of  Dean  Swif\^'it  is  because  his  bill  is  more  change- 
able than  the  weather,  if  not,  in  itself,  more  changing  tn 
its  effect,  and  more  chilling,  malign,  and  deadly  in  its  in- 
fluence. If  we  are  to  have  a  new  system  oftener  than 
twice  a  year,  or  at  the  commencement  of  every  presiden- 
tial term,  wc  shall  have  systems  enough,  and  we  shall 
have  nothing  but  systems.  In  this  same  paragraph  the 
committee  very  justly  remark  again,  •*  that  uncertainty  is 
worse  than  error  in'  legislation.'^  What  a  comme'ntary 
this  upon  their  bill! — the  commentary  of  the  committee 
upon  their  own  act!  It  was  only  six  months  from  the 
time  this  bill  was  reported,  nay,  not  so  much,  not  six,  thst 
you  passed  the  a,ct  of  1832.  How  many  voyages  have 
been  projected,  and  are  in  progress  of  execution,  how 
much  capital  has  been  invested  under  the  faith  of  that  act, 
or  how  capital  has  been  modified  to  accommodate  itself  to 
that  act,  no  man  can  tell.  And  now,  as  has  been  well  re- 
marked, before  the  ink  is  dry  upon  the  parchment  of  that 
act,  *<  before  the  funeral  bake-mea*s  arc  cold,"  I  will  not 
say  you  have  committed  murder  and  matrimony,  or  that 
you  have  committed  the  one  that  you  might  commit  the 
other,  or  contract  any  unnatural  or  unhallowed  alliance, 
but  you  have  reported  this  bill,  which,  if  it  has  not  the 
turpitude  of  murder  in  it,  has  death  enough— death 
enough  to  satisfy  the'  grave.  You  cannot  produce  an  in- 
stance in  the  history  of  the  deliberate  legislation  of  the 
world  to  parallel  this.  In  other  countries,  whatever  com- 
motions arise,  and  however  stormy  they  are,  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  people  are  held  steadily  to  one  course,  and 
are  comparatively  but  little  affected  by  them.  A  British 
minister,  who  should  present  himself  to  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  attitude  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  this  House,  would  be  found  in  the  minority  upon 
the  first  vote,  unless  t]>e  men  of  Lancashire  should  hap- 
pen to  be  in  the  field,  and  then  1  suppose  Parliament 
would  have  to  give  up. 

I  desire  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wa}» 
and  Means  whether  he  docs  not  call  this  *'  uncertainty'*  in 
legislation.  And  if  he  does  not,  I  will  thank  him,  with 
his  philological  knowledge,  to  tell  me  what  uncertainty 
stands  for  in  his  rey>ort.  Sir,  it  is  uncertainty  with  a  ven- 
geance, and  error  too. 

I  have  said  that  there  is  death  enough  in  this  bilj— 
death  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country — and  1  will  pro- 
ceed to  show  it.  But  it  is  not  incumbent  on  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill  to  show  this.  l*he  committee  who  pro- 
pose the  bill  ought  to  show  that  it  is  consistent  with,  and 
promotive  of,  these  interests,  or  it  should  have  no  friends 
here.  Have  they  shgwn  it?  N6,  sir,  nor  attempted  it: 
for  what  they  have  done  does  not  deserve  to  hh  dignified 
with  the  name  of  an  attempt.  If  they  allege  that  their 
commission  is  financial,  why,  then,  has  not  this  bill  been 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Maoufiictures  for  their  exam- 
ination, report,  and  judgment  upon  it?.  Or  wh}-  has  not 
the  progress  of  it  been  arrested  until  the  evidence  which 
was  taken  at  the  last  session,  at  much  expense,  could  be 
printed,  that  we  might  hr.ve  the  benefit  of  it?  Why  was 
the  bill  ur^ed  on  to  its  passage  without  even  notice  to  those 
interested  in  it,  and  to  be  affected  by  it,  of  its  pendency? 
I  have  many  a  constituent,  who  had  rather  be  scourged 
at  the  post,  or  put  in  a  pillory,  or  shut  up  in  a  jail,  than 
that  you  should  pass  this  bill,  because,  in  the  one  case,  he 
alone  would  suffer,  and,  in  the  other,  he  and  his  family 
will  be  involved  in  a  common  ruin.  It  is  no  answer  to 
say  that  the  people  now  have  notice  of  the  pendency  of 
the  bill.  The  time  that  has  been  allowed  them  has  been 
extorted  from  the  committee,  and  not  conceded  by  them.. 
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The  bill  is  founded  "Upon  no  petition  or  application  from 
the  people.  It  springs  from  the  brain  of  the  committee, 
or  the  promptings  of  otiiers  than  the  people.  I  mistake; 
it  is  said  there  has  been  one  petition  from  Pennsylvania — 
one  leaf  in  the  air  showing  which  way  the  wind  blows, 
and  so  near  the  branch-^the  discerpt  branch — covered 
with  its  decaying  leaves — as  to  leave  no  doubt  whence  it 
came  from,  and  as  little  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
abroad.  But  I  will  proceed,  notwithstanding,  to  make 
good  ray  position,  that  this  bill  will  be  ruinous  to  some  of 
the  most  important  interests  of  the  country. 

I  shall  confine  myself  to  two,  in  my  remarks  upon  this 
occasion,  availing  myself  of  some  other  opportunity,  if 
need  be,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  others. 
And  yet  I  am  not  sure  but  I  misjudge,  and  that  the  better 
I  succeed  the  more  sure  the  bill  will  be  to  pass.  If  it 
were  not  known  that  there  are  such  interests  as  tliose  to 
which  I  allude,  I  would  say  to  them  as  the  Greek  admi- 
ral said  to  his  sailors  when  in  a  storm,  they  fell  upon  their 
knees,  and  went  to  calling  upon  their  gods,  **  Peace,  you 
dogs,  don't  let  them  know  you  are  here."  Bion's  sailors, 
howerer,  were  wicked  fellows;  but  these  interests  are 
hard  working,  honest  interests,  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
gods,  even,  unless  they  be  remorseless  gods,  delighting 
in  human  suffering.  My  first  position,  then,  is,  that  this 
bill  will  destroy  the  woollens  manufacture. 

Mr.  B.  then  stated  that  the  duties  upon  woollen  cloths, 
that  come  into  competition  with  our  own,  have  been  as 
follows: 

Before  the  last  war  the  duty  was  15  per  cent. 

By  the  act  of  1816,  it  was  25. 
of  1824,  33f 

of  1828,  from  45  to  66,  90,  and  112  per  cent. 
You  imported  in  1831,  of  cloth  of  less  value 

than  35  cents  the  square  yard,  to  the 

amount  of  ....      $1^005,660 

Over  35  cents  the  square  yard,        -  -        5,893,023 

Of  blankets  costing  not  over  75  cents,         -  650,000 

costing  over  75  cents,  -  .    ^      650,000 


$8,198,683 


Now  note;  by  this  bill  the  million  of  dollars  worth  of 
goods  that  were  imported  in  1831,  paying  a  duty  of  from 
45  to  66  per  cent.,  you  admit  at  a  duty  of  five  per  cent. 
This  is  20  per  cent,  less  than  the  act  of  1816,  and  10  per 
cent,  less  than  the  dut^  before  the  war. 

By  this  bill  the  near  six  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  goods 
that  were  imported  in  1831,  paying  a  duty  of  from  45  to 
112  per  cent,  you  admit  at  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  This 
is  five  per  cent,  less  than  the  act  of  1816. 

The  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
blankets  that  were  imported  in  1831,  at  a  duty' of  35  per 
cent.,  you  admit  at  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.  This  is  SO  per 
cent,  lower  than  the  act  of  1828,  and  ten  per  cent,  lower 
than  the  duty  was  before  the  war. 

The  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  worth,  im- 
ported at  a  duty  of  35  per  cent.,  you  admit  at  a  duty  of 
15  per  cent. 

He  then  proceeded — 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  it  be  remembered  that  these 
low  duties  of  five  per  cent,  and  twenty  per  cent,  are  ad 
valorem  duties — that  they  are  to  be  assessed  upon  the 
value  of  the  cloth  in  the  foreign  market,  without  any  ad- 
ditional duty  upon  the  cost  of  importation;  that  in  most 
cases  the  %*alue  is  to  be  fixed  by  the  manufacturer,  and 
v^ith  reference  to  the  custom-house  in  this  country,  these 
jgoods  being,  to  a  great  degree,  shipped  on  his  account; 
the  difficulty,  -also,  of  detecting,  with  the  best  intentions 
on  the  part  of  the  custom-house  officera,  an  under  valua- 
tion, and  the  committee  will  readily  perceive  that  some- 
thing short  of  the  duty  of  five  or  twenty  per  cent,  will 
be  paid  for  their  entrance.    Let  it  further  be  recollected, 


that,  with  the  duties  which  have  hitherto  existed,  this  in- 
terest has  all  along  struggled  against  deep  depression. 
Uow,  then,  can  it  be  deemed  possible  that  it  can  bear  up 
against  this  bill?    It  is  out  of  the  question. 

If  it  be  <8aid,  then  let  it  perish,  permit  me  to  remark, 
that  the  protection  you  have  given  it  is  not  to  be  compar- 
ed to  that  which  you  have  given  to  cotton  and  iron,  in  no- 
minal amount;  and  what  you  have  given,  did  not  begin  to 
t»ecome  effective  until  you  had  deducted  therefrom  the 
duties  upon  wool,  dyestuffs,  &c. ;  while  from  the  protec- 
tion given  to  cotton  and  iron,  no  deduction  was  to  be 
made — ^the  whole  duty  was  effective. 

But  it  has  been  stated  that,  under  this  bill,  the  reduc- 
tion of  duty  upon  wool,  &c.  will  mitigate  the  berenty  of 
its  operation  upon  the  woollens  manufacturer,  and  enable 
him  to  sustain  himself.  I  deny  that  a  reduction  of  duty 
upon  wool  ought  to  be  made.  We  produced  last  year 
from  fifly  to  sixty  million  pounds  of  wool.  We  imported 
only,  of  the  finer  quality,  a  little  rising  four  million  pounds. 
By  this  act  you  admit,  free  of  duty,  the  coarser  qualities 
of  wool.  Now,  I  ventui'e  to  say,  that  our  domestic  sup- 
ply, with  the  foreign  wool  which  will  be  imported  free  of 
duty  under  this  bill,  will  meet  the  demands  of  the  manu- 
facturer. Competition  among  the  farmers  will  reduce 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  lowest  point  at  which  it  can 
be  produced;  and  that  competition  is  now  going  on  among 
the  farmers  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Union;  and  those 
who  can  produce  the  article  the  cheapest  and  best,  will 
ultimately  take  to  themselves  the  market.  In  this  state 
of  things,  to  reduce  the  duty  upon  fine  wool,  as  proposed, 
would  be  an  act  of  suicide,  for  which  a  man  ought  to  be 
buried  at  the  four  corners,  as  unworthy  of  sepulture  in  a 
christian  cemetery.  At  any  rate,  it  would  be  an  act  of 
self-destruction,  very  unwise  and  very  censurable.  My 
friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howibd]  was  pleased  to  say 
that  to  put  a  duty  upon  wool  and  the  woollens  manufac- 
ture was  absurd,  and  to  protect  both  was  impossible. 
And  yet,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  labored  to  satis- 
fy the  committee  that  there  ought  to  be  a  duty  upon  the 
importation  of  raw  cotton,  while  all  admit  that  the  cotton 
manufacture  ought  to  be  protected.  Now,  sir,  in  both 
cases  the  principle  is  the  same  precisely.  The  only  dif- 
ference is,  that  the  relative  price  of  wool  here,  compared 
with  the  price  abroad,  is  greater  than  the  relative  price 
of  cotton  here,  compared  with  tiie  price  of  cotton  abroad. 
And  if  it  be  essential  to  our  independence,  or  our  pros- 
perity, to  cherish  the  one  or  the  other,  it  is  equally  im- 
portant that  we  should  encouraged  the  growth  of  the  raw 
materia],  else  in  time  of  war  the  manufacture  will  be  of 
no  use  to  us,  and  in  time  of  peace  subject  to  many  con- 
tingencies. 

But  allow  to  the.  manufacturer  the  full  benefit  of  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  upon  wool,  and  the  other  articles 
as  proposed  in  the  bill;  then  deduct  from  the  twenty  per 
cent,  allowed  by  the  bill,  the  duty  on  ten  per  cent,  added 
as  charge;^  of  importation  under  former  acts;  the  increased 
price  which,  after  all,  he  will  be  obliged  to  pay  for  his 
stock  more  than  is  paid  for  it  by  his  competitor;  the  por- 
tion of  duty  which  will  be  evaded  at  the  custom-house; 
and  the  excess  of  wages,  especially  for  male  labor,  there 
will  be  little  or  nothing  left  for  his  protection.  Why,  sir, 
the  twenty  per  cent.,  other  things  being  equal,  is  not  so 
much  as  the  fluctuation  of  the  market — the  sea  wall  is  not 
so  high  as  the  tide  rises.  No  man,  therefore,  will  make 
his  ganden  by  the  side  of  it,  for  the  very  obvious  reason 
he  will  have  no  security  that  he  shall  derive  any  benefit 
from  it.  At  twenty  per  cent,  the  sweepings  of  the  ware- 
houses and  manufactories  of  Europe  will^  be  thrown  in 
upon  us;  a  surplus,  whenever  it  occurs,  will  be  sent  hi- 
ther, and  sold  for  what  it  will  fetch;  goods  will  be  consign- 
ed to  this  market,  as  the  vicissitude  or  exigencies  of  trade 
may  require,  or  as  commercial  or  manufacturing  rivalry 
msy  prompt.     The  manufacturer  will  have  no  security  of 
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the  market;  capital  will  not  be  inrested  in  this  department 
of  business,  for  it  seeks  safety,  rather  than  excess  of  pro- 
fit. And  I  put  it  to  the  committee,  if,  during^  the  last 
year,  with  a  specific  duty  of  at  least  forty-five  per  cent., 
ranging  upwards  on  the  line  of  minimums,  to  a  hundred 
and  twelve  per  cent,  you  imported  over  eight  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  woollen  goods,  what  are  we  to  hope 
from  this  bill,  with  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  five  per  cent, 
on  coarse  cloths, 'and  twenty  per  cent,  on  others,  or  any 
bill  approximating  to  this?  There  can  be  but  one  opinion 
about  it,  and  yet  there  is  no  interest  more  essential  in 
war  as  well  as  in  peace  than  this — more  essential  to  our 
independence  or  to  our  comfort.  Hew  was  it  during  the 
revolution,  when  your  army  was  in  New  Jersey,  half 
naked,  indicating  the  progress  of  their  march  by  the 
blood  from  their  feet?  How  was  it  in  the  last  war,  when 
you  were  obliged  to  dispense  with  your  own  laws  in  order 
to  pay  your  annuities  to  the  Indians,  to  keep  the  poor 
creatures  from  freezing^  How  was  it  with  your  own  sol- 
diery? And  yet,  according  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  nothing  is  necessary  in  war  but  iron;  neither 
money,  nor  national  resources,  which  are  the  sinews .  of 
war.  You  have  only  to  send  a  soldier  into  the  field  naked, 
or  plant  him  on  the  northwest  angle  of  a  fort  jn  a  Decem- 
ber night,  and  put  a  cold  iron  in  his  hand,  and  that  will 
keep  him  warm !  1  do  the  committee  wrong ;  there  is 
one  other  article:  instead  of  a  blanket,  he  is  to  take  with 
him  into  the  field  a  pot  of  coals!  And  these  two  articles, 
iron  and  coal,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  are  the  only  articles 
protected  as  essential  to  our  independence  in  time  of 
war. 

My  next  position  is,  that  the  bill  will  destroy  the  wool 
grower.  If  the  business  of  the  manufacturer  fail,  that 
of  the  wool  gfrower  fails  of  course;  but  in  case  the  manu- 
facturer can  survive  the  bill,  the  wool  grower  cannot. 

Before  the  last  war  wool  was  free  of  duty. 

By  the  act  of  1816  it  was  15  per  cent. 

By  the  act  of  1824  it  was  raised  to  30  per  cent.* 

And  by  the  act  of  1L*28  to  four  cents  specific  on  the 
pound,  and  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

You  imported,  in  1831,  of  wool  valued  at  less  than 
eight  cents,  over  a  million  pounds,  and  of  wool  valued  at 
more  than  eight  cents  over  four  million  pounds. 

By  this  bill  the  million  tbat  came  in  at  a  duty  of  50  per 
cent,  and  four  cents  specific,  is  admitted  free  of  duty;  15 
per  cent:  less  than  the  duty  of  1816. 

The  four  millions  that  came  in  paying  a  duty  of  56  per 
cent,  will  be  admitted  at  15  per  cent. 

Four  million  pounds  of  wool  were  imported  during  the 
last  year,  of  the  finer  qualities,  chiefly  from  Spain  and 
Ger^-nany.  It  was  clean  wool,  losing  only  from  four  to 
five  per  cent,  in  the  perfect  cleansing  for  the  use  of  the 
manufacturer.  It  cost,  as  appears  from  the  custom-house 
returns,  a  fraction  over  twenty-eight  cents  the  pound. 
The  charges  of  importation,  as  my  commercial  colleague 
tells  me,  may  be  put  down  at  four  cents  the  pound,  to 
which  add  the  duty  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  cost  abroad, 
making  t!ie  price  here  about  thirty-six  cents  the  pound. 
How  this  can  be  aflTorded  so  cheap,  I  shall  not  now  detain 
the  committee  to  explain.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  fact  is 
80.  Our  flocks  yield  upon  an  average  two  and  a  half 
pounds  a  head,  which,  at  thirty-six  cents,  is  ninety  cents 
for  the  fleece.  From  this  deduct  20  per  cent,  for  cleans- 
ing to  make  it  equal  to  the  imported  wool,  for  our  habit 
is  only  to  wash  the  sheep  in  brook  water,  and  the  fleece 
will  lose  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  in  the  process  of  cleans- 
ing at  the  manufactory,  which  will  be  eighteen  cents, 
leaving  seventy-two  for  the  fleece.  Now  take  into  ac- 
count the  value  of  these  flocks,  which  in  many  instances 
cost  the  proprietors  of  them  large  sums,  or  make  no  ac- 
count of  it,  and  take  into  account  only  the  expense  of 
keeping  winter  and  summer,  of  washing  and  shearing,  of 
transporting  the  wool  to  market,  and  oUcn  of  a  commis- 


sion on  the  sale,  you  will  scarcely  have  left  of  the  fleece 
enough  to  pay  the  expense  of  keeping  during  the  sum- 
mer. The  mutton  is  no  object.  I  am  not  therefore  surpris- 
ed that  the  honorable  chairman  should  dislike  to  see  his 
worthy  colleague,  [Mr.  Root,]  at  the  head  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Committee,  driving  down  his  flocks  from  the 
Delaware  mountains.  And  he  will  give  me  leave  to  add, 
that  I  think  be  will  be  quite  as  glad  to  see  the  flocks  as 
the  proprietors  of  them  will  be  to  see  him,  &fler  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  unless  be  is  more  regardful  of  their 
mterest. 

One  word  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  you  please,  as  to  the 
magnitude  of  thesfe  interests.  The  capital  employed  in 
the  woollens  manufacture  has  been  estimated,  upon  pretty 
correct  data,  to  be  forty  millions.  My  colleague  [Mr. 
Divis]  showed,  at  the  last  session,  that  a  dollar  employ- 
ed in  the  woollens  manufacture  gives  employment  to  fi?e 
dollars  of  agricultural  capital;  that  is,  to  two  hundred  mil- 
lions. The  sheep,  upon  an  estimate  in  1831,  were  twenty 
millions,  producing  fifty  million  pounds  of  wool.  The 
annual  product  of  this  wool,  as  it  comes  from  the  hands 
of  the  manufacturer,  is  worth  more  than  the  entire  cot- 
ton crop  of  the  country.  Of  this  annual  product,  five- 
sixths  are  agricultural.  It  is  at  this  interest  this  bill 
strikes.  I  call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  Agricultural 
Committee,  and  on  the  friends  of  agpriculture,  if  it  has 
any  friends  here,  to  defend  and  protect  it. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  and  the  overtlirow 
of  these  interests?  Upon  the  reduction  of  the  revenue 
to  be  accomplished  by  this  bill,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  will  not  say  they  break  out  in  strains  of  pa- 
triotic exultation,  but  they  say,  that  "  the  people  will  have 
all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  and 
have  them  in  greater  abundance  and  of  superior  quality." 
The  farmer,  instead  of  one  coat,  is  to  have  two;  instead 
of  homespun,  they  are  to  be  of  British,  or  German,  or 
French  texture.  *' Instead  of  the  thorn,  is  to  spring  up 
the  fir  tree;  and  instead  of  the  brier,  the  myrtle  tree." 
The  millennium  of  free  trade  is  to  come.  But  they  con- 
clude the  paragraph  in  their  report,  to  which  I  refer,  by 
telling  us  that  we  shall  have  an  increased  importation  an- 
nually of  from  eight  to  twelve  millions.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  desire  to  propound  to  you  the  question,  how  are 
we  to  pay  for  this  increased  importation,  with  diminislied 
means?  I  know  that  the  committee  count  upon  the  re- 
duction of  duties;  but  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
increased  importation  will  far  exceed  any  possible  saving, 
from  the  nominal  reduction  of  the  duties.  And  let  me 
remark  further,  that  these  duties,  although  in  form,  are 
not,  in  fact,  paid  by  the  consumer,  nor  by  the  countrv, 
but  to  a  considerable  extent  are  in  efl*ect  paid  by  the  m- 
reign  producer,  who  is  obliged  to  sell  to  us  at  a  reduced 
price,  in  consequence  of  cur  bigh  duties,  or  he  cannot 
sell  at  all .  And  so  far  as  the  reduction  of  duties  shall 
enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  foreigner,  it  will  be  a  loss  to  us. 
This  consideration  enters  deeply  into  the  policy  of  deriv- 
ing a  revenue  from  impost,  and  has  a  direct  bearing  upon 
a  fashionable  theory  that  is  now  afloat  in  this  country.  1 
only  allude  to  this  subject,  but  cannot  stop  to  pursue  it. 
We  are  to  have  an  increased  importation,  of  from  eight  to 
twelve  millions  annually.  How,  with  diminished  means, 
I  repeat,  are  we  to  purchase  and  pay  for  it?  Can  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  woollen  manufactures  purchase  and  pay 
for  more  ?  They  are  not  generally  men  of  wealth,  but 
men  of  small  means,  who  have  some  acquaintance  with, 
or  skill  in,  the  business,  or  capacity  to  superintend  it. 
IIow  are  they  to  pay  when  you  overthrow  their  establish- 
ments, and  sink  their  fortunes,  limited  as  they  are,  and 
turn  them  and  their  families  upon  the  world?  How  are  the 
operatives,  many  of  whom  are  foreigners,  and,  with  no 
otlier  business,  are  dependent,  they  and  their  families,  upon 
their  labor  in  this  for  support:  how  are  they  to  pay  when 
you  take  from  them  their  employment,  and  leave  them 
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irithout  means  ^  How  are  the  hundred  thousand  females 
who  are  employed  in  thAe  establishments,  and  who  are 
neatly  and  prettily  dressed,  as  they  should  be,  and  who 
have  their  muslins  and  silks,  and  a  dress  besides  for  an 
occasion,  with  many  of  the  little  ornaments  and  luxuries 
of  the  toilet,  and  which  they  wear  without  a  blush,  for 
they  hare  earned  them,  in  an  humble  occupation,  I  admit, 
but  the  one  that  Providence  has  assigned  them,  and  one 
that  brings  no  shame,  and  leaves  no  regret:  how  are  they 
to  purchase  and  pay  for  more  when  they  are  thrown  back 
upon  the  family  mansion,  where  they  are  not  wanted? 
How  is  the  wool  grower  to  purchase  and  pay  when  his 
flocks  are  scattered,  not  upon  tho  Delaware  mountains, 
but  upon  the  mountains  of  this  bill — the  dark  mountains 
of  perdition  to  them  all?  How  are  the  farmers  to  pay 
when  you  throw  back  upon  them  the  manufacturing  po- 
pulation, and,  instead  of  one  producer  of  wheat,  youliave 
two-,  instead  of  one  producer  of  butter  and  cheese,  you 
have  two;  and  so  on  through  all  the  departments  of  agri- 
culture, when,  with  a  greatly  increased  production,  there 
will  be  a  diminished  demand  for  it?  How  is  the  owner 
of  navigation  to  purchase  and  pay  for  more,  when,  in- 
stead of  freight  for  ten  tons  imported  or  transported  for 
the  use  of  the  manufacturer,  he  shall  receive  freight  for 
one  ton  in  the  form  of  a  bale  of  goods?  And  when  the 
country  can  neither  purchase  nor  pay,  I  will  thank  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  tell 
me  how|the  cities  are  to  do  it.  They  cannot;  none  can 
purchase  or  pay  but  your  men  of  salary,  of  capital,  of 
bank  stock. 

This  bill  ought  to  be  entitled  «a  bill  of  sale  and  trans- 
fer of  the  poor  and  middle  classes  to  the  rich.''    And, 
before  it  performs  this  ungracious  office,  it  will  perform 
another  still  more  so,  that  of  depressing  and  annihilating 
value.     First,  will  come  upon  the  country  a  pressure  for 
money,  and  with  it  distress;  and,  if  the  importations  con- 
tinue, universal  bankruptcy  will  follow.     Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am  inflexibly  hostile  to  any  measure  tending  in  the  least 
degree  to  bring  the  free  labor  of  this  country  into  com- 
petition with  the  labor  of  other  countries.     It  will  follow, 
as  certainly  as  effect  follows  cause,  that  we  must  work 
as  cheap,  live  as  cheap,  and  stoop  as  low  as  they  do.     I 
know  well,  that,  for  a  time,  the  spirit  of  the  freeman  will 
give  energry  to  the  muscle  of  his  arm,  and  he  will  strug- 
gle hard  to  bear  himself,  and  those  that  God  has  given 
him,  above  this  condition.'    But  he  will  be  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  dominion  of  this  evfr-active  cause,  slowly  and 
reluctantly  I  admit,  but  yield  he  must.     It  may  take  a 
great  while,  many  generations  perhaps,  for  moral  changes 
are  slow,  to  put  out  all  the  lights  of  knowledge,  that  are 
now  beaming  from  every  cottage  throughout  our  happy 
country,  and  refulgently  and  gloriously  beaming;   but 
one  after  another  they  will  be  extinguished,  and  with 
them  the  beacon  light  of  liberty  to  the  other  nations 
of  the  world.  This  bill  takes  a  giant's  stride  towards  this 
result.     The  South  will  then  find,  too  late  for  them  and 
for  us,  that  they  have  lost  the  best  customer  they  ever 
had,  and  that  it  is  the  consumption  of  the  North  and  East, 
the  means  of  which  the  protective  system  has  furnished, 
that  has  enabled  them  to  sell  such  an  amount  of  their 
staples  as  they  have  sold.     Or,  sir,   another  alternative 
will  follow,  to  which  I  will  but  allude,  lest  what  I  may  say 
be  subject  to  misconstruction.     When  the  free  people  of 
this  country  come  to  see  how  things  are,  by  whom  they 
are,  and  wherefore  they  arc,  and  to  realize  the  downward 
tendency,  by  feeling  the  effect  of  them,  physical  nature 
will  make  a  throe  and  an  effort  to  regain  the  height  she 
has  lost,  and  if  she  fails  to  do  it,  a  storm  will  arise  from 
the   elements  we  are  now  compounding,  and  have  been 
for  years,  of  which  no  man  who  has  been  in  this  House, 
or  acquainted  with  the  public  journals  of  the  day,  can  be 
ignorant,  that  will  break  somewhere,  and  spend  itself 
with  desolating  and  terrific  eff*ect.     You  cannot  depress  a 


people  that  have' once' been  enlightened  and  free,  pros- 
perous and  happy,  beyond  a  certain  point,  without  ignit- 
ing a  mass,  which  you  can  no  more  control  than  you  can 
the  central  fires  that  shake  a  continent  to  pieces.  If  you 
bring  the  free  labor  of  this  country  into  competition  with 
the  labor  of  other  countries,  one,  and  which  I  have  no 
doubt,  of  these  results  will  follow. 

And  now,  sir,  permit  me  to  inquire,  why  is  this  bill 
proposed  for  our  adoption?  If  there  was  any  great  and 
inevitable  necessity  for  it,  it  might  be  borne  as  other  evils 
are  borne  that  cannot  be  avoided.  I  know  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  say  that  the 'act  of  1832  will  produce 
a  surplus  revenue,  and  that  this  bill  is  necessair  to  reduce 
it  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  But  my  friend  from 
Connecticut,  [Mr.  IirosasoLL,]  in  an  argument  which  I 
will  not  weaken  by  attempting  to  restate,  and  who  is  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  has  g^ven  his 
acute  mind  to  the  subject,  has  shown  that  the  treasury  is 
now  bankrupt,  and  will  be  on  the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1834,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1835.  And  he  says 
that  the  committee,  in  showing  a  surplus,  have  made  two 
false  assumptions:  first,  that  the  bank  stock  will  be  cash  in 
hand  to  meet  the  frtnded  debt;  and,  secondly,  that  it  is 
bad  policy  to  have  in  the  treasury  cash  to  meet  the  out- 
standing and  unsatisfied  appropriations  of  Congress.  The 
funded  debt  of  seven  millions  falls  due  next  year  and  the 
year  after.  And  the  committee  assume  that  the  bank 
stock  of  seven  millions  will  be  in  hand  to  meet  the  pay- 
ment. Now,  it  will  readily  occur  to  you,  that  we  may  not 
be  able  to  sell  our  bank  stock;  or  if  to  sell  it,  only  at  a 
loss.  The  bank  may  fail;  for  if,  as  intimated,  by  the  ad- 
ministration, it  be  an  unsafe  place  of  deposite,  the  stock 
itself  is  unsafe.  Your  banking  holises  may  be  burned 
up;  your  vaults  maybe  emptied  by  a  thousand  casualties. 
Disastrous  vicissitudes  in  commerce  may  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  debtors  of  the  bank  to  pay.  You  may  re- 
charter  the  bank  and  retain  the  stock;  or  you  may  incor- 
porate a  new  bank  and  transfer  it.  Congress  may  not 
authorize  the  sale  of  the  stock,  and  Congress  will  not. 
You  cannot  hope  to  be  in  funds  from  your  bank  stock  in 
time  to  meet  your  funded  debt.  The  committee  might 
as  well  say  that  we  can  sell  our  ships,  or  our  forts,  or  our 
g^ns,  or  any  other  property  we  have,  to  meet  the  funded 
debt,  as  to  count  upon  a  sale  of  our  bank  stock  for  that 
purpose.  Nor  is  it  bad  policy  to  have  in  the  treasury 
cash  to  the  amount  of  the  unsatisfied  appropriations.  In 
the  earlier  history  of  our  Government,  when  we  were 
poor,  such  was  the  invariable  practice;  and  now  we  have 
bebome  rich,  is  it  wise  or  statesmanlike  for  us  to  go  upon 
our  credit?     Would  it  be  deemed  improper  for  a  private 

? gentleman  to  have  in  his  pocket  money  to  pay  his  debts, 
or  which  he  was  daily  liable  to  be  called  upon,  ''al- 
though it  was  not  usual  for  his  creditor  to  call  quite  so 
soon^"  And  can  it  be  unstatesmanlike  and  unnnancial 
for  the  Government  to  do  the  like?  But  if  it  be  proper 
for* the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  make  both  the 
assumptions  they  have  done,  is  it  so  absolutely  necessary 
thsbt  you  should  sell  your  bank  stock,  or  so  obviously  im- 
proper to  have  money  in  your  treasui7  to  pay  your  debts, 
as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  necessity  for  this  bill  at  this 
time? 

But  if  there  be  such  necessity,  which  I  deny,  why  is 
this  bill  reported  in  this  form?  I  shall  not  go  Jnto  the 
errors  and  inequalities  of  the  bill  in  its  apportionment  of 
the  duties  among  the  d  fferent  protected  articles.  If  we 
can  maintain  the  protective  principle,  I  shall  be  content 
to  trust  to  the  honor,  the  justice,  and  the  liberality  of  my 
tariff*  friends  to  make  such  an  apportionment  of  duties  as 
the  magnitude  and  condition  of  the  different  interests 
may  require.  After  what  was  said  by  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania,  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Mublsnbero,]  and 
what  fell  from  my  friend  near  me,  [Mr,  Watmouoh,]  I 
have  no  misgivings  upon  the  subject.     It  was  spoken  as 
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Pesntylvania  should  speak.  If  this  system  is  to  be  main- 
tained,  it  must  be  as  a  whole  in  its  symmetry  and  beauty . 
If  it  fail,  there  will  be  no  one  column,  nor  fragment  of  a 
column  of  the  superstructure  left  to  indicate  the  ruins. 
I  cannot,  however,  but  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  one  fact,  not  connected  with  the  apportionment,  but 
with  the  rule  of  apportionment,  adopted  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means.  They  tell  us  in  their  report, 
that  they  have  arranged  the  duties  in  the  bill,  with  the 
exception  of  the  articles  they  name,  from  ten  to  twenty 
per  cent.,  making  the  average  duty  to  produce  the  reve- 
nue they  desire,  about  eighteen  per  cent.;  and  they 
obligingly  place  the  duty  on  woollens  at  the  maximum 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent.  My  friend  from  Connecticut, 
[Mr.  IirosEsoLL,]  some  two  weeks  since,  stated  to  the 
committee  that  the  average  duty  to  produce  the  result 
desired,  including  the  expenses  of  collection,  was  rising 
of  twenty-five  per  cent.  And  if  this  be  so,  and  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  arranging  the  duties, 
hate  acted  correctly  upon  their  own  principle,  the  bill  is 
wrong  throughout.  How  is  this,  sir/  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  since  the  statement 
of  this  fact,  has  addressed  the  committee  upon  various 
other  subjects,  and  said  nothing  upon  this.  His  collesg^e 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Gilmori,]  has  also  addressed 
the  committee,  without  giving  us  any  information  upon 
this  point.  His  other  colleague  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Pole,]  merged  himself  entirely  among  the  documents. 
And  his  other  colleague  still  from  Georgia,  [Mr. Wilds,] 
wandered  among  the  classics,  and  lost  himself  in  his  ad- 
miration of  Lord  North,  in  a  speech,  the  political  morality 
of  which  I  do  not  understand,  and  which,  if  I  know  any 
thing  of  my  neighbors  in  New  York,  they  will  understand 
as  little  as  I  do — a  speech  partaking  much  more  of  the 
character  of  Sir  Francis  than  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer; but  as  perfectly  English  as  the  noble  lord 
whom  he  eulogized.  I  call  upon  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  inform  us  how  fhis  is. 
Is  it  as  my  friend  alleges,  or  is  it  not^  Have  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  construction  of  their  bill,  made  a  mistake  in 
the  average  duty,  of  six  or  eight  per  cent.?  After 
eighteen  months'  attention  to  the  subject,  we  have  a  right 
to  be  informed  how  the  matter  is,  before  we  act  upon  it. 
No  lubrication  that  can  be  given  the  bill,  will  induce  the 
committee  to  swallow  it  with  this  error — this  camel  of  an 
error,  in  it.  My  friend  asserts,  and  will  maintain,  that 
there  is  this  error  in  the  bill.  Will  the  chairman  admit 
or  deny  it?  I  should  like  to  hear  from  him  in  due  time  on 
this  subject. 

~  Thi^  brings  me  to  the  point  to  which  I  wish  more  par- 
ticularly on  this  ocpasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  to  what  I  consider  as  the  protective  principle. 
And  in  the  first  place  I  admit,  and,  so  far  as  1  know,  my 
tariif  friends  agree  with  me,  that  you  may  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  tyrants  of  tlie  Government,  and  make  the 
wants  as  limited  or  as  liberal  as  you  please.  But  we  insist 
that  the  revenue  shall  be  derived  from  duties  imposed  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  industry  of  the  country, 
so  far  as  that  protection  shall  be  needed.  You  claim  by 
this  bill  a  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  duties  from  the  pro- 
tected to  the  unprotected  articles^  tea  and  coffee,  which 
involves  an  abandonment  of  the  principle  on  our  part. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Wilds]  puts  it  dis- 
tinctly on  this  ground,  and  says  '<  he  shall  vote  against 
the  bill"  if  this  provision  in  it  be  rejected,  showing  that 
the  reduction  of  the  revenue  is  not  the  object,  but  the 
surrendry  of  a  principle.  We  claim  it,  because,  when 
the  revenue  is  derived  from  duties  on  protected  articles, 
we  grain  not  only  the  revenue,  but  a  resulting  benefit  to 
the  industry  of  the  people;  and  if  it  be  derived  from 
duties  on  unprotected  articles,  we  get  only  the  revenue 
and  lose  the  resulting  good.  It  is  not  pretended  this 
transfer  of  duties  from  the  protected  to  tire  unprotected 


articles  will  afford  any  relief  to  the  S«>uth;  and  after  the 
intellectual  and  annihiUting  sp«ech  of  my  friend  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Vihtoit,]  no  one  can  believe  that  the  Soutli 
is  disproportionally  taxed.  Far  otherwise.  Nor  will  it 
satisfy  the  South.  No  one  tells  us  that  it  will.  Why  then 
is  it  found  in  the  bill?  I  will  tell  you,  sir;  it  is  as  the 
admission  of  a  principle  which  the  South  will  hereafter 
assert;  and  they  will  then  say  that  upon  this  occasion,  in 
tender  consideration  of  the  state  of  our  manufactures  and 
of  our  home  industry,  they  only  asserted,  but  did  not  en- 
force iL  It  is  that  it  may  be  used  as  a  fulcrum  to  the 
lever  by  which  they  intend  to  overthrow  the  system;  as  a 
temple  step  to  their  divinity  of  free  trade.  I  therefore 
call  upon  my  tariff  friends  to  take  a  decided  stand  against 
it,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the  confidence  that  we  are 
right,  that  the  ground  we  take  is  defensible,  and  that  the 
people  will  sustain  us.  We  ought  not,  we  may  not,  and 
cannot  recede  from  it,  without  bring^ing  into  question  and 
endangering  the  whole  protective  system.  Here,  there- 
fore, I  repeat,  we  ought  to  take  our  stand  and  maintain  it 
immoveably,  influenced  by  no  entreaty,  and  a.wed  by  no 
power  to  abandon  it,  or  any  portion  of  it. 

But,  sir,  admit  that  there  is  a  necessitv  for  this  bill  to 
reduce  the  revenue,  which  I  deny;  admit  that  the  bill 
ought  to  be  in  its  present  form,  which  no  one  will  pre- 
tend; why  is  it  proposed  at  this  time  ? 

In  considering  this  question,  it  may  be  well  to  look  a 
little  out  of  the  House,  and  see  how  the  subject  is  viewed 
there;  and  what  its  relations  and  bearings  are.  I  will 
give  .you  an  extract  from  the  official  journal  of  nullifica- 
tion in  this  city  of  the  14th  instant,  because  I  think  it  pre- 
sents the  matter  truly.  "  South  (Carolina,  believing  that 
the  tariff  laws  are  unconstitutional  and  oppressive,  has 
g^ven  Congress  the  alternative  of  their  repeal,  or  acqui- 
escence in  her  measures  of  nullification,  or  declaration  of 
war.*'  You  must,  therefore,  repeal  your  tariff  laws,  or 
you  will  have  nullification,  and,  if  need  be,  war  to  enforce 
it.  I  give  you  another  extract  from  the  official  journal  of 
the  administration,  of  the  same  date.  "Mr.  Calhoun 
had  the  honor  of  aiding  Mr.  Clay  in  building  up  the 
American  system,  but  General  Jackson  has  robbed  him  of 
the  honor  of  pulling  it  down.  If  Mr.  Calhoun's  object 
was  merely  to  be  able  to  exclaim  upon  the  equalization 
of  the  reduction  of  duties,  *l  did  it,'  let  him  make  the 
vain-§[loriou8  boast;  but  the  American  people  now  know, 
and  history  will  hereafter  tell,  that  it  was  another"  who 
did  it. 

You  perceive,  sir,  that  it  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  American  system  is  overthrown,  and  the  ques- 
tion in  dispute  is,  who  shall  have  the  honor  of  having 
done  it.  The  alternative  proposition  of  South  Carolina 
is,  a  repeal  of  your  tariff  laws,  or  nullification,  and,  if 
'need  be,  war;  and  this  by  the  1st  of  February.  Now, 
you  propose  not  literally  to  repeal,  but  to  supersede  and 
modify,  by  a  new  bill,  the  old  tariff  laws,  upon  which 
alone  the  ordinance  of  nullification  acts,  and  to  yield  up 
a  portion  of  your  protection.  And  you  make  haste,  you 
run  to  do  it,  clearing  away  all  the  business  of  the  House, 
and  laying  the  course  open,  that  you  may  get  in  in  time. 
I  say,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances,  you  pass  this  bill,  the  American  people  will 
believe,  and  history  will  hereafter  tell,  tliat  it  was  [nulli  - 
fication  did  it;  that  both  you  and  the  President  quailed 
and  cowered  before  it,  and  gave  up  to  it.  It  will  be  in 
vain  for  you  to  tell  them  that,  instead  of  repealing  the 
tariff  laws  in  form,  you  only  modified  them;  and  instead 
of  giving  up  the  protective  principle,  vou  only  gave  up  a 
part  of  the  protection,  to  secure  which,  is  all  the  princi- 
ple itself  is  good  for.  They  will  not  understand  this  spe- 
cial pleading;  they  will  say,  as  I  say,  that,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  give  up  any  thing  is  to  g^ve  up  all. 
And  they  will  believe  that  nullification  has  done  it.  They 
will  believe  so  for  these  reasons:  It  was  only  the  last  ses- 
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sion  you  passed  the  act  reducing^  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government;  the  act  you  passed  reduced  it  more 
than  the  act  proposed  for  the  purpose  by  the  administra- 
tion; you  established,  by  that  act,  the  protective  principle, 
by  rejecting  the  duty  upon  tea  and  coffee.    You  contend- 
ed that  it  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  nullifiers;  they 
said  it  was  not,  and  took  their  position  accordingly.   And 
now,  in  order  to  create  a  necessity  for  a  new  act,  they 
may  do  what  the  other  did  not — satisfy  them;  you  assume 
that  Congress  will  authorize  the  sale  of  the  bank  stock, 
which  Congress  will  never  do,  and  that  it  is  bad  policy  to 
have  money  in  your  treasury  to  pay  your  debt,  and  that 
Congress  will  not  divert  from  the  public  revenue  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  which  Congress  will 
do;  and  tlius  you  sigzag  to  lay  the  foundation  for  this  bill. 
You  then  call  upon  the  same  men  who  passed  the  act  of 
1832,  to  retrace  their  steps;  and,  without  any  unforeseen 
occasion  for  it,  or  any  new  occurrence,  or  any  new  evi- 
dence, or  any  new  light  from  any  quarter  except  that 
which  beams  from  nullification,  you  reverse  your  own  do- 
ings, and  make  haste  in  order  to  bring  yourself  within 
the  day  of  grace  allowed  by  the  ordinance  of  nullification. 
Nay,  more:    From  the  time  General  Jackson  was  first 
named  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  down  to  a  very 
recent  period^  it  was  universally  understood  that  he  was 
friendly  to  the  protective  system.     He  was  supported  by 
iiis  friends  in  my  part  of  the  country  on  that  ground. 
Otlier  gentlemen  who  hear  me  can  tell  how  it  wm  with 
them.     I  will  not  do  him  the  injustice  to  suppose,  for  a 
moment,  that  he  was  capable  of  suppressing  his  opinion 
upon  this  great  and  interesting  subject,  or  ot  dissembling 
or  deluding  <lie  people  with  false  hopes,  or  of  permit- 
ting  it  to  be  done  by  others.     If  the  capability  had  exist- 
ed within  him,  the  first  vision  of  the  high  place  to  which 
he  aspired  should  have  annihilated  it  forever.     A  man 
qualified  for  that  exalted  station, 

**  Would  not  flatter  Neptune  for  his  trident, 
"  Nor  Jove  for  his  power  to  thunder." 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that  the  people  will  believe  that  the  nul- 
lifiers, aided  by  their  anti-tariflT  friends  over  the  river,  or 
their  anti-tariff  friends  aided  by  nullifiers,  have  not  only 
overthrown  the  American  system,  but  have  changed  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  and  made  use  of  him  as  an  in- 
strument by  which  to  do  it.  Thus  the  people  will  not 
only  believe,  btit  history  will  record  for  all  future  time 
to  believe,  if  she  records  the  truth. 

But  I  do  not  believe  that  the  American  system  is  over- 
thrown, or  can   be  overthrown  without  the  aid  of  tliis 
House,  as  inconsiderable  a  body  as  we  seem  to  be  consi- 
dered, and  we  are  certainly  made  very  small  iish.     My 
constituents  believe  that  it  was  for  the  power  of  protect- 
ing our  home  industry,  more  than  for  any  thing  else, 
and  for  every  thing  else,  that  the  constitution  was  formed; 
that  it  is  in  the  constitution,  and  apart  of  it,  vitally  essen- 
tial  to  their  interest  and  wellbeing.     And  we  shall  not 
give  it  up  to  menace,  nor  to  combination,  nor  to  nullifica- 
tion, nor  to  secession,  nor  to  war,  even  if  that  must  be, 
unless  the  God  of  battles  shall  so  decide  it.     No,  sir, 
never,  never.     On  this  ground  we  stand,  on  this  ground 
we  fall.     And  I  should  not  think  that  any  man  could  be 
found,  however  demented  by  the  curse  of  God,  mad 
enough  to  wish  to  destroy  this  infiint  and  fair  creation  of 
so  much  wealtli,  and  greatness,  and  independence,  of  so 
much  power,  and  e^ory,  and  honor  to  this  country,  as  the 
American  system  has  produced.     Sure  1  am  its  friends 
will  not. 

ThiB  brings  me  back  to  the  question  whether  we  are 
prepared  to  surrender  any  portion  of  the  protection  which 
the  great  interests  of  the  country  so  much  need;  and 
wheUier  we  are  prepared,  in  order  to  do  it,  to  retrace 
our  steps,  and  place  our  names,  as  my  colleague  well 
said,  in  damning  contradiction  to  ourselves.  The  one,  a 
point  of  interest,  deep  as  the  foundation  of  our  prosperity; 
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the  other,*  a  point  of  national  honor.  «  I  will  do  neither. 
I  am  willing  to  plant  myself  with  my  tariff  friends  upon 
this  rock,  and  to  let  the  wind  blow,  and  the  storm  beat, 
in  the  confidence  that  it  will  be  in  vain. 

But  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  a  speech/that  did  him  credit  as  a  man  of 
taste  and  a  scholar,  and  which,  judging  from  the  pre- 
maturity of  its  appearance  in  the  journals  of  the  city,  waa 
designed  for  the  ptiblic,  and  well  calculated  to  produce 
its  effect  from  the  charm  of  its  style,  and,  I  must  add,  sir, 
from  the  deceptive  character  of  its  positions,  was  pleased 
to  say  that  we  must  **  do  justice  and  fear  not?"  and  he 
puts  this  question:  "  Shall  the  majority  of  this  House  con- 
tinue to  .impose  upon  the  minority,  even  for  another  year, 
burdens  which  that  minority  believe  to  be  oppressive,  and 
this  fur  the  sake  of  collecting  taxes  which  are  no  longer 
needed?"    To  this  question,  thus  propounded,  I  answer, 
unhesitatingly,  no?  by  no  means.     "  The  collection  of 
taxes  which  are  no  longer  needed,"  is  no  part  of  our  ob- 
ject.    And  the  gentleman  must  know  that  we  maintain 
that  the  taxes  are  needed  to  defray  the  ordinary  and  ine- 
vitable expenses  of  the  Government,  and  that  there  can 
be  no  surplus  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1832,  be- 
fore the  1st  of  January,  1835.    This  is  assuming  what  be 
assumes,  that  the  calculations  of  the  treasury  are  correct; 
and  this  we  maintain  by  better  arguments,  as  I  think, 
than  the  assumptions  to  the  contrary  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.     The  question  then  is,  if  fairly  put, 
•*  Shall  the  majority  continue  to  impose  upon  the  minority 
burdens  which  that  minority  believe  to  be  oppressive?" 
And  to  this,  I  answer,  as  unhesitatingly,  yes;  if  they  are 
needed  for  the  protection  of  the  industry  of  the  country, 
and  ai-e  not,  in  fact,  oppressive,  which,  in  both  respects, 
is  true  of  the  tariff  laws.    Suppose  the  majority  yield  to 
the  minority,  and,  by  yielding,  do  their  constituents  a 
greater  injury,  in  subverting  their  prosperity,  than  good 
to  the  minority,  will  the  minority  yield  back?    A  muUB 
fortiori  they  ought.    If  you  are  bound  to  yield  to  the  mi- 
nority, because  they  deem  the  tariff  laws  oppressive,  why 
have  you  not  done  it  before,  when  you  could  do  it  with 
honor?    And  why  were  you  unwilling  to  do  it  until  nulli- 
fication brought  you  to  .your  senses?    What  lias  been  the 
practice  of  the  Government  upon  this  subj  ect  ?    When  you 
imposed  the  perpetual  embargo  upon  us,  and  fiis^ened 
our  sliips  to  our  wharves,  until,  as  my  friend  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Buboes]  said,  the  ropes  fell  off;  and  when 
you  covered  our  wharves  and  our  streets  with  g^ss  that 
could  be  mown,  and  produced  an  amount  of  sacrifice  and 
degree  of  suffering  at  which  the  heart  of  Pluto  would 
have  relented,  were  there  any  relentings  here?    Did  you 
relax  the  gfrasp  by  which  you  held  us?  When  did  you  evee 
gpve  up  to  us  any  thing?  When  Pennsylvania  thought  her- 
self aggrieved,  and  undertook  to  assert  what  she  thought 
to  be  her  rights,  did  you  give  up?  Thmpora  mutaniur.  It 
makes  a  gretX  difference,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  perceive,  from 
what  quarter  the  wind  blows. 

But  there  is  another  answer  to  this  inquir}''.  We  admit 
that  you  may  reduce  your  revenue  to  your  wanta»  and 
make  them  large  ^)r  small,  as  you  please.  But  we  claim 
that  the  revenue  shall  be  derived  froni  protective  dutier. 
You  claim  an  abandonment  of  the  principle,  and,  by  thia 
bill,  a  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  duties  from  protection 
to  non-protection.  The  amount,  as  the  amended  bill  now 
stands,  is  small,  made  so  for  what  purpose  I  will  not  say. 
When  our  fathers  resisted  tlie  duty  on  tea,  they  did  not 
trouble  themselves  about  the  amount  of  it.  Will  the  dutv 
on  tea  and  coffee  relieve  the  South?  Not  at  all.  Will 
it  satisfy  the  South  ?  Not  at  all .  I  have  already  stated  for 
what  purpose  it  is  in  the  Mil.  But,  according  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  justice 
requires  that  we  surrender  it.  Justice  to  whom ?  Justice 
to  the  South?  Who  imposed  the  tariff  system  upon  us^ 
Virginia  and  South  Carolina,  more  emphatically  than  itny 
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other  States.     Tbev  turned  oiir  industry  into  ne\r  chan- 
aelsi  ftnd  left  the  old  ones  deep  and  broad  and  dry.  They 
'  drove  us  from  the  ocean,  when  *'  our  march  was  on  the 
mountain  wave,  and  our  home  was  on  the  deep."    And 
now,  forsooth,  tliey  have  found  out  that  it  was  all  uncon- 
stitutional,, and  that  they  are  oppressed  by  their  own  do- 
ing^, -and  require  us  to  throw  away  our  land  gear,  and  into 
the  water  a^in.    Let  me  ask  the  chairman,  does^ustice 
to  our  constituents,  who  have  committed  their  interests  to 
our  honor,  to  be  by  us  defended  and  protected,  who  have 
invested  their  fortunes  and  estates  under  the  faith  of  your 
laws,  and  following  the  lead  of  your  laws,  does  justice  to 
them  require  or  permit  that  we  should  make  this  surren- 
dsy?  that  we  should  break  down  the  barriers  which  have 
been  constnicted  for  their  protection,  and  roll  the  tide  of 
desolation  over  them.^  Or  that  we  should  permit  one  par- 
tkky  even*  the  smallest  dust  of  the  balance,  to  be  taken 
fron  thenk,  when  it  is  taken  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of 
prostrating  tliem*    Are  we  to  be  reproached  by  the  hon^ 
orable  chairman,  because,  being  a  majority,  we  refuse  to 
make  this  surrendry?      Are  we  to  be  told  that,  having  a 
giant's  power,  we  make  a  tyrannous  use  oC  it?   May  not  a 
giant,  let  me  ask,  use  liis  power  in  self-defence  ?    When 
the  Philistines  are  upon  him,  may  lie  not  rise  and  shake 
himself?     Or  does  justice  require  that  l>c  slroukl  give  his 
head  to  the  lap  of  the  "  Philistine  Dclilul)y"  to  be  shorn 
of  its  glory  and  its  strength,  that  he  may  be  bound  in  fet- 
ters, and  made  sport  of  until  he  shall  pray  God  to  avenge 
his  wrong's  in  the  common  destruction  of  himself  and  Ifis 
enenues?     Sir,  I  trust  the  majority  uf  this  House  wiU  not  be 
wooed  nor  won  to  this  by  any  art,  or  argument,  or  blan- 
dishment.   In  my  judgment,  if  we  make  the  surrendry 
required,  we  do  an  act  of  traitorous  and  recreant  and  ru- 
inous injustice  to  our  constituents^and  I  must  be  permitted 
to  add,  as  it  seems  to  me,  from  fear,  or  something  worse. 
A  man  meets  me  in  the  street,  and  demands  my  purser 
Its  contents  are  not  mine,  but  my  constituents',  which  they 
value  above  price,  and  which  they  have  committed  for  a 
time  to  my  custody.     He  looks  fiercely  at  me  and  demands 
it  of  me.     As  farmer  Ashfield  says  in  the  play,  **  I'll  ar- 
gufy the  topic  a  little" — I  am  not  afraid,  that's  clear, 
though  I  shakes  some.     It  wont  do  for  me  to  give  up  tike 
purse  from  '*  personal  fear,*'  for  that,  as  an  honorable 
chairman  says,  is  a  **  miserable  weakness;"  nor  will  it  do 
to  refuse  to  give  it  up   «  from  the  fear  of  doing  right," 
because,  although  that  is  "an  infirmity  of  a  noble  mind," 
I  do  not  perceive  that  it  dififers  much  from  **  penonal 
fear:"  for  if  the  "fear  to  do  right"  be  an  infirmity  of  a 
noble  mind,  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  the  fear  to  do 
wrong  is  an  infirmity  of  an  ijrnoble  one.     So  I  asserts  and 
counts  and  analyzes  the  dinerent  kinds  of  fear,  and  goes 
on  until  I  comes  to  the  real  statesmanlike,  patriotic  fear — 
and  that,  I  says,  will  do;  for  if  I  refuse  to  give  up  my 

J»urse,  nothing  is  more  likely  than  that  this  fierce  looking 
ellow  will  commit  «  a  breach  of  the  public  peace,"  or  he 
will  do  some  other  public  mischief.  At  any  rate  there  is 
great  danger  he  will  disturb  the  present  subsisting  tran- 
quillity there  is  between  me  and  him!  So  I  gives  up  the 
purse  upon  the  «  patriotic  fear."  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
may  talk  about  my  statesmanlike  fear  as  much  as  I  please: 
my  constituents  will  believe  that  I  was  frightened  out  of 
my  purse.  And  when  they  come  to  be  told  that,  after  all, 
this  fierce  looking  fellow  was  not  armed,  and  showed  nei- 
ther pistol  nor  dirk,  they  will  almost  swear,  deacons  and 
all,  that  I  was  an  arrant  coward.  And  let  me  tell  my 
friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Howabd]  it  will  be  of  no  use 
for  me  to  say  to  them  that  they  are  all  cowards  them* 
selves,  or  they  would  not  think  any  such  thing  of  me. 
They  wiU  persist  in  it,  that  f  was  either  frightened  out  of 
my  purse,  or  was  confederate  with  the  fellow,  and  bal- 
anced an  old  account  or  opened  a  new  one,  by  giving  it 
up.  And  let  me  say,  further,  sir,  tlut  they  will  never 
trust  me  again;  and  further  still,  they  never  ought  to.    I 


put  this  case,  as  the  committee  understand^  of  course,  in 
illustration,  and  not  as  an  identity. 

If  tliere  be  any  gentlemen  here  from  any  of  the  States 
who  have  "debts  of  political  gratitude**  to  pay,  and  who 
feel  authorized  and  are  inclined  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  the 
interests  of  their  constituents  in  order  to  do  it,  let  them 
take  for  the  purpose  lambs  from  their  own  fiock,  and  not 
from  their  neighbors;  let  them  sacrifice  the  interests  of 
their  own  States,  and  not  of  others. 

But,  after  aH,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  a  firm  conviction 
that  these  abused  tariflT  laws,  so  fiir  from  being  oppressive, 
are  beneficial  to  the  South,  (I  am  not  going  into  the  sub- 
ject,  but  only  state  generally,)  in  the  new  staple  of  sugar 
which  they  have  given,  and  the  consequently  augmented 
demand  and  price  for  slavea  and  slave  labor  which  they 
have  created,  and  the  immenseW  benegcial  diversion,  to 
the  cotton  region  particularly,  of  the  sugar  lands  from  the 
cotton  to  the  sugar  culture,  in  the  improved  market  they 
furnish  for  the  staples  and  products  of  the  South,  and  the 
reduced  price  at  which  they  return  to  them  many  and 
most  of  the  articles  they  have  occasion  to  purchase.  ^  And 
there  are  physical  indications  of  it,  not  to  be  mistaken,  in  the 
relative  increase  of  their  population,  and  the  unrivalled 
thrifl  of  many,  and  indeed  roost  of  the  slave  States,  upon 
whom  the  tarifl*  laws  operate,  as  well  as  upon  Eastern 
Virginia  ami  South  Carolina,  and  upon  whom  they  would 
make  and  leave  their  impression,  if  they  were  *Hhe  wither- 
ing curse"  they  have  been  said  to  be,  and,  above  all,  in 
this,  that  they  continue  to  purchase  many  of  the  agricul- 
tural products  of  the  other  States,  I  speak  now  of  South 
Carolina,  paying  freight,  insurance,  commission,  and  pro- 
fit, for  whieh  their  own  soil  and  climate,  and  labor,  are 
well  fitted,  finding  the  cultivation  of  their  own  staples  se 
much  more  profitable  than  the  agriculture  of  the  otlier 
States,  as  to  enable  them  to  do  it.  Nevertheless,  sir,  iff 
could  yield  to  the  South  what  they  deem  to  be  oppvessivc 
in  these  laws,  nothing  would  give  me,  personally,  more 
pleasure  than  to  make  the  concession.  But  I  value  the 
good  opinion  of  honorable  men  too  highly  to  expose  my- 
self to  the  contejnpt  to  which  a  surrendry  of  the  rights  of 
my  constituents,  and  the  great  agricultural  intereats  of  the 
free  States,  would  consign  roe,  and  the  condemnation  that 
would  and  ought,  as  a  consequence,  to  follow  and  be 
stamped  upon  me.  It  is^  therefore,  sir,  not  to  name  a 
higher  motive,  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  obtained  the  floor,  and 
commenced  a  speech  against  the  bill,  which  lasted  until 
eight  o'clock.  At  half  past  five  a  motion  was  made  for 
the  committee  to  rise,  but  it  was  negatived:  at  seven  ano- 
ther shared  the  same  fate;  yeas  35,  nays  76.  He  was 
twice  called  to  order  by  Mr.  JENIFER,  who  quoted  Jef- 
ferson's Manual  to  show  that  a  member  might  not  read 
extracts,  or  even  his  own  speech,  to  a  committee  without 
its  leave. 

Mr.  P.  denied  that  he  was  doing  either,  and  was  per- 
mitted by  the  Chair  to  proceed. 

The  following  is  the  speech  of  Mr.  P.  entire: 

Mr.  PEAUCE  said  that  his  venerable  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Adams]  had  intimated  to  the  committee 
that  when  he  should  give  his  views  of  this  bill,  he  would 
tnove  to  stnike  out  the  enacting  clause,  that  the  strength 
of  parties  might  be  tested  in  regard  to  it.  I  have,  said 
Mr.  P.,  the  consent  of  that  gentleman  for  now  doing 
what  he  had  informed  us  he  would  do  on  a  future  day, 
and  therefore  mqve  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
this  bill.  The  remarks  1  Khali  make  will  be  in  reference 
to  the  motion  I  have  submitted— a  motion  which  gives  me 
the  liberty,  with  great  propriety,  of  stuting  my  objections 
to  every  part,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  1  have 
not  yet  learnt,  from  the  remarks  of  any  one  who  has  ad- 
dressed the  committee,  that  the  bill,  without  essential 
amendments,  is  to  be  supported  by  any  portion  of  those 
who  reported  it.    Is  it  agreeable  to  the  honorable  gentle* 
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man,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  which  reported  it? 
Certainly  not;  for  he  has  already  moved  one  or  t\70  amend- 
ments to  it,  and  has,  as  I  understand,  intimated  a  willing- 
ness to  agree  to  or  accept  other  amendments  hereafter  to 
be  mored.     Does  it  meet  the  views  ^f  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  White,]  coming  from  the  same  great  emporium? 
We  have  on  our  tables  the  proof  that  it  does  not,  for  he 
has  offered  sundry  amendments  which  have  been  printed, 
and  on  which,  at  the  proper  time,  we  shall  be  required 
to  express  our  opinions.     Is  it,  Mr.  Chairman,  agreeable 
to  the  views  of  another  honorable  member  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  [Mr.  Cambrklevg,]  emphatically  called 
the  commercial  representative,  and  I  will  not  say  incor- 
rectly?   No,  sir;  for  in  the  remarks  he  made  but  a  few 
days  ago,  he  told  his  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  that  he  differed  from  him, 
and  was  opposed  to  the  protection  which  the  bill  would 
give  to  the  article  of  iron.     A  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
ticut,  [Mr.  YouKo,]  quoting  the  language  of  another  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  informed  the  committee  but  two 
days  ago  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  be  sa- 
tisfied with  this  bill  with  some  important  amendments. 
Then,  sir,  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  is  not 
satisfied  with  it,  as  it  was  reported,  nor  have  we  any  evi- 
dence of  his  being  satisfied  with  it  as  i^  now  is,     I  shall 
be  able  fully  to  show  that  it  does  not  meet  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  by  a  recurrence  to  his  message  sent  to  both 
Houses  at  the  commencement  of  the  session.     The  great 
difficulty  is  to  ascertain  how  such  a  bill  was  ever  submit- 
ted to  our  consideration.    'It  may  be  a  child  of  thirty 
fathers,  but  a  natural  child,  with  all  its  fathers  unnatural, 
for  not  one  of  them  has  shown  a  disposition  to  foster  or 
protect  it.     All  who  were  of  the  committee"  which  sanc- 
tioned the  report  of  the  bill,  and  from  whom  we  have 
heard  any  thing  since  the  commencement  of  the  debate, 
have  declined  altogether  its  general  defence;  and  some  of 
them  have  refrained  from  even  a  notice  of  any  of  its  pro- 
vision«.     The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  WiLtia]  ad- 
dressed us  in  many  languages,  some  of  them  living,  but 
most  of  them  dead;  he  spoke  about  nullification  atid  South 
Carolina,  but  he  did  not  say  one  word  about  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  nor  did  he  at  all  examine  its  provi- 
sions.    Another  gentleman  [Mr.  Polk]  has  condescended 
to  read  some  documents  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  testimony  of  some  manufacturers  in  Vermont  and 
New  Hampshire,  taken  to  show  that  the  manufacturers 
could  live  and  grow  rich  with  no  more  protection  than 
this  bill  would  afford  them.    A  gentleman  from  Vermont 
has  informed  the  committee  that  all  these  swift  witnesses, 
if  not  banknipts  at  the  time  they  testified,  were  found  to 
be  BO  soon  afterward,  perhaps  before  the  papers  to  which 
they  subscribed  their  names  reached  the  Treasury  De- 
partnnent.   Looking  into  the  debates  of  the  other  House, 
I  found  that  an  honorable  Senator,  referring  ^o  this  bill, 
declared  it  a  peace-oiTering  to  South  Carolina;  but  unfor- 
tunately for  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  dominant  party  in 
South  Carolina  are  not  satisfied  with  it,  for  it  does  not  al- 
together abandon  the  idea  of  protection,  and  does  not 
consequently    remove    their    constitutional    objections. 
Turning  to  another  party  in  that  State,  the  Union  party, 
it  vv^ill  be  found  that  they  do  not  want  this  bill,  for,  in  the 
lang'uag'c  of  one  of  its  distinguished  members,  it  will  en- 
tail  nullification  on  them  forever,  and  make  those  tri- 
umphant there,  who  have  arraigned  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws.      I  again  ask,  under  whose  auspices  does  this  bill 
come  before  us,  and  where  shall  we  look  for  its  paternity  ? 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
referring;' to  the  manner  in  which  the  bill  had  been  assailed 
on  all  sides  of  the  House,  tells  us  gentlemen  are  hard  to 
please,  and,  in  illustration  of  his  views,  tells  the  story  of  a 
man  who  was  continually  finding  fuult  with  the  weather — 
it  was  always  either  too  hot  or  too  cold,  too  wet  or  too 
dry.     Sip,  no  blame  should  be  attached  to  us  because  wc 


find  fault  with  the  bill:  the  gentleman  will  not  condescend 
to  enlighten  us;  we  have  to  grope  our  wa^r  in  the  <Urk. 
By  one  view  of  the  bill  it  may  well  be  said  it  is  too 'hot  ( 
by  another  it  may  with  equal  propriety  be  said  to  be  too 
cold.  A  gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  with  g^eat  abi* 
lity  shown,  and  his  arguments  have  not  yet  been  answered, ' 
that  by  following  out  the  reasoning  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  his  report,  if  this 
bill  should  become  a  law,  in  less  than  eighteen  months 
we  shall  have  an  empty  treasury;  that,  to  make  out  the 
estimate  necessary  to  meet  the  actual  wants  of  the  Go- 
vernment, three  millions,  it  is  assumed,  are  to  be  derived 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
this  too  when  a  bill  had  passed  the  other  House,  and  was 
on  its  way  here  to  distribute  those  proceeds  for  a  consi- 
derable time  to  come .  A  further  assumption  is  found  ne- 
cessary, in  setting  down  as  money  ofl  hand  the  amount  of 
two  millions  or  more  which  has  already  been  appropriated 
for  specific  purposes,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  for  at  any 
moment,  and  when  called  for  must  be  paid  out.  It  has 
been  also  shown  that  the  committee,  in  makin^f  their  esti- 
mate of  expenses  have  fallen  short  of  what  will  be  found 
the  real  expenses  for  at  least  a  few  years,  by  nearly  a 
million  of  dollars;  and  I  refer,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  the  sum 
which  will  be  required  to  pay  the  pensions  of  the  sur- 
viving officers  and  soldiers  or  the  revolution. 

Another  gentleman,  [Mr.  Applxtok,]  in  an  unanswer- 
able argument,  has  taken  another  and  a  different  view  of 
tiie  probable,  if  not  certain  operations  of  this  bill.  He 
has  shown  that,  although  its  professed  object  is  to  reduce 
the  revenue  six  millions,  the  data  furnished  by  the  com- 
mittee lead  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  that  it  will  increase 
it  one  or  more  millions;  that  as  you  decrease  imposts,  you 
increase  imports;  and  when  you  destroy  your  manufac- 
tures at  home,  you  furnish  a  market  for  manufactures  from 
abroad.  I  am  indebted,  said  Mr.  P.,  for  a  very  plain  il- 
lustration, in  connexion  with  this  argument,  to  what  I  read, 
a  day  or  two  ago,  in  a  Rliode  Island  newspaper.  A  rope- 
dancer  anxious  to  "raise  the  wind,"  and  that  too  suddenly,' 
put  his  tickets  at  a  dollar  each ;  his  visiters  were  conse- 
quently few.  He  was  afterwards  advised  to  fix  his  price 
of  admittance  at  fifty  cents,  and  his  profits  were  found  to 
be  more  than  twice  as  large  as  before;  and  when>his  doors 
were  thrgwn  open  to  all  who  could  pay  him  twenty-five 
cents,  he  himself  was  astonished  at  his  profits.  Sir, 
who  is  prepared  to  say  that  if  our  imposts  are  reduced 
three-fourths,  our  revenue  will  not  be  increased?  I  will 
then  say  t(5  the  committee  that  this  bill  which  satisfies  no 
one,  is  advocated  by  no  one,  meets  the  views  of  no  one, 
and  promotes  not  one  of  the  interests  of  the  country,  b 
urged  upon  our  consideration  under  very  singular  and  j>c- 
culiar  circumstances.  In  the  whole  history  of  our  legis- 
lation, has  there  been  hitherto  any  thing  like  it.^  We  hare 
been  required  to  vote  before  we  could  hear  from  our 
constituents.  -  We  are  called  upon  to  adopt  this  bill  at 
this  short  session,  when  at  the  last  we  spent  six  months  in 
adjusting  the  tariff  in  a  way,  as  I  at  the  time  thought,  sa- 
tisfactory to  all  the  interests  of  the  country  except  the 
manufacturers  themselves.  We  are  called  upon  for  action 
when  we  have  not  received  a  single  petition  or  memorial 
from  those  we  represent,  to  repeal  an  act  which  has  not 
yet  gone  into  operation,  and  will  not  until  the  3d  of 
March  next,  ana  this  under  circumstances  which  en- 
tirely preclude  the  possibility  of  any  light  from  home. 
Sir,  when  the  people  called,  I  have  always  been  led  to 
believe  it  would  be  time  enough  for  us  to  act,  and  not 
until  then.  I  appeal  to  those  who  were  members  in 
1826-7,  and  in  1828-*9,  and  who  were  here  at  the  last 
session,  to  refer  to  those  times,  to  show  the  difference  in 
our  situations,  to  legislate  correctly  then  and  now.  We 
had  then  not  only  all  the  light  and  all  the  information 
which  could  reach  us  in  the  form  of  memorials  and^  peti- 
tions from  men  and  conventions,  composed  of  the  most 
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enlightened  and  practical  men  in  the  country,  but  wit- 
nesflca  on  the  stand  and  before  the  committees  of  the 
House;  both  interests  were  represented,  and  the  informa- 
tion was  not  confined  to  one  side  of  the  qtiestton.  -  Sir, 
how  do  we  now  stand?  If  there  be  any  information,  if 
there  have  been  any  calls  from  the  quarter  mentioned,  it 
has  not  ^reached  usf  it  may  be  locked  up  in  the  room  of 
the  committee  who  reported  this  bill — it  may  have  reach- 
ed them. 

I  promised,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  show,  by  a  reference  to  the 
annual  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
this  bill  would  not  have  received  his  sanction.  There  is 
but  little  which  that  able  State  paper  contains  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tariff,  but  what  nwst  meet  with  a  hearty  re- 
sponse from  every  patriotic  American.  Perhaps  some 
thorough-going  bigoted  tariff  men  may  file  their  excep- 
tionato  most  of  what^he  President  says  on  this  subject. 
I  do  not  know  any  such  in  the  State  from  which  I  come; 
if  there  be  any,  they  will  not  find  in  me  a  faithful  repre- 
sentative of  what  they  may  call  their  interest.  Our  na- 
tional debt,  as  we  have  been  repeatedly  told,  is  paid,  and 
the  revenue  must  be  brought  down,  as  all  reasonable  men 
will  concede,  to  the  pressing  and  necessary  wants  of  the 
Government.  As  to  what  those  wants  are,  and  what  our 
expenditures  should  be,  honest  men  may  fairly  differ,  but 
few,  if  any,  I  think,  can  have  tl)e  hardihood  to  question 
the  correctness  of  the  abstract  proposition.  The  Presi 
denty  I  contend,  recommends  no  course  calculated  to  de- 
stroy the  institutions  of  our  country;  to  violate  the  faith 
of  the  nation  to  individuals;  to  bankrupt  thousands,  if  not 
millions  of  the  people  of  this  country.  If  the  revenue  is 
more  than  the  wants  of  the  Government  require,  it  must 
be  reduced^  but,  sir,  does  he  recommend  the  destruction 
of  discriminating  duties,  or  intimate  a  wish  to  withhold  in- 
cidental protection  ?    Far  from  it. 

[Here  Mr.  P.  read  the  following  extracts  from  the  Pre- 
sident's anmial  message:] 

•*  The  final  removal  of  this  great  burden  (public  debt) 
from  our  resources,  affords  the  means  of  furtlier  provision 
for  all  the  objects  of  general  welfare  and  public  defence, 
which  the  constitution  authorizes,  and  presents  the  occa- 
sion for  such  further  reduction  in  the  revenue  as  may  not 
be  required  for  them.  From  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  seen  that,  after  the  present 
year,  such  a  reduction  may  be  made  to  a  considerable 
extent;  and  the  subject  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  in  the  hope  that  the  combined 
wiidooi  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  v  ill  devise 
su^  meana  of  effecting  that  salutary  object  as  may  re- 
iQOve  tfeKwe  burdens  which  shall  be  found  to  fall  unequally 
upon  any,  and  as  may  promote  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  community. 

^'JLong  and  patient  reflection  has  strengthened  the 
opinions  I  have  heretofore  expressed  to  Congress  on  this 
subject;  and  I  deem  it  my  duty,  on  the  present  occasion, 
again  to  urge  them  on  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
-The  soundest  manms  of  public  policy,  and  the  principles 
upon  which  our  republican  institutions  are  founded,  re- 
commend a  proper  adaptation  of  the  revenue  to  the  ex- 
penditure, and  they  also  require  that  the  expenditures 
shall  be  limited  to  what,  by  an  economical  administration, 
shall  be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of  the  Government, 
and  necessary  to  an  efficient  public  service.  In  effecting 
this  adjustment,  it  Is  due,  injustice,  to  the  interests  of  the 
different  States,  and  even  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union 
itielf,  that  the  protection  afforded  by  existing  laws  to  any 
branches  of  the  national  industry  should  not  exceed 
^hat  nay  be  necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of 
foreign  nations,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  those  articles 
of  manufacture  essential  to  the  national  independence  and 
safety  in  time  of  war.  If,  upon  investigation,  it^shall  be 
found,  as  it  is  believed  it  will  be,  that  the  legislative  pro- 
tection granted  to  any  particular  interest  is  greater  thin 


is  indispensably  requisite  for  these  objects,  I  recommend 
that  it  be  gradually  diminished,  and  that,  as  far  as  may  be 
consistent  witli  these  objects,  the  whole  scheme  of  duties 
be  reduced  to  the  revenue  standard  as  soon  as  a  just 
regard  to  the  faitli  of  the  Government,  and  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  large  capital  invested  in  establishments  of 
domestic  industry,  will  admit. 

•*That  manufactures  adequate  to  the  sijpply  of  our 
domestic  consumption  would,  in  the  abstract,  be  bene* 
ficial  to  our  country,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt;  and  to 
effect  their  establishment,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  Ameri- 
can citizen  who  would  not,  for  a  while,  be  willing  to  pay 
a  higher  price  for  them.  Bui,  for  thia  purpose,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  a  tariff  of  high  duties,  designed  for  perpetual 
protection,  has  entered  into  the  minds  of  but  few  of  cur 
statesmen.  The  most  they  have  anticipated  is  a  tempo- 
rary, and,  generally,  incidental  protection,  which  they 
maintain  has  the  eflect  to  redtice  the  price  by  domestic 
competition  below  that  of  thfc  foreign  article.  Experi- 
ence, however,  our  best  guide  on  this  as  on  other  sub- 
jects, makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  advantages  of  this 
system  are  not  counterbalanced  by  many  evils,  and  whe- 
ther it  does  not  tend  to  beget,  in  the  minds  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  countrymen,  a  spirit  of  discontent  and  jea- 
lousy dangerous  to  the  stability  of  the  Union. 

**  What  then  shall  be  done?  Large  interests  have 
grown  up  under  the  implied  pledge  of  our  national  legisla- 
tion, which  it  ;would  seem  a  violation  of  public  faithusitd- 
denly  to  abandon.  Nothing  could  justify  it  but  the  public 
safety,  which  is  the 'supreme  law.  But  those  who  have 
vested  their  capital  in  manufacturing  establishments  can- 
not expect  that  the  people  will  continue  permanently  to 
pay  high  taxes  for  their  benefit,  when  the  money  b  nt)t 
required  for  any  legitimate  purpose  in  the  administration 
of  the  Government.  Is  it  not  enough  that  the  high  duties 
have  been  paid  as  long  as  the  money  arising  from  tl>em 
could  be  appfied  to  the  common  benefit  in  the  extinguish- 
ment of  Ihe  public  debt?" 

M^e  have  here,  Mr.  Cliairman,  all  the  President  thought 
proper  to  recommend  to  us  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session.  High  and  unreasonable  tariff*  men  may  not  be 
disposed  to  subscribe  to  all  he  has  said,  but  in  my  opinion 
he  has  said  but  a  little  which  is  not,  at  this  crisis  in  the 
affairs  of  our  country,  substantially  correct,  lie  mani- 
fests no  disposition  to  destroy  existing  institutions,  or 
withdraw  from  them  all  necessary  protection;  no  disposi- 
tion to  see  violated  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Government; 
no  determination  to  be  instrumental  to  the  destruction  of 
discriminating  dutiea  or  incidental  protection.  He  1ms 
not,  I  would  add,  lent  his  aid  to  the  introduction  of  this 
bill.  What  man  who  knows  the  hero  of  New  Orleans 
can  for  a  moment  entertain  the  belief  that  he  would,  by 
any  action  on  his  part,  entail  misery  upon  millions,  bank- 
rupt thousands,  turn  a  sound  and  industrious  portion  of 
our  population  beggars  upon  the  world,  and  \hus  change 
the  laurels  which  now  decorate  his  brows'!  for  "  the  ivy 
which  delights  to  flourish  upon  the  ruins  it  has  made.'* 

I  have  once  referred  to  one  of  the  most  important  bear- 
iiigs  of  this  bill,  the  necessary  result  of  frequent  legisla- 
tion, and  legislating  twice  upon  the  same  subject  within 
a  very  few  months — ^its  effect  upon  contracts  made  by  in- 
dividuals, as  well  as  investments  made  by  them.  On  the 
14th  of  July  last,  after  many  months'  discussion,  and  af^er 
having  the  subject  before  us  the  whole  of  last  session, 
one  of  the  longest  sessions  for  many  years,  we  passed  an 
act  altering  the  duties  on  imports.  That  act  (Kd  not  re- 
ceive my  approbation,  or  the  vote  of  my  colleague.  We 
did  not  think  it  such  an  act  as  would  foster  and  protect 
the  great  interests  we  represent^:  we  were  outvoted. 
The  bill  was  carried  not  by  New  England,  but  by  South- 
ern and  Western  votes.  Our  constituents  were  bound  lo 
submit  to  its  operations,  and  have  prepared  themselves 
accordingly,  hoping,  by  industry  and  economy,  tq  be  able 
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to  live  under  it.  What,  sir,  was  the  import  and  language 
of  this  bill,  when  it  was  paAed  into  a  law,  to  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  >  That  the  policy  of  the  Oovernment 
was  for  a  period  settled;  that  no  further  agitation  of  the 
tariff  would  take  place  during  the  present  Congress,  more 
espectairy  as  the  act  did  not  go  into>  operation  until  the 
expiration  of  the  Congress  itself.  This  was  inferable  also 
as-well  from  the  length  of  time  spent  in  acting  upon  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  as  from  the  satisfaction  which  the 
act  seemed  to  give  to  an  interest  in  the  country  which 
has  lately  manifested  a  decided  hostility^  to  all  protecting 
duties.  Sir,  with  these  views  in  relation  to  this  act,  what 
was  the  natural  supposition  as  to  the  course  which  would 
be  pursued  by  manufacturers  and  others,  whose  interests 
would  be  affected  by  its  operations?  They  would  trim 
their  slieets  to  the  approaching  gale,  (go  on  they  must;) 
to  scud  under  bare  poles,  to  borrow  a  phrase  as  well  as 
an  idea  from  seamanship,  to  lay  to^  would  be  as  bad  as 
sinking,  and  would  inevitably  lead  to  it.  Sir,  they  have 
^one  on;  they  have  made  tlieir  contracts  and  investments, 
and  all  their  arrangements,  under  the  law  of  last  session, 
and  under. the  faith  of  the  Government.  Pass  this  bill, 
sir,  and  what  will  be  the  effect  upon  these  contracts  and 
investments?  Ruin;  yes,  sir,  utter  ruin;  brought  upon 
them  by  a  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  their  Govern- 
ment. HereaAer  they  must  not  only  insure  against  fire 
and  flood,  assailing  thieves  and  robbers,  but  against  the 
capricious  legpslatioa  of  their  country,  and  the  mutability 
of  an  American  Congress.  Take,  for  illustration,  one  of 
the  interests  of  the  State  from  which  I  come,  and,  if  I 
may  be  excused  for  a  little  Latin,  "  ab  una  diaee  omnea," 
The  citizens  of  Rhode  Island  have  invested  in  cottons  ten 
millions  of  capital.  To  use  it  arlvantageously,  they  are 
compelled  to  mafie  contracts  daily  and  every  day  in  the 
year,  many  of  ihevf^  not  consummated  in  a  year  after 
they  are  made.  All  these  contracts  were  made  in  refer- 
ence to  the  law  of  last  session,  but  by  the  passage  of  tliis 
bill  they  will  be  directed  and  governed  by  a  new  law  af- 
fecting and  bringing  ruin  on  this  interest  to  the  amount 
of  millions.  Who  would  say  that,  for  all  losses  occasioned 
by  this  frequent  legislation,  every  man  who  suffered 
would  not  have  an  equitable  claim  upon  the  Government 
for  indemnity  ?  And  no  Government  disposed  to  do  justice 
to  the  governed,  would  withhold  the  indemnity.  No  one 
which  would  thus  violate  its  faith  .to  its  citizens  could  lung 
command  their  affections,  or  preserve  their  attachments; 
and  let  me  add,  that  none  ought  to,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment. Where  property  is  held  by  such  a  brittle  tenure, 
love  of  country  caimot  exist  there.  The  whole  history 
of  the  legislation  of  the  country  shows  that  Congress  has 
hitherto  sedulously  watched  and  carefully  provided  against 
any  violation  of  contracts  or  hostility  to  investments  made 
under  the  &ith  of  the  Government. 

The  act  of  1789,  approved  July, 4,  went  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  August  following. 

Hemp  and  cotton  imported  previous  to  December  1, 
1790,  were  exempted  from  the  operations  of  that  act. 

The  act  of  1790,  approved  August  10,  went  into  ope- 
ration on  the  1st  of  January  following.  The  6th  section 
provides  that  all  duties  accruing  under  the  act  of  1789, 
•'between  the  lime  specified  in  the  said  act  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  said  duties,  and  the  respective  times 
when  the  collectors  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  re- 
spective offices  in  the  several  districts,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  remitted  and  dischi|rged,  and  that  in  any  case  in 
which  they  have  been  paid  to  the  United  States,  restitu- 
tion thereof  be  made." 

The  act  of  1797,  approved  March  3,  went  into  opera- 
tion on  the  1st  of  July  following. 

The  act  of  1804,  approved  March  27,  went  into  ope- 
ration on  the  1st  of  July  following. 

The  act  of  1816,  approved  April  27,  went  into  opera- 
tion on  the  1st  of  July  following.     In  it  there  is  a  proviso 


exempting  from  the  operations  of  the  act  cotton  piece 
goods  imported  in  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  which 
sailed  thence  before  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  arrived 
between  June  30,  1816,  and  June  1,  1817. 

The  act  of  1824,  approved  May  22,  went  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  July  following.  It  contains  a  proviio,,that 
tlie  provisions  of  the  act  should  not  apply  to  importa- 
tions of  goods  from  ports  or  ]ilaces  eastward  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  or  beyond  Cape  Horn,  before  the  Ist  day 
of  January  ensuing. 

The  woollens  bill,  which  passed  this  House  in  the  win- 
ter of  1826-'7,  and  was  lost  in  the  Senate  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Vice  President,  was  made  prospective  in  its 
operation.  The  bill  of  the  last  session  was  not  to  j^o  into 
immediate  operation.  By  the  act  of  1828,  it  was  ui tend- 
ed to  provide  against  its  operation  upon  voyajifes  which 
had  been  commenced  and  could  not  be  countermanded; 
and,  because,  in  the  hurry  of  legislation,  that  bill  had  not 
this  provision  in  it,  all  those  who  were  affected  by  it  in  their 
contracts  and  voyages,  made  or  planned  under  the  faith. of 
the  Government,  have  petitioned  for  relief;  and  last  session 
a  bill  in  their  favor  passed  the  Senate  with  but  a  few  dis- 
senting voices.  We  have  now  a  bill  for  their  relief  upon 
our  tables,  which  I  hope  to  see  pass  before  we  adjourn. 
Sir,  when  that  bill  was  under  discussion  the  other  day,  a 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Williams]  said  he 
would  give  to  the  manufacturers  the  same  relief  for  losses 
sustained  by  the  operation  of  our  laws  passed  in  this  way, 
that  he  would  give  to  merchants;  and  with  him,  sir,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  claims  of  the  one 
ought  to  be  s^  favorably  received  as  the  claims  of  the 
other. 

'  As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  hear  from  those  we  re- 
present, th^re  has  reached  us  but  one  voice  on  this  subject 
of  frequent  legislation  and  consequent  injury  to  indivi* 
duals.  The  Legislature  of  my  own  State,  in  their  re- 
solutions, unanimously  adopted,  and  which  have  been 
sent  here, 

Reaolvedf  That  the  effect  of  frequent  alterations  of  the 
tariff  laws  is  to  distract  and  paralyze  the  enterprise  of  the 
merchant,  to  destroy  the  staoility  of  the  markets  for  the 
agriculturist,  and  bring  ruin  lipon  the  manufacturer. 

That  all  branches  of  our  national  industry  have  been 
arranged,  contracts  made,  voyages  projected,  and  busi- 
ness commenced,  under  the  belief  and  expectation  that 
the  tariff  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  was  framed  and 
solemnly  enacted  afler  mature  deliberation,  and  that  re- 
liance could  be  placed  upon  the  stability  of  these  mea- 
sures of  the  Government. 

That,  without  a  counterrailin?  policy  in  the  regulation 
of  trade  with  foreign  nations,  all  branches  of  our  industry 
will  be  paralyzed,  as  was  the  case  before  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  a  similar  voice,  but  one,  perhaps,  much  loud- 
er, from  the  city  of  Albany.  I  have,  said  Mr.  P.,  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at  the  city  hall  in  Albany, 
the  24th  of  this  month,  relative  to  the  tariff  bill  intro- 
duced into  this  House  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  ^ 
[Mr.  VxRPLiKCK.]  It  is  said  to  have  been  the  greatest 
meeting  ever  held  in  that  city.  The  Chief  Justice  of 
the  State  was  the  presiding  officer,  and  Mr.  Knower 
the  near  connexion  of  Governor  Marcy,  whose  name  was 
brought  into  debate  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  WiLDK,]  somewhat,  as  I  thought,  uncourteously, 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  he  had  not  written  a  let- 
ter which  it  had  been  alleged  he  had  written,  and  for 
no  other  purpose  whatever.  I  can  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  that  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  be  also  ac- 
quainted with  Governor  Marcy,  and  that  I  know  him  too 
well,  and  have  known  him  too  lon^,  to  believe  that  he 
will  disavow  any  letter  he  has  written,  or  that  he  ever 
wrote  one  from  considerations  of  his  connexion's  interest. 
I'his  meeting  in  Albany,  speaking  of  the  act  of  last  ses- 
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sion,  and  the  bill  now  before  us,  in  their  preamble  and 
resolutions,  ase  this  language: 

'<  Whereas  a  bill  is  now  pending  before  the  Congress 
ofthe  United  States,  having  for  its  object  a  further  re- 
duction of  the  Uriff  than  was  effected  by  the  law  of  the 
14th  July  last;  which  kw  was  matured  and  passed  at  the 
close  of  a  protracted  session,  and  after  seven  months'  de- 
bate and  deliberation.  And  whereas  a  majority  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the  non -manufacturing 
States  gave  their  assent  to  that  law,  as  will  appear  by  a 
reference  to  the  national  journals.  And  whereas  the  said 
law  was  adopted  as  the  compromise  of  a  great  national 
question,  and  was  designed,  by  its  supportera,  in  the  spi- 
nt  of  mutual  concession,  to  heal  the  animosities  of  local 
interests.  And  whereas  business  transactions  to  a  vast 
amount  have  been  entered  into  in  g^od  faith  under  the 
implied  pledge  of  the  Government,  that  a  law,  involving 
such  a  wide  extent  and  complication  of  interests,  would 
not  be  abandoned  until  its  practical  effects  should  be  as- 
certained. 

**  And  whereas  the  unanticipated  and  premature  aban- 
donment of  the  existing  law,  by  the  same  Congress  that 
enacted  it,  and  the  unforeseen  passage  of  the  pending 
bill,  will  be  a  surprise  upon  all  the  manufacturing  States, 
will  throw  their  business  and  contracts  into  derangement 
and  ruin,  and  will  thereby  produce  incalculable  mischief 
to  all  classes  of  citizens. 

«*  And  whereas  the  passage  of  the  pending  bill  by  the 
present  Congress,  to  go  into  immediate  and  not  prospec- 
tive operation,  will  justly  be  attributed  to  the  menacing 
and  hostile  attitude  of  South  Carolina,  rather  than  to  a 
conviction  produced  by  a  dispassionate  re-examination  of 
the  subject,  and  justice  requires  that  no  sudden  and  un- 
expected change  should  take  place  in  the  policy  of  a  Go- 
vernment affecting  the  great  interests  of  the  community, 
and  such  we  believe  has  been  uniformly  the  provident 
legislation  of  Congress  in  regard  to  tariff  laws  heretofore 
passed:  Therefore, 

"  JReaohedt  That  the  representatives  of  this  State,  in 
both  branches  of  thd  National  Legislature,  be  earnestly 
requested  to  shield  their  constituents,  if  possible,  from 
such  an  act  of  injustice  and  instability." 

I  must  now,  said  Mr.  P.,  dismiss  this  part  of  my  argu- 
ment, perhaps,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  too  long,  but  let 
it  be  understood  it  presents  one  of  the  strongest  objec- 
tions to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 
•  I  have  but  one  request  to  make  of  gentlemen:  If  the 
Government  is  to  indemnify  all  those  who  may  suffer  by 
this  improper  interference  with  their  contracts,  let  them 
calculate  the  expense  to  the  country.  If  indemnity  is 
denied,  let  them  reflect  for  a  moment  on  the  ruin  to 
individuals. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  this  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  its  unequal  bearing  and  operation 
upon  the  various  interests  of  the  country.  It  appears  to 
me,  that  if  the  committee  had  labored  night  and  day 
three  or  four  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  a  bill 
whose  passage  would  prove  destructive  to  all  the  interests 
of  Rhode  Island,  they  could  not  have  been  more  success- 
ful than  they  are  found  to  have  been  in  the  bill  they  re- 
ported. How  this  should  have  happened,  I  know  not; 
but  true  it  is,  without  charging  them  with  any  hostile 
views  in  regard  to  the  State  1  represent,  the  bill,  ff  passed, 
may  destroy  all  its  interests,  and  inevitably  must  the  most 
prominent  ones.  The  protection  given  to  cottons  by  the 
act  of  last  session  is  reduced  from  seven  cents  a  square 
yard,  or,  what  is  equivalent  to  it,  to  one  and  a  quarter 
or  one  and  two  mills.  What  interest  can  Vive  with  such 
a  protection,  or  survive  such  a  change  ^  Not  this,  as  I 
^  expect  to  show.  The  duty  on  cordage,  tarred  twine, 
and  cables  is  reduced  from  four  to  three  cents  per  pound; 
untarred  twine,  from  five  to  three  cents;  olive  oil,  from 
twenty  to  ten  cents  per  gallon;  on  spirits  from  gi*ain, 


which  now  pay  a  duty  from  first  to  above  fif\h  proof,  fif^y- 
seven  to  ninety  cents  a  gallon,  the  duty  is  reduced  to 
twenty  and  to  forty  cents  a  gallon.  On  spirits  from 
other  materials,  which  now  pay  a  duty  of  fifty-three  and 
eighty-five  cents  a  gallon,  the  duty  is  reduced  to  eighteen 
and  thirty-six  cents  a  gallon.  The  duty  on  wool  is  fixed 
at  fifteen  per  cent.,  on  middling  and  fine  cloths  at  twenty 
per  cent,  on  the  coarse  cloths  at  five  per  cent.  The 
duty  on  worsted  yarn  is  reduced  from  twenty  to  fifteen 
per  cent.,  and  the  duty  on  manufactures  of  woollen  yam, 
from  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  five  cents  per  pound, 
to  fifteen  per  cent.  But  this  is  not  all;  exposed  as  these 
interests  are  by  this  reduction,  and  destroyed  as  many  of 
them  must  be,  some  consolation  might  be  derived  from 
the  reflection,  if  facts  would  warrant,  that  some  benefit 
was  to  be  derived  from  other  parts  of  the  bill.  But  thb 
is  not  80J  Iron,  which  we  do  not  manufacture,  and  is  of 
very  general  use,  is  protected  by  a  duty  of  from  twenty 
to  forty.three,  and,  1  might  add,  one  hundred  per  cent. 
Sugar  is  protected  by  a  duty  of  at  least  seventy-five  per 
cent. ;  molasses  by  as  high  a  duty.  Coffee  by  the  bill  is 
to  pay  a  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound,  and  tea  from  three 
to  ten  cents  per  pound.  Hemp  a  duty  of  thirty  dollars 
per  ton,  and  sail  cloth  wh:it  it  was  charged  with- by  the 
act  of  the  last  session;  so  that  on  every  thing  we  lose^and 
gain  in  nothing. 

Why  these  inequalities?  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  the  majority  of  whom  arc 
free  trade  men,  had  nothing  in  view  byt  the  destruction 
of  the  whole  protective  system,  tlie  course  they  have 
pursued,  and  the  policy  they  have  adopted,  are  unques- 
tionably correct.  Not  having  at  present  the  adequate 
strengrth  to  effect  their  object,  they  must  distract  and  di- 
vide those  who  are  now  opposed  to  their  plans,  that  the 
conquest  may  hewafter  be  more  readily  made .  Hence 
the  necessity  of  conciliating  the  interest  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  the  hea^y  duties  on  iron  and  coal;  Louisiana  and  a 
considerable  part  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
which  in  that  State  find  a  ready  market  for  slaves  and 
other  live  stock,  and  many  of  the  products  of  agricul- 
ture. But  let  Pennsylvania  recollect,  that  if  she  is  mis- 
led by  the  temptations  which  are  now  thrown  in  her 
way,  iier  evil  day  will  come,  and  the  siren  which  now 
allures,  will  be  found  to  be  a  Cyclops  ready  to  devour. 
Sir,  can  that  State  expect  that  the  Eastern  States,  cut  off 
from  all  their  existing  resources,  deprived  of  most  of 
their  wonted  pursuits,  affected,  materially  injured,  in  all 
their  g^'eat  interests,  will,  in  their  struggled  for  life,  sub- 
mit to  pay  the  heavy  duty  which  the  bill  proposes  on 
iron,  20,000  tons  of  which,  from  Sweden  ana  Russia,  are 
annually  manufactured  into  nails,  hoops,  and  plates,  the 
cost  of'^  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  is  only 
about  50  dollars  per  ton?  Sir,  has  not  only  the  manufac- 
turer, but  the  shipowner,  a  direct  interest  in  lowering 
the  duty  on  this  article?  Let  the  representatives  of  that 
State  also  recollect  that  our  manufacturing  establishments 
require  large  quantities  of  English  iron,  (rolled,)  which 
is  imported  in  various  forms,  and  which  costs  in  Great 
Britain  35  dollars  per  ton,  and  with  a  revejiue  duty  of  15 
to  20  per  cent.,  might  be  sold  in  this  country  for  $50, 
whereas  our  manufacturers  and  others  now  pay  75  and  80 
dollars  per  ton  for  it. 

The  motives  which  influenced  the  committee  to  charge 
hemp  with  a  duty  of  30  dollars  per  ton,  I  am  unable  to 
discover.  Certainly  they  didjiot  intend  with  one  blow 
to  injure  at  the  same  time  two  interests,  and  perhaps  de- 
stroy them.  I  refer  to  the  shipping  interest,  and  the  in- 
terest of  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cordage. 
This  course,  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  is  more  to  be 
regretted,  as  this  heavy  duty  promotes  no  interest  in  the 
country.  Kentucky  has  not^  required  it.  The  great 
champion  of  American  industry,  the  father,  if  you  please, 
of  the  American  system,  last  sejuion  declared,  both  in 
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his  seat  and  out  of  it,  what  past  experience  has  proved  to 
be  true,  that  the  hemp  oF  Kentucky  could  not  come  in 
competition  with  that  which  was  imported;  that  the  mode 
of  curing  here  was  so  different  from  that  abroad,  that  the 
one  could  not  take  the  place  of  the  other;  and  he  at  the 
last  session  was  in  favor  of  a  greater  reduction  than  that 
which  was  made  by  the  act  of  the  14tli  July.     If,  sir, 
hemp  could  be  imported  free  of  duty,  as  is  actually  the 
case  in  Great  Britain,  our  ropewalkt),  now  in  a  manner 
idle,  might  be  profitably  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cord- 
age for  exportation,  as  well  as  for  own  vessels.     But, 
under  the  operation  of  this  bill,  vessels  will,  as  they  have 
heretofore  done,  destined  from  this  country  for  Europe, 
take  as  little  cordage  as  they  can  be  safely  navigated  with, 
and  make  up  their  deficiency  on  their  arrival  out;  thus 
transferring  American  capital  to  a  foreign  land,  and  em- 
ploying foreign  labor  instead  of  that  of  our  own  citizens. 
If  this  article  could  be  imported  duty  free,  or  was  subject 
to  only  a  small  impost,  our  own  labor  might  supply  the 
West  Indies  and  South  America  with  cordage; at  any  rate, 
we  could  divide  the  trade  in  this  article  with  the  English, 
give  employment  to  the  mechanics  of  our  own  country,  and 
give  a  stimulus  to  the  navigation  interest,  and  all.  the 
branches  of  national  industry  connected  with  or  depend- 
ent upon  it.     But  pass  this  bill,  and  th*y  have  nothing  to 
hope  for  or  expect.     One  would  suppose  that  the  com- 
mittee had  in  view  the  destruction  of  another  of  our  in- 
terests.    The  duty  on  rum  is  to  be  so  far  reduced,  as  I 
have  already  shown,  I  think,  as  to  enable  the  foreign  to  I 
supply  the  place  of  the  domestic  in  all  our  markets,,  and 
consequently    prostrate   the  whole  of   our  distilleries. 
West  India  rum,  I  am  told,  will  be  brought  for  twenty- 
eight  cents  a  gallon,  third  proof,  hogsheads  and  all,  in  this 
country  for  exportation,  giving  the  vender  the  drawback. 
Such  rum  is  10  per  cent,  above  first  proof,  which  being 
deducted  to  ascertain  the  price  of  first  proof,  leaves  it 
at  only  25.20  cents  per  gallon,  then  deduct  four  cents  for 
the  value  of  the  hogshead,  brings  the  rum  at  twenty-one 
cents  and  eight  mills,  which  is  all  the  rum  netts  the  seller 
in  this  country,  reckoned  first  proof.     The  price  of  New 
England  rum  is  now,  without  the  hogshead,  at  the  distil- 
lery, thirty-three  cents,  and  can  hardly  be  afforded  for 
that;  nor  will  it  probably  be  much  lower  if  the  duty  on 
molasses  should  continue  at  four  or  five  cents.     Then,  sir, 
admit  the  importer  receives  twenty-two  cents  for  first 
proof,  and  pays  eighteen  cents  duty,  it  will  only  raise  it  to 
forty  cents  per  gallon,  seven  cents  above  the  price  of  do- 
mestic rum.     There  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  foreign  rum 
would  have  a  general  preference  in  the  market  at  twenty 
cents  difference  of  price.     Pass  this  bill,  and  domestic 
distilling  must  cease;  the  importation  of  molasses  would 
be  lessened;  our  navigation  feel  the  cflTects  of  it;  and  with 
this  decrease  of  importation,  there  would  be  a  decrease 
of  the  -exportation  of  many  of  those  agricultural  products 
as  well  as  those  things  which  are  drawn  from  the  ocean, 
given  in  exchange  for  this  article.     Sir,  I  lay  out  of  the 
account  the  effect  which  the  destruction  of  this  one  inte- 
rest would  have  upon  the  mechanics  and  laborers  to  whom 
it  directly  and  indirectly  gives  employment. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  consideration  of 
another  article:  that  of  molasses  is  as  much,  if  not  more, 
entitled  to  a  reduction  of  duty  than  any  other.  Its  pre- 
sent duty  is  frequently  equal  to  its  cost  in  the  island  of 
Cuba»  if  we  excv-pt  the  price  of  the  hogshead;  and  the 
duty  proposed  by  this  bill,  of  four  cents  a  gallon,- will  be 
equal  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  75  or  80  per  cent.  If  we 
view  this  article  as  a  material  for  manufacturing,  the  re- 
duction goes  in  aid  of  American  industry,  in  which  may 
also  be  included  the  employ  of  our  vessels  and  seamen. 
If  it  is  considered  as  an  article  of  domestic  consumption, 
it  is  one  of  the  cheapest,  and  most  nutritious,  and  best 
adapted  to  the  use  of  the  poor  and  laboring  classes  of 
any  of  the  foreign  productions. 


[Here  Mr.  Roa.vx,  of  Virginia,  in  an  under  tone,  ob- 
served to  Mr.  P.  that  Yankees  use  it  in  more  wa3'-sthan 
one.] 

Yes,  said  Mr.  P.,  if  our  hasty  puddings  were  not  some- 
times made  to  swim  in  this  as  well  as  milk,  the  bard  of 
Connecticut  could  not  have  sung  with  such  apparent  in- 
spiration the  praises  of  such  a  common  article  of  food  in 
New  England. 

A  reduction  of  the  duty  on  molassep,  or  the  introduc- 
tion of  it  duty  free,  would  not  injure  an^  one  of  the  pro- 
tected articles  of  the  country.  Such  is  the  protection 
given  to  *'Ugar  in  this  bill,  that  the  sugar  interest  of  Loui- 
siana would  not  suffer  by  such  an  introduction,  and  most 
of  the  molasses  of  that  State  does,  and  for  a  long  time 
will,  find  a  ready  market  in  the  West,  and  cannot  be  in- 
jured by  any  successful  competition.  VHhy,  then,  should 
the  duty  be  retained? 

Of  all  the  interests  in  this  country,  which  will  feel  the 
direct  and  immediate  effects  of  this  bill,  that  of  wool  and 
woollens  is  the  most  extensive.  How  far  and  to  what  ex- 
tent they  may  be  injured,  others  are  more  competent 
than  I  am,  sai^Mr.  P.,  to  judge.  No  man  is  better  ac- 
quainted with  their  interests  than  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  BiTxs,]  who  hu  just  . 
taken  his  seat.  Neither,  in  his  estimation,  can  live  under 
the  operations  of  this  bill.  Will  gentlemen  pause  for  a 
moment,  and,  before  they  proceed  in  the  work  of  de- 
struction, reflect  upon  the  extent  of  these  two  interests? 

I'he  capital  in  wool  and  woollens  is,  at  this  time, 
$167,000,000.  Annual  produce,  $40,000,000.  Three- 
fourths  the  produce  of  agriculture. 

The  sheep,  at  this  time,  are  valued  at  140,000,000,  and 
the  number  might  be  quadrupled  in  three  years.  Are 
gentlemen  prepared,  at  one  blow,  to  deprive  us  of  this 
g^eat  produce  by  the  destruction  of  this  immense  capital? 
I  hope  not.  There  is  no  pursuit  which  one  would  sup- 
pose from  the  course  of  our  legislation  was  less  regarded 
than  agriculture:  yet  it  has  engaged  in  it  more  than  five 
times  the  number  of  all  the  others  combined.  It  is  sel- 
dom the  farmer  calls  your  attention  to  his  wants.  He 
seldom  makes  any  demands  or  prefers  any  claims;  and, 
sir,  what  employment  is  there  more  honorable  or  as  use- 
ful? By  honest  industry,  by  hard  labor,  by  the  sweat  of 
bis  brow,  he  is  able  to  sustain  himself,  and*  supply  the 
wants  of  his  country.  Without  this  labor,  where  would 
be  the  comforts  or  necessaries  of  life  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  soil  which  he  cultivates  with  his  la- 
bor is  pledged  for  all  the  requirements  of  the  Govern- 
ment His  fields  are  as  lasting  as  the  eternal  hills,  and 
when  the  tax  gatherer  calls,  he  is  sure  to  find  him.  He 
cannot  change  his  employment  for  any  other.  As  his  lot 
is  cast,  so  it  remains.  His  gains  may  be  sure,  but  they 
are- always  small.  Sir,  what  is  at  this  time  his  great  de- 
pendence? I  speak,  sir,  of  those  in  that  part  of  the 
country  with  which  I  am  best  acquainted,  my  own  home: 
it  is  wool,  if  he  be  the  proprietor  of  the  land  he  culti- 
vates, he  looks  to  this  for  his  grains;  if  but  the  tenant,  to 
this  he  looks  to  enable  him  to  pay  his  rent,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  family.  Let  it  not  be  understood,  be- 
cause we  have  in  Rhode  Island  a  large  manufacturing  in- 
terest, we  \isire  not  a  great  agricultural  interest  also.  Sir, 
if  we  have  but  a  little  soil,  we  endeavor  to  supply  the 
want  of  extensive  fields  by  high  cultivation,  and  placing 
upon  the  lands  we  have  all  the  stock  they  can  possibly 
sustain.  To  this  interest  1  pray  gentlemen  to  turn  their 
attention  before  they  vote  for  this  bill  in  its  present  form. 
Think  of  our  flocks,  and  you  will  have  at  least  some  mis- 
givings before  you  strike  the  blow,  some  compunctious 
visitings.  I  am  animated  with  hope,  and  cannot  but  take 
courage  from  what  1  have  seen  in  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Root.]  Anti-tariff  as  he  may 
be  supposed  to  be,  he  has  offered  us  one  pr.iyer  for  the 
sheep  upon  the  banks  of  the  Delaware. 
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In  regard  to  the  agricultural  interest,  said  Mr.  P.,  I 
miffht  have  said  more,  but  could  not  have  contented  my- 
self with  saying  less.  Early  associations,  an  acquaintance 
with  it  in  all  its  parts  better  than  with  any  other  interest, 
as  it  always  has,  so  it  always  will  engage  me  to  stand  by 
and  sustam  it.  The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  Con- 
tinue to  the  farmer  the  little  pittance  which  he  now  re- 
ceives. Let  him  not  suffer  by  the  direct,  as  he  certainly 
wilU  to  what  extent  I  know  not,  by  the  indirect  operations 
of  this  bill,  if  it  should  pass  with  the  provisions  it  now 
contuns.  If  the  Hessian  fly  has  destroyed  his  g;>in,  let 
not  our  legislation  blast  his  remaining  prospect.  A  remark 
or  two  more  generally  in  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the 
country  to  be  affected  by  the  bill,  and  to  give  all  the 
credit  to  the  committee  they  are  entitled  to.  In  looking 
over  a  comparison  of  the  duties  of  the  act  of  last  session 
with  those  proposed  by  this  bill,  1  iind  that  on  chain  ca- 
bles the  duty  is  to  be  reduced  from  59  to  20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  and,  without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  this 
reduction  will  be  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  rope- 
makers,  the  navigation  of  the  country  will  give  them 
credit  for  it.  And  as  this  Interest  was  not  entirely  over- 
looked, and  was  recognised  as  an  existing  interest,  and 
knowing  as  they  did  that  it  had  to  compete  with  the  navi- 

Sation  of  the  world;  that  it  has  heretofore  been  sustained 
y  the  superior  skill,  industry,  and  enterprise  of  our  na- 
vigators and  seamen,  without  which  it  could  not  have  been 
sustained  at  ail;  that  shipbuilding  is  as  much  a  manufac- 
ture as  any  other;  that  the  mechanics  of  our  country  have 
also  their  rights,  and  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  their 
country;  that  this  navigation  has  been  taxed  with  charges 
upon  ship  registers,  Mediterranean  passes,  and,  until  late- 
ly, with  tonnage  duties,  not  to  mention  others,  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  heavy  charges  on  iron,  hemp,  and  duck, 
should  have  been  altogether  apparently  unobserved  by 
them.  Sir,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  at  the  last  ses- 
sion fought  manfully  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sail  duck.  I 
was  proud  to  fight  with  him,  and  am  now  willing  to  say 
that  to  his  great  exertions  is  the  navigation  of  the  coun- 
try mainly  indebted  for  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  that 
article  last  session  to  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  That  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me  to  say,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the 
reduction  at  that  time  effected  was  not  so  great  as  he 
wished  or  desired.  His  recorded  vc^es  show  that  it  was 
not.  Why  then  has  this  article  been  overlooked  by  him 
in  his  bill  reported  for  the  express  purpose  of  reducing 
the  revenue  six  millions  of  dollars?  Do  not  the  same 
causes  now  exist  which  existed  six  months  a^o  for  its  re- 
duction? Have  any  new  manufactures  of  it  sprung  up 
since  the  last  session,  requiring  the  aid  or  protection  of 
the  Government?  We  have  had  no  petitions  in  favor  of 
further  protection  from  the  manufacturers  in  this  country. 
The  committee  may  be  able  to  solve  what  to  me  is  a  mys- 
tery.    They  have  not  yet  done  it. 

At  the  last  session,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  presented  memo- 
rials and  remonstrances  against  the  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  olive  oil.  I  received  them  from  that  portion  of  my 
constituents  who  are  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery.  I  pre- 
sume, sir,  that  if  it  had  been  generally  known  what  this 
bill  proposed  in  relation  to  olive  oil,  we  should  have  heard 
at  this  session  from  those  whose  interests  may  be  material- 
ly affected  by  the  reduction  upon  it.  The  law  of  1832 
reduced  the  duty  to  twenty  cents  per  g^allon,  and  the  bill 
of  this  session  proposes  a  further  reduction  of  ten  cents. 
1  did  not  have  the  pleasure,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  hear  my  ho- 
norable friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rsan,]  when  he 
addressed  the  committee  a  few  days  ago;  but  knowing  the 
g^at  interest  his  constituents  have  in  the  whale  fishery, 
and  his  watchfulness  in  regnrd  to  all  measures  which  can 
affect  their  interests,  I  doubt  not  he  at  that  time  called 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  operations  of  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  I  am  now  considering.  I  know  not 
the  interests  which  have  called  for  this  reduction,  but  1 


have  heard  it  somewhere  said,  not  here,  that  the  woollen 
manufacturers  require  it.  Sir,  they  have  not,  to  my 
knowledge,  asked  for  it.  Pass  this  bill,  and^my  word  for 
it,  something  more  than  olive  oil  will  be  found  necessary 
to  keep  their  wheels  in  motion.  This  proposed  reduc- 
tion will  be  but  a  poor  compensation  for  the  losses  \hey 
will  sustain  by  the  operation  of  the  bill  generally.  Let 
me  then  call  the  attention  of  tlie  committee  to  the  extent 
and  advantages  to  the  country  of  a  pursuit  which  this  re- 
duction may  severely  affect  and  eventually  destroy.  The 
statement  which  I  read  shows  the  number  of  ships  in  1831, 
and  men  engaged  in  this  business,  the  quantity  of  provi- 
sions consumed,  the  amount  of  foreign  articles  used,  and 
the  quantity  of  sperm  oil  obtained  from  1815  to  1831. 
For  the  last  two  years  the  number  of  ships  has  greatly  in- 
creased, and  the  number  of  men  now  employed  is  more 
than  seven  thousand.  . 

The  Whale  Tmadx.— It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of 
whale  ships  in  the  United  States,  in  1831,  was  300;  the 
number  of  men  employed  in  them  was  about  6,500,  who 
consumed  annually  36,0  0  barrels  flour,  30,000  barreb 
beef  and  pork,  18,000  bolts  of  duck,  6,000,000  sUves, 
2,000  tons  of  cordage,  and  700,000  pounds  of  copper  and 
copper  nails.  The  quantity  of  sperm  oil  obtained  from 
1815  to  1831  is  stated  to  be  as  follows: 

1815  3,944  brU.  1821  48,000  brls.  1827    93,180  bris. 

1816  7,539  1822  42,900  1828    73,077 

1817  .S2,760       .    1823  87,230  1829    79,840 

1818  18,625  1824  92,380  1830  106,829' 

1819  21,323  1825  62,240  1831  110,000 

1820  34,708  1826  32,840 

The  whale, oil  brought  in  1830  was  118,000  barrels, 
and  in  1831,  188,000  barrels;  100  barrels  sperm  oil  will 
produce  27,000  pounds  spermaceti.  The  common  whale 
ships  average  about  1,000  barrels  of  oil. 

Sir,  let  us  view  the  origin,  progress,  and  fluctuations 
of  this  business  as  far  ss  we  have  the  means  of  examina- 
tion. It  had  its  beginning  in  1701 :  at  the  commencement 
of  the  revolutionary  war  it  brought  into  the  province  of 
Massachusetts,  through  the  island  of  Nsntucket  alone, 
167,000  pounds  sterling  annually.  It  then  employed  150 
sail  of  vessels,  with  about  2,000  men,  but  at  the  opening 
of  the  peace  this  number  was  reduced  to  nineteen  sail 
only.  Our  late  war  suspended  this  business  altogether. 
The  statement  I  have  submitted  shows  that,  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war,  the  success  of  this  business  has  increas- 
ed almost  in  a  geometrical  ratio,  and  this,  too,  by  the 
mere  force  of  American  genius,  skill,  and  enterprise,  un- 
aided by  bounties  or  any  direct  encouragement  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  whatsoever, 
and  against  all  the  encouragement,  direct  and  indirect, 
given  by  other  countries,  England,  France,  and  Holland, 
to  this  species  of  fishery. 

Edmund  Burke  might  have  been  an  enthusiast — ^lie  was 
surely  a- prophet,  although  even  more  has  been  realized 
than  his  ardent  imagination  led  him  to  predict  when  he 
pronounced  the  following  eulog^um  upon  the  enterprise 
of  the  New  England  colonists: 

*'Asto  the  wealth,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the  colonies 
have  drawn  from  the  sea  by  their  fisheries,  you  had  all 
that  matter  fully  opened  at  your  bar.  Yeu  surely  thought 
those  acquisitions  of  value,  for  they  seemed  even  to  ex* 
cite  your  env^;  and  yet,  the  spirit  by  which  tlmt  enter- 
prising employment  has  been  exercised,  oug^it  rather, 
in  my  opinion,  to  have  raised  your  esteem  and  admiration. 
And  pray,  sir,  what  in  the  world  is  equal  to  it?  Pass 
by  the  other  parts,  and  look  at  the  nnanner  in  which  the 
people  of  New  England  have  of  late  carried  on  (he  whale 
fishery. 

'^''Whilst  wc  follow  them  among  the  tumbling  mountains 
of  iccT,  and  behold  them  penetrating  into  the  deepest  fro- 
zen recesses  of  Hudson's  Bay  and  Davis's  Straits;  whilst 
we  are  looking  for  them  beneath  the  arctic  circle,  we  hear 
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that  they  have  pierced  into  the  opponte  region  of  polar 
cold,  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes,  and  engaged  under 
the  frozen  serpeilt  of  the  south;  Falkland  island,  which 
seemed  too  remote  and  romantic  an  object  for  the  grasp  of 
national  ambition,  is  but  a  stage  and  resting  place  in  the 
progress  of  their  victorious  industry.  , 

**  Nor  is  the  equinoctial  heat  more  discouraging^  to  them 
than  the  accumulated  winter  of  both  the  poles.  We 
know  that  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  line  and  strike 
the  harpoon  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  others  run  the  lon- 
gitude, and  pursue  their  gigantic  game  alon^  thiS  co^t 
of  Brazil.  No  sea  but  what  is  vexed  by  their  fisheries. 
No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their  toils.  Neither 
the  perseverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  activity  of  France, 
nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  sagacity  of  the  English  enter- 
prise, ever  carried  this  most  perilous  mode  of  hardy  in- 
dustry to  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  pushed  by 
this  recent  people;  a  people  who  are  still,  as  it  were, 
but  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet  hardened  into  the  bone  df 
manhood. 

"  When  I  contemplate  these  things;  when  I  know  that 
the  colonies  in  general  owe  little  or  nothing  to  any  one 
of  ours,  and  that  they  are  not  squeezed  into  this  happy 
form  by  the  constraints  of  a  watchful  and  suspicious  Go- 
vernment, but  that,  through  a  wise  and  salutary  neglect, 
a  generous  nature  has  been  suffered  to  take  her  own 
way  to  perfection;  when  I  reflect  upon  these  effects, 
when  I  see  how  profitable  they  have  been  to  us,  1  feel 
all  the  pride  of  power  sink,  and  all  presumption  in  the 
wisdom  of  human  contrivances  melt  and  die  away  within 
me.  My  rigor  relents.  I  pardon  something  to  the  spirit 
of  liberty.'*  ^ 

A  single  port  in  one  of  the  Eastern  States  sends  annu- 
ally into  the  Pacific  Ocean  more  tonnage  than  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolutionary  war  was  owned  in  the 
whole  thirteen  colonies.  The  port  to  which  I  allude 
(New  Bedford)  employs  almost  exclusively  in  this  fishery, 
which  is  increasing  every  year,  and  I  might  almost  say 
every  month,  50,000  tons  of  shipping.^ 

This  business,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  be  seriously  iniured, 
perhaps  destroyed,  by  this  bill  in  two  ways.  A  duty  of 
ten  cents  a  gallon  on  olive  oil  will  cause  that  article  to 
take  the  place,  to  a  very  great  extent,  of  whale  oil  in  our 
own  markets^  and  a  reduction  of  duty  on  cottons  from  se- 
ven cents  a  s<j^uare  yard  to  one  and  a  quarter  cents,  de- 
stroying that  interest,  as  I  shall  soon  attempt  to  show,  will 
take  from  It  the  great  and  extensive  demand  which  tl\e 
cotton  manufacturers  have  for  it.  And  where,  sir,  can  a 
market  be  found  for  it?  Not  in  England,  who  knows  her 
own  interest  and  the  importance  of  this  business  too  well 
to  suffer  it  te  enter  her  ports.  Pass  this  bill,  and  your 
whale  fishery  must  be  abandoned. 

A  moment's  refiection  upon  the  consequences  of  its 
abandonment,  not  to  the  labor,  wealth,  and  commerce  of 
the  country,  but  to  the  national  arm,  and  I  quit  the  sub- 
ject. In  the  event  of  a  war,  seven  thousand  seamen  will 
be  withdrawn  from  this  pursuit  for  the  national  defence; 
men  who  have  periled  life  and  defied  danger  in  contend- 
ing with  the  leviathan  of  the  deep;  men  who  will  court 
danger  in  fighting  upon  the  ocean  the  battles  of  their 
country.  Sir,  a  recurrence  to  the  events  of  the  late  war 
fully  shows,  that,  without  the  nursery  for  seamen  created 
by  our  fisheries,  this  country  would  not  have  been,  as  it  is 
now  acknowledged  to  be,  the  bravest  and  most  success- 
ful in  naval  warfare  of  any  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
When  the  Guerriere  struck  her  proud  flag  to  the  consti- 
tution, ftom  wliat  nursery  vr^tt  seamen  of  the  latter  drawn  ? 
From  our  fisheries.  A  great  proportion  of  her  crew  were 
from  Marblehead,  Nantucket,  and  New  Bedford.  Turn 
to  all  thq  naval  battles  in  which  we  were  successful,  and 
it  will  be  found  that  the  valiant  sons  of  the  ocean  who 
mainly  contributed  to  our  victories  were  nurtured,  reared 
in  the  American  fisheries.    But  not  in  our  national  ships 
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alone  was  the  enemy  made  to  feel  the  force,  discipline, 
and  education  of  these  men.  Our  private  armed  vessels, 
manned  with  these  men,  scoured  the  ocean,  and  caused  it 
to  blaze  with  the  fires  they  set  to  the  vessels  of  the  ene- 
my, entered  his  harbors,  and,  in  some  instances,  laid  his 
cities  under  contribution.  Sir,  our  enemy  was  made  more 
sensibly  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  war  by  the  dauntless  - 
bravery  and  matchless  skill  of  these  men,  thus  reared, 
than  by  all  our  other  means  of  annoyance  combined. 
Ought  we,  by  any  act  of  legislation,  to  be  cut  off  from  this 
source  of  national  defence,  or  deprived  of  the  means  of 
successful  and  vigorous  naval  warfare?  Paralyze  this  arm 
of  our  national  power,  and  in  the  event  of  another  war  you 
will  not  find  a  sufficient  number  of  American  seamen  to 
man  the  ships  of  the  line  which  now  constitute  in  part  the 
navy  of  the  United  States. 

To  a  consideration  of  the  cottons  of  the  country,  and 
the  undoubted  effect  of  this  bill  upon  them,  I  must  now 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee.  I  regret,  said  Mr.  P., 
that  upon  other  topics  so  much  of  your  time  lias  been  con- 
sumed by  me.  There  are  in  Rhode  Island  more  cotton 
manufactories  than  in  any  other  State,  and  perhaps  as 
much  capital  invested  in  the  cotton  manufacture  as  in  any 
one  in  the  Union.  The  value,  extent,  and  importance  of 
this  business,  the  eflTect  of  this  bill  upon  it,  and  a  history 
of  its  rise  and  progress  in  the  United  States,  must  claim 
our  attention.  In  1789,  the  first  cotton  mill  was  erected 
and  put  into  operation  by  an  enterprising  and  industrious 
foreigner,  in  one  of  the  then  small  villages  in  Rhode 
Island.  For  a  long  period  of  time  the  business  was  pursued 
rather  as  an  experiment  than  otherwise.  I  lived  more 
tthan  half  my  days,  said  Mr.  P.,  within  a  short  distance  of 
cotton  manufactories,  without  ever  having  seen  one.  They 
were  visited  by  itiost  of  our  citizens  from  motives  of  cu- 
riosity until  within  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  I  am 
authorized  to  say,  by  a  ^ntleman  who  may  now  be  with- 
in these  walls,  Uiat,  until  ISOG-T,  the  whole  number  of 
spindles  in  Rhode  Island  (and  there  were  but  few,  if  anyi^ 
at  that  time  in  any  other  State)  would  not  exceed  10,0()0, 
owned  by  citizens  residing^  in  and  about  the  town  of  Pro- 
vidence. If,  sir,  the  number  has  so  far  increased  as  to 
require  for  manufacture  250,000  bales  of  cotton,  and  the 
increase  has  been  the  result  of  the  protection  g^ven  by 
the  Government  to  our  manufactures,  can  that  protection 
in  good  faith  be  withdrawn,  if,  by  withdrawing  it,  the  ma- 
nufacturing establishments  will  be  destroyed?  Will  thev 
be  destroyed  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law  ?  I  think  they  will. 
No  institutions  reared  or  sustained  by  a  protection  of  six 
and  a  half  and  seven  cents  per  square  yard«  when  the 
same  is  suddenly  reduced  to  one  and  a  quarter  and  one 
cent  two  mills  a  scjuare  yard,  can  possioly  stand.  Sir^ 
the  mere  apprehension  of  the  passage  of  this  biU  has  led 
one  indiviaual  with  whom  I  have  of  late  conversed,  to 
say  that  he  would  to-day  sell  all  his  interest  in  one  of 
the  manufactories  of  Rhode  Island  at  a  discount  of  fifly 
per  cent,  upon  its  costs,,  and  that  factory  one  of  the  best 
conducted,  and  most  profitable  concerns  of  the  kind  in 
that  State. 

Mr.  Chairman,  indulge  me  while  I  call  your  attention  to 
the  history  of  our  legislation,  and  its  operation  upon  the  ^ 
cottons  of  this  country,  the  inevitable  effect  of  this  bill ' 
upon  them,  and  the  consequences  which  would  follow  the 
destruction  of  this  branch  of  national  industry. 

The  tariff  of  1816  laying  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  with  % 
minimum  of  25  cents  per  square  yard,  or,  properly  speak- 
ing, a  specific  duty  ot  six  and  a  qujfrter  cents  per  square 
yard,  was  levelled  expressly  at  the  India  cottons,  which 
cost  in  India  nine  cents  per  yard  on  the  average,  and  was 
designed,  as  it  proved  to  be,  prohibitory.  Cotton  yams 
were  also  valuea  at  60  cents  per  pound,  and  paid  25  pec 
cent.  duty.  Our  manufacturers  now  make  an  article  two 
or  three  times  as  valuable,  and  sell  it  at  25  per  cent,  less 
than  the  cost  of  those  cottons  in  India.    They  also,  very 


1507 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1508 


H.  ov  R.] 


TluThnff  BUL 


[Jav.  30,  1833. 


early  after  1816,  commenced  manufacturing  other  descrip- 
tions of  cotton  goods,  with  which  we  had  heretofore  been 
supplied  from  England,  and  thus  commenced  the  compe- 
tition with  her,  which  has  continued  ever  since,  and  been 
gradually  extended  to  finer  and  more  valuable  kinds  of 
goods,  in  which  they  have  been  aided  by  the  act  of  1818, 
repealing  the  clause  in  the  act  of  1816,  which  reduced 
the  duty  to  20  per  cent,  to  commence  in  1819;  by  the 
act  of  1824,  raising  the  minimum  to  30  cents  on  plain  cot- 
tons, and  35  cents  on  colored  and  prints,  and  to  75  cents 
per  pound  on  colored  yarn;  and  b^  that  of  1838,  which 
added  five  cents  more  to  each  minimum  on  cloth;  that  of 
1832  takes  off  the  addition  made  in  1828.     These  duties 
are  prohibitory  on  all  goods  of  the  description  of  those 
formerly  imported  from  India,  and  on  some  more  valuable 
descriptions,  and,  of  course,  a  less  duty  would  answer  for 
the  manufacture  of  these,  and  still  be  prohibitory.    There 
is  such  a  ytry  great  variety  of  cotton  manufactures,  dif- 
fering in  appearance  and  value  by  such  slight  shades,  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  levy  different  rates  of  duties  on 
each,  without  leading  to  gross  frauds,  and  thus  defeating 
the  protection  intended  to  be  given.    Besides,  the  great 
fluctuations  in  the  market,  the  alternate  gluts  and  scarci- 
ties, are  such  as  to  require  the  duties  to  be  much  higher 
than  would  otherwise  be  required.    Should  the  specific 
duty  be  abandoned,  and  give  place  to  that  provided  in  the 
bill,  the  manufacturers  would  at  once  lose  their  market 
for  all  but  the  coarsest  descriptions  of  cotton  goods,  and 
in  these  would  meet  with  foreign  competition  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.    A  coarse  and  cheap  article  would  be 
made  of  Surat  and  Bengal  cotton,  which  costs  but  half  as 
much  in  Liverpool  as  the  Carolina  and  Georgia  cotton,  of 
which  our  manufacturers  make  such  g^oods,  and  our  mar- 
ket would  be  filled  with  them,  as  it  is  well  known  such 
goods  are  made  in  England  of  India,  cotton.     Beades, 
those  of  our  manufacturers  who  are  now  making  the  finer 
description  of  goods  would  have  to  stop  entirely,  (of  this 
there  is  no  question,)  or  turn  upon  the  coarse  article,  and 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  a  business  which,  at  this  moment, 
does  not  pay  but  a  limited  profit,  as  I  will  soon  fully  show, 
(and  it  is  believed,  I  have  certainly  been  so  told,  many 
mills  have  run  the  past  year  without  making  six  per  cent, 
on  their  capital,)  would  at  once  be  ruined  by  such  acces- 
sions to  the  supply  both  at  home  and  from  abroad;  con- 
sequently, the  whole  cotton  manufacture  of  the  country 
would  be  absolutely  ruined  by  the  proposed  bill,  and  the 
50  to  60,000,000  dolUrs  invested  in  it  be  sunk,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  owners  of  this  capital  would  become 
bankrupts.    It  would  iall  particularly  heavy  on  many  en- 
terprising men  of  the  laboring  and  mechani(»d  classes, 
who  have  invested  all  the  haird  earnings  of  their  whole 


is  built  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper  in  Engknd 
than  in  this  country,  owing  to  the  price  ot  iron,  coal,  and 
labor.  Besides,  the  labor  on  many  kinds  of  cotton  eoods 
is  much  greater  than  on  woollens,  and  the  price  of  labor 
cannot  be  reduced  so  low  in  this  countnr  as  to  enable  us 
to  compete  with  England  in  this  manuncture,  except  of 
the  very  coarsest  kinds,  without  more  decided  oommer- 
dal  regulations  than  are  contained  in  this  bill.  - 

Another  important  feature  in  this  bill,  and  to  our  ma- 
nufacturers a  very  odious  one,  is,  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  cotton  yarn  from  fifteen  cents  per  pound  on  un- 
bleached or  uncolored,  and  eighteen  and  three-fourths 
cents  on  colored  or  bleached,  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
This  reduction  would,  if  possible,  more  emphatically  ruin 
this  business  than  any  other.  A  pound  of  No.  20  cotton 
yarn,  I  am  told,  would  pay  about  one  and  a  half  cent* 
duty.  This  would  make  three  and  a  half  yards  of  cIoth» 
and  the  duty  would  be  less  than  half  a  cent  per  yard. 
Under  such  a  duty  yams  would  be  imported  on  the  beam, 
ready  prepared  for  weaving  by  power  looms,  if,  indeed, 
the  owner  of  the  looms  should  be  able  to  weave  it,  against 
his  Manchester  competitor.  An  intelligent  constituent, 
after  readinrthis  bill,  in  his  indignation  exclaimed — **the 
devil  was  behind  the  curtain  when  this  bill  was  draughted, 
and  the  manufacturers  of  Manchester  must  have  been 
present  when  it  was  done,  or  the  duty  on  yarn  would  ne- 
ver have  been  reduced  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem.'' 
Many  of  the  cotton  mills  which  manufacture  yam  exclu- 
sively, are  owned  by  men  of  small  property,  mostly  me- 
chanics and  farmers,  who  have  a  small  stream  of  water 
on  their  farms,  and  who  have  thus  been  induced  to  invest 
all  their  money  in  these  nulls,  and  to  give  their  principal 
attention  to  them.  Many  of  these  mills  are  located  in  the 
Middle  States,  and  many  more  in  New  England.  But  at 
Paterson,  in  New  Jersey,  most  of  the  large  and  valuable 
mills  are  employed  in  making  yams,  but  all,  wherever 
situated,  will  shut  down  their  gates  on  the  day  this  bill 
passes,  and  the  owners  of  many,  very  many,  of  these  be- 
come bankrupts;  sufTerinr  and  starvation  soon  overtUce 
the  men,  women,  and  chiMren,  employed  in  them. 

I  will  now  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the  allegations 
frequently  made  here,  that  the  profits  of  cotton  msmilac- 
tories  are  such  as  would  well  warrant  the  Government  in 
withdrawing  the  protection  which  has  been,  ever  since 
1816,  extended  to  them.  I  fortunately,  said  Mr.  P.,  have 
documents  in  my  hands  emanating  from  the  Treatuir 
Department,  by  which  these  allegations  are  diflprovea; 
documents  for  which  I  am  at  this  time  indebted  to  the 
courtesy  of  the  public  printer.  As  they  have  not  yet 
been  published  and  laid  upon  our  desks,  before  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  this  testimony,  permit 


lives  in  the  fixtures  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business;  me  to  state  a  fact  furnished  by  a  friend  now  in  Una  dty. 


next  would  come  the  laboring  classes  who  still  work  in 
the  cotton  mills  for  the  owners.  Thus  would  125,000 
persons,  and  as  many  more  connected  with,  and  dependent 
upon  them,  be  turned  out  of  employment;  next  in  the  se- 
ries of  victims  would  be  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
mills,  who  would  lose  their  market  for  their  productions. 
The  meclianics,  tradesmen,  merchants,  clerks,  &c.  &c. 
would  follow  in  the  train;  in  fact,  all  who  are  interested 
In  the  trade,  and  all  connected  with  them,  and  almost  all 
classes  in  the  manufacturing  States,  thus  connected,  would 
be  ruined. 

The  duty  under  the  bill  cannot  be  conndered  otherwise 
than  twenty  percent,  ad  valorem;  consequently,  the  range 
of  duties  would  be,  instead  of  seven  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard,  as  under  the  law  of  1832,  from  three-fourths 
ot  one  cent  to  two  cenU  per  yard.  We  manufacture  but 
few  g^ds,  the  like  of  which  would  be  imported  at  over 
two  cenU  duty.  The  average,  as  far  as  there  ^ould  be 
any  average,  would  be  from  one  to  two  cents,  which  is  no 
protection  at  all.  This  is  the  solemn  conviction  of  the 
Vast  majority  of  cotton  manufacturers.     Machinery  itself 


the  truth  of  which  is  susceptible  of  the  clearest  proof-- 
that,  since  the  year  1816,  the  proprietors  of  twenty-eight 
of  the  thirty-six  cotton  mills  on  one  of  the  streams  of 
water  in  Rhode  Island  have  become  bankrupts^  and  the 
owners  of  the  residue  have  realized  less  than  ^y^  per 
cent  per  annum  upon  their  investments.  With  this  net 
before  us,  who  can  say  that  this  pursuit  has  been  so  pro- 
fitable as  to  warrant  us  in  adopting  that  part  of  this  bill 
which  will  withdraw  from  it  the  protection  it  now  has, 
and  with  which  it  has  too  often  been  found  a  losing 
concern?  I  will  now  send  to  the  Chair,  to  be  read  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,  the  answer  of  an  intelligent  and 
practical  man,  himself  a  manufacturer,  and  well  acquaint- 
ed with  all  that  pertains  to  the  business  and  whose  state- 
ments will  be  rei^ected  wherever,  and  by  all  to  whom 
he  is.known. 

Jtrmoer  of  John  Whipj^k^  of  Prooiimet^  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Aland,  to  the  tnUrrogatorieB  propounded  by  Mr* 
Samuel  Slater,  for  the  TVeaaury  JJ^miment,  injpureu- 
£tnce  of  a  reeo&Hen  of  the  House  of  Repreatntativee  of 
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the  Congren  of  the  United  States^  of  the  19M  of  Janua- 

Ty^  1833« 

To  the  five  first  quettions*  I  answer,  that  Ephraim 
Talbot  and  myself  are  the  present  owners  of  the  Hope 
mill,  in  Scituate,  in  the  county  of  Providence.  The  &- 
brie  manafactared  is  cotton  cloths,  and  the  power  is  water. 
It  was  built  in  1806,  by  a  joint  stock  company,  and  during 
the  years  1806,  'T,  and  '8, 2^000  spindles  were  put  into  ope- 
ratioo,  and  $85,000,  in  cash,  expended.  No  dividends, 
or  receipts  6f  any  kind,  were  realized  until  1821,  when 
the  establishment  was  sold  to  Mr.  Talbot  and  myself  for 


paid,  there  remained  $8,000  to  be  divided.     Simple  in 
terest  upon  the  $85,000  will  amount  to  over  $70,000. 
Deduct  the  $8,000  received,  and  the  balance  of  loss  is 
$144,000. 

Since  our  ownership,  over  50,000  dollars  has  been  ex- 
pended, and  3,400  spindles  set  in  motion;  and  if  it  is 
admitted  that  since  1821  there  has  been  a  profit  of  five 
per  cent,  as  stated  by  Bfr.  Talbot,  still  the  question  pro- 
pounded being  "  the  annual  rate  of  profits  on  the  capi- 
tal invested  since  the  establishment  of  the  manufactory,"  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an  almost  entire  loss  of 
one  capital  of  $85,000,  and  fourteen  years'  interest;  and 
what  loss  or  what  gain  the  present  owners  may  realize, 
depends  upon  the  present  value  of  the  establishment, 
which  value  is  itself,  in  a  great  measure,  dependent  upon 
the  future  measures  of  "Government. 

Upon  this  subject  of  profits,  prejudices  of  an  extreme- 
ly injurious  character  prevail,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  the 
Korthern  and  Middle,  and,  very  generally,  in  the  South- 
ern States.  The  cotton  and  woollen  maniifacturers  are 
represented  as  greedy  monopolists,  who  are  not  satisfied 
with  fortunes  uready  accumulated,  under  fiivor  of  the 
Government,  and  at  the  expense  of  other  interests,  but 
are  still  urging  additional  protection.  These  representa- 
tions, made  by  persons  hostile  to  the  American  system, 
are  founded  partl;^  on  vague  and  general  rumor,  and 
partly  on  the  mjuducious,  and,  as  I  conceive,  extravagant 
statements  of  some  of  the  manufacturers  themselves.  In 
the  sprin?  of  1829,  a  manufacturer  of  cotton  cloths  had 
convmced  himself,  and  endeavored  to  convince  me,  that 
25  per  cent,  annual  profit  had  been,  and  would  continue 
to  be,  the  usual  result  of  that  employment.  He  is  a  ju- 
dicious and  intelligent  man,  and  of  considerable  experi- 
ence in  the  business;  and  yet  in  the  succeeding  summer 
he  failed,  and  paid  but  forty  or  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar. 
Larger  stories  even  than  this  had  come  up  to  us  from 


rates,  and  our  ability  to  live  under  a  very  great  reduction 
of  them.  That  and  other  similar  queries  probably  arose, 
directly  or  indirectly,  from  what  I  deem  the  mere  vapor- 
ing of  injudicious  and  inexperienced  men. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  such  opinions  do  prevail  to  a 
considerable  extent,  no  counter  opinion,  unless  confirmed 
by  proof  of  its  correctness,  can  be  expected  to  be  listened 
to.  I  will  therefore  first  state  my  opinion  of  past,  and 
the  probable  future  profits,  and  the  nets  on  which  I  rely 
for  its  confirmation;  and  as  all  such  opinions,  and  even 
statements  of  facts,  are  liable  to  material  errors,  I  shall 


921,000;  and  the  outstanding  debts  of  the  company  being  make  them  public  previous  to  forwarding  them  to  the 


proper  department,  in  order  that  my  misstatements  (if 
any)  may  be  corrected  by  those  in  this  section  of  the 
country  who  are  opposed  to  us  as  to  the  expediencv  of 
protective  laws,  and  who,  living  here,  have  equal  or  bet- 
ter  means  of  information. 

If  by  profit  is  meant  the  nett  g^in  to  the  capitalists,  all 
expenses,  including  interest  of  money,  being  deducted,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island,  the  residence  of  the  owners  of  more  than 
half  the  number  of  the  cotton  spindles  in  the  country, 
there  has  been  no  profit,  but  a  loss.  I  feel  well  assured 
that  four  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  all  the  capital  invest- 
ed in  those  two  States,  added  to  the  original  investments^ 
would  much  exceed  all  the  profits  added  to  the  present 
value  of  the  establishments.  I  also  feel  a  great  confidence 
in  the  opinion  that  the  manufacture  of  cotton  is  not  a  busi- 
ness upon  which  anv  average  rate  of  interest  or  profit 
can  be  predicated;  that  the  capital  invested  in  it  can  with 
no  propriety  be  termed  '*  stock,"  but  that  a  mill  and  its 
appenoages  approach  nearer  to  a  set  of  tools,  their 
productiveness  depending  on  the  skill  with  which  they 
are  used,  more  than  on  aay  thing  inherent  in  the  tools 
themselves. 

The  Hope  mill,  in  this  State,  and  the  Pomfret  mill,  in 
Connecticut,  (owned  in  this  State,)  were  erected  in  the 
year  1806.  The  former  with  a  capital  of  $85,000,  and 
2,000  spindles;  the  latter  with  a  capiUl  of  $60,000,  and 
1,000  spindles.  They  have  both  been  in  operation  for 
twenty-six  years,  manufacturing  similar  fabrics,  and  en- 
countering the  same  markets.  The  former  during  most 
of  the  time  was  unskilfully  managed,  and  the  latter  with 
as  much  prudence  and  forecast  as  ever  mingled  in  any 
business.  Nearly  $^50,000  has  been  lost  by  the  one,  and 
about  $300,000  made  b^  the  other.  This  latter  mill,  as 
I  was  assured  by  an  active  owner  a  few  days  since,  has 
realized  aii  actual  profit  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum, 
Boston,  for  several  years  previous  to  1829.'  Actual  divi-Lfrom  1806  down  to  the  present  time.    It  is  the  general 


dends,  it  was  said,  of  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  had  been 
made  from  year  to  year,  and  capital  flowed  into  the  cot- 
ton business,  excited  by  these  and  similar  statements,  to 
an  unprecedented  amount.  In  the  summer  and  fiiU  of 
1829,  however,  it  was  ascertained,  as  I  am  informed  and 
believe,  that  an  actual  loss  of  at  least  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  sustained  by  the  city  of  Boston  alone.  The 
experience  of  past  years  is  wholly  disregarded,  and  again 
we  hear  of  new  millions -advanced,  and  the  old  stories  of 
SO  per  cent,  profit  sounded  larger  than  ever,  and  even  by 
some  of  the  manufitcturers  themselves.  I  am  even  tola 
that  something  like  this  has  been  stated  by  a  worthy  and 
intelli^nt  manufacturer,  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 
,  While  such  statements  proceed  from  such  sources,  we 
(night  not  to  be  surprised  that  some,  even  of  the  friends 
of  the  tariff,  should  propose  a  reduction  of  duties;  nor 
ought  we  to  complain,  snould  it  be  ascertained  that  the 
twenty-ninth  query  proposed  to  the  Rhode  Island  manu- 
fiicturers  embodied  the  real  opinions  of  some  of  the  advo- 
cates of  the  American  system.  That  query  contemplates 
%  reduction  of  the  duties  to  12)  per  cent,  ad  valoiiem, 
and  asks  us  "  if  we  should  be  obliged  to  abandon  our 
business,  or  should  we  continue  to  manufacture  at  reduced 
pncet?'^    It  presupposes  very  large  profits  at  present 


opinion  here,  that  the  success  of  this  mill  is  as  much 
above  the.other  mills  in  the  State,  as  that  of  the  Hope  is 
below  it.  I  feiel  very  confident  Uiat  there  is  no  mill  in 
Rhode  Island  or  Massachusetts,  the  profits  of  which,  for 
a  series  of  years,  will  bear  any  comparison  to  it.  These 
are  extreme  cases;  but  there  are  a  great  number  of  others, 
in  which  the  variations  in  the  results  are  so  g^eat  as  to 
justify  the  opinion  that  tools,  and  not  stock,  is  the  appro- 
priate term  for  a  cotton  mill;  and  that  we  can  calculate 
with  the  same  propriety  upon  the  average  rate  of  interest 
upon  the  capital  of  a  grocer  or  a  tailor,  without  a  know- 
ledge of  the  men,  as  upon  a  cotton  spinner.  The  gene- 
ral result  of  six  and  twenty  years'  buuness  justifies  this 
view  of  the  subject.  Prudent,  cautious,  and  vigorous 
men,  who  have  been  their  own  agents,  and  paid  interest 
for  but  a  small  part  of  their  capital,  have  succeeded;  and, 
to  my  knowledge,  no  others  have.  Even  this  class  of 
men  have  in  their  operations  mingled  the  character  of 
the  merchant  so  largely  with  that  of  the  manufacturer, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  separate  the  results. 

I  believe  that  all  those  who  thought  they  were  making 
considerable  profits,  and  who  operated  upon  borrowea 
capitals,  have  fiuled;  and  that  the  number  of  those  who, 
since  1806,  have  either  wholly  failed,  or  retired  from  the 


1511 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


1512 


H.  OF  R.] 


TlieThrifBilL 


[Jav.  so,  1833. 


business,  with  heavy  losses,  is  nearly  if  not  quite  equal  to 
those  who  have  succeeded. 

The  difficulty,  then,  of  predicating  any  rate  of  interest 
upon  a  business  depending  for  its  success  so  much  on  per- 
sonal qualifications,  will  at  once  be  seen. 

If  the -present  owners  of  cotton  mills  in  Rhode  Island 
would  be  at  ttxe  pains  of  ascertaining  from  their  books 
the  immense  losses  which  the  previous  owners  of  many 
of  their  establishments  have  sustained,  it  is  posnble  that 
something  like  an  average  profit  might  be  arrived  at. 
But  this  will  not  be  done;  and  I  shall,  therefore,  submit  a 
test  which  may  g^ve  us  a  more  general,  and,  I  think,  a 
fairer  view  of  the  business. 

By  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  recent  New 
York  Convention,  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of 
spindles  in  the  United  States  is  1,246,000.  The  number 
in  Rhode  Island  is  235,000,  owned  wholly  by  inhabiUnts 
of  Rhode  Island.  The  number  in  Massachusetts  is  339,000, 
but  100,000  of  that  number  is  owned  by  citizens  of  Rhode 
Island.  In  Connecticut,  over  50,000  more  belong  to  this 
State.  The  whole  number,  therefore,  owned  in  Rhode 
Island,  is  400,000;  nearly  one-third  of  the  aggregate  num- 
ber in  the  United  States. 

Hie  business  commenced  in  this  State  in  1790.  From 
1790  up  to  1806,  the  increase  of  spindles  was  but  5,000. 
From  1806  up  to  October,  1815,  the  number  increased  to 
132,000}  and  in  1827,  there  were  within  thirty  mUes  of 
the  town  of  Providence,  owned  almost  entirely  by  inha- 
bitants of  this  State,  317,538.  Sevenneighths  of  the 
owners  of  one-third  of  all  the  cotton  spindles  in  the 
United  States  live  within  fifteen  miles  of  this  town. 
With  most  of  them  I  am  personally  acquainted.  With 
verv  few  exceptions,  they  personally  superintend  their 
mills,  and  the  various  business  connected  with  them;  and 
if  twenty  and  thirty  years'  experience,  united  with  un- 
common vigilance  and  industry,  give  promise  of  success, 
the  Rhode  Island  mill  owners  have  had  ample  grounds  at 
least  to  hope  for  it. 

The  result  of  the  experiment  here,  from  1806  down  to 
1832,  ought  to  be  admitted  as  a  fair  test  of  the  produc- 
tiveness of  cotton  s]>inning.  What  is  the  fact  known  to 
every  business  man  in  the  community?  It  is  this:  that  at 
the  period  immediately  succeeding  the  termination  of  the 
war  In  1815,  one-half  of  the  manufacturers  failed.  I  have 
before  me  papers  contairting  the  names  of  the  mills,  of 
their  owners,  and  the  number  of  spindles,  in  1806,  1815, 
1820,  and  1827-  Having  been  in  the  practice  of  the  law 
from  1804  to  the  present  time,  and  somewhat  conversant 
with  business  men,  some  means  of  information  have  been 
afforded  me;  and  I  fully  believe  that  the  number  who 
have  failed,  or  retired  with  heavy  losses,  equals  those 
who  have  survived.  My  pjipers  and  other  means  of  infor- 
mation are  open  to  examination,  if  it  is  thought  the  esti- 
mate is  too  large. 

But  the  survivors  are  here,  and,  among  them,  who  has 
grown  rich  by  the  manufiicture  of  cotton  fabrics?  Three 
g[entlemen  who  commenced  in  1790,  partly  by  commer- 
cial speculations,  but  principally  by  cotton  mills,  have 
made  their  fortunes.  One  other,  who,  I  believe,  began 
as  early  as  1804  or  *5,  and  who  would  thrive  in  wliatever 
business  and  whatever  portion  of  time  or  space  you  place 
him,  is  also  rich. 

Here,  then,  are  four  men,  and  only  four,  who  have  en- 
riched themselves  by  this  employment.  If  other  fortunes 
have  been  made,  they  have  also  been  concealed.  They 
have  been  kept  from  my  knowledge,  and  the  knowledge 
of  those  who  mingle  with  them  in  the  daily  business  of 
life.  Let  this  business  be  compared  with  any  other  in 
which  equal  capital  has  been  ejmended,  and  I  am  much 
mistaken  if,  during  the  same  period,  much  larger  results 
have  not  been  produced.  Or  let  any  one  be  at  the  pains 
of  calculating  four  percent,  interest  annually  upon  all  ca- 
pital expended  in  Rhode  Island,  from  1806  down  to  the 


present  time,  and  I  am  equally  mistaken  if  the  original 
sums  would  not  exceed  the  value  of  all  the  mills,  with 
profits  added,  now  owned  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Uland. 

In  Massachusetts,  it  is  well  known  that  millions  of  dol- 
lars bare  been  sunk.  No  one  with  whom  I  have  convers- 
ed, has  ever  pretended  that  our  neighbors  are  as  well  off 
as  ourselves.  These  two  States,  it  will  be  remembered* 
contain  the  owners  of  more  than  one-half  of  all  the  spin- 
dles in  the  country;  and  without  pretending  to  know  the 
result  of  the  operations  in  other  States,  I  think  I  may 
safely  affirm  that  all  the  mills  owned  in  both  States,  sold 
at  what  similar  mills  may  now  be  built  for,  and  profits 
added,  would  not  produce  a  sum  equal  to  the  original  ex- 
penditures. 

-  The  causes  of  this  result  are  numerous.  For  several 
of  the  first  years,  machinery  was  excessively  dear  and  ex- 
cessively poor.  The  early  adventurers  added  their  pro- 
fits to  the  extension  of  their  establishments,  and  the  great 
faU  in  the  prices  of  machinery  in  1816,  '17,  and  '18,  i^ded 
to  the  wear  and  tear,  almost  equalled,  up  to  that  period, 
a  total  loss  of  the  first  cost  and  intervening  profits.  The 
hope  of  large  incomes  attracted  unskilful  men  into  the 
business,  and  the  current  opinion,  as  prevalent  then  as 
now,  that  20  per  cent,  income  was  one  of  the  ordinary 
results  of  a  cotton  mill,  led  to  a  total  disregard  of  econo- 
my. New  inventions  required  large  expenditures  for  new 
machines;  and  the  gradual  decline  of  prices  of  the  fabric 
itself  aided  the  downward  pressure  upon  the  manufi^- 
turer. 

The  most  active  among  all  4he  causes  which  have 
hitherto  frustrated  the  hopes  of  the  manufacturer,  has 
been  the  gradual  decline  of  the  prices  of  machinery.  It 
was  this  which  caused  most  of  the  fulures  in  1829,  and  it 
is  this  which  will  produce  future  embarrassments,  not  now 
anticipated,  by  men  who  are  lavishly  advancing  princely 
fortunes  in  this  precarious  business.  It  appears  to  me 
that  one  moment's  reflection  would  check  the  ardor  and 
zeal  with  which  these  investments  are  making.  Machine- 
ry is  of  itself  an  article  of  manufacture,  and  the  prices 
now  paid  are,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  fifty  per 
cent,  higher  than  English  prices  for  mmilar  machines. 

Recent  importations  have  been  made  of  English  ma> 
chinery  under  a  charge  of  55  per  cent,  on  the  original  cost, 
and  still  the  English  article,  so  imported,  costs  30  per 
cent,  less  than  the  American.  There  has  been  less  do- 
mestic competition  in  that  than  in  cotton  cloUis,  but  the 
price  has  been  declining,  and  will  continue  to  decline, 
until  it  approaches  as  neai*  the  ori^nsJ  cost  in  En|^land, 
as  coarse  American  cotton  cloUis  luive  approached  similar 
English  fabrics. 

Suppose  tills  period  to  be  five  or  ten  years  distant. 
One  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  expended  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  upon  machinery  for  a  cotton 
mill;  that  five  years  hence  the  same  machinery  will  be 
built  for  50  per  cent,  less,  and  tiie  ordinary  wear  to  be  25 
per  cent.  more.  Here  then  is  a  loss  of  75  per  cent,  of 
the  capital  in  five  years.  If  the  period  of  decline  Is  pro- 
tracted for  ten  years,  the  deterioration  by  wear  is  in- 
creased, but  the  chance  of  balancing  the  evil  by  increased 
profits  is  doubled.  The  period  at  which  this  minimum 
price  must  be  encountered,  is  uncertain;  but  if  all  expe- 
rience is  not  deceptive,  it  must  be  met  at  some  period  or 
other,  and,  until  it  does  arrive,  the  capitalist  wul  have  to 
contend  with  it.  From  1806  down  to  the  present  time, 
the  history  of  this  branch  of  American  industry  fully 
evinces  the  activity  and  power  of  this  counter  current, 
and  the  sore  disappointments  It  has  never  failed  to  lay  at 
the  door  of  the  sanguine  and  credulous  capitalists.  The 
manufacturer  who  begins  with  small  investments,  trans- 
acts his  own  business,  pays  no  salaries  and  no  interest  for 
money,  may  calcutate  upon  returns  adequate  to  the  active 
agencies  constantly  at  work  against  him.  But  the  period 
is  fiist  approaching  when  capitalists  will  become  coaviuc- 
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ed  that  gentlemen  manufacturersy  like  f;entlemeii  laniien» 
may  expect  erery  thing  ebe  except  §a  per  cent,  from 
their  inTcatments. 

According  to  m^  vieva  of  the  protectiTe  qratem,  one 
of  ita  origimd  objecta  waa  to  lessen  the  profits  of  tfaia 
branch  of  induatry,  and  thereby  drive  the  capitaliat  out 
of  the  businesa.  Ita  great  and  leading  object  waa  to  aid 
the  farmer  by  suataining  the  pricea  of  hia  product,  and  to 
furnish  materials  for  commerce.  The  encouragement  of 
manufacturea  waa  no  part  of  the  object  of  the  tariff  laws, 
but  a  mere  means  bv  which  the  pricea  of  agricalture 
might  be  kept  up,  and  the  pricea  of  manufactured  articles 
brought  down.  In  a  legislative  view,  neither  tiie  number 
nor  wealth  of  the  manu&cturera  waa  sufficiently  Urge  to 
deserve  attention.  Compared  to  the  great  imteresta  of 
agi'iculture,  they  were,  in  1816,  aa  a  drop  in  tha  ocean. 
Congress  were  then  convinced  that  the  great  intereata  of 
agriculture  stood  in  need  of  a  market  at  home;  and  the 
only  means  which  human  ingenuity  haa  yet  diacovered, 
are  to  leasen  the  producers  and  increase  the  conanmers. 
The  less  profit  the  capitaliata  realize  the  better,  provided 
the  buainesa  goes  on.  One  of  the  most  beneficial  effects 
of  the  protective  system  is  that  it  ia  constantly  dindiniah- 
iDg  the  necessity  and  the  profit  of  large  capitsJa,  by 
brmgin^  in  competition  with  it  the  ingenuity,  akill,  and 
enterpnae  of  men  of  slender  meana.  Such  men,  aided 
by  a  tew  ^ears  more  of  protection,  will  take  the  business 
aa  exclusively  into  their  own  hands  aa  are  other  branches 
of  the  mechanic  arta. 

Accordinji^  to  mv  view  of  the  subject,  the  great  ques- 
tion which  is  involved  in  the  hypothetical  reduction  of 
dutiea  to  12}  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  is,  what  wiU  become 
of  the  &nner,  the  artisan,  ttie  ingCntoua  man,  a  whole 

generation  of  whom  have  grown  up  nnce  the  sldoption  of 
le  ajatem  in  1816,  and,  under  the  iaith  of  the  continuance 
of  Uiat  system,  moulded  themselves  to  these  employments? 
Cotton  to  the  amount  of  about  2,000,000  doUara  ia  annually 
imported  into  Providence,  and  manufactured  into  cloth, 
which  sells  for  about  7,000,000  dollars.  Although,  aa  I 
have  attempted  to  ahow,  the  capitaliata  receive  but  a 
mere  pittance  of  the  latter  sum,  yet  the  people  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  farmed,  the  artisan,  the  mechanic,  the  laborer, 
^c.  divide  among  them  the  5,000,000  dollara.  From 
them  it  goes  to  the  producer  of  flour,  com,  lumber,  cool, 
iron,  and  idl  the  variety  of  producta  of  the  Middle  and 
Kastem  Statea.  This  equal  diffuaion  of  wealth  among  all 
clasaea  of  society,  and  over  the  whole  country,  ia  the  dia- 
tinguiabing  characteriatic  of  manufacturing  induatry. 
Lower  the  present  rate  of  duty,  and  expose  ua  to  the 
irruption  of  English  fabrics,  and  our  mills  must  atop,  unless 
our  artiaana  will  work  at  half  their  preaent  wages.  In 
that  event  they  will  conaume  lesa  of  the  productiona  of  ^ 
the  Middle  and  other  States.  Should  the  business  con- 
tinue at  all,  the  capitalist  will  fare  aa  well  aa  he  now  does. 
The  wbde  pressure  would  fall  upon  the  laborer  and  the 
producer.  A  gradual  and  pro^esstve  reduction  of  duty 
would  tend  to  a  gradual  reduction  of  wagea  and  consump- 
tion. 

A  Budden  reduction  would  stop  wages,  and  stop  all 
consumption  of  the  products  of  other  States,  leaVii^  our 
mechanics  and  artisans  the  alternative  of  emigrating  to, 
and  cultivating  the  cheap  and  rich  soils  of  the  Western 
States,  or  of  forcing  a  scanty  aubaistence  from  the  hard 
and  unyielding  hills  of  New  England.  Many  laborious 
and  worthy  men,  by  years  of  industry,  have  become  part 
owners  of  some  of  the  vainous  branches  of  the  mamnac- 
turing  business.  Their  principal  capital  ia  their  indus- 
try. Such  could  not  survive  the  shock*  for  no  one  can 
doubt  that  a  sudden  reduction  would  suapend  all  opera- 
tions for  a  few  yeara  at  least;  what  little  property  they 


ard,  might  renew  hia  efibrta  under  still  more  auapicioua 
prospecta  than  now  exist,  for  the  only  obstacle  now  in  hb 
path,  the  hi|^  r«te  of  wages»  would  be  removed*  and  so- 
ciety would  then  become  what  it  ia  now  in  EngUnd,  com- 
posed of  the  few  immensely  rich*  and  the  many  immrnaf> 
ly  poor.  A  gradual  or  a  audden  reduction  of  the  duties, 
therefore,  would  uhimate  either  in  a  permanent  over- 
throw of  the  business  itself  or  in  audi  diminution  of 
wagea  as  would  enable  ua  to  manufiicture  at  English 
pricea.  Put  the  (jueation  in  whatever  ahape  we  can»  il 
must  result  in  a  duninution  of  wages*  and  of  the  prices  of 
the  product  of  the  fanner. 

It  may  be  aaked*  if  the  American  fabric*  in  case  of  the 
reduction  oi  the  duties^  cannot  be  afforded  at  English 
prices*  unless  we  pinch  the  laboring  daases,  b^  lowering 
wages,  how  can  they  be  afforded  at  those  pncea  if  the 
duty  remains,  without  the  same  diminution  of  wagea? 
How  can  the  fabric  be  made  cheaper  than  it  now  is,  un- 
less the  coat  of  production  is  lessened,  and,  in  order  to 
lessen  the  cost  of  production,  must  we  not  lessen  the 
profit  of  the  manufacturer,  or  the  wagea  which  we  pay 
to  the  various  persona  employed  by  him }  and  it  mav  also 
be  aaked,  what  haa  the  tariff  to  do  with  the  coat  or  pro- 
duction? 

I  answer,  that  the  great  object  of  the  tariff  is  to  lessen 
the  price  of  the  manufacturea  article,  ^without  diminuh- 
ing  the  rate  of  wagest  that  to  a  considerable  extent  it  haa 
already  been  accomplished,  and  that  time  and  permanent 
and  steady  legislation  are  alone  wanting  to  com]3lete  it. 
If  the  price  of  wages  is  forced  down  to  a  bare  subsistence, 
there  will  be  no  difficulties  in  the  way.  The  whole  sys- 
tem may  then  be  safely  abandoned,  for  the  poorer  classes 
must  work  or  starve.  But,  in  a  legislative  view,  the 
working  classes  of  society  ought  to  be  prominent  objects 
of  attention.  It  is  important  that  prices  should  be  low, 
but  it  is  quite  as  important  that  the  laborer  should  be  so 
well  paid  that  he  may  command  an  equal  share  of  the 
comforts  of  life. 

The  tariff  laws  were  made  in  order  that  all  working 
men,  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  and 
the  various  other  persons  who  depend  on  their  industry 
for  support,  might  enjoy  their  full  and  equal  share  of  the 
comforts  of  life.  The  great  object  was  to  keep  up  the 
product  of  the  farmer,  and  the  wages  of  all  the  other 
classes.  The  profits  of  the  capitalist  no  one  regarded, 
unless  so  far  as  connected  with  other  interests.  There 
is  no  danger  but  that  moneyed  men  will  take  care  of  them- 
selves. Nearly  all  the  capitalists  in  New  England  were 
opposed  to  the  protective  system,  and  the.  operation  and 
effect  of  that  system  will  be  to  drive  the  capitalist  out  of 
the  business.  At  present  the  wealth  of  Boston  is  open- 
ing its  veins,  and  running  freely  into  cotton  mills.  This 
is  as  it  should  be.  Capitalists  are  building  them,  and  at 
a  future  day  their  agents  and  overseers  will  ovm  them, 
and  thia  latter  class  are  the  only  men  who  will  thrive. 
The  business  of  manufacturing  cotton  ia  already  assuming 
that  shape  in  Rliode  Island.  The  capitalist  is  becoming 
the  owner  of  the  privilege,  buildings,  and  other  fixtures, 
in  order  to  rent  them  to  the  operator.  This  latter  hirea 
his  machinery,  .or  makeait  himself;  and  although  he  pays 
the  same  wages  that  are  paid  at  mills  owned  and  operated 
by  men  who  do  not  work  in  them  themselves,  yet  he  can 
afford  his  cloth  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent,  cheaper. 
The  object,  then,  and  the  direct  tendency  of  the  Unff  is 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  wagea,  thereby  encouraging  the 
operator,  so  that  eventually  he  may  be  the  sole  manager 
of  the  business.  When  that  period  arrives,  which  is  at 
hand,  our  other  advantages  over  England  are  such,  that, 
without  any  reduction  of  wages,  we  can  produce  the  fa- 
bric quite  as  cheap  as  the  Manchester  prices.    When 


possess  would  sink  so  low  that  they  never  could  revive  gentlemen  who  ride  in  coaches  shed  their  character  of- 
again.      The  capitalist,  on  the  contniry,  after  necessity  cotion  spinners,  the  victory  of  the  tariff  will  be  complet- 
had  forced  down  the  prioe  of  wagea  to  the  EoglaahaUnd-  ed,  and  not  until  then. 
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My  clear  and  decided  opinion,  then,  is,  that  not  a  line 
or  a  letter  of  the  tariff  taws  ougiit  to  be  touched  ^  tiiat 
every  yard  of  English  goods  brought  into  the  country, 
which  we  possess  the  means  of  manufacturing,  is,  pro 
tantOf  a  tax  upon  the  fanner,  and  the  entire  class  of  the 
working  men  of  the  nation;  and  that  their  interest  ought 
not  ever  to  be  brought  into  danger  b^  the  threats  of  dis- 
union; which,  for  the  purpose  m  intimidation,  Southern 
politicians  are  daily  heaping  upon  us.  If  the  planters  of 
South  Carolina,  who  reap  the  rroitsof  this  fructaf3ring  sys- 
tem more  abundantly  than  the  abused  capitalist  of  the 
North,  will  blindly  persevere  in  attribuUn^  to  the  tariff 
consequences  which  flow  directly  from  their  climate,  po- 
pulation, exhausted  lands,  and,  more  than  all.the  rest,  th^ 
averMon  to  labpr;  if  a  small  minority  of  this  great  family, 
who  will  not  work,  are  upon  this  subiect  to  dictate  terms 
to  those  who  do,  they  will  expect  to  dictate  upon  all  other 
subjects  and  aU  other  occasions;  and  however  painful 
even  the  thought  of  a.  separation  may  be,  I  for  one  had 
rather  submit  to  it  than  to  the  humiliating  spectacle  of  the 
whole  farming  and  laboring  classes  of  this  extended  em- 
pire ground  down  to  a  bep^gared  poverty  by  English  and 
Scotch  speculators  in  foreign  goods. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  WHIPPLE. 

PaoviDxircs,  X^th  Marehf  1832. 

[While  the  Clerk  was  reading  the  forep^obg  paper, 
Mr.  Root,  of  New  York,  rose  to  a  question  of  order, 
whether  it  was  competent  for  a  member  to  read,  or  cause 
to  be  read,  a  written  or  printed  speech;  for  certainljT 
what  the  Clerk  was  reading  must  be  taken  as  a  part  of  the 
gendeman*s  speech. 

The  Chair  decided  that  it  was  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  to  send  to  the  Clerk 
any  statement  or  testimony  which  he  might  be  anxious  to 
have  read. 

'  Mr.  Root  replied,  that  in  the  English  House  of  Lords 
the  members  could  vote  by  proxy,  but  he  never  knew 
before  that  it  was  in  order  for  a  member  here  to  make 
a  speech  by  proxy.] 

Mr.  P.  resumed.  I  have  no  disposition  to  break  a 
lai*.ce  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I  have  hi- 
therto had  a  g^at  share  of  respect  for  him.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  continue  that  respect,  but  he  ought  to  be  the 
last  man  in  this  House  to  blame  me  for  doing  what  has 
uniformly  been  done  bv  every  member  who  has  address- 
ed the  committee.  I  nope  I  sliall  not  be  so  unfortunate 
with  my  speech  as  that  gentleman  was  with  his  a  few  days 
ago— one  day  he  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  nuUificatiori 
and"  secession,  and  spent  the  whole  of  the  next  in  explain- 
ing it  away  and  taking  it  back.  Not  content  with  this 
course,  he  afterwards  had  recourse  to  one  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  city,  to  publish  an  addendum  to  his  work 
of  two  days.  One  di^,  Mr.  Chairman,  he  planted  his 
rata  baga,  which  he  found  very  necessary  the  next  day  to 
dig  up.  At  the  end  of  his  first  day's  labor,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  nullifiers  in  the  House  pronounced  his  speech 
to  be  **the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness,"  but 
in  reply,  it  was  quaintly  said  *'  that  it  wa%such  a  voice  as 
ought  to  be  confined  to  the  wilderness,  and  ought  not  to 
be  heeded  by  man  in  a  state  of  ci^lization."  But  a  truce 
with  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

I  have  further  testimony,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  a  source 
not  less  respectable,  to  show  that  these  establishments 
have  not  been  so  profitable  as  they  have  been  represented. 

[Here  Mr.  P.  read  and  commented  on  the  following 
answers  to  queries  from  the  Treasury  Department,  made 
by  tlie  agent  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Crompton 
mills  factory,  in  Warwick,  Rhode  Island.] 

*' There  is  no  such  distinchoit  between  capital  borrow- 
ed and  not  borrowed,  as  contemplated  by  the  question. 
The  original  owners  invested  a  capital  of  80,000  doHars, 


made  some  dividends  while  they  continued  the  busbess^ 
but  the  concern  was  closed  at  their  failure,  with  a  loss  of 
about  40,000  dollars.  The  rent  received  during  the  next 
seven  years  was  little  more  than  nominal.  The  present 
owners  have  realized  an  average  of  seven  and  three* 
fourths  per  cent,  for  interest  of  money,  insurance,  and  aU 
hazards.  This  is  the  rate  of  profit  uj>on  the  capital  em- 
ployed from  year  to  year,  llus  capital  conusts  of  the 
amount  paid  in  1823,  and  since,  together  with  the  annual 

Srofits  since,  which  have  been  added  to  the  fixed  and 
oating  capital.  Were  the  interest  cast  on  the  money 
actuidly  paid  in,  aside  firom  these  profits  and  new  invest- 
ments, at  the  above  rate  of  seven  and  three-fourths  per 
cent,  (though  this  b  too  low  to  cover  the  hazard  of  the 
business,)  and  then  the  establishment  sold  for  carii,  which 
is  perhaps  the  proper  mode,  there  might  or  might  not 
be  a  surplus  to  divide,  after  reimbursing  the  capital,  'thw 
would  depend  upon  ^e  circumstances  under  which  the 
sale  was  made.  Were  the  season  a  prosperous  one,  and 
were  there  a  measurable  certainty  that  the  legislation  of 
Government  would  not  set  every  thing  afloat,  and  effect  a 
sudden  and  entire^  change  in  the  value  of  the  property, 
the  result  might  be  favorable.  Were  these  two  lea^g 
circumstances  reversed,  and  the  sale  made  in  such  a  sea- 
son as  1829,  when  our  most  judicious  and  experienced 
men  deemed  '  tiiere  was  no  intrinnc  value  in  a  cotton 
mill,'  or  should  the  proposed  reduction  be  made  in 
the  duties  on  imports,  the  establishment  would  not  sell 
for  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  money  actually  in- 
vested. It  is  believed  that  many  manufacturers,  in  cal- 
culating their  profits  and  losses,  do  not  pursue  the  above 
mode,  which  appears  the  only  correct  or  safe  one.  There 
are  many  causes,  amde  from  the  revulsions  in  trade,  and 
the  great  uncertainty  as  to  what  legislative  measures  may 
be  adopted  upon  the  subject,  and  the  latter  have  a  very 
powerful  and  injurious  influence,  which  are  constsntly 
operating  to  lessen  the  value  of  a  cotton  manufactory 
from  the  moment  it  is  erected.  Hie  depreciation  by  wear 
and  tear,  and  that  caused  by  a  decline  in  the  prices  of 
machinery,  are  both  very  great;  but  the  improvements^  or 
alterations  at  least,  constantly  making  in  madiinery,  which 
cause  vast  sums  to  be  expended  for  new  machines  in 
place  of  old  ones,  which  are  thrown  aside,  are  a  stiU  more 
powerful  cause.  It  is  notorious  that  different  machines 
and  operators,  of  equal  advantages  and  dull,  are  veiy 
apt  to  differ  in  opinion  about  different  machines  and  their 
utility;  in  short,  there  is  nothing  fixed  or  certain  in  the 
business,  except  the  iact  that  money  invested  in  a  cotton 
mill  can  seldom  or  never  be  reclaimed.  And  to  render 
the  business  profitable  and  safe,  or  as  much  so  as  many 
other  branches  of  business,  I  have  sometimes  thought  it 
ought  to  be,  though  it  is  far  from  being,  like  a  West  India 
plantation,  and  produce  as  much  in  a  few  successful  yean 
as  the  estimated  value  of  the  establishment,  to  guard 
against  the  many  dissatrous  seasons,  the  many  uncertain- 
ties that  attend  the  trade. 

"  The  alternate  gluts  and  scarcities,  already  alluded  to, 
have  so  much  influence  upon  the  markets  as  to  render  it 
difficult  to  answer  this  qu^ion.  Were  the  importers 
and  foreign  manufiu^turers  required  to  guaranty  that 
they  would  not  sell  any  goods  in  our  market  at  a  loss,  we 
would  readily  assent  to  a  material  reduction  in  the  dutiest 
but  the  present  mode  of  pouring  upon  us  such  excessive 
quantities  of  surplus  goods  of  refuse  stocks,  in  short,  of 
goods  which  must  be  sold,  at  whatever  loos,  (which  is, 
probably,  in  many  instances,  made  up  by  the  profits  of 
their  regular  trade  at  home,  and  in  other  channels,  in 
which  it  would  be  ruinous  to  put  down  the  prieesi,  as  they 
do  frequently  in  this  country,)  requires  the  duties  to  be 
much  higher,  in  order  for  the  American  manu&cturer  to 
carry  on  his  business  with  any  degree  of  safety.  Were 
the  tariff  repealed,  and  our  market  regained  b^  the  Bri- 
tish, as  it  would  be  m  that  event,  ^ley  would,  m  all  pro- 
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bftbility,  be  more  ooitioiii  how  they  ghit  it«  they  would 
regelate  it  as  they  do  other  markets  under  their  oontrol, 
and  it  cannot  be  doabted  bat  they  would  be  able  to  ad- 
vance prices  very  materially,  and  very  soon.  The  de- 
struction of  the  home  competition  would  but  add  greatly 
to  the  evil.  As  to  the  ouestion  of  *  moderate  protection,' 
upon  the  expediency  or  which  the  commissioner's  views 
are  solidted  by  the  Government,  in  order  to  decide  it,  it 
seems  only  necessary  to  inquire,  what  is  the  object  of  the 
protective  system  f  It  may  readily  be  answerea:  to  give 
employment  and  remuneration  to  home  Industry.  But  is 
there  not  another  object  closely  connected  with  this,  viz. 
furnishing  the  consumers,  the  whole  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  manufactures  as  cheap,  or  cheaper»  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  increased  abihty  which  it  im- 
parts to  purchase,  as  those  imported  from  abroad?  How 
u  this  double  object  to  be  attained?  Is  it  by  providing 
that  half  way,  *  moderate'  protection,  which  does  not 
absolutely  destroy  our  manufactures,  but  merely  suiTers 
them  to  live  a  sickly,  lingering  existence,  inviting;',  at  the 
same  time,  foreign  nianu&cturers  to  send  their  wares 
here,  so  that  both  may  struggle'  for  the  mastery  in  our 
markets^  and  each  alternately  prevail,  perhaps,  as  extrin- 
sic circumstances  iavor  one  or  tiie  otiier?  Or  is  it  to  be 
obtained  by  affording,  at  once,  a  full  and  adequate  pro- 
tection, such  as  will  at  once  establish  manufactures  at 
home  on  an  extensive  scale?  I  appeal  to  past  experience 
to  decide  which  of  these  systems  is  best  fitted  to  attain  the 
avowed  objects  of  both,  confident  that  it  will  be  found 
that  each  article  of  our  manufiusture  that  has  been  com- 
pletely protected,  and  been  established  a  reasonable  time, 
has  fiiUy  realized  the  objects  in  view,  and  decUned  in 
price  much  more  than  Uiose  articles  which  have  only 
been  moderately  protected." 

«  Ask  the  farmer  what  he  would  do  with  hb  land  were 
he  denied  the  privilege  of  cultivating  it;  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  were  he  deprived  of  a  market  for  the  sale  of 
his  produce.  Ask  the  shipowner  what  he  would  do  with 
his  ship  were  there  no  merchandise  to  transport  from  port 
to  port  In  the  event  supposed;  I  should  have  no  capital 
to  employ  in  any  other  business.  Capital  invested  in  ma- 
nufiictures  cannot  be  transferred  into  any  other  business, 
in  the  supposed  case^  because  it  cannot  be  transmuted 
into  gold  and  silver  again.  A  cotton  mill  is  of  no  more  use, 
except  to  manufacture  cotton  cloth,  than  land  to  lie  un- 
improved, or  a  ship  to  rot  at  the  wharf  If  I  could  not 
carry  on  my  establishment^  no  one  could;  no  one,  there- 
fore, would  buy  it,  and  it  would  sink  into  ruin." 

**  Were  the  duties  thus  reduced,  it  is  probable  the  ma- 
Dufiusture  of  the  very  coarsest  cotton  fl[oods  mi^t  be  car^ 
ried  on,  notwithstanding  the  competition  which  would 
probab^  take  place  with  an  imported  article  of  similar 
appearance,  but  made  of  inferior  stock,  and  much  leas 
durable.  I  do^not  think  that  any  other  fabric  could  witti- 
stand  the  forei^  competition;  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
by  far  the  heaviest  capital,  and  most  expensive  machinery, 
and  greatest  skill,  are  now  employed  in  the  finer  manu- 
factories. It  is  difficult  to  say  what  employments  would 
remiun  to  be  successfully  followed  after  such  a  deplora- 
ble change  in  the  affairs  of  the  country.  As  a  single  in- 
dividual,  having  been  a  lawyer  by  profesnon,  I  could 
could  doubtless  find  employment  in  such  a  state  of  things. 
My  partner,  too,  being  an  extensive  merchant,  might 
continue  to  follow  his  present  pursuit.  But  it  is  easy  to 
foresee  what  would  be  the  result  of  so  many  rushing  into 
commerce  as  would  do  so.  But  what  would  become  of 
the  four  hundred  women  and  children  employed  by  us, 
and  the  numerous  families  dependent  upon  them?  Tbej 
could  obtain  no  other  employment;  many  would  be  dri- 
ven back  to  the  cities  and  towns  whence  they  came,  and 
there  pine  in  poverty  and  want,  as  they  did  before  they 
removed  to  the  factories,  and  be  exposed  to  all  the  temp- 
tations of  vice  and  crime.    Others  would  go  back  to  their 


native  mndy  capes  of  New  Bnglnd»  and  live  on  fish,  bat 
deprived  of  the-  many  comfortsV^v  now  enjoy,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  schoob  we  have  established  for  their  use. 
Some,  indeed,  being  children  of  farmers  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighborhood,  might  return  to  their  parents  snd 
friencb,  and  share  with  them  those  means  which  might 
remain  after  the  loss  of  the  great  and  excellent  market 
for  their  produce,  thus  doubling  the  evil  to  them. 

"  In  order  to  judge,  in  fact,  of  the  propriety  of  the  pro- 
posed reduction,  (which  I  consider  tantamount  to  a  re- 
peal of  the  tariff,)  it  b  only  necessary  to  look  at  the 
direct  and  immedbte  consequences  which  must  ensue, 
particnbrly  in  this  section  of  the  countiy,  viz.  nearly  the 
total  destruction  of  the  immense  capitu  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  the  bankruptcy  of 
most  of  the  numerous  proprietors  of  these  works;  the 
very  great  number  of  laborers  and  artisans  employed  in 
them  would  either  be  left  without  employment,  and  des- 
titute, or  thrown  upon  agriculture,  which,  losing  its  home 
and  only  market  by  the  same  blow,  could  not  sustain  the 
shock,  but  must  be  ruined  also;  the  coasting  trade,  now 
so  unprecedentedly  flourishing  by  means  of  the  prosper- 
ous state  of  domestic  industry,  would  be  very  nearly  de- 
stroyed; internal  trade,  in  all  its  thousand  ramifications, 
woiild  languish;  and  forei^pi  navigation,  so  much  of  which 
b  now  employed  in  carrying  abroad  our  manufactures, 
and  bringing  home  various  materiab  used  in  them,  would 
be  confined  to  exporting  that  portion  of  our  agricultural 
products  which  are  admitted  by  the  high  Uriffs  of  the 
rest  of  the  world,  and  to  importing  what  foreign  articles 
we  could  pay  for,  and  not  be  benefited  by  the  change. 

**  The  popubtion  of  the  Eastern  States  would  be  ob- 
liged to  emigrate  to  the  West,  which  b  ah*eady  in  want 
of  a  market  for  many  of  her  valuable  pR)duction8,  and 
these  greatly  aggravate  the  evils  of  aver  production;  the 
agricidtural  producta  of  the  Middle,  Western,  and  South- 
em  States,  of  which  we  now  consume  such  quantities, 
would  be  greatly  diminished  in  value;  the  country  would 
be  inundated  with  foreign  manufactures,  and  exhausted 
of  all  its  specie  to  pay  for  them  in  a  very  short  time.  Thus 
should  we  become  bankrupt,  both  as  a  nation  and  as  in- 
dividuals, and  reduced  to  the  greatest  poverty  and  dis- 
tress.'* 

«  Suppose  the  article  a  common  4-4  brown  sheeting,  it 
would  be  worth  about  8j  cents,  or  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
sent duty;  an  equivalent  ad  valorem  duty  would  be  then 
100  per  cent.;  were  the  article  a  cambric  print,  worth 
35  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty  should  be  25  per  cent. 
It  b  obvious  that  no  rate  of  ad  valorem  doty  could  be 
«  equivalent  to  the  present  with  the  minimum,"  because 
that  b  a  per  centage  on  the  value,  and  the  present  b  tan-  - 
tamount  to  a  specific  duty;  the  per  centage,  but  not  the 
amount  of  duty,  vsrying  with  the  value  of  the  article. 
The  present  duty  b  prohibitory  orthe  first  article  above 
mentioned,  and  might  with  propriety  be  reduced  in  reb- 
tion  to  it,  were  it  not  for  the  frauds  which  would  be 
practised  ^e  moment  a  distinction  were  attempted  be- 
tween different  kinds  of  goods,  whether  by  a  valuation, 
a  divirion  into  coarse  and  fine,  or  in  any  other  mode;  and, 
therefore,  it  seems  most  advisable  to  retain  the  high  duty 
upon  the  low  priced  article,  especially  as  it  does  no  harm 
more  than  one  would  of  half  the  amount;  it  is  never  paid, 
and  b  merely  nominal.  This  point  was  considered  by  the 
manufacturers  in  1838,  when  an  addition  was  desired 
(which  was  made  by  Congres^^  to  the  minimum,  in  order 
to  reach  the  finer  and  more  valuable  description  of  ^ods. 
instead  of  attempting  any  definition  of  such  goods,  it  wss 
unanimously  agreed  that  raising  the  minimum  would  be 
the  preferable  mode,  and  that  this  would  have  no  effect 
upon  the  cosrse  desisriptions,  which  were  already  pro- 
hibited* 

I**  I  consider  the  nunimum  valuation  the  best  part  of  the 
system,  and  that  alone  which  has  almost  wholly  prevented 
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{tends  m  articles  of  cotton  manulketare,  mch  as  bare  been 
80  extenslyel^  pnctisellb  woollens.  It  is  anfortonately 
sometimes  Bisiuiderstood,  as  intended  to  indicate  the  ac- 
tual Tslue  of  the  article  embraced  in  it.  It  has  been 
stated,  eyen  on  the  floor  of  Cong^rest,  that  when  the  mi- 
nimum of  25  cents  per  square  yara  was  established  by  the 
tariff  of  1816,  that  was  the  actual  yalue  of  the  article  re- 
ferred to;  whereas,  by  a  reference  to  the  proceeding  of 
Congress  at  the  time,  it  will  appear  that  the  tarifT  was 
established  almost  ezdunvely  with  reference  to  India 
cottons,  the  average  value  of  .which  was  9  cents  per  yard. 
The  duty  bring  35  per  cent,  on  25  cents,  or  6i  cents,  was 
consequently  70  per  cent. 

<*It  has  been  Uie  object  of  subsequent  tariffs  to  em- 
brace other  goods  from  9  to  35  cents;  as  they  can  bare 
none  but  a  prohibitory  effect,  except  upon  wticles  say 
from  15  to  35  cents,  if  we  suppose  the  average  value  of 
cottons  imported  is  between  these  sinns,  saj  25  cents,  the 
really  effective  per  centage  of  duty  paid  is  considerably 
less  now  than  it  was  in  1816,  upon  the  articles  intended 
to  be  embraced  b^^  the  tariff  of  that  year.  It  is,  in  fact, 
but  35  instead  of  70  per  cent. 

**  Such  have  been  the  frauds  practised  in  woollens,  by 
attempting  to  reg^ulate  the  duties  by  the  cost  of  tiiem  in 
the  country  whence  imported,  it  is  presumed  it  is  not  con- 
templated to  apply  this  mode  to  cotton  manufiMstures. 
But  the  mode  suggested  by  the  question  is  believed  to  be 
liable  to  as  great  or  greater  objections.  In  the  first  place, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  find  suitable  appraisers; 
in  order  to  ensure  the  requisite  skill  and  information,  they 
must  be  selected  from  those  merchants  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  importinff,  or,  at  least,  in  that  of  buying  and 
selling  here;  and  if  so,  however  skilful  and  experienced, 
as  well  as  respectable  they  may  be,  they  would  be  too 
much  interested  in  the  subject  to  make,  in  all  cases,  a 
correct  appraisal.  In  fact,  they  would  have  it  in  Uieir 
power  to  set  the  tone  to  the  whole  market;  and  however 
honest  and  well-intentioned  men  may  be,  human  nature 
cannot  bear  such  temptations. 

"But  a  still  more  important  objection  is  the  fluctua- 
tions in  prices,  which  are  well  known  to  be  much  greater 
in  our  own  markets  than  those  from  which  we  import 
manufactured  goods;  because  the  high  and  prohibitory 
tariffs  of  those  nations  exclude  foreign  fabrics,  while  our 
system,  as  much  as  it  is  compluned  of,  still  allows  our 
markets  to  be  the  receptacle  or  manufactured  goods  from 
all  countries,  and  to  be  frequently  glutted  with  them. 
Hence,  the  duties  would  be  subject  to  perpetual  and  very 
material  variations;  and,  what  is  of  yet  greater  imports 
ance,  they  would  be  lowest,  and  the  protection  to  our 
manufiictores  the  least,  when  they  need  it  the  most,  be- 
cause their  own  goods  are  selling  at  the  lowest  rates,  thus 
doubling  to  them  the  evil  of  i^uced  prices;  while  the 
foreign  manufacturer  would  find  the  same  evil  lessened 
to  him  instead  of  increased,  because  the  lower  the  value 
of  his  goods,  the  less  duties  he  would  have  to  pay;  thus 
j^iving  to  foreign  an  advantage  over  domestic  industry, 
instead  of  the  reverse,  which  sound  poHcy,  or  at  least  the 
principle  of  the  protective  system,  dictates.  Were  this 
mode  of  levying^  the  duties  in  operation  at  tlie  present 
time,  when  it  is  well  known  all  kinds  of  manufactured 
goods  have  greatly  declined  from  last  year's  prices,  and 
many  domestic  as  well  as  foreign  fabrics  are  selling  at 
great  sacrifices,  how  could  we  withstand  such  a  discrimi- 
nation in  &vorof  the  foreign  manufacturer^  Many  would 
be  ruined  by  it,  and  all  would  suffer  irremediably.  There 
are  many  other  objections  to  the  ad  valorem  system,  but 
it  IS  believed  the  foregoing  are  suflicient  to  show  that  the 
adoption  of  it  would  be  ruinous  to  our  manufiictures,  and 
little  better  than  a  total  repeal  of  the  tariff." 

It  has  been  contended  by  gentlemen  who  have  partici- 
pated in  tins  debate,  and,  among  others,  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Howabd,]  that  cotton  ma- 


nufketures  need  no  further  protection  than  this  ImII  gives, 
because  cotton  goods  are  exported  already.  This  is  true, 
but  not  to  much  extent,  and  none  but  the  heaviest  and 
coarsest  g^oods  are  exported  on  which  more  stock  and 
less  labor  are  bestowed,  and  such  as  have  not  been  made 
in  England  to  a  very  p^eat  extent.  The  business  of  ex- 
porting cotton  goods  IS  rather  a  chanccbustness,  ventured 
upon  oocasionailyby  our  merchants  who  are  the  most  en- 
terprising in  the  world,  who  drive  their  commerce  into 
every  port  that  is  open  to  them,  and  who  export  cotton 
goodi  as  a  remittance  or  an  adventure,  sometimes  making 
a  profit  and  as  often  losing.  The  exportation  of  these 
goods  is  by  no  means  a  regular  business.  Those  mer- 
cliants  who  have  tried  it  the  longest  have,  lost  by  it  and 
given  it  up.  What  business,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  so  despe- 
rate as  not  to  be  sometimes  hazarded  by  some? 

I  have  already  stated  the  probable  amount  invested  in 
cotton  manufiictories  in  Rhode  Island,  and  now  have  the  ■ 
returns  of  the  number  of  the  cotton  and  other  manufiitc- 
tories  in  Rhode  Isbuid,  from  the  Treasury  Department. 
Gentlemen  need  not  be  alarmed,  for  I  shall  not  read  the 
paper  which  I  have  now  in  my  hand,  but  will  only  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  an  abstract  of  these  re- 
turns, from  which  will  be  learnt  that  there  are  in  Rhode 
Island  119  cotton  mills,  238,877  spindles,  number  of  men 
employed  1,744,  women  3,301,  children  3,550,  whose 
aggregate  wares  amount  to  $1,214,515.  Shall  these  men, 
women,  and  children,  be  thrown  out  of  their  employment, 
and  turned  begwars  upon  the  world,  by  our  legislation  ^ 
They  will  then  be  fit  for  treason,  stratagems,  and  spoil; 
ye^i  sir,  and  nullification  too.  Will  they,  sir,  submit  to 
such  a  state  of  thinirs  as  the  passage  of  thb  bUl  will  pro- 
duce? We  do  not  deal  in  menaces  or  gasconade,  to  the 
extent  indulged  in  by  somo  portions  of  tliis  Union.  We 
are  slow  to  anger.  A  vertical  sun  has  not  to  the  same 
de^ee  warmed  our  blood,  or  caused  it  to  course  so 
quickly  through  our  veins;  but,  sir,  the  same  causes  will 
produce  the  same  effects  here  they  have  produced  in  other 
countries.  The  cries  of  the  poor  and  laboring  classes  for 
bread  will  be  heard,  and  must  be  heeded;  the  fires  of 
Nottingham,  Bristol,  and  Manchester,  may  be  transferred 
to  this  now  happy  land. 

It  will  be  seen,  ftom  the  abstract  I  have  exhibited,  that 
about  7,000  women  and  children  are  useftilly  and  profit- 
ably employed  in  these  institotions.  And  let  it  not  be 
understood,  as  I  have  heard  it  insinuated  on  this-floor, 
that  they  are  the  white  sUives  of  those  who  employ  them. 
Sir,  the  reverse  is  nearer  the  truth.  1  have  seen  a  fenoale, 
who,  before  she  was  twenty  years  of  age,  by  her  edict, 
stopped  every  mill  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manu- 
facturing vilUges  in  Rhode  IsUnd.  She  was  called  the 
Hancock  of  Pawtocket,  because  she  was  as  annoying  to 
the  mill-owners  in  that  yillage,  because  they  were  as  much 
in  dread  of  her  influence  and  power,  as  the  British  Go- 
vernment ever  was  of  the  influence  of  John  Hancock,  or 
Samuel  Adams.  Like  them,  too,  she  was  not  included  in 
the  general  amnestv  promulgated  for  the  benefit  of  her 
followers,  but  was  finally  hired  to  leave  those  who  seemed 
to  be  controlled  by  her  influence.  Sir,  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  the  evils  of  this  bill,  she  would  head  an  army  of  her 
own  sex  to  nullify  obnoxious  laws,  or  meet  those  who  are 
opposed  to  wholesome  regulations.  The  operations  of  the 
American  system  are  altogether  in  favor  of  the  poor  and 
laboring  classes  of  our  community.  Every  tariff  we  have 
passed  might  with  great  propriety  be  denominated  the 
poor  man's  protection. 

Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  a  comparison  of  the  great  and 
leading  interests  of  the  nation.  From  papers  before 
me,  said  he,  I  am  authorized  to  state  that  the  tonnage  of 
the  United  States,  registered  and  enrolled,  is  s3>out 
2,000,000  tons;  which,  esthnated  at  ZQ  dollars  per  ton, 
would  be  ^60,000,000.  This  is  supposed  to  employ  no 
less  than  80,000  seamen,  whldi,  at  10  dollars  wages  per 
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moQtb,  U  $9,600,000  per  aimum.  The  cotton  niRnufftc- 
ture,  including  the  manii&ctttre  of  mactuneijr,  blcftcfae- 
ries,  and  |irint  vorfca,  was,  in  1831,  ascertained  to  be 
$44^914^934^  (nnce  considerably  au^ented,)  and  at  that 
tune  gare  employment  to  labor  within  their  own  works 
and  factories,  equal  to  $12,155,723  per  annum.  From 
this,  it  appears  that  the  wages  in  the  manu&cture  of 
cotton  uvd  machinery,  bkacheries  and  printing,  exceed 
the  whole  amount  of  wages  for  manning  our  whole  com- 
merced marine  m  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade.  The 
Government  has,  with  the  moet  politic  and  liberal  care, 
protected  this  branch  of  our  industry,  and  giren  to  our 
own  ^tizens  the  entire  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade. 

[Here  Mr.  P.  was  called  to  wder  by  Mr.  Jsvivn,  of 
Maryland,  on  the  ground  that  a  member  had  not  a  right 
to  read  h£i  own  speech,  or  the  speech  of  another. 

Mr.  P.  replied  that  he  was  d<Mng  neither,  but  was  re- 
ferring only  to  his  own  notes. 

The  CKAim  decided  Mr.  P.  was  in  order. 
Mr.  jBvmn  then  resd  from  Jefferson's  Manual  to  prove 
the  correctaess  of  bis  positions.] 

Mr.  P.  was  permitted  to  proceed.  I  regret,  said  he, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ifaryland  has  gpone  off  half  cocked. 
I  regret  these  interruptions,  as  they  will  necessarily  tend 
to  protract  my  remarks. 

The  cry  of  << question'^  becoming  now  loud,  Mr.  P. 
said,  When,  in  the  cry  of  "  question,''  I  hear  the  knell  of 
my  country's  rain,  as  vas  once  sud  by  a  celebrated  Eng- 
lish statesman,  I  will  not  yidd  the  floor;  as  the  very  few 
minutes  more  which  I  intend  to  speak,  may,  for  th^t  time, 
at  least,  keep  off  the  ruin  with  which  we  are  threatened. 
Vow,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  and  wherefore  are  we  required 
to  pass  this  bUl?    To  appease,  as  I  am  led  to  belieye,  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  entail  ruin  on  all  those  States 
which  have  ever  been  obedient,  to  quiet  one  that  for 
a  long  ^me  has  been  refractory,  and  liberal  in  threats 
of  nuUificsAion,  secession,  disunion,  and  civil  war.     Sir, 
is  this  ibo  way  to  concihate  and  secure  the  affections  of 
that  portion  of  the  country  from  which  I  ceme?    Punish 
them,  because  South  Carolina,  who  well  deseryes  punish- 
ment, reqoiresit!  Let  gentlemen  beware,  lest,  in  avoiding 
the  rock,  we  are  swallowed  up  in  the  whirlpool,  which 
ought  ss  sedulously  to  be  avoided.    Tes,  sir;  New  Eng- 
land, which  complies  with  all  your  requisitions,  violates 
no  law,  seldom  exercises  the  privilege  of  complaining,  is 
to  be  tnmed  over  to  the  beggarly  elements,  while  South 
Carofina  is  to  be  invited  to  the  richest  feast  which  the  nation 
caiu  provide  for  her!    This,  I  suppose,  is  substantial  jus- 
tice, retributive  justice,  commutative  justice.     Sir,  our 
evils  and  sufferings  will  be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  re- 
flection that  South  Carolina  mainly  contributed  to  fasten 
upon  us  that  very  system  of  which  she  now  so  loudly 
complains.    It  was  resisted  by  the  people  whom  I  repre- 
sent, until  resistance  was  found  to  be  altogether  useless. 
They  had,  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
strictive measures  which  led  to  the  creation  of  our  pre- 
irailing  policy,  other  pursuits  and  more  profitable  ones 
than  those  which  they  now  have. 

Sir,  I  am  old  enough  to  recollect  the  effect  of  the  sud- 
den change  in  our  policy.  1  knew  men  whose  property 
at  that  time  was  principally  in  navigation,  who  had  a 
rig-ht  to  beFfeve  themselves  rich  and  independent,  who 
have  gone  down  to  the  grave  poor  and  pennyless.  Some 
there  are  who  are  still  living,  and  now  lingering  out  an 
existence  by  no  means  desirable,  in  poverty  and  want. 
Sir,  are  we  always  to  be  thus  the  sport  of  the  measures 
xnd  legislation  of  the  Government?  Let  it  not  be  left  to 
theoi  to  say,  our  Government  is  as  treacherous  as  the 
bLa,  and  as  unstable  as  the  waves  of  the  ocean. 

f  have  much  more  to  say,  said  Mr.  P.  $  but  having  already 
occupied  too  much  of  the  valuable  time  of  this  commit- 
*^Cy  I  must  now  yield  the  floor,  thanking  gentlemen  for 
•  jcir  very  patient  attention. 

Vol..  IX.— 96 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BANKS,  the  committeathen  rose,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 

Thvesdat,  Jahuabt  31. 
MASSACHUSETTS  RESOLUTION. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wildz,  of  Georgia,  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  the  House  by  which  a  memorial  from  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  to 
alter  the  tariff,  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, so  &r  as  related  to^  a  report  therein  contained  from  a 
committee  of  that  Legislature  was  concerned,  coming  up 
for  consideration; 

Mr.  WILiyHrose,  and  read  from  the  document  in  ques- 
tion an  extract  from  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions;  which 
part  of  the  preamble,  he  said,  imputed  to  the  Committer 
of  Ways  and  Means  that  their  real  object  in  reporting 
this  bill  was  different  from  their  prof<eissed  and  ostensible 
one.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  be  understood  as  express- 
ing or  feeling  either  mortification  or  surprise  at  this  for' 
mal  impeachment  of  the  motives  of  his  associates  and  him- 
self. The  lan^age  of  the  preamble  was  not  certainly 
such  as  legislative  bodies,  m  their  solemn  public  acts,  bad 
been  accustomed  to  use  or  hear.  Perhaps  it  was  altoge- 
ther such  as  deliberative  assemblies  had  heretofore  con- 
sidered worthy  of  their  dignity  and  gravity.  Every  pub- 
lic body,  however,  said  Mr.  W.,  must  be  presumed  to 
know  the  tone  which  it  best  becomes  them  to  adopt,  and 
in  that  most  delicate  task  of  nicety  adapting  the  shades 
of  language  to  the  tints  of  character:  far  be  it  from  me  to 
question  any  judgment  which  the  liberal  and  enlightened 
Legislature  of^  the  State  of  Massachusetts  may  think  pro- 
per to  pronounce  upon  itself.  With  that  I  do  not  meddle. 
My  business  is  with  the  judgment  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Legislature  to  pass  upon  myself  and  my  associates.  In  the 
justice  of  this  judgment,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  I 
should  acquiesce.  I  will  examine  neither  its  courtesy  nor 
candor.  It  may  be  all  true,  and  it  maybe  the  pleasure  of 
this  House  to  confirm  by  its  votes  the  high  authority  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  With  all  this, 
said  Mr.  W.,  I  have  nothing  to  do.  Whether  the  majority 
of  this  House  will  or  will  nor  unite  with  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  in  pronouncing  the  conduct  of  their  com- 
mittee disreputable  and  deceitful,  it  becomes  me  not  to 
conjecture.  I  cannot  admit  the  fkct  to  be  so,  and  1  ask 
of  the  courtesy  of_  gentlemen  permission  to  record  my 
vote  against  it.  I  hope  the  question  may  not  be  discussed. 
I  have  no  disposition  to  be  thought  improperly  sensitive 
or  fastidious;  none  to  get  at  new  causes  of  angry^  contro- 
versy, new  occasions  for  heats  and  jealousies.  This  House 
can  surely  proceed,  without  debate,  to  do  an  act  of  simple 
justice.  I  ask  that  the  vote  referring  this  preamble,  and 
ordering  it  to  be  printed,  may  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  oi  Massachusetts,  said  he  wished  to  offer  a 
word  or  two  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
feeling  that  the  question  of  a  reduction  of  protecting  du- 
ties involved  matter  of  £*reat  importance  to  the  people  of 
that  State,  had  referred  that  subject  with  other  matters 
to  a  joint  committee  of  members  of  both  Houses:  that 
committee  had  made  a  report  in  part,  so  fiir  as  related  to 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
this  House:  that  report  had  been  ac^d  on  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, certain,  resolves  had  been  psssed  in  consequence, 
and  the  whole  had  been  forwarded  to  each  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  on  this  floor.  One 
of  his  colleagues  [Mr.  Adaxb]  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent a  copy  of  these  papers  to  the  House,  and  had  moved 
that  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  printed:  that  motion  had 
prevailed.  But  now,  a  motion  was  msde  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  to  reconsider  that  Tote,  so  far  as  the 
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fnnds  in  articles  of  cottaA  nuuiulketare,  meh  ts  bare  been 
80  eztenslYeihf'  pnurtiseffb  woollens.  It  is  unfortunately 
lometinies  misiinderstood,  as  intended  to  indicate  the  ac- 
tual Talue  of  the  article  embraced  in  it.  It  has  been 
stated*  eren  on  the  floor  of  Congpresi*  that  when  the  mi- 
nimum of  25  cents  per  square  yard  was  established  by  the 
tariff  of  1816,  that  was  the  actual  value  of  the  article  re- 
ferred to;  whereas,  by  a  reference  to  the  proceeding^  of 
Congreas  at  the  time,  it  will  appear  that  the  tariff  was 
established  almost  ezdusiTely  with  reference  to  India 
cottons,  the  average  value  of  .which  was  9  cents  per  yard. 
The  duty  being  25  per  cent,  on  25  cents,  or  6^  cents,  was 
consequently  70  per  cent. 

**It  has  been  the  object  of  subsequent  tariffs  to  em- 
brace other  goods  from  9  to  35  cents;  as  they  can  have 
none  but  a  prohibitory  effect,  except  upon  wtioles  say 
from  15  to  35  cents,  if  we  suppose  the  average  value  of 
cottons  imported  is  between  these  sums,  saj  25  cents,  the 
really  effective  per  centage  of  duty  paid  is  considerably 
less  now  than  it  was  in  1816,  upon  the  articles  intended 
to  be  embraced  b^^  the  tariff  of^  that  year.  It  is,  in  fact, 
but  35  instead  of  70  per  cent. 

"  Such  have  been  the  frauds  practised  in  woollens,  by 
attempting  to  regulate  the  duties  by  the  cost  of  them  in 
the  country  whence  imported,  it  is  presumed  it  is  not  con- 
templated to  apply  this  mode  to  cotton  manufactures. 
But  the  mode  suggested  by  the  question  is  believed  to  be 
liable  to  as  great  or  greater  objections.  In  the  first  place, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  find  siutable  apprusers; 
in  order  to  ensure  the  requisite  skill  and  information,  they 
must  be  selected  from  tnose  merchants  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  importinff,  or,  at  least,  in  that  of  buying  and 
selling  here;  and  if  so,  however  skilful  and  experienced, 
as  well  as  respectable  they  may  be,  they  would  be  too 
much  interested  in  the  subject  to  make,  in  all  cases,  a 
correct  appraisal.  In  fact,  they  would  have  it  in  their 
power  to  set  the  tone  to  the  whole  market;  and  however 
nonest  and  well-intentioned  men  may  be,  human  nature 
cannot  bear  such  temptations. 

"But  a  still  more  important  objection  is  the  fluctua- 
tions in  prices,  which  are  well  knpwn  to  be  much  ^^reater 
in  our  own  markets  than  those  from  which  we  import 
manufactured  goods;  because  the  high  and  prohibitory 
tariffs  of  those  nations  exclude  foreign  fabrics,  while  our 
system,  as  much  as  it  is  complained  of,  still  allows  our 
markets  to  be  the  receptacle  or  manufactured  g^ds  fVx>m 
all  countries,  and  to  be  frequently  glutted  with  them. 
Hence,  the  duties  would  be  siibject  to  perpetual  and  very 
material  variations;  and,  what  is  of  yet  greater  imports 
ance,  they  would  be  lowest,  and  the  protection  to  our 
manufactures  the  least,  when  they  need  it  the  most,  be- 
cause their  own  goods  are  selling  at  the  lowest  rates,  thus 
doubling  to  them  the  evil  of  reduced  prices;  while  the 
foreign  manufacturer  would  find  the  same  evil  lessened 
to  htm  instead  of  increased,  because  the  lower  the  value 
of  his  goods,  the  less  duties  he  would  have  to  pay;  thus 
^ving  to  foreign  an  advantage  over  domestic  industry, 
instead  of  the  reverse,  which  sound  poFicy,  or  at  least  the 
principle  of  the  protective  system,  dictates.  Were  this 
mode  of  levying[  the  duties  in  operation  at  tlie  present 
time,  when  it  is  well  known  all  kinds  of  manufactured 
goods  have  greatly  declined  from  last  year's  prices,  and 
many  domestic  as  well  as  foreign  fabrics  are  selling  at 
great  nicrifices,  how  could  we  witiistand  such  a  discrimi- 
nation in  favor  of  the  foreign  manufacturer?  Many  would 
be  ruined  by  it,  and  all  would  suffer  irremediably.  There 
arc  many  other  objections  to  the  ad  valorem  system,  but 
it  IS  believed  the  foregoin|^  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
adoption  of  it  would  be  ruinous  to  our  manufactures,  and 
little  better  than  a  total  repeal  of  the  tariff." 

It  has  been  contended  by  gentlemen  who  have  partici- 
pated in  this  debate,  and,  among  others,  by  an  honorable 
member  from  MaryUnd,  [Mr.  Howinn,]  that  cotton  ma- 


nufketores  need  no  further  protection  than  this  bill  gives, 
because  cotton  goods  are  exported  already.  This  is  true, 
but  not  to  much  extent,  and  none  but  the  heaviest  and 
coarsest  goods  are  exported  on  which  more  stock  and 
less  labor  are  bestowed,  and  such  as  have  not  been  made 
in  Engfamd  to  a  YtTj  great  extent.  The  business  of  ex- 
porting cotton  goodi  is  rather  a  chance  business,  ventured 
upon  oocasionaily  by  our  merchants  who  are  the  most  en- 
terprising in  the  world,  who  drive  their  commerce  into 
eveiy  port  that  is  open  to  them,  and  who  export  cotton 
goods  as  a  remittance  or  an  adventure,  sometimes  making 
a  profit  and  as  often  losing.  The  exportation  of  these 
goods  is  by  no  means  a  regular  business.  Those  mer- 
clutnts  who  have  tried  it  the  longest  have  lost  by  it  and 
given  it  up.  What  business,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  so  despe^ 
rate  as  not  to  be  sometimes  hazarded  by  some? 

I  have  already  stated  the  probable  amount  invested  in 
cotton  manufactories  in  Rhode  Island,  and  now  have  the 
returns  of  the  number  of  the  cotton  and  other  manufac- 
tories in  Rhode  Idand,  from  the  Treasury  Department 
GenUemen  need  not  be  alarmed,  for  I  shall  not  read  the 
paper  which  I  have  now  in  my  hand,  but  will  only  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  an  abstract  of  these  re- 
turns, from  which  will  be  learnt  that  there  are  in  Rhode 
Island  119  cotton  mills,  238,877  spindles,  number  of  men 
employed  1,744,  women  3,301,  children  3,550,  whose 
Aggregate  wares  amount  to  $1,214,515.  Shall  these  men, 
women,  and  children,  be  thrown  out  of  their  employment, 
and  turned  beggars  upon  the  world,  by  our  legislation  f 
They  mil  then  be  fit  for  treason,  stratagems,  and  apoil; 
ytSf  rir,  and  nullification  too.  Will  they,  sir,  submit  to 
such  a  state  of  things  as  the  pass^^  of  this  bill  ^D  pro- 
duce? We  do  not  deal  in  menaces  or  gasconade,  to  the 
extent  indulged  in  by  somo  portions  of  this  Union.  We 
are  slow  to  anger.  A  vertical  stm  has  not  to  the  same 
dej^e  warmed  our  blood,  or  caused  it  to  course  so 
quickly  through  our  veins;  but,  sir,  the  same  causes  wiQ 
produce  the  same  effects  here  they  have  produced  in  other 
countries.  The  cries  of  tiie  poor  and  laboring  classes  for 
bread  will  be  heard,  and  must  be  heeded;  the  fires  of 
Nottingham,  Bristol,  and  Manchester,  may  be  transferred 
to  this  now  happy  land. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  abstract  I  have  exhibited,  that 
about  7,000  women  and  children  are  usefully  and  profit- 
ably employed  in  these  institutions.  And  let  it  not  be 
understood,  as  I  have  heard  it  insinuated  on  thia floor, 
that  they  are  the  white  slaves  of  those  who  employ  them. 
Sir,  the  reverse  is  nearer  the  truth.  I  have  seen  a  female, 
who,  before  she  was  twenty  years  Of  age,  by  her  edict, 
stopped  every  mill  in  one  of  the  most  flourishing  manu- 
facturing villages  in  Rhode  Island.  She  was  called  the. 
Hancock  of  Pawtucket,  because  she  was  as  annoying  to 
the  mill-owners  in  that  yillage,  because  they  were  as  much 
in  dread  of  her  influence  and  power,  as  the  British  Go- 
vernment ever  was  of  the  influence  of  John  Hancock,  or 
Samuel  Adams.  Like  them,  too,  she  was  not  included  in 
the  general  amnestv  promulgated  for  the  benefit  of  her 
followers,  but  was  finally  hired  to  leave  those  who  seemed 
to  be  controlled  by  her  influence.  Sir,  rather  than  sub- 
mit to  the  evils  of  this  bill,  she  would  head  an  army  of  her 
own  sex  lo  nullify  obnoxious  laws,  or  meet  those  who  are 
opposed  to  wholesome  regulations.  The  operations  of  the 
American  83r8tem  are  altogether  in  favor  of  the  poor  and 
laboring  classes  of  our  community.  Every  tariff  we  hare 
passed  might  with  great  propriety  be  denominated  the 
poor  man's  protection. 

Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  a  comparison  of  the  great  and 
leading  interests  of  the  nation.  From  papers  before 
me,  said  he,  I  am  authorized  to  state  that  the  tonnage  of 
the  United  States,  registered  and  enrolled,  is  about 
2,000,000  tons;  which,  estimated  at  30  dollars  per  ton, 
would  be  160,000,000.  This  is  supposed  to  employ  no 
less  than  80,000  seamen,  which,  at  10  dollars  wages  per 
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month,  is  $9,600*000  per  annum.  The  cotton  manufac- 
ture, including  the  manu&cture  of  mactunerjr,  blea<^e- 
ries,  and  print  works,  was,  in  1831,  ascertained  to  be 
$44,914,934,  (nnce  considerably  au^ented,)  and  at  that 
time  gave  employment  to  labor  within  their  own  wcMrks 
and  fitctories,  equal  to  #12,155,723  per  annum.  From 
this,  it  appears  that  the  wages  in  the  manufiusture  of 
cotton  and  machinery,  bkacheries  and  printings  exceed 
the  whole  amount  of  wag;es  for  manning  our  whole  com- 
mercial marine  in  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade.  The 
Government  has,  with  the  most  politic  and  liberal  care, 
protected  this  branch  of  our  inoustry,  and  |^ven  to  our 
own  citizens  the  entire  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade. 

[Here  Mr.  P.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Jsimn,  of 
Maryland,  on  the  ground  that  a  member  had  not  a  rig^t 
to  read  his  own  speech,  or  tiie  speech  of  another. 

Mr.  P.  replied  that  he  was  doing  neither,  but  was  re- 
ferring only  to  his  own  notes. 

The  Chjlib  decided  Mr.  P.  was  in  order. 
Mr.  JxirivxB  then  read  from  Jefferson's  Manual  to  prove 
the  correctness  of  his  positions.] 

Mr.  P.  was  permitted  to  proceed.  I  ' egre^  ^^  he, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ifaryknd  has  gpone  oft  half  cocked. 
I  regret  these  interruptions,  as  they  will  necessarily  tend 
to  protract  my  remarks. 

The  cry  of  '^question''  becoming  now  loud,  Mr.  P. 
said.  When,  in  the  cry  of  *'  question,''  I  hear  the  knell  of 
my  country's  ruin,  as  was  once  said  by  a  celebrated  Eng- 
lish statesman,  I  will  not  yield  the  floor;  as  the  very  few 
minutes  more  which  I  intend  to  speak,  may,  for  that  time, 
at  least,  keep  off  the  ruin  with  which  we  are  th^atened. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  and  wherefore  are  we  required 
to  paae  this  bill?    To  appease,  as  I  am  led  to  believe,  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  entail  ruin  on  all  those  States 
which  have  ever  been  obedient,  to  quiet  one  that  for 
a  long  time  has  been  refractory,  and  liberal  in  threats 
of  nullilication,  secession,  disunion,  and  civil  war.     Sir, 
is  this  the  way  to  conciliate  and  secure  the  affections  of 
that  portion  of  the  country  from  which  I  ceme?    Punish 
them,  because  South  Carolina,  who  well  deserv^es  punish- 
ment, requires  it!  Let  gentlemen  beware,  lest,  in  avoiding 
the  rock,  we  are  swallowed  up  in  the  whirlpool,  which 
ought  as  sedulously  to  be  avoided.    Tes,  sir;  New  Eng- 
land, which  complies  with  all  vour  requisitions,  violates 
no  law,  seldom  exercises  the  privilege  of  complaining,  is 
'  to  be  turned  over  to  the  beggp&rly  elements,  while  South 
Carolina  is  to  be  invited  to  the  richest  feast  which  the  nation 
cau  provide  for  her!     This,  I  suppose,  is  substantial  jus- 
tice, retributive  Justice,  commutative  justice.     Sir,  our 
evils  and  sufferings  will  be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  re- 
flection that  South  Carolina  mainly  contributed  to  fasten 
upon  us  that  very  system  of  which  she  now  so  loudly 
complains.     It  was  resisted  by  the  people  whom  I  repre- 
sent, until  resistance  was  found  to  be  altogether  useless. 
They  had,  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  re- 
strictive measures  which  led  to  the  creation  of  our  pre- 
vailing* policy,  other  pursuits  and  more  profltable  ones 
than  those  which  they  now  have. 

Sir,  I  am  old  enough  to  recollect  the  effect  of  the  sud- 
den change  in  our  policy.  I  knew  men  whose  property 
at  that  time  was  principally  in  navigation,  who  had  a 
right  to  bellreve  themselves  rich  and  independent,  who 
have  gone  down  to  the  g^ve  poor  and  penny  less.  Some 
there  are  who  are  still  living,  and  now  lingering  out  an 
existence  by  no  means  desirable,  in  poverty  and  want. 
Sir,  are  we  always  to  be  thus  the  sport  of  the  measures 
and  legislation  of  the  Giovernment?  Let  it  not  be  lefl  to 
them  to  say,  our  Government  is  as  treacherous  as  the 
sea,  and  as  unstable  as  the  waves  of  the  ocean. 

I  have  much  more  to  say,  said  Mr.  P.  $  but  having  already 
occupied  too  much  of  the  valuable  time  of  this  commit- 
tee, I  must  now  yield  the  floor,  thanking  gentlemen  for 
their  very  patient  attention. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  BANKS,  the  committea.then  rose,  and 
tb«  House  adjourned. 

Thvbssat,  JaituabtSI. 
MASSACHUSETTS  RESOLUTION. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wiu>i!,  of  Georgia,  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  the  House  by  which  a  memorial  from  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  to 
uter  the  tariff,  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, so  far  as  related  to^  a  report  therein  contained  from  a 
connnittee  of  that  Legislature  was  concerned,  cooung  up 
for  consideration; 

Mr.  WILDRrose,  and  read  from  the  document  in  ques- 
tion an  extract  from  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions;  which 
part  of  the  preamble,  he  said,  imputed  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  ana  Means  that  their  real  object  in  reporting 
this  bill  was  different  from  their  professed  and  ostensible 
one.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  not  be  understood  as  express- 
ing or  feeling  either  mortiflcation  or  surprise  at  this  for- 
mal impeachment  of  the  motives  of  his  associates  and  him- 
self. The  lan^age  of  the  preamble  was  not  certainly 
such  as  legislative  bodies,  m  their  solemn  public  acts,  had 
been  accustomed  to  use  or  hear.  Perhaps  it  was  altoge- 
ther such  as  deliberative  assemblies  had  heretofore  con- 
sidered worthy  of  their  dignity  and  gravity.  Every  pub- 
lic body,  however,  said  Mr.  W.,  must  be  presumed  to 
know  the  tone  which  it  best  becomes  them  to  adopt,  and 
in  that  most  delicate  task  of  nicety  adapting  the  shades 
of  language  to  the  tints  of  character:  far  be  it  from  me  to 
question  any  Judgment  which  the  liberal  and  enlightened 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  may  think  pro- 
per to  pronounce  upon  itself  With  that  I  do  not  meddle. 
My  busmess  is  with  the  judgment  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Legislature  to  pass  upon  myself  and  my  associates.  In  the 
justice  of  this  judgment,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  I 
should  acquiesce.  I  will  examine  neither  its  courtesy  nor 
candor.  It  may  be  all  true,  and  it  maybe  the  pleasure  of 
this  House  to  confirm  by  its  votes  the  high  authority  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  With  all  this, 
said  Mr.  W.,  I  have  nothing  to  do.  Whether  the  majority 
of  this  House  will  or  will  not  unite  with  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  in  pronouncing  the  conduct  of  their  com- 
mittee disreputable  and  deceitful,  it  becomes  me  not  to 
conjecture.  I  cannot  admit  the  fact  to  be  so,  and  I  ask 
of  the  courtesy  of  gentlemen  permission  to  record  my 
vote  against  it.  I  hope  the  question  may  not  be  discussed. 
I  have  no  disposition  to  be  thought  improperly  sensitive 
or  fastidious;  none  to  get  at  new  causes  of  angry  contro* 
versy,  new  occasions  for  heats  and  j ealousies.  This  House 
can  surely  proceed,  without  debate,  to  do  an  act  of  simple 
justice.  I  ask  that  the  vote  referring  this  preamble,  and 
ordering  it  to  be  printed,  may  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  ot  Massachusetts,  said  he  wished  to  offer  a 
word  or  two  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
feeling  that  the  question  of  a  reduction  of  protecting  du- 
ties involved  matter  of  gpreat  importance  to  the  people  of 
that  State,  had  refierred  that  subject  with  other  matters 
to  a  joint  committee  of  members  of  both  Houses:  that 
committee  had  made  a  report  in  part,  so  far  as  related  to 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Coounittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
this  House:  that  report  had  been  ac^ed  on  by  the  Legisla- 
jture,  certain,  resolves  had  been  passed  in  consequence, 
and  the  whole  had  been  forwarded  to^each  of  the  repre^ 
sentatives  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  on  this  floor.  One 
of  his  colleagues  [Mr.  Adams]  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  pre- 
sent a  copy  of  these  papers  to  the  House,  and  l»d  moved 
that  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  ol  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  printed:  that  motion  had 
prevailed.  But  now>  a  motion  ¥ra8  made  by  the  ^ntle* 
man  from  Georgia  to  reconsider  that  vote,  so  far  as  the 
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report  of  the  legislative  committee  waa  concerned:  and 
this  motion  was  made  on  the  express  ground  that  that  re- 
port contained  languag^e  oflTensire  to  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Now  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  cared  one 
farthing  whether  the  resolutions  passed  by  them  were  sub- 
mitted to  this  Hopse  or  not.  There  was  nothing  on  the 
face  of  the  resolutions  which  indicated  any  desire  that 
they  should  be  laid  before  Congress.  Those  resolutions 
were  in  the  form  of  instruction  to  their  Senators,  and 
request  to  their  Representatives. 

I'hey  contained  r  clear  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
character  of  the  bill  before  this  House,  and  that  opinion 
was,  unquestionably,  very  different  from  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means:  but  the  expression  of 
it  implied  no  intention  to  give  offence  to  that  committee. 
Such  votes  of  opinion  were,  he  believed,  usual  in  all  legis- 
lative bodies.  Certainly  such  resolutions  had  been  panied 
in  the  Legislatures  of  more  States  than  one  in  this  Union 
since  the  bill  had  been  reported:  and  he  had  never  known 
any  exception  taken  to  any  such  legislative  expressions  of 
opinion,  however  they  might  differ  from  the  opinions  en- 
tertained by  particular  individuals,  or  even  by  a  mere  ma- 
jority of  this  House.  Nothing  disrespectful  to  this  body 
was  implied  in  the  passage  of  such  legislative  acts:  nor 
bad  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  present  ease, 
done  any  thing  which  ought  to  be  so  conndered. 

It  had  been  the  custom  of  the  members  of  the  House, 
when  such  papers  were  put  forth  .by  the  Legislatures  of 
the  States  from  which  they  came,  more  especially  where 
they  contained  instructions  to  them,  to  lay  copies  of  the 
resolutions  before  the  House.  Such  was  the  well  known 
and  .established  usage,  and  it  was  as  much  the  usage  of  the 
House  always  to  refer  such  papers,  and  order  the  print- 
ing of  them.  • 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  however,  took  anexcep* 
tion,  not  to  the  general  usage,  but  to  the  printing  of  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  report  of  the  Massachusetts  committee. 
The  language  of  these  passages  impugned,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  gentleman,  the  motives  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means:  but  the  language  contained  nothing 
disrespectful  to  the  committee  or  to  the  House.  M'hat 
was  the  amount  of  it?  Merely  this:  that,  in  reviewing  the 
measures  proposed  by  the  committee,  the  committee  of 
Massachusetts  were  of  opinion  tLat  other  considerations, 
besides  a  mere  reduction  of  the  revenue,  have  indubed  the 
committee  to  report  the  bill  which  they  had  brought  into 
the  House. 

Now  Mr.  D.  put  it  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  upon  his  honor,  tosayif  othecconsiderationshad 
not  had  at  least  as  strong  an  operution  on  the  committee  as 
tl^e  mere  desire  to  reduce  the  revenue.  Mr.  D.  knew  not 
the  sentiments  which  might  be  in  the  breast  of  his  friend 
from  Georgia,  or  in  the  hearts  of  other  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  but  had  the  committee 
said,  would  they  now  say,  themselves,  that  they  had  no 
other  object  in  View  but  merely  and  purely  to  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government?  There  was  not 
a  man  upon  this  floor  who  did  not  know  that  other  consi- 
derations had  been  entertained  here.  Every  one  knew 
that  the  great  end  and  object  of  the  bill  was  to  get  rid  of 
the  tariff,  to  reduce  the  duties,  not  to  diminish  the  reve- 
nue. Every  body  knew  that  the  whole  South  had  been 
laboring,  for  years  and  years,  to  destroy  the  protective 
system.  Mr.  D.  did  not  complain  of  this.  Those  gentle- 
men had  a  right  to  bring  forward  their  views,  and  to  press 
them  with  all  the  force  of  argument.  But  Mr.  D.  did  as- 
sert (whether  the  lang^ge  should  be  considered  respect- 
ful or  not)  that  other  motives  had  entered  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  members  here,  and  that  the  reduction  of 
the  tcvenue  was  merely  an  argument  employed  in  refer- 
ence to  an  ulterior  object — an  object  which  many  gentle- 
men had  long  had  in  constant  view.     The  argument  had 


been  pressed,  he  admitted,  with  great  force.  Mr.  D.  did 
not  know,  indeed,  that  the  language  employed  by  the 
legislative  committee  of  Massachusetts  had  been  the  hap- 
piest and  most  proper  that  might  have  been  employed; 
but  sure  he  was  that  no  hostility  had  been  expressed  or 
felt  toward  the  g«ntle,man  from  Georgia,  or  any  of  his  col- 
leagues on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  No  ill 
bl(Md,  no  purpose  of  offence,  he  was  very  certain,  had 
been  entertained  by  those  who  di«v^  up  thti  report.  With- 
out any  such  feeling,  and  without  the  least  want  of  respect 
for  the  committee,  Mr.  D.  himself  believed  that  other 
considerations  had  actuated  the  committee;  nor  did  he  sup- 
pose that  any  one  would  question  it  for  a  moment.  The 
coroinittee  had  put  forth  in  this  repost  but  one  reason,  viz. 
the  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  he  did  not  think  they  would  themselves  deny 
that  no  other  motive  had  had  place  in  their  minds.  Mr. 
D.  should  be  very  sorry  if,  after  the  House  had  sent  these 
resolutions  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  had  placed 
them  on  the  files  of  the  House,  resolutions  which  com- 
mitted no  man,  the  printing  of  which  sanctioned  nothing 
contained  in  them,  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  by 
so  uncourteous  a  vote  as  was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  WILDE  said  that  he  did  not  complain  of  any  thing 
contained  in  the  papers  of  Massachusetts,  as  pressing  at 
all  on  the  dignity  of  any  member  of  the  House:  for  him- 
self, he  claimed  nothing  more  than  belongped  to  him  in 
common  with  every  other  member  of  the  House.  Nor 
would  he,  by  any  argument  ad  honUnem,  or  argument  of 
any  other  kind,  be  induced  to  enter  at  large  into  a  discus- 
sion on  this  topic.  All  he  asked  was,  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  record  his  vote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid 
the  conclusion  that  he  assented  to  the  accusation  contained 
in  the  Massachusetts  repoct. 

Mr.  JS.  EVERETT  said  he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
WiLDB,]  to  say  a  few  words.    The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gfia  asks  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  passed  yesterday, 
to  commit  and  print  the  report  and  resolutions  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, because  those  papers  charge  him  and  his  col> 
leagues  with  <<  disreputable  and  deceitful  conduct,"  and 
because  he  wishes  not  to  stand  in  the  ridiculqus  position 
of  sanctioning  such  a  charge  upon  himself  as  he  should 
do  if  the  order  to  commit  and  print  these  papers  were  re- 
corded without  his  dissenting  voice.      Sir,  I  would  not 
have  voted  myself  for  the  commitment  of  these  papers, 
had  I  supposed  that,  in  so  doing,  I  brought  such  a  charge 
against  the  gentleman  and  bis  colleagues.     1  respect  him 
and  them.     I  do  not  wish  to  have  their  feelings  wounded, 
and  I  would  not  co-operate  In  wounding  them.      1  resist 
the  gentleman's  motion  of  reconsideration,  because  it  im- 
putes, in  substance,  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
an  intention  to  give  tliat  gentleman  and  his  colleagues  per- 
sonal offence.  Now,  sir,  1  wholly  deny  that  any  such  thing' 
was  intended;  and,  also,  that  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  respectfully  disposing,  in  the  usual  manner,  of  the  re- 
ports and  resolutions  of  a  *•  sovereign  State,"  (I  use  tlie 
fashionable  phrase,  although  I  do  not  think  it  the  best 
mode  of  characterizing  any  one  of  these  United  States,) 
binds  itself,  at  any  time,  to  any  bf^the  doctrines  which  may 
be  contained  in  such  papers.    A  contrary  principle  would, 
pledge  this  House  to  some  pretty  strange  doctrines.      I 
have  sat  here,  year  after  year,  and  witi^cssed  the  presen- 
tation and  commitment  of  many  documents,  fram  differe  nt 
quarters,  expressing  themselves,  on  the  subject  of  our  le- 
gislation here,  in  terms,  contrasted  witli  which  the  lan- 
guage of  these  resolutions  is  mild  and  gentle.  1  never  ha  v  e 
known  the  regular  and  respectful  disposal  of  such  papers 
resisted  on  the  grounds  taken  by  the  gehtleman  from. 
Georgia;  and  I  take  leave  .to  say  t^at  the  State  of  Georgia. 
has  contributed  her  full  share  of  papers  of  this  character 
Co  the  files  of  the  House.     1  have  no  especial  commission 
to  interpret  the  purposes  of  the  commonwealth  of  Masssi- 
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cbttsetts  in  adopting'  this  report  and- resolutions;  but  I 
feel  qatte  ai^e  in  saying  that  it  was  no  part  of  that  pur- 
pose to  give  personal  offence  to  the  gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues. Such  a  supposition  is  excluded  bj  the  charac- 
ter of  all  the  parties*  by  the  character  of  the  committee, 
by  the  character  of  tlie  body  supposed  to  haye  made  the 
charge,  by  the  reason  and  nature  of  the  case. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  verbal  criticism  of  the  docu- 
ment, nor  endeavor  to  say  over  a^n  what  has  been  said 
by  my  ootteague.  I  hold  with  him,  that  it  is  the  evident 
and  express  intentioii'  of  the  report  to  say  this:  that  the 
object  of  the  pending  bill  ia  not  the  fiscal  operation  of 
reducing  a  redundant  revenue,  but  a  political  measure,  to 
the  state  of  affairs  in  the  South.  Now,  nr,  is  tliere  any 
offensive  imputation  of  motives  in  this?  On  the  contrary, 
is  it  not  matter  of  notoriety  and  universal  admission  P  I 
have  heard  a  great  part  of  what  has  been  said  on  this 
floor,  for  and  against  the  pending  bill;  I  have  conversed 
with  members  on  both  sdes,  all  round  the  House,  and 
have  been  not  an  inattentive  reader  of  the  public  journals 
onthisgretA  subject,*  and  if  my  memory  does  not  deceive 
me,  J  have  not  heard  nor  read  an  opinion  from  a  single 
individual,  in  the  House  or  out  of  it,  which  did  not  take 
it  for  granted,  as  a  thing  neither  needing  to  be  afHraied, 
aor  capable  of  being  denied,  that  the  great  prevailing 
object  of  bringing  forward  this  bill  at  this  time  is,  not 
to  adopt  a  fiscal  measure,  beginning  and  ending  in  reve- 
nue, but  to  pursue  a  course  of  policy,  in  reference  to 
protecting  duties^  which  will  meet  the  requisitions  of 
South  Carolina.  Did  not  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
put  thb  to  OS  in  the  strongest  and  simplest  form  ?  Did 
he  not  ten  us,  the  other  evening,  that  the  question  on 
the  bill  was  reduced  to  this  alternative,  either  to  lay  a 
duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  or  go  to  war  with  South  Carolina? 
And  after  that  avowal,  can  the  gentleman  take  pfTence  at 
its  being  said  that  the  reduction  of  duties  is  not  his  only 
object?  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  quote  precedents 
to  justify  the  language  of  the  LegisUture  of  Massachu- 
setts. If  1  did,  they  are  numerous  and  ample.  When 
the  bill  of  183S  passed,  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  DitATTos]  moved  t6  amend  the  bill  so  tliat  it  should 
read,  a  bill  tct  increase  the  duties  on  certidn  imports,  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  profits  of  certam  manu- 
facturers. Did  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  con- 
ceive himself  as  making  an  imputation  personally  offensive 
to  the  majority  of  the  House  who  had  just  passed  the  bill? 

But  I  have  a  precedent  a  little  more  close  to  the  point. 
In  1829,  the  L.egislature  of  Georgia  sent  her  protest  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  against  the  law  of  1828, 
and  used  the  following  language,  in  speaking  not  of  a 
report  of  a  committee,  but  of  an  act  which  had  received 
the  sanction  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Government,  and 
was  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  I  read  a  passage  from 
the  joomal  of  the  Senate:  **  In  her  sovereign  character 
the  State  of  Georgia  protests  against  the  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  entitled  '  An  act  in  alteration  of  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,'  as  deceptive  in 
its  title,  fraudulent  in  its  pretexts,  oppressive  in  its  exac- 
tions, partial  and  unjust  in  its  operations,  unconstitutional 
in  its  well  known  objects,  ruinous  to  commerce  and  agri- 
culture, to  secure  a  hateful  monopoly  to  a  combination  of 
importunate  manufacturers."  Pretty  strong  language, 
to  be  sure,  sir;  but  did  Georgia,  in  using  it,  really  mean 
to  charge  with  disreputable  conduct  the  members  of 
Congress  who  passed  the  bill,  among  whom  are  persons 
vhom  she  delighted,  and  I  presume  still  delights  to  honor, 
the  late  Secretary  of  'War,  [Mr.  Eaton,]  the  present  Se- 
cretary of  the  l^reasury,  [Mr.  MclAne,]  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  over  the  way,  [Mr.  R.  M.  Joniisoir,]  and 
'ite  Vice  President  elect  of  the  United  Sutes,  [Mr.  Van 
Buren,]  all  of  whom  recorded  their  names  in  favor  of  this 
^ilj,  *«  thus  deceptive  in  its  title,  and  fraudulent  in  its 
pretexts?'* 


Does  not  the  gfentleman  frbm  Georgia  [Mr.  Wildx] 
see  that  the  course  he  pursues,  if  successful, would  place 
tl^e  Se.iate,  and  his  friends  there,  in  a  very  disagreeable 
position  ?  If  he  should  succeed  in  throwing  the  resolu- 
tion of  Massachusetts  out  of  this  House,  on  the  grounds 
taken  by  him,  will  tne  members  of  Congress  rest  con- 
tented, while  the  journal  of  the  Senate  contains  a  protest 
from  Georgia,  going  much  further  in  charging  those  who 
voted  for  the  bill  of  1828  with  being  parties  to  a  deceitful 
and  fraudulent  act?  If  the  resolutions  of  Massachusetts 
are  to  be  thrown  out  of  this  House,  will  it  not  be  equal 
justice  to  expunge  .the  protest  of  Georgia  from  the  jour- 
nals of  the  other?  If  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  should 
succeed  in  affixing  this  stiema  on  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, will  there  be  found  no  Senator  to  mete  back 
the  same  measure  to  Georgia?  And  where  is  a  warfare  of 
this  kind  to  end? 

Sir,  I  end  as  I  beg^n;  nothing  personally  offensive  is 
infended.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  ex- 
pressed its  opinions  freely  on  a  subject  of  great  public 
concernment,  and  is -entitled  to  that  respectful  reception 
from  the  House,  which  was  accorded  to  it  yesterday,  and 
I  trust  wiU  not  be  revoked  to-day.  I  hope  the  genUeman 
will  not  press  his  motion. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  that  he  should  vote  against  the 
reconsideration,  not  because  he  did  or  did  not  consider 
the  language  referred  to  as  offensive,  but  because  (though 
not  disposed  to  carry  the  doctrine  of  State  rights  to  ex- 
tremes) he  thought  every  State  had  a  right  to  speak  to 
this  House  m  its^  own  language.  For  his  part,  he  Kked 
to  see  every  State  speak  to  the  General  Government  in 
plain  language;  and  he  believed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  record  its  language.  He  did  not  consider  the 
report  as  containing  language  imputing  any  censure  to  the 
motives  of  th^  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  was 
free  to  acknowledge  that  the  committee  and  this  House 
had  far  higher  objects  in  view  in  passing  this  bill  than  a 
mere  reduction  of  the  revenue;  it  looked  to  the  quieting 
of  the  country;  not  to  the  pacifying  of  South  Carolina 
alone,  but  to  the  peace  of  every  portion  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WiLDB  upon  the  table.  He,  however,  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion at  the  request  of 

Mr.  POLK,  who  said  that  he  was  very  indifferent 
whether  the  motion  prevailed  or  not;  The  papers  from 
Massachusetts  were  not  addressed  to  Congress,  and  there* 
fore  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  a 
State  had  a  right  to  speak  to  the  General  Government  in 
its  own  language,  did  not  apply.  Mr.  P.  did  not  dispute 
the  right;  but  these  were  resolutions  addressed  by  Mas- 
sachusetts to  her  own  representatives,  one  of  whom  had 
presented  them  to  the  House,  and  ca\\sed  them,  in  part, 
to  be  read.  Mr.  P.  had  heard  them  imperfectly;  but,  on 
looking  at  the  papers,  he  found  their  language  to  be  veiy 
violent  in  its  character,  charg^ng^  those  who  pressed  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  asmtendingto  exercise  <<a 
wanton  act  of  power."  [Here  Mr.  P.  quoted  the  resolu- 
tions. ]  Here  all  who  desired  a  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
all  who  wished  to  see  the  rates  of  protection  lowered, 
were  denounced  in  a  paper  coming  from  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  and  which  had  been  presented  by  one 
of  the  members  fVom  that  State,  and  might  therefore  be 
presumed  to  express  that  gentleman's  own  opinions.  The 
imputation  was  not  restricted  to  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  but  was  made  against  every  , 
friend  of  reduction  in  the  House.  As  an  humble  member 
of  the  committee,  Mr.  P.  did  not  care  a  straw  foe  this 
language;  the  violence  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
should  not  affect  him.  But  the  language  of  the  report 
was  not  justified  by  fact:  these  papers  affirmed  that  the 
House  was  about  to  abandon  the  whole  protective  policy » 
was  that  true? 

Mr.  P*  woujid  notice  some  other  paragraphs^  and  \^ 
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noticed,  ox&f  to  repel  Uiem.  [After  quoting  seTcnd .  pas- 
sages from  the  resolutions,  and  commenting  on  them, 
Mr.  P.  continued.]  He  would  say,  that  ^b«w5  who  were 
capable  of  thus  imputing  to  othem  motiyes  which  were 
€TiH  were  themselves  capable  of  being  influenced  by 
motives  such  as  the^  would  not  avow.  If  such  motives 
were  imputed  to  him  and  to  his  colleagues,  he  hurled 
tibem  back  from  whence  they  came.  The  committee  had 
honestly  endeavored  to  do  their  duty,  as  they  understood 
it,  and  they  could  do  no  less  than  repel  such  imputations. 
They  were  wholly  unauihori7.ed$  many  assumptions  in 
the  report  were  wholly  untrue;  and  the  whole  paper 
seemed  not  to  have  been  duly  considered  before  it  was 
adopted  and  put  forth  to  the  world.  Mr.  P.  concluded 
by  repeating  that  he  cared  not  what  became  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  had  chosen  to 
express  his  opinions  in  the  language  contained  in  the 
paper  referred  to. 

Mr.  WICKL.IFFE  sud  that  nothing  the  gentleman  had 
read  was  half  as  violent  as  the  language  employed  by 
gentlemen  of  the  House  in  Iheir  speeches  on  thA  floor, 
and  for  which  they  had  not  been  called  to  order.  Mr. 
W.  was  very  sure  that  if  he  thought  the  bill  proposed 
a  **  wanton  act  of  |>ower|"  he  would  not  hesitate  to  say 
so.  He  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WILDE  said  that  as  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Wtcklivvb]  had  thought  proper  to  conclude  a 
speech  with  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  thereby  cut 
off  all  opportunitpr  of  reply,  he  should  do  all  that  remain- 
ed to  him,  by  asking  the  yeas  and  nays.      ^ 

Mr.  WICKLIFFB  said  that  if  the  gentleman  was  very 
anxious  to  reply,  he  would  once  more  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion; and  he  withdrew  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  WILDE  said  he  should  not  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays 
would  be  taken  on  this  question.     He  considered  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  as  an  insult  to 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.     The  proposition  w;a8  to  turn 
out  of  doors  a  solemn,  deliberate,  puDlic  act  of  her  Le- 
gislature, after  it  bad  been  received  by  the  House,  and 
by  its  authority  placed  upon  its  flies.     Mr.  A.  repeated, 
that  such  a  motitn  Was  an  insult  on  Massachusetts;  and, 
therefore,  he  desii*ed  the  vote  upon  it  should  be  recorded. 
As  to  the  exceptioa  which  was  taken  to  language  used  by 
the  committee  of  the  Massachusetts    Lensuture,  and 
adopted  and  sanctioned  by  both  Houses  of  tiiat  Legisla- 
ture, on  the  ground  that  it  contained  an  injurious  imputa- 
tion on  the  motives  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  if  genUemen  were  so  exceedingly 
sensitive  themselves,  it  might  be  well  for  them  to  consider 
before  they  cast  imputations  upon  the  motives  of  others. 
A  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  sat  behind  him,  [Mr. 
Polk,]  had  taken  quite  as  gpreat  liberties  with  the  motives 
of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  as  that  Legislature 
had  done  with  his  motives,  or  those  of  his  colleagues. 
[Mr.  Polk  here  said  that  was  what  he  intended.] 
He  now  heard  the  gentieman  say  that  "he  had  intended 
to  do  so;"  but  if  so,  then  the  gentieman  had  no  right  to 
object  to  an  imputation  on  his  own  motives.    The  gentle- 
man should  content  himself  with  exercising  the  privilege 
of  retaliator)*  warfare,  without  calling  upon  this  House  to 
add  the  weight  of  their  sanction  to  his  resentments,  by 
dishonoring  the  resolutions  of  a  State  of  this  Cnion.  Tht 
motion  was  as  unexampled  as  it  was  outrageous.    Mr.  A. 
said  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  afiixed  the  idea  of  un> 
bounded  power  to  the  word  **  sovereignty;"  nor  was  he 
one  who  neld  that  the  States  of  this  Union  were  «  sove- 
reign States,"  in  the  sense  which  some  others  applied  to 
that  phrase.    It  was  probably  the  belief  of  some  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  that,  in  his  system  of  political 
opinions^  he  was  disposod  to  curtail  too  much  the  sove- 


reign powers  of  the  states;  but  he  was  of  opinion,  that, 
when  one  of  the  States,  sovereign  or  not,  spoke  throus^h 
ita  Legislature,  and  the  public  act  of  the  Legislature  had 
been  regularly  received  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
it  was  entitied  to  be  treated  with  profound  reject,  and 
not  with  insult. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Evxextt]  had  read 
some  papers  heretofore  received  by  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress from  the  Le^slature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
which  were  couched  in  lanruage  fuller  by  far,  and  much 
stronger,  than  that  which  had  been  objected  to  in  the 
paper  from  Massachusetts,  and  which  contained  imputa- 
tions on  the  motives,  not  of  particular  individuala,  or  of  a 
particular  committee,  but  of  the  whole  Congress  in  a 
body.  Mr.  A.  would  take  the  libertv  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  certain  passages  of  another  paper,  re- 
ceived at  this  very  session,  and  only  a  few  days  unce,  as 
one  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  recent  message 
of  the  Executive  to  Congress;  a  paper  which  was  sud  to 
speak  the  sentiments  of  South  Carolina;  it  was  an  addrea 
from  the  South  Carolina  convention;  addressed,  not  as  its 
title  in  the  printed  document  purports,  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  convention  acknowledged  no 
people  of  the  United  States;  according  to  them  there 
exists  no  such  people;  but  addressed  to  the  people  of 
twenty-three  distinct  communities  in  this  country,  and 
what  did  they  say?  Here  is  the  address,  rir;  and  it  is  to 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  New  York,  and  so 
on,  naming  in  succession  each  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
twenty-three  in  number. 
And  what  says  this  address^ 

*<  Every  representative  in  Congress  should  be  responsi- 
ble, not  only  to  his  own  immediate  constituents,  but 
through  them  and  their  common  participation  in  the  bur- 
dens imposed,  to  the  constituents  of  every  other  repre- 
sentative. -  If,  in  the  enactment  of  a  protecting  tariff*,  the 
majority  in  Congress  imposed  upon  their  own  constituents 
the  same  burdens  which  they  impose  upon  the  people  of 
South  Carolina,  that  majority  would  act  under  all  the  re- 
straints of  political  responsibility,  and  we  should  have  the 
best  security  which  human  wisdom  has  yet  devised 
against  oppressive  legislation.  But  the  fiict  is  precisely 
the  reverse  of  this.  The  majority  in  Congress,  in  im- 
posing protecting  duties,  which  are  utteri^  destructive  of 
the  interests  of  South  Carolina,  not^only  impose  no  bur* 
dens,  but  actually  confer  enriching  bounties  upon  their 
constituents,  proportioned  to  the  burdens  they  impose 
upon  us.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  principle  of 
representative  responsibility  is  perverted  into  a  principle 
of  absolute  despotism." 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  A.,  here  is  a  direct  charge 
upon  the  majority  in  Congress, of  making  themselves^  by 
a  gross  perversion  of  the  principle  of  representative  re- 
sponsibility, the  instruments  of  absolute  despotism.  Is 
this  no  imputation?  Is  this  not  enough?  What  further? 
"It  is  this  very  tie,  binding  the  majority  of  Congress  to 
execute  the  will  of  their  constituents,  which  makes  them 
our  inexorable  oppressors.  They  dare  not  open  their 
hearts  to  the  sentiments  of  human  justice,  or  to  the  feel- 
ings of  human  sjrmpathy." 

Now,  sir,  this  paper,  from  which  I  have  read  tiiese 
passages,  was  received  by  the  House,  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  2,500 
copies  of  it  ordered  to  be  printed,  to-be  circulated  among 
our  constituents.  Yet  it  tells  a  majority  of  this  body  that 
they  <*dare  not  open  their  hearts  to  the  sentimentrof 
justice  and  humanity."  Yet  the  gentieman  from  Georgia 
is  much  aflfected  because  it  may  by  possibility  be  supposed 
that  his  motives  are  reflected  on  in  a  paper  from  Massa- 
chusetts. This  certainly  shows  that  the  gentieman  must 
suppose  that  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  stands  in 
this  House  on  a  very  diflPerent  ground  from  that  on  which 
other  Legislatures  stand;  that  there  are  in  this  Union 
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two  clanes  of  States,  from  one  of  which  the  nunority  of 
GoBgress  miiBt  tamely  submit  to  any  and  every  insulting 
iinputatioo,  while  the  other  class  most  not  dare  to  breathe 
a  suspicion  upon  the  unsullied  purity  even  of  a  committee 
of  this  House,  but  at  the  peril  of  being  kicked  with  in- 
dignity out  of  your  doors. 

With  regard  to  the  imputation  itself  which  appears  to 
have  so  deeply  wounded  the  feelings  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia^ 


produce!  and  thus  each  part  becomes  a  benefiustor  to  the 
remainder  of  the  community;  and  internal  commerce  is 
created,  which  is  necessary  for  all,  beneficial  to  all,  and 
profitable  to  all. 

I  deem  it  of  the  first  importance  that  this  Government 
should  adopt  a  policy  which  would  enable  us  to  provide 
by  our  own  labor,  our  own  means,  and  our^iwn  resources, 
aU  those  things  which  are  necessary  for  our  wants,  our 
comforts,  and  our  independence,  in  time  of  peace  {  and 


[Here  Mr.  Boov,  of  Indiana,  interrupted  Mr.  A.,  and  for  our  safety  and  defence  in  time  of  war.    It  cannot. 


demanded  the  orders  of  the  day.] 

The  motion  j>revai]ed,  98  to  79,  and  the  House  went 
again  into  committee  on 

THE  TAMFP  BILL. 

Mr.  BANKS,  of  Pennsylvania,  being  entitled  to  the 
flooi',  rose,  and  said  that,  as  the  people  whom  he  repre- 
sented on  that  floor  were  principally  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural, manu&cturin^,  and  mechanical  pursuits,  he  had  felt 
it  his  duty  to  examme  the  bill  now  under  consideration, 
and  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  will  most  probably  be  its 
effect  upon  those  interests  if  it  should  become  a  law. 
The  duty,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  have  performed  with  care,  atten- 
tion, and  even  anxiety;  and  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  committee  while  I  submit  the  views  which  I  have  taken, 
and  the  conclusions  to  which  my  mind  has  come,  on  this 
.most  important  and  much  distracting  subject. 

I  occupy  my  place  here  as  an  avowed  mend  of  domes- 
tic and  American  industry.  I  am  prepared  to  go,  in  le- 
S'slation,  every  just  and  reasonable  length  to  protect  the 
bor  of  our  own  citizens  against  the  labor  of  foreigners, 
and  the  influence  of  foreign  Governments.  In  doing  this 
I  would  not  go  further  than  tnay  be  found  necessary  to 
accomplish  this  object.  I  would  proceed  with  caution; 
yes,  sir,  even  with  guarded  steps,  lest,  while  protecting 
one  species  of  labor  and  one  species  of  interest,  injury 
might  be  done  to  other  labor  and  other  interests,  of  no  less 
importance  to  the  country ;  and  thus  the  cause  which  I  pro- 
fess to  advocate,  might  be  arrested  in  its  advancement. 

Pennsylvania,  the  State  from  which  1  come,  and  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  part,  on  this  floor,  has 
at  all  times  been  the  firm  and  steaay  friend  of  this  protect- 
ing policy.  That  State  looks  upon  this  policy  as  being 
essential  to  her  prosperity  and  welfare.  It  is  to  that  po- 
licy that  slie  is  mainly  indebted  for  her  present  highly  im- 
proved condition.  That  policy  has  contributed  largely  to 
bestow  upon  the  people  of  that  State  the  many  blessings 
and  r'^h  advantages  which  they  now  so  eminently  enjoy. 
That  policy  is  welt  suited  to  the  industrious  and  virtuous 
habits  of  the  people  of  that  State.  Her  local  advantages 
are  great;  her  agricultural  resources  are  inexhaustible; 
her  mineral  wealth  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  any  State  in 
this  Union.  That  policy  brings  intQ  requisition  all  the 
energies  of  her  industrious  peoplct  It  draws  largely  up- 
on all  her  advantages  and  resources;  insomuch  that  they 
cannot  fail  to  impart  to  the  people  comforts,  wealth,  and 
independence,  in  a  very  high  deg^e. 

Pennsylvania  has  always  viewed  this  policy  as  of  great 
national  importance;  as  a  great  national  measure.  She 
does  not  look  upon  it  as  beneficial  to  herself  alone,  but 
equally  so  to  every  portion  of  this  wide  extended  coun- 
try. Wheh  she  asks  that  her  interests  and  the  labor  of 
her  citizens  should  be  protected,  she  is  willing  that  the 
same  degree  of  protection  should  be  g^nted  to  all  the  in- 
terests and  labor  of  the  citizens  of  every  other  State  in 
this  Union.  Her  principles  on  this  subject  have  never 
been  other  than  the  most  liberal.  It  is  only  by  giving  this 
general  protection  to  all  interests  in  this  country,  that  the 
great  benefits  of  this  policy  can  ever  be  fully  realized. 
It  \%  this  extension  that  gives  to  it  a  national  character 
and  national  importance.    It  is  this  extension  that  enables 


with  truth,  be  said  that  we  are  either  free  or  independent 
while  we  are  compelled  to  look  to  foreign  Governments 
for  a  constant  supply  of  those  things  which  we  daily  need 
for  the  subsistence  and  comfort  oiourselves  and  our  fami- 
lies. This  state  of  dependence  will  always  have  an  inju- 
rious effect  upon  our  freedom;  it  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  our  form  of  Government,  and  the  habits  and  patriot- 
ism of  our  people.  Much  less  can  it  be  said  that  we  are 
free  or  independent,  when  we  are  constrained  to  look  to 
otur  enemiea  for  our  means  of  defence,  our  munitions  of 
war.  No,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  emphatically  repeat  it,  we  are 
neither  free  nor  independent,  as  long  as  we  are  fed,  and 
clothed,  and  armed,  at  the  will  of  our  enemy.  It  is  tune 
that  we  should  shake  off  this  worse  than  colonial  depend- 
ence. Let  us  provide  for  ourselves  those  articles  which 
are  so  essential  at  all  times;  we  have  the  means:  aU  that 
is  wanting  is -wise  legislation  on  our  part.  The  people 
will  not  fail  to  do  their  part  in  this  great  work.  Until 
this  is  accomplished,  we  will  be  dependent  upon  the  le- 

Jpslation  of  foreign  Governments,  upon  tlie  mere  will  of 
oreign  Powers.  Our  supplies  will  be  ever  subject  to 
interruptions,  liable  to  be  entirely  cut  off  at  the  caprice 
of  a  foreign  despot.  Who  would  be  willing  to  hold  all 
the  comforts  of  civilized  life  by  so  uncertain  and  precari- 
ous a  tenure?  Our  citizens,  while  this  state  of  things  en- 
dures, will  be  subject  to  constant  losses  from  fluctuations 
of  trade,  and  from  convulsions  abroad.  Let  us  then  place 
the  labor  and  industry  of  our  own  country  bevond  the 
reach,  above  the  control  of  forei^  influence  anQ  foreign 
legislation.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  will  we  be,  in 
reality,  what  we  profess  to  bei  a  free  and  independent 
people. 

That  I  have  thus  spoken  the  opinion  of  my  constituents, 
and  of  the  people  ox  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  I  cannot 
entertain  a  doubt.  That  this  is  their  opinion,  will  be 
amply  confirmed  by  recurrence  to  the  messages  of  our 
State  Executive,  the  resolves  of  our  Legislature,  of  our 
State  conventions,  of  our  city,  town,  viUage,  and  coun- 
ty meetings.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  people  as  spoken 
through  the  press.  I  say,  from  all  those  sources  but  one 
opinion  can  be  formed,  and  that  is,  that  Pennsylvania  can- 
not consent  to  abandon  the  protective  policy.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  difierence  of  opinion  of  the  people  of 
that  State  as  to  men  or  measures,  all  those  differences 
were  lost  in  their  devotion  to  this  policy:  on  it,  sir,  all 
united.  I  cannot  but  embrace  the  opinion  that  this  po- 
licy b  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  my  con- 
stituents, and  of  the  State  from  which  I  come,  ^nd  that 
it  is  equally  so  to  every  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
coqntry. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  poHcy  imposes  unjust,  un- 
equal, and  oppressive  burdens  upon  a  certain  portion  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  If  this  be  true,  it  ought  to 
be  changed.  Much  as  my  constituents  value  this  policy, 
they  would  not  persist  in  it  if  this  was  its  eflfect.  They 
do  not  wish  to  profit  by  the  oppression  of  others.  This 
is  not  their  morality,  nor  their  system  of  political  econo- 
my. But,  sir,  permit  me  to  examine'  this  charge  before 
assent  is  given  to  it.  It  is  often  more  easy  to  prefer  a 
charge,  th^4t  ts-to  support  it.  I  have  been  present  here 
during  \^6  discussions  of  this  subject.     I  have  carefully 

on- portion  ofthe  country  to  supply  the  rest  with  those  examined  all  documents  which  have  been  furnished  us. 

articles  which  the  people  require,  and  which  they  cannot]  I  have  also  TisteRed  to  the  discussions  with  attention;  and 
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I  now  say,  that  no  eridence  has  been  furnished  me,  which 
has  the  slightest  tendency  to  establish  this  charge;  nor 
have  I  heard  any  argument  advanced,  from  which  its 
truth  could  rationally  be  inferred:  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  evidence  proves,  in  the  most  clear,  definite,  and  dis- 
tinct manner,  that  the  charge  is  wholly  unfounded.  The 
charge  has  been  often  made,  and  as  often  refuted.  This 
policy  not  only  does  not  impose  those  burdens,  but,  sir, 
confers  blessings  and  advantages  even  upon  this  much 
complaining  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens,  as  I  think  can 
be  most  clearly  shown.  I  will  select  the  article  of  cotton 
for  illustration'  I  believe  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
culture  of  this  article  are  most  loud  and  clamorous  in 
their  complaints  ag^nst  this  policy.  How  does  it  operate 
on  the  cotton  planter?  Does  it  lessen  the  demand  for 
this  article?  Does  it  diminbh  the  use  or  consumption  of 
cotton?  No,  sir:  I  answer  that  it  does  not.  The  demand 
for  cotton  is  increased,  the  consumption  of  it  is  increased. 
This  policy  has  created  an  extensive  and  rich  market  for 
cotton  in  our  own  country,  Nor  does  this  market,  for  it 
at  home  injure  its  sale  abroad.  While  the  market  at 
"home  has  been  rapidly  increasing,  the  sales  of  it  abroad 
have  been  as  rapidly  increasing.  This  is  a  fact  which  is 
undeniable.  So  far  as  this  policy  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
crease the  demand  for  this  article,  and  the  consumption 
of  it,  the  cotton  planter  must  be  benefited.  This  is  a  con- 
clusion which  is  irresistible,  and  that  it  has  this  direct 
tendency,  has  been  most  clearly  proved;  in  fact,  it  is  a 
conceded  point.  Nor  is  this^  the  only  way  in  which  this 
policy  operates  beneficially  to  the  cotton  planter;  while 
it  increases  the  demand  for  the  article,  it  returns  to  the 
planter  the  cotton  &bric  at  a  reduced  "price,  and  of  a  much 
superior  quality,  and  of  every  variety  suited  to  all  his 
wants;  and  this  has  a  strong  tendency  to  increase  the  de- 
mand for  the  raw  material.  If  I  am  correct  in  my  pre- 
mises, tliat  this  policy  increases  tlie  diemand  for  cotton, 
and  returns  the  fabric  at  a  reduced  price,  of  superior 
quality,  and  of  every  possible  variety,  it  must,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things,  benefit  the  cotton  planter.  That  it  does 
BO  operate,  I  do  not  entertun  a  doubt;  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  so  perfectly  obvious  as  not  to  require  comment. 

That  the  imposition  of  duty  upon  articles  imported 
does,  in  some  instances,  increase  the  price,  is  doubtless 
true.  I  think  it  will  be  found  to  be  so  as  to  tea  and  cof- 
fee. On  those  articles  it  will  be,  in  strictness,  a  tax  on 
the  consumer.  Those  articles  are  not  the  growth  of  this 
countly;  our  labor  is  not  in  any  degree  connected  with 
them.  Our  supply  is  altogether  from  abroad.  We  have 
no  competition,  as  to  them,  at  home.  The  duty  laid  upon 
them  is  a  burden  upon  the  people;  and,  sir,  1  am  oppos- 
ed to  this  bill  for  that  reason.  These  articles  are  used  in 
every  family  in  my  district,  by  the  rich  and  poor  alike. 
Go  into  the  counti^,  and  you  will  find  tea  or  coffee  once, 
if  not  twice  a  day,  on  the  tables  of  the  poor,  as  well  as 
on  those  of  the  rich.  Why,  then,  I  ask,  impose  this  duty 
on  those  articles?  It  is  a  tax  on  the  poor,  without  confer- 
ring a  benefit  on  any  portion  of  our  people.  No  duty 
should  be  laid  on  these  articles.  Let  the  poor  have  them 
as  well  as  the  rich.  The  duty  will  tend  to  keep  the  best 
quality  from  our  market.  I  want  the  best  quality  im- 
ported and  placed  within  the  means  of  the  poor  who  labor, 
as  well  as  the  rich,  who  do  not. 

When  the  raw  material  is  raised  to  advantage  in  our 
country;  when  our  soil  and  climate  are  congenial  to  the 
growth  and  production  of  the  raw  material;  and  when  we 
can  manufacture  this  raw  material  to  advantage,  then  I 
contend  the  imposition  of  a  duty  does  not  necessarily  in- 
crease the  price  to  the  consumer,  and  this  for  the  most 
obvious  reasons.  Hy  the  imposition  of  duty,  protection- 
is  afforded,  which  invites  to  the  employment  of  capital 
and  skill,  which  devises  means  to  improve  machinery, 
and  save  labor;  genius  is  employed  in  the  cause  of  ex- 
cited competition;  and  thus  the  article  is  manufactured  at 


the  least  possible  expense;  the  supply  of  the  market  is 
greatly  increased;  tiiis  always  operates  on  the  price;  the 
result  is,  that  the  article  being  produced  at  the  least  pos- 
sible expense,  and  the  increased  supply  of  the  market, 
compels  both  the  domestic  and  foreign  manufacturer  to 
sell  at  the  least  possible  profit,  and  the  price  is  certainly 
less  to  the  consumer.     This,  sir,  is  the  operation  of  this 
system.    Under  the  acU  of  1824  and  1828,  the  prices 
were  not  increased,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  diminish- 
ed: of  the  truth  of  this,  we  have  the  most  clear  and  con- 
vincing proof.    In  the  cases  put,  it  does  not  follow  that 
loss  falls  upon  any  one;  but  it  is  most  clear  that  it  does 
not  fall  upon  the  coilsumer.     If  loss  is  sustained,  it  must 
necessarily  be  borne  by  the  domestic  or  foreign  manufac- 
turer, and  most  likely  is  borne  in  part' by  each.     I  there- 
fore think  it  is  perfectly  clear,  and  well  settled,  that, 
this  protecting  policy  does  not  impose  unjust,  unequal, 
or  oppressive  burdens  upon  any  portion  of  the  people. 
That  it  does,  is  a  proposition  which  I  utterly  deny;  it 
is  a  doctrine  ag^nst  which  I  enter  my  most  solemn 
protest.     I,   therefore,  cannot  consent  to  abandon  this 
policy,  at  the  bidding,  much  less  at  the  Ihreat,  of  any  por- 
tion of  my  countrymen. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  objections  to  any  legislation 
on  this  subject  at  this  time,  which,  with  the  indulgence 
of  the  committee,  I  will  proceed  to  submit.  Sir,  at  the 
last  session  of  Cong^ss,  this  subject  was  submitted  to  us 
for  our  consideration,  and  then  received  our  action.  It 
was  then  fully  examined  by  two  committees  of  this 
House,  and  elaborate  reports  were  made.  The  people 
sent  on  their  memorials  from  every  part  of  the  country. 
All  the  various  interests  of  the  country  were  then  fully 
and  patiently  heard.  The  wants  and  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple were  then  made  known  to  us,  in  the  most  ample  and 
decided  manner.  Every  congressional  district  in  the 
Union  was  heard  from*  Probably  on  no  occasion,  since 
the  organization  of  the  Government,  was  the  will  of  the 
people  so  fully  made  known  to  their  representatives  here, 
as  on  that  occasion.  We  had  all  the  light  then  that  we 
have  now.  The  subject  was  then  discussed  fully,  and  at 
g^eat  leng^.  The  claims  of  our  Southern  brethren 
were  then  presented  in-  the  most  imposing  form;  our  ac- 
tion was  then  demanded  as  a  matter  of  concession  and 
compromise.  It  was  asked  of  us  as  brethren  of  the  same 
community.  Permit  me  to  say  that  this  had  great  weight 
in  our  deliberations.  In  the  absence  of  this  spirit  of  har- 
mony and  compromise,  which  was  thus  invoked,  tliat  bill 
could  never  have  found  its  way  through  this  House  with 
the  vote  it  then  obtained.  It  was  most  unequivocally  a 
bill  of  compromise  and  concession..  It  was  asked  as  such, 
urged  upon  us  as  such,  passed  as  such,  and  was  acquiesced 
in  by  the  people  as  such.  This  feeling  was  not  exhausted 
in  our  House;  it  accompanied  the  bill  until  its  consumma- 
tion. Follow  this  bill  in  its  progress  before  the  committee 
of  conference,  and  you  will  find,  sir,  that  this  same  spirit 
found  entrance  and  utterance  there.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  the 
all-controlling^ spirit  there.  What  interest  yielded  there? 
Was  it  that  of  the  South?  It  was  not.  It  was  the  agri- 
cultural and  manufacturing  interest.  The  ^woollen  in- 
terest, which  b  of  the  first  importance  to  the  people  of 
thii  country,  whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  was  there  yield- 
ed up  as  an  offering  to  quiet  the  murmurs  and  discontents 
of  the  South.  We  were  then  promised  harmony.  We 
were  then  told  that  permanency  would  be  given  to  the 
system  of  protection,  and  that  the  public  should  have 
some  repose. 

The  law  then  passed  provides  for  large  reduction  in 
the  revenues.  It  gives  that  quality  of  the  clothing  used 
by  slaves  almost  entirely  free  from  duty.  That  article 
was  put  in  the  hill  upon  their  own  terms,  for  the  benefit 
of  our  Southern  friends.  Southern  staples  by  that  law 
have  a  decided  advantage  in  consumption  over  that  of  the 
State  from  which  I  come;  and  how  has  this  law  been  re- 
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ceivedby  them?  Have  the  pledges  given  been  redeemed 
in  good  faith?  Has  the  promised  harmony  been  restored? 
Ha"^  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy  that  peace,  repose,  and 
permanency,  which  we  had  a  right  to  expect?  No,  sir, 
far,  very  far  from  it.  This  boon,  thus  tendered  by  us  in 
the  best  spirit  of  our  nature,  has  been  indignantly  reject- 
ed.  They  have  viewed  what  was  given  in  friendship  and 
compromise,  as  a  victory,  from  which  they  have  taken 
encouragement;  their  energies  are  redoubled,  and  they 
now  press  upon  us  with  increased  violence,  and  even 
threatened  force,  for  a  total  abandonment  of  the  protec- 
tive policy. 

This  law  was  passed  on  their  solicitation.  It  was  in- 
tended fur  their  benefit.  It  provides  for  large  reductions. 
According  to  their  own  theory^  it  must  necessarily  re- 
move, in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  their  fancied  oppres- 
aions.  Why,  then,  not  let  this  law  go  into  operation? 
It  might  be  found,  on  trial,  that  their  conceived  burdens 
would  be  totally  remoyed.  If  there  is  any  truth  in  their 
theory,  they  would  be  partially  removed  at  least.  If  the 
law  is  permitted  to  f;o  into  operation,  we  will  then  be 
enabled  to  judge  of  its  effects.  We  will  then  see  and 
know  what  degree  of  relief  it  gives,  if  any;  and  will  be 
the  better  enable«l  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whetlier  any 
more  is  required  or  needed.  If  the  law,  on  trial,  fail  of 
its  d(  sigpfied  effects,  that  deficiency  can  then  be  pointed 
out.  The  defects  can  then  be  clearly  and  definitely 
shj^i^n;  and  the  same  spirit  which  framed  the  law  will 
not  fail  to  amejtd  it,  so  as  fully  to  attain  its  ultimate 
objects. 

As  this  law  is  as  yet  untried,  what  its  effects  may  be 
upon  the  revenue  of  the  country  are  wholly  unknown. 
It  may  turn  out,  on  trial,  that  we  have  already  proceeded 
in  the  work  oi  reduction  below  the  revenue  standard. 
The  national  debt  is  not  yet  actually  paidofiE^  though  pro- 
vision is  made  finally  to  discharge  it.  There  are  many 
lai  ge  claims  against  the  Government  which  are  unliqui- 
dated; we  should  take  care  lest  we  so  reduce  our  availa- 
ble means  as  lobe  unable  to  meet  those  demands.  We 
do  not  know  what  may  be  the  operation  of  that  law  upon 
the  labor  of  the  country,  or  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  countiy,  which  have  grown  up  under  that  system 
of  policy  from  which  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  depart. 
I'hese  are  matters  well  worthy  of  our  most  serious  consi- 
deration. We  may  already  have  gone  as  far  as  they  can 
bear.  To  go  further  may  totally  destroy  them.  I  want 
the  light  of  experience  on  these  points.  In  that  guide 
there  is  cevtainty.  It  never  leads  statesmen  astray.  It 
would  be  dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  proceed  at  random. 
Prudence  counsels  us  to  stop.  To  proceed  further  now 
would  be  rash  and  inconsiderate,  and  might  prove  ruinous 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  I  am,  therefore,  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  any  further  legislation  on  this  subject, 
until  the  virtues  of  the  law  of  last  session  have  been  first 
tested. 

Why  repeal  that  law  before  the  penod  fixed  for  it  to 
go  into  operation?  It  is  not  known  that  it  will  be  injuri- 
ous in  its  eflects.  It  has  not  been  so  said  by  any  one.  The 
South  admits  tliat  it  will  remove  their  burdens  in  part. 
lYhat  was  our  excuse  with  the  people  for  the  protracted 
perio.l  of  the  last  session?  This  question  was  often  and 
anxiously  put  by  them.  Our  reply  was,  that  we  were  en- 
gage I  in  adjusting  the  tarifl^.  I'his  was  our  only  excuse. 
It  w.'is  deemed  a  sufiicient  justification.  A  large  portion 
"  of  (*ur  last  session  was  spent  on  this  subject,  and  in  pass- 
ing the  law  which  it  is  now  proposed  we  should  repeal. 
How  will  we  appear  if  we  now  repeal  that  law  without 
any  other  light  than  we  then  had?  It  will  be  a  direct  ad- 
mission that  that  time  was  uselessly,  and,  worse  than  use- 
leHsly  wasted.  It  appears  to  me  that  we  would  very  just- 
ly be  liable  to  the  imputation  that  we  had  legislated  last 
session  purely  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  necessity  to 
U-gislate  this  session;  and  that  it  took  us  all  this  session 


to  undo  what  it  took  us  half  of  the  last  session  to  do. 
And  this,  sir,  in  the  absence  of  any  good  or  plausible  rea- 
sons being  either  shown  or  alleged. 

This  part  of  the  subject  may  be  presented  in  another 
view,  which  is  of  no  little  importance.  The  law  of  last  ses- 
sion has  been  received  by  all  whose  interests  were  affect- 
ed b^  it,  as  the  rule  to  which  their  interests  were  to  be 
conformed.  Their  arrangements  have  been  made  so  as 
to  meet  its  provisions.  Their  contracts  were  made  in  re- 
liance upon  its  terms.  It  would  be  unjust  to  them  now, 
without  notice^,  to  change  that  law.  To  do  so  would  lead 
to  inevitable  loss.  It  would  counteract  all  their  arrange- 
ments, which  have  been  made  with  prudence  and  in  good 
faith.  It  would  produce  embarrassment,  and  even  bank- 
ruptcy, with  thousands  who  were  faultless,  except  in 
placing  confidence  in  our  legislation.  If  this  law  is  now, 
thus  suddenly  and  unexpectedly,  departed  from,  h  will 
destroy  all  faith  or  confidence  in  our  legislation.  No  pru- 
dent man  would  in  future  invest  money  in  reliance  upon 
our  laws.  Our  citizens  could  have  no  love,  affection,  or 
attachment  to  a  Government  that  would  be  thus  unstable 
and  treacherous  in  legislation.  Every  honest  feeling  of 
the  human  heart  revolts,  at  such  a  course  of  conduct  on 
the  part  of  this  Government.  We  wouhl  not  only  lose 
the  confidence  of  our  people  at  home,  but  also  our  cha- 
racter abroad,  by  the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  it  is  import- 
ant to  an  individual  to  sustain  a  character  for  punctuality 
with  those  with  whom  he  transacts  business,  it '  is  equally 
important  that  a  great  and  powerful  nation  should  sustain 
a  character  for  wisdom,  stability,  and  good  faith  in  leg^ 
lation,  with  all  the  world. 

In  the  absence  of  all  other  pleas  for  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  it  is  urged  upon  us  that  South  Carolina  has  pro- 
ceeded to  nullify  our  tariff  laws;  and  that,  to  save  the 
Union,  it  is  necessary  that  this  bill  should  be  enacted  into 
a  law  speedily.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  sole  reason 
why  this  bill  is  now  urged  upon  us.  In  the  absence  of 
this  fact,  I  feel  assured-^ive  should  not  have  been  troubled 
with  this  bill  at  this  session.  This,  sir,  is  delicate  ground. 
We  should  approach  it  with  caution.  To  repeal  a  Jaw, 
not  because  it  is  unjust,  inexpedient,  or  unconstitutional, 
but  because  a  certain  portion  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try have  threatened  to  resist  it,  would  be  setting  a  very^ 
dangerous  precedent.  It  is  a  precedent  which  I  am  not 
prepared  to  establish.  And  whenever  this  Government 
shall  set  this  precedent,  that  moment  this  Union  will  be 
virtually  destroyed.  What  else  is  it,  sir,  than  giving  a 
bounty  to  the  most  palpable  and  dangerous  infractions  of 
the  constitution?  Inviting  and  rewarding  resistance  to 
the  laws  and  institutions  or  the  country  ?  This  would  be 
at  once  to  surrender  up  the  constitution,  which  we  are 
sworn  to  support,  to  its  roost  open  and  lawless  violators. 
This,  sir,  is  the  last  mode  which  I  shall  adopt  to  preserve 
our  constitution  and  this  Uftion.  This  disquieted  people 
tell  i\s  they  have  planted  themselves  upon  their  sove- 
reignty and  their  reserved  rights.  They  have  thus  taken 
their  position,  I  will,  under  these  circumstances,  plant 
myself  upon  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  the  country.  This,  sir,  is  my  position;  it 
is  one  in  which  I  feel  strong,  and  from  which  I  cannot 
be  easily  driven.  This  is  the  time  that  we  should  be  firm, 
and  act  like  statesmen,  in  legislating  according  to  the 
dictates  of  our  sober  judgments,  so  as  to  promote  the 
good  of  the  people,  and  support  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  the  country. 

In  passing  this  bill,  we  will  not  only  reward  resistance 
to  the  laws,  but  we  will  punish  fidelity  to  them.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  in  South  Carolina  th^re  is  a  large 
portion  of  the  people  who  are  opposed  to  this  resistance, 
and  who  are  found  in  obedience  to  the  laws.  These  men 
are  now  proscribed  by  the  laws  of  that  'State.  It  is 
declared  by  a  law  of  that  State  that  they  shall  hold 
no  office— that  they  shall  not  even  sit  as  jurors,  unless 
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tiiey  will  take  an  oath  to  obsenre  the  law  of  nullifica- 
tion. Then,  I  iay,  pus  this  bill,  and  you  give  the  nul- 
lifies the  entire  ascendancy.  They  will  claim  the  victory 
as  theirs.  They  will  proclaim  themselves  as  the  libera- 
tors of  the  South  from  their  oppressions  and  thus  those 
men,  who,  from  principles  of  patriotism,  from  love  of 
country,  and  fidelity  to  the  laws,  have  refrained  from  re- 
sistance, will  be  altogether  subjected  to  those  friendly  to 
nulhfication.  Justice  to  those  worthy  citizens,  in  my  judg- 
ment, most  peremptorily  forbids  our  action  at  this  time. 

As  to  nulhfication,  I  had  not  intended  to  say  any  thing, 
nor  will  I  now  say  much.  But  I  cannot  forbear  saying 
that  I  view  nullification  as  a  remedy,  for  I  do  not  call  it  a 
right,  which  is  unknown  to  the  constitution — a  remedy 
which  does  not  flow  from  the  constitution,  but  is  at  vari- 
ance With  all  the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  and  against 
both  its  letter  and  spirit.  It  is  a  remedy,  sir,  which  is 
not  only  against,  but  above  the  constitution.  It  is  a  re- 
medy which  never  can  be  applied  until  the  constitution 
is  uprooted  and  entirely  overthrown .  This  remedy,  sir, 
whenever  applied,  will  lay  low  the  liberties  of  our  coun- 
try. I  have  thus  g^ven,  very  briefly,  my  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  we  should  not  legislate  at  all  on  this  subject 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  objections  to  the  bill  itself,  which 
I  will  present  in  a  few  words.  The  bill,  as  I  understand 
its  provinons,  and  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  >aaed, 
is  for  revenue  merely,  and  not  for  protection.  Although 
in  form  it  retains  protective  features,  yet  in  substance  it 
is  but  a  mockery  of  that  system.  I  am  no  advocate  for 
extravagant  expenditures  of  the  public  money  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  Government,  nor  would  I  be  disposed 
to  raise  a  greater  amount  of  revenue  than  is  necessary  to 
answer  and  meet  the  vario^ys  wants  of  the  Government. 
Let  us  only  anee  as  to  what  constitutes  these  wants,  and 
I  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
trjr  should  be  limited  to  that  point."  I,  no  doubt,  differ 
widely  in  opinion  with  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  as 
to  what  are  legitimately  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
I  would  embrace  all  objects  of  internal  improvement, 
such  as  are  purely  of.  a  national  character,  of  national 
importance,,  and  promising  national  benefits  and  advan- 
tages. These  objects  should  be  provided  for  and  con- 
structed at  the  national  expense,  and  out  of  the  national 
treasury. 

I  also  think  that  a  proper  protection  to  the  industry 
and  labor  of  our  own  citizens,  and  to  the  various  interests 
which  have  grown  up  under  the  tariff  laws,  is  among  the 
most  urgent  wants  of  the  Government.  These,  sir, 
should  be  provided  for.  "Whatever  duties  are  laid,  and 
revenue  collected,  so  impose  the  duties  as  to  afford  the 
greatest  possible  degree  of  protection  that  the  sum  ndsed 
will  afford.  This  bill  is  not  framed  with  a  view  to  this 
object,  tt  does  not  appear  to  have  entered  into  the  con- 
templation of  the  committee  when  fhmiing  the  bill.  Why 
increase  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee?  tt  could  not  be 
for  protection.  It  could  only  be  to  witlvdraw  the  sum 
thus  raised  from  the  protection  of  our  own  interests.  It 
could  be  laid  with  no  other  view.  It  can  be  accounted 
for  on  no  other  principle.  I  repeat,  then,  whatever  sum 
is  raised,  let  it  be  so  laid  as  to  protect  our  own  industry,  our 
agriculture,  and  manufactures.  To  those  branches  which 
are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  country,  and  stand 
most  in  need  of  our  aid,  grant  the  greatest  degree  of  pro- 
tection. To  those  branches  which  are  not  so  important, 
or  which  are  more  able  to  sustam  themselves  against  fo- 
reign competition,  grant  a  less  degree  of  protection.  .  I 
desire  to  see  a  bill  framed  on  this  principle.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  made  no  effort  of  this  kind. 
I  feel  confident  that  a  bill  can  be  framed  on  this  principle, 
which  will  afford  all  the  protection  to  our  interests  which 
we  want,  which  will  not  raise  a  larger  amount  of  reve- 
nue than  is  necessary  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the 


Government,  and  which  will  not  operate  with  undue  se- 
verity upon  any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
And,  further,  that  it  can  be  made  so  clear  and  obvious 
that  all  those  purposes  are  answered,  -that  no  one  will  dis- 
pute it.  This  is  certainly  desirable.  It  is  at  least  worth 
a  trial.  This  would  quiet  discontents  in  all  (juartera,  and 
give  permanency  to  our  legislation  and  national  policy. 
These  are  objects  of  g^^eat  importance,  and  devoutly  to 
be  wished  for  by  every  lover  of  his  country.  I  do  not 
despair  of  accomplishing  these  ends.  I  entertain  no  fears 
on  this  point.  Let  us  be  prudent  and  patient.  I  have 
full  confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  iustice  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  perplexing  question  will  be  settled — ^wisely 
and  beneficially  settled.  But  let  us  now  abstain  from 
rashly  passing  a  law  whiph  must  and  will  destroy  all  hope 
of  its  future  adjustment. 

This  bill  proposes  a  total  change  of  the  long  and  well 
established  policy  of  the  country — a  policy  which  has 
often  been  decided  on  by  the  nation,  and  most  happily 
acquiesced  in  by  the  people.  This  policy  has  been  le- 
nient in  its  operations.  The  people  have  never  complain- 
ed of  it  as  a  burden.  They  do  not  know,  or  feel,  in 
their  business,  that  they  pay  any  part  of  the  duties.  So 
g^eat  are  the  countervuling  benefits,  that  it  inflicts  not 
injury,  but  confers  benefits.  It  builds  up  the  interests  of 
all;  its  salutary  influence  reaches  all  classes  of  society, 
but  more  especially  the  laboring  class.  Their  incomes 
are  increased  by  it,  their  reward  is  more  ample  and  ade- 
quate, and  a  demand  for  their  labor  is  created.  It  confers 
blessings  upon  all,  and  imposes  burdens  upon  none. 

We  should  not  suddenly,  and  without  deliberation, 
change  a  policy  which  is  so  well  established,  and  has  been 
so  long  practised  under;  particularly  a  policy  which  hai 
contributed  so  largely  to  our  individual  and  national  pros- 
perity. It  gives  labor  and  sustenance  to  the  poor,  and 
augments  the  means  of  all.  The  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  urge  l>ut  one  reason  for  this  departure  at  this 
time;  and  that  reason  is,  that  the  national  debt  is  now  paid 
oflT.  This,  as  the  committee  very  justly  observe,  will  be 
a  •*  happy  and  memorable  event"  in  Ac  history  of  our 
country.  It  will  be  a  period  to  which  every  patriot  will 
look  with  pride  and  satisfaction.  This  event  will  inspire 
a  confidence  in  the  excellence  of  our  institutions,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  It  is  calculated  to  awaken  our  most 
ardent  hopes  that  our  Union  may  long  endure,  and  our 
people  still  continue  to  prosper.  Those  wise  statesmen 
who  devised  the  means  which  haye  proved  effectual  to 
produce  this  happy  result,  will  secure  a  rich  reward  in 
the  g^titude  or  the  people.  They  will  have  lasting 
claims  upon  their  thanks,  tor  having  done  much  for  their 
good,  and  for  their  country's  honor.  But,  while  we  view 
this  result  with  the  noblest  fedings  of  our  nature,  and 
award  a  just  decree  of  gratitude  to  those  who  have  con- 
tributed to  produce  this  <<  happy  and  memorable  event," 
let  us  not  forget  the  means  by  which  we  are  enabled  to 
present  to  the  world  *<  this  great  moral  spectacle"  of  a 
great  nation  entirely  free  from  debt.  While  we  rejoice, 
if  say,  let  us  inquire  what  it  is,  that  has  enabled  us  to  ex- 
tingiiish  our  national  debt.  It  is  admitted  that  the  pro- 
tective system  has  furnished  uathe  means.  It  is  to  that 
now  much  despised,  and  still  more  abused  system  that 
we  are  indebted  for  our  ability  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
nation.  In  the  absence  of  this  system,  our  debt  would 
not  now  be  paid  off*.  It  would  have  been  much  increased, 
and  still  increasing;  and  would,  at  this  moment,  have  been 
pressing  with  a  millstone's  weight  upon  the  people  and 
prosperity  of  this  country.  In  the  absence  of  this  policy, 
sir,  recourse  must  necessarily  have  been  had  to  direct 
taxation  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Then,  sir,  the 
people  would  have  been  oppressed  in  reality,  and  not,  as 
they  are  now,  disturbed  and  distracted  with  their  too 
great  prosperity. 

The  great  excellence  of  this  system  has  b^en,  that 
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while  it  raised  funds  to  enable  us  to  pay  the  debts  pf  the 
nation,  no  man  could  say  that  his  means  were  linoited  4n 
the  smallest  deg^e  by  its  operation.  The  profits  of  the 
laborer  were  not  diminishea,.nor  did  his  labor  yield  less. 
This  system,  then,  not  only  furnished  us  the  funds  to  pay 
our  debts,  but,  in  the  very  operation  of  raising  these  funds, 
enriched  the  people.  This  had  been  its  greatest  rirtue. 
That  this  is  so,  I  appeal  directly  to  the  people;  I  appeal 
to  my  immediate  constituents,  and  I  put  to  them  this  ques- 
tion, what  were  the  years  of  your  g^atest  prosperity  ? 
To  this  question  but  one  answer  can  be  given;  and  that 
will  be,  the  years  in  which  the  highest  duties  were  laid, 
and  the  largest  amount  of  revenue  collected.  .Go,  sir,  to 
every  farmer,  every  mechanie,  every  manufacturer,  and 
to  every  day  laborer,  and  put  this  Question  to  him,  and 
you  will  receive  this  answer.  Look,  sir,  over  the  face  of 
this  wide  extended  country.  -The  enlarged  improve- 
ments, the  farm  houses,  villages,  towns,  andcides,  which 
have  sprung  up  as  if  by  enchantment,  within  the  period 
of  these  years,  which  catch  the  eye  at  every  point,  stand 
as  living  and  lasting  monuments  of  the  truth  of  this  posi- 
tion. When,  in  the  history  of  this  country,  has  tnere 
been,  in  the  same  space  of  time,  any  thing  like  an  equal 
increase  in  improvements  and  prosperity?  Look  into  the 
history  of  other  nations,  and  no  example  can  be  found  of 
equal  advance  in  the  march  of  civilization  and  general 
prosperity.  I  then  ask,  shall  we  be  precipitate  in  chang- 
mg  a  system  which  has  done  so  much  lor  us?  One  to 
which  we  are  so  largely  indebted?  One  which  lute  made 
us  rich  and  happy  as  individuals,  and  prosperous  and  in- 
dependent as  a  nation?  Above  all,  shall  we  exchange 
this  system  for  that  miserable  one  which  sunk  this  country 
into  that  state  of  poverty  and  bankruptcy  from  which  it  is 
just  now  emerging?  I  ask  gentlemen  to  pause — I  en- 
treat them  to  reflect  before  they  proceed  to  this  work  of 
destruction;  for,  sure  I  am  that  they  who  do  the  deed 
will  be  held  responsible  by  an  injured  people,  and  an  of- 
fended community. 

If  this  bill  passes,  it  will  affect  the  labor  and  industry 
of  thousands  of  our  citizens.  It  will  reduce  them  to 
want  and  poverty.  They  will  be  left  destitute  of  employ- 
ment, and  thrown  into  a  state  of  idleness,  one  of  the  worst 
conditions  of  man.  These  people  are  now  happy  and 
prosperous.  By  their  labor,  from  dav  to  day,  which  is 
their  only  capital,  they  are  earning,  by  the  strength  of  their 
arms,  and  skiU  of  their  hands,  a  comfortable  subsistence. 
They  are  educating  their  children,  and  thus  preparing 
them  to  be  useful  and  honorable  members  of  society,  to 
take  their  places  when  they  are  removed  from  this  scene 
of  industry  and  action.  Blot  from  existence  all  the  ma- 
nufacturing establishments  of  the  country;  scatter  abroad 
the  many  millions  of  capital  now  employed  in  them;  com- 
pel that  capital  to  seek  other  channels  of  employment; 
throw  the  many  thousands  of  people  now  employed  in 
manufacturing  business  upon  the  world,  destitute  alike  of 
means  and  employment,  and  I  ask,  how  great  will  be  the 
shock?  Why,  sir,  no  just  estimate  can  be  formed — no 
branch  of  business  will  be  beyond  its  reach.  No  business 
«o  high,  perfect,  and  secure,  as  not  to  be  aifected  by  it; 
and  none  so  low  as  not  still  to  be  pressed  lower.  Change 
of  employment,  both  of  capital  and  labor,  is  always  at- 
tended with  greater  or  less  loss.  In  this  case  all  employ- 
m^nts,  even  including  tliat  of  tlie  farmer,  will  be  so 
paralyzed  that  neither  capiul  nor  labor  will  find  profitable 
employment.  It  will  sacrifice  millions  of  money,  and 
blast  the  hopes  and  mar  the  prospects  of  thousands  of  our 
people.  The  manufacturers  will  no  longer  want  the 
wheat,  the  flour,  bee^  bacon,  and  other  products  of  the 
farmer.  He  will  no  longer  want  buildings  erected,  foun- 
dations dug,  or  materials  which  g^ve  much  employment, 
and  furnisli  a  valuable  market;  all  of  which  are  now  paid 
for  at  high  prices.  The  farmer  and  laborer  will  no  longer 
be  enabkd  to  get  those  things  which  he  needs  for  himself 
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and  his  family,  in  exchange  for  his  commodities  and  labor. 
The  only  market  the  farmer  now  has  will  be  destroyed. 
No  man  can  for  a  moment  doubt  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  must  rapidly  decrease,  under  this  depression 
of  these  great  and  vital  interests.  The  truth  of  this  re- 
presentation appears  to  me  as  clear  and  indubitable  as  the 
existence  of  matter  itself.  Much  has  been  said  about 
monopolies.  Pass  this  bill,  sir,  and  then  we  will  have 
monopolies  which  are  to  be  feared,  which  confer  no  be- 
nefits, give  no  employments,  but  are  enriched  solely  by 
the  distresses  of  the  poor;  mnting  them  no  relief,  but 
by  taking  their  property  for  less  than  one-tenth  of  its 
cost.  I  mean,  sir,  the  men  of  capital,  who  never  buy  but 
from  him  who  is  forced  to  sell. 

The  manufacturers  are  not  now  before  us  asking  for 
further  protection:  they  only  desire  that  they  may  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  existing  laws;  of 
laws  which  brought  their  business  into  existence;  of  laws, 
in  the  faith  of  which  their  money  was  invested  and  labor 
empluyed.  1  have  already  said  that  their  calculations 
have  been  made  so  as  to  conform  to  these  laws.  The  na- 
tion stands  pledged  that  they  shall  enjoy  the  promised 
protection.  It  would  b^  unjust  now  to  withdraw  it: 
changes  in  legislation  are  always  injurious;  in  this  in- 
stance they  would  be  ruinous.  It  is  time  that  we  should 
have  arrived  at  something  like  stability  in  our  actions. 

Much  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  free  trade.  We 
now  import  many  millions  more  than  we  export.  This 
is  a  constant  drain  upon  us.  It  takes  our  specie  out  of 
the  country.  Our  importations,  under  all  the  duties 
which  have  been  imposed,  are  much  too  great.  We  now 
admit  foreign  goods  into  our  ports,  under  moderate  du- 
ties, while  great  Britain^  prohibits  most  of  the  valuable 
productions  of  our  countiy  from  entering  into  her  ports. 
Many  foreigpfi  Governments  now  impose  heavier  duties 
upon  our  productions  than  we  do  upon  theirs;  and  we 
are  urged  to  reduce  our  duties  still  lower.  To  do  this, 
would  be  injudicious  and  unwise  on  our  part,  while  other 
Governments  retain  their  rigid  rules  of  prohibition  against 
us.  This  has  not  the  semblance  of  free  trade  in  its  cha- 
racter. It  is  free  on  our  part,  and  prohibition  on  theirs. 
There  is  no  reciprocity  or  equality  in  it,  Great  Britain 
never  has  adopted,  towards  us,  the  policy  which  we  are 
now  urged  to  adopt  in  regfard  to  the  whole  world.  She 
very  wisely  makes  her  laws  for  herself,  and  for  her  peo- 
ple, and  not  for  us  or  our  people.  She  does  not  iww, 
and  never  has  bought  from  us,  because  we  bought  from 
her.  She  never  has,  and,  I  hazard  the  assertion,  she 
never  will  a^opt  that  principle  as  the  rule  of  her  action 
towards  us.  She  takes  our  products  when  she  can  pro- 
fit by  it,  or  when  compelled  by  the  necessities  of  her  peo- 
ple .  She  ceases  to  take  them  as  soon  as  she  can  do  bet- 
ter, or  when  the  necessity  ceases.  With  what  reason  can 
it  now  be  urged  upon  us  to  open  our  ports  to  foreign 
importations  under  these  circumstances?  Our  legislation 
should  be  such  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  people.  We 
should  g^ard  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  people  and 
interests  of  tlie  nation  against  the  influence  and  effects 
of  foreign  legislation.  This  I  deem  to  be  one  of  our  high- 
est and  most  important  duties.  When  other  Governments 
open  tlieir  ports  to  our  products,  it  will  then  be  time  for 
us  to  open  ours  to  theirs. 

The  free  trade  policy  is  designed  and  well  calculated 
to  mislead  the  people.  It  is  addressed  to  a  desire  that  is 
very  prevalent  in  man — the  desire  of  obtaining  the  largest 
portion  of  goods  he  can  in  exchange,  for  what  he  has  to 
give.  The  friends  of  fi-ee  trade  say,  let  us  buy  where  we 
please,  and  where  we  can  buy  cheapest;  and  this  is  call- 
ed free  trade.  Mr.  Chairman,  indulge  me  a  short  time, 
while  I  briefly  examine  this  doctrine.  I  have  already 
shown  that  to  destroythe  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country,  is  to  destroy  th^  only  market  which  our  farmers 
now  have.    This  being  done,  let  us  adopt  the  free  trade 
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system.  Let  the  farmer  take  a  cargo  of  his  agricultural 
products  to  a  foreign  market,  and  go  to  the  foreign  mer* 
chant  and  offer  him  his  best  wheat,  whitest  flour,  best  beef 
and  bacon,  in  exchange  for  his  goods,  he  will  be  told  that 
he  cannot  obtain  the  exchange,  much  less  sell  them  for 
money;  and,  in  some  instances,  he  would  not  be  permit- 
ted to  enter  with  his  products  into  a  British  port,  under 
penalty  of  confiscation.  This,  sir,  is  the  right,  and  also 
the  benefit  of  free  trade;  and  what  right  does  it  give  to 
the  farmer?  It,  to  be  sure,  ^ives  him  the  right  to  buy 
where  he  pleases;  but,  in  givmg  him  this  right,  it  totally 
destroys  his  ability  to  buy.  It  gives  him  a  right,  without 
any  corresponding  benefit.  I  fetl  well  assured  that  no 
farm.er  who  once  tries  this  experiment  will  be  much 
pleased  with  free  trade. 

For  argument  sake,  let  us  suppose  that  this  free  trade 
system  could  secure  the  foreign  market;  how  would  it 
operate  on  the  farmer,  mechanic,  and  laborer?  When 
the  farmer  sells  his  produce,  he  has  always  to  deduct  the 
cost  of  transportation  to  market  from  the  price.  The 
merchant  who  gives  him  for  it,  in  exchange,  articles  of 
foreign  manufacture,  always  adds  the' cost  of  their  trans- 
portation to  the  price  which  he  charges  for  them;  so  that 
the  farmer  has.  to  pay  for  carrying  the  produce  of  his  farm 
to  the  foreign  market,  and  also  for  bringing  the  foreign 
article  to  his  own  door.  Every  farmer,  m  his  own  expe- 
rience, knows  this  to  be  so.  It  is  always  so.  We  may  add 
to  this  the  profit  which  each  one  must  have,  through 
whose  hands  the  foreign  goods  pass.  All  this  expense 
and  charge  is  borne  by  the  farmer  who  consumes  the  fo- 
reign article  or  fabric.  I  then  submit  to  intelligent  men 
to  say  whether  these  costs  aiid  charges  would  not  ope- 
rate more  heavily  upon  them  than  any  duties  which  have 
ever  been  laid  by  this  Government.  I  do  insist,  sir,  that 
they  would  be  the  heaviest  tax  ever  paid  by  the  people 
of  this  country.  It  would  operate  severely  upon  all,  but 
particularly  so  upon  those  who  live  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  far  from  market,  and  this  distance  altogether 
land  transportation.  Many  agricultural  products  are  so 
bulky  as  not  to  admit  of  transportation  to  a  distant  mar- 
ket. 'Destroy  the  home  market,  and  the  farmer  would 
find  no  sale  for  these  articles.  And,  what  is  strange, 
these  free  trade  gentlemen  all  oppose  every  measure  cal- 
culated to  facilitate  or  cheapen  transportation  by  means 
of  roads  or  canals.  How  are  the  evils  which  I  have  stated 
to  be  avoided  or  removed?  Adopt  a  policy  which  will 
erect  in  every  neighborhood  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment. This  will  furnish  the  farmer  with  a  market.  He 
can  take  his  produce  there,  and  get,  in  exchange  for  it, 
those  articles  which  he  needs.  He  then  saves  all  cost  of 
transportation,  which,  wheif  paid,  is  a  clear  loss  to  him. 
In  saving  this,  he  will  save  more  than  any  duty  ever  laid 
by  any  of  our  laws  would  amount  to  on  the  articles  he 
consumes. 

The  contest  is  really  one  between  the  labor  of  our  citi- 
zens and  that  of  foreigners,  particularly  of  Great  Britain. 
The  question  which  is  presented  is  this:  Shall  we  protect 
the  labor  of  our  own  citizens,  or  shall  we  support  that  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain?  She  protects  her  own  labor 
by  her  laws.  Her  people  are  customers  to  none  but  their 
own  laborers.  Our  laborers  find  no  market  there.  Shall 
we  become  customers  to  her  labor  also,  or  shall  we  be 
customers  to  our  own,  and  protect  our  own  ^  Shall  we, 
by  our  legislation,  force  our  hatters,  tanners,  shoemakers, 
tailors,  cabinet  makers,  and  the  entire  list  of  our  mecha- 
nics, into  a  market,  to  compete  with  labor  that  costs  but 
nine  pence  a  day;  I  mean  the  pauper  labor  of  England^ 
This  would,  indeed,  be  a  most  unequal  contest;  a  contest 
which  would  not  be  of  long  duration,  or  of  doubtful  cha- 
racter. It  would,  indeed,  be  most  disastrouH  to  our  la- 
boring people.  It  would  reduce  this  most  valuable  and 
very  numerous  class  of  our  citizens  from  the  present  high 
and  honorable  place  which  they  now  so  deservedly  hold 


in  society,  down  upon  a  level  with  the  most  degraded 
and  enslaved  population  upon  the  face  of  tlie  earth. 

Who  are  these  citizens  that  are  thus  to  be  banded  over 
to  misery  and  degradation?  Sir,  permit  me  to  say  they 
are  our  farmers,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  laborers, 
many  of  whom  are  men  of  the  highest  moral  and  political 
worth;  men  of  the  finest  intellectual  attaioments;  men 
fitted  for  the  highest  stations  in  this  Government.  They 
may  be  emphatically  called  the  <*  bone  and  sinew'*  of  the 
country.  They  are  the  men  who  support  the  Govern- 
ment by  their  money  in  time  of  peace,  and  they  arc  the 
men  who  stand  forth  as  strong  towers  of  defence  to  the 
country  in  time  of  war.  These  are  the  men  who,  by  this 
bill,  are  to  be  postponed  to  the  pauper  labor  of  England. 
Those  who  dare  to  produce  this  effect  by  their  votes  may 
do  SO;  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  cannot  go  with 
them.  I  would  be  treacherous  to  the  trust  reposed  in 
me  if  I  did  not  resist  this  bill.  It  is  the  farmer  and  me- 
chanic that  I  represent  here.  They  are  my  neighbors. 
It  is  with  them,  sir,  that  I  have  the  pleasure  to  associate, 
when  at  home;  and  theirs  are  the  interests  which  I  shall 
support,  advocate,  and  defend,  while  I  am  honored  witli 
a  seat  here,  or  have  the  privilege  of  raising  my  voice  in 
this  hall. 

A  few  words  more,  and  I  have  done.  The  prosperity 
of  the  people  of  this  country  depends  almost  entirely 
upon  our  agriculture.  It  is  from  that  source  that  we  draw 
the  largest  person  of  those  things  which  are  necessaiy  to 
sustain  life,  as  well  as  those  which  contribute  to  our  high- 
est comforts  and  most  substantial  enjoyments.  Let  us 
then  guard  well  the  capital  and  labor  that  is  employed  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Let  us  secure  to  this  labor 
and  skill  the  most  ample  returns  and  rich  rewards.  Ag- 
riculture may  well  be  said  to  be  the  foundation  of  all 
other  pursuits;  on  this  they  mainly  depend  for  support 
and  success.  It  is  so  now,  and  must  necessarily  continue 
to  be  so.  It  is  our  duty  to  lay  this  foundation  firmly:  with- 
out this  is  done,  manufactures,  commerce,  and  the  arts, 
never  can  flourish.  Withdraw  from  agriculture  that  pro- 
tection which  is  necessary  for  its  support,  and  they  will 
all  languish  and  die;  they  will  sink  into  one  common 
grave. 

This  protective  policy  has  a  most  auspicious  influence 
upon  the  morals  of  the  people:  it  stimulates  to  habits  of 
industry.  The  practice  of  virtue  is  always  in  proportion 
to  the  industry  of  the  people.  An  industrious  people  is 
always  a  healthy,  peaceful,  independent,  and  virtuous 
people.  In  proportion  to  the  prevalence  of  industry,  in- 
telligence, and  virtue  among  the  people,  will  the  commu- 
nity which  they  compose  ever  rise  in  wealth,  influence, 
dignity,  and  power.  The  history  of  ever}'  nation  fur- 
nishes abundant  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  fact.  It  also 
holds  equally  good  to  individuals  as  it  does  to  communi- 
ties. And  wherever  you  find  the  people  contract  habits 
of  idleness,  you  will  find  them  dissipated,  miserable,  de- 
graded, and  enslaved,  wholly  unfit  to  discbarge  the  ap- 
propriate duties  of  good  citizens  in  a  fi*ee  Government; 
fit  subjects  alone  for  the  prey  of  ambition.  In  this  point 
-of  view,  I  deem  it  of  vast  importance  to  this  nation  to 
protect  the  labor  of  our  citizens.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable  purposes  of  giving  a  wise  encouragement  to  our 
own  industry.  Its  direct  tendency,  and  natural  and  una* 
voidable  consequence  is,  to  make  our  people  intelligent, 
happy,  virtuous,  free,  and  independent.  Let  us  then,  by 
a  wise,  prudent,  and  salutary  system  of  legfislation,  secure 
these  objects  to  the  people;  and,  having  done  this,  the 
great  end  of  civil  Government  will  be  attained.  I  tliank 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  tlie  committee,  for  the  kind  in- 
dulgence and  attention  which  has  been  shown  me,  and 
shall  trespass  no  longer  on  your  patience. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  followed.  He  commenced  by 
observing  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  alluded  to  an  opinion  expressed  by  the 
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State  which  he  in  part  represented,  hostile,  as  the  honor- 
able gentleman  seemed  to  consider,  to  the  protective  poli- 
cy—a policy  which,  in  my  judgment,  said  Mr.  E.,  the 
bill  under  consideration  is^emmently  calculated  to  subvert. 
Another  member  of  the  committee  [Mr.  Polk]  has  adduc- 
ed certain  evidence,  collected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  same  State,  tending,  as  he  supposes,  to 
prove  that  the  existing  rates  bf  duty  will  admit  of  con- 
siderable reduction,  and  still  aflPbrd  sufficient  protection 
to  agricultural  and  manufacturing  labor  and  capital.  As 
these  references  are  designed,  perhaps  calculated,  to  have 
a  favorable  influence  upon  the  passage  of  this  bill,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  examine  somewhat  more  minutely  than  did 
cither  of  the  honorable  gentlemen,  both  the  opinion  and 
the  evidence,  to  see  how  far  they  can  be  relied  upon  in 
support  of  its  provisions;  and  1  shall  be  much  mistaken  if 
it  do  not  turn  out  that  both  utterly  fail  of  the  end  for 
which  they  have  been  cited.  While  this  is  my  chief 
inducement  in  requesting  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee, already  well  nigh  exhausted,  I  am  sensible,  I  shall, 
nevertheless,  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  general  topics  involved  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

I  shall  not  say,  sir,  that  this  bill  was  rashly,  unadvisedly, 
precipitately  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hnu«e, 
because  the  honorable  chairman  has  assured  us  that,  aU 
though  it  was  reported  in  eighteen  days  after  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  committee,  it  was  yet  the  fruits  of 
eighteen  months  of  labor,  reflection,  and  preparation.     I 
may,  however,  be  allowed  to  remark,  that,  considered  as 
the  result  of  so  much  study  and  intelligence,  it  has  met 
with  a  most  ungracious  reception.     It  seems  to  satisfy  no- 
body.    Recognising,  as  we  are  told  by  the  committee  it 
does,  the  principle  of  protection,  and  framed  .with  a  view 
to  preserve  it  in  several  important  partieulars,  it  cannot 
of  course  be  satisfactory  to  those  portions  of  the  country 
where  the  constitutionality  and  the  expediency  of  the  po- 
licy is  so  resolutely  denied;  and  especially  to  those  which 
have  resolved  "that  a  protecting  tariiF shall  be  no  longer 
enforced"  within  their  limits;  a  resolve  which  they-  de- 
clare Is  "fixed and  unalterable.*'    Asa  measure,  there- 
'  fore,  of  "  concession"  and  peace,  it  falls  short  of  the  de- 
mands of  those  whom  yoij  desire  to  appease.     Nor,  sir,  is 
it  much  more  satisfactory  to  those  who  uniformly  have  re- 
sisted protecting  duties,  upon  other  considerations  than 
prevail  in  the  disaffected  portions  of  the  country.     The 
honorable  member  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambbeleno] 
declares,  very  emphatically,  **  that  the  fate  of  the  bill  de- 
pends upon  the  amendments  which  it  may  undergo;"  and 
his  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  White]  has  signified  his 
views  by  a  series  of  proposed  amendments,  which  he  some 
days  ago  laid  upon  the  table,  materially  changing  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.     Various  other  modifications  have  been 
offered  from  different  quarters,  and  many  remain  to  be 
offered.     Now,  sir,  if  the  intelligent  committee,  Vith  all 
the  lights  which  they  have  been  able  to  call  to  their  aid, 
after  much  and  laborious  examination,  have  not  found  it 
practicable  to  devise  a  scheme  for  the  diminution  of  the 
revenue  satisfactory  to  those  who  agree  with  them  in  the 
general  object,  ought  we  not  to  be  admonished  with  what 
prudence,  and  caution,  and  deliberation,  we  should  adopt 
measures  equally  affecting  the  interests  and  the  prosperity 
of  this  great  nution>    Is  it  unreasonable  that  we  should 
desire  a  longer  period  for  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject than  can  now  be  devoted  to  it;  that  we  should  at  least 
wait  for  the  experience  of  the  operations  of  the  law  of 
last   yekr}    Above  all,  that  we  should  be  permitted  to 
look   into  the  voluminous  mass  of  testimony  collected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the 
House,  directly  bearing  upon  the  great  questions  we  are 
about  to  decide?    Why,  sir,  are  we  called  upon  to  pro- 
ceed so  hastily,  and  in  the  dark?    Before  I  can  vote  to  re- 
duce the  revenue  still  lower,  I  wish  to  know  at  what 


point  it  will  stand  under  the  act  passed  at  last  session, 
which  made  large  reductions.  Before  I  consent  to  with- 
draw still  further  duties  imposed  for  protection,  I  wish  to 
see  the  effect  upon  the  labor,  industry,  and  manufactures 
of  the  country,  of  the  diminution  already  made.  I  wish 
to  guide  my  steps  by  the  sure  lights  of  experience — the 
safest  teacher  in  all  human  aflairs. 

The  discussion,  so  far,  I  am  aware,  has  preceded  upon 
the  general  Questions  connected  with  the  policy  of  the 
country.  Of  tnis  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  seem 
disposed  to  complain,  and  they  urge  us  with  gi'eat  ear. 
nestness  to  forbear  this  wide  range,  and  to  proceed  to  an 
examination  of  the  details  of  their  bill.  With  great  re- 
spect  to  the  honorable  committee,  1  beg  leave  to  say,  sir, 
that  I  consider  this  rather  an  unreasonable  request.  I 
submit,  sir,  that  to  those  of  us  who  consider  that  no  legis- 
lation whatever  is  at  this  time  either  necessary  or  expe- 
dient, nothing  remains  but  a  discussion  upon  general  prin- 
ciples.  We  are  satisfied  with  the  I^w  as  it  is,  for  the 
present,  at  least.  We  wish  no  change.  And  while  we 
are  endeavoring  to  maintain  these  positions,  what  have 
we  to  do  with  the  details  of  the  bill:  We  plead  to  your 
jurisdiction;  we  pray  "to  be  hence  dismissed,"  and 
you  gravely  ask  us  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  facts.  While 
we  are  denying  the  expediency  of  legislating  at  all,  you 
require  us  to  limit  our  objections  to  the  particular  details 
which  you  [Sropose.  1  thmk,  sir,  we  should  be  permitted 
to  deny  your  right  to  pass  any  act  whatever  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

The  bill  which  we  are  now  considering  is  avowedly  a 
financial  measure.  It  respects  the  revenue  exclusively. 
It  emanates  from  a  committee  charged  with  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction of  whatever  regards  the  public  receipts  and 
disbursements.  As  such,  I  am  not  disposed  to  deny  that 
it  will  answer  all  the  ends  it  professes  to  reach;  that  it 
will  produce  just  so  much,  and  no  more,  revenue  than  the 
wants  of  the  Government  require;  although  I  think  it 
more  than  probable  that  it  will  yield  quite  as  much,  if  not 
more,  than  the'  bill  of  It^t  year  would  produce.  But  as  a 
financial  scheme  merely,  where  is  the  great  and  urgent 
necessity  for  its  speedy  adoption?  Do  we  know,  with  any 
degree  of  certainty,  what  will  be  the  amount  of  revenue 
under  the  existing  law  ?  Are  we  quite  sure,  sir,  that  it 
wih  require  diminution  ?  Is  there  any  serious  evil  to  be 
apprehended  from  a  redundant  treasury  for  a  single  year? 
Not  at  all,  sir.  As  a  financial  measure  simply,  it  may  well 
be  postponed « to  another  Congress.  It  is  because  it  is 
something  mo«^  and  something  difi^erent  from  a  mere 
question  of  finance,  that  it  is  now  urged  with  so  much 
zeal  and  earnestness.  Will  it  be  denied  that  the  chief, 
almost  the  exclusive  interest  which  is  felt  in  the  fate  of  the 
bill,  grows  out  of  the  consideration  that  it  is  aimed  more 
at  the  destruction  of  the  policy  of  protection  than  at  any 
other  object?  Sir,  we  know  that  this  is  the  end  to  be  ob- 
tained by  it,  and  the  country  knows  it  also;  and  it  is  pre- 
cisely for  this  reason  that  I  am  opposed, to  its  passage 
now,  or  hereafter.  I  am  not  prepared  to  abandon  this 
policy;  nor  do  I  believe  the  country  either  demands  it  at 
our  hands,  or  would  sanction  it^  if  we  should  be  so  rash  as 
to  make  the  experinient. 

The  bill  has  been  defended  by  the  honorable  commit- 
tee from  which  it  proceeded,  upon  three  grounds.  The 
chairman  [Mr.  Vebplanck]  cbntented  himself  with  prov- 
ing, or  attempting  to  prove,  that  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  that  this  bill,  with  the  other  sources  of  income^ 
would  yield  that  amount.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  placed  the  bill  upon  any  other  ground 
whatever.  Another  member  of  the  committee,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wilds,]  advocates  the  passage 
of  the  bill  upon  the  ground  of  your  inability  to  enforce 
the  existing  revenue  law  without  a  resort  to  ibrce»  and,  as 
he  supposes,  a  consequent  severance  of  the  Union.    The 
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honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  [Bir.  Polk,]  also  one 
of  the  committee,  sustains  the  bill  upon  the  assumption 
that  it  aflfords  a  sufficient  protection  to  existing  establish* 
ments,  and  would  be  as  really  beneficial  to  the  manufac- 
turing and  agricultural  interests,  fis  higher  rates  of  duty 
upon  foreign  importations  would  be.    This  opinion  he- 
endeavored  to  maintain  by  reference  to  testimony  collect- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    Mr.  £.  said  he  had 
a  few  remarks  only  to  submit  upon  these  various  posi- 
tions.    As  to  the  reduction  ofthe  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  I  believe,  sir,  all  concur  in  the  expe- 
diency of  such  a  measure.     But  th^re  is  a  wide  difier* 
ence  of  opinion  as  to  what  the  wants  of  Government  are, 
and  a  wider  still  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  reduction 
shall  be  made,  assuming  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  fur- 
ther reduction  at  this  time.     If  fifteen  millions  are  suffi- 
cient for  the  support  of  Government,  are  we  certain  that 
the  bill  of  last  year  will  yield  more  than  that  amount?    I 
lay  out  of  view  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  which  I 
hope  will  no  longer  contribute  to  the  public  treasury.     If 
your  purpose — your  great  purpose — be  really  to  diminish 
the  revenue,  let  us  first  strike  off  the  three  millions  deriv- 
ed from  this  source*  agreeably  to  the  bill  now  upon  the 
table,  which  I  trust  will  be  matured  into  a  law  at  the  pre- 
sent session.    Having  done  this,  give  us  one  year's  expe- 
rience under  the  act  passed  last  year,  and  if  it  be  then 
found  that  the  revenue  is  still  excessive,  undoubtedly 
measures  can  be  devised,  will  be  devised,  further  to  di- 
minish it.     Not,  however,  by  increasing  duties  upon  tea, 
coffise,  silks,  &c.,  but  by  such  an  arrangement  of  duties 
upon  imports,  as  shall  attain  the  object  without  impairing 
essentially  the  protection  afforded  by  existing  laws.     I  ob- 
ject to  the  bill  under  consideration,  therefore,  as  a  finan- 
cial measure,  because  it  proposes  to  raise  a  revenue  upon 
the  basis  that  the  public  lands  are  still  to  be  relied  upon 
to  contribute  to  the  common  treasury  of  the  country;  be- 
cause it  proposes  to  diminish  the  ratie  of  duties  when  we 
have  no  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  existing  tariff  will 
yield  more  than  the  wants  ofthe  Govemmetit  will  require. 
Sir,  give  us  experience;  give  us' that  light  and  informa- 
tion which  can  be  derived  from  this  source  alone,  for  1  am 
sure,  without  regarding  other  and  extrinuc  considerations, 
and  considering  this  simply  as^a  measure  of  finance,  no 
alarming  evil  can  happen,  no  great  danger  exist,  even  if 
your  treasury  should  be  redundant  for  one  year.  I  do  not, 
therefore,  perceive  the  exigency  of  the  crisis,  upon  the 
grounds  which  the  honorable  chairman  has  taken  in  de- 
fence of  the  bill. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
TViidb]  has  urged  the  passage  of  this  bill,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  existing  revenue  laws  of  the  country  will 
not  be  submitted  to  \n  one  of  these  States,  and  can  only 
be  enforced  by  an  appeal  to  physical  strength  and  the 
power  of  arms.  I  shall  not  repeat  a  sentiment  already 
advanced  in  this  debate,  "that  the  committee  have  taken 
counsel  of  their  fears,"  because  they  repudiate  it  with 
some  degree  of  warmth;  but  I  must,  nevertheless,  sir,  be 
allowed  to  say  that  they  address  themselves  to  us,  as 
if  our  fears  are  to  be  excited,  and  we  are  to  be  inti- 
midated into  the  passage  of  the  bill.  What,  sir,  re- 
peal the  laws  of  the  land,  enacted  upon  great  delibera- 
tion, in  pursuance  of  a  long  established  policy,  satis- 
factory to  a  great  majority  of  the  country,  because,  in- 
deed, a  portion,  the  larger  portion  at  present,  I  admit,  of 
one  of  the  States  threaten  to  resist  Iheir  execution!  If 
the  laws  are  unjust,  unwise,  and  oppressive,  modify  them 
by  all  means»  because  they  are  thus  unwise  and  ill-found- 
ed, but  for  no  other  reason.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Polk]  pursued  this  appeal  to  our  fears,  and 
he  says  «•  if  we  refuse  to  pass  this  bill,  consequences  will 
ensue,  in  contributing  to  which  he  is  not  ambitious  to  par- 
ticipate." To  be  sure,  sir,  he  also  says,  "  that  he  would 
do  now  what  would  be  right  under  any  other  condition  of 


the  country  than  at. present  exists;^'  and  he  inquires  what 
answer  we  shall  give  to  our  constituents  when  they  de- 
mand of  us,  "  wherefore  did  you  not  pass  the  biD?  why 
did  you  not  relieve  our  burdens?"    If  these  interrogato- 
ries should  be  put  to  me,  sir,  I  will  inform  the  honorable 
member  ofthe  answer  I  should  give.    I  should  reply  that 
the  bill  was  designed  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  wants  of  the  Government.     This  was  its  avow- 
ed object:  that  having  passed  a  law  last  year  after  much 
time  and  careful  deliberation  for  this  same  purpose,  ofthe 
effect  of  which  we  were  wholly  ignorant,  we  did  not 
know  that  the  revenue  would  admit  further  reduction  at 
present;  that  the  act  alluded  to  was  then  highly  satisfacto- 
ry to  the  country  generally,  and  no  evidence  had  been 
afforded  of  a  change  of  sentiment;  that  in  the  opinion  of 
well  informed  persons,  the  present  bill  would  yield  as 
much  revenue  to  the  treasury,  or  nearly  so,  as  the  exist- 
ing laws  would  yield,  and  thus  the  great  purpose  of  it 
would  be  defeated.    1  riiould  reply  further,  that  the  bill 
contemplated  a  reliance  upon  the  public  lands  as  a  source 
of  revenue,  in  preference  to  a  distribution  of  their  pro- 
ceeds among  the  States  for  important  objects;  and,  above 
all,  that  the,  enactments  of  the  bill  would  be  utterly  nib- 
versive  of  the  policy  of  protecting  American  indttstry, 
and  expose  the  manuikcturing  and  agricultural  interests 
to  inevitable  loss  and  distress,  and  in  some  particulars  to 
total  ruin.     For  these  reasons,  I  should  tell  them  the  law 
did  not  have  my  approval,  and  I  misjudge  my  constituents ' 
exceedingly,  if  these  reasons  failed  to  be  satisfactory.    If 
I  should  be  further  interrogated  in  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  **  Why  did  you  not  relieve  our  burdens?"    I 
should  say,  I  was  not  aware  that  you  labored  under  any 
**  burdens."    I  heard  no  complaints.     No  petitions  were 
forwarded  setting  forth  your  grievances.     On  the  contra- 
ry, I  thought  I  perceived  every  where  evident  marks  of 
prosperity  and  success,  growing  out  of  the  operations  of 
the  protecting  policy.      The  results  of  it  have  been,  in 
my  judgment,  beneficial  and  not  burdensome,  and'  the 
change  recommended  would  be  to  impose  burdens  rather 
than  to  relieve  them.     These,  sir,  would  be  xscf  answers, 
very  briefly  expressed,  if  I    should    be    interrogated 
*'  Wherefore  did  you  not  pass  the  bill?"    But  let  us  sup- 
pose that  the  bill  should  be  enacted,  and  I  should  be 
inquired  of,  "  Wherefore  did  you  pass  it?"    What  reply 
should  I  make?    In  the  first  place,  I  should  deny  (all  the 
gentlemen  say  so)  that  we  are  at  all  influenced  by  our 
*'  fears."    No,  we  are  not  intimidated,  we  are  only  doing 
now  "  what  we  would  do  under  any  other  condition  <H 
the  country."     Well:  then  I  proceed  to  say  that  we 
found  the  revenue  excessive,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
reduce  it;  that  we  reg^ded  the  present  a  proper  measure 
for  that  purpose;  that  it  does  not  impair  essentially  protec- 
tion to  our  industry,  or  manufactures,  or  agriculture;  and, 
on  the  whole,  that  it  is  a  wise  and  prudent  measure.     So 
far,  sir,  I  mig^t  proceed  pretty  well;  but  a  new  set  of 
questions  would  then  arise.    If  these  things  be  so,  they 
would  say,  when  did  you  first  discover  them?    Had  you 
any  new  light?  any  information  which  you  did  not  have  at 
the  last  session?    Not  any.     Did  you  not  know  as  well 
then  as  you  do  now,  the  amount  of  revenue  which  the 
law  then  passed  would  yield?    We  did.     Did  you  not 
know  then  as  well  as  you  do  now,  the  amount  necessary 
for  the  wants  of  the  Government?    We  did.     Did  you 
not  know  then  as  certainly  as  you  do  now,  the  rate  of 
duty  requisite  to  afford  reasonable  and  proper  protection? 
We  did.     Did  you  not  refuse  at  the  last  session  to  pass  a 
bill  like  the  present,  or  in  -any  degree  approaching  it? 
We  did.     They  will  naturally  inquire,  why  did  you  not 
enact  the  law  then  which  you  approve  now?    Why  did 
you  not  then  settle  this  vexed  and  agitating  question?     If 
it  be  wise  and  just  now,  was  it  less  so  then?     Why  do 
you  so  incessantly  disturb  the  whole  business  ofthe  c<>un- 
try  by  your  vacillating  policy,  your  unstable,  fluctuating^ 
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legidatioD?  Sir,  what  reply  ahoold  I  make  to  these 
interrogatories?  Suppose  I  should  be  questioned  sttU 
further:  Did  you  see  the  constitution,  the  lavs»  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  Union,  which  you  were  sworn  to  defend, 
openly  derided  and  threatened?  and  did  you  therefore 
abandon  the  connctions  of  your  own  judgment,  and  con- 
sent to  a  measure  which  you  had  before  resisted?  Did 
the  termination  of  the  recent  preadential  election  pro- 
duce any  change  in  the  posture  of  thu  subject?  To  be 
sure,  I  should  answer,  something  was  said  openly  and  in 
debate,  as  to  the  necessity  of  appeasing  South  Carolina, 
and  submitting  ta  her  ordinance;  something  also  about 
"a  debt  of  gratitude"  due  from  New  York  to  the  SUte 
of  Georgia,  for  the  support  givea  by  that  State  to  a  dis- 
tinguished citizen  of  the  former^  some  mysterious  hints 
also  as  to  the  interest  which  New  York  might  have  in 
conciliating  the  South  to  the  future  advancement  of  the 

gentleman  alluded  tO{  and  a  significant  warning,  that  if 
e  did  not  step  in  now  "  while  the  waters  were  troubled," 
some  other  person  would:  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  I 
should  answer  (should  I  not,  sir?)  that  we  have  "done 
only  what  we  would  have  done  in  any  other  condition  of 
the  country."  No  unworthy  consideration,  no  improper 
influences,  were  allowed  to  operate.  I  confess,  sir,  I 
should  hesitate  to  practise  so  fiur  upon  the  credulity 
of  any  man,  as  to  assign  any  other  reason  for  my  support 
of  this  measure,  if  I  were  to  support  it,  than  such  as  are 
indicated  in  these  questions.  Other  gentlemen  must  an- 
swer for  themselves. 

Sir,  as  to  the  late  movements  in  South  Carolina,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wiuib,]  no  one  can  regret  them 
more  than  I  do.  It  may  be,  as  he  assures  us,  that  the 
Union  is  in  danger.  It  ma^  be  that  the  character  and 
strength  of  our  Government  is  about  to  be  put  to  the  test. 
But  what  then?  Shall  we  meet  the  crisis  firmly,  calmly, 
fearlessly  ?  Or,  shall  we  abandon  the  support  of  the 
constitution  and  the  laws,  and  engraft  into  our  sjrstem  of 
government  the  absurd,  daQf;eroll^,  latal  doctrines  put 
forth  by  South  Carolina?  It  is  the  lot  of  all  human  Go- 
vernmentB,  and  all  human  institutions,  to  be  tried.  We 
cannot  hope  to  be  exempt,  more  than  others,  from  the 
universal  Jaw.  Our  Ctovemment  has. been  tried,  in  vari- 
ous ways,  before:  it  is  tried  now,  it  will  be  tried  here- 
after, or  all  the  lessons  of  history  are  read  to  us  in  vain. 
Let  us  prepare  it  for  these  conflicts.  Let  us  build  up 
and  strengthen  its  fortifications.  Let  us  not  expose  it 
and  ourselves  to  the  derision  of  the  world.  The  honors^ 
ble  gentleman  has  said  that  the  bill  now  pending  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  if  enacted  into  a  law, 
'<  is  not  consistent  with  the  continuance  of  the  Union," 
and  his  argument  seemed  mainly  directed  against  that 
measure.  I  shall  not  now  discuss  it.  **  Sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  But,  sir,  as  to  the  sentiment 
which  the  gentienuukadvances,  that  if  this  policy  be  per- 
sisted in,  one  of  the  glorious  stars  of  our  constellation  will 
be  obliterated,  uid  sink  to  night  and  darkness,  and  be- 
come '<  the  lost  pleiad"  of  the  sisterhood,  I  have  to  say 
that  I  hope  not,  I  believe  not.  Of  that  South  Carolina 
will  pudge,  and  determine  for  herself.  But  if  it  must  be 
BO,  sir— if  it  must  be  so— it  must;  and  what  then?  Does 
not  that  beautiful  constellation  still  traverse  its  pathway 
in  the  heavens  as  high,  and  shed  its  beams  as  beneficent 
and  as  bright  to  our  eyes,  as  it  did  4,000  years  ago,  to 
those  early  astronomers  who  **  watched  their  Hocks  by 
night"  on  the  hills  of  Judea?  *<  Canst  thou  bind  the 
sweet  influence  of  the  pleiades?"  If  South  Carolina 
choose  to  become  *'  the  lost  pleiad,"  it  may  be,  sir,  that 
some  centuries  hence,  perhaps  not  manjr,  it  will  rest  only 
in  poetic  imagining  or  uncertain  tradition,  that  she  was 
ever  clustered  within  this  sisterhood  of  stan.  Uet  light, 
<«  dimmed  and  gone,"  may  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
telescope  which  history  can  fhmiiii,  to  bring  to  those  days 


the  transactions  of  the  times  in  which  we  live.  South 
Carolina,  sir,  will  judge  for  herself  whether  she  will 
continue  in  her  sphere,  minj^nr  her  rays  with  ours,  or 
sink  into  darkness  and  oblivion,  become  **  lost"— lost  in- 
deed—lost to  the  future,  lost  to  the  past,  lost  now,  lost 
forever. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
quitting  the  region  of  the  stars,  has  drawn  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  oppresrions  inflicted  by  Great  Britain  prior  to 
the  American  revolution,  upon  these  then  colonies,  which 
led  to  the  independence  of  this  nation,  and  the  sufferings 
endured  by  the  southern  portions  of  this  Union,  under 
our  own  paternal  Government.  The  learned  rentl^man 
has  discovered  a  very  exact  sin^ilitude,  and  he  admonishes 
us,  from  the  lessons  of  history  drawn  from  that  conflict,  to 
beware  how  we  imitate  the  fatal  policy  of  the  mother 
country.  Sir,  I  do  not  myself  perceive  the  resemblance. 
Against  what  did  the  colonies  remonstrate'  What  was 
tiie  great  cardinal  principle  they  maintained?  That  taxa- 
tion and  representation  should  go  together.  They  denied 
the  right  of  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain  to  levy  Uxes 
upon  them,  because  tiiey  were  not  represented  in  that 
Legislature.  Is  it  so  with  the  South,  sir?  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  tiie  colonies  had  been  represented  in  both 
Houses  of  the  British  Parliament,  in  proportion  to  their 
(population:  nay,  sir,  in  a  greater  degree  than  their  rela- 
tive numbers  would  justly  entide  them  to  claim;  that  the 
executive  administration  of  that  Government  had  been 
confided  to  the  hands  of  the  colonists  in  the  ratio  of 
thirty-six  .years  to  eight  years;  that  the  places  of  the 
Norths  and  Hillsborourhs,  and  their  colleagues  in  the 
ministry,  had  been  filled  by  the  Adamses,  the  Hancocks, 
the  Henrys,  of  America;  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons  and  *'  the  noble  lord  upon  the  Woolsack" 
had  both  been  citizens  of  these  '*  oppressed"  colonies^- 
exerting  the  influence  of  their  stations  upon  the  leading 
policy  of  the  kingdom.  Nay,  sir,  let  us  suppose  that  the 
very  measures  complained  of  had  their  inception  and 
Uieur  origin  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  in  a  measure 
were  forced  by  the  colonies  upon  a  reluctant  nation^ 
what  declaration  of  |;rievance8, 1  ask,  would  *<  a  decent 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  mankind"  have  enabled  the 
sages  of  the  revolution,  the  founders  of  our  republic,  to 
promulgate  to  the  world  in  justification  of  the  necessity 
<  <  which  impelled  them  to  the  separation  ?"  Far,  very  far 
diflerent,  1  am  sure,  from  that  r lorious  instrument  which, 
they  did  hold  up  to  the  gaze  of  an  admiring  world;  but 
not  from  such  as  the  '*  oppressed  South"  would  now  pro- 
mulgate, if  she  chooses  to  unfurl  the  banner  of  rebellion, 
and  to  justify  it  by  an  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  man- 
kind, for  the  oppressions  she  has  endured. 

Sir,  I  think  it  extremely  to  be  deplored  that  we  have 
become  accustomed  to  speak  so  familiarly  of  '*  revolu- 
tion," "disunion,"  «  secession;"  of  the  blood  which  may 
flow,  shed  by  our  hands;  of  the  throwing  off  the  oppres- 
^ons  of  our  Government,  by  force.  I  am  not  of  those 
who  can  either  look  upon  or  contemplate  « scenes  of 
blood  and  carnage  with  composure;"  and  I  do  not  wonder 
that  genUemen  occasionally  feel  an  involuntary  shock  at 
references  so  appalling.  Yet,  sir,  would  it  not  have  been 
well  if  the  sennbilities  of  gentlemen  had  been  somewhat 
earlier  excited?  if  thev  had  perceived  the  revolting 
character  of  a  strife  of  blood  before  my  honorable  friend 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  ViirTOF}  had  so  wrought  upon  their 
**  involuntary"  emotions?  Let  us  see,  sir,  who  has  talked 
most  familiarly  of  '*  blood." 

In  the  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  by 
the  late  convention  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  is 
this  sentence  :  **  But  if,  notwithstanding,  such  a  course 
of  madness  should  be  pursued,  we  here  solemnly  declare 
that  this  system  of  oppression  shall  never  prevail  in  South 
Carolina,  until  none  but  slaves  are  left  to  subimt  to  it. 
We  would  infinitely  prefer  that  the  territory  of  tlie  State 
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should  be  the  cemetery  of  freemen,  than  the  habitation 
of  slaves."  That  is,  sir,  if  the  Uws  of  the  Union  are  to 
be  maintained;  if  the  Government  of  their  choice  is  to 
be  upheld,  they  would  •'infinitely  prefer" — "infinitely 
prefer"  that  the  soil  of  tlieir  State  should  be  their'  ceme- 
tery. Why  sir,  upon  this  floor,  have  we  not  heard  the 
same  sentiment  more  than  once  uttered,  and  yet  gentle- 
men then  repressed  their  **  involuntary"  emotions?  A 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Clattok]  last  year  said, 
that  sooner  than  submit  to  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  ''  Georgia  would  become  a  howling 
wilderness."  Why,  sir,  is  it  only  when  laws  are  to  be 
prostrated,  when  Government  is  to  be  overthrown,  that  it 
becomes  humane,  patriotic,  and  praiseworthy,  to  brave 
these  awful  consequences?  But  when  liberty  itself  is  in 
danger,  when  the  constitution  which  protects  it  is  assail- 
ed, when  the  sovereignty  of  this  Union  is  about  to  be 
stricken  down,  if  in  its  defence  these  scenes  may  be  dared, 
gentlemen  can  scarcely  find  language  to  express  their 
abhorrence.  Sir,  I  always  regret  such  language,  here  or 
elsewhere.  If,  however,  the  scenes  of  a  bloody  revolu- 
tion are  held  up  to  our  view,  sickening — sickening  as  is 
the  prospect,  must  we  not  contemplate  it?  Sir,  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  these  considerations.  I  will  not  trace  further 
the  parallels  which  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Wilds] 
run  out  into  tlie  future,  quite  as  probable,  I  ag^ee,  as 
any  similitude  which  the  past  aflbrds,  but  not  more  so.  1 
pass  to  other  topics.  I  come  to  an  examination  of  some 
other  reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  the  passage  of 
^his  bill.  It  is  said  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  that  **the  extinguishment  of  the  debt, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  new  presidential  term, 
make  this  a  fit  season  for  permanent  fiscal  regulations. 
It  is  vitally  important,  too,  to  all  engaged  in  any  of  those 
iiumerous  commercial,. manufacturing,  or  agricultural  en- 
terprises, which  are  affected  by  changes  in  the  rates  of 
impost,  and  are  more  exposed  to  suffer  from  uncertainty 
than  even  error  in  legislation,  now  to  know  the  intention 
and  policy  of  this  Government  in  regard  to  their  several 
interests." 

Now,  sir,  what  legitimate  effect,  **  the  commencement 
of  a  new  presidential  tei*m,"  can  have  upon  the  fiscal  regu- 
lations, or  any  other  policy  of  the  Government,  I  am  ut- 
terly at  a  loss  to  comprehend.  In  other  countries,  the  ac* 
cession  of  a  new  monarch  is  oflen,  if  not  generally,  attend- 
ed with  a  change  of  ministry,  and  of  measures,  both  do- 
mestic and  foreign.  This  Is  quite  consistent  with  the  ideas 
of  the  *•  right  of  Kings"  to  govern,  as  formerly  maintained 
by  the  flatterers  and  advocates  of  despotic  power.  But 
here  we  have  not  yet,  not  quite  yet,  considered  the  Pre- 
sident any  other  than  the  servant  of  the  people — not  their 
arbitrary  ruler.  He  is  to  administer  the  laws,  which  the 
people,  by  their  representatives,  establish;  and  whenever 
a  change  of  policy  is  to  be  made,  it  seems  to  me  much 
more  consonant  to  our  conceptions  of  Government^  that 
the  commencement  of  a  new  legislative  term  would  be  a 
more  "  fit  season."  Let  the  people  speak  through  their 
new  representatives  in  another  Congress,  if  they  see  any 
occa^on  for  a  change  of  policy,  and  their  voice  will  be 
obeyed.  "Permanent fiscal  regulations, "  say  ihe  committee, 
•*  vitally  important"  "now  to  know."  Sir,  1  thought  it  was 
known  in  1824, 1  thought  it  was  known  in  1828,  and,  again, 
in  18  i2,  what  was  <*the  intention  and  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment." •*  Permanent!"  Can  we  give  permanence  to  our 
legislation  ?  Our  predecessors  thought  in  their  day  it  was 
time  **  now"  to  settle  the  great  policy  of  the  Government 
permanently;  and  they  did  settle  it.  We  are  about  to  un- 
seltle  it,  upon  the  ground  of  giving  permanence  and  sta- 
bility to  the  laws.  Will  those  who  come  afler  us  be  likely 
to  treat  our  **  permanent"  arrangements  wiith  any  greater 
respect  than  we  sliow  to  those  of  our  predecessors?  It  is 
a  sins^ular  idea  to  me,  sir,  giving  permanence  to  laws  by 
incessant  vacillations  {lud  changes.    I  am  for  permanence, 


and,  therefore,  I  resist  this  bill.  It  is  important,  I  admit, 
"  vitally  important,"  to  all  classes  of  citizens,  **  to  know" 
the  intentions  of  Government;  and  I  resist  this  bill  because 
I  wish  them  **  to  know"  that  protection  will  be  preserved. 
The  argument  on  the  other  side  is,  pass  this  bill  in  order 
that  the  people  ma^  know  what  the  permanent  policy  b 
'to  be.  I  answer,  reject  this  bill,  that  they  may  know  what 
the  policy  is  to  be.  I  think,  sir,  they  will  know  it,  quite 
as  certainly  in  the  one  contingency  as  in  the  other. 

But,  sir,  <<  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,"  say  the 
committee;  that  glorious  epoch!  Well,  what  then?  I 
admit  that,  in  consequence  of  the  extinction  of  the  public 
debt,  less  revenue  will  be  wanted  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Government;  and,  therefore,  we  provided  at  (he  last 
session  for  a  diminution  of  it.  If  experience  shall  demon- 
strate that  the  reduction  was  not  sufficient,  a  greater  can 
be  made  hereafter.  But  what  possible  connexion  has  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt  with  the  abandonment  .of  the 
protective  policy?  The  idea  that  it  if  to  be  abandoned 
for  this  reason,  proceeds  altogether  on  the  aasumpdon  that 
the  protecting  duties  were  laid  with  a  view  to  increase  the 
revenue  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  public  debt. 
Does  not  every  body  know  that  this  assumption  is  utterly 
false?  Does  not  every  man  here  know  that  the  duties 
were  laid  for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  protection, 
and  not  for  revenue?  Were  not  the  laws  passed  in  defi- 
ance of  the  argument,  and  Pmay  say,  in  anticipation  of  the 
fact  that  the  revenue  would  thereby  be  diminished,  and 
the  public  debt  retarded?  Has  not  South  Carolina  at- 
tempted to  try  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws  in  the  ju- 
dicial forum,  expressly  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not 
revenue  measures?  Does  she  not  **  nullify"  them  now  for 
this  reason  solely?  These  laws  were  designed  then,  not 
to  give  revenue,  not  to  pay  the  public  debt,  but  to  give 
protection..  Will  gentlemen  then  explain  why  they  should 
be  withdrawn  and  abandoned,  because  an  object,  for 
which  they  were  not  intended,  has  been  accomplished?  Is 
there  any  connexion  between  the  policy  and  principle  of 
protection,  and  the  exi^£ence  of  apublicdebtr  Does  the 
justice  and  expediency  of  the  former  depend  at  all  upon 
the  latter?  Why,  sir,  so  far  as  protecting  duties  are  taxes 
and  burdens,  as  gentlemen  contend  tl^y  are,  it  would 
seem  that  the  country  could  much  better  sustain  thena, 
when  i*elieved  from  the  pressure  of  a  public  debt,  than 
when  oppressed  by  it.  Yet  the  argument  is,  that  when 
the  country  was  pressed  down  by  the  weight  of  its  public 
debt,  it  was  wise  enough  to  impose  burdens  and  taxes 
without  reference  to  the  purpose  of  dischai^ng  that  debt; 
but  now  that  it  is  relieved  from  that  weight,  the  same  bur- 
dens and  taxes  cannot  be  endured.  Why,  sir,  if  protect- 
ing duties  were  burdens,  which  I  deny,  I  think  they  can 
be  made  easier  borne  now,  than  when  the  additional 
weight  was  upon  the  country.  I  f  the  policy  was  wise  then, 
it  is  wiser  now,  independent  of  the  consideration  that  the 
capital,  the  business,  the  labor,  tlie  expectations  of  the 
country,  have  all  conformed  to  it. 

Sir,  i  regret  to  perceive,  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  sentiments  so  different  from  those  upon 
which  the  protecting  policy  alone  can  be  sustained.  Al- 
low me  to  read  a  few  extracts  from  it. 

'*  And  although  the  exercise  of  the  power,  in  either 
case,  must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  cause  which  may 
call  it  forth,  the  power  of  taxation,  imposing  large  and 
permanent  burdens  for  the  encouragement  of  particular 
classes,  cannot  be  exercised,  and  by  slender  majorities, 
consistently  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  equal  rights  of 
all;  and  it  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  a  pcrnnanent  system 
of  high  protecting  duties  directly  tends  to  build  up  favored 
classes,  ultimately  prejudicial  to  the  safety  of  the  State." 

*<  To  perpetuate  a  system  of  encouragement  growing 
out  of  a  difierent  state  of  thingv^  would  be  to  confer  ad* 
vantsigfes  upon  the  manufacturing,  which  are  not  enjoyed 
by  any  other  branch  of  labor  in  the  United  States,  and  to 
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convert  the  favor  and  bounty  of  the  Government  into  per- 
manent  obligations  of  right,  acquiring  streng^  in  pro- 
portion to  their  continuance." 

"  Such  an  appeal  comes  with  force  to  all,  but,  in  an 
especial  manner,  may  be  made  to  tliose  who  have  so  long 
reaped  the  advantages  of  those  burdens  from  which  their 
brethren  th  roughout  the  Union,  after  having  submitted 
to  them  while  the  public  obligations  and  the  national 
defence  and  independence  require  it,  now  ask  to  be  re- 
lieved." 

What,  sir!  has  this  power  been  exercised  only  for  the 
encouragement  of  *< particular  classes,"  "favored  clas- 
ses?"   Is  it  «*  the  favor  and  bounty  of  Government,"  ma- 
nifested towai-d  particular  interests?    Are  these  "bur- 
dens" imposed  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  ?    If  this  were  the 
tru«  character  of  the  system,  t  would  not  sustain  it  a  mo- 
ment; I  would  abandon  it  instantly.   I  maintain  it,  because 
I  believe  it  essential  to  the  general  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness, to  the  national  strength  and  defence,  to  the  great, 
wide-spread,  public  security  and  benefit.     I  maintain  it, 
because,  instead  of  being  a  **  favor  and  bounty  from"  Go- 
vernment, it  is  a  prop,  and  support,  and  pillar  to  the  Go- 
vernment and  to  the  Union.     1  lay  all  the  claims  of  the 
manufacturers  and  of  individuals  out  of  the  case.     I  sup- 
port the  policy  as  a  national  policy,  important  to  the  whole. 
it  was  founded  in  public  necessity,  and  should  be '  main- 
tained for  the  public  good;  for  no  individual  interests,  no 
favored  classes.     "  Ultimately  prejudicial  to  the  safety  of 
the  State!"    What  is  "  the  State,"  sir?  I  know  one  of  the 
Kings  of  France  said,  **i  am  the  State,"  and  until  lately 
at  least  every  monarch  in  Kurope  could  have  said  the  same. 
This  idea  of  "favor  and  bounty  of  the  Government"  shown 
to  '*  particular  classes,"  becoming  dangerous  to  the  State, 
savors  rather  too  much  of  a  different  form  of  Government 
irocn  tliat  under  which  we  yet  live.     Is  not  this  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  people?    Are  not  these  classes  the  peo- 
ple?' Is  not  *•  the  State"  the  people?    Are  you  about  to 
build  up  a  partition  between  the  Government  and  the 
people?    Are  you  about  to  organize  a  being  called  "the 
State,"  or  "the  Government,"  distinct  from  the  people; 
capable  of  conferring  "favors  and  bounties"  upon  tiie 
people,  and  to  whose  safety  the  prosperity  of  the  people 
may  be  prejudicial?    "  Favored  classes!"    Who  are  they, 
sir  ?     For  whom  is  protection  designed?    For  all  your  me- 
chanics and  artisans,  scattered  over  the  whole  surface  of 
the  country,  in  every  art  and  trade.     For  your  agricultur- 
ists every  where.     For  your  laborers  in  the  shops,  in  the 
ifft^^9  in  the  mines,  on  the  land,  in  the  factories,  every 
where.     1  find,  sir,  that  the  Secretary  recommends  "  to 
dispense  with  a  great  portioivof  the  protection  heretofore 
afforded  to  the  growing  of  wool;  in  other  words,  to  re- 
duce very  considerably  the  duty  on  wool,  for  the  reason, 
amon^  others,  that  the  continuance  of  it  increases  the 
number  of  favored  classes."    I  suppose,  therefore,  that 
the  wool  growers,  the  farmers  of  the  country,  are  to  be. set 
down  among  those  who  have  enjoyed   "the  favor  and 
bounty"  of  the  Government,  and  that  they  are,  therefore, 
ijkely  to  become  "  ultimately  prejudicial  to  the  safety  of 
tJ)e  State."     What,  sir!  the  farmers,  the  great  body  of  the 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  they  who  sent  us  here,  to  be 
told  they  are  "the  favored  classes?"  That  they  are  some- 
become 


the 


tbin^  distinct  from  the  SUte?  That  they  may  b« 
prejudicial  to  its  safety  ?  Sir,  if  you  would  build  up 
State,'*  build  up  the  farmers  of  the  cotmtry,  protect  their 
interests,  support  them  whose  arm  fights  your  battles, 
whose  patriotism,  virtue,  and  intelligence  keeps  this  ma- 
chinery of  Government  steady  amid  the  designs  of  dema- 
gogues and  the  recklessness  of  ambitious  adventurers. 
These  are  "  the  State,"  and  for  these  is  the  policy  we  ad- 
vocate designed.  Away  with  this  notion  of  "  favored 
classes"  living  on  the  "favor  and  bounty"  of  Government-^ 
Government  which  itself  lives  but  upon  their  breath.  Sir, 
the  people  are  the  Government,  and  the  people  protect 


themselves,  without  the  "  favor  or  bounty"  of  any  supe- 
rior human  power. 

I  have  delayed  too  long,  sir,  the  purpose  which  I  had 
chiefly  in  view  when  I  rose  to  address  the  committee.  We 
are  told  by  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Polk,]  that  this  bill  affords  sufficient  and  reasonable  pro- 
tection; that  the  profits  of  manufacturers  are  much  great- 
er than  of  other  classes  of  the  community;  and  to  main- 
tain these  positions,  he  referred  to  evidence  collected  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  I  purpose  to 
examine  this  evidence,  and  to  notice  also  a  remark  of  the 
honorable  chairman,  [Mr.  Ysbplanck,]  that  Maine  had 
expressed  its  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  That 
is  true,  sir.  But  does  the  honorable  gentleman  find  any 
thing  in  the  opinions  to  which  he  has  referred  to  support 
this  bill?  In  1829,  the  Legislature  of  that  State  adopted  a 
report  of  a  select  committee,  accompanied  by  resolutions, 
expressive  of  its  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  tariff  enacted 
the  preceding  year.  The  grounds  of  complaint  which 
prevailed  in  Maine  against  that  law  as  se^forth  by  the  Le- 
gislature, and  I  may  add,  also,  which  constrained  the  re- 
presentatives from  that  State  in  Congress  to  oppose  its 
enactment,  were,  the  increased  duties  upon  "iron,  hemp, 
ravens  duck,  and  molasses."  The  duty  upon  the  three 
former,  it  was  supposed  would  essentially  injure  the  ship- 
building rvnd  fisheries,  extensively  prosecuted  in  that  State; 
and,  upon  the  latter,  accompanied  also  by  withholding  the 
drawback  upon  the  exportation  of  distilled  spirits  from 
foreign  molasses,  would  seriously  injure  the  navigation, 
lumber,  and  distilleries.  In  1830,  the  duty  upon  molasses 
was  reduced,  and  the  drawback  restored;  and  so  far  the 
grounds  of  complaint  have  been  removed. 

By  the  act  of  the  last  session,  the  duty  on  iron  and  hemp 
had  been  considerably  reduced,  and  upon  ravens  duck 
very  greatly  diminished .  Has  the  gentleman  any  evidence 
that  the  State  of  Maine  is  not  satisfied  with  that  reduction? 
that  she  demands  more? 

In  March,  18o2,  the  Legislature  passed  a  resolution  to 
this  effect: 

"  Besolved,  That  the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports, 
especially  on  those  articles  which  are  consumed  by  the 
laboring  class  of  the  community,  would  relieve  the  people 
of  the  United  States  from  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  present  unequal,  unjust,  and  oppressive  tariff 
system,  and  would  tend  to  restore  harmony  to  the  Union." 
I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  how  and  wherefore  these 
resolutions  were  passed.    I  take  them  as  they  are,  and  I 
admit  that  the  then  present  tariff  is  denominated  nnjust, 
unequal,  and  oppressive.     Well,  sir,  since  that  time  we 
have  modified  it  essentially.      We  have  taken  off  some 
duties  entirely,  "  especially  upon  those  articles  consum- 
ed by  the  laboring  classes,"  tea,  coffee,  salt,  and  many 
others.  .  We  have  listened  to  the  complaints  as  to  iron, 
hemp,  duck,  &c.  articles  essential  to  shipbuilding,  and 
have  also  diminished  those  duties  very  considerably.     Is 
not  this  enough  ?    Can  the  gentleman  say  that  we  have 
not  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  Maine?    The  State  has  not 
said  so,  to  my  knowledge.     No  petitions  are  received 
here;  no  voice  from  the  Legislature.     So  fai-  as  my  in- 
formation extendsi  the  law  of-  last  year  was  very  gene- 
rally acceptable.     All  parties,  I  think,  were  satisfied  with 
it.     But  if  it  be  not  so,  and  the  gentleman  still  wishes 
to  accommodate  Maine,  how  does  he  propose  to  do  it? 
By  imponng  duties  and  taxes  upon  "  those  articles  es- 
pecially which  are  consumed  by  the  laboring  classes," 
tea  and  coffee  particularly,  in  the  first  place;  next,  by 
leaving  almost  at  their  present  rate  the  duties  on  iron, 
hemp,  anci  duck,  against  which  almost  exclusively  she 
protested;  and  lastly,  by  striking  down,  at  a  blow,  to  the 
lowest  point,  the  duties  on  wool,  woollen  goods,  cottons, 
paper,  and  other  articles,  against  which  no  voice  from 
that  State  has  ever  yet  been  heard.     Will  this,  «r,  be 
regarided  there  as  removing  the  inequality,  the  injustice 
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of  the  system?  Does  it  not  enlarge  thep^ounds  of  com- 
plaint? Is  not  this  bin  in  direct  hostility  with  the  de- 
clared sentiment  of  Maine?  Does  it  meet  her  request  in 
any  degree?    Certainly,  sir,  it  will  not  be  pretended. 

The  views  I  have  presented  will  be  found  in  accord- 
ance with  those  ezhioited  in  the  evidence  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polk.]  From  pag^ 
1  of  document  308,  I  read  these  extracts  of  a  letter  from 
Asa  Clapp,  Esq.  of  Portland,  under  date  April  31,  18S2, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  then  existing  tariff  is  not  the  now  existing  tariff. 

<*  That  portion  of  the  tariff  which  bears  most  heavily 
upon  Maine  comes  within  the  resolutions,  namely,  on 
Iron,  hemp,  and  sail  cloth." 

*<  It  will  be  seen  by  the  abstracts,  that  all  other  branches 
of  manuftictures  are  small  in  Maine  to  that  of  shipbuild- 
ing," &c. 

**  Although  the  people  of  Maine  have  complained  less 
than  their  Southern  friends,  they  have  far  greater  cause 
for  complaint,  being  obliged  to  pay  about  twenty  per 
cent  for  duties,  not  only  on  all  matenabfor  building,  but 
for  repairing  their  vessels." 

**  Among  the  many  duties  which  have  been  oppr^ve, 
were  reckoned  salt,  coffee,  and  tea,  being  all  used  by  the 
poorer  classes.  As  the  Government  has  rendered  itself 
popular  in  the  reduction  of  the  two  first  articles,  it  is 
hoped  they  will  in  the  latter  also." 

**  Whether  a  heavy  dutv  upon  spiri^  and  little  or  none 
upon  wines,  would  contribute  to  eradicate  the  evils  of  in- 
temperance, ought  to  be  lustly  con^dered,"  &c. 

**  Cotton  factories,  at  the  present  time,  are  very  profit- 
able, but  it  is  expected,  from  the  great  number  building, 
that  much  competition  will  ensue,  and  profits  will  be  les- 
sened." 

**  In  the  manu&cture  of  wool  we  have  made  less  ad- 
vance, but  it  it  thought  a  considerable  reduction  may  take 
place,  and  the  business  still  continue  profitable." 

What  is  there,  sir,  in  all  this  to  sustain  the  present  bill? 
Is  it  in  leaving  the  duties  upon  iron,  hemp,  and  sail  cloth 
at  high  rates'  Is  it  in  restoring  the  duties  upon  tea  and 
coffee,  the  removal  of  which  nuide  your  administration  so 
popular?  Is  it  in  striking  down  to  the  lowest  point  the 
duties  upon  cottons,  when  you  are  told  that  «  competi- 
tion" **  will  lessen  prices?"  As  to  woollen  manufactures, 
the  opinion  is  very  cautiously  expressed,  that  they  will 
bear  reduction.  « It  is  thought,"  says  the  letter.  Un- 
doubtedly <<  it  is  thought"  so  by  some,  and  by  others, 
many  others,  « it  is  thouriit"  quite  otherwise.  But  my 
answer  to  that  is,  that  we  nave  since  then  made  the  re- 
duction, and  **  it  is  thought,"  by  me  at  least,  that  we 
should  wait  a  Uttle  to  witoess  the  effect  of  it,  both  upon 
the  revenue  and  upon  manuiactares. 

In  relation  to  foreign  spirits,  how  is  it,  sir?  By  the 
existing  laws  they  are  subject  to  a  duty,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  committee,  upon  an  average  of  about  145 
per  cent,  on  their  cost.  The  bill  proposes  to  reduce  it  to 
about  60  per  cent,  upon  an  avenge.  The  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  the  letter  I  have  read,  ravors  the.  continuance 
of  **  heavy  duties,"  upon  the  ground  of  checking  intem- 
perance {  yet  I  can  well  conceive  that  *'  heavy  duties" 
upon  foreign  spirits  would  be  veiy  satis&ctory,  even  to 
the  "free  trade"  party  in  Maine,  ana  to  BIr.  Clapp  himself, 
upon  other  considerations.  The  city  represepted  by 
my  honorable  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Avdxbsov]  will 
hardly  be  satisfied  with  this  part  of  the  bill.  At  present, 
nr,  a  very  profitable  course  of  business  is  carried  on  be-^ 
tween  that  pbce  and  Cuba,  and  perhaps  some  other  of 
the  West  India  islands  The  lumber  or  the  country  finds 
a  ready  market  in  Havana,  in  exchange  for  molasso,  and 
the  navigation  is  profitably  employed  in  transporting 
these  commodities  to  and  from  their  respective  places. 
The  distillation  of  the  molasses  into  rum  gives  employ- 
ment to  capital  and  industry,  and  is  extepsively  protecut- 


ed.    A  part  of  this  rum  is  reshipped  to  the  North  of 
Europe,  takes  Ae  drawback,  emplojrs  American  ves- 
sels in  the  transportation  and  in  the  return  cargo.     AH 
this  is  well  and  advantam>us.     Admit  the  BritMh  West 
India  rum,  and  the  distilleries  must  ston;  the  importation 
of  molasses  to  supplv  them  must  stop)  the  exportation  of 
lumber,  to  pajr  for  the  molasses,  must  stop;  the  naviga- 
tion must  sufier.     Under  your  colonial  arrangement  *<  of 
blessed  and   glorious  memorv,"  British  vessels  will  be 
freely  admitt^,  bringing  British  rum.      They  will  not 
take  your  lumber  in  return,  because  they  can  supply 
themselves  cheaper  from  British  colonies.     They  wiD 
take  your  money,  and  with  that  purchase  the  lumber  of 
New  Brunswicic,  or  the  cotton  or  the  South,  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Liverpool  in  their  own  ships.    Cuba  cannot 
buy  our  lumber,  unless  we  buy  her  molasses.    Who  does 
not  perceive,  sir,  how  destructive  to  the  course  of  trade 
which  I  have  described,  the  reduction  of  duties  on  spirits 
must  prove?    This  bill,  in  my  judgment,  is  not  framed 
with  any  reference  to  the  interests  of  Maine,  which  I 
think  will  be  very  essentially  impaired  by  its  passage. 
But,  sir,  to  the  evidence  which  has  been  cited  to  prove 
that  it  affords  sufficient  protection.    The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  read  from  the  letter  of  James  L.  Child,  pages 
1  and  2  of  the  printed  document,  this  extract: 

<*  It  is  well  known  that  Maine  has  not  manv  large  ma- 
nufacturing establishments  of  any  kind.  In  that  portion 
of  the  State  which  I  visited  or  examined,  I  found  but  two 
cotton  factories,  one  at  Winthrop,  in  the  county  of  Ken- 
nebeck,  and  the  other  at  Gardiner,  in  the  same  county. 
The  agent  of  the  former  verv  readily  answered  all  the 
inquiries  put  to  him,  within  his  power  to  answer;  the 
rseult  of  which  will  be  found  in  sheet  marked  No.  1, 
accompanying  this;  but  the  directors  of  the  Gardiner  fac- 
tory declined  answering  any  of  them,  although  twice 
called  upon  by  roe,  and  once  written  to  on  the  subject 
I,  however,  found  by  inquiry  that  their  operations  are 
about  one-third  more  than  at  Winthrop;  and,  owing  to  a 
favorable  location,  and  other  facilities  for  carrying  on 
their  business,  their  profits  must  have  been,  during  the 
year  ending  September  last,  fully  25  per  cent"  The 
gentleman,  in  reading  this,  dwelt  with  much  emphasis 
upon  the  statement  t£it  the  cfirectors  of  the  Gardiner  fiko- 
tory  declined  to  answer;  and  he  drew  from  this  the  same 
strong  inference,  as  to  the  amount  of  profits,  as  did  the 
writer  of  the  letter.  How  the  fiict  was,  sir,  1  have  no 
knowledge  whatever.  If,  however,  it  were  so,  I  have  no 
doubt  the  directors  had  very  sufficient  reasons,  other  tluin 
an  unwillingness  to  disclose  their  enormous  profits,  which 
seems  to  be  the  reason  attributed  to  them.  With  tiiose 
gentlemen  I  have  the  pleasure  to  be  acquainted,  and  I 
can  assure  you,  sir,  that  they  are  as  hr  above  any  unwor- 
tbjr  motive,  as  any  member  wlio  is,  or  ever  has  been,  upon 
this  floor,  could  be.  9o  far  from  being  desirous  to  uphold 
the  tariff  system,  a  majority  of  them,  I  believe,  are  the 
friends  of  free  trade.  But  how  stands  the  fact^  I  find 
in  this  document,  page  11,  minute  answers  from  the  Gar- 
diner fiictory  to  all  the  interrogatories  proposed.  **  De- 
clined to  answer!"  Where  did  these  answers  come  from? 
Be  that  as  it  may,  here  they  are,  and  what  do  they  show? 
In  the  first  place,  they  show  the  accuracy  of  the  informa- 
tion which  the  agent  of  the  agent  of  the  treasujy  pro- 
cured by  his  <*  inquiry."  Fully  35  per  cent.,  says  he. 
He  found  the  operations  about  one-third  more  than  at 
Winthrop.  Now  here  are  both  returns,  and  let  us 
how  they  compare. 

Number  of  looms. 

Spindles,    - 

Cards, 
Persons  employed. 
Cotton  usea  (value  of) 
Manofiictoges,    do 


Gardiner. 

Winthrop 

46 

59 

1,660 

2,000 

27 

37 

87 

95 

#157,500 

184^000 

189,400 

317,900 
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How  does  this  comport  with  the  statement?  Although 
the  operations  at  Winthrop  are  so  much  greater,  yet  the 
expenses  of  labor  are  less  than  at  Gardiner.  The  eighty- 
seven  persons  employed  in  the  latter  are  paid  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  week; 
while  the  ninety-five  at  the  former  are  paid  but  one 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dolhtra  and  seventy-five 
cents.  That  the  factory  at  Winthrop  may  have  been  pro- 
fitable to  the  presebt  proprietors,  is  not  improbable.  They 
are  few  in  number,  and  it  is  under  very  skilful  and  judi- 
cious management.  It  fell  into  their  hands,  reluctantly, 
I  believe,  at  far  less  than  the  original  cost,  and  may  have 
divided  considerable  profits  upon  that  sum,  but  not,  I  am 
quite  confident,  more  than  a  moderate  and  reasonable 
rate  upon  the  original  cost.  Of  that  at  Gardiner,  I  can 
speak  with  more  assurance;  and  I  confess,  sir,  I  was 
never  more  astonished  in  the  course  of  my  life,  than  to 
hear  the  flourishing  condition  of  that  establishment  cited, 
upon  this  floor,  to  prove  that  cotton  manufactures  re- 
quired no  further  protection. 

That  factory  has  been  in  operation  about  twenty-four 
years,  and  has  been  so  very  profitable  as,  in  all  that  time, 
to  have  made  one  small  dividend  only.     Shares  which  ori- 

finally,  and  by  subsequent  assessments,  have  cost  four  or 
ve  hundred  dollars,  can  be  now  bought  for  one  hundred. 
I  think,  sir,  I  speak  within  bounds.  I  perceive,  by  a  pa- 
per which  I  received  to-day,  that  a  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders lias  been  notified,  with  a  view  to  midce  another 
assessment,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  debts  of  the 
corporation.  This  does  not  look  much  like  a  highly  pros- 
perous condition.  I  heartily  rejoice  to  learn  that  its 
profits,  last  year,  have  been  considerable;  for  no  institu- 
tion, within  my  knowledge,  of  no  greater  extent,  has 
been  hitherto  so  losing  a  concern.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Gilxobe]  read  another  extract  from 
this  letter  of  Mr.  Childs,  in  these  words:  *«  The  impres- 
sion among  intelligent  gentlemen  with  whom  1  have  con- 
versed, is,  that  the  duties  on  woollens  and  cottons  mi^ht 
be  advantageously  reduced,  and  the  factories  still  be  able 
to  carry  on  their  business  at  a  rate  of  profit  considerably 
above  what  is  realized  in  other  branches.*' 

Now,  sir,  will  any  member  of  this  House  predicate  his 
course  of  action  upon  this  great,  important,  vital  ques- 
tion of  protection,  on  evidence  like  this?  "Impressions!" 
*•  Intelligent  gentlemen !  **    Who  are  they  ?    Let  us  j  udge 
of  their  intelligence,  their  means  of  knowledge,  their  in- 
terests, and  tlie  strength  of  their  « impressions."    Of  all 
this  we  are  ignorant,  and  I  confess,  sir,  the  singular  mis- 
fortune of  the  gentleman,  in  collecting  his  facts  "upoiV 
inquiry,"  and  giving  his  opinions  in  reference  to  the  com- 
parative condition   of  the  two  cotton  factories  I  have 
named,  has  very  much  shaken  roy/aith  in  evidence  of 
**  impressions."     Sir,  the  •*  impressions"  of  ".intelligent 
gentlemen"  of  this  House,  and  the  Senate  also,  at  tlie 
last  session,  was,  that  the  reduction  then  made,  was  as 
great  as  a  proper  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  manufac- 
turing* establishments  would  allow;  and  with  these  "im- 
pressions" for  the  present,  at  least,  I  am  content.     As  to 
the  profits  being  so  much  greater  in  these  branches  than 
in  other  pursuits,  my  observation  has  been  quite  other- 
wise.    If  it  were  so,  why  is  it  that  manufactures  are  not 
more  extensively  prosecuted?    Capital  always  seeks  the 
most  profitable  mvestments.     Yet  you  find  that  the  navi- 
gating' interest  which,  it  is  represented,  has^een  so  much 
depressed  in   Maine,   has   been  remarkably  successful. 
Mr.  Clapp  says,  page  64,  "  Vessels  have  been  in  great 
demand  during  the  year  1831,  which  has  occasioned  a 
great   increase.     Upwards  of  forty  thousand  tons  have 
been  built."     On  page  65,  he  says,  again:  "Twice  the 
number  of  vessels  built  this  year  than  an  average."     Sir, 
this  speaks  any  thing  but  a  depression  of  the  navigating 
interest.     The  truth  is,  I  think,  that  it  is  at  this  day,  and 
ha«  been,  the  roost  profitable  businesi  to  those  engaged 
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in  it,  of  any  in  the  country;  and  it  comes,  I  must  say, 
with  an  ill  grace  from  those  who  have  enjoyed,  are  en- 
joying, and  ought  to  enjoy,  the  benefits  of  protecting  and 
discriminating  duties,  to  complain  of  protection  afibrded 
to  other  interests.  The  protective  policy  has  been  the 
best  friend  to  the  navigation  of  this  country  which  it  haa 
ever  had.  What  has  built  up  and  sustains  your  immense 
coasting  trade  but  tliis  same  policy  ?  Tour  free  trade  sys- 
tems, and  your  colonial  arrangements,  if  carried  into  exe- 
cution, will  convince  that  interest  where  its  true  policy 
lies. 

Sir,  other  gentleman  have  so  fully  and  so  ably  exposed 
the  inequalities  of  this  bill,  that  I  shall  forbear  to  follow 
the  same  track;  I  wish,  however,  to  show  you  how  it  is  re- 
garded elsewhere,  and  by  those  opposed  to  the  protective 
system.  I  read  from  the  Virginia  Times,  an  able  oppo- 
nent of  the  policy,  an  extract  of  a  letter,  under  date 
"  Washington,  January  13, 1833;"  by  whom  written  I  do 
not  know,  but  evidently  by  one  who  knows  something  of 
the  proceeding's  of  this  House.     It  is  thus: 

"  It  is  understood  that  there  will  be  but  three  votes 
from  Pennsylvania  for  the  bill,  although  it  is  framed  with 
a  view  to  promote  the  particular  interests  of  that  State. 
A  decided  eflbrt  will  be  made  to  amend  it,  first,  by  tak-  • 
ing  ofl*  the  duty  on  tea  and  coflee;  next,  to  increase  the 
duty  on  wool,  woollens,  and  cottons;  and  if  these  fail, 
then  the  New  England  members  will  unite  in  an  eifort  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  iron.  If  any  of  tliese  propositions  are 
carried,  it  is  believed  that  the  bill  will  be  lost,  and  they 
will  all  be  urged, with  a  view  to  defeat  it. 

"  You  ask  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  bill  if  it  passes? 
So  far  as  it  relates  to  South  Carolina,  it  seems  to  roe  that 
it  will  nullify  her  ordinance,  at  the  same  time  that  it  will 
cut  up  the  tariff  by. the  roots.  For  although  it  fall  short  ■ 
of  a  satisfactory  adjustment,  yet  the  efiect  will  be  that, 
next  year,  the  New  England  members  will  unite  with  the 
South  in  repealing  the  duty  on  iron.  This  will  enable 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  come  forward  as  the  special  advocate 
of  the  particular  interests  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  ' 
oppose  this;  and  upon  Mr.  Ritchie  and  the  junto  rest  his 
hopes  of  binding  the  four  great  States  to  his  car. 

"  Thus  you  will  see  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  resolved  to 
ntake  every  movement  work  for  his  benefit." 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  so,  but  if  this  bill  has 
been  framed  with  a  view  to  promote  the  particular  inte- 
rests of  one  State  only,  it  is  of  necessity,  unequal,  unjust, 
abominable.  No  law  should  be  framed  with  any  such 
view.  The  interest  of  the  whole,  and  not  of  a  part,  is  to 
be  regarded;  but  it  so  happens,  whether  designed  or  not, 
that  the  bill  does  especially  regard  the  interests  of  Penn- 
sylvania. There  are  some  other  facts  here  which  I  com- 
mend  to  the  attention  of  the  House.  "  It  will  cut  up  the 
tarifl*  by  the  roots."  Let  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Polk]  think  of  this,  who  has  endeavored  to  demon- 
strate that  it  affords  sufficient  protection.  "It  falls  short 
of  a  satisfactory  adjustment."  Let  the  gentlemen  think 
of  this  who  talk  about  a  "permanent"  adjustment 
"  now,"  and  have  so  much  at  heart  a  "satisfactory"  con- 
ciliation. "  The  duty  on  iron"  will  be  hereafter  repealed. 
I  commend  this  to  the  consideration  of  Pennsylvania;  tr 
those  members,  if  there  be  such,  who  hope  to  save  the 
interests  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  expense  of  New  England. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  is  "to  come  forward  as  the  special  ad- 
vocate of  the  particular  interests  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio."  I  commend  this  to  the  candid  consideration  of 
those  who  think  that  this  bill  is  in  way  connected  with  the 
party  politics  of  the  times,  and  has  no  reference  to  ulte- 
rior movements.  L^et  gentlemen  consider  it.  The  ho- 
norable member  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambrelssg]  has 
also  told  us,  ti)at  this  bill  would  not  settle  the  great  qiies* 
tion;  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  had  been  aU 
wrong  for  seventeen  years,  and  could  not  be  corrected  in 
a  day,  that  it  would  require  the  next  year,  and  the  fol- 
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lowing,  and  the  third,  to  bring  back  the  true  policy  of 
the  Government.  What  a  commentary  is  this  upon  "  per- 
manent legislation"— upon  "  satisfactory  adjustments!" 

I  said,  sir,  I  would  not  go  into  the  details  of  the  bill ; 
but  there  is  one  item  in  which  1  feel  some  interest,  and  I 
cannot  forbear  to  advert  to  it.  The  existing  duty  on 
paper  is  specific,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  108  per  cent.,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  is  now  proposed  to  reduce  it  to  30  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  to  take  effect  within  30  days  from  this'  time. 
Is  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  a  gradual  reduc- 
tion ?  I  should  be  gratified  if  the  honorable  committee 
will  deign  to  speak,  to  hear  some  reason  for  this  reduc- 
tion ?  Is  the  manufacture  not  worth  protection  ?  We 
know  it  has  attained  a  high  decree  of  perfection,  and  that 
the  country  is  almost  exclusively  supplied  by  the  domes- 
tic article.  Is  30  per  cent,  a  sufficient  protection  ?  I  am 
assured,  sir,  by  those  who  know,  that  if  this  bill  Uke  ef- 
fect, every  paper  manufiictory  in  the  Union  must  be  pros- 
trated. The  very  cheap  paper  of  Italy  will  drive  our  own 
from  the  market.  Is  this  duty  oppressive  to  the  South 
peculiarly  ?  I  believe  their  population  do  not  consume 
very  largely  of  the  article,  in  proportion  to  other  sections 
of  the  country.  The  Ux,  if  it  be  one,  fidls  upon  the 
wealthier  portions  of  the  community — upon  the  commer- 
cial, the  professional,  the  literary  classes  ;  and  I  can  con- 
ceive of  no  reason  for  the  diminution  of  the  duty,  but  a 
general  hostility  to  the  use  of  every  fabric  made  at  home, 
which  by  possibility  can  be  procured  abroad.  The.  same 
observation  applies  also  to  "  ready-made  clothing."  Why 
is  it  that  the  honorable  committee,  and  other  gentlemen 
on  this  floor,  manifest  such  antipathy  to  the  employment 
of  our  own  labor  ?  Do  they  desire  to  reduce  the  wages 
of  our  own  people  to  a  level  with  that  of  other  countries? 
Do  they  desire  that  all  our  clothing  shall  be  made  in  the 
shops  of  London  and  Paris,  and  our  industrious  citizens 
thrown  out  of  business  ?  Sir,  I  shall  say  no  more  upon 
the  details  of  the  bill,  and  have  but  a  word  upon  other  and 
more  general  considerations. 

Mr.  Chairman :  We  live  in  very  extraordinary  times. 
How  astonishing  will  it  be  to  posterity,  and  how  astonish- 
ing it  ought  to  be  to  us,  that  now,  *'  in  the  high  and  palmy 
state"'  of  the  republic;  prosperous  at  home  in  an  un- 
paralleled degree — ^at  peace  with  all  the  world;  enjoying 
hig^  distinction  among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  with  an 
overflowing  treasury;  we  are  seriously  talking  about  the 
cruel  <*  oppressions"  of  government;  the  "unjust  exac- 
tions;" the  **  tyrannical"  despotism!  To  some  gentle- 
men, all  government  seems  an  arbitrary  usurpation  of 
popular  rights.  If  we  may  form  any  opinion,  sir,  of  the 
character  of  human  institutions  by  the  effects  they  pro- 
duce, and  the  ends-they  accomplish,  what  encomiums  does 
not  the  constitution  of  our  country  deserve  for  the  un- 
utterable blessings  it  has  already  bestowed,  and  the  rich 
promises  it  holds  out  for  the  future.  Yet,  Just  at  such  a 
moment,  it  is  discovered  that  this  admirable  system  of 
government  is  all  wrong,  arbitrary,  oppressive — so  de- 
fective as  to  require  almost  total  remodelling.  We  have 
now  on  the  table  thirteen  distinct  amendments  proposed 
by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  how  many  from  other  quar- 
ters I  cannot  say. 

Sir,  if  we  are  wise,  we  shall  adhere  to  the  path  marked 
out  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  which  has  led  this 
nation  to  happiness,  prosperity,  and  greatness,  their  most 
sanguine  anticipations  scarcely  dared  to  hope.  We  shall 
not  venture  rashly  upon  untried  experiments.  Why  should 
we  despair  of  the  Government }  We  are  told  that  the 
States  are  *<  sovereign,"  and  that  they  have  certain  "  re- 
served rights,"  upon  whiqli  they  now  rely  to  control  the 
power  exercised  by  the  General  Government.  So  far  as 
South  Carolina  sets  up  these  pretensions,  I  beg  leave  to 
read  a  South  Carolina  answer,  more  conclusive  and  satis- 
factory than  any  thing  I  could  urge  now  or  at  any  other 


time.  I  read  from  a  pamphlet  entitled  ^'  A  defence  of  m 
liberal  construction  of  the  powers  of  Congress,"  and  writ- 
ten by  «  One  of  the  people,"  some  years  ago,  in  South 
Carolina,  in  answer  to  certain  writers  in  behalf  of  this 
••  reserved  right,"    It  says, 

**  You  assert  tliat  when  any  conflict  shall  occur  between 
the  General  and  State  Governments,  as  to  the  extent  of 
their  respective  powers,  <  each  party  has  a  right  to  judge 
for  itself!'    I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  such  a 

Proposition  ought  to  be  treated.  No  climax  of  poliUcal 
eresies  can  be  imagined,  in  which  this  might  not  fiurly 
claim  a  most  prominent  place.  It  resolves  the  Govern- 
ment at  once  into  the  elements  of  phyacal  force,  and  in- 
troduces us  directly  into  a  scene  of  anarchy  and  blood. 
There  is  not  a  single  power  delegated  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment, which  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  evei^ 
State  Government  to  destroy,  under  the  authority  of  this 
licentious  principle.  It  would  be  only  necessary  for  a 
State  Legislature  to  pass  a  law  forbidding  that  which  the 
Federal  Legislature  enjoins,  or  enjoining  what  the  Federal 
Legislature  forbids,  and  the  work  is  accomplished. 

<*  Perhaps  you  will  require  the  State  Judiciary  to  pro- 
nounce the  State  law  constitutional.  I  will  illustrate  your 
principle  by  a  few  examples. 

*<  Suppose  Congress   should  pass  a  Uw  to  May  and 
collect    taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises,'  and  that  a 
State  Legislature  should  pass  another,  declaring  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  revenue  was  intended,  unconstitution- 
al, and  therefore  prohibiting  the  officers  of  the  General 
Government,   by  severe  penalties,  from  collecting  the 
<  taxes,    duties,  imposts,   and  excises.'     Suppose  Con- 
gress should  pass  a  law  to  *  raise  an  army'  for  a  national 
war,  and  a  State  Legislature  pass  another,  declaring  the 
war  *  wicked,  unrighteous,  and    unconstitutional,'  and 
therefore  prohibiting  the  officers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, under  heavy  penalties,   from  recruiting  soldiers 
within  tlie  limits  of  the  State.     Suppose  Conp^ss  should 
pass  a  law  *  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  se- 
curities and  current  coin  of  the  United  States;'  and  a 
State  Government  should  pronounce  it  unconstitutional, 
and  provide  a  heavy  penalty  against  all  officers^  judicial 
or  ministerial,  who'should  attempt  to  enforce  it.     I  need 
not  multiply  cases  ;  for  if  you  will  duly  consider  these, 
you  will  nnd  enough  to  satiate  your  keenest  relish  for 
anarchy  and  disorder.    In  all  the  above  cases  you  would 
say,  <  eltfih  party  has  a  right  to  judge  for  itsejf,'  and  of 
course  to  enforce  its  judgment.     You  might  then  behold 
a  revenue  officer  of  the  United  States  confined  in  a  State 
dtingeon  for  obeying  the  revenue  laws  of  Cong^ss.    You 
might  see  a  gallant  officer  of  the  army,  covered  with  the 
glorious  scars  of  many  a  hard-fought  battle,  bearing  the 
scourge  of  a  State  constable  at  a  whipping  post,  for  at- 
tempting, under  a  law  of  Congress,  to  recruit  soldiers  to 
fight  the  battles  of  his  country.     You  might  even  see  a 
Federal  Judge  arraigned  before  a  Sute  tribunal  for  pro- 
nouncing sentence  against  a  counterfeiter  of  the  current 
coin  of  th e  United  Sutes !     A  nd  all  this  would  unavoidably 
result  in  giving  the  State  rulers  the  right  to  reast  the 
General  Government, -or  in  a  civil  war  to  establish  its  le- 
gitimate authority ;  consequences,   either  of  which    is 
incompatible  with  the  very  notion  of  Government.     To 
suppose  that  the  General  Government  have  a  constitu- 
tional right  to  exercise  cectain  powers,  which  must  ope- 
rate upon  the  people  of  the  States,  and  yet  <hat  the  Gc^- 
vernment  of  each  State  has  a  right  to  fix  and  determine 
its  own  relative  powers,  and,  by  necessary  consequence* 
to  limit  the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  is  to  sup- 
pose the  existence  of  two  contradictory  and  inconsistent 
rights.     In  all  Governments  there  must  be  some  one  su- 
preme power ;  in  other  words,  eveiy  question  tliat  can 
arise  as  to  the  constitutional  extent  of  the  powers  of  dif- 
ferent classes  of  functionaries,  must  be  susceptible  of  a 
legal  and  peaceable  determina'tion  by  some  tribunal  of 
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acknowledged  authority,  or  force  must  be  the  inevitable 
consequence «  and  where  force  begins  government  ends. 
And  it  18  the  more  astonishing  that  you  haveassumed  posi- 
tions involving  such  tremendous  consequences,  when  we 
consider  that  they  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the  '  strict 
letter*  of  the  constitution,  your  favorite  test  of  the  extent 
of  delegated  powers.    It  is  therein  provided,   *  that  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall 
be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land ;  and  the  Judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound 
therfeby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State 
to  the  contraiy  notwithstanding.'    And  again,  <  the  judi- 
cial power  [of  the  United  States]  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be 
made,  under  their  authority.'    Nothing  can  be  more  plain 
than  that  the  *  strict  letter*  of  the  constitution  does  make 
the  laws  of  Congress  supreme,  enjoining  obedience  upon 
the  State  functionaries,  and  makmg  void  the  laws  of  a 
State,  if  contrary  thereto.     And  to  give  this  provision  a 
sanction  of  a  nature  peculiarly  impressive,  *  the  members 
of  the  several  State  Legisbtures,  all  executive  and  judicial 
officers,   both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  support 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.'    It  is  not  less  evi- 
dent that  it  belongs  to  the  national  judiciary  to  pronounce 
upon  the  constitutionality  or  unconstitutionality  of  the 
laws  of  the  National  Legislature.    Its  jurisdiction  extends 
to  '  all  casea|  arising  under  them  ;  and  it  is  hard  to  con^ 
ceive  how,  in  an^  possible  case»  a  Federal  Judge  can  de- 
eide  a  case,  arismg  under  a  law,  without  pronouncing 
upon  the  constitutionality  of  that  law.     In  fact,  it  would 
be  vain  and  idle  to  make  the  laws  of  Cong^ss  supreme, 
if  the  national  judiciary  had  not  the  power  of  enforcing 
them.    For  you  can  hardly  be  ignorant  that  a  law  is  a 
dead  letter  without  an  organ  to  expound,  and  an  instru- 
ment to  enforce  it.     I  should  suppose,  therefore,  that  no 
professional  man  could  hesitate  in  saying,  that  a  forcible 
opposition  to  the  judgment  of  the  Federal  Court,  founded 
upon  an  act  of  Congress,   by  whatever  State  authority 
that  opposition  might  be  authorized,  would  be  the  very 
case  which  the  convention  had  in  view  when  they  made 
provision  for  <  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union.'    But  I  sincerely  hope  that  your  licentious 
doctrines  will  never  have  the  effect  of  misleading  the 
State  authorities  so  far  as  to  render  this  terrible  resort 
unavoidable.    I  trust  the  Farewell  Address  of  Washing- 
ton, admonishing  his  fellow  citizens  to  *  frown  indignantly' 
upon  those  who  preach  up  doctrines  tending  to  disunion, 
is  not  yet  forgotten." 

Sir,  I  ardently  concur  in  the  hope  herein  expressed, 
that  such  "licentious  doctrines"  will  never  mislead  any  of 
"  the  State  authorities,"  so  far  as  to  render  it  necessary 
<*  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,"  especially  I  hope  that  South  Carolina,  in  the 
present  juncture,  will  not  be  guilty  of  that  <*  climax  of 
political  heresy,"  "which  resolves  the  Government  at 
once  into  the  elements  of  physical  force,  and  introduces 
U8  directly  into  a  scene  of  anarchy  and  blood  ;"  nor  do 
I  believe  that  she  will.  The  latest  intellie^ence  from  that 
quarter  indicates,  I  think,  a  more  favorable  disposition  on 
the  part  of  South  Carolina  to  abstain  from  revolutionary 
measures,  for  the  present  at  least.  The  ordinance,  it 
seems*  has  been  practically  postponed  until  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congfress.  We  have  hitherto  been  led  to  suppose 
that  the  ordinance  was  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State, 
beyond  the  control  even  of  the  legislative  power,  and  that 
it  must  of  necessity  be  enforced.  It  seems,  however, 
that  the  "  ides  of  March"  have  been  adjourned—"  the 
eclipse  is  postponed."  Now,  ifthere.be  authoritv  any 
where  to  postpone  this  "  fundamental  law  of  the  land"  for 
one  month,  or  one  day,  there  is  authority  to  postpone  it 
one  year,  or  indefinitely  {  and  I  trust,  sir,  that  South  Ca- 


rolina will  yet  ponder  upon  her  condition;  that  she  will 
weigh  well  the  consequences  of  the  step  she  is  about  to 
take .  This  day  has  been  set  apart  by  the  authority  of 
that  State,  as  a  day  of  humiliation  and  prayer  ;  and  even 
now,  while  I  speak.  South  Carolina  is  prostrate  before  the 
Ruler  of  nations  and  men,  seeking  light  and  wisdom  from  the 
fountai  n  of  all  light,  to  guide  her  footsteps.  For  one  day,  at 
least,  we  may  hope  she  feels  the  loneliness  of  her  condi- 
tion ;  she  acknowledges  that  the  strength  of  human  power 
is  but  weakness.  For  one  day,  at  least,  the  pride  of  her 
strength  is  humbled;  the  vaunting  of  her  chivalry,  the 
waving  of  her  pennons,  is  hushed.  May  we  not  hope  she 
will  rise  from  her  suppliant  attitude  with  subdued  and 
chastened  feelings,  and  return  again  to  the  sphere  of  her 
constitutional  duties,  and  to  the  embraces  ol  the  Union? 
But,  sir,  if  it  be  not  so ;  if  she  madly  throw  away  the 
glorious  inheritance  for  which  our  fathers  freely  gave  their 
blood  and  treasure  ;  if  the  constitution  and  liberty  of  this 
country  must  be  subverted  in  our  day,  we  shall  yet  not 
have  lived  in  vain;  we  shall  have  solved  the  great  problem; 
we  shall  have  taught  the  sad,  the  melancholy,  and  it 
may  be,  the  useful,  lesson  to  all  posterity,  and  to  the 
friends  of  rational  liberty  every  where,  that  mankind  are 
not  capable  of  self-government,  and  that  republican  insti- 
tutions are  not  susceptible  of  sufficient  strength  for  their 
own  preservation. 

Mr.  J  ARVIS,  of  Maine,  said  he  should  vote  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reducing  the  rates  of  duties  upon  teas, 
because  in  his  opinion  they  were  too  high  in  the  bill  as 
originally  reported;  and  he  should  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.HuirTiNe- 
TON,]  which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  duty  upon  teas 
and  coffee,  because  he  considered  it  as  the  test  question 
whether  the  revenue  should  be  raised  Indiscriminately 
upon  protected  and  unprotected  articles,  or  whether  an 
attempt  should  be  made  to  raise  it  upon  protected  articles 
alone.  I  shall  vote  against  it,  said  Mr.  J.,  in  this  view, 
because  I  have  no  inclination  to  endeavor  to  achieve  im- 
possibilities. Sir,  you  cannot  raise  a  revenue  from  pro- 
tected articles,  for  the  very  idea  of  protection  is  to  give 
the  domestic  manufacturer  the  possession  of  the  home 
market.  Nothing  short  of  this  is  protection,  and  the 
manufacturers  themselves  openly  avow  it.  A  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  largely  engaged  in  manufactures, 
[Mr.  AppLEToir,]  has  told  us  that  we  could  manufacture 
coarse  cottons  as  cheap  as  the  English;  nay,  more,  that 
our  cotton  manufactures  could  enter  into  successful  com- 
petition with  theirs  in  foreign  markets,  and  yet  he  will 
not  be  satisfied  with  any  duty  less  than  twenty-five  per 
cent.  My  colleague  [&Ir.  Evaks]  objects  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  duty  on  paper,  which  he  says  is  one  hundred 
and  eight  per  cent.,  though  he  tells  us  in  the  same  breath 
that  we  export  more  than  we  import!  What,  sir,  can  we 
export  cottons  and  paper?  Can  we  rival  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer in  the  foreign  market,  unaided  by  duties,  and 
burdened  with  shipping  charges,  with  freight,  insurance, 
and  commission,  and  can  .we  not  contend  with  him  in  our 
own  market,  where  he.  alone  is  to  bear  the  burden  of 
these  charges,  unless,  forsooth,  we  have  the  additional 
advantage  of  protective  duties  ranging  from  twenty-five 
to  one  hundred  and  eight  per  cent.  Sir,  I  place  implicit 
confidence  in  the  facts  asserted  by  those  gentlemen,  and 
the  only  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  them  is»^that  nothing 
less  than  the  monopoly  of  the  home  market  is  intended 
or  will  satisfy  them;  foreign  manufactures  must  be  ex- 
cluded. Now,  sir,  if  gentlemen  can,  by  any  ingenuity^ 
devise  a  plan  by  which  we  may  be  enabled  to  raise  a  reve- 
nue from  articles  which  it  is  their  design  to  exclude  from 
our  market,  I  will  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  It  would  indeed 
be  the  very  Utopia  of  taxation  to  make  goods  which 
never  came  into  the  country,  pay  all  the  expenses  of  our 
Government!    But,  sir,  this  cannot  be  done;  if  our  pro* 
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tective  system  should  succeed,  the  revenue  from  protect- 
ed articles  would  be  reduced  to  zeroj  and  the  necessity  of 
raising  a  revenue  requires  us  to  tax  unprotected  articles 
as  the  only  certain  source  of  it. 

It  is  not  my  indention  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  not- 
withstanding the  complaints  we  bear  from  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  say  nothing  to 
support  it.  Sir,  the  bill  speaks  for  itself.  It  is  a  bill,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  relieve  the  people  from  an  oppressive 
and  unnecessary  load  of  taxes;  to  lay  the  troubled  spirit 
of  the  South,  and  to  restore  that  harmony  to  the  confe- 
deracy which  every  well  wisher  to  the  republic  must  ar- 
dently desire.  It  may  not  be  perfect  in  its  details;  what 
bill  have  we  ever  framed  that  is  so?  But  I  will  undertake 
to  say,  that  it  will  compare  advantageously  with  any  reve- 
nue act  on  the  statute  book,  in  the  simplicity  of  its  de- 
tails, and  in  the  equality  of  its  operation.  It  may  not  suit 
any  gentleman  in  every  particular,  and  I  am  willing  to 
allow  that  I  think  it  might  be  improved  in  several  particu- 
lars. But  what  then?  If  we  are  not  to  pass  a  bill  until  it 
satisfies  every  member  of  this  body,  our  laws  will  be  but 
few.  Though  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  bill,  I  will 
TOte  for  it  cheerfully  in  its  present  form;  I  will  vote  for  it 
with  more  alacrity  if  any  valuable  amendment  should  be 
grafted  on  it;  but  I  will  not,  at  so  late  a  period,  delay 
its  progress  by  offering  any.  Permit  me  rather  to  meet 
some  objections  to  the  bill,  and  to  our  legislation  on  the 
subject. 

Sir,  it  is  denied  that  sufficient  revenue  will  be  raised  by 
this  bill,  and  it  is  objected  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
millions,  assumed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
as  the  amount  of  our  imports,  is  excessive.  Now,  the 
composition  of  this  committee  is  such  as  to  render  it  more 
than  probable,  that  in  reporting  this  bill  they  did  not  act 
without  due  caution,  and  we  have  a  right  to  presume  that 
every  facility,  and  aJl  the  information  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, were  at  their  command.  I  will,  therefore,  at  a 
venture,  adopt  the  conclusions  of  the  committee  respect* 
ing  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  produced  by  the  bill, 
conclusions  upon  which  their  reputation  for  sagacity  as 
financiers  is  at  stake,  rather  than  adopt  the  assertions  of 
those  upon  whom  no  responsibility  rests,  and  for  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  we  have  no  guarantee.  With  regard 
to  the  correctness  of  the  amount  of  imports  assumed  for 
the  basis  of  this  bill  every  gentleman  must  judge  for  him- 
self. For  my  own  part,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is 
not  too  large.  In  political  economy  two  and  two  do  not 
always  make  four.  The  reduction  of  duty  is  not  neces- 
sarily attended  with  a  corresponding  reduction  of  revenue, 
for  the  reduction  of  revenue  will  probably  be  checked  in 
some  degree  by  increased  importations.  The  operation 
of  high  duties  in  decreasing  importations,  and  also  in 
diminishing  revenue,  has  been  very  fully  exemplified  in 
the  history  of  our  own  legislation  upon  wines,  an  article 
not  produced  in  our  country.  In  1803  the  duties  upon 
various  qualities  of  wines  and  the  number  of  gallons  con- 
sumed, were  as  follows: 

Madeira  paid  a  duty  of  50  to  58  cents,  and  tlTe  consump- 
tion was,  236,544  gallons. 
Sherry  and  St.  Lucar,  40  639,960 
Port  and  Lisbon,          30                        275,234 
Fayal,                            28  624,856 
In  1828,  when  our  population  had  more  than  doubled, 
when  our  wealth  had  increased  in  still  greater  proportion, 
and  when  the  inroads  of  luxury  had  been  in  a  proportion 
as  g^eat  as*  the  two  former  combined,  what  was  the  state 
of  consumption  of  these  wines?    Had  it  kept  pace  with 
our  growth  in  population,  in  wealth,  or  luxury?    No  sir, 
for  the  purp(^es  of  revenue  we  had  increased  the  duties, 
and  the  consequence  was  as  follows.     In  this  year, 

Madeira  paid  a  duty  of  100  cents,  and  the  consumption 
was,  116,584  gallons. 


Sherry  and  St.  Lucar,  60  14,854 

Port  and  Lisbon,  50  i 98,279 

Fayal,  40  188,212 

In  1803,  under  the  operation  of  the  low  duties,  the 
amount  of  revenue  upon  these  wines  was  $645,566;  in 
1828,  under  the  high  duties,  the  amount  of  revenue  was 
only  $300,269. 

But,  sir,  an  examination  of  the  importation  of  wines, 
not  only  shows  the  effects  of  heavy  duties  in  checking 
consumption,  but  also  the  effect  of  light  duties  in  increas- 
ing it.  In  1803,  the  duty  on  inferior  qualities  of  wine 
was  twenty-three  cents  the  gallon,  and  the  consumption 
was  only  80,285  gallons;  in  1828,  the  duty  on  these  wines 
had  been  reduced  to  fifteen  cents,  and  the  consumption 
had  increased  to  2,345,485  gallons;  in  1831,  the  duty  on 
some  of  these  inf(^ior  wiiies  had  been  again  reduced  to 
ten  cents,  and  the  consumption  had  increased  to  2,856, 472 
gallons,  being  an  increase  of  twenty-two  per  cent,  in  tliree 
years. 

Another  objection  made  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  diminishes 
the  protection  to  home  manufactures,  to  which  we  are  told 
that  we  are  pledged.  Sir,  I  deny  the  pledge.  The  para- 
mount duty  of  the  Legislature  is  to  protect  the  whole 
against  any  predominant  portion;  it  has  no  right  to  enrich 
a  portion  at  the  expense  of  the  whole,  and  we  are  in  fact 
under  no  other  obligation  tha'h  an  agent,  who  had  assign- 
ed, without  authority,  the  property  of  his  principal.  But 
let  us  examine  a  little  further  this  matter  of  pledges.  We 
are  told  that  Massachusetts  has  been  forced  by  our  legis- 
lation, to  become  a  manufacturing  State.  Sir,  it  is  not  so. 
The  facts  are,  that  during  the  wars  which  desolated  the 
old  world  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  were  the  carriers  for  the  whole  of 
continental  Europe.  Upon  the  return  of  peace,  each 
nation  resumed  its  share  of  commerce,  and  we  were  un- 
der the  necessity  of  seeking  other  sources  of  employment 
for  the  capital  which  had  been  created  by  the  carrying 
trade,  and  which  was  now  crowded  out  of  it.  Hence, 
our  cities,  from  wood  and  brick,  were  turned  into  granite 
and  marble;  hence,  the  various  stupendous  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  by  individual  enterprize,  every 
where  visible;  hence,  too,  the  inception  of  manufactures 
of  all  kinds.  When  these  have  been  undertaken  without 
competent  skill  and  information,  and  have  been  prose- 
cuted without  due  regard  to  economy,  they  have  proved 
unsuccessful.  To  shfeld  themselves  from  the  ruinous 
effects  of  their  own  miscalculation  and  improvidence,  the 
manufacturers  assailed  Congress  with  supplications  to  in- 
crease the  tax  on  foreign  manufactures,  thereby  giving  a 
forced  and  artificial  value  to  their  commodities,  and  every 
'new  and  reluctant  grant  of  a  fresh  drain  upon  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  thus  extorted  by  their  clamorous  importu- 
nity, they  call  an  additional  pledge!  Sir,  it  b  the  pledge 
you  give  the  mendicants  of  alms  to-morrow  by  the  charity 
you  extend  to  him  to-day. 

If  we  look  into  our  legislation  before  all  other  conside- 
rations were  absorbed  in  president  making,  we  shall  find 
that  the  only  pledge  given  to  manufacturers  was  in  the 
year  1789,  at  the  very  beginning  of  our  Government,  by 
the  first  act  imposing  duties.  The  preamble  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "Whereas,  it  is  necessagr  for  the  support 
of  Government,  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  encouragement  and  protection  of 
manufactures,  that  'duties  be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  imported:  Be  it  enacted,  &c."  For  these 
combined  objects,  when  our  empty  treasury  was  to  be 
filled,  and  the  redemption  of  a  debt  which,  even  in  our 
present  prosperity,  would  be  considered  heavy,  was  to  be 
provided  for,  the  greatest  ad  valorem  duty  imposed  was 
one  of  fifteen  per  cent.;  while  on  ready  made  clothing, 
hats,  castings  of  iron,  paper,  paper-hangings,  gloves, 
saddles,  and  cabinet  wares,  all  of  which  were  then  grow- 
ing manufactures  in  this  country,  the  duty  was  only  seven 
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and  a  half  per  cent.  Yes^  sir,  incredible  as  it  may  seem, 
ready  made  clothing',  which  in  the  plethora  of  our  treasu- 
ry at  the  present  day,  we  are  required  to  protect  with 
fif\y  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  paper,  which  we  are  told 
most  be  protected  with  upwards  of  one  hundred  per  cent 
duty,  in  the  early  days  of  our  republic,  when  more  reve- 
nue wa&^equired  than  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  r^se 
by  imposts  alone,  were  chared  with  a  duty  of  only  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent.  This  act  was  revised  in  1790;  and 
from  the  preamble  of  the  act  then  passed,  we  may  fairly 
infer  that  it  was  not  tbe^  intention  of  Congress  to  do  any 
thing  more  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures;  for 
it  is  therein  expressl^jr  declared,  that  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,  rendered  it  necessary  to  increase  the  duties  laid  by 
the  former  act.  Mark  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  duties  are 
increased,  not  for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
but  solely  and  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
our  Government  and  paying  our  debts.  If  more  be  want- 
ing to  put  beyond  doubt  the  intention  of  the  legislature* 
we  shall  find  that  the  duties  on  that  class  of  articles,  now 
called  protected  articles,  were  either  left  untouched,  or 
else  increased  in  a  trifling  degree,  and  that  the  augmenta- 
tion of  revenue  was  sought  to  be  derived  from  increase 
of  duties  upoji  articles  which  we  could  never  expect  to 
produce.  For  instance,  ready  made  clothing,  hats,  boots 
and  shoes,  castings  of  iron,  soap,  candles,  cheese,  nails, 
are  among  the  articles  remaining  at  the  old  r^te  of  duty; 
while  the  duties  on  teas  were  raised  sixty  and  eighty  per 
cent.,  on  coffee  sixty  per  cent.,  and  on  wines  ninety-four 
and  one  hundred  per  cent.  In  the  year  1792,  more  re- 
venue being  wanted,  a  general  increase  of  dqties  took 
place;  but  still  there  is  np.  distinctive  character  of  protec- 
tion to  be  seen;  the  increase  is  equally  upon  protected 
and  unprotected  articles.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
act  of  1794,  and  of  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  prior 
to  the  war.  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  committee 
by  a  particular  investigation  of  them,  but  I  must  call  their 
attention  to  the  act  of  1804,  by  which  all  ad  yalorem 
duties  were  indiscriminately  increased>two  and  a  half  per 
cent.,  and  specific  duties  were  left  untouched;  thereby 
furnishing  ample  proof  that  protection,'  apart  from  re- 
venue, was  far  from  the  thoughts  of  the  legislators  of  that 
day. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  war,  all  duties  on  imports  were 
doubled,  and  though,  from  this  entire  absence  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  discrimination,  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  in 
his  senses,  to  suppose  that  these  duties  could  be  intended 
to  encourage  domestic  manufactures,  yet  Congress,  in  the 
act  itself,  gave  direct  warning  to  those  who  might  be 
tempted  to  engage  in  manufactures,  by  limiting  its  dura- 
tion to  the  term  of  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  peace. 
Upon  the  return  of  peace,  what  was  our  course  of  le- 
gislation.^   Did  we  cmer  encouragement  to  manufactu- 
rers;  did  we  levy  protecting  duties?    No,  sir!  Notwith- 
standing the  great  debt  which  had  been  accuftiulated, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  fiinds  to  pay  the  interest 
and  reduce  the  principal;  notwithstanding  the  entreaties 
of  the  manufacturers,  and  their  declarations,  that  reduc- 
tion of  duties  would  be  their  ruin.  Congress  persisted  in 
the  determination  of  reducing  the  duties  on  articles  which 
entered  into  competition  with  our  domestic  manufactures: 
and'not  only  so,  but  the  rate  of  reduction  was  greater  up- 
on many  of  the  protected  than  upon  many  of  the  unpro- 
tected articles.    For  instance,  the  duties  on  hammered  bar 
iron  experienced  a  reduction  of  fifty  per  cent. ;  on  wool- 
lens the  reduction  was  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent.; 
on  cottons,  excepting  on  those  falling  under  the  operation 
of  the  minimum,  the  reduction  was  idso  thirty-three  and  a 
third  per  cent.:  but  on  Champaigne  wine  there  was  even 
an  increase  of  duty;  on  Madeira  the  duty  remained  near- 
ly the  same;  on  Sherry  and  St.  Lucar  the  reduction  was 
only  twenty-five  per  cent.;  and  on  Port  and  Lisbon  only 


sixteen  and  two-thirds  per  cent.  ^On  Pimento  the  reduc* 
tion  was  only  twenty-five  percent. ;  on  Cassia  twenty-five 
per  cent. ;  and  on  Souchong  and  Hyson  skin  teas  only 
thirty  per  cent  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  to  be  evident 
that  the  great  object  of  the  tariff  of  1816  was  revenue,  not 
protection;  and  that  all  that  Congress  then  vouchsafed  to 
the  manufacturers  was,  to  break  their  fall  by  a  gradual 
reduction  of  duties.  The  eleemosynary  protection,  which,, 
since  that  period,  has  been  extorted  from  us  by  the  cla- 
morous importunity  of  the  manufacturers,  ought  not,  and 
cannot  be  distorted  into  a  pledge  to  contitiue  taxes  which 
are  not  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  Government,  ^ 
whose  operation  is  unequal,  and  whose  very  name  has  be- 
come hateful  to  many  of  these  confederated  States. 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  have  under- 
taken, sevenl  times  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  to  speak 
in  the  name  of  New  England.  It  is  in  no  spirit  of  unkind- 
ness  towards  them  that  I  object  to  this  on-  the^  part  of 
Maine.  Sir,  in  this  controversy  we  cannot  permit  Massa^ 
chusetts  to  speak  for  us,  for  she  speaks  not  our  senti- 
ments. Maine  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  opposed 
to  the  system  of  monopolies,  to  the  system  which  has 
brought  the  Union  into  jeopardy.  She  always  has  been, 
and  always  will  be,  ready  to  join  heart  and  hand  with  her 
brethren  of  the  South,  in  the  endeavor  to  bring  back  and 
to  keep  the  Federal  Government  within -its  undisputed 
constitutional  sphere  of  action,  to  reduce  our  revenue  to 
a  level  with  our  expenditure,  and  to  reduce  our  expendi- 
ture as  low  as  may  be  consistent  with  a  judicious  and  en- 
lightened economy.  Nor  is  Maine  alone  among  the  New 
England  States,  imbued  with  these  sentiments:  I  am  con- 
fident I  shall  not  be  gainsaid  when  I  assert  that  they  are 
reciprocated  by  New  Hampshire.  Two  of  the  six  New 
England  States,  containing  more  than  one-third  of  the 
population,  are  as  fixed  as  their  primitive  mountains 
against  the  protective  system. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Croats,] 
not  now  in  his  seat,  who,  I  believe,  was  the  third  from 
that  State  who  mingled  in  this  debate,  and  who  is  one  of 
the  few  to  whom  I  always  listen  with  pleasure,  however  I 
may  dissent  from  his  doctrine,  allows  that  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  reduced,  but  thinks  that  this  is  not  the  pro- 
per time.^  Sir,  this  is  the  invariable  language  whenever 
the  attempt  is  made  to  reform  abuses.  Let  it  pass  un- 
heeded! The  proper  day  to  do  good,  the  proper  ttoe  to 
abate  a  nuisance,  is  the  first  day,  the  earliest  moment  on 
which  it  can  be  done. 

But,  moreover,  we  ought  not  to  legislate  now  upon  this 
subject,  because  there  is  not  sufficient  time  for  it,  and  be- 
cause if  we  do  legislate,  we  shall  have  been  brought  to  it 
by  the  menaces  of  South  Carolina;  and  because  we  ought 
to  delay  tiie  consideration  until  the  long  session  of  the 
next  Congfress,  when  we  may  legislate  calmly,  dispassion- 
ately, and  without  fear. 

Permit  me  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to  each  of  these 
objections  to  present  legislation.  Sir,  wh^n  the  gentle- 
man says  that  we  lack  time,  he  prophesies  upon  velvet, 
for  the  fulfilment  rests  with  his  friends.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  iuppose  that  they  would  trifle  with  our  numbered 
hours.  But  if  they  should  endeavor  to  throw  every  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  the  fi*iends  of  this  biU,  by  refVising, 
so  far  as  their  votes  may  prevail,  to  pass  more  than  three 
hours  of  the  day  in  transacting  the  business  for  which  they 
were  sent  here,  making  each  day  a  holiday  when  there  is 
so  much  to  be  done,  and,  if  controlled,  then  using  the  va- 
rious petty  vexatious  modes  of  delay,  by  raising  questions 
of  order  where  none  exist;  by  moving  unnecessary  calls 
of  the  House;  by  asking  for  unnecessary  yeas  and  nays; 
by  talking  against  time,  and  making  ride  and  tie  spe^hes 
with  the  clerk  of  this  House,  the  member  speaking  until 
out  of  breath,  and  the  clerk  tiien  reading  some  document 
until  the  member  is  readv  to  mount  again— if  such  a*  i 
course  should  be  pursued,  it  needs  no  one  from  the  dead 
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to  tell  us  that,  were  we  to  sit  till  dog-days»  we  should  be 
no  nearer  the  completion  of  our  labors. 

Sir,  in  1828  and  in  1832,  we  consumed  four  or  five 
months,  nearly  the  amount  of  two  short  sessions,  in  the 
production  of  the  tarifT  bills  of  those  years.  Perhaps  the 
fimciful  comparison  of  them  to  Hercules,  which  was  made 
on  this  flour,  was  in  consequence  of  this  protracted  crea- 
tion. It  would  have  been  «  more  german  to  the  matter" 
to  term  the  one  a  harpy  and  the  other  a  vampyre.  There 
b  nothing  in  cither  to  render  it  a  Stvorite.  Were  they 
enacted  "calmly,  dispassionately,  and  without  fear?" 
Were  there  not  other  causes,  distinct  from  revenue  or 
protection,  operating  upon  and  controlling  their  provi- 
sions? The  bill  of  1832  gave  satisfaction  to  no  one;  but 
was  taken  as  Hobson's  choice.  My  vote  was  recorded 
against  it  because  I  would  not  be  instrumental  in  passing 
a  bill,  the  operation  of  which  was  to  relieve  the  rich  rather 
than  the  poor.  But,  bad  as  it  was  then  allowed  to  be,  we 
are  not  to  improve  it,  lest  our  action  should  be  attributed 
to  fear!  ,  Sir,  after  the  very  appropriate,  just,  and  elo- 
quent observations  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  upon  this  head,  it  is  my  intention  to  say 
but  this:  that  if  we  should  now  legislate  under  the  in- 
fluence of  fear,  the  fault  is  our  own,  and  we  must  endure 
the  penalty.  We  were  solemnly  warned  last  year  of  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  our  legislation;  we  were  told, 
more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,  that  the  South  would  not 
submit  to  it,  that  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  was  inevitable 
if  we  persisted!  But  the  boding  voice,  like  the  warnings 
of  the  Trojan  prophetess,  was  unheeded.  Sir,  I  fervent- 
ly pray  that  our  Ilium  may  not  rue  the  fatal  consequences 
of  this  delusion! 

But  how  will  delay  enable  us  to  act  more  calmly,  dis- 
passionately, and  fearlessly?  Do  gentlemen  imagine  that 
the  way  to  soothe  the  angry  feelings  of  the  South,  is  to 
ask  them  to  call  a^ain  to-morrow?  Do  they  think  that 
the  compUinants  will  urge  their  grievances  next  year, 
with  less  zeal,  or  in  a  milder  tone?  If  they  do,  they  labor 
under  a  fearful  and  &tal  delusion.  Sir,  the  murmurings 
created  by  your  injustice  and  oppression,  ag^gravated  by 
your  neglect,  will  swell  through  every  valley,  and  be  re- 
verberated from  mountain  to  mountain,  of  the  Southern 
^  States,  until  they  burst  upon  your  deliberations  with  the 
crash  of  a  thunderbolt! 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whose  own  interests 
render  him  the  peculiar  champion  of  the  manufiicturers, 
[Mr.  ArPLXToir,]  alluding  to  the  reduction  of  duties,  tells 
us  to  beware  how  we  make  the  Union  not  worth  preserv- 
ing. Is  it  come  to  this;  that  our  Union  is,  to  any  gentle- 
roan,  a  mere  matter  of  dollars  and  cents!  and  that  it  is 
not  worth  preserving,  unless  one  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity be  allowed  to  fleece  the  remainder!!  Sir,  I  had 
thought  that  our  Union  was  to  be  cherished  as  the  pidla^ 
dium  of  republican  institutions,  as  the  guardian  of  equal 
rights,  as  the  pattern  Government,  the  bright  exemplar  to 
all  others,  bringing  peace,  security,  competence,  and  hap- 
piness,  to  every  roof  in  our  country;  ana  whose  beneficial 
mfluences.were  as  gentle  and  refreshing  as  the  dew  of 
heaven,  which  fidls  unfelt  and  unseen,  but  which  fertilizes 
and  vivifies.  And  this  Government,  beloved  and  revered 
at  home,  respected  and  admired  abroad,  is  to  be  spumed 
if  we  will  not  g^nt  a  monopoly  to  manufacturers!  Sir,  I 
will  not  do  the  citizens  of  my  native  State  the  injustice  to 
believe  that  they  hold  thus  lightly  the  blesnngs  of  our 
constitution.  But  if  it  were  so»  I  would  endeavor,  even 
at  this  hazard,  to  restore  the  Government  to  a  healthy 
state  of  action,  and  prevent  our  hardy  yeomanry  from  be- 
ing frittered  into  manufacturing  operatives,  that  hybrid 
production,  betwixt  a  man  and  a  spmning-jenny. 

Sir,  the  work  of  ja^tice  which  we  have  in  hand  is  met 
by  pathetic  appeals  to  our  compassion.  We  are  asked 
whether  we  will  ruin  the  manufacturers?  Sir,  I  do  not 
believe  they  will  be  ruined.    By  their  own  showing  they 


caYinot  be  ruined;  for  tliey  insist  that  high  duties  have  re- 
duced the  prices,  and  that  low  duties  will  enhance  them. 
I  am  no  convert  to  this  part  of  their  doctrine,  but  I  will 
trust  to  them  when  they  announce  to  us  the  fact  that  they 
can  manufacture  as  cheaply  as  in  Europe;  and  I  muJt 
therefore  believe  that  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent.,  with  the 
additional  advantage  of  the  charges  of  importation,  will 
give  them  a  favorable  and  commanding  position  in  the 
home  market.  But  grant  thai  it  were  otherwise-,  gnnt 
that  ruin  to  the  few  individuals  who  have  vested  their 
capital  in  manufactures  were  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  still  we  should  not  hesitate, 
when  we  conader  the  probable  consequences,  in  another 
quarter,  of  our  refusing  to  pass  it. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  VrirTOir]  has  such 
affection  for  the  constitution,  that  he  would  have  all  our 
throats  cut,  one-half  the  population  of  the  United  Statea 
destroyed,  and  our  broad  rivers  roll  waves  of  blood  to  the 
ocean,  sooner  than  this  instrument  should  be  impaired. 
I  cannot  go  to  such  lengths.  Gold  may  be  bought  too 
dear.  Besides,  I  like  not  this  depleting  system.  I  doubt 
the  efficacy  of  this  Sangrado  specific  But  I  will  go  far  to 
maintain  our  Union,  upon  which  the  constitution  depends, 
and  which,  I  believe,  is  equally  at  an  end,  whether  a  State 
be  permitted  to  leave  it  voluntarily,  or  be  forcibly  com- 
pdled  to  remain  a  member  of  it.  I  therefore  trust  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio^  though  I  cannot  keep  pace 
with  him,  will  not  only  .bcAr  with  me,  but  approve  me 
when  I  say,  better,  fitr  better,  that  every  one  of  these 
bloated  manufacturing  establishments  should  be  ruined, 
from  roof  tree  to  foundation>stone,  than  that  the  fair  fabric 
of  our  Union,  purchased  by  the  valor  of  heroes  and  the 
wisdom  of  sages,  should  be  suffered  to  crumble,  and  its 
ruins,  scatter^  along  the  waste  of  time,  to  remain  moum- 
fVil  monuments,  to  aner  after  ages,  of  the  delusive  day- 
dreams of  the  generation  that  has  just  passed  away,  m 
supposing  that  man  was  capable  of  self-government,  and 
of  the  madness  of  the  present  generation,  in  thus  sacri- 
legiously destroying  the  glorious  inheritance  derived  from 
their  forefathers. 

Mr.  J.  having  concluded,  about  5  o'clock, 

Mr.  HOWARD  offered  an  amendment,  to  make  the 
duty  on  coffee  commence  on  the  3d  September,  1833, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  occurring  on  Mr.  HvmriiroTOir's 
amendment,  which  went  to  strike  out  the  3l8t  and  32d 
sections  of  the  bill  containing  the  duties  on  coffee  and  tea. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Teas  69,  nays  64. 

So  the  amendment  was  u^ed  to,  and  the  duties  on 
coffee  and  tea  striken  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  then  moved  an  amendment,  the  general 
effect  of  which  was  to  make  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  wool,  on  blankets,  on  carpets,  flannels,  &c.  and  on 
manufactures  of  cotton,  more  gradual  than  was  proposed 
in  the  bill. 

On  this  motion  the  committee  reset  Teas  77,  nays  44. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  Fxbbuabt  1. 

MASSACHUSETTS  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  WILDE,  of  Georgia,  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  luid  received  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  morn- 
ing, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  that  when  the  hour  allotted  to  the 
consideration  of  resolutions  had  elapsed  yesterday,  he 
had  apprised  the  House  that  he  had  but  a  few  more 
words  to  say;  and  he  should  now  detain  them  but  a  few 
minutes. 
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He  had  sud  that  he  considered  the  motion  made  hy 
the  gentleman  from  Geoi«ia,  for  a  reconnderation  of 
the  vote  of  the  House  hy  which  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Leg^islature  of  Massachusetts  had  been  received  and  re- 
ferred, as  an  insult  on  that  State.  He  would  wish»  on 
reflection,  to  modify  that  observation^  and  to  say  that  if 
the  House  should  sanction  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  he  should  connder  such  an  act  on  the  part 
of  the  House  as  an  insult  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
For,  although  such  a  motion,  under  such  circumstances, 
might  properly  be  considered  as  in  itself  an  insult,  yet 
he  did  not  believe  that  it  was  so  intended  by  the  gentle- 
man who  made  it.  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  had  been  person- 
ally acquainted  with  that  gentleman  for  several  years,  and 
it  was  but  doing  him  justice  to  say — and  Mr.  A.  said  it 
the  more  readily  because  it  was  said  in  his  absence — that 
neither  in  that  House,  nor  out  of  it,  did  there  breathe  a 
more  accomplished  gentleman.  Mr.  A.  believed  him  in- 
capable of  msulting,  he  would  not  say  a  State  of  this 
Union,  but  any  human  being.  The  intercourse  which  Mr. 
A.  had  had  with  him  had  not  onlv  been  that  of  courtesy 
and  of  kindness,  but  that  of  friendship:  and  he  was  as  far 
from  saying  willingly  any  thing  to  hurt  the  feelings  of  that 
gentleman,  as  he  knew  the  gentleman  himself  to  be 
averse  from  injuring  his.  The  House  knew  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  to  be  in  a  peculiar  degree  sensitive  to 
any  thing  which  in  his  own  apprehension  went  to  afiect 
his  honor:  and  this  may  have  induced  him,  in  a  moment  of 
excited  feelinr,  and  under  the  impression  that  in  the  pa- 
per which  hadf  been  received  by  the  House  hfs  own  sin- 
cerity had  been  impeached,  to  offer  his  motion  for  recon- 
sideration, and  to  sav  what  he  would  now  wish  he  had  not 
said.  Were  it  not  for  the  conviction  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
A.  that  this  sensibility  to  his  own  eood  name  was  the  im- 
pulse under  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  made 
this  motion,  he  should  still  consider  it  as  an  insult  to  Mas- 
sachusetts. He  should  so  consider  it  for  the  reasons 
alleged  by  his  colleagtie,  [Mr.  Evskbtt,]  because,  what- 
ever force  there  might  be  in  the  expressions  used  in  the 
report  made  to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  they  were 
far  more  mild  than  those  employed  by  the  Legislatures  of 
other  States  in  speaking  of  that  House  and  its  acts,  and 
particularly  by  that  of  the  gentleman's  own  State.  An 
order  to  exclude  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  could  be  fqunded  only  as  considering  the 
State  Legislatures  as  divided  into  two  classes,  one  of 
which  was  at  liberty  to  insult  with  impunity,  not  merely 
an  individual,  but  the  whole  Government,  while  the  other 
might  not  utter  the  least  reflection  on  one  of  the  commit- 
tees, or  one  of  those  who  composed  them. 

What  Mr.  A.  had  further  to  sav  in  opposition  to  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  was  this:  The  report  of  the 
joint  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  said 
that  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  -this  House,  thoug^i  it  professed  to  have  for  its 
end  a  reduction  of  the  revenue,  would  not  effect  that  ob- 
ject; and  that  those  who  reported  it  could  not  but  have 
known  that  such  would  be  its  operation.  The  words 
which  have  given  offence  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
are  these:  <*If  it  be  the  object  of  the  bill  to  reduce  the 
revenue,  why  does  it  restore  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee? 
Are  the  framers  of  the  bill  ignorant  of  the  known  and 
familiar  fact,  that  a  diminution  of  the  duties  on  imported 
^oodsy  by  increasing  the  importation  generally,  increases 
the  aggregate  receipts?  The  effect  of  the  bill,  should  it 
become  a  law,  would  probably  be,  as  your  committee 
have  already  remarked,  not  to  diminish,  but  to  increase 
the  receipts  into  -the  Treasury.  The  framers  of  it  cannot 
be  ignorant  of  this;  and  the  real  object  in  proposing  it 
muat  therefore  of  necessity  be  different  from  the  profess- 
ed and  ostensible  one." 

Xhb,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  the  imputation.   And  now,  af^er 
all  the  arguments  be  had  heard  in  that  House  upon  this 


subject  he<did  deliberately  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  increase,  instead  of  dirain* 
ishing  the  revenue  of  the  country .  That  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill  were  aware  that  such  was  the  fact,  was 
to  be  presumed;  because  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  they 
understood  the  subject  with  which  they  had  been  special- 
ly charged,  and  upon  which  they  had  reported  the  bill. 
It  could  be  demonstrated,  by  figures,  that  this  would 
be  its  result.  That  opinion  Mr.  A.  had  expressed  at  an 
early  period  of  the  present  debate,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  it;  and  he  had  called  upon  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [llr.  VxapiAircK]  to 
show  how  the  bill  would  reduce  the  revenue.  And  what 
had  been  the  gentleman's  answer?  Mr.  A.  had  the  gen- 
tleman's speech,  as  reported  in  the  Telegraph,  and  its 
whole  argument,  so  far  as  it  contained  argument  on 
this  point,  went  to  show  that  the  bill  would  auement  the 
revenue.  What  did  it  say  ?  It  assumed,  first,  that  by  the 
reduction  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars  from  the 
present  revenue,  the  consumers,  who  now  pay  it,  would 
have  a  sum  equal  to  that  amount,  to  increase  the  exports 
of  the  country,  which  would  of  course  increase  the 
amount  of  exports  in  a  corresponding  degree.  It  then  adds 
that  the  reduction  of  sevenu  almost  prohibitory  duties 
will  also  promote  an  increased  importation.  It  proceeds: 
<*all  these  causes,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will  raise  the 
average  annual  importation  for  several  successive  years 
hereafter  to  the  amount,  and  perhaps  above  the  amount, 
assumed  by  the  committee.  But  it  does  not  therefore 
follow  that  this  increase  will  be  excessive  and  enormous, 
or  will  swell  up  to  an  indefinite  extent." 

Now,  it  had  not  been  said,  either  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  or  by  himself,  that  the  bill  would  increase 
the  revenue  *<to  an  indefinite  extent."  No  such  thing 
had  been  contended  for.  But  he  thought  it  had  been 
pretty  well  proved  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Applxtok]  that 
the  bill  would  increase  it  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
But  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  gone  into  detailed  statements  upon  the  effect  of  the 
proposed  bill  upon  the  revenue  to  be  raised  on  several 
of  the  most  important  articles  of  importation;  and  his 
conclusions  upon  every  article  that  he  had  specified  were» 
that  the  receipts  in  the  trea^sury  wduld,  under  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill,  either  be  increased,  or  at  least  not  di- 
minished, from  those  which  would  be  received  under  the 
act  of  the  last  session,  which  he  proposes  to  repeal.  He 
began  with  the  prominent  article  of  iron,  which  he  had 
divided  into  three  classes,  and  he  concluded  by  acknow- 
ledging that  « the  treasury  would  g^in  something  by  a 
diminished  daty  on  one  kind  of  iron,  while  it  would  lose 
by  a  diminution  on  the  best  and  worst  sorts." 

After  going  on  in.  his  argument  about  iron,  to  what 
conclusion  did  he  come?  The  next  article  was  cotton: 
here  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
went  into  a  similar  detail,  and  arrived  at  a  similar  conclu- 
sion. He  again  divided  the  cotton  manufactured  articles 
into  three  chsses;  and  these  are  the  words  with  which  he 
closed  his  argument  upon  that  specified  article: — "The 
main  operation  of  the  proposed  change  (said  he)  will  be 
the  admitting  certain  cotton  goods  between  the  two  classes 
I  have  mentioned.  The  revenue  then  from  cotton  goods, 
I  believe,  will  stand  pretty  much  as  at  present." 

Pretty  much  as  at  present! 

But  in  respect  to  spirits  he  had  expressly  admitted  that 
there  would  be  a  considerable  increase.  I'he  gentleman, 
he  observed,  said  nothing  on  the  subject  of  tea  and  coffee, 
nor  on  the  increased  duty  on  silks.  Yet  fhe  duties  im- 
posed by  the  bill  on  these  articles  alone  would  bring  not 
less,  probably  much  more,  than  a  million  of  dollars  an- 
nually into  the  treasury.  The  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  itself  admits  that  at  a  scanty  estimate 
they  will  yield  upwards  of  a  million.  Such  had  been  the 
conclusions  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
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and  Means  himself,  in  his  own  argument,  to  sastain  his 
own  hill,  and  they  all  went  to  prove  that  its  result  would 
he  to  increase,  and  not  to  diminish  the  revenue.  And 
these  conclusions  had  heen  exceedingly  fortified  in  his 
(Mr.  A's)  mind;  by  an  argument,  ana  especially  by  an 
experimental  illustration,  which  he  had  heard  yesterday 
stated  by  a  gentleman  who  had  used  it  as  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  bill.  He  had  heard  with  pleasure  an  argu- 
ment from  the.^entleman  from  Maine,  on  his  right,  [Mr. 
Jabvis,]  and  with  no  less  pleasure  an  ag^ment  from  ano- 
ther gentleman  from  Maine,  upon  his  left,  [Mr.  Evxirs,] 

[Here  the  CHAIR  interposed,  and  reminded  Mr.  A. 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  reply  in  the  House  to  argu- 
ments advanced  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.] 

Mr.  A.  said,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  answer  the  ar- 
gument he  had  referred  to,  but  to  confirm  the  statements 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  used  it. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  to.  refer  to  argu- 
ments in  committee. 

Well,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.,  I  will  confine  myself  entirely 
within  the  rules  of  order  of  the  House.  I  say,  then,  that 
I  heard  yesterday  an  argument  somewhere;  the  House 
knows  where,  and  by  whom  it  was  used,  or -you  may  sup- 
pose, if  you  please,  that  I  read  it  in  a  newspaper;  but  this 
argument  was  illustrated  by  an  examination  into  the  ef- 
fect of  the  reduction  of  duties  upon  wines.  Here  there 
were  actual  data  drawn  frtm  the  treasury  returns  at  dif- 
ferent times  during  a'succession  of  years.  These  returns 
showed  what  was  the  effect  of  high  duties,  and  what  was 
the  result  of  a  reduction  of  them  to  one-half  their  former 
amount;  from  which  a  most  forcible  and  corfvincing  argu- 
ment resulted  to  prove  that  the  operation  of  the  present 
bill  would  be  to  mcrease  the  revenue.  When  the  wine 
duty  had  been  reduced  by  one-half,  the  receipts  on  that 
article  were  doubled.  The  ^me  result  ran  through  a 
long  detail,  the  duties  upon  different  wines,  as  imporfed 
at  aifferent  rates  of  duty,  and  the  result  was  invariably 
the  same.  When  the  duties  upon  Madeira  wine  had  been 
a  dollar  a  gallon,  they  had  yielded  to  the  treasury,  I  think, 
about  150,000  dollars;  when  reduced  to  half  a  dollar,  the^ 
had  yielded  nearly  or  quite  double  that  amount.  So  it 
was  with  sherry,  with  port,  and  with  eveiy  other  species 
of  wine  imported  in  considerable  quantities.  In  every 
single  instance  adduced,  it  was  shown  that  a  reduction  of 
the.  duty  had  been  followed  by  an  increase  of  the  revenue 
collected  upon  the  article.  Mr.  A.  said  he  wished  he  had 
the  statement  now  before  him,  for,  from  what  had  taken 
place  in  relation  to  wines,  there  was  the  proof  of  expe- 
rience to  show  what  must  happen  in  reference  to  wool- 
lens, to  cottons,  to  iron,  to  spirits,  and,  in  short,  to  every 
article  the  duties  on  whi^h  it  was  proposed  to  reduce. 
What  would  then  be  the  result  of  passing  the  bill  ?  Why, 
that  the  same  taxation — ^the  same  terrible  taxation — 
the  insupportable  burden  of  taxation,  would  remain  on 
the  people  without  diminution;  and,  according  to  the 
argument  of  some  gentlemen,  all  of  it  would  come  from 
the  South;  whether  high  duties  or  low  duties,  the  South 
paid  all. 

Mr.  A.  did  not  desire  to  join  in  any  imputation,  in 
these  remarks,  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
as  having  understood  what  the  effect  of  their  own  bill 
would  be.  He  did  not  charge  any  siidi  thing  upon  them. 
But  he  called  upon  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  [Mr. 
Vbbplakck,]  upon  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
WiiDK,]  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk,] 
and  above  all,  upon  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  GiLMORs,]  whose  opinions,  unfortunately  for  the 
opponents  of  the  bill,  had  undergfone,  since  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congfress,  so  great  a  variation— he  called  upon 
them  all  to  produce  any  evidence  to  show,  that  the  bill 
would  not  operate  to  increase  the  revenue;  and  he  would 
say  that  such  proof,  when  produced,  would  be  an  infi- 
nitely better  aniwer  tp  the  supposed  imputation  upon  the 


committee  as  having  understood  their  own  hill,  than  kick- 
ing out  of  doors  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER,  of  Virginia,  said  be  could  have 
wished,  both  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  as  a  friend  ,to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Wilds,]  that  that  gentleman  had  suffered  the  lan- 
guage in  the  papers  from  Massachusetts  to  have  passed 
without  animadversion.  For  himself,  he  felt  none  of  the 
sensitiveness  of  his  friend.  Gentlemen  seemed  to  think  . 
that  the  committee  had  been  grossly  ignorant  as  to  what 
they  were  doing  when  they  were  reporting  the  hill;  and 
that  they  were  ignorant  as  to  what  the  precise  efifect  of  the 
bill  would  be,  he  would  not  deny,  because  no  man  could 
tell  beforehand,  with  any  precision,  the  results  of  a  mea- 
sure of  the  kind.  But  he  thought  the  charge  of  dissimu- 
lation lay  as  much  at  the  door  of  the  committee  of  the  last 
Congress,  who  had  reported  the  bill  to  reduce  the  reve- 
nue-at  that  time,  as  it  could  be  supposed  now  to  do  at  thst 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  All  they  could 
be  said  to  know  was,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  cer- 
tainty about  results  of  this  kind,  if  a  just  sense  of  pro- 
priety were  not  sufficient  to  restrain  gentlemen,  as  well 
out  of  the  House  as  in  it,  and  it  was  necessary  that  cer- 
tain members  of  the  House  should  set  themselves  up  as 
censors,  such  gentlemen,  it  was  probable,  could  find  little 
else  to  do  than  complain.  He  was  aware  that  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  House  the  committee  had  not  escaped  de-. 
nunciations,  and,  he  would  say,  obloquy,  of  the  strongest 
character.  Yet,  because  the  members  of  that  committee 
had  sat  silent,  and  endured  these  charges  with  patience, 
it  was  not  to  be  understood  that  they  admitted  all  that 
was  said  agfainst  them  to  be  either  true  or  just.  Some 
days  since,  a  member  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  DKifjcr] 
had  indulged  himself  in  a' wide  latitude  of  remark  as  to  the 
motives  and  character  of  the  committee,  and  had  gone  so- 
far  as  to  say  that,  as  far  as  the  article  of  iron  was  con- 
cerned, the  committee  must  have  acted  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  gentleman  from  Philadelphia.  That 
gentleman  could  not  suppose  either'  that  the  committee 
felt  there  was  any  truth  in  such  a  remark,  or  that  tJie  as- 
sertion would  be  believed  by  any  honorable  man  jn  that 
House.  The  gentleman  had  even  g^ne  farther,  and  had 
stated,  in  reference  to  another  article— [Here  the  CHAIR 
interposed,  and  reminded  Mr.  A.  that  it  was  out  of  order 
to  reply  in  the  House  to  remarks  made  in  committee.] 
Mr.  A.  went  on  to  say,  that  if  gentlemeh  would  confine 
themselves  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  they  would  there  find  on  what  principles  the  bill 
had  been  founded.  The  question  had  been  referred  to 
them  in  conformity  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, how  far  it  was  practicable  and  expedient  to  reduce 
the  existing  amount  of  revenue,  and  whether  ten  or  twelve 
millions  of  dollars  of  unnecessary  duties  might  not  with 
advantage  be  taken  off.  This  was  the  consideration  pre- 
sented to  the  committee;  and  it  was  for  this  end,  and  not 
in  consequence  of  the  attitude  of  South  Carolina,  although 
that  subject  was  not  excluded  from  their  view,  that  the  biU 
had  been  reported.  Gentlemen  should  not  deceive  them- 
selves with  the  belief  that,  because  the  members  of  the 
committee  had  been  ^Icnt,  and  had  given  no  answer  to 
the  taunts  and  the  rebukes  heaped  upon  them,  they  were 
therefor^  acting  under  the  influence  of  fear.  It  was  not 
a  sense  of  fear  that  had  actuated  them,  but  a  sense  of  the 
awful  responsibility  of  their  situation,  and  a  sense  of  what 
was  due  to  propriety.  He  begged  that  gentlemen  would 
not  divert  the  public  attention  from  what  was  the  real 
question  before  the  House,  which  was,  whether  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  would  submit  to  a  taxation  often 
or  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  from  which  they  might  with- 
out injury  be  relieved,  and  not  how  South  Carolina  was 
to  be  conciliated. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  that  lie  must  offer  a  few  words  in 
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explanation  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  should  be  com- 

f>elled  to  give  his  vote  different  from  that  wbach  his  col- 
eague  [Mr.  Wili»k]  would  probably  desire.  It  was  of- 
ten the  painful  lot  of  gentlemen  in  that  House  to  vote, 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  in  a  manner  very  different  from 
what  they  could  wish.  Such  was  his  own  situation  at  thb 
moment. 

He  was  disposed  to  sustain  every  motion  his  colleague 
might  make.  But  when  he  was  asked  to  reconnder  a 
vote  by  which  a  paper  from  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union 
had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  (he  cared  not  how  the  paper 
had  been  introduced,  whether  it  were  a  memorial  ad- 
dressed to  the  House,  or  a  resolution  in  the  form  of  in- 
structions,^ and  thereby  to  say  that  the  paper  should  not 
be  heard,  because  it  contained  an  imputation  on  some  of 
the  members  of  that  House,  he  must  refuse  bis  assent. 
He  thought  that  his  colleague  had  been  betrayed,  by  the 
amiable  sensibility  of  his  nature,  into  a  misUke  of  the  true 
ground  which  he  ought  to  occupy.  Mr.  W.  did  not  con- 
sider the  language  objected  to  as  being  offensive,  because 
the  charge  made  was  mere  matter  of  inference  and  argii- 
ment,  and  was  to  be  viewed  only  as  a  strong  expression  of 
what  the  Le^slature  of  a  State  understood  as  the  tr*e 
,  view  of  a  subject  before  Congress.  When  the  whole  Le- 
gislature was  treated  in  a  disrespectful  manner  in  any 
document  presented  to  it,  that  might  be  good  reason  for 
refusing  such  a  paper,  or  to  act  upon  It.  But  no  such 
fastidious  sense  of  dignity  was  indulged  when  reflections 
were  made  on  a  committee  of  the  House.  Nor  need  his 
colleague  to  be  so  deeply  wounded  under  the  idea  that  the 
House,  by  receiving  and  referring  this  paper  had  at  all 
sanctioned  any  thing  that  it  contoined.  This  was  far  from 
being  the  case. 

Two  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  bad  seen  fit 
to  resort  to  the  example  of  Gieorgia  as  a  vindication  of 
what  the  State  of  Massachusetts  had  done.  Mr.  W.  felt 
gratified  that  the  gentlemen  had  g^ne  so  hx  south.  And 
if  it  was  true  that  Georgia  had  at  all  times  approached 
that  House  in  language  somewhat  grating  to  ears  po- 
lite, still  the  result  of  her  conduct  showed  that  she  was 
right  in  principle.  And  he  would  assure  those  gentle- 
men, that  whenever  Massachusetts  should  deem  her  rights 
Xo  be  outraged,  and  should  resolve  to  resist,  as  Georgia 
had  done,  she  would  find  the  people  of  Georgia  rallying 
round  her  with  a  feeling  of  peculiar  regard,  as  that  State 
which  had  first  rocked  the  cradle  of  our  infant  indepen- 
dence. Mr.  W.  would  not  consent  to  set  a  precedent, 
the  inference  from  which  might  be,  that  sovereign  States, 
in  addressing  the  General  Government,  should  have  their 
language  measured  by  the  rules  of  politeness,  or  even  de- 
cency.^ For,  should  their  language  even  be  wanting  in  de- 
cency itself,  Ite  would  still  be  for  receiving  it,  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  it  was^he  language  of  a  sovereign.  When  the 
JLegislature  of  a  State  transg^ressed  in  its  public  acts  the 
limits  of  propriety,  the  members  of  that  Legislature 
were  responsible  to  their  constituents  at  home,  and  not  to 
Congress. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  of  Georgia,  said  he  wished  to  offer  a 
few  reasons  why  he  could  not  vote  for  the  motion  of  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Wildb.]  In  some  of  my  views,  swd  he, 
I  have  4>een  anticipated  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Watwe] 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  On  the  ground  that  they  im- 
pugn the  motives  of  a  committee  of  this  body,  the  motion 
is  made  to  reconsider  a  vote  which  autiiorized  the  print- 
ing of  certain  resolutions  sent  here  from  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  and  which  directed  their  consideration 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
1  have  two  reasons  for  sustaining  this  course  of  the  House; 
one  is,  these  resolntions  come  from  a  sovereign  State;  and 
the  other  is,  they  go  to  support  thos?  doctrines  which  wc 
of  the  South  have  been  so  long  contending  for,  that  of 
State  interposition,  as  I  will  presently  show.    I  go  the  full 
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amount,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  State  sovereia^nties,  and 
that  they  have  tke  right  to  speak  to  us  just  as  they  please, 
and  we  have  no  other  right  out  to  stand  and  take  it.  Of- 
fensive as  may  be  considered  the  style,  they  are  our  mas* 
ters,  we  are  their  creatures,  and  in  whatever  language 
they  may  choose  to  address  us,  we  are  not  only  compelled 
to  listen  to  it,  but  I  will  go  further,  we  are  bound  to 
submit  to  it;  for  if  we  do  not  here,  there  is  a  place 
where  they  can  bring  us  up  to  such  an  account  as  will 
very  readily  satisfy  us  of  their  power.  This  is  not  very 
welcome  doctrine  about  this  time,  but  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  objected  tb  by  the  State  whose  voice  it  seems  to  be  so 
desirable  should  be  heard  on  the  present  occasion.  If  she 
has  no  authority  here,  she  has  no  right  to  speak,  and  if 
she  has  the  right  to  speak,  it  must  be  to  some  purfioae. 
Now,  these  resolutions  come  from  a.  sovereign  State,  in  its 
State  capacity;  and  what  one  State  can  do,  all  can;  un- 
less, indeed,  there  is  a  difference  between  Northern  and 
Southern  States,  lliese  positions  being  established,  let 
us  see  in  what  manner  the  sovereign  State  of  Massachu- 
setts has  thought  proper  to  address  us.  It  must  be  recol- 
lected that  she  is  very  much  displeased  with  the  course  of 
South  Carolina,  thinks  it  verv  daring  and  undutiful,  and 
must  not  be  tolerated,  and  then  most  bitterly  complains 
that  Congren  is  g^ng  to  repeal  the  tariff  laws  to  gratify 
that  State.  Afler  complainmg  of  the  conduct  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  for  reporting  the  bill  now  be- 
fore Cong^ss,  they  say  it  "  amounts  to  a  proposal  to  sur- 
render the  rights  and  interests  of  the  whole  people  to  the 
menaces  of  a  single  State,  and  the  passage  of  it  into  a  law 
would  seriously  compromise  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
Government"  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  one  would  suppose 
that  a  State,  speaking  in  such  sensitive,  terms  of  the  {^eat 
impropriety  of  this  august  body's  acting  under  the  influ- 
ence of  threats,  would  hardly  have  been  guilty,  in  almost 
the  next  breath,  of  a  similar  rudeness!  But  listen,  sir,  to 
the  following  resolution  contuned  in  the  modest  document 
on  your  table: 

"Besolved^  That,  whilst  the  people  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  of  fraternal  con- 
ciliation, [God  help  such  fraternity!]  are  ready  at  all  times 
to  submit  to  such  reasonable  changes  of  national  policy 
as  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  whole  country  shall 
require  for  the  common  g^ood,  they  aro  not  bound  si- 
lently to  acquiesce  in  destructive  revolutions  in  principle 
and  policy,  effected  by  threats  of  violence  through  the 
forms,  but  in  contempt  of  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  con- 
stitution." 

Not  bound!  What  do  they  mean  by  that>  Not  bound 
silently  to  acquiesce!  Do  they  claim  this  right  under  a 
case  o'f  «•  destructive  revolution  of  principle,"  and  deny 
it  to  other  members  of  this  Unien'  Are  other  members 
of  this  Union  prevented  from  acquiescing  in  destructive 
revolutions  of  principles,  and  Massachusetts  alone  entitled 
to  that  privilege?  A  gentleman  before  roe,  from  that 
State,  says  she  only  means  a  mero  resolve  to  that  effect; 
she  does  not  mean,  I  suppose,  by  that,  to  carry  the  mat- 
ter any  further.  Why,  sir,  this  is  absolutely  worse. 
What!  resolve,  and  not  carry  the  matter  into  execution? 
Is  it  to  play  the  part  of  a  blustering,  mean  bragadocio;  to 
frighten  us  by  tnreats.  Who  resolves,  that  is  honest  or 
brave,  that  does  not  mtend  to  stand  or  fall  by  that  resolve? 
No,  no,  sir!  I  cannot  t)iink  so  badly  of  old  Massechusetts. 
Depend  upon  it  she  intends  to  do  what  she  resolves,  and, 
what  is  better,  she  has  the  right  to  do  it.  I  want  people 
to  take  what  belongs  to  them,  and  not  to  be  afraid  of  it; 
but  in  doin^  this  I  do  not  want  them  so  to  take  it  kB  to 
deprive  their  neighbors  of  the  same  right.  In  the  name 
of  all  that  is  just,  and  fair,  and  honest,  do  not  establish 
the  principle  that  all  the  States  north  of  Mason  and  Dix- 
on's line,  may  resolve  that  they  are  •*  not  bound  silently 
to  acquiesce  in  a  law  of  Congress,  when,  in  their  opinion^ 
it  effects  a  destructive  revolution  of  principle,"  and  deny 
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the  same  right  to  States  south  of  that  line!     Why  should 
it  be?    Is  it  because  they  are  free  States,  and  ours  are 
slave  States?    Is  it  because  on  one  side;  there  is  free  la- 
bor, and  on  the  other  it  is  slave  labor?    Is  this  to  be  the 
distinction  that  must  mark  the  difference  of  right  in  the 
matter?    I  have  beard  much  said  on  that  subject  in  this 
House,  and  great  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  morality  and 
justness  of  the  distinction  in  reference  to  other  matters, 
but  gentlemen  deceive  themselves,  grossly  deceive  them- 
selves, if  they  think  it  will  hold  iir  this  or  any  other  case. 
Whenever  you  believe  a  law  unconstitutional  and  oppres- 
sive, you  have  the  right  to  resolve  that  you  will  not  si- 
lently acquiesce  in  it;  nay,  more,  and  to  carry  that  resolve 
into  complete  effect;  and  I  assure  you,  we  of  the  South 
will  take  the  liberty  to  do  the  same  thing,  not  only  tacitly 
and  quietly,  but  forcibly  if  we  think  proper.     We  exer- 
cise no  rights  that  we  are  not  entirely  willing  that  you 
should,  and  we  mean  that  you  shall  not,  without  allowing 
us  the  same  privilege.    There  can  be  no  mistake  in  the 
object  of  the  resolution  I  have  read,  for  its  intention  was 
too  plainly  indicated  in  the  original  draft  of  resolutions 
reported  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts.     I  happen, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  had  a  sight  of  that  report,  and 
though  what  I  am  about  to  mention  is  not  now  found  in 
the  paper  I  hold  in  my  hand,  yet  it  was  there  when  first 
submitted,  and  was  to  this  effect,  that  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  bill  now  before  this  Congress  would  be  derogatory 
to  the  national  honor,  and  involving  such  a  gross  and  pal- 
pable abuse  of  the  power  of  the  Government,  as  would 
justify  the  States  and  citizens  aggrieved  by  it,  in  any  mea- 
sures they  may  think  proper  to  adopt,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  redress.     What  do  you  call  this,  Mr.  Speaker? 
A  gentleman  by  my  mde  says  it  is  nullification!     Yes,  sir, 
it  is  pure,  unadulterated  nullification !     And,  what  is  still 
better,  a  Mr.  Banks,  I  think  a  member  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature,  absolutely  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  report,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prepare  for  the  se- 
paration !     Now,  sir,  only  mark  how  that  sign  of  the  case 
being  altered,  alters  the  case:  Sq^ith  Carolina  shall  not 
nullify,  but  Massachusetts  may,  as  much  and  as  often  as 
she  pleases.     Sir,  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  State  l)«s 
determined  she  was  not  bound  to  acquiesce  in  the  laws  of 
the  General  Government.     She  resolved  that  the  treaty 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  relative  to 
the  northeastern  boundary,  in  which  the  State  of  Maine, 
and  perhaps  herself,  were  concerned,  sliould  not  be  bind- 
ing.    That  the  decision  of  the  umpire  on  that  occasion 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect.     I  see  the  gentleman 
shakes  his  head^  I  say  that  she  did  resolve  substantially  it 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect;  and  I  say  more,  she  was 
right  in  saying  so,  and  I  would  have  marched  from  Geor- 
gia-, in  principle,  to  have  borne  her  out  in  her  resolve;  for 
the  General  Government  had  no  right  to  cede  away  either 
the  territory  or  jurisdiction  of  a  State.    This  was  prevent- 
ed in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  I  hope  I  nevex:  shall  be  so 
inconsistent  or  unreasonable  as  to  claim  for  my  own  State, 
whatever  others  may  do,  what  l  would  not  willinely  yield 
to  another.     For  these  reasons  I  am  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  motion  of  my  colleague. 

Hesolutioru  of  MaBsaehuieHa, 

**  Besoivedt  That  the  adoption  of  the  said  line  so  recom- 
mended by  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  as  a  part  of  thfe 
northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  would  de- 
prive this  commonwealth  and  the  State  of  Maine  of  large 
tracts  of  territory,  which,  upon  any  imaginable  result  of 
such  survey  of  the  northern  and  esistern  boundaries,  as  is 
authorized  by  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  be- 
long, res])ectively,  in  sovereignty  and  property,  to  the 
said  State'  and  to  the  said  Commonwealth." 

«•  Reaohed,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  no  constitutional  right  to  cede  any  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory [the  oft  repeated  question  may  be  asked,  who  is  to 


judge  of  this  matter,  since  the  treaty-making  power  be- 
longs to  that  Government?  The  Federal  Court,  to  be 
sure,  according  to  the  modem  doctrine!]  of  the  States 
composing  the  Union,  to  any  foreign  power;  or  to  deprive 
the  State  of  any  land,  or  other  property,  without  the  con- 
sent of  such  State,  previously  obtuned,  of  the  States  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  jurisdiction  and  property,  belonging  respective- 
ly to  the  said  States,  and  secured  to  them  by  the  Federal 
constitution;  and  that  any  act  purporting  to  have  such 
effect,  would  be  wholly  null  and  void,  and  in  no  way  obli- 
gatory upon  the  Government  or  people  of  either  of  the 
said  States.'' 


The  foregoing  declaration  is  distinctly  repeated  in  an- 
other resolution  immediately  following  the  above.  The 
State  of  Maine  adopted  the  following  resolves  on  the 
same  subject : 

"Eesohedi  That  the  convention  of  September,  1827, 
tended  to  violate  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  impair  the  sovereign  rights  and  powers  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  and  that  Maine  is  not  bound  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  submit  to  the  decision  which  is  or  shaU  be  made 
under  the  convention. 

''  Mesolved,  In  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature  that  the 
decision  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  cannot  and  ought 
not  to  be  considered  as  obligatory  upon  ti)e  Government 
of  the  United  States,  either  upon  the  principles  of  right, 
justice,  or  honor. 

**Iiesolvid,  further,  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  that 
no  division  made  by  any  umpire  under  any  circumstances, 
if  the  decision  dismembers  a  State,  has,  or  can  have,  any 
constitutional  force  or  obligation  upon  the  State  thus  dis- 
membered, unless  the  State  adopt  and  sanction  the  de- 
cision ." 

Besides  the  purpose  for  which  the  resolutions  are  quot- 
ed, the  following  deductions  clearly  result:  both  States 
assert  their  sovereignty,  and  if  their  territory  and  jurisdic- 
tion cannot  be  parted  with  without  their  consent,  by  the 
General  Government,  then  that  Government  is  not  a  unit. 
If  the  Slates  have  sovereignty  enough  to  prevent  a  dis- 
memberment of  their  territory,  because  such  act  would  be 
unconstitutional,  then  they  have  it  for  any  other  unconsti- 
tutional act,  and  tlie  doctrine  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment acts  not  upon  tlie  States,  but  upon  the  people  indi- 
vidually, will  apply  as  strongly  to  the  one  case  as  the  other; 
so  that  every  citizen  in  a  State  (leaving  not  a  man  in  it 
whereby  it  would  be  completely  destroyed,)  might  be 
hung  for  treason,  as  well  for  attempting  to  prevent  the 
dismemberment  of  his  State  as  for  any  other  unconstitu- 
tional cause.  These  two  Stiites  have  judged  for  them- 
selves, and  adopted  their  own  mode  of  nullifying  a  law; 
and  unless  the  doctrine  in  the  celebrated  case  of  the  far- 
mer and  the  lawyer,  or  rather,  the  ox  and  the  bull,  be  ap- 
plied to  poor  South  Carolina  alone,  they  at  least  ought  to 
shut  their  mouths. 

Mr.  WICRLIFFE  was  anxious  to  bring  this  debate  to 
a  close,  and  proposed  that,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration  should  be.  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  should  not  have  said  a  word 
on  the  subject,  but  from  an  imperious  sense  of  duty.  And 
though  he  had  been  desirous  that  a  direct  vote  should  be 
taken,  he  was  willing,  as  a  concession  made  in  the  spirit 
of  harmony,  to  waive  his  jcall  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
consent  that  the  motion  should  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  if  no  gentleman  objected  the 
motion  would  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  objected. 

And  the  hour  allotted  to  resolutions  having  expired,  the 
subject  was  laid  over. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Watxe  in  the 
chair,  on 
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THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  queslion  which  oame  up  from  yesterday,  was  on 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Whits,  of  New  York. 

The  first  amendment  offered  by  him»  was  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  White's  amendment  went  to  make  the  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  raw  wool,  and  on  twist  and  yarn,  more  gra- 
dual, so  as  to  be  as  follows: 

35  per  cent,  until  2d  of  March,  1834. 
30      do.  do.  1835. 

25      do.  do.  1836. 

20      do,  thereafter  (a  permanent  duty.) 

Mr.  ROOT  said,  the  amendment  of  his  poUeague  pro* 
posed  to  extend  the  period  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty, 
and  leave  it  at  least  five  per  cent,  more  than  was  proposed 
by  the  bill.     By  the  act  of  the  last  session,  the  duty  on  un* 
manufactured  wool  was  fixed  at  four  per  cent,  per  pound 
specific,  and  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.     The  average 
cost  of  imported  wool  might  be  estimated  at  twenty  cents 
per  pound.     Upon  that  estimate  the  duty  would  be  twelve 
cents  per  pound,  or  sixty  per  cent.    The  duty  on  woollen 
manufactures  was  fixed  by  the  same  act  at  fifty  per  cent. 
He  proposed  that  the  reduction  of  duty  on  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and  the  manufactured  article,  should  be  made  now 
correspondent.     When  the  duty  on  woollens  was  thirty 
per  cent.,  the  duty  on  wool  should  be  forty  per  cent.  The 
reason  of  this  proportion  was  obvious.    Wool  was  the  pro- 
duce of  agriculture,  of  land  and  labor  combined.     The 
grand  staple  of  this  country  was  land,  it  was  our  cheapest 
and  most  abundant  article,  and  instead  of  it,  the  dearest  and 
scarcest  article,  labor,  should  be  encouraged.    It  was  the 
sound  policy  of  all  Governments  to  encourage  their  own, 
instead  of  exotic  productions.     In  Enghnd,  population 
was  more  abundant  than  land.       Labor  was,  therefore, 
cheap,  and  their  policy  was  to  protect  labor  and  to  en- 
courage the  demand  for  the  article  of  which  they  had  the 
greatest  supply.  They  encouraged  the  importation  of  raw 
materials  in  onler  to  give  employment  to  their  surplus  la- 
bor, which*could  not  be  directed  to  tilling  the  ground,  be- 
cause they  had  not  ground  to  till.     But  the  policy  which 
would  be  wise  for  England  was  not  adapted  to  our  situa- 
tion.    Here  labor  was  extravagant«y  high  in  proportion  to 
the  price  of  land.     Why  should  we  induce  the  importa- 
tion of  raw  materials  P  Are  there  not  vast  tracts  of  vacant 
land  for  the  employment  of  our  population?   Is  it  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  emigration  of  foreigners  to 
build  up  towns  under  our  protecting  policy,  and  to  fill  them 
with  inhabitants  who  would  rather  raise  the  union  flag  of 
Great  Britain,  than  the  star  spangled  banner^    If  there 
was  no  adequate  protection  upon  wool  the  boasted  Ameri- 
can system  becomes  an  European  system.     When  any  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  raise  the  duty  on  wool,  the  ma- 
nufacturers had  exclsdmed  that  we  were  ruining  their  bu- 
siness.    The  truth  is,  they  can  import  wool  without  duty 
cheaper  than  our  farmers  are  willing  to  raise  it,  because 
the  German  farmers,  to  say  nothing  of  Spanish  woo), 
which  is  raised  from  flocks  which  roam  almqst  entirely 
over  that  kingdom,  are  in  the  habit  of  being  satisfied  with 
more  scanty  earnings  than  our  free  and  independent  po- 
pulation.    In  this  bill  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  na- 
tion has  been  overlooked  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufac- 
turers.   Our  farmers  arc  to  be  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice  to 
allay  the  burning  avarice  of  the  manufacturers.     Indigo 
and  sumac,  productions  of  our  own  soil,  are  to  be  import- 
ed free  of  duty,  as  an  offering  to  the  manufacturing  inter- 
est.    To  avert  their  threats,  even  the  duty  of  three  cents 


forty  per  cent,  in  the  first  part  of  the  araendment.  The 
motion  was  lost;  Yeas  61,  nays  60,  the  Chaib  voting  in 
the  negative. 

The.  question  recurring  on  Mr.  White's  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  STEW  AWT,  in  which  he 
insisted  that  twenty-five  or  twenty  per  cent,  on  wool  was 
no  protection,  and  that  as  the  duty  was  merely  for  reve- 
nue, he  preferred  twenty  tp  twenty-five  per  cei^t: 

Mr.  BURGES  followed,  and  further  illustrated  the  same 
view.  ^ 

Mr.  ROOT  then  moved  another  amendment,  so  as  to 
insert  forty-five  per  cent.,  instead  of  fprty,  as  he  had  be- 
fore proposed  for  the  year  1834,  and  intimated,  in  answer 
to  an  inquiry  of  Mr.  Polk,  that  he  intended  to  follow 
this  motion,  if  it  prevailed,  by  moving  correspondent 
amendments  to  the  other  rates  of  duty  proposed  in  Mr. 
WniTa's  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  DAVIS  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Root,]  intended  to  follow  up  his  amend- 
ments by  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  woollens? 

Mr.  ROOT  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  the  bill  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty 
on  woollens  to  twenty  per  cent.)  he  proposes  to  increase 
the  duty  on  wool  to  forty<^ve  per  cent. 

Mr.  ROOT  said,  it  was  his  intention  to  fix  tbe  same  re- 
lative duty  on  wool  and  on  woollens  as  was  settled  by  the 
act  of  July  last.  The  duty  on  wool  bjii  tliis  bill  was  sixty 
per  cent,  and  on  woollens  fifty  per  cent; 

Mr.  J.  DAVIS  did  not  understand  on  what  authority  the 
gentleman  assumed  the  duty  on  wool,  under  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  to  be  sixty  per  cent.  During  the  debate  upon 
that  bill,  the  duty  was  stated  to  amount  to  little  more  than 
forty  per  cent. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  thought  his  colleague  was  mistaken  as 
to  the  average  90st  of  imported  wool.  He  held  in  his  hand 
a  document  from  the  Treasury,  showing  the  importations 
for  several  years^  Mr.  H.  stated  the  cost  of  three  and  a 
quarter  millions  of  pounds  imported  in  1831,  at  the  vari- 
ous places  whence  it  was  imported,  and  said  the  avierage 
was  thirty-three  and  four-tenth^  cents  per  pound. 

After  some  further  reqiarks  from  Mr.  Root,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  his  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and 
was  lost;  Yeas  18,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Writb,  so  as  to  restore  the  protective 
duty  of  the  act  of  last  year  on  wool,  viz.  four  eents  per 
pound,  and  forty  per  cent  ad  valorem;  which  was  agreed 
to:  Yeas  87,  nays  67. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Wbiti's  amend* 
ment,  as  thus  amended  by  Mr.  H.  Evxrstt, 

Mr.  POLK  warmly  remonstrated  against  its  adoption, 
as  going,  in  substance,  to  declare  that  the  House  would  do 
nothing  in  the  way  of  compromise,  but  would  insist  on 
retaining  the  protecting  duties  as  they  were  at  present  in 
force. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL'contended  that  the  wool  interest  had 
suflered  most  in  the  bill  of  last  session,  apd  ought  now  not 
to  be  forsaken. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  referred  to  great  speculations 
which  had  taken  place  in  wool,  and  to  competition  be- 
tween the  wool  gprowers  and  the  manufacturers,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  duty  being  raised  by  a  former  act.  If  the 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  he  should  consider  it  as  an 
indication  that  no  bill  wa^  to  pass,  and  that  we  were  to 
have  war  between  the  North  and  South. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY,  of  New  York,  now  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Evxbbtt,  so  as  to  limit  it  to  the 
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per  pound  on  cotton  was  to  be  given  up.     He  would  not  first  year,  and  then  to  decrease  the  duty  successively  by 
move  the  restoration  of  that  duty,  as  he  was  not  the  re-  one  cent  each  year,  in  the  specific  duty,  and  five  per  cent« 
presentative  of  cotton  growers.     But  the  principle  of  ssr  in  the  ad  volorem  duty,  as  follows:, 
crificing  the  agricultural  to  the  manufacturing  interest       4  cents  specific,  and  40  per.  cent  ad  valoreiQ,  until  2d 
went  through  the  whole   bill.     Mr.  R.  then  moved  to  of  March,  --.--,,        1834 

amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  thirty  ai^d  inserting      3  cents,  and  35  per  cent.       -        .        ,        .        1835 
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2  cents,  and  30  per  cent.       .        -        -        -        1836 
1  centi  and  25  per  cent,  thereafter,  (as  permanent 
duty.) 

This  amendment  was  carried:  Yeas  86,  nays  69. 
The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  ET»aBTT*B  amendment, 
as  amended  by  Mr.  Bxakdslst,  it  was  rejected:  Teas  72, 
nays  73. 

Mr.  Whitb's  first  amendment  was  then  adopted  with- 
out alteration;  leaving  the  duty  on  wool  at 

35  per  cent,  until  2d  of  March,  1834. 
30      do.  do.  1835. 

25      do.  do.  1836. 

20  thereafter,  (permanent.) 
The  question  was  next  put  on  Mr.  WaiTa's  second 
amendment,  which  was  to  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  and 
made  the  reduction  more  gradual,  as  follows: 
30  dollars  until  2d  of  March,  1834. 
25    do.  do.  1835. 

20    do.  do.  1836. 

And  then  15  permanent. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  yeas  66,  na^s  64. 
The  question  next  came  up  on  the  third  amendment, 
which  is  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 
*40  per  cent,  until  2d  of  March,  1834. 
^    35      do.  do.  1835. 

30      do.  do.  1836. 

25  thereafter  (permanent.) 

Mr.  STEWAHT  proposed  to  amend  this  amendment  so 
as  to  restore  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last  year,  leaving 
the  duty  fifty  per  cent. 

This  was  negfatived:  yeas  75,  nays  89. 

Mr.  WuiTs'a  amendment  was  then  agreed  to :  yeas  76, 
nays  73. 

Mr.  White's  next  amendment  was  in  the  eighth  and. 
ninth  sections  of  the  bill: 

Mr.  WHITE  proposed  to  strike  out  both  these  sections, 
and  insert  a  provision  laying  a  duty  on  cotton  goods  of 
30  per  cent,  till  2d  March  1834. 
25  do  1835. 

20  thereafter  (permanent.) 

Mr.  SEMME3,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  this 
amendment  so  as  to  leave  the  duty  permanent  at  30  per 
cent.  After  some  remarks  from  the  mover,  th^  amend- 
ment was  rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  then  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wbttx,  so  as  to  make 
the  duty 

On  undyed  cottons  7i  cents  the  square  yard; 

B^ed  cottons  B^  cents;  except  twist,  yarq,  and  thread, 
(which  were  to  be  left  as  by  the  Tariff  of  1824;) 

On  nankeens  direct  from  China,  20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem; 

Stamped  floor  cloth  43  cents  the  aquare  yard; 

Other  floor  cloth  12^  cents; 

Matting  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

[The  eflect  of  this  amendment  would  be  to  restore  the 
above  duUes  as  by  the  act  of  last  year.] 

On  motion  of -Mr.  HOWARD,  of  Maryland,  this  amend- 
ment was  divided;  and  the  question  taken  first  on  the 
cottons. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  rise.  Negatived:  yeas  72, 
nays  75. 

The  first  part  of  Mr.  PxjLncs's  amendment  was  then 
rejected:  yeas  68,  nays  73. 

The  second  part  followed  without  a  count. 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  to  amend  Mr.  White's  amend- 
ment so  as  to  leave  the  duty  on  cottons  permanent 
at  30  per  cent. ;  and  to  strike  out  **  silk,"  as  a  material. 

The  motion  was  negatived:  yeas  63,  nays  78.' 

The  committee  then  rose,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


SATtnasAT,  FsBmuAmx  2. 

MASSACHUSETTS  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  l^rona,  of  Georgia,  to  reconrider 
the  vote  of  tiie  House,  by  which  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  were  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  com- 
ing up  for  consideration, 

Mr.  WICKLIFTE  observed  that  the  motion  had  an- 
swered all  its  purposes,  and  there  could  be  no  good  in 
continuing  longer  to  discuss  it.  He  did  not  believe  there 
were  five  members  in  the  House  who  would  vote  for  it, 
and  he  therefore  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  tlie  motion 
upon  the  table.  Mr.  W.  however,  though  with  great  re- 
luctance, withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  on  condition  that  he 
would  renew  the  motion;  which  Mr.  D.  promised  to  do. 

Mr.  D.  then  said  that  some  of  the  remarka  which  had 
fiiUen  from  gentlemen  were  t>f  a  nature  to  demand  some 
animadversion.  Several  of  thcM^e  who  had  addressd  the 
House  seemed  to  suppose,  and  indeed  had  expressly  said, 
that  Massachusetts  had  spoken  in  an  improper  and  unbe- 
coming manner,  and  had  used  lang^ge  of  a  violent  cha- 
racter. Mr.  D.  denied  the  justice  of  ooth  these  charges. 
He  knew,  indeed,  that  that  ancient  Commonwealth  was 
accustomed,  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  speak 
her  opinions  openly,  plMnly,  and  fearlessly,  without  re- 
gard to  what  might  or  mirht  not  be  the  opinions  of  others. 
This  had  been  her  habit  long  before  she  had  become  a 
member  of  the  American  confederacy;  and  it  would  con- 
tinue to  be  her  practice,  so  long  as  the  free,  liberal,  and 
enlightened  character  of  her  institutions  should  remain. 
She  would,  he  trusted,  at  all  times,  express  her  senti- 
ments fearlessly,  and  without  disguise,  whether  her  lan- 
guage were  put  on  the  records  of  this  House  or  not.  She 
cared  not  much  whether,  like  the  official  language  of 
other  States  of  the  Union,  it  was  admitted  upon  the  jour- 
nals of  Congress,  or  refused  a  place  there.  If  any  invi- 
dious distinction  was  to  be  introducecl,  in  this  respect,  he 
should  like  to  see  the  ground  on  which  it  was  to  rest. 
The  States  had  all,  at  one  time  or  other,  spoken  with 
g^at  freedom,  without  any  regard  to  what  mig^t  be  the 
opinions  of  t^t  House,  or  of  committees  of  that  House; 
and  the  journals  would  bear  him  out  in  the  assertion* 
He  insisted  that  the  paper,  so  far  from  being  intemperate 
and  violent,  was  in  language  quite  the  reverse:  the  Le- 
gislature had  expressed  its  views  with  great  propriety, 
and  in  a  very  temperate  manner;  its  tone  was  fim, 
indeed,  but  perfectly  temperate,  insomuch  that  the  gen- 
tleman fVom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polk]  might  have  nved 
himself  all  the  trouble  of  «  hurling"  it  back,  and  might, 
at  the  same  time,  have  saved  the  Lecpislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts from  all  the  dismay  occasioned  by  such  a  proce- 
dure on  his  part. 

He  would  say  to  the  worthy  ^ntleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  CLXTToir,]  that  the  paper  did  not  sustain  the  Opinions 
which  that  gentleman  bad  expressed  to  the  House.  It  wsa 
not  Mr.  D's  intention  to  interfere  with  those  doctrines  of 
nullification  to  which  the  gentlemen  seemed  so  friendly; 
on  that  subject  the  gentleman  could  tiiink  and  act  as  he 
pleased,  but  Mr.  D.  must  protest  against  Massachusetta 
being  charged  with  the  expression  of  any  such  aentii 
ments,  or  any  thing  that  sanctioned  them. 

[He  here  quoted  the  words  of  ^the  resolutions,  and  in- 
quired:] 

Did  this  intimate  any  intention  of  nullifying  the  acts 
of  thh  Government?  Nothing  was  further  from  the 
scope  of  the  passage.  All  it  declared  was  that  Massachu- 
setts was  not  bound  to  sit  silently,  with  her  mouth  8hut» 
while  a  policy  was  proposed  which  went  to  destroy  her, 
as  though  she  approved  of  what  was  about  to  be  done:  that 
.was  the  meaning,  and  the  whole  meaning.  And  how 
tthe  gentleman  from  Georgia  could  so  entirely  misconceives 
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or  misrepresent  it,  as  in  the  remotest  degree  authorizing 
nallificiition,  was  to  him  perfectly  incomprehensible. 

He  had  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  to  his  State  to  make 
these  remarks,  in  reply  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Gteorgia  and  Tennessee. 

He  tlien  moved,  according  to  promise,  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WILDE,  who  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dayis]  would  withdraw  his  motion,  to 
enable  him,  Mr.  W.,  to  make  a  cUspoation  of*  this  matter 
which  woidd  reliere  the  House  from  dl  further  trouble 
respecting  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS  assenting: 

Mr.  WILDE  proceeded:  Nothing  had  been  farther 
from  bis  expectation  when  he  introduced  this  resolution, 
than  the  debate  to  which  it  had  given  rise,  unless  indeed 
it  was  the  new-born  zeal  for  State  rights  which  it  had 
awakened  in  a  certain  quarter  of  the  House.  He  was  at 
first  puzzled  to  conjecture  how  it  happened,  that  a  senti 
ment  which  had  slept  so  long  and  so  soundly,  had  so  sud- 
denly awakened;  but,  on  further  reflection,  it  occurred  to 
him,  that  the  uniform  advocates  of  power  were  consistent 
with  themselves.  As  they  held  that  States  had  no  rights 
in  a  conflict  with  the  General  Government,  so  individuals 
had  no  rights  in  a  collision  with  the  States.  Nor  was  the 
logic  of  the  gentlemen,  in  his  humble  judgment,  less  re- 
markable than  their  zeal.  Because  it  was  proper  that 
the  most  unlimited  freedom  of  petition  should  be  allowed^-' 
whieli  he  admitted — ^because  it  was  proper  that  every  le- 
gislative body  should  express  their  opinions  of  public  Qien 
and  measures,  in  whatever  language  they  might  think  be- 
coming to  themselves,  which  he  did  not  deny,  therefore, 
it  was  ri^ht  that  an  individual  whose  cdhduct  was  reflect- 
ed on  in  common  with  his  associates,  and  who,  not  knowing 
the  fact,  had  voted  for  the  reference,  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  reconsider  and  recal  his  vote. 

Gentlemen  seemed  to  have  prejudged  his  course.  The^ 
appeared,  somewhat  too  hastily,  to  have  inferred  that,  if 
the  vote  were  reconsidered,  he  would  attempt  to  prevail 
upon  the  House  not  to  refer  and  print  the  preamble. 
He  bad  intimated  no  such  thing.  He  had  hinted,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  might  be  proper  for  the  House  to  refer 
and  print,  but  that  he  could  not  be  expected  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  that  part  of  it  which,  in  his  opinion,  did 
injustice  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  memorials  of  other  States,  on  other  occasions,  had 
been  cited.  In  these  memorials,  it  was  true,  the  charac- 
ter of  laws  passed,  and  the  motives  of  .majorities  who 
passed  them,  had  been  canvassed  with  great  freedom; 
Against  this  he  had  not  objected,  and  should  never  object. 
Nor  did  he  deny  that  g^eat  license  in  debate  was,  and 
ought  jLo  be  allowed  on  that  floor.  In  point  of  precedent, 
however,  the  cases  did  not  flt.  He  had  examined  a  great 
number  of  memorials,  and  he  had  not  found  one  in  which 
a  State  Legislature  had  permitted  themselves  to  indulge 
in  reflecting  on  the  motives  of  a  committee  which  had 
reported  a  measure  still  pending.  But  the  question  was 
not  even  whether  this  was  perfectly  usual  and  parliamen- 
tary^  It  was  not  whellier  the  committees  of  the  House, 
performing,  under  the  order  of  the  House,  such  duties 
as  had  been  assigned  to' them,  were  to  be  exempted  from 
censure,  but  wheUier  they  should  be  held  to  vote  a  cea- 
sare  on  themselves,  and  in  asking  to  be  relieved  from 
sach  a  necessity,  they  were  told,  gravely  told,  that  their 
motion  was  an  insult  on  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained.  If  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia had  not  unfortunately  been  absent  yesterday — ^he 
said  unfortunately^  because  he  understood  it  was  from  se- 
vere indisposition — ^he  would  have  known  that  he  [Mr. 
ADAifs]  had  begged  leave  to  correct  that  expression. 
He  would  not  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  an  insult  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
scttSi  because,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  gentleipan  from 


Georgia,  he  knew  be  was  incapable  t>f  inlentionally  offer- 
ing an  insult  to  any  public  body  or  any  iadividual. 

Mr.  WILDE  resumed.  He  was  happy  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  did  him  justice.  Nothing  was, 
or  could  be  furtiier  from  his  mind^than  an  intention  to 
treat  the  legislative  body  of  any  State  with  the  shgfatest 
disrespect.  What  motive  could  he  have  to  insult  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts?  Men  were  usually  influenced 
either  by  the  hope  of  glory  or  the  love  of  ease.  Prudent 
and  thriving  statesmen— which  he  was  not— ^inimated  by 
the  first,  could  hardly  fail  to  remember  that  the  very  re- 
spectable State  of  Massachusetts  had  thuteen  votes;  and 
he,  who  had  all  his  life  found  the  U»t  ''the  nn  that  most 
easily  besets,"  could  scarcelv  avoid  reflecting  that  the 
peace  which  he  loved  would  be  little  promoted  by  bring- 
ing down  upon  his  head  the  displeasure  of  the  zealous 
and  talented  delegation  from  Massachusetts. 

So  far  from  intending  any  disrespect  to  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts,  he  had  not  imagined  that  Legislature 
could  believe  he  respected  them  less  because  he  nad  this 
much  respect  for  himself;  that  he  could  not  acquiesce  in 
an  unjust  censure  which  they  had  been  induced  to  cast  on 
him.  Since  the  representatives  of  that  State,  however, 
had  not  considered  it  consistent  with  her  dimiity  to  allow 
him  an  opportunity  of  denying  the  justice  of  that  censure 
by  his  vote,  he  would  prove  his  respect  for  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  by  relieving  them 
from  the  unpleasant  predicament  of  apnearing  to  intro- 
duce a  grave  question  of  State  rights  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  a  petty  triumph  over  an  obscure  individual. 
He  would  withdraw  his  motion  for  reconsideration,  and 
in  doing  so,  he  hoped  he  was  actuated  by  no  worse  a  mo- 
tive than  that  of  returning  good  for  evil. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  requested  his  colleague  to  allow  him 
first  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  Mr.  Davis,  but  Mr. 
W.  said  he  could  not  consent  to  do  so. 

GENERAL  LAND  OFPICE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  conuderation  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Plvxxsb,  on  the  18th  January, 
ultimo,  that  the  House  do  reconsider  the  vote  taken  on 
the  17th  of  January,  ultimo,  agreeing  to  the  resolution 
reported  by  Mr.  Wiini,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  by  which  that  committee  was  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  estimates,  documents,  and  cor- 
respondence, transmitted  to  sa.id  committee  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  explanation  of 
the  increased  appropriations  asked  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year  in  that  department,  and  by  which  the  same 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  with 
instructions  to  make  certain  inq\iiries  therein  set  forth. 

Mr.  PLXJMMER  stated,  at  length,  his  reasons  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion  to  reconsider;  insisting  that  the  course 
proposed  was  unusual,  and  that  it  would  be  best  for  the 
committee  to  prefer  an  accusation  against  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  then  call  for  testimony  to  support  it. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  declined  going  into  the  subject  at 
this  time,  or  making  a  Wiscasset  business  of  this  matter. 
The  committee  wished  further  information,  and  could  not 
get  it  without  the  power  asked  for.  The  House  had 
granted  it  to  them  with  great  promptitude,  and  they 
should  have  exercised  it  before  now,  had  not  their  pro- 
ceedings been  suspended  by  a  pending  motion  to  recon- 
sider. The  General  Land  Ofiice  had  expended  J20,000 
within  the  last  two  years  for  extra  clerk  hire,  besides  an 
increased  compensation  to  the  standing  clerks.  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  demanding  the  previous  question.  He  with- 
drew the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  who,  though  'entertaining  no 
doubt  that  the  Commissioner  would  be  perfectly  prepar- 
ed to  meet  tiie  investigation,  was  in  favor  of  gnuiting  the 
power. 
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The  previous  question  wm  seconded,  put,  and  carried; 
and,  on  the  main  question  of  reconsidering',  the  House 
TOted  unanimously  in  the  negative. 

So  the  power  to  send  tor  persons  and  papers  was 
granted. 

The  House  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  once 
more  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
f  state  bf  the  Union,  Mr.  Watks  in  the  chair,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  APPLETON,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Whits,  of  New  York,  to 
the  original  bill  in  its  eighth  and  ninth  sections. 

[The  bill  proposed  on  cottons  costinjf  twenty-five  cents 
the  square  yard  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  30  per  cent,  until 
March,  1834,  and  then  a  permanent  duty  of  20  per  cent.; 
and  on  all  other  cottons  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  until 
March,  1834,  and  then  20  per  cent,  permanent. 

Mr.  White's  amendment  proposed  to  make  the  reduc- 
tion more  gradual,  as  follows:  SO  per  cent,  till  March, 
1834,  25  per  cent,  till  March,  1835,  and  then  20  per  cent, 
permanent. 

Mr.  AppLETOir's  amendment  put  the  duty  at  20  per 
cent,  permanent,  and  added  a  proviso  that  on  plains  there 
should  be  a  square  yard  duty  of  7i  cents  till  March,  1 834, 
and  then  6  cents  permanent;  and  on  calicoes  a  square 
yard  duty  of  8}  cents  till  March,  1834,  and  then  8  cents 
permanent.] 

Mr.  A.  supported  his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  contended  that  removing  the  specific  auty  must  ope- 
rate to  destroy  the  cotton  manufacture,  especially  Uiat  of 
printed  cotton;  insomuch  that  the  calico  business  must  be 
immediately  ruined.  He  believed  that  this  country  was 
supplied  with  all  the  cotton  goods  required  for  general 
consumption  by  our  own  manufacturers  intrinsically 
cheaper  than  any  other  nation  whatever.  The  capital, 
however,  required  was  so  great,  that  a  factory  turned  out 
yearly  goodd  only  to  the  amount  of  half  the  capital  invest- 
ed. He  admitted  that  this  protection  was  not  needed  on 
that  particular  class  of  cottons  which  we  now  exported; 
but  as  the  duty  was  laid  on  all,  he  thought  it  unwise  to 
take  it  oif .  The  slif^ht  difference  as  to  time,  proposed  by 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  was  of 
no  value.  Ten  years  was  the  shortest  period  that  would 
be  any  effectual  relief. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  that  there  would  be  no  need  of  heavy 
protection  for  an  article  we  were  exporting  with  success, 
and  which  was  able  to  meet  the  British  article  in  the  fo- 
reign markets. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  inquired  of  Mr.  AppLXToir  as  to  the 
existing  rate  of  profit  in  the  cotton  manufacture. 

Mr.  APPLETON  replied  that  the  Merrimac  company, 
with  a  capital  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  had  manufac- 
tured cottons  to  the  amount  of  6,000,000  yards  per  annum; 
but  the  proportion  of  goods  manufactured  per  annum, 
was  not  more  than  50  or  60  per  cent,  on  the  capital,  on 
which,  business  they  had  found  a  balance  in  their  favor  of 
but  $57,000.  Their  profits  were  four  per  cent,  for  the 
last  six  months;  this,  however,  was  a  season  of  peculiar 
depression.  In  1831,  when  their  busiiiess  had  been  most 
prosperous,  their  profits  for  six  months  had  gone  as  high 
as  10  percent.,  being  at  the  rate  of  2d  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. But  nothing  was  more  fluctuating.  The  only 
company  now  at  Lowell  whose  stock  was  at  par,  were 
engaged  in  manufacturing  for  foreigpi  markets.  In  fine 
goods,  the  caprice  of  fashion  was  such  tliat  prices  could 
i>ot  be  calculated  upon. 

Mr.  CAMBRELKNG  thought  that  the  statement  just 
made  presented  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  tl)at 
could  be  adduced  against  the  gentleman's  own  proposi- 
tion. The  only  successful  company,  it  seemed,  were 
engaged  in  making  cotton  for  exportation.    Now,  he 


would  ask,  was  there  any  protection  where  these  cottons 
went?  Were  there  any  protecting  laws  for  these  cot- 
tons in  Mexico?  in  Brazil?  in  Asia  Minor?  Here  then, 
after  forty  years  of  protection,  in  which  the  farmers  of 
this  country  had  paid  an  increased  price  for  all  their  cot- 
ton f^ods,  the  manufacturers  came  forward  and  avowed 
that  their  most  profitable  business  was  supplying,  not  the 
home  market,  but  nations  ten  thousand  miles  off.  Mr. 
C.  was  for  removing  the  duty,  and  placing  their  cottons 
here  in  our  own  market  just  as  they  were  placed  in  mar- 
kets abroad.  The  Glasgow  manufacturers  bad  no  pro- 
tection against  those  of  Manchester;  yet  they,  and  even 
the  poor  people  of  Switzerland,  were  able  to  compete 
with  the  Manchester  skill  and  capital;  and  surely  our 
people  could  do  the  same.  Mr.  C.  referred  to  the  per- 
sonal wealth  of  the  gentleman  fi*om  Massachusetts,  and 
the  thriving  state  of  the  noanufacturing  towns,  as  proof 
that  the  business  must  be  very  profitable;  deprecated 
the  minimum  system  as  deceptive;  and  preferred  an  ad 
valorem  duty,  as  open  and  above  board. 

Mr.  APPLETON  complained  of  the  disingenuous  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  CxxBRBLEKo's  argument,  which  seemed  to 
assume  that  the  manufacturers,  while  supplying  foreign 
countries  with  cheap  cottons,  did  not  furnish  them  to 
their  own  countrymen  as  cheap.  He  complained  of  the 
personality  of  the  reference  to  his  own  circumstances, 
and  offered  to  transfer  to  him  all  his  profits,  if  he  would 
give  him  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  on  his  investments  to 
cover  loss.  He  spoke  for  his  constituents,  and  if  parting 
with  all  his  own  property  would  permanently  settle  the 
present  question,  he  would  willingly  give  it  up.  The 
minimum  system  had  been  introduced  by  Southern  gen- 
tlemen, and  it  was  the  unexampled  success  of  that  s}'stem 
in  practice,  which  had  rendered  our  cottons  so  cheap  and 
so  good.  It  was  madness  in  the  South  to  break  down 
this  interest,  as  it  must  destroy  a  valuable  market  for  their 
own  staples. 

Mr.  B  URGES  said  the  question  was,  whether  the  cot- 
ton manufactures  of  this  country  should  be  preserved  or 
destroyed.      The  20  per  cent,  duty  proposed  by  the  bill 
was  to  be  laid  on  the  foreign  cost  of  the  article;  and  that 
would  be  put  so  low»  that  the  duty  would  not  amount  to  a 
cent  a  yard,  although,  with  all  the  costs  upon  it,  a  yard 
of  that  cotton  would  be  worth  eight  cents.     This  would 
let  in  floods  of  British  goods,  and  prostrate  our  own.    It 
was  true  that  the  English  had  reduced  their  protecting 
duty  to  10  per  cent. ;  but  such  was  the  maturity  of  the 
manufacture,  and  the  strictness  of  their  revenue  laws, 
that  that  duty  was  a  perfect  barrier  against  all  foreign 
competition.     Her  surplus  she  sent  here,  and  sacriBced 
at  any  price,  because  it  would  be  a  dead  loss  at  home; 
and,  besides  this,  the  stock  of  bankrupts  was  purchased 
under  the  hammer  in  England  for  next  to  nothing,  paid 
little  duty,  and  was  then  poured  into  our  auction  stores. 
If  the  Government  intenaed  to  secure  the  home  market, 
the  only  way  to  do  so  was  to  render  the  duty  prohibitory. 
•  Mr.  BOULDIN,  of  Virginia,  insisted  that  the  manufac- 
turers asked  a  protection  which  no  government  could 
grant.     The  evil  of  which  they  complained  gfrew  out  of 
protection  itself.     The  moment  there  was  a  diminution  of 
foreign  supply,  the  manufacturer  pressed  on  the  consum- 
er; prices  rose;  high  prices  produced  an  over  importation; 
this  occasioned  a  glut;  prices  instantly  fell,  and  both  im- 
porter and  manufacturer  suffered  together.     If  20  per 
cent,  protection,  added  to  all  the  cost  of  importation, 
after  two  or  three  years  to  prepare  for  the  change,  was 
not  enough  to  sustain  the  manufacture,  then,  in  the  name 
of  God,  lot  it  go  down.     Mr.  B.   protested  with  vehe- 
mence against  the  square  yard  duty,  as  pressing  upon  the 
poor,  and  relieving  the  rich. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  now  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  the 
remonstrance  of  the  Lo>vell  manufacturipg  compan}-, 
which  was  read. 
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Mr.  £.  «ud  he  had  received  letters  from  gentlemen  of 
the  highest  respectability,  and  for  whose  veracity  he 
would  pledge  his  own,  declaring  that  if  the  bill  should 
pass  as  reported,  cotton  manu&ctures  must  immediately 
go  down.  M  r .  E.  protested  against  the  impolicy  of  destroy- 
ing so  great  an  interest  just  after  it  had  surmounted  its 
first  difficulties.  A  fact  had  just  come  to  his  knowledge, 
of  great  importance;  which  was,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  recently  levied  on  foreign  printed  cotton  goods 
a  protecting  duty  of  S}d.  sterling  per  square  yard.  Was 
it  unreasonable  that  our  comparatively  infant  manufac- 
tures should  ask  protection,  when  those  of  Great  Britain 
herself,  so  affluent  in  capital  and  skill,  were  found  to  need 
it.  As  to  the  comparison  between  a  specific  and  an  ad 
valorem  duty  in  making  it, /it  must  always  be  remembered 
that,  in  this  country,  an  ad  valorem  duty,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  its  collection,  was  not  in  practice  worth  more 
than  half  its  nominal  amount. 

Mr.  WILDE  replied  to  the  remark  of  Jlr.  Appletoit, 
in  respect  to  the  minimum  svstem,  that  it  had  not  been 
introduced  to  protect  manufactures,  but  to  save  specie 
from  going  to  the  East  Indies  to  purchase  cottons.  The 
protection  at  first  was  confined  to  coarse  cottons.  That 
business  being  overdone^  tlie  manufacturers  had  gone  to 
the  making  and  printing  of  finer  goods.  But  this  they 
had  done  at  their  own  risk.  Mr.  W.  inveighed  against 
minimum  duties.  Let  the  tax  be  open  and  above 
board. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachuselts,  went  into  an  explanation 
and  defence  of  the  minimum  system;  and  inveighed 
against  the  gross  fraud  by  which  ad  valorem  duties  were 
constantly  evaded.  This  was  the  reason  why  so  many 
specific  auties  had  been  laid,  and  why  the  square  yard 
duty  had  been  introduced.  The  destruction  produced 
by  this  bill  would  fall,  not  on  the  wealthy  manufacturer, 
but  on  the  laborious  people  whom  he  employed,  and  who 
had  no  other  capital  than  the  hands  which  God  had  giv- 
en them.  Their  wages' were  such  as  to  secure  to  them 
the  comforts  of  life;  but  if  protection  should  be  removed, 
and  the  establishments  proceeded,  they  could  have  no 
other  resort  than  to  cut  down  the  wages  until  the  labor- 
ers in  this  country  were  assimilated  to  the  ignorant,  bru- 
tal, and  squalid  poor,  who  in  England  shared  their  time 
between  the  factory  and  the  poor  house. 

Mr.  D.  remonstrated  against  so  fatal  an  injury  to  our 
country.  The  equivalent  for  all  this  was  to  be  our  get- 
ting foreign  calicoes  a  few  cents  a  yard  cheaper.  But 
even  this  Mr.  D.  denied  would  be  the  result,  because  the 
withdrawing  of  our  own  eoods  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
xnllUons  of  dollars  would  inevitably  operate  to  raise 
prices.  Reduction  had  been  tried  upon  salt;  and  was 
salt  any  cheaper?  It  had  been  tried  on  tea  and  coffee; 
■were  tea  and  coffee  any  cheaper?  Who  was  it  that  com- 
plained of  the  duty  on  sugar?  It  was  the  planters  of 
Cuba.  And  why?  Because  when  our  products  pressed 
hard  upon  foreign  competition,  our  protecting  duty  was 
paid  chiefly  by  the  foreigner. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied,  denying  that  ad  valorem 
duties  depended  on  the  honesty  of  invoices,  inasmuch  as 
the  goods  had  to  be  appraised.  He  had  endeavored  to 
repress  fraud,  and  had  formerly  drawn  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose; and  was  still  ready^to  go  any  length  for  its  sup- 
pression. He  inveighed  against  all  square  yard  duties. 
l^et  the  manufacturers  say  what  protection  they  must 
have,  and  let  them  have  it  ad  valorem. 

Mt.  DAVIS  denied  that  all  the  goods  were  appraised. 
The  appraiser  examined  but  one  bale  out  of  twenty;  and 
the  grossest  frauds  still  continued.  There  was  a  specific 
duty  on  iron,  why  not  on  cottons  and  woollens?  So  enor- 
mous had  these  frauds  been,  that  three-fourths  of  the 
American  merchants  had  been  driven  out  of  the  market. 
He  was  happy  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 


man  was  more  familiar  with  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  committed. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  there  was  one  effectual  way 
to  prevent  these  frauds,  and  that  was  to  reduce  the  du- 
ties to  a  moderate  amount.  However  familiar  he  might 
be  with  the  manner  in  which  frauds  were  committed, 
he  could  assure  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that 
whenever  he  should  see  him  honestly  engaged  in  a  sin- 
cere attempt  to  put  them  down,,  he  would  concur  in  the 
design. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  though  he  supposed  that  the  testi- 
mony of  a  manufacturer  from  the  South  of  the  Potomao 
would  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  credit  as  that  of  those 
at  the  North,  would  nevertheless  offer  his  own  testimonv 
as  a  manufacturer,  that  the  manufactures  of  tlie  South 
could  do  without  such  a  protection  as  was  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It  might  be  an  un- 
common spectacle  in  that  House  to  see^a  manufacturer 
voting  against  his  own  interest;  for  he  believed  that,  with 
many  of  those  who  voted  for  protection,  it  was  a  case  of 
life  and  death. 

Mr.  DAVIS 'inquired  whether  the  gentleman  alluded 
to  him. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  DAVIS  said  that  he  did  not  own,  and  never  had 
owned,  a  dollar's  worth  of  manufacturing  property  in  his 
life. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that,  if  there  were  any  other  gen- 
tlemen who  wished  to  put  a  similar  inquiry,  let  them  come 
forward  and  he  would  answer  them;*  or  he  would  con- 
sent that  all  those  who  were  personally  interested  should 
be  excused  fhom  voting. 

Mr.  APPLETON  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  in- 
cluded those  from  the  South,  the  value  of  whose  cctton 
crop  was,  according  to  their  own  statement,  vitally  con- 
cerned in  the  destruction  of  the  protective  system. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  had  not  intended  to  produce 
any  excitement,  but  as  he  was  himself  a  manufacturer,  and 
the  question  should  be  put  whether  protecting  duties 
should  be  increased*  he  should  feel  bound  to  go  without 
the  bar.    But  he  presumed  he  was  at  liberty  to  vote 
against  himself.     The  existing  protection  gave  him  the 
monopoly  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  enabled  him  to 
make  a  profit  of  fi Ay  per  cent,  on  cotton  cloth  at  ten  and 
twelve  9ents  a  yard.     If  a  square  yard  duty  of  seven  and 
a  half  cents  should  be  added,  as  was  now  proposed,  what 
would  his  profit  be  then?     The  gentlemen  of  the  North 
wanted  a  law  which  should  be  equal  to  the  advantage  the 
European  manufacturer  had  in  the  cheapness  of  food, 
&c.    Now,  with  the  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  aents,  those 
Northern  manufacturers  had  made  cloth,  and  sold  it  at  the 
door  of  his  factory  at  six  cents  per  yard.     At  what  rate 
could  it  be  got,  should  free  trade  be  established?    The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  made  an  eloquent  ap- 
peal against  reducing  American  labor,  and  compelling 
the  operatives  to  do  without  the  comforts  of  life.     That 
very  condition  the  gentleman  so  much  dreaded  was  now 
the  condition  of  Mr.  C.'s  constituents.      If  gentlemen 
needed  such  a  protection  to  carry  on  their  manufactures, 
why  not  impose  the  tax  upon  their  own  State,  under  a 
State  law?    Why  make  the  South  pay  for  it?    Supposing 
Georgia  and  Massachusetts  to  be  the  only  States  in  the 
Union,  would  it  be  fair  to  make  Georgia  pay  a  tax  to  sup- 
port Mas.»chusetts? 

If  their  fields  produced  cloth  and  hats,  and  all  other 
necessaries  of  life,  growing  on  bushes,  would  it  be  fair  to 
make  them  pay  a  tax  on  these  articles  for  the  benefit  of 
Massachusetts?  Would  not  this  reduce  Georgia  to  the 
state  of  a  colony  ?  If  the  bill  would  destroy  the  Northern 
factories,  let  the  operatives  go  to  the  West.  It  was  de- 
clared that  the  Government  had  a  right  to  bring  down 
the  slave  lattbr  of  the  South  to  a  level  with  the  free  labor 


aid  him  in  s  ippressing  fraud?,  as  he  believed  no  gentle- 1  of  the  North;  ideat^  that  the  Southern  capifal  should  be 
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reduced  in  value  till  it  was  on  a  level  with  Ncirthem  capi- 
tal. If  flo,  it  was  time  the  South  knew  it.  The  Southern 
climate  produced,  in  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  and  sugar, 
i^out  forty-fire  millions  of  dollars;  and  it  was  to  get  at 
this  amount  that  tiie  Northern  capitalist  seized  upon  the 
Chiyernment  as  an  instrument,  and  enacted  the  tariff  law. 
The  South  got  this  out  of  the  earth  by  their  slaves,  and 
yet  they  were  told  that  slavery  was  the  cause  of  all  their 
trouble.  The  truth  was,  that  their  slaves  were,  in  fact, 
the  slaves  of  the  North.  It  was  their  slaves  that  sailed 
the  Northern  ships  and  ran  the  Northern  spindles.  Their 
slaves  were  their  machinery,  and  they  had  as  good  a  right 
to  profit  by  them  as  Northern  men  had  by  the  machinefv 
they  employed.  It  was  not  slavery  that  produced  the 
depression  of  the  South;  it  was  the  robbing  the  Southern 
planter  of  one-half  he  earned,  to  swell  the  profits  of  the 
Northern  manufiusturer. 

Mr.  STB  WART  replied  that  the  gentleman  had  made 
a  most  excellent  tariff  speech.  He  had  informed  the 
House  that  the  business  of  manufacturing  at  the  South 
realized  a  profit  of  fifty  per  cent.  He  presumed  it  was 
by  slave  labor. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  his  hands  were  part  white 
and  part  black;  but  as  a  white  man  in  a  factory  was  no  bet- 
ter than  a  slave,  the  gentlenum  might  call  it  all  slave  labor. 

Mr.  STEWART*  resumed.  If  slave  labor  was  worth 
fifty  per  cent,  why  could  not  the*  South  turn  its  labor  to 
manufactures?  Southern  gentlemen  told  the  House  that 
slave  labor  employed  on  cotton  and  rice  was  worth  but 
five  per  cent.  If  in  a  factory  it  would  bring  fifty  per  cent., 
who  but  a  madman  would  keep  it  in  the  field?  Could  any 
man  believe  the  two  statements?  Were  men  any  where 
so  blind?  Now  he  put  the  gentleman  on  the  horns  of  a 
dilemma.  Either  slave  labor  employed  on  cotton  and  rice 
yielded  a  profit  of  fifW  per  cent.,  or  else  manufacturing 
did  not  yield  that  profit.  The  gendeman  might  choose 
which  horn  he  liked.  If  slave  labor  was  worth  that  price, 
why  did  the  South  complain?  He  should  like  the  gentle- 
man to  explain. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied  that  his  factory  was  the  only 
one  in  Georgia;  it  might,  therefore,  be  expected  to  do  a 
better  business  than  was  done  where  factories  were  so 
numerous  as  at  the  North.  He  believed  there  were  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  Rhode  Island*  There  had  been  a 
time  when  these  factories  realized  fifly  per  cent. 

Mr.  APPLETON:  Never. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  continued.  Yet  those  factories  were 
now  suffering,  So  it  will  be  by  and  by,  in  Georgia. 
Others  would  come  in,  and  there  would  be  bankruptcies 
as  at  the  North.  For  his  part  he  should  be  glad  to  get 
out  of  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that  here  again  the  gentleman 
had  made  an  excellent  tariff  speech.  Profits  in  Georgia 
were  now  enormous,  but  they  were  to  come  down.  Yes? 
and  what  was  to  bring  them  down?  Competition.  This 
was  the  ytry  ^ound  the  friends  of  the  tariff  had  always 
taken.  This  had  brought  cottons  down,  though  the  pro- 
tection still  continued:  The  gentleman  had  said  that  the 
protecting  duty  gave  him  the  monopoly  of  Georgia.  How 
8o^  Could  not  the  Northern  manufacturer  come  and  sit 
down  hy  his  side;  and.then  where  was  his  monopoly?  A 
disting^shed  manufacturer  fiK>m  Rhode  Island  would 
guaranty  to  any  gentleman  half  a  million  of  dollars  worth 
of  manufacturing  property  there  at  an  advance  of  six  per 
cent. ;  yet  at  the  South  it  brought  fifly !  The  gentleman 
had  further  said,  that,  although  the  protecting  duty  was 
seven  and  a  half  cents,  yet  the  Northern  manufacturer 
had  sold  cotton  at  six  cents.  According  to  the  gentle- 
man's doctrine,  as  the  protecting  duty  went  into  the  price, 
they  must  have  g^ven  the  cotton  away,  and  paid  a  cent  and  a 
half  for  the  pleasure  of  doing  so.  If  slave  labor  brought 
fifty  per  cent,  he  thought  the  Sooth  might,  in  reason, 
give  up  something  in  a  spirit  of  compromise. 


Mr.  S.  went  on  to  remark  on  the  effect  of  protection 
on  the  interest  of  agriculture;  inveirhed  against  reducing 
our  laborers  to  a  level  with  those  of  Switzerland  and  Ire- 
land, and  related  an  anecdote  of  some  Irish  operatives 
who  had  come  over,  here,  and,  by  continuing  to  live  ss 
they  had  done  at  home,  had  laid  up  a  handsome  little  for- 
tune out  of  their  wages  as  factory  hands.v 

After  some  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Caxbbxlsvo  and 
Mr.  Wilds,  Mr.  S.  expressed  his  hope  that  the  gentle-' 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs]  would,  as  he  had 
given  notice,  test  the  sense  of  the  committee,  by  moviDg 
to  strike  out, the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 
'  The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  VER- 
PLANCK,  and  Mr.  CLAYTON,  who  made  a  brief  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Stbwabt;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DEAR- 
BORN, the  committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

MOITDAT,  FSB.  4.  . 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBU. 

Mr.  HEISTER,  of  Penns}'lvania,  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  slavery 
may  be  abolished  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  had  forwarded  to  him  seven  petitions 
of  the  same  tenor,  containing  the  si^atures  of  more  than 
one  thousand  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  en- 
actment of  a  law  or  laws  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Although  it  was  not  Ukely,  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  at  a  time  when  the  attention  of  the  National 
Legislature  is  engaged  on  subjects  of  primary  and  para- 
mount importance,  that  any  action  could  be  expected  du- 
ring its  present  sesnon,  in  reference  to  the  subject  matter 
of  the  petitions  he  held  in  his  hand— yet  every  philan- 
thropist might  justly  cherish  the  hope  that  the  time  was 
not  remote  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  would 
deem  it  not  unworthy  of  their  serious  consideration  to  de- 
vise some  practicable  scheme  for  the  g^dual  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  its  worse  concomitant,  the  slave  trade,  in  this 
District. 

When  we  reflect,  nr,  for  a  moment,  (said  Mr.  H.)  on 
the  gross  inconsistency  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  our 
Government,  and  look  to  the  sentiment  contained  in  that 
sacred  instrument,  the  Declaration  of  our  Independence* 
that  all  men  are  born  free  and  independent,  <'  with  certain 
inalienable  rights,  amongst  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness;''  and  see  that,  in  practice,  there 
exists  the  most  abject  slavery  in  this  boasted  land  of  li- 
berty, and  that,  too,  at  the  verjr  portals  of  your  ball  of 
legislation,  and  in  these  "ten  miles  square,"  over  which 
exclusive  legislation  has  been  confided  to  Congress-— an 
anomaly  such  as  this  may  be  unhesitatingly  pronounced 
unprecedented  in  any  country,  at  the  present  or  any  other 
period  of  time. 

We  all  know,  said  Mr.  H.,  how  the  evils  of  slavery  were 
entailed  upon  our  country  ;  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  cen- 
sure, but  of  regret ;  and  how  delicate  a  subject  it  is  to 
touch,  or  to  legislate  upon.  And  he  would  be  among  the 
last  of  those  whose  misguided  zeal  might  desire  Congress 
to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  this  species  of  property 
within  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union. , 

But  whatever  others  might  think  with  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  petitions  coming  from  any  other  source  than 
from  the  people  of  this  District  on  a  subject  in  which 
they  alone  may  be  supposed  to  be  interested,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  amongst  the  names  attached  to 
these  petitions,  there  are  those  of  men  inferior  to  none  in 
estimating  the  sacred  rights  of  private  property,  and  in  a 
discriminating  knowledge  of  legitimate  subjects  to  be 
brought  here  for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  body. 
And  he  would  add  that,  in  his  bumble  belief,  in  common 
with  theirs,  the  fair  fame  and  character  of  the  whole  na- 
tion is  deeply  involved  in  the  continuance  of  slavery  and 
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the  slave  trade  in  this  District;  and  that  the  subject  merited, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  receiye)  the  deliberate  attention 
and  consideration  of  this  body,  at  no  very  remote  period. 
He  mpved  their  reference,  without  reading,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  MASON,  of  Va.  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  the  reading  of  the  memorial,  and 
it  was  read  accordingly. 
The  yeas  and  nays  Wefie  ordered. 
Mr.  MASON  observed,  that  this  memorial  came  from 
persons  not  interested  personally  in  the  question  of  ne- 
gro slavery;  and  the  language  of  the  memorial,  and  the 
remarks  with  which  its  presentation  had  been  accompa- 
nied, referred  to  the  existence  of  slaverv  very^neraliy; 
and  though  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  disclaimed 
any  wish  tl>at' Congress  should  abolish  it  in  the  States,  yet 
this  was  but  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  measures 
which  tended  to  that  result.  It  would  be  time  enough 
for  Congress  to  ^ct  respecting  the  District  of  Columbia 
when  the  people  of  the  .District  should  themselves  re- 
quest it. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Maine,  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  DENNY  observed  that  many  similar  memorials  had 
already  gone  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  as  much  opposed 
to  all  impertinent  interference  by  States  not  interested  in 
slave  property  with  the  tenure  of  thfit  property  in  the 
slave-holding  States  as  his  colleague  could  be  ;  but  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  and  all  the 
Northern  States,  were  as  much  concerned  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia  as  those  of  the  South- 
ern States,  and  therefore  the  petition  was  perfectly  re- 
gular, and  such  as  the  petitioners  had  a  right  to  prefer, 
and  should  therefore  be  treated  as  other  petitions  were. 
Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  hoped  the  question  would  be 
taken,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should  not,  on  re- 
flection, conclude  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  If  he  would  withdraw  it,  he  would  confer  a  benefit 
upon  the  House  and  the  country,  by  preventing  a  yery 
unpleasant  debate.  Mr.  A.  had  last  session  presented 
iiflcen  memorials  of  a  similar  tenor  witli  this  one ;  they 
had  all  gone  to  the  Committee  on  the  District.  A  short 
report  had  soon  followed,  and  then  the  subject  was  heard 
of  no  more  during  the  session.  Mr.  A.,  though  not  in 
favor  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  memorial,  was 
opposed  to  laying  it  on  the  table,  as  being  disrespectful  to 
the  petitioners.  The  right  of  petitioning  was  guarantied 
by  the  constitution,  and  nothing  but  very  extraordinary 
circumstances  should  induce  the  House  to  treat  a  petition 
with  disrespect. 

Mr.  JENIFER,  of  Mar}'land,  after  a  word  or  two,  re- 
newed the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.     On 
this  motion  Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They' 
were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows  :  Yeas  75,  nays  98. 
So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MASON  then  withdrew  his  opposition,  and  the 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  House  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  again 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Watke  in  tlie  Chair,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the 

TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  WARD,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  committee 
in  support  of  tlie  bill.  He  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
detain  the  committee  with  any  remarks  of  his,  either  upon 
the  bill  under  consideration  or  upon,  the  several  amend- 
ments which  had  been  submitted  to  it.  He  had  consider- 
ed the  present  a  c^i^^s  for  prompt  and  decisive  action,  and 
had  made  up  bis  mind  to  record  hi?  vote  in  favor  of  almost 
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any  modificiCtion  of  the  tariff  at  this  session,  with  a  view  of 
reducing  the  reretme  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  leaving  it  to  those  who  were  in  favor -of  rusing  more 
money  from  the  people  than  could  be  wanted  to  justify 
themselves  to  the  people  by  their  speeches  if  they  could. 
And,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  I  should  not  now  have  risen  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  any  remarks  upon  the  bill  at 
this  time,  but  for  the  speech  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  [Mr.  Wilds]  nnade  a  few  days  since  on 
this  bill,  when  he  took  occasion  to  read  a  paragraph  from 
a  Baltimore  newspaper,  wherein  it  was  stated  that  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  had  written  to  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  Congress  from  that  Utate  to 
vote  mtinst  this  bill.  I  am  now,  however,  entirely  satis- 
fied, from  the  explanation  which  that  honorable  gentle- 
man has  since  made,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  making 
this  acknowledgment,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  the 
remarks  he  did  in  any  spirit  of  unkindness.  But,  sir,  as 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  this  House  from  that  State, 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say  that  my  vote  on  this  bill  will 
be,  as  I  hope  it  ever  has  been,  based  Upon  principle,  and 
not  influenced  in  the  slighest  degree  by  considerations  of 
personal  favor  to  any  man.  And,  sir,  I  take  this  occasion 
further  to  remark,  that  if  I  had  father  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency,  and  I  believed  I  could  promote,  or  even  se- 
cure, his  election  to  that  high  office  by  voting  agunst  a  bill, 
the  rejection  of  which  might  hazard  the  prosperity  of  our 
free  and  happy  Union,  I  nave  no  fear  that  I  should  hesi- 
tate between  duty  and  affection,  even  in  such  a  case.  And 
I  have  that  confidence  in  the  intelligence,  honor,  and  pa- 
triotism of  my  colleagues,  as  I  have  in  the  people  of  my 
State,  that  I  firmly  believe  they  require  no  prompting 
from  personal  feeling  or  party  considerations  to  enable 
them  to  do  their  duty  on  this  occasion  to  their  State  and 
their  country. 

The  charge  that  the  Governor  had  written  the  letter 
referred  to  is  without  the  slightest  foundation;  the  distin- 
guished individual  now  in  the  chair  of  thit  State  is  inca- 
pable of  such  an  interference  in  the  legislation  of  the  na- 
tion, either  upon  the  great  question  now  before  uiis  or  on' 
any  other. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of 
a  tariff  of  protection:  It  is  in  mind  constitutional  and  use- 
ful; and  altliough  it  may  have  borne  hard  for  a  time  upon 
certain  sections  of  our  country,  yet  I  have  never  enter- 
tained the  belief,  that  it  has  in  any  respect  injured  any 
portion  of  the  nation,  yet  I  am  so  much  attached  to  the 
Union,  that  I  would  unhesitatingly  (without  abandoning 
the  riglit  to  protect  domestic  industiy,  by  countervailing 
foreign  legislation,)  reduce  the  rate  of  duties  to  tho  re- 
quirements of  the  Government.  It  is  an  abuse  of  the  pro- 
tecting principle  to  apply  it  to  raise  a  revenue  not  needed. 
I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Hous^  in  1828,  and  I 
take  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  recorded  my  vote  against 
the  act  of  that  year,  because  I  then  considered  that  sufii- 
cient  protection  was  given  to  every  interest  under  the  act 
of  1824,  and  because  I  considered,  and  subsequent  events 
have  satisfied  itie  of  the  fact,  that  that  bill  was  brought 
before  us  with  a  view  to  political  effect,  and  to  have  a  di- 
rect bearing  on  the  then  pending  presidential  election. 
And  I  religiously  believe  that  we  should  not  now  have 
been  involved  in  the  difficulties  we  are,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  passage  of  that  act.  I  have  always  entertained  the 
opinion  that  no  national  measure  should  be  connected  in 
the  slightest  degree  with  the  politics  of  the  day;  that  le- 
gislating for  particular  occanons  arid  to  carry  particular 
points,  was  as  unjust  as  it  was  mischievous. 

During  the  debate  on  the  bill  under  consideration  we- 
have  heard  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  allege  ^as  their  prin- 
cipal reason  why  they  should  vote  for  or  agamst  this  bill) 
that  they  considered  themselves  bound  to  sustain  the  in- 
terest of  their  immediate  constituents;  and  whilst  I  believe 
that  they  were  actuated  by  the  purest  of  motives  in  mak- 
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mg  the  decUratioD,  still  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  in 
my  judgment  we  do  not  come  here  as  representatives 
splefy  of  any  particular  section  of  our  country,  or  of  any 
particttUur  interest;  but,,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  repre- 
MntatiTes  of  the  whole  Union.  Partial,  it  is  true,  with 
respect  to  the  Interest  of  a  portion,  but  anxious  to  encou- 
rage and  sustain  the  prosperity  of  the  whole;  neither 
bound  nor  allowed  to  sacrifice  the.  great  public  interest  of 
the  country  to  that  of  our  immediate  constituents,  even  if 
they  could  be  so  unjust  as  (which  I  am  proud  to  know 
mine  are  not)  to  require  it.. 

HovMhrer,  since  gentlemen  have  been  permitted  to 
speak  of  the  interests  of  their  i^nmediate  constituents,  I 
trust  that  I  may  be  indulged  in  observing  that,  were  my 
TOte  to  be  influenced  by  such  motives,  I  feel  persuaded 
that  I  should  be  promoting  the  interest  of  my  constituents 
by  .voting  for  the  bill  under  consideration,  with  the  amend- 
ment recently  submitted  to  it  by  my  honorable  colleague 
who  sits  before  me,  [Hr.  Whits,]  which  relieves  the  bill 
from  all  of  its  exceptionable  features.  For,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  existing  tariff  now  bears  as  heavily  upon 
the  district  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  as  upon  any 
other  section  of  our  country.  I  admit,  sir,  that  the  peo- 
ple in  that  district  are  not  only  reputed,  but  they  are  in 
net,  a  thriving  people,  and  many  of  tiiem  have  amassed 
great  wealth. 

As  regards  the  agricultural  part  of  that  community,  I 
have  to  observe  that  they  now  enjoy  one  of  the  best  mar- 
kets for  their  products  that  we  have  in  this  country. 
Every  tiung  that  they  now  upon  their  farms  is  daily  sent 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  which  is  now  acknowledged  to 
be  the  first  commercial  emporium  of  this  country,  and 
they  receive  therefor,  in  return,  the  highest  cash  price. 
Upon  the  prosperity  of  tiiat  commercial  city,  upon  its  in- 
crease in  wealtn  and  population,  it  must  be  manifest  that 
their  hopes,  and  that  of  their  children,  depend;  and  that 
city  woiud  dwindle  into  comparative  insignificance  were 
it  npt  for  the  commerce  of  the  country;  conseauently  the 
interest  of  the  people  in  that  district  is  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  interest  of  that  great  emporium.  Strike  that 
city  out  of  existence,  or  break  up  or  impair  its  commer- 
cial prosperity,  and  you  would  thereby  deprive  them  of 
their  market,  and  the  advantages  they  now  enjoy. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  that  I  should  observe,  in  connex- 
ion witQ  the  subject,  that  the  indirect  tax  which  is  now 
drawn  from  that  district  inder  the  existing  tariff  laws  on 
foreign  articles  consumed  by  them,  will  amount  to  up- 
wards of  $100,000  annually;  a  sum  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  would  be  paid  by  them  with  great  reluctance,  were 
it  levied  upon  their  knds  and  tenements;  and  yet  it  is  a 
tax  in  fact,  as  much  so  as  though  it  was  thus  levied  and 
collected. 

But,  sir,  notwithstanding  they  have  heretofore  paid  this 
onerous  tax  to  the  Government  and  that  too  without  re- 
ceiving any  thing  in  return  in  the  shape  of  protection, 
except  it  be  the  protection  given  to  th^  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  the  protection  extended  to  them  by  the 
strong  arm  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  securing  to 
them  the  enjojrment  of  their  absolute  rights,  t.  «•  that  of 
personal  security,  personal  liberty,  and  private  property, 
yet  th^  have  never  been  heard  to  complun  of  the  seve- 
ral tariff  laws  heretofore  passed,  and  which  were  passed 
with  a  view  to  raise  the  revenue  for  the  extin^ishment  of 
the  debt  created  by  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  war 
of  1812,  and  the  necessary  expenditure  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

.It  does  not  follow,  sir,  that  they  would  bear  with  equal 
patience  such  a  burden  when  these  objects  are  accom- 
plished: and  when  those  who  administer  the  Government 
say  of  any  tax  upon  the  people  that  it  is  unnecessaiy,  I 
am  unable  to  imagine  how  I  could  excuse  myself  for  voting 
for  it. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  much  with  respect  to  the  condition 


of  the  people  in  the  Southern  8ec6on,  and  but  Uttie  with 
respect  to  the  condition  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern,  Mid- 
dle, and  Western  sections  of  our  country,  except  it  be 
the  operations  in  the  manufacturing  establishmenla.  If, 
sir,  toe  agriculturists  are  more  prosperous  in  those  sec- 
tions of  me  countiT  than  they  are  at  the  South,  it  de- 
pends, in  my  humble  opinion,  entirely  upon  Uiemsdve^i 
tbr,  sir,  a  fiumer  starting  in  life  in  these  sections  of  the 
country  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  upon  a  ftrm  of 
from  one  hundred  to  three  or  four  hundred  acres^  will  be 
constrained  to  mortgage  it  in  the  becpnning  for  near  its 
value,  and  by  laboring  with  his  own  hands,  and  bv  adopt- 
ing the  most  rigid  economy,  he  finds  himself,  at  the  close 
ofthe  year,  not  only  able  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the 
taxes  to  |the^  State  and  General  Governments,  but  after 
having  expended  liberally  for  the  support  of  his  &mily 
and  the  education  of  his  children,  he  has  a  surplus  left 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  created  by  him 
and  a  portion  of  the  principal;  and  in  pursuing  thb  course, 
year  aher  year,  he  finds  hunaelf  at  last,  after  a  well  spent 
life,  out  of  debt;  and  he  then  calls  his  farm  his  own.  The 
children,  following  the  example  of  their  fiithers,  pursue 
the  same  course,  and  theif  labors  and  perseverance  are 
in  like  manner  rewarded. 

If,  sir,  we  follow  those  of  our  citizens  who  emigrate 
to  the  West;  see  them  settie  upon  the  land  purchased 
by  the  scanty  means  thev  nuty  have  left  after  they  shall 
have  reached  the  spotortheu*  choice;  observe  the  forest 
fall  before  their  axe;  the  ground  cleared  for  their  crops; 
the  log  house  first  built,  and  then,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  the  more  stately  mansion  erected  to  supply  its 
place;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  must  be  admitted  that 
their  sufferings  are  infinitely  g^reater  than  that  of  any  por- 
tion of  our  Southern  brethren;  and  yet,  sir,  these  pioneers 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  without  a  murmur. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  casting  the  sfichtest 
reproach  upon  our  Southern  brethren  on  account  of  their 
alleged  sufferings  and  grievances,  nor  have  I  adverted  to 
it  in  the  spirit  of  unkinaness;  apd  while  I  admit  that  they 
have  had  cause  of  complaint,  yet,  I  consider  that  they 
have  not  only  magnified  their  complaints,  but  they  do  not 
attribute  the  cause  to  the  right  source. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject.  It  appears  from  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  whole  of  the 
national  debt  which  remained  unpaid  at  the  commence- 
ment ofthe  present  year  amounted  only  to  seven  million 
sixteen  thousand  dollars;  a  sum  less  than  the  market  va- 
lue ofthe  stock  ofthe  Bank  of  the  United  States  owned 
by  the  Government;  consequently  it  may  fairly  be  con- 
ceded, that  we  can  say  we  have  no  lon^r  a  public  debt. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  m  their  report  on 
the  bill  under  conaderation,  have  truly  observed  that; 

**  The  time  and  the  occasion,  whilst  they  are  fitted  to 
awaken  the  noblest  feelings  of  the  patriot,  and  to  give 
confidence  and  ardor  to  the  principles  and  hopes  of  every 
friendof  republican  institutions,  call  also  upon  us,  with 
equal  force,  to  discharge  the  weighty,  honorable,  and 
practicable  duties  to  wnich  we  have  been  cordially  in- 
vited by  our  Chief  Magistrate — the  removal  of  those  finan- 
cial <  burdens  which  may  be  found  to  fall  unequally  up- 
on any,'  and  '  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  such  a 
limit  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  simplicitv  of  an  eco- 
nomical Government,  and  necessary  to  an  efiScient  public 
service.' " 

As  the  Government,  therefore,  has  more  means  in  the 
Treasury  than  sufficient  to  pay  off  and  extinguish  every 
dollarof  the  national  debt;  and  as  the  natioiud  revenue 
from  customs  and  other  sources  will  amount,  under  the 
present  tariff  law,  to  nearly  thirty  millions  annually; 
whilst  the  annual  expenses  ofthe  Government,  hereafter, 
will  not  exceed  fifteen  millions  annuaUy,  it  seems  to  me 
that  no  solid  objection  can  be  raised  against  a  reduction 
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of  duties  at  this  time.  The  committee,  in  thdr  report 
already  alluded  to  on  that  sabjeet,  hare  made  use  of  this 
strong^  langfua^:  -**  To  this  annuiJ  amount  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions must  the  rerenue  be  reduced.  AQ  beyond  this  must 
be  a  needless  burden  upon  the  people  $  a  tax  ftlling  di- 
rectly or  in^ectly  upon  the  hnd  and  labor  >of  the  coun- 
try, certainly  injurious  in  its  effects^  and  probably  une- 
qual $  enriching  the  treasury  only  to  divide  and  distract 
our  public  council^  by  tempting  to  expenditures  of  doubt- 
ful constitutional  right,  or  mconsistent  with  the  simplicity 
of  republican  institutions,  staimng  their  purity  and  ha- 
zarding their  permanency.'* 

The  nonorable  eentieman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  hr- 
esBsoLi.,]  one  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  is 
true,  seems  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  respect  to  the  means  now 
in  the  treasury  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  national 
debt.  But,  although  I  entertain  the  highest  respect 
for  the  talents  of  that  able  repreaentatire,  yet,  sir,  when 
his  opinion  is  put  in  opposition  to  the  distinguished  indi- 
vidual at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  Uiat 
opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  chairman  and  all  the  mem- 
bers of  that  committee,  except  himself,  I  feel  constnuned 
to  believe  the  Secretary  when  he  assures  us  that,  unless 
something  is  now  done  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  we  shall  have,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  year^  from  five  to  nine  miUions  remaining  in 
the  treasury  unappropriated.  And,  unless  Congress  now 
interposes,  the  receips  will  roll  up  and  retain  a  danger- 
ous surplus  in  the  treasury,  which,  it  is  to  be  apprehenaed, 
may  endanger  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  permap 
nency  of  the  Union  itself,  in  the  strun^le  for  its  distribu- 
tion. And,  sir,  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  observation,  that 
those  gentlemen  who  now  oppose  this  bill  iJl  concur  in 
this  opinion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Chojlts,]  made  use  of  the  following  observation  in  his 
speech  in  this  House  on  th&t  subject  a  few  days  since: 

**  A  vote  of  the  House  this  morning  (said  that  honora- 
ble genUeman)  seems  to  indicate  that  our  minds  are  not  yet 
fully  made  up  on  the  practicabili^,  or  inexpediency,  or 
ri^t,  of  effecting  such  a  distribution.     [Alluding  to  a  di- 
vision of  the  surplus  funds  among  the  States.]    On  the 
other  hand,  the  accumulation  of ,  money  annually  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  is  still  less  to  be  thought  of.  Up- 
on this  point  the  opinion  and  practice  of  all  modern  states- 
men are  decided  and  uniform.  No'  Government  li^^s  up 
gold  or  silver,  or  any  other  form  of  wealth  in  its  coffers." 
Unless  we  pass  some  bill  at  this  time,  reducing  the 
revenue,  Congrress  ought,  at  least,  to  make  some  dispo- 
aition  now  with  respect  to  the  surplus  money  which  will 
be  accumulating  during  the  present  year$  and,  I  would 
ask,  what  shall  be  done  with  it?    ShaiU  we  pass  a  law  au- 
thorizing commissioners  qf  loans  to  be  appointed  in  the 
several  counties  in  this  Union  for  the  purpose  of  loaning 
out  the  money  to  the  public  on  bond  and  mortgage?  No; 
for  in  a  few  years  the  whole  landed  property  in  the  coun- 
try would  be  mortgaged  to  the  Government.     Shall  we, 
then,  pass  a  law  authorizing  Ae  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  invest  it  in  the  stocks  of  the  incorporated  compa^ 
nies?  No;  for  we  should  tiiereby  interfere  with  the  rignts 
of  the  citizens,  and  reduce  their  income  upon  the  stocks 
they  now  hold. 

>Vhat,  then,  shall  be  done  with  it?  I  answer,  there  is, 
sir,  but  one  opinion  with  respect  to  it;  and  in  that  opi- 
nion all  of  those  who  have  opposed,  most  strenuously 
opposed,  the  passage  of  this  bill,  concur.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.'CHOiTSJ  makes  use 
-of  the  foUowing  able  remarks  in  relation  to  it: 

**  I  consider  it  to  be  the  settied  opinion  of  the  country 
(says  that  genUeman)  that  the  national  revenue  ought  to 
be  restricted  to,  and  measured  by,  the  necessanr  annual 
expenditure  of  the  Government,  out  of  debt«  and  econo- 


mically administered.  The  public  demand  is^  I  think, 
that  the  tariff  be  so  constructed  as  to  yield  that  amount  of 
revenue  and  no  more;  and  if  the  tariff  of  the  last  sesnon 
shall  be  found,  on  a  lull  experiment,  to  yield  more  than 
that,  sooner  or  later  it  must,  of  eour^e,  be  altered.  In 
other  words,  if  fifteen  millions  a  year  will  administer  the 
Government,  fifteen  millions  are  aU  which  we  can  perma* 
nentl^  collect  from  imposts." 

This,  sir,  is  the  opinion  of  one  who  has  taken  a  decided 
ground  a^nst  the  passage  of  any  bill  at  this  session. 
And,  sir,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  all  who  have  oppos* 
ed  it  have  concurred  in  the  same  opinion. 
*  And  now,  ar,  mnce  thb  point  cannot  be  controverted, 
why  not  let  us  set  about  adjusting  the  tariff  now?  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  conndered  the  advocate  of  the  bill  in  the 
sh4pe  it  was  reported  by  the  committee,  but  am  wilUng 
to  vote  for  the  amendment  proposed  bv  mv  colleague, 
[Mr.  Writk,]  and  if  that  is  not  deemed  by  the  firiends  dT 
our  manufacturing  interest  a  sufficient  protection,  then  i 
calUupon  them  to  present  us  with  such  an  amendment  as 
will  flSlbrd  them  as  ample  a  protection  as  the  amount  re- 
quired for  the  national  expenditure  will  justify.  And,  sir, 
if  I  may  be  permitted  to  take  the  liberty  which  has  been 
taken  by  otner  gentiemen  on  this  floor,  that  of  adverting 
to  the  observations  of  gentiemen  who  are  not  members  of 
this  House,  but  who  are  now  present,  and  without  the 
bar,  then  I  can  assure  the  committee  that  I  have  been  in* 
formed  by  a  manufacturing  gentleman  of  high  standing  in 
this  country,  and  one  who  has  a  large  capital  at  stake  ui 
that  interest,  that  he  could  prepare  such  an  amendment 
to  tiie  biU  as  would  not  only  be  acceded  to  by  the  mem- 
bers from  the  Southern  and  Eastern  sections  of  the  ooun- 
fry,  but  such  an  one  as  would  afford  ample « protection  ta 
the  manufacturers;  and  at  hb  instance  I  introduced  the 
subject  to  the  Comnuttee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  recdv- 
ed  from  the  chairman  of  that  committee  for  answer  that, 
so  fkr  as  regarded  himself,  he  was  willing  to  make  any 
fair  and  honorable  concession  or  compromise  of  the  ques- 
tion. Since,  tiien,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  manufi^turers 
to  present  such  an  amendment,  I  call  upon  the  friends  of 
that  interest  to  come  forward  at  this  time  with  it  imd  I  v/Ul 
give  it  my  cordial  support. 

The  chief  objections  which  have  been  raised  by  those 
opposed  to  this  bill  against  the  passage  of  any  modified 
Uriff  at  this  session  are,  first,  that  the  act  of  1832  has  not 
yet  gone  into  operation. 

And,  sir,  is  that  a  solid  objection  against  our  acting  up- 
on the  subject  now  ?  I  should  thmk  not  The  l|iw  of  the 
last  year,  it  is  true,  has  not  yet  gone  into  operation,  and 
therefore  it  is  the  snne  as  though  no  law  had  passed  at 
that  time  in  reference  to  it.  The  subject  was  ably  dis- 
cussed in  this  House,  which  then  consisted  of  the  same 
members.  We  have  therefore  the  benefit  not  only  of  all 
the  light  which  was  communicated  to  us  at  that  sesnon 
fresh  m  our  minds,  but  we  have  this  further  and  import- 
ant  fiict  presented  to  us,  and  already  adverted  to,  namely, 
that  unless  we  pass  an  act  at  this  session,  further  modify- 
ing the  tariff,  the  revenue  will  exceed  by  several  millions 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  the  ensuing  year. 

If,  stf,  we  believe  the  statement  made  by  the  Secre* 
tary  qf  the  Treasury,  and  we  must  repose  confidence 
somewhere,  then,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  no  rational  ob* 
jection  can  be  raised  against  the  passage  of  a  bill  now. 

The  next  and  principal  objection  which  has  been  urged 
against  the  passagfe  of  any  bill  at  this  session  is,  because 
South  Carofini^  ^  prospectively  nullified  the  law  of  last 
sesnon.  The  honorable  genUeman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Choate,]  whose  spjeech  I  have  already  referred  to, 
makes  use  of  the  following  observations  in  relation  to  that 
objection: 

**  It  would  be  mere  affectation  In  me,"  says  that  gen- 
tieman,  **  sir,  to  pretend  not  to  see  that  this  bill  is  intro* 
duced  because  South  Csrofina.bas  prospectively  nullified 
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the  law  which  we  made  in  pari  muteria,  five  months  ago. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  does 
fiot,  to  be  sure,  say  this  in  his  speech,  or  in  his  report,  but 
^here  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child,  in  the  United  States, 
«who  does  not  know  it." 

I  am  free  to  admit  tiiat  it  is  deeply  to  be  lamented  that 
resistance  has  been  so  threatened  and  manifested,  that  it 
"ia  difficult  to  settle  this  question  without  adopting^  measures 
to  which  we  may  seem  to  have  been  driven  by  violence 
xather  than  to  have  been  }ed  by  the  calm  consideration  of 
political  wisdom.  But  this  imputation,  which  the  folly  or 
the  pride  of  others  may  cast  upon  us,  ought  not  to  shake 
our  firmness.  We  oup^ht  to  do  right,  and  disregard  what 
may  be  thought  or  said  of  our  motives.  We  ought  to 
proceed  to  that  adjustment  of  a  great  measure  which  the 
condition  of  the  country  and  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
may  seem  to  demand. 

Again,  it  has  been  stated  on  this  floor,  during  the  course 
of  the  debate,  that  the  President  does  not  desire  th^  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  at  this  session ;  and  this  has  been  urged 
by  those  opposed  to  the  measure  as  another  objection 
against  it. 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  the  slightest  foundation  for 
this  last  objection,  because  it  is  well  known  that,  in  his 
message  which  he  sent  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  in 
December  last,  after  adverting  to  the  fact,  and  congra- 
tulating his  fellow-citizens  on  the  near  approach  of  the 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  he  recommended  the 
subject  to  Congress  in  the  following  words: 

*'  The  final  removal  of  this  great  burden  [alluding  to 
the  public  debt,]  from  our  resources,  aifords  the  means 
of  further  provision  for  all  the  objects  of  general  welfare 
and  public  defence  which  the  constitution  authorizes,  and 
presents  the  occasion  for  such  further  reduction  in  the  re- 
venue as  may  not  be  required  for  them.  From  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  will  be  seen  that,  after 
the  present  year^  1831,  such  a  reduction  may  be  made  to 
a  considerable  extent,  and  the  subject  is  earnestiy  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration,  of  Congress,  in  the  hope 
that  the  combined  wisdom  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  will  devise  such  means  of  effecting  that  salutary 
object  as  may  remove  those  burdens  which  shall  be  found 
to  fall  unequally  .upon  any,  and  as  xot^y  promote  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  community. 

That  part  of  the  message  which  recommends  a  further 
reduction  of  the  tariff  was  referred  by  the  House  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  committee,  in 
compliance  with  that  recommendation  reported  the  bill 
now  under  consideration. 

The  President  has,  therefore,  met  the  question,  as  he 
has  always  met  every  thing,  with  firmness.  He  is  not  a 
man  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility  he  has  thus  assumed. 
He  has  discharged  his  duty  to  his  country,  fearless  of  any 
miserable  imputation  that  folly  might  cast  upon  his  mo- 
tives. And  he  has  given  the  strongest  illustration  that 
he  possesses  the  bojd  and  independent  bearing,  the  up- 
right and  honorable  perseverance,  that  the  times  require. 
Indeed,  there  seems  to  be  but  one  opinion  now  among  the 
friends  of  the  Union  with  respect  to  that  distinguished  in- 
dividual, and  that  is,  that  in  these  perilous  times,  when  the 
mania  of  change  is  shedding  its  disastrous  mildews  over 
our  own  highly  favored  land,  that  it  is  a  source  of  gratu- 
lation  that  we  have  a  tried  and  talented  Chief  MagisU'ate 
in  the  chair  of  State^  whose  firmness  may  be  compared  to 
the  rock  by  the  sea  shore,  at  whose  base  the  mighty  bil- 
lows may  dash  in  vain,  and  around  whose  head  the  gather- 
ing tempest  may  burst  without  injury. 

Nor  need  we  fear  to  be  reproached  with  cowardly 
yielding  to  violence  and  menace,-  in  passing  tiiis  bill,  when 
the  same  reproach  must  fall  on  him  who  recommended  it; 
and  such  a  reproach  i^poa  such  a  man  would  be  ridicu- 
lous. No,  sir,  rather  let  us  follow  the  example  of  mag- 
nanimity h^  has  set  us;  like  him,  and  like  the  rock  against 


which  the  tempest  vainly  beats,  let  us  disregard  the  as- 
saults that  may  be  made  upon  our  motives;  and  standing 
firm  and  erect  at  the  post  of  duty,  we  shall  be  partakers 
with  him  of  the  high  rewards  of  patriotism — the  approba- 
tion of  our  consciences,  and  the  thanks  of  a  country  de- 
livered from  anarchy  and  blood. 

The  President  having  discharged  his  duty,  it  becomes 
those  who  approve  of  £e  measures  he  has  recommended, 
to  sustain  him..  We  have  therefore  much  to  do.  But  it 
has  been  said  on  this  floor,  that  we  ought  not  to  pass  a 
bill  at  this  time  modifying  the  tariff;  because  it  will  be  al- 
leged ^hat  we  have  been  coerced  into  the  measure.  Sir, 
in  the  present  crisis  of  our  country,  it  may  be  well  to  re- 
view the  course  and  the  principles  of  sages  and  patriots 
of  other  days,  and  see  whether,  in  the  di9cbai]ge  of  a  pa- 
triotic duty,  they  feared  to  encounter  suspicion  and  re- 
proach for  their  country's  deliverance. 

If  those  men  who  founded  our  republic  wavered  not  in 
their  purpose  when  the  terrors  and  ignominy  of  the  scaf- 
fold were  before  them,  when  they  knew  that  their  blood 
must  cement  the  foundation  of  the  structiire  they  reared, 
and  they  themselves  become  the  first  sacrifice  in  the  tem- 
ple of  libertv  which  they  dedicated,  and  in  which  we 
worship,  shall  we  be  dismayed;  we  who  have  lived  to  see 
beyond  the  clouds  that  were  then  shrouding  their  foot- 
steps? Lost,  it  seems  to  me,  must  he  be  to  every  gene- 
rous,  every  patriotic  emotion,  who  is  not  ready  to  come 
up  with  heart  and  hand  to  this  work.  There  is  no  room 
for  wavering.  We  are  acting  for  our  country,  and  our 
motto  should  be  "  Our  country,  our  whole  country,  and 
ndthing  but  our  country."  We  have  been  told,  that  on 
the  decision  of  this  question,  on  our  prudence  and  energy 
may  depend  the  existence  of  these  States,  or  at  least  their 
Unipn;  and  to  us  there  is  no  distinction  between  existence 
and  union.  If,  then,  so  much  may  depend  upon  our  wis- 
dom, how.  deeply  important  that  we  now  act  with  cool- 
ness and  candor,  remembering  that  we  must  answer  for 
the  conclusions  at  which  we  arrive,  at  the  bar  of  a  re- 
deemed or  a  ruined  nation. 

We  have  heard  it  asserted  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vintow,] 
who,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  influenced  by  the  purest  of 
motives,  that  he  would  rather  see  the  land  stained,  and 
our  rivers  flow,  with  American  blood,  than  sc^  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  broken  down  or  impaired  in 
the  slightest  degree.  Sir,  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall  never 
live  to  see  the  happening  of  either  event.  Indeed,  I 
should,  so  far  as  regards  myself,  much  rather  settle  the 
question  now,  and  save  our  constitution,  than  that  tiie  life  of 
even  one  solitary  individual  should  fall  a  sacrifice  Uirough 
our  neglect  or  omission  to  do  our  duty  at  this  time. 

From  the  course  the  debate  has  taken,  the  subject,  I 
regret  to  say,  has  now  assumed  a  solemn  aspect.  If  it  is 
not  to  be  read  in  the  solemnity  with  which  ws  daily  assem- 
ble, or  the  voice  and  countenances  of  each  member  of 
this  House,  it  will  be  discovered  by  the  numerous  public 
meetings  held  throughout  our  country,  the  agitated  state 
which  now  exists  in  the  public  mind,  and  by  the  great 
number  of  gentlemen  ot  distinction  who  are  now  here 
from  every  section  of  our  country  inquiring  what  is  to  be 
done  tP  save  our  Union. 

The  evidence  is  written  on  every  heart,  that  we  are  on 
the  brink  of  an  awful  precipice;  and  whether  we  shall 
escape  pr  be  dashed  into  the  depths  below.  He  only 
knows  who  rules  in  the  heavens  and  governs  the  nations 
upon  earth.. 

We  boast,  and  well  we  may  boast,  of  our  ancestry  of 
statesmen,  and  heroes,  and  martyrs  in  our  country's  cause 
Uiat  no  soil  but  our  own  hasreareds  and  shall  we,  who  sit 
here,  be  regardless  of  our  responsibility,  and  forgetful 
that  there  is  intrusted  to  us  all  that  the  patriot  holds 
sacred — all  that  we  cherish  and  love?  Our  country  is  ia 
danger}  let  patriotism  awake;  dead  to  every  other  feel- 
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ing,  to  every  little  and  local  interest,  let  us  obey  its  holy 
impulse,  and  save  our  country. 

In  this  place  of  high  responsibility  we  must  act. 

For  one,  I  would  gladly  relinquish  my  seat  to  the  hum- 
blest of  my  countrymen  who  would  brin?  more  prudence 
and  intelligence  to  this  momentous  question.  But,  while 
1  say  this,  I  would  yield  to  no  one  \n  sincerity  of  heart, 
and  devotion  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  proudest 
land  under  heaven. 

On  us,  at  this  moment,  are  fUed  the  eyes  and  the  hopes 
of  tlfis  great  people;  they  have  trembled  as  they  foresaw 
this  coming  evil,  but  they  had  no  power  to  avert  it;  the 
strengfth  is  delegfated  to  us,  and  for  them  we  must  act. 

And  not  only  are  the  eyes  of  our  country  fixed  on  us, 
but  the  friends  of  the  Union  in  that  State  on  which  the 
severest  of  the  impending  evils  must  fall  are  now  asking 
our  protection,  and  look  forward  to  the  result  of  our 
councils  with  intense  an](iety. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  within  these  walls  the  language  and 
resentful  feeling  addressed  to  the  misguided  people  of 
that  State.  Shall  we  feel  indignation  towards  the  majority 
of  that  people,  or  the  evil  counsellors  that  have  misled 
them,  and  have  we  no  sympathy  for  a  noble  and  true 
hearted  minority;  a  minority  that  remembers  they  are 
Americans;  that  look  upon  the  nation  whose  representa- 
tives we  are,  not  as  a  foreign  lord  with  which  they  may 
contract  and  dissolve  alliances  at  pleasure,  but  as  their 
own,  their  native  land,  to  which  they  owe  an  allegiance 
as  absolute  and  as  dear  as  that  which  binds  them  to  the 
spot  of  their  birth;  a  minority  that  remembers  they  have 
sworn  allegiance,  not  only  to  a  part  but  to  the  whole  of 
that  country  which  all  are  proud  to  call  their  own,  and 
who  declare  themselves  ready  to  suffer  all  the  persecu- 
tions and  oppressions  that  are  prepared  for'tliem,  rather 
than  swerve  from  their  sworn  allegiance?  Sir,  there  are 
no  men  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  more  deseiying  the 
sympathy  of  the  brave  and  patriotic,  whether  we  consi- 
der the  perils  to  which  they  are  exposed,  or  the  spirit 
with  which  they  meet  it,  than  the  friends  of  our  great 
Union,  in  South  Carolina.  Pass  this  bill,  and  you  save 
them  from  a  state  in  which  it  is  to  be  apprehended  they 
must  either  engage  in  deadly  strife  with  their  brethren,  or 
submit  to  an  usurpation  the  most  cruel  and  unrelenting. 
Sir,  I  confess,  I  am  not  insensible  to  this  claim  0)i  my 
sympathy;  and  while  I  avow  my  desire,  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  to  give  relief  to  them  and  peace  to  our  whole 
land,  I  do  avow  that  I  am  ready  to  give  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  General  Government  (as  I  trust  we  shall  do) 
the  most  ample  powers  for  their  protection,  that  it  may 
be  enabled  to  defend  this  gallant  and  patriotic  minority 
from  its  oppressors,  and  to  save,  with  the  shield  of  the 
Union,  those  who  have  dared  to  be  faithful  to  the  Union. 

And  when  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  patriotism  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  in  behalf  of  the  institutions  of  our  coun- 
try,when  they  are  told  that  their  constitution  is  in  danger; 
that  their  peace  and  prosperity  will  be  blighted;  their  re- 
publican principles  trampled  upon;  their  hopes  of  hap- 
piness in  their  beloved  land  forever  blasted;  tell  them 
this,  and  a  spirit  would  go  forth  rousing  the  sono  of 
liberty  in  their  strength,  and  millions  would  go  forth  and 
beg  the  privilege  of  dying  as  their  fathers  died,  and  of 
leaving  to  their  children  the  legacy  of  a  martyr's  name. 

But  may  we  not  hope,  that  at  this  time  every  man  will 
come  up  with  a  high  devoted  spirit  of  patriot  feeling,  and 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  the  common  welfare  every  pre- 
judice that  will  weaken  or  distract  at  such  a  crisis? 

In  such  a  spirit  as  this  was  the  independence  achieved; 
in  such  a  spirit  was  our  constitution  framed;  and  both 
have  been  generously  maintained  until  the  present  time, 
when  the  want  of  this  spirit  threatens  to  sap  the  founda- 
tions of  the  one,  and  blot  out  the  existence  of  the  other. 

It  is  a  proud  refTection  to  know  that  our  prosperity  at 
present,  and  our  prospect  for  the  future,  all  unite  in| 


teaching  us  that  we  are  destined  to  become  a  great,  ts 
we  are  a  glorious,  nation.  The  sun  in  his  course  shines 
not  on  a  prouder  land  than  ours;  it  visits  no  happier 
clime;  his  beams  rest  on  the  mansion  of  the  rich,  and  he 
is  blessed  and  protested  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  honest 
and  hard-earned  wealth.  His  rays  slune  on  the  thatched 
roof  of  the  peasant,  and  he  thanks  God  for  his  cot  and 
his  home,  in  this  his  native  or  adopted  land.  In  the  arts 
and  sciences  we  have  prospered,  and  we  are  advancing 
with  rapid  steps  to  a  high  place  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  And  this  great  charge  is  committed  to  our  trust, 
to  be  given  to  posterity,  with  none  of  its  glory  obscured; 
robbed  of  none  of  the  jewels  of  its  crown. 

It  is  well  known  that  we  are  making  the  grand  expe- 
riment of  self-government,  and  on  our  success  or  fiulure 
hang  the  hopes  of  a  rising  world.  There  have  been 
Governments  styled  republics,  and  ruled  by  tyrants  who 
taught  the  people  that  they  were  free,  while  tlie  chains 
were  forging  for  their  necks.  Rome  was  a  republic;  but 
liberty  there  was  only  a  name  for  licentiousness,  or  a 
cloak  for  despotism.  Greece  was  a  repubtic;  while  a 
demagogue  swayed  the  ignorant  and  deluded  multitude, 
and  needed  but  a  sceptre  to  make  him  a  king. 

But  where  are  thes^  republics?  The  sepulchre  of 
nations  is  inscribed  with  their  epitaph.  The  names  that 
consumed  their  foundations  still  burn  as  beacons  to  warn 
us  of  their  fate.  They  perished  (as  we  must  perish,  if 
we  ever  perish)  by  their  own  hands.  Invincible  in  arms, 
a  world  could  not  enslave  them,  while  the  factious  spirit 
of  a  few  spread  the  elements,  of  discord  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  rendered  them  an  easy  prey  to  a  foreign  enemy. 
And  thus  it  may  be  with  us.  Sunder  the  cords  that  unite  • 
us  together;  erect  each  State  into  an  independent  natien; 
arouse  the  jealousy  and  ill  will  and  contention,  that  wouki 
naturally  spring  from  such  a  state  of  things,  and  the  last 
ray  of  liberty  is  extinguished.  • 

I  feel  reluctant  to  believe  that  the  seeds  of  disunion  are, 
at  this  early  period  of  our  existence  as  a  nation,  sown  in 
our  republic,  or  that  a  people  who  govern  themselves 
cannot  be  their  own  rulers;  and,  I  trust  in  heaven,  not- 
withstanding our  present  difficulties,  that  this  Government  ' 
will  be  transmitted  unimpaired  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration, until  the  end  of  time.  Certun  I  am  that  there  is 
none  here  ready  to  stand  by  and  witness  the  prostration 
and  the  sacrifice  of  those  principles  >n  which  this  Gov- 
ernment was  laid,  and  in  wnich  it  has  advanced  to  its  pre- 
sent greatness.  I  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  this  HoOse, 
by  every  motive  that  can  rouse  an  American  heart,  or 
move  an  American  arm,  to  come  forward  (to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  sages  of  the  revolution,)  '<in  that  spirit  of 
amity  and  mutual  concession  thd  peculiarity  of  our  poli- 
tical situation  renders  indispensable,"  and  settle  at  this 
time  the  question  which  is  now  before  us,  and  which,  it 
must  be  admitted,  has  given  rise  to  the  difficulties  in 
which  we  are  now  unhappily  involved.  I  call  once  more 
upon  those  gentlemen  representing  the  manufacturing 
interest,  to  bring  forward  their  amendments  to  this  bill,  if 
any  further  are  required  to  preserve  the  manufacturing 
establishments. 

I  will  conclude  by  observing  that  I  believe,  religiously 
believe,  that  a  more  favorable  opportunity  will  not  soon 
occur  again  in  a  way  to  secure  a  permanent  protection  to 
our  manufacturing  establishments;  for  if  the  estimated 
statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  prove 
true,  and  we  shoulv}  have,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  year,  from  eight  to  nine  millions  of  money  in  the 
treasury  unappropriated,  the  people  will  call  for  a  much 
greater  reduction  than  is  now  asked  for.  ,It  cannot  be 
that  any  interest  in  the  country  is  so  infatuated  as  to  ima- 
gine that  an  intelligent  people  will  ever  consent,  for  the 
protection  of  any  particular  interest,  to  tax  themselves 
in  order  to  raise  millions  of  dollars  more  tlian  can  -be 
wanted  for  the  publk:  ezpenditiue;  and,  I  may  further 
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from  men  who  had  not  one  dollar  invested  in  any  manu- 
facturing estabriahmenty  and  who  were  called  free  trade 
men,  but  who  bad  ample  opportunity  to  investigate  and 
understand  the  subject.  He  had  also,  some  experience 
of  his  own^  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  if  the  bill 
before  the  comnuttee  should  pass  into  a  uw,  every  cotton 
and  woollen  factory  in  the  Union  Texcepting,  perhaps, 
the  one  owned  by  the  jgpentleman  from  Georgia,)  [Mr. 
Ckattov,]  would  be  either  severely  crippled  in  its 
operations,  or  utterly  ruined  and  destroved. 

Believing  this,  said  ICr.  W.,  he  could  not  vote  for  this 
bill,  with  its  present  provisions.    He  would,  with  the 

{»ermission  of  the  committee,  read  a  short  extract  of  a 
etter  which  he  had  received  on  this  subject 

"  I  have  looked  over  his  [Mr.  Vebplaitck's]  report 
which  you  sent  me,  and  cannot  help  tlunking  that  the 
cotton  manufacturers  have  not  had  justice  done  them.  I 
approved  of  the  principle  of  the  tariff  of  1816  as  a  baMp, 
but  think  that  principle  has  not  been  preserved  in  the  bill 
reported.  The  act  of  1816  established  the  minimum  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  yard  on  cotton  cloth,  and  sixty  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  pound  on  white  and  colored  cotton 
yarn.  Had  these  minimums  been  preserved  I  believe 
the  cotton  manu&ctories  could  have  lived;  but  without 
them  thev  must  be  destroyed.  On  bar  iron  the  act  of 
1816  enforced  a  duty  of  nine  dollars  per  ton,  and  the 
present  bill  proposes  as  the  lowest,  fifteen  dollars.  Here 
appears  to  me  a  manifest  preference  of  Pennsylvania  to 
New  England.'* 

But,  said  Mr.  W.,  if  it  were  now  necessary  to  pass 
another  tariff  bill;  if  the  **  signs  of  the  timea"  impe- 
riously demanded  from  Congress  another  law,  reducmg 
the  duties  still  more  than  the  act  ef  July  last,  this  was 
not,  in  his  humble  judgment,  such  a  bill  as  ought  to  meet 
with  a  favorable  consideration*  It  is  manifestly  unequal 
in  its  i^fqvisipns,  and  must  be  so  in  its  effects.  This  bill 
proposes  to  reduce  the  duties  on  cottons  and  woollens  to 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  It  leaves  brown  sugar  at 
two  cents  per  pound,  and  clayed  and  white  sugar  at  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound.  This,  the  Secretary  of  the 
lYeasury  tells  us,  is  eqi^al  to  forty-ox  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. If,  however,  instead  of  two  cents  the  pound  weight 
it  was  converted  into  a  duty  of  forty-six  per  cent,  on  the 

Crime  cost  of  the  article,  the  duty  might  then  be  tolera- 
le.  On  some  kinds  of  sugars  it  would  be  about  one  cent 
the  pound  weight.  Mr.  W.  conndered  sujnr  as  one  of 
the  necessaries  of  life.  Next  to  breadstuffs,  it  was  the 
most  important  article  of  home  consumption.  The  poor 
people  of  the  North  depended  on  it  tor  subsistence  as 
much  as  they  did  on  their  bread.  It  affords  a  nourish 
ment  equal  to  that  of  any  food  on  which  man  subsists; 
and  yet  this  article  of  food  so  necessary  to  all  classes^  of 
people,  pays  a  duty  by  this  bill,  accordmg  to  a  statement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  forty-six  pep  cent, 
and  on  some  kinds  of  sugars,  as  Mr.  W.  believed,  of  at 
least  seventy-five  per  cent^  while  the  protective  duty  on 
cottons  and  woollens  was  reduced  to  twenty  per  cent., 
and  that  on  raw  wool  to  fifteen  per  cent. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Let  us  compare  these  interests,  and  as- 
certain if  there  be  such  necessity  of  making  the  discrimi- 
nation as  is  made  by  the  bill  berore  us.  Sugar  is  grown 
and  made  only  in  one  State  of  this  Union.  No  one  pre- 
tends that  it  can  be  made  with  any  degree  of  profit  in  any 
other  State  but  Louisiana,  and  possibly  in  some  parts  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida.  There  are  now  engaged  in  the 
sugar  business  only  about  700  men  {  at  the  most  800 ;  and 
a  majority  of  these  are  gentlemen  of  fortune.  The  capi- 
tal invested  in  the  cotton  factory  business  alone,  far  exceeds 
the  capital  emploved  in  the  sugar  business.  Cotton  &c- 
tories  can  be  established  in  all  parts  of  the  Uiuon,  and  all 
classes  of  oar  citizens  can,  if  they  please,  become  more  or 
less  interested  in  them*  One  would  naturally  suppose, 
themselves}  men  who  are  interested  in  this  question^  but] therefore,  that  the  greater  the  interest  the  greater  the 


ask,  if  sneh  a  protection  could  be  given  at  the  hazard  of 
tfie  public  peace,  would  it  become  those  who  hold  it,  to 
be  so  selfish  as  to  require  it?  And  what  is  there  in  the 
work  of  the  republic,  to  save  the  interest  that  might  be 
thus  protected  from  the  common  ruin  that  would  over- 
whelm all  our  interests,  all  our  hopes? 

Mr.  WARDW£LL,  of  New  York,  said,  thatsoon  after 
the  bill  now  under  discusdon  was  reported  bv  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  he  had  determined  to  give  his 
reasons  at  larae,  whv  it  ought  not  to  pass  into  a  law.  He 
had  examined  its  oetuls^  and  believed  he  understood 
some  of  its  prori^ns,  and  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
state  the  motives  which  would  govern  him  in  recording 
his  vote  against  it.  But  so  much  had  been  said  on  the 
subject, -and  he  had  been  anticipated  in  his  arguments  by 
so  many  gentlemen,  that  he  luid  nnce  concluded  to  re- 
main, as  he  had  heretofore  done,  entirely  ulent{  and  he 
would  not  now  have  troubled  the  committee  with  any 
observations,  had  it  not  been  that  some  gentlemen,  not 
being  content  with  occupving  the  time  of  the  House  for 
several  hours,  have  thought  proper  to^ve  the  committee 
a  second,  third,  and  even  a  fourth,  edition  of  their  vety 
lengthy  arguments.  Mr.  W.  had,  therefore,  conoluded 
that  the  committee  would  not  now  take  it  unkindly  if  he 
trespassed  on  their  attention  for  a  few  moments. 

He  did  not  conader  himself  an  ultra  tariff  man.  The 
constitution  under  which  Con&press  now  acts  was  estab- 
lished on  principles  of  mutual  concession  and  compro- 
mise. It  was  on  these  principles  alone  the  Union  must 
rest;  it  could  not  long  be  sustained  by  force.  It  was  on 
these  principles  he  acted  at  the  last  session  in  voting  for 
the  tariff  bdl  which  passed  by  such  unexampled  unan- 
nnity.  He  voted  with  the  friends  of  the  bill  throughout, 
and  when  it  became  a  law,  no  man  was  more  rejoiced  than 
himself  at  so  important  a  result.  Six  millions  of  taxes 
were  taken  from  the  burdens  of  the  people  by  that  law, 
and  he  considered  it  an  earnest,  and  so  he  thought  the 
South  ought  now  to  conader  it,  that  after  the  law  should* 

Snnto  operation,  and  it  was  found  that  it  still  bore  upon 
e  South  too  heavily  or  unequally,  that  a  further  reduc- 
tion should  be  made  by  a  subsequent  Congress,  having 
due  regard,  however,  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  aJl. 
He  did  not  suppose  he  should  he  called  upon  so  soon, 
before  even  any  part  of  that  law  had  gone  into  operation, 
to  vote  for  a  much  greater  reduction  of  duties  than  was 
anticipated  by  any  moderate  man  at  the  last  session  of 
Conmss.  It  appeared  to  him  that  no  circumstances 
had  nappened  which  imptfiously  required  such  further 
reductions  before  it  was  possible  to  ascertain  the  effect 
which  the  law  of  July  could  have  upon  the  country.  It 
further  appeared  to  him  that  the  moderate  men  at  the 
South  ougnt  not  to  require  it  at  this  session.  Gentlemen 
from  the  South  ought  to  reflect  that  this  system,  which  is 
now  sought  to  be  destroyed,  was  not  the  creature  of  a 
day  or  a  year.  The  duties  on  imports  had  been  gradually 
increasing  from  the  vear  1816  to  1833.  Large  and  exten- 
sive establishments  nad  grown  up  under  the  various  laws 
which  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  enacted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  country.  And,  said  Mr.  W.,  are  these 
establishments  now  to  be  utterly  prostrated  in  a  moment? 
Surely  the  South  will  not  require  so  great  a  sacrifice  of 

Property  without  at  least  one  year's  warning.  Men  of 
usiness  had  made  their  arrangements  for  uie  ensuing 
year.  A  large  amount  of  property  had  been  invested  in 
the  various  employments  of  life,  which  are  intimately 
connected  with  the  tariff  laws.  The  merchant  had  sent 
out  bis  ships;  the  manufacturer  had  purchased  his  stock 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  thev  had  a  perfect  right  to  rely 
on  the  continuance  of  the  law  of  July  last,  at  least  for 
that  short  period. 

Mr.  W.  said  lie  had  taken  some  pains  to  gain  informa- 
tion on  this  important  subject.    Not  from  manufacturers 
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protection.  But  a  rule  the  reverse  of  this  is  adopted  by 
the  bill  before  us.  Now  suppose,  Mr.  Chauman,  that  it 
shall  be*  necessary  to  destroy  these  two  interests^  let  as  see 
who  of  those  concerned  in  them  would  sustain  the  greatest 
loss  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  capital  inyested.  The 
land  and  the  slayes  now  employed  in  the  sugar  business 
could  immediately  be  employe^  without  muoh  expense, 
in  the  growing  of  cotton^  which  article^  if  the  Southern 
doctrine  be  true,  will  immediately  be  enhanced  in  price, 
by  commencing  a  free  trade  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain.  Should,  howeyer,  the  large  manufiicturing 
establishmentB  of  New  England  be  destroyed  by  this  bill, 
the  capital  employed  in  the  erection  of  buildings  and  in 
machinery  would  be  a  dead  loss  both  to  the  owners  and 
to  the  country.  Ayast  multitude  of  men,  women,-  and 
children,  would  at  once  be  thrown  out  of  employ,  and 
many  of  them  would  haye  no  other  hopes  of  subsistence 
left,  but  in  leaying  the  land  'of  their  Ikthers  for  the  '*  fiff 
West"  The  farming  Interests,  too,  sir,  could  not  alto- 
gether escape  the  sad  effects  of  so  sudden  a  change  in  the 
policy  of  this  Goyernment. 

Mr.  Chairman:  There  is  another  important  interest 
which  is  protected  by  the  existing  laws,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  will  be  seyerely  injured  by  this  bill  if  it  should 
pass  into  a  law.  I  mean  the  tailoring  business  in  our  large 
cities.  By  this  bill  the  duties  are  reduced  from  fifty  to 
twenty  per  cent,  on  ready-made  clothing.  Time  was,  nr, 
when  many  of  our  citizens,  and  particubrly  the  dandies  of 
Broadway,  conndered  a  coat  not  worth  the  wear  unless  it 
was  made  in  London.  But  the  hi^  rates  of  duty  on 
ready-made  clothing  has  preyented,  in  some  measure,  the 
importation  of  these  articles «  and  a  bumness  has  grown  up 
under  the  protection  afforded  by  the  existing  laws  in  our 
large  cities,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  a  Urge  number 
of  the  working  cbisses  of  those  cities,  and  which  now  to 
destroy,  would  depriye  thousands  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  the  daily  means  of  subsistence. 

From  a  document  laid  on  our  tables,  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  h  appears  that  the  yalue  of  domestic  6ottons 
and  woollens  used  by  the  tulors  in  the  city  of  Boston  is 

f40O,0OO 

The  yajue  of  foreign  silks,  linens,  and  wool- 
lens, is  1,500,000 


Total  amount,  $1,900,000 

There  is  paid  to  400  men  and  boys  in  one 
year  the  sum  of  $201,500 

Do.  1,300  women  and  girls,  301,500 

Total,  $403,000 

The  yalae  of  garments  made  up  b  estimated 
at  the  sum  of  $3,600,000 

The  city  of  Boston  contains,  by  the  last  census,  61,000 
inhabitants.  The  city  of  New  York  203,000.  Now,  al- 
lowing that  a  proportionate  amount  of  business  in  this 
branch  of  home  inaustnr  is  done  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
as  is  done  in  the  city  of  Boston,  according  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  each,  and  we  shall  haye  tlie  following 
results: 

Paid  to  1,324  men  and  boys,  per  year,  $666,965 

I>o        4,303  women  and  girls,  666,965 


Total, 
Value  of  domestic  cottons  and  woollens, 
Do.  of  foreign  materials. 


$1,333,930 
1,334^000 
4,965,000 


Total,  $6,389,000 

Vsdue  of  garments  made  up,  8,600,000 

An  amount  considerably  excelling  the  amount  of  exports 
from  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  These  garments  are 
sold  in  difi*erent  parts  of  the  Union  for  home  consump- 
tion. It  is  from  this  branch  of  busmess  that  your  navy 
and  merchant  ships  are  principally  supplied.     I  am  some- 


what surprised,  nr,  that  my  honorable  colleague  [lCr# 
YEan^iroK]  who  reported  tUs  bill,  should  haye  oyer* 
looked  an  interest  so  important  to  the  working  classes  of 
his  own  city,  and  at  the  same  time  should  haye  imposed  a 
dutpr  of  from  46  to  75  per  cent,  on  brown  sugar,  without 
which  no  family  can  be  said  to  haye  the  comforts  of  life. 

The  amount  6f  duties  which  accrued  to  the  Gioyemment 
in  the  year  1831  on  brown  sugars  was  $3,145,303  37* 
By  whom  is  this  enormous  tax  paid?  Not  by  the  South- 
ern or  Western,  but  by  the  Northern  and  Middle  States* 
And  paid,  too^  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  hundred  wealthy 
planters  of  Louisiana.  But  it  may  be  said,  that  if  you  de- 
stroy the  interest  in  Louisiana,  you  destroy  the  market  for 
many  of  the  productions  of  the  Western  States.  In  like 
manner,  sir,  if  you  destroy  the  manufiusturing  interests  dT 
the  North,  you  destroy  the  market  for.  many  of  the  pro-  * 
ductions  of  the  Northom  States.  1  would  destroy  neither* 
sir{  I  would  deal  out  eyenhanded  justice  to  botii  and  to 
all  other  Interests  in  the  Union  {  but  I  would  not  seek  to 
build  up  or  protect,  by  any  legislation,  one  branch  of 
American  industry,  and  at  the  same  time  destroy  or  mate- 
rially ii\jure  another  of  at  least  equal  importance. 

There  is  another  item  in  this  bill,  althou^  small  in  itself 
conadered,  yet  it  shows  the  gross  inequality  of  its  provi- 
sions. The  duty  on  refined  sugar  by  tois  bill  is  ten  cents 
the  pound,  or  103  per  centum  ad  yalorem;  besides  the 
encouragement  which  is  afforded  to  the  manufacturer  by 
a  drawback  on  its  exportation.  It  would  be  yery  denra- 
ble  to  know  what  object  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  in  yiew  in  fixing  this  high  irate  of  duty.  It 
cannot  be  that  of  reyenue.  The  duty  amounts  almost  to 
a  prohibition.  The  amount  of  reyenue  which  will  accrue 
on  this  article  by  the  bill  is  estimated  at  |51,651.  And, 
it  will  be  seen,  by  the  report  from  the  Treasury  Departs 
ment,  that  there  was  paia  for  drawbacks  on  tliis  yery  arti- 
cle in  the  year  1831,  tiie  sum  of  $63,688  65.  It  thus 
appears,  tliat  instead  of  a  reyenue  being  deriyed  from  it, 
it  operates  as  an  absolute  drain  from  your  Treasury.  If 
this  high  duty  is  imposed  for  protection,  it  may  be  asked, 
why  the  necessity  of  this  high  protection.^  Is  it  one  <i 
those  articles  which  will  be  necessary  ^in  time  of  war? 
Does  it  at  all  contribute  to  the  comfort'  of  the  laboring 
classes  of  the  country  ?  And  yet  you  propose  by  this  bill, 
to  continue  the  high  protection  anorded  to  this  compara- 
tiyely  unnecessary  article,  and  at  the  same  time,  withdraw 
altogether  your  protection  from  cottons,  wool,  and  wool- 
lens! There  are  many  other  articles  which  might  be 
mentioned  to  show  the  inequality  and  inconsbtency  of  the 
bill;  but  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  mention  but  one,  and 
that  was  the  article  of  spirits.  The  duty  on  foreign  spi- 
rits, by  the  act  of  1838,  is  in  the  ayerage  fifly-nine  cents 
the  gallon,  or  145  per  cent,  ad  yalorem.  On  first  proof 
spirits  it  was  fifty<«eyen  cents,  and  on  second  proof  spirits 
it  was  sixty  cents  the  gallon.  By  this  bill  the  ayerage 
duty  is  twenty-mne  cents  the  gallon,  and  on  first  and  se- 
cond proof  only  eighteen  cents  the  gallon.  Here  is  a 
reduction  of  considerably  more  than  one-half  on  the  arti- 
cle of  foreign  spirits. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  is  so  blmd  as  not  to  see  the  . 
effect  of  this  operation?  In  the  first  place,  it  will  haye  a 
tendency  to  increase  the  number  of  retailers  of  spirits  by 
increasing  thdr  profits.  The  price  of  a  riass  of  rum 
eyer  has  been  and  eyer  will  be  the  same.  The  retailer 
of  gills  will  reap  the  benefit  of  the  reduction  of  the  tax, 
and  pot  the  consumer;  and  who  does  not  know  that,  if 
you  increase  the  number  who  sell  rum,  you  will  increase ' 
the  number  who  drink  it. 

Reduce  the  tax  on  fordgn  spirits,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
the  importation  oi  the  article  will  be  proportionably  in- 
creased.   The  greater  the  quantity  of  foreign  spirits 
which  is  brought  into  the  country,  the  less  demand  there 
.will  be  for  domestic  spirits. 
I    Now,  sir,  suppose  you  destroy  an  important  market  for 
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the  produce  of  the  farmer,  by  prostrating  your  roanufac- 
turing  establishments,  as  in  my  judgment  you  will,  if  you 
pass  this  bill  without  some  material  modifications;  and 
suppose,  by  flooding  the  country  with  foreign  spirits  you 
materially  lessen  the  price  of  domestic  spirits,  is  it  not 
manifest  that  the  price  of  coarse  grain  must  also  fall? 
Until  public  opinion  shall  be  brought  to  bear  against 
them,  domestic  distilleries  will  be  kept  in  operation;  but 
it  will  be  at  the  expense  of  the  former.  He  alone  must 
pocket  the  loss  which  must  follow  the  reduction  of  duties 
on  spirits  as  proposed  by  this  bill. 

If  men  will  drink  spirits,  let  those  reap  the  benefit 
who  are  the  most  useful  to  their  country. 

Sir,  if  this  bill  were  otherwise  unobjectionable,  the  re- 
duction of  duties  which  it  proposes  on  many  important 
interests,  are  altogether  too  rapid  and  unwarranted  by 
any  'state  of  things  which  now  exists.  Can  it  be  possible 
that  the  people  of  this  naUon  require  such  a  bill  at  our 
hands?  ^Can  it  be  possible  that  the  people  of  the  North 
would  sanction  its  passage  if  they  could  be  convinced 
that  millions  of  property  would  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  un- 
just operations  of  such  a  bill?  All  the  gentlemen  from 
the  South,  with  whom  f  have  conversed  on  this'  subject, 
have  expressed  to  me  a  perfect  willingness  to  have  the 
reduction  of  duties  so  gradual,  as  to  meet  entirely  the 
views  of  all  reasonable  representatives  of  the  manufac- 
turing interests.  They  say,  on  this  subject,  that  all  they 
desire  is,  an-  assurance  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
that  the  duties  shall,  in  a  reasonable  tiipe,  come  down  to 
the  just  wants  of  the  Ciovernment.  And  are  two  or  three 
years  a  reasonable  time?  Can  it  be  possible  that  the 
leading  manufacturing  interests  qf  this  country  can  meet 
so  important  a  change  in  our  legislation  as  b  proposed  by 
this  bill,  and  survive  the  shock?  I  consider  it  altogether 
impossible;  and  I  think  this  feature  in  the  bill  is  alone  a 
sufficient  objection  against  its  passage. 

I  will  now  nbtice  a  few  observations  made  by  some 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  and  I 
have  done. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dkhitt]  stated, 
a  few  days  since,  that  *<  instead  of  lowering  the  duties  on 
imports,  he  would  raise  them  higher."  Precisely  such 
language  as  this  have  the  manufacturers  used  for  several 
yea^  past;  and  it  is  what,  in  my  opinion,  has  brought 
them  to  their  present  perilous  situation.  Until  lately  they 
never  have  been  satisfied  with  the  protection  which  the 
Government  have,  from  time  to  time,  afforded  to  them. 
They  have  been  constantly  endeavoring  to  "  raise  the 
duties  higher.''  And  now,  sir,  a  reaction  is  about  to  take 
place  which  they  begin  to  fear,  and  which  I  fear,  will 
entirely  prostrate  their  establishments.  For  when  a  reac- 
tion in  public  sentiment  does  take  place  on  any  exciting 
subject,  among  a  people  like  ours,  it  is  always  difficult  to 
prevent  its  operating  in  the  opposite  extreme.  In  my 
opinion  the  manufacturers  have  heretofore  asked  too 
much.  Had  they  been  satisfied  with  the  law  of  1824, 
tliere  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  state  of 
things  would  not  have  existed. 

I  will  now  notice  a  remark  by  a  gfentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Jbititeb]  in  relation  to  New  York.  I  should 
have  let  it  pass  unheeded  had  he  not  repeated  the  senti- 
ment in  his  published  speech,  ^hich  I  read  this  morning. 
The  gentleman,  speaking  in  reUtion  to  the  inequalities 
so  manifest  in  this  bill,  asked  the  question,  •«  Who  then 
will  be  satisfied?  New  York;  provided  she  ensure  by  it 
the  accomplishment  of  her  ulterior  object."  The  gen- 
tlemarl  had  better  not  have  made  this  expression.  It  was 
quite  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for.  I  can  tell  him  he 
knows  nothing  about  New  York,  her  public  men,  her 
State  policy  or  measures.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  his 
meaning  until  it  was  explained  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Wilde.] 
He  something  more  than  intimated  to  us  that  this  ulte- 


rior object  was  the  election  of  a  president  from  the  State 
of  New  York.  That  the  delegation  fW>m  that  State  should 
vote  on  this  great  question,  not  as  the^  should  think  right 
and  just  as  honest  men,  but  with  a  view  to  this  ulterior 
object.  To  the  gentleman  from  Geor^  I  h:^ve  nothing 
to  say.  He  had  made  an  explanation  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  which,  as  I  understood,  was  satisfactory  to  my 
colleagues.  But  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  I  must 
be  permitted  to  observe,  tliat  he  who  is  in  the  habit  of 
imputing  improper  motives  to  others,  is  very  likely  to  b« 
governed  by  such  motives  himself. 

There  was  one  other  remark,  however,  which  fell  from 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  to  which  I  feel  bound  to 
reply.  He  stated,  if  I  understood  the  gentleman,  that 
« if  those  in  whose  power  it  was  to  settle  tbb  question, 
should  now  fail  to  do  it  by  their  votes,  the  settlement  of  it 
might  fall  into  other  hands — the  South  and  the  high  tarifiT 
men  of  the  North  might  arrange  this  matter,  and  thereby 
obtain  their  ulterior  object."  Be  it  so,  sir.  It  would  not 
be  the  first  coalition  that  I  ever  witnessed.  At  the  last 
presidential  election,  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent,  a  grand  coalition  was  formed  to 
effect  a  political  purpose.  But,  sir,  the  sovereign  people' 
did  not  see  fit  to  sanction  the  bargain./ 

Not  one  hundred  years  ago,  a  coalition  was  formed  in 
that  g^nd  assembly  of  "  learned  doctors."  to  which  the 
gentleman  made  some  allusion.  I'he  dissection  of  a  liv- 
ing subject  was  the  grand  object  of  that  coalition,  formed 
as  it  was  of  such  repulsive  materials.  Every  body  had 
heard  or  read  the  result  of  that  unnatural  union.  And 
such  ever  will  be  the  result  among  a  people  who  are  vir- 
tuous and  intelligent.  Managers  may  malce  bargains,  but 
upless  they  are  founded  upon  correct  principles,  the  peo- 
ple will  never  sanction  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  W.,  lam  opposed  to  this  b'dl 
with  its  present  provisions.  I  cannot  tl\ink  that  I  should 
be  in  the  discharge  of  my  dut^  in  voting  for  it,  without 
very  material  modifications  of  it.  I  most  honestly  believe 
that  a  large  share  of  my  constituents  would  not  be  satis- 
fied with  it.  The  South,  in  my  opinion,  oug^t  not  to 
require  it  of  us.  This  great  question  cannot  be  settled 
by  one  Congress.  We  have  already  done  much,  and  the 
next  Congress  will  undoubtedly  do  more.  It  iis  not  the 
work  of  a  moment.  No  human  foresight  can  predict  the 
effects  of  the  bill  of  last  session  upon  the  agricultural, 
commercial,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country. 
I  do  verily  believe  that  this  question  can  be  settled  by  the 
moderate  men  of  all  parties,  in  a  manner  that  will  give 
entire  satisfaction  to  the  liberal  and  moderate  portion  of 
the  community.  But,  sir,  I  fear  it  cannot  be  done  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress;  and,  in  my  judgment,  it 
ought  not  to  be  required  or  expected  of  us. 

I  have  no  hope  of  ever  satisfying  the  high  tariff  men  of 
the  North,  nor  the  high  toned,  sensitive  politicians  of  the 
South.  The  former,  so  far  from  relinquishing  any  por- 
tion of  the  protection  which  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed, 
have  been  constantly  pressing  for  higher  and  greater  pro- 
tection. The  latter  never  will  be  satisfied  with  any  other 
course  of  policy  than  such  as  will,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, utterly  ruin  and  prostrate  some  of  the  roost  impor- 
tant interests  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  WILDE,  of  Georgia,  further  explained  a  speech 
which  he  had  formerly  made,  and  which  appeared  to  him 
to  have  been  generally  misunderstood. 

Mr.  LEAVITT,  of  Ohio,  said,  it  had  been  his  wish,  at 
an  earlier  period  of  this  debate,  to  have  presented  to  the 
committee  some  of  the  views  which  he  entertained  in  re- 
lation, to  the  bill  under  consideration.  But,  such  bad 
heretofore  been  the  great  pressure  upon  the  time  and  at- 
tention of  the  committee,  tnat  he  had  not  ventured,  until 
to  obtrude  himself  upon  its  notice.    In  rising  at  this 


now. 


time  to  participate  in  this  debate,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  am  fully 
aware  that  I  labor  under  great  and  manifold  disadvanta^s. 
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The  pending  bill  has  been  under  discussion  fop  several 
weeks,  and  has  been  very  fully  and  elaborately  debated. 
The  whole  field  of  argument  has  been  explored;  and,  he 
that  would  now  address  the  committee,  on  this  subject, 
will  find  himself  embarrassed  by  the  consideration,  that 
much  of  what  he  had  deemed  it  proper  to  say,  had  alrea- 
dy been  urg-ed  by  those  who  have  preceded  him  in  de- 
bate. But,  notwithstanding  all  these  discouraging  circum- 
stances, I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  state  some  of  the  con- 
siderations which  have  induced  the  conclusion  that  I  can- 
not yield  my  assent  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  with  the 
provisions  which  it  now  contains.  Representing  on  this 
floor  a  district  as  largeljr  interested  in  the  maintenance 
of  a  well  regulated  and  judicious  tariff  as  any  other  west 
of  the  Ohio,  I  should,  perhaps,  be  obnoxious  to  the  cen- 
sure of  those  who  have  honored  me  with  a  seat  here,  were 
I  to  remain  entirely  silent  on  this  interesting  occasion. 
But,  sir,  I  will  give  the  committee  the  consolatory  pledge, 
that  in  the  remarks  which  it  is  my  purpose  to  submit,  I 
will  be  as  brief  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  .will  permit. 

IiT  submitting  my  views  of  this  bill,  it  is  my  intention, 
Mr.  Chairman,  studiously  to  avoid  any  remarks  having  a 
tendency  to  increase  the  exacebratton  of  feeling  which  but 
too  obviously  exists  as  between  some  gentlemen  on  this 
floor,  from  certain  opposite  sections  of  the  Union.-  I  jtmj 
sure  I  need  not  make  the  protestation  to  those  gentlemen 
from  the  anti  tariff*  States  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  and  with  whom,  upon  this  occasion,  I  am 
constrained,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  differ,  that  in  arriving 
at  the  conclusion  which  I  have  announced,  I  have  been 
influenced  by  no  feeling  of  sectional  hostility,  or  sectional 
prejudice.  In  truth,  sir,  the  only  consideration  which 
has  created  any  feeling  of  regret  on  ^^y  part  at  the  course 
I  am  about  to  pursue  in  re^^  to  the  pending  measure, 
is,  that  it  involves  a  diversity  of  opinion  and  action  be- 
tween  myself  and  some  gentlemen  in  this  House,  with 
whom  it  lias  heretofore,  on  most  occasions,  been  my  good 
fortune  to  agree,  and  for  whom  I  entertain  the  highest 
respect.  But,  sir,  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  responsi- 
ble trust  which  has  been  confided  to  me  by  my  constitu- 
ents, were  I  to  allow  mvself  to  be  swerved  in  my  course 
here,  by  any  such  consideration  as  that  to  which  I  have 
just  adverted. 

A.fter  having  carefully  examined  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  and  anxiously  deliberated  upon  it,  in  all  its  aspects 
and  bearings,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  tliat  whether 
we  reprd  the  amount,  and  the  adjustment  of  the  duties 
upon  imports  which  it  provides,  or  the  time  at  which  Con- 
fess is  called  upon  to  act,  it  is  unfit  and  inexpedient  that 
It  should  receive  the  sanction  of  this  House. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  go  into  a  full  or 
elaborate  examination  of  the  details  of  this  bill.     This  has 
been  so  ably  and  so  satisfactorily  attended  to  by  other  gen- 
tlemen who  have  gone  before  me  in  this  debate,  that  I 
should  hold  myself  unpardonably  intrusive  upon  tlie  com- 
mittee, were  1  to  attempt  it.     There  are,  however,  some 
items  of  the  bill  with  which  the  interests  of  my  immediate 
constituents  are  intimately  connected,  and  which  I  shall 
specially  bring  to  the  view  of  the  committee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing,  that  the  protection  proposed  to  be  ex- 
tended to  them  IS  altogether  inadequate  and  insufficient. 
But,  before  I  proceed  to  do  this,  and  as  necessary  to  the 
correct  understanding  of  my  views  as  to  the  measure  now 
under  consideration,  I  must  be  permitted  to  present  a 
very  brief  and  general  outline  of  rny  opinions  or  the  pro- 
tective system.     And  in  the  first  ^lace  I  would  remark, 
that  I  have  never  doubted  but  what  it  was  within  the  con- 
stitutional competency  of  Congress,  in  the  adjustment  of 
duties  upon  imports,  to  afford  protection  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  domestic  industry  of  the  nation.   It  has  always 
appeared  obvious  to  me,  that  this  authority  was  clearly 
embraced  in  the  delegation^of  power  to  Cong^ress  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  &c.,  and  to  regulat«  commerce 
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with  foreign  nations.    The  fact  that  such  has  been  the 
construction  given  to  these  constitutional  provisions,  by 
all  the  departments  of  the  Government,  from  its  earliest 
history,  would  seem  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  ar^ 
gument  to  prove  the  legitimacy  of  the  exercise  of  the 
power  in  question.     In  my  reflections  upon  the  protec- 
tive system,  1  have  therefore  been  unembarrassed  by  any 
other  considerations  than  those  connected  with  its  expe- 
diency.   And,  upon  this  point,  I  have  long  since  arrived 
at  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  the  true  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  extend  its  fostering  aid  and  support  to  all 
such  manufactures  as  could  be  successful!/ introduced  and 
sustained  in  our  country.   Among  these,  those  that  should 
stand  most  pre-eminently  meritorious,  are  such  as  are  ne- 
cessary'to  our  national  defence  in  time  of  war.    But,  sir, 
while  I  have  thus  entertained  the  opinion,  that  a  well  re- 
gulated and  judicious  system  of  protection  was  essentially 
conducive  to  our  national  prosperity  and  independence,  I 
have  hot  doubted,  but  it  might  be  carried  to  an  extent 
I  that  would  be  productive  of  pernicious  consequences. 
This  system  should  never  be  tolerated  to  such  an  extent 
as  that  it  would  produce  an  unnatural  or  a  hot-bed  growth 
of  manuibctures,  or  allure  the  rich  capitalist  or  restless 
speculator,  to  invest  his  fiinds  in  the  business  of  manufao-i 
turing,  with  a  view  to  the  realization  of  enormous  profits, 
or  the  rapid  accumulation  of  large  fortunes.    But  that 
degfree  of  protection  which  is  necessary  to  enable  our 
manuflicturers  to  compete  fairly  with  the  foreigner,  and 
which  shall  enable  them,  with  the  aid  of  competent  skill, 
and  assiduous  attention  to  their  business,  to  realise  fair  and 
reasonable  profits,  ought  to  be  afforded  them.     It  is  not 
to  be  denied,  but  what  Great  Britain,  the  great  work-shop 
of  the  world,  possesses  many  and  important  advantages 
over  the  United  States,  as  a  manufacturing  nation.    It  has 
been  her  settled  and  unwavering  policy,  for  ages  past,  to 
extend  governmental  protection  to  her  manufacturing  in- 
terests.    Her  tariff*  of  duties  upon  articles  coming  in  com- 
petition with  her  own  fabrics,  is  prohibitory  in  its  charac- 
ter.    He^  manufactures  thus  protected,  and  the  skill  of 
her  artists,  matured  by  time  and  experience,  have  attained 
a  state  of  high  perfection.    But,  tnis  is  not  all:  from  the 
density  of  her  pppulation,  and  the  nature  of  her  Govern- 
ment, a  large  class  of  the  people  are  in  a  state  of  deg^rad- 
ing  dependence  and  want,  that  leaves  them  no  alterna- 
tive, but  to  labor  for  the  scantiest  pittance,  or  perish  with 
starvation.      Hence,  the  price  of  labor  in  that  country  is 
much  reduced  below  what  it  is  here,  where  all  are  left 
free  to  pursue  their  own  intere^  and  their  own  inclina- 
tions, in  regard  to  their  pursuits  and  occupations.     In  ad- 
dition to  all  this,  the  abundance  of  capital  in  Great  Britain, 
g^ves  her  a  most  decided  advantage  over  us,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing.      Capital  there  is  worth  not  ex- 
ceeding four  per  cent.,  and  the  rich  and  lordly  owners  of 
jt,  who  invest  it  in  manufacturing  establishments,  may  well 
be  content  to  realize  that  amount  of  profit  from  it.     But, 
in  this  counti^,  to  the  owner  of  a  few  thousand  dollars, 
such  an  investment,  with  the  prospect  of  such  a  profit, 
holds  out  no  strong  aUiirements.     So  far,  then,  as  pro- 
tection, in  the  form  of  duties  upon  foreign  imports,  is  ne- 
cessary to  compensate  our  manu&cturers  for.  the  disad- 
vantages under  which  they  labor,  in  contrast  with  those  of 
Great  Britiun,  to  that  extent,  and  that  extent  only,  should 
it  be  afforded  by  the  Giovernmenti     There  is  one  other 
reason,  to  which  I  will  briefly  advert,  which  makes  the 
protective  policy,  in  this  country,  the  more  necessaiy.    I 
allude  to  the  commercial  restrictions  of  Great  Britain. 
Not  only  does  she  protect  her  manufacturing  interests  by 
high  and  prohibitory  duties,  but  she  also  protects  her  ag^i^ 
culture,  by  the  exclusion  from  her  ports  of  all  such  arti- 
cles as  she  can  produce.    Hence,  all  the  staple  produc- 
tions of  the  g^m-growing  States  of  the  Union  are  as  ef-    ^ 
fectually  shut  out  from  her  markets;  as  if  the  **  hst  an- 
chored isle"  was  surrounded  by  some  impassable  banier« 
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Without  going  more  at  length  into  the  eonaderation  of 
the  protective  system,  a  subject  which  has  been  exhausted 
and  worn  threadbare,  by  discussions  here  and  elsewhere, 
I  must  adopt  the  conclunon  that  to  the  extent  which  I 
have  indicated,  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  best  interests  of 
this  nation.  Such,  mr,  was  the  opinion  of  tho§e  eminent  pa- 
triots and  statesmen  who  participated  in  the  (!ouncils  and 
the  legislation  of  the  country,  m  the  earhest  periods  of 
her  history.^  That  this  policy,  under  proper  restrictions, 
so  wise,  so  just,  and  so  judicious,  has  been  perverted  and 
abused  by  the  intrigues  and  arts  of  ambitious  aspirants 
for  power,  b  but  too  obvious.  Sir,  it  has  been  tor  the 
last  twelve  years  so  mixed  up  with  the  party  strifes  of 
the  day,  so  blended  with  our  presidential  elections,  so 
much  used  as  a  hobby  for  demagogues  to  ride  into  office, 
that  it  were  not  strange  if  the  American  people  should 
now  look  upon  it  with  doubt  and  suspicion .  It  is  but  a  brief 
period  since  the  doctrine  was  openly  avowed  and  main* 
tained  by  one  sect  of  politicians,  that  the  maintenance  of 
a  high  tariff  of  duties,  and  system  of  internal  improvement 
by  the  General  Government,  were  indissolubly  connect- 
ed; and  that,  like  tlie  Siamese  twins,  if  the  band  which 
connected  them  were  severed,  the  destruction  of  both  must 
unavoidably^  follow.  By  this  theory,  the  people  were  to 
be  taxed  without  speciid  reference  to  the  protection  of 
the  home  industry  of  the  nation,  that  millions  might  flow 
into  the  treasury,  to  be  afterwards  expended  on  objects 
of  internal  improvement.  This,  sir,  was,  at  one  period, 
the  true  meaning  and  interpretation  of  those  cabalistic 
words,  the  American  System.  But  this  system,  thus  un- 
derstood, however  plausible,  splendid^  and  imposing  it 
may  have  beenf  witii  whatever  fascinations  and  charms  it 
may  have  been  bedecked  by  popular  declaimers;  to  what- 
ever height  its  ephemeral  popularity  may  have  attained; 
has  received  the  stamp  of  popular  disapprobation;  and 
they  who  claimed  the  honor  of  its  paternity  and  its  advo- 
cacy, have  failed  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  ends.which 
it  was  their  purpose,  through  its  agency,  to  achieve. 

But)  Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of 
gentlemen  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  protective  system, 
I  maintain  that  a  due  regard  to  the  obligations  of  justice, 
and  the  plip^htcd  faith  of^the  nation,  forbid  that  we  should 
now  treat  it  as  an  original  question  of  public  policy.  It 
is  our  duty  to  look  upon  this  subject  with  a  special  refer- 
ence to  the  existing  state  of  things;  to  that  state  of  things 
which  our  past  legislation  has  produced.  Under  tlie  se- 
veral acts  of  Congress;  intended  to  foster  and  encourage 
domestic  manufactures,  by  affording  incidental  protection 
to  those  interests,  in  the  adjustment  of  duties  on  foreign 
imports,  we  have  virtually  declared  to  our  citizens,  that 
(his  was,  and  would  continue  to  be,  the  settled  and  perma- 
nent policy  of  the  country.  Sir,  what  has  been  the  effect 
of  this?^  Jn  one  portion  of  the  Union,  the  pursuits  and 
occupations  of  its  people  had  been  almost  exclusively 
commercial;  but  the  efl^ct  of  our  restrictive  system  has 
been  to  drive  them  from  the  ocean,  and  compel  them  to 
embark  in  manufactures.  Under  the  policy  which  has  so 
long  received  the  sanction  of  the  Government,  they  have 
changed  their  pursuits,  and  have  invested  millions  of  ca- 
pital in  manufacturing  establisbmcuts.  This  is  more  es- 
pecially true  of  New  England  than  any  other  portion  of 
our  country;  but  it  is  true,  to  some  extent,  in  relation  to 
other  pai-ts  of  the  Union.  Even  in  the  Western  country, 
manuf^cturinp^  interests  have  grown  up  that  are  by  no 
ip^ans  inconsiderable  in  their  extent  and  importance.  In 
my  view,  therefore,  if  it  were  even  conceded  that  this 
protective  policy  was  unwise  in  its  origin — if  it  were  ad- 
mitted that  the  true  interests  of  the  nation  would  have 
been  inore  effectually  promoted  by  the  opposite  system, 
still,  sir,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  state 
of  things  which  it  has  produced.  We  cannot,  we  ought 
not,  consistently  with  any  principles  of  just  and  rightful 
legialationi  to  violate  those  implied  pledges  of  continued 


protection  which  we  have  made  to  the  country.  Such  « 
course,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  would  have  a 
most  disastrous  effect,  and  sensibly  impede  our  onward 
march  in  the  path  of  national  prosperity.  To  illustrate 
mv  ideas  as  to  this  matter,  permit  me  to  suppose  the  case 
of  a  human  being,  laboring  under  a  state  of  exceasivey 
painful,  and  dangerous  tension.  Sir,  what  would  be  the 
course  of  the  skilful,  judicious,  and  scientific  physician 
who  should  be  called  upon  to  proscribe  for  such  a  patient? 
Would  he  by  powerful  remedies  and  ministrations,  sud- 
denly reduce  his  patient  from  this  high  state  of  tension^ 
to  the  oppoMte  extreme  of  hopeless  relaxation?  No» 
UT;  it  would  be  his  object,  by  medicines  and  applications 
cautiously  administered,  to  reduce  him  to  the  medium 
standard  of  heidthful  action.  So,  sir,  in  regard  to  our 
protective  policy;  if  it  has  been  carried  too  far,  if  iCa 
cords  have  been  too  ti^tly  drawn,  it  should  be  our  object 
to  appl^  the  remedy  with  great  caution,  and,  by  a  gradual 
relaxation,  to  place  it  upon  its  proper  footing. 

Although  I  had  not  anticipated  that  the  present  Con* 
g^ess  would  be  called  upon  for  any  further  auction  on  the 
tariff,  yet,  when,  at  the  commencement  of  this  session,  the 
subject  was  introduced,  and  a  reference  of  it  made  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  had  hoped  they  would 
have  pursued  the  course  which  I  have  just  indicated.  I 
had  hoped  they  would  have  carefully  examined  the  tariff 
act  of  last  JuW,  and  that  so  &r  as  it  should  be  ascertained 
a  reduction  of  duty  upon  the  protected  articles  could  be 
made,  below  the  standard  fixed  by  that  act,  without  sa- 
crificing our  manufiicturing  interests,  they  would  have 
done  SO;  and,  by  such  reduction,  and  the  needful  redac- 
tion upon  the  unprotected  articles,  have  reduced  the  re- 
venue to  such  a  sum  as  might  be  thought  necessary  to 
supply  the  demands  of  the  Government.  For  myself^ 
sir,  1  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  experience 
will  prove  that  reductions  may  be  made  below  the  rates 
fixed  by  the  act  of  1832,  consistently  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  manufacturer;  and  that  such  an  ad- 
justment of  this  subject  may  be  made  as  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  all  parties.  But  I  regret  to  say,  the  bill  before  us 
utterly  fails  to  accomplish  this  purpose.  I  cannot  but 
view  it  as  entirely  disregardful  of  the  fate  of  some 
of  the  most  important  and  essential  manufacturing  in- 
terests. I  view  it  as,  in  many  respects,  anti -protective 
in  its  character  and  features.  Probably  such  was  the  view 
of  the  anti-tariQ*  ^ntlemen  on  the  committee,  who  con- 
curred in  reporting  this  bill;  though,  sir,  in  relation  to 
my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Gilmobx,]  who  ia 
friendly  to  the  protective  system,  and  who  also  concurred 
with  the  majonty  of  the  committee,  I  doubt  not  but  be 
honestly  entertains  the  opinion  that  this  bill  gives  suffi- 
cient protection  to  the  manufacturing  interests.  But^ 
although  I  have  for  that  gentleman  the  highest  regard, 
and  believe  that  for  patriotism  and  integrity  of  purpose 
he  has  few  superiors,  yet  I  am  constrained  to  diner  with 
him  as  to  the  e0ect  and  operation  of  the  bill  before  us. 

I  have  already  intimated  that  I  did  not  design  to  exa- 
mine this  bill  in  all  its  details.     It  would  be  inexcusable 
in  me  to  fatigue  the  committee  by  such  a  course.     I  must 
however,  be  permitted,  in  a  few  words,  to  call  ihe  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  the  subject  of  wool  and  wool- 
lens, and  the  protection  proposed  to  be  afforded  to  them 
by  the  bill  unaer  consideration.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind, 
that,  by  the  act  of  the  last  session,  which  made  a  verj-  ma- 
terial reduction  of  the  duties  upon  tliese  articles  below 
the  act  of  1828,  a  specific  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound, 
and  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  40  per  cent,  upon  all  wool 
costing  over  eight  cents  the  pound,  is  imposed.     By  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
specific  duty  upon  this  article  is  entirely  abolished^  and 
the  ad  valorem  duty  reduced  ultimately  to  15  per  cen- 
tum.    And  on  woollens  it  is  proposed  to  leave  the  duty, 
ultimately,  at  20  per  cent.    1  do  not  forget^  Mr.  Chair- 
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many  thtt  the  Amendment  sabmitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  {Mr.  White]  proposes  an  increase  of 
five  per  cent  apon  each  of  these  articles^  and  extends 
the  period  within  which  the  reductions  are  to  take  effect. 
If  this  amendment  shall  prevail,  the  duty  upon  wool  will 
remain  permanently  at  twenty  per  centum;  and  on  wool- 
^  lens,  at  twenty-five  per  cent.  I  apprehend  it  will  require 
no  argument  to  prove  that,  for  the  purposes  of  protec- 
tion, these  duties  will  prove  wholly  insufficient  and  ina- 
dequate.   In  support  of  this  position,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  advert  to  the  fact,  that  even  the  high  duties  imposed  by 
the  act  of  1828,  have  had  but  little  effect  in  checking 
the  importation  of  these  articles.     In  reference,  then,  to 
the  duties  proposed  by  the  present  bill,  the  naked  ques- 
tion presented  is,  whether  the  great  interests  of  wool  and 
woollens  are  to  be  utterly  abandoned  and  left  to  the  fate 
which  inevitably  awaits  them,  if  this  bill  shall  become  a 
law.     It  seems  to  me,  that  whether  we  regard  these  in- 
terests as  intimateljr  blended  and  interwoven  with  the 
A^iculturai  prosperity  of  the  country,  or  as  connected 
with  the  national  defence  in  time  of  war,  they  are  enti- 
tled to  our  special  ftvor  and  regard.    In  looking  into  the 
various  provisions  of  the  bill  before  us,  I  find  that  an 
ample  and  adequate  duty  is  retained  on  iron.  I  presume 
the  committee,  m  thus  providing  for  the  iron  interest, 
were  |^verned  by  the  consideration,  that  this  metal  was 
essential  to  our  military  defence.     Let  me  ask,  if  upon 
the  same  principle,  the  wool  and  woollens  interest  are  not 


have  I  been  an  uninterested  spectator  of  what  has  been 
passing  there.  The  voice  of  complaint  and  of  discontent^ 
which  has  come  to  us  from  that  quarter,  has  not  been  un- 
heard by  me.  I  have  been  disposed  to  give  it  a  respect^ 
fill  audience,  and  to  pay  it  a  respectful  attention,  without 
inquiring  too  astutely,  whether  the  grievances  complain- 
ed of  were  fancied  or  real.  In  this  spirit,  I  approached 
the  consideration  of  the  modification  of  the  tariff,  at  the 
last  session,  and  gave  my  vote  for  the  bill  which  then 
passed.  I  voted  ror  it,  as  a  measure  conciliatory  in  its 
character,  and  as  making  no  inconsiderable  concessions 
to  the  South.  *  ^d,  may  we  not  justly  infer,  from  the 
strong  vote  it  received  from  gentlemen  representing  the 
Sou^h,  that  they  too  considered  it  in  this  light  >  The 
provisions  of  that  act,  in  contrast  with  those  of  the  act  of 
1828,  are  highly  favorable  to  the  South.  It  is  estimated, 
that  the  operation  of  the  act  of  last  session  will  result  in 
an  agg^gate  reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  eight  millions  per  annum.  And,  among 
the  articles  upon  which,  by  that  act,  the  greatest  reduc- 
tions are  made,  is  the  cloth  of  which  negro*  clothing  Is 
made,  and  negro  blankets.  These  are  permitted  to  come 
in  under  a  mere  nominal  dutv — a  duty  of  five  per  cent. 
Sir,  will  gentlemen  contend  that  this  'is  no  boon  to  the 
South,  no  mitigation  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the 
oppressions  of  the  tariff?  I  well  remember  with  what 
feelings  of  high  gratification  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  the  last  session  was  received,  not  only  by  myself. 


entitled  to  favor  and  protection?    We  are  told,  that  in  I  but  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  protective  policy,  and 

war,  guns  und  swords  are  necessary,  and  that  we  must "'  --  -^  «^  -        .     ..t.^   *u^-. 

not  be  dependent  upon  foreigners  for  these.  But,  sir,  it 
will  be  in  vain  that  you  furnish  your  soldiery  with  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  all  the  accoutrements  of  war,  unless 
you  aUN>  have  the  necessary  clothing  wherewith  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  wmtry  blasts  and  the  cold  and  «« piti- 
less pelting  of  the  storm.'*  In  whatever  view,  therefore, 
I  look  upon  tiiese  interests,  whether  in  respect  to  their 
great  ma|^itude  and  value;  their  intimate  and  vital  con- 
nexion with  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  nation;  or 
their  relation  to  our  national  defence  and  independence, 
I  cannot  but  feel  some  surprise,  that  the  committee  should 
have  proposed  a  duty  that  must  result  in  their  total  sacri- 
fice and  prostration. 

Buty  waiving  any  further  consideration  of  the  details  of 
this  bill,  I  repeat,  that,  believing  its  passage  would  be 
pregnant  with  the  most  fatal  consequences  to  some  of 
the  most  important  agricultural  and  manufacturing  inter- 
ests of  the  nation,  unless  in  its  progress  through  this 
House  it  shall  be  materially  modified  and  amended,  I 
shall  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  for  it. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  views  which 
occur  to  me,  illustrative  of  one  of  the  positions  which  I 
assumed  in  the  outset  of  my  remarks;  namely,  that  this 
is  not  the  appropriate  time  for  action,  on  the  subject  of 
the  tariff.  I  am  free  to  express  it,  as  the  strong  convic- 
tion of  my  mind,  that  the  gentlemen  from  the  South,  and- 
their  free  trade  friends  from  the  North,  ought  not  to  have 
brought  this  subject  before  Congress  at  tnis  session.  I 
make  this  declaration,  wholly  uninfluenced  by  any  feel- 
ings of  prejudice  or  hostility  towards  the  South.  It  is,  1 
fear,  but  too  true,  that  this  feeling  does  exist,  to  no  incon- 
siderable extent,  between  tiie  Eastern  and  Southern  por- 
tion  of  our  country— but,  for  myself,  I  protest  that  I 
have  none  of  it.  I  had  lived,  almost  from  the  period  of 
my  infancy,  in  the  Western  country,  and  possess,  I  bone, 
some  portion  of  that  liberality  of  feeling,  which  so  ho- 
norably distinguishes  the  great  mass  of  the  population  of 
that  prosperous  and  flourishing  section  or  our  Union. 
Occupying  this  position,  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  in 
my  opinion  the  South  ought  not  to  have  asked  that  the 
subject  of  the  tariff  should  be  agitated  at  this  session.    * 


representing  anti-tariff  States.  I  rejoiced  upon  that 
occasion,  because  I  had,  as  I  thought,  the  best  reason 
to  believe,  that  while  that  act  would  afford  competent 
protection  to  the  manufacturing  interests,  it  woula  allay 
the  discontents,  and  quiet  the  excitement  in  the  South, 
and  restore  once  more  the  disturbed  harmony  of  the 
country.  That  act  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  by 
an  almost  unprecedented  majority;  and,  as  it  regards  the 
vote  in  this  House,  one  strong  item  of  testimony  in  favor 
of  the  justness  and  fitness  of  the  arrangement  of  duties 
which  it  provided,  is  to  be  found  in  the  net,  that  the  ne- 
gative votes  upon  its  final  passage,  are  made  up  of  gen- 
tlemen who  belong  to  the  extremes  of  the  two  parties 
on  the  tariff  question;  of  those  who  may  be  called  the 
highest  toned  friends  of  the  tariff,  and  of  those,  who, 
both  upon  the  grounds  of  constitutionality  and  expedien- 
cy, are  its  unyielding  and  uncompromising  enemies.  But, 
again,  nr,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  this  subject  of 
modifying  the  tariff  was  then  laboriously  examined,  and 
amply  debated  in  this  House,  and  also  in  the  Senate.  It 
occupied  the  almost  undivided  attention  of  Congress  for 
many  weeks — and,  every  gentleman  here  can  bear  wit- 
ness of  the  arduousness  of  the  duties  of  this  House  dur- 
ing that  period.  None  will  have  forgotten  how,  day  af^er 
day  and  week  afler  week,  we  were  doomed  to  encounter 
the  noxious,  I  was  goin^  to  say  pestilential  atmosphere 
of  this  Hall,  when  within  it;  and  without,  the  burning 
rays  of  an  almost  midsummer  sun.  But  the  bill  did  pass, 
and  became  the  law  of  the  land,  though  made  to  take 
effect  on  the  2d  of  March  next,  a  day  tp  which  we  have 
not  vet  been  brought  in  the  revolution  of  time. 

Sir,  it  is  under  these  circumstances  that  we  are  again 
called  upon  to  act  on  the  subject  The  law  of  last  session 
making  very  material  changes  in  the  tariff  law,  sanctioned 
and  passed  by  the  very  members  who  are  now  present, 
has  not  yet  gone  into  operation.  And  we  are  now  called 
upon  if*  pass  another  act,  making  further  and  still  greater 
alterations  in  our  svstem  of  laying  duties  on  imports.  In 
view  of  all  these  tacts  and  considerations,  am  I  not  fully 
justified  in  the  assertion  that  Congress  should  not  have 
been  called  upon  for  its  action  on  this  subject,  at  this  ses- 
sion ?  Is  it  not  due  to  the  people,  is  it  not  due  to  the 
am"  not  unadvised  of  the  state^ of  feeling  which  exists 'character  and  standing  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
in  that  section,  in  regard  to  the  protective  policy;  nor  | States,  that  the  act  of  July  1832  should  be  permitted  to 
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take  effect,  to  the  end  that  we  ma^  have  a  practical  Illus- 
tration of  its  bearing  and  operation,  not  only  upon  the 
manufitf^turing  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  nation,  but 
upon  its  revenue? 

I  am  aware  that  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  the 
measure  under  consideration,  is  urged  and  vindicated 
upon  the  ground  that  the  national  debt  being  nearly  ex- 
ting^iished,  the  act  of  the  last  session  will  produce  a 
greater  amount  of  revenue  than  the  ordinary  demands  of 
the  Government  require.  We  are  told  that  the  people 
may  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  a  heavy  amount 
of  taxes  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  it  is  strongly  and 
plausibly  commended  to  our  favorable  consideration,  by 
the  adduction  of  this  argument.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
detain  the  committee  with  tlie  inquiry,  whether  the  duties 
paid  upon  foreign  imports  are  justly  to  be  considered  as 
taxes  upon  the  consumer,  or  whether  the  people  are  not 
amply  compensated  for  their  payment  by  advantages 
whicn  accrue  to  them,  as  indirect  consequences  of  such 
payment.  Nor  will  I  enter  upon  any  examination  of  the 
debateable  question,  whether  the  reduction  of  duties 
upon  imports  will  decrease  tlie  revenue  of  the  country. 
These  interesting  subjects  have  been  amply  discussed  by 
other  gentlemen,  in  the  prog^ss  of  this  debate;  and  to 
say  any  thing  respecting  them,  would  be  only  to  repeat 
what  has  already  fallen  from  others.  But  may  I  not  inquire 
whether  it  be  practicable  for  any  one,  no  matter  what 
may  be  his  financial  experience,  attainments,  and  talents, 
to  estimate,  with  reasonable  certainty,  what  amount  of 
revenue  the  act  of  last  year  will  produce?  I  am  aware 
tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (whose  qualifications 
for  the  elevated  station  which  he  occupies,  no  one 
can  more  highly  estimate  than  myself,)  supposes  there 
will  be  a  large  surplus  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
current  year;  and  the  enlightened  committee,  from  whom 
the  bill  before  us  has  emanated,  have  made  known  their 
concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  distinguished  gentleman, 
at  the  head  of  the  treasury.  But  with  all  due  deference, 
1  would  suggest,,  that,  from  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  arid 
consequent  uncertainty  as  to  wh.at  may  be  the  amount  of 
imports — from  the  impossibility  of  foreseeing  what  con- 
tingencies and  events  may  happen,  calling  upon  the  Go- 
vernment for  extraordinary  expenditures — ^and  more  than 
all,  tlie  difficulty  of  determinining  with  accuracy,  what 
may  be  the  practical  operation  of  a  law  not  yet  in  force, 
and  concerning  which  we  can  have  no  experimental 
knowledge,  ai*e  considerations  which  might,  at  least,  jus- 
tify a  doubt,  whether  the  Government  wul  be  encumber- 
ed with  the  anticipated  surplus  in  the  treasury. 

The  argument,  therefore,  in  favor  of  an  immediate  re- 
duction of  the  tariff,  predicated  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  bill  of  last  session  is  to  give  us  a  redundant  trea- 
sury, is  not,  to  my  mind,  conclusive  or  satisfactory.  Is 
there,  then,  any  other  fact  or  consideration,  which  calls 
upon  this  Congress  at  this  session,  to  adopt  the  anomalous 
course  of  reviewing  and  repealing  a  law  which  was 
enacted  by  it,  after  great  deliberation,  so  late  as  the  month 
of  July  last,  and  which  has  not  yet  taken  effect?  I  am 
aware  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  acting  in  her 
sovereign  capacity,  "has  adopted  measures  to  nullify 
not  only  tlie  act  of  last  July,  but  all  other  laws  for 
the  imposition  and  collection  of  duties.  I  am  aware 
too,  that  she  threatens  to  put  her  nullifying  machinery 
into  operation,  with  all  the  ''pomp  and  circumstance 
of  war.''  But  certainly  no  gentleman  is  prepared  to 
admit  that  this  sort  of  militarjr  demonstration,  this 
*' peaceable"  process  of  nullification,  ought  to  induce 
Cong^ss  to  pursue  a  course  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  would  have  done  under  other  cir- 
cumstances. If  the  tariff  is  now  reduced,  in  pursuance 
of  what  may  justly  be  called  the  dictation  of  South  Caro- 
lina, will  it  not  be  to  sanction  the  legitimacy  an^l  eflicacy 
of  the  course  she  has  adopted,  and  to  make  nullification 


triumphant?  Sir,  it  was  but  a- few  days  since,  that  at  a 
public  meeting  in  South  Carolina,  it  was  openly  avowed 
by  a  prominent  orator  and  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the  nul- 
lifiers,  [Colonel  Preston,]  that  the  bold  stand  which  that 
State  had  taken  against  the  tariff  had  caused  Cong^ress  to 
pass  the  act  of  last  session,  and  had  been  the  means  of 
mducing  the  Secretary^  of  the  Treasury  to  recommend  a 
further  reduction  of  six  or  eight  millions.  And  what,  sir, 
would  be  the  lang^g^  of  the  orator,  if  we  were  to  pass 
the  bill  now  before  us?  Would  it  not  be  ascribed  to  the 
fear  of  nullification  (  and  would  not  the  people  reproach 
us  with  having  pursued  an  extraordinary  course  of  action  in 
our  legislation  on  tlie  tariff,  under  the  influence  of  this  fear? 

But  we  are  told  that,  leaving  South  Carolina  wholly 
out  of  view*  justice  to  the  other  Southern  States  which 
do  not  sanction  the  course  of  that  State,  demands  at  our 
hands  the  imtnediate  adoption  of  the'  measure  under  con- 
sideration. Sir,  I  cannot  admit  the  legitimacy  of  this 
conclusion.  Let  gentlemen  from  the  South  view  this 
subject  candidly  and  dispasionately,  and  I  think  they  will 
concede,  that,  in  pressing  the  passage  of  this  bill  at  this 
time,  they  are  asking  more  than  strict  justice  will  warrant. 
Let  them  bear  in  mind  what  they  have  already  achieved, 
in  their  efforts  to  modify  and  mitigate  the  protective  poU- 
cy,  and  what  has  alreaidy  been  yielded  to  them  by  its 
friends  and  advocates.  Let  them  reflect,  tliat  the  prose* 
cution  of  an  extensive  system  of  internal  improvement  by 
the.  General  Government  is  no  longer  considered  a  part 
of  its  settled  policy,  and  is  not  likely  hereafter  to  afford  a 
pretext  for  drawing  money  from  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  be  expended  for  those  purposes.  Let  them 
moreover  bear  in  mind  what  they  have  gained  by  the 
passage  of  the  tariff  act  of  last  July:  and,  lastly,  let  them 
remember,  that  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  of  all  parties, 
and  from  all  quarters'of  the  Union,  have  united  in  avow- 
ing the  opinion,  that  the  revenue  of  the  country  ought 
not  to  exceed  the  wants  of  the  Government,  administered 
upon  just  and  economical  principles.  It  seems  to  me  the 
South  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  with  this  state  of  things, 
and  has  no  right  either  to  ask  or  expect  of  the  Northern, 
Middle,  and  Western  States,  a  total  sacrifice  of  their  vital 
interests.  Sir,  1  believe  there  is  no  such  irreconcilable 
diversity  of  interests  between  the  different  sections  of  this 
Union,  as  that  they  cannot  all  exist  and  be  prosperous  un- 
der the  same  system  of  legislation.  If  the  subject  of  ad- 
justment of  the  tariff  shall  be  approached  at  the  proper 
time,  and  in  the  proper  spirit — in  the  spirit  of  compro- 
mise and  conciliation — I  doubt  not  but  it  may  be  settled 
upon  a  permanent  basis,  in  such  a  manner  as  that,  while 
the  great  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
nation  shall  be  adequately  sustained,  the  South  shall  have 
no  cause  or  pretext  for  complaint. 

In  conclusion,  I  repeat  that  I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to 
the  bill  before  us,  for  the  reasons  before  indicated,  that 
the  adjustment  of  duties  which  it  contemplates^  is  unsatis- 
factory and  exceptionable,  and  because  tliis  is  not  the  ac- 
cepted time  for  action  upon  the  subject.  A  new  Con- 
gress is  about  to  come  into  existence  under  the  recent 
apportionment  of  representation.  Its  members  will  as- 
semble here,  bearing  with  them  the  will  of  the  people  on 
this  important  subject.  The  tariff  act  of  last  July  will 
then  have  gone  into  operation,  and  its  practical  effects 
upon  the  interests  of  the  manufacturer,  and  upon  the  re- 
venue of  the  country,  will  have  been  tried  by  the  uner- 
ring test  of  experience.  In  short,  sir,  they  will  be  able 
to  act  upon  this  subject  under  circumstances  h'^ghly  au- 
spicious to  its  satisfactory  adjustment,  and  will  dispose  of 
it,  I  trust,  in  such  a  manner  as  that  the  peace  and  harmo- 
ny of  our  country  shall  be  restored,  and  our  glorious  and 
happy  Union  perpetuated  for  ages  to  come. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  rose  to  say  he  declined  making  a 
speech  on  the  bill.  He  said  he  would  e2c plain  his  course 
to  his  constituents  in  the  form  of  a  circular,  on  liis  return 
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home;  and  in  the  mean  while  remonstrated  with  the  com- 
mittee on  the  dela^  of  public  bosineas,  by  endless  discus- 
sion on  general  pnnciples  involved  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  fully  concurred  in  these  remarks. 
He  had  desired  to  reply  to  some  of  the  speeches  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Applstoh's  amendotent,  but  would  waive  that 
purpose,  and  "hoped  other  gentlemen  would  follow  the 
example. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  rose  and  said  that  he  had  sorlle  days 
since  given  notice  of  his  determination,  after  the  friends  of 
the  bill  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  rendering  it  as 
perfect  as  they  could,  to  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause {  he  would  now  fulfil  his  purpose,  and  woukl  move 
that  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee be  stricken  out. 

He  would  ofier  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  motion. 
The  merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  its  demerits,  had  been 
very  fully  ai'gued,  and  he  would  not  repeat  what  had 
been  so  well  said  by  others.  It  was  his  opinion  that  nei- 
ther this  bill,  nor  any  other  at  all  resembling  it,  should 
pass  at  the  present  session  of  Congress.  There  was  one 
idea  which  he  had  not  heard  suggested  by  any  gentleman, 
and  which  was  a  decisive  reason  with  him  why  the  bill 
ought  not  to  become  a  law.  The  bill  would  not,  as  it 
seemed  to  be  calculated  by  many,  reduce  the  amount  of 
the  revenue,  but,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  increase  it.  To 
reduce  the  revenue  was  the  professed  object  of  the  bill. 
The  reasons  for  passing  it  haa  been  assigned,  first  by  the 
President  in  his  message  to  Congress,  then  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasurv  in  his  report,  and  lastly  by  the  'Coxn- 
roittee  of  Ways  ana  Means.  But  the  President  himself 
had  recommended  the  measure  conditionally  only;  if  it 
should  be  found  upon  examination  that  the  ejdsting  pro- 
tection on  certain  commodities-manufactured  in  the  coun- 
try was  excessive,  that  is,  that  it  was  greater  than  the  good 
of  the  country  required,  that  then  a  bill  should  be  passed 
to  reduce  it.  Had  such  an  inquiry  been  instituted?  It  had 
not.  No  inquiry  had  taken  place,  and  the  House  was 
consequently  in  possession  oi  no  evidence  to  show  that 
the  present  protection  was  excessive.  If  the  House  then 
should  pass  this  bill,  which  went  so  materially  to  affect 
g^eat  and  wide-spread  interests  of  the  country,  without 
any  previous  Inquiry,  it  would  not  be  following  the  re- 
commendation of  the  President,  but  the  contrary.  Mr. 
A.  did  not  say  that  if  such  an  inquiry  should  be  made, 
and  it  should  then  appear  that  the  protection  was  too 
great,  that  he  should  oppose  a  bill  to  reduce  it;  but  the 
investigation  was  an  indispensable  preliminary,  and  the  fact 
must  first  be  established. 

There  was  another  reason  why  Mr.  A.  should  vote 
against  the  bill.  From  a  certain  quarter  of  the  Union 
Congress  had  a  most  solemn  declaration,  made  in  Uie 
name  of  one  of  the  Stales  of  tlie  Union,  and  addressed 
to  all  the  other  States,  that  the  protective  system  should 
no  longer  be  carried  into  effect  within  that  Slate.  In  the 
address  from  the  convention  of  South  Carolina  to  the 
people  of  the  twenty-three  other'  States  of  this  Union, 
communicated  by  the  President,  with  his  recent  message 
to  Congress,  are  the  following  passages.  The  conven- 
tion, speaking  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  South  Caro- 
lina, say: 

•*  We  have  therefore  deliberately  and  unalterably  re- 
solved, that  we  will  no  longer  submit  to  a  system  of  op- 
pression which  reduQes  us  to  the  degrading  condition  of 
tributary  vassals*,  and  which  would  reduce  our  posterity 
in  a  few  generations,  to  a  slate  of  poverty  and  wretched- 
ness, that  would  stand  in  melancholy  contrast  with  the 
beautiful  and  delightful  region  in  which  the  providence 
of  God  has  cast  our  destinies.     Having  formed  this  reso- 
lution, witli  a  full  view  of  all  its  bearings,  and  of  all  its 
probable  and  possible  issues,  it  is  due  to  the  gravity  of  the 
subject,  and  tlie  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  that  we  should 
speak  to  our  confederate  brethren  in  the  plain  language 


of  frankness  and  truth.  Though  we  plant  ourselves  upon 
the  constitution,  and  the  immutable  principles  of  justice 
and  interest  to  operate  exclusively  through  the  civil  tri- 
bunals and  civil  functionaries  of  the  State,  yet  we  will 
throw  off  this  oppression  at  every  hazard.  We  believe 
our  remedy  to  be  essentially  peaceful.  We  beheve  the 
Federal  Government  has  no  shadow  of  right  or  authority 
to  act  against  a  State  of  the  Confederacy  in  any  form,  much 
leas  to  coerce  it  by  military  power.  But  we  are  aware  of 
the  diversities  of  human  opinion,  and  have  seen  too  many 
proofs  of  the  Infatuation  of  human  power,  not  to  have 
looked  with  the  most  anxious  concern  to  the  possibility  of 
a  resort  to  military  or  naval  force  on  the  part  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government)  and  in  order  to  obviate  the  possibility  of 
having  the  history  of  this  contest  stained  by  a  single  d^p 
of  fraternal  blood,  we  have  solemnly  and  irrevocably  re- 
solved that  we  will  regard  such  a  resort  as  the  dissolution 
of  the  political  ties  which  connect  us  with  our  confederate 
States;  and  will,  forthwith,  provide  for  the  organization 
of  a  new  and  separate  Government. '* 

And  again,  and  in  another  passage,  the  convention  still 
more  pointedly  say: 

<*  We  will  not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not  submit  to  this 
degradation,  and  our  resolve  is  fixed  and  unalterable  that 
a  protecting  tariff  shall  be  no  longer  enforced  within  the 
limits  of  South  Carolina.  We  stand  upon  the  principles 
of  everlasting  justice,  and  no  human  power  shaU  drive  us 
from  our  position.*' 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  peaceful  nature  of  this  re- 
medy, he  never  heard  it  spoken  of  but  it  reminded  him 
of  the  first  adventure  of^  Gil  Bias.  Gil  Bias  had  been 
furnished  by  his  uncle  wiUi  a  sorry  mule,  and  thirty 
or  forty  pistoles,  and  sent  forth  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
world.  He  sat  out  accordingly,  but  had  not  proceeded 
far  from  home,  when,  as  he  was  sitting  on  his  beast  count- 
ing his  pistoles  with  much  satisfaction  into  his  hat,  the 
mule  -suddenly  raised  her  head,  and  pricked  up  her  ears. 
Gil  Bias  looked  round  to  see  the  cause  of  her  alarm,  and 
perceived  an  old  hat  upon  the  ground  in  the  middle  of  the 
road,  with  a  rosary  of  very  large  beads  in  it.  This  was  the 
object  which  had  startled  his  mule.  At  the  same  time  he 
heard  a  voice  addressing  him  in  a  very  pathetic  tone-* 
<*Good  traveller!  in  the  name  of  the  merciful  God,  and 
of  all  the  saints,  do  drop  a  few  pieces  of  silver  into  the 
hat."  Looking  in  the  direction  from  which  these  sounds 
proceeded,  he  saw,  to  hu  great  disnmy,  the  muzzle  of  a 
blunderbuss  projecting  through  the  hedge,  and  pointing 
directly  at  his  head.  As  he  moved,  this  threatening 
muzzle  moved  also,  still  directed  at  liis  head.  On  look- 
ing more  closely  into  the  hedge,  he  perceived  that  it  was 
supported  on  two  cross  sticks,  and  aimed  by  a  figure 
having  the  air  of  an  old  soldier.  Gil  Bias,  not  much 
pleased  with  the  looks  of  this  very  pious  mendicant, 
hastily  dropped  some  pieces  into  the  hat,  and  clapping 
his  heels  into  the  sides  of  his  mule  rode  oil*  with  all  the 
speed  he  could  from  this  peaceful  solicitor  of  alms. 
I'his  presented  to  Mr.  A.'s  mind  one  of  the  most  perfect 
emblems  of  the  pacific  remedy  of  nullification  be  had 
ever  seen. 

But  if  it  was  indeed  true,  that  nullification  was  intend- 
ed as  a  pacific  remedy,  Mr.  A.  had  this  consolation,  that 
the  execution  of  the  laws  was  also  a  pacific  operation, 
and  would  continue  to  be  such,  as  long  as  the  resistance 
to  it  was  pacific;  so  long  as  nullification  was  pacific,  the 
resistance  to  nullification  would  prove  to  be  pacific  too, 
and  so  there  could  be  no  danger  that  force  would  be  used 
at  all. .  This  was  one  I'eason  why  Mr.  A.  should  vote 
against  the  bill.  Gentlemen  supposed  that  if  it.  should 
not  pass,  there  would  be  fl^reat  danger  of  bloodshed;  but 
there  could '  not  be  "the  least  danger  of  this,  provided 
tliose  who  adopted  the  principles  of  nullification  acted 
according'  to  their  professions  and  promises.  It  was  not 
their  purpose  to  resort  to  force;  and  as  there  would  then 
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be  no  need  of  force  to  execute  tke  Iawb,  tliere  would  be 
no  force  in  the  matter,  and,  of  course,  no  bloodshed. 
It  was  supposed  that  this  very  peaceable  and  friendly 
question  mig^t  be  settled  without  the  intervention  of 
K>rce.  Mr.  A.  wished  it  migfat^  but  he  conudered  it  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  question  ought  to  be  settled.  It 
ou|{'ht  to  be  known  whether  there  were  any  measures  by 
which  a  State  could  defeat  the  laws  of  the  Union.  For 
if  there  wer6,  and  the  laws  mic^t  be  set  aside  at  pleasure; 
we  must  seek  for  some  other  rorm  of  g^emment  to  live 
under. 

With  respect  to  the  doctrine  of  protection,  South  Caro- 
lina expressly  declared  that  there  should  no  longer  be  a 
protecting  tariff.  Now  it  was  Mr.  A.'s  firm  belief  that 
protection  to  his  rights  and  interests  was  the  right  of  the 
citizen,  and  the  duty  of  the  Government.  What  was  Go- 
vernment instituted  for?  For  protection.  He  repeated 
the  portion,  that  protection  wis  the  right  of  the  citizen, 
and  the  duty  and  obligation  of  the  Ctovemment.  It  was, 
on  the  part  of  Government,  a  corresponding  duty  to  that 
of  allegiance  on  the  part  of  the  citizens;  and  if  Govern- 
ment should  wholly  neglect  it,  the  bond  between  it  and 
the  citizen  was  dissolved.  The  principle  was,  in  fact, 
admitted  by  the  nullifiers  themselves,  in  the  address  tiiey 
had  published  to  the  citizens  of  South  Carolina,^  in  which 
they  called  upon  the  citizens  to  support  nullification  by 
their  allegiance,  as  an  admitted  duty.  It  was  very  true 
that  that  paper  denied  to  the  United  States  Government 
the  right  to  claim  any  allowance;  it  denied  that  any  alle- 
giance was  due  to  the  Umted  States  by  any  body.  But 
that,  he  believed,  was  not  the  opmion  of  a  majority  of  the 
committee.  He  was  confident  that  they  befieved  the  con- 
stitution was  made  by  "  We  the  people  of  the  United 
States.'*  By  way  of  parallel  Mr.  A .  had  placed  these  two 
documents  side  by  side,  and  looked  alternately  at  both. 
The  first  instrument  began  with  these  words:  '*  We  the 
people  of  the  United  States.*'  Now  he  would  ask  gentle- 
men whether  these  words  conveyed  to  their  mind  any 
idea  or  not?  He  was  speaking  to  men  of  intelligence— 
to  men  of  feeling^.  What  impression  those  words  con- 
veyed to  other  minds,  it  was  not  fo^  him  to  s^r;  but,  for 
himself,  be  could  say  that  nothing  short  of  divine  inspi- 
ration conveyed  to  his  mind  an  idea  more  sublime.  How 
were  the  words  used?  They  were  the  first,  the  opening 
words  of  the  constitution  i  they  designated  the  speaking 
parties;  these  parties  it  was  who  declared  that,  *'  in  or- 
der to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  en- 
sure domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
defence,  promote  fhe  general  welfiire,  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  libertv  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do 
ordain  and  establish  this  constitution  for  the  United  States 
of  America." 

If  ever  there  had  been  an  assembla^  of  men  whose 
aspect  impressed  the  mind  with  the  ideas  of  grandeur 
and  of  moral  sublimity,  it  was  these  men,  using  this  Ian- 

-By  the  ride  of  this  paper  he  then  placed  the  otiier;  and 
bow  did  it  commence? 

«•  To  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  Yit^ginia,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  Maryland,  Connecticut, 
Yermont,  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  New  Jersey,  Georgfia, 
Belaware,  Rhode  Island,  Kentuckv.  Tennessee,  Ohio. 
Loiusiana,  Indiana,  Mis^ssippi,  Ilfinois,  AUbama,  and 
Missouri: 

<<  We  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  assembled  in  con- 
vention," &c. 

Mr.  A.  compared  the  two;  and  how  did  they  sound? 
In  the  second,  he  found,  indeed,  the  same  idea  as  in  the 
first.  The  people  of  these  twenty-four  States  were  the 
very  same  people  as  those  who  spoke  in  the  constitution; 
but  where  was  the  grandeur,  the  moral  sublimity,  that 
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Indeed,  when  he  read  over  this  Umr  list  of  names,  all 
designating  one  people,  it  reminded  mm  of  the  Spanish 
Hidalgo  who  knocked  at  the  door  of  an  inn  at  a  late  hour, 
and  on  a  very  dark  ni^t,  and  bein^  asked  his  name,  gave 
in  five-and-twenty  names,  all  of  which  belonged  to  him; 
but  on  hearing  t^hich,  the  innkeeper  refosed  to  open  his 
door,  declaring  he  had  not  room  tor  one-half  of  all  those 
people. 

Did  those  words,  <'We  the  people"  mean  nothing? 
Did  those  ^o  issued  this  instrument  lie  in  the  foce  of  the 
worid?  Was  Uiere  no  such  being  in  existence?  If  it  were 
indeed  so,  then  all  the  ideas  Mr.  A.  had  ever  entertained 
must  undergo  an  entire  revolution.  If  the  words  meant 
any  thing  at  all,  tiiey  declared  explicitly  that  that  consti- 
tution was  the  work  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Who  would  deny  it?  Who  could  deny  it,  and  not  give 
the  lie  to  that  most  majestic  corporate  body,  and  deny 
that  it  had  any  being? 

Mr.  A.  had  heard  this  Union  called  a  oonfederacv 
of  States;  and  such  was  the  idea  put  forth  in  the  South 
Carolina  address.    It  did  not  adoress  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  it  recognised  no  such  people.    The  con-' 
stitution,  according  to  that  doctrine,  was  the  work,  not 
of  the  people,  but  of  their  attorneys.     It  was  said  that  the 
act  was  the  act  of  the  States,  and  that  ^his  was  a  umon  of 
States.    That  was,  in  one  sense,  true.    It  was  a  union  of 
the  people,  and  aJso  a  union  of  States.    The  convention 
of  1787  was  the  result  of  an  act  of  the  representatives  of 
States;  but,  as  it  came  from  their  hands,  the  instrument 
was  nothing;  it  had  no  more  force  or  value  than  a  blank 
indenture,  not  sealed.  It  mig^t  as  well  be  maintained  that 
the  attorney  who  drew  an  indenture  was  one  of  the  par- 
ties to  it,  because  he  drew  it.    It  was  true  tiiat  the  States 
were  idso  parties  to  it,  because  they  had  always  been  se- 
parate communities,  and,  after  the  estabfishroent  of  the 
national  independence,  were  still  to  continue  so^    That 
was  the  reason  why  the  votes  of  the  people  were  taken  in 
separate  masses,  and  not  in  one.  It  was  more  convenient; 
but  it  was  not  the  State  who  gave  force  to  the  constitu- 
tion.    The  convention  sent  the  instrument  to  Congressi 
and  asked  them  to  submit  it  to  the  State  Legislatures;  but 
did  the  State  Legislatures  act  upon  it?   No.    And  why? 
Because  they  could  never  use  the  language,  **  We  the 
people."  They  were  not  the  parties  to  it;  they  cxmld  not 
^ive  it  their  sanction;  they  did  not  pretend  to  act  upon 
it;  they  called  conventions  of  the  people  to  decide  on  the 
single  question,  and  the  people  adopted  the  constitution, 
commencing  with  the  words,  "  We  the  people."    It  had 
been  the  act  of  the  people  collected  in  separate  commu- 
nities, but  ftyrming  one  people,  whose  sanction  alone  gave 
to  the  constitution  all  its  power.     Even  had  the  States, 
as  States,  unanimously  ratified  it,  it  would  have  been  a 
dead  letter  until  the  people  had  acted  upon  it    In  fact,  it 
was  in  this  very  point  that  the  difference  lay  between  this 
instrument  and  the  confederation.    The  nullifiers  would 
have  them  to  be  one  and  the  same.    The  confederation 
had  been  created  by  the  State  Legislatures  and  by  Con- 
gress.    They  went  on  the  principle  that  this  was  not  a 
Government,  but  a  confederacy.    Therefore  it  was  first 
made  by  the  State  Legislatures,  and  afterwards  bv  Con- 
gress.   The  people  had  never  acted  upon  it  at  all;  they 
had  no  part  or  lot  in  making  it;  and  it  was  because  such 
an  instrument  was  found,  in  practice,  to  be  wholly  ineffi- 
cient, and  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  people  of 
this  Union  to  live  happily  or  peaceably  under  it,  that  they 
went  to  work  another  way. 

Here,  however,  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  was  wandering 
from  the  subject  before  the  committee. 

The  position  he  had  assumed  was,  that  the  Government 
was  bound  to  protect  the  great  interests,  all  the  g^reat 
interests  of  the  citizens.     Wherever  any  great  interest 
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might  be  extended  in  different  forme  to  different  inte- 
rests. It  was  true  that  the  interests  of  one  portion  of4be 
community  could  often  be  protected  only  at  the  expense 
of  some  other  portion  of  it.  It  was  the  complaint  of  the 
nuUifiers  that  the  Goyemment  took  money  out  of  the 
pockets  of  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  put  it  into  the 
pockets  of  another.  And»  in  extending  protection,  this 
must  always  more  or  less  be  the  case.  But  then,  while 
the  rights  of  one  party  were  protected  in  this  wav,  the 
rights  of  the  other  party  were  protected,  equally,  out  in 
a  different  war.    He  would  illustrate  this  position. 

In  the  Southern  and  the  Southwestern  portions  of  this 
Union,  there  existed  a  certain  interest,  which  he  need  not 
more  particularly  designate,  which  enjoyed  under  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  an  especial 
protection  peculiar  to  itself.  It  was  protected  first  by  re- 
presentation. There  were  on  that  fioor  upwards  of  twen- 
ty members  who  represented  what  in  other  States  had  no 
representation  at  all.  Mr.  A.  believed  that  it  was  not 
three  days  since  he  had  heard  it  declared  by  a  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Clattoat,]  that  the  species  of  popu- 
lation he  now  alluded  to  constituted  the  "  machinery  of 
the  South."  Now,  that  machuiery  hid  twenty  odd  re- 
presentatives in  that  hall;  representatives  elected,  not  by 
the  machinery,  but  by  those  who  owned  it  Was  there 
any  such  representation  in  any  other  portion  of  the  Union? 
Did  the  manufacturers  ask  for  any  representation  on  their 
machinery?  He  believed  their  looms  and  factories  had  no 
vote  in  Congress;  but  the  machinery  of  the  South  had 
more  than  twenty  representatives  on  that  floor.  And  if 
he  should  fo  back  to  the  history  of  this  Government  from 
its  foundation,  it  would  be  easv  to  prove  that  its  decisions 
had  been  effected  in  general  b^  majorities  less  than  that. 
Nay,  he  mirht  fo  further,  and  insist  that  that  very  repre. 
sentation  of  which  he  had  spoken,  had  ever  been,  in  tact, 
the  ruling  power  of  this  Government.  Was  this  not  pro- 
tection? Was  it  not  protection  at  the  expense  of  another 
portion  of  the  community?  If  it  did  not  literally  take 
money  out  of  the  pockets  of  som^  and  put  it  into  the 
pockets  of  others,  still  it  operated  m  preciseljr  the  same 
way.  Tes;  this  very  protection  had  taken  millions  and 
millions  of  money  from  the  free  laboring  population  of  this 
country,  and  put  it  into  the  pockets  of  tiie  owners  of  South- 
em  machinery.  Mr.  A.  did  not  complain  of  this.  He  did 
not  say  that  it  was  not  all  right.  What  he  said,  was,  that 
the  South  possessed  a  great  protected  interest — an  inte- 
rest protected  by  that  instrument — [Mr.  A.  held  the  con- 
stitution in  his  hand.]  He  was  for  adhering  to  the  bare 
gain,  because  it  was  a  bargain.  Not  that  he  would  agree 
to  it  if  the  bargain  were  now  to  be  made  over  again. 

This  interest  was  further  protected  by  another  provi- 
sion of  that  same  instrument. 

<<No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  un- 
der the  Uws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharg- 
ed from  such  service  or  labor;  but  shall  be  delivered  up 
on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
be  due." 

What  was  this  but  protection  to  the  owners  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  South.  And  let  it  be  observed  that  a  pro- 
vision like  this  ran  counter  to  all  the  tenor  of  lej^islation 
in  the  free  States*  It  was  contrary  to  all  Uie  notions  and 
feelings  of  the  people  of  the  North,  to  deliver  a  man  up 
to  any  foreign  authority  unless  he  had  been  guilty  of 
some  crime.  And,  but  for  such  a  clause  in  the  compact, 
a  Southern  fentleman  who  had  lost  some  article  of  his  ma- 
chinery,couTd  never  recover  him  back  from  the  free  States. 

The  constitution  contained  another  clause,  extend- 
ing still  further  protection  to  the  same  interest.  It  gua- 
rantied to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republican  Go- 
vernment. 

<<  The' United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in 
this  Union  a  republican  form -of  Government,  and  shall 


protect  each  of  them  against  invasion;  and,  on  appficatioA 
of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive,  (when  the  Leftoh 
lature  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic  violence.*' 

This,  to  be  sure,  was  a  genem  provision,  operating  alike 
on  every  portion  of  the  Union.  But  every  body  knew 
that,  where  this  sort  of  machinery  existed,  the  State  was 
more  liable  to  domestic  violence  than  they  were  elsewhere, 
because  that  machinery  sometimes  exerted  a  self-moving 
power.  Such  a  power  had  been  exerted.  The  caU  for 
this  protection  'had  very  recently  been  made,  and  it  had 
been  answered^  and  the  power  of  the  Union  had  been 
exerted  to  insure  the  owners  of  the  machinery  against  do* 
mestic  violence.  Mr.  A.  would  say  one  word  more  on 
this  guarantee  of  a  republican  form  of  Government  It  was 
a  serious  question  in  his  mind  whether  that  part  of  the 
constitution  was  not  at  this  very  time  on  the  eve  of  being 
called  into  execution.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that,  if  South  Carolina  were  not  at  this  moment  under 
a  Government  not  republican,  she  was  at  a  very  little 
distance  from  it.  It  deserved  serious  consideration,  whe- 
ther the  ordinance  of  the  nuUifiers  had  not  placed  South 
Carolina  without  the  verg^  of  republican  Governments. 
When  he  endeavored  to  reflect  upon  what  the  proceed* 
inga  of  Souttr  Carolina  had  been,  and  asked  himself  whe* 
ther  the  power  now  operating  there  could  truly  be  de- 
scribed a^  a  republican  Government,  he  felt  himself  unable 
to  answer  the  question.  He  should  not  further  enlarge 
on  this  point  at  present.  But  it  was  a  serious  question^ 
and  it  deserved  serious  consideradon. 

Such  was  the  protection  extended  by  the  constitution 
to  a  particular  interest  in  this  Union. 

But  that  same  interest  was  further  protected  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  protected  by  the  existence 
of  a  standing  army.  If  the  States  of  this  Union  were  all 
free  republican  States,  and  none  of  them  possessed  any  of 
the  machinery  of  which  he  had  spoken,  and  if  anouer 
portion  of  the  Union  were  not  exposed  to  another  dan- 
ger, from  their  vicinity  to  the  triVes  of  Indian  savages,  he 
believed  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  to  the  House  the 
necessity  for  any  such  thing  as  a  standing  armv.  What 
in  fact  was  the  occupation  of  tiie  army?  It  had  been  pro- 
tecting this  very  same  interest.  It  had  been  doing  so  ever 
since  the  armjr  existed.  Of  what  use  to  the  district  of 
Plymouth,  which  he  here  represented,  was  the  standing 
army  of  the  United  States?  Of  not  one  dollar's  use,  and 
never  had  been.  He  would  go  further.  The  army  was 
not  of  one  dollar^s  value  to  the  whole  manufiicturing  in- 
terest. The  persons  engaged  in  manufactures  were,  and 
ever  had  been,  most  orderly  and  exemplary  in  their  obe- 
dience to  the  laws.  No  army  was  necessary  to  keep  them 
in  order.  Now  the  United  States  kept  up  an  army  of  six 
thousand  men.  What  to  do?  To  protect  the  owners  of 
this  machinery,  and  to  defend  the  setUers  on  our  Western 
frontier.  In  what  had  it  been  occupied  during  the  last 
summer?  In  protecting  the  factories?  No.  In  suppress- 
ing an  Indian  war.  The  army  existed  only  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  South  and  of  tiie  West.  Of  what  value  was 
it  to  tiiose  manufacturers  or  agriculturists,  at  whom  the 
House  was  going  to  strike  by  this  bUl?  There  was  not 
one  among  the  poorest  shepherds  who  tended  their  flocks 
on  Mr.  A.'s  native  hills,  that  did  not  pay  his  ^uota  to- 
wards the  support  of  this  army.  Was^  not  this  taking 
monev  out  of  the  pockets  of  one,  to  put  it  iato  the  pock- 
ets of  another?  Vet  what  was  the  ground  of  all  the  com- 
plaints? While  the  people  of  Massachusetts  were  spend- 
ing their  mone^  to  support  the  South  and  the  West, 
what  sbow  of  right  had  gentlemen  from  the  South?  He 
wouUl  do  the  members  from  the  West  the  justice  to  ad- 
mit that  they  said  no  such  thing,  but  what  right  had  the 
representation  from  the  South  to  come  on  that  floor,  and 
tell  them,  "  We  will  not  submit  to  pay  one  nngle  cent  to 
protect  you?" 

But  there  was  another  great  interest  protected  under 
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the  constltutioa.  He  referred  to  the  interest  of  commerce 
and  navigation.  The  country  had  a  navy,  which  was 
now  costing  it  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
Of  what  value  was  this  to  the  manufacturer,  or  to  the 
wool  grower,  if  they  should  reason  on  the  narrow  and 
contracted  principle,  that  their  personal  interest  was  the 
only  interest  in  the  community  for  which  they  ought  to 
care?  On  such  principles,  the  navy  was  nothing  to  them. 
It  might  achieve  as  many,  and  as  glorious  victories  as 
ever  had  heen  won  by  the  wooden  walls  of  the  fast  an- 
chored isle :  the  manufacturer  was  not  a  cent  the  richer 
for  them.  But  he  was  obliged  to  pay  to  support  the  navy, 
and  to  pay  six  or  seven  millions,  including  navy  and  army. 

When  he  heard  gentlemen  talk  about  reducing  reve- 
nue to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  he  wanted  them  first 
to  specify  what  are  the  wants  of  the  Government.  Pro- 
tection, It  seemed,  was  not  one  of  them.  Well;  if  they 
must  withdraw  protection  from  the  free  white  labor  of  the 
North,  then  it  ought  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  machinery 
of  the  South.  Let  them  disband  their  army:  this  would 
g^  as  far  as  four  or  five  millions  towards  reducing  the  re- 
venue to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  The  next  step 
was  to  abolish  the  navy;  for  why  should  commerce  and 
navigation  continue  to  enjoy  protection,  when  it  was  with- 
drawn from  the  other  interests  of  the  country?  Well; 
when  this  had  been  done,  and  Congfress  had  been  so  very 
generous  as  to  give  away  all  the  public  lands,  what,  he  ask- 
ed, would  remain  for  the  General  Government  to  do?  No- 
thing. There  would  be  nothing  for  it  to  do.  The  mem- 
bers might  then  withdraw  protection  from  themselves  by 
abolishing  their  pay,  and  there  would  be  but  one  step 
more  remaining,  which  would  be  to  dissolve  the  Govern- 
ment. No  Government  would  be  needed.  Let  it  go  back 
to  its  original  elements — let  it  go  back  to  the  States — let 
it  go  back  to  the  confederation — ^go  back  to  the  people. 
This  was  the  legitimate  consequence  of  those  arguments 
urged  by  gentlemen  who  would  no  longer  submit  to  a 
system  of  protection. 

Mr.  A.  might  say,  that  his  constituents  possessed  as 
much  right  to  say  to  the  people  of  the  South — we  will  not 
submit  to  the  protection  of  your  interests;  as  the  people 
of  the  South  had  to  address  such  language  to  them. 

There  was  another  decided  reason  which  operated  with 
him  against  passing  any  bill  whatever,  upon  tliis  subject, 
stt  this  time . 

The  House  could  not  pass  any  bill  that  would  not,  of 
necessity,  confirm  the  ordinance  of  South  Carolina.  No 
law  upon  this  subject  could,  at  this  time,  be  enacted  by 
Congress,  but  would  be  received  and  understood  by  all 
paKies,  friend  and  foe,  to  be  the  triumph  of  nullification. 
The  State  of  South  Carolina  had  said  that  the  tariff  kw 
was  null  and  void;  and  that  it  should  not  be  executed 
within  her  limits.  And  Congress  immediately  replies,  by 
declaring  that  that  law  should  not  be  executed  any  where. 
Mr.  A.  admitted  that  such  a  proceeding  might,  for  a  mo- 
ment, remove  the  questi(  n  of  nullification.  But  it  would 
be  for  a  moment  only.  Let  Congress  permit  one  State 
to  declare  that  its  laws  should  not  be  executed,  and  sub- 
mit to  have  that  declaration  carried  into  effect,  and  they 
would  soon  have  States  enough  tell  them  that  the  laws 
should  not  be  executed  within  their  limits.  And,  with- 
out intending  any  reflection  on  South  Carolina,  he  might 
observe,  that  there  were  States  in  this  Union,  who,  if  they 
should  say  the  same  thing-  that  South  Carolina  had  said, 
might  make  it  a  much  more  serious  question.  And  the 
House  might  take  his  word  that  they  would  have  such 
language  addressed  to  them. 

Mr.  A.  was  against  the  passage  of  any  thing.  He  wish- 
ed to  see  the  question  settled.  South  Carolina  had  made 
up  an  issue;  she  said  she  wished  it  settled  peaceably. 
Mr.  A.  was  for  meeting  her,  and  settling  the  question  she 
had  made.  This  Union  was  now  tottering.  It  was  tot- 
tering to  its  foundation,  on  the  question  whether  a  single 


State  possessed  the  power  to  annul  laws  enacted  by  the 
whole  Union.     He  averred  that  this  was  a  question  on 
which  the  continuance  of  the  Union  depended.     It  was  a 
question  that  must  be  settled,  and  this  was  the  time  to 
settle  it.    There  was  no  time  in  which  it  could  be  so  fitly 
and  so  advantageously  settled,  as  at  this  time,  because 
those  who  raised  the  question  declared  their  desire  to  be, 
that  it  should  be  settled  peaceably.     Mr.  A.  wished  that 
it  might  be  settled  peaceiUily.     He  believed  that  it  would 
be,  because  be  believed  that  the  nuUifiers  would  not  strike 
the  first  blow;  and  that  the  Government  would  be  too 
wise  and  too  cautious  to  do  it;  and  if  neither  party  struck 
the  first  blow,  it  must  be  settled  peaceably.     Either  the 
laws  would  be  executed,  or  the  tariff  annulled,  and  the 
protecting  S3rstem  destroyed.     If  that  system  should  be 
destroyed,  he  would  not  say  in  what  form  the  question 
would'come  up,  as  a  question  far  more  serious  than  was 
now  made,  and  to  be  settled  in  reference  to  a  different  in- 
terest    At  present,  the  interests  of  the  South  were  pro- 
tected, and  superabundantly  protected,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution.     Let  that  protection  be  destroyed, 
and  they  would  find  their  security  put  in  question  in  a 
manner  not  so  easily  gotton  rid  of.     The  notion  held  out 
in  favor  of  the  bill  was,  that  it  was  to  allay  discontents. 
And  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  delivered  a  very  pathetic  and  very  eloquent  eulogium 
upon  fear.     Mr.  A.  had  listened  to  it  with  g^reat  delight; 
but  as  he  knew  that  gentleman  to  be  an  accomplished 
classic  scholar,  he  would  venture  to  remind  him  that  there 
were  other  virtues  besides  fear,  suitable  for  the  exercise' 
of  a  patriot  and  a  statesman,  on  which  as  just  and  eloquent 
eulogiums  might  be  pronounced.     Among  these  was  the 
virtue  of  fortitude — a  virtue,  which  he  was  under  a  so- 
lemn conviction  that  every  member  of  this  House,  and 
every  intelligent  citizen  of  this  community,  wodid  at  no 
distant  day  be  called  upon  to  exercise;  in  commendation 
of  which  he  would  refer  the  gentleman  to  a  classic  autho- 
rity, which  no  one  better  understood,  or  was  more  quali- 
fied to  appreciate.     He  alluded  to  the  sentiment  so  elo- 
quently expressed  by  the  great  Roman  poet. 

Justum  et  tenftcem  propotiti  vinim 
Non  eivium  ardor  pravajubentium* 
Non  vttltus  iiuuintU  Tyranni, 
Mcnte  quatit  solida. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  A.,  I  ask  the  forgiveness  of  the 
committee  for  having  detained  them  so  long,  and  have  no- 
thing more  to  say. 

Mr,  JENIFER  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  either  be  withdrawn  or  rejected,  un- 
til the  bill  should  have  been  further  amended. 

Mr.  B ARUINGER  replied,  with  warmth,  to  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Abaxs,  deprecating  any  step  that  should  go  at  once 
to  test  the  strength  and  existence  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SURGES  followed,  and  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks stated  that  he  had  a  resolution  which  he  wished  to 
offer,  limiting  the  operation  of  the  bill  of  last  session  to 
eight  years. 

[Mr.  DRAYTON,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  to  Mr. 
Adams,  in  a  strain  of  great  warmth,  as  having  introduced 
topics  that  must  inevitably  excite  the  most  hostile  and  even 
furious  passions.  He  examined  the  positions  which  he 
understood  to  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  which 
he  condtemned,  as  worse  than  nullification  itself. 

Mr.  ADAMS  denied  that  Mr.  Dhattok  had  justly  re- 
presented his  argument. 

The  followine  is  a  substantial  report  of  Mr.  Drattos's 
remarks,  thougfh  defective  in  some  of  the  particulars  upon 
which  Mr.  Adams  touched  in  his  reply  a  few  days  after- 
wards-.] 

Mr.  DRAYTON  said  that,  had  it  not  been  that  the  de- 
bate had  taken  an  entirely  new  turn,  and  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  the  subject  before  them,  he  should  have  per- 
severed in  the  silence  which  he  had  stated  that  he  should 
maintain,  so  long  as  the  bill  was  in  committee;  but  to  the 
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inflammatory  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachu- 
setts  be  felt  himself  compelled  to  reply. 

That  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his  ailment,  had  in- 
troduced a  topic  of  a  particularly  delicate  and  exciting 
jiature,  and  discussed  it  in  a  manner  which  was  calculated 
to  engender  the  bitterest  discord.  He  had  tlirowri  a  fire- 
brand into  that  ball.  After  expatiatinpf  upon  the  protec- 
tioir  which  is  guarantied  by  the  constitution  to  the  vari- 
ous interests  embraced  within  it,  he  told  us  that  its  pro- 
tection was  extended  to  the  slaves  of  the  South,  and  that 
if  the  protection  requured  by  the  manufacturers  and  agri- 
culturists of  the  North  and  East,  to  which  they  were  equal- 
ly entitled,  should  be  withheld  from  them,  as  it  would 
be  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  protection  would  be  re- 
fusea  to  the  South;  and  they  might  take  their  own  inte- 
rests in  their  own  hands.  He  [Mr.  D.]  was  not  certain 
that  he  had  given  the  words  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (as he  had  taken  no  notes  oniis  speech,)  but  he  was 
satisfied  that  he  had  substantially  expressed  their  meaning. 
Mr.  Adams  here  interrupted  Mr.  D.,  and  said  that  be 
had  said  no  such  thing. 

It  being  now  five  o'clock,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, moved  that  the  committee  should  rise;  but  the  mo- 
tion was  overruled. 

Mr.  DRAYl'ON  then  resumed.  The  remarks  had  been 
made;  and  he  repeated  that  they  were,  sub«tantially, 
what  he  had  said.  He  appealed  to  all  who  had  heard 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whether  he  had  not 
expressed,  or  plainly  implied,  that  protection  would  be 
withdrawn  from  the  slave  property  of  the  South,  unless 
the  freemen  of  the  North  and  East  were  protected,  by  a 
tariff,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  this  bill  should  be- 
come a  law.  Had  not  language  such  as  this  a  natural  and 
necessary  tendency  to  create  discontent  and  inflammatory 
feelings,  to  excite  a. burst  of  indijjnation  in  the  bosom  of 
every  one  who  heard  it?  If  the  intention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  been  to  rouse  up  those  pre- 
judices and  passions,  (which  should  be  peculiarly  exclud- 
ed from  a  legislative  body,)  he  could  scarcely  have  ac- 
complished his  intention  more  successfully. 

Mr.  D.  went  on  by  observing,  that  well  indeed  might 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  BARRivesn] 
pronounce  this  to  be  a  spirit-stirring  question,  as  the  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was, 
whether  we  were  to  remain  as  united  States,  or  be  bro- 
ken into  unconnected  and  hostile  fragments,  according  to 
the  rejection  or  the  passage  of  a  bill  which,  whether  ex- 
pedient or  inexpedient,  was  clearly  within  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  act  upon;  for  no  one  will 
doubt  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  reduce  the 
quantum  of  protection  to  the  ^manufacturers,   or    the 
amount  of  taxation  to  be  levied  upon  the  people.     Has  it 
already  come  to  this?  said  Mr.  D.     Are  we  now  to  choose 
between  the  alternatives 'of  dissolving  the  Union,  or  of 
rejecting  this  tariff  bill?    Does  the  permanence  of  our 
free  and  renowned  institutions  depend  upon  our  granting 
as  many  dollars  and  cents  for  the  protection  of  domestic 
industry  as  its  advocates  shall  prescribe  to  the  legislature? 
He  could  not,  Mr.  D.  said,  and  would  not,  believe  that 
motives  so  degrading  could  operate  upon  the  people  in 
any  section  of  the  United  States. 

Af^er  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  some  observations  of 
Mr.  Buness  on  the  subject  of  the  numerous  persons  who 
would  be  thrown  out  of  employment*" in  the  event  of  the 
protection  afforded  to  the  Eastern  manufacturers  being 
withdrawn,  Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  notice  another  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  That  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  the  bill  had  been  introduced  by  the 
Comnrittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  from  the  apprehension  of 
a  coalition^ with  the  nuUifiers  of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  I), 
replied  that  this  wns  not  the  first  time  that  he  had  dis- 
claimed, nor  would  it  probably  be  the  last  time  that  he 
should  discUim  the  doctrine  of  nullification.     He  regard. 
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ed  it  as  a  doctrine  false  in  theory,  mischievous  in  its  re 
suits,  and  unsupported  by  any  arguments  which  bore  the 
semblance  of  plausibility.  Reduced  to  practice,  it  was 
neither  more  nor  less  than  revolution;  its  termination 
must  be  civil  war,  to  be  decided  like  all  other  appeals  to 
arms — ^by  the  longest  purse  and  the  largest  battalions. 
But,  whilst  we  were  told  that  apprehensions  of  the  terrors 
of  nullification  had  occasioned  the  introduction  of  the  bill, 
was  it  not  proclaimed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts that  we  might  expect  to  be  visited  by  the  vengeance 
of  certain  sections  of  the  country,  should  they  be  depriv- 
ed of  that  protection  which  they  claimed  as  a  constitutional 
right?  But  whether  the  South  Carolina  doctrine,  as  it  is 
termed,  was  to  be  upheld  or  denounced^  did  not  consti- 
tute the  question  before  the  committee.  It  was  for  us 
now  to  determine,  whatever  might  be  the  course  of  Soutli 
Carolina,  whether  the  bill  upon  the  table  was  a  good  or  a 
bad  one;  whether  the  surplus  revenue,  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  informs  us  exceeds  the  proper  wants 
of  the  Government  by  several  millions,  would  not  be  re- 
duced by  it;  and  whether,  therefore,  for  these,  or  for  any 
other  reasons,  the  bill  which  has  been  reported  ought  not 
to  become  a  law. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  not  content  with 
asserting  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
taken  counsel  from  their  fears,  had  charged  the  members 
of  this  committee,  who  should  vote  for  the  bill,  with  being 
dictated  to  by  their  fears  of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  D.  did 
not  believe  that  the  vote  of  a  single  representative  would 
be  directed  by  so  unworthy  a  motive  as  fear.  What  had 
an  individual  performing  his  duty  here  to  apprehend? 
If  fear  did,  in  any  degree,  operate  upon  the  minds  of  any 
members,  it  would  not  be  the  fear  of  offending,  or  of  irri- 
tating South  Carolina,  but  the  fear  of  being  suspected  to 
be  controlled  in  their  votes  by  the  menaces  of  South 
Carolina.  A  fear  arising  from  this  cause,  which  might 
unconsciously  influence  an  honorable  man,  would  be 
more  likely  to  render  him  hostile  than  friendly  to  the  bill. 
But  the  fear  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
appealed  to,  was  direct.  He  had  alluded  t<f  what  he  sup- 
posed were  the  fears,  the  personal  fears,  of  tlie  slave- 
holders of  the  South;  to  the  dangers  with  which  the^. 
would  be  surrounded  should  the  protection  of  the  consti- 
tution be  withdrawn  from  them;  to  the  refusal  of  that  pro- 
tection by  the  North  and  East,  should  the  protection  to 
which  they  were  constitutionally  entitled  be  taken  from 
them;  to  the  spirit  which  would  be  called  forth  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  among  the  manufacturers  and  agri- 
culturists of  the  North,  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  nul- 
lification of  South  Carolina.  The  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  this  declaration,  Mr.  D.  presumed  to  be,  that  as  the 
physical  force  of  the  North  and  East  exceeded  that  of  the 
South,  it  was,  therefore,  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  it  was 
more  competent  to  effect  its  object.  If  this  spirit  could 
be  excited  by  the  passage  of  the  bill;  if  it  was  to  drive 
those  who  were  inflamed  by  it  to  the  desperate  extremes 
which  had  been  represented,  then,  according  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  should  this  bill  pass.  The 
North  and  the  East  would  no  longer  regai*d  themselves  as 
bound  by  the  federal  compact,  and  the  Union  would  be 
dissolved. 

Mr.  D.  appealed  to  the  committee,  whether  observa- 
tions such  as  these  were  not  more  reprehensible  t|ian  the 
doctrines  of  South  Carolina.  Whether  she  was  right  or 
wrong  in  her  assertion  of  the  right  of  nullification,  (and 
that  he  thought  her  radically  wrong,  be  had  never  hesi- 
tated to  avow,)  her  resistance  to  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress proceeded  from  the  enactment  of  laws  which  three- 
fourths  of  South  Carolina  and  of  the  Southern  States  be- 
lieved to  be  unconstitutional,  whereas  the  resistance  with 
which  we  were  menaced  from  the  North  and  from  the 
East,  would  be  founded  upon  the  passage  of  a  law,  the 
constitutionality  of  which  they  could  not  question. 
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Mr.  D.  would  say  a  few  words  upon  that  part  of  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  which  re- 
lated to  the  protection  afforded  by  the  constitution  to  the 
South.  In  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
constitution,  a  representative  to  Cong^ss  is  granted  to 
the  Southern  States  for  three-fifths  of  their  slaves,  and  as 
an  equivalent  for  this  concession,  they  are  liable  to  the 
payment  of  direct  taxes,  in  a  ratio  apportioned  to  that 
representation.  This  was  a  compromise  assented  to  when 
the  constitution  was  adopted,  and  was  one,  among  other 
instances  contained  in  that  instrument,  of  the  mutual  con- 
cessions and  compromises,  upon  which  it  was  established. 
As  the  South  obtained  a  larger  representation  than  tlieir 
free  population  entitled  them  to,  in  return  they  were 
bound  to  discharge  a  proportionably  greater  share  of  di- 
rect taxation.  These  were  the  conditions  of  the  com- 
pact. They  were  fairly  and  voluntarily  entered  into;  they 
were  considered  to  be  expedient  when  they  were  ratified, 
and,  at  this  day,  none  of^  the  contracting  parties  have  a 
right  to  complain  of  them. 

As  to  the  other  species  of  protection,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constituti- 
tion,  upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
80  much  enlarged,  Mr.  D.  observed  that  this  protection 
was  rather  nominal  than  real;  that  the  Southern  States 
placed  no  reliance  upon  it;  that  they  were  confident  that 
they  were  able  to  protect  themselves;  and  he  felt  assured 
that  if  they  believed  that  the  security  of  the  tenure  by 
which  they  held  their  slaves,  depended  upon  the  succor 
which  they  were  constitutionally  authorized  to  require 
from  the  Union,  they  would  abandon  all  hope  of  retaining 
tiieir  slaves  in  subjection. 

Mr.  D.  then  commented  at  some  length,  and  with  con- 
siderable acrimony,  upon  certain  passages  in  a  report  and 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mrssachusetts,  relating  to 
the  bill  before  the  committee;  but  having  subsequently 
ascertained  that  the  report  and  resolutions  were  inaccu- 
rately transcribed  in  the  paper  in  which  he  had  read  them, 
and  that  they  did  not  contam  the  passages  which  he  had 
censured,  we  have,  at  t^is  request,  omitted  to  publish  that 
part  of  his  speech. 

[On  a  subsequent  day,  Mr.  D.  took  occasion  to  make  an 
explanation  in  relation  to  the  expressions  used  by  him  res- 
pecting language  which  he  had  erroneously  understood 
to  be  contained  m  the  resolutions  of  the  Massachusetts  Le- 
gislature, and  which  he  afterwards  discovered  not  to  be 
in  that  paper;  he  fully  retracted  what  he  bad  said,  and 
expressed,  in  vtry  complimentary  terms,  his  high  regard 
for  that  State  and  her  citizens.] 

Mr.  D.,  in  concluding,  said  that  he  should  not  examine 
the  details  of  this  bill;  tnat  it  never  had  been  his  intention 
to  do  so  before  the  committee;  that  he  had  risen  solely 
in  consequence  of  some  of  the  remai'ks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts;  and  that  in  giving  his  vote  he  should 
be  influenced  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  not  at  all 
by  tlie  situation  of  South  Carolina;  and  he  trusted  that 
no  members  would  be  drawn  from  the  path  of  their  duty, 
by  irrelative  and  inflammatory  remarks,  but  tliat  they 
would  be  led  by  those  motives  of  justice  and  expediency 
which,  as  legislators,  they  were  bound  to  obey. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  about  to  reply,  when 

Mr.  PATTON  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way  for  a 
motion  for  the  risine^  of  the  committee. 

And  the  House  a^ourned. 

Tuesday,  Fsbkuabt  5. 

The  morning  business  having  been  gone  through,  the 
House  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  again  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Wjltsr  in  the 
chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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Mr.  VATTON,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  that  he  had 


not  intended,  until  the  evening  before,  to  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  any  observations  of  his  upon  the 
important  measure  now  under  di^cusnon. 

He  did  not  now  propose  to  enter  upon  any  ezamina- 
tion  of  the  general  principles  of  the  American  system. 
He  concurred  in  the  sentiment  which  had  been  express- 
ed, and  he  believed  was  universally  entertained  in  the 
House,  that  no  argument,  on  either  nde,  was  likely  to 
produce  a  change  of  opinion,  either  as  to  the  constitu- 
tionality or  unconstitutionality,  the  expediency  or  inex- 
pediency, as  a  measure  of  national  policy  and  justice,  of 
that  system.  For  ten  or  twelve  years  these  questions,  in 
all  their  aspects,  had  engaged  the  deliberations,  not  only 
of  Congressi  but  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stated,  and 
with  continually  increa«ng  anxiety  and  solemnity.  Those 
who  were  not  by  this  time  satisfied  upon  these  questions!, 
must  be  either  above,  or  below,  or  beyond,  the  reach  of 
argument. 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussion,  not  only  hostility  of 
interest,  and  .consequent  collision  of  opinion,  between 
different  classes  of  men,  have  developed  themselves,  but 
they  have  unfortunately  assumed  a  sectional  location,  out 
of  which  have  arisen  geographical  parties,  who,  pushing 
their  opinions  to  extremes,  have  brought  about  a  state  of 
things  which',  in  the  opinion  of  cool,  reflecting  men,  is 
more  menacing  to  the  peaceful  continuance  of  the  Union, 
than  any  which  has  ever  existed  since  the  establishment 
of  independence. 

So  long,  said  Mr.  P.,  as  the  discussion  pursued  the  or- 
dinary path,  T,  in  common  with  most  of  those  with  whom 
I  act  on  this  subject,  abstained  and  intended  to  refrain 
from  contributing  to  a  debate  which,  confined  almost  ex- 
clusively to  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  they  seemed  dis- 
posed, for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  to  protract 
to  an  almost  interminable  length.  Our  course  was  to  wait 
patiently  until  this  tide  of  discussion  should  have  an  ebb, 
and  avoid  saying  an)r  thing  that,  by  posMbility,  might  tend 
to  increase  that  excitement  of  feeling,  so  unfiriendly  to 
a  peaceful  and  harmonious  adjustment  of  this  distracting 
contest,  until  some  decisive  indication  was  ^ven  by  this 
body  as  to  its  intention  to  do  any  thing  calculatied  to 
ameliorate  the  grievances  of  which  the  South  complained. 

The  debate,  however,  has  suddenly  taken  a  new  and 
unexpected  turn,  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Anxms,]  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  a  motion  which,  if  successful,  levellra 
a  fatal  blow  at  all  prospect  of  conciliation  and  peace,  and 
which  he  has  thought  proper  to  accompany  with  remarks 
of  a  character,  uttered  in  a  temper,  and  indicating  a 
spirit,  in  my  judgment,  extremely  unsuited  to  the  occa- 
sion, the  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  country,  and  the 
source  from  which  they  proceeded:  remarks,  which  I 
concur  with  the  honorable  gentlenoan  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Drattoh]  in  considering  as  well  calculated  as 
any  that  could  have  been  uttered,  to  throw  a  firebrand 
into  our  councils,  to  add  fuel  to  a  flame  already  burn- 
ing too  fiercely,  and  to  arouse  passions,  and  exasperate 
prejudices,  which  it  ought  to  be  the  business  of  every 
patriot  to  do  all  in  his  p9wer  to  extinguish,  to  allay, 
and  subdue.  Standing  here  as  the  representative  in  part 
of  a  State,  which,  by  her  Legislature,  has  so  recently 
manifested,  with  almost  unexampled  unanimity,  her  de- 
sire to  preserve  peace,  by  entreating  both  parties  to  the 
impending  conflict,  to  forbear  from  proceeding  to  extre- 
mities; which  has  expended  so  much  blood  and  treasure 
in  defending  and  maintaining  the  liberties  of  these  States; 
and  contributed  so  largely,  both  in  council  and  in  action, 
towards  creating  and  preserving,  and  has  so  deep  a  stake 
in  the  continuance  of  this  Union,  it  was  impossible  to  sup- 
press the  expression  of  my  surprise,  regret,  and  alarroy 
at  the  spirit  displayed  so  unexpectedly  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massactmsetts. 

For  what  purpose  I  know  not,  it  has  seemed  good  to 
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him  to  draw  into  this  discussion  topics  which  have  nothiDg 
to  do  with  the  bill  before  this  committee,  and  to  invite 
us,  by  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  enter  upon  that  wide 
field  of  political  metaphysics  which,  from  another  source, 
bad  been  unfortunately  spread  out  upon  the  political 
arena  prematurely,  unnecessarily,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
unwisely.     I  allude  to  the  Pre«dent'B  proclamation. 

The  gentleman  has  avowed  opinions,  in  relation  to  one 
of  those  questions,  which  have  thus  been  presented  to 
the  American  public,  involving  some  principles  in  re- 
lation to  the  origin  and  character  of  this  Government, 
which  the  State  of  Virginia  has  uniformly  an^  strenu- 
ouflly  denied  to  be  true,  and  which  I  feel  it  my  duty,  con- 
curring, as  I  do,  in  this  opinion,  and  since  no  other  of 
her  delegation  liave  chosen  to  do  so,  not  to  permit  to 
pass  without  entering  my  protest  against,  and  making 
an  humble  elTort  to  refute  tnem.  I  £all  confine  myself 
to  those  topics  which  the  gentleman  has  drawn  into  dis- 
cussion, and  will  not  enter  upon  any  of  ttie  others  con- 
nected with  them  in  the  document  to  which  I  have  al- 
ready referred)  and  for  the  full  discussion  of  all  the  the- 
ories contained  in  which,  a  more  suitable  occasion  will  be 
afibrded,  in  all  probability,  during  the  session. 

The  proposition  which  he  asserU,  in  substance,  is, 
that  this  Government  is  a  completely  sovereign  Govern- 
ment, created  by  the  people  or  the  United  States,  as  one 
people,  and  exercising  its  powers  by  the  authority  of 
the  people,  as  one  political  community.  And  by  what 
argument  does  he  sustain  this  proposition?  It  is  founded 
exclusively  upon  a  part  oT  the  preamble  of  the  constitu- 
tion, "  We,  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes,"  And  he 
says  that,  not  to  admit  the  truth  of  his  proposition,  is 
"  to  give  the  lie"  to  the  express  declaration  of  the  con- 
stitution itself.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  candid  exami- 
nation of  this  part  of  the  preamble,  as  well  as  every  other 
part  of  it,  leads  to  an  opposite  conclusion;  and  that,  to 
admit  the  interpretation  contended  for  by  him,  is  not  only 
to  pervert  the  obvious  sense  of  the.  passage  he  relies  on, 
but  **  to  give  the  lie,"  to  borrow  me  gentleman's  lan- 
^age,  to  the  whole  preamble,  to  the  article  of  ratifica- 
tion, and  to  the  most  notorious  historical  facts.  This  ex- 
pression of  "  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,"  was 
objected  to  by  Patrick  Henry,  in  the  Virginia  Conven- 
tion called  to  consider  of  the  ratification  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  justifying  the  inference  that  a  consolidated  Go- 
vernment was  intented  to  be  created.  And  he  asked 
by  what  authority  the  convention  had  used  the  expres- 
sion ««We,  the  people,"  instead  of  ««We,  the  States." 
He  was  answered  by  Mr.  Madison,  also  a  member  of  tliat 
convention,  who  had  then  recently  been  a  member  of  the 
convention  who  framed  the  constitution,  who  had  takcQ  a 
prominent  part  in  forming,  and  has  since  done  more  to 
rescue  it  from  the  perversions  and  misconstructions  to 
which  it  has,  at  diiferent  times,  been  exposed,  than  any 
man  living  or  dead.    This  is  his  language: 

'*  Who  are  the  parties  to  W  (the  constitution.)  The 
people;  but  not  the  people  as  composing  one  great  body, 
out  the  people  as  composing  thirteen  sovereignties. 
Were  it,  as  the  gentleman  asserts,  a  consolidated  Govern- 
ment, the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  people  would  be 
sufficient  for  its  establishment;  and  as  a  majority  have 
adopted  it  already,  the  remaining  States  would  be  bound 
by  the  act  of  a  majority,  even  if  they  unanimously  repro- 
bated it.  Were  it  such  a  Government  as  is  now  suggest- 
ed, it  would  be  now  binding  on  the  people  of  this  State, 
without  having  had  the  privilege  of  deliberating  upon  it. 
Should  all  the  States  adopt  it,  it  will  then  be  a  Govern- 
ment established  by  the  thirteen  States  of  America,  not 
by  the  intervention  of  the  Legislature,  but  by  the  people 
at  large." 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  is  the  difierence  be- 
tween these  two  expressions,  <*  we,  the  people  of  the 
United  States,"  and  **  we,  the  people  of  the  States  unit- 


ed." Do  they  not  express  the  same  idea?  Do  they  not 
both  assert  precisely  the  same  historical  fact,  viz.  that  the 
union  of  the  States  was  assented  to  by  the  people  of  the 
States,  as  such? 

Let  us  look  a  little  further  into  this  preamble.  What 
did  "  the  people  of  the  United  States"  propose  to  do? 
Why,  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  &c.  Now,  who  ever 
heard  of  a  union  of  people  in  a  political  association?  The 
term  union,  applied  to  States,  is  intelligible  and  appro- 
priate. It  was,  then,  the  people  of  the  Statea  who  apced 
to  the  union  of  the  States.  The  whole  amount  of  it  was 
that  they  resolved  to  continue  the  union,  which  existed 
beforeunder  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  to  make 
that  union  more  perfect.  This  union,  it  is  admitted  by 
the  gentleman,  constituted  a  mere  confederacy?  but  the 
origin  of  both  is  the  same;  created  alike  by  the  authority 
of  the  States;  their  assent  being  given,  in  one  case,  by 
the  State  Governments;  in  the  other,  by  the  people  of 
each  Stote.  And  what  was  it  that,  in  this  last  case,  was 
created?  a  constitution  for  the  people  of  America?  a  con- 
stitution for  the  people  of  the  United  States?  No;  neitheri 
but,  as  the  preamble  itself  declares,  «*  a  constitution  for 
the  United  States."  This  was  not  a  new  name  even  for 
the  Government;  the  first  section  of  the  articles  of  confe- 
deration declares  that  <Hhe  style  of  this  confederacy  shall 
be  the  United  States  of  America." 

This  view  of  the  question  is  fully  Sustained  by  an  au- 
thority which,  in  Virginia,  has  always  been  regarded  as 
entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  so 
regarded  every  where,  for  the  ability  with  which  it  treats 
of  the  origin  and  character  of  the  Government,  and  the 
lucid  manner  in  which  it  expounds  those  doctrines  of  con- 
stitutional construction  upon  which  the  republican  party 
came  into  power  in  1801.  I  beg  leave  to  read  a  passa^ 
which  places  this  matter,  which  I  am  now  considering,  in 
a  clear  light. 

In  support  of  that  branch  of  the  third  resolution  of 
1798,  which  afiirms  « that  the  States  are  parties  to  the 
constitution,"  afler  enumerating  the  various  senses  in 
which  the  term  «  States"  is  used  in  the  constitution,  and, 
among  others,  that,  <<lasUy,  it  means  the  people  compos- 
ing those  political  societies  in  their  highest  sovereign 
capacity,"  the  repgrt  drawn  by  Mr.  Madison  proceeds 
thus:  "In  the  present  instance,  whatever  different  con- 
structions of  the  term  "  States,"  in  the  resolution,  may 
have  been  entertained,  all  will  at  last  concur  in  that  las^ 
mentioned,  because  in  that  sense  the  constitution  was 
submitted  to  the  "States;"  in  that  sense  the  "States" 
ratified  it;  and  in  that  sense  of  the  term  "  States,^'  they 
are  consequently  parties  to  the  compact,  from  which  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  results.  This  is,  in 
truth,  nothing  more  than  a  condensed  statement  of  histo- 
rical facts. 

The  article  of  ratification  found  at  the  close  of  the  con- 
stitution seems  to  me  to  confute  the  interpretation  for 
which  he  contends.  The  ratification  of  nine  Statea  shall 
be  "  sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  this  constitution 
between  the  States  so  ratifying  the  same;"  not  over  the 
people  of  America,  or  over  the  people  of  the  United 
States  even,  but  between  the  States  so  ratifying  the  same. 
The  charter  itself  thus,  at  the  end  of  it,  declaring,,  in  une- 
quivocal terms,  its  character,  when  formed,  to  be  a  govern- 
ment between  States,  as  in  the  preamble  it  had  deduced  its 
own  origin  from,  and  declared  its  object  to  be  for  a  union 
of  States.  Compare  this  article  of  ratification,  and  the 
preamble  of  the  constitution,  with  the  old  articles  of  con- 
federation. The^  are  called  "  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union  between  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,"  &c.  &o.,  naming  the  whole 
thirteen;  their  style  was,  as  before  stated,  "  the  United 
States  of  America."  «  They  were  then,  "articles  of  con* 
federation  and  perpetual  union  between  the  United  States 
of  America;"  and  so  this  constitution  was  esUbliahed  <*  be* 
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tween  the  United  States  of  America."  I  put  it  to  any 
candid  man  to  say  if  there  can  be  a  distinction  made  be- 
tween the  foundation  and  origin, of  the  two  Governments, 
as  to  the  question  whether  they  were  compacts  between 
States.  The  source  from  which  both  Governments  were 
derived  was  the  same.  The  articles  of  confederation  con- 
stituted a  Government  for  the  confederacy  as  much  as 


tine  commotions  and  civil  wars,  and  the  arm  of  our 
defence  against  foreign  aggfression.     But  the  only  just 
and  legitimate  protection  which  this  Government,  or  any 
other  Government,  can  extend  to  individuals  or  classes  of 
individuals,  is  to  secure  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  their  own  industry?  in  the  unfettered  exercise 
oftheir  own  skill  and  enterprise,  and  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  own  happiness  in  thert"  own  way;  with  this  restric 
tion  only,  in  the  language  of  the  maxim  of  the  civil  law, 
that  they  shall  so  use  their  own  as  not  to  injure  that  of 
another.     This  great  rule  is  the  comer  stone  of  every 
well  constructed  edifice  of  Government.    I  believe  the 
Government  of  this  Union  was  designed  by  its  fraraers  to 
rest  on  this  solid  and  just  foundation}  and  if  it  were  thus 
administered,  it  would  secure  all  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  formed;  "establish  justice,  ensure  domestic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secur^  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
ourselves  and  our  posterity."    But  when  any  Govern- 
ment imposes  burdens  upon  the  community  which  the 

e.„.„«.  y , o---  legitimate  purposes  of  the  Government  do  not, call  for- 

that  "there  is  a  moral  grandeur  and  sublimity"  in  the |  takes  money  out  of  the  POC*^fts^5'_^P^®^P^°P'^^^ 

idea  of  this  great  Government  over  the  whole  people  as  '  "         •  i     -        i--^       *  -    —     -   -  •-«•- 


the  constitution  constitutes  a  Government  iqr  the  Union. 
They  are  both  Governments — constitutional  Govern- 
ments— compacts  between  sovereign  States.  They  differ 
1^  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Go- 
vernment, and  in  the  mode  in  which  those  powers  are 
to  be  exercised:  in  one  case,  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment being  upon  the  Statesf  in  the  other,  upon  the  citi- 
zens directly.  In  its  mode  of  action,  this  Government 
is  partly  national,  and  partly  federals  in  its  origin  and 
foundation,  it  is  wholly  federal.  The  States  created — 
the  States  preserve?— the  States  alone  can  reform,  alter, 
or  abolish  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says,  and  he  seemed  to  be 
transported  into  the  regions  of  poetry  at  the  thought. 


one  people.  I  will  not  dispute  with  him  about  a  matter 
of  taste,  though  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  essential  ingre- 
dient in  the  grandeur  and  sublimity  of  an  idea  of  Govern- 
ment, that  it  should  have  some  foundation  in  truth.  If 
the  picture  of  moral  grandeur  and  sublimity  presented  to 
the  mind  by  this  imagfinary  Government  of  one  people 
was  only  completed,  as  there  is  some  reason  to  appre 


not  required  for  public  uses,  but  for  the  benefit  of  a  par- 
ticular class  of  individuals,  its  action  is  essentially  unjust 
and  tyrannical,  no  matter  under  what  former  pretexts  it 
is  done.  And,  sir,  when  a  claim  is  made  to  persevere  in 
a  system  of  unequal  and  unjust  taxation,  (as  we  of  the 
South  regard  the  tariff  system  to  be,)  even  at  the  hazard 
of  civil  war,  upon  the  allegation  that  the  South  receives 
an  equivalent  for  these  exactions  in  some  peculiar  protec- 


hend  it  will  be,  by  engrafting  upon  the  constitution,  and  tion  which  is  afforded  by  the  constitution  and  the  Union 
•stablishing  in  practice,  the  "  common  defence"  doctrine  to  our  slave  interest,  1  feel  it  to  be  proper  to  meet  the  as- 


of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  the  "general 
welfare"  doctrine  by  which  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Buroes]  resolves  all  questions  of  constitu* 
tional  power,  then  we  should  have  established  'a  vast 
consolidated  ertipire,  with  a  Government  of  unlimited 
powers,  apparently  the  consummation  of  the  hopes  and 
efforts  of  one  class  of  politicians  in  this  country.  Let  me 
oppose  to  this  idea  of  moral  grandeur  and  sublimity  the 
sentiment  of  the  venerable  sage  and  patriot  of  Montpelier, 
who  says,  in  that  report  which  I  have  already  quoted, 
that  "it  adds  to  the  stability  and  dignity,  as  well  as  to 
the  authority  of  the  constitution,  that  it  rests  on  the  legi- 
timate and  solid  foundation,"  derived  from  its  being  form- 
ed by  "  the  sanction  of  the  States,  g^ven  by  each  in  its 
sovereigfn  capacity." 

It  may  suit  the  fancy  of  a  poet  to  revel  in  the  "  moral 
grandeur  and  sublimity  of  an  i^ea"  of  Government  which 
exists  only  in  the  imagination — the  offspring  of  fiction; 
but,  to  my  mind,  there  is  something  more  grand  and  ele- 
vating in  the  contemplations  of  a  statesman  who  admires 
the  stability  and  dignity  of  a  Government  resting  upon 
the  solid  basis  of  truth  and  reality. 

I  will  proceed  to  reply  to  some  other  portions  of  the 
gentleman's  remarks.  A  new,  I  t>elieve  perfectly  new, 
and  most  extraordinary  argument  is  advanced  by  him  in 
favor  of  the  protection  which  he  claims  for  domestic 
manufactures. 

It  is  claimed  as  an  equivalent  for  the  protection  given 
(as  is  alleged)  by  the  constitution  to  the  slave  interest  of 
the  South.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  undervalue  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  the  South  j  no  less  than  other  parts  of  the 
country,  by  this  Union.  I  have  endeavored  to  calculate 
its  value,  and  deem  it  incalculable.  I  should  regard  its 
dissolution  as  one  of  the  greatest  evils  which  could  befall, 
not  ourselves  and  our  posterity  only,  but  the  whole  hu- 
man family;  it  would  blast  forever  tlie  best  hopes  of  the 
friends  of  fi'eedom  throughout  the  world,  and  extinguish 
the  fire  of  liberty  upon  all  the  altars  on  which  it  has  been 
kindled  by  our  example  and  our  success.  The  benefi- 
^ccnt  protection  afforded  by  the  Union  is,  that  it  is  the 
bond  of  dome9tic  tranquility,  the  safeguard  against  intes- 


sertion  and  argument  on  the  threshold,  and  to  examine  if 
it  has  any  foundation  in  the  constitution.  I  deny  it  utterly. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  refiwred  to  va- 
rious provisions  of  the  constitution  as  sustaining  him  in 
this  novel  position. 

1st.  The  provision  by  which,  in  apportioning  represen- 
tation among  the  States,  it  is  required  that  three-fifths  of 
the  slaves  shall  be  enumerated. 

2d.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  coif- 
stitution,  which  provides  that  the  United  States  shall,  "on 
application  of  the  Legislature  or  of  the  Executive,"  when 
the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened  "  protect  each"  State 
"against  domestic  violence." 

3d.  The  authority  given  to  Congress  to  raise  and  sup- 
port armies  and  a  navy. 

As  to  the  first,  I  need  hardly  remind  this  committee, 
and  certainly  not  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that 
the  question  as  to  the  proper  basis  of  taxation  and  repre- 
sentation, in  relation  to  the  slave  interest  of  the  South, 
was  coeval  with  the  declaration  of  independence.  ^    Imme- 
diately afler  that  event,  the  arttclerof  confederation  were 
discussed  in  the  old  Congr/sss  of  '76.     The  article  relat- 
ing to  this  matter,  as  originally  proposed,   and  finally 
adopted,  provided,  that  "all  charges  of  war,  and  other 
expenses  incurred  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  &c.  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treasu- 
ry," to  he  "supplied  by  the  several  colonies  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  every  age,  sex,  and 
quality,"  &c.     It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Chase,  of  Mary- 
land, to  amend  it  so  that  the  quotashould  be  fixed  by  the 
number  of  the  white  inhabitants. 

It  is  a  curious  piece  of  political  history,  especially  taken 
in  connexion  with  a  sentiment  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  that,  in  the  decision  of  that 
question,  all  the  slave-holding  States,  Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  (Georgia  being 
divided,)  voted  in  favor  of  the  amendment;  and  New 
Hampshire,  Massaclmsctts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticxit, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  all  substan- 
tially non-slave-holding  States,  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  rejected  it     It  is  worth  while  to  Notice  tli<i 


1625 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1626 


Fbb.  5,  1833.] 


Tke  Thriff  Bill 


[H.  OT  R. 


argument  by  which  this  decision  was  sustained,  and  for 
this  purpose  I  will  read  an  extract  from  one  of  the  most 
distinguished,  eloquent,  and  (notwithstanding  that  the 
violence  of  party  spirit  induced  many  to  undervalue  his 
services  and  character,)  I  will  say  one  of  the  most  patri- 
otic of  our  revolutionary  men. 

I  read  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  John  Adams.  He  ob- 
serves :  "That  the  number  of  people  were  taken,' by 
this  article,  as  an  index  of  the  wealth  of  the  State,  and 
not  as  subjects  of  taxation;  that,  as  to  this  mattes,  it  was 
of  no  consequence  hy  what  name  you  called  your  people, 
whether  by  that  of  freemen  or  slaves;  that,  in  some  coun- 
tries tlie  laboring  poor  were  called  freemen,  in  others 
they  were  called  slaves;  but  that  the  difference,  as  to  the 
State,  was  imaginary  only.  What  matters  it  whether  a 
landlord  employing  ten  laborers  on  his  farm,  gives  them 
annually  as'much  money  as  will  buy  them  the  necessaries 
of  life,  or  gives  them  those  necessaries  at  short  hand? 
The  ten  laborers  add  as  much  wealth  annually  to  the 
State — increase  its  exports  as  much  in  the  one  case  as  the 
other.  Certainly,  &ve  hundred  freemen  produce  no  more 
profits,  no  greater  supplies  for  the  payment  of  taxes, 
than  five  hundred  slaves;  therefore  the  State  in  which  the 
laborers  are  called  freemen,  should  be  taxed  no  more 
than  that  in  which  they  are  called  slaves.  Suppose,  by 
an  extraordinary  operation  of  nature,  or  of  law,  one-half 
of  the  laborers  of  a  State  could,  in  the  course  of  one 
niglU,  be  transformed  into  slaves;  would  the  State  be 
made  poorer,  or  less  able  to  pay  taxes?  That  the  condi- 
tion of  the  laboring  poor  in  most  countries,  that  of  the 
fisherman,  particularly  of  the  Northern  States,  is  as  ab- 
ject as  that  of  slaves,"  8ic.. 

Here  is  the  argument  (in  which  there  is  certainly  great 
force)  upon  which  the  southern  States'were  taxed,  from 
the  beginning,  in  proportion  to  their  whole  slave  popula- 
tion. It  goes  to  prove  that  both  kinds  of  labor  ouglit  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  Government  equally;  and 
authorizes  the  inference,  as  a  legitimate  deduction,  that 
they  are  entitled'to  the  same  kind  and  degree  of  protec- 
tion, and  in  the  same  mode — by  being  represented.  But 
the  argument  here  is  that  a  dinerent  and  additional  pro- 
tection is  to  be  given  to  the  labor  of  the  North,  and  that 
too  at  the  expense  of  the  labor  of  the  South,  though  the 
character  of  the  labor  is  the  same  as  to  the  State,  as  well 
as  the  actual  condition  of  the  laborer. 

There  was  po  inconsistency  in  the  course  and  opinions 
of  the  distinguished  man  whose  argument  I  have  just 
quoted.  Immediately  after  the  decision  referred  to,  came 
on  another  question:  how  the  States  should  be  repre- 
sented in  the  Congress  of  the  confederacy  ?  He  spoke  in 
favor  of  each  State  voting  in  proportion  to  the  numbers 
of  her  people.  Some  of  them  who  had  voted  for  taxing 
us,  according  to  the  number  of  our  inhabitants,  and  who 
represented  large  States,  were  in  favor  of  voting  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  free  inhabitants.  On  this  ques- 
tion the  interests  of  the  small  States  preponderated;  and 
it  was  settled  that  each  State  should  have  one  vote. 

In  the  Convention  these  questions  again  arose;  and  the 
arrangement  of  the  subjects  of  taxation  and  representa- 
tion, in  reference  to  the  slaves,  constituted  one  of  those 
distracting  subjects  of  controyersy  which  brought  the 
Convention  to  the  verge  of  dissolution  without  agreeing 
to  a  plan  of  Government.  It  could  not  but  produce  diffi- 
culty; it  was  not  a  question  that  could  be  settled  by  any 
rule  of  abstract  right.^  For,  to  borrow  again  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Adams,  in  the  same  debate,  "Reason,  jus- 
tice, and  equity,  never  had  weight  enough,  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  to  govern  the  councils  of  men;  it  is  interest 
alone  which  does  it,  and  it  is  interest  alone  which  can  be 
trusted;  that, therefore,  the  interests  within  doors  should 
be  the  mathematical  representatives  of  the  interests  with- 
out doors."* 

•  Memoin  aod  eorrv«pondcuce  of ' Jc^crton,  vol.  1^  page  27^ 


The  representatives  of  the  slave-holding  States,  in  the 
Convention,  as  well  as  those  of  the  non-slave-holding 
States,  were  fullv  sensible  of  this  truth;  and,  by  their 
course  in  that  body,  gave  a  new  illustration  of  it;  the  in- 
terests without  doors  were  represented  by  interests  within; 
and  the  slave-holding  States  insisted  that  they  were  enti- 
tled to  representation  for  their  whole  slave  population; 
and  the  free  States,  that  the  slaves  should  not  oe  counted 
at  all.  This  contest  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  rule 
of  apportioning  representation  and  direct  taxes  by  the 
same  ratio,  and  estimating  three-fiAhs  only  of  those  slaves 
in  regard' to  each.  On  what  authority,  then,  does  the 
gentleman  refer  to  this  clause  of  the  constitution,  as  con- 
ferring peculiar  protection  to  the  slave  interest  in  the 
South?  ^Why  may  not  we,  with  as  much  propriety,  insist 
that  it  had  secured  to  the  labor  of  the  North  an  advantage 
to  which  it  was  not  entitled;  and,  for  which,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  vce  ought  to  have  an 
equivalent?  Instead  of  having  our  whole  population  re- 
presented, as  we  thought  it  ouffht  to  have  been,  and  for 
which  we  had  the  authority  of  Mr.  Adams,  we  insisted 
only  upon  a  part  being  represented,  while  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  the  North  was  told.  It  was  the  result  of  that 
spirit  of  compromise  which  presided  in  the  formation  of 
the  constitution;  which,  on  several  occasions,  since  its 
establishment,  has  effected  its  preserviition;  which  must 
be  invoked  ag^in,  and  now;  and  will  not  be  invoked  in 
vain,  if  the  professions  of  devotion  to  the  Union  are  as 
sincere  as  they  are  loud,  frequent,  and  ostentatious. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  tells  us,  if  the  bar- 
gain were  to  be  made  over  ag^in,  he  would  not  make  that 
compromise.  I  do  not  wonder  at  all  at  it.  If  that  un- 
yielding spirit  of  fortitude  (as  he  calls  it)  which  be  has 
manifested,  had  prevailed  in  the  convention,  or  a  tithe 
part  of  it,  we  should  never  have  had  this  glorious  Union, 
which  he  now  professes  so  much  anxiety  to  preserve.  If 
his  spirit  of  fortitude  be  substituted  for  their  spirit  of  con- 
cord and  conciliation,  and  his  doctrines,  as  to  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  Government,  prevail,  it  requires  lit- 
tle foresight  to  perceive  that  the  Government  must  end, 
sooner  or  later,  either  in  an  irretrievable  dissolution  of  the 
bonds  oT  the  Union,  or  be  converted  into  one  vast  conso- 
lidated Government;  which  would  be  the  sure  and  speedy 
precursor  of  a  military  despotism.  « 

Sir,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that,  at  this  momentous  epoch, 
Massachusetts  would  have  been  found  standing  by  Yir- 

g'nta,  in  the  cause  of  peace  and  harmony.  I  could  not 
il  to  remember,  lyith  lively  sensibility,  their  early  and 
constant  association  in  the  struggle  for  independence. 
Together  they  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  the  revolution;  to- 
gether they  nursed  and  fostered  the  glorious  offspring  of 
that  revolution — the  union  of  these  States — while  it  was 
rearing  into  vigor  and  matui^ty.  They  have  differed, 
indeed,  but  I  trust  in  no  hostile  spirit,  as  to  the  proper 
construction  of  the  title-deeds,  and  the  most  judicious 
mode  of  managing  the  estate.  Yet,  I  did  l^opf  ^bat,  ani- 
mated by  the  same  holy  and  ardent'love  of  justice  and 
liberty,  they  would  yet  be  found  standing  together  again, 
and  employing  their  moral  and  political  strength  in  the 
preservation  of  the  noble  inheritance  of  union  from  being 
despoiled  by  the  hand  of  injustice,  or  its  existence  der 
stroyed  by  the  hand  of  violence.  Sir,  that  hope  is  gone. 
The  spirit  which  is  here  indicated  was  not  that  which 
animated  tlie  venerated  band  of  sages,  heroes,  and  patri- 
ots, who  composed  the  convention;  thev  had  not  yet 
learned  to  forget — they  were  deeply  imbued  with  that 
fraternal  sympathy  and  affection  which  had  been  gene- 
rated in  the  hearts  of  t^e  American  people,  by  their 
common  suffering— their  common  perils — their  common 
triumphs  in  a  common  cause.  \%'hen  the  old  confederacy 
was  upon  the  eve  of  falling  to  pieces,  and  from  causes 
which  would  have  led  ineviUbly  to  conflicts  between  the 
parties  to  it,  ihe  roemben  of  that  cgovention^  raany  of 
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whom  had  hazarded  their  lives,  sacrificed  their  fortunes, 
and,  in  the  cabinet  or  in  the  field,  given  their  support  to 
the  cause  to  which  they  had  pledged  their  sacrea  honor, 
came  forward,  and,  with  true  and  genuihe  fortitude,  laid 
upon  the  altar  of  their  country  their  prejudices,  their 
passions,  and  their  local  interests.  The  idea  of  resorting 
to  arms  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  apprehended 
Conflicts  and  quieting  the  existing  disputes,  was  the  last 
that  would  have  entered  into  their  minds.  It  was  the 
alternative  most  abhorred,  and  to  prevent  which  almost 
every  thing  was  to  be  yielded. 

But  now,  when  a  crisis  scarcely  less  appalling  is  per- 
ceived by  all  to  exist,  what  is  the  spirit  displayed — the 
sort  of  "fortitude"  recommended  to  us  as  more  worthy 
of  admiration  even  than  the  fear  of  doing  injustice? 
Eveiy  exasperating  topic,  calculated  to  inflame  passion 
and  frighten  away  harmony,  is  sought  for,  and  forced 
into  the  debate;  and  we  have  an  exhibition  of  fortitude 
which,  if  it  does  not  delight  in,  is  determined  to  do  nothing 
to  prevent,  a  civil  commotion;  fortitude  which  enables  gen- 
tlemen, rather  than  make  any  concession,  rather  than 
make  any  change  even  m  the  form  of  a  law,  to  rejoice  in 
the  prospect  of  making  an  experiment  of  tlie  strength  of 
the  Government,  as  philosophers  kill  rats  in  an  air-pump 
to  illustrate  the  truths  of  science;  and  with  cold-blooded 
indiflerence  regard  the  approach  of  a  conflict  between 
Governments  in  arms,  which,  if  it  shall  once  begin,  no 
eye  hath  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  can  any  tongue  ade- 
quately tell,  its  termination,  or  all  its  train  of  unuttera- 
ble horrors.  This  is  not  the  fortitude  of  patriots  and 
statesmen,  but  that  of  professors  and  poets  turned  poli- 
ticians; those 

**  Heroes  of  the  last  disclosure,"  (the  rery  last,) 

"  Who  look  on  blood  and  carnage  with  due  composure. " 

Dermot  MeMorrogh, 

The  gentleman,  in  the  next  place,  deduces  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  this  notion,  that  some  peculiar  protec- 
tion is  afforded  to  the  slave  interest  of  the  South,  from 
that  provision  of  the  constitution  which  stipulates  that  the 
United  States  shall  protect  each  State  against  domestic 
violence.     Is  an  opposition  to  Uie  State  Taws  and  State 
authorities,  by  "domestic  violence,''  more  likely'to  arise 
in  the  slave-holding  States  than  in  the  non-alave-holding 
States?  I  deny  it.    Let  it  be  proved.    Virginia  has  been  a 
slave-holding  State,  or  community,  for  upwards  of  two 
hundred  years.     During  all  that  time,  there  has  never 
been  any  rising  of  the  slaves  against  their  masters  of  a 
character  so  formidable  as  to  require   any  foreign  aid 
whatever;  none  which  could  not  have  been  suppressed  in  a 
few  days  by  the  people  of  the  neighborhood,  with  the  ut- 
most ease,  without  even  marshalling  the  State  authorities. 
Indeed,  I  know  of  but  one  event  of  the  kind  in  the  whole 
Southern  colmtry,  and  that  was  the  Southampton  tra- 
gedy, which  occurred  in  Virginia  a  year  or  two  ago. 
This,  in  truth,  was  scarcely  entitled  to  be  re^^ded  as  an 
insurrection  at  all;  \t  was  a  truly  bloody  but  aimless  out- 
rage of  a  madman,* and  a  few' drunken  followers.    It  is 
true,  that,  under  the  influence  of  a  temporary  panic  oc- 
casioned by  it,  and  a  thousand  unfoundea  rumors  of  con> 
templated  and    concerted   risings  in  other  places,   an 
extraordinarjT  and  unfortunate  debate  was  got  up  in  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  principally  promoted  and  sustained, 
however,  by  those  who  have  comparatively  no  direct  in- 
terest in  the  subject:  for  there,  as  here,  it  so  happens 
that  the  anxiety  which  is  manifested  for  the  safety  of  the 
owners  of  slaves  against   "domestic  violence,"  comes 
principally,  not  from  slave-owners  themselves,  nor  from 
the  slave-holding  part  of  the  country,  but  from  the  gra- 
tuitous, though  I  dare  say  amiable  solicitude  of  those  who 
have  little  or  no  concern  in  the  n^atter.     Shall  I  be  told 
that  we  have  been  indebted  for  our  security,  while  a  co- 
lony, to  the  protection  afforded  by  the  mother  country, 
ftnd  since,  by  the  Union?    Unfortunately  for  the  propor- 


tion and  the  argument,  there  have  been  two  instances  of 
domestic  violence  ag^nst  the  State  or  colonial  Govern- 
ments, by  discontented  and  insurrectionary  white  men 
— I  mean  Bacon's  rebellion,  in  Virginia;  and  another  of 
a  character  wholly  different,  and  wnich  I  am  ashamed  to 
mention  in  the  same  connexion-*I  mean  Shay's  insurrec- 
tion in  Massachusetts.     They  were  both  very  formidable. 

I  have  an  impression  on  my  mind — the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  knows  as  well  as  any  other  man  whether  it 
is  well  founded  or  not — that  I  have  seen  it  stated  by  some 
authority  entitled  to  confldence,  as  a  part  of  the  political 
history  of  this  Government,  that  the  extent  and  formida- 
ble character  of  the  resistance  to  the  State  authorities  in 
Massachusetts  by  Shay  and  his  followers,  contributed 
very  essentially  to  overcome  the  reluctance  which  tliat 
State  felt  and  manifested  to  send  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention in  1787.*  Perhaps  this  fact  may  account  for  the 
peculiar  arrangement  of  the  Sti^tes  in  voting  upon  a  mo- 
tion made  in  tnat  convention  by  a  Southern  member,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "domestic  violence,"  and  insert 
"  insurrections" — probably  on  the  ground  that  the  last 
word  more  distinctly  embraced  the  kind  of  domestic  vio- 
lence that  mifrht  be  apprehended  from  the  slaves.  The 
votes  were  thus: 

Ybxs. — New  Jersey,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia. 

Nays. — New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts^  Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland. 

Perhaps  there  was  no  essential  difference  between  the 
two  phrases;  but  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  vote  for 
retaining  the  words  in  the  constitution  was  given  in  the 
full  and  awful  recollection  of  that  formidable  resistance 
to  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  was  so  extendve  as, 
in  many  places,  to  prevent  the  administration  of  justice, 
by  driving  the  judges  from  their  seats,  and  shutting  up 
the  court-houses.  And  it  is  recorded  of  one  of  theiudges, 
who  happened  to  be  something  of  a  "military  clueftain** 
too,  that  he  marched  into  his  court  at  the  head  of  some 
hundreds  of  the  people  who  stood  by  the  Government, 
in  the  face  of  a  larger  body  of  the  rebels  assembled  to 
prevent  him  from  going  on  with  his  business,  and  used 
this  memorable  expression  on  taking  his  seat:  that  "he 
would  live  a  judge,  or  die  a  general." 

Gentlemen  may  rest  assured  that  the  people  of  the 
Southern  slaveholding  States  estimate  this  vaunted  pro- 
tection to  our  slave  interest  so  far  as  it  is  regarded  as  fur- 
nishing us  any  peculiar  safeguard,  unconnected  with  the 
general  blessings  of  union,  as  of  very  little  worth.    I  ex- 
pect there  is  not  a  Southern  man  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  who  will  not  bear  me  out  in  the  expression  of  the 
opinion  that  there  is  no  people  on  earth  who  live  in  less 
apprehension  from  "  domestic  violence"  than  the  people 
of  the  South.    In  support  of  this  opinion,  I  beg  IcAve  to 
read  a  passage  from  a  work  which  contains  an  able,  com- 
prehensive, and  philosophical  analysis  of  all  those  ques- 
tions of  slavery,  colonization,  abolition,  &c.  which  I  would 
most  earnestly  and  respectfully  request  our  Northern 
friends  to  peruse  in  a  candid  and  dispassionate  temper. 
If  they  will  do  so,  I  think  they  will  at  least  be  convinced 
that  there  is  no  occasion  for  them  to  sufier  sq  much  kind 
and  anxious  solicitude  foirour  safety,  or  the  comfort  of 
our  slaves. 

I  read  from  Professor  Dew's  Review  of  the  Debate  in 
the  Virginia  Legislature,  in  1831  and  1832: 

"  We  believe  there  was  not  a  single  citizen  in  Virginia 


*  Since  making  these  remarks,  I  find  the  fact  suted  by  me  fully- 
luitained  by  Marahair*  Life  of  Wanbiiig^tou,  page  111,  S(h  volume; 
and  the  insurreetioo  deferibod  at  much  more  exteutiTe  and  alarming' 
than  I  repretented  it.  The  anecdote  mentioned  by  me  is  told  of  a 
Colonel  Cobb,  almoit  in  the  lane^uage  utcd  by  me.  In  the  account 
given  of  the  rebellion,  it  it  ttated,  on  tlie  authority  of  Colonel  I^e, 
that  **a  nugority  of  the  people  of  Mataacliusettt  are  in  oppoaition  to 
the  Govenunent.  Some  of  tlie  leaders  aTow  the  tubTeraiou  of  it  to  be 
their  ofajcot,  together  with  the  abolition  of  debt*,  the  diriaioa  of  pro- 
perty, and  a  reiiuiou  with  Oz«at  Britain,**  8(c. 
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who  felt  any  alarm  from  the  negroes  previous  to  the 
Southampton  tragedy,  and  we  believe  at  this  moment 
there  are  very  few  who  feel  the  blighteat  apprehension. 
We  have  no  doubt,  paradoxical  as  it  may  seem  to  some, 
but  that  the  population  of  our  slaveholding  country  enjoys 
as  much  or  more  conscious  security  than  any  other  people 
on  the  face  of  the  globe.  You  will  find  throughout  the 
whole  slaveholding  portion  of  Virginia,  and  we  believe  it 
is  the  same  in  the  Southern  States  generally,  that  the 
houses  are  scarcely  ever  fastened  at  night,  so  as  to  be 
completely  inaccessible  to  those  without,  except  in  the 
towns.  This  simple  fact  is  demonstration  complete  of 
the  conscious  security  of  our  citizens,  and  their  g^reat  con- 
fidence in  the  fidelity  of  the  blacks." 

The  only  well-grounded  cause  of  apprehension  that  we 
have,  proceeds  from  the  perpetual  teasing  interference  of 
deluded,  but,  I  dare  say,  well-disposed  fanatics,  who  in- 
fest our  country  with  homilies  about  colonization,  aboli- 
tion, and  emancipation.  Sir,  the  only  protection  we  have 
ever  required,  or  probably  ever  will  reauire  on  this  sub- 
ject, is,  to  "let  us  alone,"  and  we  will  leave  the  entir# 
benefit  of  the  constitutional  provision  now  under  consi- 
deration, to  our  brethren  of  the  Nortii,  as  a  security 
against  domestic  violence  from  their  laborers,  whom  this 
tariif  system,  if  carried  out  and  persevered  in,  will  g^nd 
down,  ultimately,  to  the  point  of  resistance  here  as  well 
as  in  England,  from  which  it  is  borrowed,  where  the  starv- 
ing operatives  in  the  manufactories  are  almost  daily  found 
lining  their  hands  against  their  employers,  committing 
acts  of  lawless  outrage  and  desperation,  and  having  to  be 
dispersed  by  the  bayonets  of  the  military. 

But  this  protection  to  us  is  alleged  to  be  so  peculiar  and 
important,  that  it  is  made  the  pretext  for  sustaining  a  sys- 
tem which,  it  would  seem  to  be  assumed  by  gentlemen  on 
both  sides,  is  almost  exclusively  injurious  to  the  slave 
labor  of  tiie  South,  and  beneficial  to  that  of  the  North, 
but  which,  in  my  opinion,  acts  injuriously  to  the  labor 
and  industry  of  the  country  Qvery  where,  though  not  in 
axi  equal  degree. 

But,  with  these  apparently  avowed  effects,  it  is  asked 
that  this  unjust  and  unequiu  system  shall  be  continued; 
that  the  labor  of  the  North,  by  means  of  burdens  on  the 
blave  labor  of  the  South,  may  be  lifted  above  its  natural 
elevation  in  all  other  countries,  so  that  the  North  may 
have  no  occasion  for  constitutional  protection  against 
''  domestic  violence,"  while  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
reduce  the  comfort  of  our  slaves,  by  reason  of  the  dimi- 
nished profit  of  slave  labor,  to  the  lowest  point  of  de- 
pression, and  thus  the  danger  of  *'  domestic  violence" 
increased;  and  we  are  to  be  comforted  and  pacified  with 
the  assurance  that  protection,  thus  rendered  necessary,  is 
secured  to  us  by  the  constitution. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  mild  and  beneficent  pro- 
tection for  which  we  are  to  be  pursuaded  not  to  act  upon 
this  matter  at  this  time,  lest  one  of  tiie  Southern  States, 
which  is  not  sufficiently  sensible  of  its  value,  and  has 
become  refractory,  should  have  a  triumph,  and  Uiis  Go- 
vernment should  lose  so  favorable  an  ^opportunity  of  ma- 
nifesting its  energy,  by  sending  the  army,  the  navy,  and 
the  militia,  <<to  sweep  from  the  face  of  the  earth  the 
Iiigh-minded,  gallant,    and  talented  representatives  of 
that  State  on  this  flt)or;"  ««to  make  all  her  rivers  run 
red  with  blood,  and  to  exterminate  one-half  her  present 
population;"  and  this  spectacle  is  thus  almost  invoked 
by  one  gentleman  in  language  which  "  Danton,  Marat, 
and  Robespierre,  might  blush  to  own;"  and  by  another, 
who,  in  a  sneering  tone,  says  he  wants  to  see  this  peaceable 
struggle;  and,  with  heartless  irony  and  derision,  urges 
the  adoption  of  his  motion,  in  order  that  the  authorities 
of  Soutn  Carolina  and  of  this  Government  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  showing  the  peaceful  character  of  their 
measures. 

The  third  source  of  protection  to  the  slave  interest 


of  the  South  is  furnished  by  the  standing  army  and  navy^ 
on  the  score  of  which  we  ought  to  acquiesce  in  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures. 

And  does  the  North  derive  no  benefit  from  the  army 
and  navy?  Is  it  for  the  South  to  be  reproached  with  the 
expense  of  keeping  up  the  army  and  navy?  It  has  been 
a  standing  reproach  against  us  that  we  were  not  willing 
to  consent  to  a  sufficiently  large  force  being  kept  up. 
The  State  of  Virginia  gave  very  strong  evidence  of  her 
indisposition  to  have  a  standing  army,  and  that  she  did 
not  want  any  such  protection.  One  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  her  convention,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  was,  **  that  no  standing  army  or  regu- 
lar troops  shall  be  raised  or  kept  up  in  time  of  peace, 
without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
in  both  Houses."  The  present  army  is  a  mere  skeleton, 
and  the  navy  is  inconsiderable  in  point  of  strength,  though 
it  has  attracted  universal  favor  by  its  valor  and  achieve- 
ments. But  what  are  they?  Not  nused  or  kept  up,  cer- 
tainly, for  the  purpose  of  giving  protection  to  the  slave 
interest  of  the  South;  they  are  the  fruits  of  the  <*  second 
war  of  independence,  "as  it  has  been  called,  and  which 
certainly  did  much  to  establish  our  national  character 
abroad. 

This  was  a  Southern  war,  waged  for  the  protection  of 
Northern  interests;  for  "Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights." 
And  what  have  we  got?  Restricted  trade,  and  our  ship- 
ping and  commercial  intere^jts  heavily  burdened. 

And  now  the  army  and  navy,  which  is  kept  up  in  case 
of  future  national  emergencies,  and  which,  in  all  quarters, 
has  been  assented  to  in  consequence  of  the  experience  of 
the  want  of  such  establishments  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  is  to  be  charged  to  the  Southern  States,  and  to 
constitute  a  reason  for  subjecting  their  industry  to  perma- 
nent and  unequal  taxation.  And  what  is  to.  be  done  with 
them  now?  This  army  and  navy  is  to  be  employed  to 
crush  one  of  the  Southern  States — to  make  <*  all  her 
rivers  run  red  with  the  blood"  of  her  gallant  people;  and 
this  for  the  mere  purpose  of  proving  the  strength  of  this 
Government,  and  illustrating  the  value  of  the  Union.  This 
is,  indeed,  protection:  <*  but  it  is  such  protection  as  vul- 
tures give  to  lambs,  covering  and  devouring  them." 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  not  either  the  ad- 
vocate or  apologist  of  the  proceedings  of  South  Carolina. 
I  do  not  believe  in  her  doctrine  of  State  interposition.  Far 
from  it.  I  believe  it  false  in  theory,  and  that  in  practice 
it  must  be  disastrous;  inevitably  ending  in  force  or  separa- 
tion, and  perhaps  boUi.  The  measures  that  have  been 
adopted  there,  are,  in  my  estimation,  rash,  precipitate, 
and  unconstitutional.  The  citizens  of  these  States  cannot, 
I  think,  be  justified  in  resisting  the  regular  and  lawful  au- 
thority of  this  Government  by  any  law  or  ordinance  of  the 
State,  so  long  as  the  State  itself  remains  a  member  of  the 
Union .  And  this  Government  has  no  discretion  but  to  go 
on  and  execute  the  laws  which  are  sanctioned  by  all  its 
constituted  authorities. 

Whenever  I  am  called  upon  to  act  on  that  question, 
painful  as  the  duty  may  be,  if  the  attitude  now  assumed 
by  South  Carolina  be  persevered  in,  or  should  be  assumed 
by  any  other  State,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  as  a  re- 
presentative of  the  State  of  Virginia,  I  shall  feel  impelled 
by  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  constitution  which  I  have  sworn 
to  support,  to  give  my  sanction  to  any  safe,  prudent,  and 
constitutional  measure  to  enable  this  Government  to  exe- 
cute its  laws,  taking  care  to  adopt  such  only  as  are  neces- 
sary and  best  calculated  to  avoid  collision.  I  have  ever, 
in  public  and  private,  cherished  a  disposition  to  acquiesce 
in  the  constitutionally  expressed  will  of  the  majority,  so 
long  as  that  acquiescence  does  not  sink  into  submission,  to 
deliberate,  palpable,  and  dan^rous  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion. In  a  Government  of  opinion,  such  as  ours,  covering 
so  vast  an  extent  of  territory,  it  is  vain  to  expect  that 
there  will  not  arise  great  diversity  of  sentiment,  and  much 
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collision  of  hostile  and  irreconcilable  interests.  I  am  too 
deeply  sensible  of  the  infirmity  of  my  own  judgment,  as 
well  as  the  intrinsic  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  niany  of 
the  questions  on  which  these  differences  of  opinion,  and 
collisions  of  interests  are  manifested,  to  countenance  the 
bigotry  which  would  denounce  all  who  differ  with  me  as 
seduced  by  folly  or  actuated  by  knavery.  I  am  not, 
therefore,  prepared  to  buckle  on  my  armor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resisting  every  measure  which  I  deem  unautho- 
-  rized,  and  which  operates  injuriously  to  my  interests.  But 
there  are  limits  to  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  con- 
trolling authority  of  a  majority:  "to  be  rightful,  it  must 
be  just."  It  must  be  exercised  in  a  spirit  of  moderation 
and  forbearance .  Constitutional  Governments  are  intend- 
ed to  restrain  majorities  from  oppressing  minorities.  When 
these  barriers  are  broken  down,  and  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority is  displayed  in  infractions  of  the  charter,  and  in  per- 
verting the  powers  conferred  upon  it  to  the  purpose  of 
oppression,  it  will  be  time  even  for  temperate  men  to  be- 
gin to  inquire  whether  *'  the  mask  of  freedom,"  which 
will  then  be  worn,  "  is  any  better  than  the  bold  uncover- 
ed front  of  tyranny."  I  speak  in  no  other  tone  than  that 
in  which  Virginia  claimed  her  riglits  when  she  adopted  the 
constitution;  when  she  "declared  and  tnade  known  that 
the  powers  granted  under  the  constitution,  being  derived 
from  the  people  of  the  United  States,  may  be  resumed  by 
them  whenever  the  same  shall  be  perverted  to  their  injury 
and  oppression." 

•^  And  whenever  abuses  and  usurpations  are  thus  perse- 
vered in,  and  a  deaf  ear  is  turned  to  the  voice  of  suppli- 
cation for  justice  and  forbearance,  secession  will  become 
not  only  a  right,  but  a  sacred  duty.  And,  in  the  language 
of  Mr.  Madison,  <*  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  single 
member  of  the  Union,  in  the  extremity  supposed,  but  in 
that  only,  would  have  a  right,  as  an  extra  and  ultra  con- 
stitutional right,"  **  to  appeal  from  the  cancelled  obliga- 
tions of  the  constitutionsd  compact  to  the  original  rights 
and  the  law  of  self-preservation."* 

When  that  attitude  is  to  be  assumed  by  any  State  or 
number  of  States,  what  will  be  the  relations,  the  rights, 
powers,, and  duties  of  the  co-Statea  and  of  this  Govern- 
ment towards  .the  seceding  State  or  States,  are  queries  I 
will  not  go  into  further  than  to  say  that  there  will  be  pre- 
sented a  question  of  peace  or  war  between  sovereignties, 
or  Governments  representing  sovereignties ;  a  question 
to  be  decided,  as  all  such  questions  must  be,  in  reference 
to  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  when  presented,  and 
the  consequences  which  must  follow  the  decision;  and  to 
be  settled  only  by  acquiescence,  negotiation,  or  public 
war. 

It  is  urged,  however,  by  the  gentleman  from  Blassa- 
chuselts,  and  probably  by  other  gentlemen,  that  we 
ought  not  to  pass  any  bill,  no  matter  how  unobjectiona- 
ble in  itself;  because  that  would  be  to  confirm  the  South 
Carolina  ordinance^  because,  as  I  understood  the  argu- 
ment, th6  operation  of  the  ordinance  will  be  obviated  by 
the  passage  of  any  bill  whatever.  Tliis  is  a  considera- 
tion which  will  recommend  to  me  the  passage  of  almost 
any  bill  which  does  not  aggravate  the  inequality  or  in- 
justice of  the  present  tariff  of  1832,  which  I  think  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  do. .  I  would  rejoice  at  having  an 
opportunity,  by  such  (if  there  be  no  other)  peaceable 
means  to  postpone  a  conflict,  which  I  am  so  solicitous  to 
prevent  now.  I  trust,  however,  that  we  shall  not  be  sa- 
tisfied with  this,  if  we  cannot  agree  to  pass  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  let  us  not 
give  up  the  effort  to  do  sometliing  material  towards  re- 
storing the  tranquillity  of  the  country.  Let  us  reason 
together,  one  with  another,  as  men,  as  brethren,  as 
statesmen,  and  not  as  mere  politicians,  or  partisans;  and 

•  The  Sinte,  of  coorse,  mutt  jtidse  for  herselfof  the  existence  of  the 
extiviiiity;  liat  a  riglit  i»oto  judge,  aud  to  act  upon  tiiat  j udgmcut,  as 
a  soTetcign  State. 


we  surely  can  agree  on  something,  in  a  spirit  of  brother- 
ly love,  and  by  making  mutual  sacrifices  of  opinion  and  of 
interests,  which  will  compose  this  great  strife,  now  and 
forever. 

But  the  great  arjgument  agunst  the  passag^e  of  this  bill 
is,  that  South  Carolina  is  in  a  menacing  attitude;  that  it 
would  be  to  yield  to  unmanly  fear  to  accede  to  her  de- 
mands; that  it  would  be  to  give  up  all  she  asks;  and  that 
it  is  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  Government  for  us  to 
comply  with  demands  made  by  South  Carolina  with  arms 
in  her  hands.  I  do  not  design  to  add  any  thing  to  what  has 
been  already  so  ably  and  eloquently  sai^  by  the  gentle- 
men from  New  York  and  Georgia  [Messrs.  Vsbplavck 
and  Wilds]  in  answer  to  this  argument. 

I  think,  on  examination,  it  will  be  found  that  all  the  de- 
clamation, all  the  denunciatian,  all  the  appeals  to  passion, 
to  prejudice,  and  to  pride,  which  have  been  so  freely 
poured  forth  from  all  quarters  in  support  of  this  argu- 
ment, have  -no  foundation  in  fact.  And,  if  it  were  not 
impossible  to  suppose  that  honorable  gentlemen  here,  at 
luch  a  time,  could  be  influenced  by  such  motives,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  resist  the  belief  that  they  were  used 
«8  mere  pretexts  to  inflame  and  mislead,  to  deceive  our- 
selves and  others. 

Does  this  bill  satisfy  the  demands  of  South  Carolina? 
Will  its  passage  prostrate  the  Government  at  her  feet,  by 
yielding  to  her  menaces  every  thing  she  asks?  What 
says  the  address  of  the  convention  of  South  Carolina  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States?  «« But  we  are  willing  to 
make  a  laree  offering  to  preserve  the  Union,  and,  with  a 
distinct  declaration  that  it  is  a  concession  on  our  part.  We 
will  consent  that  the  same  rate  of  duty  may  be  imposed 
upon  th^  protected  articles  that  shall  be  inrposed  upon 
the  unprotected;  provided  that  no  more  revenue  be  rais- 
ed than  is  necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  constitutional  purpt>ses;  and  provided,  also, 
that  a  duty  substantially  uniform  be  imposed  on  all  fo- 
reign imports."  This  is  her  ultimatum,  lofly  enough, 
and  somewhat  arrogant.  .  Here  is  what  she  asks;  with 
whic'h,  as  a  concession,  but  with  which  alone,  she  will  be 
satisfied.  Now,  does  the  bill  answer  and  satisfy  this  de- 
mand? Does  it  meet,  or  approach  even  an  equalization 
of  duties  upon  protected  and  unprotected  articles?  ^  Or 
are  the  rates  of  duty  on  all  foreign  imports  substantially 
uniform?  No,  nothing  like  it.  This  bill  has  been  framed 
by  gentlemen  on  the  Con>mittee  of  Ways  and  Means 
from  all  parts  of  the  Uaiot),  as  a  compromise  of  the  con- 
troversy, in  which  neither  side  has  demanded,  or  had  a 
right  to  demand,  every  thing  to  be  yielded  to  it,  which  it 
thought  strict  justice  would  give.  The  rates  of  duty 
proposed  by  it  vary  on  the  protected  and  unprotected  ar- 
ticles widely,  and  in  favor  of  the  former;  and  very  many, 
and  some  considerable  subjects  of  foreign  imports,  are 
admitted  free  of  duty.  South  Carolina,  I  have  no  ques- 
tion,  if  the  bill  passes  in  some  such  form  as  it  was  report- 
ed, will  abandon  the  position  she  has  taken.  The  autho- 
rity of  the  Government  will  be  su^ained,  and  there  will 
be  a  triumph  over  nullification.  And  those  gentlemen 
who  have  made  it  a  stalking-horse  from  which  to  declaim 
in  favor  of  the  authority  of  tlie  Government,  and  to  de- 
nounce in  unmeasured  terms  the  gallant  and  patriotic 
people  of  South  Carolina,  and  her  eloquent  and  high- 
minded  politicians,  would  then  be  gratified  in  having  this 
heresy  put  down;  not,  to  be  sure,  by  using  the  hempen 
cords  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  MuHLKHBuno]  thinks  we  ought  to  be  preparing  for 
the  convention  and  people  of  South  Carolina,  whom  he 
characterises  as  «*a  handful  of  conspirators;"  not  by 
**  sweeping  from  the  face  of  the  earth  her  representatives 
on  this  floor,"  and  "making  all  her  rivers  run  red  with 
the  blood"  of  her  people;  not  by  satisfying  the  philoso- 
phical and  humane  desire  of  those  who  wish  to  witness 
the  experiment  of  the  strength  of  the  Union  tried  by  a 
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conflict  between  Goremments  in  arms;  but  put  down 
by  the  quiet,  peaceable,  and  irresistible  power  of  public 
sentiment,  which  is  more  terrible  than  "  an  army  with 
banners.'' 

Pass  the  bill,  and  you  will  quell  the  spirit  of  disorder 
and  discontent  which  has  already  broken  out  in  almost 
open  resistance  in  one  State,  and  which,  stimulated  as  it 
nas  been  by  the  «  false  doctrine,  heresy,  and  schism" 
that  has  mingled  in  the  controversy,  there  is  too  much 
reason  to  fear  is  spreading  into  the  neighboring  States, 
and  may  break  forth  into  a  flame,  if,  instead  of  passing 
the  bill,  and  exercising  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and  mode- 
ration, the^whole  military  and  na^al  power  of  tlie  country 
is  employed  to  punish  and  subdue  a  sister  State,  which, 
although  she  <*  starts  madly  from  her  sphere,''  has  been 
impelled  by  what  she  regaids  an  intolerable  extremity  of 
oppression. 

Remember  that  those  neig^hborin^  States,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama.  North  Carolina,  Yirgmia,  Mississippi,  and  perhaps 
Tennessee,  concur  with  her  in  thinking  this  oppression 
exists,  and,  many  of  them,  that  the  system  of  which  it  is 
the  fruit,  is  unauthorized  by  the  constitution. 

Remember,  too,  that  we  have  it  from  the  authority  of 
the  President,  and  from  the  Head  of  the  Treasury,  and 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  the  revenue 
from  the  tariflT  of  1832  will  exceed  all  the  legitimate  wants 
of  the  Government,  estimated  upon  a  liberal  scale  of  ex- 
penditure, by  six  millions  of  dollars.  And  then  let  me 
ask  if  it  is  not  enough  to  make  the  blood  of  every  free- 
man boil  with  indignation,  that  this  Government— this 
Congress-  is  called  upon,  in  spite  of  the  opinion  and  the 
wishes  of  the  Executive  Maj^strate,  and  the  Head  of  the 
Treasury,  to  persist  in-exactmg  millions  from  the  people, 
and  not  to  abate  one  jot  or  tittle,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
drenching  the  fields  of  South  Carolina  with  the  blood  of 
ber  sons. ,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  reflect  upon  the  conse- 
quences, and  to  hesitate  before  they  take  upon  themselves 
so  fearful  a  responsibility. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  political  sti^lent  in  this  country, 
while  investigating  the  origin  and  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tions, is  naturally  Ted  to  examine  those  luminous  and  pro- 
found letters  under  the  signature  of  Publius,  written  by 
Messrs.  Madison,. Hamilton,  and  Jay,  for  the  purpose  of 
recommending  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution. 
One  of  the  leading  sentiments  inculcated  in  that  sa^cious 
work  is,  that  the  chief  danger  to  confederacies  is  from 
anarchy  among  the  members,  rather  than  t3rranny  in  the 
he^.  While  we  may  not  be  prepared  to  admit  this  in 
all  its  latitude,  none  who  have  observed  the  operations 
and  progren  of  the  Government  can  fail  to  acknowledge 
that  the  whiskey  insurrection  in  Pennsn^lvania;  the  oppo- 
tttibn  and  resistance  to  the  embargo  law  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's administration  in  the  New  England  States;  the  Hart- 
ford Convention  during  the  war?  and  the  lowering  storm 
that  b  now  brewing  in  the  South}  alVattest  the  truth  that 
great  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  to  the  stability  of  the 
Government  from  the  former  source.  While  it  is  undoubt- 
edly no  less  true,  that  the  growing  corruptions  of  this 
Government,  the  rapid  and  alarming  increase  of  its  pa- 
tronage, and  its  oontinuallv  manifested  propensity,  in  all 
its  departments,  to  strengthen  and  amplify  its  own  pow- 
ers, even  to  the  extent  of  claiming  authority  to  do  every 
thing  which  it  thinks  will  promote  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfiu-e— thus  abrogating,  at  ••one  fell  swoop," 
all  constitutional  restraints— give  awful  proof  that  there 
is  at  least  equal  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  and 
the  rights  of  the  States,  from  tyranny  in  the  head.  Let 
us,  therefore,  ever  be  mindful,  and  at  this  time  especially, 
that  there  may  be  an  excess  both  of  jealousy  and  confi- 
dence in  this  Government;  that  the  centripetal  as  well  as 
centrifugal  tendencies  of  our  system  are  to  be  vigilantly 
watched  and  guarded  against;  that  disunion  and  consoli- 
dation are  evils  aUktf  to  be  avoided,  and,  perhaps^  equally 
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to  be  apprehended.  Fully  impressed  with  these  senti- 
ments, let  us  administer  the  powers  confided  to  us  under 
this  constitution,  according  •*  to  the  plain  sense  and  in- 
tention of  the  framers  of  it;"  neither  enlarging  them  by 
constructive  expansion,  nor  restricting  them  by  construc- 
tive limitation.  Thus  administered,  I  believe  that  the 
g^eat  American  system  of  fne  confederated  republics 
here  established,  will  be  found  sufficient,  as  it  is  indispen- 
sable, to  the  perpetuity,  peace,  and  prosperity  of  this 
whole  Union. 

Let  us  cling  to  our  Union  as  to  the  anchor  of  our  poli- 
tical hopes.  Let  us  revere  this  constitution  as  the  poli- 
tical bark,  which  is  freighted  with  a  rich  cargo  of  every 
thinc^  most  precious  to  us.  Thus  far,  it  has  "borne  the 
battle  and  the  breeze,"  and  moved  on  amidst  the  war  of 
elements,  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment.  God 
g^nt  that  it  may  yet  be  guided  by  wisdom,  firmness, 
patriotism,  and,  above  all,  by  a  spirit  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance and  conciliation;  and  so  continue  its  march  prosper- 
ously, gloriously,  triumphantly. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  made  a  question  of  order  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  reporting  a  bill  to  the  House  with  amendments, 
after  the  enacting  clause  had  been  stricken  out. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams  to  be 
in  order,  and  cited  instances  where  bills  had  been  report- 
ed in  the  like  circumstances. 

The  question  was  accordingly  put,  and  the  vote  taken 
by  tellers  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  68,  nays  86. 

So  the  committee  refused  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause. 

Mr.  Afplstok's  amendment,  proposing  a  square  yard 
duty  on  cottons,  next  came  up,  and  was  rejected:  Yeas 
70,  nays  80. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  another  in  a  different  form, 
leaving  the  ad  valorem  dut^  at  25,  and  next  year  at  20  per 
cent.;  and  adding  a  spedfac  duty  on  plains  of  25  cents 

f>er  square  yard,  on  unbleached  thread,  &c.  60  cents  per 
b.,  and  colored  yarn  75  cents. 

After  some  discussion  this  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  proposed  to  graduate  the  reduction 
on  cottons,  so  as  to  put  tne  duty  at  35  per  cent.,  then  at 
30,  and  then  at  25  per  cent,  permanent 

This  was  negatived:  Yeas  38,  nays  not  counted, 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  moved  to  put  the  duty  at  40  per 
cent.,  then  35,  and  leave  it  permanent  at  30. 

This  also  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  lif r.  White,  of  New 
York's  amendment,  which  ^tsa  the  duty  at  30  per  cent, 
then  at  tiS^  and  leaves  it  permanent,  after  1836,  at  20  per 
cent.,  and  was  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  chair- 
man: Yeas  69,  nays  69. 

Mr.  JENIFER  moved  to  reduce  all  the  duties  on  iron 
one-half.    Negatived. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  bill  af^er  the  enact- 
ing clause,  and  substitute  a  provision  that  the  existing 
duty  on  all  articles  should  remain  till  Bfarch,  1834,  after 
which  they  should  suffer  a  gradual  reduction  at  the  rate 
of  10  per  cent,  annually  until  the  revenue  should  be  re- 
duced to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.     This  was  negatived. 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  to  reinstate  the  duties  on  iron  in 
the  bill  of  1832.     Negatived. 

Mr.  REEp,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
in  the  section  respecting  tarred  cordage,  so  as  to  leave 
the  duty  at  four  cents. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to;  Yeas  77,  nays  48. 

He  offered  another,  leaving  untarred  cordage  at  five 
cents,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  moved  to  put  hemp  at  38  dollars  till 
1834^  and  then  at  30  dollars.    Negatived. 

Mr.  JEWETT  moved  to  strike  out  the  section  in  rela- 
tion to  salt    Negatived. 
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Mr.  REED,  of  MassacbuBetts,  moved  to  ftrike  out  the 
section  in  relation  to  oUve  oil.     Aereed  to:  Yeas  86. 

Mr.  IHRIE  moved  to  raise  the  duty  on  linseed^  hemp- 
seed,  and  rapeseed,  as  by  the  act  of  1832.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  molasses 
frdm  four  cents  to  one  cent.    Negatived. 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  to  amend  the  duty  on  silks,  by  abol- 
ishing the  discrimination  between  silks  from  India  and 
those  from  the  Mediterranean  and  France. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  considerable  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.^  ROOT,  INGERSOLL,  WICKL1FFE, 
WILDE,  ELLSWORTH,  E.  EVERETT,  JARYIS,  and 
CLAY,  took  part.  The  result  was,  that  the  duty  in  the 
bill  was  postponed  until  March,  1834, 

Mr.  J  ARVIS  wished  to  put  the  duty  on  all  silks  at  ten 
per  cent.    Negatived. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT*  moved  to  put  India  ulks  at  ten  per 
cent,  and  admit  all  others  free.    Negatived. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ivosbsoll,  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  in  relation  to  silks,  finally  prevailed:  Yeas  75^ 
nays  69. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wkbsesdat,  Fsbbuabt  6. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the 

TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  IHRIE  moved  to  lay  a  protecting  duty  upon  slates. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound 
on  copperas;  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  58,  nays  55. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  offered  an  amendment  restor- 
ing to  paper  of  all  kinds  the  same  rate  of  duty  as  was  im- 
posed by  the  tariff  of  1824. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  VERPLANCK,  in  which 
he  stated  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  a  general  provi* 
sion  covering  the  stocks  now  on  hand,  in  this  and  other 
branches  of  manufacture, 

The  amendment  was  agreed  tot  Yeas  72,  nays  66. 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  an  amendment  which  went  to  re* 
store  to  cut  glass  the  duties  of  the  tariff  of  1824,  viz. 
three  cents  a  pound  specific,  and  thirty  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. 

This  motion  was  sustained  a  good  deal  at  length  by 
Mr.  DENNY,  Mr.  E.  EVERETT,  and  Mr.  REED,  of 
Massachusetts  who  stated  the  rapid  increase  and  prosper- 
ous state  of  the  manufacture,  and  its  need  of  protection 
agunst  a  British  bounty. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  denied  that  any  such  bounty  ex- 
isted. There  was  an  allowance  under  that  denomination, 
but  the  bounties  granted  in  Great  Britain  were  mere 
drawbacks  of  the  impost  duties  on  raw  materials,  or  of 
.  internal  excise,  direct  and  indirect,  upon  the  manufacture. 
If  there  was  any  bounty  beyond  these  imposts  and  excises, 
it  had  escaped  the  observation  of  those  who  had  revised 
these  laws  m  Parliament  a  few  years  since. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  insisted  that  the  British  statutes,  as 
now  existing,  proved  that  the  allowance  (whether  caUed 
bounty  or  (miwhack,  or  by  whatever  other  name  the  g^n* 
tleman  preferred)  did  exceed  the  imposts  and  excise, 
and  did  m  fiict  operate  as  a  bounty  on  all  glass  exported. 

The  amendment  was  carried:  Yeas  72,  nays  60. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  an  ainendment  giving  to  lead  the 
same  protection  it  had  received  under  the  act  of  1828. 

He  went  into  a  history  of  the  rise  of  this  branch  of 
business,  and  the  decrease  of  price  produced  by  the  p/o- 
tecting  duty. 

The  amendment  was  Supported  by  Messrs.  WAT- 
MOUGH,  HORN,  and  WING;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
VERPLANCK  and  WILDE.  It  was  then  carried:  Yeas 
6r,  nays  49. 


Mr.  DENNY  proposed,  a  duty  of -five  cents  a  pound  on 
white  lead;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  to  restore  to  window  glass  the 
protection  of  the  law  of  1824;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  the  same  thing  in  respect  to  bot- 
tles, vials,  and  demijohns;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  moved  to  amend  the  miscellaneoos 
section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  on  articles  not 
enumerated  there  shall  be  a  specific  or  ad  valorem  duty, 
as  at  present,  according  as  one  or  the  other  should  be 
lowest,  by  deferring  its  operation  until  March,  1834; 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
this  section,  as  embracing  a  multitude  of  branches  of  ma- 
nufactures which  would  be  injured  by  it. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  supported  the  motion  with  earnest- 
ness, as  coverinp^  unknown  ground,  and  certain  of  giving 
rise  to  endless  htigation. 

Mr.  POLK  repued,  and  defended  the  clause  aa  being 
much  like  one  in  the  act  of  last  year:  the  committee  had 
been  tokL  at  the  treasury  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
little  or  no  difficulty. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  objected  to  votii^  in  the  dark:  it 
had  been  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  doing  so  that  he  bad 
wished  to  get  the  information  sought  in  his  call  upon  the 
treasury,  which  had  not  been  answered. 

Mr.  VINTON  thought  this  provision  of  the  bill  uncon- 
stitutional, because  it  would  occasion  different  duties  in 
different  portis  of  the  Union  on  the  same  article. 

The  question  being  put,  the  yeas  were  74^  the  nays  74. 

The  CHAIR  vbting  m  the  negative,  the  section  was  not 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  introduced  a  proviso  excepting  from 
the  operation  of  the  bill  a  list  of  chemicals;  which  was 
carried:  Yeas  75^  nays  67. 

Mr.  HORN  moved  an  amendment  which  went  to  repeal 
the  duties  hid  by  the  act  of  18S2  on  articles  of  hardware. 

This  motion  give  rise  to  a  debate,  in  which  the  amend- 
ment was  advocated  by  Messrs.  HORN,  POLK,  and 
DRAYTON;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  HUNTINGTON, 
DENNY,  INGERSOLL,  E.  EVERETT,  H.  EVERETT, 
and  WATMOUGH. 

The  amendment  was  finally  negatived :  Yeas  48,  nays  59, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  to  protect  the  article  of 
ready  made  clothing  as  by  the  act  of  1828;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEMMES  moved  to  exempt  certain  paints,  mantt> 
^ACtured  extensively  at  Baltimore  and  elsewhere,  from  the 
effect  of  the  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROOT  now  moved  to  amend  the  duties  on  wool, 
so  as  to  fix  them  at  50  per  cent,  till  1834;  40  per  cent,  till 
1835;  and  then  at  30  per  cent,  permanent  duty. 

This  amendment  was  rejected:  Yeas  47,  nays  54.  (No 
quorum  having  voted,  the  question  was  again  put,  and  the 
vote  stood:  Yeas  58,  nays  64.) 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  tried  a  different  amendment  on  the 
same  clause,  putting  the  duty  on  wool  at 

40  per  cent,  till  <•  -  1834 
35  do  *  *  «  1835 
30  do  •  -  -  1836 
25  permanent. 

This  amendment  was  adopted:  Yeas  74. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
which  reduced  the  duty  on  cottons  to  20  per  cent,  after 
1824. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  moved  to  amend  tbe  duties  on  wool. 
lens,  so  as  to  put  them  at 

50  per  cent,  till  .  -  1834 
45  do  -  -  -  1835 
40  do  -  -  -  1836 
35  permanent. 

This  was  rejected. 
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Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  put  the  duty  on  fooil  nit  at 
5  cents  till  ]ftrch»  1834^  and  then  at  3  cents. 

This  nre  rise  to  an  animated  debate,  in  which  the  qua- 
lity of  the  salt  made  in  Eastport,  in  Maine,  (the  only 
manufactory  of '  the  article,)  was  discassed,  as  also  the 
extent  of  capital  employed,  and  whether  owned  by  Bri- 
tish or  American  citizens:  documents  were  quoted  on  both 
sides,  and  the  policy  of  encouraging  an  article  which  com- 
peted with  the  salt  made  fW>ra  water  in  various  parts  of 
the  Union,  was  warmly  argued.       * 

The  amendment  was  warmly  rettsted  by  Messrs.  JAR- 
VIS,  BATES,  and  ANDERSON,  of  Maine,  and  by  Mr. 
McKENNAN,  of  Penn^lvania;  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
HOWARD,  ELLSWORTH,SUTHERLAND,andREED, 
of  Massachusetts. 

It  was  finally  amended  by  Mr.  REED  so  as  to  fix  the 
duty  on  fossil  salt  at  one-third  that  on  other  salt;  and  in 
this  form  it  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  66,  n$j9  63. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  moved  to  restore  the  duty  fixed  by 
the  act  of  1833,  on  carpets,  carpeting,  flanneb,  bockings, 
and  baizes;  he  briefly  sustained  the  motion,  which  was 
further  supported  by  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  Mr.  E.  EVERETT.  It  was  then  carried:  Yeas 
64^na3rs58. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  moved  a  fitrther  amendment,  in- 
cluding in  the  bill  "patent  floor  cloths,  and  oil  cloths  of 
everv  description'*  (under  tho  duty  of  4p  per  cept ) 

This  was  also  carried:  Yeas  93,  nays  ds. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  now  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill 
the  whole  of  the  sections  containing  the  duties  on  wool 
and  woollens,  and  restoring  the  protection  of  1833. 

Mr.  WILDE  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  but  the 
motion  fiuled:  Yeas  55,  nays  56» 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Evsbztt's  motion, 
and  negatived:  Yeas  66»  nays  69. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  raise  the 
duties  on  spirits,  as  follows: 

1st  and  3d  proof,  from  18  cents,  as  in  the  bill,  to  35  cents. 

3d  proof  31  to  40  cents. 

4th  36      45 

5th  30      50 

Over  5th  proof  36  to  55  cents. 

The  amendment  was  negatived:  Yeas  59,  nays  63. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strikeout 
<*and  worsted**  from  the  35'  per  cent  duty,  and  put  on 
wonted  yam  cotUng  40  cents  a  pound  a  duty  of  10  per 
cent. 

This  was  carried:  Yeas  68,  nays  53.  • 

Mr.  BARRIN6ER  moved  to  put  upon  this  article  a 
duty  of  two  cents  a  pound;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH  moved  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  on 
manufactures  of  marble. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  added  "and  marble.** 

Thus  amended,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COKE  now  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  re- 
port the  biU,  but  the  motion  was  pronounced  out  of  order 
at  present. 

Mr.  RU8SEL,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  the 
bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  as  a  substitute, 
that  the  biw  of  July,  1833,  should  be  and  continue  in  full 
Ibrce  and  virtue  until  the  3d  of  March,  1841. 

Mr.  INOERSOLL  said  this  question  was  new  and  im- 
portant; and,  to  allow  time  for  its  consideration,  he  moved 
that  the  committee  rise.  He  withdrew  the  motion  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  POLK,  who  urged  the  committee  to  bring 
the  debate  to  a  close,  and  report  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  rise  was  now  renewed,  and  prevuled. 

And  the  House  then  adjourned. 


TaumssAT,  Fbbbuabt  7. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Methodist  Church  of  George- 
town, coaiDg  up. 


Mr.  HALL,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  as  he  entertained  constitutions! 
objections  to  it. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  ELLS- 
WORTH, WASHINGTON,  SEMMES,  ARNOLD,  and 
VANCE  took  part,  and  an  ineffectual  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  upon  the  table,  its  consideration  was  postponed  for 
one  week. 

EXPLANATORY  TARIFF  ACT. 

The  House  now  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
Cbawfobd  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  explain  the  8th  sec 
tion  of  the  tariff  biw  of  1832. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  put  several  queries  to  Mr.  Cambbx- 
Lxiro  on  the  provision  of  the  bill.    In  reply  to  which, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  went  into  a  histoiy  of  the  bill, 
and  the  circumstances  in  which  it  had  had  its  origin:  he 
stated  the  different  constructions  of  the  bill  it  went  to 
explain,  and  stated  in  substance  that  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  enable  the  holders  of  goods  entitled  to  drawback 
under  the  law  of  1838,  to  receive  the  difference  of  duty 
between  the  law  of  1828,  which  they  had  paid,  and  1832, 
which  alone  they  would  be  now  1>ound  to  pay,  without 
laying  them  under  the  necessity  of  reshippin^  their 
goods.  It  extended  this  privilege  beyond  the  original  im- 
porter, to  all  who  held  the  goods  in  the  original  packages. 

Mr.  WICKL1FFE  thought  that  the  bill  went  further 
than  this,  or  it  need  not  be  so  long. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied,  and  explained  that  the 
length  of  the  bill  had  been  occasioned  by  a  desire  to  ac- 
commodate the  officers  of  the  customs.  It  granted  no 
new  privilege,  but  merely  nve  a  facility  in  the  exerdse 
of  the  privilege  already  conferred  by  law. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  further  explained  the 
nature  of  the  bill,  and  argued  to  show  that  the  treasury, 
instead  of  losing,  would  in  reality  gain  by  its  passage: 
inasmuch  as  if  the  goods  were  allowed  to  be  taken  to  the 
custom-house  now,  all  the  holder  would  get  would  be  the 
difference  of  dutyi  whereas,  if  they  should  be  reshipped, 
and  returned  to  this  country,  he  could  claim  a  drawback 
of  the  whole  duty  paid. 

The  discussion  of  the  bill  was  cut  short  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  hour. 

The  House  then  went  again  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 

TARIFF  BILL. 

The  question  coming  up  on  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  RussBL,  of  Ohio,  to  reinstate  the  tariff  law  of  1832, 
and  to  continue  it  in  force  until  1841, 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  opposed  the  motion.  He  said  that 
while  it  carried  the  appearance  of  settling  the  question  of 
the  tariff,  it  would  not  reallv  settie  it  at  all)  and  it  seemed 
to  imply  that  at  the  end  of  eight  years  the  policy  of  the 
counUy  should  be  abandoned.  Sir,  said  Mr.  £.,  the  bill 
is  now  so  ahered  and  patched,  that  it  cannot  receive  the 
support  of  any  party  in  this  House,  nor  will  it  be  satisfac- 
tory to  an^  portion  of  the  country.  It  is  the  most  incon- 
gruous thing  that  ever  man  beheld.  It  is  made  up  of  the 
tariffs  of  1816,  '18,  ^28,  and  '32,  without  tiie  least  re- 
gard to  proportions  or  state  of  facts.  Mr.  E.  said  it 
was  lost  time  to  work  upon  this  biU  any  longer;  it  cannot 
pass.  If  any  thing  could  be  done,  we  must  start  anew, 
and  whatever  is  done  must  be  permanent.  This  perpetual 
agitatioq  of  the  question,  and  this  annually  makmg  a  new 
tariff,  is  what  cannot  be  borne.  He  said  he  spoke  only 
for  himself;  he  knew  not  that  any  genUeman  would  a^ree 
with  him,  but  he  felt  satisfied  that  if  any  thing  coula  be 
done,  to  put  this  matter  at  rest,  it  must  be  a  bill  very 
gradually  reducing  duties  down  to  a  proper  standard, 
through  the  course  of  many  years,  taking  the  bill  of  last 
July  as  the  beginning.  He  believed  that  a  bill  might  be 
brought  into  ue  House  which  would  satisfy  the  North, 
and  insome  measure  meet  the  demands  of  the  most  rea- 


1699 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1640 


H.  ov  R.] 


Expkmatory  Taariff  M* 


[F»B.  r,  1833. 


sonablc  part  of  the  South.  If  the  present  policy  of  the 
country  could  be  settled  and  secured,  ana  the  duties 
gradually  reduced  so  as  to  save  the  manufacturers*  he 
was  not  ready  to  say  he  would  not  support  such  a  bill; 
but  then  it  would  be  a  aint  qua  nan  with  him,  that  such  a 
bill  should  come  into  the  House,  and  so  be  sustained  here 
as  to  afTord'the  iullest  assurance  that  the  tariff  ^ould  not 
be  again  agitated.  It  must  come  from  the  South,  and  be 
sustained  by  Southern  votes;  and  without  this  assurance, 
he  would  not  take  such  a  bill,  come  from  where  it  might. 
He  would  not  wish  to  see  such  a  bill  from  Northern  gen- 
tlemen, and  forced  upon  the  South)  for  then  we  should 
see  next  session  just  what  we  see  now — a  renewed  and 
more  determined  attack  on  the  tariff.  The  compulsory 
and  silent  compromise  of  last  session  had  taught  him  to 
beware  of  such  attempts.  Let  the  South,  oppressed  as 
she  says  she  is,  (though  he  did  not  believe  it,)  come  for- 
ward with  a  bill  of  very  gradual  reduction,  of  some  ten 
years  or  more,  and  leaving  at  that  time  a  clear  protection 
in  cash  duties  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  he  would 
very  seriously  think  of  such  a  scheme.  But  while  the 
South  hold  to  their  present  determination,  to  put  down  all 
protection,  he  would  not  attempt  to  meet  them  at  all. 
His  constituents  would  not  yield  a  hair's  breadth.  If  we 
must  have  war  or  a  total  abandonment  of  our  present 
policy,  let  war  come.  Mr.  £.  sud,  here  he  would  take 
his  stand,  and  see  how  the  people  would  bear  him  out.  It 
is  in  vain,  said  Mr.  E.,  to^  on  with  this  disjointed  bill. 
He  appealed  to  the  South,  if  they  supposed  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  North  ^could  thus,  session  after  session, 
suffer  a  policy  to  be  insidiously  attacked  without  any 
hope  or  even  promise  of  a  compromise.  *  South  Carolina 
has  sworn  we  shall  have  no  peace  while  we  have  a  tariff 
of  even  incidental  protection.  Mr.' E.  said  he  was  ready 
to  swear,  for  one,  that  tlie  present  policy  should  never  be 
abandoned,  peace  or  war;  and  he  would  do  nothing  until 
he  saw  a  returning  sense  of  justice  in  the  South,  and  a 
pledge  that  they  would  arrange  a  tariff  that  should  pro- 
tect the  industry  of  the  country,  and  leave  tlie  matter 
finally  and  fully  settled. 

Mr.  RUSSEL,  after  some  remarks,  which  were  inau- 
dible, withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  re- 
port; and,  in  supporting  this  motion,  made  a  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Ellswobth,  professing  hiroselr  and  the 
South  ready  to  accede  to  any  reasonable  arrangement 
which  would  quiet  the  public  mind.  He  would  consent 
to  the  law  or  1832,  if  it  was  to  be  gradually  reduced 
within  any  reasonable  space  of  time,  until  the  revenue 
should  come  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
reinstating  the  bw  of  1833,  and  reducing  it  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  per  cent,  annually,  until  the  reventie  should 
amount  to  $15,000,000.    Negatived. 

Mr.  SEMMES,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  amendment  im- 
posing a  protecting  duty  of  two  cents  a  pound  on  alum; 
carried. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  moved  to  amend  the  duty  on  spirits, 
so  as  to  make  it  range,  npon  the  several,  proofs,  from 
thirty-five  gradually  to  fifty-five  cents.  This  was  nega- 
tived: Yeas  51,  nays  59. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  duty 
on  sugar,  so  as  to  extend  the  reduction  below  two  cents, 
the  first  year  to  one  and  a  half  cents,  and  then  at  one 
cent,  permanent. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana,  made  a  warm  remon- 
strance aeainst  such  a  reduction,  which  must  prove  the 
ruin  of  all  the  sugar  planters.  He  adverted  to  the  great 
reduction  in  the  price  of  sugar,  which,  when  he  first  set- 
tied  in  Louisiana,  was  at  twenty-five  cents  the  pound,  and 
now  ranged  from  six  down  to  two  cents.  The  reduction 
of  duty  would  have  no  effect  on  the  market  price,  but  a 
most  destructive  one  on  the  growers. 


The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  moved  to  restorethe  duties  of  1829 
to  the  spirits  made  from  grain  i  negatived. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  moved  to  add  the  articles  of 
potatoes,  beef,  pork,  and  butter,  on  each  of  which  be 
wished  to  fix  a  protecting  duty;  negatived. 

Mr.  NELSON,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend  the 
biU  on  that  part  relating  to  hosiery,  by  inserting  the  word 
« cotton,"  and  placing  the  duty  thirty  instead  of  twentv 
per  cent.,  and  striking  out  that  section  of  the  bill  which 
places  cotton  hoaiery,  mits,  &c.,  at  twenty  per  cent.$  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion in  relation  to  coarse  cloths,  plains,  kerseys,  &c., 
costing  thirty-five  cents  a  yard,  and  blanketa  costing 
seventy-five  cents;  so  as  to  leave  those  articles  subject  to 
a  duty  of  forty  per  cent.,  gradually  reduced  to  twenty, 
as  on  carpets,  &c.i  negatived:  Yeas  48,  nays  56. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  adiend  the  bill 
by  striking  raw  cotton  from  the  list  of  free  airtieles;  and 
supported  the  motion  by  a  short  speech,  in  which  he  de- 
picted the  evils  which  must  follow  the  inundation  of  cotton 
from  Texas.    The  nation  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  of  Maine,  moved  to  add  a  section  pr(^ 
viding  generally  for  the  allowance  of  drawback;  agreed 
to. 

'  Mr.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  additional 
section,  allowing  a  drawback  of  one  and  one-third  cents 
a  pouftd  on  nails;  the  section  is  very  fully  guarded  against 
frauds. 

Mr.  R.  went  into  a  number  of  statistical  details  in  re- 
ference to  this  manufacture,  its  extent,  its  consumption  of 
the  coal  of  tiie  South,  and  the  peculiar  kind  of  iron  re- 
quired for  carrying  it  on. 

The  section  was  carried:  Yeas  67,  nays  52. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with, 

Mr.  ALEXANDE;R,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  it  to  the  House  as  amended. 

Before  the  question  was  taken, 

Bfr.  ADAMS  said  that  before  the  committee  rose  he 
would  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  making  some 
reply  to  the  misrepresentations  (he  presumed  not  inten- 
tional) of  two  gentiemen  who  had  misapprehended  his 
meaning,  and  then  commented  with  some  severity,  not  so 
much  upon  the  opinions  which  he  had  expressed,  aa  upon 
those  which  they  had  erroneously  imputed  to  him. 

The  first  was  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  over 
the  way,  who  had  totally  mistaken,  not  only  ^be  purport 
of  his  [Mr.  A.'s]  observations,  but  also  that  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  which  he  had 
recently  submitted  to  the  House.  The  gentieman  from 
South  Carolina  had  read  to  the  committee,  not  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  themselves, 
but  a  sentence  from  a  manuscript  slip  of  paper  furnished 
to  the  gentleman,  Mr.  A.  knew  not  by  whom;  but  the 
gentleman  had  alleged  that  it  formed  a  part  of  tiie  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and  charged  it 
upon  them  as  exhibiting  a  temporary  violence  quite  equal 
to  that  of  the  ordinance  of  nullification;  when,  in  fact, 
there  was  not  one  word  of  tiie  sentence  which  he  had 
read  from  the  slip  of  paper,  contained  in  the  resolutions 
from  Massachusetts.  The  gentieman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  treated  him  much  as  he  liad  treated  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State,  one  of  whose  representatives  he  had 
the  honor  of  being  on  this  fioor. 

As  to  the  language,  however,  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  jind  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature,  the  gentleman  had  made  an  explana- 
tion, and  had  acknowledged  he  had  been  in  error.  But 
the  gentleman  had  not  done  the  same  justice  to  Mr.  A. ; 
on  tiie  contrary,  afler  he  had  formally  disclaimed  the 
mining  given  to  his  words,  and  the  words  themselves, 
the  gentleman  still  persisted  in  imputing  tiiem  to  hina. 
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As  to  the  couitesy  of  such  a  proGedure,  be  ihoiild  imke 
no  rcnuirki  courtesy  depended  very  nmch  on  every  gen- 
tleman's own  view  of  what  was  due  from  gentk«en  to 
each  other.    But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
charged  Mr.  ^.  with  brin^nr  a  firebrand  into  the  com- 
mittee,  and  giving  an  entirely  new  turn  to  the  debate. 
And  what  was  the  firebrand  hie  bad  introduced?    He  had 
taken  up  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  essence  of  the 
bill*  ana  had  spoken  of  it  as  being  the  commencement 
of  a  system  of  withdrawal  of  protection  from  some  of  the 
great  interests  of  the  country;  interests  secured  to  those 
concerned  in  them  by  the  constitution  and  existing  laws  of 
the  United  States;  interests  in  which  his  own  constituents 
had  a  deep  stake,  and  in  which  a  large  portion  of  this 
Union  had  a  stake 'of  stiU  more  portentous  magnitude;  he 
bad  stated  the  ground  on  which  he  should  vote  against 
this  bill,  or  any  other  proceeding  upon  the  same  princi- 
ples, at  the  present  session.    He  had  comadered  the  bill 
as  not  adapted  to  effect  its  professed  object,  the  reduction 
of  the  revenue,  but  as  calculated  to  confirm  the  act  of  a 
convention  held  in  South  Carolina,  declaring  all  the  reve- 
nue laws  of  the  United  States,  to*  be  null  and  void  within 
that  State;  and,  in  support  of  this  view,  he  had  referred 
to  a  declaration  made  by  the  same  convention  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  other  twenty-three  States,  in  the  most  positive 
and  solemn  terms,  that  a  protecting  tariff  should  never 
more  be  executed  in  South  Carolina.    Now,  was  it  he 
that  had  thrown  this  firebrand?    The  firebrand  was  to  be 
found  in  this  declaration  of  the  convention  of  a  part  of 
the  people  of  South  Carolina;  and  that  paper  had  been 
officially  commended  to  the  notice  of  Congress  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.     Were  Mr.  A.'s  lips  to 
be  sealed  by  this  act  of  a  part  of  the  citizens  of  South 
Carolina?  and  that  when  he  considered  the  bill  on  which 
he  was  called  to  vote  as  having  no  other  tendency  than  to 
increase  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  to  take  away 
the  right  of  protection  due  to  a  large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Union;  to  ruin  all  the  manufactures  of  the  land; 
to  ruin,  yes,  to  ruin  the  free  manufacturing  and  agricul- 
tural labor  in  his  portion  of  this  countiv,  and  to  confirm 
the  nullifying  ordinance  of  South  Carolina?    These  were 
the  purposes  of  the  bill.     If  a  firebrand  had  been  thrown 
into  the  House,  it  had  not  been  by  his  hands.     He  had 
made  no  charge  against  South  Carolina.     He  had  read 
passages  from  the  address  of  a  convention,  speaking  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  that  State,  to  the  people  of  all 
the  other  States  in  the  Union,  declaring  that  they  had 
nullified  within  the  limits  of  the  State  the  existing  laws 
of  the  United  States,  which  protect  the  rights,  and  in- 
terests, and  property  of  great  multitudes  of  his  [Mr. 
A.'s]  constituents,  and  of  aveiy  large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Union.     The  South  Carolina  convention  had 
passed  a  sentence  of  outlawry  upon  at  least  one-third  part 
of  the  free  population  of  the  country;  had  declared  them 
out  of  the  protection  of  the  existing  laws  of  the  landt 
and,  with  the  most  positive  asseverations,  had  affirined 
that  the  people  of  South  Carolina  never  would  submit  to 
see  that  protection  restored;  that  their  determination  to 
this  effect  was  unalterable;  that  their  purpose  was  to 
carry  it  into  effect  peaceably  if  they  could,  but  that  carry 
it  into  effect  they  would  at  all  hazards;  and  that  a  pro- 
tective tariff  should  never  more  be  executed  in  South 
Curolina. 

Mr.  A.  had  decbu«d  his  belief  that  this  assurance  of 


other  of  the  parties  must  nltimatdy  give  way,  and  that 
there  could  never  be  a  more  favorabfe  time  rar  aettUng 
the  question  than  now;  that  if  the  nullifiers  should  nse,  ss 
they  professed  to  intend,  no  other  than  peaoeabk  meansy 
no  others  would  be  needed,  nor,  as  he  •believed,  applied, 
to  execute  the  laws:  but  that  the  laws  itnust  be  executed^ 
and  that  he  was  assured  no  superfluous  force  would,  on 
the  part  of  the  Qovemment  of  Uie  United  States,  be  ap- 
pliea;  none  beyond  that  indispensable  for  the  execution 
of  the  laws.  Was  this  bringing  a  firebrand  into  the 
House? 

Mr.  A.  would  now  add  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  was  the  last,  the  very  last  man  in  that  House* 
fix>m  whom  he  should  have  expected  an  accusation  of  this 
character.  If  it  had  come  from  one  of  the  gentleman's 
colleagues,  from  the  commenders  and  abettors  of  the 
nullification  ordinance,  it  would"  have  been  no  more  than 
he  might  have  expected;  but  he  had  befbre  said,  and  he 
now  repeated  the  remark,  that  from  what  he  had  heard 
ktely  from  Carolina,  it  was  doubtfiil  to  him  whether  that 
gentleman,  and  those  who  thought  and  acted  with  him, 
would  not,  ere  long,  be  compelled  to  call  upon  this  Go- 
vernment to  carry  into  -effect  that  protection  which  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  secured  to  them.  And 
if  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  should  ever  be  placed  in 
that  situation,  he  pledged  himself,  so  fiir  ashisvote  Would 
go^  to  give  it  to  them.  He  believed  they  were  entitled 
to  it  under  the  constitution.  But,  as  respected  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (for  whom  Mr.  A.  entertained 
the  highest  respect,  notwithstanding  he  did  not  think  the 
gentleman  had  returned  the  courtesy  to  him,)  he  must 
say,  if  that  was  the  friendship  they  were  to  receive  in 
return  for  protection,  he  should,  for  one,  prefer  meeting 
one  of  the  gentleman's  nullifying  colleagues;  better  an 
open  and  a  candid  foe,  than  a  flinching  or  a  treacherous 
friend. 

Another  gentleman,  from  another  State,  [Mr.  Pattoit, 
of  Virginia,]  had  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  his 
meaning,  as  much  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  done.  That  gentleman,  in  an  elaborate  answer  of 
his,  to  the  few  observations  Mr.  A.  liad  addressed  to  the 
committee  on  that  occasion,  had  thought  proper  to  in-> 
dulKe  himself  in  many  observations  on  the  remarks  he  had 
made,  and  sometimes  in  personal  allusions,  of  a  very 
pointed  nature,  to  himself.  With  respect  to  the  latter, 
whether  coming  from  that  gentleman,  or  from  any  other 
member  of  the  House,  Mr.  A.  must  ask  permission  to 
make  no  reply  whatever.  He  should  do^  with  regard  to 
the  gentleman,  as  was  once  done  by  a  very  distinguished 
officer  in  our  army;  a  man  of  high  military  sensibility,  of 
strong  feeling,  as  to  what  was  due  to  his  own  honor,  and 
of  great  personal  courtesy  towards  others.  It  happened 
that  this  gentleman  had  had  a  misunderstanding  with  one 
of  his  brother  officers,  which  had  proceeded  to  such 
lengths,  that  they  were  not  upon  speaking  terms.  As 
they  were  both  walking,  one  day,  in  one  of  the  avenues 
of  this  city,  they  chanced  to  pass  each  other  so  very 
closely,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  they  should  not  see 
each  other.  Seeing  his  enemy  come  so  very  near  to  him, 
he  turned  round,  aiKl  taking  off  his  hat,  said,  "  sir,  please 
to  excuse  my  nlute.*'  Mr.  A.  would  say  the  same  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  to  all  others  who  might 
be  disposed  to  amuse  themselves!,  or  entertain  the  House 
with  allusions  to  any  thing  that  be  was,  had  been,  or  ever 


the  South  Carolina  ordinance  was  sincere.    That  it  was  I  might  be;  be  must  say  to  them,  please  to  excuse  my  sa 


an  issue  tendered  to  the  €k>vemmentof  the  United  States 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  that  Government  to  meet,  and 
not,  by  a  bill  like  that  before  the  committee,  to  blink  or  to 
evade;  that  it  was  an  issue  which  must  be  met;  that  the 
protection  to  which  the  South  Carolina  convention  declar- 
ed that  State  would  never  more  submit,  was  a  right  of  the 
citizen  which  the  Government  of  the  Union  had  no  right 
to  withhold  or  to  deny;  that  upon  this  issue  one  or  the 


lute,  or  reply. 

As  U\  the  gentleman's  observations  in  reference  to  the 
biU,  the  gentleman  had  contested  some  of  tlie  positions 
Mr%  A.  bad  taken,  andespecially  one  which  lay  at  the  fourtd- 
ation,  and  farmed  a  vary  important  part  of  tlie  contro- 
versy witli  South  Carolina,  having  respect  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  nation  itself.  In  the  observations  Mr.  A.  had 
ma  le,  he  had  said  that  the  first  wonls  of  the  preamble  to 
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the  constitution  had  settled  the  chBTActer  of  our  Union, 
'tnd  had  constituted  the  nation  one  people. 

«'  The  position  assumed  by  Ur.  A.  had  been*  that  the 
whole  people  of  the  Union  were  the  authors  of  and  par- 
ties to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  was  expli- 
citly declared  by  themselves  in  the  yery  first  words  or  its 
preamble;  and  as  no  compact  can  be  dissolved  but  by  the 
same  pow  er  which  created  it,  the  people  of  no  one  State 
in  the  Union  could  either  dissolve  the  compact  bjr  which 
iAney  had  bound  themselves  to  the  Union,  or  withdraw 
from  it,  or  by  counter-le^lation  annul  its  laws." 

The  gentleman  from  Viivinia  had  disputed  this  position; 
and  had  quoted  a  number  of  authorities  to  maintain  that  tUs 
Union  was  nothing  more  than  a  confederation  of  sovereign 
States.  The  gentleman  had  said,  that  Ur .  A.  had  adduced 
no  authority  iu  support  of  his  doctrines,  but  merely  those 
words,  "  we  the  people.''  It  was  very  true  that  he  had 
quoted  no  additional  authori^,  because  the  words  them- 
selves were  an  authority  which  admitted  of  no  answer. 
Mr.  A.  had  thoup^ht  so  when  he  referred  to  them;  nor  did 
be  think  otherwise  after  he  had  heard  all  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman,  and  all  the  authorities  he  had  quoted. 

But,  if  the  gentleman  must  have  authorities,  he  would 
refer  him  to  some;  they  were  not  wanting. 

The  first  he  should  mention,  was  George  Wasliington, 
the  President  of  the  convention  which  issued  the  consti- 
tution to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  the  Farewell 
Address  of  that  Father  of  his  country,  were  a  multitude  of 
passages  which,  in  Mr.  A.'s  estimation,  were  authorities 
in  support  of  the  same  position:  and,  indeed,  that  whole 
paper  might  be  said  to  be  in  itself  one  entire,  compact, 
sound,  and  unanswerable  argument  in  fiivor  of  the  prin- 
ciple. The  address  in  which  be  declines  a  second  re-elec- 
tion to  that  office,  which  he  held  so  much  to  his  own  ho- 
nor and  to  the  glory  and  welfare  of  his  country,  was  not 
directed,  like  that  of  the  convention  of  South  Carolina,  to 
the  people  of  the  17  or  18  States  tlien  In  the  Union;  it 
was  directed  to  *'  the  people  of  the  UnitedStates." 

One  paragraph  in  that  address  was  in  these  words: 
*•  profoundly  penetrated  with  this  idea,  I  shall  carry  it 
with  me  to  my  grave,  as  a  strong  incitement  to  unceasing 
vows  that  heaven  may  continue  to  you — "to  you**— to 
whom?  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  *•  the  choicest 
tokens  of  its  beneficence^  that  your  Union  and  brotherly 
affection  may  be  perpetual;  that  the  free  constitution, 
which  is  the  work  of  your  hands,  may  be  sadhedly  main- 
tained; that  its  administration  in  every  department  may  be 
stamped  with  wisdom  and  virtue;  that,  in  fine,  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people  of  these  States,  under  the  auspices  of 
liberty,  may  be  made  complete,'*  he.  Observe  especially 
those  words:  "  the  free  constitution  which  is  the  work  of 
your  hands."  Shortly  after,  we  find:  "theunity  of  Go- 
vernment, which  constitutes  you  one  people,  is  also^  now 
dear  to  you.    It  is  justly  so." 

Tes,  sir,  said  Mr.  A.  «<^the  unity  of  Government  which 
constitutes  you  one  people,"  is  justly  dear  to  you. 

Again :  * '  citizens  by  birth  or  choice  of  a  common  coun- 
try, that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate  your  affections. 
The  name  of  an  American,  which  belongs  to  you  in  your 
national  capacity,  must  always  exalt  the  just  pride  or  pa- 
triotism more  than  any  appelktion  derived  firom  local  dis- 
criminations." 

Further  on  we  have  the  following  paragraphs: 

*«  In  this  sense  it  is,  tliat  your  Union  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered as  the  main  prop  of  your  liberty,  and  that  the  love 
of  the  one  oiightto  endear  to  you  the  preservation  of  the 
other."  **  Is  there  a  doubt  whether  a  common  Govern- 
ment can  embrace  so  large  a  sphere?  Let  experience 
solve  it.  To  listen  to  mere  speculation  in  such  a  case  were 
criminal.  We  are  authorised  to  hope  that  a  proper  orgi^ 
nization  of  the  whole,  with  the  auxiliary  agency  of  Go- 
yemments  for  the  respectiye  subdivisions,  will  afford  a 
bappy  issue  to  $he  experiment." 


**  Tour  Union"— the  gentleman  from  Virginia  sud,  the 
nnion  of  a  people  was  an  absurdity,  but  the  union  of 
States  was  a  common  and  intelligible  idea.  If  the  gentle- 
man would  ti^e  the  trouble  of  reading  this  address,  he 
would  find  that  the  union  of  the  people  of  the  Uiuted  States 
was  no  new  or  strange  idea  to  President  Washington. 

The  gentleman  hi^  said,  (after  the  nuUifiers  of  South 
Carolina,^  that  thiffe  was  no  such  thin^  as  a  Government 
of  the  wnole;  that  there  was  no  American  people.  Bat 
what  said  this  document? 

**  To  the  efficacy  and  permanency  of  your  Union,  a  Go- 
vernment for  the  whole  is  indispensable.  No  alliances^ 
however  strict,  between  the  parts  can  be  an  adequate  sub- 
stitute; they  nrast  inevitably  experience  the  infcmctiona 
and  interruptions  which  all  ulianees,  in  all  time%  have  ex* 
perienced." 

Again:  **  The  bans  of  our  political  sptems  is  the  right 
of  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter  their  constitutions  of 
Government.  But  the  constitution,  which  at  any  time  ex- 
ists until  changed  by-  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the 
whole  people,  is  sacredly  obligatoiy  upon  all.  The  veiy 
idea  of  the  power  and  the  right  of  the  p^le  to  establish 
Government,  presupposes  the  duty  of  every  individul  to 
obey  the  establiiAiea  Government." 

Observe  the  force  of  this  last  paragraph.  .  It  bthe  con- 
clusion of  an  unanswerable  argument  to  prove  the  sacred 
obligation  incumbent  upon  every  indimual  dtisen  to 
yield  obedience  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and,  having  in  express  terms  declared  that  constitution  to 
have  been  the  work  of  the  hands  of  the  whole  people,  he 
draws  here  the  inference,  explicit,  logical,  irreantible, 
that  by  the  whole  people  can  it  alone  be  abrogated;  that, 
until  chan^ped  by  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole 
people,  it  IS  sacredly  ooligatory  upon  all. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  should  read  no  further  from  that  paper. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  was  now  convinced,  that  if  he 
had  not  read  any  authorities  to  the  committee,  it  had  not 
been  because  he  had  no  authorites  to  read. 

The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  debates  of  the  Vir- 
ginia convention,  upon  the  adoption  of  this  constitotion, 
and  had  read  one  or  two  paragraphs  which  seemed  to 
countenance  the  doctrine  he  professed.  There  were  more 
than  twenty  gentlemen  in  the  Virginia  convention  who 
had  made  observations  on  those  words  in  the  preamble  of 
the  constitution,  **  We  the  people;^'  and  there  had  not 
been  one  of  them  who  did  not  aamit  that  those  words  did 
explicitly  and  unequivocally  declare  that  it  was  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  who  made  the  constitution.  Mr. 
Henry,  that  great  and  illustriiius  man,  illustrious  not  only 
in  Virginia,  but  throughout  this  whole  country,  whom  Mr. 
A.  felt  as  much  pride  in  recognizing  as  a  coontnrman  as 
if  he  had  been  bom  in  the  next  house  to  himself  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, had  been  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  had  in  fiict  proved  himself  the  most  strenuous 
and  able  opponent  of  that  instrument  in  the  Virginia  con- 
vention. One  ground  of  exception  taken  by  him  bad  been, 
that  tins  phrase  chanred  the  nature  of  the  Government. 
Mr.  Henry  had  insistea  that  the  General  Convention  which 
drew  up  the  constitution  had  no  right  to  speak  thus^  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  And,  had  the 
constitution  prepared  b^  the  convention  been  intended 
by  them  to  become  bindmg  without  being  referred  to  the 
people  themselves,  the  argument  would  have  been  un- 
answerable. It  had  only  been  the  fact  that  the  instrument 
would  be  of  no  effect  until  the  people  should  have  made 
the  act  their  own,  which  justified  the  convention  in  em- 
ploying such  language. 
What  said  Mr.  Henry? 

**  And  here  I  would  make  this  inquiry  of  those  worthy 
characters  who  composed  a  part  of  the  late  federal  con- 
vention. I  am  sure  they  were  fully  impressed  with  the 
necessi^  of  forming  a  great  consolidatea  Government  in- 
stead of  a  coafcderatioa.    ThatthisisacoaBolidatcdGe- 
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Ternment  b  demonstrably  clean  and  the  danf^r  of  wch  a 
GoTernment  is,  to  my  mind»  very  striking,  f  have  the 
highest  veneration  for  those  gentlemen  (  but,  sir,  give  me 
leave  to  demand  what  ri|fht  had  they  to  say  we  the  peo- 
ple? 1^  political  curiosity,  exelusive  of  my  anxious  soli- 
citude ior  the  public  wellare,  leads  me  to  ask,  who  aur 
thorized  them  to  speak  the  Janguage  of  we  the  people, 
instead  of  we  the  States?  States  are  the  charactefistics, 
and  the  soul  of  a  confederation.  If  the  States  be  not  the 
agents  of  this  compact,  it  must  be  one  great  consolidated 
national  Government  of  the  people  of  afi  the  States." 

I  consider  this  as  one  of  those  authorities  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  demanded.  The  conclusions  of  Mr. 
Henry  were,  in  this  instance  so  far  correct,  that  the  words 
*'  we,  the  people"  did  entirely  change  the  nature  of  the 
Government  Hiis  was  not  contested  by  any  one  mem- 
ber of  the  same  convention. 

The  first  answer  given  to  this  question  of  Mr.  Henry, 
was  by  Governor  l&ndolph,  then  the  Governor  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  a  member  of  the  convention  at  Pbilar 
delphia.  As  a  member  of  that  convention,  though  he  had 
ti^en  a  very  adUve  and  leading  part  in  drawing  up  the 
constitution,  he  had  declined  n^ning  it|  but  how,  as  a 
member  of  the  Virginia  convention,  w«s  in  favor  of  its 
adoption. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  Mr.  Henry,  Governor  Qan- 
dolph  sud: 

**  The  gentleman  then  proceeds  and  inquires  why  we 
assumed  Sie  lang^uage  of  *  we,  the  people?'  I  ask  why 
not?  l*he  Govenujaent  is  for  the  people;  and  the  misfor- 
tune was,  that  the  people  had  no  i^ncy  in  the  Govern* 
ment  before.  What  harm  is  there  in  consulting  the  peo- 
ple on  the  construction  of  a  Government  bv  iniich  they 
are  to  be  bound?  Is  it  unfair?  Is  it  unjust?  If  the  Go- 
,  vemment  Is  to  be  binding  on  the  people,  are  not  the  peo- 
ple the  proper  persons  to  examine  its  merits  or  defects?" 
The  Governor  afterwards  proceeded  and  enlarged  on 
the  imbecility  of  the  old  conrederation. 

Then  came  anoUier  great  and  illustrious  man*  as  well  in 
the  Union  as  in  his  own  State,  Mr.  Pendleton. 
His  reply  to  this  objection  of  Ur.  Henty  was: 
**  But  an  objection  is  made  to  the  ibrm^  theexpnession, 
we  the  people,  is  thought  improper.    Permit  me  to  ask 
the  gentleman  who  made  this  objection,  who  but  the  peo- 
ple can  delegate  powers?  who  but  the  people  have  a 
right  to  form  Government?    The  expression  is  a  common 
one,  and  a  favorite  one  with  mei  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  by  their  authority,  is  a  mode  whoUy  inessential. 
If  the  obiection  be  that  the  Union  ought  to  be  not  of  the 
people,  but  of  the  State  Governments,  then  I  think  the 
choice  of  the  former  very  happjr  and  proper.   What  have 
the  State  Governments  to  do  with  it?    Were  they  to  de- 
termine^ the  people  would  not,  in  that  ease,  be  the  judges 
upon  what  terms  it  was  adopted." 

lJ[r.  Pendleton  tlien  went  on  to  show  that  the  conven- 
tion had  full  power  to  propose  whatsoever  they  might 
Judgfe  most  for  the  general  good,  and  that  the  voice  of  the 
people  alone  could  give  efficacy  to  their  acts. 

The  next  authority  Ifr.  A*  should  quote,  was  Mr.  Lee, 
of  IVestmoreland,  a  name  well  known,  and  advantageojosly 
known,  in  this  community. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Henry's  argument,  he  said: 
«  •  He,  Mr.  Henry,  then  adverted  to  the  style  of  Govern- 
ment, and  asked  what  authority  they  had  to  use  the  ex- 
pression we  the  people,  and  not  we  the  States?  This 
expression  wa^  introduced  into  that  paper  with  great  pro- 
prie^.  This  system  is  submited  tp  the  people  for  their 
consideration,  because  on  them  it  is  to  operate  If  adopted. 
It  is  not  biniling  on  the  people  until  It  becomes  their  act'* 
Mr.  Madison  had  said,  inaeed,  what  the  gentleman  had 
referred  to,  but  he  had  said  a  little  more.  Mr.  A.  woul^ 
read  to  the  House  tlie  conchision  to  which  Mr*  Mtdiaon 
brou^bt  his  argument; 


«  Give  me  leave,''  said  Mr.  Madison,  "  to  say  some- 
thing of  the  nature  of  the  Government,  and  to  show  that 
it  u  safe  and  just  to  vest  it  with  the  power  of  taxation. 
There  are  a  number  of  opinions)  but  the  principal  ques- 
tion is,  Whether  it  be  a  federal  or  consolidated  Govern- 
ment?    In  order  to  judge  properly  of  the  question  before 
us,  we  must  consider  it  minutelv  in  its  principal  parts.    I 
conceive  myself  that  it  is  of  a  mixed  nature:  it  is  in  a  man- 
ner  unprecedented;  we  cannot  find  one  express  example 
in  the  experience  of  the  world.    It  stands  by  itself.    In 
some  respects  it  is  a  Governipent  of  a  federal  naturei 
in  others  it  is  of  a  consolidated  nature.    Even  if  we 
attend  to  the  manner  in  which  the  constitution  is  inves*- 
tigated,  ratified^  and  made  the  act  of  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica, I  can  say,  notwithstanding   what   the   honorable 
gentleman  has  alleged,  that  this  Government  is  not  com- 
pletely consolidated,  nor  is  it  entirely  federal.    Who 
are  parties  to  it?    The  people;  not  the  people  as  com** 
posing  one  great  body,  but  the  people  as  composing 
thirteen  sovereignties.   Were  it,  as  the  gentleman  asserts, 
a  consolidated  Government,  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the 
people  would  be  sufficient  for  its  establishment!  and,  as 
a  m«ority  have  adopted  it  already,  the  remaining  States 
would  be  bound  by  the  act  of  the  majority,  even  if  tiiey 
qnanimously  reprc^ated  it.    Were  it  such  a  Government 
as  it  is  suggested,  it  would  be  now  binding  on  the  people 
of  this  State,  without  having  had  the  privdeg^  of  delibe* 
rating  upon  it|  but,  sir,  no  State  is  bound  by  it,  as  it  is, 
without  Its  own  consent.    Should  all  the  States  adopt  it^ 
it  wiU  be  then  a  Govemme;tt  established  by  the  thirteen 
States  of  America— not  through  the  intervention  of  the 
Legislatures,  but  bj  the  people  at  large.     In  this  particu^ 
lar  respect  the  distmotion  between  the  existing  and  pro* 
posed  Governments  is  very  material.    The  existing  sys- 
tem has  been  derived  from  the  dependent   djerivatiVa 
authori^  of  theXegislatures  of  the  States;  whereas  this 
is  derived  from  tlie  superior  power  of  the  people." 

Mr.  Bladison  says  the  Government  is  neither  wholly 
federal,  nor  wholly  a  consolidated  Goyemment,  but  "  of 
a  mixed  nature/'  So  Blr.  A^  hj»d  always  held  it  to  be, 
and  so  he  had  nid:  To  all  these  observations  of  Mr.  ^Hadir 
son  he  pould  cheerfiillpr  subscribe.  The  suflfVages  of  the 
people  upon  the  constitution  were  collected  in  the  several 
distinct  communities  which  they  had  formed,  and  retainr 
ed)  and  in  that  respect  the  constitution  partook  of  thi^ 
fede|!mtive  character.  But  it  was  only  a  mode  of  collect- 
ing the  rotes  of  the  whole  people,  necessarily  adopted 
from  t^eir  e;|isting  condition,  ana  because  thev  could  not 
be  jBolljected  oth^erwise,  without  merging  in  the  General 
Government  the  separate  auxiliary  subdivisions  of  which 
it  was  composed.  It  was  not,  as  the- nullifying  doctrine 
alleges,  the  people  of  each  State  aggregated  to  the  Union, 
thrmigh  thp  medium  of  the  State^  It  waa^  as  ^.  Madi- 
son explicitly  affirms^^he  States  were  aggregated  to  the 
Unioif,  by  the  wiU  and  action  of  their  people.  Thus,  Mr, 
Madison  speaks^  not  of  the  States,  hut  of  the  people,  as 
compering  thirteen  sovereignties.  Thus,  Mr.  Pendleton 
justly  remarks,  the  people  only  can  delegate  powers. 
Hence  the  State,  itself  the  creature  of  the  people,  and 
possessing  itself  only  but  delegated  powers,  was  inconb- 
petent  to  confer  the  powers  granted  by  the  constitution  to 
the  Government  of  the  ynited  States^  The  people  alone 
were  competent  to  grant  themj  and  the  people  of  each 
State,  In  adopting  the  constitution,  by  one  and  the  same 
act,  made  themselves  and  the  State  which  they  composed, 
parties  to  the  General  Government  of  the  union..  ^  And. 
thus  Mr.  Madison  came  to  the  same  conclusion  with  all 
the  others^  his  colleagues,  that  this  constitution  was  thA 
act  «  of  the  people  atlarge^" 

Mr.  A*  wid  he  would  add  no  more  jiuthorities,  H» 
hoped  and  trusted  that  if  authorities  were  necessary,  he 
had  adduced  suftcient  to  satisfy  the  committee.  He  had 
said  th»t  the  wo^  «<  We,  the  People  «f  the  United 
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States,**  introducing  the  preamble  to  the  constitution, 
conveyed  to  his  mind  an  idea  of  the  hif^est  moral  sub- 
^mity.  This  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  consider- 
ed as  the  fimciAiiimagination  of  a  rnetorician  or  poet. 
Mr.  A.  had  said  at  the  time,  and  now  repeated,  that  he 
was  speaking  to  men  of  intelligence  and  to  men  of  feel- 
ing. To  their  sympathies  he  appealed,  and,  in  illastra- 
tion  of  the  idea  that  he  had  expressed,  he  would  now 
take  the  liberty  of  reading  a  passa^  from  the  writings  of 
an  ancient  Roman,  not  in  their  original  language,  but  in 
words  which  he  trusted  would  find  their  way  to  every 
bosom:  **  For  there  is  nothing  done  upon  earth  more 
acceptable  to  that  God  who  rules  thd  universe,  than  in  those 
assemblages  and  deliberations  of  men,  rightifully  associat- 
ing together,  and  constituting  governments  for  nations." 

This  was  the  sentiment  of  the  greatest  orator,  states- 
man, and  moralist,  that  ever  lived  in  the  tide  of  times{  and 
with  this  Bcfntiment  in  his  heart,  Mr.  A.  now  repeated 
that,  short  of  divine  inspiration,  there  was  nothing  in  hu- 
man language  tliat  ever  conveyed  to  his  mind  an  idea  of 
loftier  menu  sublimity  than  this  preamble  to  the  constitu- 
\  tion  of  the  United  States)  than  this  one  corporate  body, 
^is  one  people  of  thirteen  distinct  communities,  this  in- 
numerable multitude  in  one,  speaking  in  the  first  person, 
to  the  race  of  civilized  man,  and  decuLring  the  purpose  of 
their  speech,  to  oonatitute  themselves  as  one  people,  and 
to  establish  that  Government  for  a  nation  which  is  the 
most  acceptable  of  all  human  action  upon  earth  to  the 
God  who  governs  the  Universe. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  had  been  charged,  in  substance, 
both  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  and  the 
gentleman  fVom  Virginia,  with  countenancing,  himself,  the 
idea  of  nullification,  and  resistance  by  force  and  violance. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  sud  something  about 
*'  heroes  of  the  last  disclosure,"  who  could  "  &ok  on 
blood  and  slaughter  with  composure;"  and  had  said  this 
in  reference  to  expressions  used  by  him.  He  disclaim'ed 
the  use  of  any  such  expressions;  he  denied  having  uttered 
any  thing  like  a  reflection  upon  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina. When  he  spoke  of  the  acts  of  a  convention  of  a 
part  of  the  people  of  that  State,  he  hoped  that  he  should 
always  speak  of  them  freely,  as  they  were,  or  as  they  ap- 
peared to  his  own  mind.  He  meant  no  disrespect  to 
South  Carolina,  or  to  any  part  of  the  Union,  in  what  he 
had  addressed  to  the  committee. 

He  had  said  tliat  he  could  not  vote  for  an^  bill  that  was 
considered  as  a  confirmation  of  tlie  nullifying  ordinance 
of  South  Carolina,  or  as  giving  a  pledge  to  the  nation, 
that  the  great  system  of  protection  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture  and  manufactures  should  be  abandoned:  to 
the  abandonment  of  tliat  system  be  had  declared  that  he 
would  never  give  his  consent,  because  he  considered  it 
as  a  right  belonging  to  his  constituents:  a  right  which 
pertained  to  them  as  being  parties  to  the  constitution :  a 
right  resulting  from  the  allegiance  due  by  them  to  the 
country:  and  by  way  of  illustrating  this  sentiment,  and 
to  sliow  that  other  portions  of  the  Union,  and  other  g^eat 
interests  of  an  exclusive  nature,  were  protected  by  the 
constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  Union.  He  had  adduced 
those  provisions  of  the  constitution  which  went  directly 
to  protect  the  g^eat  interests  peculiar  to  the  South.  He 
haa  referred  to  the  large  sums  expended  for  the  support 
of  our  standing  army.  He  had  not  said,  as  he  had  been 
represented  to  say,  that  this  army  was  kept  up  exclusive- 
ly for  the  benefit  of  the  Southern  States.  He  had,  on 
the  contrary,^  declared  that  there  was  another  portion  of 
the  Union  which  had  as  great,  if  not  a  greater,  interest  in 
it,  and  had  referred  to  the  settlements  on  our  Western 
frontier.  To  those  who  considered  their  own  exclusive 
interests  as  the  only  interests  to  be  provided  for,  he  had 
said  that  the  army  was  not  of  a  cent's  value  either  to  the 
manufacturing  or  the  agricultural  interests.  Had  the 
gentleman  refuted  this  statement?    Had  he  shown  that 


it  was  of  one  dollar's  consideration  to  either  of  these  inte- 
rests? Not  at  all.  Had  Mr.  A.  objected  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  army?  Had  he  asked  [for  a  repeal  of  the 
law?  No:  nor  should  he  ever  do  so.  There  were  great 
interests  at  the  South  to  which  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  extended  protection,  and  Mr.  A.  would  never  g:lve 
his  voice  to  have  the  appropriation  for  their  protection 
reduced  one  cent,  although  to  his  own  constituents  the 
army  which  protected  them  was  perfectly  useless.  They 
wanted  no  army.  The  manufiicturers  and  agriculturists 
at  the  North  were  all  submissive  to  the  laws:  they  had 
neither  domestic  nor  foreign  enemies  whom  they  feared. 
Mr.  A.  had  further  said  that  there  were  other  great  inte- 
rests in  the  country,  the  interests  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion: and  he  had  been  represented  assaying,  that  these  in- 
terests, too,  were  protected  for  the  benefit  of  the  South. 
He  had  said  no  such  thing.  He  knew  perfectly  well, 
that  the  interests  of  commerce  and  navigation  were 
not,  as  such,  the  interests  of  the  South.  They  were  in- 
terests to  which  many  of  his  own  constituents  were  no 
strangers,  for  the  people  of  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sented were  commercial  and  navigating^as  well  as  manu- 
facturing and  agricultural,  the  interests  of  which  were  im- 
mediately struck  at  by  the  bill  before  the  committee. 
But  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  countenance  given  by  the 
representation  of  the  commercial  interest  on  this  floor  to 
this  bill.  It  was  supported  b^  most  of  the  representatives 
from  the  large  commercial  cities. 

There  was  another  interest  which  he  was  sorry  to  see. 
No  doubt  they  acted  on  grounds  satisfactory  to  themselves. 
It  was  indeed  apparent  uiat  the  immediate  operations  of 
the  bill  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  commerdal 
interest,  at  the  expense  of  those  of  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures; and  to  that  circumstance,  doubtless,  their  sup- 
port of  it  was  to  be  attributed.  This  interest  was  to  be 
protected  by  the  navy.  Happy  had  Mr.  A.  been  to  see 
in  the  Executive  message  a  recommendation  to  persevere 
in  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  this  arm  of  the  national 
defence;  although  it  was  kept  up  at  a  great  public  ex- 
pense their  fiill  portion  of  which  was  piud  by  the  manu- 
facturers and  fkrmers,  who  derived,  as  such,  no  benefit 
from  it  whatever. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  Virginia  could  not  be 
charged  with  any  great  partiality  for  a  standing  army.  He 
had  not  said  that  she  could;  and  he  was  still  mrther  from 
charging  her  with  any  partiality  for  the  navy.    He  was 
aware  that  the  navy  had,  now,  a  iViend  in  Virginia;  and 
Mr.  A.  heartily  reioiced  at  it;  but  the  time  had  been, 
when  Virginia  manifested  the  same  objection  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  navigating  and  commercial  interests  as  she 
now  did  with  regard  to  the  manufactures.    But  when  be 
spokd  of  Virginia,  he  wished  to  speak  with  greaX  qualifi- 
cation, because  he  did  not  hold  the  opinions  which  the 
gentleman  had  given  out  to  be  the  genuine  doctrines  of 
Virginia.     He  knew,  indeed,  that  there  was  a  school  of 
politicians  in  that  State  who  held  these  opinions;  but  be 
likewise  remembered  that  George  Washin|^on  and  John 
Marsliall  were  citisens  and  natives  of  Virginia,  as  well  as 
those  who  held  these  notions.     He  took  Virginia's  opi- 
nion from  those  men,  and  could  hardly  say  that  he  con- 
sidered the  others  as  genuine  Virg^ia  politicians.    He' 
would  do  justice  to  Virginia.     He  imputed  to  her  none  of 
the  sentiments  which  distinguished  a  certain  school,  of 
which  he  regretted  to  perceive  that  the  gcntlettian  was 
one. 

The  argument  which  Mr.  A.  had  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee when  up  befoie,  was  tiiis:  The  South  Carolina  con- 
vention, in  their  address  to  the  people  of  all  tlie  other 
States,  had  declared  that  South  Carolina  would  never 
more  submit  to  the  existing  laws,  which  extend  protec- 
tion to  the  manufactures  and  free  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try; and  the  main  reason  which  they  assigned  for  this  de- 
termination was^  that  this  protection  was  enjoyed^  excla« 
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sively  by  the  manufacturing  interest,  in  which  the  South 
had  no  part,  althougli  the  South  bore  in  part  the  burden 
of  its  expense.  To  meet  this  declaration  and  argument, 
Mr.  A.  had  contended  that,  if  the  principles  assumed  by  the 
South  Carolina  convention  could  justly  be  applied  to  the 
protection  enjoyed  by  the  manufiicturing  and  agricultural 
mterest,  it  ought,  injustice,  to  be  applied  in  like  manner  to 
other  g^at  though  partial  interests  protected  by  the  <con- 
stitution  and  the  laws.  He  exemplified  the  great  interests 
of  the  South,  in  the  possession  or  the  property  peculiar  to 
them:^protected  by  the  immense  advantage  of  repre- 
sentation upon  this  flopr;  protected  by  the  stipulation  in 
the  constitution  for  the  restitution  of  fugitive  slaves;  pro- 
tected by  the  guaranty  in  the  constitution  to  the  owners 
of  this  species  of  pi*operty  agunst  domestic  violence;  pro- 
tected liy  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  stand- 
ing army — all  by  means  of  laws  burdensome  to  tipe  manu- 
facturing and  free  agricultural  interest,  which  was  never- 
theless heavily  taxed  for  their  support.  He  exemplified 
the  great  interest  of  the  new  settlers  of  the  West,  pro- 
tected, as  well  as  the  South,  by  the  military  establishment; 
protected  als5  by  laws  and  liberal  appropriations  from  the 
treasury  for  defence  against  the  Indian  savages,  of  which 
we  have  had  recent  and  memorable  experience.  He 
fmally  exemplified  tlie  great  interest  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  protected  by  the  establishment  and  support  of 
the  navy.  The  manufacturers  and  farmers,  he  observed, 
were  all  heavily  taxed  to  support  the  burden  of  all  these 
protective  establishments^  protective  to  interests  which 
were  not  theirs;  and  they  had  just  as  good  right  to  de- 
mand that  the  protection  of  the  nation  should  be  with- 
drawn from  all  those  interests,  as  those  whose  interests 
were  thus  protected  had  to  insist  upon  the  withdrawal  of 
the  national  protection  from  them. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  ashamed  of  detaining  the  committee 
so  long;  but  he  must  be  permitted  to  add  one  reason  more 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  bill,  and  against  its  being 
reported  to  the  House. 

The  bill  bad  been  partially  amended  in  committee,  and 
it  was  not,  he  confessed,  quite  so  bad  as  when  it  came 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  But,  still  it 
could  not  be  made  palatable  to  himr  and  one  reason  for 
this  was  the  injustice  it  contained  toward  one  of  the  great 
interests  of  domestic  industry,  at  the  expense  of  another. 
Very  special  favor  had  been  shown  towards  the  article  of 
iron,  and,  in  vindication  or  apology,  the  committee  told 
the  House  that  iron  was  an  article  of  prime  necessity  in 
time  of  war:  on  this  ground  they  had  assigned  it  a  much 
higher  rate  of  protection  than  was  extended  to  woollens 
and  cottons.  This  distinction,  it  was  said,  had  come  to 
tlie  House  with  the  recommendation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  But  the  ground  assumed  was  totally 
fallacious. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  distinction  was  not  made 
in  favor  of  the  instruments  of  war,  but  in  favor  of  iron  as 
a  raw  material.  The  only  reason  why  special  protection 
should  be  given  to  articles  necessary  in  war  was,  that 
those  articles  could  not,  during  a  time  of  war,  be  obtained 
from  abroad^  as  all  articles  of  this  description  were  pro- 
nounced by  the  law  of  nation?  tp  be  contraband.  All 
other  articles  mM\K  be  imported,  through  the  interven- 
tion of  neutral  nags,  as  freely  during  war  as  in  peace; 
there  was  no  necessary  want  of  them.  But  articles  con- 
ti'aband  of  war  could  not  thus  be  transported  under  the 
protection  of  neutral  flags,  because  they  were  liable  to  be 
captured  by  the  belligerent  parties.  If  our  war  should 
be  with  Great  Britain,  she  might  deprivo  us  of  these  en- 
tirely, owing  to  her  great  power  upon  the  ocean.  This 
was  the  oiSy  reasonable  ground  on  which  ^  distinction 
could  be  made  between  this  class  of  articles  and  others, 
in  arranging  a  protective  tariff.  This  was  tlie  reason  why 
he  had  offered  a  resolution  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
were  the  arlidea  which  the  President  considered  as  enti- 
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tied  to  exemption,  as  being  of  indispensable  necessity  in 
time  of  war.  It  liad  not,  however,  pleased  the  House  to 
allow  that  question  to  be  put  to  the  Executive.  The 
question,  instead  of  being  so  simple  a  matter  that  every 
body  could  answer  it,  was  as  broad  and  wide  as  any  ques- 
tion which  could  be  proposed  to  the  mind.  The  subject 
of  centraband  of  war  was  one  of  perpetual  disputation  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  other  nations  of  £urope, 
because  she  had  a  navy  which  gave  her  a  preponderant 
f)ower  upon  the  ocean.  Mr.  A.  asked,  what  are  the  ar- 
ticles contraband  of  war?  We  had  two  treaties  which 
contained  an  enumeration  ofarticles  of  this  character,  one 
of  which  gave  the  smallest  list,  and  the  other  the  most  ex- 
tensive which  was  recognised  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
The  first  of  these  treaties  was  that  with  France,  of  the  6th 
of  Februar}',  1778,  the  first  treaty  to  which  the  United 
States  were  ever  a  contracting  party.  The  24th  article 
of  this  treaty  contains  the  list  ofarticles  which  the  parties 
stipulated,  in  the  event  that  either  of  them  should  there- 
after be  engaged  in  war,  and  the  other  neutral,  to  con- 
sider as  contraband  of  war,  and  as  such  liable  to  be  cap- 
tured by  the  belligerent,  when  laden  in  the  vessels  of  the 
neutral  party.  This  list  consists  altogether  of  articles  of 
immediate,  and  mostly  of  exclusive  use  in  time  of  war, 
such  as  cannon,  nluskets,  bombs,  gunpowder,  cannon  and 
musket  balls,  and  all  other  warlike  instruments  whatever. 
These  are  succeeded  by  a  list  of,  articles  which  the  par- 
ties agreed  should  not  be  reckoned  among  contraband  or 
prohibited  goods,  and  this  list,  together  with  all  manufac- 
tures woven  of  any  wool,  flax,  silk,  cotton,  or  any  other 
materials,  wearing  apparel,  and  the  stuffs  whereof  they 
are  usually  made,  includes  also  gold  and  silver,  coined  or 
uncoined,  tin,  iron,  &c. 

Here  the  House  would  see  that  iron  was  declared  to  be 
not  contraband  of  war. 

Then  we  had  another  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  con- 
taining a  much  larger  list  of  articles  to  be  considered  as 
contraband;  it  included  many  articles  which  were  express- 
ly excluded  from  the  contraband  list  in  the  treaty  with 
France .  It  was  the  treaty  of  the  19th  of  November,  1794, 
in  the  10th  article  of  which  it  was  agreed  that,  under  the 
denomination  of  contraband  of  war  should  be  comprised 
all  arms  and  implements  serving  for  the  purposes  of  war» 
by  land  or  sea,  such  as  cannon,  muskets,  mortard,  jScc. ; 
also,  timber  for  shipbuilding,  hemp,  cordage,  and  general- 
ly whatever  may  serve  directly  to  the  equipment  of  ves- 
sels, un wrought  iron  and  fir  planks  only  excepted.  So 
that  in  our  treaties  with  the  two  greatest  maritime  Powers 
of  the  tvorld,  in  the  largest  and  in  the  smallest  list  of  Con- 
traband articles  known  among  nations^  iron  is  expressly 
excluded  firom  that  class.  Why,  then,  should  the  eom- 
mittee  have  made  a  special  provision  for  the  protection  of 
this  article,  leaving  the  duties  upon  it  three  or  four  times 
as  great  as  those  on-  cottons  and  woollens,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  an  article  indispensable  in  war?  Such  a  dis- 
tinction had  no  foundation  whatever  in  the  priiiciples  on 
which  it  professed  to  be  founded.  Mr.  A.,  however,  had 
no  desire  to  reduce  the  protection  on  this  article.  ^  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  not  consider 
the  remark  as  pei'sonal  In  its  aim,  when  he  said  that  it 
might  have  been  possible  that  the  bill  was  reported  in  this 
shape  with  tiie  view  of  obtaining  the  vote  and  influence 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvcnia,  [Mr.  Gilxork,]  who, 
being  himself  on  the  committee)  was  in  a  position  which 
rendered  liis  vote  indispensable  to  the  hill  being  report- 
ed, and  who  had  made  a  speech  In  support  of  it.  ^  But 
Mr.  A.  must  beg  that  gentleman  to  understand  that  if  he 
sufibred  this  bill  to  pass,  the  fUvorite  article  of  Pennsyl- 
vania would  be  no  otherwise  spared  than  as  the  Cyclops 
had  promised  to  Ulysses — that  he  should  be  the  last  to  be 
devoured. 

One  word  more  on  the  subject  of  the  ordinance  of  South 
Carolina.     He  had  said,  and  be  .said  still,  that  this  issue 
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had  been  made  bj  toe  ooavention  of  a  part  of  the  people 
of  that  State.  They  bad  declared  to  the  people  of  the 
Uotoa  that  they  never  would  submit  to  the  execution  of  a 
protective  tarxn.  Tbev  had  said  this  with  solemn  asse- 
verations in  the  (ace  of  Heaven  i  Mr.  A.  gave  full  credit 
to  theii'  sincerity^  and  believed  it  to  be  an  issue  which  the 
ijlLtioif  would  have  to  meet.  And  if  Coneress  should  get 
rid  of  it  now,  it  would  come  again  hereafter.  The  ques- 
tion must  be  settled.  One  or  other  of  the  two  parties 
must  give  way.  The  manufacturers  and  agriculturists 
must  abandon  the  protective  policy,  or  South  Carolina 
must  reconsider  her  determination  never  to  submit  to  it. 
Mr.  A.  asked  whether  it  was  probable,  should  this  bill 
pass,  that  South  Carolina  would  be  satisfied.  Just  so  fiir 
as  the  pledge  of  protection  was  abandoned  by  it,  just  so 
far  they  w^d  accept  of  it.  But,  what  credit  for  con- 
cession wHl  this  Congress  obtain  with  the  nullifiers  of 
the  convention,  even  lor  the  bill  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Meansy  should  they  give  it  their  sanc- 
tion ?  Tbis  Dt^ht  readily  be  inferred  from  a  speech  which 
he  had  seen  in  the  public  papers,  delivered  very  recently 
by  a  gentleman  who,  he  believed,  had  himself  been  a 
member  of  the  convention.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  to  the  committee  a  paragraph  of  that  speech.  It 
.says: 

'"  Thus  a  general  convention  is  the  only  measure  to 
which  the  Gov<ernment  (meaning  the  National  Govern- 
ment) can  resort.  If  flouth  Carolina  will  but  retain  her 
position*  this  is  the  inevitable  issue;  already^  indeed,  the 
effect  of  our  measure*— [please  to  observe,  ^.  Chair- 
mai^]>^the  eifect  of  our  measures  has  been  strongly  felt. 
The  protective  system  reels  under  our  blows.  I^ast  sum- 
mer, the  fts^  of  that  resistance,  which  we  had  announc- 
ed-*-[rersai^,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  appeal  to  the  conscious 
recollections  of  the  Hou8e}---the  fear  of  that  resistance, 
which  we  had  announced,  drove  them  into  a  reduction;  a 
cheat,  it  is  troc,  thai  benefits  theio>  not  us.  Still,  it  was 
an  attempt  to  appease  us— [Indeed! -what  next?  a  compli- 
menty  Hr.  Chairman,  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  this  their  soothing  conciliatory  bill;]  and  now, 
before  one  thtle  of  the  reduction  has  gone  into  effect, 
comes  upon  the  back  of  our  late  proceedings  another 
offer  of  six  millions  moie.  lliese  are  certainly  not  bad 
instalments, "  [tery  ^erttinly,  not  bad  instalments.  ]  ' '  Let 
us  go  on  tbfen,.and  we  aihall  get  the  whole  debt."* 

Mr.  A.  said  he  was  assured  beyond  a  doubt  that  all 
this  was  9sia  in  perfect  sincerity  and  purity  of  heart;  and 
that  it  indicated  the  spirit  prevalent  in  the  convention  that 
issued  the  nuTKiying  ordinancei  the  spirit  ruling  and  do- 
mineering throughout  the  whole  nullifying  party.  Was 
if  on  tliat  account  a  reason  with  him  for  passing  the  biU? 
Certainly  not:  bat  directly  the  reverse. 

'i'here  were  some  other  topics  touched  upon  by  the 
Ipentlenvin  Iroin  Yirginia,  upon  which  it  had  been  Mr.  A.^s 
mtenGon  to  bestow  some  animadversions;  but  they  were 
not  very  material,  and  tli6  patience  of  the  committee  was 
very  qfiturally  wearing  away.  He  would,  therefore,  re- 
frain from  any  further  remarks,  and  leave  the  bill  at  the 
disposal  of  Xnt  committee. 

Mr.  PATTOi^  said  he  did  not  think  that  any  thing  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  which  de- 
manded a  particular  reply  from  himj  and  certainly  not  in 
any  spirit  of  recrimination.  The  gentleman  has  abstained 
from  making  any  remark^  personally  offensive  totnc;  and 
if  he  had  not  done  so,  tsaould  probably  have  been  diS' 
posed  to'  adopt  the  course  he  has  now  pursued,  and  **  beg- 
ged him  to  excuse  my  salute.**    The  remarks  made  byicitud^  for  its  preservation,  pure  and  undefiled. 


were,  I  thought,  justified  and  called  for  by  the  character 
and  spirit  of  his  speech,  to  which  they  were  intended  to 
be  a  reply;  but  they  wet-e  certainly  not  prompted  by  any 
sentiment  of  personal  hostility  to  him. 

There  is  one  remark,  however*  that  he  has  made, 
which  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  notice.  He  seems  to 
suppose  that  I  undertake  to  represent  the  opinbns  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  upon  all  the  Interesting  topics  which  re- 
cent events  have  brought  into  discussion.  I  indul^  in  no 
such  presumption.  I  do  not  know  that  m^  opinions  on 
these  questions  arethose  which  are  entertamed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Virginia.  I  do  not  even  know  that 
my  opinions  accord  with  those  of  my  immediate  constitu- 
ents. In  the  absence  of  any  distinct  and  precise  know- 
ledge of  their  opinions  and  wishes,  I  endeavor  here  to 
make  up  opinions  for  myself,  and  act  on  them  deliberately, 
candidly,  and  independehUy. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  belong  to  any  '*  school  of  poli- 
tics" in  Virginia  or  elsewhere.  I  do  not  follow  the  feta- 
tion of  any  Tesder.  My  motto  is—*'  nuUiua  adtUdus  jw- 
rare  in  verba  magistri/*  and  I  know  that,  in  relation  to 
some  of  the  delicate  and  important  questions  which  the 
present  times  have  brought  mto  debate,  my  opinions  dif- 
fer in  some  respects,  not  entirely  unessential,  from  many 
of  those  with  whom  I  in  general  agree  in  opinion,  and 
with  whom  I  am  proud  in  general  to  act,  and  who  are 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  "  school  of,  politics"  to  which 
the  gentleman  has  done  me  the  honor  to  say  he  regrets  to 
see  that  I  belong. 

There  hi  one  other  remark  made  by  the  honorable  gen- 
Ueman,  as  to  which  I  wish  to  say  a  word.  He  has  thought 
proper  to  mention  the  name  of  Washington,  as  one  of  a 
«  school  of  politics"  in  Virginia.  No  man  can  be  prouder 
than  I  am  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  that  State  which  cave 
birth  to  "  the  Father  of  his  country;"  the  first,  the  Ust, 
the  only  Wadiington.  He,  sir,  belon^d  to  no  party.  He^ 
was  above  them  all.  Let  us  cherish  his  memoryy  ss  fu/' 
nishing  at  least  one  example  of  a  pure,  single-minded  pa- 
triot. Let  no  man  draw  water  firom  the  muddy  pool  of 
party  pohtics  to  sprinkle  on  the  snowy  manUe  of  his  fame, 
which  is  yet  without  spot  or  blemish. 

And  John  Marshall,  too.  Does  the  gentleman  suppose 
that  there  is  any  man  more  ready  than  I  am  to  award  the 
bomsge^of  sincere  respect  for  the  illustrious' Chief  Jus- 
tice ?  The  purity  and  consistency  of  his  life  and  character 
have  extorted  from  almost  all  men  of  all  parties  a  senti- 
ment of  admiration.  His  heafl  is  the  pride  of  his  country; 
his  heart  an  ornament  of  human  nature.  He  is  ejevated 
by  his  high  station,  not  more  than  by  bis  own  lolly  virtue, 
above  the  contaminating  atmosphere  of  faction  by  which 
he  is  surrounded — 

"  Like  some  tall  cliiTUiat  lifts  its  kwAiI  form, 
Swells  IVom  llic  vale  and  midway  leaves  the  siorm; 
Though  rolling  elottds  around  iU  base  are  spread, 
Eternal  sunshine  settles  on  its  head,** 

Bat  let  me  tell  the  gentleman  that  I  remember  too, 
with  pride  and  exultation,  that  my  native  State  is  tibe  birth- 
place of  Jefferson,  the  aposUe  of  liberty  and  the  friend 
of  manj  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independences 
whose  pinnciples  will  be  admired  wherever  liberty  has  an 
asylum,  or  freedom  a  votary;  and  of  Madison,  the  author 
of  Uie  Vh'ginia  resolutions  and  report  of  1799;  than  whom 
a  purer  patriot  or  a  better  man  has  never  lived;  and  long 
may  he  live,  t)ut  yet  not  outlive  that  constitution  of  which 
he  is  the  last  surviving  signer;  that  constitution  over  which 
he  still  watches  with  more  than  parental  anxiety  and  soli- 


me  thQ  other  day,  which  Irnvc  given  him  personal  offence, 

•  One  ofthe  members  rroia  South  Carolina  inquired  if  this  extraet  wos 
flom  a  «]>eeeh  of  Mr.  Preston^  and  upon  being  informed  that  H  was, 
•aid  that  Mr.  Preston  had  not  beeaa  member  of  Uieuiillifyinr  ooBren- 
tion.    He  Is,  l^oweTer.  ona  of  the  most  distiogaishcd  Vlen  of  Ui 


As  to  the  argunkent  between  the  gentleman  and  myself^ 
it  is  before  the  comrtittep  to  judge  between  us.  1  will 
only  remark  as  to  the  authorities  now  produced  by  th» 
gentleman,  that,  as  to  most  of  them,  particularly  those 
taken  from  the  debates  in  the  Virginis  convention,  pro- 


iion.    Heis,  qowever.  onaof  tbemost  custiiogaislicdvtenof  ihcpariy,  ihkcii  iruiii  lue  ucuatcs  m   uic    Yu^iiiia  cuqvenuon,    pro* 
and  a  member  of  the  te(lstaturc  whidi  toacels«  the  mittilVing  laws,     fperly  understood,  they  support  my  .vicw  of  ^  fiUbJeOt; 
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*•  luidy  as  to  the  rest,  they  depend  upon  the  weight  which 
18  to  be  nven  to  such  general  phrases  as  **  the  American 
people,"  "the  whole  people,"  «*the  people^  of  the 
Union,"  &c.  which  may  oe  round  in  abundance  in  every 
political  treatise,  essay,  and  fourth  of  July  oration,  when 
the  attention  of  the  author  is  not  pointed  to  the  particular 
question  on  which  we  are  at  issue.  That  question  is, 
whether  this  constitution  is  a  compact  between  voveretrn 
States,  or  the  constitution  of  .'a  single  Government,  made 
by  the  people  of  all  the  States  as  one  political  community* 

I  certainly  never  intended  to  deny  tnat  this  Government 
acted,  and  had  a  right  to  act,  upon  the  individual  citizens 
of  the  States.  On  the  conti^ary,  I  stated  substantially,  if 
not  in  terms,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers^  the  Govern* 
ment  was  partly  national  and  partly  federal,. but  that  in  its 
origin  it  was  wholly  federaU  which  is  precisely  the  cha- 
racter given  to  it  hy  Mr.  Hadison,who,  among  those  having 
any  title  to  be  considered  pofitical  teachers,  is  the  one  with 
whose  opinions  I  believe  my  owrn  accord  more  nearly  than 
with  those  of  apy  other  **  master,"  though  I  do  not  <' swear 
to  all  his  words." 

Mr.  DRAYTON  also  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Abaxs;  after  which. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
with  all  the  amendments. 

The  House  then  adjourned* 

FHIDAT,   FaBSVAHT  6. 

REVENUE  COLLECTION  BILL. 

Mr.  BBLti,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  re- 
ported *^a  bill  more  effectually  providing  for  the  exepu- 
tion  of  the  revenue  laws  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the  committee. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  deemed  it  proper,  in  makinfi^thi^report, 
to  state  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  mai\y  <^ 
the  sentiments  expressed  in  ttie  report,  had  received  the 
assent  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  merely  $  the  minority 
bad  ajfreed  that  tlie  bill  should  be  reported  to  the  House, 
but  did  not  think  that  its  provisions  went  fiir  enough  to 
meet  the  exigencv:  they  concurred  in  some  of  the  senti- 
ments expressed  m  the  report  accompanying  the  bill,  but 
there  were  others  to  whicn  they  coold  not  give  their  as- 
sent. The  minority  had  it  under  consideration  whether 
they  should  present  to  the  House  a  counter  report  or  not; 
in  that  matter  they  would  of  course  act  their  piepsure. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said  that  the  chairman  had  cor- 
rectly stated  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  minorhy  of  the 
committee.  Mr.  E«  was  one  of  the  minority,  and  did  not 
think  that  the  brU  was  such  as  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  times. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  agreed  to  the  statement  of  the  chair- 
man, but  was  himself  one  of  the  minority  who  agreed  to 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
Mr.  FOSTER  stated  that  very  great  difficulty  had  been 
experienced  in  the  committed  in  arriving  at  any  bill  at-«ll 
which  should  meet  the  views  of  every  member  of  it:  that 
now  reported  came  nearer  to  doing  so  than  any  they  had 
Had  under  consideration;  and  the  majority  had  given  their 
oonsent  to  its  beinjp  reported,  in  order  that  Ihe  House 
might  havfe  some  bill  before  it. 

Mr.  COULTER  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report 
accompanying  the  bill. 
Mr.  ARNOLD  objected. 

Mr.  GORDON*  said  tliat,  while  he  had  given  his  assent' 
that  the  bill  should  be  reported,  lie  had  reserved  to  him- 
self, elsewhere  and  here,  the  liberty  of  going  against  any 
and  all  of  its  provisions.  He  considered  legislation,  in 
such  a  case,  as  a  delicate  and  difficult  task,  and  he  could 
not  give  his  assent  to  the  measure  proposed  until  he  had 


wisest  mode  of  renstance  to  the  spirit  now  prevailin|^  im 
South  Carolina  was  to  meet  it  by  a  spirit  orconcifiations 
to  meet  the  crins  arising  from  the  oppressions  of  the  Go- 
vernment by  showing  a  disposition  to  refieve  them . 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  bill  and  report  were  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MATTHBW  LYON. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
descendants  of  Matthew  Lyon;  and  a  debate*  of  much  the 
same  character  as  that  heretofore  reported,  took  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALEXANDER  that  clause,  of  the 
bill  which  contains  an  allowance  of  interest  (on  (he  sum 
paid  by  Mr.  Lyon  as  a  fine  under  the  sedition  law)  was 
stricken  out:  Teas  86. 

Mr.  SLADE,  of  Vermont,  said  he  well  remembered 
that  the  friends  of  Colonel  Lyon  assemble^  in  great  num- 
bers, at  the  prison,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  with  am- 
ple means  to  pay  his  fine,  and  with  a  determination  to 
do  it,  if  necessary;  and  that  he  had  recently  received  a 
communication  from  a  gentleman  in  his  district,  saying  that 
it  was  the  impression  of  the  survtvlo^  democrats  of  1798, 
in  that  Quarter,  that  the  fine  was  paid  by  Lyon's  friends. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messra.  SLADE, 
WIGKLIFFE  and  DANIEL;  when 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  fiu:t3  respecting  (be  payment 
of  the  money. 

The  motion  fiiiled:  Teas  39. 

Mr.  RARRINGER  then  went  into  a  Quotation  of  the 
proceedings  had  in  the  Senate  relative  to  this  claim,  where 
memorials  had  been  frequently  presented,  and  even  a  bill 
reported,  but  the  memorials  had  had  no  efH^ct*  and  the 
bili  had  been  laid  on  the  table  without  a  count. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  THOMSON,  of 
Ohio,  and  Mr.  DRAPER,  of  Virginia,  spokp  in  reply; 
when  '       ,. 

The  hour  allotted  to  rooming  busin^^ss  expired,  and 
the  House  passed  to  the  consideration  of  the 

TARITP  BILI^. 

With  the  amendments  thereto  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  yesterday. 

Mr-  H.  EVERETT  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  tlie  bill  until  Monday  ne3Ct,  and  urged  as 
a  reason,  that  the  comparative  statements^  showing  the 
effects  of  the  different  tariff  billat  had  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  Department  in  pursuance  of  the 
call  upon  it. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  wished  the  House  to  be  fuller  before 
tlie  vote  on  postponement  was  taken. 

Mr.  CLAT,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  House  was  called  accordingly,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  then  taken  on  Mr.  Evsbktt's  motion  of 
postponement,  and  negativedc  Teas  51,  nays  145. 

Tne  hill  was  then  taken  up;  and  the  question  being  on 
the  first  am^dment  reported  from  the  committee,  viz.  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  worsted"  before  <*  twist  and  yarn" 
in  the  firat  section  of  the  bill,  which  imposes  a  duty  on 
raw  wool  and  woollen  yarn  of  forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
and  four  cents  a  pound,  (to  be  afterwards  diminished,) 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  Mr. 
ROOT,  and  Mr.  H.  EVERETT,  and  advocated  by  Mr. 
PENDLETON  and  Mr.  DEARDOtlN,  on  the.  ground 
that  this  worsted  jram  was  useful  in  the  maldn^  of  stock- 
ings and  bombasine  and  could  be  made  only  firom  a  spe- 
cies of  wool  not  in  this  country. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  as  opening  a  door  to  the 
importation  of  English  wool  almost  duty  free,  and  as  en- 
couraging foreign  m  preference  to  American  industry. 


time  for  more  mature  reflection,  and  had  all  the  best      The  amendment  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

light  that  he  could  obtain  to  guide  him.    He  held  the!     Mr.'ROOT  now  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  stop 
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the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  wool  at  the  point  of  thirty 
pec  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  two  cents  per  pound  specific, 
(after  March,  in  the  year  1835.) 

Hr.BEARDSLEY  opposed  the  amendment,  as  destroy- 
ing the  just  proportion  between  the  duty  on  wool  and 
woollens. 

Mr.  ROOT  replied,  and  supported  his  amendment.  If 
the  ratio  between  wool  and  woollens  should  be  distupbed 
by  this  change,  there  would  be  an  opportunity  to  restore 
it  when  the  House  came  to  the  next  section  oo  woollens. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  contended  that  there  was  no  necesnty  of  ad- 
mitting foreign  wool  in  any  case. 

Mr.  WILDE  said  that  the  compound  duty,  as  it  now 


fore  seemed  to.  him  to  be  presented  at  this  time  in  a  new 
aspect;  one  which  left  the  House  uncommitted  by  the  act 
of  July;  and  it  became  necessary  to  inqube  whether 
thdse  who  were  favorable  to  the  encouragement  of  Ame- 
rican labor,  could  now  reasonably  expect  to  make  the 
present  rates  of  duty  on  protected  articles  permanent,  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  whether  they  would  not,  one  and  all, 
admit  the  propriety  of  a  grsidual  reduction  upon  these  as 
well  as  every  other  description  of  imports. 

He  was  decidedly  adverse  to  making  the  rates  of  duty 
equal  upon  all  imports:  he  had  no  constitutional  difiicul- 
tiesjn  this  respect,  and  would  discriminate  in  favor  of 
American  labor  and  capital;  but,  in  doing  so,  he  would 
endeavor,  while  the  system  operated  beneficially  in  one 


stood  amended,  would  range  through  the  different  years  region  of  the  country,  that  it  should  not  be  made  to  press 


as  follows:  fifty-four,  forty -five  and  a  half,  thirty-seven, 
and  twenty-eight  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  present  amend** 
ment  omitted  the  last  step  in  this  series.  Great  Britain 
imported  foreign  wool,  and  ought  not  we? 

Mr.  BATES  said  no:  as  our  wool  was  much  finer  than 
the  English. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  advocated  the  amendment,  and  refer- 
red to  the  duty  fixed  last  year  at  between  sixty  and  se- 
venty per  cent. 

Mr.  DAT  AN  was  also  in  favor  of  it;  though  he  insisted 
that  any  protection  short  of  the  bill  of  last  year  would  be 
totally  useless  to  the  wool-g^wing  interest. 

Mr,  BATES,  of  Maine,  said  he  was  himself  a  wool 
grower,  and  should  blush  to  ask  more  duty  than  was  pro- 
posed by  the  present  amendment.  Though  he  had  pro- 
duced so  large  an  amount  of  domestic  wool,  two-thiras  of 
it  was  consumed  in  household  manufacture,  and  would  not 
be  affected  by  the  duty  one  way  or  tlie  other. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CRAIG  went  into  some  general  reflections  on  the 
effect  of  great  changes  of  policy,  however  salutary,  as 
being  always  attended  with  present  partial  injury,  and 
thought  this  answer  applied  generally  to  all  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  lowering  the  tariff.  If  one  interest 
was  benefited  by  it,  another  must  be  depressed;  nor  was 
this  depression  confined  to  foreigners,  but  shared  by  part 
of  our  own  people.  He  argued  to  sKow  that  it  was  im- 
possible, under  any  circumstances,  for  any  manufacture, 
which  had  been  firmly  established,  to  go  dowii»  even  if 
all  protection  should  be  removed,  because  the  capacHy  of 
the  coXintry  to  import  would  soon  find  its  level,  and  then 
importation  would  cease. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  observed  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McKenh  aii]  had  remarked 
that  the  present  Congress,  by  the  law  of  last  July,  had 
expressed  an  opinion  that  four  cents  upon  each  pound,  and 
forty  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  imported  wool,  were  but 
a  proper  rate  of  duty  for  that  article,  and  he  had  asked, 
wliat  evidence  is  now  furnished  to  justify  a  change  in 
that  opinion?  It  should  be  kept  in  mind,  said  Mr.  B., 
that  the  judgment  of  the  House,  as  proved  by  the  act 
referred  to,  was  simply  upon  the  proper  rate  of  duty  for 
the  present  year;  it  did  not  profess  to  fix  the  duty  perma- 
nently at  the  rate  indicated  in  that  act.  That  act  made 
no  provision  for  a  prospective  and  gradual  reduction,  as  is 
contemplated  by  the  amendment  which  he  had  submitted. 
The  rate  of  duty  was  also  fixed  by  the  act  of  July,  upon 
the  supposition  that  that  act  would  yield  the  amount  of 
duties  necessary  for  the  actual  wants  of  tlie  Government, 
and  no  more.  Yet  the  House  had  been  advised  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  thV,  so  far  from  reducing  the 
duties  down  to  what  would  be  required  for  the  legitimate 
and  fair  purposes  of  the  Government,  that  act  would  in 
fact  bring  into  the  treasury  an  excess  of  six  millions  of 
dollars.  He  was  not  aware  that  this  opinion  of  the  Se- 
cretary had  been  seriously  questioned  in  this  House,  or  that 
its  accuracy  could  well  be  doubted*     The  subject  there- 


unjustly  upon  another.  The  public  debt  was  regarded 
as  paid  off;  our  trade  an^  commerce  were  increasing;  tlie 
aggregate  amount  of  imports  was  g^atly  augmented,  and 
would  rise  higher  and  higher,  every  year,  while  the  ag- 
gregate of  duties  was  at  this  time  to  be  greatly  diminished. 
The  amendment  he  had  proposed  did  not  contemplate 
any  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  the  article  of  wool  during 
the  present  year.  Reduction  would  not  commence  until 
March,  1834,  and  coidd  not  therefore  essentially  affect 
any  business  arrangements  which  had  taken  place  since 
the  act  of  July,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  we  could 
expect  for  a  longer  time  to  keep  up  the  rates  of  protec- 
tion secured  by  that  act.  He  had  not  only  proposed  a 
gradual  reduction  upon  wool,  after  the  present  year,  but 
had  offered  simikr  amendments  to  the  duty  upon  the 
manufactures  of  wool  and  cotton.  These  amendments, 
would  in  due  time  come  up  for  the  decision  of  the  House.  ^ 

An  honorable  gentleman    from    Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Bates]  had  said  that  there  was  no  reason  whjitever  for 
any  reduction  upon  the  raw  article,  as  it  might  be  produc- 
ed to  any  extent  in  our  own  country.    This  remark,  said 
Mr.  B.,  applies  with  about  equal  force  to  every  article 
which  we  produce  and  manufacture:  to  iron  and  cotton, 
as  well  as  to  wool.     We  have  inexhaustible  supplies  of 
iron  ore,  and  cotton  may  be  produced  in  almost  any  quan- 
tity in  this  country.    If  the  capacity  to  furnish  a  full 
domestic  supply  is  alone  a  sufficient  reason  for  continuing 
the  present  rates  of  duty,  that  reason  will  probably  never 
cease  to  exist.     That  reason  would  carry  us  at  once  to 
prohibition.     On  this  ground  we  might  regard  the  pre- 
sent rates  as  permanent,  and  that  without  the  least  refer- 
ence to  the  amount  of  duty  which  it  may  be  necessary  to 
impose  fur  the  purposes  of  Government.     Mr.  B.  said  he 
did  not  look  upon  the  system  as  thus  established.     He 
was  as  desirous  as  any  member  of  the  House  to  preser\'e 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  the  country,  and  to 
encourage  its  agricultural  interests.     He  had  not  given  a 
vote  in  hostiUty  to  those  interests,  nor  would  he.     He, 
however,  regarded  a  competition  with  foreigners,  under 
proper  limitations,  and  with  suitable  advantages  on  the 
part  of  our  own  citizens,  as  perfectly  compatible  with  a 
hearty  devotion  to  dome&tic  interests,   and  indeed  as 
indispensable  to  the  equal  operation  of  the  tariff  sys- 
tem. 

He  did  not  design  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  but,  with  permission,  would  proceed  to  make  a  few 
suggestions  upon  the  remark  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

The  more  ardent  supporters  of  a  tariff  for  protection, 
said  Mr.  B.,  one  and  all,  argue  after  this  manner:  Ci\e 
adequate  protection  to  American  industry,  and  you  invite 
capital  to  every  occupation  and  pursuit  thus  encouraged. 
Capital  employed  to  stimulate  and  reward  labor,  increases 
competition,  until  this  competition  amongst  capitalists  and 
laborers  brings  the  price  of  the  manufactured  article 
down  to  the  lowest  point  at  which  it  can  be  afforded  by 
the  best  efforts  of  industry  and  skill. 
This  argument,  said  Mr.  B.,  appears  to  me  just  in  its 
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full  extent,  in  its  application  amongst  ourselves.  We 
certainly  can  thus  prcKluce  any  manufactured  article  as 
low  as  it  can  be  afforded  by  the  most  discreet  employment 
of  American  capital  and  the  hig^hest  efforts  of  American 
enterprise  and  mgenuity.  But  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  we  can  thus  reduce  prices  to  those  of  the  manufac- 
turers of  Europe.  Indeed,  while  capital  in  Europe  is 
plenty  and  cheap,  and  while  labor  is  there  very  low  in 
comparison  with  the  wages  paid  here,  it  is  certain  that 
for  most  manufactures  we  must  pay  higher  for  the  do- 
mestic article  than  we  should  have  to  pay  for  liiat  import- 
ed from  abroad,  and  subject  to  an  ordinary  revenue  duty 
only.  This  remark  is  more  or  less  just  in  i^  application, 
according  to  the  amount  of  capital  and  manual  labor 
which  enters  into  the  value  of  the  manufactured  article. 
Some  articles,  as  ordinary  cotton  goods,  it  must  be  admit- 
ted, may  be  produced  here,  about  as  low  as  in  any  part  of 
the  world.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  principal  value 
of  the  article  is  the  raw  material:  its  manufacture  is  al- 
most exchisivel)r  by  machinery:  manual  labor  enters  very 
little  into  the  price  at  which  it  can  be  afforded.  Hence, 
this  article,  sir,  might  now  probably  defy  all  fair,  foreign 
competition.  It  is  exported  from  this  country,  and  sold, 
as  I  understand,  at  a  good  profit  in  foreign  markets.  It 
is  far  otherwise,  however,  sir,  with  those  manufactures  in 
which  manual  labor  is  a  principal  part  of  the  expense  of 
the  article.  Competition,  therefore,  will  not  necessarily 
bring  prices  here  to  a  level  with  those  in  Europe.  We 
must  pay  more  than  is  4>aid  there,  while  wages  and 
capital  pontinue  to  be  so  much  better  rewarded  in  the 
United  States  than  in  Europe. 

MCr.  B.  said  be  presumed  no  gentleman  on  this  floor 
would  ever  desire  to  see  American  labor  reduced  in  its 
reward  to  the  low  pittance  which  it  receives  in  most  fo- 
reign countries.  He  did  not  suppose  that  any  such  feeling 
existed  in  this  House,  or  elsewhere.  He  was  confident 
that  he  spoke  the  feeling  of  his  constituents  when  he 
declared  that  they  were,  one  and  all,  not  only  willing,  but 
desirous,  that  honest  industry,  in  any  and  every  depart- 
ment and  occupation  of  life,  should  receive  its  just  re- 
ward— a  reward,  which  shall  enable  every  one,  who  is 
blessed  witli  healtii  and  strenp^h  and  ordinary  sagacity 
and  forecast,  to  enjoy  that  fair  proportion  of  tlie  good 
things  of  this  life,  which  is  proper  for  a  mortal  body  and 
an  immortal  spirit.  Thou  shalt  not  wrong  or  oppress  the 
poor.  Honest  labor  should  secure  an  honest  and  a  plen- 
teous reward. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  doubt  that  such  were  the  feel- 
ing's of  his  countrymen  in  every  section  of  the  Union,  yet 
he  must  admit  that  they  might,  with  some  reason,  object 
to  that  State  policy  which  imposed  the  necessity  of  en- 
gTi£^in£^  in  employments  which  could  only  be  successfully 
coiiducted  by  the  exaction  of  high  and  disproportionate 
prices.  For  ourselves,  we  have  a  right  to  be  generous: 
but  for  our  constituents  and  our  country,  our  first  duty  is 
to  be  just. 

It  must  be  admitted,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  manufac- 
turing' regions,  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  are  in  the 
main  highly  prosperous  under  tlie  operation  of  this  fl)-8- 
te  m-  I-abor  of  every  description  commands  a  high  price, 
and  the  productions  of  agriculture,  in  general,  find  ready 
and  advantageous  markets.  In  these  respects,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  manufacturing  regions  enjoy  great  advanta- 
ges -vi^hen  compared  with  other  sections,  of  our  country. 
U^encc  the  ability  of  these  regions  to  pay  the  enhanced 
prices  of  domestic  manufactures.  Domesticlabor  of  every 
description  secures  a  higher  compensation:  and  almost 
every  production  of  the  soil  is  at  tiie  same  time  advanced 
in  vaTue.  The  grower  of  wool  sells  the  clipping^  of  his 
flocfc  at  a  better  price:  a  price  depending  exclusively 
Mpon  ttie  home  market.  Wool  is  not  exported:  its  value 
ill  tl»e  United  States,  therefore,  depends  very  little  upon 
the  price  of  the  article  in  other  countries.     In  most,  if 


not  indeed  in  all  foreign  countries,  it  sells  at  a  price  consL' 
derably  below  what  it  commands  here. 

Such,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  effect  of  this  system  in 
the  Northern  and  Middle  regions  of  the  Union.  It  stimu- 
lates, more  or  less,  every  species  of  labor;  gives  life  and 
activity  to  every  description  of  business,  and,  in  insuring  a 
higher  reward  to  the  products  of  agHculture,  equalizes 
the  operation  of  the  system  amongst  all  classef  of  persons. 
If  it  is  not  80;  if  indeed  it  adds  only  to  the  price  of  manu- 
facturing labor  and  to  Uie  value  of  manufacturing  capital; 
if  these  constitute  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  system  in 
(he  manufacturing  regions,  then  it  is  thereby  palpably  un- 
e<iual  and  unjust  m  its  operation  upon  different  classes  of 
citizens.  But  he  made  no  such* charge  against  the  sys- 
tem. If  it  enhanced  the  prices  of  the  protected  articles, 
it  had  a  like  effect  upon  the  agricultural  products  and 
upon  every  description  of  labor.  He  believed  that  prices 
were  so  adjusted  m  these  re|;ions,  that  the  system  ope- 
rated with  reasonable  equality  and  justice  upon  every 
description  of  persons. 

Is  such  its  effect  at  the  South?  This  appears  to  me 
to  be  tile  important  question.  The  staples  of  the  South 
are  cotton,  rice,  tobacco.  These,  amounting  to  about 
two-tliirds  of  the  full  value  of  the  exports  or  American 
products,  are  sent  fortii  into  the  general  market  of  the 
world  to  find  purchasers.  I'he  domestic  market  for  these 
products  is  not  superior  to  the  foreign.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
was  not  aware  that  they  sell  more  advantageously  at  home 
than  they  do  abroad.  He  did  not  perceive  in  what  man- 
ner the  manufacture  in  the.United  States  of  cotton,  iron, 
or  wool,  had  any  considerable  effect  in  augmenting  the 
price  of  those  productions  of  the  South.  It  was  true 
that  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  and  the  manufacture  of 
sug^r,  did  give  some  encouragement  to  a  particular  spe- 
cies of  Southern  labor,  and  probably  had  some  litUe  effect 
upon  the  value  of  cotton.  The  sugar  plantations  were 
well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  that  product.  The 
employment  of  a  part  of  the  Southern  labor  and  capital 
in  the  production  of  sugar,  instead  of  devoting  it  exclu- 
sively to  that  of  cotton»  no  doubt  had  an  influ.ence  more 
or  less  beneficial  in  favor  of  the  cotton  planter.  Yet, 
looking  at  the  effect  of  the  protective  policv  upon  the 
various  interests  and  sections  of  the  Union,  ne  was  con- 
strained to  say  that  he  believed  its  advantage  were  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States. 

To  illustrate  this  idea,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  us  suppose  the 
duty  on  protected  articles  to  be  fiAy  per  cent.;  that  we 
import  twenty  millions  in  value  of  such  goods  annually, 
and  manufacture  a  like  amount  of  similar  articles  at  home. 
The  duty  of  fifly  per  cent,  on  the  amount  imported, 
would  carry  ten  millions  of  dollars  into  the  treasury. 
Upon  the  old  idea,  and  which  he  supposed  to  be  correct, 
the  ten  millions  of  duty  would  be  added  to  the  twenty 
millions  in  value  of  these  imports,  and  they  would  in  fact 
sell  to  the  consumers  at  thirty  millions,  exclusive  of  pro- 
fits. But  the  domestic  articles  wouljd  also  sell  at  the  same 
advanced  price:  so  that  the  twenty  millions  manufactured 
at  home  would  in  fact  also  sell  for  thirty  millions.  Thus, 
sir,  these  articles,  the  foreign  and  dom'estic,  would  be  en- 
hanced in  price  and  value  by  the  operation  of  this  system, 
twent}'  millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  twenty  millions,  one- 
half  only  would  pass  into  the  treasury;  the  remaining  ten 
millions  would  be  the  amount  of  protection  given*  to  the 
industry  and  products  of  our  own  country.  To  be  sure, 
said  Mr.  B.,  all  this  is  erroneous,  if  the  modern  idea  that 
the  Southern  producer  of  exports  pavs  all  the  duties  on 
imports  into  the  United  States:  but  if  these  duties  are 
paid  by  the  consumers,  then  he  must  insist  that  the  view 
he  had  presented  was  substantially  just. 

The  population  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States  do, 
unquestionably,  consume  their  full  proportion  of  all  the 
pniductions  of  skill,  of  science,  and  the  arts.  So  far,  sir, 
they  will  pay  their  full  share  of  the  twenty  millions  which 
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he  had  supposed  to  be  the  enhiTnced  value  of  protected 
Articles,  under  the  operation  of  this  system;  and  they  are 
abundantly  able  to  ao  so.  The  same  policy  which  gives 
a  higher  compensation  to  the  manufacturer,  affords  a  like 
advantage  to  the  farmer  and  mechanic,  and  indeed  to 
every  ocoupation  and  profession  in  the  manufacturing 
States.  But  he  could  not  discover  what  advantage,  equi- 
valent to  the  enhanced  price  of  protected  articles,  is  given 
to  the  Southern  purchaser  and  consumer  of  this  species 
of  property.  There  are  no  manufactures  at  the  South; 
at  least  none  of  any  consequence.  The  mass  of  Southern 
faibor  is  exerted  in  the  proiductibn  of  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
bacco. If  these  are  not  enhanced  in  value,  then  the  sys- 
tem, while  il  imposes  burdens,  does  not  carry  with  it  cor- 
respondent benefits.  It  must  therefore  be  more  or  less 
unequal;  if  unequal,  that  inequality  is  so  far  unjust,  and 
it  should,  as  he  thourht,  be  th^  anxious  denre,  as  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  the  imperious  duty,  of  every  member  of 
the  House  to  correct  that  inequali^. 

With  this  view,  he  had,  at  the  last  session,  voted  for  the 
admission  of  certain  descriptions  of  coarse  woollen  cloths 
at  the  very  low  rate  of  five  per  cent,  duty  upon  the  value. 
The  House  had  then  been  told  that  these  cloths  were  of 
general  use  for  the  clothing  of  a  certain  description  of 
the  Southern  population.  That  provision,  in  the  bill  of 
tact  July,  had  been  advocated  and  sustained  as  advantage- 
ous to  the  South.  Tlie  North  had  not  called  for  it:  it 
tras  a  discrimination  then  supposed  to  be  favorable,  more 
or  less;  he  (]ld  not  sp^k  of  the  extent  of  the  advantage, 
but  it  was  supposed  to  be  espeoially  favorable  to  the  agri- 
eultural  interests  at  the  South.  He  s^ll  hoped  it  would 
be  found  to;  although  some  indications  had  recently  been 
given  in  this  hdl,  that  its  continuance  was  not  desired  by 
many  of  those  who  had,  at  the  tast  session,  given  their 
support  to  the  measure.  Mr.  B.  said  that,  notwithstand- 
ing these  indicatioiis,  he  believed  that  the  low  rate  of  duty 
upon  coarse  cloths  could  not  fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the 
planting  interest.  It  would  cheapen  coarse  clothing,  an 
item^  of  no  trHling  consequence  to  the  owners  of  larg^ 
estates.  He  could  wish  that  there  were  other  articles  of 
general  and  peculiar  demand  at  the  South,  and  to  which 
the  same  principle  might  be  applied.  The  tendency 
would  be  to  equalize  the  system.  While  the  manu&ctur- 
ing  region,  «s  a  whole,  is  improved  and  invigorated,  these 
discriminations  in  favor  of  other  sections  of  the  Union 
wotdd  be  bat  sheer  justice.  But  he  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  other  imported  article  or  commodity,  which 
would  fall  within  the  reason  of  the  role  tint  had  been  ap- 
plied to  coarse  Voollen  cloths.  We*  must,  then,  seek  in 
tome  other  measure  to  equalize  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem. The  Northern  capitalists,  the  Nortiiiem  frrmers,  and 
the  Northern  laborers,  are  too  just  and  too  generous  to 
ask  or  fecdve  profit  at  the  expense  of  other  regions. 
Equality  is  equity;  they  ask  no  more  from  the  legislation 
of  Congress.  To  industry,  -economy,  and  enterprise, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  Trovidence,  they  are  willing  to 
confide  the  test. 

It  isficarcdy  to  be  credited,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  any  sys- 
tem really  equal  in  its  operathm  should  be  so  universally 
condemifed  as  thia  fs,  south  of  thePotomac*  It  aarely  can- 
not oooduce  to  thdr  prosperity,  as  it  doe?  to  ours.  They 
have  for  years-strongly  and  unitedly  opposed  it  as  une- 
qual. So  intense,  so  enduring,  and  so  unanimous  a  judg- 
ment, and  that  not  of  the  people  of  a  single  State,  but 
of  several  contieuous  States,  cannot  welf  be  wholly  des- 
titate  of  foundafion.  We  are  at  least  bound  to  admit  that, 
ife  (he  main,  it  is  an  opinfon  honestly  formed,  although 
doubtiess  ^atlf  aggravated  by  the  arU  of  ambitious  and 
unprincipled  demagogues.  A  whole  people,  however,  can- 
not, withput  some  actual  injury,  be  goaded  into  so  general 
an  execration  of  any  system.    We  might  respect  even  ho 


the  spirit  of  our  institntions;  and  it  is  only  by  thus  acting, 
in  simplicity  and  truth,  that  we  can  hope  to  see  these 
States  united  by  that  firmest  of  all  ties,  a  general  and 
common  interest  of  the  whole  in  the  preservation  of 
evtry  part. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  intend  by  these  remarks  to 
adopt  or  concur  in  the  idea,  that  this  system  had  reduced 
the  South  to  that  deg^e  of  wretchedness  and  poverty 
which  its  orators  had  ascribed  to  it.  Verv  far  mm  it: 
the  picture  was  too  highly  colored:  it  could  not,  and  did 
not  command  his  assent.  The  unequal  pressure  of  the 
system  upon  the  two  sections  of  our  country  he  believed 
to  enst,  yet  he  also  hoped  and  believed  tHat  the  South 
was  still  substantially  prosperous,  and  that  it  might  ever 
remain  so. 

Mr.  B.  said  that.thi*  inequality  in  the  pressure  of  the 
system  was  with  him  cause  enough  for  desiring  that  it 
should  undergo  some  chang^.  But  he  did  not  think  that 
the  condition  of  the  coont^,  looking  at  its  difi*erent  re- 
gions, and  the  actual  state  of  existine  establbhments, 
would  demand  or  justify  any  sudden  and  violent  change 
in  the  protective  policy.  He  demred,  however,  to  see  a 
change  commenced  within  some  short  period.  Make  it 
gradual->slow-^yet  certain.  He  believed  this  might  be 
done  without  essential  injury  to  any  section  or  interest  in 
the  Union.  It  might,  to  some  moderate  extent,  reduce 
the  profits  of  capital  and  the  waj^es  of  labor.  He,  how- 
ever, believed  that  its  influence  m  the9e  respects,  under 
the  operation  of  the  proposed  reduction,  would  iscarcely 
be  felt.  If  the  price  of  domestic  manufactures  was  thus 
reduced,  the  reduction  would  be  very  small  in  any  one 
year.  And  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  if  this  reduction 
is  &It  as  a  loss  to  us,  it  is  felt  as  a  gain  elsewhere.  That 
thus  we  equalize  the  operation  of  an  aibitrary  system, 
making  its  burdens  and  its  blessings  felt  as  far  as  practica- 
ble in  every  region,  and  by  every  individual  of  this  vast 
and  ctiveraified  country. 

A  woid»  sir,'  as  to  South  Carolina.  We  are  advised  not 
to  pass  any  bill  at  this  time,  lest  it  should  be  supposed 
that  Congress  is  coerced  by  her  menacing  attitude.  Mr. 
B*  said  he  would  not  Concede  any  thing  to  the  posture  or 
the  threats  of  that  State;  on  the  other  hand,  he  would 
not  thus  be  deterred  froni  adopting  a  measure  strictly  pro- 
per of  itself.  South  Carolina  alone  had  assumed  an  atti- 
tude of  force  and  defiance.  But  twenty-three  States  against 
one  were  '* fearful  odds."  This  body,  he  thought,  might 
do  its  duty  without  the  slightest  ground  to  apprehend  that 
improper  motives  would  be  imputed.  The  resistance  to 
the  laws,  threatened  by  South  Carolina,  was  a  distinct 
question,  and  one  which  would  probablv  secure  the  early, 
and,  he  trtisted,  the  decided  action  of  this  House.  He 
would  add,  that  if  there  really  was  any  cause  to  apj^re- 
hend  that  the  permanence  of  the  Union  was  at  thia  tmie 
endangered^  it  arose,  in  his  judgment,  not  from  the  pos- 
ture of  South  Carolina — ^that  alone  could  not  excite  any 
such  apprehension— hot  from  a  deep-rooted  and  e^encral 
opinion  at  the  South,  that  their  interests  are  not  ideiilical 
with  those  of  the  North;  that  the  policy,  which  la  deemed 
by  a  majority  to  be  of  general  utility,  operates,  in  fact,  in 
then*  region,  as  a  burden  rather  than  a  relief.  Prom  this 
conviction,  general  as  it  now  is,  universal  as  it  may  be- 
come, and  sharpened  and  exasperated  in  its  progress  he 
Wbuld  not  deny  tliat  we  had  some  ground  to  look,  at  no 
distant  day,  for  formidable  and  portentous  ctonseauenc^s. 
He  would  not  anticipate  or  dwell  upon  them;  he  was, 
however,  free  to  say,  that  they  did  not  lessen  bis  very 
sincere  desire  to  see  the  whole  subject  adjusted  in  a  man- 
ner which  may  satisfy  honest  public  opinion,  and  do  sub- 
stantial justice  to  every  interest  and  section  of  our  common 
country. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  then  rose,  and  said:  It  is 


nesVpfejud'.ces,  and  should  surely  attempt  to  relieve  eve-  worth  our  while,  before  we  vote  on  this  measure,  as  it  is 
ry  well-grounded  cause  of  complaint.     All  this  is  due  to  |  the  first,  and  will  be  followed  by  others  of  like  character,  to 
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understand  what  principles  we  act  upon.  The  amend- 
ment proposes  to  reduce  the  duty  on  wool  in  three  years 
to  25  per  cent  ad  valorem;  and  the  amendment  to  the 
amenament  proposes  to  leave  that  duty  at  30  per  cent. 
He  shpuld,  he  thought,  vote  for  both,  not  because  he  ap- 
proved of  them,  or  considered  them  as  suitable  acts  of 
legislation  for  this  Government  to  adopt,  but  because  he 
considered  them  more  favorable  to  the  great  agricultural 
interests  of  the  country  than  the  bill;  and  this  was  the 
only  reason  why  he  should  give  them  his  support,  if  he 
gave  it  at  all. 

He  would,  while  up,  take  the  occasion  to  say  that  pro- 
bably few  members  on  the  floor  felt  more  anxious  than 
he  had  to  see  this  all-stirring  subject  settled;  to  see  na- 
tional harmony  restored,  ana  the  jarring  opinions,  if  pos- 
sible, reconciled.  He  had  from  the  outset  entertained 
this  sentiment;  and  while  all  around  him  seemed  to  boncur 
in  it,  and  seemed  anxious  to  allay  excitement,  and  to 
cherish  better  feeling,  it  gave  him  pain  to  observe  that 
the  House,  after  more  than  four  weeks  of  intense  labor, 
liad  approximated  little  towards  it;  indeed,  he  said,  the 
signs  of  the  times  were  such  tliat  he  despaired  of  any  rea- 
sonable adjustment. 

He  saw  the  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
execrated  throughout  the  country  as  a  measure  unsuita- 
ble to  be  the  basis  of  future  revenue.    He  used  no  harsher 
language  than  facta  justified,  for  it  ^ves  sat'isfaction  no- 
where in  the  portions  of  the  Union  attached  t6  the  protec- 
tion of  our  industrv;  and  he  was  equally  confident  it  was 
reprobated  where  he  supposed  it  was  designed  to  give 
contentment.     We  had  now  had  it  under  consideration  a 
month,  had   endeavored  to  amend,  alter,    adjust,    and 
brine  it  into  an  acceptable  form.    We  had  labored  early 
and  Tate,  and  what  had  it  all  come  to?    Would  any  one 
say  we  are  now  apparently  any  nearer  to  the  object  of  de- 
sire than  when  we  commenced?    Every  motion,  every 
proposition  to  modify  this  bill,  unsatisfactory  as  its  provi- 
sions are,  has  been  steadily  and  resolutely  resisted  by  the 
South,  and  we  have  this  ptiinful  evidence  that  no  better 
propositions,  no  terms  more  just  and  beneficial  to  the 
country,  are  to  be  offered  to  us.     The  bill,  therefore,  and 
nothing  else,,  has  the  approbation  of  these  opposed  to  the 
tariiF.     We  have,  therelbre,  he  observed^  no  alternative 
left,  but  to  resist  a  measure  so  unjust  and  injurious;  and 
this,  for  one,  he  should  do  to  the  last,  if  it  were  not  im- 
proved. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
must  confine  his  remarks  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  D.  inquired  if  it  was  not  in  order  for  him  to  argue 
that  the  proposed  decrease  of  duty  was  impolitic^  and  bad 
leg'islation. 

Xhe  SPEAKER  assented  to  this. 
Mr.  D.  observed  he  believed  he  had  confined  himself 
within  the  strictest  rules  of  order,  and  should  continue 
so  ta  do.     He  had  spoken  at  large,  on  a  preceding  day, 
of  the   injurious  policy  of  reducing  wages,  and  of  the 
pernicious  tendency  it  had  to  make  a  poor,  ignorant,  and 
miserable  population,  like  that  of  Europe.     He  had  said 
that  duties  could  not  be  reduced  on  protected  articles 
without  producing  this  effect  to  an  extent  proportioned 
to  the  reduction;  and  this  would  not  reach  manufacturers 
alone,  but  all  laborers  in  the  country.     He  had,  thercfoi'e, 
said  a  question  of  reduction  was  one  of  serious  import, 
and  should  be  well  considered.     And  he  would  now  in- 
quire if  the  avowed  object  of  this  bill  was  not  a  reduction 
of  revenue,  because  there  would  be  a  surplus  in  the  trea- 
*ur>'-       He  did  not  concur  with  tlie  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Beabdsiet,]  that  we  had  any  evidence  before 
us  of  such  an  excess  of  revenue'.     The  Secretary  of  the. 
Treasury  proved  to  us  last  summer,  if  the  bill  then  pass- 
ed, which  did  become  a  law,  that  it  would  raise  only  a 
revenue  of  $12,000,000;  but  he  now  alleges,  onW  a  few 
months  having  elapsed,  that  it  will  produce  ^18,000,000. 


It  is  not  easy  to  understand  his  reasons  for  this  change  of 
estimates;  nor  is  it  easy  to  settle  which  opinion  is  entitled 
to  most  consideration.  If  it  will  raise  no  more  than  $12,- 
000,000,  the  Government  will  need  that  sum,  and  there 
is  no  occasion  for  further  reduction.  The  Secretary, 
however,  does  not  pretend  that  even  if  the  sum  of  |18,- 
000,000  is  raised,  tnat  there  would  be  any  surplus  this 
year,  for  the  whole  will  be  absorbed  by  the  demands  of 
the  Government.  No  excess  can  accrue,  therefore,  be« 
fore  the  close  of  the  year  1834,  and  it  is  by  bis  statement 
problematical  whether  there  wUl  be  any  then.  Why 
should  we  be  pressed  so  urgently  on  this  subject  now,  as 
if  it  was  a  matter  of  certainty,  when  It  is  only  a  contin- 
gent? Why  should  we  be  forced  to  xo  forward  blind- 
fold— to  grope  along  a  path  which  the  Secretary  himself 
seems  not  able  to  point  out  with  any  certain  knowledge? 
Yet  this  reduction  is  alleged  to  be  the  main  object  of  the 
bill,  and  we  are  urged  to  act  here  as  if  we  knew  that  the 
laws  would  place  in  the  treasury  six  millions  of  surplus 
revenue  in  1834;  and  this  is  the  reason  pressed  unceas- 
ingly upon  us  to  pass  the  bill. 

Such  matters,  he  said,  as  came  properly  before  us,  he  was 
willing  to  consider.  The  public  debt  was  nearly  paid 
off,  ^  and  we  shall  consequently  have  less  occasion  for 
moneys  wc  must  therefore  raise  less  than  we  hitherto 
have  done;  but  we  had  not  been  unmindful  of  this  event, 
and  had  prepared  for  it  by  lessening  the  revenue  ten  or 
twelve  millions  in  a  short  period.  He  admitted  that  tlie 
argument  against  an  accumulating  surplus  in  the  treasury 
was  sound,  and  did  not  deny  that  the  Government  must 
be  limited  in  its  income  to  its  necessary  expenditures;  but 
the  enemies  of  American  industrv  insist  on  lessening  th^ 
protection  of  the  laborer,  on  the  ground  of  a  surplus. 
He  desired  assurance  of  the  existence  of  such  surplus;  be- 
fore he  acted  on  this  question,  he  wished  to  be  made  rea- 
sonably certain  that  hostility  to  our  industry  did  not  out- 
run all  otlier  considerations. 

In  voting,  he  said  he  should  keep  these  considerations 
steadily  in  view,  and  would  reiterate  that  he  should  sup- 
port no  bill  that  abandoned  tlie  principle  of  protection. 
In  reducing  the  revenhe,  let  us,  he  saia,  understand  wliat 
we  do,  and  upon  what  principles  we  act.  It  seems  to  be 
assumed  here,-  that  the  only  mode  of  inducing  revenue 
is  to  reduce  all  duties  on  imports  equally.  He  protested 
against  this,  as  a  false,  unsound  theory,  designed  to  de* 
strby,  by  its  insidious  action,  tho  protective  doctrine, 
without  accomplbhing  the  object  it  professed  to  have  io 
view.  The  bill  before  us,  which  is  recommended  because 
it  is  alleged  to  be  necessary  to  reduce  revenue,  contains 
items  that  by  thjs  process  will  increase,  instead  of  dimin- 
ishing revenue.  Take,  for  example,  ardent  spirits,  the' 
duty  on  which  is  perhaps  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.| 
and  suppose  this  duty  reduced  to  seventh-five  per  cent., 
will  not  the  importations  which  are  now  restrained  by  the 
very  high  duty  be  so  increased  as  to  increase  the  revenue? 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  ssud  he  believed, 
admitted  that  this  would  be  the  result.  Thejsame  may  be 
said  of  other  articles. 

Mr.  WILDE  rcse,  and  inquired  if  it  was  io  order  to  di&> 
cuss  the  whole  subject. 

The  SPEAKEU  said,  no;  the  argument  roost  be  confined 
to  the  amendments 

Mr.  D^VIS  desired  to  be  informed  if  it  was  not  in  otdcr 
to  show  the  impolicy  of  Tcciucing  duties  on  wool  in  tho 
manner  proposed. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  yes.  [There  was  ff  cry  from  difr 
ferent  quarters,  **  gg  ou— go  on. "]  The  argument  he  had 
used  was  to  that  point.  Tlie  general  proposition  is  to 
rcKluce  the  revenuei  and  to  accomplish  tins  object  tlie 
amendment  proposes  to  reduce  the  duty  on  wool.-  To 
this,  he,  in  the  form  in  which  it  stood,  was  opposed^  and 
his  argument  lie  considered  direct  and  legitimate  for  this 
purpose.  [The  S  PEAK  ESnodded  assent.]  Certain  and  fixed 
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principles,  he  said,  ought  to  govern  us  in  this  and  all  votes] 
that  we  give  on  t]}is  and  all  other  propositions  for  reduc- 
tion; and  at  the  head  should  stand  constantly  the  princi- 
ple of  f)rotecting  American  industry;  no  measure  should 
meet  with  countenance  that  aims  to  abolish  this. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Bra&dslvt] 
said  the  only  wise  way  to  reduce  is  to  do  it  gradually. 
With  that  gentleman,  he  said,  he  concurred  thus  far;  but 
we  ought  to  look  as  well  at  what  we  had  done  as  to 
what  we  were  called  on  to  do.  In  July  last.  Congress 
considered  tliis  matter  with  the  most  anxious  and  deli- 
berate attentidn,  and  lowered  the  duty  greatly,  and  this 
should  not  escape  observation,  as  any  attempt  to  descend 
further  may  be  attended  with  great  peril,  and  may  be 
followed  by  grievous  calamity.  Notwithstanding  this, 
he  observed,  greater  reductions  were  demanded  to  com- 
pose the  irritated  state  of  feeling  which  is  alleged  to  ex- 
ist in  the  country;  and  how  can  it  be  done?  If  done  at 
all,  it  can  be  accomplished  in  but  one  way,  without  vio- 
lence to  private  rights,  and  g^reat  private  suffering.  It 
must  be  gradual^very  gradual — and  a  long  time,  and 
arranged  with  great  judgment  and  discretion.  There  is 
an  immense  interest  at  stake,  and  the  prosperity,  nay, 
almost  the  existence  of  a  vast  population  involved  in  it, 
and  it  should  be  approached  with  caution,  and  changes 
affecting  it  made  with  sound  judgment.  What,  he  said, 
he  would  repeat,  do  you  propose  ta  do?  Last  July  a 
^eat  change  was  made,  but  the  law  goes  into  operation 
in  March  next;  that  change  which  was  a  reduction  of  20 
per  cent,  of  the  present  duties  on  wool  is  still  future, 
and  will  Congress  add  to  it  the  present  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  15  per  cent,  of  the  duties  of  1832?  Can  the 
country  bear  this?  for  it  is  to  be  followed  up  on  woollens 
and  other  articles.  Will  the  wool  grower  be  satfefied  to 
have  his  property  made  thus  the  sport  of  this  body  ?  But 
this  is  not  all,  for  this  reduction  is  to  continue  for  three 
years  after  the  same  rate.  This  is  not  gradual,  but  rapid 
— very  rapid— and  full  of  hazard.  The  time  is  not  long 
enough,  especially  for  men  in  debt.  The  descent  should 
be  slow;  the  annual  reduction  so  small,  that,  by  increased 
•kill  and  economy,  men  may  not  only  exert  themselves,  but 
may  succeed  in  meeting  it.  If,  he  said,  you  descend  16 
or  20  per  cent,  in  a  year,  they  will  sit  down  m  despair,  being 
.  unable  to  grapple  with  it.  Men  should  have  time  to  pre- 
pare for  changes  in  their  business.  This  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  goes  by  long  strides;  it  is 
very  hurried;  and  though,  said  he,  the  principle  is  the 
right  one,  yet  the  details  are  objectionable. 

He  said  he  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  House 
much  longer  than  he  intended  when  he  rose.  He  would 
not,  in  conclusion,  say  the  wool  growers  or  the  manufac- 
turers would  beiir  any  change  from  the  bill  of  *32,  with- 
out hard  pressure  and  suffering.  He  believed  they 
would  not,  but  hoped  they  would  willingly  make  great 
sacrifices  for  repose.  They  were  wearied  with  this  end- 
less waufare.  And,  believing  such  to  be  their  feelings, 
he  should,  for  one,  take  the  responsibility  of  voting  a 
judicious  and  gradual  reduction,  if  the  discontented  would 
sit  down  and  be  at  peace  under  it;  otherwise,  he  would  not 
lift  his  finger  to  carry  any  measure  through.  He  rose  to 
express  these  general  views,  that  his  course  on  this,  and 
the  measures  which  will  succeed,  might  be  understood. 
He  did  not  propose,  at  present,  to  mtroduce  any  mea- 
sure, but  hoped,  if  the  South  desired,  as  they  had  often 
expressed  themselves,  to.  save  our  manu&ctures,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  compose  all  controversy,  that  some 
gentleman  from  that  quarter  would  offer  something  be- 
sides this  bill,  which  no  man  in  favor  of  protection  can 
support. 

The  question  was  now  taken,  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows:  Yeas  100,  nays  87. 

So  Mr.  Hoort  amendment  was  carried. 


^r.  STEWART  now  moved  further  to  amend,  so  as 
to  leave  the  duty  on  wool  as  by  the  law  of  1832,  viz.  40 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  4  cents  per  pound  specific,  and 
supported  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  insisting  that, 
should  the  bill  stand  without  further  amendment,  the  im- 
portation of  wool  would  be  doubted. 

Mr.  WILDE  considered  the  vote  last  taken  as  an  index 
of  what  was  to  be  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  bill.  Yet  he  would 
notice  some  of  the  steps  in  tlie  process  of  its  gradual  re- 
jection. He  then  went  into  a  calculation  to  show  what 
were  the  profits  of  the  wool  gprowers  of  the  North,  the 
result  of  which  was,  that  at  the  price  of  35  cents  for  wod 
they  make  a  profit  of  18  or  19  per  cent. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  scouted  these  calculations  as  whol- 
ly erroneous,  three  sheep  having  been  taken  as  the  ave- 
rage to  an  acre,  whereas  the  average  was  less  than  two. 
The  gentleman  had  allowed  $S0  for  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing 100  sheep  for  a  year;  while  the  hay  alone  they  con- 
sumed in  winter  was  worth  $75. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  paying  $1  50  a  piece  for  the  keeping  of  his  sheep,  so 
that  100  would  cost  150  instead  of  30  dollars. 

Mr.  SLADFi  said  the  gentleman  had  allowed  nothing 
for  the  loss  by  disease. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Stkwaht's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  Yeas  85, 
nays  99. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  committee  as  amended,- on  motion  of  Mr.  ROOT, 
and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Allison,  Arnold,  Ash- 
ley, Babcock,  Banks,  Barber,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates, 
Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bullard,  Burd,  Cahoon, 
Chandler,  Choate,  Collier,  Gondict,  Condit,  E.  Cooke, 
B.  Cooke,  Corwin,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  J.  Da- 
vis, Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
worth, G.  Evans,  J.  Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ford, 
Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hiester,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunting- 
ton, Ihrie,  Injrersoll,  Irvin,  Jewett,  5.  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Kennon,  J.  King,  H.  l^ng,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Marshall, 
Maxwell,  McCarty,  U.  McCoy,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milli- 
gan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pcarce,  Pendleton, 
Pierson,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Randolph,  J.  Reed,  Root,  Rus- 
sel,  Semmes,  Slade,  Spehce,  Stanbery,  Stephens,  Stew- 
art, Storrs,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  J.  Thomson, 
Tompkins,  Tracv,  Vance,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Wat- 
mough.  Weeks,'  Wilkin,  Wheeler,  E.  Whittlesey,  F. 
Whittlesey,  E.  D.  White,  Wickliffe,  Young— 97. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  An- 
derson, Angel,  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Bar- 
ringer,  James  Bates,  Beardsley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune, 
John  Blair,'  Bouck,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Chinn, 
Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Coulter,  Craig, 
Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Doubleday,  Drayton,  Dra- 
per, Felder,  Findlay,  Fitzgerald,  Foster,  Gaithcr,  Gil- 
more,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  William  Hall, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoffman,  Horn,  Howai*d,  Hub- 
bard, Isacks,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Kavanagh,  Kerr,  Lamar,  Lansing,  Lecompte,  Lent, 
Lewis,  Mardis,  Mason,  William  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mcln- 
tire,  McKay,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Polk,  E.  C. 
Reed,  Rencher,  Roane,  W.  B.  Shepard,.  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Smith,  Soule,  Speight,  Standifer,  Francis  Thproas,  W. 
Thompson,  Verplanck,  Wayne,  C.  X^  White;  Wilde, 
Williams,  Worthington — 88. 

[This  section  of  the  bill,  therefbre,  stood  thus:  on  wool 
worth  8  cents  a  pound,  and  oh  woollen  twist  and  yarn,  4 
cents  specific  and  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  until  the  2d  of 
March,  1834;  then  3  cents  and  35  per  cent,  till  1835; 
and  then  2  cents  and  30  per  cent,  permanent.] 

The  House  then  a<ljourned. 


1665 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS, 


1666 


Fib.  9,  1833.] 


7^  Naval  Service. 


[H.  or  H. 


Satvsdat,  Fibkuabt  9. 
THE  NAVAI-  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YERPLANOK,  the  Hooae  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Wabb  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  tlie  naval  service  for  the 
year  1833. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  adopted. 

Mr.  WICRLTFFE  said  the  time  had  arrived  when  it 
had  become  necessary  to  limit  the  discretionary  power  of 
appointing  midshipmen,  which  was  now  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Nary.  It  appeared  by  the  navy  register 
that  the  present  number  was  upwards  of  450,  which  might 
be  indefinitely  mcreased  at  the  discretion  of  the  head  of 
the  Navy  Department  No  limitation  existed  as  to  the 
number  excepting  the  amount  of  the  appropriations. 
Within  the  last  two  years  it  appeared  that  a  large  number 
of  appointments  had  been  made.  He  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  providing  that  the  number  of  midshipmen 
ahould  not  be  increased  until  otherwise  ordered  by  law. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  was  not  prepared  to  support  such  an 
amendment  until  the  &cts  to  which  it  related  were  laid 
before  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  would  move  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  those  facts,  hej  should  have  his  vote  in 
favor  of  the  call.  There  might  be  too  great  a  number  of 
mi  Ishipmen  in  the  navy;  but  there  were  many  circum* 
stances  relative  to' their  number  which  should  be  taken 
into  view  before  it  was  definitely  fixed  by  law.  It  was  a 
fact  well  known  to  all  acquainted  with  the  naval  service, 
that  a  conmderable  proportion  of  the  midshipmen  who 
were  appointed,  after  gomg  to  sea  and  ascertuning  the  na* 
ture  and  hardsl^ps  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them,  had 
left  the  service,  and  gone  into  other  pursuits  more  conge- 
lual  to  thehr  tastes  or  their  constitutions.     Others,  after 

going  to  sea  for  the  period  required  by  the  rules  of  the 
epartment,  were  not  found  to  be  qualified  to  pass  the  rigid 
examination  to  which  they  were  subjected  before  they 
could  receive  promotion,  and  either  resigned  or  were  dis- 
missed from  the  service.  The  precise  number  of  mid- 
shipmen  which  might  be  required  he  was  unable  to  fix 
without  information  from  the  department.  He  coukl  not 
▼ote  for  the  amendment  until  the  necessary  facts  should  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  did  not  propose  to  dimirush  the  pre- 
sent number  of  midshipmen  by  the  amendment,  or  restrain 
the  head  of  the  department  from  filling  up  such  vacancies 
as  might  occur  from  the  causes  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  [Mr.  As'Dxnsoir.]  If  gentlemen  were 
disposed  to  wait  until  an  answer  to  a  call  for  information 
should  be  obtained,  and  a  bill  founded  upon  such  in- 
formation could  be  carried  through  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, they  would  probably  wait  a  considerable  period. 
He  regarded  the  present  as  a  proper  occasion  to  provide 
against  the  further  increase  of  this  class  of  officers:  while 
we  were  reducing  the  number  of  vessels  in  commission, 
he  could  perceive  no  propriety  in  adding  to  the  number 
of  officers. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  said  the  House  would  not  presume 
that  the  power  which  had,  ever  since  the  establishment 
of  the  navy,  been  placed  in  the  head  of  the  department, 
would  now  be  wantonly  abused  or  improperly  exercised. 
At  least  there  was  no  testimony  that  would  lead  the 
House  to  act  upon  such  a  presumption.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicklivtb]  thinks  that  too 
many  appointments  have  been  made,  or  tliat  any  had  betn 
improperly  made,  the  usual  course  of  proceedings  was  to 
call  for  inforniation  on  the  subject.  The  House  would  not 
act  xipon  the  ground  that  power  hitherto  lodged  in  an 
officer  of  the  Government  had  been  abused,  without  some 
facts  to  sustain  it.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  had  occasion  to  examine  this  subject 
heretofore,  and  was  satisfied  that  the  number  of  naval 
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officers  now  in  service  exceeded  the  wants  of  the  navy 
in  time  of  peace.  But  he  could  inform  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wickuvve,]  that  it  would-be  ex* 
tremely  difficult  to  limit  the  number  in  any  other  mode 
than  that  bv  which  it  was  now  limited  by  law.  No  plan 
is  proposed  for  removing  the  unnecessary  officers.  This 
was  an  essential  requisite.  The  number  had  always  been 
limited  by  the  amount  of  the  appropriatipn  for  their  pay 
and  subsistence.  It  was  already  provided  by  law  that  the 
expenditure  under  that  head  should  in  no  case  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  appropriation.  The  precise  number 
of  officers  to  be  employed  in  the  various  grades  under  the 
present  system  could  not  be  limited  without  freat  incon-* 
venience  in  any  other  way.  It  would  be  found  impossible 
for  the  House  to  determine  beforehand  how  many  offi- 
cers ought  to  be  employed  in  the  several  grades.  He 
regarded  tlie  proposed  amendment  as  entirely  useless, 
though  he  was  satisfied  that  midshipmen  were  too  nume^ 
rous  as  well  as  the  officers  in  other  grades.  This  he  in- 
ferred from  the  great  number  who  were  kept  waiting  or- 
ders. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  inquired  how  many  officers  were  in 
that  situation. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  was  not  able  to  state  the  number. 
After  a  full  examination  of  the  subject,  he  had  come  to 
the  conclunon  that  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  num^ 
ber  of  officers  was  most  properly  exercised  in  limiting  the 
amount  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  which  they  might  re- 
ceive. If  the  number  was  to  be  reduced,  the  mode  in 
which  the  reduction  was  to  be  made  should  be  pointed  out. 

Mr.  VANCE  did  not  know  what  number  of  midshipmen 
were  necessary  for  the  naval  service^  but  he  thought  it 
high  time  that  some  check  Was  placed  upon  the  power  of 
appointment.  By  reference  to  the  navy  register,  be  found 
that  the  State  of  Ohio  has  twelve  midshipmen  out  of  450,, 
and  that  forty  or  fifly  had  been  appointed  since  the  com- 
mencement of  1832.  While  Ohio  has  but  twelve  upon 
the  list  of  midshipmen,  he  had  been  endeavoring  for  three 
yea^  to  get  one  appointed  from  his  district.  It  was  time 
that  provision  be  made  by  law  that  these  appointments 
be  properly  distributed  among  the  several  States.  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  if  the  present  unequal  mode  of 
distributing  these  appointments  vras  continued,  the  effect 
would  be  injurious  to  the  navy  among  the  people  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  was  sorry  the  (^ntleroan  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Vavcx]  had  been  disappointed  in  the  gratification 
of  his  wishes.  He  would,  however^  state,  for  the  infor* 
mation  of  that  gentleman  and  of  the  House,  after  what 
had  been  said,  that  the  rule  of  the  department  was  to  dis- 
tribute these  appointments  of  midshipmen  amohg  the  se- 
veral States  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  cadets  at  the 
Military  Academy.  This  rule  was  a  fair  and  reasonable  one, 
and  had  been,  as  he  believed,  constantly  adhered  to.  But 
on  looking  over  the  navy  register^  inequalities  between 
the  number  of  midshipmen  apportioned  to  the  several 
States,  compared  with  the  present  population,  mieht  un- 
doubtedly be  found.  This  was  not  owing  to  an  unfairness 
in  the  original  distribution,  but  to  the  dififerent  ratio  in 
which  the  population  of  the  States  had  lately  increased. 
The  new  States  of  the  West  probably  had  not  at  this  time 
so  many  nudshipmen  as  they  would  be  entitled  to  were 
the  distribution  to  be  now  made  for  the  first  time.  His 
own  State  was  in  a  similar  situation,  in  consequence  of  ita 
having  increased  in  population  more  than  some  other 
States:  although  it  probably  had  more  seamen  among  its 
citizens  than  any  other  State  in  the  Unions  in  proportion 
to  its  population,  it  had  not  at  this  time  its  due  proportion 
of  officers  of  the  navy.  But  whenever  appointments  of 
midshipmen  had  been  made,  the  rule  had  been  ngi^  adv 
hered  to,  so  far  as  he  had  been  informed.  As  to  officers 
kept  waiting  orders,  that  must  always  exist  to  a  certain 
extent.    It  would  be  found  impossible  to  keep  all  the  o£> 
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ficers  of  the  navy  on  board  ship,  or  on  duty  at  the  navy 
yard^.  Were  the  numbers  in  the  several  gmles  reduced 
to  the  wants  of  the  service,  still  a  portion  of  the  officers 
would  be  kept  waiting  orders.  Before  he  could  g^ve  his 
assent  to  any  reduction  or  restriction  as  to  the  number  of 
officers  in  any  g^rade,  he  must  have  further  information. 

Mr.  BRANCH  rose,  and  addressed  the  Chair,  but  the 
conversation  among  the  spectators  around  the  reporter's 
seat  was  so  loud  and  constant,  that  the  purport  of  his  re- 
marks was  very  imperfectly  understood;  indeed,  this  was 
the  case  with  regard  to  much  of  this  debate.  Mr.  B.  was 
understood  to  say  that  450,  the  number  of  midshipmen 
now  in  the  service,  was  as  many  as,  the  wants  of  the  navy 
'  required.  There  could  be  no  sound  objection  to  limiting 
the  number  to  that  amount  While  he  had  held  the  of- 
fice of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  had  made  very  few  ap. 
pointments,  having  been  satisfied  that  the  appointment  of 
supernumerary  omcers  of  that  grade  was  only  calculated 
to  place  the  most  promising  young  men  in  a  state  of  idle- 
ness, with  nothing  to  do  but  to  range  about  the  country, 
acquiring  bad  habits  to  which  youth  were  unfortunately 
but  too  prone.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  so  high 
a  number  as  450  was  required.  Accordine  to  his  infor- 
mation of  the  wants  of  the  service,  he  would  rather  reduce 
than  increase  the  number.  Under  these  views,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  support  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  whiah  was 
lost:  Yeas  59,  nays  62. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  House. 

In  the  House  all  the  amendments  made  to  the  bill  in 
committee  were  concurred  in  without  debate,  except  that 
respecting  the  pay. 

To  this  item  Mr.  WicKLTrrB  proposed  to  add  a  pro- 
viso, that  the  number  of  midshipmen  should  not  be  fur- 
ther increased  unless  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  W.,  in  support  of  this  proviso,  would  barely  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  statement  of  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Brafcr,]  whose  acquaintance 
with  the  subject  would  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  some 
restriction  upon  the  prevailing  practice  of  appointing  mid- 
shipmen was  necessary  to  make  them  efficient  officers, 
ana  prevent  them  from  indulging  in  idlenesa  and  dissipa- 
tion. The  House  had  been  told  that  the  number  had  been 
largely  increased  within  the  lost  two  years.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  Considered  the  proposed  restriction  ne- 
cessary. He  intended  no  reflection  upon  the  head  of  the 
Navy  Department;  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  no  doubt 
bht  that  officer  would  be  glad  to  be  relieved  from  the  con- 
stant pressure  to  which  he  was  subjected  for  new  appoint- 
ments. Should  the  proviso  be  adopted,  he  could  then 
say  that  the  limited  number  was  filled  up,  and  he  had  no 
power  of  adding  to  it.  If  any  gentleman  would  state  that 
the  number  now  in  the  service  was  not  sufficient,  he  was 
willing  to  fix  upon  such  number  as'  mig^t  be  thought  ne- 
cessary; but  he  was  convinced  that  some  restriction  upon 
the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  as  to  the  increase  of  these 
officers  was  indispensable. 

Mr.  BRANCH  would  vote  for  the  preposition,  not  only 
because  he  thought  it  right  in  itself,  but  out  of  respect  to 
the  present  head  of  the  Navy  Department.  He  was  able 
to  judg^,  from  his  own  experience,  of  the  continual  solici- 
tations to  which  that  officer  was  exposed  in  consequence 
of  the  unlimited  discretion  with  which  he  was  now  invest- 
ed,  as  to  the  number  of  midshipmen.  He  had  strong 
reasons  for  believing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
would  be  glad  to  have  the  number  reduced  to  400.  Tor 
himself  he  was  satisfied  that  380  was  a  sufficient  number. 
Circumstances  might  render  the  appointment  of  a  few 
more  proper.  He  had  made  this  statement,  that  it  might 
be  distinctly  understood  that  his  vote  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  was  not  intended  as  casting  any  censure  what- 
ever upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Mr.  DEARBORN  remtted  that  the  motion  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wicklipvs,] 
before  any  measures  had  been  taken  to  procure  the  ne- 
cessary information.  He  still  more  re^tted  that  any 
gentleman  should  have  taken  this  occasion  to  assail  the 
characters  of  the  young  gentlemen  who  composed  a  most 
important  part  of  the  naval  service.  He  had  enjoyed  an 
opportunity  of  personal  acquaintance  with  many  of  them, 
and  felt  bound  to  testify  in  favor  of  their  general  good  cha- 
racter and  gentlemanly  deportment.  It  certainly  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  sweeping  denunciation  of  all  the  midship- 
men in  the  navy  because  a  few  individuals  among  them, 
as  among  all  other  bodies  of  men,  might  not  have  conduct- 
ed themselves  with  propriety,  lliey  were  the  future  of- 
ficers of  our  navyt  of  that  arm  of  the  public  service  to 
which  this  country  was  so  much  indebted  for  its  security, 
prosperity,  and  glory.  In  the  event  of  a  future  war,  it 
was  to  them  we  must  look  for  the  discharge  of  the  high 
duty  of  sustaining  the  brilliant  reputation  which  the  Ameri- 
can navy  now  enjoyed  throughout  the  ctvili2ed  world.  He 
was  unwilling  to  see  this  essential  portion  of  the  naval  ser- 
vice assailed  without  information  or  specific  charge.  With 
quite  as  much  propriety  we  might  limit  or  reduce  the 
number  of  post  captains,  masters  commandant,  or  lieu- 
tenants. For  one,  he  was  unwilling  to  interfere  with  any 
of  them,  without  distinct  information. 

Mr.  W  ATMOUGH  said  the  ground  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  WicKLirrx]  appeared  to  be 
disposed  to  place  his  amendment  was,  that  some  of  the 
midshipmen  of  the  navy  passed  their  time  in  idleness,  and 
were  consequently  exposed  to  dissipation.  He  would  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  that  he  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  obviating  all  evils  of  that  kind  by  supporting  a  bill  re- 
ported from  the  Naval  Committee  for  establishing  a  naval 
school  for  their  instruction. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  the  discussion,  but  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  WicKi:irFB,]thepropriety  of  bring- 
ing forward  his  views  upon  the  subject  in  another  form. 
The  subject  before  the  House  was  an  appropriation  bill; 
we  were  not  providing  for  the  organization  of  the  navy. 
It  certainly  was  not  proper  to  eng^ft  a  distinct  measure 
upon  such  a  bill.  If  the  gentleman  would  witlidraw  his 
amendment,  an  opportunity  would  be  affiorded  him  for 
bringing  it  forward  in  the  proper  shape.  The  bill  before 
the  House  only  proposed  to  provide  for  tlie  navy  as  it  now 
exists,  without  reference  to  any  new  arrangement  of  the 
officers. 

Mr.  BRANCH  had  not  been  apprised, of  the  intention  * 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicklifp*]  to 
offer  the  amendment.     The  proposition  was  entirely  new 
to  him  when  it  was  made  by  that  gentleman.     Under  a 
stroncr  conviction  that  the  proposed  limitation  of  the  num- 
ber of  midshipmen  would  have  a  salutary  effect,  he  had 
given  it  his  approbation.    He  regretted  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dkahuorit,]  and  Penns)'l- 
vania,  [Mr.  Watmough,]  should  have  so  entirely  mistaken 
the  purport  of  his  remarks  as  to  the  impolicy  of  ap- 
pointing supernumerary  officers.     If  any  inference  could 
DC  drawn  from  his  remarks  like  what  had  been  stated 
by  those  gentlemen,  it  was  distant  from  his  intention.      If 
any  description  of  officers  were  genei^lly  more  meritori- 
ous than  the  midshipmen  of  the  navy,  he  was  not  aware  of 
it.     They  were  not  only  in  general  very  intelligent  and 
respectable,  but  many  of  them  were  young  gentlemen  of 
the  very  first  order  and  talent  in  the  country.     He  would 
be  the  last  man  to  sanction  any  measure  which  might  cxst 
any  reproach  upon  them.     He  did  not  consider  this  such 
a  measure.     He  was  desirous  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent 
that  a  great  number  of  young  men  of  fourteen,  fifteen,  or 
sixteen  years  old  should  be  waiting  orders  year  after  year 
without  employment,  and  for  this  purpose  only  shuuld 
vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment, 
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Mr.  SBMltES  was  in  faYor  of  the  amendment,  because 
he  fully  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  DsAmBomir,]  in  the  nigh  ctuiractef  he  had  riven 
to  the  midshipmen  of  the  navy.  The  tendency  of  the 
present  system  would  ruin  the  finest  young  men  in  the 
world.  There  were  now  nearly  500  midshipmen  warrant- 
ed. Only  about  half  that  number  were  actually  employ- 
ed in  the  service.  Of  those  who  were  not  in  actual  ser- 
vice, a  portion  had  no  parents  or  oth^  friends  to  live  with, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  live  in  taverns  and  boarding 
houses,  where  they  were  exnosed  to  the  influence  of  im- 
proper examples.  He  could  perceive  no  objection  to  the 
proposed  limitation  of  their  number.  The  gentleman  fi'om 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  DsAmBoiur]  has  said  that  it  would 
be  equally  proper  to  reduce  the  number  of  post  captains, 
masters  commandant,  or  lieutenants.  But  that  gentleman 
should  conader  that  officers  of  those  entdes  had  acquired 
fixed  habits,  and  were  not  exposed  like  boys  furnished 
with  money,  driving  about  the  country  from  tavern  to  ta- 
vern. Such  a  system  was  better  calculated  to  destroy  the 
finest  young  men  in  the  country,  than  any  other  that  could 
be  devised. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  observed  that  the  statement  on  which 
Mr.  D.  had  before  remarked,  had  been  repeated,  and 
gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  young  gentlemen  of  our  na- 
vy as  constantly  to  be  found  wandering  about  the  coun- 
try, or  wasting  their  time  as  idlers  in  taverns  and  board- 
ing bouses,  where  they  contracted  evil  habits,  deleterious 
alike  to  their  constitution  and  morals,  and  ultimately  led 
to  their  rain.  Mr.  D.  said  that  he  had  seen  nothing  of 
this  declared  profligacy,  this  reckless  and  reprehensible 
conduct;  and  that  it  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  regula- 
tions prescribed  for  their  government,  both  on  the  land 
and  on  the  ocean. 

The  midshipmen,  under  orders  for  duty,  were  either 
attached  to  the  ships  afloat,  or  to  the  navy  yards,  where 
they  were  subject  to  the  constant  surveillance  of  their  su- 
perior officers,  while  the  others  were  left  entirely  to  the 
guidance  of  their  parents  or  friends.  If  the  latter  portion 
of  these  young  men  were  to  be  found  stroUinj^  over  the 
Union,  as  had  been  represented,  it  was  not  owmg  to  their 

Eosition  in  the  navy,  or  to  any  deficiency  in  the  rules  which 
ave  been  prescribed  for  their  government,  nor  was  it  the 
&ult  of  the  department.  The  Executive,  so  far  from  coun- 
tenancing idleness  and*  dissoluteness  of  deportment,  ex- 
pected and  required  that  every  midshipman,  not  in  actual 
service,  should  be  either  cultivating  his  mind,  under  the 
parental  roof,  or  in  some  seminary  of  learning.  Would 
the  proposed  amendment  have  any  tendency  to  obviate 
the  imagined  improprieties?  Could  a  reduction  of  the 
number,  in  any  manner,  superinduce  a  reformation,  even 
if  that  was  as  imperious  as  had  been  intimated?  Certainly 
not;  while  it  might  essentially  impair  the  efficiency  of  the 
navy,  not  merely  in  the  time  of  peace,^  but  in  the  event  of 
war,  bow  were  their  places  to  be  filled^  They  were  a 
class  of  oflicers  whose  services  were  of  the  first  conse- 
quence in  every  situation,  in  which  our  fleets  may  be 
placed,  in  the  elemental  storms  as  well  as  of  those  of  bat- 
tle; but  to  give  them  the  ability  to  discharge  their  duties 
in  a  manner  creditable  to  themselves  and  their  country, 
their  intellects  must  be  cultivated,  discipline  must  be  fa- 
miliar, and  they  must  be  expert  navigators  and  seamen. 
This  requires  time  and  much  practical  drilling.  Skill  in 
all  their  multifarious  duties  must  be  the  result  of  experi- 
ence^ and  ia  it  wise,  is  it  politic,  is  it  safe,  to  so.  diminish 
the  number  of  midshipmen  as  to  endanger  the  service, 
and  jeopardise  the  honor  of  the  ^ag  and  the  glory  of  the 
repubfic,  merely  because  some  irregularities  may  possibly 
exist,  or  that  a  pitiful  reduction  may  be  made  in  our  pub- 
Mc  expenditures?  Neither  prudence  nor  economy  warrant 
such  a  measure.  Shouldwe  not  then  pause  until  we  have 
definite  and  exact  information  as  to  the  number  which  may 
be  deemed  indispensable  for  the  best  interests  of  our  na- 


val establishment  This  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  Navy  Department.  Let  us  have  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  and  Board  of  Commissioners.  At  present 
there  are  no  facts  before  us  by  which  we  can  justly  decide 
whether  the  power  of  the  Executive  has  been  properly 
exercised  or  not:  but  the  presumption  is,  that  no  more 
midshipmen  have  been  appointed  than  are  deemed  requi- 
site for  the  public  service.  But  if  doubts  are  entertained 
on  this  subject,  let  an  inquiry  be  instituted  in  the  usual 
mode.  That  is  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued;  and  if 
abuses  have  been  practised,  a  remedy  can  be  applied  by 
limiting  the  number  in  future.  To  this  there  can  be  no 
possible  objection;  but  it  certainly  cannot  be  respectfiil 
to  the  Executive,  nor  is  it  in  conformity  to  the  usual 
practice  of  this  House,  to  decide  on  any  important  subject 
until  a  thorough  investigation  has  been  made,  especially 
when  involving  the  character  of  the  Executive,  as  well  as 
the  efficiency  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  arms  of  na^ 
tional  defence.  When  the  desired  mformation  has  been 
obtained,  we  may  diminish  or  augment  the  number  of 
these  officers,  as  circumstances  may  require.  To  proceed 
in  tlie  summary  mode  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  strikes  at  the  stability,  the  yery  existence  of 
the  navy.  As  well  might  we  prescribe,  imianter,  the 
number  of  post  captains,  masters  commandant,  and  fieu- 
tenants,  by  an  amendment  to  this  appropriation  bill,  as  the 
warrant  officers.  We  have  not  sufficient  intelligence  to 
act  in  either  case;  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  House 
will  not  be  precipitated  into  the  adoption  of  a  measure^ 
which  may  be  fraught  with  the  most  serious  consequen- 
ces to  the  great  interests  of  our  national  ships,  as  well  as 
our  commercial  fleets. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Siimss]  had  not 
only  confirmed  the  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  but  had  even  gone  beyond  him;  but  he 
[Mr.  DxAABOKv]  was  inclined  to  believe  that  his  worthy 
friend's  reminiscences  were  of  distant  by-^ne  days,  and 
not  a  correct  estimate  of  the  essting  condition  of  tlie  na- 
vy. What  he  had  stated  might,  perhaps,  once  have  been 
a  true  picture  of  the  fiict;  but  an  essential,  radical,  and 
most  salutary  change  had  taken  place  since  the  laist  war, 
and  no  such  disg^ceful  state  of  things  now  existed,  as  was 
possibly  the  case  some  thirty-five  years  since. 

Under  the  existing  regulations,  no  young  officer  could 
heedlessly  roam  the  country,  or  squander  his  days  in  the 
dissipation  of  our  cities,^  without  the  compunctious  whis- 

Eering^  of  self-rebuke  for  the  hazards  he  was  running  of 
eing  di3missed  the  service,  and  the  conscious  certamty 
of  never  rising  in  the  profession  of  his  choice. 

The  system  of  examinations  which  at  present  prevails^ 
requires  that  the  midshipmen  should  not  only  serve  three 
years,  become  accomplished  seamen,  skilful  navigators^ 
and  ahle  tacticians,  but  maintain  an  unimpeachable  moral 
reputation.  This  was  an  indispensable  prerequisite,  with- 
out which  no  young  gentleman  could  pass  the  board  of  offi- 
cers selected  as  examiners.  This  qualification  was  para- 
mount to,  and  rode  over  all  others.  Nothing  could  be 
substituted  or  compensated  for  the  want  of  it.  No  matter 
how  gifted  with  natural  endowments;  no  matter  how  richly 
his  mmd  might  be  stored  with  the  lore  of  science,  and  the 
embellishments  of  letters;  no  matter  how  adroit  in  the 
execution  of  his  various  duties;  no  matter  how  active, 
how  adventurous,  and  how  ambitious  for  eminence  in  his 
honorable  vocation;  no  matter  how  distinguished  for  his 
valor  on  the  deep,  without  that  priceless  gem,  moral  rec- 
titude of  deportment,  he  never  could  be  advanced;  it  was 
utterly  impossible  tibat  he  should  obtain  a  commission;  hia 
career  in  the  naval  service  would  be  closed  forever.  What 
a  motive  was  here  to  counteract  the  seductions  of  idle- 
ness, the  allurements  of  dissipation,  and  the  withering 
and  blasting  influence  of  vicious  habits.  Did  the  ingenu- 
ous bosom  of  youth  beat  with  one  glowing  throb  of  gene- 
rous ambition;  did  he  aspire  to  rank  and  honors;  was  there 
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an  ardent  aspiration  to  hear  hii  name  hailed  with  triumph^ 
and  his  chivahnc  deeds  applauded  by  his  exulting  coun- 
trymen,  that  could,  for  a  moment,  indulge  in  a  course  of 
profligacy;  that  would  forego  all  the  glories  of  the  future 
for  the  brief  enjoyment  of  unmanly  and  ruinous  indul- 
gences? Had  he  a  father,  mother,  or  friend,  who  could 
stand  idly  by,  blind  to  his  follies,  and  indifferent  to  his 
prosperity,  when  they  beheld  the  pride  of  their  hearts 
rushing  to  destruction?  Mr.  D*  trusted  not.  Before  him 
all  was  jplded  with  hope;  the  prospect  was  cheering;  the 
prize  of  merit  was  certain,  and,  the  noblest  pasmons  of  the 
aoul  bdng  roused,  it  would  be  pursued  with  zealous  and 
untiring  assiduity. 

One  thing  was  certain;  it  was  beyond  all  doubt  or  dis- 
pute, there  was  not,  at  thb  hour,  nor  ever  had  been,  a 
naval  service  known,  where  all  the  officers  had  been  so 
tiniformly  correct  in  their  deportment,  whose  morale  was 
ao  commendable  and  lofty;  none  where  so  severe  an  ap- 
plication was  directed  to  the  studies,  and  the  infinite  du- 
ties of  the  profession.  No  man  who  had  visited  foreign 
ctimes,  and  had  seen  one  of  his  country's  ships  lying  by 
the  side  of  a  vessel  of  any  other  nation,  whose  heart  had 
not  swelled  with  pride  at  witnesttng  Uie  universal  suf- 
frage bv  which  the  palm  of  excellence  was  eveiy  where 
awarded  to  the  ships,  the  officers,  the  crews,  and  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  American  navy.  This  had  been  verified, 
again  and  agun,  in  the  Atlantic  ports  of  Europe,  in  South- 
ern America,  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Levant,  where 
the  fleets  of  all  the  maritime  kingdoms  of  the  globe  were 
exhibited  in  comparison  and  contrast,  and  those  of  the 
United  States  had  been  pronounced  superior  to  all. 

From  these  considerations,  Mr.  D.  said  that  he  could 
not  sit  quietly  in  his  place,  and  hear  the  elite  of  the  Ame- 
rican navy  aspersed  as  idle  and  dissolute  young  men, 
when  the  yery  reverse  was  notoriously  the  fact.  If  there 
was  a  nngle  latent  spark  of  emulation  or  of  exalted  vir- 
tue in  their  breasts,  it  was  kindled  into  a  flame  by  our 
admirable  system  ot  instruction,  discipline,  and  police; 
and  all  who  wore  the  uiuform  of  Uie  republic  were  taught 
to  believe,  and  wiUi  truth,  that  they  could  participate  in 
that  g:lory  which  irradiated  the  brows  of  so  many  of  our 
Illustrious  commanders.  Let  us  not,  then,  hastily  legis- 
late in  such  a  manner  as  may  prove  disastrous  to  our  fleets 
in  peace  and  in  war,  and  possibly  tend  to  breiUc  down  our 
flourishing  and  glorious  naval  establishment;  but  reject 
tiie  proposed  amendment  until  better  and  more  fully  in- 
structed on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CARSON  said,  if  he  regarded  the  present  as  a  pro- 
per occasion  for  bestowing  eulogy  upon  the  officers  of 
the  navy,  he  should  express  himself  in  terms  as  strong  as 
the  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  The  ques- 
tion was  whether  the  number  of  midshipmen  should  be 
fimited,  or  lefl  discretionary  with  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. He  had  no  fear  that  the  discretion  would  be  abused; 
but,  under  the  information  that  the  proposed  restriction 
irould  relieve  the  department  from  the  pressure  of  conti- 
nual application  for  appointments,  he  was  inclined  to 
afford  it  this  relief.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Ci.xBmu;i2ro]  had  suggested  a  strong  argument  against 
the  amendment,  that  this  was  not  the  proper  mode  of 
making  the  limitation;  but  it  was  not  conclusive.  All  that 
was  proposed  by  the  amendment,  was  to  express  the 
opinion  of  Congress  that  the  present  number  should  not 
be  increased. 

Mr.  VANCE  had  looked  through  the  names  of  mid- 
shipmen in  the  navy  register  since  he  had  made  his  for- 
mer statement,  and  had  found  that  since  the  commence- 
ment of  1833,  instead  of  forty  or  fifty,  as  he  had  stated, 
seventy -two  midshipmen  had  been  appointed.  What  he 
complained  of,  was,  that  for  three  years  he  had  been 
unable  to  get  one  appointed  from  Ohio.  Ohio  was  entitled 
to  nineteen  members  in  this  House.  In  answer  to  the  sug- 
gestioA  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  C^xBma- 


UEHo,]  he  bad  only  to  say  that  he  regarded  the  present 
as  the  most  proper  and  fiivorable  opportunity  for  impoMog 
the  limi^tion  upon  the  power  of  appointment,  whidi  he 
regarded  as  necessarjr. 

Mr.  HUBBABD  did  not  profess  to  be  at  all  conversant 
with  the  subject  now  under  debate;  but,  fh>m  the  rela- 
tion in  which  he  stood  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  a 
friend,  belonging  to  the  same  State,  it  was  due  that  offi- 
cer to  say,  af&r  the  representation  which  had  been  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Yavgx,]  that  of  the 
inidshipmeu  who  had  been  appointed  since  the  Secretary 
had  held  his  present  ntuation,  two  only  were  from  New 
nampshire.  By  such  examination  of  the  navy  register  as  he 
bad  been  able  to  make  since  the  subject  had  been  before 
the  House,  he  had  been  able  to  find  but  sixty-two  appoint* 
ments  in  the  year  1833.  Within  the  same  pmod,  the  num- 
ber of  vacancies,  by  death  and  resignation,  had  been  thirty- 
eight.  The  number  actually  increased  was,  therefore^ 
only  twenty-four.  In  looking  back  to  a  period  before 
the  present  Secretary  came  into  office,  he  had  observed 
that,  m  1829,  one  hundred  and  two  appointments  had 
been  made.  He  would  repeat  that  the  subject  was  one 
to  which  he  had  not  turned  his  attention;  and,  in  this  re^ 
spect,  he  presumed  his  situation  was  similar  to  that  of  a 
great  portion  of  the  members  of  the  House.  Whether 
the  present  number  of  midsfaipmen  was  greater  or  leas 
than  was  necessaiy,  he  was  totally  unable  to  decide  with- 
out information.  Ira  substantive  measure  should  be  brought 
forward,  in  the  usual  course,  opportunity  would  be  af- 
forded for  the  necessary  examination;  but  he  was  oppos- 
ed to  any  change  in  the  present  system  introduced  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment  without  any  means  of  determining  as 
to  its  propriety. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  could  not  support  the  amendment. 
The  subject  was  now  for  the  first  time  started  in  the 
House.  He  had  understood  that  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Afiairs,  to  which  the  subject  belonged,  had  taken  up 
the  general  new  organization  of  the  navy;  but  no  report 
had  yet  been  made  at  the  present  sesaon.  Whenever 
such  a  report  should  be  laid  Def(»*e  the  House,  he  would 
prepare  himself  to  act  upon  it.  He  would  ask  gentlemen 
if  this  was  the  proper  mode  to  efiect  a  change  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  navy.  Having  great  confidence  in  the 
present  head  of  the  Navy  Department,  he  was  perfect^ 
willing  to  entrust  him  with  the  same  discretion  on  thb 
subject  as  has  been  exercised  by  his  predecessors^  ontil 
further  light  as  to  the  necessity  for  change  be  cast  upon  it 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  rose,  not  for  the  purpose  of  gmf  into 
the  debate,  but  to  give  notice  to  gentlemen  that  if  it  was 
not  speedily  brought  to  a  close  he  should  move  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  the  objection  to  the  amendment 
which  had  been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Caxbhslxho,]  that  this  was  not  the  proper 
place  for  restricting  the  number  of  mid&hipreen,  Was  the 
argument  which  had  been  always  used  against  every  at- 
tempt to  limit  the  discretion  of  the  Executive.    He  had 
enjoyed  an  opportunity  for  some  little  experience  tn  this 
matter.    He  Ind  the  last  session  introduced  a  resolutioa 
having  in  view  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  oidets  at 
the  Militar)'  Academy.    It  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  which  had  reported  a  bill  which  was 
now  in  the  calendar.    No  one  could  foresee  when  4he 
subject  would  be  acted  on  by  the  House.     He  coniridered 
the  present  the  most  favorable  occasion  which  would  offer 
for  declaring  the  views  of  the  House  on  this  subject.     As 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Watxovok,]  that  the  objections  to  the  appointment  of 
supemumeranr  midshipmen  would  be  obviated  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  naval  school,  on  the  contrary,  the  present 
evib  would  be  increased  by  such  an  establiriiment  in  a  ten- 
fold degree.     Such  a  school  would  present  an  additional 
inducement   for  applications   for   these    appointments. 
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Where  there  was  one  application  for  the  appointment 
of  midahipman,  there  were  now  at  leaat  twenty  for  that 
of  cadet,  because  they  were  thoroughly  educated  at  the 
public  expense.  Establish  a  nmilar  system  of  education 
for  midshipmen,  and  where  there  is  now  one  application  for 
a  warrant  there  would  then  be  a  hundred.  He  would 
appeal  to  those  (^ntleroen  who  were  members  of  the 
House  in  1829,  to  say  whether  the  number  of  the  offi- 
cers Ather  of  the  army  or  navy  was  a  matter  which  ought 
to  be  left  to  Executive  discretion.  He  did  not  propose 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by  further  debates  upon 
the  subject,  but  would  barely  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  the  amendmenti  which  were  ordereiL 

Mr.  ADA.M8  could  not  but  regret  that  an  amendment 
of  the  character  of  that  before  the  House  should  have 
been  offered  to  an  ap|>ropriation  bill.    It  was  an  impro- 
per place  for  the  provision  now  sought  to  be  established. 
He  telt  this  the  more  sensibly  aHer  the  very  cogent  rea^ 
sons  which  had  been  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  ViaFiABCK,]  for  taking 
up  this  bill  in  preference  to  the  other  business  before  the 
House.    It  appeared  that  the  interests  of  the  naval  ser- 
vice were  now  suffering  for  want  of  the  appropriations 
contained  in  this  bill.    The  subject  which  bad  been  in- 
troduced by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wick- 
Liws]  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  subject  before 
the  House.    The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  provide  the 
means  for  paying  money  already  due,  or  which  may  be 
due,  during  the  current  year  upon  the  various  branches 
of  the  naval  service.     Was  this  a  proper  occasion  Ibr 
tacking  a  proviso  to  the  bill,  introducing  a  new  principle 
upon  the  propriety  of  which  no  Ikcts  had  been  obtained 
through  the  usual  channel,  and  which  might  give  rise  to  a 
week's  debate?    He  would  confidently  appeal  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  to  say  whethier  tnis  amendment 
was  the  most  proper  mode  of  accomplishing  his  views. 
The  introduction  of  this  amendment  had  given  an  oppor- 
tunity for  introducing  other  matters  equally  remote  from 
the  subject  properly  before  the  House.    Gentlemen  had 
embraced  the  occasion  on  the  one  hand  to  assail,  and  on 
the  other  to  defend  the  moral  character  and  the  habitual 
occupations  of  a  certain  class  of  officers  of  the  navy. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  YahcxJ  had  seized  the 
opportunity  for  introducing  another  topic.    Because  that 
l^entleman  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  appointment  for 
one  of  his  friends,  he  appears  to  consider  tnat  a  sufficient 
reason  for  restricting  the  power  of  appointment,  in  order, 
he  presumed,  that  all  other  applications  may  share  the 
same  &te.    He  was  unable  to  perceive  any  other  reason 
for  introducing  that  topics  for  he  supposed  that  the  taking 
away  the  power  of  appointment  would  not  procure  the 
office  which  the  gentleman  had  been  so  anxious  to  obtain. 
For  one,  he  was  unwilling  to  come  to  any  dedsion  upon 
that  topic  of  accusation,  or  to  diacuss  the  argument  that 
haA  been  drawn  from  it,  until  he  had  heard  the  explana- 
tion of  tiie  head  of  the  department.     If  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  was  not  able  to  assign  a  sufficient  reason  for 
disappointing  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
that  would  i^ord  a  proper  mund  of  censure  against  that 
officer.-    He  would  do  nothmg  which  would  imply  that 
tbe  House  had  hearkened  to  such  an  accusation,  until  an 
opportunity  had  been  given  to  the  Secretary  for  making 
bis  defence.     He  did  not  stand  here  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  against  the 
charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  but  it  must  strike 
every  friir  and  candid  mind  as  extremely  unjust  to  act 
upon  such  a  charge,  or  upon  any^  argument  that  might  be 
drawn  from  it,  without  first  allowing  the  head  of  the  Navy 
Department  to  explain  the  conduct  which  bad  been  made 
the  ground  of  exception.    He  was  particularly  anxious  to 
hear  what  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  to  say  in  answer 
to  the  charge  made  against  him  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  for  he  had  been  greatly  8urprise<lby  such  an  incul- 


pation. So  far  as  his  knowledge  of  the  course  of  prcv 
ceedin^  in  that  department  went,  it  had  always  been  glad 
to  receive  applications  for  the  appointments  in  cruestioa 
from  the  States  in  the  interior.  There  was  uways  a 
great  abundance  of  such  applications  fr'om  the  Atlantic 
States;  but,  upon  the  rules  by  which  these  appointments 
had  been  distributed,  it' had  bJeen  generally  found  difficult 
to  find  suitable  candidates  who  were  willing  to  receive 
them  from  the  States  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  In 
addition  to  his  wish  to  hear  the  vindication  of  the  Secre- 
tary from  the  censure  of  the  (^ntleman  from  Ohio,  before 
he  received  this  charge  as  the  basis  of  action  in  the  House, 
he  had  another  reason  for  opposing  the  amendment  He 
was  not  satisfied  that  the  limitation  to  the  Executive  pow- 
er, proposed  in  this  instance,  would  be  useful .  He  would 
not  say  but  a  proposition  of  this  nature  might  not  be  put 
in  such  a  shape  that  he  should  vote  for  it;  but  he  would 
say  that  he  could  not  give  h  his  support  in  the  absence  of 
all  information  as  to  its  expediency  and  its  consequences. 
Several  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  this  amendment, 
had  expresslv  disavowed  any  intention  of  reflecting  cen- 
sure upon  tne  head  of  the  Navy  Department;  but  the 
gentleman  fpom  Ohio  [Mr.  Vaitcx]  could  not  make  this 
disavowal.  That  gentleman  had  stated  on  this  floor  a 
distinct  chai-ge  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
through  that  officer,  whose  official  conduct  was  under 
the  control  of  the  President,  had  cast  an  implied  censure 
upon  the  head  of  the  Government.  He  would  not  un- 
dertake to  say  that  the  censure  was  not  well  founded,  for 
he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  fiusts.  But  if  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted  upon  the  arguments  drawn  from 
such  a  char|^  the  House  would  adopt  the  censure  upon 
the  Executive,  implied  by  the  charge.  Before  he  was 
willing  to  give  his  vote  in  affirmance  of  thb  censure,  be 
should  choose  to  hear  what  the  other  party  had  to  say  in 
his  defence. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  he  had  not  censured  the  head  of  the 
Navy  Department,  nor  would  he  disavow  tlie  intention  of 
censuring  that  officer.  He  had  barely  stated  the  facts, 
and  the  Secretary  could  construe  them  as  he  thought  pro- 
per. He  presumed  that  officer  had  g^ood  reasons  for  re- 
fusing to  give  a  midshipman's  warrant  to  a  candidate  from 
Ohio  m  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  united 
delegation  from  that  State.  Whether  this  fact  implied 
censure  or  not,  he  shguld  not  undertake  to  state;  but  it 
was  true. 

Mr.  HOWARD  had  been  able  to  understand  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vahcx^  but 
very  indistinctly.  He  understood  him  as  complaining 
that  the  State  of  Ohio  had  been  denied  her  proportion  of 
the  app(Hntments  of  midshipmen.  He  was  not  the  apolo- 
gist of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy:  that  officer  was  un- 
doubtedly able  to  defend  his  own  conduct.  Within  a 
few  minutes  he  had  looked  a  little  into  what  might  be 
called  the  statistics  of  the  subject,  and  was  satisfied  that 
the  State  of  Ohio  had  received  her  full  share  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  midshipmen.  He  held  in  his  hand  the 
navy  register,  by  which  it  appeared  that  within  two 
years  there  bad  been  one  hundred  and  twenty  midship- 
men appointed.  He  had  not  been  able  to  go  further 
back  in  the  short  period  during  which  he  had  turned  his 
attention  to  the  subject.  According  to  the  representation 
of  Ohio  on  this  floor,  which  has  been  the  usual  ratio  of 
distribution,  that  State  would  be  entitled  to  receive  of 
these  appointments,  made  within  two  years,  eiglit  and  a 
small  fraction.  Now,  it  appears  bv  the  register  that  with- 
in two  years  seven  midshipmen  had  been  actually  ap- 
pointed from  the  State  of  Ohio.  What  had  become  of 
the  eighth  he  was  not  .able  to  say,  but  he  presumed,  if 
opportunity  had  been  given  to  have  traced  tnese  appoint- 
ments further  back,  it  would  sppear  that  this  one  wss 
accounted  for  by  a  previous  appointment.  Mr.  H.  then 
went  into  some  general  remarks  as  to  the  impropriety  of 
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restricting  the  appointment  bv  the  propo9ed  amendment, 
which  were  rery  indistinctly  heard.  He  was  understood 
to  say  that  probably  the  principal  reason  why  so  many 
appointments  had  been  made  in  1831  and  1832,  compared 
with  1830,  was,  that  during  the  two  last  years  ninety-four 
midshipmen  hid  passed  examination,  leaving  vacancies  in 
the  lower  class  to  be  filled  up.  He  regarded  it  as  altoge- 
ther improper  to  adopt  the  proposed  amendment  without 
having  information  upon  the  subject 

Mr.  VANCE  said  the  State  of  Ohio  was  entitled  to 


thirteen  nudshipmen' instead  of  eight,  according  to  the  ^ort.     Under  this  view,  he  should  close  his  remarks,  by 


calculation  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  whose  State 
had  a  great  many  more  than  Ohio  in  proportion  to  her 
population:  without  reckoning  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Maryland  had  neariy  two  to  one  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  would  barely  suggest,  that  besides  the 
disproportionate  increase  of  the  population  of  the  West^ 
ern  States  compared  with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  which 
would  probably  account  for  the  principal  differences  in 
their  present  respective  shares  of  these  officers,  there 
was  another  cause  which  had  probably  operated  in  a 
greater  or  less  deg^e.  Officers  of  the  navy  who  had 
resided  in  the  West  at  the  time  of  their  original  appoint- 
ment, would  naturally  remove  and  establish  their  tamilies 
on  the  seaboard.  It  would  be  a  great  hardship  upon 
those  brave  and  meritorious  men  to  exclude  their  children 
from  all  participation  in  these  appointmentii;  which,  from 
their  early  habits  and  associations,  they  were  so  peculiar. 
ly  calculated  to  fill  to  advantage.  Possibly  some  share  of 
the  inequality  of  distribution,  which  had  occasionally  been 
the  subject  of  complaint,  had  arisen  from  this  source. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  the  discusnon  upon  this  bill 
appeared  to  enlarge  as  it  proceeded;  he  felt  compelled  to 
move  that  it  be  postponed  to  Monday, 

Mr.  BRANCH  said,  rather  than  the  bill  should  be  post- 
poned}  he  would  vote  against  the  amendment.  He  wished 
to  make  a  single  remark  in  explanation  of  his  former 
statement. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  before  the  House 
was  upon  the  postponement  of  the  bill.  Any  remarks 
upon»tl)e  amenament  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  BRANCH  only  wished  to  remark,  in  support  of  his 
statement,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  not  re- 
gud  this  amendment  as  an  imputation  upon  his  courK; 
but,  on  the  otiier  hand,  was  in  favor  of  a  resolution  upon 
the  number  of  midshipmen:  that,  at  the  last  session,  a  bill 
had  been  prepared  under  the  sanction  and  with  the  ex- 
press approbation  of  that  offiicer  for  the  organisation  of 
the  navy,  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  limit  the  number  of 
midshipmen  to  four  hundred.  He  felt  it  proper  to  make 
this  statement  after  the  observations  which  had  been 
made  as  to  the  censure  which  the  amendment  might  imply 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Nav^;  which  was  most  distant 
from  his  intention  in  giving  it  his  support. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment; 
which  was  lost:  Yeas  88,  nays  102. 

Mr.  W  ATMOUQH  again  pressed  his  amendment,  pro- 
viding to  fill  up  the  two  vacancies  which  had  occurred  in 
the  number  of  post  captains,  but  without  success. 

The  remaining  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 
were  then  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  tiiird 
reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

MONDAT,  FXBaVABT  11. 

THE  ENFORCEMENT  BILL. 

A  resolution  moved  yesterday  by  Mr.  BovLDXir,  of 
Virginia,  for  the  printing  of  25,000  extra  copies  of  the 
report  from  the  Judicianr  Committee,  accompanying  the 
bill  reported  by  them  mr  enforcing  the  revenue  laws, 
coming  up  for  consideration. 


Mr.  BELL  (chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee)  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the 
motion.  The  House  had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  sentiments  on  the  subject  treated  of  In  the 
report,  because  no  decision  had  yet  been  had  as  to  an 
'important  measure  recommended  in  the  report  If,  in 
the  meanwhile,  the  House  should  order  the  printing  of 
so  large  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  tne  report,  sud& 
an  act  would  be  considered  by  the  public  as  partly  the 
sanction  of  the  House  in  the  positions  taken  by  the  re- 


moving to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  until  the  House 
shoulff  have  acted  on  the  bill  now  before  it:  after  tint 
time,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  the  measure,  be- 
cause, then,  the  House  woula  be  in  eirenmstaiioe*  to  give 
a  fair  expression  of  opinion. 

Mr.  BELL  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tbo 
table. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Georj;]a,  said  that  he  was  perfecUy 
tndifierent  how  this  q|uestion  should  go,  but  he  had  risen 
to  express  his  surprise  at  the  reason  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  for  opposing  the 
resolution.  Did  the  House  sanction  the  doctrines  con- 
tained in  everv  paper  it  might  order  to  be  printed  ^  He 
remembered  that,  at  the  last  session,  a  report  from  tiie  In- 
dian Committee  (to  which  that  gentleman  had  belonged) 
had  been  made,  and  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  it 
ordered  to  be  printed,  although  the  report  had  y^ry  few 
advocates  on  that  ftoor.  The  only  object  of  passing  such 
orders,  was  to  give  the  public  information.  Twenty-five 
thousand  copies  of  the  President's  proclamation  had  been 
printed  by  order  of  the  House,  y«t  crtrj  body  knew 
that  many  members  of  this  House  were  far  from  approv- 
ing^ of  every  thing  contained  in  it.  So  an  extpa  number 
or  the  message  hi^  been  printed.  Was  that  giving  t)ie 
sanction  of  the  House  to  the  doctrines  of  that  paper?  Mr. 
F.  pi^otested  against  all  such  construction. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that  the  argument  and  the  reasons 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  [Mr.  Bsix,] 
were  the  most  extraordinary  he  had  ever  heard:  and  he 
presumed  that  no  gentleman,  in  iViture,  would  urge  the 
same  against  the  printing  of  any  paper  whatever.  Mr. 
D.  had  voted  to  print  an  extra  number  of  the  late  pro- 
clamation, though  he  did  not,  he  was  sure,  approve  a  sin- 
gle principle  contained  in  it  from  beginning  to  end.  There 
was  another  reason,  however,  which  pnwably  operated 
much  more  strongly  on  the  gentleman. 

If  this  document  should  be  published,  as  proposed,  k 
might  receive  the  approbation  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  the  right  to  decide  upon  its  merits.  He 
desired  the  people  might  see  this  report.  They  were  the 
proper  judges  whether  the  document  was  on  the  proper 
democratic  principles  or  not.  Why  was  the  gentleman 
so  veiv  tenacious?  Mr.  D.  was  not  one  of  those  who 
held  the  doctrine  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  United 
Stotes  resided  in  Congress,  the  Prendent,  and  the  Judici- 
ary. That  House  had  a  master.  The  people,  and  the 
people  alone,  were  the  sovereigns.  Suck  an  objection 
came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  a  gentleman  Who  had 
voted  to  print  35,000  copies  of  the  President's  message. 
Did  the  gentleman  approve  of  all  the  sentiments  in  that 
document?    If  he  did,  Mr.  D.  did  not. 

Mr.  ARNOLD,  of  Tennessee^  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  observed  that  many  gentlemen  who  had 
voted  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage now  opposed  the  printing  of  this  report.  Now  he 
believed  he  could  aatisfy  gentlemen,  yes,  even  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  himself,  (who  was  designated  by 
many  as  «<  a  whole  hog"  nullifier,^  that  there  was  no  need 
of  printing  so  many  copies  of  this  report.  The  gentle- 
man had  very  gravely  reminded  the  House  that  25,000 
copies  had  been  printed,  both  of  the  proclamation  and  the 
message).  btt|  the  gentlemaQ  liad  taken  care  to  ibr|^t  to 
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tell  the  House  that  259OOO  copies  had  been  printed  of 
that  primer  of  nuHification  which  he  held  in  his  hand. 
The  document  contained  41  pag^s  of  what  might  be 
called  Union  documents,  and  71  pages  of  what  were 
clearly  nullification  documents.. 

Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  not  satisfied 
that  71  pages  of  nullification  were  too  light  to  weigh 
down  41  pages  of  Union,  it  was  making  a  confession 
which  certainly  had  not  been  expected.  The  House  was 
now  called  upon  to  print  35,000  copies  jof  this  thing, 
(holding  up  the  report)— and  for  what  purpose?  Did  the 
nullifiers  expect  that  this  production  would  have  more 
effect  than  the  report  of  a  committee  of  twenty-one  of 
the  South  Carolina  Legislature?  than  the  nulliiying  ordi- 
nance? than  the  address  of  the  people  of  South  Caro- 
lina? and  an  the  other  matters  and  things  of  the  same 
kind  in  that  book,  which  contained  the  very  muscle  and 
blood  (if  there  was  any)  of  nullification — papers  drawn  up 
by  the  master  spirits  of  the  nullifiers,  and  embodying  all 
their  high  soul,  and  all  their  mighty  talents?  Mr.  A.  had 
voted  to  send  out  the  messages  of  Governor  Hamilton  and 
CSovernor  Hayne  to  the  South  Carolina  Legislature ;  and 
were  not  these  nullification?  Would  the  genUemsn  get  up 
and  tell  that  House  that  this  petty  farthing  rushlight  must 
be  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  such  documents  as  he  had  named  ? 
Mr.  A.  had  voted  for  all  this  body  of  matters  nullificatory$ 
and  was  it  inconsistent  that  he  should  refuse  to  vote  to 
print  this  tail  of  the  animal?  He  objected  to  it  mainly  on 
the  ground  of  the  expense.  He  could  have  no  objection 
to  its  going  to  the  people.  The  more  they  saw  of  it,  the 
more  they  would  loathe  it;  the  more  heartily  they  would 
depise,  the  more  decidedly  they  would  reprobate  it.  But 
he  did  not,  knowing  this,  want  to  saddle  them  with  the 
expense  of  printing  it.  The  only  reason  for  which  the 
motion  could  have  been  made  was,  that  ^is  document 
was  to  eclipse  the  President.  But  really,  in  the  light  of 
all  the  nullifying  dovcuments  he  held  in  his  hand,  he  doubt- 
ed whether  it  could  be  seen.  He  should  as  soon  think  of 
bringing  a  glowworm  beside  a  patent  lamp)  of  holding 
up  a  candle  to  the  sun. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  observed  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  this  report  would  go  forth  without   the 
sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  in  its  fiivor.     It 
ought  to  be  understood  that,  in  fact,  it  had  the  opinions 
of  but  two  of  the  members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  in 
its  favor.  Mr.  E.  was  not  now  referring  to  what  had  pass- 
ed in  thd  committee;  he  knew  it  was  not  in  order  to  re- 
fer to  that;  he  referred  to  what  had  passed  on  that  floor, 
in  the  face  of  the  House.*  The  minority  of  the  committee 
bad  freely  expressed  tlieir  disapprobation  of  the  bill;  and 
two  of  the  remaining  members  had  said  that  it  did  not 
meet  their  views,  and  tliat  they  had  reserved  themselves 
in  consenting  to  having  it  reported,  that  they  should  not 
thereby  be  committed  to  vote  fur  it;  so  that  it  was  not 
fully  approved  of  by  more  than  two  of  tlic  committee, 
[Mr.  DAKi^Land  Mr.  Coultkb.]    The  report  was  there- 
fore in  support  of  la  bill  which  did  not  even  unite  a  majo- 
rity   of  the  very  committee  that  reported  it.     Mr.  E.. 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  for  printing  upon  the  table; 
but  consented  to  withdraw  the  motion,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  STEWART,  who  said  that  he  had  voted  to  print 
the  nullifying  documents,  for  the  reasons  already  stated 
by  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mn  Arhold,]  but  he 
should  vote  a^inst  the  present  proposition,  because  it 
would  be  received,  should  it  prevail,  as  an  expression  of 
the    sentiments  of  the  House  in  favor  of  nuUification, 
-whereas  he  did  not  believe  there  were  ten  gentlemen  on 
that  floor  who,  should  the  distinct  question  be  put  on 
sanctioning  thase  doctrines,  as  professed  by  South  Caro- 
lina,   would  record  their  names  in  favor  of  them.     He 
ventured  this  opinion,  there,  in  his  place;  and  if  gentle- 
nicn  doubted  its  correctness,  let  them  test  it  by  yeas  and 
nays:  he  doubted  if  more  than  six  members  could  be 


found  who  would  vote  ay.  Now,  this  report  did.  virtu- 
ally, contain  the  doctrine  of  nullification.  He  would  read 
a  clause  to  show  this. 

[Here  Mr.  8.  was  called  to  order  by  Hr.  Bill;  but  the 
Chaib  decided  that  the  motion  to  print  opened  the  whole 
subject] 

Mr.  S.  then  read  the  following  ckuse: 

*<  When,  therefore,  a  law  is  made  by  the  Government 
so  oppressive  and  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple or  one  these  States,  as  to  determine  them  to  resist  it 
at  every  hazard,  it  is  evidence  of  the  justice  of  their  com- 
plaints, which  should  not  be  disregarded;  and  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Legislature,  instead  of  devising  ri- 
gorous means  to  enforce  it,  to  modify  the  obnoxious 
la 
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Was  not  this  nullification,  in  all  its  length  and  breadtli? 
If  not,  what  was  it?  A  State  was 'to  be  the  judge  of  the 
law,  and  if  she  determined  to  resist  it,  tliat  was  to  be 
taken  as  evidence  of  its  injustice,  and  so  the  Government 
was  bound  further  to  modiiy  the  law !  t.  e,  to  knuckle  and 
submit.  Mr.  S.  never  would  vote  to  sanction  in  any  way 
such  doctrine  as  this.  Moreover,  the  report  declared 
that  tlie  P]*esident  had  recommended  the  House  to  pass  a 
law  authorizing  him  to  exercise  unconstitutional  powers: 
t.  f.  the  President  had  advised  Cong^ss  to  violate  the 
constitution.  This  he  denied.  The  President  had  dono 
no  such  thing;  and  Mr.  S.  would  not  send  out  any  such 
assertion.  And  further,  the  report  declared  that  the 
proper  remedy  for  nullification  was  to  repeal  the  tariff: 
to  pass  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  >Ir.  S.  was  against  this,  and  therefore  against  the 
resolution  in  ioto.    He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  COULTER  said  that  it  was  a  matter  of  perfect  in- 
difference to  him  whether  the  resolution  should  or  should 
not  be  adopted.  .Indeed,  so  far  as  his  own  views  and 
feelings  were  concerned,  he  had  rather  it  had  not  been 
introduced.  The  report  (such  as  it  was)  was  within  so 
convenient  a  compass  that  it  could  reach,  through  the 
papers,  tlie  public  ear,  and  the  public  mind.  ^  If  that  pub- 
lic should  approve  of  the  doctrines  it  contained,  if  they 
should  give  the  report  their  sanction,  then  no  matter  what 
might  be  the  jibes  and  jeers  to  which  it  might  be  exposed 
within  these  walls,  the  public  voice  would  give  it  a  weight 
and  a  force  that  would  make  it  tell.  But  if  the  public 
should  not  approve  it,  then  no  sanction  which  that  House 
could  affix  to  the  paper,  could  give  it  the  smallest  effect: 
nor  could  the  high  thoughts  any  gentleman  might  enter- 
tain with  regard  to  the  importance  of  his  own  opinion, 
give  it  the  least  value.  On  account,  however,  of  what 
had  been  said  in  relation  to  this  document,  Mr.  C.  would 
ask  leave  to  trouble  the  House  with  some  few  observa- 
tions. 

The  members  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  placed  as 
they  were  upon  that  committee,  not  by  their  own  choice, 
but  by  the  disposition  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
House,  found  themselves  charged  with  duties  of  great 
magnitude  and  very  high  responsibility.  To  the  task  re- 
quired from  tliem  they  had  brought  all  the  talent  they 
could;  they  had  given  the  subject  all  the  consideration 
which  their  time  allowed;  and  tliey  had  exercised  their 
best  judgment  in  deciding  upon  the  manner  of  its  dis- 
charge. The  result  was  before  the  House.  The  com- 
mittee might  regret  that  they  had  not  brought  to  the  duty 
more  wisdom,  (for  the  country  had  reached  a  crisis  which 
demanded  all  tlie  wisdom  it  could  call  to  its  aid,)  more 
knowledge,  and  greater  aptitude  to  make  their  report 
more  acceptable  to  the  House  than  it  appeared  to  be:  but 
they  had  obeyed  the  best  dictates  of  their  judgment;  and 
the  report  they  had  submitted  to  the  House  ought  to 
have  received  the  language  of  courtesy,  or  at  least  of  de- 
cency, from  members  on  that  fioor.  Gentlemen  standing 
safe  in  the  Senate  House,  might  utter  what  contained  nei- 
ther argument,  wit,  nor  even  common  sense:  but  such 
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effotatioiu,  such  epithets^  would  not  be  regarded  by 
ouiersy  though  they  might  be  regputled  as  of  primary  im- 
portance by  those  who  had  uttered  them.  Mr.  C.  could 
not  (aa^t  that  in  the  French  Assembly,  during  the  more 
lurious  periods  of  the  revolution,  any  member  who 
brought  forward  a  proposition  tending  to  peace,  and  cal- 
culated to  tranquillize  the  public  mind  or  reconcile  con- 
flicting opinions,  did  it  at  much  hazard;  the  hazard,  at 
first,  of  aounve  language  from  bullies  and  braofg^docios, 
until  at  length  the  £tnger  was  augmented  by  the  appear- 
ance of  drawn  daggers  in  the  hall  of  legislation,  and  it 
became  common,  because  it  was  indispensable,  that  mem- 
bers should  keep  daggers  in  the  desloi  where  they  sat. 
'  Mr.  C.  said  that  the  humble  duty  devolved  upon  him 
should  be  dischaiged  in  defiance  of  the  vulgarisms  that 
might  be  uttered  in  that  hall,  or  of  any  other  menaces 
that  might  be  resorted  to. 

Now,  as  to  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  report,  so  iiir 
as  it  had  been  attacked  by  anv  thing  like  argument,  he 
should  treat  the  objections  to  it  witli  all  respect.  The 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Ab- 
voLB,}  he  thought,  had  been  already  answered.  No  gen- 
tleman would  be  committed  by  voting  for  the  resolution 
to  orint.  The  practice  of  the  House  had  abundantly 
estaolished  the  eontrary.  The  House  was  conitantly  in 
the  habit  of  printing  reports  on  all  subjects,  and  on  all 
sides  of  every  subject,  provided  the  language  in  which 
they  were  contained  was  decent  and  respectful.  The 
object  of  this  was  to  inform  the  public  of  what  their  re- 
presentatives  were  doing. 

But  his  colleague  [Mr.  Stbwabt]  had  told  the  House 
that  this  paper  contained  the  principles  of  nullification; 
the  very  essence  of  nullification.  Mr.  C.  was  not  to  be 
deterred  from  any  course  he  deemed  rig^t  by  a  mere 
name.  He  was  aware  that  with  some  minds  names  were 
things;  but  it  was  not  so  with  him:  he  looked  at  the 
substance  of  a  measure,  and  was  not  to  be  driven  from 
it  by  the  circumstanae  that  this  man  or  that  man  called 
it  «•  nullification.''  He  should  neither  adopt  nor  forsake 
any  course  of  action  because  it  should  be  called  **  nulli- 
fication,** <<  National  Republicanism,'*  or '^Jacksonism.'* 
But  what  was  the  point  of  the  objection?  The  commit- 
tee had  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  when  a  law  was  so 
oppressive  in  its  effects  that  a  G^reat  section  of  the  coun- 
tr]^  was  resolved  to  resist  it  at  all  hazards,  such  a  fact  was 
evidence  to  a  prudent  Government  that  the  measure  was 
a  mistaken  one,  and  that,  instead  of  enforcing,  they 
ought  to  modify  it.  Mr.  C  considered  this  as  a  just  senti- 
ment It  was  an  opinion  that  had  been  adopted  by  very 
g^eat  men — ^the  light  of  whose  minds  would,  he  trusted, 
shine  upon  the  darkness  of  our  present  prospects,  and 
cheer  the  impending  gloom. 

He  would  recall  the  recollection  of  the  House  to  a  for- 
mer crisis  in  the  history  of  this  country.  He  referred  to 
the  times  of  the  embargo  law.  That  law  had  been  very 
obnoxious  to  a  great  part  of  the  population  of  this  coun- 
try; so  much  so,  that  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  carry 
the  law  into  execution.  The  juries  of  the  country,  yes, 
the  juries,  Twho  were  the  ultimate  legislators  under  our 
system^  refused  to  execute  the  law.  We  had  tlien  at  the 
head  of^  the  Government  a  man  who  possessed  as  much 
civil  greatness  and  statesmanlike  power  of  mind  as  the 
individual  who  now  occupied  the  Executive  chair,  (from 
whose  merits  Mr.  C.  had  no  purpose  to  derogate,)  and 
what  had  been  the  result?  On  representations  being  made 
to  him,  on  which  he  could  rely,  that  the  law  was  veiy  ob- 
noxious to  a  large  part  of  the  country,  had  he  declared 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  repeal  it?  Had  he  declared 
that  it  must  be  enforced?  No.  Like  a  true  patriot,  and 
a  wise  statesman,-  he  had  recommended  to  Congress  that 
the  law  be  repealed.  The  action  stood  applauded,  and 
would  so  stand  forever  on  the  page  of  our  history.  Yet, 
for  this  sentiment,  the  Judiciary  Committee  had  been  cen- 


sured and  condemned  by  the  enlightened  and  lagacaous 
mind  of  his  colleague.  When  that  law  had  been  repeided» 
a  gentleman  distinguished  for  virtue,  for  talent,  for  con- 
sistency, and,  indeed,  for  everv  other  quality  that  added 
dignity  to  the  character  of  a  legislator,  (he  referred  to 
Mr.  Bajrard,  of  Delaware,)  had  advocated  the  repeal, 
and,  in  doing  so,  had  advanced  the  very  same  sentiment 
expressed  in  the  report,  and  had  adorned  it  by  all  the 
beauty  and  richness  of  hit  own  magnificent  mind.  And 
what  was  the  sentiment?  That  when  a  large  section  of 
the  country  believed  that  a  law  was  grinding  them  to  the 
dust,  and  had  remonstrated  for  years  and  years,  both  in  their 
primary  assemblies  and  in  their  Legislature,  if  the  Govern- 
ment should  refuse  to  hearken  to  their  voice,  bo  long,  so 
loudly,  so  deeply  uttered,  then  ours  was  no  longer  a  Go- 
vernment of  opinion,  but  was  at  once  asrimilated  to  the 
despotisms  of  the  old  world;  it  became,  in  Ikct,  the  same 
sort  of  Government  as  was  exercised  by  Russia  over  Po- 
land, or  by  England  over  Ireland.  Gentlemen  were  for 
exercising,  on  the  paK  of  the  United  States,  a  Govern- 
ment like  this,  over  a  free  and  sovereign  State  wliich  had 
been  remonstrating  for  years  against  an  oppressive  and 
intolerable  law.  He  did  not  care  whether  the  resist- 
ance of  such  a  State  should  be  called  nullification,  seces- 
sion, treason,  or  rebdlkm.  Rebellion  was  with  him  a 
sacml  word.  When  rebellion  was  put  down,  ui  the 
overthrow  often  periflhed  honor,  talent,  virtue,  patriotism, 
liberty  itself. 

The  sentiment  in  the  report  was  uttered  modestly. 
Mr.  C.  was  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  utteringf 
it.  He  did  not  set  up  to  be  a  ftesA  man.  His  course  m 
that  House  had,  he  trusted,  evmced  no  lofty  pretensions. 
He  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  the  discharge  at  his 
duty  by  hard  names.  He  was  willing  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility which  belonged  to  his  station;  and  for  his  conduct 
in  it,  ne  was  prepared  to  answer  to  his  constituents,  to  his 
country,  to  his  own  conscience,  and,  he  did  not  conmder 
the  appeal  too  serious  to  add — ^to  his  God. 

Mr.  C AMBRELENG  regretted  that  any  oppoeltion  had 
been  made  to  the  printing  of  the  report.  He  should 
vote  for  any  printing  which  might  be  deemed  important 
by  gentlemen  on  eimer  side.  He  now  moved  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  would  withdraw 
his  motion,  he  would  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  having  complied, 

Mr.  BELL  resumed,  and  said  that  he  had  not  intended 
to  convey  the  sentiments  attributed  to  him.     He  should 
think  he  had  some  reason  to  eomplain  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Fostkb,]  did  he  not  believe  that  the 
gentleman  had  misapprehended  the  bearing  of  his  re- 
marks.    [Mr.  B.  here  repeated  what  he  had  said.]     The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Dasixl]  had  imputed  to 
him  a  fear  that  the  report  should  be  seen  by  the  people. 
Such  an  imputation  was  highly  unjust.     The  report  had 
already  found  its  way  to  the  public;  but  if,  at  tnia  stage 
of  the  matter,  the  House  should  order  so  large  an  extra 
number  printed,  it  would  convey  an  erroneous  impression. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  last  up  [Mr.CouLTXR] 
seemed  to  consider  the  report  as  merely  opposing  violent 
proceedings  recommended  to  the  House  by  the  President. 
That  was  one  reason  why  leave  should  first  be  allowed, 
for  an  expression  of  sentiment  on  that  subject.     Many 
might  think  the  proceeding  not  violent  at  all— it  could 
not  be  long  before  the  subject  would  be  before  the  House, 
and  when  a  direct  expression  of  sentiment  could  be  given; 
Mr.  B.  would  then  be  in  favor  of  printing  any  number 
of  copies  gentlemen  might  wish:  he  shoidd  not,  however, 
oppose  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped  the  question  would 
be  taken. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  the  orders   of 
the  day,  and 
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The  bill  to  remit  a  fine  to  the. heirs  of  Matthew  Lyon 
came  up  as  the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  DRAPER  having  deliyered  his  sentiments  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill, 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  moved  the  previous  question;  but 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  DRAYTON,  who  moved  that  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  be  postponed  till  Friday  next. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  and 
negatived. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  then  commenced  a  speech  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  had  proceeded  a  short  time,  when 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  observed  that  the  hour  of  one 
had  arrived. 

Whereupon  the  House  passed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  tariff  bill. 

[At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  day,  the  House  resumed 
the  bill  to  refund  M.  Lyon's  fine;  and  afler  it  had  been 
discussed  by  Messrs.  DRAYTON,  CRAIG,  R.  M.  JOHN- 
SON, HAVVES,  PEARCE,  CLAYTON,  MITCHELL, 
and  SUTHERLAND,  it  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading: 
Yeas  77,  nays  63.] 

The  House  having  taken  up 

THE  TARIFF  BILL, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.  EVERETT,  the  words  "made 
of  combed  wool"  were  inserted  af\er  ''yarn,"  in  that  part 
of  the  bill  respecting  woollens. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  now  rose,  and  said  that,  after  a  labo- 
rious discussion  of  five  weeks,  it  had  become  evident  that 
the  bill  could  not  be  put  into  any  shape  that  would  adapt  it 
to  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  House:  and  he  there- 
fore moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  POLK  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  having  been 
called,  it  appeared  that  12  members  were  absent. 

The  call  was  then  suspended,  and  the  question  taken 
on  laying  the  bill  upon  the  Uble,  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows:  Yeas  84,  nays  113. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  tariff  bill  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  observed  that  it  must  be  obvious  that 
tlie  present  bill,  with  all  its  numerous  amendments,  could 
not  be  gotten  through  with  in  time  to  go  to  the  Senate, 
and  he  therefore  moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  bill  continuing  the  act  of  1832  in  force  until  the  2d 
March,  1834,  and  then  to  reduce  the  duties  one-third. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  briefly  explsdned,  and  supported  his 
nnotion  as  going  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Caovernment,  and  at  the  same  time  injuring  as  little  as  pos- 
sible the  interests  of  the  manufacturer. 
Mr.  CRAIG  supported  the  motion. 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE  offered  an  amendment  to  it,  in- 
Btructing  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  continuing  the 
bill  of  1832  to  the  2d  of  March,  1834,  and  thereafter  re- 
ducing the  duties  in  such  manner  that,  by  the  year  1840, 
they  should  have  reached  20  per  cent.,  the  reduction  to 
be  equally  distributed  through  the  intervening  years. 

Mr.  IRVIN  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Duattof's  resolution 
before  it  should  be  stricken  out,  so  as  to  reduce  the  du- 
ties, after  1834,  10  per  cent,  annually,  until  the  revenue 
should  be  reduced  tu  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WAYNE,  after  some  introductory  remarks  as  to 
the  necessity  of  further  consultation,  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  an 
amendment,  reducing  the  duties  5  per  cent,  annually,  un- 
til they  reached  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Watne's  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poaed  until  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  FsBBrAiiT  12. 
THE  ENFORCEMENT  BILL. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Boitldih',  of  Virginia,  as 
modified,  for  the  printmg  of  25,000  extra  copies  of  the 
report  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  accompanying  a  bill 
•*  more  effectually  providing  for  the  execution  of  the 
revenue  laws  in  certain  cases,  and  fop  other  purposes," 
coming  up  for  consideration, 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Georgia,  said  that  his  only  object,  in 
again  addressing  the  House  on  this  motion,  was  to  reply 
to  some  remarks  which  had  been  m&de  by  several  gen- 
tlemen who  had  taken  a  part  in  the  discussion  yesterday. 
He  repeated  his  perfect  indifference  at  the  fate  of  the 
pending  motion.  Whether  the  additional  number  of  the 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  ordered,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bouldik,] 
or  not,  was  a  matter  of  no  concern  with  him.  But  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbll]  com- 
plained yesterday  at  the  aspect  which  he  [Mr.  F.]  had 
given  to  his  [Mr.  B.'s]  argument.  Mr.  F.  certainly  re- 
gretted any  misunderstanding.  He  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  to  oppose  the  motion  to  print,  on 
the  ground  that,  if  the  House  adopted  the  motion,  it  would 
be  giving  its  sanction  to  the  principles  embraced  in  the 
report.  The  gentleman  explains,  and  says  he  only  ar- 
gued that  the  effect  of  acceding  to  this  proposition  might 
be  to  create  the  impression  on  the  public  mind  that  the 
House  acquiesces  in  the  views  and  principles  which  the 
report  contains.  Mr.  F.  accepted  the  explanation,  but 
still  regarded  the  ar^^ument  as  extraordinary.  He  had 
not  supposed  that  it  had  ever  occurred  to  any  man, 
eiUier  in  the  House  or  out  of  it,  that  the  order  of  the 
House  to  print  a  document,  pledged,  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, those  who  voted  for  the  printing,  for  the  correct- 
ness or  support  of  its  doctrines.  We  are  every  day  re- 
ceiving petitions,  resolutions,  and  remonstrances,  of  va- 
rious kinds,  which  were  almost  uniformly  ordered  to  be 
printed;  yet,  did  gentlemen  consider  themselves  as 
having  thus  sanctioned  whatever  was  set  forth  in  these 
papers? 

Mr.  F.  had  yesterday  referred  to  the  able  and  inte- 
resting report  made  three  years  ago,  (and  not  last  year,  as 
erroneously  reported  in  a  morning  paper,)  by  the  Hon. 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  when  at  the  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  On  a  motion  to  print 
10,000  copies  of  it,  some  opposition  was  made,  but  the 
motion  was  carried  by  two  to  one.  And  yet  when  the 
bill,  carrying  out  the  principles  of  the  report,  came  up 
for  consideration,  it  was  passed  by  a  bare  maioritjr;  many 
members  who  voted  for  the  printing,  voted  against  the 
bill. 

But,  Mr.  F.  said,  there  had  been  several  reports  made 
at  the  last  session,  and  the  printing  of  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  copies  ordered  witiiout  opposition;  and  yet  it  did 
not  appear  afterwards  that  the  principles  embraced  in 
them  received  the  sanction  of  the  House.  He  instanced 
the  report  of  the  Hon.  genUeman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  McDuiFiE,]  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.  Had  the  views  and 
recommendations  of  that  report  been  adopted  and  car- 
ried out  by  the  House,  the  agitations  of  the  SouUi  had 
long  since  been  quieted.  But  they  were  denounced  and 
repudiated  in  unmeasured  terms.  At  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod of  the  session  a  report  was  made  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufiictures,  by  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and  on  a  proposition 
to  print  10,000  copies,  not  a  voice  was  raised  against  it. 
Surely  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  did  not  consider 
his  acquiescence  in.^that  proposition  as  authorizing  the 
presumption  that  he  would  support  its  doctrines;  and  if 
tlie  tariff  gentlemen  flattered  themselves  that  they  had 
thus  obtoined  a  pledge,    they  must   have  been  greatly 
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diaappointed  at  the  g^entleinan's  subsequent  eloquent  and 
powerful  speech  against  their  favorite  system.  So  much, 
then,  for  the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  F.  had  a  word  or  two  to  say  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  one  of  his  associates  on  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  [Mr.  Ellsworth.]  That  gentleman 
had  yesterday  attempted,  as  he  bad  heretofore  done  else- 
where as  well  as  here,  to  taunt  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee with  the  differences   of  opinion   which   existed 


it  at  every  hazard,  it  is  evidence  of  the  justice  of  their 
complaints,  which  should  not  be  disregu^ed;  and  it  is 
the  bounden  duty  of  the  Le^slature,  instead  of  devising 
rigorous  means  to  enforce  it,  to  modify  the  obnoxious 
law." 

This,  then,  is  the  clause  which  has  given  so  much  of- 
fence; and  instead  of  urging  any  argument  or  explana- 
tion of  his  own,  Mr.  F.  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
speech  to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Coultsr]  yesterday  adverted,  which  was  de- 


among  them,  as  regards  the  bill  which  had  been  reported,  livered  many  years  ago  by  the  late  lamented  Mr.  Bayard, 
He  afiects  to  doubt  whether  the  report  contains  the  opin-  the  proud  boast  of  the  old  federal  party,  and  one  of  the 


ions  of  a  majority  of  the  committee,  because,  he  says,  a 
majority  of  the  committee  are  not  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  F.  here  repeated  what  he  had  stated  to  the  House 
when  the  bill  was  reported,  that  such  was  the  contrariety 
of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the  committee  as  to 
the  details  of  a  law  to  meet  the  emergency,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  frame  one  that  would  receive  the  sanction  of  a  ma- 
jority.    The  bill  reported  approximated  more  nearlv  to 
it  tlian  any  which  had  been  proposed;  but,  Mr.  F.  bad, 
both  in  committee  and  in  the  House,  reserved  to  him- 
self the  riffht  to  propose  amendments,  and  even  to  vote 
against  it,  if  it  were  not  amended  to  suit  his  views.    The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  GoRDOsr,]  while  assenting 
to  the  report  of  the  bill,  hisd  especially  protested  against 
that  assent  being  construed  into  a  pledge  to  vote  fur  any 
bill  on  the  subject.     But,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  report  is  not 
made  to  sustam  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  but  to  show 
the  reasons  why  the  committee  could  not  adopt  the  re- 
commendations of  the  President.     In  this  respect,  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  well  knew,  and  in  all  fair- 
ness should  have  stated,  that  the  majority  were  entirely 
agreed.     There  was  not  the  slightest  dissent  on  the  part 
of  any  of  them  from  either  the  principles  or  reasoning 
contained  in  the  report.     The  majority  had  treated  their 
associates  who  did  not  concur  with  them,  with  the  utmost 
respect;  and  whilst  they  did  not  ask  any  unusual  courtesy 
from  them,  they  had  a  right  to  expect  common  justice. 
Mr.  F.  repeated,  however,  that  the  majority  were  not  to 
be  affected  by  the  taunts  and  insinuations  which  had  been 
thrown  out,  and  he  had  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  would  Imve  been  satisfied  with  his  previous 
experiment,  and  with  the  notice  which  he  had  then  re- 
ceived, and  that  he  would  not  have  again  attempted  the 
same  game  here. 

But  the  printing  of  this  report  is  resisted,  continued 
Mr.  F.,  on  the  ground  that  it  contains  «*  the  very  es- 
sence of  nullification."  That  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stkwart]  should  have  made  this  disco- 
very, was  a  matter  of  no  surprise.  He  is  so  sensitive  and 
suspicious  with  regard  to  his  favorite  hobby,  the  tariff, 
that  his  imagination  easily  converts  any  and  every  thing 
like  opposition  to  it,  into  this  monster,  nullification,  of 
which  ne  expresses  so  much  horror.  But  Mr.  F.  con- 
fessed his  utter  surprise  to  hear  other  gentlemen  around 
him  expressing  a  similar  opinion.  He  could  say  for  him- 
self, in  perfect  candor,  and  he  hazarded  nothing  in  mak- 
ing a  similar  declaration  for  the  other  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  acted  on  this  occasion,  that  when  the  report 
was  drafted  and  concurred  in,  so  far  from  intending  to 
support  or  justify  the  doctrine  which  is  so  offensive  to 
some  gentlemen,  and  which  has  produced  so  much  ex- 
citement, it  was  not  for  a  moment  conceived  that  the 
most  minute  scruUny,  not  even  the  eye  of  an  Argus, 
could  detect  in  any  clause  of  the  report  any  expression 
which  could  be  tortured  into  such  support  or  justifica- 
tion. Mr.  F.  here  read  the  sentence  which  had  been 
so  strongly,  and,  he  might  add,  strangely,  objected  to,  as 
follows: 

«  When,  therefore,  a  law  is  made  by  the  Government 
so  oppressive  and  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 


purest  patriots,  as  well  as  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments 
of  the  (uy  in  which  he  lived.  This  speech  was  made  in 
favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  embargo  laws,  and  from  it  Mr.  F. 
read  the  following  extract  .- 

«  We  all  know  that  the  opposition  to  the  embargo  in 
the  Eastern  States  is  not  the  opposition  of  a  political  party, 
or  of  a  few  discontented  men,  but  the  resistance  of  the 
people  to  a  measure  which  they  feel  as  oppressive  and 
ruinous.  The  people  of  this  country  are  not  to  be  go- 
verned by  force,  but  by  affection  and  confidence.  It  is 
for  them  we  legislate;  and  if  they  do  not  like  our  laws,  it 
is  our  duty  to  repeU  them.  It  is  madness  to  talk  of  forc- 
ing submission,  when  there  is  general  dissatisfaction." 
Here,  said  Mr.  F.,  are  the  very  sentiments  contained  in 
the  report,  only,  as  Marlow  says  in  the  play,  "  infinitely 
better  expressed;"  and  so  appropriate  were  they  to  the 
present  crisis,  that,  had  this  speech  met  the  eye  of  the 
committee  before  the  report  had  been  drafted,  they  would 
no  doubt  have  adopted  this  extract  instead  of  their  own 
language.  Mr.  F.  hoped,  therefore,  that  while  gentle- 
men were  so  anxiously  endeavoring  to  fix  the  broad  brand 
of  nullification  on  the  majority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
they  would  remember  to  what  peril  they  were  exposing 
the  fame  and  memory  of  the  eminent  and  distinguished 
statesman  to  whom  he  had  just  alluded. 

As  to  the  principles  of  the  report,  'Mr.  F.  said  he 
should  not  now  g^  into  a  defence  of  them.  At  a  proper 
time,  should  it  become  necessary,  he  might  do  so,  and 
felt  no  fears  but  that  he  should  be  able  to  sustain  them. 
For  the  present  he  would  only^say  that,  as  one  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  he  was  perfectly  content  to  bear 
any  responsibility  which  the  report  miglit  involve.  That 
responsibility  he  would  meet  before  his  constituents,  to 
whom  alone  he  acknowledged  himself  accountable  for  his 
conduct  here. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that,  when  he  had  addressed  the 
House  yesterday,  he  had  had  no  opportunity  to  examine 
the  report,  having,  but  a  few  moments  before,  cast  his 
eyes  upon  it  He  knew  not  at  that  time  who  was  the  au- 
thor Of  Uie  report,  nor  did  he  know  that  it  met  the  appro- 
bation of  his  worthy  colleague,  [Mr.  Coulter;]  nor  had 
he  been  aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  bill  had  the  approba- 
tion of  only  two  members  of  the  committee,  who  reported 
it,  viz.  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.DxsiBL,]and 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Coulter.] 

[Here  Mr.  ELLSWORTH  interposed,  and  explained. 
In  what  he  had  said  yesterday,  he  had  not  asserted  that 
the  four  members  of  the  committee  who  had  presented 
the  bill  and  report  to  the  House,  did  not  agree  to  the  re- 
port, but  that  only  two  fully  approved  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut [Mr.  Ellsworth]  liad  been  mistaken  as  to  what 
Mr.  D .  had  said.  AH  the  committee  approved  of  tlie  bill, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  [the  committee  con- 
tains seven  members,]  but  some  thought  tliat  it  did  not 
go  far  enough.] 

Mr.  STEWART  resumed.    He  was  very  sony,  on 
looking  into  the  report,  to  learn  that  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Coulter]  gave  it  his  entire  approbation.     A  revision  of 
this  document  had  only  confirmed  the  impression  he  had 


pie  or  one  of  these  States  as  to  determine  them  to  resist  'before  expressed,  that  it  contained  the  essence  of  nuUift* 
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cation,  the  essence  of  anti-tari£Bsm,  and  the  very  quin- 
tessence of  anti-Jacksonism.  If  the  language  of  that  re- 
port was  true,  the  Prendent  had  not  only  recommended 
to  Congress  to  violate  the  constitution,  but  had  himself 
violateait.  [Here  Mr.  S.  quoted  the  report.]  Now,  if  it 
was  unconstitutional  even  to  recommend  that  the  location 
of  the  custom-house  in  Charleston  should  be  changed,  then 
had  the  President  himself  actualty  violated  the  constitu- 
tion, for  the  custom-house  had  been  removed,  and,  upon 
their  own  principles,  the  committee,  instead  of  a  bill, 
should  have  reported  an  impeachment;  but  he  entirely 
dissented  from  the  doctrine  of  the  report. 

Mr.  McBUFFIE  here  interposed,  and  inquired  of  Mr. 
Stswaxt  whether  he  was  authorized  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  say  that  the  custom-house  at 
Charleston  had  been  removed. 

Mr.  STEWART  replied  that  he  was  not.  He  made 
the  statement  merely  from  what  he  read  in  the  newspa- 
pers, and  it  had  not  been  contradicted. 

With  regard  to  his  coone  in  that  House,  he  was  as  re- 
sponsible as  his  colleague,  both  there  and  elsewhere.  His 
coiieague  seemed  to  think  that  he  attached  too  much  im- 
portance to  names.  Now  Mr.  S .  was  utterly  ignorant  up- 
on what  evidence  his  colleague  had  made  this  assertion. 
Mr.  S.  was  unconscious  of  ever  having  followed  names: 
be  had  followed  principles,  and  principles  only.  The 
gentleman  knew  that  nearly  three-fourtlis  of  the  people  of 
Mr.  S.'s district  were  in  favor  of  an  individual  whom  Mr. 
S.  had  never  supported.  (Seneral  Jackson  had  received, 
at  the  last  election,  a  majority  in  his  district  of  2,600  votes. 
The  gentleman,  he  hoped,  would  not  charge  him  with 
being  at  home  a  Jackson-man,  and  here  an  opponent  of 
Jackson.  He  was  at  home  what  he  was  here.  He  would 
support  General  Jackson's  measures  (as  he  did  this)  when 
he  thought  them  right,  and  oppose  them  when  he  tnought 
them  wrong.  He  entertained  great  respect  for  the  cha- 
racter and  talents  of  his  colleague:  he  made  no  pretension 
to  the  same  sagacity,  or  to  as  enlightened  a  mind  as  that 
^Dtleman  possessed,  but  he  would  not  submit  to  have  it 
imputed  to  him  that  he  attached  too  much  importance  to 
names.  His  course  in  the  House,  and  out  of  it,  was  his 
most  effectual  vindication  from  such  a  charge.  He  was 
governed  by  measures,  and  measures  only. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  of  Vir^nia,  said  he  did  not  approve  of  all 
the  matters  contained  in  the  report,  but  he  was  neverthe- 
less in  favor  of  the  resolution  to  print,  because  he  thought 
it  proper,  at  all  times,  to  give  the  people  information, 
especially  on  a  great  subject  like  this.  It  was  their  right 
to  be  informed.  Mr.  C.'s  constituents  ought  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  revising  the  errors  he  might  commit,  and 
of  puttings  if  they  thought  proper,  another  in  his  place. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  referring  to  the  preciousncss  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded:  Yeas  59. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried;  and 
the  main  question,  on  adopting  the  resolution,  was  agreed 
to:  Yeas  74. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  printing  of  25,000  copies  of 
tlie  bill  and  report. 

FLORIDA  CLAIMS. 

A  bin  for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabitants  of  East  Flori- 
da coming  ap,  as  reported  from  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
with  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  observed  that  the  bill  had 
been  defeated  in  committee  by  a  majority  of  four  or 
five  votes,  owing  to  erroneous  representations,  and  to 
the  committee's  being  unacquainted  with  the  facts  of  the 
case — ^the  chairman  of  the  committee  which  had  report- 
ed the  bill  not  having  been  permitted  to  go  into  the  ex- 
planations which  were  necessary.  As  he  had  no  wish  to 
detain  the  House  at  this  time,  by  going  into  a  discussion 


of  the  bill,  he  would  move  that  the  House  do  not  concur 
in  the  report  of  the  committee,  (recommending  that  the 
enacting  clause  be  stricken  out,)  and,  if  this  motion  should 
prevail,  he  would  immediately  follow  it  up  by  a  motion 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table.  This  would  lay  the  whole 
subject  over  till  next  sesfflon:  but,  if  this  course  should 
be  refused,  he  must  then,  however  reluctantly,  enter  in- 
to a  full  explanation  of  the  facts  on  which  the  claims  of 
his  constituents  were  founded. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  thought  he  could  suggest  a 
better  course.  He  was  opposed  to  having  the  House  re- 
fuse its  concurrence  to  the  committee's  report,  because, 
when  the  bill  should  come  up  hereafter,  that  fact  would 
be  pleaded  with  great  effect  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  did 
not  wish  to  have  a  decision  on  it  at  this  moment;  and,  as 
a  middle  course,  he  would  therefore  move  to  recommit 
the  bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  was  about  to  explain  in  reply  to  the  re- 
mark of  Mr.  Whits,  that  the  bill  had  been  defeated  in 
committee  by  indirect  means;  when 

Mr.  WHITE  interposed,  and  assured  the  gentleman 
that  his  allusion  had  not  been  directed  to  him.  The  bill 
had  been  defeated,  as  Mr.  W.  had  afterwards  learned, 
owing  to  the  statements  of  individuals  behind  him,  insidi- 
ously made  while  he  was  addressing  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  and  insinuating  that  the  claims  provid- 
ed for  in  this  bill  had  been  twice  paid  already. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  here  rose,  and  said— That  remark 
refers  to  me:  and  if  the  Delegate  from  Florida  means  to 
say  that  I  made  any  representations  in  reference  to  this 
bill,  other  than  such  as  I  was  warranted  to  make,  I  say 
that  he  misrepresents  me.  It  is  true  that  I  did  ask  the 
gentleman  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of  1819,  [Mr. 
Adahs,]  whether  any  such  claim  as  that  now  to  be  satis- 
fied had  been  adjusted,  and  that  gentleman  said  that  no 
such  thing  had  been  thought  of.  The  Delegate  had  then 
stated  that  the  claims  settled  by  that  treaty  were  those 
which  arose  in  West,  and  not  in  East  Florida. 

Bfr.  WHITE  si^id  that  it  had  been  stated  to  him,  by  a 
gentleman  who  had  voted  aeainst  the  bill,  that  he  had 
been  told,  on  the  authority  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Adams,]  that  the  claims  in  the  bill  had 
been  twice  paid  already.  Mr.  W.  had  then  inquired  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether  he  had  said 
this,  and  the  gentleman  had  replied  that  he  had  not.  Mr. 
W.  was  then  told  that  it  had  been  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr  Wickliffe]  who  had  said  that  the  claims 
had  been  twice  paid.  There  was  not  the  slightest  shade 
of  truth  in  the  assertion.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  referred  to  the  claim  of  the  Kempers,  in 
another  province. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  it  was  very  true  that  he  had  said 
to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  he  thought  that 
these  claims  had  been  twice  paid;  and  he  had  said  so,  un- 
derstanding this  to  be  tlie  same  claim  as  had  formerly 
been  urged  upon  Congress  by  an  individual  by  the  name 
of  Kemper,  who  appeared  here  as  the  agent  of  indivi- 
duals in  East  or  West  Florida,  and  he  did  not  remember 
which.  But  the  gentleman  from  Florida  had  since  as- 
sured him  that  the  claims  in  this  bill  were  wholly  distinct* 
from  that  which  Kemper  had  urged.  Kemper's  claim 
was  founded  on  something  like  an  insurrection  in  one  of 
the  Floridas,  which  the  United  States  was  charged  bv 
Spain  with  having  improperly  countenanced,  insomucK 
that  a  General  Mathews  and  certain  troops  of  the  United 
States  had  there  been  engaged  in  some  military  opera- 
tions, from  which  the  claimants  had  suffered,  as  they 
alleged,  great  loss  and  injury.  Mr.  A.  had  said  that,  in 
the  treaty  of  1819,  no  claims,  under  the  operations  of  any 
army  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  what  was  usually 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Seminole  war,  were  provide 
ed  for. 

Mr.  MARDIS  said  he  presumed  he  was  one  of  the  in- 
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dividuals  referred  to  by  the  g^entleman  from  Florida,  as 
having*  been  engag^ed  in  an  <<  insidious"  course  in  rela- 
tion to  this  bill.  Mr.  M.  had  been  asked  by  Mr.  W.  why 
he  had  voted  against  the  bill;  and  had  replied  that  it  was 
because  he  had  understood  that  the  claims  had  been 
twice  paid  already.  On  being  pressed  as  to  who  had 
given  him  such  information,  he  had  stated  (as  he  sup- 
posed himself  warranted  to  do,  the  communication  not 
having  been  made  to  him  under  any  seal  of  confidence  or 
secresy)  that  it  was  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 

WlCKLIFPE.] 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  tliat  the  bill  before  the  House  did 
not  contemplate  any  claims  in  West  Florida:  it  was  to 
these  only  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  refer- 
red; but  these  claims  had  not  been  paid  twice,  or  once; 
they  bad  never  been  paid ;  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  their 
justness  had  been  before  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. [Mr.  A.  is  the  chairman  of  that  committee.]  The 
claims  did  not  arise  under  the  treaty  of  1819,  but  rested 
on  other  grounds. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said  he  must  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  to  make  a  short  explanation  in  answer 
to  the  statements  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Adams.]  It  now  appears,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  this  bill  was  lost  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by 
the  misapprehension  of  that  gentleman,  and  the  publicity 
given  to  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wick- 
LiFFE.]  He  stated,  upon  the  highly  respectable  authority 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  these  claims 
had  been  paid,  and  this  passed  around  this  hall  by  a  sort 
of  under-current,  which  is  generally  more  injurious  than 
open  argument.  I  acquit  the  gentleman  of  any  misre- 
presentation; and  yet  this  is  a  remedy  discovered  aAer  the 
patient  is  dead.  The  gentleman  would  have  done  those 
claimants  more  justice  by  stating  from  his  place  what 
he  had  to  say,  where  it  could  have  been  met  and  refuted, 
as  I  am  now  ready  to  expose  it.  I  now  say,  sir,  that 
any  statement,  from  any  quarter,  that  these  claims  have 
ever  been  paid  by  Spain,  or  the  United  States,  is  en- 
tirely destitute  of  any  foundation  in  fact.  I'hey  never 
have  been  paid,  and  I  am  ready  to  prove  it  by  documents 
1  hold  in  my  hands. 

The  insurrection  of  Kemper,  in  West  Florida,  was  in 
that  district  of  country  claimed  to  have  been  ceded  to 
Spain,  by  the  treaty  of  San  Ildefonso  to  France,  and  by 
France  to  the  United  States  in  the  treaty  of  1803,  which 
cession  was  denied  by  both  France  and  Spain.  The  Unit- 
ed States  stimulated  that  insurrection,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  country  avowedly  to  suppress  it.  The  Kem- 
pers  were  paid.  This  was  an  invasion  of  East  Florida  at 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  at  a  moment  vvhen  the  King  of 
Spain  was  in  duresse.  It  was  an  invasion  which  the  gen- 
tleman may  well  say  was  in  pursuance  of  some  secret 
policy  of  the  Government.  It  is  a  part  of  our  history, 
on  which  no  American  who  cherishes  with  pride  the  ho- 
nor of  his  country,  can  recur  to  with  pleasure  or  satisfac- 
tion; and  it  is  better  not  to  remember  much  of  it.  This 
was  an  invasion  of  the  province  of  an  ally,  and  the  military 
occupation  of  the  province  of  a  friendly  Power  for  eigh- 
teen months,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  province.  These  people  have  been  transferred  to 
us,  with  a  solemn  assurance  that  their  losses  were  to  be 
indemnified.  We  are  now  told  that  this  treaty  was  in- 
tended to  indemnify  the  Spanish  inhabitants  for  General 
Jackson's  invasion.  Sir,  1  have  a  great  respect  for  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  l^fassachusetts;  I  know 
he  states  what  he  believes,  and  is  incapable  of  stating  any 
thing  else. 

I  hold  myself  ready  to  prove  by  the  documents,  the 
correspondence,  the  treaty,  and  protocol  of  conference, 
that  these  claims  were  embraced  by  the  treaty;  and  I  will 
prove,  under  the  hand  of  the  gentleman  himself— [Mr. 
W.  was  proceeding  to  read  from  the  treaty,  when  the 


Spbakbh  reminded  him  that,  on  a  motion  to  recommit,  it 
was  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  recommitment  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  that  he  might  do  justice  to  these 
much  injured  people.  It  is  apparent  that  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  bill  was  stricken  out  by  a  lean  vote,  under  a 
misapprehension.  The  House  owes  it  to  itself  to  place 
it  in  the  same  situation,  that  justice  may  be  done.  The 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  ought  to  be  heard,  and  I 
intend  myself  to  be  heard  in  vindication  of  its  provisions. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  he  knew  all 
about  the  claim  of  the  Kempers.  There  were  several  of 
them,  and  they  had  got  into  a  6ght  about  their  claims  to 
a  certain  tract  of  land  in  what  was  then  West  Florida.  In 
consequence,  a  number  of  men  were  raised,  and  Mr.  T. 
was  the  officer  who  had  commanded  them.  They  had 
taken  a  fort  from  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  established 
themselves  in  it.  They  were,  in  fact,  a  third  power. 
They  had  had  a  convention,  and  had  legislated  under  its 
authority,  and  so  the  United  States  had  found  them  when 
it  got  possession  of  the  province.  They  had  delivered 
up  the  fort  to  the  United  States  officers. 

The  question  being  now  put,  the  bill  was  recommitted. 

THE  TARIFF  LAW  OF  1832. 

The  bill  explaining  the  18th  section  of  the  tariff  law  of 
1832,  coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
morning, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mass.,  said  this  was  a  measure  of  con- 
siderable importance,  as  he  would  attempt  to  show,  and 
ought  to  be  acted  upon  definitively,  without  further  delay. 
He  would,  in  what  he  had  to  say,  endeavor  not  t»  repeat 
what  had  been  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  on 
his  right,  [Mr.  Camdbxlefo,]  and  would  correct  the  er- 
roneous, very  erroneous  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from 
the  same  State,  on  his  left,  [Mr.  HorrxAir.]  In  July, 
1832,  Congress  passed  a  law  making  material  reductions 
in  the  revenue,  by  reducing  the  duties  on  many  articles  of 
merchandise,  and  by  authorizing  the  importation  of  others 
free  of  duty.  The  18tli  section  was  inserted  in  this  law  to 
prevent  its  unjust  operation  upon  merchants  who  had  im- 
ported goods  subject  to  the  old  rate  of  duties,  for  it  was 
foreseen,  if  an  article  had  been  charged  with  100  per 
cent,  dut}',  and  was  at  once  let  in  free,  those  who  should 
happen  to  have  it  on  hand  at  the  time  of  the  change  would 
be  great  sufferers.  The  law  of  1832  was  enacted  to  go 
into  operation  on  the  3d  of  Marcii,  1833,  and  the  18th 
section  provides  that  all  persons  holding  goods  in  the  ori- 
ginal package,  whether  imported  before  or  af\er  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Taw,  might  deposite  them  in  the  custom-house 
stores  at  any  time  before  the  3d  of  March,  1833,  and  be 
thereby  entitled  to  receive  from  the  United  States  money, 
or  a  credit,  if  the  duty  bonds  were  not  paid,  equal  to  the 
difference  of  duties  imposed  on  the  merchandise  by  the 
two  acts.  If,  for  example,  said  he,  a  merchant  has  im- 
ported a  cargo  of  pepper,  which  is  now  subject  to  a  heavy 
duty,  and  gives  his  bonds  payable  in  9,  12,  and  18  months, 
he  will,  if  he  deposite  the  pepper  in  the  custom-house 
stores,  be  entitled  to  have  his  bonds  cancelled,  knd,  if  he 
has  paid  any  thing  upon  them,  to  h;^ve  that  rc&torcd,  be- 
cause pepper  is  made  free;  and  this  is  indispensable  to  place 
him  upon  as  favorable  a  footing  as  those  who  import  after 
the  3(1  of  March,  as  he  should  by  and  by  show. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hoffmak]  rises 
here,  and  with  great  gravity  makes  a  significant  inquiry 
of  his  colleague.     He  desires  to  know  what  amount  of 
money  this  will  take  out  of  the  treasur}';  as  if  the  act 
of  1832  was  to  be  interpreted  by  that  rule.     He  con- 
tended,  the  amount,  be  it  more  or  less,  was  wholly  im- 
material; first,  because  we  had  determined,  by  the  law  of 
1832,  that  it  should  be  refunded,  and  it  would  be  to  a 
I  great  extent,  whether  this  explanatory  act  were  passed 
I  or  not,  unless  tlie  18th  section  were  repealed.    And, 
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condly,  becftuse  most  of  the  goods  embraced  by  this  sec- 
tion were  entitled  to  debenture,  and  it  was  past  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  gentleman  to  prevent  the  merchants  from 
exporting  them,  landing  them  in  a  foreign  country,  and 
importing  and  entering  them  a  second  time  under  the 
law  of  1832.  This  he  could  not  do,  unless  he  repealed 
the  debenture  law,  and  he  believed  the  Government  was 
not  quite  ready  for  that.  It  seemed  to  him  that  -  some 
gentlemen  in  the  House  were  horror-struck  lest  the  reve- 
nue laws  should  make  the  treasury  overflow;  but  when- 
ever there  was  money  in  it,  none  sit  so  like  an  incubus 
upon  it.  None  were  so  unwilling  it  should  go  out,  even 
to  satisfy  the  most  just  and  reasonable  claims.  The  gen- 
tleman says,  because  he  thinks  the  sum  will  be  g^at,  he 
would  not  let  it  go  out.  He  [Mr.  D.]  would  tell  him 
what  the  merchants  would  do  when  that  decision  was 
made;  when  you  grow  so  unjust  as  to  deny  to  them  the 
benefit  of  a  law  you  have  passed,  when  you  veto  the  18th 
section,  they  will  export  their  goods  under  the  general 
Jaws  authorizing  it  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the 
time  of  importation,  and  return  them  into  the  country 
again  as  they  have  a  right  to  do,  draw  the  whole  duty  ac- 
cruing under  the  6rst  entry  from  the  treasury,  and  take 
the  credit  allowed  by  law  on  the  second  entry  for  the 
new  duties.  Thus,  the  scheme  of  the  gentleman,  instead 
of  relieving  the  treasury,  would  embarrass  it;  instead  of 
drawing  out  the  difference  of  duties  imposed  by  the  two 
laws,  it  would  draw  out  the  whole  of  tlie  old  duty,  and 
defer  the  payment  of  the  new  the  usual  term  of  credit  al- 
lowed by  law. 

This  would  be  tlie  effect  of  attempting  to  evade  your 
own  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  injunng,  and  he  de- 
clared he  had  almost  said  defrauding,  your  citizens.  You 
would  subject  the  holders  of  these  goods  to  very  heavy 
and  needless  expense  in  freight  and  charges,  and  very 
obviously  embarrass  the  treasury.  He  hoped  by  this 
time  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  convinced  that 
little  benefit  would  arise  in  any  way  from  attempting  to 
embarrass  the  merchants  whose  goods  are  entitled  to  de- 
benture. 

[Here  the  time  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  other 
business  arrived,  and  this  bill  was  deferred  until  the  next 
day,  when  the  subject  was  again  brought  before  the  House, 
and  Mr.  D.  resumed  his  argument.] 

He  said  he  had,  when  up  before,  disposed  of  that  part 
of  the  subject  which  related  to  goods  entitled  to  deben- 
ture. It  was  now  necessary  to  state  w^hy  there  was  any 
cause  whatever  for  legislation.  This  he  would  do  in  a 
few  minutes.  The  18th  section  of  the  act  of  1832  was 
perhaps  a  little  ambiguous  in  its  ph^aseolop;>^  Yet,  on 
reading  it  over,  the  mind  cannot  by  any  fair  inference,  he 
thought,  arrive  satisfactorily  at  but  one  conclusion. 

1.  It  allows  goods  imported  before,  as  well  as  those  im- 
ported after  its  passage,  to  be  stored  for  the  return  of 
duty. 

2.  "And  if  the  duties,  or  any  part  thereof,  on  the  ar- 
ticles deposited  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  paid  pre- 
vious to  the  said  third  day  of  March,  the  amount  so  paid 
shall  be  refunded." 

Is  it  not  clear,  said  he,  that  g^ods  imported  before  the 
passage  of  the  law  are  as  well  provided  for  as  those  im- 
ported after? 

Is  it  not  equally  clear  that  those  on  which  all  the  duties 
were  paid  were  as  well  provided  for,  as  clearly  embraced 
by  the  bill,  as  those  under  bond? 

fie  said  it  seemed  to  him  these  positions  were  unde- 
niable; but  if  the  language  of  the  section  needed  extra- 
neous support  to  give  to  it  meaninc^,  then  he  asked  the 
g-entlemen  of  this  House  what  they  meant  when  they 
voted  for  it.  They  intended  to  return  duties  to  some- 
body— who  was  it?  The  act  says,  to  all  who  held  the 
goo<ls  in  the  original  package — and  did  we  mean  to  make 
uivldious  discrlmiixations^    Did  we  intend  that  one  man 


who  held  goods  in  the  original  package  should  have  the 
benefit  of  it,  and  another  should  not?  lie  would  say  for 
one  that  he  did  not  so  understand  the  matter;  he  had  no 
such  purpose,  but  meant  to  measure  out  justice  to  all  alike. 

Yet  it  is  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
crossing  these  obvious  views  that  calls  for  this  legislation. 
The  act  of  1832  gives  him  power  to  make  rules  and  re- 
gulations for  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  it  seemed  to  him 
the  Secretary  had,  under  this  provision,  exercised  power 
enough  to  almost  nullify  the  act. 

He  had,  in  the  first  place,  decided  tl)at  none  but  the 
original  importers  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  act. 
Yet  the  act  says  the  goods  may  be  deposited  under  the 
bond  of  the  importer  or  owner.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
the  word  owner?  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  were  put  to 
choose  a  word  from  the  English  language,  by  which  you 
would  convey  distinctly  the  meaning  that  the  proprietor 
of  the  goods  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  law,  what 
word  would  so  aptly,  so  explicitly  convey  tlie  exact 
meaning  as  owner?  None;  none  can  be  found  so  appro- 
priate, and  yet  the  Secretary  makes  it  mean  nothing,  or 
gives  to  it  an  unheard  of  definition,  making  it  synonymous 
with  importer. 

What  is  the  effect  of  such  a  decision?  It  lets  the  im- 
porter into  the  benefit  of  the  act,  but  shuts  out  all  other 
owners.  The  consequence  is,  that  if  A  imports  a  cargo 
of  pepper,  and  sells  one-half  to  B,  A  can  place  his  in  the 
custom-house,  and  bring  it  into  the  market  without  pay- 
ing a  cent  of  duty,  while  D  must  pay  the  whole  duty, 
which  is,  he  thought,  100  per  cent,  or  more,  and  then 
sell  his  goods  for  the  same  that  A  does,  though  they  are 
in  exactly  the  same  condition  as  A's.  Did  this  House,  he 
said,  ever  imagine  it  had  or  could  give  its  sanction  to  a 
law,  with  such  unjust  and  absurd  provisions  as  this?  On 
what  principle  can  such  a  decision  be  sustained?  It  ought 
certainly  to  have  the  clear  and  decisive  provisions  of  Jaw 
in  its  favor.  Nothing  else  can  justify  it.  Such  partiality 
and  favoritism,  if  sanctioned  by  this  House,  should  appear 
to  be  sustained  by  very  unequivocal  language.  Yet,  for 
one,  he  could  find  nothing  in  the  act  which  seemed  to 
justify  such  an  inference.  Others  might  see  and  think 
differently:  he  could  only  speak  of  his  own  impressions. 

This  decision,  of  course,  had  created  great  sensation, 
and  well  it  might:  for  no  one  can  pretend,  for  a  moment, 
that  things  should  be  so.  If  the  law  calls  for  such  a  de- 
cision, then  the  law  is  unwise  and  unjust,  and  should  be 
altered  at  once :  for  it  is  a  reproach  to  those  who  made 
it.  If  the  law  is  right,  and  the  decision  is  wrong,  then 
we  are  as  imperatively  urged  to  overrule  that  decision, 
by  an  explanatory  act,  as  the  only  effectual  remedy  for 
the  evil. 

But  this  is  not  all:  the  Secretary  has  decided  further, 
"that  the  rig-ht  conferred  by  that  section  [I8th]  is  to  be 
confined  to  such  goods  as  have  been  heretofore  imported, 
on  which  the  full  amount  of  duties  has  not  been  paid,  and 
such  as  may  hereafter  be  imported."  This  circubr  is 
dated  the  2Qth  of  August.  The  amount  of  this  decision 
is,  that  no  importer  who  did  not,  on  the  20th  of  August, 
1832,  owe  the  United  States  on  his  bonds  for  duties, 
could  have  the  benefit  of  the  act.  The  importer  who 
paid  cash  for  the  duties,  was  denied  the  privilege  of  the 
act,  while  he  who  took  the  term  of  credit  allowed  by 
law,  even  if  it  had  expired,  and  a  balance  was  still  due, 
was  entitled  to  a  return  of  duty. 

Thus,  one  who  made  prompt  payments  in  cash  was 
punished  as  if  he  had  offended  against  the  Government, 
while  he  who  violated  his  contract  by  non-payment  was 
rewarded  as  a  benefactor.  This  decision  could  not  stand; 
it  was  therefore,  on  the  11th  of  September,  modified  so 
that  all  goods  on  which  the  usual  term  of  credit  for  duties 
had  not  expired  before  the  passage  of  the  act  were  de- 
clared to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it,  although  the 

duties  bad  actually  been  paid. 
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These  two  decisions  uprooted  all  the  salutary  provi- 
sions of  the  act.  What  was  intended  to  be  general  was 
made  Bpecia),  favoring  a  few  individuals,  instead  of  bear- 
ing equally  upon  the  public.  The  act  says  not  a  word 
about  the  term  of  credit  allowed  by  law,  and  yet  the  Se- 
cretary says  its  operations  shall  be  limited  to  that  term. 

What  is  the  effect  of  this?  In  the  first  place,  all  who 
own  goods  which  have  been  imported  more  than  eighteen 
months,  the  longest  period  of  credit,  must  be  driven  to 
the  expense  of  exporting  them,  if  they  are  entitled  to 
debenture.  And  those  who  hold  goods  which  have  been 
imported  more  than  tliree  years  are  shoved  entirely  on  one 
side,  and  denied  the  benefit  of  all  participation  m  a  re- 
turn of  duties.  Yet  the  act  provides  as  well  for  all  goods 
imported  before  its  passage  as  afters  ^nd  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  those 
on  which  all  duties  are  paid,  as  for  those  on  which  the 
duties  are  wholly  unpaid,  or  only  paid  in  part.  The  hold- 
ers of  goods  in  the  original  package,  which  have  been  in 
the  country  more  than  three  years,  will  under  any  cir- 
cumstances probably  be  the  ereatest  sufferers.  Such 
goods,  it  is  obvious,  bane  heavily  on  hand;  they  are  not 
saleable,-  Uie  holders  find  them  a  drug;  and  yet  the  Se- 
cretary insists  they  shall  not  have  the  benefit  of  drawback 
in  any  form,  but  shall  sacrifice  out  of  their  own  pockets 
the  difference  of  duties  between  the  old  and  new  law, 
while  he  would  allow  a  more  recent  importer  to  draw  that 
difference  out  of  the  treasury.  Is  there  any  justice, 
any  equity,  any  reason,  in  allowing  this  privilege  to  him 
who  has  a  cargo,  and  denying  it  to  him  who  happens  to 
have  a  single  bale,  merely  because  he  has  not  been  able 
to  sell  that  bale  within  three  years?  He  could  not  be  re- 
conciled, he  said,  to  such  an  administration  of  the  law  as 
this.  It  looked  too  much  like  a  forced  attempt  to  retain 
money  in  the  treasury,  right  or  wrong. 

He  invited  the  attention  of  the  House  to  another  view 
of  the  matter.  The  credits  allowed  by  law  on  duties 
were  unequal.  On  goods  imported  from  beyond  the 
equator  at  nine,  twelve,  and  eighteen  months:  on  goods 
from  Europe  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  months:  on  goods 
from  the  West  Indies  six  and  nine  months.  The  decision 
of  the  Secretary  is,  that  if  the  term  of  credit  had  expired 
before  the  passage  of  the  law,  the  importer  cannot  aepo- 
site  his  goods  for  drawback.  Now  mark  the  effect:  a  car- 
go of  coffee  coming  from  Cuba,  which  is  north  *of  the 
equator,  could  not  be  deposited  for  drawback  if  it  had 
been  in  the  country  nine  months  before  the  passage  of 
the  law,  while  one  brought  fVom  Brazil,  if  it  had  been  in 
the  country  short  of  —  months,  could  be  deposited,  and 
the  whole  duty  drawn  out  of  the  treasury.  Did  any  gen- 
tleman here,  when  he  voted  for  the  law,  suppose  he  was 
authorizing  such  an  odious  distinction?  That  he  was  re- 
lieving the  merchant  trading  to  Brazil,  and  denying  the 
like  privilege  to  him  who  trades  to  Cuba?  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  declare  that  th&  House  was  never  actuated  by 
any  such  motive;  that  it  never  intended  to  give  just  cause 
for  reproaching  it  witli  acting  partially  and  in  the  spirit  of 
favoritism. 

He  said  he  rose  merely  to  lay  before  the  committee 
these  objections  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  Secretary, 
and  to  show  how  necessary  it  was  for  this  House  to  exer- 
cise its  authority  in  giving  a  just  construction  to  its  own 
legislation.  He  would  detam  the  committee  but  a  few 
mmutcs  longer.  These  decisions  had  restrained  the  ope- 
rations of  the  18th  section  of  the  act  of  '32  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  make  the  law  unjust,  inequitable,  and  much  less 
beneficial  than  he  thought  it  was  designed  to  be. 

1.  None  but  importers  were  allowed  the  benefit  of  it. 

2.  And  only  such  of  these  as  had  imported  their  goods 
within  the  time  of  credit  allowed  by  law  at  the  passage  of 
tlie  act. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  complained  loudly  of 
the  injustice;  they  appealed  to  this  House,  and  he  trusted 
they  would  not  appeal  in  viun. 


It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  on  his  right  [Mr. 
Caxbbxlbito]  that  he  should  sustain  an  amendment  to  cut 
off  all  holders  of  goods  not  entitled  to  debenture.  Mr. 
D.  said  he  should  do  no  such  thing;  he  should  make  no 
such  offensive  discrimination,  but  should  consider  the  tra- 
der who  held  one  bale  in  the  original  package  as  much 
entitled  to  the  justice  of  this  Government  as  he  who  held 
a  cargo.  He  could  not  accede  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wickuffx,]  that  because 
a  man  had  but  a  crate  of  ware,  he  was  to  be  shoved  on 
one  side,  as  not  worth  regarding.  He  should  oppose 
such  an  amendment,  though  he  feared,  from  the  support 
it  seemed  to  have,  it  would  be  carried.  The  3d  of  March, 
1833,  was  at  hand;  and  if  any  thing  was  done,  it  should  be 
done  quickly,  that  the  merchants  might  be  able  to  under- 
stand how  to  act. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  disclaimed  all  wish  to  subject  the 
merchants  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  reshipping  and 
bringing  back  their  g^oods,  in  order  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  benefit  which  this  bill  would  secure  to  them.  But 
believing  it  to  be  too  extensive  in  its  range,  he  would 
move  to  amend  it,  by  adding  a  proviso,  declaring  that 
none  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  drawback 
under  this  bill,  who  would  not  have  been  under  the  for- 
mer law. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  concurred  with  the  gentleroaii 
from  Kentucky,  in  thinking  that  the  act  of  last  year  went 
beyond  the  true  line.  He  thouj^ht  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  done  some  injustice  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  whole  difficulty  in  interpreting  this 
eighteenth  section  of  the  bill,  had  grown  out  of  an  amend- 
ment introduced  in  the  Senate  by  a  very  distinguished 
member  of  that  body  from  Kentucky:  the  words  of  the 
bill,  as  it  went  from  this  House,  were,  <*  the  importer  or 
owner:"  the  words  inserted  by  the  Senate  were,  **  any 
person  importing  and  depositing^'  the  goods  in  the  public 
stores.  The  House  had  mtended  to  grant  the  benefit  of 
debenture  to  all,  wheUier  importer  or  not;  die  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  gave  the  bill  a  different  operation; 
and  the  Secretary  had  been  embarrassed  between  the  two 
passages. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the  biU,  [which 
we  have  not  been  able  to  procure.] 

Mr.  DAVIS  was  not  aware  that  he  had  done  any  injus- 
tice to  the  Secretary:  he  had  not  pretended  to  arraign  the 
motives  of  that  officer.  Mr.  D.  entirely  dissented  from 
the  proviso  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentocln^:  it 
went  to  curtail  the  effect  of  the  eighteenth  section  of  the 
bill,  and  restricts  its  benefits  in  an  unjust  manner, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  insisted  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Ci.ir- 
DBELXKo]  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Davis]  had  not  touched  the  material  question  involved  in 
the  bill.  They  seemed  to  consider  it  as  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  merchants  could  get  the  same  benefit  as 
the  bill  conferred,  by  going  to  uie  trouble  of -exporting 
their  goods  and  bringing  them  back  into  the  country. 
Mr.  H.  did  not  deny  this.  But  he  wa&  not  satisfied  that 
other  holders  of  goods  could  get  the  same  advantage  if 
the  goods  held  by  the  mercliants  remained  in  the  coun- 
try, as  they  would  if  the  merchants  should  export  tliem. 
When  gentlemen  told  the  House  that,  if  the  bill  should 
pass,  the  treasury  would  have  to  pay  less  than  if  the 
merchants  reshipped  their  g^ods,  and  bringfing  them  back 
claimed  a  drawback  of  the  whole  duty,  they  were  under 
a  mistake;  because,  if  they  should  be  thus  reshipped* 
they  must  on  their  return  bring  into  the  treasury  just  aa 
much  as  they  would  leave  in  it  should  the  bill  pass. 

The  eighteenth  section  ought,  in  his  opinion,  never  to 
have  been  in  the  act  at  all.  The  Secretarv's  construction 
of  the  law  had  been  justified  by  some  of  the  best  lawyers 
in  the  country.  Besides,  the  partiality  of  which  the  gen-^ 
tleman  complained  would  be  just  as  great  under  this  btU 
as  undier  the  Uw  it  explained.    Why  abould  a  man  wlio 
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owned  an  unbroken  package  of  goods  be  entitled  to  more 
privilege  than  he  who  had  been  obliged  to  open  his  pack- 
age ^  This  was  in  many  cases  indispensable:  it  was  so  in 
many  branches  of  nuinu&cture,  as  well  as  in  the  case  of 
retail  dealers:  ought  the  holders  of  all  the  origpnal  pack- 
ages to  be  benefited  at  the  expense  of  these  less  favored 
individuals?  So  the  bill  would  operate.  Mr.  H.  thought 
the  construction  of  the  Secretary  was  as  wide  as  it  ought 
to  have  been.  Supposing  large  quantities  of  these  goods 
in  the  original  packages  should  be  desti'oyed  by  fire, 
would  the  House  restore  the  duties?  He  believed  former 
decisions  had  been  to  tlie  contrary.  Wherever  the  duty 
was  refunded,  it  was  on  the  principle  that  the  goods  were 
in  the  process  of  consumption.  Another  objection  to  the 
bill  was  the  swearing  that  it  would  occasion.  No  wise 
legislator  would  seek  to  multiply  oaths.  It  was  said  that 
the  merchants  could  avail  themselves  of  the  right  of  ex- 
portation. This  was  very  true:  and  it  was  precisely  what 
Mr.  H.  dosired.  Let  them  take  the  goods  out  of  the 
country:  and  the  sooner  the  better;  he  hoped  they  would 
never  return:  and  if  not,  the  country  would  be  in  so  much 
better  condition.  He  knew  that  there  were  many  who 
would  not  re-export,  but  would  avail  themselves  of  the 
market  at  home.  Mr.  H.  was  as  willing  to  see  prices  go 
down  as  any  individual  in  the  House,  but  he  wished  them 
to  do  so  in  the  natural  course  of  things.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  restriction  proposed  by  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Wick- 
LIF7X.]  Should  this  bill  pass,  it  would  be  considered  as 
settling  the  general  principle  that  whenever  duties  were 
reduced  the  Government  was  to  remit  the  difference  of 
duty.  Petitions  and  remonstrances  would  be  poured  in 
upon  the  House,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  resist 
them.  What  would  be  the  consequence  of  passing  such 
a  bill  and  establishing  such  a  principle?  AH  would  import 
as  much  as  they  possibly  could;  they  would  sell  what  they 
could,  and  for  the  rest  tliey  would  get  the  duty  returned. 
The  bill  would  be  an  invitation  to  glut  the  market  with 
foreign  goods:  it  was  an  invitation  to  the  importers  to  do- 
as  much  injury  as  possible  to  those  who  were  not  favored 
in  the  like  manner,  though  they  were  as  worthy  of  the 
regard  and  protection  of  the  Government  as  themselves. 

Mr.  CRAIG  now  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  The 
yeas  were  56^  nays  36.  No  quorum  having  voted,  it 
was  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  fact: 
another  count  was  had,  when  it  stiU  appearing  that  there 
was  no  quorum. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  that  no 
quorum  was  present. 

The  Sergeant  at  Arms  was  thereupon  despatched  by 
the  S^BAKXA  to  invite  members  from  other  parts  t>f  the 
building. 

A  number  of  members  having  come  in,  and  a:  quorum 
being  present,  the  Speakek  lefl  the  chair,  the  committee 
resumed  its  sitting,  and  Mr.  CKAIG  renewed  his  motion 
for  its  rising. 

The  motion  prevailed:  Yeas  83,  nays  S7» 

The  committee  thereupon  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  that  the  House  now  take  up  the 

TARIFF  BILL.  . 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  resumed  the  con* 
sideration  of  that  bill,  and  the  motion  to  recommit  it  with 
instructions: 

Mr.  DRAYTON  now  modified  the  instructions  he  had 
proposed  as  follows. 

JQe  it  enacted,  &e.  That  from  and  afler  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1834,  the  rates  of  duty  then  payable  by  law  on 
the  following  goods,  ware^  and  merchandise,  to  wit:  on 
wool  and  woollens  of  all  kinds;  on  iron,  or  manufactures 
of  iron  or  steel  of  all  kinds;  on  cotton,  and  manufactures 
of  cotton;  on  hemp,  and  manufactures  of  hemp;  on  sugar 
and  sirup  of  all  kinds;  on  glass  of  all  kinds;  on  leather, 
and  manufactvres  of  leather  of  all  kinds;  on  ready-made 


clothing  of  all  kinds;  on  manufactures  of  wood  of  all 
kinds;  on  manufactures  of  tin,  brass,  copper,  lead,  or 
pewter,  japanned  wares,  gilt  and  plated  wares,  cabinet 
wares,  saddlery,  bridle  bits,  paper  and  paper  hangings, 
hats  of  all  kinds,  side  and  firearms,  muskets,  rifles,  slates 
of  all  kinds,  cotton  bagging,  oil  cloths  of  all  kinds,  brushes 
of  all  kinds,  molasses,  flax,  candles,  cheese,  soap,  beef 
and  pork,  indig^,  gunpowder;  lead^  white  or  red,  dry  or 
g^und  in  oil;  sugar  of  lead,  bar  lead,  shot,  cordage, 
twine  and  packthread  of  all  kinds,  litharge,  corks,  alum, 
copperas,  salt,  coal;  shoes  and  slippers,  and  boots  and 
bootees  of  aU  kinds;  salts,  butter,  glue,  oils  of  all  kinds, 
subject  to  an  ad  valorem  or  specific  duty,  excepting  where 
the  rate  thereof  shall  not  exceed  twenty  per  centum,  shall 
be  reduced  annually  five  per  centum;  and  that  the  rates 
of  duty  on  all  other  articles,  then  liable  to  an  ad  valorem 
rate  of  duty,  shall  be  reduced  annually  ten  per  centum; 
and  on  all  other  articles  subject  to  a  specific  duty,  in  a 
like  proportion,  until  the  nett  amount  of  duty  received 
therefrom  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  which  may  be  re« 
quired  for  the  authorized  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment: Provided,  That  ifthe  nett  amount  of  re  venue  afore- 
said shall  only  be  equal  to,  or  shall  fall  below  such  ex- 
penditures, before  the  rate  of  duty  on  the  articles  herein 
particularly  enumerated  and  described  be  reduced  to  the 
rate  of  twenty  per  centum,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the 
said  annual  reduction  upon  the  articles  enumerated  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  this  section  shall  continue;  and  the  rate  of 
duty  upon  all  other  articles,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  there- 
after annually  increased  in  the  same  proportion,  provided 
such  increase  shall  in  no  instance  exceed  the  rate  of  duty 
payable  thereon  on  the  3d  of  March,  1834:  Aiidprovidedt 
That,  when  any  rate  of  duty  shall  be  less  than  twenty- 
five  per  centum,  such  reduction  only  shall  be  made  as 
will  not  reduce  the, same  below  twenty  per  centum. 

Sec.  2.  Jhtd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  such  in- 
structions to  be  g^ven,  and  to  prescribe  such  rules  and 
regulations,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  this  act  into 
eft'ect. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  said  that,  after  hearing  the  instrac- 
tions  proposed  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Wahdwell,]  he  had  become  convinced  that 
there  were  serious  defects  in  those  which  he  had  himself 
proposed;  and  what  he  now  oflFered  consisted,  in  part,  of 
his  former  motion,  in  paK  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and  in  part  of  original  matter. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  attended  to  the  signs  of 
the  times,  that  the  impulse,  formerly  so  strong  in  favor 
of  a  system  of  high  protection,  had  subsided.  In  1816, 
which  might,  by  way  of  distinction,  be  called  the  era  of 
protection,  the  people  of  the  Union  had  strongly  desired 
the  adoption  and  continuance  of  that  policy.  This  state 
of  the  public  mind  had  continued,  as  was  manifest  from 
the  successive  laws  of  1818,  1824,  and  1828.  In  1830, 
there  had  been  symptoms  of  a  chang^.  An  attempt  had 
been  made,  in  1830,  in  reference  to  the  articles  of  salt 
and  molasses,  to  change  the  policy.  Since  then,  that 
cliange  had  been  g^ingon  without  intermission.  In  many 
of  the  States  where,  formerly,  the  people  were  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  protective  policy,  large  masses  of 
the  inhabitants  were  now  diametrically  opposed  to  it;  and 
two  entire  States  had,  in  this  respect,  changed  their  cha- 
racter. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  friends  of  free  trade  had  pro- 
portionably  increased.  None  could  now  shut  their  eyes 
to  the  fact  that  the  Legislature  was  called  to  prepare  a 
law  adapted  to  this  changed  attitude  of  the  public  mind: 
and  all  the  friends  of  protection  ought  to  combine  in  or- 
der to  save  the  system  from  the  effects  of  too  great  a  re- 
action. The  public  debt  would  soon  have  been  paid,  and 
the  people  never  would  consent  to  have  their  money  taken 
out  of  their  pockets  to  produce  a  surplus  revenue,  to  be* 
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come  a  source  of  perpetual  wrangling  on  that  floor.  Had 
no  revenue  been  raised  beyond  the  actual  wants  of  the 
Government,  the  country  would  never  have  been  agitated 
by  disputes  about  the  tariff. 

Three  great  objects  were  to  be  kept  in  view  when  pass- 
ing a  bill  at  this  time:  1.  To  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government;  2.  To  save  the  interests  of  the 
manufacturers  from  injury  by  a  reduction  too  sudden  and 
violent;  and,  3.  To  equalize  duties. 

Mr.  D.  briefly  remarked  on  each  of  these  objects,  and 
explained  the  instructions  he  now  proposed,  as  going  to 
eii'ect  all  of  them  as  far  as  practicable. 

The  instructions,  thus  modified,  being  before  the  House, 

The  CHAIR  inquired  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wickltffe,]  who  had  proposed  an 
amendment  to  them,  as  presented  yesterday,  still  conti- 
nued his  amendment  to  the  instructions  as  now  modified. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFs  not  being  in  the  House  to  answer, 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  be  presumed  that  tlie  amend- 
ment was  still  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  now  withdrew  the  instructions  he 
had  yesterday  proposed. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  that  every  object  he  had  in  view 
was,  he  knew,  desired  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina; and  if  there  were  any  difference  between  them,  it 
could  only  have  respect  to  the  mode  of  getting  at  the  end 
they  both  had  in  view,  which  was  none  other  than  the 
settlement  of  this  vexed  question  on  the  most  fair  and 
equitable  grounds.  The  time  had  gone  by,  he  was  aware, 
for  the  making  of  tariff  or  anti-tariff  speeches  on  that 
floor;  he  would,  therefore,  offer  but  a  few  words  to  the 
House.  Frequent  asseverations  bad  been  made  by  gen- 
tlemen coming  from  that  part  of  the  country  most  Inte- 
rested in  the  policy  of  protection,  that  they  had  had  no 
distinct  proposition  presented  to  them  to  which  Southern 
gentlemen  were  prepared  to  commit  themselves,  so  that, 
should  they  be  embraced,  the  otliers  might  have  reason- 
able ground  to  expect  that  they  should  not  again  be  in- 
terrupted on  the  ground  of  future  calculations.  Mr.  B. 
had  now  brought  forward  a  proposition  which  he  was 
ready  to  pledge  himself  to  abide  by,  now  and  for  aye. 

Mr.  B.  then  offered  the  following: 

'*  To  recommit,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill — 

*<  1st.  Increasing  the  list  of  free  goods,  as  far  as  that  may 
be  done  without  detriment  to  the  home  producer. 

**  2d.  To  reduce  the  duties  now  called  protecting  duties, 
commencing  on  the  1st  d.iy  of  January  next,  taking  from 
the  rates  of  duty  provided  by  the  act  of  1832  one-eighth 
part  of  the  sum  or  rate  which  the  said  duties  exceed 
twenty  per  cent.,  and  so  proceeding  annually  to  abate 
one-eighth  of  the  original  excess,  so  tiiat  on  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1841,  the  said  protecting  duties  shall  be  twen- 
ty per  cent.,  and  no  more.  And,  in  so  reducing  the  said 
duties,  the  specific  and  square  yard  duties,  provided  by 
the  act  of  18J2,  shall  be  retained,  and  in  that  form  the 
said  duties  to  be  regarded  as  e(|uivalentto  ad  valorem  du- 
ties, bearing  the  same  proportion  to  the  foreign  cost  or 
value  that  the  said  specific  rates  bore  to  the  average  cost 
of  the  articles  to  which  they  apply,  of  the  import  of  1831, 
to  be  annually  reduced,  upon  the  foregX)ing  principles, 
until  the  specific  or  square  yard  duty  allowed  shall  be 
equal  to  twenty  per  cent. 

**3d.  To  guard  against  a  deficiency  of  the  revenue  by 
replacing  moderate  and  rising  duties  on  coffee,  tea, 
wines,  silks,  spices,  jewelry,  and  other  luxuries,  com- 
mencing when  it  appears  probable  that  the  revenue  will 
become  deficient  from  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  pro- 
tecting duties." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  should  greatly  have  preferred  to 
have  ad  valorem  duties  on  all  articles  whatever,  and 
should  have  insisted  on  this,  but  from  conversations  with 
gentlemen  connected  wit!i  the  manufacturing  interests, 
and  who  had  exhibited  something  like  feeling  for  Uie  si- 


tuation of  the  Southern  States,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
save  the  manufacturers  from  severe  injury,  to  substitute 
specific  duties  on  those  articles  now  protected  by  duties 
of  that  kind.  The  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  did  not  embrace  all  the  ground  covered  by  Mr. 
B.'s  proposition,  particularly  that  portion  of  it  which  pro- 
vided, in  case  of  a  deficit  of  revenue,  to  advance  the  du- 
ties on  coffee,  tea,  wines,  silks,  jewelry,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  luxury.  Mr.  B.  consented  that  some  goods  sfaoidd 
be  duty  free;  be  was  willing  that  the  fall  on  the  protecting 
duties  should  be  very  g^dual,  and  that,  in  case  of  need, 
there  should  be  a  corresponding  rise  on  articles  not  pro- 
tected . 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  B.,  though  not  in  order  at  pre- 
sent, was  read  at  the  Clerk*s  table. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Wickliffs's  amendment, 
viz.  to  amend  the  instructions  proposed  by  Mr.  Deittok, 
by  striking  out  all  afler  the  words  *•  report  a  bill,"  and  in- 
serting as  follows: 

<*  To  modify  the  existing  laws  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports, as  follows: 

«The  act  of  July  14,  1832,  to  be  taken  as  the  basis, 
and  that  the  duties  be  so  reduced,  that,  by  the  4th  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  184-0,  the  amount  of  duty  imposed 
upon  imported  articles  shall  be  reduced  to  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  per  centum,  and  that  the  reduction  be 
apportioned  on  the  respective  years  between  the  3d  of 
March,  1833,  and  said  4th  of  March,  1840,  inclusive,  in 
equal  proportions.** 

Mr.  ARNOLD  inquired  whether  the  question  was  not 
divisible.  He  wanted  to  ascertain  whether  the  House  was 
willing  that,  after  weeks  of  laborious  discussion,  the  bill 
sliould  be  sent  back  to  the  committee  from  which  it  came. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  question  was  divisible, 
but  nothing  would  be  gained  by  dividing  it,  as,  if  the 
House  agreed  to  recommit,  instructions  could  immedi- 
ately be  offered,  and,  if  they  refused,  no  instructions  would 
take  effect. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  OHIO,  now  gave  notice  that  he  should 
offer  the  following  draught  as  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee: 

Be  it  enadedt  &e.  That  the  duties  now  required  by  law 
to  be  paid  upon  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  on  and  afler  the  4th  day  of 
March  next  shall  be  reduced  twenty-five  cents  on  every 
dollar  of  such  duty,  by  five  annual  reductions,  of  five 
cents  in  the  dollar  for  five  successive  years;  the  first  of 
said  reductions  of  five  cents  to  take  place  on  the  oth  day 
of  Marce,  1834,  and  the  like  reduction  of  five  cents  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  of  each  succeeding  four  years.  And 
if  the  revenue  then  shall  exceed  the  sum  ot  tifleen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  then  the  same  grade  of  reduction  shall  be 
continued  until  the  revenue  be  reduced  to  tliatsum." 

Mr.  IRVIN  said  that  he  could  not  give  his  assent  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  WicKLiFFE,]  because  it  commenced  on  tlie  protected 
articles  only,  and  lefl  the  others  as  under  the  law  of  1832; 
this  was  doing  injury  without  any  compensating  good. 
The  plan  Mr.  I.  proposed  had  a  different  basis;  it  pre- 
sumed that  in  a  bill  so  fully  considered  and  matured  as 
that  of  the  last  session,  the  scale  of  duties  was  justly  ar- 
ranged as  to  the  comparative  protection  on  different  arti- 
cles: he  wished  to  preserve  the  proportion  then  fixed, 
and  to  reduce  the  whole  on  articles  protected  and  unpro- 
tected, at  the  same  rate.     He  was  in  favor  of  reduction; 
but  of  reduction  so  conducted  that  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest should  suffer  as  little  as  possible.     He  wished  to 
protect  the  North  and  to  satisfy  the  Soutli,  so  far  as  the 
two  purposes  could  be  unitedly  effected.     He  was  one  of 
those  who  held  that  the  consumer  paid  the  duty;  and  If 
so,  what  matter  was  it  on  what  articles  the  revenue  was 
collected,  provided  they  were  articles  in  general  use. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  observed  that  there  was  a  radical 
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defect  in  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
He  was  never  willing,  where  the  rate  of  duty  admitted  of 
being  specifically  fixed,  of  leaving  it  unsettled.     He  was 
much  pleased  with  the  proposals  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Dbattox,]  and  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Ward  WELL.]    If  carefully  regulated,  he  thought  either 
of  those  schemes  might  be  made  to  meet  the  approbation 
of  a  majority  of  the  House.     Much  as  he  was  opposed  to 
the  policy  of  protection,  he  was  for  graduating  the  re- 
duction of  duties  on  a  scale  as  moderate  as  possible.    Mr. 
C.  never  had  believed  that  the  bill  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  could  have  been  acceptable  without 
great  modification.     It  would  have  produced  a  rush  of 
importation  that  could  not  but  have  been  attended  with 
the  most  injurious  effects.     The  provisions  of  that  bill, 
especially  as  regarded  the  article  of  spirits,  must  have 
producea  a  scene  of  speculation  altogether  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  this  country.    He  knew  that  all  proposi- 
tions coming  from  those  who  thought  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  free  trade  would  be  received  with  great  jealousy 
by  the  friends  of  protection;  and  therefore  be  had  made 
none.     He  approved  the  principles  of  the  two  proposi- 
tions he  had  referred  to.     He  could  not  consent,  how- 
ever, to  go  as  far  as  to  1841:  he  thought  the  object  could 
be  accomplished  short  of  that  date  by  a  semi-annual  re- 
duction of  two  and  a  half  per  cent.     He  would  not,  how- 
ever, have  this  take  place  at  the  two  periods  of  business, 
in  the  spring  and  fall,  but  at  midsummer  and  in  midwinter: 
and  if  there  should  be  any  deficit  in  the  revenue,  there 
was  the  whole  circle  of  non-protected  articles,  on  which 
the  duties  could  either  be  raised  or  diminished  as  circum- 
stances should  require.    It  was  not  their  duty  to  per- 
form the  task  which  belonged  to  a  future  Congress.     He 
was  willing  to  meet  the  question  on  the  ground  upon 
which  it  had  been  put  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wicklif»b,]  and  the  gentle- 
man  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wabdwell.]     He'liked  their 
proposition,  but  he  wished  the  duties  to  be  fixed,  so  that 
nothing  should  be  left  to  treasury  legislation.    The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  and  himself  did  not  differ  in  prin- 
ciple.    Mr.  C.  entreated  the  friends  of  protection^  for 
their  own  sakes,  to  come  into  this  proposal.     They  were 
now  offered  five,  six,  seven,  and  eight  years  as  the  period 
to  which  reduction  was  to  extend.     And  they  might  rely 
upon  it  as  the  truth,  that  better  terms  were  offered  to 
them  now  than  they  would  be  able  to  obtain  next  year. 
While  Mr.  C.  wished  for  a  bill  on  this  principle,  it  was 
obvious  that  no  such  bill  could  be  framed  by  discussions 
in   that  House.    Its  details  could  nowhere  be  arranged 
but  in  a  committee. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  that,  before  he  proceeded  to  give  an 
explanation  of  the  proposition  which  had  been  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Dbattoit,]  he 
should  he  glad  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Caxbbeleho]  would  tell  the  House  in  what  respects  that 
proposition  differed  from  the  plan  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wabdwbi.1..]  The  gentle- 
man had  said  that  he  agreed  to  the  principle  of  the  pro- 
position, but  not  to  its  details.  The  alteration  which  had 
been  made  in  it  was  in  conformity  to  the  policy  of  reduc- 
ing* the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  Mr. 
W.  then  went  into  an  explanation  in  detail  of  the  several 
features  of  Mr.  Dbattqjv's  plan.  Its  basis  was  the  act  of 
1832)  and  its  object  was  so  to  apportion  the  reduction, 
that  the  manufjLCturers  of  the  country  should  not  be  re- 
duced to  ruin;  and  that  if  the  small  reduction  of  five  per 
cent,  annually  shoiUd  bring  the  revenue  below  the  stand- 
ard he  had  mentioned,  or  should  leave  it  excessive,  tlien 
the  duty  on  the  unprotected  articles  was  to  rise  or  fall 
accordingly.  The  reduction  at  this  rate  must  occupy  at 
least  seven  years.  It  was  impossible  that  in  a  shorter  pe- 
riod the  interests  of  the  manufacturers  should  be  menaced. 
He  knew  that  those  gentlemen  objected  not  only  to  a 
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sudden  reduction,  but  to  any  scheme  which  should  bring 
down  the  revenue  to  twenty  per  cent.  The  plan  now 
offered  did  indeed  ultimately  reach  that  point.  But  if 
gentlemen  would  look  at  the  length  of  time  in  which  this 
was  to  take  place,  they  would  see  no  cause  of  alarm. 
Mr.  W.  askea  whether  it  could  be  wise,  when  they  were 
offered  entire  security  for  seven  years  to  come,  to  put  this 
in  jeopardy,  and  aU  the  intervenmg  protection  together, 
with  the  guaranty  that  the  reduction  should  never  go  be- 
low twenty  per  cent.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Cakbbelevo]  had  said  that  there  was  a  radical  ob- 
jection to  the  scheme,  because  it  left  the  power  of  legisla- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  the  gentleman  could  mean,  or  how  the  plan 
would  have  such  an  effect.  It  referred  to  a  bill  already 
passed,  and  it  fixed  the  ratio  of  reduction.  There  might, 
to  be  sure,  be  a  dispute  as  to  what  amount  of  revenue 
should  be  needed  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
but  on  that  point  Congress  would  be  able  to  judge,  as 
they  liad  an  annual  exposd  of  the  state  of  the  finances, 
furnished,  according  to  law,  from  the  treasury.  He  in- 
vited the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  one  feature  of  this  pro- 
position. The  whole  list  of  articles  now  protected,  the 
duty  on  which  did  not  exceed  twenty  per  cent.,  would  be 
left  untouched,  together  with  all  others  not  enumerated; 
many  of  which  were  such  as  entered  into  the  daily  con- 
sumption of  the  country.  None  of  these  were  to  be  touch- 
ed at  all.  Another  advantage  would  be,  that  when  the  re- 
venue should  fall,  there  would  be  no  reduction  in  the  de- 
crease of  five  per  cent,  annually,  and  the  increase  would 
only  be  on  the  unprotected  articles.  The  general  and 
ultimate  object  aimed  at  was  a  uniform  tariff  of  thirty  per 
cent.  In  those  parts  of  the  country  where  the  great  hos- 
tility to  the  protecting  system  was  grounded  on  its  real  or 
supposed  inequality,  they  of  the  South  would  have  an 
experience  of  six  or  seven  years  to  correct  any  erroneous 
impression  into  which  thev  might  have  fallen,  and  to  con- 
firm such  as  were  founded  in  truth.  It  was  the  earnest 
deaire  of  the  anti-tariff  party  that  this  proposition  tnjgbt 
be  the  beginning  of  some  conciliatory  system;  but  if  it 
was  to  be  embarrassed  by  an  endless  succession  of  amend- 
ments, it  was  very  plain  that  nothing  could  be  done. 
Facts  which  had  transpired  in  the  House  indicated  a  strong 
desire  that  something  should  be  effected.  The  House, 
by  a  very  decisive  vote,  had  refused  to  destroy  the  bill. 
If  any  compromise  could  be  effected  by  givinp^  time,  tho 
opponents  of  protection  were  ready  to  meet  its  friends. 
And,  admitting  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
should  be  permitted  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  proposed,  nobody  would  be  committed.  The 
House  would  not  at  last  be  bound  to  take  the  bill.  The 
impression  seemed  to  be  general,  that  nothing  effectual 
could  be  done  with  the  present  bill.  Why,  then,  refuse 
to  recommit?  Or  why  embarrass  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina?  Would  not  a  bill  on  the 
proposed  basis  be  more  acceptable  than  that  which  the 
committee  had  reported  to  the  House?  The  amend- 
ments tended  only  to  embarrass  the  House.  Mr.  W.  did 
not  mean  to  complain,  but  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicklctfe]  would  re- 
lieve  the  friends  of  cojiQiliation,  by  withdrawing  the 
amendment  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  endeavored  to  watch  the  operation 
of  different  interests  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  in  that 
House,  and  be  perceived  that  there  were  three  distinct 
considerations  which  were  in  operation.  There  was  one 
clais  which  desired  to  continue  a  high  tariff,  which  should 
bring  a  large  surplus  into  the  treasury,  over  and  above 
the  wants  of  Government,  to  be  spent  in  accomplishing 
plansandviews  which  he  would  not  denominate  profligate, 
because  he  was  aware  that  the  friends  of  internal  improve- 
ment could,  and  did  show  too  many  strong  reasons  in 
support  of  their  views  to  justify  any  one  in  applying  to 
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them  harsh  or  disparaging  epithets.    But  the  feelings  He  had  seen  many  strange  things  upon  that  floor-,  bttt,  at 
and  sentiments  of  the  people  of  this  country  never  would  I  an  Jiour  like  this,  to  recommit  the  present  bill  would  oerUin- 
, i_.f___ ,_  xL^  . L -^  —  ly  jjg  iijg  gtmngest  of  all.    He  could  not  believe  that  the 

House  seriously  intended  any  such  thing,  and  he  wished 
the  question  to  come  up,  that  a  dedsion  might  at  once 
be  had  upon  it.     A  bill  had  been  reported  to  the  House 


allow  large  accumulations  in  the  treasuTy,  because  it  was 
against  the  genius  and  principles  of  republican  Govern- 
ment. The  first  principle  of  a  free  Government  was,  that 
when  any  plan  was  proposed,  of  a  public  nature,  the  peo- 
ple should  be  asked  whether  they  were  willing  to  bear 
the  taxation  necessary  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  Why 
should  this  rule  be  now  departed  from?  Mr.  W.  could 
see  no  necessity  for  it.  And  he  was  very  sure  the  people 
would  never  submit  to  it.  There  was  a  second  class  who 
wished  to  get  rid  of  the  public  lands;  while  others  were 
as  much  opposed  to  such  a  project,  and  had  gone  against 
the  bill,  because  such  a  scheme  seemed  to  be  taken  for 
eranted  in  adopting  it;  while  a  third  party  would  vote 
for  no  system  which  had  for  its  basis  an  obligation  on  the 
Government  to  sell  its  bank  stock.  Now,  the  proposition 
advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  avoided 
all  these  several  projects.  It  neither  accumulated  money 
for  internal  improvement,  nor  required  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  nor  contemplated  the  sacrifice  of  the  bank 
stock.  In  the  full  conviction  that,  while  the  proposition 
avoided  all  these  agitating  topics,  it  es^ntiallv  secured  the 
great  interests  of  the  country,  and  the  rignts  of  all  its 
citizens,  Mr.  W.  should  give  it  his  hearty  support. 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  was  evidently  impracticable  for  the 
House  to  anee  upon  the  details  of  any  bill,  the  instruc- 
tions for  which  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
IVays  and  Means.  He  felt  a  deep  anxiety  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  settled,  and  settled  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  Yet  difficulties  seemed  to  accumulate 
on  their  hands,  while  but  a  short  portion  of  the  session 
remained.  In  the  meanwhile  they  were  ^pending  hour 
after  hour,  and  day  after  day,  in  fruitless  effort  to  agree 
upon  details  which  never  could  be  settled  any  where  but 
in  a  committee.  He  thought  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  all  the  amendments,  and  all  the 
Instructions  proposed,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Let  them  look  at  the  whole  ground,  and  after 
havin?  heard  the  four  or  five  weeks'  discussion  which  had 
already  taken  place,  let  them  present  a  bill  such  as  they 
judged  most  likely  to  meet  with  the  approbation  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  He  trusted  that  twenty.four  or 
forty-eight  hours  would  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  this 
object. 

The  CHAIR  said  this  was  not  strictly  in  order,  and  could 
only  be  done  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 
»  Mr.  CARSON  suggested  that  the  bill  might  be  recom- 
mitted with  this  understanding,  without  any  formal  vote. 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  that  if  he  really  desired  the  speedy  action  of 
the  House  on  this  subject,  the  very  best  mode  to  pre- 
vent it  would  be  to  adopt  the  course  he  had  proposed.  A 
new  bill  would  have  to  be  reported  to  the  House.  The 
House  must  then  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  to  consider  it;  and  when  once  the  bill 
got  there,  Heaven  only  could  tell  when  it  would  get  out 
apiin:  not,  he  feared,  during  this  session.  Mr.  W.  not 
wishing  to  contribute  any  thing  to  the  embarrassment  of 
the  House,  would  for  the  present  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. Let  a  vote  be  taken  upon  the  plan  now  before  the 
House,  andif  it  should  be  rejected,  he  would  then  offer 
his  own. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that  the  course  before  the  House  was 
now  easy;  and  he  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  without 
instructions. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  the  motion  not  to  be  in  order, 
as  the  motion  before  the  House  was  to  recommit  with 
instructions. 

Mr.  CARSON  then  demanded  a  division  of  the  question. 
The  SPEAKER  repeated  the  explanation  he  had  be- 
fore given,  as  to  the  effect  of  a  division. 
Mr.  ARNOLD  insisted  upon  a  division  of  the  question. 


on  the  27th  of  December;  the  House  had  gone  into 
committee  upon  it  on  the  glorious  8th  of  January)  they 
had  got  the  bill  out  of  committee  on  the  9th  of  Februaiy* 
and  now,  in  the  midst  of  a  full  gallop,  and  the  calling  of 
yeas  and  nays,  they  had,  all  of  a  sudden,  come  to  a  dead 
halt;  even  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  * 
CixBaiLsire,]  whom  he  supposed  he  was  to  consider  at 
the  head  of  the  great  free  trade  party  of  this  country, 
had  just  put  his  veto  on  the  bill.  What  did  all  this  mean? 
What  had  they  been  doing  the  days  and  weeks  past? 
Had  they  been  at  play  ?  Had  they  been  in  a  grand  frobc  on 
the  people's  money,  and  under  the  people's  eye?  It  would 
seem  so.  He  insisted  on  a  division  of  the  question.  He 
was  opposed  to  recommitting.  He  had  predicted  that 
the  whole  project  would  go  on  tfi/umo,  and  his  prophecy 
was  fast  coming  to  pass.  Really  they  had  got  to  a  pretty 
pass.  That  the  interests  of  this  Union,  of  all  the  thir- 
teen millions  of  people  whom  they  represented,  were  to 
be  committed  into  the  hands  of  two  or  three  political 
jugglers.  Yet  could  any  one  deny  that  it  had  come  to 
this?  What  had  brought  the  House  to  the  dead  halt? 
The  case  was  plain  enough.  Gentlemen  were  afraid  the 
others  would  get  the  start  in  the  glorious  work  of  com- 
promise. He  was  for  no  such  doings.  He  was  not  willing 
that  the  concerns  of  this  country  would  be  arranged  ana 
settled  by  the  conflicting  claims  of  two  or  three  leadine 
men.  They  were  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
not  the  followers  or  tools  of  any  man.  Let  the  House  go 
on  in  the  work  in  which  it  was  engaged,  and  let  the 
people  know,  by  the  records  of  yeas  and  nays,  who  and 
what  they  were. 

Mr.  ISACKS  said  he  should  vote  to  recommit  the  bill 
at  large.  He  was  about  to  proceed,  but  yielded  the  floor 
at  the  request  of 

Kir.  DRAYTON,  who  withdrew  his  motion  for  instruo- 
tions. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  hoped  the  suggestion  he  had 
made  would  not  be  misunderstood.  We  ardently  desired 
to  see  this  question  adjusted;  and  with  the  hope  of  more 
speedily  accomplishing  that  object,  he  had  wished  to  see 
the  bill  'recommitted.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
had  said  that  he  would  not  consent  to  put  the  affairs  of 
the  country  in  the  hands  of  four  or  five  political  jugglers, 
neither  would  Mr.  C,  if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
was  to  be  one  of  them. 

The  CHAIR  called  Mr.  Cabsov  to  order;  no  personal 
allusions  could  be  permitted.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  not  reflected  upon  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Ca- 
rolina had  not  even  been  in  his  thoughts  when  he  was 
speaking  of  the  great  interests  of  this  country;  but  if  the 
gentleman  chose  to  take  any  part  of  what  had  been  said 
to  himself,  he  had  Mr.  A.'s  most  devoted  consent. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  had  considered  the  gentleman  as 
alluding  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  A.  said  he  intended  no  such  reference. 

Mr.  IRVIN  inquired  of  the  Chair  v^heiher  the  with- 
drawal of  Mr.  Drattov's  motion  for  instructions  carried 
with  it  those  which  Mr.  I.  had  offered  as  an  amendment. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  I.  did  not  think  it  was  quite  fair  in  gentlemen  to 
speak  of  those  who  had  offered  amendments  as  "  em- 
barrassing" the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  Had  that  gentleman  any  greater  right  to  propose 
plans  of  action  to  that  House  than  any  other  members  oi) 
that  floor?    If  he  had,  Mr.  L  was  not  aware  of  it»  and  it 
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would  be  c|uite  as  fair  to  accuse  the  ^ntleman  from 
South  Carolina  of  embarraaMne  the  propositions  of  others. 
Mr.  I.  had  had  no  intention  of  embarrassing  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House.  He  had  offered  such  a  proposition  as 
it  was  his  right  and  privilege  to  offer.  He  had  been  mored 
by  the  hand  of  no  political  juggler.  He  knew  of  none 
such  to  whom  the  members  of  that  House  were  subject. 
He  had  proposed  the  instructions  he  had  submitted,  be- 
cause he  had  beliered  their  operation  would  be  better  than 
that  of  those  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina; but,  since  that  ^ntleman's  had  been  withdrawn, 
Mr.  I.  should  submit  his,  in  the  form  of  instructions  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Uyiir]  had  any 
more  reason  to  complain,  if  his  instructions  should  not 
be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  than  other 
gentlemen  had.  The  time  remaining  for  the  action  of 
the  House  was  very  short?  and,  under  the  impression 
that  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make  would  cut  off 
all  amendments,  and  bring  the  House  to  the  simple  ques- 
tion of  recommitment,  he  should  move  the  previous 
question;  but  he  wished  to  know  whether  its  effect 
would  be  what  he  had  mentioned. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  tbe  efTtect  of  the  previous 

Suestion  would  be  to  cutoff  not  only  the  instructions,  but 
le  motion  to  recommit,  together  with  aU  the  amendments 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  to  brinfi" 
back  the  House  to  vote  upon  the  original  bill  as  reported 
f^om  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  tiiat,  if  that  would  be  its  effect,  he 
should  not  move  it  at  that  time. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  said  that  he  presumed,  of  course, 
tliat  the  bill  would  be  committed.  He  wished  to  be  in- 
dulged in  a  few  words  of  explanation,  in  reply  to  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Watits,]  as  to  what  he  had 
said  on  the  subject  of  treasury  legislation.  It  was  a 
principal  feature  in  the  plan  which  that  gentleman  had  so 
warmly  advocated,  that  the  duties  were  to  be  regulated 
according  to  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  and  were  to  go 
up  one  year  and  down  the  next,  according  as  the  trea 
sury  should  be  empty  or  full.  Now,  it  would  be  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  who  would  have  to  decide  whe- 
ther these  duties  were  wanting  or  not,  according  to  his 
own  balance  sheet.  And  he  would,  of  course,  issue  his 
instructions  accordingly.  This  was  what  Mr.  C  had 
meant  by  the  phrase  treasury  legislation. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
that  the  proposition  to  which  his  remarks  applied  was  not 
now  before  the  House.  The  question  now  was  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  [Mr.  Daat- 
Tos^]  to  recommit  the  bill  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  with  the  instructions  moved  by  way  of  amendment, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [lir.  Ibvik.} 

The  question  was  now  pu^  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  Mr.  iBviir's  instructions  were  rejected. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  that  to  recommit  the  bill  with- 
out any  instructions,  would  be  inevitable  death  to  all  hope 
of  legislation  on  the  tariff  by  this  Congress.  Before  so 
g^ve  a  question  was  determined,  he  wanted  a  fuller 
House. 

£A  great  many  members  were  absent  in  the  Senate 
chamber,  where  Mr.  Clay's  bill  was  under  discussion.] 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  be  was  fully  satisfied  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  useless  to  send  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  without  instructions.  The  House  would 
get  no  nearer  to  the  object  it  sought,  and,  in  the  mean- 
while, the  conciliatorjr  disposition  which  seemed  now  so 
happily  to  prevail,  might  be  dissipated.  Mr.  W.  had  all 
confidence  in  that  committee.  But  past  experience  had 
shown  that  they  had  been  very  unfortunate,  since  they 
had  presented  to  the  House  a  bill  which  neither  its  friends 
aor  its  enemies  could  approve.  * 


Mr.^  W.  concluded  by  renewing  the  propoation  for  in- 
structions which  had  been  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Drattoit. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  be  thought  there 
would  be  little  wisdoqi  in  recommitting  the  biU  without 
instructions.  The  House  had  evidently  settled  during 
the  day  a  great  and  embarrassing  question  without  a  vote. 
It  was  suddenly  rendered  obvious  that  a  bill  which  had 
employed  its  anxious  and  laborious  attention  for  five  weeks^ 
a  bill  which  had  been  modelled,  remodelled,  altered, 
amended,  and  most  earnestly  debated,  could  not  pass. 
This  seemed  now  as  plain  as  if  a  majority  of  votes  were 
recorded  against  it;  and  he  must  confess  ne  was  rejoiced 
to  see  this  evidence  of  a  disposition  not  to  throw  over- 
board a  policy  which  had  rendered  the  country  prosper- 
ous and  nappy. 

He  said,  if  he  did  not  mistake  the  course  of  thin^,  the 
question  now  pending  was  more  important  than  it  was 
esteemed  to  be  in  the  House.  Why  should  we  recom- 
mit? What  is  the  object?  Is  it  not  to  have  a  bill  brought 
in  which  will  be  acceptable  to  the  House?  But  how  can 
the  committee  know  or  understand  the  sentiments  of  the 
House  unless  they  are  expressed'  Will  any  one  here  un- 
derUke  to  say  he  understands  well  enough  the  sentiments 
of  a  majority  to  frame  a  bill  in  conformity  with  them?  Is 
the  committee  more  giiled  than  the  rest  of  us?  Have  they 
the  attributes  of  prescience  or  of  omniscience?  If  they 
have,  they  cast  but  a  little  way  into  the  future  when  they 
offered  us  this  bill.  If  the  subject  goes  to  them  without 
instructions,  this  action  upon  it  must  be  only  experimental, 
and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  in  the  end  we  should  find 
ourselves  just  where  we  now  are. 

The  proposition  now  is  to  commit  with  instructions,  and 
he  had  hinted  that  this  was  not  a  matter  for  lig[ht,  hasty, 
or  inconsiderate  decinon.  If  instructions  are  given,  then 
the  committee  merely  frame  a  bill  accordinff  to  those  in* 
structions:  voting,  therefore,  upon  instructions,  is  much 
the  same  as  voting  upon  the  final  passage  of  a  bill,  for  mem- 
bers would  hard^  consider  it  as  indicating  a  consistent, 
wise,  and  manly  course,  to  vote  one  way  upon  instructions^ 
and  anotiier  upon  a  bill  framed  in  conformity  with  those 
instructions.  Instructions  must  be  taken  to  be  the  judg- 
ment, and  the  deliberate  judgment  too,  of  a  majority  of 
Uie  House.  He  therefore  entreated  all  who  wished  to 
act  understandingly  upon  this  matter,  to  commit  themselves 
to  no  instructions  which  they  were  not  willing  should 
take  the  form  of  law.  Mr.  D.  did  not  concur  in  the  in- 
structions first  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, [Mr.  Daattoit,]  and  now  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Wathe.  J  He  never  should  consent  to  any 
project  which  proposed  as  an  ultimate  standard  of  duties 
20  per  cent,  on  all  imports.  For  one,  he  was  very  wil- 
ling his  views  should  be  understood.  He  had  expressed 
his  anxious  desire  for  compromise;  he  had  more  than  once 
announced  his  entire  willingness  to  meet  gentlemen  on 
fair  ground,  and  to  adjust  the  controversy;  he  had  said 
he  would  incur  the  hazard  of  great  sacrifices  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  object,  and  he  still  was  ready  and 
willing  to  do  all  this;  but  there  was  one  thing  he  never 
would  do  until  all  his  views  of  public  policy  were  changed; 
he  would  not  vote  an  abandonment  of  the  rirht  to  pro* 
tect  American  labor;  be  would  not  yield  the  right  to 
countervail  foreign  regulations  which  bear  upon  and  op- 
press the  labor  of  this  country;  and  if  this  was  expected 
as  a  compromise,  it  would  never  be  yielded,  for  it  was  not 
compromise,  but  abject,  unqualified  submission.  He  said 
an  equalization  of  duties,  or  tbe  imposing  the  same  rate  of 
duties  on  all  imports,  be  it  20  per  cent  or  zny  other 
amount,  was  an  abandonment  of  the  right  to  discriniinate 
— ^it  was  tearing  away  the  very  foundations  of  protectioit— > 
it  was  yielding  up  the  feature  of  the  constitution  most 
valuable  to  the  laboring  freeman;  and  whenever  such  a 
doctrine  was  sanctioned  here,  the  labor  of  this  country 
might  consider  itself  as  abandoned  by  ita  o^ni  Government 
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and  lef^  to  grapple  as  it  may  with  the  legislation  of  foreign 
countries;  witn  laws  made  to  oppress  them,  and  to  favor 
their  competitors.  He  would  therefore  sustain  no  bill  in 
which  the  right  of  regulating  foreigfn  trade  so  as  to  protect 
our  own  labor  was  denied.  If  gentlemen  carried  such  a 
proposition,  it  would  not  be  by  his  vote,  and  he  considered 
any  bill  which  looked  to  an  ultimate  equalization  of  duties 
tantamount  to  this. 

He  considered  the  theory  that  duties  ought  to  be  equal 
or  of  the  same  amount  on  all  imports,  as  false  and  un- 
sound,  both   in  finance  and  public  policy.     Yet  such  a 
doctrine  seemed  to  have  crept  into  diflferent  parts  of  the 
House,  and  to  be  treated  with  some  respect,  though  it 
had   not  the  sanction  of  the   experience  of  any  nation 
under  heaven.     The  country  had  arrived  at  a  crisis  in  its 
affairs  when  it  was  necessary  to  diminish  the  revenue,  be- 
cause the  public  debt  was  paid.     It  had  been  reduced 
some  10,000,0.00  dollars,  but  it  was  said  it  must  be  re- 
duced more;  and  the  doctrine  on  one  side  of  the  House 
was,  that,  in  adjusting  it,  we  had  no  right  to  discriminate, 
by  putting  a  higher  duty  on  one  article  of  import  more 
than  on  another,  but  the  duty  must  all  be  alike.     It  was 
against  this  doctrine,  which  was  full  of  evil,  that  he  pro. 
tested.     The  avowed  object,  in  passing  the  present  bill, 
is  to  reduce  the  revenue.     Now,  he  said,  look  at  the  ope- 
ration.    There  is  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  or  thereabouts, 
on  shoes,  boots,  leather,  hats,  cabinet  ware,  and  a  vast 
number  of  other  articles  made  by  our  mechanics.     From 
these  articles  no  revenue  is  derived,    because  none  or 
next  to  none  are  imported.     The  business  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  a  great  body  of  worthy,  industrious  citizens, 
who  supply  the  demand  of  the  country,  and  furnish  the 
goods  much  cheaper  than  we  should  find  them  if  we  de- 
pended entirely  on  foreign  supply.     If  this  duty  is  re- 
duced to  twenty  per  cent.,  is  it  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
the   revenue?    You   cannot  reduce  nothing:  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  duty  is  not  therefore  reducing  revenue.     But 
it  is  an  experiment,  to  see  if  you  cannot  introduce  the 
foreign  articles,  and  thus  increase  the  revenue,  to  the  in- 
jury of  your  own  labor,  and  fill  the  treasury,  when  you 
profess  to  desire  to  empty  it.     If  gentlemen  are  desirous 
in  assuming  this  as  a  principle,  and  it  produces  an  effect 
exactly  opposite  to  what  is  designed,  it  ought  to  be  aban- 
doned as  absurd. 

If  a  bill  is  brought  in  to  reduce  revenue,  he  wished 
some  reasonable  assurance  that  if  it  became  a  law  it 
would  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  made. 
The  instructions  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
proposed  to  bring  all  duties,  without  discrimination,  to 
twenty  per  cent.,  and  this,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  revenue. 
He  called  on  the  House  to  understand  the  matter  before 
they  voted  upon  it.  It  was  an  insidious  attack  upon  the 
mechanics  and  laborers  of  the  country.  If,  by  running 
the  duties  down,  you  succeed  in  introducing  foreign  hats, 
boots,  shoes,  hoes,  spades,  shovels,  axes,  &c.  then  your 
own  workmen  are  displaced  from  their  business;  the  re- 
venue, which  is  already  too  abundant,  is  increased,  and 
there  must  be  a  further  reduction  of  duties  to  deplete  the 
treasury  again;  and  this  course  will  be  pursued  until  the 
experiment  shtfU  our  workshops  to  foreign  countries. 
This  mode  of  reducing  revenue  is  false,  insidious,  treach- 
erous, and  better  calculated  to  reduce  laborers  to  poverty 
than  to  reduce  the  revenue;  and  he  protested  against  it 
as  a  theory  unsound  in  finance  and  unwise  in  public  policy. 
He  said  he  should  g^ve  his  support  to  no  bill  which  re- 
duced the  duties  to  a  level  of  twenty  per  cent.,  because 
tliat  with  a  foreign  valuation  would  am>rd  no  adequate 
protection;  nor  would  any  measure  which  abandoned  the 
principle  of  discrimination  in  levying  duties  obtain  his 
support,  because  that  would  be  an  abandonment  of  the 
principle  of  protection.  He  would,  therefore,  express  an 
earnest  hope  that  the  House  would  look  with  care  to  this 
new  theory  of  equalization  of  duties,  before  they  give  it 


any  countenance,  either  in  finance  or  as  a  measure  of  pub- 
lic policy.  Whoever  adopts  it  will  find,  by  abandoning* 
discrimination,  he  g^ves  up  the  exercise  of  his  own  under- 
standing, yields  his  country  to  foreign  regulation,  and 
adopts  a  <K>ctrine  that,  both  in  increasing  and  diminishing 
revenue  by  an  increase  or  decrease  of  duties,  will  produce 
a  result  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  is  designed  on  many 
articles  subject  to  duty.  He  would  only  add  one  word: 
Is  any  truth  more  obvious  to  the  minds  of  all  men  than 
that  some  articles  of  taxation  can  and  ought  to  bear  a  hea- 
vier burden  than  others? 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that,  from  some  observations 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  sup- 
posed that  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman  that  if  this 
bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wa>s  and  Means, 
with  instructions,  the  report  of  that  committee  would 
not  necessarily  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  If  such  were  the  fact,  be  cer- 
tainly should  be  in  favor  of  sending  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee with  instructions;  but  he  believed  that  it  made  no 
manner  of  difference  in  that  respect,  whether  this  bill 
went  to  the  committee  with  or  without  instructions.  The 
report  of  that  committee,  under  the  rules  of  this  House, 
would  necessarily  have  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  But  he  said  there 
was  no  good  reason  for  committing  the  bill  at  all;  he 
should  much  prefer  to  have  the  various  amendments  which 
had  been  adopted  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  this 
bill,  read,  considered,  and  disposed  of— either  adopted  or 
rejected;  and  after  the  bill  had  been  gone  through,  then, 
if  any  gentleman  could  propose  some  definite  measure  as 
a  substitute,  it  would  be  in  order  for  its  consideration. 
He  felt  somewhat  astonished  that  any  gentleman  should 
offer  a  resolution  for  the  commitment  of  this  bill  with  in- 
structions, without  having  well  matured  and  well  consider- 
ed those  instructions  in  principle  and  in  detail.  What  pos- 
sible benefit,  he  would  ask,  could  result  by  committing 
this  bill  with  loose  and  indefinite  instructions?  He  great- 
ly preferred,  if  it  was  to  be  again  committed,  that  the 
commitment  should  be  entirely  untrammelled  with  any 
instructions.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would 
have  the  benefit  of  the  discussions  and  the  debates  which 
have  taken  place  upon  the  bill  which  emanated  from  them. 
They  would  have  the  benefit  of  the  propositions  which 
have  been  submitted  in  committee  and  out  of  committee; 
and  they  would  undoubtedly  be  profited  by  those  sug- 
gestions in  their  further  deliberation  upon  the  subject. 
But  he  was  entirely  opposed,  at  this  time,  and  in  this 
House,  now  to  settle  on  the  specific  instruction  to  be  giv- 
en to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  was  aware 
that  there  would  be  left  no  time  for  action;  that  so  much 
time  would  be  unavoidably  occupied  in  fixing  upon  the 
character  of  the  instructions,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  this  House  to  have  sufficient  time  left  for  the  necessa- 
ry action  upon  the  bill  which  might  be  prepared  by  the 
committee,  to  have  it  reach  the  Senate  in  season  to  be 
considered  in  that  branch  of  the  Government.  He,  for 
one,  believed  that  the  vote  of  the  House  yesterday,  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  lay 
this  bill  on  the  table,  gave  the  fullest  evidence  that  there 
was  a  decided  majority  in  favor  of  a  proper  modification 
of  the  tariff  at  the  present  session  of  Congrress.  He  roost 
sincerely  desired  to  have  this  disturbing  question  put  at 
rest,  and  that  at  the  present  time.  Under  all  circumstan- 
ces, he  should  vote  against  committing  the  bill  with  any 
instructions;  and  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  bis  frientfe 
to  send  it  again  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in 
the  belief  that  thej'  could  report  a  bill  which  would  bet- 
ter accord  with  the  public  expectation  and  popular  feel- 
ing, he  would  not  oppose  such  a  reference,  if  the  whole 
subject  can  go  to  the  committee  unembarrassed  with  in- 
structions. 

Mr.  IS ACKS  said  he  regretted  that  the  ^ntleman  ffonrt 
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Georgia  [Mr.  Watks]  had  renewed  the  motion  for  in- 
atructing  the  committee.  He  should  vote  against  it.  And 
he  should  do  so  from  the  desire  that  the  House  might  have 
one  argument  instead  of  having  two.  l*hey  were  the 
clearest  indications,  as  well  from  the  various  amendments 
which  had  been  proposed,  as  from  the  remarks  with 
which  they  had  been  accompanied,  that  the  House  was 
likely  to  spend  quite  as  much  time  in  discussing  what  the 
instructions  should  be,  as  they  had  in  discussing  the  bill; 
and  even  more:  because  the  previous  question  could  not 
be  put,,  without  removing  the  instructions  altogether. 
And  thus  they  were  likely  to  spend  what  little  space  of 
time  remained,  after  learning  who  was  to  be  President, 
and  deciding  who  was  to  be  printer,  without  coming  to 
any  conclusion.  He  was  for  leaving  the  committee  un- 
trammelled. Let  them  give  the  House  a  bill,  and  then  it 
would  have  but  one  argument,  instead  of  two,  and  thereby 
save  just  one-half  the  time. 

Mr.  WILDE  congratulated  the  House,  and  himself,  on 
the  very  sudden  change  which  had  recently  taken  place. 
On  Saturday,  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
M^ns  had  been  invited  to  bring  forward  some  proposi- 
tion of  compromise,  but  had  given  no  response  to  the  call: 
not  from  any  reluctance  in  presenting  their  views,  nor 
from  any  want  of  courtesy,  but  for  a  very  obvious  reason, 
viz.  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  the  subject  itself.  Last  year 
the  House  had  had  a  project  from  the  Secretary  of  the  l*rea- 
sury,  and  then  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  These  had  met  with  no  favor.  Next  came  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  which  was  so 
modified  as  at  length  to  be  not  satisfactory  even  to  the 
gentleman  himself,  who  had  reported  it.  At  the  present 
session,  the  bill  had  been  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  which  seemed  to  be  much  disapprov- 
ed of,  and  was  likely  to  be  more  so  before  the  session  was 
oyer.  Now  there  was  a  proposition  to  recommit,  and, 
thereupon,  a  flood  of  different  projects,  in  the  form  of  in- 
structions, none  of  which,  as  yet,  seemed  to  be  satisfacto- 
ry to  the  House.  He  hoped,  however,  that  one  of  them 
would  be  adopted.  It  should  certainly  receive  his  most 
zealous  support.  What  was  to  be  done ?  Proceeding  in 
this  manner  did  but  waste  time.  It  certainly  would  not 
be  agreeable  to  him,  nor,  as  he  presumed,  to  his  col- 
leagues on  the  committee,  to  be  bound  to  seek  out  among 
all  the  speeches,  and  argum^ents,  and  propositions  of  gen- 
tlemen, what  were  the  actual  sentiments  and  wishes  of 
the  House.  It  was  plainly  impossible  for  the  committee 
to  ascertain  what  the  bill  of  the  House  was;  and  that  for 
a  very  good  reason,  viz.  that  the  House  did  not  seem  ex- 
actly to  know  what  its  own  mind  was.  A  committee  who 
could  discover,  from  such  a  scene  as  was  now  exhibited, 
what  this  House  desired  them  to  do,  mUst  possess  powers 
far  more  extraordinary  than  any  to  which  he  or  his  col- 
league laid  claim. 

But  as  to  the  bill  as  amended,  and  as  it  stood  at  that  mo- 
ment, with  all  its  modifications,  Mr.  W.  did  not  know  that 
he  could  devise  a  bill  more  honestly  intended,  or  that 
would  more  certainly  effect  the  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  whole  country.  He 
earnestly  hoped  that,  by  mutual  sacrifices  of  prejudices 
on  both  sides,  the  House  would  that  day  be  able  to  come 
to  some  satisfactory  conclusion. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  the 
recommitment  of  the  bill,  without  instructions,  would  not 
completely,  and  at  once,  undo  all  that  had  been  done  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  certainly  it  would. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  could  then  readily  conceive  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georp^ia  [Mr.  Wilde]  would  heartily  approve 
of  such  a  proposition.  It  g^t  rid,  by  a  very  summary  pro- 
cess, of  all  the  amendments  wliich  had  been  made  to  his 
bill;  and  returning  it  to  the  committee  in  its  naked  shape, 
they  could  so  model  it  as  to  render  it  more  acceptable. 


and  give  it  a  greater  prospect  of  passing.     There  was  no 
difficulty  of  comprehending  this. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  that  this  House  had  got  itself 
into  a  very  singular  predicament.  They  seemed  unani- 
mously to  have  agreed  that  the  bill  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  was  not  such  as  any  body  could  ap- 
prove. And  it  was  now  proposed  to  send  again  to  the 
same  committee  to  make  another  bill,  that  the  House 
might  g^  over  the  same  ground  again.  And  even  admit- 
ting that  the  instructions  now  proposed  should  be  adopt- 
ed, they  would  be  no  nearer  the  object  they  sought;  for 
if  a  bill  should  be  reported,  as  proposed,  it  would  be  just 
as  liable  to  opposition  and  amendment  as  that  which  the 
committee  had  reported  before.  Mr.  H.,  for  one,  should 
certainly  oppose  it  stoutly.  And  so,  if  any  other  of  the 
plans  of  instruction  should  be  adopted,  they  would  still 
be  in  the  same  situation.  He  entirely  agreed  with  his 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  in  being  very  happy  that  the 
House  had  not  taken  the  bill.  But  where  would  be 
the  use  of  recommitting  it  without  instructions?  It  would 
be  utterly  impossible  for  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  indeed  any  body  else,  to  discover  what  was  the 
will  of  the  House  at  that  moment.  He  hoped  that  the  mo- 
tion to  recommit  with  instructions  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  WAYNE  observed  that  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  seemed  to  have  cre- 
ated a  very  eeneral  impression  that  if  gentlemen  voted  to 
commit  the  bill  with  instructions,  tliey  would  be  commit- 
ted to  sustain  the  bill,  if  reported  accordingly.  Such  was 
not  the  fact.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  for  mstance,  differed  from  all  others  in 
this,  that  the  duties  on  non-protected  articles  were  to  rise 
or  fall  according  to  the  state  of  the  revenue.  Now,  could 
not  a  gentleman  vote  for  the  proposition  as  a  whole,  with- 
out committing  himself  to  sustain  that  particular  feature' 
Certainly  he  could.  He  might  vote  for  it  on  the  general 
principle  that  manufactures  were  to  be  protected  for  se- 
ven years  to  come,  and  that  then  the  revenue  was  to  be 
reduced  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  By  recommit- 
ting the  bill  without  instructions,  time  would  be  lost — and 
time  was  now  all-important — because  the  committee  would 
have  to  inquire,  and  spend  much  time  in  ascertaining 
what  the  will  of  the  House  was.  It  had  been  urged  that 
if  the  committee  reported  a  bill,  it  would  have  to  go  to 
a  Committee  of  tlie  Whole,  where  the  previous  question 
could  not  be  called.  This  was  very  true;  but  what  bet- 
ter off  were  gentlemen  now,  with  numerous  and  conflict- 
ing amendments  before  them,  on  which  the  previous  ques- 
tion could  not  be  called,  without  bringing  them  back  to 
the  original  bill? 

To  recommit  with  instructions  was  no  novel  proceeding, 
and  the  instructions  proposed  contained  more,  much 
more,  than  gentlemen  were  aware  of  It  had  been  offer- 
ed by  the  South  in  good  fiiith,  with  an  honest  endeavor  to 
conciliate,  and  with  the  earnest  hope  that  its  adoption 
would  allay  the  public  discontents.  To  adopt  the  bill  now 
before  the  House,  though  it  might  give  contentment  to  one 
quarter  of  the  Union,  would  raise  rebellion  in  another, 
and  excite  at  the  North  a  feeling  little  short,  in  violence^ 
of  that  which  now  existed  at  the  South.  It  was  in  the 
hope  of  bringing  the  House  to  a  measure  of  effectual  con- 
ciliation that  Mr.  W.  was  thus  earnest.  Was  not  the  pro- 
posal now  offered  better  than  the  bill  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means?  Would  it  not  give  the  manu- 
facturers protection  and  peace  for  seven  years  to  come  ? 
Was  it  not  to  be  preferi'ed  to  doing  nothing?  Was  it  not 
better  than  letting  the  present  discontent  fester  for  nine 
months  longer,  and  be  yet  further  aggravated  by  the  ex- 
citement ofa  presidential  election?  It  was  his  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  House  might  return  here  the  next  session 
with  this  vexing  question  so  effectually  settled,  that  no 
political  aspirant  should  be  able  to  vault  into  power  by  a 
succeaiful  settlement  of  it.    But  if  things  should  be  suf- 
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fered  to  remain  u  they  were,  the  protective  ayitem  would 
be  in  imminent  danger.  Its  danger  would  increase  every 
dayi  and  it  would  probably  fall— and  fall*  not  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  South,  but  to  the  agitation  and  discontent 
of  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  was  happy  to  perceive  that 
nothing  was  to  be  done  that  nifht.  To-morrow,  he  be- 
lieved, was  the  day  appointed  for  counting  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President.  He  would  therefore  move 
that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  till  the 
day  after. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  subject  must  of  course  lie  over. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

WXSKSSDAT,  FbBBUABT  13. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
reported  the  following  bill: 

jiN  ACT  (ttUhorizing  theioleofihe  Bank  Siodc  of  the 

United  Stalea. 

Sxc.  I*  Be  it  enacted f  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  sell  the 
shares  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  such  terms  as  he  mav  deem  most  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  no  stock  be 
sold  for  less  than  the  market  value  thereof,  or  for  less 
than  the  par  value. 

Ssc.  2.  Beit  further  enaded.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  purchase  s»id  stock,  or 
any  part  thereof;  any  thing  in  any  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  and  the  question  of  course 
being  on  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading, 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  of  Kentucky,  objected,  (which  at 
this  stage  is  equivalent  to  a  motion  for  rejection  i)  and  the 
question  being  then  stated  in  the  form  required  by  the 
rule,  **  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?" 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  rose,  and  said  he  was  impelled,  by  a 
sense  of  his  duty  to  his  constituents  and  to  his  country,  to 
do,  in  this  case,  what  he  had  never  done  since  he  had  had 
a  seat  on  this  floor^to  move  the  rejection  of  a  bill  at  its 
first  reading.     There  are  cases,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  which 
courtesy  should  ^eld  to  the  demands  of  justice  and  pub- 
lic duty  {  and  this,  in  my  humble  judgment,  is  one  of  them. 
I  do  believe  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  demanded 
by  any  public  consideration.    It  is  fraught  with  incalcu- 
lable rum  to  all  private  interest,  except  the  interest  of 
the  stockjobbers  of  Wall  street.    I  will  say  nothing  of  the 
interest  which  political  stockjobbers  may  feel  in  the  mea- 
sure now  before  you.    This  measure  will  inflict  injury, 
perhaps  ruin,  upon  many  of  your  honest,  and  I  might  say, 
m  reference  to  the  interest  which  they  have  in  this  insti- 
tution, unprotected  citizens.    Its  immediate  effect  would 
be  to  reduce  thirty.five  millions  of  the  stock  of  the  coun- 
try, performing,  in  a  great  measure,  the  functions  of  a 
circulating  medium  in  our  oommercisJ  exchanges,  ten  per 
centum  in  its  value.     Possibly  I  may  over-estimate  the 
loss;  but  I  think  not.     This  time  last  year  this  stock  com- 
manded, in  the  markets  of  the  world,  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  per  centum  advance.    The  ruinous  policy 
which  the  administration  of  the  country  has  pursued  to- 
wards this  institution,  has  sunk  the  value  of  this  capital 
twenty  per  cent.,  equal  to  seven  millions.    The  United 
States  has  sustuned  a  loss  in  the  value  of  the  stock  held 
by  the  Qovemment,  equal  to  one  million  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  yet  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  propose  a  measure  br  which  the  Government  will 
inevitably  sustMn  a  further  loss  of  more  than  one  million. 
For  what  reason?    And  why  Is  this  mad  policy,  sir,  I 
might  be  allowed  to  say,  this  wicked  measure,  proposed? 
I  have  heard  none,  nor  can  I  discover  any,  save  that  the 
Prend«ftt  of  the  United  States  has  tecominended  it. 


Is  it  wise  to  sell,  at  a 
rest  of  six  per  centum 


mcrifice,  stock  yielding  an  inte- 
to  the  Government,  that  money 
may  lie  idle  in  the  treasury?    Is  not  our  treasury,  at  this 
time,  said  to  be  overflowing?    Has  not  the  administratton 
told  us  that  the  present  tanfT  will  yield  us  at  least  sx  mil- 
lions of  money  more  than  is  needed  for  all  the  wants  of 
the  Government?    We  have  been  for  weeks,  sir,  endea- 
voring to  devise  some  plan,  some  revenue  system,  which 
aball  prevent  this  dangerous  accumulation  of  money  in 
the  treasuiy.    The  very  existence  of  the  Union  is  said  to 
be  in  danger  if  we  do  not  adopt  some  such  system,  and 
still  we  are  now  required  by  the  administration  to  adopt 
this  measure,  which  is  to  add  to  a  redundant  treasuiy  se- 
ven millions  more.    What  do  the  administration  dengn  to 
do  with  this  seven  millions  when  it  shall  reach  the  trea- 
sury?   Is  it  needed  to  pay  the  public  debt?    Nob  sir.    Is 
it  required  to  meet  the  ordinaxy  or  extraordinary  expen- 
ditures of  the  Government?    Not  at  all.     Why,  then,  I 
demand  to  know  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  has  re- 
ported this  bill,  are  we  called  upon  to  adopt  or  to  con- 
sider thn  measure? 

Will  the  honorable  genUeroan,  or  any  man,  venture  to 
state,  on  tliis  floor,  that  the  stock  in  this  bank  is  not  good^ 
Will  he  venture  the  opinion  upon  the  country,  after  the 
full  and  satisfiurtory  evidence  which  has  been  afforded 
him,  that  this  institution  is  not  solvent,  perfectly  solvent? 
Sir,  I  will  answer  the  question  for  him— he  wiU  disclaim 
any  such  opinion.  The  bill  itself,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  ena- 
bled me  to  answer  the  question  for  the  whole  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  The  stock  is  to  be  sold  at  its  mar- 
ket price  or  at  par,  by  the  terms  of  the  bill.  I  take  it, 
then,  as  an  admitted  fact  upon  the  record,  that^  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  this  stock  is  worUi  pari  for  I 
will  not  impute  to  the  committee  so  unworthy  a  design  as 
an  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  country  stock  at  par  which 
they  believed  not  to  be  worth  par  value. 

But,  sir,  there  is  an  ambiguity  in  the  expression,  to  be 
sold  at  its  market  price,  or  at  par,  which  I  am  not  able  to 
explain.  Should  the  market  price  of  this  stock  fall,  as  I 
believe  it  will  if  you  pass  this  bill,  below  par — should  it 
fall  to  ninety-five— will  not  the  Executive  be  authmized 
to  sell  at  ninety-five?  He  is  to  sell  at  par  value,  or  the 
market  price.  If  he  cannot  get  par,  will  he  not  take  the 
market  price?  If  this  should  be  the  construction  of  the 
bill,  and  I  can  place  upon  it  no  other,  it  will  present  a 
most  glorious  harvest  for  the  speculator  in  stocks.  Tour 
Duirket  price  of  stocks  would  soon  be  run  down.  Shall 
we  bring  into  market  seven  millions  of  the  people's  mo- 
ney, admitted  to  be  good,  in  order  to  have  it  depreciated 
and  run  down,  that  speculators  may  thrive? 

Does  the  honorable  member  who  reported  this  bill  fed 
himself  authorised  to  state  to  this  House  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  believe  this  Government  stock 
unsafe  in  that  institution?  I  will  venture  to  answer  this 
question  for  him  in  the  negative.  They  have  no  such 
opinion.  The  evidence  before  them  repudiates  msKkk  an 
opinion.  The  insinuation  of  such  an  opmion  belongs  to 
the  partisan  presses  of  the  times.  If  then  the  stock  is 
safe,  if  the  Governpient  do  not  need  the  funds,  if  a  sale 
be  made,  the  United  States  must  sustain  a  loss,  and  pri- 
vate injury  be  inflicted  upon  our  own  citizens.  Why,  I 
ask,  why  this  bill  to  sell  the  stock?  I  shall  be  answend, 
because  the  President  has  recommended  it.  In  this  in- 
stance I  have  the  misfortune  to  difier  with  the  Prendent, 
and  must  beg  leave  to  decline  an  acquiescence  in  this  his 
recommendation,  until  some  better  reason  be  fumbhed. 

Sir,  we  present  to  the  world  a  most  extraordinary  spec- 
tacle. We— no,  sir,  the  administration — ^have  been  striv- 
ing for  months  to  convince  the  public  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  insolvent^  that  its  currency  was  sinking, 
or  likely  to  sink,  in  value;  that  it  was  unsafe;  and  under  this 
declaration  they  propose  to  come  into  market  with  seven 
miUioni  of  this  stocky  whicb  they  have  proclaimod  to  be 
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in  A  doubtful  conditioo,  and  profKMe  to  sell  it  9t  par.  Sir, 
tbia  would  scarcely  be  considered  honest  in  a  private  in- 
diyldual:  hovir  it  ought  to  be  estimated  when  done  by  a 
GoTernment,  1  will  leare  others  to  determine.  The  whole 
course  which  has  of  late  been  pursued  towards  that  insti- 
tution by  the  administration,  has  not  its  parallel  in  the 
modem  history  of  an^  civilized  Government. 

In  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  vested  the  ex- 
clusive power  of  coining  money  and  regulating  the  value 
thereof,  to  regulate  commerce,  and  also  authority  to  carry 
into  effect  these  and  other  delegated  powers.  Under 
some  one  or  all  of  these  powers,  Congress  heretofore 
created  a  bank,  in  order  to  furnish  the  communtty  with  a 
safe,  sound,  and  uniform  currency.  Such  this  bank  did 
furnish,  all  admit.  And  when  the  currency  was  at  its 
greatest  possible  value,  enjoying,  as  it  deserved,  the  con- 
fidence of  the  whole  people,  we  see  the  whole  power 
and  influence  of  an  administration,  headed  by  perhaps 
the  most  popular  man  in  this  our  day,  exertea  for  the 
purpose— perhaps  I  should  say,  to  the  eiSect  of  depreciat- 
ing the  value  of  that  currencjs  at  a  time  when  seven- 
teen millions  of  it  is  in  the  bands  of  a  confiding  commu- 
nity. ^  What  would  be  the  consequences  of  su^  a  policy 
to  a  ministry  in  another  country,  where  tiberty  is  not  more 
valued  than  here,  I  cannot  say.  A  British  Parliament 
would  not  dare  to  second  or  sustain  it. 

Sir,  I  will  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  what 
I  do  not  believe,  and  what  those  who  have  asserted  in  the 
public  prints  do  not  themselves  believe,  that  this  institu- 
tion, from  the  corrupt  and  bad  management  cMf  its  direc- 
tory, is  in  danger  of  becoming  bankrupt  The  General 
Government  is  the  joint  stockholder,  has  bad  a  share  in 
the  management  of  this  governmental  agent.  The  notes 
of  this  institution  are  in  the  hands  of  our  citizens  to  the 
amount  of  seventeen  millions.  Our  citizens  are  its  debt- 
ors to  the  amount  of  sixty  millions)  a  portion  of  them, 
including  widows  and  orphans,  owning  twenty  millions  of 
its  capitfd.  What  does  morality,  what  does  justice,  what 
does  public  faith  require  at  our  hands?  Tliat  we  should 
exert  all  the  power  which  a  prudent  and  just  regard  to 
the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the  country  would 
permit,  to  avert  the  wide-spread  ruin  which  the  failure  of 
such  an  institution  must  produce. 

The  bank,  however,  sir,  does  not  ask  this.     She  does 
not  thus  need  the  aid  of  this  Government.     All  that  she 
desires  at  your  hands  is  justice,  is  to  be  let  alone«  to  be 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  guarantied  in  her  char- 
ter, for  which  you  have  received  an  ample  equivalent.  I, 
sir,  demand  this  of  you,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  bank  or 
her  stockholders,  but  I  demand  it  in  the  name  of  my  con- 
stituents.   Let  your  stock  remain,  and  share  the  common 
late  of  that  of  your  citizens,  who  have  made  investments 
upon  the  plighted  faith  of  their  Government.    Whilst  the 
Government  continued  to  own  stock,  and  to  appoint,  on 
its  part,  honest  and  competent  men  as  directors,  who 
looked  to  the  interest  of  the  Government,  the  bank,  and 
the  community,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  your  citi- 
zens felt  as  if  their  stock  was  safe,  and  the  currency  of 
the  bank  was  sound.     They  still  feel  so,  notwithstanding 
the  departure  from  that  course  which  previous  administra- 
tions had  pursued  towards  the  bank^ 

The  United  States  still  h«ve  a  controlling  influence  over 
that  institution.  Your  President  appoints  one-fif%h  of  its 
directory.  Your  Secretory  is  furnished  weekly  with  stote- 
ments  of  the  condition  of  the  bank.  Congress  has  power 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  books,  ac- 
counts, and  dealings  of  the  bank.  All  these  furnish 
guaranties  to  the  country.  But,  sir,  if  you  sell  the  Go- 
vernment stock,  dismiss  your  directors,  and  withdraw  the 
supervisory  power  of  the  treasury  and  of  this  House,  you 
may  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  corrupt  directory  of  that 
bank,  should  such  a  one  be  found,  to  swindle  the  com* 
munity  out  of  millions  in  closing  the  concema  of  that  ior 


stittttion.  No,  sir:  the  Government  should  retain  ito  stock, 
its  supervisory  power,  and  see  that  the  bank,  if  it  must 
close  its  operations  in  1836,  closes  them  honestly  and 
fairlyi  first  pa;^ing  its  debts,  and  then  dividing  in  due  and 
equal  proportion  the  stock  to  the  whole  stockholders. 

Sir,  I  well  remember,  in  1837,  when  the  stock  in  this 
bank  was  worth  twenty-five  per  cent,  advance,  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,) 
then  a  member  of  Congress,  submitted  a  resolution  of  in-* 
quiry,  merely.  Into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  sell- 
ing the  seven  millions  of  stock  held  by  the  Government 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stotes.  At  that  time^  sir,  we 
had  a  pressing  demand  lor  revenue  to  meet  the  payments 
of  the  public  debt,  falling  due  more  rapidly  than  our 
means  enabled  us  to  meet.  He  proposed  it  as  a  financial 
measure.  I  remember,  also,  sir,  the  instantoneous  effect 
the  proposition  had  upon  the  value  of  the  stock.  The 
resolution  met  favor  nowhere,  though  honestiy  and  fairly 
designed  by  the  mover  as  a  measnre  of  finance.  It  was 
voted  down  in  this  House  by  an  almost  unanimous  voice, 
only  nine  members  voting  for  the  proposition. 

If  sound  policy  and  good  fiuth  forbade  the  passage  of 
such  a  resolution,  and  sale  of  the  stock  in  1837,  the  same 
policy  and  good  faith  demand  the  instont  rejection  of  this 
wicked  bill,  for  I  can  call  it  by  no  milder  name. 

We  have  now  no  public  debt  for  which  this  money  is 
needed.  We  have  an  overflowing  treasury,  into  which 
the  revenue  is  pouring  faster  than  we  can  find  uses  for  it, 
and  still  the  administration  and  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  desire  that  we  shall  sacrifice  our  stock,  inflict 
individual  ruin,  excite  anew  the  alarm  which  false  clamor 
for  a  time  put  in  motion,  that  seven  millions  more  of  sur- 
plus shaU  aecumulate  in  the  treasury,  1o  lie  dormant,  or 
be  squandered  by  incondderate  legislation.  All  this  is 
to  be  done,  for  whatf  For  public  good?  No,  sir.  For  the 
benefit  of  individual  speculation.  Away  with  such  a  pro- 
ject—strike from  existence  at  once  such  a  bill. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  W.,  lam  not  token  by  surprise  by  the  pre- 
sentation of  this  bill.  I  have  anticipated  it  for  many  weeks. 
I  have  watched  evento  in  another  quarter,  and  have  not 
mistoken  the  ngns  of  the  times.  This  measure  is  to  be 
followed  up  with  another,  part  and,  parcel  of  the  same 
predetermination  before  we  met  here.  The  Government 
deposites  are  to  be  withdrawn.  They  are  wanted  else- 
where! Stote  banks  are  to  be  enlisted  as  soldiers  in  the 
next  campaign.  The  Government  deposites  are  wanted 
to  pay  the  bounty. 

The  solicitude  I  have  felt  upon  this  subject,  and  the 
feeble  efforto  I  have  made  to  prevent  these  measures  of 
the  administration,  have  not  arisen  from  any  personal 
considerations.  To  me,  sir,  the  stockholders  in  the  bank 
are  unknown.  I  have  recmed  no  favors,  and  desire 
none,  of  the  institution;  but  my  constituento  and  my  coon- 
try  have  a  deep  interest  at  stake. 

The  entire  West  at  this  time  is  witnessing  the  blessed 
effects  resulting  from  the  efforto  of  this  administration  to 
cripple  and  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stotes.  The  course  pursued  by  the  Government 
has  compell^  the  bank  to  press  heavily  upon  ito  debtors 
in  that  quarter.  We  have  a  cotmtry  rich  in  soil  and  pro- 
ductions, not  much  surplus  capital,  a  population  industri- 
ous &nd  enterprimng,  able  to  meet  tlieir  engagementoi 
but,  if  pressed,  we  must  expect  a  fiiU  in  the  vidue  of  our 
real  cstote,  and  the  productions  of  our  labor.  Is  it  then 
just,  is  it  wise,  to  pursue  a  policy  toward  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stotes,  which  must  compel  it  still  more  rapidly  to 
witlnlraw  ito  circuUltion  >  If  tne  bank  is  let  alone,  we 
shall  weather  the  storm  in  safety,  witiiout  a  resort  to  the 
ruinous  polic^r  of  1819,  '30.  I  am  prompted  in  my  op- 
position to  this  measure  by  on  principle  no  blind  opposi- 
tion to  the  measures  of  this  administration,  be  they  right 
or  wrong.  Such  a  principle  has  never  regulated  my  ac- 
tion in  5m  House,  and  1  trust  never  will. 
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The  GoTernment  deposites  are  to  be  withdrawn,  sir, 
and  where  will  you  place  them?  In  the  State  banks,  I  am 
told — yes,  sir,  in  your  State  banks.  And  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  State  banks'  Who  can  answer  for  their  solven- 
cy? Withdraw  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  what 
restraint  is  there  to  excessive,  and  in  some  cases  fraudu- 
lent issues  of  State  bank  paper?  We  have  had,  in  for- 
mer years,  some  lessons  of  woful  experience  upon  the 
use  of  these  miserable  rag  shops,  for  I  can  call  them  no- 
thing else,  as  places  of  deposite  for  the  public  revenue. 
I  have  a  list  of  such  as  broke  with  your  deposites,  by 
which  the  United  States  sustained  a  loss  of  1,400,000 
dollars.  Sir,  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in 
reading  this  list;  I  will  cause  it  to  be  appended  to  my  re- 
marks, which,  to  use  the  phrase  of  a  former  worthy  mem- 
ber of  North  Carolina,  is  made  «  more  for  Buncombe*' 
than  for  this  House.  Sir,  I  wish  my  constituents  to  un- 
derstand where  this  administration  design  to  put  their 
money  for  safe  keeping.  This  loss,  sir,  was  sustained  in 
the  course  of  one  or  two  years*  experiment  witli  these 
State  banks.  The  United  States  Bank  for  sixteen  years 
has  been  the  place  of  your  Government  deposites.  it  has 
been  the  agent  by  which  you  have  collected  and  disburs- 
ed #440,000,000  without  the  loss  of  the  forty-eighth  part 
of  a  cent  to  the  Government.  Do  you  expect  to  find  a 
bettor  agent?    No,  sir. 

Sir,  I  should  like  to  be  informed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk,]  the  organ  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  occasion,  whether 
that  committee  have  investigated  the  true  condition  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  situation  was  such, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session,  as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  it  could 
be  regarded  as  a  safe  deposite  of  the  public  revenue. 
Whether  he  is  prepared  to  echo  the  sentiment  expressed 
in  the  Executive  message  upon  this  subject. 

1  will  venture  the  statement,  sir,  that  that  committee 
has  had  before  it  the  evidence  which  will  satisfy  all  im- 
partial and  candid  minds  of  the  perfect  solvency  and  abi- 
lity of  the  institution.  Sir,  there  never  was  a  period 
since  the  bank  was  established,  when  its  means  were  more 
ample  in  proportion  to  its  debts,  than  they  are  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  And  every  day's  operation  increases  and 
invigorates  its  strength  and  its  ability.  All  the  efforts 
made  to  cripple  the  institution  heretofore,  have  failed, 
and  the  injury  aimed  at  the  bank  has  fallen  upon  the 
community.  And  such  will  continue  to  be  the  eflfect  of 
all  such  unjustifiable  acts  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
I  will,  sir,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  refer  to  a 
part  of  the  evidence  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  upon  this  subject.  It  is  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  bank  on  the  1st  January,  1833. 
The  claims  against  the  bjmk  are: 

1st.  Notes  in  circulation 

2d.  Deposites,  public  and  private  - 

3d.  The  debt  to   the  holders  of  the 
funded  debt  ... 

4tli.  Unclaimed  dividends 


From  which  sum  of  $80,865,468  99  deduct  the  sum 
due  by  the  bank,  ($37,807,322  74,)  and  there  remains 
an  excess  of  $43,058,146  25. 

This  sum  of  fort}*-three  millions  forms  a  guaranty  to 
the  holders  of  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  to  its  depositors, 
over  and  above  the  whole  amount  of  tlieir  claims. 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  idle,  sir,  is  it  not  worse  than  idle, 
is  it  not  wicked,  longer  to  continue  this  warfare  upon 
the  bank  and  its  currency  ?  I  will  not  take  up  tlie  time 
of  the  House  by  entering  into  a  comparative  statement  of 
the  ability  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  any  of 
the  local  banks.  I  have  the  materials  of  such  a  com- 
parison before  me,  and  I  am  warranted  in  saying  there 
does  not  exist  a  bank  in  the  United  Slates  possessing 
greater  means,  I  will  say  as  great,  in  proportion  to  its  ca- 
pital, to  meet  its  engagements,  as  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Af\er  the  short  debate  in  this  House  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  upon  the  incipient  measures  which 
have  led  to  the  report  of  this  bill,  in  which  debate  I  took 
an  humble  part,  a  friend  of  mine,  a  pei*sonal  friend,  as  if 
anxious  to  convince  me  that  it  was  m  vain,  by  any  efiurt 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  save  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  remarked  that  it  was  in  vain  to  struggle,  for  the 
President  intends  to  crush  the  bank,  and  he  will  do  it. 
Sir,  the  declaration  made  a  deep  impression  upon  my 
mind.  It  caused  a  reflection  upon  the  statesmanlike  con- 
test carried  on  by  a  President  of  the  United  States  against 
the  currency  of  the  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  man,  though  he  did  not  speak  by  authority* 
or  as  one  having  authority,  I  would  sooner  take  his  opin- 
ions of  what  the  President  willed  or  intended,  than  the 
opinions  of  any  man  or  set  of  men. 

Though  1  have  regretted  to  believe  there  was  such  a 
settled  purpose  on  the  ^part  of  the  administration,  it  has 
not  abated  my  anxiety  to  defeat  it  by  all  fair  means,  nor 
shall  any  Fesponsibility  prevent  me  from  exposing  to  my 
constituents  the  evil  and  ruinous  consequences  of  such  a 
course.  As  one  step  toward  arresting  the  evil,  or  at  least 
of  putting  o£f  the  evil  day,  I  have  moved  you,  sir,  to  re- 
ject thisbilU  and  I  desix:e  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  mo- 
tion. 

Statemej^t  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tr^sury,  dated  4th  of  December,  1832,  made  in 
complianc^with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th 
July,  1832;  showing  the  amount  of  losses  sustained  by 
the  United  States,  by  using  local  banks  as  places  of 
deposite. 


$17,459,571 
13,647,517 


79 
95 


6,723,703  16 
76,529  84 


Amounting  to 

Its  resources  are: 

Specie 

Notes  of  State  banks      .... 
Bahinces  due  by  State  banks 
Funds  in  Europe  and  foreign  bills  of 
exchange        .... 
Real  estate  ..        ,        .        . 

Debts  due  by  individuals,  viz. 
On  notes  discounted       ... 
On  domestic  biUs  of  exchange 
Mortgages,  &c 

Making    ... 


$37,807,322  74 

18,951,847  60 
2*291,655  04 
1,596,252  08 

3,190,225  43 
3,036,241  52 

43,626,870  32 

18,069,043  25 

103,333  75 

180,865,468  99 


BANKS  INDEBTED. 

Elkton  Bank  of  Maryland,.  ... 

Alexandria  Society,  Granville,, 

Western  Bank  of  Virginia,  Parkersburg,    - 

German  Bank  of  Wooster,  - 

Fanners  and  Mechanics'  Bank,'  Greencastle, 

Virginia  Saline  Bank, 

Merchants'  Bank,  Alexandria, 

Juniatta  Bank,  Pennsylvania, 

Huntington  Bank,  Pennsylvania,     - 

Lebanon  Miami  Banking  Company, 

Bank  of  Washington,' Pennsylvania, 

Cumberland  Bank  of  Alleghany, 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Pittsburg,  - 

Urbanna  Banking  Company, 

Bedford  Bank,  Pennsylvania,  -  -^ 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Canton,  -,  -  - 

Union  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 

Kentucky  Insur^ce  Company, 

Marietta  and  Susquehanna  Trading  Company, 

Somerset  Bank,       -  -  -  - 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Chillicothe, 

Centre  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 

Bank  of  Cincinnati,  ... 


9„552 


AMOUNT. 

9,865  25 
2,463  00 
198.00 
97 
595  00 
10,121  00 
3,217  00 
3,200  00 
2,380  00 
9,575  00 
7*508  34 
1,176  61 
1,311  00 
2,839  00 
4,059  57 
6,598  06 
9,758  00 
797  00 
1,360  00 
69,077  S7 
23,905  OO 
8,938  OQ 
3,846  CO 
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Miami  Exporting  Company* 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati, 

Bank  of  Yincennes,  ... 

Bank  of  EdwardsYillc,  ... 

Planters'  Bank  of  Huntsville, 

Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria, 

Bank  of  Missouri,     .... 

Bank  of  Illinois,  at  Shawneetown,  - 

Bank  of  Steubenville,  Ohio, 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Indiana, 

Bank  of  Tombeckbee,         ... 

Bank  of  Nashville,  .... 

Bank  of  Columbia,  .... 

Bath  Bank  of  Maine,  ... 


8,791  00 
39,966  01 

168,453  27 
46,800  00 
11,223  53 
48,000  00 

159,163  87 
28,367  85 

170,000  00 
43,592  90 

138,754  69 
6,267  29 

278,361  87 
20,623  05 


Total, 


.  1,390,707  00 


Mr.  POLK  expressed  his  surprise  tbftt  opposition  was 
made  to  the  bill  at  this  stage.  It  was  most  unexpected  to 
him.  He  had  expected  it  to  take  the  usual  course,  and 
he  had  intended,  at  the  proper  time,  to  move  its  commit- 
ment to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  where  the  fullest  opportunity  for  discussion  would 
be  afforded.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wick- 
]:.irFE,]  in  his  fresh  zeal  for  the  bank,  manifested  upon 
more  than  one  occasion  during  the  session,  had,  however, 
chosen,  as  he  siud,  to  meet  it  at  the  threshold,  and  move 
its  rejection.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  says  he  had 
anticipated  this  proposition { that  he  had  expected  such  a 
bill  to  be  reported.  He  need  not  have  so  informed  us; 
for  he  seems  to  have  come  to  his  seat  this  morning  pre- 
pared with  notes  and  documents  to  make  a  set  speech 
upon  the  subject.  [Mr.  Wicklitfx,  in  an  under  tone: 
Not  at  all,  sir.]  Mr.  P.  continued.  The  gentleman  re- 
fers to  documents  and  papers;  but  he  did  not,  he  said, 
complain  of  the  gentleman's  opposition  to  the  bill,  whe- 
ther made  by  a  prepared  speech  or  not.  What  he  said, 
was,  that  that  opposition  was  unusual  upon  the  first  read- 
ing of  a  bill;  and  if  the  House  was  now  forced  to  a  deci- 
sion, that  opportunity  for  deliberation  would  not  be 
afforded  which  was  necessary  to  enable  it  to  form  a 
proper  judgment  upon  the  subject-matter  itself.  The 
gentleman  had  pronounced  a  eulogy  upon  the  bank,  and 
was  pleased  to  add  that  the  country  had  confidence  in  its 
solvency  and  its  good  management.  This  was  not  the 
time  to  consider  whether  that  confidence  was  misplaced 
or  not.  It  had  no  necessary  connexion  with  a  proposi- 
tion to  sell  the  Government  stock.  This  bill  authorized 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  stock  upon  such 
terms  as  he  shall  deem  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was  an  isolated  proposition.  It  proposed 
to  disenthral  the  Government  from  a  partnership  with  its 
citizens  in  this  incorporated  company.  It  proposed  to 
get  rid  of  the  interest  which  the  Government  had  in  this 
moneyed  monopoly.  It  proposed  to  do  this  by  a  sale  of 
the  Government  stock,  upon  terms  not  below  the  market 
value,  or  the  par  value.  The  gentleman  did  not  seem  to 
have  examined  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  or,  if  he  had,  he 
had  not  understood  them.  The  gentleman  will  not,  he 
says,  call  this  a  wicked  proposition,  but  there  was  scarcely 
an^  other  term  too  harsh,  m  his  judgment,  to  be  applied 
to  it.  What,  sir,  for  the  owner  of  property  to  oflfer  to 
sell  it!  Was  the  Government  bound  to  continue  tlie  part- 
nership as  long  as  the  bank  or  its  friends  chose  to  consider 
that  it  was  forthe  interest  of  that  institution  thatitshould  be 
continued?  But  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  his  remarks 
are  intended  principally  "  for  Buncombe;"  that  his  speech 
is  for  his  constituents.  He  charges  that  the  course  of  the 
administration  towards  the  bank  has  oppressed  the  West- 
ern country,  by  compelling  the  institution  to  call  in  its 
loans,  and  withhold  its  accommodations.  How  had  the 
adixunistration  done  this?    The  gentleman  has  not  chosen 
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to  inform  us.  Was  it  by  requiring  that  the  public  money 
deposited  by  the  Government  in  the  bank  should  be  ap* 
plied  to  the'payment  of  the  public  debt?  Had  the  bank 
found  it  necessary  to  use  the  public  funds  to  sustain  its 
credit?  Had  it  found  it  necessary  to  extend  its  loans  to 
effect  its  own  purposes?  And  did  the  gentleman  com- 
plain that  the  Government  had  called  for  its  own  money 
when  it  wanted  to  pay  the  public  debt?  Or  had  the  bank 
expected  the  Government  to  postpone  the  pavment  of 
the  public  debt  for  its  benefit^  Could  the  gentleman  in- 
form us?  In  what  other  way  had  the  course  of  the  admi- 
nistration compelled  the  bank  to  oppress  the  gentleman's 
constituents?  The  gentleman  seems  to  have  seized  this 
occasion  to  express  his  opinion  of  the  sound  state  of  the 
bank.  He  hoped  it  might  be  so,  but  he  confessed  that 
notliing  which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  had  given 
him  any  light  upon  that  point.  This  was  not  the  time  or 
the  occasion  to  gro  into  that  inquiry.  His  statistics,  too, 
in  relation  to  the  losses  heretofore  sustained  by  the  trea- 
sury in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  local  banks,  which, 
Mr.  P.  said,  he  supposed  were  also  intended  for  the  be* 
nefit  «  of  Buncombe,"  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques^ 
tion  now  before  the  House.  But  the  gentleman  had  also 
been  pleased  t<f  say  that  he  had  been  informed  by  some 
one— no  one  knows  who— out  of  this  House,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  present  session,  that  all  his  efforts  to  sustain 
the  bank  would  be  fruitless,  for  the  administration 
had  willed  its  destruction;  and,  he  added,  that  this  bill 
was  but  another  step  towards  the  consummation  of  that 
determination.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  deny  that  the  admi- 
nistration has  willed  any  such  thing.  It  was  time  that  the 
Government  had  demanded  its  own  money,  in  the  hands 
of  the  bank,  when  it  wished  it  to  pay  the  public  credit- 
ors; and  it  was  also  true  that  the  Executive  had  recom- 
mended the  sale  of  all  stocks  held  by  the  Government, 
not  only  in  this,  but  in  all  other  incorporated  companies. 
The  foundation  and  stability  of  the  bank  must  indeed  be 
frail,  if  its  destruction  is  to  be  produced  by  the  mere  trans- 
fer or  sale  of  the  Government  stock.  This  was  an  ad- 
mission which  came  with  a  bad  grace  from  those  who 
boasted  of  the  safety  and  solvency  of  the  institution.  Was 
the  gentleman  prepared  to  concede  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Government  to  remain  a  part  owner  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank  in  order  to  sustain  its  credit?  But,  said  Mr. 
P.,  under  the  impression  that  the  bill  would  be  permitted 
to  take  the  usual  course,  he  should  not  then  trouble  the 
House  with  the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  it.  At  the  proper  time  he 
would  do  so.  He  thought  the  gentleman  himself  would 
see  the  propriety  of  permitting  it  to  take  that  course. 

Mr.  INGERSOIX,  of  Connecticut,^  said  it  was  no 
doubt  an  unusual  course,  as  had  been  just  intimated  by 
the  gfentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk,]  to  reject  a 
bill  on  its  introduction,  without  permitting  it  to  take  the 
usual  reference.  But  he  considered  the  present  question 
as  justifying  that  course,  if  any  could,  and  was  therefore 
glad  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  ^ 
[Mr.  WicKLFFFs]  had  been  thus  promptly  made.  He 
would  treat  ever^  proposition,  coming  from  a  committee 
of  this  House,  with  all  the  respect  due  to  it,  especially 
any  one  proceeding,  as  this  did,  from  the  committee 
(Ways  and  Means)  to  which  he  himself  belonged;  but  he 
could  not  consider  a  motion  to  reject,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, as  at  all  disrespectful  to  Uiose  who  reported 
the  bill.  The  agitation  of  seven  millions  of  stock  was 
a  matter  not  of  ordinary  occurrence,  or  of  light  conse- 
quence— ^it  reached  interests  altogether  more  delicate  and 
important  than  the  connexion  of  the  Government  with 
the  bank.  It  affected  the  great  class  of  private  stock- 
holders, most  of  whom  had  purchased  into  the  institution 
at  high  prices,  and  whose  property  was  most  serioudy 
affected  by  every  movement  like  this,  made  within  these 
walls.    It  was  this  class  of  the  community  who  were  con« 
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Btantly  preyed  upon  by  the  gamblers  and  stockjobberB, 
who  watch  every  movement  here,  and,  by  artful  misre- 
presentations of  our  proceedings,  or  those  of  our  commit- 
tees, create  a  panic  in  the  money  market  whenever  it  suits 
their  interests  to  fleece  the  simple  ones.  Every  thing  we 
do  in  this  matter  is  felt  instantly  in  the  great  market  of 
New  York,  and  made  the  occasion  of  the  most  disg^ce- 
ful  operations.  There  is  a  chain  of  these  speculators 
reaching  from  the  lobbies  of  this  hall  to  Wall  street,  as 
well  connected  as  the  chain  of  counterfeiters  fiK>m  Canada 
to  the  Atlantic  cities.  These  men  let  no  opportunity  pass 
unimproved,  to  operate  on  the  timid  and  retired  share- 
holders in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  the  share- 
holders of  this  description,  comprising  the  trustees  of 
unsettled  estates,  orphan  children,  and  other  persons  out 
of  the  active  scenes  of  life,  now  constitute  a  large  portion 
of  the  present  stockholders,  for  the  knowing  ones  have 
long  since  cleared  out,  and  generally  at  handsome  profits 
from  their  first  investments,  leaving  the  helpless  and  the 
unprotected  to  take  the  chances  of  the  wreck.  Under 
these  circumstances,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves,  we  owe  it  to 
the  country,  to  decide  this  question  at  once;  whatever  we 
do,  will  be  best  done,  if  done  quickly.  The  majority  of 
the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  he  was  aware,  did 
not  wish  to  encourage  the  speculations  to  u  hich  he  had 
referred;  he  therefore  felt  authorized  to  call  on  them  even 
to  unite  with  him  in  bringing  this  question  to  a  speedy 
decision,  whichever  way  it  might  go.  If  the  House  should 
think  it  good  policy  to  part  with  the  interests  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  bank,  let  us  say  so  at  once,  and  if  other- 
wise, then  the  sooner  that  determination  is  known,  the 
better  will  it  be  for  the  country. 

This  bill  proposes  to  throw  seven  millions  of  bank 
stock  into  the  general  market,  at  prices  not  less  than  par, 
the  immediate  effect  of  which  is  to  bring  at  once  the 
price  of  all  the  shares  of  individuals  down  to  the  same 
level;  and  probably  when  it  is  seen  that  the  Government 
shows  a  disposition  to  dissolve  its  connexion  with  the  bank, 
the  fall  will  not  stop  there:  you  will  drive  it  down,  in  all 
probability,  far  below  the  par  value;  in  this  way  not  only 
knocking  down  the  property  of  others,  but,  by  the  same 
blow,  defeating  the  very  obicct  which  you  profess,  of 
selling  out  your  own  seven  millions  at  the  estimate  fixed 
by  the  bill.  The  present  selling  prices  are  about  three 
per  cent,  advance.  The  introduction  of  this  bill  necessa- 
nly  diminishes  the  prices  to  that  extent;  for  no  one  would 
be  so  simple  as  to  buy  at  an  advance  to  individuals,  when 
your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  stands  ready  to  sell  his 
seven  millions  at  a  lower  sum.  Sir,  have  not  the  propri- 
etors in  this  institution  been  yet  punished  enough?  One 
year  ago,  their  stock  stood  at  about  25  per  cent,  advance. 
You  have  already  driven  them  down  at  a  loss  of  more  than 
20  per  cent.,  and  will  you  now  insist  on  making  them 
feel  your  power  still  further?  And  why  are  we  asked  to 
do  this?  We  are  told  that  we  have  high  authority  for  this 
course,  that  it  has  the  sanction  of  the  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  treasury.  But  he  [Mr.  I.]  had  seen  no  recom- 
mendation from  that  officer  sanctioning  the  principles  of 
this  bill.  When  he  spoke  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
Secretai-y,  he  alluded,  of  course,  to  his  reports,  to  the  lan- 
guageofficial:  for  he  [Mr.  I.]  knew  nothing,  in  those  mat- 
ters, of  the  language  confidential. 

This  project  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  Congress 
by  the  Secretar}*  in  his  annusd  report  at  the  last  session. 
But  he  did  not  recommend  such  a  measure  as  this;  on  the 
contrary,  he  "respectfully  recommended  to  Congress  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  those  shares  (the  bank  shares)  for  a 
sum  not  less  tlian  eight  millions  of  dollars,"  to  enable  him 
to  pay  ofl^  a  portion  of  the  public  debt.  Mark  the  limit: 
a  sum  '*  not  less  than  eight  millions  of  dollars.*'  And 
what  are  we  now  asked  to  do?  This  bill  proposes  to  sell 
out  our  interest  at  a  sum  not  less  than  seven  millionsb  thus 
throwing  away  one  million,  or  making  that  difference  at 


least  between  the  Secretary's  recommendation  just  quot- 
ed, and  the  recommendation  of  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  More  than  this :  the  Secretaiy 
did  not  recommend  carrying  this  stock  into  the  public 
market;  for  he  was  aware,  and  so  expressed  it,  that  such 
a  measure  must  prove  abortive,  when  attempted  under 
circumstances  calculated  to  sliake  the  public  confidence 
in  the  solvency  of  the  institution,  or  its  safety  as  a  place 
of  deposite.  He  only  recommended  a  sale  to  the  bank 
itself.  Let  me  read  from  the  Secretary's  report  again; 
you  shall  have  his  very  langua^pe.  Here  it  is:  "  A  sale  of 
so  large  an  amount  in  the  pubnc  market  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  produce  more  than  the  par  value;  and,  if  at- 
tempted under  circumstances  calculated  to  shake  public 
conndence  in  the  stability  of  the  institution,  would  in  all 
probability  prove  abortive.  For  these  reasons,  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  effect  a  sale  to  the  bank  itself— a  mea- 
sure believed  to  be  practicable,  on  terms  satisfactory  both 
to  the  United  States  and  that  institution."  This  measure, 
therefore,  ought  not,  and  could  not  be  chargeable  to  the 
Secretary;  for  there  was  nothing  in  his  official  report  to 
warrant  it. 

Why  then  is  it  pressed  upon  us,  when  you  see  that  the 
recorded  opinions  of  the  Secretary  himself  show  you  that 
it  must,  under  existing  circumstances,  prove  "abortive," 
and  can  only  lead  to  wild  speculations  while  this  bill  is 
hanging  here?  You  have  no  public  debt  yet  due,  so  that 
the  money,  if  vou  could  realize  it  from  your  bank  shares, 
must  remain  idle  in  the  treasury  till  the  year  1834  and 
'35,  when  portions  of  the  debt  will  be  payable.  You 
have  been  legislating  all  winter  to  keep  a  surplus  out  of 
the  treasury :  and  will  you  now  turn  short  about,  and  try 
to  leeislate  a  surplus  into  it?  Will  you  make  the  very  mis- 
chief which  has  been  over  and  over  again  denounced  as  the 
worst  of  all  political  evils — a  surplus  in  the  treasury?  or 
have  gentlemen  become  at  last  convinced  that  their  fan- 
cied surplus  is,  after  all,  nothing  but  fog? 

There  is  another  view  in  which  he  would  present  this 
question  to  the  House  as  a  financial  measure.  This  stock 
now  yields  us  $490,000  a  year,  an  interest  of  7  per  cent, 
on  the  original  investment.  As  you  have  no  present  use 
for  the  principal,  you  throw  away  this  four  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  the  income  of  the  current  year, 
besides  sinking  three  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal sum,  which  would  be  $210,000  more,  thus  making 
in  the  whole  a  round  loss  to  the  treasury  of  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  over  and  above  what  you  have  lost 
by  depreciating  the  stock,  since  the  Secretary  valued  it 
at  eight  millions  one  year  ago.  Mr.  I.  said  there  was 
something,  he  must  say,  undeserved  and  unkind  in  these 
repeated  attacks  on  the  bank.  Sir,  are  you  aware  that 
the  greatest  losses  this  institution  has  ever  met  with  have 
proceeded  from  their  assuming  the  debts  due  from  the 
local  banks  (formerly  used  as  places  of  depoate)  to  the 
Government,  at  the  time  the  institution  went  uito  opera- 
tion? Such,  he  believed,  was  the  fact.  It  was,  he  believed, 
capable  of  the  clearest  proof,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  lost  at  least  two  millions  of  dollars,  by  assuming  to 
the  Government  these  doubtful  debts.  But  for  this,  your 
"  unavailable  funds,"  now  amounting  to  $1,400,000, 
would  probably  have  been  three  or  four  millions.  An  in- 
stitution that  had  rendered  such  services  to  the  tieasury  in 
the  days  of  its  distress,  ought  not  now  to  be  harassed  in 
this  needless  manner.  Let  it  at  least  have  a  quiet  and 
an  easy  death.  He,  for  one,  would  not  be  instrumental 
in  adding  to,  or  prolonging  its  pangs,  and  he  hoped  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  would  be  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  WATMOUGH,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
sincere  regret,  at  the  necessity  which  compelled  him, 
even  for  a  very  few  moments,  to  intrude  himself  upon 
the  notice  of  the  House.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  remain 
silent  on  an  occasion  so  important  as  the  present— >to 
withhold  the  expression,  either  of  my  opinion  on  the  bill 
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now  proposed  to  us,  or  of  my  indieniatioii  against  the  un- 
ceasing, unflinching  persecution  which  its  presence  here 
informs  us  is  still  to  be  waged  against  this  great  national 
institution,  would  be  both  aisgraceful  and  derogatory  to 
the  sacred  trust  I  am  sent  here  to  fulfil. 

I  confess  myself  quite  at  a  loss  to  say  which  feeling  pre- 
dominates at  this  moment  in  my  breast;  amazement  at  the 
utter  absence  of  sound  financial  views  on  the  face  of  this 
bill,  or  detestation  of  the  unrelenting  spirit  on  the  part  of 
the  administration,  by  means  of  its  advocates  on  this  floor, 
against  an  institution,  admitted  by  the  wisest  and  best  men 
of  the  times  to  be  as  absolutely  essential  to  the  existence 
and  safety  of  this  Union,  as,  I  had  almost  said,  the  consti- 
tution itself,  which  forms  its  basis.  Sir,  I  have  said  I  was 
amazed  that  such  a  bill,  at  such- a  crisis,  could  emanate 
from  any  committee  of  this  House.  That  amazement, 
however,  is  wonderfully  diminished  when  I  recall  to  my 
mind  the  source  from  whence  it  does  come.  It  is  report- 
ed, sir,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
comes  into  this  House  under  the  parental  care  and  pecu- 


liar auspices  ofihe  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
Need  I  say  moreP  It  is  a  scion  of  the  same  stock  from 
whence  sprung  the  famous  submission  bill,  as  it  has  been 
indignantly  called,  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  A  bill,  sir,  allow  me  to  say,  which  wiU  go  far  to 
immortalize  all  who  have  had  a  band  in  its  concoction, 
which,  after  a  most  severe  and  painful  travail  through  this 
House,  during  which  it  has  sufl^eredall  the  severity  of  ana- 
tomical dissection,  has  at  length  been  permitted  to  drop, 
as  it  were,  lifelessto  the  ground,  and  been  buried  under 
the  mass  of  its  own  dissevered  parts,  or  so  changed  as  no 
longer  to  be  recognised  by  its  illustrious  founders.  A 
bill  whose  title  in  the  first  instance  should  have  been 
amended  so  as  to  read— to  enable  the  mighty  British  em- 
pire to  maintain  free  of  all  cost  its  mass  of  miserable  pau- 
.pers,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  free  and  intelligent  yeomen 
of  these  United  States.  When  I  refiect  on  all  this,  sir, 
I  can  no  longer  be  amazed  at  any  thing  coming  from  that 
source. 

But,  sir,  what  shall  we  sa^  of  the  conduct  of  the  admi- 
nistration  in  reference  to  this  vast  and  important  interest? 
How  shall  we  extenuate  that?  Upon  what  plea  can  that 
be  excused?  Is  it,  sir,  that  the  action  of  this  institution 
is  hostile  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  citizen,  or 
injurious  in  its  operations  to  the  great  commercial,  manu- 
llicturing,  agricultural,  or  planting  interests  of  the  nation? 
No  one  will  ever  pretend  that  such  is  the  case.  Is  it  that 
the  mighty  minds  of  those  who  now  govern  the  destinies 
of  this  fair  empire,  are  disturbed  by  the  constitutional 
question,  which  once  rang  through  this  hall  and  divided 
the  nation?  No,  sir,  notso;  for  they  repose  with  com- 
placency on  this  ground,  and  confess  it  is  placed  beyond 
a  doubt.  What  then  can  induce  them,  at  a  crisis  so  mo- 
mentous as  the  present,  when  it  is  confessed  on  all  hands 
that  this  Union  is  being  shaken  to  its  very  centre — when 
the  minds  of  all  men  are  filled  with  the  gloomiest  fore- 
bodings of  the  fiiture,  and  no  one  knows  how  soon  the 
security  each  now  feels  in  the  present  will  vanish,  per- 
haps forever — when,  sir,  not  one  single  principle  of  our 
constitution  is  settled  or  established,  even  after  the  lapse 
of  nearly  half  a  century — what,  I  repeat,  can  induce  them 
to  come  into  this  House,  and  before  this  nation,  in  a  spirit 
of  political  recklessness,  and  ask  us,  the  friends  of  fixed 
principles,  to  aid  them  in  their  unholy  crusade,  or  expect 
us  to  remain  silent  while  they  make  their  insidious  attacks? 
And  this  too,  at  a  time  when  they  know  not  to  what  quar- 
ter to  look  for  support — who  are  their  friends,  and  who 
their  foes?  It  might  be  supposed,  as  some  extenuation  for 
them,  that  the  high-minded,  honorable,  and  talented  indi- 
viduals who  administer  the  affairs  of  this  institution,  liad 
indulged  in  feelings  of  a  just  indignation,  and  set  them- 
selves up  in  hostile  array  against  their  persecutors.  Is  this 
so?    Will  the  honorably  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ven- 


ture to  assert  it?  He  will  not.  He  will  say  nothing  here 
which  he  does  not  believe.  Sir,  there  is  no  foundation 
whatever  for  this  supposition.  The  bank  has  never  step- 
ped out  of  her  prescribed  constitutional  path:  her  vaults 
nave  never  been  closed  against  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  if  the  subject  can  be  got  at,  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  be  found,  that  even  at  a  moment  when  the  public 
deposites  did  not  equal  those  of  many  private  individuals^ 
the  demands  of  the  Government  were  unhesitatingly  met, 
and  her  wants  supplied  b'^yond,  perhaps,  her  utmost 
hopes  or  expectations.  I  will  venture  no  further  on  this 
track.  I  will  seek  no  fiirther  to  unravel  what  can  only 
pain  me.  I  will  only  take  care  that  no  anxious  fear  of 
having  a  like  current  turned  against  myself,  shall  induce 
me  to  swerve,  even  for  an  instant,  from  the  severe  path  of 
my  duty:  that  I  do  not  fold  my  arms,  and  tamelv  aoandon 
all  the  g^eat  principles  of  the  Government,  ana  every  in- 
terest of  my  constituents,  while  the  attempt  is  being  made 
utterly  to  merge  them  in  the  vast  maelstroom  of  political 
expediency  or  party  intrigue.     Could  I  act  thus,  I  should 


consider  myself  unworthy  the  name  of  fVeeman,  much 
less  worthy  to  be  endowed  with  the  high  privilejg'e  of  a 
representative  of  a  free,  manly,  and  highly  intelligent 
people.  No,  sir,  I  shall  fulfil  my  duty  here,  happen  what 
may.     I  shall  be  deterred  by  no  personal  considerations; 
shall  fear  no  personal  consequences:  personal  imputations 
I  dread  not — I  feel  myself  above  them.     No  honorable 
member  on  this  floor  will  make  them,  and  such  as  come 
from  corrupt  and  dishonorable  sources  out  of  doors  wiU 
pass  me  as  the  idle  wind.    On  the  subject  now  before  us, 
I  feel  myself  strong.     I  stand,  sir,  on  the  broad  basis  of 
public  opinion:  I  am  sustained  by  the  unanimous  voice  of 
my  constituents,  and  of  the  whole  moral  and  intelligent 
community,  of  which  I  am  the  humblest  member.     The 
House  will  pardon  me  if  I  indulge  for  a  time  in  what  may 
be  termed  tne  luxury  of  this  moment.   We  are  no  longer 
engaged  in  that  miserable  system  of  bush-fighting,  ay,  sir, 
bush-fighting,  in  which  we  have  been  strusfgling  for  the 
last  five  or  six  weeks.     I  feel,  sir,  that  I  have  my  head 
above  water.   I  breathe  freely.   The  enemy  has  ventured 
from  behind  his  entrenchments;  modestiy  enough,  it  is 
true,  but  still,  sir,  he  is  out,  aod  I  am  too  happy  to  meet 
him  on  the  plain.     My  voice  shall  reach  the  people,  that 
they  may  know  who  are  their  friends,  and  who  it  is  that 
seek,  in  the  indulgence  of  a  rank  personal  animosity,  to 
corrupt  the  sources  of  their  comfort  and  prosperity,  di» 
minish  the  value  of  their  property,  and  take  from  them 
what  they  now  enjoy — a  fair  and  just  equivalent  for  the 
toil  of  their  hands,  and  the  sweat  of  their  brows.     Will 
not  this  prove  the  issue  of  these  reiterated  attacks  on 
the  bank?    Who  can  doubt  it?    No  one,  sir.    I  hold  in 
my  hands  documents  ample  to  prove  it:  I  will  presently 
refer  to  them;  time  will  allow  me  to  do  no  more  at  pre^ 
sent. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  point.  My  honorable 
friends  who  have  preceded  me  in  mis  debate  have  per- 
formed this  day  a  great  duty  to  their  country,  and  with 
that  firmness  and  intelligence  which  always  distinguishes 
their  eiforts.  My  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  has 
amply  demonstrated  the  folly,  if  not  wickedness,  of  this 
expense,  in  its  effects  upon  the  country  at  large,  and  more 
particularly  upon  the  West;  while  my  distinguished  friend 
from  Connecticut  has  with  equal  ability  shown  its  unsound 
and  ruinous  character  as  a  measure  of  finance.  But  what 
says  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ?  Why,  for- 
sooth, he  has  told  us,  in  calm  and  modest  language,  and 
with  a  most  unafiected  simplicity  of  demeanor,  that  he  was 
g^atly  surprised  at  the  opposition  to  this  bill;  that  it  wim 
noUiing  more  than  an  isolated  proposition.  An  isolated 
proposition,  Mr.  Speaker!  And  have  we  come  to  this, 
sir  ?  Is  it  possible  that  an  honorable  member  of  this  House, 
and  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  too,  can  rise 
in  his  seat,  and  teU  us,  iht  assembled  representatives  of 
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t!ie  people,  that  a  proposition  which  strikes  at  the  very 
existence  of  the  most  important  national  institution  in  this 
country,  an  institution  whose  benefits  are  as  extensively  felt 
and  acknowledged  as,  I  had  almost  said,  the  broad  light 
of  day  itself,  without  whose  acency  it  is  well  known  the 
administration  of  affairs  could  not  progress,  and  whose 
amount  of  exchanges  in  a  single  year,  foreign  and  domes- 
tic, solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government,  and  the  con- 
venience of  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  manufac- 
turing  and  planting  interests,  exceeds  the  enormous  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars;  is  it  possible, 
I  say,  that  a  proposition  which  strikes  at  the  very  exist- 
ence of  such  an  institution,  and  puts  at  hazard  this  vast 
convenience,  in  which  the  whole  Union  is  so  deeply^  in- 
terested, is  to  be  called  simply  an  isolated  proposition! 
The  honorable  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  must  excuse  me.  I  cannot  view  it  in  that  light. 
My  financial  vision,  humble  as  it  is,  cannot  adapt  itself  to 
such  a  focus.  An  isolated  proposition,  sir!  I  consider  it, 
and  respectfully  invoke  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
point,  as  part  and  parcel  of  that  grand  system  of  attack 
against  thts  noble  and  ably  administered  institution,  began 
at  an  early  period  of  the  present  administration,  fully  devel- 
oped in  the  ever  memorable  veto  message,  and  now,  sir, 
brought  into  this  House,  that  we,  too,  may  be  made  sub- 
servient and  accessory  to  its  completion .  But  I  trust,  sir, 
that  the  representatives  of  this  great  nation  will  at  once 
boldly  march  up  to  this  Question,  meet  it  at  the  very 
threshold,  and  crush  it  before  its  influences  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  contaminate  the  air  we  breathe.  But,  sir,  the 
honorable  gentleman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
goes  further,  and  tells  us  that  this  bill  simply  proposes 
<Mo  disenthral  the  Government  from  a  partnership  in  this 
incorporated  company."  Why,  sir,  this  is  strange  doc- 
trine, to  say  the  least  of  it.  The  bill  proposes  to  separate 
at  once  the  Government  and  the  bank.  Now,  sir,  although 
it  is  true  that,  when  the  Government  invited  its  citizens  to 
join  in  this  partnership,  there  was  no  express  stipulation 
to  that  effect,  yet  was  there  just  moral  ground  to  presume 
that  the  Government  would  not  desert  the  stockholders 
until  the  term  of  the  partnership  had  fully  expired;  and 
this  presumption  was  the  more  natural,  inasmuch  as  the 
citizen  was  but  slow  to  subscribe  in  the  first  instance,  and 
accepted  but  reluctantly  the  invitation  to  invest. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that  while  the  Government 
has  derived  every  possible  benefit  from  the  labor  and  ex- 
ertion of  the  stockholder,  the  latter  has  at  no  time  receiv- 
ed even  lemil  interest  for  his  money.  This  position,  sir, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  constitutes  a  strong  moral  ground 
of  objection  agdnst  this  bill.  But  there  are  others,  and 
equally  strong  ones,  presenting  tliemselves  to  my  mind. 
I  cannot 'abandon  the  nope  that  the  people  of  these  United 
States  will,  before  lon^,  have  their  eyes  opened  to  the 
true  state  of  this  question.  I  firmly  believe  that,  even  at 
this  moment,  party  discipline  aside,  a  vast  majority  of  them 
are  in  favor  of  renewing  the  charter  of  this  bank.  I  will 
not  therefore  consent  that  their  interest  in  the  renewal  of 
this  charter  should  be  thus  extinguished;  and,  so  far  as 
my  humble  voice  and  exertions  can  go  to  accomplish  it,  I 
am  resolved  that  they  shall  not  only  have  the  benefit  of  the 
bonus  to  be  paid  hereafter  for  the  renewal,  but  likewise 
have  all  the  advantage  of  the  increased  value  of  the  seven 
millions,  in  conseouence  of  that  renewal,  which  cannot 
fail  to  amount  to  from  two  to  three  millions  of  dollars. 
This,  sir,  may  never  happen:  I  anticipate  the  reverse. 
And  I  do  not  hesitate  here,  in  my  place,  to  express  my 
conviction,  that  when  that  question  again  comes  up  for 
consideration  on  this  floor,  and  the  country  and  Congress 
are  put  in  possession  of  tlie  documents  proving  the  actual 
conaition  of  this  bank,  and  the  vast  benefits  that  result  to 
the  Union  from  it, ,  that  public  opinion  will  make  it  im- 
perative upon  both  Congress  and  the  Executive  to  add 
their  sanction  to  its  judgment,  and  continue  the  benefits 


of  this  institution  to  the  people,  without  which,  having  so 
long  enjoyed  them,  they  would  become  poor  indeed. 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  how  and  to  whom  does  he  propose  to  sell  this 
stock?  to  the  bank  or  to  individuals?  If  it  be  to  the  bank 
he  looks,  surely  it  is  with  but  little  hope,  for  the  bank  has 
been  hitherto  managed  with  too  distinguished  skill  to  sup- 
pose it  capable  of  the  folly  of  reducing  its  capital,  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  the  spirit  of  its  charter,  which  assigns 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  as  the  amount  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  perform  its  duties  to  the  country,  of  diminish- 
ing its  business,  and  curtailing  its  means  of  usefulness. 

If,  then,  the  bank  be  out  of  the  question,  it  is  scarcely 
probable  that  any  honest  capitalist  will,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, seek  it  as  a  permanent  investment.  It  must 
therefore  remain  a  long  time  in  the  market,  before  it  can 
become  absorbed  by  the  community,  greatly  depressing 
the  value  of  the  property  of  the  present  stockholders, 
depreciating  daily  in  its  own,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
nation  at  large,  and  only  tending  to  illustrate  the  wretch- 
ed infatuation  upon  which  the  financial  concerns  of  this 
nation  are  based.  It  follows,  then,  as  my  honorable  friend 
from  Kentucky  has  clearly  shown,  that  no  one  remains 
but  the  profligate  speculator  or  the  Government  partisan, 
to  avail  themselves  of  this  chance;  a  combination  which 
we,  as  legislators,  should  ever  consider  it  among  the  first 
and  highest  of  our  moral  duties  to  discountenance  and 
banish. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  time  is  not  allowed  me  by 
the  rules  of  the  House  to  go  fully  into  this  subject.  1  hold 
the  document  in  my  possession  to  demonstrate  roost 
satisfactorily  to  this  House,  that  certainly  there  does  not 
exist  at  this  moment,  perhaps  there  never  has  at  any  time 
existed,  an  institution  so  sound  in  all  its  parts,  so  beauti- 
fully harmonious  in  its  action,  and  beneficial  in  all  its  re- 
sults, as  this  much  calumniated,  much  abused  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

I  beg  honorable  gentlemen  from  the  West  and  Soutli- 
west,  and,  let  me  add,  too,  from  the  South,  who  entertain 
feelings  hostile  to  this  institution,  not  to  be  led  astray  by 
vague,  indefinite  charges  and  idle  clamor,  no  matter  from 
what  source  they  may  come,  or  under  what  garb  they  may 
approach  them.  Let  them  examine  the  system  of  domes- 
tic and  foreign  exchanges,  of  which  this  institution  is  con- 
stitutionally the  agent,  and  the  enormous  amount  of  which 
I  have  heretofore  alluded  to,  exceeding,  in  one  single 
year,  the  sum  of  250,000,000  dollars:  let  them  test  the 
operation  of  this  system  upon  their  own  constituents,  the 
value  of  their  crops  and  of  their  property  generally,  and 
then  let  them  calmly  ask  themselves,  can  we,  in  the  ikce 
of  this  evidence,  on  any  ground  of  political  expediency, 
or  party  policy,  lend  ourselves  to  prostrate  this  institution, 
and  with  it  the  value  and  comfort  of  all  that  is  most  dear 
to  us?  Let  them  examine  and  admire  the  admirable  theory 
of  its  action,  its  vital  principle,  by  means  of  which  It  ex- 
pands, with  admirable  effect,  to  meet  every  exigency, 
and  having  completed  its  sphere  of  duties,  again  contracts 
itself  as  business  subsides,  and  thus  preserves  the  whole 
atmosphere  of  trade  and  commerce,  as  it  were,  sound  and 
healthful.  The  calm,  dispassionate,  unprejudiced,  pa* 
triotic  mind  will  not  for  a  moment  hesitate. 

But,  sir,  while  on  this  subject,  and  before  I  take  my  seat, 
the  House  will  pardon  me  while  I  take  as  concise  a  view 
as  possible  of  the  g^ve,  and,  in  my  opinion,  most  unac* 
countable  charge  against  the  bank,  made  from  the  high- 
est quarter,  as  to  its  solvency  and  security  as  a  place  of 
deposite  of  the  public  funds.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  how  I 
can  better  illustrate  the  fallacy  of  this  charge,  than  by  a 
reference  to  a  document  1  hold  in  my  hand,  from  which  I 
quote  a  few  fiicts,  as  they  appear  in  the  report  of  the  New 
York  Legislature,  made  on  the  3 1st  of  January,  1833. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  amount  of  bank- 
ing capital  in  the  United  States,  independent  of  the  Bank 
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of  the  United  States,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  million 
.  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  their  circulation  68,332,556 
dollars;  and  that  the  whole  annount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults  did  not  exceed  10,953,950  dollars.  Compare  with 
this,  at  the  same  period,  and  immediately  after  having  ef- 
fected, without  the  least  disturbance  whatever,  either  to 
the  currency  of  the  country,  or  its  business  in  any  branch 
whatever,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  debt,  the 
situation  of  this  insolvent  institution,  its  capital  thirty-five 
roillions  of  dollars,  its  circulation  17,667,444  dollars,  while 
the  specie  in  its  vaults  equalled  the  sum  of  9,040,050  dol- 
lars.  And  yet,  sir,  we  are  told,  in  tlie  fiice  of  facts  so 
easily  got  at,  and  in  defiance  of  all  collateral  evidence  of 
the  most  unrivalled  prosperity,  that  the  bank  is  insolvent, 
and  not  a  fit  place  of  deposite  for  the  public  funds!  Sir, 
it  is  difficult  to  believe  this.  History  will  not  credit  Uiat 
any  administration  could  be  so  regardless  of  public  opinion, 
or  so  reckless  in  the  prosecution  of  its  ends,  as  to  give 
utterance  to  charges  so  fatal  in  their  character,  not  more 
to  the  credit  of  the  bank  than  to  the  character  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  nation  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  unsup- 
ported b^  even  the  shadow  of  proof. 

But,  sir,  I  have  not  yet  done.  Every  one  knows  what 
for  some  time  past  has  been  the  condition  of  England:  la- 
boring under  a  sUte  of  the  highest  political  ferment,  dis- 
tracted  in  her  councils,  her  ancient  institutions  tottering 
to  their  base,  and  on  the  eve  of  avast  moral  as  well  aspo- 
litical  revolution,  it  became  necessary  to  subject  her  great 
moneyed  institution  to  an  investigation  as  rigorously  as  it 
was  no  doubt  skilfully  managed,  and  what  was  the  result.^ 
Why,  it  was  found  that  the  Bank  of  England,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  72,765,000  dollars,  a  circulation  of  90,258,550  dol- 
lars, had  of  specie  in  its  vaults  a  sum  amounting  only  to 
26,465,750  dollars;  and  yet  this  institution  is  sustained  by 
a  report  of  the  committee  of  Parliament,  and  represented 
by  the  Government  to  be  in  a  most  flourishing  condition, 
while  the  administration  of  our  own  Government  brings 
all  Its  influence  and  patronage  to  bear  against  tlie  great 
national  bank  of  the  Union,  with  the  view  to  crush  it,  be- 
cause, forsooth,  its  circulation  does  not  equal  half  its  ca- 
pital»  while  the  specie  in  its  vaults  nearly  equals  that  con- 
tained in  all  the  other  banks  of  the  country  taken  toge- 
ther, and  falls  short  only  by  one-half  its  own  amount  of 
circulation.  I  blush,  sir,  while  I  state  the  fact.  I  wish 
my  constituents,  however,  to  know  it,  and  ardently  de- 
sire that  all  possible  information  on  this  deeply  important 
subject  may  be  laid  before  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had,  how- 
ever, assured  the  House,  the  Government  had  not  willed 
the  destruction  of  the  bank.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  stated  what  he  no  doubt  believes;  his  opportunities 
have,  perhaps,  enabled  him  to  receive  assurances  which 
have  satisfied  his  mind  on  that  point;  but,  as  I  do  not  live 
under  the  same  favorable  auspices  with  the  honorable 
gx?ntleman,  I  only  form  my  opinions  from  the  great  public 
acts  of  the  Executive,  and  his  advocates  both  here  and 
out  of  doors.  I  am  led  to  a  different  conclusion,  quite, 
and  to  me  it  is  a  fact  as  evident  as  the  sun  at  noon-day, 
that  the  destruction  of  the  bank  has  long  since  been  de- 
termined on,  and  will  be  consummated/  unless,  amid  the 
political  convulsions  of  the  day,  a  new  light  should  sud- 
denly spring  up,  a  new  conviction  arise  of  the  sound  moral 
as  well  as  political  expediency  of  renewing  its  charter, 
and  of  receiving  it  within  the  pale  of  those  constitutional 
powers  of  the  Government  as  essential  in  its  sphere  as  the 
judiciary  has,  of  late,  been  found  to  be  important  and  pa- 
ramount in  the  more  grave  and  important  orbit  in  which  it 
18  called  upon  to  act. 

Mr.  W.  hoped  that,  in  any  remarks  he  had  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  make,  he  should  not  be  considered  as  in- 
tending any  thing  personally  disrespectful  to  any  honora- 
ble member  on  this  floor.  Such,  he  assured  the  House, 
was  not  his  intention*     He  hoped  he  knew  too  well  what 


was  due  to  the  distineuished  body  before  which  he  stood, 
and  which  had  done  him  too  much  honor  by  the  patient 
hearing  the^  had  bestowed  on  him;  too  well  what  was  due 
to  his  constituents  as  well  as  to  himself.  It  was  true,  he  had 
assuled  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  confessed  himself  entirely  at  a  loss  to  conceive  upon 
what  ground  or  public  document  that  could  possibly  have 
come  oefore  that  committee,  the  bill  then  under  consider- 
ation could  have  been  based. 

[Here  the  Spxakxb  reminded  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  it  was  not  in  order  to  assail  the  acts  of  a  com- 
mittee.] 

Mr.  \y .  stated  that  he  only  intended  to  refer  to  tlie  acts 
of  the  committee,  as  they  had  been  brought  before  the 
House.  Beyond  that  he  did  not  wish  to  go— that  surelv 
afforded  him  ample  ground.  He  again  repeated  that  i^ 
in  the  ardor  of  debate,  any  thing  had  dropped  from  him, 
calculated  to  wound  personally,  he  should  regret  it  ex- 
tremely. In  conclusion,  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
House  would  at  once  meet  this  question  with  the  firmness 
and  decision  its  importance  demanded,  and  hoped  that  on 
his  return  home  to  his  constituents,  he  might  have  it  in  his 
power  to  congratulate  them  and  the  country  that  a  mea- 
sure so  fraught  with  ruin  to  them  and  it,  had  been  met  at 
once,  and  quashed  in  its  very  bud.     He  had  done. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  then  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  motion  being  duly  seconded,  the 
previous  <|uestion  was  ordered:   Yeas  94,  nays  90. 

The  main  cjuestion  was  then  put  in  the  following  form: 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?"  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Acums,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Alien, 
Allison,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  N.  Barber, 
Barringer,  Barstow,,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Branch,  Briggs, 
Bucher,  Bullard,  Burd,  Cahoon,  Choate,  Collier,  L.  Con- 
diet,  S .  Condit,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Daniel,  John  Davis, 
W.  K.  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart,  Dickson,  Dray- 
ton, Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Grennell,  H.  Hall, 
Hawes,  Hiester,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Huntington,  Ihrie, 
IngersoU,  Irvin,  Jenifer,  Kendall,  H.  King,  Kerr,  Letch- 
er, Marshall,  Maxwell,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuflie,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Newton,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Pitcher,  Potts,  Randolph,  John  Reed,  Rencher,  Root, 
Russel,  Semmes,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Smith,  South- 
ard, Spence,  Stanbery,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Taylor,  Phile- 
mon Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wa^- 
ington,  Watmough,  Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Frederick  WhitUesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wickliffe, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Young~102. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  R.  Allen,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Barnwell,  James  Bates,  Beardsley,  Bell, 
Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair,  John  BJair,  Boon,  Bouck, 
Bouldin,  John  Brodhead,  John  C.  Brodhead,  Cambre- 
leng,  Chandler,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke, 
Connor,  Davenport,  Dayan,  Doubleday,  Draper,  Felder, 
Ford,  Foster,  Gaither,  Gtlmore,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thomas 
H.  Hall,  William  Hall,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hoffman,  Hol- 
land, Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Isacks,  Jarvis,  Jewett, 
Richard  M*  Johnson,  Cave  Jolmson,  Kavanagh,  Kennon, 
Adam  King,  John  King,  Lamar,  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Le- 
compte,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mann,  Mardis,  Mason  McCartv, 
Wm.  McCoy,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Mitchell,  Newnar.,  Nuck- 
olls, Patton,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  E<lward  C.  Reed, 
Roane,  Soule,  Speight,  Standifer,  John  Thomson,  Ver- 
planck.  Ward,  Waidwell,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell  P. 
White,  Worthington— 91. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  Senate  attended 
in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives — the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  taking  the  chair  of  the  House— and 
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ia  the  presence  of  the  two  Hooses  prooeeded  to  open 
the  rotes  of  the  Electors  in  the  sevenl  States  for  Pren- 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  Messrs. 
Gbuvbt,  of  the  Senate,  and  Dbattov  and  Uvbbabd, 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  acted  as  a  committee 
to  read  and  enumerate  the  votes;  and  the  whole  having 
been  gone  through,  the  result  was  ascertained  to  be  as 
follows: 


Statemeni  of  iht,  votes  fir  President  and  Viee  PresiderU 
of  the  United  States^  for  four  i^ara,  from  the  44h  of 
March,  1833. 
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40 

11 

145 

Majority. 

Fotefor  President  of  the  United  States. 

For  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tennessee,  -  219 

For  Henry  Clav,  of  Kentucky,  -    49 

For  John  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  •  -    11 

ForWilliam  Wirt,  of&Uryland,      -  -      7 

Vote  for  Fiee  President  of  the  United  States. 

For  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  -  189 

For  John  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  -    49 

For  William  Wilkins,  of  Pennsyhwnia,  -    30 

For  Amos  EUmaker,  of  Pennsylvania,  -      7 

For  Henry  Lee,- of  Massachusetts,  •  -    11 

Whereupon,  the  President  of  the  Senate  proclaimed 
that  AvDBBw  Jacksov,  of  Tennessee,  having  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  votes,  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States  for  four  years,  from  the  4th  day  of 
March  next)  and  that  Mabtiit  Vak  Bubbn,  of  New  York, 
having  a  majority  of  votes  therefor,  was  elected  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  for  the  same  term. 

The  Senate  then  withdrew,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

THUnSDAT,  Febbuabt  14.. 
GEOLOGICAL  SURVEYS. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  of  Maine,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution : 

Mesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
•tracted  to  inqtidreinto  tho  expediency  of  authoriaing  the 


President  of  the  United  States  to  emp1<^  a  suitable  person, 
in  aid  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  geology  and  mineralogy  of  each  of  the ' 
several  States  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  mineralogical  and  geological  map  of  the  whole 
territory  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE  said  that  he  should  vote  against  the 
resolution,  because  he  understood  tliat  the  act  of  1824, 
referred  to  in  the  resolution,  had  been  practically  nulli- 
fied, inasmuch  as  the  money  intended  to  cover  all  the  ez* 
pense  of  surveying  the  routes  of  roads  and  canals  had 
been  withheld,  and  the  surveys  forbidden  to  proceed,  un- 
less  the  respective  States  where  the  surveys  were  to  be 
made,  would  consent  to  bear  the  expense  out  of  their 
own  funds:  of  this,  however,  a  gentleman  behind  him 
knew  more  than  he.  Now,  if  such  was  indeed  the  case, 
Mr.  W.  was  against  continuing  a  law,  the  only  use  of 
which  would  be  to  provide  a  good  fat  place  for  some  man 
that  wanted  employment. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  that  the  resolution  went  to  com- 
mit no  one,  to  create  no  office,  to  take  no  money  out  of 
thetreasunr.  If  it  were  true  that  the  law  of  1824  had 
been  annulled,  then  thia  resolution  wouM  be  without 
effect. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  sud  that  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  very  unexpectedly  called  upon  him  for  an 
explanation  of  the  subject  referred  to,  it  might  be  proper 
for  him  to  state,  that  a  very  important  route  for  a  rul* 
road  in  the  noitheastern  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in« 
tended  to  connect  Lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  river,  having 
been  proposed,  an  application  had  been  made  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Ohio 
delegation,  by  many  members  from  the  western  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  others,  soliciting  an  examination  of  the 
route  in  question.  The  Legislature  of  Ohio  had  consider^ 
ed  the  object  of  so  much  importance  that  they  had  grant- 
ed an  act  of  incorporation  to  a  company  for  tne  construe* 
tion  of  the  road,  and  it  had  been  in  contemplation  to 
make  an  application  to  the  General  Government  for  aid 
to  carry  it  into  execution.  The  Secretary  of  War  had 
taken  up  the  subject,  and,  with  the  promptitude^  which 
usually  characterized  the  movements  of  that  officer,  had 
promptly  informed  them  that  the  application  would  be 
granted,  provided  an  appropriation  for  surveys  under  the 
act  of  1834  should  be  made.  It  had  been  made;  and  the 
expectation  of  all  had  been,  that  the  surveys  would  be 
made  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Statea.  A  corps  of 
engineers  had  been  detailed,  and  part  of  them  had  arrived 
on  the  ground,  when  it  was  founa  that  the  bill  had  been 
so  far  countermanded  as  to  throw  the  whole  expense  of 
the  survey  on  the  company,  save  the  personal  services  of 
the  engineer  employed i  the  company  had  consequently 
been  called  together,  and  they  had  voted  to  refuse  the 
offer.  In  consequence,  the  route  had  not  been  surveyed. 
The  engineer  had.  remained  upon  the  line  till  near  the 
fall,  and  had  then  asked  and  received  leave  of  absence  on 
furlough,  on  condition  of  reporting  himself  to  the  depart- 
ment once  in  every  two  weeks,  that  they  might  know 
where  to  direct  orders.. 

A  simikr  application  bad  been  made  fbr  the  survey  of 
a  railroad  from  the  Hudson  river  to  Portage  Summit,  in 
Ohio.  Great  interest  had  been  felt  in  this  work  in  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio,  where  it  was  universally 
considered  as  a  work  of  great  national  importance.  The 
applicants  had  been  told  that  the  survey  would  be  made, 
but  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  he  had  mentioned* 
respecting  the  other  case.  Engineers  had  been  despatch- 
ed, but  an  order  from  the  President  had  suspended  their 
operations. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said  that  the  correctness  or  incor* 
reotness  of  this  statement  would  not  affect  ^e  propriety 
of  passing  the  resolution,  rince,  if  the  President  should 
refuse  to  employ  the  corps  of  engineers  under  the  act  of 
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1824,  the  iDdividual  referred  to  in  the  resolation  would, 
of  course,  not  be  appointed. 

Mr,  WUHTLESEY  said  he  was  not  to  be  understood 
as  opposing  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BURD  advocated  the  resolution  in  a  short  speech, 
in  which  he  expressed  his  wish  that  the  resolution 
could  be  so  extended  as  to  include  all  the  relative  re- 
sources of  the  different  States,  so  that  stranffers  and  emi* 
grants  might  have  some  guide  in  selecting  where  to  locate 
Siemselves. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  had  not  risen  to  oppose  the  re- 
solution, being  friendly  to  all  inquiries  of  this  character. 
He  sustained  the  assertion  of  Mr.  WiCKLins,  as  to  the 
nullification  of  the  law  for  surveys,  and  stated  a  corre- 
spondence between  himself  and  the  War  Department,  on 
the  subject  of  assuming  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  when  not  contradicted  by  any  legisla- 
tion of  the  House,  as  the  rule  which  was  to  guide  the 
operations  of  the  department  in  conducting  the  surveys. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  <*  under  the  act  of  1824, ''  as  he  was 
not  willing  that  the  money  which  that  law  had  destined 
to  be  employed  in  surveys,  should  be  diverted  to  a  differ- 
ent use. 

Mr.  MERCER  further  explained  as  to  the  history  of  a 
survey  ordered  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  North  Carolina,  thinking  this  a  danger- 
ous initiation  of  a  new  system  for  expending  the  public 
money,  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

Mr.  YiKToir's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  moved  to  change  the'  direction  of  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canalst 

This  motion  was  negatived  {  and 

The  resolution  was  then  ag^ed  to. 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

The  hour  having  arrived  at  which  the  House  had  re- 
solved to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  public  printer, 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  was  thereupon 
called. 

Eight  members  were  absent — when  the  call  was  sus- 
pended. 
,  Mr.  McCOY,  of  Virginia,  then  nominated  Francis  P. 
Blair. 

Mr.  NEWTON,  of  Virginia,  nominated  Gales  &  Seaton. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  nominated  Duff  Green. 

Mr.  COOKE,  of  New  York,  nominated  Thurlowe 
Weed. 

The  SPEAKER  read  a  communication  from  William 
Greer  &  Son,  proposing  to  do  the  work  cheaper-  than 
any  body  else. 

Mr.  BURD,  of  Pennsylvania,  thereupon  nominated 
William  Greer  &  Son. 

Messrs.  McCot,  Nswtok,  WiCKurrs,  Cookv,  and 
BuRD,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  count  the  votes. 

When  the  balloting  commenced,  and  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 


o    o    o    o 
«S   '3   13    'S 


o    o    o    o    o    o 

s   s   S3   s   fS:   s 

Tor  F.  P.  Blair,  88  93  96  95  93  97  96  98  97  95 

Gales  &  Seaton,  60  69  77  78  80  79  78  78  83  84 

Duff  Green,  25  35  20  16  14  14  14  12  14  11 

W.  Greer  &  Son,  8    3 

Th.  Weed,  12    7          1          11          12 

Condy  Raguet,  545  10    875465 

Anne  Royail,  1 

Blackmore,  1 


Blank, 


3    4 


6    9    4    4    5 


At  the  close  of  the  10th  ballot,  it  being  after  4  o'dock* 
an  adjournment  was  moved,  which  suco^ded,  and 
The  House  adjourned* 

Fbidat,  FsumuimT  15. 

ELECTION  OF  PRINTER. 

The  House  i^sumed  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, being  the  election  of  a  printer  to  the  House 
for  the  next  Congress;  the  same  tellers  as  yesterday  act- 
in([.  The  following  was  the  result  of  the  sevend  bal- 
lotmgss 

FM.  Second.  Third,  Ihurth. 
For  Gales  &  Seaton,  91  94  93  99 

F.  P.  Blur,  90  91  90  94 

Duff  Green,  7  3  2  1 

C.  Ragifet,  7  5  2  1 

Blanks,  4  3  2  2 

After  the  ^ird  ballot, 

Mr.  HALL,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a  resolution  post- 
poning the  election  until  the  first  Thursday  in  the  next 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  such  a  resolu* 
tion  was  in  order,  under  the  law. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  stating  that  the  postponement  was  inadmissible,  in- 
asmuch as  Sie  House  was  acting  under  a  law  which  re- 
quired the  election  to  be  made  at  the  present  session. 
He,  however,  waived  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WAYNE,  who  said  that  the  House  was  now  exe- 
cuting a  law,  and  must  proceed  with  the  election  unless 
the  law  be  repeided.  To  postpone  tlie  election  until  the 
next  session  would  violate  the  law,  and  could  not  be  done 
without  the  interposition  of  the  joint  action  of  the  two 
Houses.  He  read  the  act  which  enjoined  the  election  of 
a  printer  at  the  close  of  every  Confress;  and  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would  withdraw  his  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  HALL  then  withdrew  his  resolution. 

Mr.  BOON,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  postpone  the  elec- 
tion to  the  3d  day  of  March,  (the  last  dav  of  the  session,) 
but  being  informed  that  the  3d  was  Sunday,  he  varied  his 
motion  to  the  2d  day  of  March,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  doubted  the  correctness  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair,  and  made  some  remarks  to  show  that 
Mr.  Williams's  motion  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  explained;  and 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  not  persisting  in  his  oppontion  to 
the  decision. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
election  to  the  2d  of  March,  and  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows:  Yeas  92,  nays  101. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  taken,  and  stood:  Yeas  14,  na^s  173. 

The  fourth  balloting  then  took  place,  which  resulting  as 
as  above  stated.  Gales  &  Seaton  were  declared  by  the 
Speaker  to  be  duly  elected  printers  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  ensuing  Congress. 

Satvrdat,  Fsbruart  16. 
LAND  REPORTS. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

Bewieedt  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause  to  be  col- 
lected, arranged,  and  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  such  of  the  reports  of  the  several  boards 
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of  commissioners,  and  the  registers  and  receivers  when 
acting  as  boards,  for  the  adjudication  and  determination 
of  land  claims  in  the  several  States  and  Territories,  which 
repoi'ts  were  adverse  to  claimants,  and  which  have  not  been 
printed  heretofore  by  order  of  this  House;  and  that  the 
said  Clerk  cause  to  be  made  to  the  same  a  suitable  index. 

Mr.  WILDE  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  till 
Monday. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  conversation  and  explanations, 
in  which  Messrs.  WILDE,  WICKLIFFE,  CLAY,  BUL- 
LARD,  and  VINTON  took  part. 

Mr.  VINTON  condemned  the  motion  as  likely  to  occa- 
sion the  printing  of  a  vast  mass  of  matter  amounting  to  a 
number  of  volumes,  without  any  useful  result. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  replied,  and  referred  to  the  great 
facilities  which  would  be  enjoyed  by  the  Land  Commit- 
tee, in  consequence  of  having  the  record  to>efer  to. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  supported  the  motion,  as  did 
Mr.  BULLARD,  Mr.  MASON,  and  Mr.  WHITTLESEY. 

Mr.  CAMBUELENG  thought  more  deliberation  was 
necessary  before  passing  a  resolution  giving  to  an  indivi- 
dual one  of  the  heaviest  printing  jobs  the  House  had  ever 
offered. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  warmly  supported  the  motion  as 
likely  to  save  immense  trouble  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  a  large  part  of  whose  labors  were  occasioned  by 
cases  from  the  Committees  on  the  Public  Lands  and  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  LEAVITT  opposed  the  resolution,  not  having  data 
as  to  the  extent  and  expense  of  its  consequences. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  explained,  and  urc^ed  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  such  a  recorai  the  expense  of  improper- 
ly allowing  one  of  those  larg^  land  claims  would  cost  the 
nation  far  more  than  the  whole  of  this  printing.  • 

Mr.  WAYNE  suggested  that  an  index  might  be  pre- 
pared which  would  answer  the  whole  purpose.  He  in- 
quired of  Mr.  WicKuvFB  as  to  the  number  of  volumes 
which  would  have  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  could  not  exactly  state,  but  suppos- 
ed the  whole  expense  would  not  exceed  $2,000.  He 
adverted  to  a  claim  which  had  been  allowed  by  the  Land 
Committee,  but  which  would  have  been  promptly  re- 
jected had  the  committee  seen  the  records  he  now  wislied 
printed. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  if  Mr.  Wicklivvb  would  examine 
and  produce  an  estimate,  he  would  vote  in  favor  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  supported  the  resolution,  and  stated  the 
erroneous  grounds  on  which  many  decisions  of  boards  of 
commissioners  had  proceeded. 

The  further  prosecution  of  the  debate  was  cut  off  by  the 
expiration  of  the  hour. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  sundry'  bills. 
Having  come  to  the  bill  for  the 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  FRONTIERS, 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  **  dra- 
goons," and  to  increase  the  force  of  the  proposed  mount- 
ed battalion  into  a  regiment  of  ten  companies. 

Mr.  D.  made  a  brief  statement  of  his  object  in  making 
tills  motion.  He  objected  to  the  bill  as  reported,  because 
it  contemplated  a  change  in  the  character  of  the  corps, 
and  a  4iminution  of  from  six  to  four  hundred.  He  was  anx- 
ious for  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  corps,  but  was 
opposed  to  diminishing  the  number  of  men.  He  had  giv- 
en notice  when  the  bill  passed  at  the  last  session,  that  he 
would  avail  himself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  propose  an 
increase  of  the  corps  so  as  to  form  the  battalion  into  a  re- 
giment, but  be  was  unwilling  to  change  it  into  dragoons, 
because  he  did  not  believe  they  would  be  as  efficient  in 
service,  or  as  acceptable  to  the  settlers  on  the  frontier, 
whom  this  troop  was  intended  to  defend.    He  would  not 


consume  the  time  of  the  committee  with  any  further  re- 
marks, but  would  renew  his  motion  when  the  bill  comes 
into  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  several  small  amendments  in 
reference  to  sergeants,  buglers,  forage,  &c.,  which  were 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  to  the 
Houje. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  toke  up  the  Post  Office  bill. 

No  quorum  having  voted, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  a  call  of  the  House.  The  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  House  was  called. 

The  call  having  been  gone  through,  an  adjournment 
was  moved. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
They  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  23, 
nays  116. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  recess  till  5  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CRAIG  moved  an  adjournment:  Yeas  58,  nays  62. 

Mr.  CONNOR  renewed  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rule, 
to  move  to  fgo  into  committee  on  the  Post  Omce  bill:  Yeas 
71,  nays  39 — not  two-thirds,  the  required  number  to  sus- 
pend a  rule. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  they  were 
taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  78,  nays  83. 

Mr.  CONNOR  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  to  go 
into  committee  on  the  Post  Office  bill  on  Monday. 

Various  motions  to  take  up  particular  bills  having  fail- 
ed, another  motion  was  made  for  an  adjournment — which 
carried. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

[During  nearly  the  whole  of  this  day's  sitting  the  mem- 
bers were  attracted  in  numbers  to  the  Senate  chamber  by 
the  debate  going  on  there;  which  accounts  for  the  diffi- 
culty experienced  in  keeping  a  House  together.] 

MONDAT,    FSBRUABT    18. 

LAND  REPORTS. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wickupfe,  for  print- 
ing certain  reports  of  the  board  of  commissioners  on  land 
claims,  coming  up, 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion so  as  to  include  as  well  tlie  reports  in  favor,  as  those 
adverse  to  the  claimants.  He  explained  the  present  dila- 
pidated state  of  the  records  to  be  printed,  and  stated  that 
the  whole  nught  be  comprised  in  a  single  volume. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  he  had  heard  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  tlie  printing,  expressed 
by  a  gentleman  formerly  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.     This  brought  up 

Mr.  ISACKS,  of  Tennessee,  who  made  statements  as 
to  the  result  of  inquiries  formerly  made  in  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  as  to  the  expediency  of  printing 
these  reports,  the  result  of  which  had  been  that  it  would 
cost  more  than  it  was  worth. 

The  debate  was  here  cut  short  (the  hour  of  12  having 
arrived)  by  a  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  d.ty9 
and  the  House  took  up 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  question  before  the  House  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Drattoht,  of  South  Carolina,  to  recommit  the  bill,  and 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Watsb,  of  Georgia,  to  recommit 
with  instructions  to  reduce  the  revenue  gradually  to  twen- 
ty per  cent,  in  the  year  1841,  and  to  provide  for  the  in- 
termediate fluctuation  by  increasing  or  diminishing,  as 
might  be  necessary,  the  duties  on  unprotected  articles. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  that  the  question  bad  assumed  a 
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difTerent  aspect  from  that  which  it  poasesaed  laat  week. 
The  (pentieman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Dbattov]  was 
confiDcd  to  his  apartment  by  severe  indispositton;  and  it 
was  doubtful  whetlier  he  would  be  able  to  resume  his  seat 
during^  the  present  session.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  [Mr.  W.]  would  not  press  the  amendment  which  he  had 
submitted,  but  would,  with  the  consent  of  the  House, 
mthdraw  it,  together  with  that  offered  by  the  member 
from  South  Carolina.  He  had  that  gentleman's  authority 
for  the  withdrawal. 

The  consent  was  giren,  and  the  motions  were  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  DICKSON  sud  that  the  bill,  considering  the 
course  taken  in  relation  to  it  last  week,  had  come  upon 
the  House  rather  by  surprise.  He  should,  therefore,  be- 
fore thejr  proceeded,  further  with  the  amendments,  move 
a  call  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  call  was  ordered 
and  taken,  when  190  members  having  answered  to  their 
names,  the  call  was  suspended  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Polk. 

nr,  CRAWFORD  said  it  must  be  manifest  that,  in  the 
present  temper  of  the  House,  and  the  late  period  of  the 
session,  no  effectual  legislation  could  be  had  upon  this 
bill;  and  he  would  therefore  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  BOULDINrose,  and  requested  that  the  motion  for 
laying  the  bill  upon  the  table  might  be  withdrawn  for  a 
moment,  in  order  to  aUow  him  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing the  course  which  he  and  some  of  his  friends  intended 
to  pursue  in  relation  to  this  great  question. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  consented  on  condition  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  motion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  had,  with  aU  the  care  in  his 
power,  drawn  out  a  formal  bill  grounded  upon  the  pro- 

Sosition  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  on  a  former 
ay,  and  upon  some  of  the  kmendments  which  had  been 
submitted.  It  was  his  wish  to  offer  a  complete  bill  as  the 
tender  of  a  £ur  and  honorable  compromise  to  those  in- 
terested in  manufactures.  He  had  nothing  further  to  say. 
He  should  have  offered  it  as  soon  as  the  subject  was  ta- 
ken up,  but  he  was  aware  that  it  would  not  be  then  in 
order.  He  should,  however,  submit  it  as  soon  as  it  be- 
came in  order. 

Mr.  ARCHER  inquired  whether  it  would  not  be  in  or- 
der to  offer  it  before  the  other  amendments  of  the  present 
bill  should  be  disposed  of|  and  if  so,  he  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  be  withdrawn 
for  that  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order  until  the 
amendments  were  disposed  of. 

MTi  CRAWFORD  regretted  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  the  request,  and  that  he  fdt  himself  compelled  to 
renew  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  result  was  as 
follows:  Yeas  84^  nays  108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  returned  to  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  on  blankets,  wluch  had  been  propos- 
ed by  Mr.  Whits,  of  New  York,  and  which  graduates 
the  duty  fit>m  thirty  down  to  twenty  per  cent,  (leaving  it 
permanent  at  fifteen  per  cent.)  was  concurred  in  by  yeas 
and  najra:  Yeas  114,  na^  68. 

The  amendment  which  went  to  except  ready^nade 
clothing  from  the  operation  of  this  bill  was  also  concur- 
red in:  Yeas  100,  nays  75. 

The  question  next  came  up  on  the  amendment  which 
retained  carpets,  flannels,  bockings,  and  baizes,  as  under 
the  law  of  1839,    This  was  concurred  in  without  a  count. 

The  amendment  which  made  the  reduction  upon  cloths 
more  gradual,  as  originally  reported,  and  fixed  it  at  35  per 
•ent*  tHi  March,  1835f  and  so  down,  lea^ng  the  duty 
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permanent  at  25  per  cent.,  was  concurred  in  by  yeas  and 
nays:  Yeas  104,  nays  72. 

A  proviso,  keeping  the  duty  on  ready-made  clothing  as 
under  the  law  oi  1828,  was  next  concurred  in  wi^out  a 
count. 

The  amendment  striking  out  the  &th  and  9th  sections 
of  the  bill,  including  the  duties  on  cottons,  and  substitut- 
ing other  provisions  fixing  Uie  duty  at  30  per  cent,  and 
down  to  30,  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  on  concurxing  in  a  duty  of  two 
cents  per  pound  on  raw  cotton.  Adopted  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  BinHnroxR.  This  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays:  Ytas  93, 
nays  T7,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  He- 
man  Allen,  Allison,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks, 
Barringer,  Bates,  Beardsley,  Bethune,  James  Blair, 
Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  John  C.  Brodhead,  Bucher,  Burd, 
Burges,  Cahoon,  Chandler,  Clay,  Collier,  Condict,  Condit, 
BatesCooke,  Cooper,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creig^ton, 
Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart,  Ellsworth,  Edward  Everett, 
Findlay,  Ford,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hiester, 
Hodges,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  IngersoU,  Irvin, 
laacks,  Jenifer,  A.  King,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Mann, 
Marshall,  Maxwell,  McCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuflie, 
McKay, McKennan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Pier8on>  Pitcher,  Potts,  Reed,  Root,  Semmes, 
Smith,  Soutliard,  Spence,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sutherland^ 
Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tompkins^ 
Tracy,  Vance,  Washington,  Watmough,  Weeks,  Wilkin, 
Wheeler,  Frederick  Whittiesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wick- 
liffe— 93. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barstow,  Bergen, 
John  Blair,  Boon,  Bouck,  Bouldin,  Cambrelftng,  Carson, 
Claiborne,  Clavton,  Coke,  Connor,  Coulter,  Davenport, 
Dickson,  Doubleday,  Draper,  Horace  Everett,  Felder, 
Fitzgerald,  Foster,  Gaitlier,  Oilmore,  Gordon^  Thomas  H. 
Hall,  William  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoffman,  Hogan, 
Horn,  Ihrie,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Joseph 
Johndon,  Kavanagb,  Kerr,  Lamar,  Lansing,  Lecompte, 
Lewis,  Mardis,  Mason,  William  McCoy,  Mclntire,  Mit- 
chell, Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Plummer,  Polk,  Ren« 
cher,  Sewall,  Shepard,  Shepperd,  Soul^  Speight,  Stan- 
difer,  Francis  Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson,  Verplanck^ 
yinton.  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Worthin^on,  Young-7r. 

The  amendments  in  relation  to  cordage,  leaving  the  du^ 
at  two  cents  on  tarred,  and  three  cents  oa  untarred  cord- 
age after  March,  1834f^  were  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  which  imposes  on  fossil  salt  a  duty 
amounting  to  one-third  of  the  duty  on  otlier  salt,  com- 
ing  up, 

Mr.  JARVIS  opposed  the  amendment  as  inconsistent 
with  the  object  or  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  eoes  to  increase, 
instead  of  to  reduce  the  tariff.  It  would,  moreover,  he 
contended,  be  of  great  injury  to  the  manufitcturers  of 
salt. 

Mr.  HOWARD  supported  the  proposition,  as  the  im- 
portation of  the  article  without  such  a  duty  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  worst  consequenoea  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  country. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
concurred  in:  Yeas  89,  nays  86. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TUESSAT,  FZBBVAnx  19. 

LAND  REPORTS. 

The  question  coming  up  on  Mr.  Wigklttts's  resoltt- 
tion,  for  printing  the  decisions  of  boards  of  commissioner! 
on  land  claims  not  hitherto  printed,  together  with  an 
•mendment  propoied  by  Mr.  Wbitx»  of  Florida,  ex- 
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tending  the  resolution  to  decisions  confirming  as  well  as 
rejecting  the  claims, 

Mr.  CLAY  stated  that  Mr.  Whits  (who  was  absent) 
was  willing  to  withdraw  bis  amendment,  lest  it  might  de- 
feat the  resolution. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Whitk's  amendment, 
and  negatived;  and,  after  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  WAYNE 
as  to  the  probable  expense  of  tlie  work. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution,  and  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative,  as  follows:  Yeas  54, 
nays  65,     So  the  resolution  was  reiected. 

[The  proposition  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  passed.] 

The  House  having  passed  to  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 

THE  TARIFF  BILL, 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  of  Maine,  inoved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  of  Saturday  on  the  subject  of  fossil  salt,  (on 
which  the  bill,  as  amended,  imposes  a  duty  equal  to  one- 
third  of  the  duty  on  other  salt.) 

This  motion  introduced,  in  substance,  the  same  debate 
which  has  repeatedly  taken  place  whenever  this  subject 
Las  been  under  consideration. 

Messrs.  REED,  of  Massachusetts,  HOWARD,  and  H. 
EVERETT  advocated,  and  Messrs.  JARVIS,  BLAIR,  of 
Tennessee,  HOFFMAN,  and  CRAIG  opposed  the  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  said  he  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Blaib]  to  say  he  was  opposed  to 
this  duty,  because  he  was  opposed  to  any  duty  on  salt; 
and  that,  if  he  succeeded  in  rejecting  the  proposed  duty 
on  fossil  ssit,  he  should  then  move  to  strike  out  the  duty 
on  salt.  Mr.  E.  said  he  thought  the  question  now  pre- 
sented was  merely  what  were  the  proper  relative  duties 
on  the  two  kinds  of  salt;  that,  should  the  gentleman  suc- 
ceed in  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  duty  on  salt,  this  on 
fossil  salt  would  fall  of  course,  as  in  terms  it  was  pro- 
posed it  should  pay  one-tiiird  the  duty  imposed  on  salt. 
He  thought  the  gentleman  would  find  himself  under  some 
embarrassment  if  the  duty  on  fossil  salt  should  be  stricken 
but,  and  that  on  salt  should  be  retained.  He  presumed 
the  gentleman  had  no  desire  to  exempt  tlie  one  without 
exempting  the  other.  Mr.  E.  thought  there  was  much 
force  in  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Rbsd,]  that  this  article  rested  on  the  same  princi- 
ples as  that  of  sirup  of  sugar.  Both  might  be  considered 
as  raw  noaterials,  each  requiring  foreign  capital  and  la- 
bor— the  one  to  raise  it  from  the  mines,  the  other  to  grow 
the  cane,  and  to  reduce  it  to  sirup.  Both  were  intro- 
duced in  fraud  of  the  revenue,  and  of  the  protection  of 
our  manufactures;  and  he  would  add,  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House  on  the  one  might  determine  bis  vote 
on  the  other. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  negativ- 
ed by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  82,  nays  92. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  in  the  amendment  laying  a  duty  of 
two  cents  a  pound  on  raw  cotton,  as  gentlemen  from  the 
South  had  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 
but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  ISACKS,  who  briefly  stated  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  said  it  bad  been  his  intention  not  to 
have  said  one  word  on  tlie  bill;  but  as  the  question  of  re- 
consideration had  been  made,  he  should  vote  in  favor  of 
it.  He  considered  two  cents  a  pound  as  much  too  high  for 
a  revenue  duty.  But  he  could  not  agree  with  some  of 
his  colleagues.  He  did  not  intend  that  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  South  Carolina  should  be  proscribed  in  that 
House.    If  the  motion  to  >ecoiifider  should  prevail,  he 


would  move  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent.,  putting  the  ar- 
ticle of  cotton  on  a  footing  with  other  subjects  of  reve- 
nue. He  disclaimed  and  disdained  any  duty  as  a  protec- 
tion. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  that  he  had  looked  into  some  price 
currents  recently  received  from  the  South,  from  which 
he  had  found  that  tlie  proposed  specific  duty  of  two  cents 
a  pound  on  raw  cotton  would  be  equivalent  to  an  ad  va- 
lorem duty  on  Brazilian  cotton  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent. 
Ele  thought  this  much  too  high.  He  had  voted  in  the 
negative  on  the  question  of  concurrence,  and  should  now 
vote  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  voted  against  the 
duty  when  proposed.  He  should  do  the  same  to-day,  and 
should  continue  to  do  so— not,  however,  on  the  ground 
taken  by  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken.  He 
went  against  the  duty  altogether.  He  concurred  in  the 
general  principle  maintained  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  there  ought  to  be  one  uniform  rate  of  duty, 
as  fiir  as  possible.  But  though  they  were  advocates  of 
free  trade,  they  ought  surely  to  be  governed,  in  regulat- 
ing duties,  by  some  regard  to  the  laws  of  other  countries. 
So  far  as  the  bill  went  to  take  olf  duties,  Mr.  C.  was  in 
favor  of  it;  but  when  it  went  to  lay  them  on,  he  should 
oppose  it.  He  would  put  no  higher  duty  on  cotton  here 
than  was  imposed  in  England.  If  their  duty  was  sax  per 
cent.,  he  would  have  ours  the  same.  Mr.  C.  inquired 
whether  cotton  had  any  duty  imposed  upon  it  before.  On 
being  reminded  that  it  was  now  under  a  duty  of  three 
cents  a  pound,  he  said  that  he  should  vote  to  put  the  duty 
at  fifteen  per  cent 

Mr.  VINTON,  of  Ohio,  said,  as  he  had,  at  all  thnes, 
sustained  the  protective  principle,  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  assign  the  reasons  which  induced  him,  yesterday, 
to  vote  against  agreeing  to  the  amendment.  When  he  fitat 
read  the  bill  as  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  saw 
the  article  of  cotton  among  the  list  of  imports  admitted  fVee 
of  duty,  he  regarded  it  as  presenting  a  test  question  of  the 
controversy  so  Ion?  wagea  between  the  planting  interest 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  agricultural  and  manufiicturing  in- 
terests on  the  other.  He  believed,  if  that  feature  of  the  bill 
were  retained,  and  should  go  into  a  law,  it  would  settle  the 
question  between  the  North  and  the  South  in  three  ^ears* 
time,  and  give  quiet  to  the  country;  because,  in  his  opi- 
nion, that  interest  would,  in  that  time,  be  forced  to  come 
back  here,  and  ask  that  very  protection  it  now  denies  to 
all  others.  The  staple  products  of  the  South,  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  sugar,  are  all  protected  by  specific  duties, 
ranging  from  forty  to  seventy  per  cent.  The  two  first, 
enjoying  the  very  highest  rate  of  duty,  have  been  secnred 
by  it  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  home  market  these 
forty  years.  And  yet,  standing  behind  a  breastwork  so 
high  and  firm  that  nothing  can  get  over  or  break  through 
it,  they  assert  that,  in  fact,  there  is  no  protection  before 
them^that  tli^  stand  out  in  the  open  air;  and  this  is 
made  the  justification  for  hurling  all  manner  of  projec- 
tiles agMnst  every  branch  of  industry  which  is,  in  any  de- 
gree, shielded  by  your  laws.  The  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  South  believed  all  this.  They  have  been  told, 
over  and  over  again,  that  they  have  no  protection;  that 
your  laws  plunder  and  rob  them,  to  enrich  other  sections 
of  the  country  out  of  their  labor.  The  delusion  has  been 
inculcated  till  it  has  taken  deep  root,  and  spread  over  the 
whole  South,  this  side  of  Louisiana.  Now,  sir,  while  that 
belief  prevails,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  people  of  the 
South  will  be  contented,  or  cease  to  make  war  on  the  in- 
dustry of  the  rest  of  the  Union.  All  the  stores  of  argu- 
ment  have  been  exhausted  without  effect;  the  South  still 
denies  the  existing  duty  on  cotton  is  any  protection,  and, 
on  that  ground,  peremptorily  demands  a  surrender  of  tlio 
protection  enjoyed  by  all  otliers.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  becomes  a  question  that  can  be  settled  in  no 
other  way  than  by  trying  the  contested  fact  by  a  repeal 
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of  the  duty.  A  temporary  repeal  becomes  necessary  to 
the  Interests  assailed,  as  a  measure  of  self-defence,  and 
they  are  justified  in  aiding  the  repeal  on  the  ground  of 
self-preservation.  The  committee  which  reported  the 
bill  proffered  a  trial  of  the  contested  fact,  but  it  has  been 
defeated  by  the  amendment  now  under  consideration,  im- 
posing a  specific  duty  of  from  thirty-five  to  forty  per  cent, 
as  against  that  description  of  cotton  which  would  be 
brought  into  the  country  for  home  manufacture — ^a  duty 
not  based  upon  the  ad  valorem  principle,  which  the  South 
is  so  urgent  to  impose  on  all  others;  but  a  specific  duty, 
be  it  remembered,  which  will  rise  in  value  precisely  as 
cotton  sinks  in  price.  He  hoped  the  article  of  cotton 
would  be  left  in  the  bill  as  it  was  reported,  free  of  duty; 
and  if,  on  subjecting  it  to  the  test  of  experiment,  it  shall 
be  found  the  duty  on  cotton  is  of  no  value  to  the  planter, 
he  was  free  to  say,  for  one,  that  fact  would  have  much 
influence  with  him,  and  he  should  feel  himself  called  upon 
to  review  the  principles  by  which  he  had  been  governed 
in  respect  to  the  protective  policy.  He  was  very  far  from 
wishing  to  injure  the  cotton-growing  interest.  It  was  one 
of  the  great  and  leading  branches  of  American  industry: 
as  such  it  ought  to  be  protected,  and  he  was  willing  to 
give  it  protection.  Indeed,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  an 
absolute  prohibition  in  its  favor,  and  prevent  so  much  as 
a  pound  of  foreign  cotton  from  ever  being  consumed  in 
this  country.  But  he  would  do  that,  only  on  condition  that 
that  interest  would  deal  fiwrly  and  justly  by  othermterests, 
as  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  willing  to  do  when  the 
cotton  planter  should  become  siptisfied  that  the  protec- 
tive policy  was  noc  a  system  of  plunder  and  robbery  on 
him,  without  any  benefit  to  him,  but  that  it  was  a  shield 
as  necessary  to  his  protection  as  for  others.  Mr.  Y.  said  he 
entertained  very  little  doubt,  whatever  might  be  said  or 
pretended  to  the  contrary,  that  the  abolition!  of  the  duty 
would,  in  a  few  years,  sink  the  value  of  the  whole  ccKtuu 
crop  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.  The  opening  of  the  Ame- 
rican mai'ket  to  foreigners,  by  enlarging  their  market, 
would  create,  as  its  natural  eitect,  a  stimulus  to  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton  abroad,  in  the  same  way  that  a  protec- 
tive dut^  on  an  article  manufactured  at  home,  so  aoiusted 
as  to  bring  it  into  fair  competition  with  the  foreign  fabric, 
stimulates  the  domestic  manufacture.  It  is  the  market, 
in  both  cases,  which  encourages  production.  Not  only 
would  the  cotton  of  Asia,  of  Uie  West  Indies,  of  Brazil, 
and  South  America,  generally,  find  its  way,  in  the  course 
of  tnide,  into  our  markets,  but  a  powerful  impulse  would 
be  given  to  the  growth  of  the  cotton  plant  in  Mexico,  and 
especially  in  Texas,  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  where, 
from  all  accounts,  it  can  be  produced  in  the  greatest  abun- 
dance, and  at  less  expense  than,  perhaps,  even  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Every  one  who  has  any  ac- 
quaintance with  the  laws  of  trade,  knows  the  superior 
value,  in  every  country,  of  the  home  market  over  all 
others.  A  very  little  time  will  satisfy  the  deluded  plant- 
ers of  the  South  of  the  very  great  importance  of  retaining 
the  exclusive  possession  of  the  home  market  now  enjoy- 
ed by  them,  if  that  market  shall  be  thrown  open  to  the 
world;  and  it  would,  probably,  satisfy  them  too  of  what 
he  believed  to  batrue,  that  no  section  of  the  Union  de- 
rived so  much  benefit  from  the  protective  policy  as  the 
South.  It  has  built  up,  at  home,  the  greatest  cotton 
market  in  the  world  except  one,  and  that  market  is, 
every  year,  gjrowing  in  importance.  It  has  built  up  the 
sug^r  cultivation  in  Louisiana  and  Florida:  that  interest, 
of  itself,  is  of  almost  incalculable  value  and  magnitude. 
The  sugar  production  has  diverted  into  that  channel  a 
large  amount  of  capital  and  slave  labor,  which  would 
otherwise  have  gone  to  swell  the  over-production  of  cot- 
ton, and  depress  its  price,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  demand  for  slave  labor  to  carry  on  the  sugar  cul- 
tivation has  greatly  increased  the  price  of  adl  the  slaves 
in  the  country.     It  will  be  recollected  that  a  gentleman 


from  North  Carolina,  a  few  days  ago,  stated  a  very  import- 
ant and  imposing  fact  on  this  subject.  He  said  it  was 
the  opinion  of  those  at  the  South,  well  qualified  to  judge 
of  it,  that  the  cultivation  of  sugar  had  added  fifly  dollars 
to  the  value  of  every  slave  in  the  country.  The  same 
gentleman  estimated  the  value  of  all  the  slave  population 
at  four  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  being  an 
average  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  head  for  the  whole. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  increased  value  given  by  the 
sugar  cultivation  to  all  the  slaves  in  the  country  is  several 
millions  over  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars;  and  is  one- 
third,  or  thirty-tliree  and  one-third  percent,  added  to  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  which  would  otherwise  be 
the  average  value  of  each  slave  throughout  the  Union. 
He  would  ask  if  the  protective  policy  beyond  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  of  the  manufacturing  villages  and 
towns  had  caused  a  similar  increase  of  the  price  of  pro- 
pertY  in  the  other  division  of  the  Union.  Had  it,  in  New 
England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  or  Ohio,  increased  the 
price  of  land,  or  the  products  of  labor,  in  a  correspond- 
ing degree P    He  was  sure  it  hacl  not. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  would  act  on  the  principle  of  protect- 
ing those  who  admitted  they  had  protection,  and  wished 
its  continuance;  but  as* for  those  who  denied  they  had  any 
protection,  and  asserted  they  <*  disdained"  it,  and  wanted 
none,  he  would  take  them  at  their  word,  and  withdraw 
it  from  them.  If,  for  example,  they  who  represent  the 
iron  interest,  should  rise  up  here,  and  declare  the  protec- 
tion was  of  no  value  to  them,  and  make  that  a  plea  for 
assailing  and  pulling  down  other  interests,  after  argu- 
ment and  expostulation  were  exhausted,  he  would  take 
the  protection  away,  and  put  tlie  truth  of  the  assertion  to 
the  trial.  Such  was,  unfortunately,  the  state  of  the  case 
with  the  cotton  interest;  and  since  they  who  represent 
that  interest  tell  us  they  ^despise"  protection,  and  the 
oflTcr  hM  been  made  in  this  bill  to  give  it  up,  he  would 
help  them  to  throw  down  their  fences,  and  let  all  man- 
ner of  trespassing  animals  into  their  fair  fields;  and  when 
they  shall  come  back  again,  as  he  had  no  doubt  they  will* 
he  would  assist  to  buUd  them  up  again  so  high  and  so 
strong  that  nothing  could  break  over  them;  provided  they 
will  consent  to  do  it  on  the  great  principle  of  reciprocid 
justice,  "live  and  let  live."  He  had  but  one  word  more 
to  say.  If  gentlemen,  as  they  profess,  desire  to  raise  re- 
venue from  cotton,  he  could  put  them  in  the  way  of  doing 
it;  when  it  should  be  in  order,  he  would  move  to  fix  the 
duty  at  five  per  cent.,  that  being  the  rate  at  which  the 
woollens  and  blankets  worn  by  the  slaves  had  been  put 
by  the  act  of  the  last  session;  and  then  we  should  g^t 
revenue  from  the  duty.  There  was  a  fitness  in  adjusting 
the  duty  on  the  products  of  slave  labor  to  the  rate  of  duty 
paid  on  the  imported  articles  used  by  slaves. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  he  had 
nrioved  to  put  this  duty  at  two  cents  a  pound,  not  exclu- 
sively on  the  principle  of  protection,  but  equally  on  the 
principle  of  revenue.  It  was  true  that  as  this  was  a  raw 
material,  if  it  was  not  produced  in  this  country,  it  might 
be  good  policy  to  admit  it  free,  in  order  to  aid  our  own 
manufacturers,  and  to  cheapen  the  fabric  of  the  consumier. 
But  cotton  was  raised  in  this  country,  and  every  body 
knew  the  duty  upon  it  was  in  a  great  degree  nominal. 
Little  or  no  cotton  was  imported,  as  the  domestic  supply 
exceeded  fourfold  the  demand  of  the  home  market.  The 
principle  was  true,  in  general,  that  wherever  supply  was 
equal  to  demand,  and  especially  where  it  exceeded  it, 
duties,  however  great,  did  not  increase  the  price.  Ame- 
rican cotton  now  regulated  the  cotton  market  in  every 
part  of  the  world.  The  prices  at  Liverpool,  Havre,  &c. 
were  regulated  by  our  product.  Of  the  whole  amount 
of  cotton  made  and  consumed  in  the  world,  the  American 
amounted  to  two-thirds,  or  perhaps  three-fourths.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  would  and  must  regulate  the 
price.     A  duty  upon  it  operated  nominally  only.    It  did 
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not  increase  the  price  of  the  raw  material  to  the  Ameri- 
can manuracturer.  The  only  effect  was,  that  if  we  should 
be  excluded  from  the  great  cotton  market  of  the  world, 
we  should  still  have  a  monopoly  for  our  own  cotton,  just 
as  the  manufacturer  had  for  the  manufactured  article. 
Whatever  gave  a  monopoly  to  one,  would  give  the  same 
monopoly  to  the  other.  And  the  only  cause  that  could 
do  this  was  a  war  with  England.  In  that  case,  the  pro- 
tection of  the  raw  and  of  the  manufactured  article  would 
be  mutually  beneficial  to  manu&cturer  and  producer. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  ViirToxr]  was  correct 
in  his  deduction  that  this  duty  was  a  protection.  It  was 
about  the  ordinary  standard  of  a  revenue  duty,  viz.  twen- 
ty per  cent.  Besides,  he  would  like  to  know  on  which 
of  the  principles  ordinarily  advocated  by  that  gentleman 
he  would  desire  to  exclude  cotton  from  a  protective  duty, 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  an  importation  of  the  article 
from  the  East  Indies.  He  billed  upon  the  gentleman  to 
show  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  any  personal  hostility 
or  enmity  toward  those  whose  misfortune  be  might  say  it 
was  to  live  in  the  Southern  States.  According  to  no  sys- 
tem of  morals  that  he  ever  heard  of,  would  the  conduct  of 
others,  however  wrong  it  might  be,  afford  justification  to 
him  in  abandoning  his  own  principles.  The  gentleman's 
opposition  could,  so  far  as  he  perceived,  be  traced  to  no 
principle  but  that  of  retaliation  (he  would  not  say  vin- 
dictive retaliation,  though  that,  perhaps,  would  not  be  too 
strong  an  expression)  upon  those  whose  course  might 
be  considered  as  opposite  to  the  interests  of  the  gentle- 
man's constituents.  According  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  cotton  was  as  fair  a  subject 
for  a  revenue  duty  as  any  other  article,  and  a  duty  of  two 
cents  could  not  be  called  exorbitant.  On  the  principles 
of  protection,  such  a  du^  might  perhaps  confine  the  ma- 
nufacturers to  the  use  of  American  cotton.  But  if  the 
price  of  cotton  should  rise,  this  specific  duty  of  two  cants 
might  come  to  be  equal  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  only 
ten  per  cent.,  or  even  less  than  that.  Mr.  B.  would  ap- 
peal to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  review  his  course,  and 
act  more  in  consistency  with  his  own  principles.  If  cer- 
tain gentlemen  from  the  South  chose,  in  the  loftiness  of 
their  mind,  to  abandon  all  protection;  if  they  chose  to  be 
so  very  magnanimous  as  to  give  up  all,  Mr.  B.  could  not 
go  with  them.  He  was  for  putting  a  revenue  duty  on 
this  Southern  product;  and  if  protection  should  be  the 
result,  he  thought  his  constituents  entitled  to  it  As  a 
Southern  man,  he  asked  it.  If  others  abandoned  it  out 
of  magnanimity,  he  should  not.  He  was  sent  there  to 
take  care  of  his  constituents,  not  to  surrender  their  inte- 
rests. Nor  did  he  see  on  what  principle  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  could  resist  the  duty,  unless  on  the  naked 
principle  of  retaliation. 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  said  he  should  vote  against  the  re- 
consideration. He  should  vote  against  reducing  the  duty 
on  imported  cotton,  for  the  same  reason  that  he  had  vot- 
ed, and  should  continue  to  vote,  against  reducing  the 
duty  on  imported  cotton  fabrics.  In  fact,  the  same  gene- 
ral principles  applied,  with  a  g^at  degree  of  similarity, 
in  the  two  cases.  When  the  protecting  dut^  on  cotton 
fabrics  was  laid,  in  1816,  that  duty  was  not  mtended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer  alone:  the  interest  of  the 
planter  was  also  consulted.  This  has  been  controverted 
on  this  floor;  but  I  know  it  to  be  true.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  speak  of  the  motives  of  the  Southern  members  who 
voted  for  the  minimum  duty  on  cottons  in  1816,  (a  duty 
avowedly  asked  for  as  a  prohibitory  duty,^  but  I  know  that 
the  manufacturers,  who  petitioned  for  tnat  duty,  urged, 
in  favor  of  it,  that  its  effect  would  be  to  shut  out  a  fo- 
reign material,  as  well  as  a  foreign  manufacture.  In  the 
memorial  of  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  1815,  it  is  said  that — 

**The  articles,  whose  prohibition  we  pray  for,  are 
made  of  very  inferior  materials,  and  are  manufactured  in 


a  manner  calculated  to  deceive  rather  than  to  serve  the 
consumer.  No  part  of  the  produce  of  the  United  States 
enters  into  their  composition.  They  are  the  work  of  fo- 
reign hands  on  a  foreign  material.  Tet  are  they  thrown 
into  this  country  in  such  abundance  as  to  tlireaten  the 
exclusion  of  its  more  useful  and  substantial  manufactures. 
They  injuriously  affect  the  industry,  not  only  of  the  ma- 
nufacturing, but  of  the  agricultural  States,  and  they  cause 
a  continual  drain  of  specie.  The  prohibiting  their  im- 
portation, except  for  exportation,  would,  we  apprehend, 
be  attended  witn  salutary  effects  upon  the  cultivators  and 
manufacturers  of  the  staple  of  the  South." 

In  the  report  of  the  Committees  on  Commerce  and  Ma- 
nufactures, at  the  same  session  of  Coneress  at  which  this 
duty  was  laid,  it  was  expressly  stated  that  it  would  be 
one  of  the  beneficial  results  of  fostering  the  cotton  manu- 
facture in  this  country,  that  it  would  increase  the  con- 
sumption for  American  cotton.  Nothing  is  therefore  more 
certain  than  that,  at  the  period  when  the  protecting  du^ 
was  laid,  it  was  intended,  as  one  object,  to  shut  out  India 
cotton,  in  the  form  of  the  fabric;  and  the  reasons  of  poli- 
cy which  connected  the  two  objects  then,  exist  now. 

But  I  have  other  reasons  for  not  disturbing  this  duty  on 
cotton.  Its  history  entitles  it  to  respect  It  is  a  curious 
history,  and  less  known  tlian  it  ought  to  be.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Caxbrelbko,]  thorouebly 
acquainted  as  he  is  with  all  these  matters,  had  asked 
whether  there  was,  by  the  existing  laws,  any  duty  on 
foreign  cotton  imported.  I  will  therefore  recall  the 
manner  in  which  this  duty  was  laid,  to  the  recollection  of 
the  House. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  is  as  old  as  the  earliest  set- 
tlements of  America;  not,  of  course,  its  manufacture  in 
mills,  and  with  machinery,  (which  is  an  invention  of  the 
last  sixty  years,)  but  the  household  manufacture.  Ninc- 
tenths  of  the  population  of  the  country,  not  merely  the 
poorest  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  but  the  substantial 
yeomanry,  were  from  the  first  clothed  in  homespun.  Cot- 
ton fabrics,  it  is  true,  were  much  less  worn  then  than  at 
the  present  day;  sheetings  and  shirtings  of  that  material 
were  much  less  used;  but  various  articles  of  clothing 
were  made  of  cotton,  and  of  cotton  and  woollen  mixed, 
besides  its  use  in  other  parts  of  domestic  economy.  Just 
before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  cotton  mills  were 
established  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  in  other 
States.  They  were  aided  by  State  bounties,  b^  the  el- 
forts  of  patriotic  associations,  and  by  duties  laid  by  the 
States  upon  the  importation  of  cotton  fabrics.  Such  was 
tbe  state  of  things  when  the  constitution  went  into  opera- 
tion in  1789;  there  was  a  very  extensive  household  manu- 
facture of  cotton,  and  the  manufacture  with  machineiy 
was  daily  increasing. 

Now,  what  was  done  by  the  first  revenue  law  passed 
under  the  Government — the  second  law  passed  under 
the  constitution?    Cotton,  as  a  raw  material,  was  left  in 
the  bill,  as  it  went  through  the  House  of  Representatives, 
among  the  free  articles.     Though  a  little  had  been  raised 
in  some  of  the  Southern  States,  it  was  not  known  as  a 
staple  product,  nor  as  an  article  of  exportation.     All  the 
cotton  used  in  the  country,  for  household  or  other  manu- 
factures, (except  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  those 
spots  where  the  small  quantity  alluded  to  was  produced,) 
was  imported  from  the  West  Indies  and  the  Spanish 
Main.     As  the  bill  passed  the  House  of  Representatives, 
this  foreign  raw  material  for  clothing  was  allowed  to  be 
imported  duty  free.     It  then  cost  about  one-third  of  a 
dollar  per  pound.    In  the  Senate,  by  way  of  amendment, 
a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  was  laid  upon  foreign 
cotton.     This  was  done,  not  to  encourage,  but  to  create 
the  culture.     It  was  purely  a  speculative  dutyr.     It  was 
not  asked  for  (as  my  constituents  are  compelled  to  ask 
the  continuance  of  duties,  on  the  faith  of  which  their 
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establiahments  had  been  created)  to  keep  them  from 
breaking  down»  but  it  was  asked  for  to  enable  the  South- 
ern planters  to  introduce  the  culture  of  cotton. 

When  the  bill  came  back  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tWes  ^th  its  amendments^  the  amendment  in  question 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Burke,  of  South  Carolina,  on  the 
grouna  that  "  cotton  was  in  contemplation,"  as  an  article 
of  produce,  by  the  planters  of  SouUi  Carolina  and  Geor- 
l^ia;  and  that  "  if  good  seed  could  be  procured,  be  hoped 
It  might  succeed.''  On  this  hope  the  duty  was  laid.  In 
this  patriotic  contemplation,  the  first  Conn-ess  laid  a  duty 
of  about  ten  per  cent,  on  the  raw  materiiu  of  some  of  the 
most  necessaiy  articles  of  clothing — a  duty  which  was  felt 
in  erery  farm  house  and  cottage  from  Kaine  to  Virginia, 
and  from  the  sea  to  the  mountains— a  duty  asked  for  by 
Southern  Senators  and  Bepresentatives,  to  encourage 
Southern  products.    What  renders  more  striking  the 

good  care  which  the  South  then  took  to  protect  her  in- 
ustry,  although  at  the  expense  of  that  of  the  North,  in 
the  present  case,  is,  that  the  duties  laid  by  the  same  bill 
on  imported  cottons  were  actually  less  than  those  which 
some  of  the  States  had  Md  under  the  old  confede- 
ration. 

This  was  severely  felt  by  the  infant'establishments  for 
manufacturing  cotton;  and  when  General  Hamilton,  in 
December,  1791,  made  his  celebrated  report  on  manufac- 
tures, he  stated  that  "the  present  duty  of  three  cents 
per  pound  on  the  foreign  raw  D)aterial  was  undoubtedly 
a  very  serious  impediment  to  the  manufactures  of  cotton," 


agree  to  remove  tbis  "  serious  impediment 
facture  of  a  necessary  part  of  the  clothing  of  the  poor?  an 
impediment  arising  from  a  protecting  duty,  asked  for  as 
such,  by  themselves,  to  enable  them  to  introduce  a  staple 
as  yet  onlv  contemplated?  I  find  no  trace  of  such  agree- 
ment, and  the  duty  remained. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  that  this  was  a  momentary  thing. 
The  cotton  plant  was  acclimated  very  slowly  in  our  SoutTi- 
em  States.  Although  it  had  been  known  there  as  early 
as  1740,  or  earlier,  yet,  in  1784,  a  small  quantity,  of  Ame- 
rican growth,  which  had  found  its  way  to  Liverpool  in  a 
vessel  from  liie  United  States,  was  seized,  on  the  ground 
that  it  must  have  come  from  the  Islands.  In  1789,  as  we 
have  seen,  the  Southern  members  only  contemplated  and 
hoped  it  success,  as  a  staple  product;  and  as  late  as  1794, 
when  Chief  Justice  Jay  negotiated  his  treaty,  he  inserted 
cotton  with  molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  and  cocoa,  as  articles 
supposed  to  be  all  exclusively  of  colonial  produce,  which 
American  vessels  should  not  be  permitted  to  carry  from 
the  United  States  to  Europe;  it  not  being  intended  to 
allow  to  our  vessels  the  carrying  trade  between  the  West 
Indies  and  any  ports  but  our  own.  It  could  not,  accord- 
ing^ly,  have  been  within  the  knowledge,  either  of  Chief 
Justice  Jay  or  the  British  minister,  as  late  as  1794,  that 
cotton  was  an  article  raised  for  exportation  in  this  coun- 
try. But  two  years  later  than  this,  I  find  this  duty  still 
considered  and  retained  as  a  protecting  duty  on  cotton. 
In  1796,  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, from  the  proprietors  of  a  cotton  mill  on  the 
Brandy  wine,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  the  raw 
material,  and  the  increase  of  the  duty  on  cotton  fabrics. 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  rejected  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  on  the  grounds 
that  the  then  existing  duty  on  the  imported  fabric  afford- 
ed suificient  protection,  «  and  that  to  repeal  the  dutv 
on  raw  cotton  imported  would  be  to  damp  the  growth 
of  cotton  in  our  own  country."  This  committee  con- 
sisted of  a  member  from  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Virginia, 
and  Maryland.  These  facts  show  the  light  in  which  this 
duty  was  regarded  by  Southern  members  of  Congress. 
They  prove  tiiat,  at  least  for  seven  years,  the  South  con- 


tinued willing  to  lay  a  tax  oi  three  cents  per  pound  on 
every  yard  of  coarse  homespun  cotton  cloth;  nay,  upon 
the  wicks  of  the  candles  by  which  the  poor  farmer  and 
his  family  spun  and  wove  this  cloth,  in  the  long  winter 
evenings,  in  order  tliat  their  plantations  might  whiten 
with  this  beautiful  product.  From  the  last  named  pe» 
riod,  and  after  the  skill  of  a  New  England  mechanist  had 
presented  the  South  with  the  saw-gin,  the  duty  was  pro- 
oably  for  a  lone  time  of  no  consequence.  But  at  the 
present  prices  oithe  cottons  of  other  countries,  it  is  now 
again  unquestionably  protective.  The  xentleman  from 
Geor{^  ^Mr.  WatksI  told  us  that  he  haa  price  currents 
befwe  him,  that  made  a  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound 
amount  to  forty  or  fifty  per  cent.  Three  cents  per  pound 
is  therefore  sisrty  or  seventy-five  per  cent  This  is  surely 
a  protecting  duty.  The  Gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  BABmixesa]  says  mat  one-third  of  the  consump* 
tion  of  Europe  is  of  cotton  not  raised  in  the  United  States. 
Our  consumption  is  exclusively  of  our  native  cotton. 
Why  should  not  one-third  of  our  consumption  be  of  Bra- 
zilian, Egyptian,  and  East  India  cotton?  There  is  a 
small  quantity  imported  and  wrought  up  even  with  the 
burden  of  the  duty,  enormous  as  it  Is  even  on  the  foreign 
article.  A  great  deal  more  is  imported  and  re-exported. 
It  would  of  course  stay  here  and  be  wrought  up,  but  for 
the  duty.  Sir,  take  oft  the  duty,  and  a  considerable  quan* 
tity  would  be  imported.  The  freight  even  from  the  East 
Indies  is  not  much  greater  than  from  New  Orleans. 

Now,  it  is  true  that  some  gentlemen  from  the  South, 
on  this  floor,  reject  this  duty*  1  would  not  insist  upon 
their  taking  it  against  their  own  wishes.  I  would  not 
proceed  on  what  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  calls 
vindictive  motives.  I  would  not  take  this  duty  from 
them,  because  they  propose  and  endeavor  to  take  our 
protecting  duties  from  us.  But  if  they  did  not  want  it,  I 
would  not  force  them  to  have  it.  If  the  South  was  unani- 
mous, whatever  I  might  think  of  their  policy,  I  should 
be  disposed  to  let  them  have  their  own  way.  But  they 
are  not  unanimous.  Louisiana  wishes  the  continuance  of 
this  duty.  With  that  State  the  part  of  the  country  where 
I  live  carries  on  a  commerce  advantageous  to  us,  and  pro- 
fitable, I  hope,  to  them.  They  take  our  manufactures, 
our  fish,  our  oil.  We  take  their  sugar  and  their  cotton. 
The  interchange  is  mutually  benencial.  We  are  satis- 
fied with  it  on  both  sides.  We  want  no  change.  The 
cotton  is  cheap  enough:  ten  cents  per  pound  is  little 
enough;  and  so  is  six  and  a  quarter  for  the  yard  of  cloth 
made  from  it.  I  will  not  lend  a  hand  to  the  trying  of  any 
experiments  to  make  them  cheaper.  These  interests 
are  too  vast  to  tiy  experiments.  1  he  annual  value  of  the 
cotton  fabrics  of  the  United  States  is  32,000,000  dollars, 
a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  cotton  crop.  I  wonder 
that  gentlemen,  who  consider  how  cheap  the  various 
articles  manufactured  are,  should  wish  to  tamper  with  it. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Babkikoxb] 
said  the  duty  on  cotton  was  nominal,  and  added  nothing 
to  the  price.  And  what,  I  ask,  does  a  duty  of  seven  and 
a  half  cents  per  square  yard  add  to  the  price  of  an  article 
that  sells  for  six  and  a  quarter  ?  We  do  not  want  the  duty 
to  add  to  the  price  of  that  class  of  fiibrics.  We  want  it  to 
keep  tlie  market  steady  $  to  keep  out  foreign  trasli  sold 
at  auctions;  to  prevent  great  fluctuation.  And  it  is  want- 
ed for  the  raw  material  as  well  as  for  the  fabric.  If  the 
whole  South  wished  the  duty  removed  on  their  staple,  I 
would  gratify  them:  though  in  three  years  they  would 
feel  the  difference,  to  their  cost.  But  when  a  large  part 
of  the  South  ask  to  have  it  kept  on,  I  wiU  not  agree  to 
repeal  it.  On  the  contrary,  it  any  gentleman  wiU  move 
to  put  it  back  to  three  cents,  he  shall  have  my  vote. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  North  Carolina,  made  some  remarks, 
but  what  they  were,  or  on  which  side,  cannot  be  stated, 
as  not  one  word  was  audible  at  our  reporter's  table. 
Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  be  should 
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vote  Against  the  reconsideration.  He  was  unwilling  to 
disturb  the  daty  as  it  now  stood,  and  should  vote  against 
an^  reduction  of  it.  He  did  not  consider  that  duty  as 
sanctioning,  by  any  fair  inference,  the  policy  of  protec- 
tion. That  policy,  according  to  the  general  understand- 
ing, was  comparatively  modern.  It  had  not  commenced 
tilTl816.  But  this  duty  on  cotton  was  of  old  standing, 
and  had  been  laid  long  before.  If  its  effect  should  now 
be  to  produce  protection  to  the  raw  material,  he  thought 
the^  of  the  South  were  entitled  to  it  on  the  ground  of 
seniority.  They  had  a  right  to  plead  something  like  an 
act  of  limitation. 

Mr.  BURD  observed  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  VixToif]  had  said,  that  if  gentlemen  from  the  South 
were  not  willing  to  protect  themselves,  he  would  help 
them  to  throw  down  the  fence.  Mr.  B.  would  act  upon 
a  higher  rule.  He  would  endeavor  to  do  as  he  would  be 
done  by.  The  gentleman  had  said,  let  the  foreigner 
come  in,  and  tlie  House  would  see  their  need  of  protec- 
tection,  and  they  would  come  and  petition  for  it;  and 
that  then  the  gentleman  would  g^nt  it  to  them.  Mr.  B. 
thought  the  House  ought  to  be  governed  by  no  such  mo- 
tive. However  just  retaliation  might  be  towards  ene- 
mies, he  could  not  view  tlie  people  of  the  South  as  enemies, 
and  he  was  not  willing  to  retaliate  upon  his  brethren.  If 
they  were  dekided,  he  was  sorry  for  it,  but  could  not  help 
it.  He  should  be  pleased  to  see  them  protected.  He 
hoped  their  views  would  soon  become  more  correct;  and 
that  they  would  view  those  measures  as  just  and  beneficial 
.which  they  now  erroneously  believed  to  be  grinding  them 
to  the  dust.  Mr.  B.  thought  they  were  wholly  mistaken; 
he  did  not  consider  them  as  oppressed  at  all.  He  was  a 
friend  to  the  protective  system,  and  was  decidedly  in  favor 
of  continuing  the  discriminating  policy.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  reconsider. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana,  said  that,  lest  it  might  be 
thought  that  all  the  cotton-growing  States  were  of  one 
opinion  as  to  this  duty,  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  found  that  the  most  southern  State  in  the  Union  was 
in  favor  of  the  protective  policy,  while  the  most  eastern 
was  the  advocate  of  free  trade,  while  the  States  between 
were  some  of  one  opinion,  and  some  of  the  other.  For 
himself,  he  had  always  been  of  one  and  the  same  opinion. 
He  had  fought  to  win  our  liberties,  and  after  they  were 
won,  he  had  always  held  that  our  country  ought  to  be  in- 
dependent as  well  as  free;  and  that  this  would  never  be 
the  case  until  we  were  able  to  work  up  the  raw  material 
of  our  own  raising,  and  to  sell  in  its  manufactured  state  to 
foreigners.  Then  the  country  would  be  not  only  free, 
but  independent.  Mr.  T.  had  not  changed  his  opinion: 
and  he  held  himself  bound  to  say  in  his  place,  speaking, 
as  he  did,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  that  she  considered 
the  duty  on  cotton  as  a  great  thing.  What  would  be  the 
condition  of  the  planters  there  if  it  should  be  taken  off? 
They  had  the  finest  cotton  country  in  the  world  hanging 
just  above  them  on  the  Red  river,  and  the  removal  of  the 
duty  could  not  but  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  in- 
jury. He  was  not  for  letting  all  Texas  into  our  market. 
Let  Texas  hunt  out  a  market  for  herself,  as  Louisiana  had 
to  do.  Let  us  keep  the  home  market  for  otirselves.  We 
ought  to  proceed  on  the  same  principles  as  every  cautious 
and  economical  family  did.  The^  looked  first  after  them- 
selves, and  then  helped  their  neighbora.  He  asked,  who 
came  first  to  the  New  Orleans  market?  The  American 
merchant.  Who  gave  the  best  price?  The  American 
merchant.  He  had  often  heard  of  the  price  declining, 
but  never  of  its  rising.  By  our  present  policy,  an  amount 
of  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars  was  secured  to  the 
American  planter.  Was  this  nothing?  He  thought  it 
was  something.    And  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  given  up. 

If,  however,  any  State  wished  herself  excluded  from 
this  benefit,  he  was  for  granting  her  the  privilege.  He 
might  be  m'^taken,  but  he  hoped  Louisiana  would  be 


treated  as  well  as  the  other  States.  He  had  heard  no- 
thing said  about  touchincp  the  duty  on  tobacco;  and  why 
reduce  it  on  cotton?  The  duty  on  tobacco  was  merely- 
nominal,  but  Mr.  T.  was  far  from  asking  to  have  it  taken 
ofi*.  This,  however,  he  would  say,  that  if  cotton  mustgo, 
tobacco  must  go  with  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  should  vote  for 
the  reconsideration,  and  this  on  very  obvious  principles. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  the  House  had  denied 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  a  protection  above  20  per 
cent.    And  it  was  a  principle  recognised  as  sound  b^  the 
South,  that  the  raw  material  ought  not  to  be  taxed  higher 
than  Uie  manufiictured  article.    Now  he  asked  gentle- 
men for  the  same  rule  on  cotton  as  they  had  applied  to 
cotton  goods.    Ninety  thousand  bales  of  cheap  cotton  had 
been  imported  in  one  year,  costing  from  4  to  6  cents. 
Now  let  gentlemen  go  to  the  foreign  market,  and  assess 
the  price  there,  not  nere.     This  East  India  cotton  cost  in 
India  only  4  cents.     A  specific  duty  of  2  cents  amounted 
to  50  per  cent.    Yet  manufactured  cotton  was  to  be  put 
at  20  per  cent,  while  the  raw  material  was  at  50,    Was 
that  the  gentleman's  way  of  equalizing  duties?    Besides, 
this  duty  was  specific.    But  when  the  manufacturer  asked 
for  a  square  yard  duty,  no  such  thing  must  be  heard  of. 
It  was  unjust;  it  was  deceptive;  it  was  defrauding  the 
public.     Why  did  not  all  this  apply  to  a  specific  duty  on 
cotton?    He  invited  gentlemen  to  preserve  some  little 
consistency.     When  he  looked  at  the  planting  interests; 
he  found  them  all  protected.     Coal,  cotton,  flour,  tobac- 
co; all  were  protected  by  high  duties.     Manufactured 
tobacco  was  covered  by  a  duty  of  10  cents  a  pound; 
flour  by  a  duty  of  50  cents  the  cwt. ;  and  coal  by  a  duty 
of  6  cents  the  bushel.    These  were  the  staples  of  the 
country;  every  one  of  them  protected  in  the  amplest 
manner.    And  the  Southern  gentlemen  came  forward  and 
cried  out  loudly  against  the  protecting  policy,  and  evea 
insisted  that  it  was  a  just  cause  for  dividing  the  Union. 
They  had  had  the  benefit  of  all  these  high  duties,  and 
now,  forsooth,  they  despised  protection.   The  ^^ntleman 
from  South  Carolina  said  that  he  had  despised  this  duty  for 
protection .    It  was  time  this  thine  was  understood.    The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said  that  this  was  a 
revenue  duty.     The  time  had  now  come  which  Mr.  D. 
had  long  predicted.    They  had  at  length  arrived  at  a  test 
question  on  revenue.     Mr.  D.  asked  whether  a  duty  was 
a  revenue  duty  merely  because  it  was  assessed,  or  because 
it  actually  produced  revenue.   Which  of  these  two  senses 
was  the  true  one?    Which  addressed  itself  to  common 
sense?    Mr.  D.  maintained  that  no  duty  was  a  revenue 
duty  unless  it  produced  revenue — unless  it  brought  mo- 
ney into  the  treasury.     If  gentlemen  would  look  to  the 
table  of  imports,  they  would  find  that  the  treasury  had 
realized  from  this  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  raw 
cotton,  some  three  or  four,  or  at  most  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. Yet  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  got  up,  and 
gravely  told  the  House  that  it  was  a  revenue  duty.    What 
character  of  revenue  had  it?    Let  not  the  House  be  de- 
ceived by  names.     Revenue  meant  money.     What  was  it 
levied  for?  Why  was  the  duty  put  at  20  per  cent.?  Would 
gentlemen  call  it  a  revenue  duty  because  it  equalized  re- 
venue?   They  must  know  that  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
would  raise  revenue  on  some  articles,  but  more  on  others. 
This  was  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Huskisson.     He  had  said 
that  in  England  15  percent,  was  enough.     Why?    Be- 
cause in  England  that  was  protection.     So  was  the  duty 
of  tliree  cents  a  pound  on  cotton.     If  it  should  be  put  at 
20  per  cent.,  it  would  not  be  with  a  view  to  enrich  the 
treasury.  It  would  be  imposed  for  protection.  Let  things 
have  their  right  names.     A  duty  was  not  either  more  or 
less  a  revenue  measure,  for  being  made  equal  to  the  duty 
on  other  articles.     Mr.  D.  protested  against  considering 
this  as  a  revenue  duty,  as  being  a  false  assumption.  It  was 
no  revenue  duty  at  all. 
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Mr.  D.  said  he  was  willing^  to  treat  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Potomac  as  fairly  as  others,  but  he  was 
not  willing  tliat  they  should  have  a  protection  of  50  per 
cent,  on  raw  cotton,  and  then  stand  on  this  floor  and  deny 
to  the  North  a  protection  orer  20  per  cent,  on  the  manu- 
factured article. 

He  would  say  to  the  gentleman,  go  on.  Proceed  with 
your  system,  till  you  have  stopped  every  cotton  mill  in 
the  country.  Was  it  for  revenue?  And  now  would  they 
raise  a  revenue  when  they  had  stopped  all  the  manufac- 
tures? The  position  was  an  absurdity.  He  could  call  it 
by  no  other  name.  Mr.  D.  should  therefore  vote  for  the 
reconsideration,  and  for  putting  raw  cotton  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  corresponding  article.  He  would  do  this, 
and  he  would  do  no  more.  He  protested  ac^ainst  that 
love  for  British  systems  of  revenue  which  seemea  so  power- 
fully to  have  smitten  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Cambbsleho.]  He  did  not  know  why  that  House 
should  alwa^rs  be  called  upon  to  imitate  England;  or  what 
authority  British  statutes  bad  as  precedents  on  this  side  of 
the  water.  Let  us  do  our  own  business  in  our  own  way. 
But  let  it  ever  be  remembered  that  the  protecting  policy 
was  a  system,  and  must  be  treated  as  a  system.  It  was  a 
system  that  would  work  great  good  if  properly  regulated. 
But  unless  it  was  treated  as  a  system,  it  must  inevitably 
fail,  and  fail  entirely. 

Mr.  WILDE  here  rose  to  explain,  and  reply,  but  owing 
to  his  great  distance  from  the  reporter's  seat,  and  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  the  hall,  he  was  only  heard  at  in- 
tervals. He  was  understood  to  say  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  reported  a  bill  by  which  cotton 
was  to  be  free  of  duty. 

Tliey  had  been  induced  to  do  so,  because,  while  they 
were  rapidly  reducing  the  duties  on  manufactured  cotton 
down  to  the  revenue  standard,  they  were  told  that  to  re- 
tain a  high  duty  on  the  raw  material  would  be  very  inju- 
rious to  the  manufacturers,  and  that,  if  they  reduced  the 
one  duty,  they  must  reduce  the  other.  They  had  accord- 
ingly put  cotton  free  of  all  duty,  believing  that  the  planters 
woulcl  not  be  exposed  to  any  £p*eat  danger  from  foreign 
competition.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Datis]  was  mistaken  as  to  the  amount  of  revenue  pro- 
duced by  the  existing  duty.  Instead  of  three  or  four 
thousand^dollars,  it  was  over  ten  thousand. 

Here  Mr.  W.  made  some  explanations  about  cotton  from 
the  Rio  Brasos,  which  were  not  distinctly  heard  or  under 
stood  by  the  reporter.  With  respect  to  the  •*  protecting 
duty"  on  cotton,  about  which  so  much  was  said,  it  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  when  the  duty  of  three  cents 
a  pound  was  originally  laid,  the  price  of  cotton  was  75 
cents  a  pound,  and  consequently  the  protection  amount- 
ed to  4  per  cent.  In  1795,  when  the  cotton  gin  was 
invented,  cotton  enjoyed  little  or  no  protection,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  long  time  it  required  to  free  it  from  the 
seed.  But  that  most  useful  invention  did  more  to  protect 
it  than  all  other  things  put  together.  In  1802,  in  a  town 
in  Georgia,  which  now  shipped  100,000  bales  of  cotton 
annually,  it  was  a  rare  thing  to  see  a  wag^n  load  of  cotton. 
Tobacco  was  the  g^eat  staple.  The  omission  of  tobacco 
in  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  was  accidental;  and 
if  any  gentleman  would  move  to  make  tobacco  free,  Mr. 
"W.  was  understood  to  say  that  such  a  proposition  should 
have  his  vote.  And  gentlemen  would  find  that  represen- 
tatives from  the  tobacco  country  would  not  oppose  it. 
Mr.  W.  was  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration.  He  thought 
two  cents  too  much;  and  as  to  leaving  it  at  three  cents  a 
pound,  he  would  rather  vote  to  take  the  duty  off  entirely. 
He  should  think,  however,  a  revenue  duty  of  15  or  20 
per  cent,  quite  fair. 

Mr.  WAYNE  remonstrated  against  the  unnecessary  con- 
sumption of  time  in  this  debate.  That  House  was  trifling 
With  the  expectations  of  the  people,  in  thus  discussing  a 
bill  which,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all,  could  not  be  put  in  ■ 


any  shape  to  ensure  its  passage.  Under  this  persuasion, 
he  had  said  nothing  yesterday,  but  had  silently  voted 
against  the  imposition  of  this  two  cent  duty.  He  consi- 
dered it  as  entirely  too  high,  and  was  not  willing  to  ex- 
pose himself  to  the  reproach  of  voting  a  high  protecting 
duty  on  his  own  staple,  while  he  was  opposing  the  doc- 
trine of  protection  generally.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Davis]  had,  he  thought,  treated  them 
with  perfect  fairness,  save  in  one  particular.  It  was  the 
desire  of  South  Carolina  that  no  product  of  the  South 
should  be  shielded  froifi  competition,  except  by  a  reve- 
nue duty;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would 
look  at  the  price  of  foreign  cotton,  he  would  perceive 
that  a  duty  might  be  imposed  which  would  in  fact  pro- 
duce nothing  to  the  treasury,  and  yet  might  be  a  revenue 
duty.  If  a  duty  was  put  at  the  same  rate  with  other  du- 
ties imposed  for  revenue,  it  would  not  follow  that  it  was 
a  protective  duty,  even  though  it  might  produce  no  reve- 
nue at  all.  What  was  the  actual  fact?  Let  a  duty  of  one 
cent,  or  a  cent  and  a  half,  be  imposed  on  foreign  cotton. 
That  upon  the  prices  abroad  would  not  be  more  than  25 
per  cent.  Mr.  W.  was  told  that  the  foreign  material 
might  be  brought  to  this  country  at  a  freight  of  one  cent 
a  pound.     How  then  could  the  duty  be  a  protection? 

He  heard  the  gentleman  say  that  tlie  cotton  that  came 
in  would  be  a  poorer  article.  That  was  very  true;  but 
its  being  a  poorer  article  would  not  prevent  the  manufac- 
turer from  making  it  up  into  the  same  goods  as  now  came 
into  the  country  made  from  this  very  cotton,  and  sold 
well  in  the  market.  He  was  aware  that  the  object  of  the 
manufacturers  was  to  keep  the  trade  as  it  now  stood,  and 
to  prevent  fluctuations  in  the  market.  Mr.  W.  did  not 
say  that  a  very  large  amount  of  foreign  wool  would  come 
in;  yet  as  the  country  made,  at  present,  but  very  little 
cotton  goods,  but  of  coarse  cotton,  the  importation  would 
increase  the  manufactures  of  that  description.  The  ma- 
uufacturing  interest  wanted  to  keep  things  as  they  were. 
But  he  begged  them  to  allow  the  South  to  be  consistent 
if  it  chose  to  be  so.  She  asked  a  reduction  of  the  pro- 
tection now  enjoyed.  And  while  he  heard  some  gentle- 
men say  that  they  were  out  of  their  senses,  in  wishing  to 
take  off  the  duty,  he  maintained  tliat  it  was  quite  as  great 
madness  for  the  manufacturers  to  impose  on  the  South  a 
heavy  protecting  duty  on  their  own  raw  material.  One 
gentleman  had  told  the  House  that  the  South  was  not 
united  in  this  wish — that  Louisiana  was  for  retaining  the 
duty.  He  knew  this.  He  expected  it;  as  of  course  Lou- 
isiana was  not  united  with  the  South  Atlantic  States  on 
any  point.  Her  representatives  dare  not  give  up  this 
duty,  lest  they  should  commit  themselves  to  do  the  same 
thing  with  respect  to  sugar.  The  venerable  gentleman 
from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Thomas]  had  said  that  there  was 
A  vast  cotton  country  above  them  just  going  .to  be  opened. 
Very  true.  And  that  was  precisely  the  reason  why  the 
duty  should  be  put  low.  That  country  would  and  must 
come  into  the  cotton  markets,  and  the  price  of  cotton 
would  range  from  6  to  9  cents. 

The  cotton  interest  looked  ahead;  they  saw  their  fate; 
they  were  willing  to  meet  it.  But  they  hoped  that  the 
reduction  of  the  protective  system  would  prove  an  equi- 
valent. 

Mr.  BURD,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was  opposed  to 
the  reconsideration  of  the  vote,  and  to  the  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  cotton.  The  old  rule  ought  to  be  practised 
and  observed,  of  <'do  unto  others  as  you  would  wish 
others  should  do  unto  you."  I  do  not  practise  upon  the 
system  of  morals  suggested  by  the  gentlemen  across  the 
way.  It  may  be  just  to  retaliate  on  an  enemy;  but  it  is 
always  good  policy  to  place  your  adversary  in  the  wrong, 
enemy  or  not.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Southern  States  t 
consider  as  brethren,  not  as  enemies.  If  they  differ  from 
us,  I  am  willing  to  concede  that  they  think  they  are  right. 
We  conceive  they  arc  under  a  delusion,  and  that  a  few 
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years  will  conTince  them  that  they  are.  For  one  I  shall 
never  abandon  the  poKcy  i>i  protecting  the  domestic  in- 
dustry of  the  country*  Ttie  South  have  been  foremost  in 
the  policy,  and  have  found  and  now  experience  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  it.  I  contend  for  the  duty,  not  caring 
whether  ^e  Southern  planter  requires  it  or  not,  but  as  a 
part  of  a  great  system  which  has  in  a  great  measure  made 
us  independent  of  foreign  manufactures,  and  which  will, 
if  persisted  in,  render  us  entirely  so.  To  abandon  the 
discriminating  principle  in  protecting  our  own  industry, 
would,  in  my  munble  opinion,  be  wretched  policy,  and 
what,  for  one,  I  never  wiU  agree  to.  I  therefore  shall 
vote  against  the  reconsideration. 

After  some  explanation  between  Messrs.  WAYNE  and 
DAVIS,  as  to  personal  consistency,  Mr.  W.  again  remon- 
strated against  wasting  time  upon  this  bill:  every  body 
knew  it  could  not  pass^  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
hasten  through  the  amendments,  that  another  bill  might 
be  introduced  that  should  bring  harmony  and  healing  on 
its  wings. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained,  m  reply  to  Mr.  Wildb,  as  to 
the  amount  of  revenue  arising  from  the  three  cent  duty. 
The  actual  amount  of  money  received  from  it  at  the  trea^ 
sury,  as  appeared  by  the  omcial  returns,  was  #^41.^ 

Before  any  question  was  taken,  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment prevailed. 

WXSHSSDAT,  FXBBUAKT  30. 

SETTLERS  ON  PUBLIC  LA^D&. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the  prorisions  of  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1807,  entitled  <^' An  act  to  prevent 
settlements  being  made  on  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  until  authorized  by  law;*'  which  bill  having  been 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  handed  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  necessity  of  this  bill, 
to  guard  against  a  project  on  foot  for  organizing  a  com- 
pany at  Bock  blana,  to  take  possesaon  of  the  lead  mines 
west  of  the  Mississippi,,  upon  which  the  law  for  the  re- 
moval of  intruders,  in  its^resent  form,  would  not  operate. 
The  object  of  this  bill  was  merely  to  extend  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States  over  its  unappropriated  land, 
wherever  situated.  Mr.  W.,  foreseeing  no  objection  to 
the  bill,  asked  that  it  be  now  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  regretted  to  have  been  obliged  to  differ 
with  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
who  had  reported  this  bilK  It  did  not^  in  his  opinion,  meet 
the  views  of  the  Government,  and  must  fall  short  of  the 
expectations  of  its  friends  in  the  oommittee.  He  object- 
ed to  reviving  a  law  which  had  remained  near  forty  years 
a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  hooks;  an  act  which  bad  ne- 
ver, and  could  never  be  enforced.  Public  opinion  had 
long  since  fixed  the  seal  of  reprobation  upon  any  attempt 
to  punish  individuals  for  setUing  or  trespassing,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, upon  the  public  lands.  Suitsjhad  often  been  brought 
under  this  act^  and  tiie  resuk  had  universally  been,  that 
the  Government  paid  the  cost.  He  was  in  favor  of  ex- 
tending the  power  to  the  President  to  lease  the  mines 
west  of  the  Mississippi  on  the  same  terms  that  those  east 
of  that  river  are  now  leased.  Such  a  policy  would  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  people;  would  produce  a  large  reve- 
nue; and  be  the  means  of  preserving  the  timber,  and  of 
husbanding  all  the  resources  of  the  country. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  bill  on  account  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  enforcing  it,  tiie  principles  it  contained,  and  the 
vexation  and  violence  which  he  thought  would  certainly 
ensue  if  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  enforce  it,  under 
the  policy  now  pursued  in  relation  to  the  mines  east  of 
the  river.  He  said  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment agent  to  protect  the  timber  and  mines  from  wattei  | 


and  when  that  country  is  offered  for  sale,  which  must 
soon  be  done,  it  would  command  a  high  price,  after  hav- 
ing paid,  in  rents  received  from  the  mines,  largely  more 
than  the  original  cost  of  the  whole  country.  He  was  not 
very  favorable  to  the  leasing  system;  it  would  be  much 
better  to  sell  these  mines  as  soon  as  possible;  and  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  agreed  with  him  on  that 
subject,  and  had  reported  a  bill  for  selling  all  the  mineral 
lanos  east  of  the  Missisnppi.  But  one  Uiing  is  certain, 
that  the  enterpriang  citizens  of  that  country  cannot  be 
kept  out  of  this  newly  acaiured  territory;  and  it  was  a 
question  now  to  be  settleo,  whether  we  diould  admit 
every  good  citizen,  or,  by  attempting  to  exclude  all,  only 
admit  those  who  are  independent  of,  and  will  disregard 
all  law. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  briefly  replied,  inusting  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  legislating^  on  the  subject,  and  leaving  the 
question  of  the  execution  of  the  law  to  those  on  whom  it 
would  devolve. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  PLUMMEB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported 
a  bill  granting  to  the  States  of  Mississippi,  Louisana,  Mis- 
souri, Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Alabama,  a  quantity  of  land 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  P.  said,  in  preaentinj^  this  bill  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  he  had  no  disposition  to  attempt  an  argu- 
>mentin  favor  of  its  provisions,  which  seemed  to  meet  with 
the  general  approbation  of  the  members.  Justice  to  the 
new  States  demands  its  passa^;  and  so  sensible  are  all  par- 
ties of  the  equity  of  its  provisions,  that  no  one,  from  what- 
ever quarter  of  the  Union  he  comes,  whether  from  an  old  or 
new  State,  will,  I  trust,  be  found  to  raise  his  voice  in  op- 
position. Instead  of  making  a  formal  report,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  to  make  a  brief  verbal  statement  of 
facts  in  reply  to  the  call  made  on  the  committee  by  the 
House.  I  am  an»ous  to  make  that  statement  at  this  time, 
because  of  the  impracticability  of  our  being  able,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  advanced  period  of  the  sestton,  to  consi- 
der the  subject  ^;ain,  separated  from,  and  unconnected 
with,  the  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
|)ub]ic  lands  among  the  several  States  according  to  their 
federal  representative  population,  which  has  passed  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  by  whose  order  tlua 
bill  was  reported,  were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  tne  14th  of  December,  to  inquire  whether  any 
of  the  States  had  recdved  donations  of  land  from  the 
General  Government  for  the  purpose  of  making  road% 
bridges,  canals,  and  improving  watercourses;  the  quan- 
tity of  land  received  by  each  State;  and  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  to  such  of  the  new  States  as  have  re- 
ceived no  portion  of  the  public  domain  for  such  purposes, 
a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  granted  to  the  otho*  States^ 
to  be  applied  to  objects  of  internal  improvement  within 
their  respective  limits.  I  find,  on  examination,  that  there 
has  been  £^ted  by  the  General  Government  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  tiiouaand  nine  huii* 
dred  and  thirty-seven  acres;  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twen^-eight  acres;  to  the  State  of  Illinois^  four  hundred 
and  eightv  thousand  acres{  and  to  the  State  of  Alabama, 
four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  hmd,  for  the  purposes  of 
internal  improvement,  viz.  making  roads,  bridg^  canals, 
and  improving  navigable  streams  within  tiie  limits  of  those 
States.    No  grants  of  land  have  ever  been  made  lor  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  to  ti^e  States  of  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  or  Missouri.     These  are  all  the  new- 
States  in  which  the  General  Government  has  exercised 
ownership  over   the  waste   and  unappropriated    lands 
within  their  respective  limits.    Without  entering  into  any 
ai|fument  in  fkror  of  a  system  of  internal  improyement* 
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either  by  the  States  or  the  General  Government;  and 
without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  po- 
licy of  making  donations  of  land  for  such  purposes,  I 
would  simply  remark,  that  the  same  reasons  which  have 
heretofore  induced  Congress  to  make  donations  of  land 
for  objects  of  internal  improvement  to  a  portion  of  the 
new  States  still  exist,  and  are  urged  in  favor  of  making 
grants  for  similar  purposes  to  the  other  new  States.  The 
bill  simply  proposes  the  granting  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sf^nd  acres  of  land  to  each  of  the  States  of  Mississippi,  Lou- 
isiana, and  Missouri,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  to  each  of 
the  Slates  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Alabama,  to  make  the 
whole  quantity  donated  to  them  equal  to  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  each.  The  lands  to  be  located  by  au- 
thority of  their  Legislatures,  in  tracts  not  less  than  eighty 
acres  each,  on  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  within 
their  respective  limits,  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry. 
The  lands  so  located  to  be  disposed  of  at  a  price  not  less 
than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  the 
proceeds  to  be  faithfully  applied  to  such  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement  as  are  therein  particularly  design 
nated. 

I  was  willing  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States 
should  have  been  led  to  designate  the  particular  objects 
to  which  the  proceeds  should  be  applied,  but  a  majority 
of  the  committee  preferred  that  they  should  be  designated 
in  the  act  making  the  grant.  The  improvements  of  the 
navigation  of  watercourses,  named  in  the  bill  within  the 
State  I  have  the  honor  of  representing,  would,  by  en- 
hancing the  value  of  the  adjacent  lands  belonging  to  tlie 
GenersS  Government,  add  to  the  national  treasury,  and 
thus  benefit  all  of  the  States:  the  same  remark  is  applica- 
ble to  the  other  States  named  in  the  bill.  I  hoped  to  have 
been  able  to  lay  before  the  House  the  report  of  a  board 
of  civil  engineers,  who,  in  1829,  examined  all  the  streams 
within  the  State  of  Mississippi  named  in  the  bill,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  puipose  of  show- 
ing the  practicability  of  making  them  navigable,  but  in 
this  I  have  been  disappointed. 

The  Tombigbee  river,  the  western  branch  of  the  Mo- 
bile waters,  is  a  desirable  portion  of  the  northeastern  part 
of  the  State  I  represent.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  miles 
of  this  stream,  within  the  State  of  Missisnppi^  is  suscep- 
tible of  being  made  navigable  for  steamboats  six  months 
in  the  year,  at  an  estimated  expense  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  Tazoo  river  rises  in  the  Chickasaw  country, 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and,  afler  a  meandering 
course  of  three  hundred  miles  through  the  most  fertile 
lands  and  delightful  part  of  the  State,  empties  into  the 
Mississippi  a  little  above  the  thirty-second  degree  of  north 
latitude.  It  has  been  navigated  by  steamboats  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  miles  from  its  mouth.  There  are  some 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Yazoo,  such  as  logs 
in  the  channel,  and  overhanging  timber  on  the  banks.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  expense  of  removing  the  obstructions 
will  not  exceed  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  Big  Black  river  runs  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
State,  between  the  waters  of  the  Tombigbee  and  Yazoo, 
and  empties  into  the  Mississippi  a  little  below  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  north  latitude.  The  average  width  is 
forty  yards,  and  the  water  from  six  to  twenty-five  feet 
deep  in  the  driest  season  of  the  year.  The  only  obstruc- 
tions to  steamboat  navigation  are  logs  in  the  channel,  and 
projecting  timber  from  the  banks.  It  is  estimated  that  it 
could  be  made  navigable  for  steamboats  six  months,  and 
for  keelboats  nine  months  of  the  year,  two  hundred  and 
ninety  miles  from  its  mouthy  including  the  meanderings 
of  the  river,  for  the  sura  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
Steamboats  have  ascended,  in  time  of  high  water,  as  high 
as  Hfiy  miles,  and  keelboats  much  higher.  Flat  boats 
bound  to  New  Orleans,  loaded  with  cotton,  in  high  wa- 
ter, descend  it  annually  from  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
miles  from  ifs  mouth.    It  is  a  sluggish  stream^  and  a  great 
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portion  of  its  banks  are  annually  overflown  a  distance  of 
from  one  to  three  miles  from  tlie  main  river. 

The  river' Homochitto  empties  into  the  Mississippi,  and 
waters  a  rich  and  fertile  part  of  the  State;  it  can  oe  made 
navigable  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  five  months  in  the  year, 
at  the  estimated  expense  of  four  thousand  dollars. 

Pearl  river  rises  in  the  Choctaw  country,  and  empties 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  through  Lakes  Borgne  andPont- 
chartrain.  It  has  been  navigated  by  steamboats,  in  high 
water,  as  far  up  as  Jackson,  the  seat  of  Government  of 
the  State,  five  hundred  miles  from  its  mouth.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  it  can  be  made  navigable,  on  the  rise  of  the 
water,  say  six  months  in  the  year,  for  twenty  thousand 
dollars.  With  the  exception  of  a  raft  about  forty  miles 
above  the  head  of  tide  water,  there  are  no  obstructions 
excepting  projecting  trees  and  timber  from  the  banks. 

Pascagoula  river  is  formed  by  the  junction,  of  Leaf  and 
Chickasawhay,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  and  empties 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is  navigable  its  whole  length, 
sixty  miles.  Leaf  and  Chickasawhay  can  be  made  naviga- 
ble, the  former  one  hundred  and  thirtv  miles,  and  the 
latter  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles,  for  boats  of  one  hun- 
dred tons,  for  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars. 

About  seventy  miles  below  the  line  dividing  the  States 
of  Tennessee  and  Mississippi^  there  is  a  bayou  or  pass, 
which  makes  out  of  the  Mississippi  river  into  tiie  water  of 
the  Yazoo.  This  pass  seems  to  he  an  anomaly  in  nature. 
It  puts  out  of  the  Mississippi  immediately  into  a  small  lake 
called  the  Horse-shoe,  from  its  form.  The  distance  from 
the  lake  to  the  entrance  of  the  pass  on  the  opposite  side 
is  about  eight  miles.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  cur- 
rent between  the  lake  and  the  Mississippi  river,  during 
the  portion  of  the  summer  when  the  river  is  low,  runs  a 
counter  course  from  the  lake  to  the  Mississippi.  After 
making  its  way  through  a  rich  and  fertile  region  of  coun- 
try, now  in  the  possession  of  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw 
tribes  of  Indians,  for  .about  forty  miles,  it  unites  with  the 
waters  of  Cold  Water,  and  the  left  branch  of  the  Yazoo. 
Its  averap^e  width  is  about  thirty  yards.  The  channel  is 
of  sufficient  depth  for  steamboat  navigation  during  the 
whole  year.  There  is  no  historical  account  of  its  having 
been  known  to  the  French  or  Spaniards.  It  seems,  how- 
ever, from  some  traditionary  accounts  of  the  Chickasaws, 
to  have  been  known  a  lon^  time  to  the  Indian  hunter. 

The  first  knowledge  which  the  whites  had  of  its  con- 
necting itself  through  the  Yazoo  again  with  the  Mississip- 
pi, or  of  its  being  navigable,  was,  as  I  have  been  credibly 
informed,  ascertained  accidentally,  by  a  circumstance 
which  I  will  relate.  Many  years  ago  a  flat  boat  loaded 
with  produce,  descending  the  Mssissippi  river  in  time  ef 
high  water,  was  thrown  by  the  current  oat  of  the  main 
channel  into  this  pass.  When  the  commander  of  the  boat 
discovered  his  mistake,  it  was  too  late  to  force  his  broad- 
horn*  against  the  current  back  into  the  main  channel.  In 
consequence  of  the  overflow  of  the  swamp,  the  crew  were 
unable  to  land  and  reconnoitre  the  country,  or  abandon 
tiieir  boat.  As  the  only  alternative,  he  concluded  to  float 
upon  the  current,  and  trust  to  Providence  for  a  safe  deli- 
verance, under  the  hope  that  it  was  only  an  ordinary  cut 
off,  which  would  take  him  back  into  the  Mississippi  river 
again.  After  iloating  by  wa^  of  the  pass,  the  Cold  Water 
and  Yazoo,  through  the  interior  of  the  uninhabited  part  of 
the  now  State  of  Mississippi,^  for  hunvlreds  of  miles,  they 
found  tliemselves,  to  their  astonishment^  again  floating  on 
the  bosom  of  the  waters  of  that  majestic  river  they  had 
left  some  two  or  three  weeks  previously,  and  joyfully  pro- 
ceeded on  their  way  to  New  Orleans,  the  place  of  their 
destination. 

In  consequence  of  obstructions  in  the  pass,  it  can  only 
be  navigated  in  time  of  high  water.  A  Mr.  Bell,|  a  highly 
respectable  and  intelligent  citizen  of  Mississippi,  who  re- 
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sides  at  the  point  where  the  pass  makes  out  of  the  river, 
has  during  the  present  season,  piloted  several  boats 
tlirough  the  pass  into  the  Yazoo,  in  perfect  safety.  The 
obstructions  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  pass,  in  low 
water,  consist  of  timber  standing  in  the  main  channel, 
logs,  driflwood,  and  in  some  places  raAs.  The  whole 
expense  of  making  the  pass  navigable  for  boats  of  all  de- 
scriptions, is  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  1828,  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi 
authorized  the  Governor  to  employ  a  civil  engineer  to 
examine  the  pass,  and  he  made  a  favorable  report,  accom- 
panied  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense,  which  I  am  unable 
at  this  time  to  refer  to. 

No  part  of  the  land  on  this  stream  has  yet  been  offered 
for  sale.  An  appropriation  of  money  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment, or  a  donation  of  land  sufficient  to  make  this 
pass  navigable,  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  land  to  ten 
times  the  amount  of  the  sum  appropriated.  It  would  also 
be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  States  of  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentuck^r,  and  Tennessee,  who  sup- 
ply the  planters  of  Mississippi  with  the  products  of  their 
soil,  to  be  able  to  run  their  boats  into  the  interior  of  the 
ricliesr,  most  fertile,  and  densely  populated  part  of  the 
SUte. 

There  has  been  much  controversy  upon  the  subject  of 
the  powers  of  Congress  to  make  improvements  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country.  I  am  aware  the  doctrine  has  been 
held  by  a  respectable  portion  of  the  politicians  of  the 
country,  and  by  those  with  whom  I  have  been  associated 
on  most  of  the  great  i^ational  questions,  that,  although 
they  had  the  power  to  improve  the  seaboard,  by  widening 
channels,  erecting  breakwaters,  and  cleaning  out  harbors, 
they  could  not,  constitutionally,  make  mmiuir  appropria- 
tions for  the  improvement  of  the  navigable  streams  in  the 
interior  of  the  other  States.  But  I  trust  that  those  who 
are  the  strictest  in  their  construction  of  the  constitution, 
will  not  carry  their  State  rights  doctrines  so  far  as  to  deny 
the  power  of  Congress  to  relinquish  to  the  new  States  a 
portion  of  the  lands  to  which  they  are  entitled,  by  virtue 
of  their  sovereignty,  and  to  which  4hey  would  still  be  en- 
titled,  but  for  the  fact  of  their  having,  by  their  own  act, 
disclaimed  all  right  and  title  thereto,  and  relinquished  the 
same  to  the  General  Government.  Five-eighths  of  all  the 
land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  is  held  and  owned  by  the 
General  Government.  It  is  not  mv  intention  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  I  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  language  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  of  representing,  in 
their  numerous  memorials  to  Congress  on  this  subject.  1 
bave  not  been  favored  with  copies  of  them  for  presenta- 
tion, nor  do  I  find  any  record  of  their  ever  havmg  been 
presented.  I  find  them  among  my  collection  of  legislative 
documents. 

[Mr.  P.  here  read  extracts  from  sundry  memorials  of  the 
Legislature  of  Mississippi,  on  the  subject;  afler  which,  the 
bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed.] 

DUTIES  ON  HARDWARE. 

Mr.  HORK  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so 
much  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  14th  of  July,  1832, 
entitled  '<  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  im- 
posing duties  on  imports,"  as  provides  that  certain  arti- 
cles therein  mentioned  shall  not  be  imported  at  a  less  rate 
of  duty  than  would  have  been  chargeable  upon  the  raw 
material,  constituting  the  chief  value  if  imported  in  an  un- 
manufactured state. 

The  question  being  put,  to  agree  to  the  said  resolution, 
it  was  ascertained  that  a  quorum  did  not  vote. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  FITZGERALD  that 
there  be  a  call  of  the  House  {  which  motion  was  disagreed 
to:  when,  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  a  quorum,  a  mo- 


tion was  made  by  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  that  the  House  do 
adjourn;  which  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  8, 
nays  123. 

Mr.  HORN  said  that,  if  the  obiect  of  the  resolution 
was  understood,  he  believed  that  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  it.  Believing,  himself,  that  no  bill  on  the  ge- 
neral subject  of  the  tariflT  would  pass  at  this  session,  lie 
knew  it  to  be  indispensable  that  some  bill  should  pass  in 
relation  to  the  subject  of  this  resolution.  Without  some 
such  legijilation,  the  utmost  confusion  must  prevail  in  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  that  in  fact  toe  law,  as  it 
now  stands,  cannot  be  executed.  He  understood  that  ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  the  Treasury  Department  to 
know  if  any  construction  could  be  there  given  to  the  law, 
which  would  remedy  its  objectionable  and  impracticable 
provisions,  and  that  an  answer  had  been  returned  that  no 
construction  could  be  given  to  the  law,  but  that  which 
the  act  bears  on  its  face.  Satisfied  tliat  the  fi^amers  of 
the  act  of  July  last  never  intended  it  to  have  the  opera- 
tion to  increase  Uie  existing  duties  three  or  fourfold,  as 
it  does,  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to  with- 
out opposition. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  confirmed,  in  substance,  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  HoBx.  He  was  himself  satisfied  that  the 
provision  of  law,  referred  to  in  this  resolution,  was  not 
only  onerous  in  itself,  but  could  not  be  executed.  He 
presented  to  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  sustaining  his  views  of  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  amendment  of  the  act  of  July 
U,  1832,  which  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  spoke  to  the  same  effect.  He 
instanced  the  case  of  a  common  utenal,  a  frying  pan,  for 
example,  the  parts  of  which  were  composed  of  iron,  of 
different  descriptions  paying  different  duties,  and  payings 
those  duties  by  weight.  Under  the  act  which  was  to  go 
into  operation  on  the  4th  of  next  month,  every  package 
of  such  goods  must  be  opened,  weighed,  valued.  Sec,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  defy  the  ingenuity  of  all  the  collec- 
tors in  the  country  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Even  if  a  ge- 
neral tariflr  bill  should  pass  at  this  session,  (as  be  hoped  it 
would,)  a  special  act  would  be  necessary  to  remedy  this 
difficulty,  before  the  law  of  July  could  go  into  operation. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said,  if  the  amendment  suggested 
was  necessary,  he  desired  to  see  it  made  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. Let  it  be  done  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  gene- 
ral tariff  bill.  With  this  view  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that,  if  a  Uriff  bill  passed,  it 
would  not  go  into  operation  before  September  next,  and 
the  existing  law,  which  is  to  take  effect  on  the  4^h  of 
March,  would,  if  not  amended,  produce  a  sad  state  of 
thing^. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  ne- 
gatived: Yeas  44,  nays  108. 

Aftera  few  further  observations  from  Mr.  DEARBORN 
and  Mr.  STEWART, 

The  previous  question  wasdemandcd  by'Mr.  SPEIGHT, 
sustained  by  the  House,  and  carried,  ana  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to  without  a  divinon. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  reconsideration  of 
the  duty  of  two  cents  a  pound  on  raw  cottoii. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed  to  tlie 
reconsideration.  He  was  not  an  advocate  for  the  duty  on 
the  article,  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  whole  protec- 
tion system,  internal  improvements,  and  all,  on  principle. 
Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  duty  had  been  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  he  was  opposed  to  reconsidering  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  tliought  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  impugned  tlie  mo- 
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tives  of  all  who  voted  for  this  duty.  He  himself  did  not 
consider  it  in  the  light  of  a  protecting  duty;  it  did  not  be- 
long to  that  class  of  duties.  A  duty  on  raw  cotton  had 
existed  ever  since  the  year  1816.  He  did  not  believe  that 
many  members  were* aware  of  this  fact;  or  th^t  any  duty 
had  been  imposed  on  cotton  at  all.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  professed  his  opposition  to  internal  im- 
provements; now  I,  said  Mr.  B.»  carry  my  opposition 
to  protection  just  as  far  as  he  does  his  to  internal  im- 
provements. When  he  wants  an  appropriation  for  Ocra- 
coke,  or  any  other  place  in  his  district,  his  principle  is 
not  heard  of. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  disclaimed  any  intention  to  impugn  the 
motives  of  any  one  on  Ihis  question,  and  he  was  surprised 
to  hear  such  a  thing  imputed  to  him;  nothing  was  further 
from  his  thoughts.  The  gentleman  talked  about  appro- 
priations for  internid  improvements.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was 
ag^ainst  mil  such  appropriations,  whatever  the  gentleman 
might  say  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  now  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the 
motion  for  reconsideration  on  the  table.  He  had  been  sorry 
ever  since  he  withdrew  it. 

The  question  on  laying  the  motion  was  lost:  Yeas  72, 
nays  105. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  endeavored  last  evening, 
without  success,  to  obtain  the  floor  to  say  something  m 
reply  to  some  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  BARimreER,]  having  allusion  to  him- 
self. Mr.  y.  said  he  wholly  disclaimed  being  influenced 
by  any  such  feelings  towards  the  interests  of  the  South, 
or  those  who  represented  its  interests  here,  as  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  imagine  might  be  the  case.  He  [Mr.  V .] 
did  not  wish  to  inflict  injury  on  the  industry  of  the  South; 
very  far  from  it;  he  was  glad  to  see  it  prosperous.  He 
had  yesterday  stated  the  cotton  cultivaUon  ought  to  be 
protected,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  grant  in  its  favor  a 
prohibition  of  all  foreign  cotton.  But  what  he  stated  was, 
that  he  would  do  it  only  on  terms  of  reciprocal  justice  to 
other  interests:  that  he  would  not  consent  that  cotton 
should  enjoy  a  duty  which,  in  fact,  was  a  prohibition,  and 
at  the  same  time  deny  it  had  vmy  protection,  and  make  that 
denial  its  justification  for  assaihng  and  pulling  down  all 
other  branches  of  home  industry.  The  preservation  of 
the  interests  assailed  required  that  denial  should  be  put 
to  the  test,  until  the  denial  and  the  hostility  of  the  cotton 
interest  were  withdrawn.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  complained  of  him  [Mr.  V.]  as  though  he  was 
theauthor  of  the  proposition  to  admit  cotton  duty  free. 
He  must  beg  leave  to  remind  the  gentleman,  he  [Mr.  V.] 
had  not  introduced  the  proportion;  it  was  in  the  bill  as 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — a  free 
trade  committee.  Let  the  gentleman  put  the  saddle  on 
aright,  and  quarrel  witli  his  friends  for  br'ngpng  the  pro- 
position here,  and  not  with  him  for  helping  them  to  exe- 
cute their  wishes. 

The  gentleman  had  taxed  him  [Mr.  V.]  with  inconsis- 
tency. He  had  given  a  reason  for  his  course  satisfactory 
to  himself.  But  if  the  gentleman  is  fond  of  consistency, 
he  will  find  abundant  matter  for  contemplation  by  direct- 
ing his  attention  home  to  himself.  He  is  a  free  trade  ad- 
vocate;  is  for  bringing  every  thing  down  to  a  revenue 
standard:  he  lays  duties  only  to  raise  money  for  revenue, 
and  not  for  protection;  is  against  specific,  and  for  ad  va- 
lorem duties,  and  votes  for  duties  of  that  character,  and 
at  the  lowest  rate  on  all  manufactured  articles.  And  yet 
the  gentleman  moves  to  strike  the  article  of  cotton  out 
from  the  free  list  of  imports,  and  to  substitute  a  specific 
duty,  which  is  now  admitted  to  be  equal  to  fifty  per  cent. 
And  this  he  calls  a  fiur  revenue  duty.  Will  the  gentle- 
man \vf  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  say  he  intends  by  this 
proposition  to  raise  a  dollar  of  revenue,  or  that  he  be- 
lieves it  will  have  that  effect?  Is  not  his  whole  and  sole 
object  to  secure  to  the  cotton  grower  the  exclusive  pos- 


session of  the  home  market?  And  what  is  that  but  pro- 
tection? Does  any  friend  of  manufactures  ask  for  any 
thing  more?  Do  not  the  manufacturers  seek  after  the 
same  thing?  He  would  repeat  what  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  yestei*day  said,  that  gentle- 
men must  not  think  to  mislead  us  by  names,  and  get  pro- 
tection under  one  appellation,  and  then  deny  the  same 
thing  to  others  by  changing  its  name. 

Mr.  v.  said  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  to  his  friend 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Everbtt,]  that  he  was  a  better 
and  meeker  man  than  himself.  He  [Mr.  V.]  would  not 
consent  to  hold  up  the  shield  of  protection  to  those  who 
persisted  in  dealing  out  blows  upon  his  constituents.  He 
had  heard  that  gentleman  on  other  occasions  describe  to 
this  House,  with  great  effect,  what  the  protective  policy 
had  done;  the  towns  and  villages  it  had  called  into  being; 
the  thousands  of  looms  and  spindles  it  had  put  in  motion; 
the  millions  of  capital  it  had  invited  into  investment,  giv- 
ing bread  and  employment  to  thousands  of  people.  His 
heart  had  nckened  within  him  at  the  recital  of  these 
things,  which  ought  to  excite  no  other  emotion  than  pride 
in  an  American  bosom.  He  must  be  permitted  to  say  to 
the  gentleman  that  the  signs  of  the  times  admonish  us  that 
the  day  is  not  fkr  off*  when  they  who  will  not  consent  to 
save  themselves  will  find  the  magnanimity  uf  others  will 
fail  them.  He  [Mr.  V.]  denied  that  he  acted  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  retaliation.  He  said,  if  a  blow  was  given  him, 
and  he  struck  back  again,  he  called  that  self-defence;  and 
if  the  return  blow  was  a  little  the  hardest,  he  did  not 
know  that  he  should  give  himself  much  trouble  about 
that.  He  stood  there  to  protect  his  constituents;  and  if 
their  interests  were  unreasonably  and  unjustly  assailed  by 
any  other  interest,  he  would  expostulate  and  reason  the 
case  with  the  assailants,  as  had  been  done  with  the  oppo- 
nents of  domestic  industry.  When  reason  and  expostula- 
tion failed,  he  would,  in  the  last  resort,  lay  them  by  the 
heels  who  attempted  to  lay  his  constituents  hy  the  heels. 
He  wholly  disclaimed  all  retaliation  and  vindictive  feelings; 
but  he  should  vote  to  make  cotton  free  of  duty,  in  sor- 
row and  sadness,  such  as  he  should  feel  on  administering 
calomel  to  a  bilious  patient,  with  the  hope  it  would  in 
time  restore  him  to  health.  For,  until  the  delusion  now 
prevalentat  the  South,  that  it  experiences  nothing  but 
injury  from  the  protective  policy,  is  removed,  the  coun- 
try will  be  agitated,  and  no  branch  of  industry  dependent 
upon  that  protection  can  enjoy  a  moment^  safety  or 
repose. 

Mr.  BARRING  ER  admitted  that,  though  the  proposed 
duty  on  cotton  was  laid  for  revenue,  it  might  operate  in- 
cidentally as  protection. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  said  that,  having  yesterday,  with  only 
two  or  three  of  his  tariff  friends,  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment, he  desired  to  state  the  reason  of  that  vote,  and  of 
the  one  he  should  now  give.  His  individual  opinion 
was  then,  and  he  had  not  clianged  it,  that  the  duty  pro- 
posed was  not  only  a  protection,  but  a  valuable,  if  not  a 
necessary  protection  to  the  cotton  planters.  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Baxbikoeb]  seemed  to 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  was  only  a  revenue  duty— a  du- 
ty of  twenty  per  cent.  It  is  true  that,  on  cotton  costing 
ten  cents  per  poun<C  it  was  only  a  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent.;  but  on  the  foreign  cotton,  which  would  come  in 
competition  with  the  ufHand,  costing  four  cents,  it  is  a  du- 
ty offif^y  per  cent.  This  was  in  fact  prohibition  on  this 
article,  not  a  revenue  duty.  Though  his  private  opinion 
was  that  this  was  a  protection  important  to  the  interests 
of  the  South,  yet  he  found  it  was  in  opposition  to  that  of 
the  cotton  planters  in  p^neral.  They '.were  very  ably  rep- 
resented in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wilds.]  That  gentleman 
had  concurred  in  the  bill  making  raw  cotton  duty  free. 
The  votes  of  the  South,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and 
in  the  House,  were,  with  few  exceptions,  against  tbQ 
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ainendment.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  felt  himself 
justified  in  yielding  his  own  opinion  to  the  better  judg- 
ment of  those  mitre  immediately  interested.  Should  the 
manu&cturers  of  cotton  of  the  North,  with  the  same  una- 
nimit}%  oppose  protecting  duties  on  their  manufactures, 
would  they  be  imposed,  and  by  Southern  votes? 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  originally  voted  with 
the  Southern  gentlemen  against  this  duty.  Had  the  bill 
simply  remained  a  revenue  bill,  he  would  not  have  ob- 
jected if  cotton  had  been  made  free.  But  the  bill  had 
been  entirely  changed,  and  a  duty  on  this  article  was  as 
proper  as  on  any  other.  As  cotton  could  be  brought  in- 
to the  country  from  abroad  and  sold  at  five  cents  a  pound, 
he  was  willing  to  have  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem, not  as  a  protection,  but  as  a  continuation  of  a  duty 
already  laid  in  the  act  of  1816.  He  was  not  disposed  to 
repeal  the  duty  heretofore  existing,  as  it  was  continued 
on  other  articles.  To  give  an  opportunity  for  voting  for 
the  ad  valorem  duty,  he  would  vote  for  the  reconsidera- 
tion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  there  was  such  difierence 
between  principles  professed  and  determinations  avowed, 
on  this  subject,  that  if  the  debate  continued  much  longer 
gentlemen  would  not  know  what  side  tliey  were  on.  He 
himself  was  opposed  to  the  duty,  and  in  favor  of  recon- 
sideration. 

Some  further  discussion  followed  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
E.  EVERETT,  DAVIS,  of  Mass.,  WICKUFFE,  and 
BULLARD;  several  of  them  referring  to  the  general  im- 
pression or  understanding  that  the  bin  could  not  pass  in 
its  present  shape,  whatever  decision  might  take  place  on 
this  particular  feature  of  it. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that  this  discussion  on  the  pro- 
tection of  the  great  cotton  interest  seemed  to  excite  great 
uneasinessjn  a  certain  quarter.    Gentlemen  evinced  great 
impatience  for  the  question.    Why  this  fluttering?   Were 
gentlemen^  apprehensive  that  the  people  of  the  South 
would  discover  that  they  too  had  a  vital  interest  in  the  I 
tariff,  now  secure  under  a  protecting  duty  of  75  per  cent.  ? 
He  was  glad  to  see  the  war  carried  for  once  into  the  ene- 
my's country:  he  rejoiced  that  an  opportunity  had  been 
afforded  by  this  debate,  of  letting  the   Southern  people 
see  that  there  were  two  sides  to  this  question;  that  they 
were  not  less  interested  in  the  protecting  system  than 
those  of  the  North.     The  war  had  been  waged  in  the 
North  long  enough.     He  was  glad  to  see  it  now  carried 
south  of  the  Potomac,  where  the  doctrines  of  "  free 
trade"  were  so  eloquently  maintained  when  applied  to 
Northern  labor?  but  when  it  is  proposed  to  apply  them  to 
the  cotton  and  tobacco  of  the  South,  thev  become  all  at 
once  the  most  abominable  doctrines  in  the  world.     Tou 
gore  our  ox,  **  that  alters  the  case,"  and  instead  of  "free 
trade,"  we  have  just  heard  from  gentlemen,  who,  yester- 
day, denounced  the  tariff  as  an  abomination,  some  of  the 
soundest  tariff  arguments  he  had  ever  heard  on  that  floor. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  BARnivcsR,] 
(always  opposed  to  the  tariff,)  has  just  told  us  that  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  cotton  would  be  giving  a  bounty 
to  that  amount,  to  induce  foreigfners  to  import  their  cheap 
cotton  into  our  markets,  to  the  great  damage  and  injury 
of  the  labor  employed  in  growing  cotton  in  our  own  coun- 
try.    True,  perfectly  true;  and  docs  not  this  argument 
apply  with  equal  force  when  applied  to  wool,  iron,  hats, 
shoes,  and  every  thing  else?    If  you  reduce  the  duties  on 
these,  do  you  not  thereby  give  a  bounty  to  the  foreigner 
to  import  cheap  wool,  iron,  hats,  &c.,  to  the  injury  of 
those  now  employed  in  their  production  and  manufacture 
hfere?    This  could  not  be  denied:  the  only  difference  was 
that  the  one  was  produced  in  the  South,  and  the  other  in 
the  North.     The  difference  of  mettm  and  tuum,    Tliis 
difference  of  mine  and  yours  oftt*n  brought  many  to  op- 
posite conclusions.     The  gentleman  has  further  told  us, 


Mexico,  Brazil,  the  Indies,  and  other  cotton-growing  coun- 
tries,  it  will  be  impossible  to  maintain  the  competitioa 
without  greatly  depressing  Southern  labor;  and  we  have 
been  told  that  considerable  quantities  of  low-priced  cot^ 
ton  are,  in  fact,  now  imported  into  this  country,  paying 
a  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound,  equal  to  75  or  &}  per 
cent.;  take  off  th'is  duty,  and  we  are  told  our  factories 
will  be  supplied  with  the  cheap  cotton  of  South  America. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  believed  these  opinions  w«re  weUfound* 
ed,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  it;  but  whose  fault 
would  it  be?    Did  not  Southern  gentlemen  bring  this  de- 
struction on  their  own  people?    Was  it  not  tlie  effect  of 
their  own  measures  anu  their  own  principles?    Undoubt- 
edly: and  the  people,  even  in  the  South,  would  soon,  be 
trusted,  cast  off  tnis  delusion,  and  awake  to  a  sense  of 
their  true  interest.    He  believed  the  time  was  not  distant 
when  Virginia,  and  the  whole  South,  would  become  de- 
cided taritt  States.    But  another  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  McDuffix]  tells  us  be  wishes  a  duty  on 
cotton  for  revenue — a  revenue  duty!     What!  ruse  reve- 
nue by  the  importation  of  foreign  cotton!     This  was  most 
extraordinary.  He  had  all  along  understood  that  we  were 
reducing  the  tariff  to  get  rid  of  revenue;  that  the  trea- 
sury was  suffering  from  plethora;  but  now  we  are  told 
we  want  a  duty  on  cotton,  not  to  reduce,  but  to  raise  re- 
venue!      But  another  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Blaix]  admits  that  it  is  a  protecting  duty,  but  says^ 
this  duty  is  of  such  ancient  date,  that  it  would  be  mon- 
strous to  reduce  it  now.    The  cotton  growers  have  a  right 
to  protection  by  prescription:  and  he  concluded  by  say- 
ing, that  he  pleaded  the  statute  of  limitation  aninst  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  cotton.    To  this,  perhaps,  the 
wool  and  hemp  growers,  and  cotton  manufacturers,  might 
reply,  that  cotton  had  enjoyed  protection  long  enough; 
that  it  had  now  acquired  strength  under  the  fostering  care 
of  Government,  to  go  forth  and  defend  itself;  and  that 
the  time  had  now  come  when  other  interests  should  ex- 
perience similar  favors. 

But,  Mr.  S .  said,  he  had  risen  not  so  much  to  engage 
in  this  debate  as  to  explain,  in  a  few  words,  the  motives  of 
his  own  vote.  He  should  vote  to  reconsider.  He  had 
not  been  aware  of  the  ad  valorem  amount  of  the  duty  of 
three  cents  on  cotton;  on  many  descriptions  of  cotton  it 
had  been  stated  to  be  70  or  80  per  cent.  Cotton,  it  must 
be^  remembered,  is  a  raw  materia],  and  it  was  a  sound 
principle  of  political  economy  that  the  duties  on  the  rav 
material  should  never  exceed  the  duty  on  the  manufiic- 
tured  article.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  by 
this  bill  on  cotton  manufactures  to  20  per  cent.  He 
should,  therefore,  vote  to  reduce  tlie  duty  on  cotton  also 
to  20  per  cent.  If  gentlemen  would  consent  to  give  a 
higher  duty  on  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  he  would 
vote  a  corresponding  duty  on  the  raw  material.  To  put 
a  high  duty  on  the  raw  material,  whether  wool,  iron,  cot- 
toi^  or  any  thing  else,  and  alow  duty  on  the  manufactured 
article,  was  mtiking  it  the  obvious  interest  of  the  foreigner 
to  work  up  the  raw  material,  and  import  it  in  a  manufoc- 
tured  condition  under  low  duties,  thus  compelling  our 
people  not  only  to  pay  for  the  raw  matertsl,  but  also  for 
the  labor  and  its  subsistence,  thereby  depriving  our  own 
industry  of  employment,  and  our  own  farmers  of  a  home 
market  for  their  produce.  We  have  been  told,  said  Mr. 
S.,  that  a  certain  description  of  cotton  was  sold  in  the  fo- 
reign market  for  three  and  four  cents  per  pound.  If  it  cost 
three  and  a  half,  it  might  be  imported  for  four,  but  it  had 
to  pay  three  cents  duty,  which  made  it  cost  the  manufac- 
turer seven  cents;  this  amount  they,  of  course,  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  Southern  planter  for  similar  cotton;  but 
if  this  three  cents  were  taken  off,  then  the  foreign  cotton 
could  be  bought  for  four  cents,  and  the  Southern  planter 
would  be  compelled  to  sell  the  same  for  four  cents  instead 
of  seven,  or  lose  the  market.    Thus  this  duty  of  three 


that,  owing  to  the  great  difference  in  the  price  of  labor  in  .cents  enabled  tJic  Southern  cotton  grower  to  sell  his  col- 
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ton  to  the  American  mftntifacturer  75  per  cent,  higher 
than  he  could  if  the  duty  was  repealed.  This  was  obvious. 
It  was  too  plain  to  admit  of  dispute.  Yet  we  are  told  that 
they  have  no  interest  in  the  tariff  policy!  He  was  glad 
this  debate  had  opened  gentlemen's  eyes  and  the  people's 
eyes  to  the  true  state  of  the  case.  TVas  it  right  to  tax  the 
manufiu^turer  with  a  duty  of  75  percent,  on  the  raw  cot- 
ton, while  the  producers  of  this  cotton  refuse  to  give  the 
cotton  manufacturer  any  protection  whatever?  Did  gen- 
tlemen expect  to  get  all  and  give  nothing?  No!  they 
roust  give  and  take.  If  they  will  destroy  our  industry  by 
withdrawing  protection,  they  must  expect  theirs  to  fall  in 
turn.  We  are  willing  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by.  If 
the  protection  on  manufactures  is  to  be  reduced  to  20  per 
cent,  let  cotton  come  down  to  the  same.  If  they  willgpve 
more  to  manufacturers,  he  would  give  more  to  cotton. 
This  was  the  rule  which  should  govern  his  vote.  He 
would  prefer  leaving  the  duty  on  cotton  open  until  the 
rate  of  duty  on  manufactures  of  cotton  was  first  determin- 
ed, and  then  the  House  could  regulate  the  duty  on  cotton 
by  this  standard.  He,  for  one,  would  never  consent  to 
fix  a  higher  rate  of  duty  on  the  raw  material  than  was 
granted  to  the  manu&ctured  article.  This  he  considered 
a  sound  principle  of  legislation,  and  he  would  be  glad  to 
see  it  introduced  as  a  permanent  provision  in  every  tariflf, 
that  the  manufactured  article  should  in  no  case  have  a 
lower  rate  of  protection  than  was  ^nted  to  the  raw  ma- 
terial. Otherwise,  it  was  made  the  mterest  of  the  foreigner 
to  import  the  raw  material  In  a  manufactured  condition,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  indus- 
try of  our  own  country. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  reconsi- 
der, and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  92,  nays  77, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  Bar- 
stow,  Isaac  G.  Bates,  Bell,  Bouck,  Bouldin,  John  C.  Brod- 
head,  Gambreleng,  Chinn,  Clay,  Clayton,  Lewis  Condict, 
Connor,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Coulter,  Davenport,  John 
Davis,  Dearborn,  Dickson,  Doublcday,  Draper,  Horace 
Everett,  Ford,  Foster,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Grennell,  Grif- 
fin, Thomas  H.  Hall,  William  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hodges, 
Hoffman,  Hogan,  Holland,  Horn,  Hughes,  Ihrie,  Jar  vis, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kennon, 
Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lansing,  Lecompte,  Lewis,  Mardis, 
Mason,  William  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Newnan, 
Nuckolls,  Fatten,  Franklin  K.  Plummer,  Polk,  Potts, 
John  Reed,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Rencher,  Roane,  William 
B.  Shepard,  Smith,  Soule,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Wiley  Thompson,  Verplanck,  Vinton,  Ward, 
IVardwell,  Watmough,  Wayne,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frc- 
derick  Whittlesey,  Campbell  P.  White,  Wickliffe,  Wilde, 
Williams,  Worthington,  Young— 92. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Allison,  Archer,  Banks,  Bar- 
ringer,  Beardsley,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Briggs,  John 
Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bullard,  Burd,  Chandler,  Claiborne, 
Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Dayan,  Denny,  Dewart,  Edward  Everett,  Findlay, 
Fitzgerald,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hiester,  Howard,  Hub- 
bard, Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Isacks,  Jenifer,  Jewett,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Kendall,  Henry  King,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Lyon, 
Mann,  Marshall,  Maxwell,  McCarty,  Robert  McCoy, 
McKay,  McKennan,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Root,  Russel, 
Semmes,  Sewall,  Slade,  Southard,  Speight,  S pence, 
Standifer,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Vance,  Washington,  Weeks,  Wilkin,  Wheeler, 
Kdward  D.  White— 77. 

Xhe  questiorrthen,  of  course,  recurring  on  concurring 
vrith  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  specific  duty  of 
two  cents  a  pound  on  raw  cotton,  Mr.  WICKLIFFE 
moved  to  strike  out  this  duty,  and  insert  a  duty  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 


Mr.  ISACKS  suggested  to  the  mover  the  expediency 
of  making  the  duty  twenW  per  cent. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  also  preferred  twenty  percent,  and  made 
some  remarks  to  show  the  propriety  of  protecting  the  cot- 
ton product  against  the  importation  of  the  foreign  staple. 

The  debate  was  now  renewed,  and  continued  for  some 
time,  by  Messrs.  McDUFFIE,  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
TAYLOR,  E.  EVERETT,  WICKLIFFE,  CLAY,  REED, 
of  Massachusetts,  ADAMS,  BATES,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  COKE{  and,  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion 
to  insert  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  was  negatived:  Yeas 
60,  nays  104,  as  follows: 

YEAS — ^Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  An^l,  Archer,  Barrin- 
ger,  James  Bates,  Bethune,  John  Blair,  Bouldin,  Branch, 
Carr,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Lewis  Condict, 
Connor,  Coulter,  Craig,  Crane,  Davenport,  Doubleday, 
Draper,  Ellsworth,  Foster,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Hogan, 
Horn,  Isacks,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kava^ 
nagh,  Lyon,  Mason,  William  McCoy,  McKay,  Mitchell, 
Newnan,  Patton,  Pitcher,  Polk,  John  Reed,  Rencher, 
Roane,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Smith,  Soule,  Southard, 
Standifer,  Stewart,  Sutherland,  Francis  Thomas,  Wiley 
Thompson,  Verplanck,  Ward,  Wayne,  Wilkin,  Wick- 
Uflfe,  Wilde,  Williams— 60. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Chilton  Allan, 
Allison,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barstow,  Bergen,  James  Blair,  Bouck, 
Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  John  C.  Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bul- 
lard, Burd,  Gambreleng,  Carson,  Chandler,  Coke,  Silas 
Condit,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Cor- 
win, Crawford,  Creighton,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart, 
Dickson,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Eve- 
rett, Findlay,  Fitzgerald,  Ford,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Tho- 
mas H.  Hall,  William  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  H:iwes, 
Hawkins,  Hiester,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hughes,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Kendall,  John  King,  Henry  King,  Lamar,  Lea- 
vitt, Lecompte,  Lewis,  Mann,  Mardis,  Marshall,  McCar- 
ty, Robert  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  McKennan,  Muh- 
lenberg, Nelson,  Newton,  Nuckolls,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Plummer,  Potts,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Root,  Russel,  Semmes, 
Slade,  Speight;  Spence,  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Tracy,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Wat- 
mough, Wheeler,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White, 
Worthington,  Young — 104. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  then  moved,  instead  of  the  proposed 
specific  duty  of  two  cents,  a  duty  of  fifleen  per  cent., 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative— Yeas  71,  nays  87>  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer, 
Barnwell,  James  Bates,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  John 
Blair,  Bouck,  Bouldin,  John  C  Brodhead,  Gambreleng, 
Chinn,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Lewis  Condict, 
Connor,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Coulter,  Craig,  Crane,  Da- 
venport Dearborn,  Doubleday,  Draper,  Ellsworth,  Fel- 
der.  Ford,  Foster,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Hawes, 
Holland,  Horn,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  John- 
son, Lamar,  Lewis,  Mason,  William  McCoy,  McDuffie, 
Mclntire,  McKay,  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton, 
Plummer,  Polk,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Rencher,  Roane,  Wil- 
liam B.  Shepard,  Augustine H.  Shepperd,  Soule,  Speight, 
Sutherland,  Wiley  Thompson,  Verplanck,  Ward,  Wayne, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  Williams— 71. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Allison,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  Barringer,  Barstow,  James 
Blair,  Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bullard,  Burd, 
Carr,  Chandler,  Silas  Condit,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Cor- 
win, Crawford,  Creighton,  Denny,  Dewart,  Dickson, 
Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Find- 
lay, Fitzgerald,  Grennell,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  William  Hall, 
Hiland  Hull,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hiester,  Hodges,  Hoff- 
man, Howard,  Hubbard,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Isacks,  Jenifer,  Kendall,  John  King,  Henry  King, 
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Leavitt»  Lecompte,  Lyon,  Mann,  Mardis,  Marshall,  Ro- 
bert McCoy,  McKennan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pitcher,  Potts,  John  Reed,  Russel, 
Sewall,  Slade,  Smith,  Southard,  Spence,  Standifer,  Tay- 
lor,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vinton, 
Washington,  Watmough,  Wilkin,  Wheeler,  Frederick 
Whittlesey,  Bdward  D.  White,  Worthington,  Young 
— o/. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  inserting  a  duty  of  two  cents 
a  pound  on  foreign  cotton  wool,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  80,  nays  81,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Allison,  Ar- 
nold, Ashley,  Banks,  Barringer,  James  Bates,  Bethune, 
James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  John  C. 
Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bullard,  Burd,  Carr,  Chandler,  Clai- 
borne, Silas  Condit,  Connor,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Cor- 
win,  Craig,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Denny,  Dewart,  Dra- 
per, Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Findlay,  Ford, 
William  Halt,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hiester,  Hod^s, 
Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Isacks  Jenifer,  Jewett,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  John  King,  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Lyon, 
Mann,  Marshall,  Robert  McCoy,  McKay,  McKennan, 
Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pier- 
son,  Pitcher,  Rencher,  Russel,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Smith,  Southard,  Spence,  Standifer,  Sutherland, 
Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Ward,  Waslt- 
ington,  Watmough,  Wheeler,  Edward  D.  White— 80. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  AndeWon,  Angel,  Archer, 
Babcock,  Noj-es  Barber,  Barnwell,  Barstow,  Isaac  C 
Bates,  Bell.  Bergen,  Ilouck,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng,  Chinn, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Davenport,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Dickson,  Doubleday, 
Ellsworth,  Horace  Everett,  Felder,  Fitzgerald,  Foster, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Thomas  IL  Hall, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoffman,  Hogan,  Holland,  Horn, 
Hughes,  Ihrie,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kendall,  Henrv 
King,  Lamar,  Lecompte,  Lewis,  Mardis,  Mason,  McDuf- 
fie,  Mclntire,  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Plum- 
mer,  Polk,  Potts,  John  Reed,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Roane, 
Sewall,  Soule,  Speight,  Storrs,  Taylor,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, Verplanck,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Frederick  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  Worth- 
ington, Young— 81. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment  im- 
posing a  duty  of  two  cents  a  pound  on  cotton*,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

ThUBSDAT,    FSBRUAnT   21. 

FRONTIER  DEFENCE. 
The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  coming  up  for  consideration,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  an  amendment  offered  to  it,  in  committee, 
by  Mr.  Asblst,  going  to  create  a  difference  of  pay  be- 
tween mounted  men  and  foot  soldiers,  it  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  WATMOUGH,  and  Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  (who  had  re- 
ported the  bill,)  the  bill  was,  for  the  present,  laid  upon 
tlie  table. 

REVENUE  COLLECTION  BILL. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  en- 
force the  collection  of  the  revenue,  now  on  the  Speak- 
er's table,  be  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  WILDE  objecting,  and  the  orders  of  the  day  being 
called, 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  suspend  the  orders  of  the  day,  to 
allow  him  to  make  the  motion  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  LAMAR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  Mr.  ELLSWORfH,  Mr.  SU- 
THERLAND, Mr.  WILDE,    Mr.    WAYNE,  and  Mr. 


CLAYTON  addressed  the  Chair  on  the  questions  which 
arose  relating  to  the  order  of  business. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  orders  of  the  day.  In 
order  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  was  then  taken 
by  yeas  and  navs — Yeas  115,  nays  63. 

The  requirea  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pre- 
sent not  having  sustained  the  motion,  the  House  refused 
to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  BELL  then  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  tiie 
House  to  have  the  bill  printed. 

Objections  being  made,  however,  Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved 
to  postpone  the  special  order  (Mr.  VxRPx.AirGK'8  tariff 
bill)  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  opposed  the  motion.  The  mover 
had  avowed  it  to  be  his  object,  in  making  this  motion,  to 
ret  at  the  Senate's  enforcmg  bill  upon  a  motion  to  print 
It.  The  whole  object  of  this  movement  was  obvious.  It 
required  little  penetration  and  little  reflection  to  discover 
that  the  end  and  object  of  the  motion  was  to  give  a  qui- 
etus to  the  tariff  bill  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  here  interposed,  and  disdaimed  any 
such  purpose  as  the  gentleman  imputed  to  him.  His  sole 
object  had  been  to  get  the  Senate's  bill  printed,  and  laid 
on  the  tables  of  members. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  bill;  and  what  he  had  sud  had  had  no  personal 
reference  to  the  mover,  but  to  the  effect  of  his  motion. 
It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  a  majority  in  that  House 
to  give  the  tariff  bill  the  go-by;  if  the  majority  would 
disclaim  any  such  object,  Mr.  W.  would  withdraw  all 
opposition  to  the  motion.  But  he  believed  that  the  avow- 
ed, the  declared  object  of  the  motion  was  to  put  off  the 
further  d'iscussion  of  the  bill  to  reduce  the  tuiff,  and 
take  up  the  bill  which  had  produced  so  much  debate  and 
excitement  elsewhere.  [In  the  Senate.]  Mr.  W.  regret- 
ted that  such  a  motion  should  have  proceeded  from  a 
quarter  of  the  country  which,  through  its  representative 
on  that  floor,  had  complained  loudly  of  the  utter  inexpe- 
diency, oppressiveness,  and  unconstitutionality  of  the 
tariff  laws.  Did  any  gentleman,  could  any  gentleman 
expect,  that  if  the  Senate's  bill  once  became  the  subject 
of  discussion,  the  House  would  return  to  the  bill  now  be- 
fore it?  He  would  appeal  to  gentlemen,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  had  made 
this  motion,  whether  he  believed,  should  the  House  get 
at  the  other  bill  in  any  stage,  at  its  first,  or  second,  or 
third  reading,  there  could  be  the  faintest  hope  that  thry 
would  reach  the  tariff  bill  again  this  session.  Tlie  geti. 
tleman  might  hope  it,  but  as  surely  as  he  drew  the  breath 
of  life  he  would  find  himself  disappointed. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  felt  deep  anxiety  on  this  subject.  He 
had  witnessed,  not  without  pain,  the  slow  progress  of  the 
House  toward  the  adjustment  of  this  question  for  the  bst 
two  or  three  weeks. 

Several  voices  here  called  to  order,  and  the  Cmaib  ad- 
monislied  Mr.  W.  that  the  question  being  simply  on  a  mo- 
tion to  postpone,  he  must  confine  his  remarks  to  that 
point  alone. 

Mr.  W.  insisted  that  the  motion  involved  the  previous 
course  of  the  House  in  respect  to  the  bill  which  it  was 
proposed  to  postpone.  He  trusted  before  the  House 
*  ould  lay  aside  the  subject  before  them  to  take  up  a  bill 
which  went  to  throw  a  firebrand  into  the  country,  and  to 
produce  a  state  of  things  that  must  end  in  the  excite- 
ment of  lasting  discord  among  the  States  of  this  Union — 

Mr.  CAMBUELENG  here  called  Mr.  W.  to  order. 
The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  enter  on  the 
merits  of  a  bill  not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  inquired  whether  it  was  not  in  order  to  show 
the  importance  of  acting  on  the  tariff  first,  before  taking 
up  that  bill.  If  the  House  should  determine  to  pass  a  bill 
reducing  the  tariff,  did  any  man  imagine  that  such  a  bill 
as  that  from  tlie  Senate  could  ever  pass  in  that  House? 
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The  CHAIR  afain  reminded  Mr.  Wickliffs  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  advert  to  the  character  or  fate  of  a  bill  not 
before  the  House. 

[Mr.  ARNOLD  here  reminded  tlie  Chair  of  a  decision 
some  time  since,  in  a  case  which  he  considered  strictly 
parallel,  that  all  discussion  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
orders  of  the  day  was  out  of  order.] 

[The  SPEAKER  understood  the  case  to  be  different.] 

Mr.  WICKLIFFB  resumed.     When  interrupted,  he 


Mr.  WAYNE  a^in  inquired  whether  his  motion  for 
the  previous  question  was  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  its  former  decision. 

Mr.  IRVIN  said  he  retp'etted  to  witness,  on  this  occa- 
sion, such  feelings  as  had  been  evinced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  and  he  felt  fully  convinced  tliat  language 
of  the  kind  the  gentleman  had  tliought  fit  to  use,  would 
have  no  operation  on  the  course  of  members  in  that 
House.     He  could  assure  the  gentleman  it  would  have 


had  been  presenting  reasons  why  the  House  ought  not  to  none  upon  his  own.     He  trusted  the  House  would  act 


postpone  the  consideration  of  die  bill  which  they  had 
had  so  lon^  before  them.  It  was  admitted  that  the  bill 
had  occupied  a  vast  length  of  time,  and  the  universal  ex- 
pectation of  the  country  was  that  the  House  would,  after 
so  long  a  time,  come  to  some  prompt,  decided,  (and  he 
would  add,)  patriotic  action  upon  that  bill.  To  postpone 
its  consideration,  would  be  to  disappoint  this  just  expec- 
tation. For  the  last  five  or  six  days  the  House  seemed 
to  have  let  go  its  hold  upon  the  bill;  its  friends  had  relax- 
ed their  grasp  upon  it  almost  entirely.  Mr.  W.  well  re- 
membered that  at  a  certain  time  af\er  this  bill  had  been 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  a  member  could  scarce 
get  leave  to  offer  an  ordinary  resolution — the  cry  of  the 
tariff  bill  was  instantly  raised — nothing  must  impede  it 
even  for  a  moment;  and  none  had  been  louder  or  more 
strenuous  in  this  cry  than  the  gentleman  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, [Mr.  Spxioht.]  And  yet  now,  when  the  bill  had 
come  out  of  committee,  and  the  House  seemed  just  upon 
the  point  of  coming  to  a  vote  upon  ordering  it  to  a  third 
reading,  and  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Bouldih]  had  apprised  the  House  that  if  it  should  not 
pass,  he  had  a  substitute  to  offer,  which  would,  as  he 
hoped,  enlist  the  suffrages  of  a  majority  of  the  House — 
now,  it  was  proposed  to  give  the  whole  subject  the  go- 
by! Gentlemen  must  not  think  to  deceive  themselves  or 
their  constituents.  If  the  motion  should  succeed,  they 
^would  hear  nothing  more  of  the  tariff  bill  this  session;  it 
^i/ould  be  equivalent  to  an  indefinite  postponement  of  it. 

If  it  should  be  found,  af\er  every  effort,  that  they  could 
not  agree  upon  a  bill  which  would  give  quietness  and 
contentment  to  the  country,  why  it  could  not  be  helped. 
But  he  hoped  gentlemen  woula  come  and  sit  with  him 
till  the  lamps  expired  in  that  hall,  to  try  if  they  could  not 
pass  some  bill  that  would  prevent  consecjuences  such  as 
must  be  deeply  deprecated  by  every  patriot.  He  trusted, 
he  entreated  that  everv  expedient  would  first  be  tried, 
every  effort  exhausted,  to  prevent  what  might  lead  to 
consequences  that  must  long  be  lamented  by  all  who 
loved  their  country. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  denied  that  it  had  been  his  wish  or  pur- 
pose to  give  the  tariff  bill  the  go-by.  He  was  of  the 
same  opinion,  in  respect  to  the  necessity  of  passing  that 
ijil),  that  he  had  been  at  the  first.  His  opinions  in  re- 
spect to  the  tariff  had  in  nowise  changed.  He  held  it  to 
be  unjust,  oppressive,  and  unconstitutional.  His  whole 
conduct  had  been  such  as  clearly  to  show  that  he  was 
willing  to  pass,  a  bill  to  reduce  it.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  WicxLirrB]  gfot  up  and  talked  to  him 
about  throwing  firebrands!  He  had  made  his  motion 
\irith  a  view,  simply,  of  giving  some  disposition  to  a  bill 
sent  down  by  the  Senate.  However,  as  the  motion 
seemed  to  create  so  much  disturbance,  he  would  with- 
draw it;  and  Mr.  S.  withdrew  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  IRVIN  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  WAYNE  demanded  the  previous  question. 

'Fhe  CHAIR  decided  that  the  previous  question  would 
.not  apply  to  a  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  WAYNE  expressed  some  astonishment,  but  sub- 
mitted to  the  decision. 

Mr.  lUVIN  said  he  had  renewed  the  motion  because  he 
was  anxious  that  the  Senate's  bill  should  be  printed,  and 
that  it  should  be  settled  on  what  day  it  was  to  receive  the 
action  of  the  House. 


from  no  excited  feeling,  but  from  a  deliberate  and  dis- 
passionate judgment  of  what  its  duty  required. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that  he  understood  the  motion  to  be 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill  until  to- 
morrow, without  reference  to  any  object  whatever  in 
view,  and  that  nobody  must  even  allude  to  what  was  to 
follow.  He  should  endeavor  to  conform  to  order,  and 
then  the  field  left  was  quite  wide  enough  for  a  discussion 
that  would  occupy  the  balance  of  the  session.  Mr.  D. 
said  tltat  he  was  now  fully  satisfied  that  it  never  had  been 
the  intention  of  some  gentlemen,  who  had  professed 
themselves  to  be  very  anxious  to  settle  the  tariff  ques- 
tion, that  any  bill  should  pass  the  House  on  that  question. 
He  was  convinced  of  it.  It  was  conclusivelv  testified  < 
Their  conduct  proved  it,  and  no  man  could  doubt  it. 
Here  the  House  had  been  laboring  under  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  President,  for  weeks  and  weeks  past,  to  settle 
an  all-important  subject,  which,  if  lefl  unsettled,  must 
jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  Unions  and  now  what  did 
they  hear^ to-day?  He  heard  amotion  made,  without  any 
reason  assigned,  that  the  daily  special  order  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  tariff  should  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
ro^.  What  was  to  follow  that  motion,  no  mortal  dare  to 
know,  nor  was  it  in  order  so  much  as  to  hint  at  it.  One 
thing,  however,  was  certain.  The  object  of  the  motion 
was  to  defeat  the  tariff  bill,  and  to  let  some  other  busi- 
ness, which  nobody  must  talk  about,  take  precedence. 
This  was  clearly  the  object  of  the  motion.  And  why 
must  not  the  House  dispose  of  its  special  order?  Was 
not  the  tariff  bill  as  important?  Surely  it  was.  In  his 
judgment,  it  was  the  most  important  measure  that  had 
ever  come  before  the  American  Congress;  for  on  it  might 
depend  the  permanence,  and  the  very  existence  of  the 
Union.  Why  must  it  be  postponed?  Tiie  House  had 
only  seven  or  eight  business  days  remaining.  Would  gen- 
tlemen come  out  and  say  plainly  that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  pass  no  tariff  bill  at  all?  That  they  were  not 
anxious  to  give  quiet  to  the  country?  Was  he  so  to  under- 
stand gentlemen?  It  would  seem  so.  A  gentleman  from 
the  Southern  section  of  the  Union  now  came  forward  and 
demanded  the  previous  question.  It  was  an  extraordina- 
ry— a  most  extraordinary  course.  What,  was  the  gag 
law  to  be  enforced  upon  them  so  early? 

Mr.  CRAIG  here  called  Mr.  Dasisl  to  order. 

Mr.  DANIEL.     To  order?  How  am  I  out  of  order? 

Mr.  CRAIG  insisted  that  the  rules  of  the  House  should 
be  applied  as  rigidly  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  as 
they  had  been  to  himself. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  Oh!  that  is  right;  very  right.  But  how 
am  I  out  of  order? 

Mr.  CRAIG  said  that  a  reference  to  the  gag  law  was 
no  more  in  order  than  a  reference  to  the  bill  from  tlie 
Senate. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  1  am  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman, 
much  obliged,  indeed.  The  gentleman  is  very  polite.  I 
never  take  any  umbrage  at  what  that  gentleman  says, 
either  here  or  elsewhere.  But  I  had  no  allusion  to  the 
gentleman  at  all. 

Mr.  WAYNE.     Did  the  gentleman  allude  to  me? 

Mr.  DANIEL.     Yes,  I  did  allude  to  you. 

Mr.  WAYNE.  Then  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  I 
understand  him  to  allude  to  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
that  my  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  not  in  or- 
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der;  and  I  want  to  know  whether  it  is  in  order  for  him 
to  allude  to  it  in  a  manner  calculated  to  misrepresent  me 
to  the  public. 

The  CHAIU  said  that  personal  allusions  were  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  he  had  no  desire  to  be  out  of  order; 
it  was  not  his  purpose.  He  meant  to  keep  himself  in  or- 
der, and  he  should  try  to  do  so.  He  was  an  orderly  man. 
But  he  thought  it  was  an  extraordinary  attempt  to  stifle 
investigation  on  a  subject  so  important  as  this.  He  meant 
to  pursue  the  rules  of  order  rigidly.  The  field  was  wide 
enough.  He  had  a  rig^t  to  £scuss  the  motion  to  post- 
pone»  and  he  had  a  right  to  complain  of  any  gentleman 
who  pretended  to  be  in  fiivor  of  reducing  the  tariflT,  and 
yet  attempted  to  stifle  investigation. 

The  CHAIR  here  called  Mr.  Daniel  to  order. 

Mr.  DANIEL.  What!  Cannot  I  apologize?  Well! 
if  I  cannot  apologize,  I  do  not  know  how  I  am  to  keep 
myself  in  order. 

Mr.  WAYNE  here  rose  to  explain,  when 

Mr.  DANIEL  called  him  to  order.  He  insisted  that  the 
delay  of  the  tariff  bill  was  justly  chargeable  to  those  who, 
while  they  professed  to  be  anxious  to  settle  the  tariff 
question,  never  had  in  fact  desired  any  such  thing.  That 
was  not  the  gentlemen's  object.  They  had  a  far  higher 
object  in  view;  they  were  engaged  in  President  makmg: 
and  to  that  end  it  was  necessary  to  hang  up  this  tariff  bill, 
and  keep  the  subject  still  unsettled  before  the  people. 
The  edict  had  gone  forth.  A  gentleman  was  in  another 
part  of  that  hall,  who  had  expressly  proclaimed  that  the 
question  should  not  be  settled  because  his  President  was 
not  elected. 

The  CHAIR  here  called  Mr.  Dakiel  to  order.  It 
was  not  in  order  to  refer  to  any  thing  that  passed  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  he  had  not  uttered  a  word  about  the 
Senate.  He  had  spoken  of  a  gentleman  in  that  hall:  he 
had  said  nothing  about  the  Senate.  If  the  bill  was  to 
be  defeated,  let  the  responsibilitv  rest  where  it  ou^ht  to 
rest,  on  tlie  shoulders  or  those  who  were  endeavoring  to 
prevent  its  passage,  while  they  professed  to  be  its  friends 
— who  were  doing  all  they  could  to  put  the  country  into 
civil  war. 

Mr.  FOSTER  remonstrated  against  the  consumption  of 
precious  time.  He  understood  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Irvih]  was  ready  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  post- 
pone, if  gentlemen  would  withdraw  their  opposition  to 
the  printing  of  the  Senate's  bill.  He  conjured  eentle- 
roen  to  put  an  end  to  this  debate:  let  the  order  for  the 
printing  be  passed,  and  then  let  the  Housa  return  to  the 
consideration  of  the  tariff.  He  concluded  by  asking  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  move  for  the  printing 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  objected. 

Mr.  IRVIN  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone. 

BIr.  FOSTER  ag^in  asked  consent  to  make  his  motion. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  agun  objected. 

Mr.  FOSTER  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  sus- 
pending. 

The  House  refused  to  order  tliem. 

The  question  being  thereupon  put,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  FOSTER  now  moved  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws,  be  printed. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  said,  if  the  House  intended  to  act  on 
the  Senate's  bill  at  all,  it  must  be  manifest  to  all  that 
it  was  necessary  to  make  some  disposition  of  it  without 
delav. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  no  such  motion  could  be  in  order 
at  present. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  suggested  that  the  best  course 
would  be  to  take  a  question  on  printing  the  bill,  and  then 


to  move  successively  to  postpone  the  remuntng  orders 
before  tlie  House  until  they  arrived  at  the  Senate's  bill. 

Mr.  DICKSON  now  moved  to  postpone  the  special  or- 
der of  the  day  (Mr.  Vebflawck's  bilh  tiH  to-morrow,  for 
the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  WAYNE  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  Mr.  Watfs's  motion  not  to 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  DICKSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion he  had  made,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CLAY  suggested  that  to-morrow  had  been  set 
apart  for  business  relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dick- 
son, and  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Wickliwb]  would  carry  out  the  zeal  which  he  had  ma- 
nifested for  having  the  tariff  question  settled  first. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said  that,  unless  the  House  fixed 
upon  some  day  of  the  six  business  days  left  them  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate's  bill,  it  could  not  come  up  at 
all.  To  refuse  to  fix  a  day  to  conader  it,  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  declaring  that  they  would  not  conader  it  at  all. 
He  hoped  a  majority  of  the  House  would  proceed  to  post- 
pone every  bill  until  that  bill  should  be  reached. 

Mr.  BEIX  suggested  that  the  Senate  bill  would  be  dis- 
posed of  to-morrow  at  any  rate.  It  could  not  surely  be 
very  important  to  dbpose  of  it  to-day  in  preference. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  DxcKBoir]  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  suffer  the  House  to  manifest  its  will  on  the  bill  now 
before  it. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  sud  the  mntleman  was  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  Senate  bill  would  be  reached  to- 
morrow. There  were  bills  enough  before  it  (o  occupy 
th  e  mornings  of  four  or  five  days.  Why  not  give  the  bitt 
some  disposition  now? 

[Mr.  BOULDIN  here  made  some  observations,  which 
are  necessarily  deferred.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  detain  the  House,  but  his  feelings  were  such  at 
this  moment  as  constrained  him  to  ask  the  House  to  pause. 
The  proposition  was  to  postpone  the  special  order — ^till 
when?  It  was  said,  until  to-morrow;  but  should  the  mo- 
tion prevail,  the  postponement  would  be  to  the  end  of  Uie 
session.  Could  any  gentleman  believe  otlierwise?  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Ellswostb]  had  re- 
monstrated against  wasting  the  little  time  now  remaining. 
If  he  was  not  mistaken,  that  gentleman  himself  bad  done 
at  least  his  share  towards  consuming  the  time  of  the 
House.  He  knew  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  advert  to 
the  bill  intended  to  be  gotten  up  by  this  motion,  but  be 
was  certainly  permitted  to  suppcMBe  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence of  postponing.  Could  gentlemen  persuade  them- 
selves that  the  American  people  would  not  feel  disap- 
f)ointed  ?  Had  not  their  voice  called  upon  Cong^ress  final- 
y  to  adjust  this  long  vexed  question }  Should  Uie  motion 
prevail,  it  would  be  immediately  followed  by  another,  fbr 
taking  up  a  subject  of  a  different  complexion.  The  South 
had  long  been  petitioning  Congress  to  be  relieved  from 
the  burdens  under  which  they  were  groaning.  What 
must  be  the  consequence,  should  Congress  lay  aside  the 
bill  for  their  relief,  and  take  up  a  bill,  tiie  declared  object 
of  which  was  to  enforce  submission?  When  they  asked 
for  bread,  to  gpve  them  a  stone,  when  they  asked  fbr  a 
fish,  to  give  them  a  serpent,  he  implored  the  House,  in 
the  name  of  God,  and  of  his  country,  and  by  all  the  con- 
sequences which  were  suspended  on  its  action,  not  to  do 
such  a  deed.  He  would  go  down  to  its  feet,  and  humble 
himself  in  the  dust,  if  he  could  but  prevail,  if  he  could 
but  induce  them  to  have  mercy  upon  our  common  coun- 
try. There  was  a  point  bevond  which  human  forbear- 
ance would  not  extend}  a  point  where  reason  would  yield 
to  the  dictates  of  deep  and  uncontrollable  feeling. 
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Mr.  BELL  said  that  there  was  no  need  of  pressing  the 
pointy  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  withdrawn 
nis  motion. 

Mr.  DICKSON  said  the  motion  was  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  observed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  seemed  to  think  the  motion  very  alarming.  Mr. 
S.  could  see  nothing  alarming  in  it.  All  his  desire  was  to 
see  a  day  fixed  when  the  Senate's  bill  was  to  be  taken  up. 
It  would,  not  be  pressed  to-day  or  to-morrow.  If  gentle- 
men who  were  so  veiy  anxious  for  the  tariff,  instead  of 
adjourning  at  three  oxiock,  would  sit  (as  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  said)  until  the  lamps  went  out,  they 
might  dispose  of  it  in  time  to  take  up  the  other  bill.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  himself  to  blame,  that  all 
the  time  of  the  present  debate  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  consideration  of  the  tariff.  Mr.  S.  was  ready  to  meet 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and,  if  possible,  to  settle  the  question 
that  night. 

Mr.  ARCHER  was  opposed  to  fixing  at  this  time  upon 
any  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate; 
and  for  this  reason,  that  many  gentlemen  who  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  principles  of  that  bill,  would  nevertheless  vote 
against  it,  unless  the  House  should  first  come  to  some  de- 
termination as  to  the  tariff  question.  Why,  in  fact,  should 
any  man  give  his  vote  for  it,  so  long  as  a  hope  remained 
that  the  tariff  question  could  be  adjusted?  It  was  only  in 
case  of  the  failure  of  one  bill,  that  the  other  would  become 
necessary.  The  friends  of  the  bill,  by  pressing  it  now, 
would  lose  many  votes.  He  hoped  that  this  reason  would 
prove  conclusive. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  here  made  some  observations,,  a  report 
of  which  was,  unfortunately,  not  preserved. 

Mr.  ISACKS  was  fw  doing  one  thing  at  a  time.  He 
was  for  first  trying  to  reduce  the  tariff.  The  moment  it 
should  be  decided  that  this  could  not  be  done,  he  should 
be  prepared  to  ^  into  the  other  bilK 

Mr.  DICKSON  now  modified  his  motion^  so  as  to  make 
it  for  postponing  the  special  orders  until  Saturday. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion  in  this 
form,  and  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  86,  nays  99. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  and  again  took  up 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  first  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  striking  out  a  duty  of  fifleen  cents  a 
gallon  on  olive  oil  in  casks,  until  the  year  1834,  and  there- 
af\er  a  duty  often  cents.  This  amendment  was  negatived: 
Yeas  80,  nays  85,  and  the  proposed  duty  of  course  retain- 
ed in  the  bill. 

The  next  question  was  on  agreeing  with  the  committee 
in  Inserting  '*  on  linseed,  hempseed,  and  rapeseed  oil,  a 
duty  of  twenty-five  cents  a  epdlon."  Mr.  REED,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  including 
olive  oil|  and  making  the  duty  on  all  twenty  cents  a  gal- 
lon. This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  REED, 
HUNTINGTON,  DEARBORN,  and  PENDLETON;  and 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  CRAIG  and  CAMBRELENG. 

Mr.  POLK  remonstrated  against  the  consumption  of 
time,  and  pressed  the  House  to  pass  through  the  amend- 
ments, in  order  to  get  at  the  bill  to  be  proposed  by  Mr. 
BotTLDiir  as  a  substitute. 

The  question  being  taken,  tlie  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Reed  wtis  agreed  to. 

The  question  of  concurring  in  the  amendment,  as  thus 
amended,  was  then  taken,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows:  Yeas  86,  nays  75. 

As  the  subject  of  coffee  would  be  the  next  in  order, 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  moved  a  call  of  the  House.  This 
being  refused, 

Mr.  E.  EVERETT  moved  to  adjourn. 

Vol.  TX.— Ill 


The  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 
Yeas  71,  nays  88. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  for  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
in  order  to  allow  him  an  opportunity  to  move  for  a  recess, 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  coming  up  on  concurring  in  the  next 
amendment  reported  from  me  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
viz.  to  strike  out  the  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound  on 
coffee, 

Mr.  CRAIG  stated  his  reasons  for  supporting  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House;  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  was  called 
accordingly;  182  members  answered  to  their  names,  when 
further  proceedings  on  the  csJl  were  suspended. 

The  question  on  concurrence  was  then  taken,  and  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  navs  as  follows:  Yeas  117,  nays  57*  So 
the  House  concurred. 

The  amendment  striking  out  the  duties  on  teas  was  then 
concurred  in  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows:  Yeas  108, 
nays  63. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Fbisat,  Fxbbuaut  22. 
SILK  CULTURE. 

Mr.  ROOT  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Be»ohedt  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  procure  for  the 
use  of  the  members  2,000  copies  of  the  manual  on  silk, 
published  by  J.  H.  Cobb,  of  Dedham,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  provided  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  one 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  deman4ed  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  be- 
ing taken,  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  61,  nays  74.  So  the 
House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  that  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Massachusetts,  had 
sent  in  a  memorial,  praying  for  encouragement  in  a  ma- 
nufactory of  silk,  which  he  had  established,  and  which,  he 
was  of  opinion,  might  be,  beneficially  for  the  country,  ex- 
tended. His  idea  at  first  was  to  apply  for  a  grant  of  land, 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of 
the  article,  simuAr  to  those  grants  which  had  already  been 
made  for  encouraging  the  growth  of  the  vine  and  of  the 
olive.  He  had  accompanied  his  memorial  with  a  copy  of 
a  book  which  had  been  published  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Government  of  Massachusetts,  which  gave  the  his- 
tory of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  silk,  from  the  in- 
cipient state  of  the  worm,  to  the  manufacture  of  the  arti- 
cle into  handkerchiefs  and  other  articles.  It  also  con- 
tained ample  directions  for  the  culture  of  the  mulberry, 
and  was  illustrated  with  beautiful  plates.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture,  supposing  that  it  might  not  be  useful 
to  appl^  for  a  grant  of  land,  even  if  they  should  succeed 
in  obtaming  it,  thought  it  better  to  confine  the  culture  and 
manufiicture  to  the  lower  part  of  the  country;  but  ther 
deemed  that  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  book 
would  be  highly  useful  to  the  country  at  large;  and  they 
could  not  devise  a  better  mode  of  distributing  it,  than  by 
putting  a  number  of  copies  into  the  hands  of  the  members 
of  Congress,  who  would  judiciously  distribute  it  in  all 
parts  of  the  nation.  Mr.  B.  enlarged  upon  the  value  of 
the  publication,  particularly  to  the  agricultural  interest. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  to  reply,  when 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  rose,  and  announced  to  the  House  the 
decease  of  James  Lkst,  Jr.,  a  member  of  the^House  of 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  New  York .  After  some 
appropriate  remarks,  Mr.  H.  submitted  the  following  re- 
solutions, which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

1.  Heiohedf  That  the  members  of  this  House  will  tes- 
tify their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Jambs  Lzht,  de« 
ceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  New 
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York,  by  wefiring  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  remainder 
of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

2.  Btsolvedt  That  this  House  will  attend  the  funeral  of 
the  late  Jamks  Lcnt  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M. 
and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  order  for,  and 
to  superintend,  the  said  funeral. 

3.  Besohed,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  to 
notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Jambs  Lext,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to- 
morrow, at  eleven  o'clock. 

The  Home  then  adjourned. 

Satubbxt,  Febbuart  23. 

After  attending  the  funeral  of  the  deceased  member, 
Mr.  Leitt,  the  House,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  assembled 
at  two  o'clock;  but  no  quorum  appearing,  a  motion  for 
adjournment  prevailed,  and 

The  House  adjoui-ncd. 

MoKDAT,  Februabt  25. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion reported  from  the  Commitlee  on  Agriculture,  on 
the  22d  instant,  directing  the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  pro- 
cure 2,000  copies  of  the  m&nu&l  on  silk,  published  by  J, 
H.  Cobb,  provided  the  cost  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand 
dollars. 

And  after  debate  thereon,  the  question  was  then  put, 
viz.  Will  the  HouBe'iigfree  to  the  said  resolution?  It  was 
passed  in  the  affirmative:  Teas  80,  nays  75, 

A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States^  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private  Secre- 
tary, as  follows: 

'WjLBnijfQTOjff  February 22,  1833. 

To  the  House  of  Hepresenttrtivee.' 

I  transmit  hesawitl^,  for  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
a  letter  from  Genetstl  Lafayette  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  petition  which  came  enclosed  in  it  of  the  Coun- 
tess d'Ambugeac  and  Madame  de  la  Goree,  granddaugh- 
ters of  Marshal  Count  Rochambeau,  and  original  docu- 
ments in  support  thereof,  praying  compensation  for  ser- 
vices rendered  by  the  Count  to  the  United  States  during 
the  revolutionary  war?  together  with  translations  of  the 
same.  And  I  transmit,  with  the  same  view,  the  petition 
of  Messrs.  de  Fontenille  de  Jcaumont  and  de  Rossignol 
Grandmont,  prap^ing  compensation  for  services  rendered  by 
them  to  the  United  States  in  the  French  army,  and  du- 
ring the  same  war,  with  Q2*iginal  papers  in  support  thereof; 
all  received  through  the  same  channel,  together  with 
translations  of  the  same, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  said  message,  with  the  petitions  and  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
volutionary Claims. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  following  resolution,  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina: 

Resohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  whatever  evi- 
dence he  may  have  received,  that  authorized  the  belief 
that  the  Government  and  people  of  South  Carolina,  or  any 
portion  of  them,  had  at  anytime  meditated  or  intended  to 
seize  the  forts  or  property  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was  desirous  of 
giving  a  brief  explanation  of  the  object  of  the  resolution, 
before  the  question  should  be  put  upon  it.  He  had  not 
introduced  it  with  a  view  of  imputing  blame  to  the  Presi- 
dent, or  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  mode  and  man- 
ner of  the  publication  of  the  orders.  The  publication  had 
been  made  in  obedience  to  a  call  from  the  Senate;  this 


fact  was  borne  upon  the  face  of  the  document.  He  re- 
peated, that  no  blame  was  ascribed  by  him  on  account  of 
the  private  orders  which  had  been  g^ven;but  inasmuch  as 
they  had  been  made  public,  and  as  they  convey  an  impa- 
tation  on  the  State  or  South  Carolina,  he  held  it  to  be  an 
incumbent  duty,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  to  meet  the 
charge  with  a  flat  denial.  The  documents  containing  the 
imputation  were  now  in  the  public  archives;  and  it  was 
therefore  fit  and  proper  that  the  proof  should  be  chal- 
lenged. He  did  not  know  whether  the  House  recollected 
the  precise  language  used  on  the  occasion  in  the  orders 
in  question,  but  it  was  such  language,  he  could  assure 
them,  as  should  not  pass  without  a  denial  from  him.  It  was 
imputed  to  the  Government  and  people  of  South  Carolina, 
that  a  design  existed  on  their  part  of  seizing  the  arsenal, 
the  arms,  the  stores,  the  munitions,  and  the  other  property 
of  the  United  States,  within  the  limits  of  that  State.  The 
last  order  of  the  series  went  even  further,  and  accused 
them  of  intentions  still  worse.  It  was  charged  that  they 
contemplated  crosang  the  boundary  line  which  divides 
them  from  another  State;  of  a  design  to  pass  the  Savan- 
nah river,  and  plunder  the  United  States  arsenal  in  Savan* 
nah  of  its  arms  and  ammunition. 

Mr.  D.  asked  if  it  could  be  expected  of  the  represen- 
tatives from  South  Carolina  to  be  silent  under  such  alle- 
gations. He  called  for  the  proof  in  these  cases,  and  he 
appealed  to  the  justice  of  the  House  to  sustain  him  in  the 
call.  The  President  might  or  might  not  g^ve  the  informa- 
tion required,  or  the  House  might  or  might  not  decide  to 
call  for  it.  He  put  it  to  them,  however,  whether  it  would 
be  proper  or  just  that  such  charges  should  pass  unrefuted; 
and  next,  whether,  when  made,  the  proof  to  substantiate 
them  should  not  be  adduced.  He  denied  the  truth  of 
the  charge,  from  whatever  source  it  had  emanated :  come 
from  the  highest  public,  or  lowest  private  station,  from 
what  quarter  it  might,  he  would  say  in  reply, 

'<  Highland  or  Lowland,  Prince  or  Peer; 
Lord  Angus,  thou  Itast  lied." 

Mr.  WAYNE  thought  there  was  already  sufficient  ex- 
citement in  the  House,  without  this  addition  to  it.     He 
saw  nothing  in  these  orders,  which  differed  from  the  atti- 
tude in  which  South  Carolina  had  placed  herself  by  her 
ordinance,  and  her  subsequent  laws  in  pursuance  of  that 
ordinance.     He  disapproved  of  that  ordinance,  and  of 
those  laws,  but  it  was  not  his  intention  to  debate  that 
question  now:  at  a  proper  time  he  should,  if  necessar}'^^ 
express  his  sentiments  upon  it.    He  asked  whether  it  was 
not  proper,  when  a  whole  community  was  in  a  state  of 
excitement,  for  a  careful  and  prudent  magistrate  to  take 
every  precaution  against  danger.     He  restrained  the  ex- 
pression of  his  feelings  at  present,  and  moved  to  Ifty  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CARSON  hoped  he  would  not  press  the  motion. 
It  would  be  better  to  let  the  resolution  take  its  course. 

Mr.  WAYNE  declined  to  withdraw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  BEARDSLBY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  when  Ibe  motion 
to  lay  on  tlie  table  was  carried:  Yeas  109,  nays  57* 

WATERVLTET  ARSENAL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ord- 
nance and  engineer  appropriation  bill.  The  item  appro- 
priating $9,000  for  the  purchase  of  forty-Jive  acres  of 
land  at  the  arsenal  of  Watervliet,  New  York,  came  up. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  was  against  making  the  appropria- 
tion, unless  he  had  evidence  of  the  necessity  for  the  pur- 
chase, and  of  the  land  being  worth  the  money  which  was 
asked  for  it. 

Mr.  WARD,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  subject  had 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  three  years 
ago,  and  the  committee  was  then  unanimously  in  favor  of 
the  report.     The  then  Secretaiy  of  War,  Mr.  Eaton, 
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was  then  at  the  place,  and  recommended  Ita  purchase. 
The  measure  had  had  the  sanction  of  two  Secretaries  of 
War,  and  of  two  Committees  on  Military  Affairs.  They 
had  recommended  it  in  good  faith,  and  were  deserving  of 
the  confidence  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  wished  to  know  of  what  description 
the  land  was. 

Mr.  WARD  replied  that  it  was  as  fertile  as  any  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and,  being  situate  near  the  city,  was 
highly  valuable. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE  had  no  doubt,  then,  that  it  might  be 
found  very  convenient  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
public  store,  to  have  the  occupancy  of  a  farm  of  forty- 
five  acres,  but  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  so  large  a 
piece  of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  storing  the  public 
arms.  There  were  other  arsenals  in  the  occupation  of 
the  Government:  there  was  one  at  the  city  of  Wastungton, 
which  would  contun  more  arms  than  the  Government 
was  likely  ever  to  have  occasion  for.  The  land  might  be 
found  to  be  convenient  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  ar- 
senft],  no  doubt;  and  it  might  also  be  advantageous  to  the 
holder  to  find  a  good  purchaser.  It  was  sometimes  found 
to  be  more  convenient  to  sell  to  the  Government  than  to 
individual  purchasers. 

Mr.  WARD  repeated  that  the  additional  purchase  had 
been  called  for  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  not  by  any  re- 
port, but  from  his  own  personal  observation  of  the  land. 
He  stated  that  it  was  advantageously  situated  as  a  deposi- 
tory  of  arms,  for  the  convenient  supply  of  the  western 
part  of  New  York,  and  the  Eastern  States.  If  not  pur- 
chased now,  the  land  might,  at  a  future  time,  cost  more 
money. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York,  followed  on  the  same 
side,  and  described  the  localities  of  the  place. 

Bft.  DEARBORN  said  that,  besides  being  a  depot  of 
«rnis,  it  was  a  large  manufactoiy  of  muskets,  powder,  and 
other  munitions  of  war,  and  observed  that  the  sheds  and 
workshops  required  much  space.  Besides,  a  village  was 
growifiglip  about  it,  which  in  a  few  years  would  become 
a  flourishing  town,  and  enhance  the  value  of  the  land. 
He,  therefore,  thought  the  purchase  ought  to  be  made 
promptly. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  was  prepared  to  give  his  vote  for 
the  bill  if  he  saw  good  reason  for  it.  But,  according  to 
a  map  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  Government  held  about 
a  hundred  acres  there  already,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  the  necessity  of  a  further  purchase. 

'  Mr.  BELL  here  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and 
«iU  other  bills  before  the  Speaker,  in  order  to  dispose  of 
the  revenue  collection  bill  from  the  Senate. 

-Mr.  LEWIS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered  and  taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  95, 
nays  7S, 

6o  the  bills  were  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  hour  of  one  having  arrived, 
]^.  WICKLIFFE  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  (which  is  the  tariff  bill.) 

Mr.  BELL  hoped  the  House  would  not  do  so  until  it 
had  first  disposed  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 
Mr.  BOULDIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  that  if  the  House  proceeded  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  he  hoped  they  would  dispose  of  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  before  it,  when  he  should  offer 
another  bill  to  reduce  the  tariff,  such  as  he  hoped  would 
unite  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

'  Mr.  BOULDIN  withdrew  his  motion  for  a  call.  . 
-  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  then  said  that,  as  Mr.  Beli  opposed 
the  execution  of  th^  special  order,  he  would  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  his  motion  to  execute  it.  They  wero 
ordeVed  by  thIS  House,  and  being  tiiken,  stood  as  follows: 
Yeas  80,  nays  106. 

So  the  House  refused  to  proceed  to  the  order  of  the 
day. 


Mr.  VANCE  moved  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  take  up  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  disposing  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  for  a  limited  time. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  such  a  motion  could  not  be 
made  until  the  House  had  reached  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  VANCE  took  an  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  explained  his  decision,  and  Mr. 
VANCE  the  grounds  of  his  appeaL 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  then  suggested  that  the  vote  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  refusing  to  execute  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  was  insufficient  to  prevent  the  taking  up  of  that 
order;  inasmuch  as  the  rule  to  go  into  the  special  order 
every  day  at  one  o'clock,  had  been  passed  by  two-thirds, 
it  would  require  two-thirds  to  prevent  it. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  Was  too  late  to  make  this  ques- 
tion now,  as  other  business  waslaefore  the  House. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  he  should  insist  on  the  same  ground, 
and  would  take  an  appeal. 

The  CHAIR  said  there  was  alrei(dy  an  appeal  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  VANCE,  in  order  to  hiive  the  question  tried,  with- 
drew his  appeal. 

Mr.  DANIEL  then  appealed,  and  insisted  that  the  spe- 
cial order  should  be  executed. 

The  question  of  order  was  argued  by  Messrs.  WICK- 
LIFFE, CARSON,  TAYLOR,  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia, 
DANIEL,  SUTHERLAND,  and  DEARBORN;  after 
which, 

Mr.  DANIEL  withdrew  hit  fippeal. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders 
of  the  day  which  precede  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on 
disposing  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  CARSON  mqulred  whether  the  tariff  bill  was  in- 
cluded in  the  orders. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  CARSON  appealed  from  this  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  said  no  appeal  could  lie,  as  the  motion 
was  to  postpone  all  the  orders,  whatever  they  might  be. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  inquired  whether  two-thirds  were  ne- 
cessary to  postpone  all  the  orders. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  moved  the  postponement  of  each 
particular  bill  as  they  were  announced  in  succesaon. 

REVENUE  COLLECTION  BILL. 

The  House  at  length  arrived  at  the  Senate's  bill  fur- 
ther to  enforce  the  collection  of  th^  revenue. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  that  it  now  have  its  second 
reading. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOON  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion. 
They  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  Yeas 
58,  nays  1S5. 

The  bill  then  had  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  CARSON  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  He  made  tliis 
motion,  because  he  thought  that  oa  a  question  of  so  much 
importance  the  fullest  and  freest  discussion  ought  to  be 
allowed.  The  present  measure  was  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter to  one  already  reported  upon  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  that  House,  and  which  had  been  consigned  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 
consistency,  therefore,  demanded  that  the  bill  before  them 
should  be  referred  to  the  same  committee.  If  it  went  at 
once  to  the  House,  the  previous  question  might  be  called 
and  all  deliberation  out  off.  Mr.  C  concluded  by  depre- 
cating the  present  bill  as  of  a  more  despotic  character 
than  the  alien  and  sedition  law. 

Mr.  STANBERY  inquired  if  it  was  not  necessary  that 
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the  present  bill  should  go  to  a  committee,  inasmuch  as  a 
tax  for  military  purposes  would  be  necessary  to  carry  its 
provisions  into  execution. 

The  CHAIR  gave  its  opinion  that  the  present  was  not  a 
bill  of  such  a  character. 

Mr.  TVrCKLIFFE  asked  the  reading  of  a  decision  of 
the  Chair  upon  this  subject  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  decision  referred  to  was  not  read,  not  being  in  the 
possession  of  the  Clerk  or  the  House. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  had  never  understood  until 
that  day  that  it  was  the  determination  of  the  friends  of  the 
administration  to  pass  this  bill  in  preference  to  one,  the 
purpose  of  which  was  to  give  peace  to  the  country;  the 
votes  of  that  day  had  shown  this  to  be  their  determina- 
tion. Mr.  W.  concluded  by  expressing  his  opinion  that, 
as  far  as  regarded  the  point  of  order,  the  bill  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  BELL  did  not  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
gentlemen  to  cut  off  discusnon  on  this  subject  by  the 
previous  question.  The  justice  of  the  House,  and  the 
responsibility  of  its  members  to  the  justice  of  the  country, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  secure  to  it  a  full  and  fair  discus- 
sion. With  regard  to  the  bill  itself,  he  did  not  think  it 
fraught  with  the  mischief  which  some  gentlemen  appre- 
hended; he  thought  it  comparatively  peaceable  in  its  na- 
ture, and  calculated  to  prevent  bloodshed.  It  must  be 
evident  that  to  do  any  thing  interfering  with  an  immediate 
action  on  the  bill,  was,  at  the  present  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, practically  to  defeat  It.  They  might  pass  the  pre- 
sent bill,  and  would  still  have  an  opportunity  to  act  on 
any  other  measure  relative  to  the  tariflT.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  to  make  it  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FOSTER  contended  for  the  committal  of  the  bill 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
It  was  obvious  that  the  same  reasons  prevailed  here  as  in 
the  case  of  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  It 
was  evident  that  those  who  opposed  this  reference,  had 
the  power  in  their  hands  to  stop  any  debate  on  it  when 
they  pleased;  he  hoped  that,  with  this  consciousness  of 
their  own  strength,  they  would  have  the  courtesy  to  let 
the  bill  take  the  course  which  had  been  given  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  the  proposition  to  grant  relief  by 
modifying  the  tariff,  after  the  passage  of  a  bill  like  the 
present,  reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  of  the  celebrated 
Fox,  who  had  proposed  to  postpone  the  settlement  of  an 
account  with  one  of  his  importunate  creditors  until  the 
day  after  the  day  of  judgment.  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  re- 
present the  sympathy  which  would  be  felt  by  other  States 
with  South  Carolina,  should  the  present  bill  pass.  If 
they  would  pass  a  measure  of  reconciliation,  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  the  present  or  any  other  measure  of 
enforcement.  Mr.  C.  concluded  his  remarks  by  depre- 
cating the  employment  of  force  against  South  Carolina. 
^  Mr.  GORDON  followed  at  some  length  on  the  same 
side. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  was  opposed  to  the  motion  to  make 
the  bill  the  special  order  for  to-morrow,  and  should  pre- 
fer its  postponement  until  Thursday.  The  administration 
was  in  a  singular  position,  indeed,  when  it  preferred  a 
measure  of  war  to  one  of  peace. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  also  was  in  favor  of  tlie  post- 
ponement until  Thursday,  although  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  commitment  of  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  account  of  the  shortness  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  advocated  the  proposition  to  make  the 
bill  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  at  some  length,  discussed  the  nature  of 
the  bill,  and  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment until  Thursday.     He  should  vote  for  the  longest 


day,  for  the  time  would  be  so  much  gained  for  the  cause 
of  liberty,  which  would  be  destroyed  by  the  passage  of 
this  biU. 

Mr.  WATNE  wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  when 
gentlemen  designated  the  bill  as  one  which  was  calculated 
to  dissolve  the  Union,  as  a  bloody  bill,  and  so  on,  they 
misrepresented  it  grossly.  He  had  hoped  that  something 
would  have  been  done  to  compose  the  country;  and  pro- 
bably his  hopes  would  have  been  verified,  if  the  action  of 
the  House  had  not  been  delayed  by  the  death  of  a  mem- 
ber. Why,  he  asked,  should  that  important  measure  be 
now  set  aside,  and  another  substitutea?  But  it  seemed  as 
if  it  was  not  intended  that  the  tariff  bill  should  pass.  The 
time  had  now  arrived  when  men  ought  to  act  together  for 
one  common  object— to  have  the  tariff  reducea,  and  the 
country  pacified.  He  knew  such  a  disposition  to  exist  on 
the  part  of  a  sufficient  number  of  members,  although 
others  would  not  suffer  the  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  asked,  did  the  gentleman  allude  to 
any  particular  portion  of  the  House  who  would  not  sufier 
the  tariff  bill  to  pass? 

Mr.  WAYNE  said  his  object  was  to  show  how  imma- 
terial it  was  which  took  precedence.  When  gentlemen 
alluded  to  a  particular  State,  and  that  his  neighboring 
State,  which  he  could  see  from  his  own  window,  as  tiie 
place  where  that  bill  was  particularly  intended  to  operate, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  endeavor  to  prevent  its  passage. 
And  when  he  saw  that  bill  placing  extensive  military 
power  in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  he  began  to  think 
that  he  was  living  under  new  laws.  He  then  read  a 
communication  from  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  and  Co., 
bankers,  London,  wluch  stated  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  disagreement  of  the  country,  the  faith  in  American 
securities  was  much  shaken,  but  somewhat  restored  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  President.  The  character  of  the 
country  for  responsibility,  he  said,  required  pacific  me** 
Bures,  and  that  Congress  should  be  strong  enough  to 
maintain  them. 

Mr.  WARREN  R.  DAVIS  said  the  House  would  do 
him  the  justice,  and  those  with  whom  he  acted,  to  own 
that  they  were  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  snail-pace  of 
the  tariff*  bill;  they  had  not  impeded  it  by  the  mvolous 
amendments  alluded  to,  or  by  propositions  of  any  sort. 
They  acquiesced  in,  and  followed  the  sugg^tlona  of 
friends  on  ^is  floor,  and  remained  silent  on  this  deeply 
interesting  subject,  lest  to  their  participation  in  the  debate 
should  be  attributed  whatever  of  a  dilatory  or  stom^  cha- 
racter it  might  assume.    You  have  all  witnessed,  he  said, 
that  we  submitted  in  silence  to  the  reading  and  discussioiw 
of  public  documents,  contuning  false,  malicious,  and  de* 
famatory  libels  on  the  State  and  people  of  South  Carolina; 
to  language  of  contumely  and  reproach  upon  our  pubUc 
functionaries,  (friends  whom  we  dearly  love,)  that  shot 
like  fiery  arrows  through  our  veins.     Yet  we  were  dumb. 
Still  more,  sir,  the  bitter  cup  was  not  yet  full — it  might 
not  even  thus  pass.    We  felt  it  our  duty  to  let  the  sacri- 
fice be  complete.     We  remained  in  our  places,  we  kept 
our  seats,  and  bore  the  torture.     You  all  knew,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  that  such  would  be  our  ccnirse; 
yet  we  were  baited  at  the  start.    What  friendly  voice  of 
truth  or  justice  was  heard  in  our  vindication  during  those 
hours,   days,  weeks,  of  burning  agony?    What  did  we 
iiear  from  those  who  ought  to  have  defended  us?    Why, 
that  South  Carolina  was  precipitate  l^After  ten  years  of 
petition,  prayer,  and  suffering;  after  witnessing  all  our 
Southiern  sister  States  taken  up  last  summer  with  the  pre- 
sidential election,  as  if  the  shict  of  Nessius  were  not  upon 
their  backs.     Precipitate!  away  with  such  stuff  and  non- 
sense.    And  what,  sir,  do  we  now  see?    The  tariflf  ques- 
tion, that  has  been  creeping,  loitering,  drivelling,  drag- 
ging itself  through  six  weeks  of  the  session;  tlie  very  bill 
We  were  desirous  to  abstain  from  discussing,  lest  we  mig-ht 
shake  too  rudely  the  leases  of  its  oIitc  branch — a  bill  en- 
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UUed»  by  all  parliamentary  right  and  aaage,  to  precedence* 
is  to  be  shoved  aside,  and  this  firebrand  to  be  flung  before 
it.  Why?  Because,  forsooth,  the  President  wills  it! 
And  b^  whom  is  the  attempt  made  to  substitute  this 
sword  m  the  place  of  the  olive  branch?  By  the  organs 
and  fast  friends  of  the  President  on  this  floor.  Can  I  be 
mistaken?  That  I  may  not  be,  I  denre  now  to  ask  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Ju^dary  Committee,  (if  he  be 
in  the  House,)  I  do  not  see  him  in  his  seat — [Here  Mr. 
Bau:.  rose  from  a  different  part  of  the  House,]  to  ask,  and 
the  terms  of  former  kindness  between  us  entitle  me  to  a 
candid  answer,  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  party 
with  which  he  acts,  to  give  precedence  and  preference  to 
the  bill  for  collecting  revenue. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  would  answer  the 
question  in  the  same  spirit  of  candor  in  which  it  was  ask- 
ed: it  was  desired  to  have  this  measure  passed  as  soon  as 
practicable,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  give  it  precedence. 
He  exonerated  the  delegation  of  South  Carolina  from  all 
responsibility  for  the  delay  of  the  tariff  bill,  and  approved 
their  course  on  the  occasion. 

Then,  said  Mr.  DAVIS,  we  understand  it  now.  The 
President  is  impatient  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  South 
Carolina.  Be  it  so.  Pass  your  measure,  sir;  unchain  your 
tiger;  let  loose  your  war  dogs  as  soon  as  you  please.  I 
know  the  people  you  desire  to  war  on.  They  await  you 
with  unflinching,  unshrinking,  unblanching  firmness.  I 
know  full  well  the  State  you  strike  at.  She  is  deeplv 
enshrined  in  as  warm  affections,  brave  hearts,  and  high 
minds,  as  ever  formed  a  living  rampart  for  public  liberty. 
They  will  receive  this  bill,  sb,  whether  you  pass  the 
other  or  not,  with  scorn  and  indignation,  and  detestation. 
They  never  will  submit  to  it  They  will  see  in  it  the  iron 
crown  of  Charlemagne  placed  upon  the  head  of  your 
Executive;  they  will  see  in  it  the  scene  upon  the"  Luper- 
cal,  vamped  up  and  newly  varnished;  they  will  see  in  its  hi- 
deous features  of  pains  and  penalties  a  declaration  of  war 
in  all  but  its  form;  thev  cannot  (for  they  are  the  best  in- 
formed |}eople  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  or  that  ever  have 
been  on  it,  on  the  g^eat  principles  of  civil  and  political 
liberty)  but  see  in  it  the  utter  prostration  and  demolition  of 
State  rights.  State  constitutions,  ay,  and  of  the  federal 
constitution  too.  But,  say  gentlemen,  and  I  am  surprised 
at  their  blindness  and  hardihood,  it  is  all  a  mistake;  it  is  a 
mere  bill  for  collecting  the  revenue-intended  for  the 
preservation  of  peace,  and  to  prevent  civil  war.  Civil 
war  with  whom?  Sir,  all  ustirpations  are  attempted  on 
such  mild,  lovely,  and  benevolent  pretei^ts  as  these. 
Peace,  is  it?  Shame,  sliame!  You  pour  fire  and  brim- 
stone on  our  heads,  and  bid  us,  in  the  lang^ag^  of  a  de- 
parted friend,  **  Be  quiet;  it  is  Macassar  oil— myrrh — 
frankincense!"  You  tell  us,  with  this  bill  of  pains  and 
penalties,  of  army,  and  navy,  and  militia  in  your  fist,  that 
it  is  a  mere  matter  of  revenue  collection;  a  very  quiet, 

Eeaceable  affair.  You  collect  taxes  at  the  point  of  the 
ayonet,  and  call  it  civil  process! 
I  have  intimated,  and  I  repeat,  that  I  will  not  oppose 
the  taking  up  this  bill  by  any  indirect  means;  I  am  ready 
to  meet  and  expose  its  deformity^  I  only  ask  that  you  will 
not  gag  us  with  your  previous  question.  Vouchsafe  me 
that«  you  may  go  your  ways;  but  that  you  can  apply 
the  gag,  is  but  too  manifest,  since  the  cordial  junction  pro 
tanto  of  two  hostile  parties;  the  one  opposed  to  the  Pre- 
sident, and  who  declares  that  he  is  not  worthy  of  his  of- 
fice,  or  of  the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  country;  and 
another  that  seems  willing  to  grant  him  any  thing  he  asks. 
I  heard  a  gentleman  somewhere  near  me  say  that  the 
whole  question  is  one  of  dollars  and  cents.  To  be  sure, 
it  is  the  very  gist  and  marrow  of  it;  if  it  were  not  that 
there  were  such  things  as  Southern  dollars  and  cents,  we 
would  never  have  heard  the  question  made;  the  nefari- 
ous system  would  never  have  grown  up.  All  govern- 
neatal  oppressions,  exactions,  and  tyranny  throughout 


the  world,  and  through  all  time,  have  been  perpetrated 
for  the  dollars  and  the  cents  of  honest  people,  earned  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them 
to  the  powerfid  or  roguish,  who  did  not  earn  them.  If» 
however,  it  is  meant  to  say  that  South  Carolina  makes  a 
question  of  the  mere  amount,  the  more  or  less,  to  foe  con- 
tributed for  the  support  of  the  Government,  the  short  an- 
swer is,  it  is  not  true.  What  does  her  bright  and  glori- 
ous history  tell  you?  To  coin  her  heart  for  money;  t* 
drop  her  blood  for  drachms!  Her  objection  is  to  your 
taking  her  dollars  and  cents,  not  for  the  support  of  the 
Government  she  jointly  made  with  her  sister  States,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  them  in  your  pockets,  or  of 
the  people  or  States  you  represent.  The  amount  even 
then,  she  might  have  borne  as  a  temporary  injustice^  had 
you  not  declared  it  a  perpetuity.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  TMr.  Watfx]  has  informed  ua  that  this  bill  will 
be  harmless,  as  a  tariff  project,  not  yet  submitted,  will 
certainly  be  adopted,  that  is  better  than  either  yet  pro- 
posed. I  am  delighted  to  hear  it;  but  why,  in  the  aanw 
of  liberty,  is  it  not  offered  to  us  instead  of  this  outrage  om 
the  constitution?  Why  arm  the  President  with  powers  sp 
dangerous  to  peace  and  freedom;  and  in  the  fiice  of  a 
recorded  refusal  by  your  predecessors  to  give  the  pacific 
civilian,  the  mild,  virtuous,  humane  Jefferson,  the  much 
lesser  power  of  suspending  the  habeas  corpus  act?  Is  this 
thing  ss  coveted  b^,  and  gratifying  to  the  President?  Is 
this  bloody  bill,  this  Boston  port  bill,  so  delightful  to  him 
that  it  is  to  be  preferred  to  that  which  is  said  to  be  paci- 
ficatory? Why,  sir,  if  he  must  be  gratified— must  be 
amused  and  pleasurably  employed,  buy  him  a  tee-to-tum, 
or  some  other  harmless  toy,  but  do  not  give  him  the  purse 
and  sword  of  the  nation,  the  army  and  navy,  and  whcrfe 
military  power  of  the  country,  as  peaceful  playthings  to 
be  used  at  his  discretion.  If,  however,  this  bill  roust 
pass;  if  there  be  no  substitute  so  palatable  as  blood»  I 
withdraw  my  opposition  to  its  being  taken  up,  and  only 
ask  the  privUegs  of  exposing  its  details;  although  I  cleariy 
see  that  the  interested  passions  on  one  side,  and  a  supple 
subserviencv  on  another,  will  ensure  its  passage  by  a  very 
large  majority.  In  what  I  have  said,  no  individual  allu- 
sion was  pretended:  I  fired  at  the  flock.  My  allusion 
was  to  a  state  of  things  as  notorious  as  noonday.  Ouic 
situation  is  peculiar,  and  some  allowances  should  be  made. 
Our  representatives  on  this  floor  are  small  in  number. 
Our  people  love  honor  as  they  do  liberty:  both  have  been 
assailed.  We  value  highly  the  opinion  of  the  wiss  and 
good;  many,  very  many  of  whom  we  recogpiise  in.the  ranks 
of  our  adversaries.  It  is  when  they  show  a  disbelief  or 
suspicion  of  the  integrity  of  our  purposes^  or  purity  of 
o^r  motives,  that  we  feel  the  iron  enter  our  hearts. 

One  word,  sir,  to  the  gentleman  over  the  way — entirely 
over  the  way — who  says  this  bill  is  necessary,  becaiise 
South  Carolina  has  not  yet  repealed  her  ordinance.  *'  Has 
not  yet,"  I  presume^  means,  notwithstanding  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation.  Sir,  South  Carolina  lias  received 
the  insolent  mandate  of  the  President,  commanding  her 
to  retrace  her  steps,  tear  from  her  archives  one  of  the 
brightest  pages  t)f  her  glory,  and  alter  the  fimdtfmental 
principles  of  her  constitution;  and  she  sends  him  back  for 
answer  (through  her  humble  representatives)  the  message 
sent  from  Utica  to  Caesar— 

**  Bid  him  distkand  his  legions; 
•   "  Rttstore  Uie  comroonwealUi  to  libcrtj; 
*^SuWmit  his  aettons  to  the  public  censure, 
<*  Abide  ttie  judfl^meot  of  a  Roman  Senate, 
<^  And  strive  to  gein  the  4»ardou  of  tliiD  people." 

That,  sir,  is  her  answer. 

Mr.  MARDIS  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  proposition, 
but  to  express  his  regret  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  those  who  acted  with  him,  had  felt  themselves 
called  upon  to  pursue  the  course  which  they  had  been 
pursuing,  whilst  they  held  feeling^  similar  to  his.  They 
had  declared  the  tariff  bill  to  be  most  important^  anl  it 
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W&s  strange  that  they  should  give  another  bill  to  saper- 
aede  it.  If  gentlemen  wished  to  express  an  opinion  on 
tbe  measures  xyf  the  bill,  they  should  do  it  in  a  way  to 
•onciUate.  Then  why  not  postpone  the  consideration  till 
Thursday,  and  then  take  it  up  >  It  was  said  that,  if  the 
bill  should  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  all  hopes  of  passing 
tb6  tariff  bill  would  be  lost.  Might  it  not  yet,  by  perse- 
verance, be  turned  to  advantage?  If  any  proposition  was 
Hkely  to  be  brought  forward  which  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  House  and  the  Senate,  why  not  go  on?  If  the  ta- 
vilF  bill  was  postponed,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for 
^e  other;  but  if  you  pass  that  without  the  measure  of 
peace,  let  gentlemen  reflect  upon  it!  The  people  of 
South  Carolina  were  not  opposed  to  the  Union,  but  they 
were  opposed  to  the  tariff;  and  if  they  were  driven  from 
flseasures  wbich  were  constitutional,  they  had  but  one 
measure  to  take,  And  they  would  take  it.  If  gentlemen 
supposed  that  piissing  that  bill  without  the  pacific  mea- 
sure of  the  tariff  would  not  have  that  effect,  they  deceiv- 
ed tlicmselvcs.  The  bill,  he  said,  had  a  wrong  title;  it 
•ught  to  be  called  a  bill  to  dissolve  the  Union. 

Mr.  CM>ULTER  had  given  his  vote  under  the  impres- 
sion tliat  the  little  time  that  remained  of  the  present  ses- 
sion would  be  peqaisite  for  its  discussion;  but  as  he  now 
utvler^tood  that  in  some  other  place  a  measure  had  been 
matured^  and  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  House  to 
support  it,  be  would  now  vote  to  postpone  the  coiwdera- 
tion  of  tbe  other  bill  till  Thursday.  To  gain  the  consent 
of  the  people,  ougtit  to  be  the  first  resort  of  any  Govern- 
ment, and  particularly  a  Government  like  ours,  which 
originated  from,  and  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
He  would  quell  discontent  by  coercion,  indeed,  but  it 
«Kou1d  be  the  coercion  of  kindness.  He  would  soothe 
the  people  of  South  Carolina.  Some  gentlemen  were  of 
opiDion  that  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  South  Carolina 
would  be  compromitting  the  national  honor.  Wlien  op- 
pO0ed»  to  a  foreign  foe,  it  was  glorious  to  conquer  with 
tfa€ sword;  but  when  we  contended  with  our  friends,  tlien 
it«wdfi  glorious  to  talk  of  peace.  Was  there  not  some  dan- 
ger in  offering  to  South  Carolina  the  olive  branch  and  tlie 
bayonet  at  once?  Let  it  be  remembered,  s^d  he,  that 
out  countrymen  are  freemen,  and  have  the  spirit  of  free- 
jnon,  and  when  yon  offer  them  the  cup  of  peace,  do  not 
rotnglc  !f  with  gunpowder.  In  tlie  hope  that  that  bill 
would  irass  that  ought  to  pass,  he  would  vote  fur  a  delay 
tiU  Thursday,  and,  in  tlio  intervening  time,  when  it  was 
recoUected  th^^t  the  happiness  of  tlie  country  and  the 
Uaion  was  at  stake,  much  might  be  done. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Soifth  Carolina,  was  astonished  that  if 
g^irtlemcn  wished  to  discuss  the  bill,  they  should  wish 
to  put  it  off  till  ^ursdaf , 

•  Mr.  Mo]&UFFIE  rose  to  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  tlie 
House  whether  the  present  discussion  coulcf  possibly  bt; 
attended  with  any  good  results.  Gentlemen  who  might 
be  anxious  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill  from  the  Se- 
nate lAust  be  aware  that  every  hour  that  was  occupied  in 
tl^  preliminary  debate  limited  the  time  which  would  ena- 
bfe  Ihem  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  it.  The  same 
was  thft  case  with  those  who  wished  the  tariff  bill  to  be 
takeu  up,  and  he  therefore  hoped  that  no  more  would  be 
said  upon  eitbtr^  until  the  merits  of  the  case-should  fairly 
and  ^Uy  come  before  the  House. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  WICKLIPFE, 
Mr.  WAYNE,  Mr.CAMBKELBNG,  and  Mr.  BELL,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  till 
Thursday,  and  negatived:  Yeas  77 ^  iiayj  1D8. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Maine,  moved  that  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  be  postponed  till  Wednesday. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  was  in  favor  of  tbe  motion  to  make 
the  bill  th6  special  order  for  to-morrow.  It  would  be 
even  then  in  the  power  of  flte  I}ou8e  to  taka  up  the  tarifT 
bill,  if  a  majority  of  the  House  should  be  in  favor  of  do- 
ing so. 


Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  that  those  gentlemen  who  were 
opposed  to  the  tariff  bill  were  perfectly  consistent  in  the 
course  which  they  were  taking  to  defeat  that  bill  altoge- 
ther. When  the  present  question  was  disposed  of,  he 
intended  to  propose  to  take  up  the  tariff  bill  to-night; 
and  if  the  House  were  disposed  to  act  upon  it,  much 
might  be  done  towards  introducing  and  acting  upon  one 
or  other  of  those  specific  bills  which  were  intended  to 
supersede  the  tariff  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  by  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BliAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  whicli  were  ordered  and  taken,  when  the  motion 
was  negatived:  Yeas  84,  nays  99. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  make  it  the 
special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  move  an  amend- 
ment that  it  be  made  the  first  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

This  being  declared  not  to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  making  it  the  special  order 
for  to-morrow,  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  then  moved  that  the  House  take  up 
the  special  order,  (which  was  the  tariff  bill.) 

The  motion  was  agpreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays,  115  to  S7* 

Tbe  House  then  took  up 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  LETCHER  imn^ediately  rose,  and  moved  to  strike 
out  all  the  bill  after  tbe  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  an- 
other bill  in  lieu  thereof,  [the  bill  introduced  in  tbe  Se- 
nate by  Mr.  Clay.] 

This  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  LETCHER  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  instructions  to  report  bis 
bill  to  the  House. 

The  bill  and  instructions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  Mr.  ARNOLD,  and  Mr.  DAVIS,  oi 
Massachusetts,  rose  together  to  ask  for  tlie  yeas  and  na)'s, 
which  were  ordered  and  taken;  when  the  motion  was 
agreed  to;  Yeas  96,  nays  54. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  then  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  WiCKtirr*  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  LETCHER  moved  that  the  instructions  of  the  com- 
mittee be  complied  with,  by  adopting  the  bill  he  had  offered. 

The  motion  was  ag^-eed  to  forthwith,  the  bill  was  read, 
and' the  committee  rose,  and  reported  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FOSTER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  by  striking  from 
the  third  section  the  following  words:  ''And  from  and 
after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  the  duties  required  to  be 
paid  by  law  on  goods^  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be 
assessed  upon  the  value  thereof^  at  the  poii  where  the 
same  shall  be  entered^  under  such  regulations  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law." 

Mr.  F.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  House  but 
a  moment  in  explaining  the  reasons  of  his  proposed  amend- 
ment, nor  did  fae'wtsh  to  embarrass  the  eflint  which  was 
making  to  adjust  the  g^eat  question  which  had  not  only 
so  long  divided  our  councils,  but  distracted  our  country. 
On  the  contrary,  he  would  cheerfully  con^'ibute  his  fee- 
ble aid  to  the  success  of  an  obje<$t  so  desirable  and  im- 
portant.    But  he  found,  in  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee, a  clause  which,  from  the  slight  view  he  had  been 
able  to  take  of  it,  seemed  to  conflict  with  a  prQvision  in 
the  constitution  Tamiliar  to  every  one,  that  <*all  duties 
shall  be  uniform."    NoWj  said  Mr.  F.,   we  have  a  sca- 
•oftst-«xtending  from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  witli  numerous 
ports  of  entry.'    At  each  of  these  ports  you  have  your 
appraisers  to  assess  the  valu»  of  the  goods  imposed;  and 
on  this  assessment  you  propose  to  calculate  the  duties. 
Can  it  be  presumed  that  these  appraisers  will  all  affix  tKe 
same  value  on  articles  of  the  same  quality?    And  if  this  is 
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not  done,  if  the  appraisements  vary,  will  not  the  duties  harmony,  of  conciliation;  a  measure  to  heal  disafiectioiv 
necessai'ily  vary  also?  How  is  it  possible  for  the  uniform-  and  to  save  the  Union.  Sir,  I  am  aware'  of  the  imposing 
ity  required  by  the  constitution  to  be  preserved,  if  this     '"•"•'        • '      '  -•■'  •        .    i      ., 

regulation  is  adopted?     Having^  suggested  the  difficulty, 
Mr.  F.  proposed  to  obviate  it  by  the 


amendment  which 
he  had  offered,  and  was  content  to  submit  it  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  House. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  the  objection  of  his  friend 
against  the  particular  clause  was  a  constitutional  one,  aris- 
ing from  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  duties  in  different 
ports.  For  example,  an  article  might  be  purchased  in 
Paris,  and  another  of  the  same  description  in  Manchester. 
They  would  bear  different  prices  where  purchased,  but 
be  of  the  same  value  here,  and  the  difficulty  would  be  to 
ascertain  the  duties  chargeable  on  each  article.  His  [Mr. 
Foster's]  object  was  to  make  the  duties  equal  in  every 
port. 

Mr.  Fostek's  motion  was  negatived;  and^the  question 
being  stated  on  engrossing  the  new  bill, 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  said  he  was 
g^atly  surprised  at  the  sudden  movement  made  in  this 
House.  One  short  hour  ago,  said  he,  we  were  collecting 
our  papers,  and  putting  on  our  outside  garments  to  go 
home,  when  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  rose,  and  pro- 
posed  to  send  this  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  strike  it  all 
out,  and  insert,  by  way  of  amendment,  an  entire  new  bill, 
'  formed  upon  entirely  different  principles;  yes,  to  insert, 
I  believe,  the  bill  which  the  Senate  now  have  under  con- 
sideration. This  motion  was  carried;  the  business  has 
passed  through  the  hands  of  the  committee,  is  now  in  the 
House,  and  there  is  a  cry  of  question,  question,  around 
me,  upon  the  engrossment  of  the  bill.  Who  that  was  not 
ft  party  to  this  arrangement,  eould  one  hour  ago  have 
credited  this?  We  have,  I  believe,  been  laboriously  en- 
f^ged  for  eight  weeks  upon  this  topic,  discussing  and 
amending  the  bill  which  has  been  before  the  House.  Such 
obstacles  and  difficulties  have  been  met  at  every  move, 
that,  I  believe,  very  little  hope  has  of  late  been  entertain- 
ed of  the  passage  of  any  bill.  But  a  gleam  of  light  has 
suddenly  burst  upon  us;  those  that  groped  in  the  dark 
seemed  suddenly  to  see  their  course;  those  that  halted, 
doubted,  hesitated,  are  in  a  moment  made  firm;  and  even 
some  of  those  that  have  made  an  immediate  abandonment 
of  the  protective  system  a  iine  qua  non  of  their  approba- 
tion of  any  legislation,  seem  almost  to  favor  this  measure. 
I  am  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  gentlemen  have  sprung 
the  proposition  upon  us  at  a  moment  when  I  did  not  ex- 
p  ect  it.  And  as  the  measure  is  one  of  g^eat  interest  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  I  must,  even  at  this  late 
hour,  when  I  know  the  House  is  both  hungry  and  impa- 
tient, and  when  I  perceive  distinctly  it  is  their  pleasure  to 
vote  rather  than  debate,  beg  their  indulgence  for  a 'few 
minutes  wliile  I  state  some  of  the  reasons  which  impose  on 
me  the  duty  of  opposing  the  passage  of  this  act.  [Cries 
fVom  different  parts  oi  the  House,  <'  go  on^  go  on,  we 
^rill  hear."^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  approve  of  hasty  legislation  un- 
der uny  circumstances,  but  it  is  especially  to  be  deprecat: 


effect  of  these  bland  titles;  men  love  to  be  thought  gene* 
rous,  noble,  magnanimous;  but  they  ought  to  be  equally 
anxious  to  acquire  the  reputation  of  being  just.^  White 
they  are  anxious  to  compose  difficulties  in  one  direction, 
X  entreat  them  not  to  oppress  and  wrong  the  people  in 
another.  In  their  efforts  to  save  the  Union,  I  hope  their 
zeal  will  not  go  so  far  as  to  create  stronger  and  better 
founded  discontents  than  those  they  compose.  Peace« 
makers,  mediators,  men  who  allay  excitements,  and  tran- 
quillize public  feeling,  should,  above  all  considerations, 
stud^  to  do  it  by  means  not  oflTensive  to  the  contending 
parties,  by  means  which  will  not  inflict  a  deeper  wound 
than  the  one  which  is  healed.  Sir,  what  is  demanded  by 
those  that  threaten  the  integrity  of  the  Union?  An  aban- 
donment of  the  American  system;  a  formal  renunciation 
of  the  right  to  protect  American  industry.  This  is  the 
language  of  the  nullification  conventiofi;  they  declare  they 
regard  the  abandonment  of  the  principle  asi  vastly  moi« 
important  than  any  other  matter;  tliey  look  to  tiiat,  and  not 
to  an  abatement  of  duties  without  it;  and  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Davis,}  with  his  usu&I  frank> 
ness,  told  us  this  morning  it  was  not  a  question  of  dollars 
and  cents;  the  money  they  regarded  not,  but  they  requir- 
ed a  change  of  policy.  They  demand  the  pound  of  flesh, 
with  the  unyielding  obstinacy  of  Shylock,  andtliey  require 


ed  In  matters  of  great  importance.  That  this  is  a  mea-  if  it  does  not  crush  that  enterprising,  valuable  class  of 
sure  of  great  importance,  affecting,  more  or  less,  the  young  men  who  have  entered  upon  business,  relyinjg'  np- 
entire  population  of  the  United  States,  will  not  be  denie^^  on  their  industry  and  capacity  to  carry  them  forward. 


and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  matured  with  care,  and  well 
Qiiderstood  by  every  gentleman  who  votes  upon  it  And 
yet,  sir,  a  copy  has,  for  the  first  time,  been  mid  upon  our 
tables,  since  I  rose  to  address  you;  and  this  is  the  first  op- 
portunity we  have  had  even  to  read  it.  I  hope  othera  feel 
^vcll  prepared  to  act  in  this  precipitate  manner;  but  I  am 
obliged  to  acknowledge  I  do  not;  for  I  hold  even  the  best 
of  intentions  will  not,  in  legislation,  excuse  the  errors  of 
haste. 

I  am  aware  that  this  measure  assumes  an  imposing  atti- 
tude.    It  is  called  a  bill  of  compromise^  a  measure  of 


1)UDiic  feeling r    is  it  savmg 
ife-blood?     What  is  this  bill?    I  will  not  say  it  goes  at 
once  to  such  extremities,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  eoqtaltt  ft  * 
principle  which  works  an  unqualified  abandonment  of  the 
protective  policy,  unless  changes  greater  than  we  have  a 
right  to  look  for  shall  take  place  in  our  condition. 

It  proposes  to  descend,  by  a  reduction,  once  in  two 
years,  of  two-tenths  of  the  exeess  of  duties  over  and  above 
twenty  per  cent,  for  nearly  eight  years.  It  then  proposes 
to  divide  the  residue  of  such  excess  into  two  equal  parts, 
and  to  remove  the  whole  in  two  years,  so  that  aU  duties  on 
all  imports  will  be  run  down  to  a  level  of  twenty  percent, 
ad  valorem,  in  between  nine  and  ten  years.  The  first  part 
of  the  descent  may  be  termed  gradual^  but  in  thft  last  two 
years,  the  strides  are,  I  fear,  decidedly  too*long  to  be  met 
by  any  preparation  for  them.  Our  course  then  is  down 
hill  during  this  time,  we!tring  out  the  American  system; 
and  When  we  arrive  at  the  foot,  we  pass  out  from  under 
the  protection  of  that  parental  benefactor,  and  plaoe  our- 
selves under  the  guardianship  of  the  Carolina,  system.  T 
say  from  the  American  to  the  Cai'olina  ^stem,  because^ 
duties  which  are  now  below  20  per  cent.,  arc  to  be  raised 
to  that  amount,  and  all  free  articles,  with  the  ex^ep^tion  of 
an  unimportant  list  of  dyestuffs,  are  to  be  subjected  ta 
duties.  Duties  are,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  our  declivi- 
tous course,  to  fall  on  all  imported  merchandise  at  an  equal 
rate  of  20  per  cent.     This  is  the  Oarolina  system. 

What  will  bft  the  effect  of  this  h'lW  The  protection 
will  be  diminished  from  year  to  year.  This  wHI  check 
the  operations  of  capital;  it  will,  I  fear,  stop  investments. 


They  are  in  de^t,  and  I  fear  timid  creditors  may  fall  upon 
them.  Business  then  will  be  brought  to  a  stand  at  any 
rate,  and,  if  bankruptcies  ensue,  will  be  diminished.  This 
is  precisely  what  some  interested  in  manufacturing  are  sel- 
fish enough  to  desire,  for  they  have  money;  wages  will  be 
cheaper,  if  a  portion  of  the  mills  cease  to  run,  and  no  new 
ones  are  erected,  and  the  capitalists  will,  by  this  means,  in 
the  end,  gain  more  by  a  diminution  in  the  competition  in 
business,  and  the  reduction  in  wages,  than  they  will  lose 
by  the  reduction  in  duties.  But,  sir,  this  is  a  policy  found- 
ed in  such  naked  selfishness;  it  is  built  up  so  manifestly  at 
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the  expense  of  those  who  have  small  capital,  and  of  the 
laborers;  it  is  so  hostile  to  the  first  principles  of  protection 
which  invite  the  free  investment  of  capital  from  all  quar- 
ters, that  gpoods  may  be  made  cheap  by  the  competition, 
and  the  public  be  thus  benefited,  that  no  friend  of  Ameri- 
can labor  can  give  it  his  approbation  on  that  ground.  It 
may  answer  for  a  time  the  purposes  of  a  few,  if  it  ope- 
rates as  they  anticipate;  but  should  this  prove  so,  it  will 
be  an  unanswerable  argument  with  the  public  for  disap- 
proving of  it,  for  the  causes  which  will  make  the  measure 
raluable  to  some,  will  make  it  injurious  to  the  public. 

Again,  sir,  I  can  vote  for  no  bill  which  abandons  pro- 
tection. I  think  this  does.  It  adopts  the  Carolina  sys- 
tem for  equalizing  duties,  by  bringing  them  all  to  20  per 
cent  It  abandons  the  exercise  of  idl  right  to  discriminate, 
and  in  that,  give  me  leave  to  say,  abandons  common  sense, 
for  the  system  of  equalization  has  never,  to  my  knowledge, 
until  now,  found  an  advocate  among  financiers  or  political 
economists.  It  is,  however,  a  verjr  cunningly  devised  plan, 
and  worthy  of  its  origin,  (Gallatin,  in  the  free  trade  report,) 
for  it  contains  a  sweet  poison  that  will  destroy  the  last  rem- 
nant of  protection.  Who  ever  heard  of  so  absurd  a  sys- 
tem as  equalizing  duties?  What,  impose  the  same  duties 
on  ardent  spirits  as  upon  tea  and  cofibe!  But  why  do 
the  free  traders  desire  an  equalization.^  Why  do  they  in- 
sist that  the  duty  on  bats,  on  shoes  and  boots,  on  leather, 
oi> scythes,  hoes  and  axes,  shall  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent.  ? 
Why  do  they  at  the  same  time  insist  that  there  shall  be  a 
duly  of  20  per  cent,  on  tea  and  coffee,  pepper,  spicesi, 
fruiu,  and  a  thousand  other  things  which  we  do  not,  and 
never  shall  produce,  and  which  are  now  free  of  duty?  It 
is  to  level  all  protection  with  the  dust.  They  start  with 
the  proposition  that  the  public  debt  is  paid,  that  we  have 
too  much  revenue,  and  it  must  be  reduced.  We  have 
always  contended,  not  that  the  revenue  shall  not  be  re- 
duced, for  we  are  not  the  advocates  of  an  accumulating 
surplus,  but  that  it  shall  be  reduced  by  letting  goods  in 
free,  or  by  diminishing  the  amount  of  duty  when  the  whole 
cannot  be  spared,  and  that  this  principle  shall  be  applied 
to  merchandise  not  produced  in  this  country,  that  our  la- 
bor may  have  the  benefit  of  the  revenue  as  a  protection. 
While  we  contend  that  die  revenue  shall  be  levied  in  this 
manner,  the  free  traders  insist  that  nothing  shall  be  free, 
and  that  the  duty  on  all  shall  be  alike.  The  revenue,  say 
they,  is  too  abundant,  and  must  be  reduced.  The  bill 
before  us,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  is  for  that  purpose.  What  a  happy  mode  of  re- 
ducing the  revenue,  to  diminish  the  duty  on  hats,  shoes, 
boots,  leather,  axes,  &c.,  from  30  per  cent,  and  more,  to 
SO  per  cent.,  w-hen  the  articles  are  so  entirely  produced 
here,  under  the  present  protection,  that  none  are  imoort- 
•d,  and  no  revenue  is  realized.  Is  not  the  direct  ana  ob- 
vious effect  of  such  a  reduction  an  experiment,  to  see  if 
the  foreign  articles  cannot  be  introduced,  and  the  revenue 
increased  instead  of  diminished?  It  is  a  still  more  sin^lar 
mode  of  reducing  revenue  to  restore  the  duties  on  articles 
which  are  free.  Sir,  the  farmers,  the  mechanics,  tiie 
manufacturers,  cannot  be  blind  to  such  an  insidious 
scheme.  They  will  not  fail  to  discover  that  the  reduc- 
tions of  duty  on  a  vast  variety  of  articles  produced  wholly 
in  this  country  are  made  under  a  false  pretence  of  redoe- 
ing  the  revenue;  and  that  the  restoration  of  duties  to  ftee 
articles  is  also  made  under  the  delusive  pretence  of  nmk- 
ing  taxes  more  equal.  It  will  not  escape  their  observation 
that  this  craffy  plan  of  reducing  revenue  is  apparently 
devised  for  the  purpose  of  overstocking  the  treasury,  and 
creating  a  surplus  from  year  to  year,  so  as  to  call  for  fur- 
ther and  further  reductions,  till  you  come,  as  the  politi- 
cians of  South  Carolina  declare  you  shall,  to  twelve  and  a 
half  per  cent.  Is  it  not  plain  that  an  equalization  gives 
the  least  protection  which  industry  can  posnbly  have, 
unless  you  make  the  duties  on  articles  which  we  do  not 
produce,  higher  than  you  rate  them  on  such  aa  we  do  pro- 


duce? When  you  have  aiTived  at  twenty  per  cent.,  if 
there  is  a  surplus,  you  have,  I  believe,  the  right  to  dis- 
criminate below  that:  but  of  what  value  is  such  a  right? 
Twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  the  foreign  cost; 
what  is  that?  Go  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  custom-house  in 
New  York,  who  witness  the  daily  frauds  and  impositions 
of  importers.  Go  to  the  head  of  that  establishment,  who, 
it  is  said,  declared  openly  in  this  city,  it  was  a  railroad  for 
legalized  smuggling,  and  inquire  what  a  twenty  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  duty,  or  any  other  ad  valorem  duty,  ist  And  if 
they  tell  you  the  truth,  it  will  be,  that  it  is  whatever  the 
importer  chooses  to  have  it. 

This  biU,  afler  we  have  made  our  descent,  fadUs  deseen- 
sua  Avemif  carries  us  into  the  free  trade  system,  which 
may  be  summed  up  under  three  heads. 

1.  All  spedfic  auties  are  abolished,  and  all  duties  are 
to  be  ad  valorem;  all  free  traders,  and  especially  the 
Yorkshire  men  and  Lancashire  men  of  England,  have  al- 
ways earnestly  contended  for  this.  For  what  reason,  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine,  unless  it  is  because  frauds  are  perpe- 
trated with  grater  &cility. 

2.  All  duties  are  to  be  equal,  and  to  be  assessed  upon 
all  imports,  except  a  few  articles  of  little  importance,  and 
consequently  the  discriminating  principle  is  abandoned. 

3.  The  gradual  reduction  which  is  professedly  made 
to  reduce  revenue,  is  applied  to  all  articles!,  as  well  those 
on  which  no  revenue  is  raised,  as  those  which  {iroducc 
revenue;  thus  tending,  by  every  reduction,  to  bring  the 
American  producer  into  p*eater  peril  at  every  step.  If 
this  be  not  a  total,  unqualified  abandonment  of  the  protec- 
tive policy,  unless  twenty  per  cent,  is  protective,  then  I 
know  not  what  is  an  abandonment.  The  bill,  it  is  true, 
provides  that  after  we  come  to  the  twenty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem,  the  duty  is  to  be  assessed  on  the  valuation  in  the 
home  market .  About  the  meaning  of  this,  however,  there 
is  already  a  dispute.  The  South  say  it  means  the  price  of 
the  goods  by  the  duties  and  charges;  that  is,  it  means  the 
foreign  cost;  and  a  distinguished  gentleman  declared  in 
debate  distinctly,  that  he  supported  the  bill  upon  that  ex- 
pontion  of  its  meaning.  If  this  be  a  ti'ue  interpretation, 
the  provision  is  worth  nothing.  That  valuation  is  to  be 
regulated  by  law,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  bill,  and 
what  that  regulation  will  prove  to  be,  no  one  can  foresee. 

Sir,  I  regret  that  discontent  and  signs  of  violence  have 
manifested  themselves  in  this  country;  but  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  meet  it  with  a  faint  heart,  or  to  falter  for  a  mo- 
ment in  support  of  the  Union  and  constitution.  I  would 
face  these  oisturbers  of  the  public  tranquility  on  their 
own  ground,  and  aecede  to  the  general  proposition  that 
the  revenue  shall  be  reduced  to  the  demands  of  the  Go- 
vernment; but  tiie  amount  of  expenditure  shall  be  fixed 
by  Congress,  and  not  by  South  Carolina^  and  the  revenue 
should  be  raised  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  most  effi- 
cient protection  to  American  labor.  For  one,  sir,  while  I 
would  do  South  Carolina  justice,  ample  justice,  I  would 
not  destroy  the  Union  by  attempting  to  save  it  I  would 
not  bring  the  power  of  Congress  and  the  constitution  into 
contempt,  by  establishing  a  precedent,  that  a  little  knot 
of  uneasy,  discontented  politicians  can,  by  threatening  to 
dissolve  the  Union,  make  the  Govei*nment  itself  bow 
down,  humble  itself  in  the  dust,  abandon  its  policy,  and 
promise  in  future  to  give  no  offence.  If  these  are  the 
terms  on  which  the  Union  exists,  if  this  Government  holds 
and  exercises  its  powers  upon  such  contingencies  as  these, 
T  was  about  to  say,  the  sooner  the  Union  is  at  an  end  the 
better,  for  the  rude  breath  of  treason  will  dissolve  it  at 
any  moment.  But,  sir,  whether  South  Carolina  is  well  or 
ill  pleased,  whether  she  declares  herself  in  or  out  of  the 
Union,  I  am  not  prepared,  on  any  compromise,  to  give  up 
the  protective  policy;  and  I  do  contend  that  an  equaliza- 
tion of  duties  as  low,  or  lower,  than  twenty  per  cent,  pro- 
tection, is  incompatible.  Yes,  when  you  surrender}  the 
right  to  discriminate,  you  surrender  all. 
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This  is  a  bill  to  tranquillize  feeling,  to  harmonize  Jarringc 
opinions;  it  is  oil  poured  into  inflamed  wounds;  it  is  to  de- 
finitively settle  the  matters  ofcomplaint.  What  assurance 
have  we  of  that?  Have  those  who  threatened  the  Union 
accepted  it?  Has  any  one  here  risen  in  his  place,  and  an- 
nounced his  satisfaction  ana  his  determination  to  abide  by 
it?  Not  a  word  has  been  uttered,  nor  any  sign*  or  assur- 
ance of  satisfaction  given.  Suppose  they  should  vote  for 
the  bill,  what  then?  They  voted  for  the  bill  of  July  last, 
and  that  was  a  bill  passed  expressly  to  save  the  Union;  but 
did  they  not  flout  at  it?  Did  they  not  spurn  it  with  con- 
tempt? And  did  not  South  Carolina,  in  derision  of  that 
compromise,  nullify  the  law?  This  is  a  practical  illustra- 
tion of  the  exercise  of  a  philanthropic  spirit  of  condescen- 
sion to  save  the  Union.  Your  folly  and  your  imbecility 
was  treated  as  a  jest.  It  has  already  been  said  that  this 
law  will  be  no  more  binding  than  any  other,  and  may  be  al- 
tered and  modifled  at  pleasure  by  any  subsequent  Legis- 
lature. In  what  sense  then  is  it  a  compromise?  Does  not 
a  compromise  imply  an  adjustment  on  terms  of  agree- 
ment? Suppose,  then,  that  South  Carolina  should  abide 
by  the  compromise  while  she  supposes  it  beneficial  to  the 
tariff  States,  and  injurious  to  her;  and  when  that  period 
shall  close,  the  friends  of  protection  shall  then  propose  to 
re-establish  the  system.  What  honorable  man,  who  votes 
for  this  bill,  could  sustain  such  a  measure?  Would  not 
South  Carolina  say,  you  have  no  right  to  change  this  law, 
it  was  founded  on  compromise;  you  have  had  the  benefit 
of  your  side  of  the  bargain,  and  now  I  demand  mine. 
Who  could  answer  such  a  declaration?  If,  under  such 
circumstances,  you  were  to  proceed  to  abolish  the  law, 
would  not  South  Carolina  have  much  more  just  cause  of 
complaint  and  disaflection  than  she  now  has? 

It  has  been  said,  we  ought  to  legislate  now,  because  the 
next  Congress  will  be  hostile  to  the  tarifi^  I  am  aware 
that  such  a  sentiment  has  been  industriously  circulated, 
and  we  have  been  exhorted  to  escape  from  the  hands  of 
that  body  as  from  a  lion.  But,  sir,  who  knows  the  senti- 
ments of  that  body  on  this  question?  Do  you,  or  docs 
any  one,  possess  any  information  which  justifies  him  in  as- 
serting that  it  is  more  unfriendly  than  this  House?  There 
Is,  in  my  opipion,  little  known  about  this  matter.  But 
suppose  the  members  shall  prove  as  ferocious  towards  the 
tariff  as  those  who  profess  to  know  their  opinions  repre- 
sent, will  the  passage  of  this  bill  stop  their  action?  Can 
you  tie  their  hands?  Give  what  pledges  you  please,  make 
what  bargfains  you  Inay,  and  that  body  will  act  its  plea- 
sure without  respecting  them.  If  you  fall  short  of  their 
wishes  in  warring  upon  the  tariff,  they  will  not  stay  their 
hand;  but  all  attempts  to  limit  tlieir  power  by  abiding 
compromises,  will  be  considered  by  them  as  a  stimulus  to 
act  upon  the  subject,  that  they  may  manifest  their  disap- 
probation. It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  if  the  next 
Congress  is  to  be  feared,  we  are  purauing  the  right  course 
to  rouse  their  jealousy,  and  excite  them  to  action.  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  rose  to  express  my  views  on  this  very 
important  question,  I  regret  to  say,  without  the  slightest 
preparation,  as  it  is  drawn  before  us  at  a  very  unexpected 
moment.  But,  as  some  things  in  this  bill  are  at  variance 
with  the  principles  of  public  policy  which  I  have  uniform- 
ly maintained,  I  could  not  suffer  it  to  pass  into  a  law 
without  stating  such  objections  as  have  hastily  occurred 
to  me. 

Let  mc,  however,  before  sitting  down,  be  understood 
on  one  point.  I  do  not  object  to  a  reasonable  adjustment 
of  the  controversies  which  exist.  I  have  said  repeatedly 
on  this  floor,  that  I  would  go  for  a  g^radual  reduction  on 
protected  articles;  but  it  must  be  very  g^radual,  so  thut  no 
violence  shall  be  done  to  business;  for  all  reduction  is  ne- 
cessarily full  of  hazard.  My  objections  to  this  bill  are  not 
so  much  against  the  first  seven  years,  for  I  would  take  the 
consequences  of  tliat  experiment,  if  the  provisions  beyond 
that  were  not  of  tliat  fatal  character  which  will  at  once 
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stop  all  enterprise.  But  I  do  object  to  a  compromise 
which  destines  the  East  for  the  altar.  No  victim,  in  my 
judgment,  is  required,  none  is  necessary;  and  yet  you 
propose  to  bind  us,  hand  and  foot,  to  pour  out  our  blood 
upon  the  altar,  and  sacrifice  us  as  a  burnt  offering,  to  ap- 
pease the  unnatural  and  unfounded  discontent  of  the 
South;  a  discontent,  I  fear,  having  deeper  root  than  the 
tariff,  and  will  continue  when  that  is  forgotten.  I  am  far 
from  meaning  to  use  the  language  of  menace,  when  I  say 
such  a  compromise  cannot  endure,  nor  can  any  adjust- 
ment endure,  which  disregards  the  interests,  and  sports 
with  the  rights  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stafes.  It  has  been  said  that  we  shall  never 
reach  the  lowest  point  of  reduction,  before  the  country 
will  become  satisfied  of  the  folly  of  the  experiment,  and 
will  restore  the  protective  policy;  and  it  seems  to  me  a 
large  number  in  this  body  act  under  the  influence  of  that 
opinion.  But  I  cannot  vote  down  my  principles,  on  the 
ground  that  some  one  may  come  after  me  who  will  vote 
them  up. 

Mr,  Speaker,  I  have  done  my  duty,  in  an  imperfect 
manner,  I  confess;  but  I  perceive  it  is  in  vain  to  discuss 
the  matter,  and  I  will  detain  the  House  no  longer. 

Mr.  H.  EVERETT  asked  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  few  minutes.  He  said  he  was  unwilling  that  his  dis- 
sent should  be  given  by  a  mere  silent  vote.  The  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Lbtchbr]  had  said  the  House 
had  had  ample  time  to  examine  the  bill,  and  he  presumed 
the  minds  of  the  members  were  made  up.  It  was  true 
that  the  Senate  bill  had  been  laid  on  their  tables  some 
days  ago:  the  amendments  which  had  since  been  made 
in  the  Senate  were  adopted  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
House;  these,  he  admitted,  had  improved  the  bill,  but 
still  had  not  rendered  it  satisfactory  to  him.  For  one, 
Mr.  E.  said,  he  did  not  complain  of  want  of  time;  he  had 
formed  an  opinion,  and  that  opinion  he  now  rose  to  ex- 
press. He  considered  the  bill,  as  originally  reported  in 
the  Senate,  as  a  total,  an  absolute  abandonment  of  the 
protective  system  after  1842— at  best,  it  was  but  a  lease 
to  the  manufacturers  for  seven  or  eight  years,  or,  per- 
haps, more  properly  speaking,  a  notice  to  wind  up  their 
concerns  within  that  time:  their  destruction  was  slow, 
but  sure.  The  existing  protection  was  to  go  down,  down, 
from  year  to  year,  until  the  end  of  the  term,  when  the 
existing  establishments  were  to  be  abandoned  by  the  Go- 
vernment: he  said  the  existing  establishments,  for  new 
ones  could  not  be  expected.  Prudent  capitalists  would 
not  adventure  in  a  sinking  concern.  About  the  same 
time  was  given  that  was  allowed  the  bank  to  wind  up; 
and  were  theirs  a  mere  money  business,  they  would  have 
less  reason  to  complain;  but,  unfortunately,  their  capital 
was  fixed,  and  must  be  sacrificed.  Factories  and  ma- 
chinery were  of  no  value  unless  in  operation.  The  own- 
ers of  flocks  were  not  in  a  much  less  hopeless  condition. 
He  repeated  that  the  bill,  as  originally  laid  on  their  ta- 
bles, abandoned,  totally  abandoned,  the  protective  policy. 
It  reduced  all  duties  to  the  same  level,  twenty  per  cent. 
Even  the  principle  of  discriminating  duties  was  aban- 
doned. In  its  present  form,  he  admitted  that  principle 
was  faintly  perceptible.  "  Congress  were  not  to  be  pre- 
vented from  altering  the  rates  of  duties  on  articles  which 
are  now  subject  to  a  less  duty  than  twenty  per  cent,  in 
such  manner  as  not  to  exceed  that  rate;"  that  is,  they  may 
raise  or  lower  the  rates  of  duties  on  the  unprotected  arti- 
cles, but  may  not  rsuse  the  duties  on  the  protected  arti- 
cles above  twenty  per  cent.  This  is  the  only  discriminat- 
ing principle  now  in  the  bill;  and  this,  poor  as  it  was,  he 
should  show  was  wholly  iUusory;  that  the  wants  of  the 
Government  would  require  the  full  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent,  on  the  unprotected  articles.  The  change  of  the 
foreiffn  for  the  home  valuation,  he  admitted,  was  a  valua- 
ble improvement,  tiiough  its  principal  value  must,  in  a 
very  considerable  degree,  if  not  wholly,  depend  on  the 
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regulations  which  ''may  be  hereafter  established  by 
law."  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  echoed  the 
cry  of  alarm  which  had  been  heard  from  another  quarter, 
that  the  protective  system  was  in  danger;  that  the  next 
Congress  would  prostrate  it.  Such  alarms  tended  to  cre- 
ate the  peril  they  announced.  That  system,  in  his  opi- 
nion, had  no  greater  peril  to  encounter  than  the  one  of 
which  St.  Paul  complained  as  the  chief  of  perils.  He 
was  willing  to  trust  it  to  the  next  Congress:  they,  he 
trusted,  would  protect  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
This  prqjet  had  come  upon  the  manufacturers  from  an 
unexpected  source:  the  blow  had  not  been . anticipated 
from  that  quarter.  If  there  should  be  a  majority  in  the 
next  Congress  against  Jlhc  protective  policy,  the  manu- 
facturers, the  farmers  would  submit  with  what  grace 
they  may.  If  the  system  should  then  fall,  it  would  fall 
under  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  But,  said  Mr.  E., 
the  occasion  had  excited  feeling — better,  perhaps,  sup- 
pressed than  uttered.  He  had  heard  it  said,  out  of  the 
House,  that  we  were  only  bending  to  the  blast;  that  we 
should  right  when  it  had  passed  over  us.  But  was  such  a 
forecast  just?  Should  not  they  who  present,  and  they 
who  accept  this  bill  as  a  measure  of  conciliation,  do  it  in 
good  faith,  without  mental  reservations?  For  one,  he  did 
hot  join  in  the  offer,  nor  would  he  pledge  himself  or  his 
constituents  to  abide  by  it.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  what  would  be  the  financial  operation  of 
the  bill?  What  would  be  the  amount  of  revenue  accruing 
under  it,  particularly  in  1841  and  1842 — the  period  when 
it  was  to  settle  down  as  the  revenue  system  of  the  Govern- 
ment? These  were  the  periods  to  which  the  manufacturers 
would  look  (he  would  not  say  they  had  been  encouraged 
to  look)  for  the  restoration  of  the  protective  system. 
Taking  the  excessive  importations  of  1831  as  the  basis  of 
calculation,  the  amount  of  the  proposed  reduction  of  du- 
ties on  the  protected  articles  (paying  over  twenty  per 
cent.)  would  be  nearly  twelve  millions,  ($11,924,000;) 
the  whole  amount  of  the  customs,  in  1841,  would  be 
between  ten  and  eleven  millions,  ($10,846,000;)  and, 
afler  the  final  reduction  in  1842,  about  seven  millions, 
($7,268,000.)  How  would  the  deficiency  of  revenue  be 
supplied?  The  last  section  proposes  it  should  be  sup- 
plied by  raising  the  duties  on  the  dutiable,  unprotected 
articles  up  to  twenty  per  cent.  This  would  give  short 
of  eight  millions,  ($7,679,000;)  making  the  whole  re- 
venue from  the  customs  less  than  nfteen  millions, 
($14,947,000.)  What  then  becomes  of  the  discriminat- 
ing principle  of  protection  ?  If  additional  revenues  are  to 
be  raised,  in  What  manner  could  it  be  done?  It  must  be 
done  either  by  raising  the  duties  on  the  protected  arti- 
cles, or  by  laying  duties  on  the  articles  now  free. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  said  Mr.  E.,  he  should  be  almost 
prepared  to  concur  in  the  opinion  he  had  heard  express- 
ed in  the  House  this  morning,  that  it  would  do  away  the 
necessity  of  passing  the  enforcing  bill.  The  duties  were 
eventually  to  come  down  to  the  same  rate  on  all  dutiable 
articles — to  twenty  per  cent.,  the  South  Carolina  standard. 
With  her  it  was  only  a  question  of  time,  unless  she  should 
still  insist  that  there  should  be  no  articles  imported  free  of 
duty.  This  was  one  of  her  unalterable  resolutions.  Mr.  E. 
said  he  did  not  wish  to  prolong  the  debate.  He  had  risen 
to  state  the  light  in  which  he  had  viewed  the  bill,  and  in 
which  he  thought  it  would  be  viewed  by  the  country — as 
tlie  ultimate  abandonment  of  the  protecting  policy. 

Mr.  DICKSON  also  opposed  the  bill,  and  moved  its 
pi>  ;ponepient  till  to-iqorrow.     Negatived. 

Mr.  LETCHER  spok«»  in  reply,  and  in  defence  of  the 
bill;  when  the  question  waa  put  on  engrossing  tlie  bill  for 
a  third  reading,  and  carried:  Yeas  105,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Chilton  Allan,  Robert  Al- 
Icn,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barrin- 
ger,  James  Bates,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair, 
John  Blair,   Boon,   Bouck,   Bouldin,  Branch,  Bullard, 


Cambreleng,  Carr,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Coke,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig,  Creighton,  Da- 
niel, Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Doubleday,  Draper, 
Felder,  Findlay,  Fitzgerald,  Gaither,  Gilmore,  Gordon, 
Thomas  H.  Hall,  William  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Haw 
kins,  Hoffman,  Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Irvin, 
Isacks,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Joseph  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kerr,  Lamar,  Lansing, 
Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mardis,  Mason,  Mar- 
shall, Maxwell,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Newton,  Nuckolls, 
Patton,  Plummer,  Polk,  Rencher,  Roane,  Root,  SewaU, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Smith, 
Southard,  Speight,  Spence,  Stanbery,  Standifer,  Fran- 
cis Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tomp- 
kins, Tracy,  Vance,  Verplanck,  Ward,  Washington, 
Wayne,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Campbell  P.  White, 
Wickliffe,  Worthington— 105. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Allison,  Apple- 
ton,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber,  Barstow, 
Isaac  C.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Brjggs,  John  Brodhead,  John 
C.  Brodhead,  Bucher,  Burd,  Cahoon,  Chandler,  Bates 
Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  John  Davis,  Dayan, 
Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart,  Dickson,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hiester,  Hughes,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Adam  King,  Henry 
King,  Leavitt,  Mann,  McCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  McKen- 
nan,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Pierson,  Potts,  Randolph,  John  Reed,  Edward  C  Reed, 
Slade,  Soule,  Storrs,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Vinton,  Ward- 
well,  Watmough,  Wheeler,  Fi-ederick  Whittlesey,  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  Young--71. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TUESDAT,  FEBBUi.RT  26. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  reduce  the  tariff  (as  amended  by 
the  adoption  of  Mr.  Clat's  bill  of  the  Senate)  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  question  stated  to  be  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  after  a  few  remarks  on  the  great 
importance  of  this  question,  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  House  was  called  accordingly. 

It  appeared  that  two  hundred  and  one  members  were 
present. 

Mr.  BURGES  moved  to  suspend  further  proceedings 
on  the  call,  but  the  motion  failed:  Yeas  69,  nays  78. 

The  doors  were  then  closed,  and  the  excuses  of  absen- 
tees received.  Proceedings  were  then  suspended,  and 
the  doors  of  the  hall  again  opened. 

Mr.  BURGES,  of  Rhode  Island,  then  ^ose  to  address 
the  House  against  the  bill.  I  have  not  risen,  at  this  time, 
said  he,  to  enter  into  any  extended  discussion  of  the  bill 
just  now  read  to  the  House:  it  is  my  purpose  to  do  no 
more  than  to  pronounce  an  humble  protestation  against 
the  provisions  of  this  measure;  to  state  a  solemn  denuncia- 
tion of  the  purposes  intended  to  be  effected  by  its  enact- 
ment; and,  in  a  few  words,  to  express  my  utter  abhorrence 
of  the  causes  which,  as  I  think,  must  have  brought  such  a 
scheme  before  Congress. 

If,  sir,  you  will  permit  me  to  do  it,  I  will  first  read, 
from  my  place,  the  resolutions,  brief,  but  full  of  meaning, 
which,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  day  of  the  last  month, 
I  had  the  honor  to  present  to  this  House,  and  to  move  the 
reference  of  them  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.     These  resolutions  were  sent  to  me 
and  my  colleague  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations.     They  had  been,  on  the  16th  day  of 
that  month,  unanimously  passed  in  both  the  House  of  Re> 
presentatives  and  the  Senate  of  that  State;  and,  speaking 
our  sentiments  in  a  better  style,  they  announce  to  us  the 
opinions  and  requirements  of  the  State  representatives 
of  that  portion  of^  the  American  people  who  have  honor* 
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ed  us  with  a  place  in  this  House.  It  appears  by  this 
paper,  that  in  General  Assembly,  January  session*  A.  D. 
1833,  it  was 

'•-flMo/co/,  That  this  General  Assembly  views  with 
alarm,  and  with  unqualified  disapprobation,  the  proposi- 
tions which  have  been  submitted  to  the  Concfress  of  tlie 
United  States,  at  the  present  session  thereof,  for  abandon- 
ing, totally  or  partially,  immediately  or  prospectively,  the 
principle  of  protection  to  domestic  industry,  which  was 
adopted  with  the  constitution,  has  been  ever  since  incor- 
porated in  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  was  believed  to  be, 
wlfat  of  right  it  ought  to  be,  a  permanent  and  settled 
principle  of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  on  faith  of 
which  the  people  of  this  .enterprising  and  industrious  re- 

Eublic  might  act  with  confidence,  and  be  secure  in  their 
bors  and  pursuits. 

**Ee8oloed,  That  this  Assembly  does  not  perceive,  in 
the  present  juncture  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  nor 
in  the  suggestions  submitted  in  connexion  with  the 
aforesaid  propositions,  any  sufficient  reason  for  a  change 


ing  the  means  of  their  subsistence  from  mechanical  or 
other  daily  toil — the  whole  class  of  employers  and  em- 
ployed, who  are  engaged  in  a  sound  and  profitable  com- 
merce, interior  and  exterior,  foreign  or  domestic — classes 
which  mainly  constitute  the  population  and  strength  of  the 
republic,  her  means  of  advancement  in  peace,  and  her 
hope  of  defence  in  war — all  these,  and  the  millions  who 
compose  them,  whether  considered  in  classes,  or  singly 
as  individuals,  have  a  deep,  a  fixed,  and  absorbing  inte- 
rest in  the  preservation  of  the  protection  now  extended  to 
the  national  industry;  an  interest  in  respect  to  which  the 
interests  of  the  owners  and  conductors  of  manufacturing 
establishments,  also  requiring  that  protection,  are  inter- 
mediate, subsidiary,  ana  subservient. 

**  Reaohedt  That  a  vacillating  policy,  in  the  regulation  of 
trade  and  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  is  destructive 
to  all  branches  of  our  national  industry. 

"Besolvedf  That  the  effect  of  frequent  alterations  of 
the  tariff  laws  is  to  distract  and  paralyze  the  enterprise 
of  the  merchant,  to  destroy  the  stability  of  the  markets 


in  national  policy,  of  a  character  so  comprehensive,  and  for  the  agriculturist,  and  bring  ruin  upon  the  manufac 
fraught  with  consequences  widely  disastrous,  and  to  a  fear-  turer. 
ful  extent  absolutely  ruinous  to  the  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  manufactures,  the  population,  power,  and 
happiness  of  a  now  prosperous  people.     On  the  contra- 
ry, this  Assembly  being  convinced  that,  under  existing 
circumstances,  the  sole  path  of  safety  is  that  of  calm  and 
persevering  firmness,  cannot  but  view,  with  equal  sur- 
prise and  disapprobation,  all  suggestions  that  countenance 
the  substitution  of  the  will  of  a  minority  for  that  of  a 
very  great  majority  of  the  people  of  these  States;  and 
protests  against  the  ratification  of  any  such  suggestions, 
by  the  adoption,  at  this  time,  of  any  national  measure  af- 
fecting the  national  industry,  resources,  or  revenue,  in 
conformity  thereto.     And  this  protest  it  makes,  under  a 
solemn  and  irresistible  conviction  that  everv  such  mea- 
sure would  not  only  tend  to  introduce  into  all  our  future 
councils  weakness,    irresolution,   and   inconstancy,   but 
would  paralyze  every  just  power  of  the  Government,  and 

create  a  far  greater  and  more  immediate  probability  of  a 

dissolution  both  of  the  Government  and  of  the  Union, 

than  any  which  otherwise  exists. 

'^Heiolvedt  That  this  Assembly  cannot  perceive  how  a 

surrender  of  a  principle  necessary  for  the  independence 

and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  to  menaces  of  disunion,  or 

of  lawless  resistance  proceeding  from  a  minority,  can  be 

less  disastrous  to  the  mterests  or  to  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, than  a  surrender  to  actual  and  overpowering  force: 

nor  how  those  who  are  constrained,  or  who  are  willing 

tlius,  in  anticipation,  to  surrender,  can  be  said  to  enjoy 

tbe  benefits  and  protection  of  a  republican  Government, 

or  to  possess  the  character  essential  to  the  existence  of 

such  a  Government. 

"Besoloed,  That  the  essential  and  vital  interests  of  the 

people  of  this  State,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General 

Assembly,  the  interests  of  the  great  body  of  the  people 

in  all  the  States,  including  those  in  which  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  a  part  has  been  most  distinctly  manifested,  and 

most  speciously  argued,  require  that  the  protection  now 

provided  by  law  should  be  continued  to  articles  of  the 

growth,   production,  and    manufacture  of  the  United 

States. 

•*  Resohtdj  That  the  necessity  of  a  protective  tariff  by 
no  means  arises  either  solely  or  principally  from  its  im- 
portance to  those  who,  upon  the  faith  ot  the  Government, 
have  invested  their  capital  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments; that  such  a  tariff  is  demanded  by  con^derations 
affecting  the  independence  and  security  of  the  nation,  in 
times  01  commotion,  and  affecting  its  resources,  and  the 
resources,  enjoyments,  comforts,  and  necessities  of  its 
individual  citizens  in  all  times,  that  the  great  and  para- 
mount class  of  proprietors  and  cultivators  of  the  soil  in 
•very  State^  the  whole  class  of  laborers^  whether  deriv- 


*^  Resolved,  That  all  branches  of  our  national  industry 
have  been  arranged,  contracts  made,  voyages  projected, 
and  business  commenced,  under  the  belief  and  expec- 
tation that  the  tariff  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  was 
framed  and  solemnly  enacted  afler  mature  deliberation, 
and  that  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  the  stability  of 
these  measures  of  the  Government. 

'*  Resolved^  That,  without  a  countervailing  policy  in 
the  regulation  of  trade  with  foreign  nations,  all  branches 
of  our  industry  will  be  paralyzed,  as  was  the  case  before 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

^'EesQlved,  That  the  Senators  from  this  State  in  Con- 
gress be  instructed,  and  the  Representatives  be  request- 
ed, to  use  their  exertions  and  influence  to  prevent  any 
abandonment  whatever  of  the  protective  policy,  and  also 
to  prevent  such  a  reduction  of  the  protection  now  extended 
by  law  to  the  productions  of  the  soil,  mines,  and  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States,  as  has  been  proposed  to 
Congress  at  the  present  session  thereof,  and  is  embraced 
in  the  bill  now  pending  before  that  body,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

'*  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  certifi- 
ed by  the  Secretary,  and  forthwith  transmitted  to  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

*<  House  of  Representatives,  January  16,  1833. — Voted 
unanimously.. 

<< In  Senate. — Bead  the  same  day,  and  unanimously 
concurred  in.*' 

I  protest  against  this  measure,  continued  Mr.  B.,  be- 
cause, like  that  which  has  been  stricken  out  of  the  bill, 
to  make  room  for  its  insertion,  it  proposes  to  provide  for 
the  wants  of  Government,  but  does  not  propose  to  make 
any  provision  for  the  wants  of  the  nation.  It  calls  on  the 
people  for  money  to  feed  that  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  takes  away  that  protection  of  their  labors,  by 
which  the  people  have  hitherto  been  enabled  to  feed 
themselves.  Not  less  than  one  million  seven  hundred 
and  fifleen  thousand  free  white  working  men  are  annually 
employed  in  the  agricultural,  mechanic,  and  manufactur- 
ing labor  of  the  Eastern,  Northern,  and  Western  States  of 
this  Union..  That  part  of  these  men  thus  employed  in  me- 
chanic and  manufacturing  labor,  depend  on  that  part  of 
them  employed  in  agricultural  labor,  in  the  same  and 
other  States,  for  a  market  for  their  fabrics  $  and  a  supply 
in  return  of  food;  of  corn,  wheat,  flour,  beef,  pork,  and 
other  provisions,  amounting  annually  to  more  than  S^t' 
000,000.  They  also  look  to  them,  and  to  other  producers 
in  many  of  the  States,  for  a  further  market  for  like  fa- 
brics; and  expect,  in  exchange,  the  products  of  their 
lands  and  mines,  equal  to  $15,000,000  in  amount  annual- 
ly^   Those  employed  in  the  farming  and  mineral  labors 
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of  these  States,  look  to  such  as  are  engaged  in  these  me- 
chanic and  manufacturing  labors,  for  this  market  for  their 
products,  and  therein  for  their  supply,  by  this  exchange 
of  those  various  manufactured  fabrics  annually  to  this 
g^at  amount. 

By  the  destruction  of  this  mechanic  and  manufacturing 
labor,  men  employed  in  agriculture,  whether  on  their 
own  lands,  or  farming  the  lands  of  others,  must  lose  that 
market;  and  not  only  lose  their  annual  supply  of  those 
fabrics  heretofore  purchased  in  it,  but  their  annual  pro- 
duction left  on  their  hands  for  want  of  a  market,  must, 
to  this  amount,  annually  be  utterly  lost  to  them.  For 
in  no  other  market  of  the  world  could  they  sell  their 
breadstuifs  and  provisions,  their  wool,  their  lead,  their 
iron  and  steel. 

This  loss  will  take  from  those  thus  engaged  in  the  la- 
bora  of  farming  and  the  mines,  not  only  the  ability  to  ob- 
tain manufactured  fabrics,  but  also  the  power  to  pur- 
chase and  consume  annually,  as  they  do  now,  four  or  five 
millions  in  amount  of  sug^r,  produced  in  Southern  Geor- 
gia and  Louisiana;  and  thereby  leave  this  production,  to 
that  amount,  on  the  hands  of  the  planters  or  those  States. 
There  it  must  perish,  unless  they  can  find  a  market  for 
it  in  Europe,  where  such  a  market  for  United  States  sugar 
has  not,  I  believe,  ever  been  found  to  the  amount  of  ten 
hogsheads  in  any  one  year. 

I  pass  over  the  rice  and  tobacco,  drawn  from  the  South 
by  the  owners  of  manufacturing  capital  in  the  North;  nor 
mention  the  cotton,  on  which  their  great  fabrics  now  so 
much  depend;  in  all  amounting  probably  to  $10,000,000 
annually.     This  omission  is  made  because  the  great,  rich, 
and  independent  manufacturing  capitalists  of  the  North 
can  and  will  stand  their  ground,  though  they  will  stand 
thai  ground  alone,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  When 
those  provisions  shall  be  carried  out  into  perfect  opera- 
tion, as  they  will  be  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  the  great,  in- 
dependent, manufacturing  capitalist  will  then  not  depend 
on  the  South  for  the  raw  materials  which  he  oan  then 
bring  from  any  country  at  a  mere  revenue  duty  of  twen- 
ty per  cent. ;  a  tax  of  no  importance  to  him,  because  it 
must  be  paid  finally  by  the  domestic  consumer  of  his  fa^ 
brie.     Nor  will  the  Southern  planter  then  depend,  for  he 
does  not  now  depend,  on  the  domestic  market,  for  the 
sale  of  his  great  staples.     These  two  classes,  the  rich 
owners  of  great  manufacturing  capital  in  the  North,  or 
of  capital  in  land  and  slaves  in  the  South,  are  perfectly 
independent  of  each  other's  production,  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill;  and  may  stand  with  perfect  Impunity, 
under  those  provisions  of  this  measure,  which  must  be 
so  ruinous  to  all  those,  at  this  time,  operating  with  that 
limited  capital,  or  employed  in  those  various  labors,  now 
encouraged  or  protected  by  that  system  of  laws  intended 
to  be  destroyed  by  these  provisions. 

How  do  the  provisions  of  this  bill  ensure  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  system  >  By  the  utter  abandonment  oC^ven 
the  very  principle  of  discriminating,  countervailing,  or 
protecting  duties  of  impost  on  imported  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise.  At  the  end  of  ten  years  these  duties, 
that  is,  the  whole  system  of  imposts,  are  to  be  reduced  to 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  to  stand  at  that  rate 
upon  all  imported  commodities,  such  as  are  produced  in 
our  own  country,  by  our  own  domestic  industry.  Bo  ut- 
terly is  protection,  in  Its  very  principle,  abandoned  by 
this  bill,  that  if  more  revenue  shall  be  wanted  than  may 
be  obtained,  by  this  rate  of  impost  on  protected  commo- 
dities, such  impost  shall  not  be  raised  on  such  commodities 
above  twenty  per  cent. ;  but  such  impost  for  such  revenue 
shall  be  placed  on  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles  unpro- 
tected,  because  not  produced  in  this  country;  and  such 
impost  may,  for  revenue,  be  raised  up  to  twenty  percent. 
This  bill,  therefore,  not  only  takes  from  all  the  free  labor 
of  the  free  States  the  whole  benefit  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  encouragement  and  protection,  but  may,  and 


doubtless  will  in  its  progress,  still  further  discourage  such 
free  labor  by  a  heavy  tax  placed  on  the  imported  food  of 
that  labor  J  tea,  coffee,  and  sugai^— a  tax  from  which  the 
slave  owners  of  the  South  will  be  exempted,  in  respect  of 
all  their  labor;  because  neither  tea,  nor  coffee,  nor  sugar, 
is  ever  consumed  by  the  slaves. 

This  bill  provides  concerning  all  impost  on  any  pro- 
tected commodity,  that  whenever  such  impost  exceeds 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  all  such  excess  shall  be  di- 
vided into  ten  parts;  and  that  a  tithe  of  this  whole  excess 
shall  annually  be  taken  away,  until  at  the  end  often  years 
no  impost  shall  remain  at  a  higher  rate,  on  any  commo- 
dity, than  twenty  per  cent,  on  its  value. 

The  taking  away  a  tenth  part  of  this  protection,  anna- 
ally,  will,  in  two  or  three  years,  so  expose  the  middling 
interest  men,  concerned  in  manufactures,  to  the  first  ef- 
fects of  foreign  competition,  created  by  excessive  impor- 
tation, that  they  must  give  up  the  conflict,  an^  submit  to 
the  ruin  provided  for  them  by  this  measure. 

This  will  leave  the  war  of  the  trade  in  the  hands  of 
capitalists,  who  can  afford  to  lose;  and,  outliving  those 
losses,  which  ruin  the  less  wealthy,  they  will  take  all  the 
benefits  resulting  to  them,  as  the  survivors  of  their  ruin . 
That  ruin,  and  the  certainty  that  all  protection  will  ter- 
minate at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  will  discourage  all 
owners  of  small,  or  middling,  or  even  great  capital  from 
embarking  in  these  manufactures,    and  will  leave  the 
whole  concern  to  the  over-wealthy  now  engaged  in  this 
business;  these  fortunate  men,  united  with  foreigners, 
will  continue  the  trade,  and  supply  the  market.    They 
will  do  this  at  such  a  rate  of  cost  to  the  consumers  in 
our  country,  as  may  be  charged  upon  all  manufactured 
fabrics  sold  in  our  market,  by  the  producers  of  such  fa- 
brics  in  foreign  countries.     Whatever  the  cost  of  them 
may  be  in  England  or  elsewhere,  to  that  cost  will  be  add- 
ed   the  cost  of '  imporUtion,  not  less  than  fifteen  per 
cent.,  and  in  like  manner  the  amount  of  impost,  twenty 
percent.,  will  so  much  further  enhance  the  whole  cost  to 
the   American  consumer.     The  wealthy  capiUlists,  the 
only  surviving  manufacturers  of  the  North,  then  exempt- 
ed from  all  domestic,  will  receive  the  full  benefit  of  fo- 
reign competition— a  competition  which,  in  its  first  move- 
ments, by  excessive  importations,  will  have  ruined  all 
competitors  of  limited  capital  in  our  own  country?  and 
will  thus  finally  enable  those  men,  more  abundant  and 
independent  in  their  means,  to  share  with  the  wealthy 
manufacturer  of  other  nations-the  spoils  of  our  consump- 
tion, taxed,  as  it  must  then  be,  by  the  final  effects  of  this 
measure,  with  not  less  than  thirty-five  per  cent,  more  in 
amount,  for  our  whole  supply  of  manufactured  fabrics, 
than  would  have  been  their  cost,  if  wholly  furnished  by 
domestic  production,  under  that  system  of  encourage- 
ment and  protection,  and  domestic  competition,   which 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  intended  to  destroy. 

This  evil  will  fall  on  the  whole  country,  and  will  be  a 
just  retribution  for  the  cruel  and  unrelenting  ruin  which 
this  profligate  measure  will  have  brought  on  the  many 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  free  white  working  men,  now 
employed  in  the  mechanic,  manufacturing,  and  agricul- 
tural labors  of  the  free  States.     When  the  domestic  manu- 
facturers, the  owners  of  the  mills  and  machines,  by  the 
working  of  which  those  men  now  earn  their  bread,  and 
that  of  their  families;  when  these  owners  find  they  must 
surrender  a  tenth  part  of  their  protection — a  tenth  part 
of  the  impost,  over  and  above  twenty  per  cent,  of  the 
whole,  they  will  call  on  their  working  men  to  surrender 
a  like  tenth  part  of  their  wages,  or  to  leave  their  employ- 
ment.    When  will  this  first  call  be  made?    In  the  very 
dead  of  the  next  winter,  when  they  and  their  families 
must  perish  or  have  employment.     It  will  be  repeated 
annually  at  that  season.  They  will  surrender,  rather  than 
hear  their  children  cry  for  bread  when  they  have  none 
to  give  them.    This  demand  on  labor  for  a  reduction  of 
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wages  will  be  repeated  once  a  year,  just  as  often  as  this 
bill  makes  a  like  reduction  of  the  rate  of  that  impost  by 
which  manufacturing  labor  and  capital  are  now  protected. 
At  the  end  of  ten  years,  when  the  whole  protection  is 
taken  away,  the  wages  of  labor  will  be  reduced  to  twenty 
per  cent,  of  its  present  amount.  What  a  consummation 
of  what  a  scheme! 

Those  in  the  West,  who  have  heretofore  supported  our 
great  system  of  encouragement  and  protection,  and  who 
now  support  this  measure,  so  fitted  for  the  destruction  of 
that  system,  will,  I  do  not  say  with  what  feelings,  hereaf- 
ter meet  some  of  our  working  men,  who,  driven  out  from 
their  present  life  of  toil  and  contentment,  mav  migrate 
from  the  East  to  purchase  and  people  their  lands  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio.  The  rich  capitalists  of  the  East,  who 
have  advised,  if  any  of  them  have  advised  this  measure, 
will  employ  those  who  cannot  migrate.  They  must,  at 
last,  by  the  progress  of  this  measure,  be  compelled  to 
work  for  twenty  per  cent,  only  of  their  present  wages; 
because  that  measure  will  finally  take  away  all  but  twen- 
ty per  cent,  from  the  protection  of  the  manufacturer.  He 
who  now  earns  a  dollar  a  day,  must  then  work  for  twenty 
cents;  he  who  now  g^ts  seventy-five  will  be  glad  to  ob- 
tain fifteen;  and  he  who  now  makes  out  to  feed  his  family 
for  fifty  cents  a  day,  must  then  toil  hard,  and  struggle  to 
keep  them  from  starving,  with  ten. 

Southern  men,  for  whose  especial  gratification  this  ar- 
rangement has  been  made,  will  be  enabled  by  it  to  see 
what  they  have  long  desired,  but  never  expected  to  see — 
what  they  have  long  demanded  of  us  to  give  them — the 
delightful  vision:  they  will  see  free  white  woricing  men 
in  the  free  States  laboring  for  as  low,  op  a  lower  rate  of 
wages,  than  the  daily  amount  earned  by  their  own  staves. 

Besides  all  those  men  now  employed  in  agricultural, 
mechanic,  and  manufacturing  labor,  there  are  also  in 
those  States  many  thousands  engaged  in  building  ships 
and  various  craft  for  water  transportation,  or  in  building 
workshops,  mills,  stores,  warehouses,  and  mansions  for 
human  residence.  Others  are  engaged  in  the  labors  of 
the  forests;  others,  in  the  fisheries;  others,  in  tran<)porta- 
tion  by  land,  or  in  navigation  on  canals,  rivers,  lakes,  or 
coastwise  from  port  to  port,  in  moving  all  the  commerce 
among  the  several  States;  or  in  that  navigation  which  car- 
ries out  to  other  countries,  and  brings  home  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  whole  nation.  The  labors  of  those 
men  are  more  directly  and  efficiently  encouraged  and 
protected  by  that  great  system  of  laws  and  policy  which 
was  begun  with  our  present  form  of  Government,  and  has 
been  continued  up  to  this  very  moment;  but  is  now,  in 
principle,  abandoned  in  relation  to  all  American  free  la- 
bor, though;  in  fact,  the  provisions  of  this  bill  do,  at  this 
time,  surrender  encouragement  and  protection  in  respect 
only  to  the  free  farming,  mechanic,  and  manufacturing 
labor  of  those  States  which,  until  yesterday,  would,  in 
this  hall,  have  stood  against  a  world  in  defence  of  that 
encouragement  and  protection.  Notwithstanding  this, 
sir,  the  same  feeble  and  submissive  souls,  which  shall  to- 
day surrender  to  the  menace  of  the  South  all  protection 
of  the /free  people  who  toil  in  your  fields,  your  work- 
shops, and  your  factories,  those  souls  wilt,  if  they  should 
be  here,  themselves,  at  any  time  hereafter,  they  will  be 
ready,  if  a  few  owners  of  slaves  should  look  large,  and 
bluster,  and  speak  long,  loud  words  at  them,  they  will  be 
ready  to  earn  their  own  safety  by  a  surrender  of  all  that 
protection  now  given  by  your  laws  to  those  brave  and 
hardy  men  who  labor  in  your  fisheries,  your  internal, 
your  coasting,  and  foreign  navigation.  Nay,  sir,  when- 
ever the  owners  of  slaves  in  two  States  shall  threaten  the 
Union,  as  those  of  one  now  do,  the  spirit,  should  such  a 
spirit  now  live  here,  in  this  hall,  which  shall,  to-day,  at 
the  threat  of  that  one  only,  give  up  the  protection  of  a 
million  and  a  half  of  freemen,  working  on  the  land,  will 
abandon  all  protection  of  those  gallant  men  who  work 


your  navy  on  the  ocean.  They  will,  at  the  crack  of  the 
Kinie  vrhip,  pull  down  your  stars  and  stripes,  haul  up  and 
dismantle  your  ships;  and  as  they  have  surrendered  your 
labor  on  the  land,  for  the  benefit  of  free  trade  with  fo- 
reign nations,  they  will  surrender  the  protection  of  your 
labor  on  the  ocean,  for  that  degrading  security  to  your 
commerce,  which  may  be  begged,  or  bought,  or  bor- 
rowed, or  otherwise  obtained,  under  the  flag  of  those 
nations. 

Sir,  I  have  said,  at  the  menace  of  the  owners  of  slaves. 
Is  it  not  so?  Not  more  than  four  thousand  five  hundred 
men,  owning  slaves,  in  seven  Southern  States,  and  which 
are  employed  in  growing  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  now 
call  for  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  demand  the  sur- 
render of  that  of  your  system  which  now  encourages  and 
protects  the  labor  of  one  million  seven  hundred  and  fif- 
teen thousand  men,  working  in  your  fields,  factories,  ma- 
chine and  other  shops;  using  three  hundred  and  twelve 
millions  of  mechanic  and  manufacturing,  and  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  millions  of  a^icultoral  capital;  pro- 
ducing one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  manufactured 
fabrics,  and  more  than  two  hundred  millions  of  agricultu- 
ral products,  and  feeding,  clothing,  sheltering,  lodging, 
and  educating  ther  own  and  the  families  of  their  em- 
ployers; in  all,  not  less  than  seven  or  eight  millions  of 
people.  For  what  cause  do  these  men  of  the  South  de- 
mand the  overthrow  of  this  system,  the  surrender  of  this 
protection  of  this  free  labor?  They  have  told  you,  again 
and  again,  for  the  last  six  years,  on  this  floor.  It  is  re- 
corded in  their  speeches  so  often,  and  with  so  many 
threats  pronounced  in  this  House  and  in  the  hearing  of 
this  nation.  The  labor  of  their  slaves  is  worth  to  them, 
as  they  have  so  often  averred,  and  with  so  many  solemni- 
ties— IS  worth  to  them  but  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  day; 
while  our  system  of  protection,  as  they  also  aver,  secures 
to  each  free  white  working  man,  in  the  whole  labor  of  the 
free  States,  not  less  than  fifty  cents  a  day.  They  do, 
therefore,  demand  this  surrender,  and  this  bill  provides 
for  the  surrender  of  that  protection;  and  we  are  now 
called  on  to  vote  for  the  enactment  of  that  surrender;  and 
all  who  this  day  shall,  by  their  votes,  secure  that  enact- 
ment, must,  and  will  do  so,  that  they  may  thereby  effect 
this  reduction  in  the  wages  of  all  this  free  labor;  bring 
down  the  market  value  of  all  such  labor  to  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  a  day,  and  place  the  freeman  of  the  North  on 
a  level  with  the  slave  of  the  South. 

Can  we,  at  such  a  call,  and  for  such  a  purpose,  extir- 
pate and  destroy  the  g^eat  principle  of  our  national  vi- 
tality; the  whole  abundantly  productive  power  of  our 
country?  Of  such  a  country  too — given  to  our  fathers  by 
God  himself,  who  has  hitherto  enabled  us  to  defend,  and 
preserve,  and  sustain  that  country,  under  a  system  of 
wholesome  legislation,  in  a  condition  of  progressive  pros- 
perity. Dare  we,  for  a  cause  like  this,  to  enect  purposes 
like  these,  give  to  our  congressional  enactments  a  charac- 
ter so  adversary  to  the  hopes  of  man,  and  to  the  benefi- 
cence of  the  Creator?  What  is  there  in  the  treasures  of 
divine  munificence  which  we,  as  a  people,  shall  not 
liave  set  at  naught,  when  we  have  thus  sported  with  and 
thrown  away  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  now  so  abundantly 
enjoyed  by  this  nation? 

Sir,  this  measure  not  only  abandons  protection,  both  in 
fiict  and  in  principle,  but,  departing  from  all  other  pur- 
poses of  all  other  impost  laws,  it  ultimately  establishes  a 
system  of  national  taxation.  It  is  not  a  tax  according  to 
property,  where  those  who  have  most  to  be  defended  by 
the  laws  shall  pay  most  for  that  defence.  It  is  not  a  tax 
upon  income,  where  those  whose  wealth  shall  give  them 
most  to  enjoy,  pay  the  most  for  their  enjoyments.  In 
luxuries,  the  poor,  or  the  labor  of  the  nation,  cannot  in- 
dulge; but  this  is  not  a  tax  on  luxuries.  It  lays  an  equal 
ad  valorem  burden  on  the  necessaries  of  the  humble  and 
industrious,  and  on  the  luxuries  of  the  wealthy  and  indo- 
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lent.  The  master  of  a  thousand  slavea  pays  no  higher  tax 
on  tea,  coffee,  or  sugar,  the  necessaries  of  free  labor,  than 
must  be  paid  by  that  labor  itself. 

Besides,  sir,  those  who  have  hurried  this  measure  into 
this  House  have  never  looked  into  the  various  parts  of  our 
country,  to  discover  and  ascertain  what  the  people,  in  the 
different  parts  of  it,  from  habits  of  life,  and  from  trade 
and  employments,  consume  of  imported  commodities  for 
food  and  drink,  for  clothing  and  dress,  for  household  fur- 
niture, for  instruments  of  labor,  and  in  raw  materials  work- 
ed up  in  their  various  labors  of  production .  Without  this 
survey,  who  can  tell  what  East  or  West,  North  or  South, 
will  pay  under  this  new  assessment  of  taxes  to  be  made 
by  us  in  one  or  two  hours  of  the  darkness  of  last  night, 
and  one  other  of  the  daylight  of  this  morning,  and  which 
is  to  last  for  ten  years,  and  not  to  be  altered  hereafter  by 
any  discriminating  amendment,  lightening  its  burdens  by 
equalizing  its  exactions^ 

Sir,  I  assert  it  here  in  my  place,  before  the  American 
people,  and  before  the  world,  that,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  measure,  New  England  will  pay  more  than  twice 
as  much  as  any  equal  number  of  people  in  any  section  of 
the  slaveholding  States  north  of  the  Potomac,  including 
the  State  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Lxtghbe]  who  brought 
this  measure  into  the  House.  If  any  one  deny  it,  I  chal- 
lenge him  to  the  examination.  The  proof  exists,  and  dili- 
gence and  time  can  produce  and  lay  the  facts  and  con* 
nrmation  before  this  House  and  the  nation. 

Sir,  this  inequality  of  taxation  and  payment  has  always 
existed  in  all  your  revenue  derived  from  impost.  It  had 
its  origin  in  the  habits,  labor,  and  employments  of  the 
Eastern  States.  Indeed,  the  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial States,  from  a  kind  of  necessity,  pay  more  than  their 
even  share  of  taxes,  according  to  their  population,  under 
any  system  of  impost  designed  both  for  revenue  and  for 
commercial  regulation.  This  inequality  has  been  pa- 
tiently endured  by  those  States,  because  those  laws  of 
revenue  and  commercial  regulation  were  a  system,  first, 
of  encouragement,  and,  eventually,  of  protection  for  the 
whole  labor  and  capital  of  the  country.  When  this  sys- 
tem should  have  effected  its  great  purpose,  that  is,  when 
the  supply  of  all  the  great  staple  necessaries  required  in 
our  market,  whether  of  agriculture  or  manufactured  pro- 
duction from  the  land,  labor,  and  capital  of  our  own  coun- 
try; when,  by  raising  the  rate  of  impost  duties  so  as  to 
effect  the  exclusion  of  all  those  staples  thus  abundantly 
supplied  by  domestic  industry,  then,  by  removing  all  im- 
post from  raw  materials  and  necessaries  for  the  food  of 
labor,  not  produced  at  home;  and,  last  of  all,  by  placing 
high,  but  not  prohibitory  impost  on  imported  luxuries  not 
produced  in  our  own  country,  our  revenue  would,  by 
such  a  system,  be  drawn  from  the  rich  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor;  and  taxes,  removed  from  labor,  would  fall  on  the 
property,  under  that  consumption  of  those  imported  luxu- 
ries which  their  wealth  would  enable  the  rich  to  enjoy. 
Labor,  released  from  taxation,  might  improve  its  own 
condition,  and,  with  a  home  market  secured  to  home  pro- 
duction, the  competition  of  domestic  labor  and  capital 
would  supply  that  market  at  the  cheapest  rate. 

Sir,  this  measure  does  forever  destroy  all  hope  of  per- 
fecting that  system,  and  reduces  our  impost  laws  to  a 
mere  scheme  of  taxation.  The  inequality  endured  while 
relief  was  ultimately  to  be  expected  by  the  perfection  of 
our  system;  that  hope  cannot  now  be  sustained  when  that 
expectation  is  forever  taken  away  by  the  destruction  of 
that  system.  Look  back  to  the  time  when  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia  were  their  own 
navigators  and  merchants.  From  1800  to  1810,  these 
States  had  not  abandoned  navigation  and  commerce,  as 
they  now  have,  for  the  more  profitable  vocations  of  grow- 
ing cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco.  They  then  imported  all 
the  foreign  commodities  consumed  by  their  population, 
and  the  custom-house  record  will  exhibit  a  correct  rale  | 


roll  of  their  taxation.  This,  too,  was  then  the  fact,  as  it  is 
now,  with  New  England,  Look  at  the  population,  and 
the  payment  made  in  those  years  by  those  States,  and  by 
New  England.  By  the  census  of  1800,  the  population  of 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
was  1,871,529. 

In  the  ten  years  from  1800  to  1810,  inclusive,  they  paid 
$25,712,752  35. 

By  the  same  census,  the  population  of  New  England 
was  1,854,011. 

In  the  ten  years  from  1800  to  1810,  inclusive.  New  Eng- 
land paid  $32,732,576  88. 

Each  person  in  those  four  States  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  paid  $8  35  in 
the  whole  ten  years;  or  83  cents  and  SO  mills  a  head  per 
annum. 

At  the  same  time,  in  New  England,  each  person  paid 
$17  65  in  the  ten  years,  or  $1  76  and  50  mills  a  head  per 
annum. 

Under  that  census,  the  population  of  South  Carolina 
was  345,541;  and  that  State  paid,  in  that  ten  years, 
$6,732,576  88,  being  $18  13  paid  by  each  person  in  the 
whole  ten  years,  or  $1  81  and  30  mills  a  head  per  annum. 

By  tlie  same  census,  the  population  of  Rhode  Island  was 
68,122,  and  that  State  paid,  in  that  ten  years,  $2,630,386 
36  cents,  being  $49  93  paid  by  each  person  in  the  whole 
ten  years,  or  $4  99  and  30  mills  a  head  per  annum. 

Sir,  this  inequality  of  payment  has  gradually  increased, 
year  after  year,  ever  since  1810,  because  those  very  causes 
which  then  produced  that  inequality  have,  ever  since  that 
time,  been  increasing.    It  was  then  the  character  of  New 
England  being  more  navigating,  commercial,  and  manu- 
facturing, and  that  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,    South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia  being  more  agricultural  and  plant- 
ing, which  created  this  diflference  in  the  consumption  of 
foreign  commodities,  and  this  consequent  inequality  in 
the  payment  of  taxes  assessed  upon  such  commodities  by 
impost.    These  characteristics  of  New  England  have,  in 
the  last  twenty-three  years,  increased,  and  now  have  be<f 
come  established,  while  those  States  of  the  South  have, 
during  that  time,  almost  entirely  abandoned  all  commerce 
and  navigation,  and,  allured  by  the  high  profits  of  cotton, 
rice,  and  tobacco,  become  exclumvely  planting  States.  So 
^reat  is  that  inequality  of  taxation  ana  payment,  at  tliis 
time,  that  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  Rhode  Island,  with  a 
population  of  not  quite  100,000  persons,  under  the  last 
census,  paid  more  into  the  treasury  the  last  year  than 
South  Carolina  with  a  population  of  more  than  500,000 
persons;  and  Massachusetts,  during  the  same  time,  paid 
a  greater  amount  than  all  the  seven  States  south  of  the 
Potomac.     Nay  more,  sir;  if  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  LsTGHKB,]  who  introduced  this  measure  into 
this  House,  will  undertake  the  examination  of  our  taxes, 
and  the  payment  of  them,  both  now  and  he^afier,  under 
his  measure,  I  will  add  that  State  to  those  south  of  that 
river,  since  he  has  now  united  it  to  them  in  tlieir  hostility 
to  our  great  and  glorious  system  of  encouragement  and 
protection. 

Sir,  this  measure,  as  a  scheme  of  taxation,  will  ulti- 
mately be,  of  all  others,  the  most  unequal  and  oppressive 
in  its  exactions  on  the  people  of  the  navigating,  commer^ 
cial,  and  manufacturing  States;  and  those  men  of  those 
States  who  have,  if  any  of  them  have,  united  with  the 
West  and  the  South  in  can-ying  it  into  a  law  for  the  next 
ten  years,  will,  I  hope  in  God,  see  their  error,  and  that 
they  will,  before  the  provisions  of  this  law  shall  have  ena- 
bled a  few  men  of  enormous  capital  in  our  country  to  ruin 
all  manufacturers  of  middling  interest,  and  to  reduce  the 
wages  of  free  labor  to  their  proposed  minimum  of  twenty 
per  cent,  of  the  present  amount — they  will,  I  hope,  unite 
with  those  who  this  day,  at  every  hazard,  and  at  every 
sacrifice,  oppose  this  measure;  so  that,  all  together,  they 
may,  with  us,  oppose  a  mound  to  the  current  of  that  ruia 
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which  otherwise  most  overwhelm  and  sweep  away  the 
interests,  the  prosperity,  and  the  glory  of  our  country. 

Trust  not,  my  countrymen,  in  the  relentings  of  your 
adversaries.     Hope  not,  as  by  those  who  were  once  your 
friends  you  are  told  to  hope,  that,  if  this  day  you  will 
prostrate  yourselves  before  the  proud  and  angry  foes  of 
your  prosperity,  and  permit  them  to  set  their  feet  upon 
your  necks,  the  gratifying  submission  will  appease  their 
wrath,  and  they  will,  in  some  six  or  seven  years,  permit 
you,  in  some  of  their  moments  of  good  feeling,  should 
such  moments  ever  come,  and  you  beg  submissively,  they 
will  permit  you  to  slip  your  heads  out,  to  get  up,  shake 
off  the  dirt  of  your  humiliation,  stand  on  your  own  legs, 
and  go  about  your  work  again.  Hope  not  for  this.  These 
men  have  not  toiled  seven  years  against  you;  set  the  whole 
South,  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  a  blaze 
of  animosity  against  your  S3rstem;  arrayed  one  State  in  all 
the  preparations  of  battle;  called  every  other  State  to  join 
their  league,  and  to  send  their  Spartan  warriors  to  the 
field,  with  each  his  due  number  of  Helots;  they  have  not 
done  all  this  to  win  the  victory  of  this  day,  to  secure  their 
triumph,  and  your  defeat  and  vassalage,  that  they  might, 
when  they  had  thus  reduced  you  to  ruin,  rwse  you  up 
again,  and  replace  you  in  your  former  prosperity.  If  you 
now  disregard  your  own  g^eat  interests,  the  preservation 
of  your  labor,  your  fields,  your  factories,  your  workshops, 
your  homes,  your  firesides,  your  wives,  and  your  children; 
if  you  surrender  all  these,  and,  without  a  blow  given,  or  a 
blow  received,  throw  down  your  arms,  prostrate  your- 
selves at  the  foot  of  the  foe,  and  give  up  all  to  his  mercy, 
remember,  if  the  brave  love  the  brave,  he  will  despise 
the  coward;  that  foe  will  spurn  you  with  contempt  when 
you  fall  in  the  dust  before  him,  and,  looking  on  you  as 
less  worthy  of  the  rights  of  freemen  than  the  slaves  which 
brush  his  boots  or  drive  his  horses,  he  will  forever  hold 
you  down  to  the  prostrate  condition  where  you  have,  by 
your  own  submission,  placed  yourselves. 

Do  not,  my  beloved  countrymen,  hope  from  your  ad- 
versary, if  you  make  this  8ubmi.«ision;  do  not,  I  implore 
of  you,  hope  from  him  what  his  contempt  for  you,  his 
regtird  for  his  own  interest,  and  his  unconquerable  at- 
tachment to  his  own  honor,  must  forever  compel  him  to 
refuse. 

If  you  surrender  to-day,  you  will  never  be  brought 
back  from  your  inglorious  captivity  until  redeemed  by 
those  whom,  if  you  submit,  you  now  desert;  those  who, 
in  this  hour  of  peril  for  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  our 
country,  dare  to  stand  up  in  this  hall,  and  before  this  na- 
tion, in  defence  of  the  rights  of  those  men  of  industry  and 
perseverance,  the  great  working  community  of  our  nation, 
the  whole  free  family  of  toil  and  diligence,  in  every  State 
in  this  Union:  ay,  sir,  men  whose  labors,  in  peace,  have 
.earned  for  us  that  prosperity,  and  whose  bravery,  in  war, 
both  by  flood  and  field,  has  achieved  and  secured  that 
glory. 

Sir^  indulge  to  me  a  few  words  concerning  the  cause 
which  has  brought  this  measure  into  this  House,  and 
which,  with  a  kind  of  convulsive  hurry,  is  now  rushing 
on  with  it  through  all  the  forms  of  legislation.  I  will  then 
be  silent,  and,  as  Socrates  did,  drink  the  hemlock;  first 
of  all  imploring  God  to  turn  away  from  our  country  the 
evils  and  miseries  prepared  for  it  by  this  measure.  If, 
for  this  act  of  outrage  against  our  own  prosperity,  this 
trampling  under  foot  the  munificence  of  Heaven,  the  cur- 
rent of  divine  vengeance  must  be  turned  upon  us,  may 
its  consuming  stream  not  reach  those  who  have  been  de- 
luded and  deceived,  or  who  may  be  ruined  by  the  enact- 
ment of  this  day;  but  if  it  reach  any,  may  this  retribution 
net  pass  over,  and  go  beyond  those  who  have  brought 
this  delusion,  this  ruinous  deception  upon  our  country. 

Sir,  within  our  walls  there  is  no  practised  or  meditated 
artifice,  no  stratagem  of  legislation,  intended  to  deceive. 
Vfe  sit  here,  I  trust,  and  am  persuaded,  in  our  deliberative 


halls,  surrounded  with  an  atmosphere  of  purity,  and 
breathing  the  very  air  of  patriotism.  Beyond  their  pre- 
cincts, in  our  lobbies,  and  elsewhere,  it  may  not  be  so.  It 
cannot  be  concealed  that  a  ^eat  mart  is  frequently  open 
in  the  neighborhood,  a  political  bazaar,  where  not  only 
pigeons  are  bought  and  sold,  but  where  high  offices,  dis- 
tinguished honors,  and  heavy  emoluments  may  come  upon 
the  counter.  May  that  purifying  spirit,  with  the  same 
hallowed  hand  which  once  overthrew  their  tables,  and 
scourged  out  of  the  sanctuary  of  religion  those  who  had 
rendered  that  consecrated  place  a  den  of  base  traffic, 
may  His  spirit  forever  expel  and  exclude  from  these  halls 
of  legislation,  which  have  come  from  our  predecessors, 
to  our  occupation,  pure  and  uncontaminated;  yes,  sir, 
exclude  those  political  dealers  in  men  and  measures, 
who  trade  in  great  public  Interests  and  great  public 
officers,  with  the  same  facility,  that  more  humble,  per- 
haps more  honest  men  deal  in  corn  and  cattle,  lands  and 
merchandise. 

Sir,  had  this  measure  been  thrust  into  this  House  by 
those  proud  and  ang^  adversaries  from  the  South,  those 
men  with  whom  we  have  so  long  been  engaged  in  flagrant, 
And,  as  I  trust,  honest  warfare;  had  they  attempted  to 
overthrow  us  by  their  overwhelming  power,  we  should 
have  known  how  to  meet  them;  and  our  victory  would 
have  been  honorable,  could  we  have  achieved  it;  nor  had 
our  fall  been  inglorious,  if  defeated.  Here,  in  this  con- 
troversy, if  we  succeed,  we  succeed  against  our  friends; 
if  we  fall,  we  perish  under  weapons  drawn  against  us  by 
our  own  political  associates;  men  united  with  us  in  many 
a  hardly  contested  and  perilous  controversy — men,  whose 
names,  whose  deeds  have,  by  frequent  use,  become  our 
household  words;  <*nor  less  endeared  and  precious  to  our 
feelings  than  our  own  household  gods." 

When,  hereafter,  this  measure,  by  lis  consuming  enact- 
ment, shall  settle  down  on  all  the  free  States  of  our  coun- 
try, and,  tithe  afler  tithe,  take  away  the  protection  of  our 
labor,  and  the  pro<iperity  of  our  people;  and,  like  the 
lean  and  hungry  vision  of  the  Egyptian  monarch,  swallow- 
ing up,  year  after  year,  the  surplus  of  our  former  plenty; 
and  still  growing  more  and  more  gaunt  and  hungry:  then 
when  I  meet,  as  I  must  meet,  with  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  toil;  when  they,  men,  women,  and  children,  gather 
around  me,  and,  pate  with  overwork  and  scanty  food, 
g^rasp  my  hand,  and  in  the  agony  of  their  distress  implore 
of  me,  who  have  sometimes  been  to  them  the  messenger 
of  good  tidings,  to  tell  them  how  they,  or  their  fathers, 
have  offended  Heaven;  or  what,  or  who  has  brought 
upon  tliem  and  their  labors  this  wastine  ruin,  this  <*  pin- 
ing atrophy,''  this  living  death,  this  dying  life;  shall  I 
be  silent,  and  let  the  rocks  rebuke  my  apathy;  or  shall 
I  cover  over  truth,  and  hide  the  name  and  the  face 
of  hideous  deeds,  by  glosing  words,  or  fabricated  talesf 
and  earn,  by  this,  the  deep  damnation  merited  by  him 
who  pi*  Iters  in  his  speech,  and  che.its  the  ear  of  anxious 
and  imploring  wretchedness! 

Sir,  I  shall,  I  must,  I  cannot  but  say  to  them,  you  suf- 
fer not  for  your  own  or  your  father's  delinquency.  You 
have  been  put  in  the  market,  like  the  involuntary  labor 
of  those  fcgions  where  men  are  bought  and  sold.  You 
suffer  this  under  a  great  political  aiTangement;  not  from 
the  irresistible  power  of  men  always  adverse  to  the  pros- 
perity of  your  former  condition;  but  from  one  in  whom 
you  had  placed  your  hope  of  continual,  unyielding  assist- 
ance and  defence;  in  whose  hands  and  safe  keeping  ^'ou 
had  deposited  your  **  most  ancient  and  domestic"  rights 
and  interests;  your  treasurer,  with  whom  you  had  garner- 
ed up  whatever  of  all  things  earthly  you  would  make 
most  safe,  and  where,  as  you  believed,  good  faith  would 
live  on  earth  until  she  left  the  world.  A  man  whose 
friends  were  our  friends;  whose  adversaries  were  our 
foes;  for  whom  we  have  toiled,  and  labored,  and  travail- 
ed; our  star  in  the  west;  our  sun  in  the  storm;  our  bow 
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of  promise  in  the  tempests  of  our  times.  He  has  been 
the  hero  of  our  tales;  his  deeds  the  argument  of  our  dis- 
course; his  glory  the  song  of  our  festivals.  Whose, 
whose  name  was  ever  so  frequent  in  our  flowing  cups! 
Who,  like  him,  ever  sat  with  us  at  the  great  political  ta- 
ble! We  have  together  taken  salt  from  the  same  stand, 
bread  from  the  same  basket;  he  has,  with  us,  dipped  the 

Eolitical  sop  in  the  same  dish;  and  now  he  has  lined  up 
is  heel  against  us,  and  we  are  delivered  into  the  hancu 
of  our  adversaries.  These  adversaries  will  never  relent. 
Our  lovely  land  must  become  a  desolation.  The  labor 
and  wealth  of  the  East  must  migrate  to  purchase  and 
people  the  West.  This  is  our  only  hope:  There  may  be 
a  country  for  us  on  the  waters  of  the  j^eat  river.  Those 
men,  once  our  friends,  who  have  left  us  to  the  ruthless 
power  of  our  and  their  adversaries,  may  then  meet  us 
with  the  hand  of  kindness;  and  the  father  of  tlie  elder 
American  system,  havinr  parted  with  that  to  the  States 
of  the  South,  may  thus  have  provided  for  the  birth  of  a 
younger  son,  which  those  States  may  never  be  able  to 
obtain. 

Mr.  JENIFER,  of  Maryland,  said  that  nothing  but  ne- 
cessity could  induce  him  ever  to  differ  from  his  honorable 
friend  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Buiioxs,]  young  and  in- 
experienced as  he  was,  in  comparison  to  that  venerable 
and  high-minded  gentleman.  But  he  could  not  sit  and 
hear  what  he  must  denominate  calumnious  charges, 
brought  against  an  illustrious  and  honorable  individual,  to 
whose  course  the  gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  allude. 
Mr.  J.  should  regret  to  the  latest  day  of  his  life  doing  any 
thing  to  mar  the  harmony  which  seemed  so  happily  about  to 
prevail  in  that  hall.  But,  believing  that  the  individual 
referred  to  would  be  more  immortalized  by  the  very  act 
which  the  gentleman  had  vilified,  than  by  any  other  pub- 
lic act  of  his  bright  and  useful  career,  he  was  unable  to 
remain  in  silence.  Out  of  a  regard  to  peace,  and  from 
a  respect  to  his  venerable  friend,  he  would  forbear  to  ut- 
ter all  that  he  felt  at  that  moment.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
as  a  personal,  warm,  and  devoted  friend  of  the  individual 
assailed,  he  would  not  hear  him  charged  with  infamy  with- 
out rising  in  his  place  to  repel  the  cruel  and  unmerited 
slander. 

Mr.  FOSTER  said  he  did  not  belong  to  <<  the  trading 
community"  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
[Mr.  BuBGxs]  had  spoken.  He  had  broken  no  bargains; 
be  had  made  none;  and  he  had  therefore  nothing  to  say  in 
reply  to  tlie  two  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him. 

But  Mr.  F.  rose  to  make  an  explanation,  lest  there 
should  appear  some  inconsistency  in  the  vote  he  was 
about  to  give.  He  had,  last  night,  moved  to  strike  from 
the  bill  a  clause  which  he  then  considered  unconstitu- 
tional; but  his  motion  was  lost.  Had  he  remained  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  clause  would  compel  him  now  to  vote 
against  the  whole  bill;  but,  on  further  examination,  he 
was  satisfied  he  was  mistaken.  He  had  supposed  that 
the  valuation  of  goods,  on  which  the  assessment  of  duties 
was  to  be  made  after  1842,  was  to  be  regulated  by  the 
existing  laws:  and  under  our  present  system  of  appraise- 
ments, there  would  inevitably  be  different  rates  or  duties, 
not  only  in  the  ports  of  different  States,  but  in  the  differ- 
ent ports  of  the  same  State;  thus  destroying  that  unifor- 
mity required  by  the  constitution.  But  on  a  more  atten- 
tive perusal,  Mr.  F.  found  that  the  bill  provided  merelv 
for  the  assessment  of  the  duties  on  the  home  value,  as  it 
is  called,  leaving  the  regulations  under  which  that  assess- 
ment shall  be  made,  to  be  hereafter  prescribed  by  law. 
This,  then,  removed  the  constitutional  obiection.  He, 
however,  was  convinced,  that  whenever  this  system  of 
home  valuation  was  attempted,  it  would  be  found  im- 
practicable. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  other  objections  which  he  would 
take  tlic  occasion  to  suggest.  He  considered  the  reduc- 
tion too  blow,  and  the  period  for  ai'riving  at  the  revenue 


point  too  distant.  He  feared,  also,  that  in  the  interven- 
ing time,  by  reason  of  the  reduction  being  so  gradusJ, 
there  would  be  a  large  accumulation  of  surplus  revenue 
in  the  treasury,  the  scramble  for  which  was  easily  fore« 
seen;  and  the  corrupting  tendency  of  which  must  be  ob- 
vious to  all. 

Mr.  F.  also  protested  against  the  pledge  which  seemed 
to  be  contained  in  that  part  of  the  bill  which  provide* 
that  **  the  duties,  as  modified  by  this  act,  shall  remain 
and  continue  to  be  collected"  until  June,  1842.  We  had 
no  power  to  bind  our  successors,  and  &lr.  F.  would  not 
bind  his  constituents,  or  even  himself,  by  any  such  en- 
gagement as  that  which  is  alleged  to  be  thus  implied.  He 
had  great  difficulty  in  bringing  his  mind  to  the  conclusion 
to  vote  for  the  bill,  and  he  voted  for  it  solely  upon  the 
ground  of  an  adjustment  of  the  agitating  and  distracting 
question  which  had  brought  this  Union  to  the  verge  of 
dissolution.  As  a  compromise,  he  considered  it  far  short 
of  what  the  South  was  entitled  to;  but  he  was  prepared 
to  concede  much;  to  make  a  willing  sacrifice  to  preserve 
the  union  of  these  States,  and  to  restore  peace  and  har- 
mony to  the  country.  He  had  therefore  expressed  the 
opinion  that  this  object  could  only  be  effected  by  a  spirit 
of  mutual  conciliation  and  concession,  and  it  was  by  this 
spirit  that  he  was  now  actuated.  In  pursuing  this  course, 
he  had  no  doubt  he  represented  truly  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  his  high-minded  and  patriotic  constituents;  but 
he  had  no  authority  to  pledge  them  to  any  future  course 
of  measures,  nor  would  he  do  it.  This  bill  he  regarded 
as  an  experiment;  and  if,  in  its  operation,  it  should  be 
found  to  be  defective,  it  will  be  subject,  like  all  other 
laws,  to  repeal  or  modification. 

Mr.  DENNY  said  that  be  owed  thanks  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  for  the  frank  and  candid  expression  of 
the  sentiments  which  he  had  now  ^ven  to  the  House.    It 
now  appeared  that  this  bill  was  considered  by  the  South 
as  a  mere  experiment,  which  might  or  might  not  prove 
satisfactory  on  trial.     And  was  that  House  to  experiment 
on  the  livelihood  of  millions  of  men?     Were  they  to  be 
driven  into  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  by  a  faction  ex- 
isting in  a  single  SUte?    A  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
whom  it  would  not  be  parliamentary  to  name,  bad,  out  of 
benevolent  feeling,  proposed  the  present  bill  as  a  com- 
promise of  the  existing  duties  between  the  North  and  the 
South.    But  did  gentlemen  from  the  South  say  that  they 
would  accept  the  bill  as  a  compromise?   Not  at  all.     The 
House  had  just  heard  one  of  those  gentlemen  declare  that 
he  considered  the  proposition  as  a  mere  experiment.  Had 
it  been  demonstrated  to  the  House  that  the  South  would 
accept  the  bill,  and  would  rest  satisfied  with  it?    It  had 
not.     Let  the  House  pass  this  bill,  and  next  year  the 
Southern  interest  would  come  up  and  drive  the  House 
from  its  position.     Once  give  them  the  power,  and  every 
thing  like  compromise  would  depart  forever.     The  State 
which  Mr.  D.  represented  was  to  be  the  chief  sufferer  in 
this  arrangement:  it  was  sentenced  to  die.    But  was  it 
certain  that  they  should  perish  by  so  slow  ft  death  as  this 
bill  had  provided  for  them?    Was  the  Kentucky  gentle- 
man able  to  restrain  and  hold  down  the  fiery  spirits  of  the 
South?    When  they  came  to  press  tiie  advocates  of  Ame- 
rican industry  to  the  wall,  would  it  be  in  the  power  of 
that  gentleman  to  hold  back  their  fury,  and  rescue  the 
manufacturing  interest  from  their  remorseless  blow?    He 
believed  not.  The  bill  did  nothing  more  than  to  hold  out 
to  foreigners  all  that  protection  and  encouragement  which 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  our  own  citizens.    If  the  object 
was  to  compromise  with  foreigners,  the  British  themselves 
could  propose  no  better  terms  to  advance  and  secure  their 
own  prosperity.     They  would  willingly  take  this  bill,  be- 
cause they  would  see  in  it  the  slow,  but  certain  death  of 
the  manufactures  of  our  country.     Its  provisions  would 
give  vitality  and  strength  to  their  own  industry;  it  wotild 
diminish  the  members  in  their  pauper  houses;  it  would 
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make  paupers  in  this  country,  hv  feeding^  the  paupers  of  tleman  with  whom  he  had  associated  himself.    He  had. 


Great  Britain.  The  friends  of  the  protective  system  had 
little  expected  such  a  blow  from  the  quarter  from  whence 
it  came.  From  the  hand  of  their  avowed  opponents  they 
mig>ht  have  been  prepared  to  meet  it  If  it  came  from 
them,  however  it  might  prostrate  the  best  Interests  of  the 
country,  it  might  be  better  borne;  but  it  came  with  add- 
ed force  from  the  hand  of  one  who  had  been  himself  the 
strongest  advocate  of  the  system.  The  American  people 
had  not  looked  for  any  thing  like  this.  They  knew  tnat 
a  bill  to  reduce  the  tariif  had  just  passed,  and  they  were 
willing  to  wait  another  year  to  see  what  the  effect  of  that 
bill  would  be;  but  this  was  not  permitted  them.  They 
must  here  take  their  leave  of  the  protecting  policy.  Its 
knell  sounded  in  this  bill,  and  he  had  only  to  regret  that 
the  task  had  not  fallen  to  abler  hands  of  pronouncing  its 
funeral  oration.  The  system  of  internal  improvement  was 
also  to  be  murdered;  and  where  the  devastation  was  to 
atop,  who  could  tell?  But  one  consolatien  still  remained. 
The  country  had  its  own  relief  in  its  own  hands.  Free> 
men  were  not  bound,  like  slaves,  to  work  upon  a  planta- 
tion all  their  lives,  while  their  masters  disposed  of  them 
according  to  their  pleasure. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  should  have  liked  a  greater  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  views  of  this  measurei  but  no  time  was 
allowed.  The  session  was  expiring,  and  the  bill  must  be 
passed.  The  manu&ctur^rs  must  be  sacrificed  without 
even  knowing  for  whose  benefit  it  was  to  be  done.  One 
gentleman  said  that  he  took  the  bill  as  offering  the  best 
terms  he  could  get  at  present;  but  that  he  did  not  hold 
himself  bound,  by  so  doing,  not  to  endeavor  to  get  terms 
still  better  hereafter.  There  was  one  provision  in  this 
bill  which  ought  to  alarm  every  man  that  was  interested 
in  the  American  system .  It  proposed  eventually  to  equal- 
ize all  duties,  reducing  them  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem. Here  was  deception  on  the  very  face  of  the  bill. 
All  ad  valorem  duties  were  necessarily  deceptive.  A  spe- 
cific duty  was  known;  every  body  knew,  at  once,  what 
they  had  to  pay;  but  ad  valorem  duties  varied  continually. 
The  bill  laid  a  twenty  per  cent  duty  on  articles  of  all 
sorts.  All  sorts  of  mechanical  work  were  to  be  brought 
down  to  twenty  per  cent,  while  some  of  them  were  pro- 
duced by  machmery,  and  others  not.  The  same  ma- 
chinery worked  as  well  here  as  it  did  in  Europe,  and  our 
mechanics  worked  at  as  cheap  a  rate;  but  to  meet  the 
European,  they  must  work  on  half  wages,  because  the  fo- 
reign operative  obtained  half  his  living  from  the  parish. 

Where  was  the  discrimination  under  such  a  bill?  The 
owner  of  a  cotton  mill,  with  his  power  looms,  was  to  have 
a  protection  of  twenty  per  cent,  while  the  poor  weaver 
who  sat,  from  day  to  day,  toiling  at  a  hand  loom,  obtained 
no  more.  In  England,  such  a  man  obtained  the  residue 
of  his  living  out  of  the  parish.  Was  this  pauper  system 
of  England  to  be  combined  with  the  slave  system  of  South 
Carohna,  apinst  the  free  labor  of  the  United  States? 
Must  American  industry  be  thus  nullified?  Must  the  ma- 
nufacturers submit,  and  see  all  their  workshops  closed 
within  ten  years?  Could  it  be  expected  that,  with  such  a 
prospect  before  tliem,  those  who  now  contemplated  in- 
vesting their  capital  would  continue  such  a  purpose?  It 
could  not.  The  moment  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  an- 
nounced, the  whole  manufacturing  enterprise  of  the  coun- 
try, would  at  once  be  paralyzed.  The  emulation  would 
be,  who  should  wind  up  their  affairs  the  soonest  As  one 
fiictory  went  down  after  another,  the  monopoly  would 
increase,  from  year  to  year,  until,  at  length,  a  few  over- 
grown establishments  would  be  left  standing  in  solitary 
opulence,  melancholy  monuments  in  the  wide-spread  ruin. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that  he  rose  to  perform  a  sacred  duty 
to  ft  friend  who  had  been  wantonly  and  maliciously  slan- 
dered on  tlie  floor  of  that  House.  Whatever  the  past 
course  of  that  individual  might  deserve,  in  the  way  of 
chastisement,  he  had  most  richly  received  from  the  gen 
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however,  the  least  reason  of  all  to  expect  that  among  hia 
bitterest  assailants  should  be  thofe  for  whom  he  had  sacri- 
ficed himself.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  proud  patriotism 
from  which  he  had  been  led  to  choose  a  course  that  threw 
him  into  political  association  with  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  and  his  friends,  he  would,  at  this  day,  have 
presided  over  the  nation.  When  he  had  joined  these  new 
friends,  Mr.  D.  had  thought  he  did  wrong,  especially  in 
disobeying  the  expressed  will  of  his  own  State;  but  time 
had  provM  the  truth  of  all  he  had  predicted,  and  the  vote 
he  gave  had  been  justified  by  the  people  of  the  Umted 
States.  Those  who  condemned  him  at  the  time,  had  since 
been  the  loudest  in  his  praise.  As  for  himself,  he  owned 
that  he  had  seen  his  error,  and  so  had  many  more.  The 
present  was  not  the  first  time  that  individual  had  saved 
the  nation  from  destruction.  And  what  was  his  crime 
now?  He  had  saved  the  nation  from  the  horrors  of  blood 
and  slaughter — from  all  the  ruthless  cruelties  of  civil  war. 
This  was  his  offence.  He  was  charged  with  a  coalition. 
Tt  was  not  the  first  that  had  been  laid  to  the  charge  of  that 
distinguished  man.  And  whence  had  all  his  sufferings 
proceeded?  From  a  coalition  with  that  gentleman  and  his 

Colitical  associates.  But  did  the  gentleman  expect  that, 
ecause  he  had  acted  with  them  for  a  time,  he  must  go 
with  him  to  destroy  the  principles  of  this  Government? 
He  would  find  himself  mistaken.  It  was  possible  for  the 
wisest  and  the  most  faithful  sometimes  to  wander  from 
the  correct  track,  but,  the  first  moment  an  opportunity 
presented  itself,  he  would  return.  Mr.  D.  would  ever 
be  for  treating  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  indul- 
gence a  man  who  had  been  an  original  democrat.  It  had 
been  twice  proved  that  he  acted  properly  in  the  vote  he 
had  given.  The  South  had  seen  and  owned  it  And  what 
were  they  now  told?  That  the  whole  slave  labor  of  the 
southern  section  of  the  Union  was  to  be  united  against  the 
free  white  labor  of  the  Northern  States.  Did  the  £^ntle- 
man  suppose  that  there  were  no  poor  white  laboring  peo- 
ple in  the  Southern  States?  There  were  as  many  as  at  the 
North,  at  least  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  Mr.  D. 
lived.  How  many  were  there  in  poor  little  Rhode  Island, 
a  State  that  a  man  might  put  into  his  breeches  pocket? 
The  House  had  been  told  that  cattle  were  fed  with  fish 
in  Rhode  Island.  And  what  then  did  the  people  con- 
sume? Would  one  man  eat  as  much  as  two  or  three  cows? 
He  presumed  not.  The  gentleman  had  been  telling  the 
House  what  Rhode  Island  paid  for  five,  six,  or  seven 
years  past,  for  the  support  of  Government.  The  gentle- 
man had  not  the  custom-house  book  to  show.  This  show- 
ed the  sophism  the  gentleman  wished  to  play  off  on  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Why,  what  did  the  gentle- 
man desire?  Did  he  want  the  slaves  of  South  Carolina  to 
be  sold,  that  he  might  put  the  money  into  his  pocket,  or 
their  masters  and  overseers  only? 

The  gentleman  said  that  this  bill  was  virtuallv  an  aban- 
donment of  the  protective  system.  The  bill  tdlowed  the 
manufacturers  a  little  lifetime  to  come  down  to  the  point 
to  which  all  agreed  that  they  must  at  last  come,  viz.  to  a 
revenue  duty.  How  was  it  an  abandonment  of  protec- 
tion? He  should  think  that  any  man,  in  seven  years,  with  a 
protection  of  axty  per  cent,  might  make  his  fortune. 
What  fkrmer  made  half  as  much:  What  farmer  made 
twenty  per  cent,  upon  his  capital?  No,  he  did  not  make 
ten  per  cent.,  nor  five  either.  But  this  bill  was  willing 
the  manufacturers  should  enjoy  their  fifty  or  sixty  per 
cent  until  it  was  gradually  reduced  to  a  permanent  tax 
upon  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  of  twenty  per  cent, 
for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  manufiictures.  It 
really  seemed  to  Mr.  D.  that  no  man  ought  to  raise  his 
voice  against  it.  It  was  a  free  gift — a  mere  eratuity. 
What  had  the  great  West  to  do  with  manufactures? 
What  benefit  was  it  to  Kentucky  that  the  manufacturers 
of  Rhode  Island  should  get  a  bounty  on  thei>  industry? 
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They  paid  a  million  and  a  half  into  the  treasury,  and  got 
about  six  or  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  out  of  it,  by 
which  they  p^ned  an  annual  loss  of  about  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Still  they  supported  the  tariff.  Tliey 
supported  it  because  they  supposed  it  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country.  They  were  not  willing,  however,  to 
press  the  system  to  the  separation  of  the  Union.  Rather 
than  such  should  be  the  result,  they  were  ready  to  aban- 
don it  altogether.  He  did  not  believe  that  one-fiAh  of 
the  people  of  the  nation  would  give  up  the  Union  to  save 
the  tariff.  The  individual  who  had  recommended  this 
compromise  had  acted  on  other  principles.  He  chose  ra- 
ther to  retire  than  to  remain  in  public  life  at  any  such 
cost.  He  did  not  seek  any  office.  Mr.  D.  trusted  the 
people  of  this  country  would  ever  continue  to  remember 
him  ad  having  proved  their  political  saviour  at  the  two 

freatest  crises  the  nation  has  yet  known.  Who  had  it 
een  that  had  saved  the  country  when  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion threatened  to  rend  the  Union;  and  who  had  now 
saved  it  from  war  and  bloodshed?  The  same  individual 
had  effected  both  these  deliverances.  And  who,  he  would 
add,  had  carried  the  land  bill  through  the  other  House  ? 
"Who  but  the  roan  so  wantonly  abused  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island?  Mr.  D.  concluded  by  demanding  the 
previous  question. 

He  withdrew  the  motion,  however,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  SURGES,  who  apologized  for  detaining  the  House 
for  any  reply,  and  said,  the  gentleman  firom  Kentucky  has 
reproached  me  for  what  I  have  said  in  allusion  to  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  of  his  State.  Let  me  say,  concerning 
that  reproach,  that  ancient  wisdom  has  told  us,  **  The  re- 
buke of  a  man  of  one  character  is  better  than  the  song  of 
a  character  very  different;"  and  I  will  leave  it  to  the  na- 
tion to  determine  whether  the  character  of  the  distin- 
guished individual  of  the  West  may  not  brighten  on  the 
page  of  history  under  my  rebuke,  when  the  eulogy  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  DAariKi.]  would  render 
that  character  infamous.  I  will  not  reply  to  what  he  has 
said  of  Rhode  Island:  it  is  all  neither  more  nor  less  than 
the  bray,  without  the  inspiration  of  a  philosopher  of  the 
same  family  which  once  reproved  a  prophet  of  antiquity. 
Mr.  STB  WART  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  all  fur- 
ther legislation,  at  this  time,  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff. 
This  Congress  had  already  acted  upon  the  subject.  We 
have  passed  one  law,  and  ds^  functus  officio.  If  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  passed  with  so  much  unanimity  as  a  final 
ailjuhtment  of  this  vexed  question,  is  again  to  b(*  disturb- 
ea,  let  it  be  by  other  hands — ^let  us  not  be  driven  by  a 
handful  of  nullifiers  into  a  repeal  of  our  own  legislation 
before  it  has  gone  into  effect,  and  before  any  one  c<in 
foresee  whether  its  operation  is  to  be  beneficial  or  inju- 
rious. If  we  degrade  ourselves  by  such  an  act  of  incon- 
sistency, the  world  can  assign  but  one  reason  for  our 
course,  and  tliat  will  be,  that  a  majority  of  two  to  one 
have  been  compelled  to  suiTender  their  own  deliberate 
judgment  to  the  threats  of  a  few  nullifiers,  thereby  re- 
cognising and  establishing  nullification,  not  only  as  a 
peaceable,  but  as  an  efficient  and  constitutional  remedy, 
proclaiming  to  the  world  that  the  United  States  is  not  a 
Government,  but  a  thing  to  be  governed  by  the  paasions, 
whims,  and  caprices  of  each  and  every  State  in  this  Union. 
What,  sir,  is  our  present  position?  Last  session  we  pass- 
ed a  tariff,  as  a  final  compromise  and  settlement  of  the 
question.  South  Carolina  was  dissatisfied,  and  she  has 
nullified  it;  she  says  her  will,  and  not  that  of  the  Union, 
shall  govern.  The  President  says  the  law  shall  be  exe- 
cuted, and  South  Carolina  shall  submit — we  join  the  nul- 
lifiers, repeal  the  law,  and  South  Carolina  triumphs; 
Itiiode  Island,  or  some  other  State  voting  against  the  re- 
pealing act,  next  nullifies,  puts  herself  on  her  sovereign- 
ty, demands  the  repeal  of  this  law;  and,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  precedent  now  established,  you  must  again 
repeal  tliiii  act,  and  so  on,  as  long  as  any  State  in  the 


Union  is  dissatisfied.  The  constitution  and  Government 
would  be  by  such  doctrines  subverted  and  overturned;  it 
could  not  be  preserved,  and  would  not  be  worth  it  if  it 
could.  Our  Union  would  be  a  rope  of  sand,  a  cobweb 
to  be  broken  bv  every  breeze.  Until  South  Carolina, 
therefore,  repeued  her  ordinance,  and  laid  down  her  wea- 
pons of  rebellion,  he,  for  one,  was  opposed  to  all  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject.  But  this  obiection  out  of  the  way, 
and  no  sufficient  or  even  plausible  reason  had  been  as- 
signed for  <*  posting  witit  such  dexterity^'  to  the  repeal  of 
our  own  deliberate  act.  What  were  the  reasons  assigned? 
Sum  them  all  up,  and  they  were  embraced  under  three 
heads:  1.  To  reduce  the  revenue;  2.  To  reduce  taxation; 
and,  3.  Ta  appease  the  nullifiers.  That  the  act  of  the 
last  session  would  produce  too  much  revenue,  was  an  as- 
sumption, he  said,  unsupported  by  evidence.  The  act 
has  not  yet  gone  into  operation.  No  one  could  say  what 
was  to  be  its  effect  upon  the  revenue.  He  believed  that, 
instead  of  a  surplus,  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  re- 
venue. There  is  no  surplus  now,  we  all  know.  That 
there  would  be  a  surplus  hereafter,  no  one  could  foretell. 

This  argument,  therefore,  rested  upon  the  assumption 
of  a  fact  that  had  no  existence  now,  and  which,  in  his 
opinion,  would  have  no  existence  hereafter — a  fact  not 
proved,  and  incapable  of  proof.  The  second  argument 
rested  entirely  upon  the  validity  of  the  first.  If  the  first 
failed,  as  he  thought  it  must,  the  second,  resting  upon  it, 
failed  of  course.  For  if  there  was  no  surplus  revenue, 
no  one  would  contend  for  a  reduction  of  duties.  '  If  the 
revenue  was  necessary,  of  course  the  duties  were  also  ne- 
cessary. This  argument,  therefore,  went  for  nothing. 
As  to  thetliird  and  last,  (the  satisfaction  of  the  nullifiers,) 
he  had  given  his  reasons  for  opposing  any  change  of  the 
law  on  this  ground;  but  if  it  was  proper  to  yield  to  the 
demands  of  the  nullifiers,  this  law  will  not  answer  the 
purpose.  The  nullifying  ordinance  expressly  declares 
that  they  will  be  satisfiea  with  nothing  short  of  a  total 
abandonment  of  the  protective  principle;  and  we  are  told 
on  all  hands  that  nothing  of  this  kind  is  contemplated  by 
the  bill.  Thus  you  fail  to  satisfy  the  nullifiers;  you  de- 
stroy your  manufactures;  lay  waste  a  large  portion  ofvour 
country;  paralyze  and  prostrate  your  industry  in  the  nelds 
and  in  the  workshops,  render  unhappy  and  discontented, 
if  not  hostile  to  your  legislation,  more  than  one-half  of 
your  people  now  contented  and  prosperous,  And  you  sa- 
tisfy nobody.  A  measure  of  such  universal  operation, 
affecting  the  labor  of  the  whole  nation,  and  visiting  the 
fireside  of  every  man,  even  in  the  remotest  hamlet  of  our 
country;  such  a  measure,  supported  by  such  reasons,  he 
thought,  could  never  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Ame- 
rican people.  Even  the  enemies  of  protection  in  the 
South  friendly  to  the  Union  were  decidedly  opposed  to 
any  reduction  of  the  tariff  under  existing  circumstances. 
l*hcir  opinions  to  this  effect  were  published  to  the  world. 
The  editor  of  the  "  Charleston  Patriot,"  a  leaduig  Union 
paper  in  South  Carolina,  says: 

"The  Mercury  charges  the  Union  presses  in  this  city 
with  insincerity,  because  they  do  not  advocate  an  imme- 
diate repeal  of^  the  tariff,  with  the  ordinance  hanging  as 
an  instrument  of  violence  and  menace  over  the  delibenr 
tions  of  the  National  Legislature.  We  should  be  sorry  to 
lend  ourselves  to  any  such  purpose  of  coercion,  in  this 
land  of  liberty.  Oui:  Legislature  must  deliberate  and  de- 
cide without  means  and  instruments  of  intimidation.  The 
example  would  be  £aital — the  precedent  destructive  of  all 
good  government,  if  Congress  sliould  legislate  with  an 
edict  of  nullification  suspended  over  their  heads.  We  care 
not  how  soon  after  the  removal  of  this  act  Congress  eii> 
gage  in  the  reduction  of  the  tariff.  But  we  are  not  sudi 
*  incendiaries'  as  to  wish  the  constituted  authorities  to  act 
under  an  impulse  of  fear  from  factious  measures,  which 
are  not  the  less  factious  from  being  onninized.'' 

The  British  alone  would  be  benefited  by  the  passage 
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of  this  bill.  They  could  not  now  repress  their  exultation 
at  the  prospect  of  being  enabled  to  crush  our  rising  ma- 
nufactures, from  which  they  had  so  much  to  apprehend. 
Their  presses  were  breaking  forth  in  raptures  on  the 
subject,  of  which  the  following  was  a  specimen,  from  the 
YorkTUpper  Canada)  Reporter,  of  January  25; 

**  Triumph  of  South  Uarolina,  and  submisnon  of  the 
tnanufacturing  States. — We  copy  an  article  from  the 
Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  12th  instant,  from  which 
it  is  apparent  how  matters  are  to  be  settled.  The  tariff  is 
to  be  reduced  to  meet  the  views  of  the  South  Carolinians, 
and  thus  is  the  whole  of  the  United  States  to  be  thrown 
open  to  European  manufactures,  upon  equitable  terms. 
Much  rejoicing  will  be  in  England  upon  this  account,  as 
well  there  may.  We  shall  forever  fix  a  high  value  upon 
the  Southern  character;  it  has  been  displayed  in  a  light 
to  command  respect  and  admiration;  and  their  struggle 
for  justice  has  been  crowned  with  the  success  such  manly 
efforts  seldom  fail  to  achieve." 

But  even  if  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff  was 
at  this  time  necessary,  which,  however,  he  utterly  denied, 
the  plan  proposed,  of  a  gradual  reduction  of  duties,  was 
the  very  worst,  and  especially  this  blind  and  indiscrimi- 
nate reduction  upon  all  articles  alike,  protected  and  un- 
protected, without  inquiring  whether  they  would  or  would 
not  bear  further  reduction,  whether  it  would  or  would 
not  destroy  our  manufactures,  whether  it  would  or  would 
not  increase  revenue  by  increasing  imports.     He  was  op- 
posed to  thus  applying  the  bed  of  Procrustes  to  the  tariff, 
stretching  out  or  lopping  off  every  thing  by  the  same 
measure,  right  or  wrong.     The  effect  of  this  indiscrimi- 
nate, hasty,   panic-struck  legislation,   was  to  ruin  the 
country,  to  lay  its  industry  prostrate  at  the  footstool  of 
British  power.     Under  such  a  system,  every  thing  would 
be  sacrificed  in  the  end.     Rather  let  the  blow  be  boldly 
struck  at  once;  let  the  people  see  and  know  whence  it 
comes,  and  who  gives  it.    He  preferred  this  to  a  secret, 
silent,  insidious,  and  gradual  syattm  of  destruction,  un- 
dermining and  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  national 
prosperity,  producing  desolation,  decay,  and  death,  by 
slow  poison,  administered  in  '*  brpken  doses."   Offer  this 
dose  of  destruction  naked  and  undisguised — ^tell  the  peo- 
ple what  it  is — force  them  to  take  it  if  you  can— and  they 
will  throw  it  back  upon  you.    Repeal  the  tariff,  and  you 
will  find  a  recuperative  energy  in  the  people,  which  will 
rise  up,  and  cast  off  your  unjust  and  injurious  legislation. 
You  can  never  destroy  protection  by  direct  means,  but  it 
may  be  undermined  and  destroyed  by  some  such  secret 
plan  of  operation  as  this.     Repeal  the  tariff,  and  the  re- 
medy is  at  hand;  it  would  be  found  in  the  ballot  boxes  at 
the  very  first  election.     The  sovereign  people  will  take 
care  of  themselves,  they  will  look  to  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  distinguish  betweenthdrtrue  friends  and  the  <Mough 
£Eu:e8,''  and  soon  again  be  erect  in  their  true  American 
position. 

When  this  scheme  of  reduction  runs  down  to  its  lowest 
point,  there  will  not  remain  in  the  whole  tariff  a  single 
protecting  duty.  Every  thing  will  be  reduced  to  a  com- 
mon revenue  standard.  All  now  see  and  admit  that  our 
manufactures  are  maintaining  a  doubtful  struggle  with 
foreigners  for  the  American  markets,  aided  by  protecting 
duties  of  forty,  fifty,  and  sixty  per  cent. ;  this  being  tlie 
case,  who  will  pretend  that  they  can  stand  when  these 
duties  are  reduced  to  fifteen  and  twenty  per  cent.  ?  Pro- 
tection will  be  gone,  completely  gone;  not  a  vestige  will 
be  left:  and  so  Tar  as  manufactures  are  concerned,  when 
you  sink  below  the  point  of  protection,  it  is  immaterial 
to  them  whether  you  stop  at  twenty  or  at  five  per  cent. ; 
it  becomes  a  mere  question  of  revenue — ^protection  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  proposition  contained  in  this 
bill  is  simply  this:  you  say  to  the  manufacturer  you  must 
dic^-tbis  is  settled-^iB%  as  a  matter  of  favor^  we  will 
allow  you  to  Uve  five  days^  provided  you  will  consent  to 


have  your  lef^  leg  cut  off  the  first  day,  your  right  leg  tlie 
second,  your  left  arm  the  third,  your  right  arm  the  fourth, 
and  your  head  the  fifth;  or,  if  you  prefer,  we  will  begin 
with  the  head.  Would  he  hesitate?  No.  He  would  say, 
begin  with  the  head.  But  this  system  could  not  die;  it 
would  survive,  and,  like  the  Phoenix  from  its  ashes,  it 
would  rise  stron^r  and  brighter  from  the  blow,  and  go 
forth  with  healing  in  its  wings — with  new  energy  and 
power,  spreading  gladness  and  prosperity  far  and  wide 
over  the  land;  but  if  destroyed  by  this  secret,  silent,  gra- 
dual process,  it  might  never  recover.  The  destruction 
would  be  the  more  certain,  fatal,  and  ruinous,  from  hav- 
ing been  protracted  and  concealed. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  trespass  long  on  the  time  of 
the  House,  but  begged  its  indulgence  to  say  a  few  words 
as  to  the  practical  operation  of  this  measure  upon  the 
revenue,  the  capital,  the  currency,  and  tlie  labor  of  the 
country.  We  liave  had  calculations  upon  calculations, 
from  tlie  treasury,  from  the  committee,  and  from  gen- 
tlemen on  all  sides,  predicated  upon  the  strange  and 
false  assumption  that  an  indiscriminate  reduction  of  duties 
upon  all  articles,  protected  and  unprotected,  whether 
produced  at  home  or  abroad,  was  to  be  followed,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  by  a  corresponding  reduction  of  revenue. 
Was  not  the  mere  statement  of  the  proposition  sufficient 
to  show  its  fMlacy?  Who  was  so  blmd  as  not  to  see  at 
a  single  glance,  that  to  reduce  the  duties  on  articles  now 
supplied  entirely  at  home,  so  as  to  check  the  home  pro- 
duction, and  let  m  the  supply  from  abroad,  would,  instead 
of  diminishing,  greatly  increase  the  revenue?  The  duties 
on  many  articles  are  now  so  lugh  as  to  wholly  exclude 
their  importation  from  abroad,  and  no  revenue  whatever 
is  received.  Reduce  the  duties  one-half,  and  import  half 
your  supply  from  abroad,  and  will  you  not,  by  this  reduc- 
tion of  duties,  add  millions  to  your  revenue?  Who 
would  deny  it?  And  yet  it  is  assumed  as  an  anom,  that 
reduction  of  duties  will  of  course  be  followed  by  a  cor- 
responding reduction  of  revenue!  To  illustrate  the  ar- 
gument— Suppose  the  duties  on  shoes,  hats,  cotton,  and 
wool,  and  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  now  average  fifty 
per  cent,  (about  the  fiict,)  and  that,  with  the  existing 
protection,  we  now  manunicture  and  produce  for  home 
consumption  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollarf 
worth  of  these  articles,  which  was  short  of  the  amount: 
suppose  you  reduce  these  duties,  as  is  now  proposed,  from 
fifty  to  twenty  five  per  cent.,  and  thereby  destroy  one-half 
of  this  home  production,  and  import  it  from  abroad,  what 
is  the  consequence?  This  addition  of  sixty  millions  to 
your  imports,  under  tb3«  reduced  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  win  add  exactly  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  annually 
to  the  amount  of  revenue;  yet  we  are  told  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  inasmuch  as  the  duties  now  derived  from  the 
importation  of  the  abovementioned  articles  amount  to 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  under  a  duty  of  fifty  per 
cent.,  by  reducing  the  duties  to  twenty-five  percent.,  the 
revenue  will  be  reduced  to  six  millions:  assuming  to  be 
true  wliat  every  body  knows  to  be  false,  that  we  would 
import  no  more  wool  and  woollens,  cotton  goods,  hats, 
shoes,  &c.  under  a  duty  of  twenty-five,  than  we  now  do 
under  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent.  It  was  pa.ssing  strange  that 
intelligent  men  could  deceive  themselves  or  elpect  to  de- 
ceive others  by  such  fallacious  statements;  he  would  not 
follow  further  this  fundamental  fallacy  upon  which  this 
measure  rested  entirely  for  its  support,  for  it  was  em- 
phatically a  measure  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government.  But  in  its  practical  results  the  op- 
posite would  be  its  effect;  instead  of  diminishing,  it  would 
[increase  the  revenue  on  protected,  though  it  would  di^* 
iminish  it  on  unprotected  articles.  We  now  import  from 
j  Liverpool  more  than  a  million  bushels  of  coaJ,  paying 
six  cents  duty;  reduce  \he  duty  one-half,  and' the  import 
jwill  exceed  fiye  miUions  next  yeur-,  thu9^  by  reducing 
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the  duty  one-half,  you  more  than  double  the  revenue  on 
coal,  and  such  would  be  the  effect  in  all  similar  cases. 
Hence  he  had  always  contended,  and  still  maintained, 
that  the  reverse  of  the  course  proposed  was  the  true 
plan  of  reducing  the  revenue,  and  advancing  the  inde- 
pendence and  prosperity  of  the  country.  That,  instead 
of  gradually  rwucing  duties,  and  thereby  increasing  im- 
ports, and,  consequently,  revenue,  the  true  system  was 
to  gradually  increase  duties  at  the  rate  of  one  or  two  per 
cent,  per  annum,  on  articles  which  we  can  and  ought  to 
manu&cture,  until  we  supply  ourselves,  when  the  reve- 
nue on  these  articles  would  entirely  cease:  for  instance, 
in  1831,  the  revenue  on  woollen  and  cotton  goods  alone 
exceeded  ten  millions;  by  gradually  increasing  the  du- 
ties, you  would  stimulate  capital  to  go  to  work,  and  you 
would  soon  not  only  save  tlie  twenty-eight  millions  of 
dollars  sent  abroad  to  purchase  these  articles,  but  cut  off 
the  ten  millions  of  revenue  derived  from  these  imports. 
Whereas,  by  reducing  the  duties  as  now  proposed,  you 
will  not  only  destroy  your  own  manufactures,  but  be 
obliged  to  send  abroad  fifly-six  millions  of  dollars  a  year, 
instead  of  twenty-eight,  to  pay  for  cotton  and  woollen 
goods,  and  also  increase  the  revenue,  on  ^this  article 
alone,  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars  per  annum. 

He  would  now  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  effect  of 
this  ^stem  upon  capital.  As  to  capital  already  invested, 
its  erfect  would  be  immediate  destruction  to  all  small 
and  young  establishments;  the  large  and  wealthy  capi- 
talists might,  by  pressing  down  the  wages  of  labor,  and 
the  price  of  a^icultural  produce,  manage  to  live  till  they 
could  turn  their  capital  to  something  else;  but  as  to  the 
capital  afloat,  what  dollar,  under  this  sjrstem  of  gradual, 
but  certain  destruction ^  would  ever  go  into  manufactures? 
Not  a  dollar.  The  further  progress  of  capital  in  this  di- 
rection would  cQme  at  once  to  a  full  stop.  Under  this 
bin,  or  any  other  based  upon  amilar  principles,  manu- 
facturing would  soon  be  a^t  an  end.  Seeing  nothing  but 
final  deatruction  before  them,  those  who  were  out  would 
keep  out  of  the  business,  and  those  who  were  in  would 
get  out  as  fast  as  they  couldj  and  no  one  would  be  willing 
to  take  their  place. 

It  is  a  received  theory  that  high  protecting  duties  ope- 
rate for  the  benefit  of  moneyed  capitalists,  and  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  laboring  and  agricultural  portions  of  the 
community.  Such  is  the  theory,  but  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  system  is  exactly  the  reverse.  The  great 
effect  of  the  tariff  is  to  benefit  the  poor  man — ^it  is  empha- 
tically the  poor  man^s  law;  it  is  a  law  to  benefit  labor,  whe- 
ther employed  in  the  fields  or  in  the  workshops.  The 
wages  of  labor  and  Jhe  price*of  agricultural  produce,  which 
together  constituted  the  foundation  of  the  national  pros- 
perity, would  prosper  or  decline  precisely  as  the  protec- 
tion afforded  to  the  national  industry  was  increased  or 
diminished.  This  was  9s  susceptible  of  demonstration  as 
any  problem  in  Euclid.  Ther^  is  a  perpetual  coqtest  ex- 
isting between  the  labor  of  our  own  and  foreign  countries; 
and  those  who  can  work  cheapest  will  have  the  market, 
unless  we  interpose  to  give  our  own  labor  the  preference, 
by  impo»ng  discriminating  duties  and  taxes  upon  foreign 
productions,  which  taxes  the  foreigner  must  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  selling  in  our  markets.  This  must^  be  the 
case  so  long  as  competition  is  between  the  foreign  and 
American  producers;  but  when  the  foreigner  is  conquer- 
ed and  driven  out,  then  a  new  contest  springy  up  between 
the  American  manufecturers,  and  from  that  moment  this 
new  strugglfi  will  reduce  the  price  by  increasing  capital, 
skill,  economy,  and  machinery,  to  a  point  greatly  below 
what  it  had  ever  been  before. 

Such  was,  and  always  would  be,  the  practical  operation 
of  protection  upon  the  industrv  of  the  country;  the  effect 
was  to  increase  our  national  independence  and  national 
wealth;  to  five  the  preference  to  our  own  over  foreign 
)(kbor,  and  uiat  preference  would  always  be  in  exact  pro- 


portion to  the  amount  of  the  protection  afforded.  Sup- 
pose you  reduce  the  duties  as  proposed,  who  would  it 
first  affect  ?  Not  the  rich,  not  the  capitalists,  but  the  poor, 
Uie  laborers  of  the  country.  The  enect  would  be  to  grind 
down  the  wages  of  laborers  employed  in  your  facto- 
ries, your  fields,  and  your  workshops.  This  would  be 
the  practical  operation  of  the  measure,  and  no  man  of 
common  sense  or  common  observation  could  doubt  it. 
The  capitalist  would  go  to  his  factory  and  turn  lus  key;  to 
his  operatives  he  would  say,  ''  I  cannot  work  at  a  loss,  I 
must  turn  my  capital  to  something  else,  or  vest  it  in  stocks^ 
you  know  that  it  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  I  can  main- 
tain the  competition  under  the  present  duties  of  50  per 
cent.  Congress  have  now  reduced  my  protection  one- 
half,  you  must  therefore  make  a  corresponding  reduction 
in  your  wages,  or  go  idle."  To  the  farmer  he  would  say, 
«you  must  make  a  like  reduction  on  your  wool  and  bread- 
stuffs;"  to  the  mechanic,  **  you  must  fall  in  the  same  pro- 
portion;" to  one,  «  you  must  be  without  employment," 
and  to  the  other,  <<  vou  must  be  without  a  market  for 
your  produce."  What  is  the  alternative?  To  submit  or 
starve,  take  half  or  nothing.  The  laborer  must  take  25 
instead  of  50  cents  a  day.  The  farmer  must  take  15  in- 
stead of  SO  cents  for  his  wool,  50  cents  instead  of  a  dollar 
for  his  wheat,  or  it  must  rot  on  his  hands.  Thus  the  evila 
of  your  legislation  will  fall  upon  the  poor  and  dependent, 
and  upon  the  farmers  of  the  country;  wealthy  capitalista 
could  take  care  of  themselves;  and  it  was  for  gentlemen 
representing  farmers  and  mechanics  to  say  whether  they 
were  prepared  to  strike  such  a  blow,  to  gratify  British 
cupidity  and  Southern  rebellion. 

We  are  told  that  the  protective  system  is  a  system  of 
monopoly,  calculated  to  make  <<  the  rich  richer,  and  the 
poor  poorer."  If  the  proposition  were  reversed,  it  would 
be  much  nearer  the  truth.  The  destruction  of  this  sys- 
tem would  not  only  reduce  the  laborer  of  this  country  to  a 
level  with  the  paupers  of  England,  and  the  serfs  and 
slaves  of  Rus^a  and  the  Indies,  but  the  money  of  our  coun- 
try being;  exported  to  pay  for  foreign  imports,  the  laborer 
having  lost  his  accustomed  emplo}'ment,  and  compelled 
to  work  for  sixpence  a  day,  what  would  become  of  the 
poor  man,  and  of  every  man  in  debt?  Their  property 
would  be  sacrificed  for  little  or  nothing,  and  bought  up» 
by  whom?  By  the  rich,  who  alone  could  purchase.  Thia 
was  no  fancy  sketch;  for  the  reality  of  it,  it  was  only  ne- 
cessary to  refer  to  the  heart-rending  scenes  of  ruin  and 
distress  that  followed  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  in  1B16. 

Upon  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  another  theo- 
ry, adopted  too  generally  by  the  friends  as  well  as  enemiea 
of  the  tariff;  a  theory  quite  as  false  as  the  one  to  wbicb 
he  had  just  adverted.     He  meant  the  theory  which  as- 
serted that  duties  were  taxes  imposed  upon  and  paid  by 
the  consumers.     This  he  denied.    Wherever,  he  said, 
Qi«  duty  had  produced  an  increase  of  price,  this  was 
true;  hut  in  no  other  case.     With  regard  to  articles  not 
produced  or  manufactured  in  the  country,  this  theory 
might  be  generally  correct;  though  he  believed  experi- 
ence had  not  proved  that  a  reduction  of  duty  even  upon 
non-protected  articles  had  alwaya  been  followed  by  a  cor* 
responding  reduction  of  price.     But  where  duties  liad 
been  increased  on  articles  extensively  manufactured  at 
home,  and  where  the  price  was  regulated  and  established 
by  home  competition,  an  increase  of  price  had  never  fol- 
lowed an  increase  of  duty.     He  made  the  genend  asser- 
tion, and  he  made  it  without  fear  of  contradiction;  not  it 
single  in$tance  could  be  cited  to  the  contrary.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  prices  had  been  generally  reduced  by  the 
incj-case  of  capital  and  skill,  and  the  increased  quantity 
of  the  articles  made  and  thrown  into  the  market.    Duties, 
in  the  first  instance,  all  know,  are  levied  on  foreign  goods, 
and  i^re  ps^id  bv  the  importer.    If  the  price  of  these  gooda 
is  not  increased  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  duty. 
I  then  it  is  clear  the  qonsHmer  pays  nothings  and  the  duty 
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fiU]s  entirely  on  the  foreign  manufacturer,  who  deducts  it 
from  his  profits,  and  pays  it  into  our  treasury  for  the  pri- 
vilege of  selling  it  in  our  market  This  is  universally  the 
ooe  where  American  competition  has  established  an  Ame- 
rican price,  which  price  regulates  the  market  for  all. 
To  illustrate  this  operation,  he  would  present  a  statement 
which  had  just  been  furnished  by  a  gentleman  then  in  the 
hall,  who  was  an  old  and  extensive  importer  of  British 
iron,  residing  in  this  District.    From  his  correspondence 
with  his  agent  in  Liverpool,  it  appears  that,  shortly  after 
the  addition  of  seven  dollars  per  ton  on  bar  iron,  in  1828, 
he  wrote  that  he  was  obliged  to  pay  this  duty,  and  could 
not  get  a  cent  more  for  his  iron;  that,  consequently,  the 
price  must  ^  be  reduced,  or  he  must  cease  to  purchase. 
In  a  short  time  the  price  of  iron  was  reduced  in  Liver- 
pool to  the  full  amount  of  the  increase  of  duty,  and  so  it 
continued  till  the  22d  of  December  last,  when  his  agent 
wrote  to  him  that,  in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  iron  by  the  act  of  July  last,  tlie  price  of  iron  had 
risen  five  dollars  per  ton,  and  would  soon  be  up  to  the 
full  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty,  and  thus  the 
price  of  the  iron  here  would  remain  the  same  as  before 
the  duty  was  taken  off.     Who,  then,  paid  the  seven  dol- 
lars  added  to  the  duty  on  iron  in  1828?    The  consumers? 
No!    The  Britiali  manufiicturer  paid  it,  and  took  it  from 
his  profits.    And  who  is  benefited  by  the  reduction  of 
seven  dollars  in  1832?    The  consumer?    No!     The  Bri- 
tish manufacturer,  who  puU  it  in  his  pocket  instead  of 
your  treasury.    The  consumer  still  pays  the  same  price; 
the  market  price  established  by  the  American  manu- 
facturers.   And  what  was  true  as  to  iron,  was  true  as 
ta  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  and  every  thing  else  ex- 
tensively manufactured  here.    A  reduction  of  duties  on 
these  articles  was  not  followed  by  a  reduction  of  price. 
It  was,  in  fiict,  a  reduction  of  duties  levied  upon  and  paid 
by  foreigners  for  the  privilege  of  selling  their  productions 
in  our  markets.    This  was,  he  contended,  the  plain  and 
practical  operation  of  the  tariff,be  the  theory  what  it  might. 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  after  all,  he  believed  one  of  the  great- 
est sources  of  mischief  and  injury  to  the  industry  of  the 
nation  arose  from  the  fickle,  changing,  and  unsteady 
course  of  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff.     No  man 
knew  when  he  was  safe.     One  day  we  grant  protection, 
and  the  next  day  we  take  it  away.    But  a  few  months  ago 
we  passed  a  law  which  was  understood  to  be  a  final  com- 
proixuse  and  settlement  of  the  question.    With  this  expec- 
tation millions  of  capital  had  been  invested,  extensive 
establishments    had  been   bought  and  sold;  and   now 
the  faith  of  vour  laws  is  to  be  violated,  these  men  are 
to  be  ruined,  every  thing  again  involved  in  doubt  and 
uncertainty,  to  gratify  a  few  Southern  malcontents.    By 
wliat  system  of  morality  were  gentlemen  governed?    Up- 
on what  principle  of  common  justice  could  such  a  course 
be  defended?    You  have  no  right  to  alter  a  law  under  the 
faith  of  which  rights  have  been  vested,  because  it  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  contract  which  Is  inviolable.    Suppose  the 
reasons  of  the  acts  of  1824  and  1828  had  been  set  forth 
thus  in  the  preamble:  '*  Whereas  large  amounts  of  capi- 
tal have  been  invested  in  manufactures;  and  whereas  the 
prosperity  and  independence  of  these  United  States  would 
be  advanced  by  still  further  investments:  Therefore,  be  it 
enacted,  that  the  following  duties  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  imposed,"  &c-  Would  not  such  a  preamble  truly 
state  the  reasons  which  influenced  tliose  who  advocated 
and  voted  for  these  laws?    No  one  could  doubt  it  who 
would  read  the  contemporaneous  debates.    How,  then, 
alter  millions  upon  millions  of  private  capital  had  been 
vested  upon  the  fiiith  of  these  kiws,  could  gentlemen  who 
had  voted  for  them  now  vote  for  their  repeal,  and  thus 
sacrifice  and  destrojr  those  whom  they  had  thus  betrayed? 
As  far  as  good  conscience  and  sound  morality  were  con- 
cerned, would  they  not  be  quite  as  justifiable  in  voting  to 
alter  or  repeal  g  charter  under  which  individuals  had  been 


induced  to  vest  their  private  fortunes?  In  strict  law  there 
might  be  a  distinction,  but  in  morality  and  justice  there 


was  none. 


Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  trespass  longer  on  the  time 
and  attention  of  the  House,  but  ne  did  hope  that  flrentle- 
men  would  not  be  so  soon  driven  from  the  act  of  the  last 
session  by  a  few  disappointed  and  ambitious  men  in  the 
South — ^men  who  seemed  determined  to  rule  or  ruin  the 
country.  To  yield  to  their  dictation  would  not  only  be 
disgraceful,  but  ruinous  in  the  extreme.  These  people 
of  the  South  have  already  been  spoiled  by  indulgence; 
they  cannot  bear  to  see  any  prosper  but  themselves. 
What  has  been  their  course,  and  what  has  brought  about 
the  present  aluming  and  unhappy  state  of  things?  Let 
us  go  back  a  few  years  and  inquire.  Let  us  see  how 
Southern  jealousy  has  operated,  and  how  it  has  been  in- 
dulged. Having,  by  non4ntercourse,  embargoes,  and 
war,  broken  up  the  navigation  of  the  North,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  turn  their  capital  and  industry  to  manufac- 
tures, they  next  determine  to  break  down  manufactures; 
and,  to  accomplish  this,  what  is  the  plan?  First,  to  hasten 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  then  to  repeal  the 
duties,  as  no  longer  necessary.  And  how  is  the  payment 
of  tiie  debt  to  be  hastened?  First,  internal  improvements 
must  be  arrested  to  swell  the  annual  surplus  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt.  They  are  indulged  in  this,  and 
internal  improvements  h.ave  been  arrested.  Next,  the 
act  limiting  the  sinking  fund  to  ten  millions  a  year  must 
be  repealed,  and  this  was  also  done.  Next,  the  United 
States  Bank,  being  suspected  of  afibrding  capital  and 
other  facilities  to  me  manufacturing  States,  must  be  put 
down  also.  They  were  asnun  indulged  last  session.  The 
tariff  was  attacked,  and  reduced  six  or  ei^ht  millions;  but, 
like  spoiled  children,  they  grow  worse  irom  indulgence. 
They  now  demand  that  the  protective  principle  shall  be 
utterly  abandoned,  and  the  whole  people  of  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States  sacrificed  at  once,  or  they  will  dissolve 
the  Union!  Grant  this,  and  next  we  must  elect  a  Presi- 
dent south  of  the  Potomac,  or  we  shall  have  another  nul- 
lifying ordinance— more  threats  of  civil  war  and  blood- 
shed; and  where  was  this  system  of  concession  to  end? 
It  would  end  only  when  all  political  power  was  surrender- 
ed to  the  South,  and  the  free  peoi>le  of  the  Northern  and 
Middle  States  reduced  to  a  condition  more  miserable  and 
degraded  than  that  of  the  Southern  slave.  It  was  time  to 
stop  and  tell  these  gentlemen  plainly  that  we  will  go  no 
further,  and  to  play  out  their  game  of  nullification  and 
civil  war  if  they  dare— civil  war!  Where  is  it  to  be?  and 
who  is  to  suffer  by  it?  It  will  be  confined  to  South  Caro* 
lina.  It  will  be  a  war  between  her  own  people,  the  union 
men  and  nulllfiera,  and  the  former  would  be  able  to  put 
down  the  latter  with  little  or  no  aid  from  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment. But  why  should  we  of  U)e  Northern  and  Mid- 
dle States  sacrifice  our  people  by  repealing  the  tariff  to 
prevent  these  madmen  of  Soutii  Carolina  from  cutting 
each  other's  throats?  But  there  was  no  danger;  they 
were  not  rash  and  crazy  enough  to  do  so.  There  cau 
be  no  war  in  the  North;  it  would  be  entirely  a  Southern 
affair.  They  would  have  all  the  glory  and  all  the  suffer- 
ings of  this  war  among  themselves.  All  would  commi- 
serate and  none  envy  weir  condition  under  this  glorious 
reign  of  nullification.  \ 

Pass  this  bill,  and  you  will  still  fiiil  to  settle  this  ques- 
tion. The  act  of  concession,  passed  in  July,  it  was  then 
said,  would  satisfy  the  South,  and  harmonize  the  coun- 
try. Has  this  been  accomplished?  No;  it  has  but  mul- 
tiplied their  demands,  and  aggravated  the  evil.  '*  In- 
crease of  appetite  has  grown  by  what  it  fed  on.^  You 
gave  up  one-half,  and  now  they  demand  the  whole. 
'L'hey  have  nothing  to  lose,  and  every  thing  to  g^n,  by  this 
plan  of  annual  compromise  and  concession;  and  as  long  as 
we  continue  to  give,  Uiey  will  not  cease  to  ask.  Let  the 
friends  of  protection  remember  that  what  ia  once  given 
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up,  19  ^ne/or  ever.  '^FaciKs  deseenaua  Avemiy^ Bed  re- 
vocare  gradum  Me  labor  hoe  omu  est."  Some  gentlemen, 
however,  indul^  the  hope  uiat  whatever  is  now  surren- 
dered, wiU  be  recovered  hereafter.  This,  he  feared, 
was  a  vain  hope.  But  why  pass  an  act  destructive  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country,  with  the  hope  that  those 
who  come  after  us  will  repeal  it?  Will  such  an  excuse 
as  this  satisfy  our  constituents?  Will  it  satisfy  our  own 
convictions  of  public  duty?  But  we  are  told  by  others 
that  our  successors  will  do  worse;  that  they  will  destroy 
the  whole  system;  that  they  will  entirely  repeal  the  act  of 
1832.  We  are  therefore  called  upon  to  destroy  this  act, 
to  murder  our  own  offspring,  lest  it  might  perish  by  other 
hands;  to  cut  our  own  throats,  to  prevent  others  from  do- 
ing it.  «*  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  Let 
us  live  while  we  can.  If  the  country  must  be  destroyed, 
let  the  an  rest  upon  other  heads.  Let  us  do  right,  and 
leave  the  responsibility  of  doing  wrong  to  others.  He, 
however,  had  no  such  fears.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the 
next  Congress,  coming  fresh  from  among  the  people,  and 
full  of  their  feeling,  with  this  subject.  He  had  no  doubt 
it  would  be  safe  in  their  hands,  when  the  excitement  and 
panic  which  now  prevailed  will  have  passed  away.  Un- 
der existing  circumstances,  to  pass  this  bill  would  be  to 
establish  the  principle  that  the  minority  are  to  rule  the 
majority,  and  thus  subvert  the  very  foundation  of  our  Go- 
vernment. When  this  doctrine  is  once  sanctioned,  the 
Government  is  at  an  end,  the  Union  is  repealed,  our  li- 
berties are  gone.  To  repeal  the  tariff,  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  South  Carolina,  while  she  holds  her  nullify- 
ing ordinance  in  one  hand,  and  the  drawn  sword  in  the 
other,  would  go  far  to  establish  this  pernicious  principle. 
He  was,  tlierefore,  for  this  reason  alone,  if  no  other  ex- 
isted, opposed  to  all  legislation  at  this  time.  If,  after  re- 
sistance to  the  law  has  ceased,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to 
roodifv  it,  be  it  so;  but  he  was  opposed  to  legislation  un- 
der threats,  or  by  compulsion.  A  better  opportunity 
never  could  occur  of  putting  down,  without  difficulty, 
and  without  bloodshed,  resistance  to  the  law.  South  Ca- 
rolina not  only  stands  alone  in  her  attempt  to  nullify,  but 
even  her  own  people  are  almost  equalW  divided  on  the 
question.  Serious  resistance  is,  therefore,  out  of  the 
question.  Let  this  insurrection,  then,  be  put  down,  and 
we  will  be  troubled  no  more  with  the  absurdity  of  nulli- 
fication. But  establish  it  as  a  <'  peaceable  remedy,"  by 
yielding  to  its  demands  at  this  time,  and  hereafter,  when 
it  has  acquired  more  strength  from  victory,  enlarged  its 
alliances,  and  multiplied  its  friends  and  followers,  it  will 
make  an  attack  which  may  end  in  civil  war,  in  revolution, 
and  in  the  dismemberment  and  destruction  of  this  happy 
Government,  with  all  its  hopes  and  all  its  glorious  pro- 
mises to  mankind. 

But,  sir,  if  this  precedent  is  to  be  now  established  by 
yielding  to  the  demands  of  nullification;  if  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  this  Union  are  to  be  cancelled  by  the 
South  Carolina  ordinance;  if  the  legislation  of  Congress 
is  to  be  repealed  at  the  pleasure  of  every  State  in  the 
Union;  if  our  Government,  established  at  the  expense  of 
so  much  blood  and  treasure,  is  thus  to  be  overthrown  and 
destroyed,  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  S.,  shall  escape  the  sin 
and  the  reproach,  by  voting  ag^ainst  this  bill.  If,  sir,  the 
effect  of  the  adoption  of  this  measure  shall  be  (as  he 
firmly  helieved  it  would)  to  sap  the  foundations  of  the 
national  prosperity,  destroy  millions  of  capital,  and  throw 
thousands  of  industrious  people  out  of  employment;  if  its 
cficcts  should  be  to  reduce  to  the  level  of  the  paupers 
of  England  the  free  and  now  prosperous  labor  of  the 
country,  to  gfrind  down  alike  the  wages  of  the  farmer 
and  mechanic,  to  exhaust  our  currency,  and  spread  po- 
verty, wretchedness,  and  ruin,  far  and  wide  over  this 
now  prosperous  and  happy  land,  his  constituents,  to 
whom  he  was  so  much  indebted,  should  never  have  it  in 
their  power  to  say  to  him-^^'You  contributed  to  bring 


this  ruin  upon  us."  I  will  redeem  myself  from  this  re- 
proach, said  Mr.  S.,  by  voting  against  Uiis  unjust  and  in- 
jurious measure. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  next  addressed  the  House,  and 
put  it  to  all  who  heard  him,  whether  a  bill  presented  in 
the  manner,  and  under  the  circumstances  that  this  had 
been,  ought  to  pass.  It  was  out  of  all  reason.  It  was 
against  the  course  of  all  legislation.  The  ink  was  hardly 
dry  with  which  a  bill  had  been  engrossed^  and  passed  at 
the  last  sesfflon,  settling  this  very  question,  and  settling  it 
by  compromise.  Would  the  House  be  doing  justice  to 
those  who  had  relied  upon  that  act,  so  soon  to  overturn 
what  had  been  so  {deliberately  resolved  upon — a  law 
which  had  commanded  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  that 
House,  and  two-thirds  of  tlie  Senate?  But  he  was  told 
that  the  bill  must  pass,  because  a  spirit  of  opposition  had 
appeared  in  South  Carolina,  and  was  running  through  all 
the  Southern  country,  which  nothing  could  allay  but  the 

{>asaage  of  such  a  bill.  On  that  subject  he  must  be  al- 
owed  one  word  of  reply.  He  asked,  where  did  this  whole 
protecting  system  come  from?  With  whom  did  it  origi- 
nate? Where  was  it  born?  The  system  was  started  in 
South  Carolina.  It  had  originated  in  the  early  da^s  of 
this  Government,  and  it  had  been  sustained  In  Virginia, 
by  one  of  the  ablest  statesmen  that  ever  graced  that 
proud  and  ancient  commonwealth.  He  meant  Thomas 
Jefierson.  Yes,  it  was  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  given  it 
his  most  'decided  sanction.  He  had  appeared  in  his  na- 
tive State,  on  our  great  national  anniversary,  in  1808, 
dressed  firom  head  to  foot  in  homespun.  All  the  milita- 
ry, horse  and  foot,  had  paraded  in  uniforms  of  American 
manufkcture.  And  the  reverend  clergy  were  clad  in  the 
same.  And  so  entirely  was  the  system  approved  of,  that 
prayers  were  offered  up  on  that  occasion  for  its  mainte- 
nance and  perpetuity.  This  House  was  asked  to  repeal 
the  protective  system,  although  the  very  people  who 
brought  the  system  into  being,  now  declared  it  to  be  un- 
constitutional: and  although  there  had  not  lived  scarce 
a  distinguished  man,  since  the  revolution,  who  had  not 
been,  or  was  not  now,  the  approver  and  advocate  of  the 
American  system,  and  its  constitutionality.  It  had  been 
a  member  from  South  Carolina,  a  Mr.  Burke,  who  bad 
first  proposed  in  that  House  a  protecting  duty  upon  hemp, 
to  enable  the  people  of  his  State  to  raise  that  commodity 
upon  their  rice  grounds.  With  this  view  the  duty  had 
been  imposed.  The  same  individual  had  then  asked  a 
protecting  duty  upon  indigo,  all  for  the  benefit  of  bia 
State  and  the  South;  and  this  duty  had,  in  like  manner, 
been  laid  on.  But  now.  South  Carolina  bad  discovered 
that  every  protecting^  duty  was  a  flagrant  and  alarming 
violation  of^the  constitution. 

**  We  think  our  fkthers  fools— so  Vise  we  ctow; 
Ko  doabt  oar  wiiwr  sons  will  think  us  so." 

At  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress,  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  constitution  had  offered  an  address  to 
George  Wasliington,  as  being  the  devoted  friend  to  the 
whole  system,  which  address  had  been  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, by  men  who  were  themselves  the  fiitbers  of  our  revo- 
lution. Soutiiem  gentlemen  mi^ht  rave  as  they  would. 
The  constitutionality  of  that  system  stood  beyond  their 
power.  In  a  debate  which  had  taken  place  in  the  first 
Congress,  as  to  the  duty  proper  to  be  laid  upon  tobacco^ 
the  celebrated  Roger  Sherman,  a  member  from  Connec- 
ticut, bad  propoaea  to  lay  sixpence  a  pound  on  that  arti- 
cle, avowedly  as  a  prohibition.  This  was  carrying  pro- 
tection to  its  extreme;  and  had  a  single  Southern  man  so 
much  as  whispered  an  objection?  Not  one.  Wh^  should 
the  law  be  altered  now  ^  Protection  was  as  constitutional 
at  this  day  as  it  had  been  at  that  day. 

In  1808,  the  whole  capital  and  enterprise  of  New  Eng- 
land had  been  mainly  eng^g^d  in  commerce.  The  can- 
vass of  New  England  ships  Whitened  every  sea.  But  Con- 
gress, to  oblige  the  South,  had  passed  a  law  which  drore 
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that  capital  from  the  ocean,  and  compelled  that  enter- 
prise to  turn  itself  into  the  new  channel  of  manufactures. 
The  whole  state  of  that  part  of  the  Union  had  been  revo- 
lutionized. 

And  now,  when  capital  had  invested  itself  in  buildings 
and  machinery,  which  could  not  be  abandoned  without 
ruin,  the  men  of  the  South  came  to  that  House,  and  in- 
sisted on  driving  the  whole  of  that  capital  back  to  the 
sea  again.  Where  were  the  pledj^es  to  the  manufacturers 
which  liad  been  so  solemnly  given?  Or  what  pledge 
were  they  now  to  receive  that  the  whole  legislation  of  the 
country  would  not  continue  to  experience  these  ruinous 
fluctuations?  Did  any  gentleman  talk  to  him  of  a  pledge 
here  in  this  bill?  What  did  it  amount  to?  Every  body 
knew  that  the  protective  system  had  received  the  most  de- 
cided support  of  this  Government.  Mr.  Jefferson  him- 
self, in  the  last  message  he  ever  addressed  to  Congress, 
had  avowed  himself  to  be  in  favor,  not  only  of  protection, 
but  of  carrying  protection  to  prohibition.  That  distin- 
guished man,  now  quoted  with  an  air  of  triumph  by  the 
nullifiers  of  the  South,  had,  upon  the  subject  of  the  ta- 
riff, set  his  face  against  nullification.  He  had  recommend- 
ed protection— he  had  advised  prohibition. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  bad  lately  examined  into  what  had 
taken  place  in  1808,  in  Richmond,  that  hot-bed  of  the 
principles  of  '98,  and  he  found  old  Virginia  as  steady  as 
the  mountains,  and  all  right  and  sound  upon  the  protect- 
ive system.  He  liad  said  that  Richmond  had  exercised 
great  power  in  this  republic  under  all  administrations.  It 
was  justly  due  to  her,  for  much  political  intelligence  was 
concentrated  there.  But  could  gentlemen  forget  that, 
under  the  Jefferson  administration,  a  report,  coming  from 
the  luminous  mind  of  Albert  Gallatin,  had  proposed  that 
five  millions  of  dollars  should  be  loaned  for  the  express 
purpose  of  encouraging  and  sustaining  the  manufitctures 
of  the  country  ?  Tet  now,  forsooth,  the  country  was  told 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  the  great  au^ority  for  nullification; 
and  precious  Mr.  Editor  Ritchie,  he,  too,  was  quoted  in 
support  of  the  same  doctrine;  a  great,  consistent,  and 
most  undeviating  authority!  Among  all  the  rest,  the 
House  had  heard  Governor  Giles  appealed  to.  Yes,  he, 
too,  was  a  great  advocate  of  nullification.  Now,  Mr.  S. 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  have  one  of  this  same  gentleman's 
speeches  in  his  possession,  .an  extract  from  which  he 
would  take  the  liberty  to  read,  for  the  edification  of  the 
House,  and  especially  of  Southern  gentlemen,  ^ere  Mr. 
S.  read  from  the  speech.] 

And  now,  he  asked,  whether,  with  all  the  lights  to  be 
derived  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Baldwin,  and 
all  the  Georgia  and  other  Southern  statesmen,  in  behalf 
of  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  protecting 
system,  it  would  be  fair  in  this  Congress,  at  one  blow,  to 
repeal  it.  A  great  system  of  national  policy,  like  this, 
affecting  so  many  millions  of  people,  and  so  many  hun- 
dred millions  of  property,  was  a  plant  which  did  not 
grow  up  in  the  night.  It  had  taken  a  long  series  of  years 
to  plant,  to  nourish,  to  train,  and  to  foster  it;  and  now 
the  House  was  called  upon  to  lay  the  axe  to  its  root. 
The  House  had  just  heard  a  very  eloquent  speech  on  the 
dreadful  evils  of  civil  war;  but  he  asked  whether  an  act 
like  this  was  not  likely  to  be  followed  by  as  wide-spread 
a  devastation  as  any  war  that  ever  swept  over  the  coun- 
try* It  must  drive  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren from  their  daily  bread,  and  ruin  multitudes  whose 
all  was  embarked  on  the  faith  of  the  Government.  And, 
what  was  the  worst  feature  in  the  whole  matter,  all  this 
was  to  be  done  on  the  ground  of  a  false  theory,  from  a 
mistaken  and  unfounded  notion  of  policy.  All  this  loss 
and  desolation  was  to  be  inflicted  on  the  Northern  half  of 
the  Union,  for  supporting  a  system  wliich  had  originated 
in  the  South. 

Mr.  S.  had  lately  read  a  speech  purporting  to  have  been 
delivered  by  Mr.  Cju.t,  in  the  Senate,  at  the  last  session, 


upon  the  American  system.    It  dwelt  in  eloquent  and  for- 
cible  lan^age  on  the  multiplied  and  widely  extended  be- 
nefits which  that  system  had  conferred  upon  the  United 
States.     It  spoke  of  villages  and  cities  grown  up,  as  if  by 
enchantment:  of  mills  and  factories,  of  roads  and  canalsi, 
and  a  thousand  works  of  improvement  in  every  form. 
And,  after  dwelling  with  enthuaasm  on  the  internal  pros- 
perity and  ^wing  strength  of  our  country,  it  attributed 
the  whole,  m  a  very  important  degfree,  to  the  wise  policy 
of  protecting  our  own  industry,  and  making  the  most  of 
our  own  resources.      Could  it  be  that  a  bil]  which  went 
slowly  but  surely  to  destroy  the  system,  should  have  been 
brought  into  Congress  by  that  same  individual?   It  struck 
him  with  amazement.    It  would  strike  the  whole  country 
with  astonishment.   He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  single 
man  in  his  district,  who  had  so  much  as  dreamed  of  such 
a  thing.    A  gentleman  had  said,  that  by  this  bill  the  ma- 
nufacturers were  **  cheered"  with  the  prospect  of  a  con- 
tinued protection  for  seven  years  to  come.  Cheered!  The 
b'dl  gave  them  the  prospect  of  lingering  out  a  wretched, 
doomed,  dyinr  existence  for  seven  years  to  come.    Was 
this  to  cheer  mem?  It  was  the  ^exy  worst  part  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed.    If  South  Carolina  must  be  gratified  at  all 
hazards,  and  at  all  expense,  let  the  wide-spreading  tree  of 
protection  be  felled  at  once.    Let  not  gfentlemen  lop  a 
branch  here,  and  a  branch  there,  until  limb  af\er  limb 
dropped  from  the  scathed  and  naked  trunk,  which  was 
reserved  to  the  melancholy  privilege  of  falling  last  amidst 
the  surrounding  ruins  of  its  former  beauty.   Let  them  put 
the  axe  at  once  to  its  root,  and  let  it  fall  in  all  its  majesty 
and  strength.    He  called  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  effect 
of  the  twenty  percent,  duty,  now  held  out^as  the  ultimate 
hope  of  the  manufacturing  interest.     Could  not  British 
statesmen  and  British  manufacturers  calculate  the  effects 
of  this  bill,  as  well  as  our  own?    Send  this  law  to  Eng- 
land, and  they  would  put  into  the  hands  of  our  manufac- 
turing rival  a  chart  to  guide  his  future  course.  It  apprised 
him  beforehand,  here  we  are  going  to  take  away  so  much 
of  our  own  protection,  and  there  we  are  going  to  take 
away  so  much  more;  this  year  the  protection  is  to  be  forty 
per  cent,  that  year  it  is  to  be  thir^  per  cent.,  and  when 
it  gets  down  to  twent^r  P^i*  cent,  our  system  of  protection 
is  to  be  wound  up  entirely.    So,  now  knowing  all  before- 
hand, you  may  govern  yourselves  accordinely.    This,  to. 
be  sure,  was  dealing  very  frankly,  and  no  doubt  the  ma-> 
nufacturers  of  Manchester  and  Sheffield  would  highly 
commend  so  novel  a  magnanimity.     Those  gentlemen,  as 
was  well  known,  could  borrow  as  much  capital  as  they 
pleased  at  four  per  cent.,  and  with  such  an  advantage  they 
could  ruin  us  at  their  leisure.    Was  this  protection?  Was 
it?   Would  any  gentleman  say  it  was^    Our  whole  history 
proved  the  reverse.    And  would  gentlemen  commit  so 
rash  an  act?  Would  they  destroy  in  a  single  day  what  it  had 
taken  so  many  years  to  build  up?    When  the  day  should 
arrive  that  laid  this  system  low,  then  the  gentlemen  of  the 
South  would  have  achieved  what  they  had  long  predicted; 
then  the  poor  men  of  the  North  would  all  have  become 
slaves.     God  grant  that  he  might  never  live  to  see  that 
day:  he  trust^  it  would  never  come:  he  trusted  that  the 
means  of  education  and  of  intellectual  and  moral  improve- 
ment would  never  be  torn  from  the  millions  of  our  labor- 
ing classes,  and  that  that  accumulation  of  light,  social,  ci- 
vil, and  political,  with  which  this  country  seemed  destined 
to  illumine  the  rest  of  the  world,  would  never  be  quench- 
ed, especially  by  an  act  of  our  own  Government,  by  re- 
ducing free  and  laborious  citizens  of  the  North  to  a  level 
with  me  planters'  slaves.     The  Government  would  lose 
their  hearts,  and  with  their  hearts  it  would  quickly  lose 
aUo  the  support  of  their  strong  arms.     The  bill  inflicted 
great  injustice  on  the  North,  especially  when  taken  in 
connexion  with  previous  acts  of  tlie  Government:  when 
the  previous  promises  and  pledges  to  the  manufacturers 
should  be  placed  beside  an  act  like  this,  every  honest  and 
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intelligent  man  would  bluah  for  his  country.  Mr.  S.  did 
not  mean  to  chai*ge  the  honorable  Senator  who  had  ori- 
ginated this  bill  with  the  design  to  destroy  the  American 
systemf  he  did  not  befieve  that  such  had  been  his  purpose, 
but  he  did  fully  believe  the  policy  was  a  mistaken  one,  and 
that  such  would  be  its  consequences. 

That  honorable  gentleman  did  not  live  surrounded  with 
the  men  on  whom  this  bill  was  intended  directly  to  ope- 
rate; his  residence  was  in  a  portion  of  the  Union  which  bad 
little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  tariflT;  but  the  inevitable 
effect  of  his  bifi  would  be  to  bring  down  upon  the  Ameri- 
can mechanic  the  competition  of  foreign  labor.  The  la- 
boring population  of  I^nce  and  England  were  to  be 
brought  to  compete  with  us,  a  new  nation,  a  youn?  peo- 
ple. Could  a  population  situated  as  ours  were,  safely  en- 
ter into  the  contest  with  all  the  old  world?  We  started  in 
an  unfair  race;  all  the  capital,  all  the  experience,  and  all 
the  poor  rates  of  England  brought  to  bear  upon  a  people 
just  emerging  from  the  agricultural  state,  and  covered 
with  no  higher  protection  than  twenty  per  cent. !  The 
South  knew  well  that  such  a  protection  would  amount  to 
little  or  nothing,  and  what  must  be  the  result?  Could  the 
nation  maintain  itself  in  its  present  condition?  Never. 
We  were  now  a  prosperous  people.  But  we  are  said  not 
to  be  a  happy  people.  And  why?  Because,  in  the  South, 
there  was  a  speck  of  opposition.  He  did  not  mean  to  treat 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  with  disrespect,  but  still  it 
was  but  a  speck.  The  States  of  this  Union  could  not  be 
made  to  believe  that  her  system  was  true,  or  her  griev- 
ances such  as  she  stated  them.  All  men  of  common  sense 
repudiated  her  fears.  So  did  Mr.  S.,  and  condemned  her 
conduct,  but  still  he  was  for  keeping  South  Carolina  in 
the  Union.  He  found  among  her  sons  too  many  able,  and 
too  many  gallant  men  to  be  willing  to  part  witn  them  or 
with  her.  They  were  now  under  a  mistake.  But  for  the 
mistake  of  one  State,  must  the  Government  throw  up  at 
once  all  that  the  other  States  held  dear? 

But  he  was  told  that  this  Government  had  no  right  to 
compel  the  States  into  obedience.  This  was  to  introduce 
general  anarchy.  They  were  all  influenced  more  or  less 
by  compulsion.  They  must  be  regulated  by  fixed  laws. 
South  Carolina  was  but  one  star  in  the  system.  She  must 
learn  to  move  in  her  proper  orbit.  She  must  revolve  in 
her  own  sphere.  She  must  not  derange  the  whole  sys- 
tem to  suit  her  will  and  pleasure.  It  had  been  said  by 
some  that  one  star  would  not  be  missed  in  the  national 
constellation.  Therefore,  let  her  withdraw.  But  such 
gentlemen  forgot  that  Carolina  was  not  the  only  party  con- 
cerned. The  Government  had  to  deal  with  more  than  one 
State.  It  was  bound  to  sustain  the  rights  and  interests  of 
aU  portions  of  the  country. 

In  concluding,  he  would  offer  one  remark  in  respect  to 
the  whole  South.  He  perceived  that  it  had  been  asked  in 
Virginia,  when  the  people  were  about  to  vote  for  a  new 
Senator,  whether  the  candidate  was  opposed  to  the  tariff 
on  constitutional  grounds.  The  question  bad  been  asked 
in  Kichmond,  in  the  very  spot  where  both  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  protecting  system  had  started.  If  Jefferson 
could  have  heard  that  question,  he  would  have  started 
from  his  tomb  in  amazement,  and  would  have  asked,  is 
^is  the  doctrine  of  Virginia?  Have  you  forgotten  the 
year  1808?  After  the  South  had  riveted  upon  the  coun- 
try the  protection  of  every  Southern  staple,  they  turned 
about  and  insisted  tliat,  in  relation  to  all  who  dwelt  north 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  the  entire  protective  system 
should  be  destroyed.  They  had  enjoyed  a  tariff  for  thirty 
years  for  themselves.  But  the  moment  its  benefits  were 
to  be  extended  across  that  line,  the  discovery  broke  upon 
them  that  the  tariff  was  unconstitutional.  He  trusted  that 
no  man  would  vote  for  this  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  ta- 
riff was  unconstitutional,  who  did  not  mean  to  fly  in  the 
face  of  the  father  of  democracy,  and  the  author  of  the 
Declaration  4>f  Independence.     If  gentlemen,  from  mo- 


tives of  interest,  were  determitied  to  destroy  tlie  tariff, 
they  could  do  so.  But  in  the  name  of  all  conastency,  let 
them  not  affect  to  do  it  because  the  tariff  was  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  North  Carolina,  now  rose,  and  observ- 
ed that  the  House  had  heard  three  speeches  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  the  denouncing  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Bu&exs,]  the  violent  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Penn^lvania,  [Mr.  Stxwakt,]  and  the 
vociferous  speech  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Penn^lvania, 
[Mr.  SuTHSRLAirD.]  Believing  that  this  was  quite  enough, 
he  demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  whether  the  motion  was  seconded. 

When  the  House  refused  to  second  the  motion:  Yeas 
65,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Maine,  said  that  he  should^vote  for  this 
bill,  not  because  it  was  what  he  wished,  but  because  it  was 
the  best  thing  that  could  be  procured.  The  bill  proposed 
to  impose  a  less  degree  of  taxation  on  the  country,  so  soon 
as  January  next  Had  this  bill  been  offered  to  him  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  he  should  have  felt  himself 
bound  to  reject  it.  Had  himself  or  any  of  his  friends  pro- 
posed such  a  measure  to  the  South  at  that  time,  he  should 
have  felt  that  he  was  offering  them  an  insult.  But  cir- 
cumstances had  ance  occurred  which  showed  that  now 
the  South  was  willing  to  accept  the  bill  as  a  compromise 
that  would  settle  the  distracted  state  of  the  country.  Such 
being  the  case,  he  was  bound  to  accept  it.  He  rejoiced 
to  find,  that  somehow,  or  somewhere,  an  arrangement 
bad  at  length  been  effected.  The  fact  proved  either  that 
the  injuries  complained  of  by  the  South  were  not  so  seri- 
ous as  they  bad  been  represented  to  be,  or  that  the  South 
had  been  governed  by  a  laudable  patriotism,  which  led 
them  to  assent  to  an  offer  which  came  short  of  that  which 
they  had  a  just  right  to  demand.  He  hoped  and  believed 
that  it  was  from  tlie  latter.  He  would  now  say  a  word  or 
two  on  the  subject  of  pledges.  The  House  had  been  told 
that,  having  voted  for  the  bill  of  1832,  they  were  pledged 
to  leave  the  subject  of  the  tariff  at  rest.  But  Mr.  B., 
though  he  had  voted  for  that  bill,  had  not  voted  for  it  as 
the  best  that  was  possible:  he  had  voted  for  it  as  the  best 
he  could  then  get:  but  he  had  not  considered  hhnself  as 
bound  never  to  get  a  better,  when  it  diould  be  in  his 
power.  He  had  never  pledged  either  himself  or  his  con- 
stituents. Whether  it  was  or  was  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
some,  implied  that  the  system  was  to  remain  untouched 
for  eight  or  ten  years  to  come,  was  a  matter  of  mere  moon- 
shine to  him.  He  had  never  pledged  himself  for  a  single 
session  ahead.  His  successors,  he  knew,  would  act  as  he 
had  acted,  independently. 

It  had  been  charged  that  this  bill  was  a  sacrifice  to  the 
skve  labor  of  the  South.  Mr.  B.  would  vote  for  the  bill 
from  a  different  motive,  and  for  the  benefit  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent people.  He  represented  a  class  of  people  denounc- 
ed by  those  who  considered  all  who  lef^  the  mark  laid 
down  by  their  rulers,  as  the  real  sUves  of  the  North,  the 
real  ■*  dough  faces:''  but  he  could  tell  all  such  persons 
that  his  constituents  were  a  people  who  understood  their 
own  rights,  and  would  maintain  them.  Every  protective 
duty  was  a  tax  upon  them,  and  they  knew  it.  They  knew 
that  they  were  consumers  of  articles  on  which  the  price 
was  enhanced  a  hundred  times  more  than  on  those  which 
they  exported;  for  them  he  acted.  He  should  not  inquire 
where  this  measure  originated:  it  was  sufficient  for  him 
that  it  promised  peace  to  the  country:  and  he  hailed  it  as 
the  harbinger  of  halcyon  days  of  national  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  of  New  York,  said  he  viewed  the 
bill  as  a  coinpromise.  It  was  an  exchange  of  intermediate 
protection  for  ultimate  reduction:  and  those  who  voted 
for  it  voted  for  it  as  a  whole.  There  was  no  reason  why 
gentlemen  who  voted  on  one  side  should  be  more  reflect- 
ed on  than  those  on  the  xAher.    C>entlemen  who  chose  to 
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reject  the  compromise  can  do  so;  but  those  who  took  it» 
took  it  as  a  whole.  They  consented  to  the  continuance 
of  protection  for  a  certain  course  of  years,  for  the  sake  of 
ensuring'  its  reduction  in  the  end.  In  his  judgement,  this 
was  altogether  illusory,  because  this  Congress  could  not 
bind  its  successors;  for  himself  he  never  would  consent  tu 
take  a  measure  so  entirely  uncertain. 

Mr.  McDUFFiE  said  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the 
bill  made  all  the  concessio.i  to  the  demands  of  the  $outh 
which  justice  required;  much  more  ought  to  have  been 
allowed.  The  South  had  a  right  to  demand  more,  much 
more.  But  he  had  nevertheless  made  up  his  mind  to  vote 
for  the  bill.  He  wished  to  give  quiet  to  the  country;  he 
believed  this  bill  would  give  quiet  to  the  country:  and  in 
that  view  he  should  give  it  his  vote. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  now  moved  the  previous  question:  but 
l^reat  objection  being  manifested  in  all  parts  of  the  House, 
he  withdrew  the  motion* 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  demanded  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 
Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  said  be  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  n^  into  a  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  he  wished  to 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  he  should  vote  against  its 
passage,  that  he  might  stand  fairly  before  his  constituents, 
and  before  the  country,  upon  this  deeply  interesting  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  share  in  the  apprehension  expressed, 
that  the  South  would  not  abide  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill.  He  had  no  fear  on  that  score,  for  the  bill  is  an  aban- 
domnent — ^gentlemen  may  say  what  they  will  to  the  con- 
trary— the  bill  is  an  abandonment  of  the  protective  prin- 
ciple, progressively  and  slowly,  but  certamly  and  fatally. 
Nor  had  he  any  disposition  to  join  in  the  denunciations, 
Although  he  shared  largely  in  the  regrets  of  the  occasion. 
Had  the  cup  which  the  friends  of  the  tariflTare  called  upon 
to  take  been  mingled  by  other  hands,  he  could  have 
borne  it;  but,  presented  and  forced  upon  them  as  this  has 
been,  it  becomes  as  unpleasant  and  ungrateful  as  unex- 
pected. 

He  would  state,  that  he  might  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  the  advocates  of  the  protective  system  admit — 

Ist.  That  the  revenues  of  the  Government  ought  to 
be  no  more  than  the  wants  of  the  Government;  that  they 
do  not  ask,  by  way  of  protection,  for  a  dollar  beyond  this. 
But, 

2d .  They  maintain  that,  so  far  as  the  revenue  is  deriv- 
ed from  impost,  it  ought  to  be  from  duties  imposed  for 
protection.     And, 

3d.  That,  in  the  apportionment  and  assessment  of  du- 
ties* reference  oug^t  to  be  had  to  the  condition  and  wants 
of  the  interests  to  be  protected.  Acting  upon  these  prin- 
ciples, he  said,  there  would  be  ample  means  of  protec- 
tion for  all  needed  purposes;  but,  iu  his  opinion,  the  bill 
under  consideration  was  in  utter  disregard  of  every  one 
of  them. 

So  far  as  derivable  from  duties  on  protected  articles, 
this  bill  will  augment  the  revenue,  and  thus  will  diminish 
protection,  while  it  will  increase  the  demands  upon  the 
people. 

1"he  duties  upon  protected  articles,  it  will  be  observed, 
are  to  be  progressively  reduced  to  twenty  per  cent,  in  1842, 
and  afterwards  at  pleasure;  but,  in  no  event,  peace  or 
vr»r,  is  the  progress  of  reduction  to  be  stayed;  and  in  no 
event,  after  1842,  is  the  rate  of  duty  to  exceed  twenty 
per  cent.  The  bill  contains  a  formal  enactment,  and  gfives 
an  express  pledge  to  this  effect.  And  both  before  and 
after  1842,  in  case  of  a  deficiency  or  excess  of  revenue, 
recourse  is  to  be  had  to  such  unprotected  articles  as  are 
not  made  free  by  the  bill.  This  he  considered  an  aban- 
donment of  the  great  protective  principle.  It  is  an  ex- 
press agreement  that  the  duties  for  protection  shall  not 
exceed  twenty  per  cent.,  and  that  duties  for  the  mere  pur- 
poses of  revenue  may  be  imposed  upon  unprotected  arti- 
cles when  they  are  needed  for  protection.     It  is,  there- 
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fore,  not  only  an  abandonment  of  the  principle,  but  a 
limitation  upon  the  power.  The  duties  upon  tlie  unpro- 
tected may  transcend  the  duties  upon  the  protected  arti- 
cles themselves. 

But  how,  he  inquired,  does  this  bill  propose  to  reduce 
the  duties^  It  changes  all  the  specific  into  ad  valorem 
duties  after  1842.  In  the  mean  time  it  reduces  them 
eaually,  without  any  regard  to  the  magnitude  or  wants 
or  the  different  interests,  their  importance  in  war  or  peace, 
their  character  as  connected  with  agriculture  or  com- 
merce, with  necessaries  or  luxuries,  with  the  capabilities 
or  exigencies  of  the  country;  it  reduces  them  all  as  a  gar- 
dener trims  a  hedge,  cutting  every  thing  to  the  same 
level,  without  reference  to  any  thing  but  uniformity. 
Whatever  may  be  the  legislation  of  foreign  Governments, 
whatever  the  competition  and  power  brought  to  bear 
upon  a  given-  department  of  industry,  this  bill  fixes  its 
position  and  condition  immoveably,  and  leaves  it  at  the 
mercy  of  those  who  may  choose  to  assail  it,  and  in  any  way 
they  choose. 

And  wherefore  all  this^  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  LxTcasR]  tells  us  that  if  Congress  does  not  pass  this 
bill  now,  the  next  Congress  will  do  something  worse;  and 
before  1843  the  South  will  think  better  of  this  matter. 
It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say  tliat,  if  the  people  wiU  the 
destruction  of  the  system,  this  bill  cannot  preserve  it; 
and  if  they  do  not,  neither  the  next  Congress  nor  any 
other  Congress  can  destroy  it,  and  a  change  of  principles 
and  feeling^  in  the  South  is  too  remote  and  uncertain  a 
conting^ncv  to  justify  the  sacrifice  that  this  bill  makes. 
Mr.  B.  said  tliat  be  would  detain  the  House  no  longer. 
The  victim  is  bound,  and  he  would  not  delay  the  sacrifice. 
But  he  could  have  wislied  the  offering  had  been  made  by 
other  hands. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
the  House  sustsuned  the  motion:  Yeas  93,  nays  65. 

The  previous  question  was  put,  and  carried:  Teas  109, 
nays  85. 

The  main  question  was  about  to  be  put;  when 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  before  he  voted,  he  wanted  to 
know  the  meaning  of  one  of  the  clauses  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

It  being  out  of  order  to  debate  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion bad  been  carried,  Mr.  A.  resumed  his  seat. 

The  main  question,  viz.  **  Shall  the  bill  pass^"  was  then 
put,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  Chilton  Allan,  Ro- 
bert Allen,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  John 
S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  James  Bates,  Bell,  Ber- 
gen, Bethune,  James  Blair,  Jofin  Blair,  Boon,  Bouck, 
Bouldin,  Branch,  John  Brodhead,  Bullard,  Cambreleng, 
Can*,  Carson,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  CUy,  C]a}'ton,  Coke, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig,  Creighton,  Daniel,  Da- 
venport, Warren  R.  Davis,  Doubleday,  Drayton,  Draper, 
Duncan,  Felder,  Findlay,  Fitzgerald,  Foster,  Gaither, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  William  Hall, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoffman,  Holland,  Horn,  How- 
ard, Hubbard,  Irvin,  Isacks,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kerr, 
Lamar,  Lansing,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mar- 
dis.  Mason,  Marshall,  Maxwell,  William  McCoy,  McDuf- 
fie,  Mclntirc,  McKay,  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Newton,  Nuck- 
olls, Patton,  Plummer,  Polk,  Rencher,  Roane,  Root, 
Semmes,  Sewall,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shep- 
perd.  Smith,  Speiglit,  Spence,  Stanbery,  Standifer,  Fran- 
cis Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson,  John 
Thomson,  Tompkins,  Verplanck,  Ward,  Washington, 
Wayne,  Weeks,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Campbell  P.  White, 
Edward  D.  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams,  Worthington— • 
119. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Adams,  lleman  Allen,  Allison,  Apple- 
ton,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber, 
Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,    Beardsley,    Briggs,  John  C. 
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Brodheftd,  Bueher^  Hurd,  Biirgpes,  Cahoon,  Chandler, 
Chmte,  Collier»  I^wts  Condict,  Silas  Condit,  Eleutheros 
Cooke,  Bates  Cooke»  Cooper,  Crane,  Crawford,  John 
Davis,  Dayan,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart,  Diekson,  Ells- 
worth, George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Ford,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hiester, 
Hodges,  Hogan,  Hughes,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersotl, 
Kendall,  Kennon,  K&m  King,  John  King,  Henry  King, 
I^eavitt,  Mann,  McCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  McKcnnan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Pearce,  Pendle- 
ton, Pierson,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Randolph,  John  Reed,  Ed- 
ward C.  Reed,  Russel,  Siade,  Southard,  Stephens,  Storrs, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Watmough,  Wit- 
kin,  Wheeler,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Young— 85. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  eon- 
currence. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  moved  to  postpone  all  the  orders 
of  the  day,  both  general  and  special,  which  precede  the 
Senate's  bill  for  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands.  He,  however,  consented  to  withdraw  this 
general  motion,  and  allow  the  orders  to  be  called  sepa- 
rately. 

They  were  so  called;  and  when  the  House  had  reach- 
ed the  bill  for  allowing  the  heirs  of  Winter  to  sue  the 
United  States  to  try  their  title, 

Mr.  PLUMMER  made  an  ciTort  to  induce  the  House  to 
discuss  that  bUI,  but  the  House  re  fused  <  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  IRVIN,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

REVENUE  COLLECTION  BILU 

The  House  having  at  length  arrived  at  the  biH  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  postpone  this  bill  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  IRVIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion. They  were  taken,  and  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  81, 
nays  105. 

So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  DANIEL  now  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion.  They 
were  ordered  by  the  House.  He,  however,  consented  to 
withdraw  the  motion  at  the  reqiiest  of  Mr.  ARNOLD, 
who  promised  to  renew  the  same  motion. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  then  said  he  should  change  his  course  in 
relation  to  this  bill,  in  consequence  of  the  House  having 
passed  the  bill  reducing  the  tariff.  Mr.  A.  was  going 
into  some  remarks  on  the  mockery  of  passing  such  a  bill 
now,  when  he  was  caHed  to  order  by  the  CHAIR.  After 
trying  several  motions,  with  the  view  of  having  it  in  order 
to  proceed  in  his  remarks,  Mr.  A.  relinquished  his  de- 
sign, and,  according  to  promise,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  this  motion,  and, 
being  taken,  they  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  58,  nays  132. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MARDIS  moved  that  the  House  now  take  a  recess 
until  6  o'clock,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
withdrew  his  motion  {  when 

Mr.  DEARBORN  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
bill. 

The  CHAIR  was  ascertaining  whether  the  motion  was 
seconded;  when 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  address  an 
appeal  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  was  proceeding  in  the  count;  when 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  insisted  on  being  heard. 

Great  confusion  arose;  but  amidst  the  cries  of  **  order'' 
and  "count,"  Mr.  McD.'s  voice  was  heard,  saying  that  all 
he  asked  was  fair  discussion.  Ifgentlemen  were  disposed 
to  hear  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  he  was  ready  to  meet 
them;  but  if  not,  and  if  he  could  get  forty  men  to  stand 
by  him,  he  would  continue  to  move  adjournments,  and  call 
for  yeas  and  nays,  until  the  end  of  the  session. 


Mr.  CARSON  exclaimed,  «M  will  support  you,  sir." 
Several  other  voices  cried  out  in  a  similar  manner^ 

The  SPEAKER  called  to  ofder. 

Mr.  BELI^  rose,  and  be^n  to  speak,  but  bis  words 
were  maodible,  from  the  noise. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  moved  repeatedly  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER  called  hira  to  order,  and  admonished 
him  that  a  member  was  on  the  floor. 

As  soon  as  the  reporter  could  hear  any  tlnng  distinctly, 

Mr.  BELL  waa  saying  that  he  had  no  wiah  to  eut  off 
discussion,  if  that  was  what  the  opponents  of  the  bill  de- 
sired; and  if  thev  were  ready  to  discuss  its  merits,  and 
not  to  put  it  by,  tie  sliould  not  sustain  tlie  motion  for  the 
previocis  question. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  naoved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  CHAIR  deeided  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order,  the 
House  Inving  previously  resolved  that  it  would,  at  a  cer- 
tain hour,,  take  a  recess,  and  meet  at  6  o'clock. 

Mr.  WAYNE  believed  the  biH  to  be-right  in  itself,  but 
yet  circumstances  might  be  sueh  b»  to  indnee  those  wl^ 
thought  so  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  W.  saidhe  shoald  vote  for  the  billr  but  if  his  frienda, 
by  cutting  off  debate,  should  reftise  to  him  and  others  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  sentiments,  and  vindi- 
eating  their  own  course  before  the  people,  he  should  vote 
against  it,  and  there  were  twenty  more  that  would  do  the 
same. 

Mr.  BELL  made  seme  remark  not  beard  by  the  re* 
porter,  which  led  to  an  explsnation  between  him  and  Mr. 
WAYNE,  who  concluded  by  moving  a  recess  nntil'  6 
o'clock. 

A  desultory  debate  on  the  question  of  order  new  arose 
on  an  appeal  taken  by  Mr.  Cabsoit  on  the  Speaker's  de- 
cision that  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  out  of  order,  whid^ 
ended  in  Mr.  C.'s  withdrawing  his  appeal. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  explained  his  reasons  for  having  mov- 
ed the  previous  question,  which  was  not  to  prevent  fair 
discussion,  but  to  prevent  a  circumt-entive  course,  calcu- 
lated to  get  rid  of  or  defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  DANIEL  and  Mr.  DEARBORN  had  some  further 
rather  colJoquia!  discussion^  when,  the  hour  of  4  having 
arrived, 

Tlie  House  (according  to  a  previous  order)  took  a  re- 
cess  till  6  o'clock. 

DISTRICT  AFFAIRS. 

At  the  close  of  the  recess  the  House  met,  and  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Tatlob  in  the  chwr,  and 
took  up,  according  to  order,  various  bills  relating  to  the 
city  of  Washington  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  committee  took  up,  among  others,  the  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act  vesting  in  the  corporation  of  Washington 
all  the  rights  of  the  Washington  Canal  Company:  [To  take 
back  the  mall  lots,  and  allow,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  the  cify 
one  hundred  and  6 Ay  thourand  dollars.] 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  this  bill  by 
striking  out  the  section  which  authorizes  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings  to  enclose  the  mall,  and  lay 
it  down  in  grass. 

Mr.  M.  supported  his  motion  by  adverting  to  the  use- 
fulness of  the  ground  as  an  open  common  to  the  poor  of 
the  city:  this  he  thought  much  more  important  than  fbr 
purposes  of  mere  recreation. 

Mr.  JAHVIS,  of  Maine,  opposed  the  motion.    The 
ground  had  been  originally  intended  for  walks,  and  open 
ornamental  grounds,  and  not  for  building  lots.     If  it  was 
fenced,  and  laid  out  in  shrubbery,  it  would  be  kept  to  its 
original  destination. 

Mr.  WARDWELL,  of  New  York,  supported  the  amend- 
ment, arguing  that  the  ground  might  as  well  be  retained 
without  enclosure  as  with  it. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jectedt 


1813 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


1814 


FxB.  26,  1833.] 


District  Jijffmrs. 


[U.  OF  R 


The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  committee  took  up 

A  bill  concerning  a  penitentiary  for  tlie  District. 

Mr.  CONNOR  inquired  into  the  number  of  convicts 
now  in  the  building. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  replied,  and  explained. 

Mr.  WHITTLRSBY  asked  respecting  the  appropria- 
tion of  one  thousand  dollars  for  Mr.  Carbery's  services  in 
planning  and  superintending  the  building. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  replied,  and  stated  his  services; 
lie  had  voluntarily  superintended  the  work  for  eighteen 
months,  and  had  disbursed  thirty  to  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  WHITTLESRY  supposed  that  this  had  been  tiie 
duty  of  the  CommisMoncr  of  the  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  and  Mr.  SEMMBS  explained. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  moved  an  additional  section  aHow- 
ing  the  inspectors,  during  the  yearn  1829  and  1830,  the 
same  compensation  as  to  the  present  inspectors. 

Mr.  CONNOR  opposed  the  amendment,  and  asked  for 
information. 

Mr.  WASHINliTON  explained. 

Mr.  CONNOR  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of  Allow- 
ance to  Mr.  Carbery. 

'I'he  motion  was  negatived,  as  was  also  tlie  amendment 
respecting  inspectors. 

The  committee  next  took  up  a  bill  in  rebtion  to  the 
Potomac  bridge. 

Mr.  CONNOR  made  some  inquiries  respecting  the  bill, 
which  were  replied  to  by  Mr.  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  CARSON  wislied  to  know  hpw  much  the  President 
had  recommended  to  be  appropriated.  So  far  he  was  will- 
ing to  fO. 

His  mquiry  having  been  answered,  he  withdrew  his 
objection. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFK  said  he  did  not  wish  to  carve  out 
of  this  appropriation  any  good  fat  salary  for  some  roan 
who  wished  to  live  at  the  public  expense;  he  tlierefore 
moved  an  amendment  placing  the  erection  of  the  bridge 
under  the  care  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings, and  allow  him  five  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  his 
present  salary. 

Mr.  JABVIS  opposed  the  amendment,  and  referred  to 
the  management  of  the  Commissioner  in  relation  to  bring- 
ing in  of  water  to  the  Capitol,  as  a  prosumpttve  proof  of 
his  incompetency. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  explained,  and  suppoiled  the 
amendment,  and  referred  to  a  salary  allowed  to  some- 
body for  superintending  the  placing  of  plank  on  the  old 
bridge. 

Mr.  BURD  inquired  if  the  Commissioner  was  a  practi- 
cal mechanic,  and  had  skill  in  such  work. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  replied,  and  referred  to  what  he 
had  done. 

Mr.  CONNOR  opposed  the  allowance  of  $500,  and 
moved  to  strike  it  out. 

This  was  negatived,  and  the  amendment  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

Tlie  next  bill  taken  up  was  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
Washington  City,  (grantmg  a  loan  of  $250,000,  to  pay 

up  subscriptions  to  the'  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany.) 

Mr.  MARDIS  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SEMMBS  appealed  to  Mr.  Mardis  to  withdraw 
his  motion.  He  explained  the  ample  nature  of  the  secu- 
rity, and  referred  to  similar  loans  granted  by  States  in 
aid  of  works  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  MARDIS  refused. 

Mr.  CRAIG  thought  the  constitution  did  not  empower 
Congress  to  loan  money. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  went  into  an  expUnation  of  the 
difHculties  and  embarrassments  of  the  city.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  strong  claims  the  city  had  upon  Congress,  :iiid 
mentioned  the  large  sums  expended  by  the  corporation 


in  the  improvement  of  apacious  streets  and  avenues:  as 
a  resource,  tliey  had  but  waste  lots  to  assess.  He  refer- 
red to  the  freedom  of  the  Government  property  from 
taxation,  and  reminded  the  House  that  the  taxes,  if  ex- 
acted from  tiie  settlement  of  the  city,  woidd  have  amount- 
ed to  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  The  Government 
had*  in  the  meanwhile,  received  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  sale  of  lots  given  to  it. 

Mr.  W.  also  reminded  tlie  House  that,  inlhe  thirty 
years  it  had  been  located  in  the  city,  it  had  expended 
but  186,000  dollars;  the  greater  part  for  jails  and  peni- 
tentiaries. As  to  the  appropriation  for  the  bridge,  it  was 
not  to  be  charged  to  the  city  as  a  donation,  having  been 
granted  for  the  accommodation  of  the  mail;  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  avenue  had  been  mainly  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  departments  and  Congress.  The 
only  donation  to  the  city  had  been  a  number  of  lots, 
which  had  originally  cost  the  Government  3,000  dollars, 
and  no  more.  The  Government  property  in  tlie  city 
was  now  valued  at  1,970,000  dollars,  exclusive  of  build- 
ings. All  nations  had  some  objects  of  national  pride: 
the  Englishman,  the  Frenchman,  boasted  of  their  respect- 
ive capitals,  and  the  beautiful  erections  which  adorned 
them.  But  with  us  there  was  little  for  this  to  rest  on. 
Mr.  W.  concluded  an  eloquent  speech,  by  adverting  to 
the  great  importance  of  the  loan  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause.  He  regretted  it  had  come  from  a 
citizen  of  one  of  the  new  States,  all  of  whom  had  expe- 
rienced much  of  the  liberality  of  the  Government.  He 
adverted  to  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  public  funds;  tho 
liberal  expenditures  of  the  citizens;  their  heavy  burdens, 
and  the  reasonable  nature  of  the  request  of  the  corpora-  ' 
tion.  It  was  but  a  loan,  and  at  5  per  cent  interest— a  rate 
that  the  miser  was  content  with.  The  Western  country  had 
once  been  indebted  to  the  amount  of  millions  to  the  Go- 
vernment, from  which  the  legislation  of  Government  had 
relieved  them.  There  was  not  a  session  for  years  back» 
that  the  House  had  not  granted  more  to  Alabama  than  was 
now  asked  as  a  loan.  If  the  District  lay  at  the  extremity 
of  the  Union,  instead  of  doubting  about  the  constitution- 
ality  of  a  loan,  there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  granting 
a  donation. 

Mr.  CRAIG  went  into  a  constitutional  argument  to 
show  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  lend  money. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  replied,  and  adverted  to  tlie  loans 
granted  by  Congress  to  the  banks  of  the  District,  and  he 
believed  in  some  of  the  Eastern  cities  also.  If  it  was  un- 
constitutional to  loan,  let  him  make  a  donation;  this 
would  relieve  the  gentleman.  Or  he  might  give  up  the 
interest.  Large  grants  had  been  made  for  the  education 
of  young  men,  in  which  Virginia  had  largely  participated. 
If  gentlemen  would  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  a  dona- 
tion of  the  money,  Mr.  W.  would  go  for  it. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  said  the  Government  had  loaned 
millions  to  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  since  that  in- 
stitution had  been  incorporated.  If  a  surplus  was  in  the 
treasury,  must  it  lay  there  unproductive,  on  a  constitu- 
tional scruple? 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  an  amendment,  to  g^t  rid  of  the 
constitutional  difficulty,  by  g^nting,  instead  of  loaning. 
He  wished  the  House  not  to  be  beguiled  or  deceived. 
Not  a  dollar  of  the  money  would  ever  be  seen  again;  nor 
did  he  wish  it.  He  would  not  vote  it  as  a  loan,  but  would 
as  a  donation. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  said  it  was  very  ungracious 
to  oppose  such  measures  as  this;  but  he  wished  to  know 
what  had  been  done  with  the  million  of  dollars  secured 
by  Government  on  the  subscription  of  the  city. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken: 
the  Government  was  not  re.sponsible  for  that  money,  nor 
for  the  interest  on  it. 
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Mr.  MASON  resumed,  and  obserTed,  that  if  the  stocic 
in  the  Canal  Company  was  worth  any  thing-,  it  ought. to 
be  transferred  to  the  Government.  But  he  hoped  the  bill 
would  either  be  rejected  or  modified. 

Mr.  MARDIS  replied  to  Mr.  WniTTLKsiT,  and  called 
on  him  to  show  how  Alabama  had  receired  such  large 
donations  from  the  Government. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  replied,  and  recalled  his  recollec- 
tion to  debts  forgiven  to  Alabama  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  a  million  of  dollars.  He  did  not  complain  of  this 
policy,  or  suppose  it  disgraceful  to  Alabama.  Besides  the 
remission  of  debt,  large  landed  donations  had  been  made 
to  her;  and  8on»ething  was  due  to  the  District,  as  well  as 
to  the  new  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  MAHDIS  acknowledged  the  correctness  of  these 
sentiments,  but  said,  if  Government  had  not  pursued  this 
policy,  it  wouKl  have  lost  most  of  the  money.  As  to  the 
donation  for  the  Muscle  shoals,  Alabama  has  less  interest 
in  it  than  any  of  her  neighboring  States.  He  protested 
against  the  bill,  as  an  extravagant  and  obnoxious  measure, 
and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  BARBOUR  complained  of  the  distrust  and  jea- 
lousy which  always  existed  when  any  beneficial  object 
was  proposed  for  the  prosperity  of  this  District.  He  re- 
plied to  Mr.  Craig's  constitutional  argument,  by  advert 
ing  to  the  constant  practice  of  Government  in  charging 
interest,  and  imposing  taxes  for  use  of  money  in  the  hands 
<yf  defaulters.  He  dwelt  upon  the  absolute  and  despotic 
power  of  Congress  over  the  District,  and  argued  on  the 
unlimited  power  of  Congress  to  benefit  it.  He  put  the 
question  to  the  House,  as  copartners  with  the  District  in 
canal  property,  whether  they  would  let  all  that  had  been 
done  in  that  work  perish,  by  refusing  aid  at  this  crisis  of 
the  District  affairs. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  viewed  this  bill  as  substantial- 
]y  being  a  measure  to  aid  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal. 
The  security  offered  amounted  in  effect  to  nothing.  He 
protested  against  appropriation  after  appropriation  for 
a  District,  on  which  Congress  had  lavished  more  than 
on  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  He  rendered  many 
thanks  to  Mr.  Mabdis  for  his  motion. 

Mr.  MERCER  replied  to  Mr.  CAXBnxLRKS,  and  de- 
nied that  the  bill  had  more  connexion  with  the  promotion 
of  the  canal,  than  the  direction  in  the  bill  that  the  city 
flhould  pay  the  money  for  its  stock.  It  did  not  add  one 
dollar  to  the  stock  of  the  company. 

He  explained  tha  nature  or  the  security  to  the  Dutch 
lenders  to  the  company.  The  real  object  of  the  bill  was 
a  loan,  not  to  the  company,  but  to  the  city. 

Mr.  M.  answered  Mr.  Craig's  constitutional  argument, 
and  insisted  that  Congress  had  all  the  power  in  respect 
to  the  District,  which  a  State  Legislature  has  to  the 
State;  and  all  the  Legislatures  had  made  loans  to  their  own 
citizens.  He  said  he  should  not  vote  on  the  bill,  as  he 
held  one  share  (and  no  more)  in  the  company.  He  de- 
nied that  the  Government  haa  done  more,  or  as  much  as 
it  had  for  other  parts  of  the  Union.  The  great  buildings 
it  had  erected  were  all  for  public  purposes — not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  District  at  all:  and  except  these,  what  had 
been  done,  save  the  paving  of  the  avenue?  As  to  Ala- 
bama's interest  in  the  improvement  at  the  Muscle  shoals, 
it  was  at  least  as  great  as  that  of  the  District  in  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  canal. 

.  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  thought  what  Mr.  Mkrceb  had 
stated  was  the  best  reason  for  rejecting  the  bill.  The 
gentleman  had  exhibited  an  insolvent  corporation,  ask- 
ing a  loan  to  help  them  to  pay  up  their  subscription, 
while  all  their  property  was  mortgaged  to  the  Holland 
lenders.  He  would  not  do  indirectly  what  he  would  not 
do  directly.     He  protested  agfainst  the  bill. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  that,  during  all  his  experience, 
he  never  had  known  so  wanton  and  reckless  a  proposi- 
tion as  was  now  submitted — after  the  corporation  had 


borrowed  a  milFion,  to  ask  to  lend  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  more.  It  was  not  a  loan,  but  a  gift. 
He  trusted  the  House  would  not  be  guilty  of  such  wan- 
ton waste. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  the  proposition  was  wholly  new  to 
him;  he  was  not  prepared  on  the  constitutional  question. 
If  the  Government  had  a  great  sorpltrs^  it  was  better  to 
loan  at  5  per  cent,  on  good  security,  than  make  a  dona- 
tion to  the  same  amount.  If  there  was  to  be  a  great 
amount  in  the  treasury,  he  would  rather  loan  it  than 
have  a  scramble  for  it.  I'he  question  then  was  whether 
the  city  had  the  capacity  to  pay  back  the  money,  or  to 
return  the  interest.  He  did  not  admit  that  the  city  was  in- 
solvent, and  would  regret  that  the  Dutch  lenders  should 
think  so.  A  man  might  not  be  able  to  pay  his  debts  to-day, 
and  yet  not  be  insolvent—but,  with  time,  would  pay  his 
debts  with  interest.  Mr.  C.  would  rather  never  receive 
back  the  money,  than  see  the  city  crushed.  He  was  op- 
posed to  dividing  the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States, 
but  would  rather  loan  it  at  5  per  cent.  He  should,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  bill,  reserving  himself  on  the  constitu- 
tional question. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  was  a  father,  and 
asked  how  be  should  treat  his  children  in  distress?  Every 
father  would  lend  them  a  helping  hand.  Had  the  Dis- 
trict any  representative  on  that  floor?  Yes;  in  every 
man  there.  If,  when  his  children  asked  for  bread,  he  gave 
them  a  stone,  he  should  be  a  poor  father.  The  people 
of  the  District  had  nowhere  else  to  look.  Though  they 
might  be  in  difficulty,  they  were  not  insolvent.  They 
had  property  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions.  Congress 
only  wanted  the  will,  they  had  tlie  power  to  aid  the  Dis- 
trict. Good  security  was  offered;  and  let  Congress  sup- 
ply their  wants.  Tea,  more — if  they  needed  it  as  a  dona- 
tion, he  felt  his  heart  say,  '<take  it." 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  Mr.  Mabois's 
amendment  was  negatived:  Yeas  39,  nays  74. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  change 
the  loan  into  a  donation.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to:  Yeas  71. 

Mr.  HOWARD  referred  to  a  memorial  from  the  Balti- 
more Railroad  Company,  and  offered  an  amendment.  He 
regretted  that  the  memorial  had  excited  so  much  feeling, 
that  a  public  meeting  had  been  held  on  the  subject.  One 
of  the  reasons  stated  by  the  corporation  of  Washington, 
charged  the  Railroad  Company  with  censurable  conduct, 
and  the  memorial  only  repelled  this  attack.  Mr.  H.  went 
into  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  contest  be- 
tween the  Canal  and  Railroad  Companies;  with  a  view  of 
exculpating  the  latter  from  the  bhime  which  had  been 
cast  upon  it.  Mr.  H.  said  the  amendment  he  was  about 
to  offer  was  the  very  thing  asked  by  the  meeting  held  in 
the  city  a  short  time  since. 

He  then  offered  his  amendment,  directing,  in  substance, 
the  President  to  appoint  three  impartial  persons  to  inves- 
tigate the  conduct  of  the  two  companies,  say  whose 
conduct  had  been  the  most  fair  and  liberal,  and  to  pro- 
nounce what  ought  to  be  performed  by  either  or  both 
(the  Canal  and  Railroad  Companies)  on  principles  of  law, 
justice,  equity,  and  a  true  regard  to  the  public  good. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  to  the 
House,  and  they  were  ordered  to  their  third  reading, 
with  the  exception  of  the  loan  bill.  The  question  being 
on  concurring  with  the  amendments  proposed  to  this  bill 
by  Mr.  Jabvis,  changing  the  loan  into  a  donation,  the 
yeas  were  66,  the  nays  20 — no  quorum  having  voted. 
An  adjournment  was  moved,  but  negatived. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  concurrence.  They  were  taken  ac- 
cordingly, and  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  68,  nays  27. 

There  being  no  quorum  present. 

The  House  adjourned  at  10  o'clock. 
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Wkditbsdat,  Fbdrvabt  27. 
REPORT  ON  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  AD  A. MS  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  from  the  consideration  of  so  much  of  the 
President's  message  as  relates  to  the  protection  of  domes- 
tic manufactures,  and  from  all  other  matters  referred  to 
them;  and  asked  leave  to  present  a  report  from  the  mino- 
rity of  the  committee  on  the  matters  m  the  message. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  IIoFPMAir,  the  motion  was 
divided,  and  the  question  first  taken  on  discharging  the 
committee,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  then  said  that  if  leave  should  be  given 
to  present  the  report  of  the  minority,  he  would  ask  for 
its  reading,  at  least  in  part. 

The  report  was  then  presented,  [see  Appendix,]  and 
the  reading  of  it  commenced,  and  continued  until  12 
o'clock,  when  the  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

REVENUE  COLLECTION  BILL. 

The  Senate's  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  (the  enforcing  bill)  coming  up  in  order, 

Mr.  VRRPLANCK  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
that  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  day,  in  order  that 
the  House  should  take  up  the  appropriation  bill^  seve- 
ral of  which  remained  to  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  observed  that  there  seemed  to  exist 
a  disposition  in  the  House  to  pass  this  bill;  but  he  put  it 
to  gentlemen  whether  it  was  right  and  fair  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  it  so  far  that  those  who  might  be  op- 
posed to  its  passage  should  have  only  time  enough  left 
them  to  say  no,  but  not  to  state  the  reasons  for  their  vote. 
The  House  was  bound  to  allow  at  least  time  enough 
for  a  fair  discussion  of  the  bill.  If  they  preferred  acting 
on  it  now  to  taking  up  the  appropriation  bills,  they  would 
vote  accordingly. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  Hoase  would  take  up 
the  appropriation  bills;  but  as  there  would  be  probably 
no  need  of  any  debate  on  the  items  of  these  bills,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  postponing  the  other.  This  was 
the  last  day  of  the  session  on  which  bills  could  be  dis- 
cussed. The  appropriation  bills  would  have  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow — to  postpone  would  be  to  destroy 
them. 

Mr.  BELL  trusted  the  House  was  not  gt>ing  to  occupy 
another  day  in  determining  whether  it  would  take  up  the 
bill.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CAMBKSLEiie] 
most  know  tint  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  which  forbade  bills  being  sent  from  one 
House  to  the  other  in  the  three  last  days  of  the  session; 
and  if  the  bills  referred  to  were  of  so  much  importance  as 
gentlemen  represented  them  to  be,  no  doubt  the  rule 
would  be  suspended.  He  tnisted  that  the  House,  after 
ha  vine  already  occupied  two  days  in  getting  at  the  bill, 
would  now,  when  its  opponents  were  prepared  to  pre- 
sent their  views,  take  it  up  and  act  upon  it.  He  trusted 
other  measures  would  not  be  suffered  to  intrude,  and 
push  it  on  one  side.  It  was  due  to  the  country,  it  was 
due  to  the  friends  and  to  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  that 
it  should  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  that  though  he  had,  on  a 
former  day,  voted  to  bring  up  this  bill,  he  was  unwilling 
to  do  so  now.  If  the  House  once  entered  into  the  de- 
bate, it  would  do  nothing  else  all  day,  and  the  appropria- 
tion bills  must  be  set  aside.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  observed  that  the  House  could  suspend  the 
rule  about  sending  bills  to  the  other  House;  but  did  not 
-the  gentleman  remember  that  this  was  a  joint  rule  of  the 
two  Houses;  and  that,  unless  the  Senate  concurred,  it 
could  not  be  dispensed  with?  Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to 
taking  up  any  Senate  bills  at  this  moment:  it  would  peril 
the  appropriation  bills — witliout  which  the  Government 
could  not  proceed. 


In  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  Mr.  HOWARD, 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  it  would  not  require  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  to  suspend  the  rule :  a  majority  would  be  sulH- 
cient,  provided  the  Senate  should  concur. 

Mr.  WICKUFFE  asked  whether  it  was  now  in  his 
power  to  demand  of  the  Chair  whether  the  bill  did  not 
require  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative.  The  Chair 
should  give  no  opinion  upon  that  question. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  that  the  reason  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SuTUsnLARi)]  for 
changing  his  course  in  respect  to  taking  up  the  bill,  was 
the  reason  which  induced  Mr.  W.  to  do  the  same.  It  was 
sometimes  well  understood  in  that  House,  that  certain 
things  were  to  be  done  when  they  were  not  spoken  aloud 
upon  the  floor;  and  it  might  be  that  a  calculation  existed 
somewhere,  that,  unless  this  bill  should  be  passed  in  the 
House,  the  other  bill  lately  returned  to  the  Senate,  and 
intended  to  tfloct  a  compromise  of  the  tariff  questipn, 
would  not  be  passed  by  that  boily.  Might  not  some  gen- 
tlemen be  actuated  by  such  an  idea^  Now  it  was  a  cal- 
culation of  this  kind  which  satisfied  him  that  the  House 
ought  at  once  to  take  up  the  bill  and  act  upon  it.  Let 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  argue  the  question  while  there 
was  time  to  argue  it.  Mr.  W.,  for  one,  had  no  idea  of 
having  the  previous  question  sprung  upon  the  House  at 
midnight  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  inquired  whether  Sunday  was  not  to 
be  included  as  one  of  the  three  last  days  of  the  session, 
referred  to  in  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  quoted  the  journal  of  the  House  to  show 
that  it  had  been  so  considered,  and  that,  on  some  occa- 
sions, the  House  had  done  business  upon  that  day. 

Mr.  DEARBORN  then  said  that  the  House  still  had 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  before  it. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  said  it  was  very  true  that,  if  the 
consent  of  both  Houses  could  be  obtained,  llie  rule  might 
be  suspended.  But  there  were  a  number  of  highly  im- 
portant bills  from  his  own  committee  still  wailing  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House,  and  in  whicli  great  difference  of  opi- 
nion existed.  Among  these  were  the  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  the  bill  respecting  the  Cumberland  road. 
All  Mr.  V.  desired  was,  to  do  his  duty,  and  not  to  suffer 
these  bills  to  perinh  in  his  hands;  and  he  appealed  to  alt 
who  had  the  passage  of  these  bills  at  heart  to  aid  him. 
The  bill  now  pressed  was  a  Senate  bill,  and  might  be 
considered  on  the  last  days  of  the  session;  but  the  others 
must  be  acted  on  now,  or  not  at  all. 

Mr.  WAYNE  inquired  whether  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  YKnpjuANCK]  would  not  be 
as  well  accomplished,  if  the  House  should  consider  the 
appropriation  bills  in  the  evening,  after  a  recess. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  this  proposal  would  be  ac- 
ceded to. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  he  never  would  give  his  consent 
again  to  take  up  appropriation  bills  at  a  night  session:  for 
as  surely  as  the  House  did  so,  they  were  sure  to  give 
every  thing  that  might  be  asked  of  them.  He  was  oppos- 
ed to  having  a  recess.  He  was  pledged  to  meet  this 
force  bill  fairly  and  openly,  and  he  should  do  it.  If  gen- 
tlemen chose  to  take  a  dictator,  let  them  do  it. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  postpon- 
ed. Its  opponents  were  ready  and  anxious  to  be  heard. 
It  would  be  better  to  put  off  the  appropriation  bills  until 
to-morrow,  than  to  have  the  debate  on  this  bill  deferred 
to  the  end  of  the  session.  He  was  desirous  of  hearing 
their  arguments;  and  he  trusted  the  time  would  not  be 
taken  up  in  side-way  motions,  productive  only  of  delay. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  he  should  %ote  for  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vkhplaxck,] 
but  he  had  one  or  two  words  to  present  to  the  House. 
The  bill  passed  yesterday,  and  now  before  the  Senate, 
had  been  professedly  designed  as  a  bill  of  conciliation; 
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it  had  been  held  out  as  the  olive  branch  of  peace;  as  such 
K  had  been  received.  The  Smith  bad  taken  it  as  a  com- 
promise. They  had  accepted  it  as  the  olive  branch  of 
peace.  Now,  he  put  it  to  the  justice  of  the  House — to 
the  magnanimity  of  the  House — whether  it  was  becoming 
to  send  this  olive  branch  fettered  by  an  alternative  of  the 
sword  of  blood.  'Whatever  might  have  been  the  views 
of  gentlemen  heretofore  {  whatever  notions  they  might 
have  entertained  of  the  rights  of  the  General  or  the  State 
Government  in  this  conflict,  there  could  be  no  necessity 
now  for  passing,  such  a  bill  as  this.  He  would  add,  that 
if  any  thing  could  convert  that  which  had  been  sent  out 
as  a  blessing  into  a  curse;  if  any  thing  could  change  an 
act  of  conciliation  into  an  act  of  insult  and  of  provoca- 
tion, it  would  be  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  as  this.  Let 
the  House  stand  still  where  they  were — let  this  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely,  or  laid  upon  the  table,  and  he  was 
confident  the  previous  measure  would  have  a  healing  ef- 
ficacy on  the  Southern  part  of  the  Union;  but  should  this 
bill,  or  any  thing  like  this  bill,  pass,  Mr.  McD.  would  not 
be  responsible  for  the  consequences.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  take  measures  to  postpone  the  bill  finally 
and  forever.  If  the  House  were  prepared  to  act  upon 
these  principles,  he  hoped  they  would  accord  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Yshplakck]  what  he  had 
asked,  and  that  the  bill  would  not  be  taken  up  at  all. 
But  if  the  bill  was  to  be  taken  up  and  passed.  It  was  in- 
different  to  him  when. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  his  colleagfue 
[Mr.  McDuFFis]  had  told  the  House  that  he  regarded  the 
bill  passed  yesterday  on  the  tariflT  question  as  the  olive 
branch  of  peace;  but  the  gentleman  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  say  that  it  would  be  so  regarded  by  the  con- 
vention which  had  framed  the  nullifying  ordinance,  and 
which  was  again  to  meet  on  the  2d  Monday  in  March 
next.  All  be  could  do  on  that  subject  was  to  express  a 
hope.  Mr.  U.  would  remind  the  House  of  what  he  had 
said  the  otiier  day,  viz.  that  the  House  had  no  warrant  to 
believe  that  the  nuUifiers  would  so  receive  the  bill:  for 
they  have  expressly  declared  to  all  the  world,  that  unless 
the  protective  policy  should  be  wholly  and  utterly  aban- 
doned, no  other  modification  of  the  tarifl*  wotild  be  ac- 
ceptable to  them.  They  had  positively  said  that  they 
would  be  satisfied  with  no  bill  which  should  recognise 
the  protective  principle  in  any  shape.  Now,  they  all 
knew  that  the  bill  passed  yesterday  retained  the  protec- 
tive principle  unimpaired.  If  the  House  should  stop 
where  it  was,  lliey  would  put  all  at  the  mercy  of  the  do- 
minant party  in  South  Carolina.  Those  men  would  never 
be  satisfied  with  the  tariflT  bill;  all  its  provisions  were  in- 
suflicicnt  to 'come  up  to  their  demands.  They  might 
proceed  to  practical  nullification  and  secession,  declare 
the  State  out  of  the  Union,  confiscate  property,  and  peril 
even  the  lives  of  the  Union  party.  Something  certainly 
wa^  due  to  those  who  had  taken  their  stand  for  the  Union 
and  the  laws.  Let  the  consequences  of  this  bill  be  what 
they  might,  it  was  due  to  the  friends  of  order  in  South 
Carolina.  Mr.  B.  disclaimed  all  fears  of  a  personal  na- 
ture. Whether  the  bill  should  pass  or  not,  come  what 
would,  he  could  assure  the  House  of  one  thing,  the 
Union  party  of  South  Carolina  would  choose  extermina- 
tion before  dishonor. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  that  South  Carolina  had  de- 
clared, upon  her  sovereignly,  that  ilie  tariff*  kws  of  the 
Unipn  were  null  and  void;  and  if  so — 

Here  the  CHAIR  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  the  question 
before  the  House  was  on  postponement,  and  that  the 
merits  of  the  bill  could  not  be  gone  into. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  said  he  had  no  purpose  of  discuss- 
ing the  merits  of  the  bill;  and  he  would  merely  add  that 
that  State,  upon  grounds  to  which  she  still  adherc-d,  had 
denounced  the  tariff"  laws  as  unconstitutional  and  void, 
and  had  put  her  power  in  array  to  prostrate  the  laws  of 


the  Union  at  her  feet:  and  hence  the  necessity  of  passing 
the  law  before  the  House.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  McDirms]  had  said  that  the  bill  of  yes- 
terday was  a  bill  of  compromise,  and  that  he  so  received 
it;  and  he  had  further  expressed  his  belief  that  it  would 
be  so  viewed  and  so  received  in  South  Carolina.  But  the 
gentleman  could  not  but  be  aware  that  the  representa- 
tives of  that  State  in  this  House  did  not  represent  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State,  but  the  convention  did;  and  it 
was  the  convention  who  had  declared  the  revenue  laws  null 
and  void.  Now,  the  bill  of  yesterday  went  just  to  re-enact 
the  bill  of  July  last,  which  bill  the  sovereignty  of  South 
Carolina  had  declared  to  all  the  world  was  null  and  void. 
Now,  though  such  might  be  the  opinion,  or  the  hope,  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  what  security  had  the  House 
that  such  would  be  the  view  of  the  sovereignty  of  South 
Carolina?  and  that  the  army  of  12,000,  now  in  arms 
against  the  laws  of  the  Union,  would  be  disbanded?  or 
her  courts,  now  shut  against  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  be  opened?  If  the  gentleman  was  author- 
ized to  g^ve  the  House  such  an  assurance,  let  him  stand 
up  and  give  it.  If  South  Carolina  desired  peace,  and 
would  disband  her  army,  and  submit  to  the  laws,  well; 
but  if  not,  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill,  would  pass,  and  not  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  that  more  questions  had  been 
asked  than  could  be  answered  now,  when  the  time  allow- 
ed for  discussion  was  so  limited.  I'he  honorable  gentle- 
man had  said  that  the  House  had  no  assurance  that  the 
South  would  accept  the  tariflT  bill  of  yesterday  as  a  com- 
promise. But  Mr.  C.  would  appeal  to  the  liberality  of 
the  gentleman  to  say  whether  more  was  ever  required  by 
the  House  than  the  assuranpe  of  the  representatives  of 
any  one  State  as  to  her  views  and  purposes.  The  House 
had  had  the  solemn  assurance  of  a  gentleman  residing 
where  the  greatest  grievance  was  said  to  exist;  that  gen- 
tleman had  no  doubt  that  the  bill  would  be  considered  as 
a  measure  of  pacification.  Mr.  C  concurred  in  this  opi- 
nion most  fully,  but  he  could  go  no  further.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  bill  would  give  peace  and 
quietness  to  the  whole  South.  And  why  was  he  warrant- 
ed in  coming  to  such  a  conclusion'  Because  but  two 
members  from  that  whole  section  of  Uie  Union,  extending 
from  the  Potomac  to  Louisiana,  had  voted  against  the  biU. 
Could  there  be  a  clearer  evidence'  If,  after  having  re- 
flected on  the  matter  for  two  dap,  and  suflfered  the  ebul- 
lition of  political  feeling  to  subside,  with  the  prospect  of 
so  soon  separating  from  each  otlier,  any  man  could  still 
cherish  a  purpose  of  passing  such  a  bill  as  this,  Mr.  C . 
would  say  to  him,  is  it  not  better  to  try  to  put  Ibe  Gene- 
ral Government  nearly  in  the  right?  Is  it  not  belter  to 
try  the  effect  of  the  peace-offering  we  have  held  out,  be- 
fore we  think  of  measures  of  the  opposite  character?  If 
the  tariflT  bill  should  not  give  peace  to  the  country,  it  woukl 
place  the  States  which  should  continue  to  disturb  its 
peace  in  such  a  situation  as  would  justify  the  convening 
of  Congress  immediately:  and  all  could  then  judge  whidi 
party  was  in  fault.  Nothing  very  material  could  take 
place  before  that  time:  and  such  a  bill,  if  passed  then, 
would  have  tenfold  more  influence  than  at  present. 

But  if  the  House  should  send  the  South  a  bill  of  com- 
promise,  with  a  finger-board  attached  to  it,  pointing  to  a 
threat,  and  intimating  that  it  was  merely  offered  with  a 
view  to  pacify  the  State  for  the  present  moment,  that  the 
Government  might,  with  the  greater  pretext  of  justice, 
come  down  upon  it  with  vengeance,  what  must  be  the 
probable,  the  natural  consequence?  Gentlemen  sliouUl 
reason  in  that  House  as  they  reason  when  out  of  it. 
Suppose,  in  private  life,  a  proposal  for  compromising  a 
personal  disagreement  should  be  accompanied  with  a  dis« 
tinct  intimation  that  if  the  off*er  should  not  be  promptly 
received,  the  paity  would  immediately  be  put  to  the 
swonl;  would  any  high-minded  man  accept  it?     Would 
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not  the  threat  ensure  the  rejection?  If  gentlemen  were 
swayed  by  weiglit  of  argument,  and  not  carried  away  by 
their  passions;  if  tliey  honestly  wished  to  make  an  expe- 
riment for  the  pacification  of  the  country,  they  would 
promptly  reject  a  bill  like  this.  He  concluded  by  moving 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BEAUDSI^EY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
this  motion;  whereupon, 
Mr.  CLAYTON  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  BURGES  then  said  that  he  believed  that  it  would 
not  be  suspected  of  him  that  any  thing  he  should  say  was 
prompted  by  any  wish  to  aid  the  present  administration, 
further  than  in  matters  intimately  connected  with  the  safe- 
ty of  the  country;  lie  denied,  however,  for  many  reasons, 
that  the  present  administration  measure  should  succeed, 
and  the  bill  be  passed;  therefore  he  was  opposed  to  the 
motion  to  postpone.     The  lingering  step  of  days  had 
brought  the  House  to  almost  its  last  day;  and  they  had 
cried  •*  to-morrow"  and  "  to-morrow,"  till  but  two  or  three 
more  to-morrows  remained  to  act  in.     He  would  not  say 
that  to  postpone  now  would  be  to  defeat,  but  all  must  see 
that  such  might  not  improbably  be  the  result.     All,  then, 
who  believed  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  would  vote  agfainst 
the  postponement.     The  House  had  heard  it  urged  that 
the  bill  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon  till  they  should  hear 
f>om  South  Carolina  how  the  bill  of  yesterday  was  re- 
ceived.    In  the  name  of  Heaven^  did  gentlemen  expect 
that  House  to  do  nothing  until  they  should  hear  authori- 
tatively how  South  Carolina  would  receive  the  concilia- 
tory measure  already  agreed  to?    Who  there  could  tell? 
He  readily  granted  that  there  might  be  gentlemen  on  that 
floor  who  were  most  intimately  connected  with  the  move- 
ments in  that  quarter,  (he  should  not  now  attend  to  the 
christening  of  those  measures;  that  would  be  the  office  of 
history,)  and  those  gentlemen  might  know  that  the  com- 
bustion was  gathering  strength  daily  from  the  fuel  around 
it;  but  who  could  tell  whether  the  little  taper  we  had 
sent  to  the  South  would  be  equal  to  the  flame  it  might 
encounter  there?    But,  admitting  that  the  bill  would  be 
received  as  peace,  and  that  South  Carolina  intended  sub- 
mission to  the  laws;  if  so,  where  could  be  the  objection 
to  a  bill  which  only  went  to  declare  that  in  all  the  States 
of  this  Union  the  laws  shall  be  obeyed?    Mr.  B.  had  been 
broug^ht  up  in  a  region  where  obedience  was  required 
from  all,  and  yielded  by  all. 

;r  [The  CHAiahere  interposed,  and  reminded  Mr.  B-  that 
the  question  was  on  postponement  merely.] 

Mr.  B.  s.iid  he  haci  been  endeavoring  to  show  that,  if 
the  House  postponed  the  bill,  it  must  be  lost.  If,  as  has 
been  alleged,  the  bill  was  in  accordance  with  what  was 
doing  in  South  Carolina,  why  not  pass  it?  What  harm 
could  it  do  to  those  who  meant  to  obey  the  laws?  If  it 
-was  obnoxious  to  South  Carolina,  it  must  only  be  because 
she  meant  not  to  obey  them;  the  United  States  were 
bound  to  give  the  people  of  that  State  a  republican  form 
of  Government,  and  to  protect  the  Union  party  against 
the  dominant  faction  who  were  for  overturning  all  order. 
Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  that  any  thing  but  the  power  of  the 
United  States  would  silence  that  opposition  which  had 
provided  tlic  military  means  for  the  utter  overthrow  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  cease  to 
debate  this  question.  Let  the  vote  be  taken  on  postpon- 
ing, and  if  there  was  a  majority  disposed  to  pass  the  bill, 
they  virould  of  course  refuse  to  postpone.  Those  oppos- 
ed to  it  would  vote  for  the  motion.  Mr.  C  considered  it 
as  a  test  vote.  If  the  bill  must  pass,  let  it  pass  at  once, 
and  be  done  with  it. 

Mr.  WAYNE  requested  Mr.  Vbbplakck  to  withdraw 
his  motion  to  postpone.  It  could  not  answer  the  purpose 
he  intended,  and  only  operated  to  hinder  the  bill  from 
being  discussed.  The  gentleman  had  two  conflicting  re- 
spon:iibilities;  he  was  in  a  strait  between  his  appropriation  | 


bills  and  the  incidental  debate  which  had  arisen.  Why 
not  at  once  withdraw  the  motion,  and  let  the  House  dis' 
cuss  the  plain  question  before  it?  To-morrow  would  be 
in  time  for  the  appropriation  bills.  Mr.  W.  was  indeed 
opposed  to  sitting  on  Sunday,  unless  there  should  be  an 
obvious  necessity  for  it,  but  this  now  existed.  He  remem- 
bered when  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  at  a  former  ses- 
sion, who  was  very  anxious  to  prevent  the  passage  of  cer- 
tain bills,  had  brought  the  bible  into  the  House,  and  read 
it  to  the  members  to  awe  their  conscience,  but  it  bad  been 
in  vain:  the  House  had  proceeded  to  legislate.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  consider  the  attitude  in  which  be 
stood,  and  would  consent  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  said  he  had  not  invited  the  debate 
for  which  it  was  attempted  to  hold  him  responsible;  but, 
as  the  gentleman's  remarks  were  evidently  sincere,  to 
obviate  difficulty,  he  would  move  the  previous  question 
on  postponement. 

Mr.  v.,  however,  did  not  press  the  call. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  urged  Mr.  V.  to  accede  to  the  re- 
quest of  his  friends.  He  had  the  passage  of  the  appro' 
priation  bills  as  much  at  heart  as  any  one  could;  but  the 
motion  to  postpone  would  not  secure  that  object,  and 
only  tended  to  embarrass  the  House.  The  motion,  he 
knew,  proceeded  from  the  best  motives,  but  had  not  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  committee  over  which  his  friend 
presided. 

Mr.  HA  WES  said  he  should  vote  td  postpone.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  take  one  more  night  to  reflect 
upon  the  bill,  and  thst  it  would  then  be  laid  aside  entire- 
ly. A  man  must  be  credulous  indeed  to  believe  that  the 
convention  of  South  Carolina  would  not  withdraw  their 
opposition  the  moment  they  should  get  news  of  the  bill 
of  compromise  which  had  been  passed.  He  saw  no  rea« 
son  why  the  Government  must  issue  a  declaration  of  war 
against  South  Carolina,  when  but  yesterday  it  had  extend^ 
ed  the  band  of  peace  and  conciliation.  I'his  bill  was  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  declaration  of  war  against  that 
soverelgpi  State. 

The  CHAIR  admonished  Mr.  Hjlwes  that  it  was  out 
of  order  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  bill;  the  question 
was  on  postponement. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  he  should  like  to  know  of  those  wlio 
were  for  the  postponement,  whether  they  were  right  cer- 
tain they  could  pass  the  appropriation  bills  in  case  there 
should  be  one  refractory  member.  He  merely  wished  to 
ask  whether,  supposing  there  should  be  one  or  two  op- 
posed to  passing  those  bills,  they  could  not  keep  off*  the 
the  passage  of  them  as  long  as  they  liked  by  continuing  to 
ofl*er  amendments  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bills 
could  not  be  got  out  of  committee  while  a  single  amend- 
ment was  pending.  And  were  gentlemen  ready,  for  the 
sake  of  this  bloody  bill,  to  starve  the  whole  civil  list?  In 
their  zeal  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  they  put  the  Government  in  jeopardy  of 
starving  to  death?  He  was  opposed  to  the  postponement; 
he  coukl  not  but  recollect  that  he  himself  ate  occasionally; 
and  he  had  more  charity  of  feeling  than  not  to  wish  all  to 
live  and  let  live.  He  was  anxious  to  get  at  this  bill,  this 
bloody  bill.  The  bill  would  do  him  no  injury;  but  he 
knew  those  to  whom  its  passage  would  be  like  swallowing 
a  live  catfish. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Verplaxgil's  motion 
to  postpone,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  70,  nays 
127.     So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that  his  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  being 
still  before  the  House,  if  it  should  be  withdrawn,  the  bill 
itself  would  then  be  a  legitimate  subject  of  discussion. 
To  persist  in  his  motion  would  be  useless,  and  he  should 
therefore  withdraw  it.  The  bill  being  now  before  the 
House,  he  wished  to  oflTer  a  few  ideas  upon  some  of  its 
provisions. 
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[Mr.  WICKLIFPE  here  made  a  question  of  order,*  and 
insisted  that  the  bill  ouf^ht  to  go  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  and  there  receive  its  first  discussion.  This 
was  required  by  the  spirit  of  a  decision  made  by  the  Chair 
a  few  days  ngo. 

The  CHAIR  replied  tliat  this  question  had  been  al- 
ready decided.  The  Chair  had  pronounced  the  decision 
some  days  ago,  that  this  bill  did  not  require  to  go  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.] 

Mr.  CARSON  resumed,  and  had  just  remarked  that 
this  was  the  eighth  year  he  had  served  in  that  hall — 
when 

[Mr.  COKB  rose  to  order,  and  inquired  whether  this 
bill  was  first  to  receive  the  action  of  the  House  in  the 
House  itself,  or  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  .^ 

Mr.  WAYNE  called  Mr.  Coks  to  order,  as  making  a 
question  which  was  already  settled. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  called  Mr.  Watits  to  order. 

Tlie  CHAIR  called  all  the  gentlemen  to  order. 


Mr.  COKE  said  that  the  rules  of  the  House  required 
that  a  bill  of  this  character  should  first  be  considered  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House.  This  was  a  preliminary 
question,  and  must  first  be  decided. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  question  had  been  settled,  and 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  COKE  requested  Mr.  Carsok  to  yield  the  floor, 
that  this  question  mig^it  be  discussed. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  had  not  been  treated  with  kind- 
ness, and  did  not  feel  himself  under  any  obligation  to  com- 
ply with  the  request.     He  should  not  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  MERCER  rose,  by  permis^on  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  to  say  that,  as  no  proposition  had 
been  made  by  that  gentleman,  no  point  of  order  could  le- 
gitimately be  raised. 

The  CHAIR  again  declared  that  the  floor  could  not  be 
taken  from  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  was 
entitled  now  to  proceed. 


•  TO  THE  EDITORS. 

Washistotok,  March  1,  1833. 

Maen,  Gales  U  Stolon:  The  question  of  order  raised 
by  myself,  on  Wednesday,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, when  the  bill  for  collecting  the  revenue  was  called 
up  for  consideration  and  discussion  in  the  House,  is  one, 
in  my  opinion,  of  too  much  importance  to  permit  it  to 
pass  witti  the  brief  notice  taken  of  it  in  your  report.  I 
must,  therefore,  in  order  to  relieve  myself  from  the  im* 
putation  of  making^  captious  objections,  ask  the  liberty  of 
inserting  the  questions  in  the  columns  of  your  paper,  and 
desire  that  they  may  be  translated  into  your  Register  of 
Debates. 

By  the  101st  rule  of  the  House,  it  is  declared  that 
*'  No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge  upon  the 
people,  shall  be  discussed  the  day  on  which  it  is  nnade  or 
offered;  and  every  such  proposition  shall  receive  its  first 
discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House." 

The  103d  rule  provides,  that  "All  proceedings  touch- 
ing appropriations  of  money  shall  be  first  discussed  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House." 

It  is  presumed  that  the  object  of  these  rules  was  to 
ensure  to  a  minority  in  every  case,  a  full,  free,  and  un- 
restricted discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  where 
the  freedom  and  latitude  of  debate  are  greater  than  in  the 
House. 

The  adoption  of  these  two  rules  was  designed  to  have 
the  effect  of  compelling  a  majority  to  submit  their  mea- 
sures for  free  discussion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
when  they  could  not,  by  the  use  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, prevent  all  debate,  and  thereby  also  protect  the  de- 
formity and  iniquity  of  their  high-handed  measures,  in- 
volving and  drawmg  after  them  large  expenditures  of 
public  money  from  exposition  and  just  reprobation. 

Believing  that  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  furtlier  to  pro- 
vide for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports,"  was  a  mea- 
sure coming  within  the  purview  of  the  rules  above,  and 
also  believing  the  principles  involved  in  the  said  bill  were 
of  a  character  which  required  a  full,  free,  and  unrestrict- 
ed discussion,  I  felt  it  my  duty-^o  raise  the  question  of  or- 
der, particuLirly  when  I  saw  and  witnessed  a  demand  for 
the  previous  question  sustained  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority, before  the  bill  in  fact  had  ever  been  read  in  the 
House.  The  time  to  present  the  question  was,  when 
some  member  had  commenced  the  discussion  of  the  bill 
in  the  House  upon  its  merits. 

When  the  member  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cahboh] 
commenced  the  first  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  therefore,  I  raised  the  question  of  order,  and  de- 
manded that  the  Speaker  should  decide  whether,  under 
the  two  rules  above  cited,  the  bill  must  not  receive  its 
first  discussion  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 


What  followed  is  copied  below,  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Clerk: 

<*  Mr.  Cabsov  withdrew  his  motion  to  commit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  proceeded  to  discuss  the  said  bill;  when 

*<  Mr.  WicKLiFPS  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
stated  that  this  was  a  bill  which,  bjr  the  rules  of  this  House, 
must  receive  its  first  discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

'*  The  Spraksb  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  for  the 
member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Wicklifpb]  now  to  raise 
the  question  of  order,  and  thereby  to  deprive  the  mem- 
ber from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cabsoh]  of  the  floor. 

«  From  this  decision  Mr.  WicKurrft  appealed;  and  the 
question  was  put.  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  House?  and  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative." 

Thus  it  will  appear  tliat  the  honorable  Speaker  decid- 
ed that  it  was  out  of  order  for  a  member  to  raise  this  im- 
portant question  of  order,  because  thereby  it  deprived 
the  member  from  North  Carolina,  for  the  time  being,  of 
the  floor,  and  the  House  sustained  that  decision.  How- 
ever incorrect  I  think  this  decision  to  be,  I  do  not  design 
to  discuss  it,  but  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  it  was  a  very 
ingenious  mode  to  avoid  a  decision  upon  the  main  and 
important  question,  whether  this  bill,  by  the  rules  of  the 
House,  must  not  have  its  first  discussion  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

I  will  point  to  some  of  the  features  of  the  bill,  in  order 
to  see  whether  it  is  a  bill  or  proceeding  touching  appro- 
priations of  money;  whether  it  is  a  bill,  which  by  its  pro- 
visions may  involve  **  a  charge  upon  the  people." 

Under  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  tlie  President  is  au- 
thorized, whenever,  in  his  discretion,  it  may  be  necessary 
for  a  particular  purpose,  to  call  into  his  service  the  entire 
military  and  naval  power,  and  the  entire  militia  of  the 
United  States.  Is  this  a  bill  which  draws  after  it  «  a 
charge  upon  the  people"  whenever  the  President  shall 
execute  the  mandates  of  this  law  ? 

If  it  were  a  law  declaring  war  against  a  foreign  State 
or  Power,  would  it  be  contended  that  it  involved  do 
"  charge  upon  the  people?" 

When  the  whole  military  arm  of  the  Government  is 
put  in  requisition,  will  it  be  contended  that  **  no  charge" 
IS  raised  **  upon  the  people?" 

It  was  because  I  was  denied  the  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting this  question  for  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  that 
I  appealed,  and  the  decision,  as  pronounced,  is,  that  a 
member  has  not  a  right  to  raise  a  question  of  order,  be- 
cause, by  doing  so,  he  would  thereby  deprive  a  member 
(who  may  be  speaking  to  a  question  out  of  order)  of  the 
floor.     Respcctrullv, 

C.  A.  WICKUFFE. 
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Yrom  this  decision  Mr.  WICKLIFPE  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  made  some  remarks,  imperfectly  heard 
by  the  reporter,  the  substance  of  which,  however,  was 
understood  to  be,  that  the  Speaker  had  no  power  either 
to  prevent  the  House  from  committing  the  bill,  or  to  com- 
pel it  to  do  so.  The  House  was  perfectly  free,  and  might 
take  whichever  course  it  should  prefer. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  he  trusted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  WiCKLiFrs]  would  not  press  his 
question  of  order.  It  must  be  perfectly  obvious  that  it 
would  be  utterly  unavailing.  It  was  obvious  that  a  majo- 
rity of  the  House  was  determined  to  act  upon  the  bill, 
without  committing  it,  and  he  would  throw  no  difficulty 
in  its  way:  to  persist  would  only  give  the  majority  a  pre- 
text for  calling  the  previous  question.  He  was  for  meet- 
ing the  question  fairly  and  openly. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that  if  the  rule  declared  the  bill 
must  go  to  a  committee,  that  rule  could  not  be  changed 
but  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  House. 

After  some  further  very  desultory  discussion  as  to  the 
question  of  order,  the  Chair  stated  its  decision  substan- 
tially as  follows: 

The  Speaker  having  been  asked  whether  this  bill  re- 
quired commitment,  had  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  did 
not.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  then  mov- 
ed to  commit  the  bill,  but  had  subsequently  withdrawn 
the  motion,  and  commenced  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
bill.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Chair  had  decided 
that  the  gentleman  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  could 
not  be  deprived  of  it  by  a  question  of  order  as  to  the  com- 
mitment of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  ainrmed  without  a  count.] 

Mr.  CARSON  thereupon  resumed  the  floor,  and  con- 
tinued the  course  of  his  remarks. 

From  the  obvious  majority  against  him,  it  would  have 
been  useless  for  him  to  persevere  in  attempting  to  get  the 
bill  committed;  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  had  with- 
drawn his  motion.  He  now  rose  to  perform  a  solemn  du- 
ty; such  a  one  as  he  had  once  hoped  would  never  have 
been  his  lot,  and  one  which  filled  him  with  the  deepest 
regfret:  it  was  to  part  with  a  number  of  gentlemen  with 
whom  it  had  been  his  pride  and  pleasure  heretofore  to 
act.  But  the  hour  was  come  in  which  he  was  called  to 
separate  himself  from  them.  He  regretted  this  the  more, 
as  he  knew  that  it  would  operate  as  a  banishment  of  him- 
self from  the  regard  of  a  man  whom  he  had  delighted  to 
honor;  a  man  wiiom  he  had  served^  if  not  with  as  much 
ability,  at  lesust  with  as  much  honest  zeal  as  ever  son  felt 
toward  the  person  and  the  reputation  of  his  own  father. 
Never  had  his  heart  known  such  a  feeling  of  devotion  to- 
ward any  human  being,  unconnected  with  himself  by 
blood,  as  toward  Andrew  Jackson .  But  he  had  arrived 
at  tlie  spot  where  they  must  part.  Lear  had  banished  his 
Cordelia,  and  had  divided  his  estate  between  Regan  and 
Goneril,  because  thev  were  more  vociferous  in  the  pro- 
fession of  their  attachment  than  his  poor  Cordelia.  He 
had  banished,  too,  the  honest  Kent.  Yet  Mr.  C.  felt  it  to 
be  difficult,  when  the  affections  of  the  heart  had  once 
been  so  devoted,  to  indulge  in  any  expression  of  censure, 
even  where  the  object  of  those  affections  was  most  in  er- 
ror. He  felt,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  would  rather  hide 
such  things  from  the  world,  and  let  them  be  consigned  to 
perpetual  oblivion.  But  this  bill — ^how  could  it  be  hid- 
den ?  He  met  it  on  his  way;  he  had  not  gone  to  seek  it; 
it  met  him,  and  he  could  not  avoid  it.  God  knew  what 
had  been  his  feelings  on  first  perusing  it.  He  saw  at 
once  that  the  line  of  separation  was  drawn  forever.  The 
fault  was  not  his.  The  measure  had  broken  upon  the 
nation  like  a  thunder  clap;  it  was  not  merely  Mr.  C.'s 
misfortune,  but  that  of  the  whole  American  people. 
With  the  popularity  he  enjoyed,  that  individual  could  have 
done  more  good  than  any  other  man  since  tlie  days  of 
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Washington.  But,  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  doing 
good,  was  the  corresponding  power  of  doing  injury. 
That  injury  was  now  about  to  be  inflicted.  It  wonld  be 
inflicted  by  this  bill.  Mr.  C.  might  be  mistaken  in  this 
foreboding;  and  when  he  saw  himself  separated  from  so 
many  of  his  friends  in  relation  to  it,  he  wished  he  could 
believe  that  he  was;  but  he  could  not  see  such  a  bill  about 
to  pass  witliout  offering  some  feeble  opposition  to  it.  He 
would  remind  gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  formerly  act- 
ed, and  who  now  were  prepared  to  vote  for  this  bill  be- 
cause it  had  the  Executive  recommendation,  of  some 
things  that  seemed  to  be  forgotten.  He  was  well  aware 
that  they  acted  under  a  high  sense  of  duty,  and  consider- 
ed themselves  as  having  a  high  moral  duty  to  perform. 
But  he  would  recall  their  recollections  to  the  sessions  of 
ISISe-T,  when  a  gentleman  was  President  who  now  sat 
near  him  in  that  House,  [Mr.  Adaxs.]  The  Executive 
had  sent,  during  that  session,  a  message  to  the  House 
having  reference  to  the  execution  of  a  treaty  with  the 
Creek  Indians.  In  that  paper  he  had  very  strongly 
squinted  at  the  employment  of  force.  He  had  spoken 
in  it  of  a  "  superadded  obligation"  arising  from  his  oath 
of  office.  Mr.  C.  and  his  coadjutors  had  pounced  upon 
the  passage  as  hungry  pikes  would  pounce  upon  a  roach. 
They  were  all  ready  in  a  moment,  with  their  gaffs  on,  to 
fly  at  the  man  who  had  presumed  to  send  such  a  message 
to  that  House. 

[Mr.  C.  here  quoted  the  message.] 

In  the  first  part  this  paper  said  that  the  author  abstain- 
ed from  using  the  force  in  his  control,  because  he  knew 
that  those  who  opposed  the  execution  of  the  treaty  were 
acting  under  the  laws  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  believed 
that  they  were  doing  their  duty.  Now,  Mr.  C.  would  say 
to  gentlemen  who  had  voted  with  him  on  that  occasion, 
that  before  they  voted  for  the  present  bill  they  ought  to 
go  to  that  gentleman  and  ask  his  pardon.  It  was  due  to 
themselves.  It  was  due  to  him.  Every  one  recollected 
what  a  sensation  that  message  had  produced  in  the  House; 
every  one  must  remember  the  able  report  upon  it  in  the 
Senate.  Yet  there,  tlie  Executive  abstained  from  using 
force,  because  the  individuals  were  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  a  State.  Compare  this  language  with  the  bill 
now  before  the  House;  it  was  Hyperion  to  a  Satyr.  Com- 
pare the  bill  with  the  alien  and  sedition  law — that  odious 
act  which  had  been  virtually  repealed  by  the  public  sen- 
timent of  the  American  people — ^and  it  dwindled  into  in- 
significance. A  comparison  of  the  two  bills  would  be 
sufficient  to  convince  any  man  of  the  character  of  this 
measure.  The  alien  law  empowered  the  President  to  or- 
der such  as  he  might  consider  dangerous  and  suspected 
aliens  to  depart  from  the  country;  and  if  they  refused,  to 
imprison  them. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  quoted  the  alien  law.] 

That  bill  permitted  a  man  to  be  tried  by  his  peers;  but 
did  this  bill  permit  any  such  thing?  Did  the  alien  bill 
send  a  sword?  No;  but  look  at  what  this  bill  provided. 
[Here  Mr.  C.  auoted  the  clause  in  relation  to  unlawful 
assemblages  of  people.]  "May  be  deemed"— deemed 
by  whom?  Why,  by  the  President,  to  be  sure;  or  by  a 
creature  he  should  appoint.  What  did  this  bill  do  but 
put  a  sword  into  the  hand  of  the  Executive  against  his 
fellow-citizens?  It  empowered  him  to  ride  rough-shod 
over  the  sovereignty  of  a  State  of  this  Union.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  bill  might  deny  the  fact;  but  what  had  pro- 
duced the  act?  Was  it  not  the  sovereign  action  of  a  sove- 
reign State?  And  what  had  the  House  heard  this  day  and 
yesterday  from  a  native  son  of  Carolina?  from  a  gentlemaii 
mdebted  to  her  for  his  birth  and  his  existence?  That  this 
bill  was  all-important  to  heal  the  wounds  of  a  minority  of 
that  State. 

[Here  Mr.  MITCHELL,  of  South  Carolina*  interposed, 
and  flatly  denied  that  he  had  said  any  such  thing.] 

The  gentleman  certainly  had  said  that  it  was  due  to  the 
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it  had  been  held  out  as  the  olive  branch  of  peace  <  as  such 
it  had  been  received.  The  South  had  taken  it  as  a  com- 
promise. They  had  accepted  it  as  the  olive  branch  of 
peace.  Now,  he  put  it  to  the  justice  of  the  House — to 
the  magnanimity  of  the  House — whether  it  was  becoming 
to  send  this  olive  branch  fettered  by  an  alternative  of  the 
sword  of  blood.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  views 
of  gentlemen  heretofore;  whatever  notions  they  might 
have  entertained  of  the  rights  of  the  General  or  the  State 
Government  in  this  conflict,  there  could  be  no  necessity 
now  for  passing  such  a  bill  as  this.  He  would  add,  tliat 
if  any  thing  could  convert  that  which  had  been  sent  out 
as  a  blessing  into  a  curse;  if  any  thing  could  change  an 
act  of  conciliation  into  an  act  of  insult  and  of  provoca- 
tion, it  would  be  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  as  this.  Let 
the  House  stand  still  where  they  were — let  this  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely,  or  laid  upon  the  table,  and  he  was 
confident  the  previous  measure  would  have  a  healing  ef- 
ficacy on  the  Southern  part  of  the  Union;  but  should  this 
bill,  or  any  thing  like  this  bill,  pass,  Mr.  McD.  would  not 
be  responsible  for  the  consequences.  He  trusted  the 
House  would  take  measures  to  postpone  the  bill  finally 
and  forever.  If  the  House  were  prepared  to  act  upon 
these  principles,  he  hoped  they  would  accord  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  VaaPLAircK]  what  he  liad 
asked,  and  that  the  bill  would  not  be  taken  up  at  all. 
But  if  the  bill  was  to  be  taken  up  and  passed,  it  was  in* 
different  to  him  when. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  his  colleague 
[Mr.  McDcFFix]  had  told  the  House  that  he  regarded  the 
bill  passed  yesterd<«y  on  the  tariflT  question  as  the  olive 
branch  of  peace;  but  the  gentleman  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  say  that  it  would  be  so  regarded  by  the  con- 
vention which  had  framed  the  nullifying  ordinance,  and 
which  was  again  to  meet  on  the  2d  Monday  in  March 
next.  All  he  could  do  on  that  subject  was  to  express  a 
hope.  Mr.  B.  would  remind  tiie  House  of  what  he  had 
said  the  other  day,  viz.  that  the  House  had  no  warrant  to 
believe  that  the  nullifiers  would  so  receive  the  bill:  for 
they  have  expressly  declared  to  all  the  world,  that  unless 
tlie  protective  policy  should  be  wholly  and  utterly  aban- 
doned, no  other  modification  of  the  tarifl'  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  them.  They  had  positively  said  that  they 
would  be  satisfied  with  no  bill  which  should  recognise 
the  protective  principle  in  any  shape.  Now,  they  all 
knew  that  the  bill  passed  yesterday  retained  the  protec- 
tive principle  unimpaired.  If  the  House  should  stop 
where  it  was,  they  would  put  all  at  the  mercy  of  the  do- 
minant party  in  South  Carolina.  Those  men  would  never 
be  satisfied  with  the  tariflT  bill;  all  its  provisions  were  in- 
suflicicnt  to 'come  up  to  their  demands.  They  might 
proceed  to  practical  nullification  and  secession,  declare 
the  State  out  of  the  Union,  confiscate  property,  and  peril 
even  the  lives  of  the  Union  party.  Something  certainly 
wa<  due  to  those  who  had  taken  their  stand  for  the  Union 
and  the  laws.  Let  the  consequences  of  this  bill  be  what 
they  might,  it  was  due  to  the  friends  of  order  in  South 
Carolina.  Mr.  B.  dischiimed  all  fears  of  a  personal  na- 
ture. Whether  the  bill  should  pass  or  not,  come  what 
would,  he  could  assure  the  House  of  one  thing,  the 
Union  party  of  South  Carolina  would  choose  extermina- 
tion before  dishonor. 

Mr.  BEARDS  LEY  said  that  South  Carolina  had  de- 
clared, upon  her  sovereignty,  that  the  tariflT  hiws  of  the 
Unipn  were  null  and  void;  and  if  so— 

Here  the  CHAIR  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  the  question 
before  the  House  was  on  postponement,  and  that  the 
merits  of  the  bill  could  not  be  gone  into. 

Mr.  BEARDS  LEY  said  he  had  no  purpose  of  discuss- 
ing the  merits  of  the  bill:  and  he  would  merely  add  that 
that  State,  upon  grounds  to  which  she  still  adhcrcil,  had 
denounced  the  tariflT  laws  as  unconstitutional  and  void, 
and  had  put  her  power  in  array  to  prostrate  the  laws  of 


the  Union  at  her  feet:  and  hence  the  necessity  of  passing 
the  law  before  the  House.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  McDuffik]  had  said  that  the  bill  of  yes- 
terday was  a  bill  of  compromise,  and  that  he  so  received 
it;  and  he  had  further  expressed  his  belief  that  it  would 
be  so  viewed  and  so  received  in  South  Carolina.  But  the 
gentleman  could  not  but  be  aware  that  the  representa- 
tives of  that  State  in  this  House  did  not  represent  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State,  but  the  convention  did;  and  it 
was  the  convention  who  had  declared  the  revenue  laws  null 
and  void.  Now,  the  bill  of  yesterday  went  just  to  re-enact 
the  bill  of  July  last,  which  bill  the  sovereignty  of  South 
Carolina  had  declared  to  all  the  world  was  null  and  void. 
Now,  though  such  might  be  the  opinion,  or  the  hope,  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  what  security  had  the  House 
that  such  would  be  the  view  of  the  sovereignty  of  South 
Carolina?  and  that  the  army  of  13,000,  now  in  anna 
against  the  laws  of  the  Union,  would  be  disbanded?  or 
her  courts,  now  shut  against  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  be  opened?  If  the  gentleman  was  author- 
ized to  g^ve  the  House  such  an  assurance,  let  him  staod 
up  and  give  it.  If  South  Carolina  desired  peace,  and 
would  disband  her  army,  and  submit  to  the  laws,  well; 
but  if  Dot,  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill.would  pass,  and  not  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  observed  that  more  questions  had  been 
asked  than  could  be  answered  now,  when  the  time  allow- 
ed for  discussion  was  so  limited.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man had  said  that  the  House  had  no  assurance  that  the 
South  would  accept  the  tariff  bill  of  yesterday  as  a  com- 
promise. But  Mr.  C.  would  appeal  to  the  liberality  of 
the  gentleman  to  say  whetlier  more  was  ever  required  by 
the  House  than  the  assurance  of  the  representatives  of 
any  one  State  as  to  her  views  and  purposes.  The  House 
had  had  the  solemn  assurance  of  a  gentleman  residing 
where  the  greatest  grievance  was  said  to  exist;  that  gen- 
tleman had  no  doubt  that  the  bill  would  be  considered  lui 
a  measure  of  pacification.  Mr.  C.  concurred  in  this  opi- 
nion most  fully,  but  he  could  go  no  further.  He  liad  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  bill  would  give  peace  and 
quietness  to  the  whole  South.  And  why  was  he  warrant- 
ed in  coming  to  such  a  conclusion^  Because  but  two 
members  from  that  whole  section  of  the  Union,  extending 
from  the  Potomac  to  Louisians,  had  voted  against  the  bill. 
Could  there  be  a  clearer  evidence^  If,  after  having  re- 
flected on  the  matter  for  two  days,  and  suflTered  the  ebul- 
lition of  political  feeling  to  subside,  with  the  prospect  of 
so  soon  separating  from  each  otlier,  any  man  could  still 
cherish  a  purpose  of  passing  such  a  bill  as  this,  Mr.  C. 
would  say  to  him,  is  it  not  better  to  try  to  put  the  Gene- 
ral Government  nearly  in  the  right?  Is  it  not  better  to 
try  the  effect  of  the  peace-offering  we  have  held  out,  be- 
fore we  think  of  measures  of  the  opposite  character?  If 
the  tariff  bill  should  not  give  peace  to  the  country,  it  urould 
place  the  States  which  should  continue  to  disturb  its 
peace  in  such  a  situation  as  would  justify  the  conTenliig 
of  Congress  immediately:  and  all  could  then  judge  which 
party  was  in  fault.  Nothing  very  material  could  take 
place  before  that  time:  and  such  a  bill,  if  passed  then, 
would  have  tenfold  more  influence  than  at  present. 

But  if  the  House  should  send  the  South  a  bill  of  com- 
promise, with  a  fingerboard  attached  to  it,  pointing  to  a 
threat,  and  intimating  that  it  was  merely  offered  with  a 
view  to  pacify  the  State  for  the  present  moment,  that  the 
Government  might,  with  the  greater  pretext  of  justice, 
come  down  upon  it  with  vengeance,  what  must  be  the 
probable,  the  natural  consequence?  Gentlemen  should 
reason  in  that  House  as  they  reason  when  out  of  it. 
Suppose,  in  private  life,  a  proposal  for  compromising  a 
personal  disagreement  should  be  accompanied  with  a  dis« 
tinct  intimation  that  if  the  offer  should  not  be  promptly 
received,  the  paity  would  immediately  be  put  to  the 
swonl;  would  any  high-minded  man  accept  it?     Would 
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not  the  threat  ensure  the  rejection?  If  gentlemen  were 
swayed  by  weight  of  argument,  and  not  carried  away  by 
their  passions {  if  they  honestly  wished  to  make  an  expe- 
riment for  the  pacification  of  the  country,  they  would 
promptly  reject  a  bill  like  this.  He  concluded  by  moving 
to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BEAUDSI^EY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
tliis  motion;  whereupon, 
Mr.  CLAYTON  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  BURGES  then  said  that  he  believed  that  it  would 
not  be  suspected  of  him  that  any  thing  he  should  say  was 
prompted  by  any  wish  to  aid  the  present  administration, 
further  than  in  matters  intimately  connected  with  the  safe- 
ty of  the  country;  he  denied,  however,  for  many  reasons, 
that  the  present  administration  measure  should  succeed, 
and  the  bill  be  passed;  therefore  he  was  opposed  to  the. 
motion  to  postpone.     The  lingering  step  of  days  had 
brought  the  House  to  almost  its  last  day;  and  they  had 
cried  **  to-morrow"  and  "  to-morrow,"  till  but  two  or  three 
more  to-morrows  remained  to  act  in.     He  would  not  say 
that  to  postpone  now  would  be  to  defeat,  but  all  must  see 
that  sucti  might  not  improbably  be  the  result.     All,  then, 
who  believea  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  would  vote  against 
the  postponement.     The  House  had  heard  it  urged  that 
the  bill  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon  till  they  should  hear 
l>om  South  Carolina  how  the  bill  of  yesterday  was  re- 
ceived.    In  the  name  of  Heaven^  did  gfentlemen  expect 
that  House  to  do  nothing  until  they  should  hear  authori- 
tatively how  South  Carolina  would  receive  the  concilia- 
tory measure  already  agreed  to?    Who  there  could  tell? 
He  readily  granted  that  there  might  be  gentlemen  on  that 
floor  who  were  most  intimately  connected  with  the  move- 
ments in  that  quarter,  (he  should  not  now  attend  to  the 
christening  of  those  measures;  that  would  be  the  office  of 
history,)  and  those  gentlemen  might  know  that  the  com- 
bustion was  gathering  strength  daily  from  the  fuel  around 
it;  but  who  could  tell  whether  the  little  taper  we  had 
sent  to  the  South  would  be  equal  to  the  flame  it  might 
encounter  there?    But,  admitting  that  the  bill  would  be 
received  as  peace,  and  that  South  Carolina  intended  sub- 
mission to  the  laws;  if  so,  where  could  be  the  objection 
to  a  bill  which  only  went  to  declare  that  in  all  the  States 
of  this  Union  the  laws  shall  be  obeyed?    Mr.  B.  had  been 
brought  up  in  a  region  where  obedience  was  required 
from  all,  and  yielded  by  all. 

^  [The  Chair  here  interposed,  and  reminded  Mr.  B.  that 
the  question  was  on  postponement  merely.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  endeavoring  to  show  that,  if 

the  House  postponed  the  bill,  it  must  be  lost.    If,  as  has 

been  alleged,  the  bill  was  in  accordance  with  what  was 

doing  in  South  Carolina,  why  not  pass  it?     What  harm 

could  it  do  to  those  who  meant  to  obey  the  laws?    If  it 

-was  obnoxious  to  South  Carolina,  it  must  only  be  because 

she   meant  not  to  obey  them;  the  United  States  were 

bound  to  give  the  people  of  that  State  a  republican  form 

of  Government,  and  to  protect  the  Union  party  against 

the  dominant  faction  who  were  for  overturning  all  order. 

Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  that  any  thing  but  the  power  of  the 

United  States  would  silence  that  opposition  which  had 

provided  the  military  means  for  the  utter  overthrow  of 

the  Government. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  cease  to 
debate  this  question.  Let  the  vote  be  taken  on  postpon- 
ingr*  and  if  there  was  a  majority  disposed  to  pass  the  bill, 
they  would  of  course  refuse  to  postpone.  Those  oppos- 
ed to  it  would  vote  for  the  motion.  Mr.  C.  considered  it 
as  a  test  vote.  If  the  bill  must  pass,  let  it  pass  at  once, 
and  be  done  with  it. 

Mr.  WAYNE  requested  Mr.  Vbrplaiick  to  withdraw 
his  motion  to  postpone.  It  could  not  answer  the  purpose 
he  intended,  and  only  operated  to  hinder  the  bill  from 
beings  discussed.  The  gentleman  had  two  conflicting  re- 
sponsibilities; he  was  in  a  strait  between  his  appropriation 


bills  and  the  incidental  debate  which  had  arisen.  Why 
not  at  once  withdraw  the  motion,  and  let  the  House  dis^ 
cuss  the  plain  question  before  it?  To-morrow  would  be 
in  time  for  the  appropriation  bills.  Mr.  W.  was  indeed 
opposed  to  sitting  on  Sunday,  unless  there  should  be  an 
obvious  necessity  for  it,  but  this  now  existed.  He  remem- 
bered when  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  at  a  former  ses- 
sion, who  was  very  anxious  to  prevent  the  passage  of  cer- 
tain bills,  had  brought  the  bible  into  the  House,  and  read 
it  to  the  members  to  awe  their  conscience,  but  it  bad  been 
in  vain:  the  House  had  proceeded  to  legislate.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  consider  the  attitude  in  which  he 
stood,  and  would  consent  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  said  he  had  not  invited  the  debate 
for  which  it  was  attempted  to  hold  him  responsible;  but, 
as  the  gentleman's  remarks  were  evidently  sincere,  to 
obviate  difficulty,  he  would  move  the  previous  question 
on  postponement. 

Mr.  v.,  however,  did  not  press  the  call. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  urg^d  Mr.  V.  to  accede  to  the  re- 
quest of  his  friends.  He  had  the  passage  of  the  appro- 
priation bills  as  much  at  heart  as  any  one  could;  but  the 
motion  to  postpone  would  not  secure  that  object,  and 
only  tendea  to  embarrass  the  House.  The  motion,  he 
knew,  proceeded  from  the  best  motives,  but  had  not  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  committee  over  which  his  friend 
presided. 

Mr.  II A  WES  said  he  should  vote  td  postpone.  He 
hoped  the  House  Would  take  one  more  night  to  reflect 
upon  the  bill,  and  that  it  would  then  be  laid  aside  entire- 
ly. A  man  must  be  credulous  indeed  to  believe  that  the 
convention  of  South  Carolina  would  not  withdraw  their 
opposition  the  moment  they  should  get  news  of  the  bill 
of  compromise  which  had  been  passed.  He  saw  no  rea- 
son why  the  Government  must  issue  a  declaration  of  war 
against  South  Carolina,  when  but  yesterday  it  had  extend- 
ed the  hand  of  peace  and  conciliation.  I'his  bill  was  nei- 
ther more  nor  less  than  a  declaration  of  war  against  that 
sovereign  State. 

The  CHAIR  admonished  Mr.  Hjlwes  that  it  was  out 
of  order  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  bill;  the  question 
was  on  postponement. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  he  should  like  to  know  of  those  who 
were  for  the  postponement,  whether  they  were  right  cer- 
tain they  could  pass  the  appropriation  bills  in  case  there 
should  be  one  refractory  member.  He  merely  wished  to 
ask  whether,  supposing  there  should  be  one  or  two  op- 
posed to  passing  those  bills,  they  could  not  keep  off*  the 
the  passage  of  them  as  long  as  they  liked  by  contmuing  to 
offer  amendments  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bills 
could  not  be  got  out  of  committee  while  a  single  amend- 
ment was  pending.  And  were  gentlemen  ready,  for  the 
sake  of  this  bloody  bill,  to  starve  the  whole  civil  list?  In 
their  zeal  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  they  put  the  Government  in  jeopardy  of 
starving  to  death ?  He  was  opposed  to  the  postponement; 
he  could  not  but  recollect  that  he  himself  ate  occasionally; 
and  he  had  more  charity  of  feeling  than  not  to  wish  all  to 
live  and  let  live.  He  was  anxious  to  get  at  this  bill,  this 
bloody  bill.  The  bill  would  do  him  no  injury;  but  he 
knew  those  to  whom  its  passage  would  be  like  swallowing 
a  live  catfish. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Verplaitgil's  motion 
to  postpone,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  70,  nays 
127.     So  the  House  refused  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that  bis  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  being 
still  before  the  House,  if  it  should  be  withdrawn,  the  bill 
itself  would  then  be  a  legitimate  subject  of  discussion. 
To  persist  in  his  motion  would  be  useless,  and  he  should 
therefore  withdraw  it.  The  bill  being  now  before  the 
House,  he  wished  to  oflTer  a  few  ideas  upon  some  of  its 
provisions. 
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the  signs  of  rebeHion,  and  it  will  never  do,  the  pride  of 
the  Government  will  not  suffer  it,  to  permit  yoti  to  ques- 
tion our  authority  to  tax  you  for  whatever  purpose  we 
please.  True,  these  manufacturers  have  driven  you  to 
desperation,  and  to  drive  you  out  of  it  again  becomes  a 
pretext  to  keep  on  the  taxes.  Lay  down  your  arms,  fall 
on  your  knees,  and  raise  your  hands  and  eyes  in  supplica- 
tion, and  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  take  the  matter  into 
their  serious  consideration  at  the  next  se&sion  of  Congress! 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  may  think  this  is  no  hard  matter 
to  bear,  and  that  we  ought  to  try  it  a  little  longer;  but 
mark  me,  we  are  in  and  about  the  very  point  where  it 
can  be  endured  no  longer,  and  this  Congress  would  do 
well  to  pause  before  they  move  any  further.  IVbat  is  it 
you  want — taxes?  For  what?  For  the  Government?  Take 
what  you  please  to  any  amount  for  its  honest  purposes. 
Have  you  ever  been  stinted  ?  Your  Secretary  says  you 
cannot  possibly  spend  more  than  fifteen  millions,  and  the 
allowance  of  this  sum  will  reduce  our  burdens  six  mil- 
lions. Why  will  you  not  do  it?  Do  you  want  more  for 
yourselves?  Only  observe  for  a  moment  how  bountifully 
you  arc  supplied  out  of  these  fifteen  millions.  Bear  with 
me  while  i  tell  tlie  people,  who  are  working  under  God's 
curse  for  what  little  they  earn,  how  sumptuously  their  go- 
vernors live. 

First,  go  with  me  to  the  palace  of  your  President;  see 
the  splendors  of  his  household,  view  the  lawns  and  arti- 
ficial hills  and  dales  that  surround  his  mansion,  made  on 
purpose  to  regale  his  eye,  and  varied  every  year  to  relieve 
bis  vision  from  the  dulness  of  monotony !  All  this  comes 
out  of  the  estimate  of  fifteen  millions,  said  to  be  wanted 
for  the  use  of  the  Government!  Come  with  me  to  the 
gaudy  exhibitions  displayed  in  both  halls  of  Congress;  see 
our  hundred  white  servants,  subject  to  our  beck  and  call, 
and  we  can  hardly  liil  a  draught  of  water  to  our  lips  with- 
out their  help!  See  the  splendid  gardens  and  enclosures 
provided  for  our  special  comfort  and  refreshment!  One 
pavement,  of  ninety  feet  in  length  and  forty  in  breadth, 
has  cost  four  thousand  dollars!  One  enclosure  of  eight 
acres,  for  a  botanic  garden,  in  front  of  this  magnificent 
building,  is  about  to  cost  us  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The 
bringing  of  water  from  a  spring  in  the  adjacent  country, 
to  sport  in  a  fountain  before  the  Capitol,  is  to  cost  thirty 
thousand  more.  It  was  but  last  night  you  gave  away  to 
this  city,  alone,  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  besides 
one  hundred  thousand  for  paving  its  streets.  The  appro- 
priation for  what  is  so  wastefully  scattered  over  thb  build- 
ing and  its  various  apartments,  I  mean  fuel  and  statione- 
ry, is  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  a  sum  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  separate  civil  list  of  half  the  States  in 
the  Union.  Two  thousand  dollars  to  paper  three  rooms 
in  the  President's  palace,  enougti  to  build  forty  habita- 
tions for  those  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life,  who  are  the 
tax-paying  people.  All  this,  and  I  barely  mention  a  few 
items,  to  show  the  character  and  extravagance  of  public 
expenditure,  also  comes  out  of  this  estimate  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  intended  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

YeSy  sir,  the  wants  of  the  Government!  And  when 
the  people,  with  a  holy  devotion  for  the  Government  of 
their  choice,  are  willing  to  submit  to  these  impositions, 
and  to  gratify  these  fru^l  wants,  it  is  not  enough;  they 
must  contribute  to  the  similar  wants  of  private  gentlemen, 
and  to  the  gratification  of  the  like  kind  of  splendor;  be- 
cause, forsooth,  they  have  idle  money  about  them  that 
must  be  put  to  profitable  employment,  through  the  agen- 
cy of  the  Government,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  laboring  South.  And  when  the  South  com- 
pkins,  they  are  told,  your  conduct  is  insolent,  your  course 
IS  rebellious,  and  your  doctrines  are  treasonable!  It  be- 
comes our  duty,  and  is  demanded  by  the  dignity  of  our 
Government,  in  tlie  langua^  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  nation  to  a  member  of  this  House,  **  to  put  you  down. " 


These  additional  taxes,  over  and  above  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  so  long  complained  of,  and  now  of  a  charac- 
ter no  longer  to  be  borne,  have  brought  up  the  South  in 
the  point  of  resistance.  South  Carolina  has  said  she  sub- 
mits no  longer.  The  rest  of  the  South  will  soon  follow. 
Tyranny,  always  cowardly,  has  taken  the  alarm.  Every 
thing  is  magnified  into  rebellion.  Wonderful  signs,  as  of 
old,  have  appeared.  The  earth  and  air  are  filled  with 
prognostics.  Expresses  freighten  the  country,  from  Wash- 
ington to  Charleston.  A  steamboat  has  been  seen  to  re- 
verse its  flag,  the  Union  down.  One  star  on  a  blood  red 
flag  has  been  seen  in  the  South.  On  the  morning  tlie  pro- 
clamation made  its  appearance  in  the  Senate,  no  prayers 
had  been  said  in  that  body.  The  flag  of  Congress,  on  that 
same  morning,  was  observed  to  be  flapping  in  confusion, 
only  half  mast  high.  One  of  the  thirteen  stars,  represent- 
ing the  thirteen  States,  in  the  Virginia  Capitol,  fell  on  the 
day  that  that  grave  body  were  discussing  federal  relations. 
These  were  ^rful  omens  of  approaching  war  and  rebel- 
lion; and,  as  history  plainly  shows,  should  never  be  di»> 
regarded  by  a  cautious  and  wise  Government.  And  by 
way  of  showing  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  how  necessary  it  is  to 
watch  the  signs,  and  to  regulate  affairs  thereby,  let  me» 
without  reminding  you  of  the  oracles  of  old,  bring  to  your 
notice  what  was  done  by  our  sage  and  foreknowing  fa* 
thers,  in  that  bland  from  which  we  sprang,  about  two 
hundred  years  ago,  under  similar  circumstances.  I  read 
from  the  tracts  of  old  Lord  Somers,  a  quaint  but  highly 
instructive  author,  to  whose  amusing  and  vastly  edifying 
lessons  1  invite  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  is  well  to 
make  comparisons  between  periods  separated  by  long 
lapses  of  time,  in  order  to  mark  our  wonderful  increase 
of  knowledge,  and  the  great  improvement  of  our.  taste  and 
judgment.  To  this  end,  I  shall  use  this  author  frequent- 
ly in  the  progress  of  my  remarks;  and,  therefore,  once 
for  all,  formally  introduce  him  to  your  acquaintance,  and 
commend  him  to  your  polite  civlhties.  Well,  what  says 
Lord  Somers  as  to  signs?    Listen: 

•«  The  whlggish  signs  and  apparitions,  foietelling  their 
rebellion,  and  the  Hutch  war,  as  you  will  find  in  two  pieces 
entitled  Mirabilis  Annis,  1  and  2,  viz. 

**  Prodigious  signs  and  apparitions,  denoting  war,  &c. 
First,  the  likeness  of  a  ship  seen  in  the  air  at  Stratford,  by 
Bow,  near  London,  in  September,  1660. 

<<  Two  meteors  like  a  streamer,  or  a  besom,  seen  in 
Wood  street,  12th  of  October,  1660,  means  Van  Tromp's 
broom  at  his  topmast-head.  I'hese  relate  to  tlie  Dutch  war. 

'*Now  for  wiggish  armies,  or  their  rebellions  against  the 
King.  Strang^  and  terrible  noise  heard  in  the  air,  aabeat> 
ing  of  drums,  the  reports  of  great  and  small  guns,  in  Ja> 
nuary,  1660. 

"  The  form  of  a  town  well  fortified  seen  in  the  air»  22d 
of  April,  1661. 

'*iMic  noise  of  beating  a  drum,  and  of  clattering  of  ar- 
mor, and  the  groans  of  dying  men  heard  in  the  air,  1st  of 
September,  1661. 

"Dreadful  noise,  like  the  report  of  great  guns,  with  the 
beating  of  drums,  heard  in  the  air,  1st  of  May,  1661. 

**The  form  of  a  lion,  a  unicorn,  and  bear,  fighting  for 
a  crown,  together  with  an  army  of  horse  and  foot,  seen 
29th  of  May,  1661." 

"  The  form  of  a  coffin,  together  with  two  armies,  seen 
in  the  heavens,  encountering  each  other,  22d  June,  1661. 
Now,  (continues  the  author,)  what,  pray,  were  these  ap- 
paritions, prodigies,  and  judgments,  printed  privately, 
and  handea  about  to  the  party  for,  if  it  was  not  with  de> 
sien  to  foretell,  and  also  to  usher  in,  under  the  umbra^ 
of  miracles,  their  intended  villanous  plots  and  conspira- 
cies? and  these  encouraged  the  ignorant  multitude,    un- 
der their  seditious  preachers  and  leaders,  to  commit  these 
unnatural  rebellions  against  his  Majesty's  person  anil  Oo- 
vernment;  and  I  think  they  are  too  visible  to  be  denied 
I  by  the  most  audacious  of  their  party.  ^ 
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Our  author  then  states  these  signs  were  so  frightful  in 
their  nature,  and  the  Dutch  and  whigs  having  threatened 
to  take  the  forts  and  magazines  of  the  nation,  it  so  in- 
censed the  people,  that  the  King,  highly  offended,  issued 
a  proclamation,  commanding  all  the  Dutch  ships  in  the 
ports  of  England  to  be  stopped;  and  all  further  treaties 
of  pacification  being  laid  aside,  both  nations  prepared  for 
war. — See  TrouhUs  of  Eng.  p,3,fol.  7J. 

**  During  (as  the  history  continues)  the  preludes  of 
the  approaching  war,  the  Dutch,  a  more  contumelious 
than  formidable  enemy,  inflamed  the  rage  and  hatred  of 
the  English  people,  by  several  scurrilous  libels,  medals, 
and  many  base  and  satirical  pictures,  according  to  tlie  in- 
nate insolency  and  barbarous  vanity  of  that  people." 

'<  By  one  picture  they  did  basely  represent  the  English 
nation  a  lion,  depicted  without  a  tail,  with  three  crowns 
reversed. 

**  Another  was  a  picture  of  many  mastiff  dogs,  whose 
cars  were  cropped  and  tails  cut  ofiV* — Vide  Dr,  Collin^ a 
Survey  of  Muscovy^  cap,  26. 

"In  dishonor  to  the  King  and  the  English  nation,  they 
trailed  the  English  colors,  defiled  with  their  excrements, 
through  the  streets,  and  at  the  sterns  of  their  boats, 
whereby  foreigners  were  persuaded  that  our  navy  were 
totally  destroyed  by  the  Dutch,  and  that  they  had  gained 
the  sovereignty  of  the  seas. 

•*  Other  curious  prints  were  divulged  every  where, 
of  the  English  Phxton's  being  overthrown,  not  by  the 
thunderbolts  of  Jove,  but  by  the  valor  of  the  Dutch.  It 
seems  Britannia,  or  Old  England,  waj  no  longer  seated 
on  her  globe,  with  her  feet  on  the  sea,  but  prostrate  on 
the  dry  land,  Holland  being  mounted  on  an  elephant, 
trampling  upon  her.  Also,  a  boar,  cutting  off  the  tails  of 
the  mastiffs,  whereof  some  ran  away,  and  others  sat  lick- 
ing their  sores;  others  stood  barking  at  a  distance,  with 
this  inscription:  <  The  English  dogs  and  vipers  destroyed 
by  the  valor  of  the  Hollanders,  in  such  manner  that  they 
never  shall  give  the  world  further  trouble.* " —  Vide  Stub^s 
Further  Jtutification,  &c*  fol  2,  3. 

«<  And,  lest  we  should  stand  in  need  of  some  of  these 
extraordinary  pictures  of  the  Dutch,  the  Flying  Post  has 
supplied  us  with  another.  He  tells  us  that  some  of  their 
wanton  limners  drew  King  Charles  the  Second  with  his 
pockets  turned  inside  out.  This  was  when  there  was  a 
secret  understanding  between  the  Dutch  and  the  faction 
in  the  whiggish  Parliament,  while  they  had  agreed  not 
to  give  him  a  penny  of  money  unless  he  would  consent 
to  have  himself  dethroned  by  giving  away  his  preroga- 
tive."—^'i&  Gates's  Pie,  22. 

Thus  ends  our  author  upon  the  notable  subject  of 
signs,  and  they  bear  such  a  remarkable  resemblance  to 
our  own  times,  I  trust  they  have  not  been  uninteresting. 
Our  signs  have  denoted  **villanous  plots  and  conspira- 
cies," and  the  ignorant  multitude,  under  their  seditious 
leaders,  have  meditated  not  only  rebellion  against  his 
«*  Majesty's  Government,"  but  a  dismemberment  of  the 
Union  itself,  and  hence  great  preparations  of  war  have 
been  made.  Troops  have  been  sent  from  Norfolk  to 
Charleston,  ••  and  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  gun" 
have  been  ordered.  A  part  of  the  navy  has  besieged 
that  port.  A  reinforcement  has  been  thrown  into  the 
arsenal  of  Augusta.  And  what  is  all  this  for?  It  is  said 
information  has  been  received  from  a  certain  quarter, 
which  I  say  dare  not  be  furnished,  for  it  has  been  called 
for  and  refused  by  this  House,  that  the  public  authori- 
ties of  South  Carolina  intended  to  seize  the  forts  and 
arsenal.  Sir,  nobody  believes  this — there  is  not  a  gen- 
tleman in  this  House  believes  it;  perhaps  I  mistake,  there 
may  be  one  or  two.  I  appeal  to  the  honor  and  candor 
of  every  disinterested  man  upon  this  floor  to  say  whether, 
from  their  knowledge,  either  personally  derived,  or  from 
reputation  of  the  characters  of  Governor  Hayne,  General 
Hamilton,  John  C.  Calhoun,  and  other  distinguished  men 


of  Carolina,  which  need  not  now  be  mentioned,  he  be- 
lieves they  or  any  of  them  ever  contemplated  disunion, 
or  designed  to  capture  the  military  posts  of  the  Govern- 
ment.  No,  sir,  no  man  so  abuses  his  own  judgment, 
much  less  the  integrity  of  these  distinguished  patriots,  as 
to  credit  for  a  moment  suspicions  almost  too  gross  for 
the  fanatic  credulity  of  which  I  have  just  given  a  speci- 
men from  the  venerable  Lord  Somers.  But  great  com- 
plaint is  made  of  the  war  preparations  of  South  Carolina. 
Can  any  one  be  serious  in  saying  that  there  is  no  cause 
for  this?  A  State  surrounded  by  military  force  denied 
the  right  to  prepare  to  meet  it!  1  ake  care,  Mr.  Speaker; 
this  is  alarming  doctrine  to  ihe  States!  In  vain  the  con- 
stitution allows  the  privilege  to  the  citizen  to  bear  arms 
for  his  protection,  if,  when  he  rubs  up  bis  musket  and 
furnishes  it  with  a  flint,  he  runs  the  risk  of  becoming  a 
traitor!  Sir,  preparation  is  no  force;  as  well  may  you 
tcU  me  that  the  gentleman  who  sits  before  me  with  his 
sword  cane,  and  which,  no  doubt,  he  carries  for  his 
honest  defence,  is  obliged  to  run  it  through  the  body  of 
the  flrst  man  he  meets,  because  he  has  thought  proper  to 
be  ready  for  the  assaults  of  either  insolence  or  avarice.  I 
well  remember,  sir,  my  own  State  had  once  to  make 
warlike  preparation  against  the  usurpations  of  this  same 
Government,  and  I  should  like  to  see  the  man  who  would 
dare  to  say  she  meant  any  thing  more  than  the  lawful  de- 
fence of  her  undoubted  rights.  Against  this  Union  she 
never  meditated  the  slightest  movement;  but  against  the 
unconstitutional  acts  of  its  Government,  she  did  plant 
herself  upon  her  arms,  and  hurled  defiance  in  the  very 
teeth  of  your  usurping  laws.  What  Georgia  has  done  in 
good  faith  against  the  designs  of  arbitrary  power,  I  am 
willing  to  accord  to  other  States,  without  imputing  bad 
motives  to  the  act. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  wonderful  signs  have  pro- 
duced another  wonderful  consequence;  like  the  Dutch  ap- 
paritions that  frightened  the  English  King,  tliey  have 
brought  out  a  similar  proclamation.  A  proclamation,  I 
will  venture  to  say,  that  may  safely  chHllenge  the  world 
for  its  parallel.  By  what  authority  was  it  issued?  Sir,  I 
am  about  to  make  a  declaration  that  I  dare  any  man  to 
deny.  I  aflirn:  that  there  is  no  authority  in  this  Govern- 
ment for  any  proclamation  from  the  President  cf  the 
United  States,  that  is  not  founded  upon  some  notorious 
law.  The  King  of  Great  Britain  dare  not  issue  his  pro- 
clamation unless  supported  by  some  known  statute.  Now, 
show  me  the  law  that  authorizes  the  proclamation  In 
question:  I  boldly  say  there  is  none.  What!  have  we 
come  to  this,  that  a  proclamation,  like  the  edicts  of  the 
Grand  Sultan,  is  to  be  the  rule  of  action  for  the  free 
people  of  these  United  States?  That  the  President  shall 
proclaim  in  written  instruments  what  he  considers  to  be 
the  law;  what  is  his  interpretation  of  the  constitution; 
and  that,  according  to  his  views  of  either,  the  sovereign 
States  shall  be  bound  ^  Is  any  here  so  credulous  as  to 
believe  that  if  such  a  paper  had  been  issued  by  the  ex- 
pected successor  of  the  present  incumbent  against  such 
a  State  as  Virginia,  it  would  have  been  tolentted  for  a  sin- 
gle moment  south  of  the  Potomac?  No,  sir,  it  would 
have  been  burnt  in  every  town  and  hamlet  throughout  all 
that  region.  And  pray,  sir,  what  is  the  nature  of  it?  In 
one  breath  it  reasons;  in  the  next  it  threatens;  now  it 
argues,  then  it  raves;  here  it  is  pathetic,  there  it  is  sa- 
tiric; in  one  moment  it  is  serious,  in  another  it  is  ironi- 
cal; sometimes  grave,  at  others  petulant;  in  some  places 
it  is  persuasive,  in  others  intolerant;  in  many  parts  abso- 
lute, and  every  where  dictatorial.  It  arralgfns  the  motives 
of  men;  is  abusive  of  particular  characters;  imputes  base 
designs  to  the  public  authorities  of  a  State,  and  denounces 
the  leaders  of  the  people  of  that  State  as  traitors:  losing 
sight  of  the  dignity  of  a  State  paper  emanating  from  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  Government,  it  descends  to 
personalities,  and  those  are  directed  against  personal  enc- 
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niiesf  its  author  calls  himself  the  father  of  the  misguided 
people  of  South  Carolina.  The  "father!"  mind  that! 
the  lang^a^eused  to  the  red  people  of  the  West.  Your 
••great  father"  says  so  and  so;  in  the  name  of  every  thing, 
have  we  come  to  that?  The  States  sunk  into  Indian 
tribes!  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  worst  part  of  this  matter 
is  to  be  told;  that  while  this  friendly,  feeling,  flattering, 
fatherly,  and  fighting  proclamation  is  reclaiming  a  State 
from  the  error  of  its  ways,  it  is  delivering  over  the  whole 
of  the  States  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Government 
to  be  consolidated,  and  henceforth  to  be  known  no  more 
as  sovereign  States.  The  republican  party,  who  have  been 
contending  for  State  rights  for  upwards  of  thirty  years, 
and  fondly  believed  they  had  gloriously  achieved  their  ob- 
ject, have  had  their  trophies  levelled  in  the  dust  at  a 
single  blow,  and  themselves  bound,  hand  and  foot,  and 
thrown  into  the  power  of  their  old  vanquished  enemies. 
What  a  revolution!  and  how  suddenly  accomplished! 

But  it  is  said  the  proclamation,  though  erroneous  in 
principle,  was  issued  from  the  best  of  motives.  Yes, 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  not  a  whipping  post,  a  jail,  or  a 
gallows,  that  may  not  claim  the  same  merit;  but  when 
they  are  abused  for  the  purposes  of  fraud  and  oppres- 
sion, it  is  but  of  little  comfort  to  the  suflTcrer  to  point  him 
to  the  good  motives  that  lie  at  the  foundation  of  their  in- 
stitution. 1  wish,  however,  this  celebrated  instrument 
had  even  the  virtue  of  thtir  design  for  its  appearance. 

This  proclamation  has  been  followed  up  by  a  cool, 
calculating  message,  confirming  all  its  principles,  and  de- 
manding the  bill  now  under  discussion.  This  bill  re- 
quires rorce  to  put  down,  not  the  tumult  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals acting  upon  their  own  responsibility,  but  the 
solemn  and  deliberate  act  of  the  people  of  a  whole  so- 
vereign State,  assembled  in  convention  in  the  same  man- 
ner in  which  they  assented  to  the  federal  constitution,  and 
asserted  under  all  the  forms  known  to  a  well  organized 
and  independent  Government.  Sir,  this  bill  does  not 
blink  the  question;  it  asks  for  the  power  of  declaring 
war  against  a  State,  and  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  navy, 
to  give  success  to  tliat  war.  And,  sir,  we  are  about  to 
grant  it.  We  are  about  to  do  that  against  a  sister  State, 
which  we  dare  not  do  against  a  foreign  nation.  We  dare 
not,  without  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  which  alone 
rests  with  the  representatives  of  the  people,  where  it 
should  rest,  for  they  are  answerable  for  unnecessary 
wars,  confer  upon  the  President  the  power  to  use  the 
army  and  navy  against  any  nation  that  should  prove  un- 
mindful of  its  obligations.  Sir,  the  message  contemplated 
war,  whatever  persons  mav  say  as  to  its  peaceable  cha- 
racter. Did  not  the  President  enter  into  a  learned  leg^l 
disquisition,  dtspUtying  his  usual  profound  research  into 
the  depths  of  that  science,  even  down  to  tlie  feudal  origin 
of  his  subject,  to  show  that  the  posse  comiiatus  was  a  mili- 
tary force,  and  as  such  might  be  resisted?  What  was  this 
for?  That  if  South  Carolina  should  attempt  to  use  this 
instrument,  which  she  and  all  other  Governments  have 
used  time  out  of  mind,  to  carry  into  effect  her  legal  pro- 
cess, and  which  she  will  continue  to  use,  when  necessary, 
in  all  other  cases  where  her  own  citizens  are  alone  con- 
cerned, it  is  to  be  considered  the  use  of  force  on  her  part. 
It  must  cease  to  be  employed  in  cases  where  the  General 
Government  is  a  party,  and,  if  used,  it  is  to  be  treated  as 
a  military  force,  and  shot  down  by  the  army  and  navy  of 
the  United  States.  As  well  may  the  courts  and  their 
sheriff  be  considered  as  a  military  force,  and  treated  in 
like  manner.  Does  not  every  one  perceive  that  this  is 
the  way  the  civil  war  is  to  commence?  The  sheriff,  and 
his  unarmed  posse,  are,  by  a  forced  construction,  and  at 
the  special  instance  of  the  President,  to  suit  the  occasion, 
made  a  hostile  array  as  against  the  Federal  Government, 
(but  perfectly  lawful  as  fkgainst  the  State's  own  citizens,) 
and,  as  such,  are  to  be  murdered  by  the  United  States 
troops.     Does  any  roan  in  his  proper  senses  believe  that, 


when  such  a  scene  commences,  the  good  people  of  South 
Carolina  are  goinp  to  stand  around  the  dead  bodies  of 
their  sons  wim  folded  arms,  and  tamely  submit  to  such 
butchery?  And  if  they  will  not,  where  is  it  to  stop?  Do 
gentlemen  flatter  themselves  it  will  be  confined  to  South 
Carolina  alone?  They  must  have  a  very  contemptible 
opinion  of  the  other  Southern  States,  either  as  respects 
their  courage  or  veracity,  for  they  have  more  than  once 
said  they  will  not  submit  to  the  tariff;  and  1  trust  they 
will  have  discernment  enough  to  see  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  Carolina  is  sought  on  that  very  account.  The 
South  may  prove  recreant;  it  may  falsify  all  its  former 
strong  asseverations;  it  may  abandon  South  Carolina  af\er 
the  work  of  death  begins;  they  may  turn  out  to  be  a 
talking,  and  not  a  fighting  people;  but  I  shall  not  be- 
lieve It  till  I  see  it,  notwithstanding  the  proclamation 
and  this  bill  arc  supported  by  some  Southern  members. 
l*he  first  and  fifth  sections  of  this  bill  allow  the  Presi- 
dent to  use  military  force,  and  these  are  to  remain  in 
operation  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
The  other  sections  confer  great  powers  on  the  federal 
court,  and  are  intended  to  be  permanent  1  think  I  can 
perceive  that  in  some  of  these  provisions  my  own  State 
IS  to  have  another  difficulty,  either  with  the  Indians  or 
the  General  Government;  but  as  she  can,  as  heretofore, 
take  care  of  herself,  1  shall  not  now  moot  this  point  with 
the  House,  but  go  on  to  show  that,  under  the  fifth  sec- 
tion, a  common  marshal,  especially  if  he  be  opposed  to 
his  own  State,  a  thing  not  very  unlikely,  may  involve 
this  whole  country  in  one  universal  blaze  of  civil  war. 
The  President  is  authorized  to  call  out  the  military  force 
when  informed  by  a  federal  judge  that  *'  any  law  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  execution  thereof,"  is 
obstructed  by  "  any  unlawful  means,  too  g^eat  to  be 
overcome  by  the  power  vested  in  the  marshal."  Now, 
who  informs  the  federal  judge  of  this  f«ct?  Does  not 
every  one  see  it  must  be  the  maishal?  Who  judges  of 
the  **  unlawful  means,  too  great  to  be  overcome?"  Is  it 
not  the  marshal?  And  must  not  the  judee  certify,  upon 
his  information?  Should  he  choose,  in  the  plenitude  of 
his  great  wisdom  and  caution,  to  consider  an  assemblage 
of  the  good  people  of  Charleston,  at  the  circus,  convened 
to  express  resolutions  on  federal  relations,  as  *<  unlawful 
means,  too  g^eat  to  be  overcome,"  and  should  they  not 
disperse  upon  the  coming  of  the  proclamation,  what  is  to 
hinder  the  army  and  navy  from  domg  their  deeds  of  death 
upon  this  unoffending  people?  Sir,  the  power  is  too  tre- 
mendous to  be  given  to  any  one  man  that  ever  did  or  ever 
will  live  upon  this  earth,  especially  ^in  times  like  these* 
of  personal  passion,  party  prejudice,  and  powerful  excite- 
ment. 1  would  not  grant  it  to  the  President,  even  if  he 
could  be  personally  present,  with  all  his  peculiar  mo- 
deration and  love  of  peace,  to  judge  of  the  ''unlawful 
means"  himself,  much  less  a  partisan  marshal,  bent  upon 
the  triumph  of  his  party,  even  at  the  expense  of  the  lives 
of  his  adversaries,  a  passion  which  has  not  been  with- 
out its  manifest  exhibition,  even  within  these  walls. 

Have  we  not  some  experience  how  dangerous  it  is  to 
confer  unusual  power  on  those  whose  ardent  tempera- 
ment leads  them  to  a  loose  construction  of  it?  In  ordmary 
cases,  and  under  ordinary  powers,  there  is  little  or  no 
danger  from  any  public  functionary;  his  own  interest  and 
public  opinion  will  keep  him  straight;  but  on  great  occa- 
sions, and  under  unusual  excitements,  no  man  sliouk)  be 
made  absolute,  and,  least  of  all,  General  Jackson;  for  we 
do  know  that,  on  several  occasions,  he  has  known  no  law 
but  his  own  will,  and  that,  if  a  law  stands  in  his  path,  he 
gives  it  just  such  meaning  as  furthers  the  strong  purpose 
of  his  mind.     As  I  feel  no  inclination  to  make  an  assertion 
without  the  proof,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  case  or  two.   It 
will  be  recollected  that  a  certain  meeting  took  place  at 
Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  by  some  of  the  first  citizens  of 
the  Northern  States;  it  was  a  political  meeting,  and,  so 
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far  as  I  know,  peaceable.  I  do  not  mention  it  to  reproach 
any  one,  for,  on  the  present  occasion,  I  do  not  intend  to 
hurt  the  feeling^s  of  any;  my  purpose  lies  in  another  way. 
In  speaking  of  this  meeting,  many  years  afterwards,  Gene- 
ral Jackson  said  in  a  letter,  and,  of  course,  imder  due  deli- 
beration, that  he  would  hang  them  under  the  second  sec- 
lion  of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  if  he  had  been  in  Uieir 
neighborhood  as  commanding  general.  Now,  what  is  this 
second  section?  It  will  create  amazement  when  it  comes 
to  be  seen,  to  think  that  the  lives  of  so  many  individuals 
might  have  been  taken  under  such  a  construction.  Well, 
here  is  the  far-famed 

SECOXD  SSCTIOir. 

**jBe  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  time  of  war,  all  per- 
sons, not  citizens  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  who  shall  be  found  lurking  as  spies 
in  or  about  the  fortifications  or  encampments  of  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  shall  suffer 
death,  according  to  the  law  and  usage  of  nations,  by  sen- 
tence of  a  general  court  martial." 

I  pass  over  the  scenes  at  New  Orleans  and  St.  Mark's, 
* '  as  laws  are  silent  amidst  arms,"  but  I  must  exhibit  the 
case  of  the  Spanish  Governor  of  Florida,  the  celebrated 
Colonel  Callava.  His  case  is  familiar  to  every  one.  The 
manner  of  his  being  seized,  and  imprisoned  by  General 
Jackson,  because  he  would  not  give  up  certam  papers 
which  he  considered  private,  was  made  a  subject  of  com? 
plaint  by  the  Spanish  minister  to  our  Government;  with 
that  I  have  nothing  to  do.  It  is  with  the  construction  of 
powers,  and  the  meaning  of  the  language  in  which  those 
powers  are  conferred,  or  the  meaning  of  instruments  to 
which  they  relate.  1  hold  in  my  hands  another  proclama- 
tion from  the  same  author,  to  which  I  beg  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  House,  if  they  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  any 
consequence  to  know  whether  g^eat  and  extraordinary 
powers  have  been  used  by  their  depositary,  about  to  re- 
ceive similar  powers,  with  proper  and  safe  discretion. 

The  proclamation  sets  out  with  a  long  string  of  titles, 
such  as  «  By  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  Governor 
of  the  provinces  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  the  powers  of 
the  Captain  General,  and  of  the  Intendant  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  and  of  the  Governor  of  the  said  provinces  respec- 
tively; whereas,  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  was  sti- 
pulated that  the  <  officers  and  troops  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty in  the  territories  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States 
shall  be  withdrawn,  and  possession  of  the  places  occupied 
by  them  shall  be  given  within  six  months  afler  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  or  sooner  if  possible:'  and  whereas  it 
has  this  day  been  made  known  to  me  that  the  following 
officers  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  wit,  (eight  in  number) 
are  (among  many  things  related  under  a  goodly  number 
of  whereases)  the  authors  of  the  following  false,  scandal- 
ous, and  indecent  publication,  [now  listen  to  this  scandal- 
ous and  indecent  publication,]  viz.  In  speaking  of  Colo- 
nel Cailava's  appearance  before  General  Jackson,  H.  D. 
oug^ht  to  have  stated  that  none  of  the  interrogatories  and 
hiehly  offensive  accusations  of  the  General  were  faith- 
fiilly  interpreted  to  Colonel  Callava,  any  more  than  the 
replies  of  the  latter  to  the  former.  It  was,  therefore, 
out  of  the  power  of  our  chief,  not  knowing  what  was  said 
to  him,  to  make  the  auditors  understand  how  innocent  he 
was  of  said  charges  with  which  his  unqualified  honor  was 
endeavored  to  be  stained.  Such,  in  sum,  are  the  obser- 
vations we  had  to  make  on  the  statement  of  H.  B.,  and 
we  hope  that  he  and  the  public  will  be  convinced  that  we 
acted  from  no  principle  of  pusillanimity;  that  if,  on  the 
one  band,  we  sliuddered  at  the  violent  proceedings  exer- 
cised against  our  superior,  we  knew  also  what  was  due 
to  a  Government  which  was  on  the  most  friendly  footing 
with  our  own.  We  are,  &c.  (After  staling  how  offen- 
sive  tjiis  publication  is,  the  proclamation  concludes:)  Th's 


is,  therefore,  to  make  known  to  the  said  officers  to  with- 
draw themselves,  as  they  ought  heretofore  to  have  done, 
from  the  Floridas,  agreeably  to  the  said  seventh  article, 
on  or  before  the  third  day  of  October  next;  after  which 
day,  if  they  or  any  of  them  shall  be  found  within  the  Flo- 
ridas, all  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  hereby  required 
to  arrest  and  secure  them,  so  that  they  may  be  brought 
before  me  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law,  for  contempt 
and  disobedience  of  this  my  proclamation" — that  is,  to  be 
hanged,  I  suppose. 

Against  this  proclamation  of  banishment  under  a  con- 
struction of  the  seventh  article  of  a  treaty  which  only 
meant  a  formal  delivery  of  the  forts,  and  the  withdrawal 
therefrom  of  the  troops,  as  a  body  of  troops,  in  six  months, 
leaving  every  individual,  as  such,  the  privilege  of  remain- 
ing in  this  free  and  happy  country,  the  Spanish  minister 
bitterly  complained.  With  regard  to  the  publication, 
considered  so  scandalous  and  indecent,  and  which  fur- 
nished  the  pretext  for  banishing  eight  individuals  from  a 
land  of  liberty,  and  where  we  boast  the  existence  of  a 
free  press,  the  minister  makes  the  most  urgent  complaint. 
Afler  showing  how  ungenerous  and  ill-founded  was  the 
treatment  of  these  men,  he  adds:  *'  But,  in  order  to  make 
the  irregularity  of  General  Jackson's  proceedings  more 
evident,  I  will  grant,  for  a  moment,  that  they  are  certain 
and  proved;  I  will  admit  that  the  officers  have  been  de- 
serving of  the  chastisement  and  dishonor  which  they  have 
suffered:  but  yet  nobody  will  deny  me  that,  before  it  was  in- 
flicted upon  them,  they  ought  to  have  been  cited  before 
the  proper  tribunal,  have  heard  the  charges,  and  have 
had  liberty  and  time  for  their  defence.  These  are  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  laws  of  Spain,  and  of  the  United 
States,  and  or  every  civilized  country.  Yet  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  General  Jackson?  Without  giving  them 
the  least  intimation,  be  publishes,  in  a  language  foreign 
to  them,  a  proclamation  expelling  them  from  the  province, 
giving  them  scarcely  time  to  arrange  their  affairs,  and  au- 
tliorizing  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  apprehend  them, 
and  bring  them  before  him!" 

Mr.  Speaker,  what  a  reproach!  And  this  stands  upon 
the  records  of  your  country,  giving  the  perpetual  lie  to 
the  vaunted  assertion  of  our  constitution,  that  ours  is  the 
land  where  the  freedom  of  the  press  and  trial  by  jury  re- 
main inviolate.  So  much  for  broad  construction;  and  such 
was  the  consequence  of  it,  that  it  wrung  from  General 
Jackson  himself  the  declaration  of  his  <<  hope  that  no  liv- 
ing man  should  ever  in  future  be  clothed  with  such  ex- 
traordinary authority."  Let  us  take  him  at  his  word,  and 
remember  what  we  are  about  to  do.  It  is  the  same  per- 
son to  whom  unlimited  power  is  about  once  more  to  be 
given.  General  Jackson  is  but  a  man,  and  ours  is  the 
Government  where  we  trust  the  lives  of  the  people  in  the 
hands  of  no  man.  If  the  scenes  1  have  just  read  to  you  cre- 
ate a  sense  of  mortification,  what  may  not  be  the  extent  of 
that  feeling  at  a  future  day,  growing  out  of  the  present 
transactions?  Fifty  years  hence,  and  this  measure  will  be 
viewed  with  astonishment;  indeed,  we  ourselves,  after  our 
bickerings  and  heartburnings  shall  have  ceased,  may  live 
to  blush  at  our  own  temerity.* 

*  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
IsACKs,]  that  these  things  I  knew  of  General  Jackson  be- 
fore he  was  re-elected,  and  yet  I  was  in  favor  of  him. 
Keep  General  Jackson  within  proper  bounds,  and  he  can 
do  the  American  people  no  possible  harm.  Ours  is  a  Go- 
vernment of  laws,  and,  so  long  as  they  conform  to  the 
constitution,  no  public  functionary  can  do  us  mischief 
without  doing  himself  a  greater.  Because  I  was  for  him, 
as  President,  it  does  not  follow  that  1  shall  invest  him  with 
royalty.  A  man,  within  proper  restrictions,  may  make  an 
excellent  President,  who,  with  unlimited  power,  would 
make  a  desperate  tyrant.  The  lion  is  a  noble  and  gene- 
rous animal,  and  we  are  delighted  to  view  him  in  his  cage^ 
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I  have  another  case,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  show  the  dang'er 
of  employing  military  force  for  civil  purposes;  though  I 
should  remark,  General  Jackson  has  no  concern  with  it. 
I  adduce  it  to  prove  the  utter  impropriety  of  placing  the 
laws  in  the  hands  of  soldiers,  whose  modes  of  thinking  and 
action  are  all  turned  on  war.  The  case  comes  within  my 
own  knowledge.  In  the  summer  of  1830,  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  our  honest  and  respectable  citizens  of  Georgia 
were  seized  in  their  own  State,  because  they  happened 
to  be  within  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  a  federal  military 
force,  and,  without  suflTering  them  to  visit  their  homes, 
or  supplying  themselves  with  a  single  comfort  or  conve- 
nience for  a  sudden  and  laborious  march,  but  tying  them 
together  and  pinioning  their  arms  behind  them,  they  were 
marched  off  from  their  families,  dentincd  for  Savannah, 
a  distance  of  nearly  three  bimdred  miles.  These  men, 
though  honest,  were  poor,  and  many  of  them  had  bravely 
fought  by  the  side  of  General  Jackson  himself,  had  com- 
mitted no  crime,  but  were  torn  from  their  friends,  and 
paraded  through  the  country  with  a  little  lieutenant  strut- 
ting in  their  front,  and  the  bayonets  of  a  brutal  soldiery 
glistening  at  their  backs,  like  so  many  gulley  slaves,  a 
gazingstock  for  men,  women,  and  children,  as  they 
passed  the  farms  and  villages  of  the  country.  And,  Mr. 
Speaker,  but  for  my  interference,  and  with  pride  I  speak 
it,  these  brave  and  respectable  citizens  would  have  been 
marched  off  to  Savannah,  and  there,  in  a  land  of  strangers, 
far  from  home,  without  money,  and  without  friends,  there 
if&cfe  a  thousand  chances  to  one  their  fate  would  have  prov- 
ed an  eternal  separation  from  their  wives  and  children. 
As  it  was,  they  were  driven  fifty  miles  from  home  b^ 
forced  marches.  Sir,  it  was  fortimate  for  them  the  mili- 
tary force,  ay,  sir,  the  military  force,  such  as  your  bill 
contemplates,  chose  to  exhibit  a  military  flourish  through 
the  populous  village  in  which  I  reside,  and  to  avail  them- 
selves of  a  triumphal  entry  into  that  notable  town.  Being 
clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority,  I  dared  to  issue  that 
writ  of  writs,  called  the  habeaa  corptutf  and,  sir,  believe 
me  when  I  tell  you,  upon  an  investigation  of  their  case, 
their  only  crime  was  a  return  to  the  Cherokee  nation  for 
the  purpose  of  reclaiming  a  few  working  tools  which  they 
had  left  at  the  gold-pits  a  short  time  before,  upon  leaving 
the  nation  under  the  orders  of  the  public  authorities  of 
Georgia.  This,  sir,  comes  of  using  military  force  instead 
of  the  civil  authority  of  the  country,  where  the  accused 
can  have  his  friends  about  him,  can  have  a  hearing,  can 
have  his  own  witnesses,  and  confront  those  of  his  accus- 
ers. 

And  is  this  to  become  the  mode  of  executing  the 
laws?  Are  we  drifting  to  the  habits  of  European  Go- 
vernments, whose  arbiter  is  the  muscle  of  the  sullen  sol- 
dier, and  whose  executioner  is  the  murderous  edge  of 
his  sword?  Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  pause;  this  is  not  the 
genius  of  our  Government.  States  cannot  be  forced. 
Lawless  individuals  may,  who  act  upon  their  own  re- 
sponsibility. But  let  us  draw  the  proper  distinctions  be- 
tween tlie  actions  of  a  whole  people  regidating  their  po- 
litical rights  as  a  Government,  and  those  who  oppose  au- 
thority tor  selfish  and  individual  purposes.  States  have 
rights,  the  sneers  of  manufacturers  and  the  doctrines  of 
the  proclamation  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.     And 

but  if  his  keeper  should  politely  offer  to  turn  him  out  for 
our  special  amusement,  I  venture  to  say  some  one  would 
kindly  thank  him,  and  instantly  remind  him  that  he  is  in 
the  habit  of  doing  mischief  when  unchained,  and  yet  never 
thereby  think  of  offering  disparagement  to  the  lion.  Let 
Congress,  who  are  the  keepers  of  all  the  public  officers, 
confine  them  to  their  proper  hmits,  and  treat  them  as  men, 
and  not  as  gods,  and  then  there  is  no  danger.  This  much 
I  intended  to  have  said,  and  asked  to  say,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
IsACKs,  but  was  denied  and  prevented  by  the  call  of  the 
previous  question. 


let  not  a  foolish  pride,  a  vain  importance,  and  inflated 
self-consequence,  and  a  mawkish,  false  dignity,  hurry  this 
Government  into  a  lofty  dictatorial  conduct  towards  sove- 
reign States,  which  the  plain,  simple,  honest,  direct, 
and  manly  sentiments  of  democracy  will  finally  frown 
down  with  shame  and  confusion.  The  State  and  Gene- 
ral Governments  were  made  by  the  people,  and  for  their 
own  especial  benefit-'the  first  in  their  social,  the  other 
in  their  federative  character;  and  one  was  not  deigned 
to  oppress  the  other.  Can  any  thing  be  more  ridiculous 
than  that  the  people  should  institute  two  Governments, 
for  the  mere  pleasure  of  fighting,  in  the  character  of 
one,  against  themselves,  in  the  capacity  of  the  other? 
For  shame!  let  us  fly  from  such  inconsiderate  and  in- 
consistent folly.  It  will  suit  the  temper,  feelings,  and 
condition  of  the  aristocratic  Governments  of  Europe, 
where  every  thing  is  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  few;  but 
it  is  utterly  repugnant  to  our  institutions,  where  every 
man  is  a  monarch,  in  the  sovereign  character  of  that  term. 
Connected  with  the  facts  1  have  just  related,  1  must  men- 
tion, that  the  officer  who  commanded  the  military  force 
was  sued  bv  the  individuals  thus  maltreated,  and  ^e  case 
came  before  me.  Holding  the  scales  of  justice  as  even  as 
it  was  in  my  power  to  do,  and  always  anxious  to  support 
the  just  authority  of  the  General  Government,  1  said  to'the 
complainants,  you  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  your  dis- 
charge— the  fault  is  not  in  the  officer,  but  in  the  law. 
He  had  acted  under  an  authority,  which,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  relieves  him  from  the  imputation  of  bad  motives, 
or  lawless  attempts  upon  your  liberty.  Let  him  go  with- 
out harm,  and  tell  your  representatives  never  to  place 
the  military  over  the  civil  authority.  And,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  supported  in  this  view  by  General  Jackson  himself,  not- 
withstanding he  now  asks  you  for  power  '<  to  put  down  a 
State."  Permit  me  to  read  to  you  his  own  answer  to  the 
Senate,  dated  on  Washington's  birthday  in  1831,  to  a  call 
which  they  made  upon  him  **  to  inform  the  Senate  of 
the  reasons  that  have  induced  the  Government  to  decline 
the  enforcement  of  the  act  to  regulate  trade  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  passed 
in  1802."  Let  me  call  the  earnest  attention  of  the  House 
to  his  reply.     Listen — he  says: 

**  The  Indians,  thus  situated,  cannot  be  regarded  in  any 
other  light  than  as  members  of  a  foreign  Government, 
or  of  that  of  the  State  within  whose   chartered  limits 
they  reside.     If  in  the  former,  the  ordinary  legislation  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  them  is  not  warranted  by  the 
constitution,    which   was  established  for  the  benefit  of 
our  own,  not  of  a  foreign  people;  if  in  the  latter,  then, 
like  other  citizens,  or  people  resident  within  the  limits  of 
the  States,  they  are  subject  to  their  jurisdiction  and  con- 
trol.   To  maintain  a  contrary  doctrine,  ami  to  require 
the  Executive  to  enforce  it  by  the  employment  of  a  mili- 
tary force,  would  be  to  place  in  his  bands  a  power  to 
make  war  upon  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  liberties 
of  the  country — a  power  which  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  no  individual." 

Can  commentary  be  necessary  on  language  so  plain? 
And  is  this  House  prepared  to  gratify  an  individual  in  the 
exercise  of  that  which  he  himself  has  denounced,  and 
warns  us  is  too  m\ich  to  be  granted  to  any  individual? 
Who  will  now  blame  me  for  a  freedom  of  debate  in  re- 
lation to  the  measures  of  the  administration,  when  its  cliief 
disclaims  the  principles  against  which  1  war,  and  when, 
too,  I  consider  that  all  we  hold  most  dear  is  at  staked 

1  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  third  thing  proposed, 
thougli  I  omitted  to  mention  it  in  the  beginnmg  of  my 
remarks:  I  mean  the  nature  of  our  Government.  Be- 
fore I  proceed,  1  cast  my  eye  around  with  a  hope  to  draw 
upon  me  the  steadfast  looks  of  every  member  present, 
and  the  crowded  auditory  that  surrounds  the  hall.  I  am 
about  to  make  an  assertion  which  may  perhaps  give  of- 
I  fence,  and  create  some  strong  sensation  in  this  honorable 
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body.  I  do  not  mean  intentionally  to  offend  any  one.  I 
have  more  than  a  usual  share  of  g^od  feeling  on  this  oc- 
casion; and  as  we  are  about  to  part,  never^  certainly,  for 
us  all  to  meet  againr^nothing  would  nve  roe  more  pain  than 
to  let  dtop-any  thing  wlHch  should  be  carried  from  this 
seat  of  our  common  toils  and  cares,  to  the  far  distant  limits 
of  the  land,  and  there  rankle  in  the  bosom  of  any  one  friend 
with  whom  I  have  been  associated,  in  the  pleasing  and 
benevolent  effort  to  heal  the  unhappy  divisions  ot  our 
common  country.  I  find  I  have  your  profound  atten- 
tion, and  will  therefore  proceed  to  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  not  founded  upon^  the  divine  right  of  kings. 

In  order  to  make  good  this  position, Jt  becomes  neces- 
sary for  me  to  contrast  a  Government  founded  upon  the 
divine  right  of  kin^,  with  the  principles  of  our  consti- 
tutionr  only  requesting  you  to  bear  in- mind  that  the  func- 
tions of  our  Government  are  performed,  not  by  a  single 
individual,,  who,  in  kingly  Governments,  has  all  power, 
but  b^  three  well  defined  departments  of  limited  powers. 
Keeping  this  distinction  constantly  in  view,  I  again  invite 
your  courtesy  to  the  teachings  of  my  venerable  old  friend 
LordSomers.    'VfeU,  whatsayahe? 

•|  QusHT  XV,— Whether  in  any  case  it  be  lawfiil  for 
subjects  to  oppose  their  Prince? 

«  SoLUTioir. — ^It  must  be  resolved  in  the  negative !  And 
that  in  any  case,  or  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  it  is 
utterly  unlawful  for  subjects,  jointly  or  singly,  collective- 
ly or  representatively,  to  make  any  violent  opposition 
against  their  sovereign;  or  to  resist  him,,  either  in  an  of- 
fensive or  a  defensive  way.  This  assertion  you  will  find 
to  be  a  truth,  that  is  consonant  to  holy  writ,  revered  an- 
tiquity, sound  reason,  and  to  the  municipal  laws  of  the 
land;  all  the  sophistries  and  argumentations  that  seditioua 
and  corrupted  men  are  able  to  produce,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

■<L  To  begin  with  holy  scripture.  [Here  the  author 
gives  several  authorities,  which,  on  this  occasion,  need 
not  to  be  mentioned,  and  then  proceeds:!  The  reason 
of  this  severity  is,  to  preserve  the  people  from  being 
poisoned  in  their  allegiMiee  by  the  malignity  of  vile  ex- 
amples. That  all  the  people,  under  what  nation  or  quali- 
fication soever,  may  hear  and  fear,  and  do  no  more  pre- 
sumptuously. For  who,  says  David,  can  lay  his  hand  upon 
(who  can  touch,  who  can  stretch  fbrth  his  band  against) 
the  Lord's  anointed,  and  be  guiltless?  Now  the  signi- 
fication of  the  scripture  phrase  [touch  or  stretch  forth 
the  hand]  is  of  a  large  extent.  The  guilt  of  this  horrid 
crime  may  be  incurred  either  by  lifting  up  our  heels  in 
scorn  against  our  king;  by  taking  up  arms  in  our  own  de- 
fence, by  not  bringing  to  light  such  traitorous  conspira- 
cies as  we  know  to  be  forming  against  him,  by  not  endea- 
voring to  defend  him  when  we  see  him  in  danger,  for  qui 
nan  wtaipeocare  cumpomUjuheii  by  strikinj^  at  his  crown, 
usurping  upon  his  prerogative,  or  depriving  him  of  his 
revenue,  by  speaking  or  even  thinking  evil  of  him.  [Be 
it  recollected  that  the  President  told  a  member  of  this 
House,  that  for  South  Carolina  to  act  upon  her  doctrines 
was  treason,  to  think  of  it  was  rebellious,  and  why  ?  Lord 
Somers  answers:]  Because,  as  the  tongue  can  strike 
without  a  hand,  so  the  heart  can  curse  without  a  tongue. 

<*![.  As  to  revered  antiquity.  St.  Ambrose,  upon  the 
point  of  non-resistance,  discourses  to  this  effect:  *I  have 
not  so  learned  as  to  seek  by  force  to  oppose  authority;  I 
can  mourn  and  lament— -[yes,  Mr.  SpeiUser,  that  has  been 
all  that  was  left  to  us  of  the  South  for  the  last  ten  years, 
and  now  our  adversaries  '  mourn  and  lament'  that  we  do 
not  confine  ourselves  to  such  a  rood,  quiet,  easy  reme- 
dy.] But  for  other  resistance,  (says  our  author,)  I  nei- 
ther will  nor  oi^ht  to  make  any.'  St.  Cyprian  speaks  to 
the  same  purpose.  '  It  is  out  of  a  principle  of  consci- 
enccy'  says  he,  *  that  none  of  us  make  any  opposition, 
when  we  are  unjustly  seized  upon,  or  study  a  revenge 


were  otherwise  sufficient  to  bear  us  out  in  such  design.^ 
And  so  does  Tertullian.  *  We  are  not,'  says  he,  <  des- 
poiled of  our  goods,  they  are  only  sequestered  for  our  be-, 
nefit,  and  entrusted  in  safe  handsf  God  keeps  them  for 
our  use,,  and  will  return  Aem  with  ample  increase.  If 
you  abstain  from  fighting,  he  will  espouse  your  quarreU 
and  question  not  but  your  enemies  will  have  the  worst 
on't,  for  your  wounds  will  save  you,,  and  if  you  fall 
martyrs  you  will  rise  saints.  What  cannot  our  sufferings 
bring  about?  They  make  even  God  himself  our  debtor; 
he  owes  heaven  for  ourselves,  and  he  owes  hell  for  our 
enemies;  but  yet  we  breathe  our  souls  in  prayer  that  he 
may  be  entreated  not  to  pay  tlus  last.' " 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  did  you  ever  see  such  a  striking 
analogy  between  this  doctrine  and  that  of  our  tormentors 
of  the  spindle  ?  How  often  have  you  heard  that  the  tariff 
system  was  for  our  particular  benefit;  for  what  was  es- 
teemed our  loss,  was  such  a  {^in  somewhere  else,  that  it 
would  come  back  to  us  with  great  increase..  And  the 
proclamation  now  tells  us,  in  a  kind»  paternal  manner,, 
to  «  abstain  from  fighting,"  and  there  is  no  doubt  we  shall 
get  the  better  of  our  enemies,  "  and  they  will  have  the 
worst  on't."  At  all  events,  a  little  hanging  and  shooting 
will  be  of  no  disserviee  to  us  in  gaining  God's  mercies 
and  our  enemies'  forbearance,  and  therefore  recommends, 
this  gunpowder  bill. 

'*  III.  As  to  sound  reason.  Such  a  license  to  subjects, 
against  their  rulers,  is  destructive  of  the  very  nature  of 
Government  and  of  human  society;  for  it  dissolves  the 
ver^  sinews  ofthe  State,  and  splits  it  into  as  many  factions 
as  it  has  enemies.  And  is  it  possible  to  conceive  two 
equal  supremacies. of  power  in  the  same  nation,  and  yet 
the  kingdom  to  remain  one.  It  is  both  reasonable  and 
necessary  that  all  Governments  should  have  a  sup.er-emi- 
nent  coercive  power  over  particular  persons;  for,,  other- 
wise, a  city  would  immediately  be  hurried  into  an  anarchy, 
and  that  which  ought  to  be  one  entire  body  becomes  so 
many  independent  men.  What  obedience  can  consist 
with  such  resistance?  Nor  will  such  liberties  know  where 
to  stop,  for  it  is  usual  for  them  to  fall  foul  upon  all  such  aa 
have  a  deeper  sense  of  honestv  and  allegiance  than  them- 
selves. And  what  Uw  of  Goa  or  man  was  ever  heard  of,^ 
that  approved  of  my  murdering  a  loyal  man,  because  I 
myself  am  a  rebel?  Besides  that,  this  lewd  opinion  equally 
wounds  the  very  operators  of  it;  for  any  body  may  be  al- 
lowed to  do  that  to  them,  which  they  have  done  to  their 
rightful  prince  and  his  lawful  subjects." 

No  doubt  this  is  considered  **  very  sound  reason"  by 
those  fiiithful  subjects  who  are  fattening  upon  our  pro- 
perty; but  lest  it  should  fail  of  producing  proper  con- 
viction upon  those  who  begin  to  question  its  great  po^ 
tency,  the  bill  on  your  tahle  is  about  to  add  another 
sound  reason,  composed  of  powder  and  ball,  that  strikes 
with  such  force  as  scarcely  ever  fails  to  overturn  all  op- 
posing reasoning. 

''IV.  Now,  touching  the  municipal  laws  of  the  land. 
If  a  subject  finds  himself  aggrieved  by  the  King,  he  is 
put  to  his  petiuon  for  redress;  wh^ch,  if  he  will  not  vouchn 
safe,  it  is  a  sufficient  penalty  that  he  is  to  expect  punish- 
ment from  heaven.  No  man  may  presume  to  question 
what  he  does,  much  less  to  oppose  him.  To  conclude, 
the  famous  Bishop  Merks  is  positive  that  a  King  b^  lineal 
succession,  being  lawfully  invested,  cannot,  upon  imputa- 
tion either  of  negligence  or  tyranny,  be  opposed  or  deposed 
by  his  subjects.  The  surest  way  to  escape  both  the  guilt 
and  punishment  of  high  treason,  is  to  fear  God  and  honor 
the  King.  The  counsel  given  by  the  wisest  of  king^  is 
worthy  to  be  adverted  to.  '  Think  not  evil  of  the  King 
in  thy  heart,  neither  utter  it  with  thy  lips,  lest  a  bird  of 
the  air  carry  the  voice,  and  that  which  hath  wings  discover 
the  matter.'  Let  us  detest  the  principles  believed  and 
practised  by  those  audacious  violators  of  royal  majesty. 
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own  church,  which  positively  asserts  that  the  sacred  bond 
of  subjects,  in  obedience  to  their  sovereign,  is  inviolable, 
and  cannot  be  dissolved,  either  upon  the  account  of  sup- 
posed crimes  in  the  person  of  the  prince,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  tyranny,  oppression,  infidelity,  or  heresy.** 

I  have  now,  sir,  presented  you  with  a  Government 
founded  upon  the  divine  right  of  kings.  Need  I  ask  you 
if  such  be  the  chai'acter  or  our  Government?  I  put  the 
sober,  serious,  and,  I  hope,  sensible  question  to  this  House, 
whether  ours  is  a  Government  containing  the  principles 
with  which  our  old  author  has  so  much  amused  us.  And, 
if  not,  in  what  do  certain  principles  lately  promulgated, 
and  now  about  to  be  carried  out  by  the  present  war  bill, 
differ  from  them?  There  is  not  a  man  in  this  whole  na- 
tion who  will  not  laugh  at  the  absurdity  of  the  doctrines 
just  read  in  your  hearing,  and  pity  the  ignorance  and  su- 
perstition upon  which  they  rest,  and  which  has  doubtless 
carried  many  a  man  to  his  long  home  for  daring  to  dis- 
pute; and  yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  shall  I  be  reproached  if  I 
say,  absurd  and  ridiculous  as  were  these  benighted  na- 
tions, we  are  this  day  acting  over  the  same  monstrous 
scenes  that  disturbed  and  agitated  the  bosoms  of  those 
who  have  been  slumbering  in  their  graves  for  now  nearly 
two  hundred  years?  Are  not  modern  politicians  contend- 
ing for  non-resistance,  passive  obedience,  unconditional 
submission,  and  absolute  supremacy  in  the  General  Go- 
vernment? Disguise  this  matter  as  you  will,  I  afHrm,  if  a 
sovereign  State  of  this  Union  has  not  the  right  to  ques^ 
tion  the  will  of  this  Congress,  and  is  to  be  put  down  by 
the  sword  for  daring  to  oppose  it,  all  the  doctrines  I  have 
read  you  from  Lord  Somers  are  in  full  force  and  virtue  in 
this  boasted  land  of  liberty;  and  the  first  gun  that  fires  in 
South  Carolina  to  establish  the  doctrine  of  the  proclama- 
tion, will  bellow  the  divine  right  of  kings  from  sea  to  sea, 
and  from  shore  to  shore.  Nay,  sir,  it  will  do  more;  it  will 
rend  this  fair  fabric  of  ours  into  a  thousand  fragments. 
The  Union  is  gone  at  the  first  flash  of  a  gun  tliat  aims 
the  slaughter  of  a  freeman  for  conscience  sake.  Revolu- 
tion has  no  limits,  and,  what  is  worse,  has  no  heart;  and, 
when  once  commenced,  defies  all  control.  Well  did  La- 
fayette say,  when  he  saw  the  Queen  of  France  torn  from 
her  palace  by  the  rabble  of  Paris — *•  Would  to  God  I 
could  now  stop  the  ball  of  the  revolution!"  Turning 
from  tlie  scene  in  tears,  and  retiring  to  bis  home  in  an- 
guish, he  said — "I  assisted  to  give  it  motion;  but,  to  ar- 
rest it  now,  is  out  of  my  power.*'  And,  sir,  the  bloody 
tyrant  of  Nantz,  the  famous  Liquinlo  Kerblue,  who  had 
murdered  his  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and  children,  in 
that  dreadful  conflict,  years  aher  those  agitations  were 
over,  in  the  torture  of  deep  remorse,  exclaimed — •*  We 
were  a  nation  of  madmen!" 

I  win  now  proceed  to  give  you  my  views  of  the  form- 
ation of  our  Government.  I  lay  down  this  position, 
that  there  is  a  difference  between  a  social  or  homogene- 
ous and  a  Federal  Government.  The  first  relates  to  indi- 
viduals, the  last  to  communities.  The  State  Governments 
are  examples  of  the  first,  the  General  Government  of  the 
last.  The  first  depends  upon  a  well  known  moral  prin- 
ciple, which  we  learned  at  the  schools,  '*that  of  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,"  and,  consequently, 
must  be  under  the  direction  of  a  majority.  Not  so  of  the 
other,  it  is  founded  in  compact  or  agreement;  and,  of 
course,  the  articles  of  stipulation  stand  in  the  place  and 
sway  of  the  majority.  In  the  social  Government  we  ap- 
peal to  the  will  of  the  majority  for  the  rule  of  action;  in 
the  federal  f  to  the  articles  of  agreement.  If  this  were 
not  so,  wherefore  the  necessity  of  anv  distinctions  of 
States  at  all?  Why  not  have  aboliished  them  at  once,  and 
let  the  whole  mass  of  the  people  have  constituted  one 
great  Government?  Why  leave  to  tlie  States  any  Govern- 
ment at  all?  This  was  not  the  design  of  the  constitution. 
No  one  believes  that  Delaware,  as  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent as  New  York,  consented  to  give  up  her  social  Cio- 


vernment,  and  blend  herself  with  the  vast  population  of 
that  State,  who,  from  thenceforth,  might  regulate  her 
concerns  in  any  manner  it  pleased.  The  thing  is  too  un- 
reasonable. 

The  States  had  two  great  interests,  which  I  will  distin^ 
guish  by  the  terms  municipal  and  relative.  The  first 
has  reference  to  their  internal  concerns;  the  latter  to'their 
relation  with  each  other  as  distinct  sovereignties,  and 
with  foreign  Governments.  The  one  interest  was  as  dear 
to  tiiem  as  the  other;  indeed,  the  safety  of  that  which 
related  to  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  reputation,  and 
property,  was,  if  any  thing,  the  most  desirable.  This 
they  retained  to  themselves;  the  other,  the  relative  in- 
terests, they  conferred  upon  the  General  Government- 
having  evidently,  at  one  time,  possessed  the  exclu^ve 
right  to  manage  both.  Now,  if  this  distinction  can  be 
kept  steadily  and  closely  in  the  mind's  eye,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  when  either  of  these  Governments  invades 
the  rights  of  the  other,  the  invaded  Government  will  have 
the  right  to  repel  the  aggression,  and  the  right  of  resist- 
ance must  be  reciprocally  the  same.  More  of  this  here- 
after. Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  show  how  clearly  these 
relative  can  be  separated  from  the  municipal  powers,  and 
that  nothing  is  so  entirely  perfect,  which  belongs  to  hu- 
man wisdom,  as  the  discrimination  made  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution.  These  relative  powers  are  contain- 
ed in  about  seventeen  specific  grants,  and  which,  if  faith- 
fully executed,  cannot  possibly  benefit  one  State  more 
than  another.  This  is  the  true  test  of  the  intention  of 
the  Federal  Government;  for  no  one  can  believe  that  it 
was  designed  to  be  a  bargain,  in  which  some  States  were 
to  receive  more  advantages  than  others.  For  such  an 
instance  of  stupidity  there  could  be  no  possible  motive, 
and  nothing  contained  in  the  history  of  the  times  warrants 
such  belief.  Now,  let  us  apply  this  test.  The  first 
power  is  to  "lay  taxes"  in  various  ways,  but  they  were 
"to  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States."  How 
can  any  one  State  be  more  benefited  by  an  honest  exer- 
cise of  this  power  than  another? 

Take  the  next,  and  apply  the  text,  "  To  borrow  mo- 
ney on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.**     The  next: 
"To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among 
the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes.**    Every 
one  knows  that  in  all  our  commercial  regulations,  £itth- 
fully  intended  as  such,  and  obviously  belonging  to  that 
subject,  there  never  has  been  any  complaint.    It  ia  only 
when  Congress  departed  from  the  true  object  of  this 
clause,  to  take  in  something  more  than  its  words  or  spirit 
conveyed;  something  that  belonged  to  the  municipal  in- 
terest of  the  States,  local  and  partial,  that  the  inequality 
commences,  and  the  test  fails.     Take  the  next  power,  and 
our  rule  immediately  applies,  "  To  establish  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization.**     And  again:  "  To  coin  money, 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights 
and  measures.**    Does  not  evcr^  one  perceive  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  Congress  to  devise  a  law  on  any  of  these 
powers  that  shall  g^ve  a  greater  advantage  to  one  State 
than  to  another?    This  is  equally  true  as  all  the  other 
powers  in  the  constitution;  and  I  invite  gentlemen  to  a 
careful  examination  of  the  fact.    It  is  only  when  we  leave 
the  letter  of  the  power,  and  are  feeling  for  somethingf 
else  carefully  lodged  away  among  the  reserved  rights  of 
the  States,  with  a  view  to  filch  them  from  those  Govern* 
ments,  that   any  possible  difficulty  can  occur.     For  in- 
stance, in  order  to  g^t  this  eagerly  sought  right  to  protect 
manufactures,  which  not  a  solitary  syllable,  word,  sen- 
tence, clause,  paragfraph,  or  article  of  that  instrument 
mentions,  in  groping  for  it  in  the  darkest  parts  that  would 
furnish  a  pretext  for  tlie  search,  its  friends  "have  fallen 
upon  the  provision  relating  to  the  ^*  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,**  as  best  justifying  it.     Now,  Mr.   Speak- 
er, 1  do  not  intend  to'  argue  this  matter,  so  often  discuss- 
ed, and  I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  be  alarmed  at  the  saen- 
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tion  of  the  "  general  welfare"  principle;  but  they  must 
excuse  me,  if,  by  way  of  putting  this  thing  forever  at  rest, 
so  that  it  shall  no  more  be  heard  among  politicians,  I  read 
them  the  history  of  this  same  general  welfare  doctrine 
from  our  old  friend  Lord  Somers,  to  ascertain  if  it  can  be 
possible  our  constitution  meant  what  he  so  profoundly 
describes.     He  commences: 

"  E^tolaitd's  Wabtts;  or,  several  proposals  probably 
beneficial  to  England,  humbly  offered  to  the  considera- 
tion of  all  good  patriots  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

**  The  want  of  public  spirits  (meaning  enterprise,  not 
drinkables)  hath  occasioned  the  want  of  many  public 
works  of  piety  and  charity :  works  necessary  for  tne  ge- 
neral welfare,  or  commodious  and  convenient  for  the  peo- 
ple, or  of  ornament  for  the  kingdom. 

'<  1.  To  supply  this  want,  tiiat,  by  such  easy  ways  and 
means  as  are  hereafter  mentioned,  there  may  be  raised  a 
public  stock,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  commissioners 
accountable  to  the  King. 

*<  2.  For  raising  such  ^blic  stock,  it  is  proposed,  first, 
upon  such  commodities  as  occasion  either  excess  or  luxu- 
ry, wantonness,  idleness,  pride,  or  corruption  of  manners, 
there  may  be  laid  a  large  and  extraoniinary  impost,  as 
upon  all  wines,  all  stroncp  drinks,  tobacco,  coflTee,,  cho- 
colate, sugars,  spices,  plums,  all  sorts  of  sweetmeats, 
oranges,  &c.)  upon  all  silks,  laces,  ribbons^  jewels, 
watches,  plate,  feathers,  perukes,  fringes,  &c.  $  upon  all 
fine  linens,  camlets;  upon  cards,  dice,  tables,  bowls,  &c.; 
upon  all  coaches,  chariots,  litters,  sedans;  upon  all  pic- 
tures, perfumery,  paints  for  the  face,  looking-glasses, 
&c«  Moreover,  a  third  part  of  all  the  gettings  of  come- 
dians, rope-dancers,  mountebanks,  lotteries,  shows,  &c. 
[By  the  bye,  a  much  better  list  of  taxable  articles  than  that 
liirnished  by  our  own  tariifact.] 

"3.  That,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  primitive 
christians,  whose  devotion  was  such,  that  they  thought  no 
testament  well  made  unless  some  considerable  portion 
was  thereby  added  to  the  church,  no  testament  hence- 
forth shall  be  valid  unless  a  twentieth  part  of  the  lega- 
cies were  ^ven  to  the  afternamed  objects  of  general  wel- 
fare and  private  uses.  That  a  fortieth  part  of  all  things 
recovered  by  law  may  be  [as  once  among  the  Romans] 
assigned  for  public  uses.  That  there  be  paid  out  of  all 
marriage  portions  sixpence  in  the  pound,  and  something 
proportionably  paid  at  the  death  and  "birth  of  every  per- 
son not  living  on  alms.  Now  the  money  of  this  public 
stock  may  be  employed  in  these  public  uses  following, 
viz.  For  building  workhouses  in  all  convenient  parts  of 
this  kingdom;  for  making  rivers  navigable;  for  building 
and  repairing  bridges,  highways,  sea  banks  [breakwaters,] 
havens,  moles,  landmarks,  aqueducts;  for  setting  up  poor 
youtlis;  for  marrying  poor  msuds;  for  relief  of  a^ed,  im- 
potent, decayed  people;  for  maintenance  of  sick  and 
maimed  seamen,  and  pensions  for  old  soldiers. 

*'  For  the  further  increase  of  the  price  of  wool,  it  may  be 
enacted  that  not  only  the  dead  should  be  clothed  in  wool, 
but  that  all  the  living,  from  Ist  November  to  1st  May, 
shall  be  obliged  to  wear  their  clothes  and  hats  made  of  wool. 

*<  That  none  but  married  men,  or  who  have  once  been 
married,  shall  be,  aHber  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  capa- 
ble of  any  office  of  profit  or  honor. 

"An  act  to  encourage  the  making  all  sorts  of  paper,  of 
rough  hats,  of  coarse  canvas,  of  point  lace,  of  silks,  of 
scissors,  of  needles,  to  make  vinegar,  all  box  combs,  gold 
and  silver  lace,  some  sorts  of  mlk,  some  sorts  of  gold- 
smiths' ware,  as  spoons,  forks,  &c.  which  are  made  bet- 
ter in  France  than  in  England,  and  for  all  which  vast  sums 
of  money  are  returned  into  France. 

<'  That,  as  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II,  the  number  of  at- 
torneys was  regelated,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
sand declared  to  be  sufficient  to  serve  this  whole  kingdom 
in  that  peaceable  age;  so  now,  that  the  excessive  number 
of  lawyers  and  attorneys  may  be  reduced  to  a  competent 


number  for  this  age,  and  some  things  in  their  pleading^ 
reformed.  What  a  shame  to  our  nation  is  it,  that  so  many 
evil  and  rapacious  lawyers  should  be  permitted  to  plead 
in  behalf  oi  known  vitious  persons,  and  of  manifest  op- 
pressors, and  in  causes  notoriously  unjust;  should  be  per- 
mitted tQ  make  a  trade,,  not  to  minister  justice,  but  to  heap 
up  riches,  and  devour  all  the  fat  of  the  land. 

"  That  for  redressing  those  high  crimes,  (so  accounted 
by  all  God's  people  heretofore,  though  now  in  England 
little  conscience  is  made  thereof,)  of  wilfully  trying  to 
rob  God  or  the  King,  the  one  in  his  tithes,  and  the  other 
in  his  tributes,  customs,  or  revenues,  by  constant  grum- 
blings and  mutinous  complaints,  it  may  be  made  a  high 
offence  for  the  future,  and  very  severe  punishment  inflicts 
ed,  at  the  discretion  of  his  Majesty.  [Quite  a  squinting, 
Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  force  bill.] 

**  That  members  of  Parliament  should  be  compelled  to 
wear  a  robe  or  vestment,  that  so  they  may  be  every 
where  discerned,  and  receive  their  due  respect,  and  be 
ashamed  to  be  seen  frequently  in  playhouses,  dicehouses, 
cockpits,  taverns,  houses  of  worse  repute,  or  to  be  night- 
walkers,  &c.  And  during  their  attendance  on  Parlia- 
ment, if  they  be  found  in  such  places  and  ways,  out  of 
their  robe  or  vestment,  then  to  lose  their  wonted  privilege, 
according  to  that  saying,  *  God  ^veth  his  angels  charge 
over  us  to- keep  us  whilst  we  are  in  our  ways,  but  out  of 
our  ways  no  protection  of  angels  to  be.  expected.' 

"The  inequality  of  taxes  upon  several  counties,  hatched 
and  contrived  by  designing  men,  with  much  partiality, 
in  the  late  times  of  rebellion,  is  so  g^eat,  that  to  regulate 
the  same  would  be  a  work  well  worthy  of  a  speedy  act 
of  Parliament.     [Mind  that,  Mr.  Speaker.] 

**  And,  lastly,  an  act  of  Parliament  for  a  solemn  anniver- 
sary day  of  thanksgiving  during  the  reign  of  our  sove- 
reign lord  the  King  now  reigning,  not  only  for  the  many 
signal  and  wonderful  preservations  of  his  royal  person, 
both  by  sea  and  land,  and  of  his  right  and  title  to  this 
kingdom,  maug^e  the  late  wicked  contrivances,  conspira- 
cies, and  associations  of  all  his  mortal  enemies,  but  also 
for  his  most  peaceable  accession  to  this  crown,  with  th(^ 
universal  good  will  and  rejoicing  of  this  whole  nation  and 
of  all  his  other  dominions." 

Here,  sir,  is  one  of  the  most  regular  built,  scraped  ou^ 
polished  off*,  and  well  finished  general  welfare  systems 
ever  devised  by  the  ingenuity  of  man,  both  as  to  the 
mode  of  taxation  and  the  manner  of  disbursement.  Now, 
sir,  if  a  member  were  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  under  that 
provision  in  our  constitution,  upon  which  the  American 
system  is  said  to  be  founded,  were  to  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  adopt  my  Lord  Somers's  plan,  would  it  not 
create  a  universal  smile?  and  how  many  votes  do  you  sup- 
pose it  would  receive?  And  yet,  Mr.  Speaker,  when 
well  examined,  absurd  as  is  his  very  system,  it  is  not 
worse  than  that  contended  for  to  justify  the  vast  expen- 
ditures of  this  Government.  When  once  you  assume 
the  right  to  make  appropriations  for  aiw  one  object  of 
general  welfare,  not  specially  provided  tot  in  the  consti- 
tution, you  are  at  sea  without  rudder  or  compass,  and  the 
million  of  obiects  which  the  discretion  of  Congress  might 
Imagine  conducive  to  the  general  welfare,  are  as  much 
within  its  jurisdiction  as  any  one  single  object  Where 
do  you  get  your  powers  for  purchasing  pictures,  paint- 
ings, drawing^  statues,  busts,  books  for  yourselves,  for 
making  fine  gardens,  aqueducts,  water  fountains,  bridges, 
and  canals,  tor  the  District  of  Columbia,  Macadamizing 
the  streets  of  Washington,  and  a  thousand  other  things 
not  now  necessary  to  be  mentioned?  It  is  from  the  gene- 
ral welfare  principle  in  the  constitution,  and  called  by 
the  name  of  "  public  spirit,"  by  my  Lord  Somers.  These 
works  of  "  piety  and  charilv,"  of  which  bespeaks,  want 
nothing  here  but  a  *<  force  bill,"  which  it  is  now  likely  to 
obtain,  to  spread  it  over  as  many  objects  as  you  have  jus\ 
been  amused  with  from  our  venenible  author. 
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To  return  to  the  formation  of  the  "General "Government. 
It  seems  that  much  of  the  present  dispute  turns  upon  the 
nature  of  sovereignty,  and  where  it  resides.     One  thing 
is  admitted,  that  in  this  country  the  sovei*eignty  belongs 
to  the  people;  both  the  General  and  State  Governments 
deduce  their  title  to  whatever  they  exercise,  not  what 
they  possess,  for  they  possess  none,  from  this  source;  and 
'the  only  disagreement  is  as  to  the  extent  of  what  has 
1)een  conferred.     I  lay  down  this  position,  that  sovereign- 
ty is  either  alienated  or  delegated^  the  first  parts  with  it 
altogether,  the  last  temporarily,  and  at  the  will  of  the 
grantor.     The  first  can  never  be  resumed,  the  latter  can, 
at  any  and  all  times.    European  Governments  are  found- 
ed upon  the  first:  there  is  no  such  thing  in  this  country 
-as  alienated  sovereignty;  it  is  all  delegated.     The  raon- 
archs  of  Europe  possess  the  whole  sovereig^nty,  and  what- 
ever is  parted  with  by  them,  is  a  concession  to  the  people, 
•either  gratuitously  made  by  a  good  prince,  or  tbrcibly 
wrung  from  a  bad  one,  as  in  the  case  of  magna  charts, 
and  the  bill  of  rights  from  the  Prince  of  Orange.     Here 
the  whole  sovereignty  is  with  the  people;  and  whatever 
'Concessions  are  made,  are  to  the  Government,  by  dele- 
gation, for  their  benefit.  The  revolutionary  war  left  thir- 
teen sovereign  and  independent  States;  and  if  every  thing 
which  has  been  done  since  that  time,  in  relation  to  the 
organization  of  the  Federal  Government,  could  be  com- 
pletely obliterated,  and  the  thirteen  States  stand  precise- 
'ly  as  they  did  then,  every  one  will  perceive  the  truth  of 
the  assertion.    Now,  suffer  me  to  draw  upon  your  ima- 
ginations, for  a  moment,  so  as  to  suppose  the  recognition 
iy  Great  Britain  of  independence  had  been  signed  yester- 
day.    What  then  would  be  the  character  of  the  State  Go- 
vernments?   I  will  be  told  that  they  would  be  under  the 
■articles  of  confederation.     Then  these  admit  their  entire 
sovereignty.     I  have  before  stated  that  the  sovereignty 
resides  in  the  people  of  each  State;  but  as  all  the  people 
x)f  each  State  could  not  meet  at  a  given  place,  to  deter- 
mine whether  these  articles  of  confederation  should  con- 
tinue under  their  new  relation  of  independence,  or  how 
far  a  change  was  rendered  expedient  by  a  great  change 
of  condition,   (for  as  the  confederation  was  principally 
designed  for  a  state  of  war,  it  could  not  possibly  answer 
that  of  peace,}  it  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  meet 
by  representatives.    When  they  did  meet,  there  were 
thirteen  soverei^s  present,  as  much  so  as  if  the  States 
had  been  left  with  monarcbs  at  their  head,  and  these  mo- 
narchs  had  met  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  general 
agent  to  perform  certain  acts,  in  which  the  whole  had  a 
common  interest. 

Now,  suppose,  instead  of  the  seventeen  powers  con- 
ferred on  the  General  Government  in  the  constitution,  to 
be  executed  by  a  President,  a  judg^,  and  a  member  of 
.Congress,  representing  the  three  departments  of  Govern- 
ment, these  thirteen  monarchs  had  been  given  but  one 
single  power,  and  that  -to  but  one  single  individual,  for 
the  number  of  powers  or  of  agents  cannot  vary  the  princi- 
ple* subject  to  amendment  by  the  consent  of  three-l^urths 
of  the  contracting  parties,  and  suppose  that  one  power  to 
be  the  regulation  of  commerce,  now  much  sovereignty 
would  be  delegated  to  this  individual?  Surely  only  a  se- 
venteenth part  of  what  has  been  delegated  to  the  Federal 
Government,  (supposing  seventeen  to  be  the  number  of 
powers  granted.)  Now,  does  not  every  one  perceive 
that  the  thirteen  monarchs  would  remain  sovereign  over 
the  other  sixteen  powers  not  g^nted?  And  it  so,  are 
they  not  equally  so  over  all  those  powers  which  are  de- 
nominated reserved  rights?  For  the  sixteen  powers  now 
become  reserved  rights.  They,  and  the  one  power  just 
mentioned,  originally  came  from  that  mass.  Each  mo- 
narch has  delegated,  not  alienated,  his  right  to  regulate 
commerce  to  a  particular  individual.  Before  they  part, 
however,  and  just  as  they  have  delivered  over  their  pow- 
«r  of  attorney  to  their  agent,  nine  of  the  monarchs  ask  the 


agent,  if,  in  the  exercise  of  his  one  power*  he  cannot  so 
contrive  it  as  to  prohibit  commerce  altogether,  for  the 

Eurpose  of  protecting  their  manufacturesf    fie  re(>Vies« 
e  can.     Now,  who  is  to  judge •t)f  this?    Here  is  a  case 
made  at  once,  and  before  the  parties  separate.^   Four  of 
the  mmuirchs  protest  against  such  a  power.    Will  any  one 
say  the  agent  nimself  ought  to  do  it?    Then  he  inevita^ 
bly  takes  all  the  powers  of  all  the  monarchs,  for,  l^  the 
same  rule  that  he  judges  in  one  case,  he  can  in  a  million, 
as  to  the  extent  of  his  powers.     And  is  it  right  or  just, 
that  he,  who  but  a  moment  before  was  a  perfect  blank, 
and  was  chosen,  not  for  his  own  benefit,  but  for  the  be- 
nefit of  each  and  the  whole  of  the  parties,  should  instant- 
ly'become  a  conduit  to  pass  the  rights  of  one  portion  of 
the  monarchs  into  the  possession  of  the  others,  and  the 
injured  party  have  no  other  redress  than  what  depends 
upon  his  self-serving  judgment?  What  then  is  to  be  done? 
It  will  not  surely  be  said  that,  inasmuch  as  the  other 
nine  monarchs  constitute  a  majority,  therefore  they  have 
a  right  to  determine  the  matter.     The  compact  is  foand- 
ed  upon  no  such  principle;  indeed,  it  is  declared  that  any 
amendment  of  the  instrument  must  receive  the  consent 
of  three-fourths.    Well,  then,  can  any  one  be  so  Wind  as 
not  to  perceive  that  an  honest,  faithful,  and  fair  execution 
of  the  compact  would  result  in  this  arrangement,  viz. 
The  four  monarchs  would  say,  Mr.  Agent,  you  luwe  no 
right  to  grant  what  these  others  have  asked  you;  now,  be- 
fore we  separate,  we  insist  that  you  submit  that  instru- 
ment back  to  the  whole  of  us,  and  if  three-fourths  will 
determine  that  you  have  the  power,  (for  that  number  <:an 
gfive  it  to  you  under  our  agreement,  and  it  can  make  no 
possible  difference  whether  it  is  formally  conferred,  or 
declared  to  exist,)  we  will  submit.    If  you  will  not,  ^ou 
shall  not  exercise  that  power  within  our  respective  king- 
doms; and  if  these  otlier  nine  monarchs  attempt  to  aid 
you  in  this  usurpation,  we  will  now  tell  them  we  vrill  re- 
sume that  portion  of  the  trust  which  we  have  just  dele- 
gated, and  dissolve  the  agreement.     So  let  us  understand 
each  other  before  we  part,  because,  If  you  design  toper- 
severe,  we  will  break  up  at  once,  and  form  no  connexion. 
The  nine  monarchs  and  this  bribed  and  corrupt  agent 
declare  they  will  go  on.     Is  there  a  man  here,  or  in  any 
hole  or  corner  of  this  wide  world,  who-wiH  have  the  har- 
dihood to  contend  that  the  four  monarchs  must  submit  to 
this  fraud,  engendered  before  the  ink  was  yet  dry  upon 
the  instrument  that  contained  their  signatures?    And  if 
they  ought  not  then,  how  is  the  thing  varied  by  the  inter- 
vention of  time?    ff  it  would  be  fraud  then,  will  it  not  be 
fraud  now?    Are  we  to  lose  rights  because  of  the  com- 
plication of  machinery  necessary  to  protect  tiiem^     Are 
we  to  submit  to  wrongs  because  of  the  doubts  which  the 
operation  of  compound  agencies  sometimes-createa  ?   Strip 
this  whole  matter  of  all  extrinsic  circumstances  used  for 
the  purpose  of  executing  the  powers  of  Government,  ana- 
lyze it  tin  it  is  brought  down  to  the  simple  elements  I 
have  presented,  and,  in  the  name  of  every  thing  that  is 
just  and  holv,  can  any  man  so  torture  «nd  pervert  the 
meaning  of  thine^  as  to  arrive  at  a  different  result? 

To  vary  the  illustration,  let  me  present  another  view. 
It  was  said  by  an  able  speaker  in  another  ptft  of  this 
building,  that  the  people  can  form  as  many  Governments 
as  they  please,  and  that  the  people  of  the  whole  United 
States  have  formed  the  General' Government  as  well  «s 
their  State  Government.     Now,  let  this  be  granted.    But 
will  he  contend  that  these  Governments  are  not  as  wlM>lly 
independent,  as  Governments,  of  each  other,  as  if  they 
were  foreign  to  each  other?    Is  not  the  State  Govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts  independent  df  the  State  Goirem- 
ment  of  Georgia?  and  are  they  not  both  independent  of 
the  General  Government  so  far  as  respects  their  reserved 
rights?    Can  Georgia  legislate  upon  any  of  Massachusetts' 
reserved  rights?  I  shall  be  answered.  No,  at  once.  Well, 
if  she  cannot,  will  it  be  pretended  that  Congrew  canf     I 
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suppose  not;  bat  then  again  the  question  recurs,  who  is 
to  decide  the  question  of  interference?    I  think,  Mr. 
Speaker,  1  can  give  the  answer  that  must  settle  the  (ques- 
tion.   Recollect  that  we  hare  just  determined  that  neither 
Georgia  nor  the  General  Govemment  can  legislate  upon 
the  reserved  rights  of  Massachusetts.    Now,   suppose 
Georgia  should  pass  a  law  declaring  that  Massachusetts, 
nay,  all  the  States,  by  way  of  making  the  law  general, 
should  pay  a  tax  to  her  upon  their  exports?    Would  Mas- 
sachusetts leave  the  decision  of  the  right  to  impose  this 
tax  to  the  courts  of  Georna?    Who  believes  it?    Would 
she  leave  it  to  the  federal  court?    Certainly  not.    Then 
to  whom  would  she  leave  it?    Why,  to  no  earthly  power 
but  herself.     She  would  declare  the  law  null  and  void,  as 
in  the. case  of  the  boundary  of  Maine,  and  not  '*  obligatory 
upon  her  people."    She  would  <*  interpose  her  authority 
to  prevent  its  operation  within  her  Umits."    If  she  has 
the  right  to  interpose,  she  has  the  choice  of  means.    And 
whether  by  arras  or  legislation  she  effects  this  interposi- 
tion, it  is  for  herself,  and  no  one  else,  to  judge  and  deter* 
mine.     To  this  reasoning  there  can  be  no  objection. 
Now,  suppose  that  Congress  passes  precisely  such  a  law 
as  that  of  Georgia's,  imposing  tlie  same  tax.    In  what  will 
the  cases  differ 7    Think  you  Massachusetts  would  leave 
the  c[uestion  to  the  Supreme  Court?    To  what  other  con* 
elusion  could  she  come  but  the  one  in  the  Georffia  case,  if 
she  is  independent  of  both  Governments  in  reference  to 
her  reserved  rights?    If  she  would  nullify  as  to  Georgia, 
what  is  to  hinder  her  from  nullifying  as  to  the  General 
Government?    They  stand  upon  the  same  footing. 

But  there  is  another  view  that  I  think  still  more  con- 
clusive of  the  right  of  a  State  to  protect  her  reserved 
rights.  Suppose,  at  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, tne  States,  or  rather  the  people  of  each  State, 


And  can  it  be  possible  that  the  States  will  submit  to  this? 
Will  they  stand  by  and  see  their  citizens  massacred  for 
obeying  their  own  laws?  Of  what  account  is  sovereigpnty 
if  it  cannot  protect  the  sovereigns?  If  all  the  people  of  a 
State  can  be  hung  up,  one  by  one,  can  be  cut  oft  in  de- 
tail, God  help  the  sovereignty  of  such  a  State!  Mark  the 
consequences  of  this  doctrine.  If  the  federal  courts  can 
control  the  State  courts  by  considering  them,  and  their 
officers,  and  their  jMUse,  as  so  many  individuals,  unconnect- 
ed with  the  State  Government,  and  control  tliem  accord- 
ingly by  the  use  of  dungeons,  halters,  and  gibbets,  they 
can 'treat  the  Legislatures  and  Governors  of  States  in  the 
same  way.  If  the  judiciary  department  of  the  United 
States  can  exercise  such  a  power,  then  the  co-ordinate 
branches  of  the  same  Government  can  do  the  same  thing. 
Congress  and  the  President  may  act  upon  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  Governments  in  the  same  way,  not  as  a 
Government,  but  merely  as  individuals;  and  when  Govern- 
ors are  brought  to  the  scaffold,  for  executing  the  laws  of 
their  States,  it  will  be  poor  consolation  to  be  told  they 
are  not  hung  in  their  official  but  in  their  private  capacities. 
If  the  States  submit  to  this  doctrine,  they  will  richly  de- 
serve the  fiite  which  the  bill  we  are  now  discussing  is  pre- 
paring for  their  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  admonished,  by  the  great  length  of 
time  I  have  occupied,  no  longer  to  abuse  a  patience  which 
has  been  unusually  indulgent.  I  must,  therefore,  though 
I  have  much  more  to  say,  bring  my  remarks  to  a  close.  I 
ask  now  the  attention  of  the  House  but  for  a  very  few 
moments. 

Acting  upon  the  doctrines  I  have  advanced,  South  Ca- 
rolina has  annulled  what  she  deems  an  unconstitutional 
law  of  this  Government,  and  has  prepared  herself  to  pre- 
vent its  operation  within  her  limits,  declaring  she  means 


had  possessed,  severally,  only  twenty  powers;  they  meet  to  use  no  force,  and  that  if  force  is  used  against  her,  she 


in  convention,  as  States,  and  confer  ten  of  these  powers 
on  the  General  Government,  and  keep  the  otlier  ten  to 
themselves,  respectively.    Now,  mark,  they  were   su- 
preme over  all  the  twenty  powers  before  they  granted 
ten  away;  consequently,  they  continue  supreme  oyer 
thoee  not  granted.    Both  Governments  go  into  operation 
perfectly  supreme  over  their  respective  ten  powers.   Sup- 
pose the  States  pass  a  law  violating  one  of  the  ten  {grant- 
ed powers,  what  do  you  suppose  the  General  Govern- 
ment would  do?     The  answer  is  ready,  she  would  not 
regpard  it;   she  would  not  suffer  it  to  operate  within  her 
limits;  in  fine,  she  would  nullify  it.    Will  any  one  point 
out  to  me  any  g^od  reason  why  the  States  may  not  be 
permitted  to  do  the  same  thing,  if  Congress  passes  a  law 
violating  one  of  their  ten  reserved  rights?    If  they  are 
independent  Governments,  perfectly  supreme  over  their 
respective  ten  powers,  what  one  can  do  to  protect  itself, 
the  other  certainly  can.     It  is  a  bad  rule  that  does  not 
work  both  ways.    If  the  Federal  Government  can  defend 
its  granted  powers,  surely  the  States  may  do  the  same  thing 
as  to  their  reserved  rights;  and  whatever  plan  the  one 
may  adopt  to  effect  the  object,  precisely  that  may  be  em- 
ployed by  the  other.     The  provision  that  the  ••  constitu- 
tion, and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,"  is  not  stronger  or  more  extensive  than  the  one 
which  asserts  that   "the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people." 

I  know  the  soverei^ty  of  the  States  is  now  laughed 
at,  and  the  proclamation  has  done  more  to  bring  their 
rights  into  contempt  than  all  the  other  attacks  united 
since  the  triumph  of  republicanism  in  '98.  It  is  now  urg- 
ed by  that,instrument,  by  its  federal  friends,  and  the  bill 
on  your  table,  that  the  States  may  be  sovereign,  but  their 
people  shall  be  subjects.  They  will  not  war  against  the 
States,  as  States,  but  they  will  hold  their  citizens  answer- 
able, individually,  for  the  acts  of  their  Goyemments* 


will  leave  the  Union.    The  President  has  said  she  shall  do 
neither,  and  calls  upon  Congress  to  give  him  the  army, 
navy,  and  militia,  to  coerce  her  into  obedience.     Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  ask  ourselves  serioudy  if  this  can  be 
right?    Does  prudence,  generosity,  or  justice,  demand 
such  a  harsh  proceeding  against  a  rister  State,   even 
though  she  were  wrong,  if  any  milder  course  could  be 
devised?     Repeal  the  tariff)  which,  before  Heaven,  is  a 
solemn  duty,  because  an  act  of  justice;  and  the  whole 
difficulty  is  at  an  end.    But,  sir,  suppose  this  bill  passed, 
and  General  Jackson  obtidns  all  he  wants — suppose  he 
could,  with  his  own  arm,  unaided  by  any  other  force,  ex- 
ecute its  object;  and  suppose  a  crisis  arrives  that  makes 
it  necessary  for  him  to  proceed  to  South  Carolina!     Go 
with  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  let  me 
present  you  the  picture  which  is  furnished  by  the  ma- 
terials of  this  astonishing  case.     General  Jackson  girds 
on  his  dagger,  and  with  cool  and  deliberate  step  marches 
to  the  peaceful  plains  of  Carolina.    He  seizes  the  first 
man  he  meets,  and  exerting  the  whole  strength  of  a  g^eat 
Government,  he  throttles  him,  and,  with  the  strangling 
grip  of  Hercules,  chokes  him  to  the  earth.    In  that  fall, 
to  which  overpowered  energy  must  submit,  he  plants  liis 
knee  upon  the  bosom  of  his  struggling  victim,  and  thus 
prostrate,  he  is  about  to  plunge  his  knife  to  his  heart. 
But,  sir,  before  the  fatal  blow  is  struck,  he  relaxea  his 
g^asp,  to  receive  the  dying  words,  not  of  a  convict,  but 
of  a  freebom  citizen  of  a  sovereign  State.    What  does  he 
say?     Sir,  he  asks,  why  am  I  thus  treated?     What  have 
I  done?    I  have  obeyed  my  State,  and  forfeited  my  life 
to  you.     1  f  I  had  obeyed  you ,  it  would  have  been  forfeited 
to  my  State.   Is  this  the  boastedland  of  American  liberty  ? 
Better,  by  far,  I  had  lived  in  Polimd,  or  been  a  serf  in 
Russia.    But  what,  I  repeat,  have  I  done  to  you?     Have 
I  not  fought  by  your  side,  for  my  country,  at  Mobile  and 
St.  Mark's,  and  contributed  to  your  fame?    Have  I  not 
willingly  paid  every  tribute  she  exacted,  nay,  more  than 
my  share,  when  she  asked  it  for  her  own  purposes? 
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Have  you  not  said  there  is  enough,  more  than  enough? 
Have  you  not  said  that  1  am  wronged,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
dressed? Why  is  it,  then,  you  are  about  to  make  a  de- 
solation of  my  home,  and  fill  its  murdered  peace  with 
the  tears  of  orphans,  and  the  cries  of  their  widowed  mo- 
ther ?  What  other  reply  «ould  be  made  by  this  executioner 
of  your  law,  than  that  Uiis  is  wholly  true?  True,  that 
the  Government  wants  not  your  money;  true,  that  I 
have  said  that  your  burdens  ought  to  be  listened;  true, 
I  have  said  there  is  more  than  the  wants  oi  the  Govern- 
ment require;  but  there  stands  at  my  back,  unconnected 
with  the  Grovernment,  a  confederacy  of  individuals,  one 
of  whom  cries  out  to  me,  kill  him,  kill  him,  unless  he  will 
contribute  from  the  sweat  of  his  brow  something  to  my 
woollens!  Kill  him,  kill  him,  says  another,  unless  he 
gives  something  to  my  cottons!  Kill  him,  kill  him,  says  a 
third,  unless  he  yields  a  tribute  to  my  iron!  Sir,  in  this 
critical  moment,  I  leave  him,  and  I  leave  you  and  this 
House  to  ponder  on  the  scene. 

Mr.  ISACKS,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  would  offer  some 
reasons  why,  after  all  that  has  been  done,  and  as  matters 
now  stand,  this  bill  ought  to  be  passed;  he  had  no  note 
of  preparation,  and  should  limit  himself,  both  as  to  time 
and  matter.  I  will  admit,  says  Mr.  I.,  there  is  not  now 
that  imminent  necessity,  apparently,  for  this  measure,  that 
the  state  of  affairs  recently  and  before  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  bill  seemed  to  present,  yet,  in  reality,  the  same 
causes  may  now  require  it,  which  did  then. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  do  this,  I  must  take  the  li- 
berty of  attending  to  some  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Clattok,]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat;  par- 
ticulsurly  those  which  seemed  to  be  made  in  such  a  g^od 
natured  mood,  that  it  was  difficult  to  tell  whether  they 
were  intended  for  sarcasm,  ridicule,  or  good  humor.  I 
mean  the  philippic  which  he  pronounced  upon  the  Pre- 
sident. Although  the  personal  and  political  friend  of 
General  Jackson,  I  do  not  present  myself  as  his  advocate; 
his  own  public  acts  can  better  plead  his  cause;  but  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  must  excuse  me  for  saying  that 
his  attack  reminded  me  of  the  old  harangues  preceding  the 
three  last  presidential,  elections,  in  which  much  of  the 
same  spirit  was  displayed,  and  the  same,  with  many  other 
kindred  objections  urged,  as  to  violence  of  temper  and 
want  of  qualification.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  by  overwhelming  majorities, 
have  twice  determined  that  Andrew  Jackson  was  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the 
laws  of  this  Government.  And  I  was  not  a  little  surpris- 
ed that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  should  bring  forward 
these  stale  charges.  The  construction  of  the  second  sec- 
tion, the  Indian  treaty,  the  proceedings  in  Florida,  with 
all  the  rest  referred  to,  and  which  were  aa  well  known  to 
that  gentleman  many  years  ago  as  they  are  now;  and  yet 
he  has  supported  this  same  man  for  the  high  station  that 
he  now  holds.  [Mr.  Clattoit  said,  under  like  circum- 
stances, he  would  do  so  again;  but  be  did  not  then  know 
that  he  would  have  to  execute  such  a  law  as  this.  ]  Then, 
said  Mr.  Isacks,  the  objection  should  be  to  the  law,  and 
not  to  the  man;  for  it  would  be  too  much  to  say,  that  if 
he  were  a  good  President  wiUiout  this  law,  he  would  be 
a  bad  one  with  it;  this  is  enough  to  say  on  tliis  part  of  the 
subject.  The  time  and  convenience  of  the  House  will 
not  allow  me  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the  formation 
and  powers  of  the  General  Government,  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  the  doctrines  of  nullification  and  secession; 
with  the  arguments  on  those  topics,  every  member  must 
bo  ^miliar,  and  they  have  gone  forth  to  th^  country  al- 
ready in  State  papers  and  speeches.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  has  illustrated  his  views  of  delegated  pow- 
er, by  the  exhibition  of  thirteen  kings,  personating  the 
thirteen  United  States,  in  tlie  creation  of  a  Government; 
and  I  should  have  been  mora  amused,  though,  perhaps, 
leas  instructed,  if  he  could  have  found  a  chapter  in  his  fa- 


vorite author.  Lord  Somers,  and  read  it  to  us  upon  this 
head,  as  he  did  upon  several  others. 

I  have  no  special  charg^e  of  this  bill,  nor  any  other  sub- 
ject in  which  the  administration  is  particularly  concerned. 
Some  of  the  organizers  did  not  intend  that  I  should  have, 
and  lam  g^tified  that  these  subjects  have  been  entrusted 
to  abler  hands.  It  will  hardly  be  said  of  me  that  I  am  for 
the  administration,  "/>er  faa  et  n«/a»,"  and  therefore  sup- 
port  this  bill.  If  you  will  read  the  sentence  backwards,  I 
should  not  object  to  its  application.  I  am  for  the  bill,  be- 
cause I  think  it  right  in  itself,  and  therefore  support  the 
administration;  and  I  am  always  glad  to  find  myself  in 
that  situation,  for  I  yield  to  none  in  an  ardent  deure  for 
the  success  of  those  who  administer  the  Government. 
Yet,  for  want  of  sagacity,  or  something  else,  I  have  not 
had  the  good  luck  to  dodge  out  of  the  way  of  some  very 
heavy  vetoes.  I  thank  the  Power  that  made  me  for  the 
consciousness  of  moral  courage  to  do  what  I  believe  to  be 
my  duty.  1  hope  I  shall  always  fear  to  do  wrong.  I  should 
fear  to  violate  the  known  will  of  my  constituents  on  no 
measure  of  expediency,  but  a  presidential  veto  has  terror 
for  noe.  I  thought  it  not  amiss  to  bring  this  much  of  my 
course  into  review  for  the  purpose  of  casting  off  from  my- 
self all  imputations  against  those  who  support  this  bill, 
rather  from  a  desire  to  serve  the  administration,  than*  from 
their  own  sense  of  propriety. 

I  will  now  advance  such  reasons  as  occur  to  me,  and 
which  I  have  not  heard  gfiven  by  others,  why  this  bill 
ought,  at  this  time,  to  be  passed.  I  can  truly  say  that  I 
rejoice  with  those  who  do  rejoice,  that,  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  the  olive  branch  of 
peace  has  been  extended  to  the  discontented  people  of 
the  South,  and  nothing  could  have  afforded  me  more 
pleasure  than  to  find  it  acceptable  (so  £ar  as  we  can  judge) 
to  Southern  members,  and  that,  I  admit,  gives  a  great  de- 
gree of  assurance  that  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  their  con- 
stituents; and  some  have  expressed  their  belief  that  it 
would,  while  others  have  doubted.  But  they  cannot  give, 
neither  can  we  receive  from  them  a  pledge  that  it  will  be 
accepted.  Though  much  has  been  conceded,  still  it  stops 
short  of  the  demands  of  South  Carolina,  and  may  be  re- 
jected. God  g^nt  it  may  not.  But  are  our  laws  such 
light  and  empty  things  that  they  are  to  be  observed  or  re- 
sisted at  pleasure?  After  what  South  Carolina  has  alrea- 
dy done,  after  she  has  left  nothing  undone  that  could 
render  resistance  effectual,  shall  we  leave  every  thing  to 
chance,  and  do  nothing  to  counteract  their  operations,  by 

Eroviding  the  means  for  the  effectual  execution  of  our 
Lws?  If,  contrary  to  all  our  hopes.  Congress  should  ad- 
journ, and  our  new  tariff  law  share  the  fate  of  the  former, 
unless  this  bill  become  a  law,  the  work  of  nullification 
and  secession  would  then  g^  on  triumphantly.  But  w^at 
would  the  country  sav  of  us?  We  should  have  to  meet 
the  just  reproaches  of  our  constituents,  and  be  convinced, 
when  it  was  too  late,  that  we  had  been  too  confiding,  that 
we  had  risked  every  thing,  and  lost  all  that  our  inaction 
could  lose.  The  ordinance  of  South  Carolina  has  at  one 
sweep  pronounced  our  whole  system  of  revenue  laws  null 
and  void,  and  declsj^d  a  conditional  secession  from  the 
Union;  and  her  legislative  acts  have  carried  out  the 
scheme.  Now,  I  will  not  stop  to  dispute  whether  all  this 
can  be  (as  they  call  it)  a  peaceable  remedy,  or  what  is 
meant  by  nullification  and  secession.  In  the  plain  Eng- 
lish definition  and  common  sense  view  of  their  proceed- 
ings, I  pronounce  them  to  be  revolutionary  in  their  cha- 
racter and  tendencies.  And  who  will  peril  the  safety  of 
tiie  country  upon  the  uncertainty  of  their  goin^  back- 
ward rather  than  forward?  Our  acquaintance  with  hu- 
man nature  and  the  history  of  ages,  even  farther  back  than 
the  time  of  Lord  Somers,  should  remind  us  that  when  the 
elements  of  society  are  agitated,  disturbed,  and  shaken 
asunder,  as  when  the  fountains  of  the  gpreat  deep  aro 
broken  up^  they  are  not  readily  quieted  and  confined,  and 
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often  defy  all  bounds.  And  it  sometimes  happens  that 
those  who  statt  fotemost  in  the  career,  either  of  revolu- 
tion or  reform,  are  outrun,  and  even  run  over,  and  left 
hr  behind,  by  their  more  ardent  and  reckless  followers. 
This  may  or  may  not  come  to  pass  in  South  Carolina. 
There  is  in  that  State,  perhaps,  more  talent  than  in  any 
other,  in  proportion  to  their  number  of  free  inhabitants; 
but  I  have  seen  and  read  enough  from  there  to  convince 
me  that  there  are  amongst  them  many  bold,  impatient, 
and  ambitious  spirits,  who,  for  aught  I  know,  may  think 
some  of  their  present  leaders  too  moderate  and  eaaly  sa- 
tisfied; especiatlv  if  they  could  get  the  lead  themselves. 
In  speaking  of  the  nullification  party  collectively,  as  I  do, 
I  must  not  be  understood  to  say  that  they  are  bad  men; 
far  from  it;  I  have  seen  enough  of  human  nature  to  learn 
that,  under  the  influence  of  high  excitement,  surrounded 
and  propelled  by  concurring  circumstances,  good  men 
will  often  go  to  as  great  excesses  and  commit  as  great 
errors  as  bad  men;  and  the  difference  between  them  can 
only  be  found  in  the  motives  by  which  they  are  actuated. 
But  it  may  be  said  that  all  this  is  mere  speculation,  from 
which  no  certain  results  can  be  shown.  Be  it  so.  In 
providing  the  means  of  security,  it  is  'not  necessary  that 
the  danger  should  be  inevitable.  We  know  the  threat- 
ening position  which  they  have  taken;  they  may  pro- 
ceed to  put  in  practice  what  they  have  put  on  parchment. 
That  is  enough  for  us  to  know.  If  with  this  knowledge 
we  refuse  to  act,  we  make  ourselves  answerable  for  the 
consequences. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  adverted  to  future  probabilities, 
merely  in*  connexion  with  the  realities  of  the  present  and 
the  past;  and,  upon  the  strength  of  these  realities,  I  shall 
insist  that  if  we  would  vindicate  the  authority  and  honor 
of  the  Gfovernroent,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  pass  this 
bUl.  How  stand  the  facts?  South  Carolina,  in  the  high- 
est attitude  she  could  assume,  and  in  the  most  decisive 
form,  has  ordained  that  all  the  revenue  laws  of  this  Go- 
vernment are  null  and  void,  and  shall  not  be  carried  into 
effect  within  her  limits.  That  the  twenty-fifth  section  of 
the  judiciary  act,  which  this  House  a  few  years  ago,  by  a 
large  majority,  very  properly,  as  I  think,  refused  to  re- 
peal, shall  have  no  effect  in  that  State.  And,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions,  amounting  to  this,  that  if  she  is  prevent- 
ed from  making  effectual  resistance  to  the  laws,  she  will 
no  longer  be  a  member  of  this  Union,  but  will  forthwith 
proceed  to  form  a  separate  and  independent  Government. 
This  ordinance  of  the  convention  lias  been  fully  carried 
out  and  adapted  to  practical  purposes  by  the  enactments 
of  the  Legislature.  And,  to  complete  the  work,  a  largfe 
military  force  is  provided,  companies,  regiments,  and  it 
might  not  be  going  too  far  to  say,  armies,  are  organized, 
equipped,  and  ready  for  the  field.  We  learn,  also,  that 
they  have  mounted  the  blue  cockade.  1  wonder  bow  it 
came  to  be  blue.  I  have  heard  of  blue  laws  and  blue 
lights,  of  the  blue  bells  of  Scotland,  and  the  bonnets  of 
blue;  but  I  never  before  heard  of  blue  cockades!  But, 
without  respect  to  color,  it  is  a  badge  of  hostility-- an  em- 
blem of  war. 

[Here  Mr.  Isacks  alluded  to  a  new  flag  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  a  conversation  ensued  between  him  and  Mr.  Mc- 
DuFFix,  not  particularly  noted. 

Mr.  McDuFFiB  called  for  the  authority  on  which  tiiat 
allusion  was  made. 

Mr.  IsACKS  gave  newspaper  statements  and.  conver- 
sations. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  said  the  information  relied  on  was  false, 
and  the  fact  was  not  so.  Mr.  I.  did  not  vouch  for  the 
fact;  and  after  such  a  denial  would  leave  the  matter  about 
the  flag  to  be  as  it  might.] 

I  return,  said  Mr.  Isacks,  to  the  far  weightier  matters; 
the  ordinance,  the  statutes,  the  military  preparations. 
These  are  undeniable,  and  here  I  will  hold.  How  long 
these  are  to  abide,  we  know  not;  but  this  we  know,  that 


they  now  exist  in  all  their  force  and  vigor.  And  shall 
these  measures  of  resbtance  and  defiance  be  taken  in  the 
face  of  the  American  people,  and  the  world,  and  meet 
with  no  rebuke?  Shall  nothing  be  done  that  will  tell  to 
all,  now  and  hereafter,  what  is  the  sense  of  the  nation  on 
this  procedure?  We  cannot  do  less  than  provide  ade^ 
quate  means  to  counteract  the  progress  of  nullification,  if 
it  is  perttsted  in;  and  if  it  is  not,  so  much  the  better,  our 
act  will  then  be  inoperative. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  we  ought  to  be  careful  how  we 
treat  South  Carolina  at  this  time.  I  hope  she  will  be 
treated  with  the  common  justice  to  which  all  are  entiUed, 
and  as  soon  as  she  becomes  herself  agsdn,  I  would  be  glad 
if  the  waters  of  oblivion  could  cover  all  that  has  happen- 
ed. But  who  is  the  agfgressor  in  this  affair?  Who  has 
been  wanting  in  respect  to  the  majesty  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  supremacy  of  their  laws?  Not 
the  President,  not  Congress,  but  South  Carolina  her- 
self. And  shall  she  complain  if  we  move  pari  passu 
with  her?  If  we  but  follow  up  her  own  lead,  and  beat 
her  at  her  own  game,  if  she  will  play  it  out?  I  think  she 
ought  not. 

We  have  heard  much  about  the  influence  of  public 
opinion,  and  the  madness  of  attempting  to  administer  a 
free  Government  without  the  sanction  of  the  public  wilU 
All  this  is  undoubtedly  true;  but  our  adversaries  have  no 
claim  to  the  benefit  oi  the  argument.  What  is  the  pub- 
lic will?  It  is  net  the  opinions  of  a  small  section  of^  the 
country,  or  a  smidl  portion  of  the  people  compared  with 
the  whole;  but  it  is  the  settled  and  concurring  iudgment 
of  a  decided  majority  of  aU  the  people  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. We  find  the  expression  of  that  will  in  the  form 
of  the  Government,  its  institutions  and  legislative  pro- 
ceedings,^ its  constitution  and  laws.  And  the  source  of 
that  public  will,  in  the  understandings  of  men,  supplies 
that  ever  active  principle  of  government  which  I  had  al- 
most called  the  reserved  sovereignty  of  the  people.  And 
if  it  were  possible  to  obtain  force  to  act  against  the  public 
will  so  understood,  the  employment  of  such  force  would 
be  vain  and  ineffectual. 

But  the  whole  ground  is  reversed,  when,  in  virtue  of 
the  public  will,  you  are  driven,  in  the  last  resort,  to  the 
employment  of  force,  not  to  oppose  its  desigpis,  but  to 
further  its  purposes,  and  to  cause  the  deed  to  conform  to 
the  will.  Then  force  becomes  proper  and  indispensable. 
The  one  may  be  calksd  a  forced  action  against  the  will, 
the  other  the  action  produced  by  the  will.  Are  we  to  be 
told  that,  if  every  rational  being  in  a  State,  or  limited  dis- 
trict of  country,  were  of  one  opinion  upon  a  given  ques- 
tion, that  they  must,  therefore,  have  their  will  and  their 
way,  in  despite  of  the  settled  judgment  of  all  the  Union 
besides?  Such  an  argument  would  be  utterly  fallacious, 
and  yet  a  stranger  one  than  that  with  which  we  are  op- 
posed in  the  case  before  us. 

Arbitrary  power  has  no  abiding  place  in  our  free  insti- 
tutions; ours  is  emphatically  a  Government  of  laws;  and 
if  the  laws  do  not  prevail,  the  Government  cannot  last; 
you  mi^ht  as  well  expect  animal  life  to  exist  without  the 
circulation  of  the  blood.  The  laws  should  be  equal  and 
just,  and  every  well  founded  objection  against  them  re- 
moved in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  constitution.  But 
when  they  are  obstructed  by  force,  no  matter  from  what 
quarter,  or  under  what  authority,  that  force  should  be 
met,  repelled,  and  put  down,  by  the  overpowering  ener- 
gies of  the  whole  community.  That  Government  which 
cannot,  or  will  not,  protect  itself,  need  not  be  expected 
to  protect  the  rights  of  its  citizens,  and  will  not  long  have 
their  confidence  and  support.  Ours  is  no  such  frail  or 
vicious  Government  in  principle,  and  God  forbid  that  it 
should  ever  become  such  in  practice.  I  forbear  to  dwell 
upon  the  contempt  in  which  such  a  Government  must  be 
held,  and  the  insults  it  must  expect  to  meet  with  in  its  in- 
tercourse with  the  great  family  of  nations. 
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Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  followed.  He  taid  he 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  assigning,  briefly,  the  reasons  why 
he  should  vote  for  this  bill,  and  of  ezpl^ning  and  recon- 
ciling the  conduct  he  adopted  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  with  that  which  he  deemed  it  his  imperative 
duty  to  pursue  now. 

Some  explanation  of  this  sort  is  the  more  necessary,  said 
Mr.  B.,  as  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Ca&soit,]  while  I  have  been  out  of  the  House, 
has  expressed  some  astonishment  that  I  should  be  in  &- 
vor  of  a  coercive  measure  against  my  own  State,  or  that  I 
should  ask  the  passage  of  this  bill  for  the  protection  of 
the  **  Union  party''  of  South  Carolina.  If  I  were  disposed 
to  retort  upon  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolma,  I 
might  ask  him,  in  return,  how  it  happens  that  he  is  oppos- 
ed to  this  measure,  wlulst  his  constituents  are  well  known 
to  be  almost  unanimously  against  <*  nullification."  And 
I  might,  witlx  at  least  as  much  propriety,  express  my 
astonishment  that  he  should  so  far  mistake  the  wishes 
and  well-ascertained  opinions  of  nine-tenths  of  the  intel 
ligent  people  he  represents,  as  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  bill. 

I  repeat  now,  what  I  have  said  ag^n  and  a^n,  that  I 
shall  regard  the  rejection  of  this  bill  as  a  negative  sanction 
of  nullification,  and  an  indirect  rebuke  of  the  Union  party 
in  South  Carolina.  I  have  not  asked  this,  or  any  other 
measure,  for  the  personal  safety  of  the  Union  party:  I 
have  repeatedly  disclaimed  it,  entirely  and  uncondition- 
ally. We  ask  not  personal  protection:  we  would  suffer 
annihilation  before  we  would  invoke  aid  in  that  respect. 
But  we  think  tliere  is  somethins^  due  to  our  character  and 
feelings.  And  I  submit  it  to  the  candid  consideration  of 
this  House  whether  it  would  be  generous  or  politic  to 
make  a  "scapegoat"  of  the  '*  Union  part^,"  to  bear  away 
the  sins  of  nullification  to  the  wilderness,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate the  disorganizers  in  South  Carolina.  Suppose  you 
do  so  on  this  occasion,  what  encouragement  would  an  or- 
derly, well-disposed  minority  in  a  refractory  State  have 
to  stand  up  for  the  dignity  of  this  Government,  and  the 
execution  of  its  laws  in  a  coming  day?  Could  you  expect 
such  a  minority  in  a  rebellious  State  to  hazard  their  per- 
sonal liberty,  their  lives  and  fortunes,  td  subject  them- 
selves to  civil  Vnd  political  disfranchisement,  to  obloquy 
and  reproach,  and  to  peril  their  all,  as  the  Union  party  in 
South  Carolina  have  done,  in  defence  of  the  Union,  and 
the  institutions  of  the  country?  No,  sir,  you  could  not 
expect  it.  They  would  remind  you  of  the  fate  of  the 
<<  Union  party"  in  South  Carolina.  I  can  assure  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  and  I  assure  this  House,  that 
the  duty  now  imposed  on  me  in  relation  to  tiiis  bill,  is  far 
from  being  a  pleasant  one.  It  will  be  remembered  that, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  I  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  withdraw  from  the  Militarv  Committee,  of  which 
I  was  a  member.  I  did  this  under  an  impression  that 
possibly  it  might  become  the  duty  of  that  committee  to 
recommend  some  coercive  means  to  counteract  the  msh 
measures  of  the  ruling  party  in  the  State  from  which  I 
came.  Had  I  remained  a  member  of  that  committee,  I 
could  not  oppose  any  proposition  that  might  be  deem- 
ed necessary  for  putting  down  nullification  and  its  conco- 
mitant measures,  without  indirectly  aiding  and  abetting 
what  I  consider  a  rebellious  proceedinc^,  or,  at  least,  a 
proceeding  of  rebellious  tendency;  and  it  was  repugnant 
to  my  feelings  to  assist,  as  a  member  of  a  committee,  in 
recommending  to  this  House  any  measures  or  means  of 
coercion  against  the  misguided  State  of  South  Carolina. 
I  was  unwilling  to  subject  myself  to  the  appearance,  or 
to  the  reproaches  even  of  the  nullifiers,  of  aiding  to  in- 
flict blows  on  the  State  which  I  in  part  represent.  The 
public  interest  and  safety  did  not  require  that  I  should 
make  that  sacrifice  of  feeling.  My  place  on  the  commit- 
tee could  be  easily,  perhaps  advantageously,  supplied, 
without  detriment  to  the  action  of  this  House,  or  injury 


to  the  public  service.  But  now  the  case  is  different;  I 
feel  myself  differently  situated.  I  am  called  upon,  not 
only  as  a  representative  of  South  Carolina,  but  as  a  re* 
presentative  of  the  American  people,  to  discharge  a  so- 
lemn and  conscientious  duty  which  cannot  be  performed 
by  a  substitute.  Here  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to  be  per- 
formed, which  cannot  be  evaded  by  referring  it  to  a  com- 
mittee of  which  I  am  not  a  member.  The  question  pre* 
sents  itself  to  this  House,  and  is  not  to  be  blinked  by  any 
member  here  unless  he  proves  recreant  to  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  some  time 
unce,  that  it  is  my  bounden  duty  to  vote  for  this  bill,  and 
I  shall  not  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  doing  so,  be 
the  consequences  to  myself  what  they  may.  Were  I  to 
vote  a^nst  this  bill,  I  should  consider  myself  as  giving 
an  indirect  sanction  to  nullification,  secession,  and  all  the 
absurdities  which  accompany  these  political  heresies.  It 
is  impossible,  therefore,  that  I  should  vote  against  the  bill; 
and  to  withhold  my  vote,  would  be  nearly  equivalent  to 
my  negation  of  the  bill . 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Clattok]  has  amus- 
ed, or  attempted  to  amuse,  the  House  with  a  wonderful 
farrago  about  witches  and  hobgoblins,  signs  and  wonders 
in  the  heavens,  drumming.and  fifii^,  horsemen  and  ban- 
ners, music  and  battle,  in  the  air.  At  last  he  descended 
from  the  heavens,  and  condescended  to  notice  the  affairs 
of  this  lower  world.  He  complained  sorely  about  the  ex- 
travagance here,  and  at  the  "White  House" — seemed 
much  afflicted  at  the  profuse  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  and  wound  up  his  chapter  of  lamentations  by  a 
commentary  on  the  tyrannical  character  of  President 
Jackson,  and  something  like  "  a  bill  of  exceptions"  to  his 
conduct  during  the  late  wars  with  Great  Britain  and  the 
Seminole  Indians.  He  seems  alarmed  by  the  recollection 
of  the  unauthorized  conduct,  and  strong  military  opera- 
tions of  General  Jackson  against  the  Spanish  posts  in  Flo- 
rida; his  management  of  Callava  and  Dominick  Hall;  and 
has  much  to  say  (by  way  of  reproof,  if  I  understood  him] 
about  General  Jackson's  opinions  relative  to  the  "  Hart- 
ford Convention,"  and  the  second  section  of  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war. 

Now  it  is  a  pity  the  gentleman  did  not  tell  us  something 
about  his  own  vote,  during  the  last  session,  appropriating 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  aqueduct 
of  Alexandria,  making  a  canal  along  the  side  of  a  noble, 
navigable  river.  I  am  sorry,  too,  that  he  forgot  to  teU 
us  about  his  votes  in  favor  of  a  stereotype  edition  of  the 
laws.  [Here  Mr.  Ciattoh  rose,  and  denied  that  he  had 
given  any  such  vote.]  I  will  then  refer  the  gentleman, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  journal  of  the  last  session,  page  1146, 
where  he  will  find  it  recorded,  that  <*  Mr.  Daniel,  in  pur- 
suance of  instruations  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  cona- 
deration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  (No.  86)  entitled  <  An 
act  providing  for  the  publication  of  a  stereotype  edition 
of  the  laws.' 

"A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Foster  that  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill,  do  lie  on  the  table;  and  the 
question  being  put  that  the  House  do  agree  to  this  mo- 
tion, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  74,  nays  69." 

The  name  of  "  Augustine  S.  Clayton"  is  recorded  in 
the  negative,  against  laying  the  subject  on  the  table^ 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

As  to  his  complaints  against  the  conduct  of  Crenercd 
Jackson,  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  if  he 
was  not  aware  of  them  before  he  first  gave  his  aid  in  pro- 
moting the  General  to  the  presidential  chair?  Did  he  not, 
with  the  full  knowledge  of  all  the  objections  he  now  urges 
a^nst  General  Jackson,  assist,  a  second  time,  in  electing 
him  to  the  high  station  he  now  fills?    How  are  ve  to  ac- 
count for  his  sudden  change  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the 
distinguished  personage  of  whom  I  now  speak?    [Here 
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Mr.  Clattov  said,  if  he  could  be  permitted  he  woakl  state 
his  reasons.]  Sir,  it  is  not  very  material  what  they  are;  I 
shall  leave  him  to  answer  these  questions  to  himself  and 
his  constituents.  I  presume  he  has  recently  seen  some 
new  light  in  the  heavens;  he  has  probably  heard  some 
'*  drumming  and  fifing,"  not  in  the  air,  but  in  the  other 
end  of  this  building.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  time  to  re- 
turn to  a  more  important  subject. 

1  shall  vote  for  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  sir, 
not  for  the  personal  safety  of  the  "  Union  party*'  to  which 
I  belong,  but  because  1  think  it  is  necessary  for  the  inte- 
rest and  safety  of  the  whole  country.     Were  I  to  consult 
only  the  saiety  of  the  Union  party  in  South  Carolina,  1 
might  wish  this  bill  to  be  rejected.    It  may,  possibly,  in- 
crease the  anger  and  hostility  of  our  opponents  against  us, 
but  I  am  proud  to  believe  that  the  Union  ptrty  are,  and 
ever  will  be,  governed  by  far  higher  and  nobler  motives 
than  any  grovelling  considerations  connected  with  their 
own  personal  safety,  personal  interests,  or  self-aggran- 
dizement.    No,  sir,  I  shall  vote  for  this  measure  because 
I  think  the  interest,  the  honor,  and  the  safety  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  demand  it.     I  support  it  because  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  put  down  and  demolish  these  political  heresies 
and  rebellious  proceedings  which  strike  at  the  vitals  of 
our  constitution,  and  which,  if  tolerated,  will  destroy  the 
efficiency  of  our  Federal  Government  for  all  time  to  come. 
1  support  this  bill,  sir,  because  I  wish  to  live  and  die  a 
freeman.     1  have  not  the  presumption  to  trouble  this  en- 
lightened body  with  a  dissertation  upon  nullification:  it  is 
now  a  subject  well  understood  even  by  hackmen  and  sca- 
vengers; It  has  become  •*  a  by-word  of  reproach."  It  has 
lost  all  its  terrors;  it  has  become  a  topic  as  stale  and  dis- 
gusting  as  it  is  absurd  and  ridiculous;  its  only  fruit  has 
been  an  impotent,  tjrrannical  attempt  to  enslave,  to  dis- 
franchise, and  degrade  the  patriotic  few  who  have  resist- 
ed it  within  the  limits  of  South  Carolina,  and  who  **  have 
not  bowed  the  knee"  to  its  wicked  or  deluded  authbrs. 
But  I  tliink,  sir,  the  dominant  party  in  South  Carolina 
begin  to  find  that  something  more  than  nullification  is  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  make  *'  Helots"  and  serfs  of 
the  Union  party.  They,  therefore,  begin  to  talk  of  seced- 
ing; of  separating  South  Carolina  from  the  Union;  of 
withdrawing  our  fealty  from  that  Government  established 
by  the  toils  of  our  fathers,  and  cemented  by  their  blood, 
and  of  bestowing  it  exclusively  on  the  nation  of  South 
Carolina.     I  use  this  language  through  no  feeling  of  dis- 
respect or  unkindness  towards  South  Carolina:  I  have  no 
motive  to  insult  her.    *<It  is  my  own,  my  native  land;" 
it  contains  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  me,  both  living  and 
dead;  within  its  bosom  the  bones  of  my  ancestors  repose; 
upon  its  soil  my  family  reside;  all  my  property  is  there; 
I  have  not  removed  one  dollar's  worth  of  it  from  the  State; 
there  it  is,  and  there  it  and  myself  will  remain,  "  for  weal 
and  for  wo,"  until  the  storm  passes  over,  and  the  peril  of 
the  day  is  at  an  end.     Our  opponents  will  find  that  even 
secession  (should  they  madly  resort  to  it)  will  not  enable 
them  to  enslave  the  Union  party.     Sir,  they  will  find  that, 
although  Union  men  may  be  annihilated,  they  never  can 
be  conquered.     But  I  must  drop  this  strain,  lest  I  be  re- 
garded as  a  nullifier  myself.     And  our  time  is  too  limited 
to  amplify  on  any  topic. 

I  will  only  make  a  few  remarks  about  the  pretended 
rights  of  a  State  tto  secede  from  the  Union.  I  have  been 
astonished  that  some  of  my  worthy  friends  should  eschew 
"  ntillification"  as  they  would  Satan  himself,  and  yet 
tolerate  and  sanction  the  pernicious  doctrine  of  "  seces- 
sion." This  is,  indeed,  **  straining  at  a  gnat,  and  swal- 
lowing a  camel."  Why,  sir,  secession  goes  ahead  of 
nullification,  or,  rather,  it  supersedes  and  swallows  up 
that  heresy,  as  Aaron's  rod  and  serpents  did  those  of  the 
Egyptian  magicians.  A  very  little  reflection  must  satisfy 
any  unprejudiced  mind  that  secession  is  altogether  in- 
compatible with  the  existence  of  this  confederacy.    It  is 
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incompatible  with  that  duty  which  the  American  people 
owe  to  their  own  interests  and  safety;  and  it  is  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  seced* 
ing  State  itself.  Sir,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  not  at  liberty  to  permit  a  State  to  withdraw  from 
this  Union.  If  it  were  possible  for  such  madness  to  seize 
upon  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  as  to  desire  a  separa- 
tion from  the  rest  of  the  States,  you  are  under  the  con- 
stitutional obligation  to  prevent  it.  But  when  the  domi- 
nant party  of  a  State  has  gained  its  power  by  fraud  and 
misrepresentation,  holding  forth  nullification  as  a  "  consti* 
tutional,  eflicient,  peaceable  remedy"— -and  when  a  very 
large  and  respectable  minority  of  that  State  protest! 
against  secession,  and  reminds  you  of  your  obligaUona  to 
protect  republican  institutions,  you  have  no  sort  of  dis- 
cretion on  the  subject.  The  Federal  Government  is  un- 
der imperative  constitutional  obligation  to  guaranty  to 
each  and  every  State  of  this  confe«leracy  a  republican 
form  of  Government. 

Every  body  knows  that  small  aiul  weak  States,  in  an 
isolated  condition,  could  not  maintain  a  republican  form 
of  Government.  Should  the  Federal  Government  per- 
mit a  State  to  secede,  how  could  the  federal  head  an- 
swer for  the  kind  of  Government  the  seceding  State 
might  adopts  We  must  presume,  indeed  we  know,  that, 
firom  absolute  necessity,  the  seceding  State  would  be 
compelled  to  adopt  a  more  energetic  form  of  Government 
than  a  republic.  She  would  be  forced  to  adopt  a  mo- 
narchy,  or  a  despotism  of  some  kind;  perhaps  a  dictator- 
ship, as  Poland  recently  attempted  to  establish  against 
the  formidable  Power  of  Russia. 

It  has  been  said  elsewhere,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  it 
may  be  said  here,  that  this  obligation  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, to  preserve  to  each  State  a  republican  form  of 
Government,  existed  no  longer  than  a  State  chose  to  re- 
main in  the  Union.  Now,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  it  was  use- 
less to  require  that  guaranty  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment at  all.  What  was  the  object  of  those  sages  who 
framed  the  constitution,  in  requiring  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  guaranty  to  each  State  a  republican  form  of 
Government?  Was  it  for  the  security  of  the  Federal 
Government  itself,  and  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people?  No,  *sir,  it  would  be  absurd  to  require  of  them  n 
constitutional  pledge  or  guaranty  that  they  would  take 
care  of  their  own  liberty  and  welfare,  and  not  commit  po- 
litical suicide.  But,  sir,  the  object  of  this  guaranty  was 
the  security  of  a  minority  in  each  State.  It  was  to  prevent 
such  tyranny  as  is  now  practised  by  the  ruling  psrty  in 
South  Carolina.  It  was  to  prevent  the  dominant  party  in 
a  State  (who  might  obtain  their  ascendancy  by  fraud  and 
delusion)  from  changing  the  republican  Government  of 
that  State  into  a  despotism,  and  thereby  tyrannizing  oyer  a 
minority  of  their  fellow-citizens,  (as  it  is  now  done  in  my 
unfortunate  State,)  and  finally  ruling  the  whole  with  a  rod 
of  iron.  But  if  this  noble  object  (I  mean  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  State  republics)  can  be  defeated  by  allowing 
the  dominant  party  in  a  State  to  secede,  and  burst  the 
bonds  of  this  happy  Union  asunder,  it  was  a  fully  for  our 
fathers  to  have  incorporated  that  provision  in  the  consti- 
tution. Sir,  this  right  of  a  State  to  secede  at  pleasure, 
is  something  like  the  right  of  a  servant  to  obey  his  master 
until  he  chooses  to  rebel.  The  right  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment to  permit  a  State  to  secede,  would  resemble 
the  obligation  of  a  father  to  instruct  and  protect  and  go- 
vern his  children  until  the  youngsters  chose  to  throw  off 
his  authority,  and  run  away  from  him.  And,  sir,  as  has 
been  said  on  another  ocaision,  and  in  another  place,  by 
a  distinguished  gentleman  of  this  House,  [Mr.  J.  Q. 
Adams,]  <*  The  right  of  a  State  to  secede  from  this 
Union,  would  be  the  rifht  of  an  inhabitant  of  a  populoua 
city  to  burn  his  own  house."  Yea,  sir,  the  right  of  n 
State  to  secede,  is  your  right,  or  any  man's  riglit,  to  bum 
bis  own  house  in  the  midst  of  a  populous  city,  and  there- 
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by  destroy,  perh^ips,  a  hundred  thousand  of  his  neigh- 
bor!. 

Sir,  if  this  construction  of  the  constitution  is  to  prevail, 
%ny  State  wishing  to  set  up  a  monarchVy  or  form  a  fo- 
reign ftlliance,  \t»B  only  to  decbre  herself  out  of  the  Union 
to  effect  her  object,  or  a  foreign  nation  has  only  to  trans, 
port  about  ten  thousand  of  her  scape-gallows  ruiBans  into 
one  of  our  small  States,  where  they  can  soon  become 
naturalized,  vote  the  State  out  of  llie  Union,  involve  the 
country  in  anarchy  and  desoktkm,  and  awsy  goes  your 
confederacy  and  American  liberty  toeetber. 

This  would  be  a  much  easier  and  cheaper  way  for  a 
foreign  nation  to  destroy  united  North  America,  than  by 
sending  fleets  and  armies  against  us. 

But,  if  a  State  has  a  ri^t  to  secede  in  time  of  peace, 
it  may  have  an  additional  pretext,  perhaps  stronger  rea- 
sons, for  doing  so  in  time  of  war.  And  a  State  which 
may  be  the  key  to  the  whole  coimtrv,  containing  within 
her  bosom  some  of  your  most  powerful  fortifications  and 
richest  arsenals,  with  a  vast  proportion  of  your  navy  in  her 
harbors,  may,  at  the  most  perilous  moment,  declare  her- 
self independent  of  the  confederacy,  and  secede  from 
the  Union,  make  common  cause  witli  the  common  ene- 
my, turn  your  own  batteries  and  your  own  ships  of  war 
against  you,  and  commit,  in  the  most  aggravated  manner, 
what  the  constitution  absolutely  defines  to  be  treason. 
This  is  tlie  inevitslie  tendency  of  this  heresy.  Sir,  if 
an^  man  can  sanction  such  a  hideous,  suicidal  doctrine  as 
this,  and  then  stickle  at  nuUification,  I  envy  not  his  saga- 
city. 

This  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  been  likened  to  the  «<  Bos- 
ton  Port  Bill"— it  has  been  called  the  «<  Bloody  Bill'*— 
and  the  vocabulary  of  Billingsgate  has  been  culled  and 
ransacked  for  abusive  epithets  to  bestow  upon  it.  Are 
its  enemies  so  foolish  as  to  imagine  they  can  have  thb 
bill  slain  by  giving  it  the  name  of  '*  mad  dog?"  Such  a 
stratagem  might  possibly  succeed  at  a  barbacue  meeting 
in  the  country,  but  the  artifice  is  rather  too  riiallow  to 
succeed  here. 

It  is  pretended  that  this  bill  will  invest  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  dangerous  powers;  that  it  will 
make  him  <*a  Cromwell" — <*a  military  despot" — *<an 
armed  dictator" — and  all  that. 

Now,  sir,  to  all  this,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say, 
the  crisis  demands  it:  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
require  the  psssage  of  this  bill;  and  that  similar  powers, 
indeed  greater  powers,  have  been  vested  in  the  predeces- 
sors of  President  Jackson,  on  more  slight  emergencies, 
and  that  too  by  the  votes  of  Southern  men.  Greater  pow- 
ers were  vested  in  General  Washington  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son to  suppress  the  whiskey  insurrection  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  enforce  the  non-intercourse  and  embargo  laws  in 
New  England.  I  say  greater  powers  were  vested  in  the 
predecessors  of  President  Jackson,  because  this  bill  makes 
the  power  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  continj^nt  up- 
on the  aggressive  violence  of  the  ruling  party  in  South 
Carolina.  It  defines  and  limits  those  powers  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  which,  without  this  bill,  would  be  lati- 
tudinous,  and  without  end.  If  the  dominant  party  in 
South  Carolina  do  not  use  force  against  the  federal  offi- 
cers and  federal  laws,  the  President  will  not  feel  himself 
authorized,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  use  force 
against  any  portion  of  the  citizens  of  South  Carolina.  1 
need  not  turn  to  the  cases  or  descant  upon  the  laws  to 
which  I  allude.  We  have  heard  them  quoted  and  com- 
mented on,  over  and  over  again,  by  some  of  the  ablest 
men  in  the  world  in  the  other  House,  whose  speeches 
have  been  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  are  now  fa- 
miliar to  almost  every  roan  in  the  United  States.  Every 
bod^  knows  that  those  powers  were  called  fur  bv  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  were  vested  in  him  by  the  acts  of  1807 
and  1809,  to  enforce  the  non-intercourse  and  embargo 
laws,  and  prevent  their  evasion  by  the  cunning  Yankees. 


Yes,  uT^  those  laws  were  called  for  by  Thomas  JeiTersoii, 

who  is  now  held  forth  a^  the  champion  of  State  rights, 
and  the  apostle  of  nullification  itselO 

Southern  men,  I  presume,  could  not  see,  or  at  least 
they  could  not  fee)  the  danger  of  exercising  such  powers 
against  Yankees.  But  when  it  is  proposed  to  empower 
the  President  to  coerce  Southern  nullifiers,  if  they  do 
not  behave  themselves,  why  then,  indeed,  it  is  quite  ano- 
ther afiair-^then  the  Southern  bull  gores  the  Northern 
ox. 

It  is  said,  sir,  if  we  pass  the  «  Uriff  bill,"  there  will  be 
no  need  for  this  bill.  Well,  now  should  there  be  no  need 
for  the  President  to  exercise  the  powers  granted  by  this 
bill,  it  will  be  entirely  harmless,  and  iU  passage  can  do  no 
injury  whatever.  But  what  security  have  you  that  there 
will  be  no  need  for  the  exercise  of  thepowers rranled by 
this  bill?  Any  tariff  bill  that  is  now  offered  einbraces,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  the  **  protecting  principle."  And  the 
ruling  party  in  South  Carolina  have  declared,  in  their 
•<  address  to  the  American  people,"  that  they  will  be  sa- 
tisfied with  nothing  short  or  an  entire  abaadonjnent  of  that 
principle.  The  representatives  of  that  party  here  may 
hope  (for  they  cannot  offer  you  a  better  guaranty  than  a 
hope)  that  their  friends  at  home  may  be  moderate,  if  the 
<«  tariff  bill"  passes.  But  they  cannot  pledf^  their  party, 
nor  can  they  account  for  what  their  nidlifyiiw  convention 
may  do,  when  reassembled  on  the  second  Monday  in 
March  next.  I  say,  therefore,  this  <*  enforcing  bill,"  as  its 
enemies  call  it,  ought  to  pass,  whether  the  tariff  bill  be- 
comes a  kw  or  not.  If  you  pass  <*  Mr.  Clay's  bill,"  or 
««VerpUmck»s  bill,"  as  they  are  called,  what  certainty 
have  you  that  either  of  those  bilb  would  induce  the  reck- 
less rulers  of  South  Carolina  to  pause  in  their  mad  career^ 
Each  of  those  bills  recognises  the  **  protecting  policy," 
and  retains  the  "  principle  of  protection,"  unimpaired; 
and  when  the  convention  which  passed  the  ordinance  of 
nuUification  is  reassembled,  they  may  remind  you  of  their 
"  address  to  the  American  people,"  they  nnay  tell  you 
that  your  *'  tariff  bill"  does  not  come  up  to  their  requisi- 
tions, and  that  it  is  not  such  a  modification  of  the  tariff*  as 
they,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  sovereignty,  hsd  demanded 
of  you.  General  Hamilton  himself,  the  President  of  the 
convention,  if  he  was  here,  could  give  you  no  positive  as- 
surance that  the  convention  would  be  satisfied  with  your 
modification  of  the  tariff.  Those  who  raise  a  political 
storm  cannot  lon^  control  it,  and  that  convention  may 
proceed  to  practical  nullification  and  secession,  l^hejr 
may  declare  the  Union  men  traitors,  forfeit  their  lives,  and 
confiscate  their  estates.  But,  wr,  I  say  again,  we  do  not 
ask  the  psssage  of  this  bill  for  the  security  of  our  Uves  and 
property.  If  we  cannot  defend  ourselves  against  the  per- 
sonal violence  of  our  opponents,  let  us  *<  go  to  the  wall." 
But  do  not,  by  your  legislation  here,  censure  your  friends, 
and  sanction  the  rebellious  conduct  of  your  enemiea.  No, 
sir,  give  us  extermination,  if  God  wills  it;  but  spare  us 
from  reproach  and  dishonor. 

But  to  return  once  more  to  the  bill  before  -us.  Why 
not  invest  General  Jackson  with  full  and  undisputed 
powers  to  meet  any  emergency  that  may  arise  ?  Is  it  pre- 
tended that  he  is  less  patriotic,  less  devoted  to  hiacountn', 
or  more  disposed  to  become  a  monarcl^  or  a  despot  than 
his  predecessor^  I  believe  not.  Is  there  anv  thing  in  the 
history  of  his  whole  public  life  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
love  for  himself  would  predominate  over  his  love  for  hia 
country?  Not  at  all;  the  very  reverse  is  the  truth.  Haa 
he  not,  again  and  again,  staked  his  life,  his  character,  and 
his  fortune,  on  the  successful  issue  of  his  measures  for  the 
welfare  and  safety  of  his  country }  Did  he  not,  in  the  late 
a'ar  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  more  recent  war  with  the 
Seminole  Indians,  hazard  his  life,  hi^  fame,  his  character, 
and  property  on  the  success  of  military  operations  for  the 
defence  of  our  frontier  inhabitants,  and  the  safety  of  the 
country  ?    And  has  he  not,  on  two  recent  and  meinorable 
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occasions,  put  his  political  existonee  in  imminent  peril  to 
save  the  people  from  a  danrerous  bank  monopoly  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  plunderin?  system  of  *<  internal  im- 
provements" on  the  otherf  Sir,  I  well  know  that  his  beat 
friends  trembled  under  an  apprehension  that  he  had  com. 
mitted  political  suicide.  Perhaps  there  is  not  anotlier  man 
in  the  world  who  would  have  dared  to  do  as  much.  No 
other  man  in  the  United  States  could  have  done  so  much 
for  Southern  views  and  Southern  interests.  And  yet  he 
has  been  abandoned  and  reviled  by  some  Southern  men. 
Tes,  sir,  by  certain  Southern  men  who  not  lonc^  apo  bel- 
lowed forth  praises  as  loud  as  the  brayinj^  of  a  jack,  and 
who  swore  "  they  went  for  the  old  hero,  riglit  or  wrong." 
(Vide  Senator  Miller's  confession  to  this  effect,  in  his 
speech  for  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  minister 
to  the  Cwirt  of  Great  Britain.) 

Well,  now,  I  should  like  to  know  what  President  Jack- 
son has  done  to  merit  the  deseKion  of  such  devoted,  such 
thorough-going,  whole-hog  friends.  What  unknown  sin 
has  he  committed?  What  sacrilege  has  he  perpetrated 
agiinst  the  interest  of  the  political  creed  of  the  South? 
I  know  of  nothing,  except  his  presumption  in  offering  for 
re-election!  «  This  is  the  head  and  front  of  his  offend- 
ing." It  was  thought  hy  his  real  friends,  and  the  real 
friends  of  the  country,  that  the  re-election  of  President 
Jackson,  at  the  present  crisis,  was  important  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Federal  Union.  It  was  deemed  necessa- 
ry that  he  should  yield  his  well  known  predilections  for 
retired  life,  to  the  good  of  his  country;  and  General  Jack- 
son has  neve^  halted,  or  dallied,  to  consult  his  own  ease, 
or  his  own  popuUrity,  when  the  interest  and  safety  of  his 
country  were  at  stake.  He  only  inquires  what  his  duty  is, 
what  is  required  of  him  by  his  country,  and  he  pursues 
it,  ref^rdless  of  all  consequences  to  himself.  But  I  do  not 
stand  here  either  as  the  apologist  or  the  eulogist  of  Gene- 
r.il  Jackson.  He  has  his  oversights,  no  doubt,  as  well  as 
all  other  men;  he  is  not  infallible,  because  he  is  not  a  God. 
He  is  a  man,  and  therefore  liable  to  err. 

His  proclamation  has  been  assailed  as  the  <*  besom  of 
destruction"  to  State  rights.  It  has  been  denounced  as 
the  most  villanou^  paper  on  earth,  this  bill  only  excepted. 
Perhaps  some  of  its  **  doctrinal  points"  are  liable  to  the 
cavil  and  criticism  of  metaphysical  politicians.  There  is 
not  a  more  pernicious  animal  in  a  simple  republic  as  ours 
is,  (or  should  be,)  than  a  politician  who  deals  in  abstrac- 
tions. He  can  refine  and  mystify  upon  the  constitution 
until  he  makes  it  to  mean  any  thing,  every  thing,  and  no- 
thing. Such  men  can  reason  themselves  out  of  reason, 
and  out  of  common  sense  to  boot.  General  Jackson  is  not 
one  of  those  hair  splitters;  he  goes  for  practical  utility. 
He  is,  as  General  Washington  was,  brave,  honest,  and  de« 
void  of  all  mystery  and  dissimulation.  His  proclamation 
is  of  the  same  character.  It  may  have  minor  defects. 
There  are  spots  in  the  sun,  there  may  be  specks  on  the 
proelanaation.  But,  in  the  aggregate,  it  is  sound  and  or- 
thodox. Some  of  its  reasoning  may  be  liable  to  criticism, 
but  its  end  and  aim  are  good.  Its  great  objects  are  the 
overthrow  of  nullification  and  secession,  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  I  believe  its 
enemies  concede  that  it  is  a  well  written  document.  Yes, 
sir,  it  is  a  noble  piece  of  composition.  It  is  written  witli 
the  light  of  a  sunbeam,  and  the  power  of  a  thunderboU. 
It  has  carried  dismay  into  the  ranks  of  the  disorganizers, 
in  all  quarters;  and  it  has  blasted  nullification  like  light- 
ninff  from  heaven.         ^ 

Sir,  I  will  only  add,  that  without  an  adherence  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  this  pnichimation,  this  Federal 
Government  cannot  long  exist,  and  «  State  rights"  them- 
selves will  live  only  as  a  name.  Sir,  this  proclamation  as 
little  needs  my  defence  as  General  Jackson  needs  my 
eulogy.  I  love  and  esteem  Jackson  as  a  brave,  honest, 
and  .patriotic  man.  I  honor  him  as  the  greatest  living 
benefactor  of  our  common  co\mtry.    I  am  proud  of  him 


as  a  Carolinian  and  a  "  bon  of  the  old  Waxhaws."  But  I 
do  not  idolize  him,  and  I  have  no  motive  to  flatter  him.  I 
have  never  sought,  and  I  never  shall  seek  office  from  him, 
cither  for  myself,  or  for  any  relative  I  have  upon  earth.  I 
have  no  claims  upon  President  Jackson;  he  is  under  no 
obligation  to  me.  My  feeble  aid  has  been  given  to  bis 
elections  because  I  thoiiglit  the  public  good  and  my  duty 
to  m^  country  required  it  of  me.  1  have  supported  such 
of  his  measures  and  recommendations  as  I  tliought  to  be 
just  and  riglit;  I  have  opposed  all  that  I  considered  wrong. 
I  shall  continue  to  do  so  to  the  end  of  my  political  life.  I 
shall  detain  the  House  no  longer.  I  am  not  fond  of  talk- 
ing, nor  am  I  fond  of  those  wlio  do  love  to  talk.  It  is 
more  the  province  and  qualification  of  old  women  than 
of  men,  *'fuU  grown  men;"  and  now,  when  it  is  so  im- 

[lortant  we  should  act,  nothing  is  so  injurious  to  the  pub- 
ic interest  as  long  speeches. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  repeat  tliat  you  should  pass 
this  bill,  whether  the  tariff  bill  pass  or  not.  If  the  tariff 
bill  becomes  a  law,  and  is  satisfactory  to  the  nullifiers, 
this  bill,  at  most,  can  do  no  harm.  Witliout  it,  there  is 
no  certainty  that  your  revenue  laws  or  officers  will  be  re- 
spected. In  short,  there  will  be  no  security  in  South 
Carolina,  be  the  fate  of  the  tariff  bill  what  it  may. 

Mr.  ROOT,  of  New  York,  after  several  prelmiinary  ob- 
servations, and  adverting,  rather  pleasantly,  to  what  bad 
fallen  from  other  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
observed  that  he  rose  chiefly  to  expose  some  of  the  anti- 
republickn  and  despotic  principles  contained  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill.  The  first  section,  he  8ai<l,  provides 
that  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  it  shall 
become  impracticable  to  collect  the  duties  in  the  ordinary 
way,  in  any  collection  district,  <*  by  reason  of  unlawful 
obstructions,  combinations,  or  assemblages  of  persons," 
he  may  *<  direct  that  tlie  custom-house  for  such  district  be 
established  and  kept  in  any  secure  place  within  some  port 
or  harbor  of  such  district,  either  upon  land  or  on  board 
any  vessel."  Whether  the  security  of  the  place  where 
this  newly  established  custom-house  is  to  be  located,  ei- 
ther upon  terra  fir  ma  or  upon  the  wave,  is  to  be  deter- 
mined and  designated  by  the  President  himself,  or  by 
some  subaltern  or  agent,  does  not  appear  by  the  bill;  but, 
at  all  events,  the  desi^^nation  of  the  place  as  well  as  its  se- 
curity, and  the  necessity  of  such  removal  and  designation, 
are  to  be  determined  by  the  arbitrary  will  of  some  one. 
That  will  it  the  law,  and  the  lawgiver  executes  the  deed. 
Whenever  the  President  sluU  have  formed  his  judgment, 
no  matter  upon  what  evidence,  or  whether  upon  any,  that 
an  unlawful  combination  to  obstruct  the  due  execution  of 
tlie  revenue  laws  does  exist  in  any  collection  district,  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  not  confined  to  South  Caro- 
lina alone,  and  a  "  secure  place"  shall  have  been  desig- 
nated for  a  floating  or  stable  custom-house,  it  is  made  the 
imperative  duty  of  the  collector  to  reside  there,  and  *'  to 
detain  all  vessels  and  cargoes  arriving  within  the  said  dis- 
trict, until  the  duties  imposed  on  said  cargoes  by  law  be 
paid  in  cash."  Thus,  on  the  change  of  focation  of  the 
custom-house  under  this  act,  difiering  firom  ft  change 
which  may  now  be  made  by  law  bv  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whenever  the  safety  of  the  revenue  may  re- 
quire it,  the  collector  is  bound  to  detun  a  vessel  and 
cargo  arriving  in  any  part  of  that  district,  and  compel  the 
payment  of  cash  duUes.  When,  in  the  opinion  of  one 
man,  there  exists  in  any  part  of  any  collection  district  of 
the  United  States  an  unlawful  combination  or  assemblage 
of  persons,  to  obstruct  the  due  execution  of  the  revenue 
laws,  the  custom-house  must  be  removed — must  be  re- 
moved to  a  *<  secure  place,"  and  there  cash  duties  must 
be  pMd.  For  an  offence,  or  contemplated  offence,  in  any 
part  of  the  district,  and  that  perhaps  existing  only  in  the 
imagination  of  a  single  individu^il,  th  j  known  laws  of  tlie 
land  are  to  be  changed  and  made  penal,  and  that  penalty 
inflicted  upon  an  innocent  victim  of  its  despotic  action^ 
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The  owner  or  consignee  of  a  vessel  and  cargo  arriving  in 
port,  intending  in  pood  faith  to  pay  the  duties  as  required 
by  law,  having  their  sureties  ready  to  give  the  requisite 
bonds,  and  not  being  in  funds  to  pny  the  cash,  is  met  by 
the  collector  or  his  agent,  his  vessel  and  cargo  seized  with- 
out process  of  law,  and  taken  to  the  ••  secure  place,"  and 
there  detained  until  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  cargo  be 
•«  paid  in  cash."  This  penalty,  for  it  is  a  penalty,  not- 
withstanding the  interest  is  to  be  deducted,  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  in  cash  when  a  person  is  not  prepared  fur 
the  unexpected  event — this  penahy,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  in- 
flicted upon  an  innocent  person,  acting  in  strict  conformity 
to  the  known  reqtiirementsof  law,  and  unconscious  of  any 
offence  against  tlie  revenue  laws  having  been  perpetrated 
or  contemplated  within  the  district,  and  wholly  unable  to 
conjecture  the  operations  on  the  mind  of  the  President. 

But  this  is  not  all.  If  the  owner  of  the  vessel  and  cargo 
shall  be^  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the  cash  required  by 
this  arbitrary  act,  unknuwn  to  the  laws;  if,  in  hts  love  of 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  property,  he  should  repose  him- 
self upon  the  fourth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, wherein  it  is  declared,  •*  The  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and 
effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall 
not  be  violated;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon  pro- 
bable cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  parti- 
cularly describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  per- 
sons or  tilings  to  be  seized;"  if  he  should  feel  disposed 
to  seek  redress  for  this  supposed  act  of  lawless  violence; 
•nd  if,  in  seeking  that  redress,  be  should  apply  to  a  court 
of  competent  juriMTiction  of  that  State  to  which  he  owes 
a^  paramount  allegiance,  and  whose  protection  be  has  a 
right  to  claim;  and  suppose  this  to  be  done  without  refer- 
ence to  the  late  replevin  law  of  South  Carolina,  made  to 
carry  into  execution  her  nullifying  ordinance,  but  in  the 
usual  course  of  practice  in  such  courts,  by  detinue  or  re- 
plevin, according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law  or 
practice  of  the  State  courts;  and  if,  in  the  execution  of 
the  proper  process,  it  should  become  necessary  for  the  she- 
riff to  call  to  his  aid  the  power  of  the  county,  then  follows 
the  tremendous  sanction  intended  to  be  provided  bv  the 
bill — a  sanction  no  less  terrible  than  a  declaration  of'^war, 
and  that,  too,  against  •«  a  free,  sovereign,  and  indepen- 
dent State."  That  declaration  of  war  is  to  be  made  by 
the  President  alone,  while,  by  the  constitution,  the  power 
••to  declare  war"  seenu  to  be  the  peculiar  attribute  of 
Congress.  I  call  it  a  declaration  of  war,  said  Mr.  R., 
because  it  provides  a  military  armament  in  opposition  to 
the  execution  of  process  issued  out  of  State  courts.  It  is 
not  the  military  force  authorized  by  the  constitution,  to 
be  called  forth  •«  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
press insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,"  but  a  mixed 
band  of  mercenary  soldiers  and  sailors,  whose  office  and 
whose  duty  it  U  implicitly  to  obev  the  will  of  a  despotic 
commander.     This  combined  land  and  naval  force  is  not 

Crorided  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
ut  to  aid  in  resisting  the  judicial  authorities  of  a  State. 
"Were  a  judicial  decree  of  a  court  of  the  United  States  to 
be  executed,  the  militia  might  rightfully  be  called  forth 
to  aid  in  iu  execution.  Were  some  Executive  act  to  be 
done,  in  case  of  resistance,  the  militia  might  be  called 
upon  to  aid  in  its  enforcement;  but  here,  embattled  Ic- 

S'ons  of  mercenary  soldiers  are  to  be  arrayed  to  prevent 
e  execution  of  laws,  or  the  service  of  the  process  of 
courts.  There  is  no  Executive  act  to  be  done  to  the  de- 
voted vessel  and  cargo  while  she  lies  alongside  the  dock 
or  floating  custom-house;  there  is  no  act  to  be  done  by 
the  collector  which  requires  the  action  of  military  power; 
there  is  no  action  upon  the  vessel  and  cargo  provided  by 
the  bill — nothing  but  detention  till  the  cash  duties  are 
paid;  there  is,  then,  no  act  to  be  enforced — nothing  to 
which  military  force  can  be  applied —to  which  the  bayo- 
net may  be  pointed;  no  movement  but  that  of  the  shenfT, 


and  those  he  may  have  called  to  his  aid.  Against  this 
power,  this  ••combination"  and  ••assemblsge  of  per- 
sons," rightfully  executing  the  process  of  a  State  court, 
this  war  is  to  be  waged.  Tlie  sheriflT,  acting  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  of  his  State,  and  the  mandate  of  his 
court,  and  not  knowing  of  any  contravening  law,  because 
there  is  none  in  existence,  is  fired  upon  and  slaughtered 
by  the  minions  of  dc«pt>tic  power. 

The  subsequent  sections  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  R.,  may 
be  well  enough;  they  are  mostly  of  a  judicial  character. 
Tlie  President  informed  us,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
that  he  had  law  enough  to  meet  any  emewncy  which 
might  grow  out  of  the  then  existing  state  of  affairs  with 
South  Carolina.  Soon  afterward^  her  Legislature,  in 
order  to  carry  into  execution  her  ordinance  of  nullifica- 
tion, passed  her  noted  replevin  law.  This  required  some 
counteracting  law  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  succeeding  sections  of  this  bill  provide  for 
that  counteraction.  South  CaroKna  planted  her  judicial 
batteries  to  repel  our  fiscal  attacks.  It  is  fit  that  we  en- 
deavor to  silence  her  batteries  by  a  similar  armament. 
The  committee  of  this  House  have  reported  a  bill  con- 
taining these  provisions  as  adequate,  and  the  onlv  means 
necessary  for  the  occasion.  Whether  we  pass  that  bill, 
or  the  sections  of  the  same  character  in  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  is  quite  immaterial;  they  are  substantially  the 
same. 

South  Carolina,  by  her  ordinance,  has  declared  that 
certain  acts  of  Congress  are  unconstitutional,  and,  there- 
fore, null  and  void.  Her  statesmen,  advocating  this  mea- 
sure, are  called  nullies — ^nullifiers;  we,  too,  are  about  to 
declare,  by  the  third  section  of  this  bill,  that,  on  the  ser- 
vice upon  the  clerk  of  a  State  court  of  a  writ  ofeeritcrari 
or  habeas  corpus  cum  eausOf  sued  out  of  a  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  whether  return  be  made  thereto  or  not, 
the  proceedings  in  the  State  court  are  ••deemed  and 
taken  to  be  moved  to  the  said  circuit  court,  and  any  fur- 
ther proceedings,  trial,  or  judgment  therein  in  the  State 
court  shall  be  wholly  null  or  void."  Are  we  then  about 
to  become  nullies — nuHifiera?  Here  is  nullification  against 
nullification,  to  be  tried  in  a  judicial  combat — which  party 
are  the  rightful  nuUifiers>  Let  your  courts  pronounce 
their  decrees  of  nullification,  and  then,  if  a  military  force 
shall  be  necessary  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  their  decrees, 
call  it  forth.  Then,  if  the  President  shall  require  any  ad- 
ditional enactment,  let  it  be  made;  arm  him  with  suffi- 
cient power  to  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  him  by 
the  constitution,  but  give  him  no  unnecessary,  no  arbi- 
trary and  despotic  power.  I  presume  he  will  not  exercise 
the  power  if  you  give  it  to  him.  The  olive  branch,  the 
compromise  tariff  bill,  will  probably  allay  the  excited 
feelings  of  the  South.  There  will  be  no  need,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  any  one,  of  waving  the  bloody  flag.  I  would  not 
offer  despotic  power  to  any  man,  however  mild,  how- 
ever dove-like  may  be  his  disposition.  I  never  approved 
the  conduct  of  him  who  offered  the  crown  to  the  modest 
and  blushing  Cromwefll:  Caesar,  too,  declined  the  prof- 
fered honor;  It  should  not  have  been  pressed  upon  htm. 

Mr.  R.  said  it  had  been  attempted,  and  that  from  high 
authority,  to  justify  or  excuse  the  despotic  features  of  tliis 
bill  by  likening  it  to  the  act  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
embargo,  passed  in  1807,  during  the  administration  of  the 
illustrious  Jefferson,  that  apostle  of  democracy.     Had  any 
act  passed  during  his  administration  granting  to  him  des- 
potic powers,  and  bad  it  been  approved  by  him,  as  much 
as  I  loved  and  venerated  that  great  and  good  man,  1  shoultl 
not  have  approved  the  deed.     I  loved  the  man,  but  I  loved 
my  country  more.     Dut  the  act  to  enforce  the  embargo 
was  utterly  unlike  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  under 
consideration:  that  gave  to  the  President  the  employment 
of  the  land  and  naval  forces  to  prevent  the  escape  of  ves- 
sels out  of  the  jtirisdictioii  of^  the  courts — a  sort  of  ne 
exeat,  requiring  something  more  than  ordinary 
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rocess  to  prevent  a  departure  from  its  jurisdiction.  This 
ill  provides  for  seizing-  the  vessel  and  cargo  after  it  has 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts;  that  provided 
for  retaining  them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts, 
there  to  be  tried,  if  offending,  according  to  the  known 
rules  of  law;  this  provides  for  the  conviction  and  {ninish- 
ment  of  the  victim,  without  trial  by  either  judge  or  jury 
— without  the  privilege  of  confronting  his  accuser,  or 
bringing  witnesses  in  his  defence. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  had  several  of  its  sharp  points 
knocked  oft\  The  Senate  has  made  several  amendments 
to  it,  favorable  to  liberty  and  the  rights  of  the  citizen, 
since  it  came  from  the  Executive  factory.  Still,  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  are  offensive  provisions  yet  left  in  the 
first  section.  Before  I  can  consent  to  vote  for  it,  even  as 
it  is,  I  must  surrender  those  democratic  principles — that 
sacred  love  of  liberty  which  1  have  cherished  from  my 
early  political  youth.  Shall  1  sacrifice  my  better  judg- 
ment at  the  shrine  of  despotic  power?  Never,  never  let 
the  annals  of  my  political  history  be  blotted  with  so  foul 
a  stain;  never  let  my  children's  cheek  be  crimsoned  by 
an  invidious  finger  pointing  to  the  journal  of  this  House, 
and  saying,  '*  There  stands  recorded  your  father's  vote, 
surrendering  to  power  the  liberties  of  his  country."  Vote 
for  tliat  section!  No,  sir.  Such  a  proposition  would  have 
caused  a  blush  upon  the  cheek  of  federalism^ultra  fede- 
ralism, in  its  proudest  and  most  unblusliing  days. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  expressed  his  desire  of  being  heard 
before  the  bill  should  pass,  and  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 
The  House  then  adjourned,  [at  about  10  o'clock.] 


TuunsDAT,  Fedruart  28. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  further  reading  of  the  re- 
port made  by  him  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  demanded  a  division  of  the  question. 

It  was  divided  accordingly. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  of  printing,  Mr.  HOFFMAN  address- 
ed the  House  in  opposition  to  it,  and  went  into  a  state- 
ment of  facts  in  relation  to  the  report.  He  said  it  had 
never  been  submitted  to  the  committee  in  time  for  its 
action.  It  purported  to  be  a  counter  report,  or  report  of 
the  minority;  but  where  was  any  report  from  the  ma- 
jority? It  was  near  to  ask  a  majority  to  agree  to  the  report 
of  a  minority  which  they  had  never  had  an  opportunity 
even  to  hear.  Mr.  H.  dwelt  on  the  mischievous  ten- 
dency of  such  a  practice,  if  sanctioned  by  the  House. 
He  insisted  there  was  nothing,  either  in  the  substance  or 
manner  of  the  paper,  which  ouglit  to  induce  tlie  House 
to  print  it.  It  was  neither  a  report  nor  counter  report, 
but  a  speech — an  argument  of  an  individual.  Mr.  H.  was 
proceeding  to  enter  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  paper, 
when  Mr.  BELL  called  for  tlie  orders  of  the  day. 

REVENUE  COLLECTION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  WAYNE,  of  Georgia,  next  rose,  and  spoke  at 
great  length  in  support  of  the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for  a  recess  till  5  o'clock,  and 
carried. 

XVBVISC  SBSSION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  revenue 
collection  bill. 

BIr.  FOSTER,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  not  with  the 
vain  hope  of  producing  the  slightest  effect  on  the  de- 
cision of  the  question  now  pending,  that  he  rose  to  ad- 


dress the  House.  He  must  be  blind,  indeed,  said  Mr.  F., 
who  does  not  see  that  there  is  a  fixed  and  settled  deter- 
mination, on  the  part  of  a  very  large  maiority  of  this 
House,  to  pass  this  bill.  It  would  scarcely  be  going  too 
far  to  say  (and  I  hope  in  saying  so  1  shall  be  guilty  of  no 
irreverence)  that  this  majority  **  would  not  be  persuaded" 
to  reject  this  bill,  **  even  though  one  rose  from  the  dead." 
No,  sir,  the  question  is  already  decided;  and  as  sure  as  the 
final  vote  is  taken,  just  so  sure  the  bill  on  the  table  will 
become  a  law  of  the  land.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  It  is  a  duty 
which  I  owe  myself  to  present  my  views  of  this  deeply 
interesting  subject,  and  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
while  1  attempt  to  do  so. 

It  was  my  fortune  to  belong  to  the  committee  to  which 
the  message  of  the  President,  suggesting  the  measures 
now  under  consideration,  was  referred.  On  a  careful  and 
deliberate  investigation  of  the  various  suggestions  con- 
tained in  the  message,  I  could  not  give  my  assent  to  the 
most  prominent  of  them,  and  united  with  a  majority  of 
my  associates  on  the  committee  in  a  report  which  was, 
some  time  since,  submitted  to  the  House.  The  views  pre- 
sented in  that  report  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  defend. 

It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
have  heard,  from  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  an  examina- 
tion and  defence  of  its  details;  but  they  have  not  thought 
proper  thus  to  discuss  it.  My  colleague,  [Mr.  Wiymb,] 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  reflected  somewhat  on  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDuma,]  be- 
cause, in  the  course  of  his  argument,  he  referred  to  but 
one  of  the  iirovisions  of  the  bill;  and  yet  my  colleague 
was  guilty  of  the  very  same  omission.  He  is  the  strenu- 
ous supporter  of  the  whole  bill,  but  did  not  bestow  even  a 
passing  remark  upon  only  one  of  its  features—- the  em- 
ployment of  the  military  force.  1  shall  not  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me;  it  will  be  my 
object  to  mvestigatc  tlie  details  of  the  bill,  and  notice  the 

Erominent  measures  which  it  proposes;  and  if  I  cannot 
ear  reasons  in  favor  of  them,  I  will  endeavor  to  show 
some  aeainst  tliem,  which,  if  not  satisfactory  to  the  House, 
are  entirely  satisfactory  to  myself. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  this  is  an  administration 
measure;  it  comes  to  us  not  only  approved,  but  asked  for 
by  the  Executive;  and,  therefore,  as  a  friend  of  the  ad- 
ministration, it  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to 
have  been  able  to  yield  it  my  feeble  support.  But,  how- 
ever high  my  respect  for  the  President  and  his  constitu- 
tional advisers,  I  cannot  sustain  tlieir  policy  at  the  sacri- 
fice of  my  own  principles  and  opinions.  I  shall  never  be 
so  much  the  partisan  or  friend  of  any  man  as  to  surrender 
the  honest  convictions  of  my  own  judgment.  In  oppos- 
ing, however,  the  recommendations  of  the  Prcsidciil  with 
regard  to  South  Carolinn,  1  take  the  occasion  to  disclaim 
any  imputation  whatever  on  his  motives.  In  the  integrity 
of  his  motives  and  the  purity  of  his  patriotism  I  have  the 
utmost  confidence— quite  as  much,  cerUinly,  as  many 
gentlemen  around  me  who  are  so  zealously  sustaining  these 
recommend^ittons. 

I  owe  it  to  myself,  Mr.  Speaker,  also  to  say  that  I  do 
not  appear  here  as  the  advocate  of  South  Carolina;  I  do 
not  approve  her  recent  measures.  Do  not  imagine,  how- 
ever, that  1  am  about  to  join  in  those  unmeasured  cen- 
sures and  denunciations  which  have  been  so  lavishly  be- 
stowed upon  her.  No,  sir;  this  is  a  crusade  in  which  I 
shall  be  among  the  last  to  enlist;  it  is  an  enterprise  which 
presents  no  temptations  to  my  ambition;  it  is  a  field  in 
which  I  shall  gather  no  laurels.  Sir,  South  Carolina  is 
the  natural  ally,  ilic  sister  of  Georgia.  Iler  gallant  sons 
are  our  neiglibors,  our  brethren,  our  fellow-sufferers; 
and,  while  (lisapproving  their  acts,  1  can  most  truly  say 
that  **  with  all  their  faults  1  love  them  still." 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  promised  to  enter  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  details  of  the  lull  under  consideration. 


and  I  now  proceed  to  the  task. 
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The  first  section  provides,  in  substance,  that  when,  bv 
reason  of  unlawful  combinations  or  obstructions,  it  shall 
become  impossible  to  collect  the  duties  on  imports  in  the 
ports  of  any  State,  the  President  shall  be  authorized  to 
remove  the  custom-houses  to  some  secure  place,  either 
on  land  or  water,  and  to  direct  that  the  duties  on  mer- 
chandise imported  into  such  ports  shall  be  paid  in  cash, 
deducting  the  leg^l  interest.  Now,  sir,  although  no  par- 
ticular State  is  designated^  yet  we  all  know  as  well  that 
this  measure  is  intemled  for  South  Carolina  as  though  she 
were  named  in  the  bill.  Indeed,  the  object  avowed  by 
the  President  is  to  countervail  the  ordinance  and  le{^la- 
tion  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Tery  first  sugmstion  which  this  proposition  must 
present  to  the  mind  of  every  one  is,  its  palpable  inequali- 
ty and  injustice.  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  a  great 
many  merchants  in  Charleston  who  have  no  intention  of 
taking  the  benefit  of  the  kte  laws  of  Carolina,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  the  payment  of  the  duties.  They 
will  continue  to  import  their  goods,  give  tlieir  bonds,  and 
pay  them  punctually  as  heretofore.  Would  it  not  then 
be  unjust  in  the  extreme,  to  deprive  these  men  of  rights 
and  privileges  secured  to  all  other  citizens  of  the  United 
States^  and  that,  too,  in  a  Government  whose  boast  has 
been,  and  ever  should  be,  its  equal  laws?  Sir,  this  in- 
justice is  too  obvious,  it  aflfords  no  ground  for  argument; 
the  mere  statement  amounts  to  demonstration,  and  pre- 
sents a  striking  instance  of  consigning  to  a  common  fate 
those  who  obey  and  those  who  transgress  the  laws,  which 
it  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  duties  of  Government  to 
prevent. 

But  weighty  and  conclusive  as  this  objection  is,  it  is 
light  compared  with  another.  Sir,  the  requisition  of  cash 
payments,  as  contemplated,  will,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
conflict  with  two  clauses  of  the  constitution. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  on  the  subject  of  the 
constitutional  powers  of  the  Government,  I  entertain  what 
are  now  regarded  old  fashioned  notions.  I  early  conceiv- 
ed a  strong  bias  rmany  gentlemen  will,  no  doubt,  con- 
sider it  a  very  untbrtunate  one)  in  favor  of  a  rigid  con- 
struction of  this  great  charter.  It  has  been  a  part  of  my 
political  education,  and  mature  reflection  lias  but  confirm- 
ed the  lessons  of  early  instruction.  It  may  not  become 
me  to  say  that  I  have  been  "  trained  up  in  the  way  1 
should  g^,"  but  there  is  certainly  not  much  probability  of 
my  '*  departing  from  it"  When,  then,  I  am  called  upon 
to  do  anv  act  as  a  member  of  this  House,  t  turn  to  my 
power  or  attorney — to  this  instrument,  which  has  been 
the  theme  of  so  much  eulogy,  and  the  subject  of  so  much 
abuse;  and  if  1  cannot  find  authority  there  for  the  act  re- 
quired, it  is  more  than  1  dare  to  do  to  yield  my  assent. 
And  ^ntlemen  must  pardon  me  tor  reminding  them  of 
the  high  responsibility  under  which  they  act  here— a  re- 
sponsibility much  more  solemn  and  fearful  than  that  which 
they  owe  to  their  constituents.  And  I  beg  them  to  be 
candid  with  themselves  on  this  occasion,  to  test  the  bill 
on  wliich  they  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  vote,  by  the 
constitution  which  they  have  so  solemnly  sworn  to  sup- 
port; and  let  an  unbiassed  conscience  render  an  impartial 
judgment. 

Really,  Mr.  Speaker,  had  it  not  been  for  the  source 
from  which  some  of  the  stiggestions  embodied  in  this  bill 
emanateil,  were  it  not  for  the  profound  wisdom  and  tran- 
scendent talents  of  the  authors  and  advocates  of  these 
propositions,  it  would  he  difficult  to  conceive  how  there 
could  be  two  opinions  as  to  their  constitutionality,  or,  ra- 
ther, their  unconstitutionality.  Allow  me  to  invite  the 
serious  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  clauses  in  the  con- 
stitution to  which  1  have  alluded.  The  first  is,  that  •<  all 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout 
the  United  States."  Now,  will  any  gentleman  contend, 
does  any  one  believe,  that  the  deduction  of  six  per  cent, 
interest  fur  cash  payments  would  be  equivalent  to  the, 


indulgence  allowed  by  the  present  credit  system^  Where 
is  the  importing  merchant  who  will  admit  it?  Where  is 
the  one  who  would  consent  to  a  change  from  credits  to 
cash  duties  on  these  terms.'  Ask  the  merchant  who  re- 
sides in  the  interior,  equidistant  from  Charleston  and  Sa- 
Tannah,  and  who  imports  goods  to  each  of  those  ports, 
paying  the  duties  in  cash,  deducting  the  interest  at  the 
one,  and  bonding  under  the  existing  laws,  at  the  other — 
ask  this  importer  whether  he  considers  that  he  pays  the 
same  duties  on  each  of  his  cargoes,  and  what  would  be  bis 
reply?  You  know  he  would  tell  you  there  was  an  essen- 
tial difference.  There  is  an  inquirj  proposed  in  the  re- 
port of  your  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  this  subject, 
the  answer  to  which  would  put  this  subject  at  rest.  If 
there  be  no  diflTerence  between  the  credit  system  and 
cash  payments,  allowing  a  deduction  of  the  interest,  why 
do  you  not  abolish  credits,  and  save  the  Government  the 
immense  losses  which  it  is  constantljr  sustaining  by  the 
fiiilure  of  importers  and  their  sureties?  Think,  too,  of 
the  great  trouble  to  which  you  are  frequently  subjected, 
in  the  collection  of  these  custom-house  bonds,  and  then 
tell  me  whether  the  present  system  would  be  continued 
by  Congress,  if  they  could,  without  serious  inconveni- 
ence  to  the  mercantile  community,  and,  indeed,  without 
a  severe  pressure  upon  the  whole  countr}',  substitute  cash 
payment^  with  the  inconsiderable  deduction  of  six  per 
cent. 

If  we  needed  an  additional  argument,  and  one  which 
will  place  this  point  entirely  beyond  dispute,  the  very 
terms  in  which  the  proposition  is  expressed,  will  furnish 
it.  The  duties  are  to  be  paid  in  cash,  deducting  the  in- 
terest Now,  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen,  and 
I  wish ' '  the  still,  small  voice"  which  breathes  the  response 
could  be  audible— I  would  ask  every  intelligent  nan 
to  tell  me  why  this  deduction  of  interest  is  to  be  allowetl. 
Have  you  any  doubt  that  this  provision  is  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  that  very  uniformity  required  by 
the  constitution,  and  thus  obviating  the  constitutional  dif- 
ficulty? Sir,  if  the  author  of  this  suggestion  were  asked, 
he  would  tell  you  this  was  tlie  object.  If,  tlien,  this  de- 
duction is  not  sufficient  to  equalize  the  cash  and  credit 
payments,  is  not  tlie  constitution  as  plainly  violated  as 
though  no  deduction  at  all  was  made. 

Let  me  now  turn  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  oUier 
clause  of  the  constitution  to  which  allusion  has  been  made. 
It  is  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  and  is  in  these 
words:  «  No  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation 
of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over 
those  of  another."  It  will  cerUinly  not  be  neceaaary  to 
show  that  this  bill  provides  a  *•  regubtion  of  rerenue;" 
and  yet  this  is  not  more  plainly  apparent  than  that,  by 
this  «reguhtion,"  a  rery  decided  preference  will  be  giv- 
en to  those  ports  where  it  shall  not  prevail,  o\er  those 
where  it  shall  be  enforced.  Adopt  this  regulation  in  the 
poKs  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  langoisliing  commerce  of 
Savannah  would  soon  revive  and  flourish,  while  the  active 
and  lucrative  trade  of  Charleston  would  be  effectually  de- 
stroyed, and  its  great  wealtli  and  growing  prosperity  thus 
completely  sacrificed. 

Tlie  ovAy  answer  which  has  been  eiven  to  these  consti- 
tutional objections  is,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  wt^ 
general — applicable  to  all  the  States  equalljr,  and  to  none 
unless  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws  is  obstnicted. 
Sir,  this  is  scarcely  a  plausible  subterfuge.  What  is  the 
proposition  ?  That  in  case  the  laws  are  obstructed  or  resist- 
ed by  a  force  too  powerful  to  be  overcome  in  the  ordina- 
ry way,  the  President  may  order  the  removal  of  the  cus- 
tom-houses»  and  require  the  payment  of  the  duties  in  cash. 
Let  us  simplify  the  proposition  as  much  as  poasiblc.  If 
Congress  can  confer  this  power  upon  the  President,  it 
may  unquestionably  exercise  it  itself;  and  if  it  can  provide 
the  proposed  remedy  for  a  future  contingency,  it  may 
certainly  apply  the  same  remedy  if  the  emergency  had 
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already  occurred.  Suppose,  then,  that  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  February,  some  of  the  merchants  of  Charleston 
bad  availed  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  nullifying 
laws,  and  had  actually,  by  the  aid  of  the  SUte  courts, 
succeeded  in  rescuing  their  goods  from  the  custom-house 
officers  without  giving  them  bonds,  or  paving  duties,  and 
this  &ct  is  reported  by  the  collector  to  the  Government. 
Here  is  the  case  fiiirly  presented— the  very  state  of  things 
which  you  are  endeavoring  to  guard;  your  laws  are  nulli- 
fied, their  execution  resisted  by  a  force  too  powerful  to 
overcome  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  that  force  acting  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  State.  Now,  will  any  gentleman 
point  me  to  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which  relieves 
you,  even  in  such  extreme  cases  as  these,  from  the  re- 
strictions and  prohibitions  to  which  I  have  referred?  Sir, 
there  is  none.  These  provisions  of  the  constitution  are 
plain  and  explicit,  and  cannot  be  evaded;  turn  which  way 
you  will,  and  thejr  stare  vou  in  the  face.  Gentlemen  may, 
indeed,  by  ingenious  and  refined  distinctions,  silence  their 
scruples,  and  persuade  themselves  into  the  support  of  this 
bill — they  only  deceive  themselves.  It  is  utterly  vain 
to  attempt  to  reconcile  it  with  the  constitution;  it  is  be- 
yond the  reach  of  argument;  the  contradiction  is  too  plain 
and  palpable.  Disguise  it  as  vou  may;  resort  to  all  the 
arts  of  construction,  but  ■<  to  this  complexion  it  must  come 
at  last." 

Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  an- 
other deep  (God  grant  it  may  not  be  a  fatal)  stab  to  this 
sacred  instrument.  And  really  1  had  hoped  that  its  al- 
ready mangled  body  would  have  protected  it  from  fur- 
ther outrage.  The  condition  to  which  your  repeated  at- 
tacks have  reduced  it,  is  sufficient,  it  mi^ht  be  supposed, 
to  disarm  even  its  most  vindictive  enemies.  Let  me  en- 
treat you,  then,  to  stay  the  uplifted  arm,  and  withhold,  it 
may  be,  the  finishing  blow.  Sir,  had  1  the  power,  like 
Mark  Antony,  *'  I  would  put  a  tongue  in  every  wound" 
which  your  ill-judged  legisbtion  has  made,  to  implore 
your  forbearance. 

To  those  around  me  who  have  recently  evinced  so 
much  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  constitution,  and  affected  so 
much  anxiety  to  save  it  from  sacrilegious  hands,  I  parti- 
cularljr  appeal.  1  especially  invoke  the  aid  of  an  honor- 
able gentleman,  [.Mr.  Viittov,  of  Ohio,]  who,  a  few  even- 
ings an^,  in  the  fervency  of  his  patriotism,  was  ready  to 
see  all  our  rivers  running  with  blood,  and  this  great  con- 
federacy converted  into  one  vast  slaughter-bouse,  rather 
than  bave  one  tittle  of  the  constitution  obliterated  by 
force.  And,  sir,  had  I  but  a  small  portion  of  that  power- 
ful and  commanding  eloquence,  which  t  heard  on  a  re- 
cent occasion,*  in  another  place,  in  the  anticipation  of 
dangers  to  this  sacred  instrument,  "calling  on  all  the 
people  to  its  rescue,'*  in  a  tone  and  manner  which  I  can 
never  forget,  and  which  filled  me  with  emotions  too  big 
for  utterance — I  repeat,  sir,  did  I  possess  a  particle  of 
this  overpowering  eloquence,  I  would  call  in  loud  strains, 
not  upon  '*  all  the  people,"  but  upon  these  their  repre- 
sentatives, in  this  hour  of  imminent  peril,  to  come  to  the 
aid  of  the  constitution,  and  save  it  from  the  dan^r  which 
threatens  it,  from  specious  and  subtle  construction.  For 
if  it  must  fiill,  it  matters  little  whether  by  the  hand  of 
violence,  or  by  the  unperceived  and  undermining  process 
of  ingenious  and  plausible  sophbtry.  1  would,  mdeed, 
prefer  the  attack  by  open  violence,  because  then  we  could 
see  the  extent  of  the  danger,  and  might  prepare  to  en- 
counter it. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  first  section  of  this  bill  further 
provides  that,  to  enable  the  collector  more  effectually  to 
exact  the  payment  of  cash  duties,  as  proposed,  he  shall 
seize  and  detain  all  vessels  and  cargoes  until  the  duties 
are  paid;  and  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  take  such 
vetseb  or  cargoes  from  the  possession  of  the  collector  by 
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any  force,  combination,  or  assemblage  of  individuals,  or 
by  any  process,  other  than  from  a  court  of  the  United 
States,  the  President,  or  such  person  as  he  shall  empow- 
er for  that  purpose,  may  employ  such  part  of  Uie  land 
and  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United  States,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the  vessels  or 
cargoes  from  the  possession  of  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms, &c. 

Sir,  that  proneness  to  resist  the  exercise  of  all  powers 
not  delegated  to  us,  of  which  the  House  has  had  some 
evidence,  prompted  me,  when  a  proposition  was  made  to 
confer  power  so  great,  and  of  such  dangerous  tendency, 
to  consult  again  the  charter  under  which  we  act.  On  ex- 
amining, with  great  care,  t  find  in  the  constitution  that 
**  Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  Tlie  very  object  of 
the  bill  on  your  table  is,  to  enable  the  President  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws.  Now,  I  will  not  say  that,  in  extreme 
cases,  when  no  other  means  could  be  available.  Congress 
might  not,  under  the  power  to  *'  pass  all  1a ws  necessary" 
to  carry  the  granted  powers  into  effect,  resort  to  the  re- 
gular army  and  navy;  but  I  will  say  that  the  very  pro- 
vision for  calling  forth  the  militia  shows  very  clearly, 
that,  in  the  view  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  the 
execution  of  the  laws.  If  military  force  should  be  neces- 
sary, should  be  left  to  the  militia,  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country.  Our  ancestors,  in  their  difficulties  with  the  mo- 
ther country,  had  learned  a  lesson  as  to  the  enforcement 
of  laws  bv  the  aid  of  a  standing  army,  from  which  they 
seem  to  have  profited;  and  they  confided  this  dangerous 
trust  to  those  who  were  most  deeply  interested  in  a  faith- 
ful, but  mild  execution  of  the  laws — the  great  body  of 
the  people.  And,  upon  the  legal  maxim,  that  **the  in- 
clusion of  one  is  the  exclusion  of  all  others,"  the  provi- 
sion for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  ex- 
cludes the  idea  that  any  other  force  was  contemplated  for 
this  purpose. 

That  this  was  the  view  of  those  who  were  concerned  in 
the  formation  of  the  constitution,  is  plainly  inferrible,  from 
the  fact  that  the  first  laws  passed  for  the  suppression  of 
insurrections  in  1793  and  1795,  were  entitled  acts  « to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion,"  in 
the  very  words  of  the  constitutional  provision. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  maintain  that  the  present  attitude 
of  South  Carolina  does  not  furnish  such  a  case  as  was  con- 
templated by  the  constitution,  where  the  laws  were  to  be 
executed  even  by  the  militia.  There  is  no  '*  insurrec- 
tion" there,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  nor 
is  there  such  a  *' combination  to  obstruct  the  execution  of 
the  laws"  as  contemplated  by  the  acts  of  1792  and  1795. 
Whatever  proceeding  is  had  under  the  ordinance  of 
South  Carohna  is  the  act^of  a  sovereign  State — it  is  the  ex- 
ercise of  sovereign  power.  Whether  this  right  belong 
to  the  State,  it  is  not  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
argument,  to  inquire.  She  claims  it,  and  has  exercised  it, 
and  any  act  done  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  will  be 
protected  by  the  State.  To  attempt,  tlierefore,  to  re- 
duce individuals,  acting  under  this  authority,  to  obedience 
to  your  laws,  will  be  an  attempt  to  coerce  the  State — it 
will  be  making  war  upon  the  State.  And  this  power,  as 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  as 
all  who  have  read  the  journals  of  the  Federal  Conven- 
tion know,  was  several  times  proposed  to  be  given  to 
Congress,  but  uniformly  rejected.  But,  on  this  point,  I 
shall  adhere  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  committee.  I 
will  not  be  drawn  into  a  discussion  of  the  right  of  this 
Government  to  make  war  upon  one  of  the  States.  Far, 
far  distant  be  the  day  when  such  an  inquiry  shall  become 
necessary. 

Even  admitting,  however,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
the  power  in  question  to  exist,  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
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House  to  a  few  considerations  which  should  induce  Con* 
gress  to  forbear  the  adoption  of  the  rigid  measures  pro- 
posed in  this  bill.  And  the  first  and  most  obvious  is, 
that  tliere  is  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  it.  The  law 
providing  for  a  modification  of  the  tariff,  which  passed 
this  Uouse  a  few  davs  ago,  and  which  has  already  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  has  relieved  us  from  those 
alarming  apprehensions  which  wc  have  unhappily  had 
too  much  reasan  to  Indulge,  and  will  soon  quiet  the  agi- 
tations of  our  distracted  country.  Sir,  this  law  was,  em- 
phatically, a  measure  of  compromise;  it  was  so  tendered 
on  the  one  side,  and  received  on  the  other.  It  is  the  bow 
of  peace  on  the  dark  and  angnr  clouds  which  have  so 
long  lowered,  and  with  such  fearful  portent,  on  our  South- 
ern horizon.  Suffer,  then,  the  troubled  elements  to  be- 
come again  calm;  and  here  let  us  assemble  once  more 
round  the  altar  of  our  common  country,  all  hands  united, 
all  heart<)  mingled;  let  the  sound  of  peace,  peace,  go 
forth  from  this  hall,  and  its  happy  and  healing  influence 
extend  to  the  remotest  borders  of  the  republic. 

But  it  is  said  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Watnk,]  and  the 
suggestion  has  been  made  by  others,  that  we  have  no  as- 
surance tliat  South  Carolina  will  repeal  her  ordinance,  or 
that  she  will  not  nullify  the  tariff  law  which  we  now  pass, 
as  she  has  those  of  1828  and  1832.  Sir,  let  us  be  candid 
with  ourselves  on  this  occasion.  It  is  indeed  possible  that 
this  may  be  tlie  case;  but  docs  any  one  believe  it  will  be? 
At  the  intercesason  of  a  sister  State,  the  convention  by 
which  this  ordinance  was  passed,  have  been  ordered  to 
reassemble;  and  it  is  notorious  that  the  object  of  this  re- 
assembling is  to  suspend  the  operaiion  of  the  nullifying 
laws  until  the  close  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
This,  too,  let  it  be  remembered,  was  done  at  a  time  when 
all  hope  of  a  modification  of  the  tariff  by  this  Congress 
had  been  nearly  extinguished.  With  these  facts  before 
us,  then,  and  with  the  still  more  striking  fact  that  every 
Senator  and  Representative  in  Congress  from  South  Ca- 
rolina has  voted  for  this  modification,  where  is  the  man 
who  can  for  a  moment  indulge  a  serious  apprehension 
that  that  State  will  attempt  to  arrest  the  operation  of  the 
law  \  If  there  be  a  member  of  this  House  who  does  really 
entertain  such  apprehensions,  1  have  some  curiosity  to 
know  him.  It  will  certainly  entitle  him  to  a  distinction 
which  he  should  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  acquiring, 
and  I  will,  therefore,  pause  to  see  if  there  be  one  who 
will  make  the  avowal.  [Mr.  F.  here  paused,  but  no  gen- 
tleman risinr,  he  proceeded:]  As  I  expected — a  death- 
like silence!  No,  sir,  there  is  not  an  intelligent  man  here 
or  elsewhere,  who  entertains  a  reasonable  doubt  that 
South  Carolina  will  not  acquiesce  in  the  compromise 
which  has  been  effected. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  further  argued  that  unless  we 
pass  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  the  modification  of  the 
tariff  will  have  the  appearance  of  concession — ^a  yielding 
to  the  demands  of  South  Carolina— that  it  will  seem  as 
though  the  General  Government  had  been  bullied  into 
measures.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  admitted  that  the  com- 
plaints of  the  South  are  just,  and  ought  to  be  redressed. 
Sir,  1  have  been  more  than  astonished  at  the  frequent  re- 
petition of  this  objection  during  this  session.  What,  sir, 
is  the  legislation  of  the  American  Congress  to  be  govern- 
ed and  regulated  by  such  fastidiousness?  How  many  a 
noble  and  gallant  spirit  has  met  an  untimely  fate  under 
the  misguidance  of  these  false  notions  of  honor!  refusing 
to  make  just  reparation— to  atone  for  an  injury,  because 
a  challenge  had  been  given!  And  yet  we,  to  whose  hand 
are  confided,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  destinies  of  fif- 
teen millions  of  people,  are  prepared  to  resign  their  high 
and  important  interests— nay,  to  stake  the  ver}'  existence 
of  the  Union  upon  this  delusive  idea!  Sir,  bow  long 
before  we  shall  be  able  to  sink  the  feelings  of  the  man  in 
the  noble  and  elevated  and  enlarged  views  of  the  states- 
man? 


Gentlemen  tell  us,  however,  that,  by  decisive  measures 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  all  opposition 
to  its  authority  will  be  put  down,  and  the  majesty  of  the 
laws  vindicated.  How  soon  we  forget  the  teaching  of 
history  and  experience!  What  instructive  lessons  do  they 
give  us  as  to  the  consequences,  in  national  as  well  as  in- 
dividual quarrels,  of  a  course  of  menace  on  one  band,  and 
defiance  on  the  other!  Collisions  and  violence  have 
scarcely  ever  failed  to  be  the  result.  But  we  are  told, 
with  a  triumphant,  if  not  an  unfeeling  air,  that  it  will  be 
an  easy  matter  to  put  down  South  Carolina;  tliat  the 
President  has  assured  us  that  the  laws  shall  be  executed, 
and  his  ciiaracter  is  a  sufficient  guaranty  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  pledge.  All  this  may  be  very  probable. 
From  the  accounts  we  have  of  popular  meetings,  and  tlie 
numerous  offers  of  patriotic  volunteers  to  enlist  in  this 
glorious  enterprise,  you  have  certainly  little  cause  to 
doubt  yoiir  success.  But  how  would  you  enjoy  it,  when 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  blood  of  your  valiant  and 
chivalrous  Southern  brethren?  Who  would  rush  madly 
on  to  crusli  even  whi^t  some  consider  a  rebellion,  when 
the  lives  of  hundreds  of  our  own  countrymen  must  be  the 
cost?  Sir,  I  envy  no  man  his  feelings,  who  can  either 
boast  of  such  an  anticipated  victory,  or  could  exult  in  the 
bloody  achievement. 

But  do  you  not  run  the  hazard  of  provoking  the  other 
Southern  States  to  take  part  with  Soutli  Carolina?  Much 
as  they  disapprove  her  course,  the  origin  of  tliis  contro- 
versy is  common  to  them  all;  there  is  an  identity  of  in- 
terest and  of  oppression,  which  is  rapidly  producing  an 
identity  of  feeling.  Sir,  are  not  the  present  indications 
sufficient  to  warn  gentlemen?  Do  not  the  unquiet  state 
and  feverish  excitement  in  many  parts  of  the  Southern 
country  admonisli  you  of  what  may  follow  the  first  act  of 
violence?  Sir,  once  kindle  this  fire  in  the  South,  and 
who  shall  extinguish  it?  Excite  the  resentment  and  pas> 
sions  of  a  gallant  and  high-spirited  people,  and  who  shall 
control  them?  Raise  the  tempest,  and  who  shall  allay 
it,  or  calculate  its  ravages?  Where  is  the  master  spi- 
rit that  can  "ride  on  the  whirlwind,  and  direct  the 
storm?"  What  hand  shall  chain  the  billows  of  the  rag- 
ing ocean?  Believe  me,  sir,  these  are  not  the  sugges- 
tions of  an  excited  imagination.  Violent  and  oppressire 
measures  in  other  countries  have  generally  resulted  in 
convulsions  and  civil  wars;  and  beware  that  you  do  not 
make  the  history  of  your  own  a  mere  transcript  from  their 
records. 

There  are  many  past  occurrences,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
which  it  is  painful  to  advert;  yet  1  cannot  consent,  on 
this  account,  to  waive  an  advantage  which  one  of  that 
character  affords.  A  short  retrospect  will  bring  to  our 
recollection  an  event  which  will  fully  illustrate  the  argu- 
ment 1  am  now  endeavoring  to  urge.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Carsoh]  yesterday  referred 
you  to  the  unpleasant  controversy  which  existed  in  the 
year  1825,  between  the  General  Government  and  the 
State  of  Georgia.  That  controversy,  and  many  of  its  at- 
tendant circumstances,  are  fresh  in  my  recollection.  I 
well  remember  the  unequal  contest  which,  single-handed, 
and  alone,  we  waged  against  this  Government.  We  not 
only  derived  no  aid  from  our  sister  States,  but  public 
opinion  throu>;hout  the  whole  of  them  seemed  to  be 
against  us.  This  was,  indeed,  *<  fearful  odds.'*  It  was 
our  good  fortune,  however,  in  this  important  crisis,  to 
have  at  the  head  of  our  ,executive  councils  one  of  those 
choice  spirits  who  seem  designed  for  great  occasions. 
With  a  firmness  that  never  faltered,  and  a  resolution  that 
no  circumstances  could  shake,  he  took  his  stand  upon  the 
ramparts  of  State  sovereignty,  and  resolutely  resisted 
every  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
interfere  with  the  just  rights  of  the  State.  Finally,  bow- 
ever,  the  Executive  of  the  Union  ventured  to  threaten  ua 
with  military  power.   The  effect  was  instantaneous,  it  was 
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an  electric  shock;  tlie  feelings  which  it  produced  spread 
from  tlie  Potomac  to  the  Mississippi.  Then  it  was  that  the 
sympathies  of  our  Carolina  brethren,  wlio  had  previously 
]^ven  us  no  countenance,  were  aroused  in  our  behalf,  and 
every  northern  breeze  wafted  to  us  the  most  cheering  as- 
suraRces  that  if  an  attempt  should  be  mack  to  execute  the 
threat  which  had  been  uttered,  we  should  not  be  left  to 
contend  alone  ag^ainst  our  gigantic  adversary.  And  can 
it  be  matter  of  wonder  now,  that  Georgia  should  manifest 
a  deep  interest  in  the  fate  of  South  Carolina.^  Can  she 
■o  soon  forget  tliis  generous  sympathy  f  No,  sir,  she  can 
never  be  uumindful  of  it,  noi*  ungrateful  for  it.  Happily 
(he  difficulty  was  adjusted,  and  tlie  historian  has  not  now 
to  record,  in  letters  of  bloo<l,  the  mad  experiment. 

Butf  sir,  we  have  evi<lence  on  this  point  of  a  still  later 
date.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  President's  recent 
proclamation,  in  which  a  resort  to  force  was  intimated? 
What  do  gentlemen  from  the  South  learn  from  their  pri- 
vate letters?  What  do  the  newspapers  inform  them  as 
to  the  stat«  of  feeling  which  has  been  thus  produced?  Is 
k  not  thus  plaii^y  to  be  foreseen  what  must  be  the  result 
of  an  attempt  to  control  or  subdue  one  of  these  States  by 
military  power? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  willing  to  concede  to  our  ad- 
versaries all  the  advantage  in  the  argument,  by  the  possi- 
bility which  they  allege,  that  Carolina  may  not  repeal  her 
•rdinance.  «•  What,  then,"  say  the  gentlemen,  "  are  not 
the  laws  to  be  enforced?"  To  this  1  answer,  that  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Judiciary  Committee,  together  with  the 
laws  already  enacted,  will  enable  the  civil  authorities  to 
make  the  effort.  And  even  if  it  were  certain  that  they 
would  fail,  it  is  better  that  the  President  should  be  re- 
•duced  to  the  necessity  of  convening  the  new  Congress  to 
devise  the  means  of  meeting  the  exigency,  than  to  pro- 
ceed now  to  violent  measures.  Even  though  the  Federal 
Government  has  the  power  to  crush  South  Carolina,  it 
would  be  magnanimous  to  forbear.  Be  kind  and  indul- 
gent to  her  waywardness{  give  her  no  cause  for  further 
provocation;  but  bring  her  back,  by  gentle  and  conciliat- 
ing means,  to  the  path  of  her  duty.  And  who  is  there 
that  would  not  prefer  a  triumph,  thus  peacefully  obtained, 
to  one  gained  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet? 

I  am  free  to  decUrc,  however,  that  even  if  these  means 
should  not  succeed,  and  there  were  no  modification  of  the 
fariff,  I  would  not,  either  now  or  hereafter,  resort  to  mi- 
litary force.  I  would  much  rather  present  to  a  State 
assuming  the  attitude  of  South  Carolina,  the  alternative 
of  submission  or  secession.  I  cannot  for  a  moment  tole- 
rate the  idea  of  subjecting  one  of  these  States  to  martial 
law^  of  governing  any  part  of  this  great  confederacy  as 
a  conquered  province.  There  is  something  abhorrent  to 
ray  feelings  in  the  suggestion  of  the  bare  possibility  that 
the  trial  by  jury  is  to  be  superseded  by  the  sword.  In  the 
first  inaugural  address  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  ablest  pro- 
duction that  ever  came  from  his  pen,  (the  Declaration  of 
Independence  alvvays  excepted,)  he  expresses  the  opi- 
nion that  **  ours  is  the  strongest  Government  on  earth." 
And  why?  *•  Because,"  says  he,  **  it  is  the  only  Govern- 
ment where,  at  the  call  of  the  law,  every  man  will  fly  to 
the  sUndard  of  the  law."  Yes,  sir,  here  is  your  reliance 
for  the  execution  of  your  laws — it  is  otiyour  people;  and 
to  make  this  reliance  sure,  your  laws  must  be  so  framed, 
and  so  administered,  as  to  obtain  for  the  Government  their 
aiTection  and  confidence. 

I'hese  are  the  sentiments,  substantially,  expressed  in  an 
extract  which  1  liad  occasion  a  short  time  since  to  read  to 
the  House,  from  a  speech  of  the  late  distinjFuisbed  Mr. 
Bayard.  I  have  now  to  ask  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  another  extract  from  the  same  speech.  It  wUI  require 
no  remark  from  me  to  point  out  its  application  to  the  pre- 
sent crisis:  indeed,  it  is  so  very  appropriate,  that  I  have 
procured  the  printed  volume  which  contains  it,  lest,  if  I 
should  quote  from  memory,  I  might  subject  myself  to 
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the  suspicion  of  forgery.     I  will  read  but  a  single  sen- 
tence: 

<*  Your  Government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  people;  it 
has  no  force  but  what  it  derives  from  them;  and  your 
enfoi*cing  laws  [mark  the  expression]  are  dead  letters, 
when  they  have  ever  been  driven  to  resist  your  measures. " 

Sir,  1  would  that  gentlemen  may  hear  and  receive  this 
as  a  voice  from  the  tomb  of  the  illustrious  dead. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  an  argument  to  urge  against 
the  main  provisions  of  this  bill,  which  addresses  itself  par- 
ticularly to  those  gentlemen  who  believe  in  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  the  protective  system.  This  bill  is  intended 
to  provide  for  the  execution  of  the  existing  tariff  laws, 
whether  the  proposed  modification  takes  place  or  not; 
which  laws  have  been  declared  by  nearly  all  the  Southern 
States  to  be  unconstitutional.  This  I  understood  my  col- 
league [Vlr.  Watkk]  to  admit:  if  I  am  mistaken,  he  will 
correct  me. 

[Mr.  Wat 55  said  he  had  expressly  admitted  the  pro- 
tective system  to  be  unconstitutional.] 

I  am  glad  that  I  did  not  misapprehend  my  colleag^ie. 
But  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  conceive  how  wc  can  maintain 
that  the  tariff  laws  are  unconstitutional,  and  yet  provide 
the  means  for  enforcing  them.  We  are  bound  by  our 
oaths,  and  by  the  most  sacred  of  duties,  to  support  the 
constitution;  and  yet  we  contribute  our  aid  in  passing 
laws  to  violate  it.  We  are  told,  however,  that  these  tariff 
laws  having  been  passed  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
constitution,  we  are  bound  to  provide  the  means  of  en- 
forcing them .  Sir,  1  am  too  little  of  a  political  casuist  to 
lecture  on  the  morality  of  these  principles.  This  subject 
[  shall  leave  to  gentlemen  who  are  not  only  more  able, 
but  more  disposed  to  discuss  it.  For  myself  I  cannot  feel 
these  constitutional  or  moral  obligations  prompting  me  to 
aid  in  the  execution  of  unconstitutional  laws.  I  am  aware, 
sir,  that  a  Southern  man  acknowledging  these  obligations, 
and  acting  accordingly,  will  receive  the  commendation 
and  applause  of  those  who  are  interested.  If,  under  the 
influence  of  these  principles,  we  should  aid  our  tariff 
brethren  in  carrying  their  protective  laws  into  execution, 
they  would,  in  turn,  compliment  us  upon  our  generosity 
and  liberal  views.  They  might  well  do  so;  these  compli- 
mentary speeches,  like  all  others,  cost  nothing;  whatever 
profit  is  made  by  them,  therefore,  is  clear  gain.  There 
is  no  safer  investment  than  that  of  compliments;  for  tliers 
is  no  capital  required,  and  there  is  no  hazai'd,  except  that 
of  losing  a  character  for  sincerity;  a  very  trivial  conside- 
ration, when  compared  with  the  profits  of  the^  specula- 
tion. I  hope  1  shall  not  be  considered  as  exhibiting  any 
thing  like  indifference  to  the  good  opinions  of  my  politi- 
cal adversaries.  Far  from  it.  No  man  appreciates  more 
highly,  or  reciprocates  more  cordially,  their  feelings  of 
kindness  and  personal  esteem;  but  I  should  be  unworthy 
of  those  feelings  if  1  were  capable  of  bartering  away  my 
principles  and  the  interests  oi  my  constituents,  to  conci- 
liate them. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  consideration  of  that 
part  of  the  bill  before  you,  which  provides  for  removing 
to  the  United  States  courts  any  suit  or  prosecution  com- 
menqed  in  a  State  court,  against  a  revenue  officer,  for  an 
act  done  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  as  prescribed  by 
law.  Thut  some  amendments  of  the  existing  laws,  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  are  necessary,  I  candidly  admit. 
Where  an  officer  is  sued  in  a  State  court,  for  an  act  re- 
quired by  a  law  of  the  United  States,  it  is  a  case  *' arising 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States^"  one  of  the  very  cases 
to  which  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  constitution,  extends.  The  exercise  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion, it  seems  to  me,  for  many  reasons,  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for;  and  that  provision  is  made  in  the  bill  reported 
to  this^  House  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  But 
ivhen  it  is  proposed  to  extend  this  provision  to  criminal 
prosecutions,  I  cannot  assent  to  it.    It  is  an  attempt  to 
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give  to  the  federul  judiciary  cogtiizance  of  crttniiutl  cases 
where  a  State  is  a  party,  for  which  there  is  no  warrant  in 
the  constitution.  Having,  on  two  former  occasions,  in  this 
House,  expressed  my  views  on  this  point,  I  shall  not  re- 
peat them  now,  but  content  myself  with  referring  gentle- 
men to  the  able  argument  of  Mr,  Madison,  in  the  Virginia 
report  of  1798,  and  to  the  explicit  exception  to  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power  in  the  ratincations  or  the  constitution 
by  the  conventions  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island.  I 
should,  indeed,  exhibit  a  specimen  of  singular  inconsisten- 
cy, to  vote  for  this  provision,  after  having  so  repeatedly 
denounced  the  exercise  of  the  power  by  the  federal  tri- 
bunals as  unauthorized  $  and  1  should  be  recording,  at 
the  same  time,  a  most  serere  sentence  against  the  public 
authorities  of  tiie  State  of  Georgia,  who  have  not  only  ex- 
pressly denoanced  the  power,  but  openly  refused  sub- 
mission to  it.  Sir,  were  1  now  to  concede  this  jurisdiction 
to  the  federal  courts,  I  should  expect  the  ghost  of  the  ill- 
fated  Tassels  to  haimt  the  dreams  of  the  midnipfht  hour, 
aiul  to  hear  his  **  blood  crying  from  the  ground"  against 
tlie  people  of  my  State. 

I  have  much  more  to  say  on  this  important  subject,  Mr. 
Speaker,  but  at  this  late  hour,  after  the  polite  and  atten- 
tive hearing  with  which  I  have  been  honored,  I  cannot  so 
much  abuse  the  patience  of  the  House  as  to  trespass 
much  longer  upon  it.  I  was  particularly  desirous  of  ad- 
verting to  those  laws  which  my  colleague  [Mr.  Watkk] 
referred  to  as  precedents  for  this  bill;  but  a  slight  notice 
of  the  most  prominent  of  them  must  suffice.  Sir,  it  is  not 
the  least  of  the  alarming  considerations  which  attend  the 
introduction  and  advocacy  of  this  bill,  that  the  defence  of 
its  most  objectionable  parts  is  founded  on  precedent.  My 
colleague  tells  us  that  the  provision  for  clothing  the  Pre- 
sident with  the  whole  land  and  naval  power  of  the  Union, 
is  borrowed  from  a  law  passed  in  the  *<  democratic  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Jefferson.''  But  does  my  colleague 
see  no  difference  between  measures  for  national  defence 
against  foreign  Powers,  and  those  for  internal  govern- 
ment? 'file  law  to  which  he  alludes  was  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  embargo,  which,  if  not  itself  a 
war  measure,  was  of  a  defensive  character,  and  intended 
to  operate  upon  England  and  France,  both  of  which  had 
committed  serious  depredations  on  our  commerce.  And  is 
it  not  matter  for  history,  that  the  discontents  of  the  East- 
ern people  at  these  restrictive  measures  were  such,  that 
Mr.  Jefferson  himself  yielded  to  their  repeal?  And  yet 
this  is  the  precedent  which  we  are  to  adopt  in  confiding 
to  the  President  powers  to  be  exerted  in  a  controversy 
between  the  Federal  Government  and  one  of  tlie  States 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  repeat  that  this  is  the  very  circum- 
stance which  gives  me  the  deepest  concern.  By  this  act 
you  establish  some  most  alarming  principles,  and  it  is  to 
be  a  standing  precedent  upon  your  statute  book.  Some 
gentlemen  are  the  more  willing  to  confer  these  powers, 
on  account  of  their  confidence  in  the  individual  who  is  to 
exercise  them.  Now,  I  am  quite  i:ure  that  I  have  as 
much  confidence  in  General  Jackson  as  I  shall  have  in  any 
one  who  may  succeed  him;  nor  do  1  apprehend  any  dan- 
ger to  the  country  from  the  exercise  of  these  extraordi- 
nary powers  by  him;  I  do  not  believe  there  will  be  any 
necessity  fur  his  executing  them  at  all;  but  they  are  pow- 
ers which  I  would  vest  in  no  man  living.  There  is  not  a 
worse  rule  in  legislation  than  that  of  framing  laws  with  an 
eye  to  the  individual  by  whom  they  are  to  be  executed. 
It  were  always  better  to  frame  them  under  the  idea  that 
tlier  were  to  be  administereil  by  officers  who  would  abuse 
their  powers  if  they  could.  Leave  as  little  to  official 
discfetion  as  possible.  Who  does  not  perceive  the  dan- 
^r  to  which  the  country  and  its  liberties  might  be  ex- 
posed under  tlie  administration  of  some  daring  and  ambi- 
tious tjfvni,  ctoSied  with  the  authority  conferred  by  this 
bill?  And  should  such  a  one  unfortunately  reach  the 
executive  chair,  and  desire  this  authority,  he  will  only 


have  to  recur  to  **  the  democratic  administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,'^  and  *'  the  democratic  administration"  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  there  are  precedents  for  as  much  power 
as  he  can  wish. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  earliest  affections  were  to  the  union 
of  these  States,  and  my  latest  aspirations  shall  be  for  its 
continuance,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  present  form 
of  Goremment,  to  be  administered  in  the  spirit  and  on 
the  principles  which  gave  birth  to  botli.  It  is,  therefore, 
that  I  look  with  watchful  jealousy  on  any  measure  calcn- 
lated  to  change  its  character.  Such  is  the  feeling  witfi 
which  I  regard  the  bill  you  are  about  to  pass.  Its  ten- 
dency is  to  a  military  despotism  ;'and  improbable  as  it  may 
seem  to  many,  this  may  be  its  ultimate  termination r 
Should  this  be  the  melancholy  result,  I  call  this  House  to 
witness  that,  at  the  first  step  on  this  downward  march^  I 
have  not  failed  to  raise  a  warning  voice  against  it. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  of  Kentucky,  next  addressed  the  House^ 
He  said  that  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him,  altliougli  the 
session  was  so  far  advanced,  and  so  much  public  and  private 
business  remained  yet  to  be  transacted,  to  express  to  the 
House  his  opinion  of  this  bill.  It  involved  the  very  princi- 
ples of  liberty  and  of  the  federal  constitution;  and,  if  pass- 
ed, it  would,  in  his  judgment,  destroy  both.  It  makes  war 
and  carnage  the  only  means  of  their  support,  and  shows  our 
Government  as  a  Government  to  be  sustained  only  by  the 
sword.  Disguise  it  as  you  may  by  terms,  it  is  a  war  measure. 
It  has  a  tendency  to  the  most  unnatural  of  all  wars — a  civil 
war;  and  it  partakes,  in  no  degree,  of  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  and  of  the  age  of  civifization  in  which  we  five. 
It  will  be  a  war  not  to  be  prosecuted  against  a  foreign  Ibe; 
not  to  be  prosecuted  against  the  enemies  of  our  countr)', 
but  against  one  of  the  confederated  members  of  this  com- 
munity. It  would  be  the  war  of  a  proud  and  haughty 
son,  who  has  grown  strong  and  powerful  by  tlie  nurture 
and  protection  of  his  parents,  against  tliose  parents;  and» 
if  entered  into,  it  must  necessarily  be  conducted  with 
savage  barbarity.  This  was  the  position  in  which  the  Fe- 
deral Government  would  be  placed,  should  this  act  be- 
come a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  Contemplate,  said 
Mr.  D.,  the  picture  of  its  probable  results.  Our  rivers 
may  be  made  to  fiow  with  the  blood  of  our  countr}'men; 
our  fields  may  be  ravaged,  and  our  homes  desolated;  innu- 
merable widows  and  orplians  may  have  to  weep  the  loss 
of  husbands  and  of  fathers,  and  the  patriot  to  deplore 
the  change  of  this  happy  nation,  now  the  chosen  abode 
of  peace  and  Kberty,  mto  a  military  despotism,  when  the 
will  of  one  man  shall  subvert  all  liberty  ami  control  all 
law.  This  bill,  he  conscientiously  thought,  would  be  a 
disgrace  to  the  statute  book;  its  equal  was  not  to  be  found 
in  the  enactments  of  otir  nation.  Its  necessary  effect 
would  be  to  break  down  the  judiciary,  and  concentrate 
and  consolidate  all  power,  as  well  civil  as  militar}',  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  D.  observed,  in  ctmtinuation,  that,  to  sliow  these 
apprehended  consequences  did  not  rest  on  mere  asser- 
tion, be  would  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  princi- 
ples of  this  bill  more  in  detail.  He  would  read  the  first 
section  of  it,  which  is  as  follows: 

«<  Be  it  etiaded  by  the  Senate  and  Ilouseof  liepreteniaiires 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That 
whenever,  by  reason  of  unlawful  obstructions,  combina- 
tions, or  assemblages  of  persons,  it  shall  become  imprac- 
ticable, in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  to  execute  the 
revenue  laws,  and  collect  the  duties  on  imports  in  the  or- 
dinary way,  in  any  collection  district,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  President  to  direct  that  the  custom-house 
for  such  district  be  established  and  kept  in  any  secure 
place  within  some  port  or  harbor  of  such  district,  either 
upon  land  or  on  board  any  vessel;  and,  in  that  case,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  resiile  at  such  place» 
and  there  to  detain  all  vessels  atul  cargoes  arriving  within 
the  said  district,  until  the  duties  implied  on  said  cargoes 
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by  law,  be  piud  in  cash,  deductinc^  interest  according  to 
existing  laws;  and  in  such  cases  it  shall  be  unlawful  to 
take  tlie  vessel  or  cargo  from  the  custody  of  the  proper 
officer  of  the  customs,  unless  by  process  from  some  court 
of  tlie  United  States;  and  in  case  of  any  attempt  other* 
wise  to  lake  such  vessel  or  cargo  by  any  force,  or  combi- 
nation, or  assemblage  of  persons  too  great  to  be  overcome 
by  tlie  officers  of  the  custom.^  it  sliall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  he  shall  have  empowered  for  that  purpose,  to  em- 
ploy such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  removal  of  such  vessel  or  cargo, 
and  protecting  the  oiRccrs  of  the  customs  in  retaining  the 
custody  thereof.** 

What,  Mr.  D.  asked,  was  to  be  the  comment  on  this 
extraordinary  bill?  The  first  section  authorises  the  Pre- 
sident to  seice,  without  any  previous  determination  by  a 
court  of  law,  the  property  of  citizens  or  strangers,  and 
to  withhold  it  at  his  pleasure  from  the  possession  of  its 
legal  owners.  It  does  more.  It  authorizes  him  to  call 
upon  citizens  to  bear  arms  in  support  of  such  seizure,  and 
to  place  them  under  the  orders  of  whomsoever  he  may 
place  in  command  over  them.  Even  more;  it  enables 
«im  to  call  ovt  ttc  whole  armed  force  of  the  community, 
and  to  keep  the  militia  of  the  United  States  in  the  field, 
at  his  option,  for  eighteen  months;  thus,  in  fact,  convert- 
ing the  whole  country  into  one  general  camp.  It  could 
scarcely  be  supposed  possible  that  this  dicUtorial  provi- 
sion extended  further  than  he  had  stated;  but  they  do  go 
furtlier  still.  The  power  is  given  to  the  President  of 
transferring  this  authority  to  any  person  he  pleases,  and 
to  warrant  any  single  individual  to  call  out  the  troops,  and 
order  them  to  use  the  bayonet  This  is  the  exercise  of  a 
high  soverei|^n  power,  and  ought  to  be  c6nlided  to  the 
hands  of  no  individual.  It  properly  belongs  to  the  peo- 
ple and  their  representatives;  and  when  authorized  to  be 
exercised  by  a  single  individual,  it  endangers,  and  is,  in 
fact,  a  subversion  of,  the  principles  of  our  Government. 
It  is  a  power  utterly  unknown  in  all  countries  possessing 
even  the  semblance  of  liberty.  The  Autocrat  of  all  the 
Russias  possesses  no  greater  power.  And  even  in  Prussia, 
which  is  purely  a  military  monarchy,  without  any  preten- 
sions to  government  by  a  representative  body,  the  King 
could  not,  with  safety,  exercise  the  authority  of  delegat- 
ing such  a  power  to  an  individual.  It  is  a  dangerous 
power,  not  only  to  a  Government  and  a  constitution,  but 
also  to  its  possessor;  for  the  very  sword  which  he  who 

Possesses  this  power  places  in  the  hands  of  others,  may 
e  wielded  against  himself.  Ours  is  not  a  Government  of 
force,  but  a  Government  of  laws,  founded  and  depending 
for  its  existence  upon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
people,  to  be  sustained  by  reason,  moderation,  and  the 
principles  of  compromise  on  all  discordant  points.  It  is 
not  for  freemen  to  be  governed  by  coercion;  and  herein 
consists  the  distinction  between  freemen  and  slaves. 
Whenever  it  may  be  thought  necessary  to  govern  the 
members  of  this  confederacy  by  force,  the  Government, 
as  intended  for  the  United  States  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  is  at  an  end;  for  the  very  act  of  the  employ- 
ment of  force  destroys  and  annihilates  the  Government, 
and  must  inevitably  produce  disunion. 

Prudent  men  do  not  act  from  the  impulse  of  the  mo- 
tnent—they  reflect;  or,  whether  prudent  or  imprudent, 
they  ought  to  reflect  on  the  probable  consequences  of 
their  actions.  How  much  more  requisite  is  this  prudent 
reflection  on  the  part  of  statesmen  and  legislators,  in 
whose  hands  the  mighty  interests  of  a  great  community 
are  reposed.  Mr.  D.  besought  them  to  look  to  the  con- 
sequences; even  supposing  this  bill  would  answer  the  ef- 
fect of  putting  down  those  who  contend  that  the  laws  in 
respect  to  the  tariff  are  unconstitutional.  Suppose,  said 
he,  that  you  conquer  South  Carolina,  and  she  becomes  a 
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subjugated  province,  governed  by  a  proconsul,  she  ia 
vanquished,  you  say,  and  she  must  submit;  but  the  sub- 
mission of  the  vanquished  to  the  victor  is  reluctant,  ami 
in  all  ages  has  been  of  no  long  duration.  You  employ  a 
standing  army  to  restrain  her  unwillingness  to  bear  the 
yoke,  and  to  exact  compulsory  obedience  to  your  laws* 
This,  you  will  admit,  will  be  necessary  in  the  first  instance, 
or  you  would  never  consent  to  pass  a  bill  providing  for  the 
employment  of  an  armed  force,  and  for  the  removal  of  the 
customhouses  from  their  usual  sites,and  the  location  of  them 
under  the  guns  of  your  ships  of  war  and  your  forts.  But* 
he  would  ask  if  tliis  alleged  neceasitv  would  not,  of  it- 
self, form  a  dangerous  pretext,  under  the  arguments  of  the 
supporters  of  the  bill,  for  the  continuance  of  an  armed  es- 
tablishment. Standing  armies  have  heretofore  invariably 
been  the  ruin  of  every  country  possessing  a  particle  of  free- 
dom. Too  much  enlightenment  pervades  tl^e  present 
generationv  to  permit  a  similar  effect  with  us;  but  it  would 
be  well  to  bear  in  mind,  that  one  of  the  main  causes  of 
the  overthrow  of  the  administraijoii  in  this  country,  at  the 
close  of  the  last  century,  was  the  predilection  of  the 
elder  President  Adams  for  a  strengthening  of  the  ener- 
gies of  tliis  Government  by  an  increase  of  the  army  and 
navy.  The  lessons  of  those  days  are  before  our  eyes 
now;  and  let  those  whom  it  may  concern  profit  by  them. 
A  standing  army,  and  the  power  to  call  a  standing  army 
into  existence,  are  one  and  the  same.  Mr.  D.  said  he 
could  go  nnore  at  lengtli  into  this  point  of  the  subject,  and 
he  perhaps  ought  to  do  so.  Not  that  he  supposed  that 
the  langiiagpe  which  he  was  using,  and  the  reasons  which 
he  urged,  would  produce  instantaneous  conviction  to  their 
judgments.  Indeed,  the  present  measure  lie  considered 
to  be  a  matter  not  only  of  reason  and  judgment,  but  of 
feeling  also;  and  he  was  sure  that  a  statement  of  the  plain 
facts,  as  connected  with  this  bill,  would  form  the  best 
appeal  to  the  sound  sense  of  their  constituents.  The 
people  of  the  respective  States,  those  whom  they  repre- 
sented there,  would  judg^  for  themselves,  and  tneir 
judgment  would  be  pronounced.  Nevertheless,  so  so- 
lemn is  the  occasion,  said  he,  that  I  cannot,  even  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  forbear  from  trespassing  a  little 
further  on  your  time.  I  owe  a  duty  to  my  country  and 
to  myself,  which  requires  from  me  a  full  expression  of  my 
views,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  give  it,  a  development, 
a  full  development  of  the  character  of  this  bill. 

There  were  so  many  objectionable  points  in  it,  that  he 
might  possibly  omit  the  notice  of  some.  Rut  there  is  one 
which  IS  of  too  much  importance,  which  is  pregnant  with 
such  ^ve  results,  that  no  man  in  the  United  States  ouglit 
to  be  Ignorant  of  it.  The  bill  gives  to  the  Pi-esident  the 
power  not  only  of  the  sword,  but  of  the  purse.  He  re- 
peated what  he  could  wish  might  ring  in  the  ears  of  all 
his  fellow-citizens  throughout  the  wide  expanse  of  these 
United  States,  that  the  bill  gives  the  power  of  the  sword 
and  the  purse  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  about  to  observe  that  the  purse  and  the  sword  sway 
the  destinies  of  nations;  but  he  would  stop  himself;  the 
destinies  of  nations  are  in  the  hands  of  a  gracious  and  an 
overruling  Providence.  Yet  he  might  say,  with  proprie- 
ty, that  few  nations  have  been  found  with  virtue  and  for- 
titude enough  to  resist  the  controlling,  enervatinp;',  and 
corrupting  influence  of  money  and  power.  May  this  land 
be  a  single  and  a  signal  exception  to  the  rule  which  the 
experience  of  all  history  has  almost  made  a  general  one! 

What  was  said  by  one  of  the  most  exalted  men  of  anti- 
quity, exalted  not  merely  on  account  of  great  public  ser- 
vices, and  a  long  life  devoted  to  his  country,  but  on 
account  of  civil  as  well  as  military  affiiirs?  He  said  that, 
g^ve  him  soldiers,  he  would  get  money,  and  give  him  mo- 
ney, he  would  procure  soldiers.  Caesar,  with  the  legions 
of  Gauls,  destroyed  the  small  portion  of  liberty  which 
had  been  left  to  Home. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which,  as  lovers  of 
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their  country,  and  as  the  persons  to  whom,  in  so  brg^e  r 
degree,  its  interests  are  entrusted,  the  members  of  this 
House  ought  to  regard  the  question  before  them.  A 
doubt  might  be  raised  in  refattion  to  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance  as  regards  not  only  our  immediate  interests  as 
a  commercial  people,  but  the  attitude  in  which  circum- 
stances may  place  the  United  States  in  regard  to  our  fo- 
reign relations.  We  hold  a  conspicuous  and  a  dignified 
rank  among  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world,  and  it  is  a 
subject  of  deep  consideration  whether  some  of  tiie  Pow- 
ers with  whom  we  have  entered  into  commercial  treaties, 
stipulating  for  reciprocal  advantage,  may  not  deem  a  pro- 
hibition of  intercourse  with  even  a  single  port  of  our 
country,  an  infraction  of  existing  treaties.  Suppose,  for 
instance,  the  port  of  Charleston  should  be  invested  by  a 
blockading  squadron;  and  Mr.  D.  supposed  the  army  and 
nivy  were  not  to  be  pu/t  in  requisition  by  the  bill,  unless 
there  was  an  intention  to  employ  them;  suppose,  he  said, 
that  the  harbor  is  hermetically  sealed  against  the  approach 
of  domestic  or  foreign  vessels,  and  tint  a  foreign  vessel 
fthall  arrive  and  be  seized  and  detained  by  one  of  those 
floating  custom-houses;  the  cargo,  perhaps,  wholly  or  in 
part,  of  perishable  commodities;  whether  or  not,  would 
there  not,  even  for  the  detention  and  delay,  be  an  ostensi- 
ble cause  of  a  claim  for  compensation?  And  were  they 
not  aware  that  foreign  Powers  would  gladly  seize  any  oc- 
casion, and  use  any  plausible  pretexts,  for  fomenting  our 
own  unhappy  dissensions.^  Would  any  gentleman  in  that 
House  rise  and  sa^  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  dis- 
memberment of  til  IS  Union  would  afford  pleasure  to  every 
crowned  head  in  Europe.^  No  one  could  do  so.  All  were 
aware  that  the  monarchies  of  the  old  worhl  had  always 
looked  with  an  eye  of  jealousy  upon  the  rising  prosperity 
of  the  United  Slates;  and  now  that  that  prosperity  had 
ripened  into  greatness  and  glory,  there  was  not  one  of 
them  who  would  not,  by  intrigue,  by  money,  or,  if  re- 
quisite, by  force,  become  an  auxiliary  in  any  desi^  to 
extinguish  that  beacon  of  liberty  which  had  been  justly 
described  as  the  fire  at  which  is  kindled  the  hopes  of  the 
world.  I'he  existence  of  the  United  States  as  a  free  re- 
public is  a  living  reproach  to  despots  and  despotism;  and 
our  destruction,  and,  above  all,  our  self-destruction,  would 
fill  up  the  cup  of  their  joy.  Ought  not  the  members 
of  that  House,  then,  to  pause  and  to  take  a  moment's 
thought  on  the  mere  posstbiliW  of  adding  to  the  horrors 
of  intestine  commotion  that  of*^  foreign  war.^ — war  in  our 
very  bosom,  and  war  abroad? 

He  begged  in  this  to  be  understood  as  by  no  means  ad- 
mitting the  right  of  foreign  nations  to  interfere  with  our 
own  internal  affairs;  and  neither  could  he  bring  himself 
to  suppose  that  such  interference  must  necessarily  ac- 
cnie,  but  he  was  contemplating  its  mere  possibility.  The 
idea  of  coercing  a  sovereign  State  into  obedience  never 
entered  the  heads  of  those  sages  and  patriots  who  framed 
the  constitution,  and  the  proposition  can  only  be  main- 
tained on  the  roost  absurd  notions  of  the  theory  of  our 
Government.  It  was  proposed  in  the  convention,  in  va- 
rious shapes,  to  give  to  the  General  Government  the 
direct  power  to  use  force  in  order  to  compel  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  States  in  the  enactments  or  the  Govern- 
ment. The  proposition  was  ejected.  Some  of  the  most 
prominent  among  the  great  and  distinguished  men  who 
sat  in  that  convention,  and  even  those  who  were  in  favor 
of  a  much  stronger  Government  than  the  people  felt  dis- 
posed to  have,  to  instance  one  of  them.  General  Hamil- 
ton himself,  expressly  disclaimed  such  an  idea. 

In  his  speech  in  the  New  York  convention,  when  ad- 
verting to  the  requisitions  made  on  the  States  by  the  old 
Congress,  under  the  articles  of  confederation.  General 
Hamilton  said: 

«« If  you  make  requisitionp,  and  they  are  not  complied 
with,  what  is  to  be  done?  As  it  has  been  well  observed, 
to  coerce  the  States  has  been  one  of  the  maddest  projects 


ever  devised.  A  failure  of  eompfiance  wiY!  never  be  eotr- 
fined  to  a  single  State.  This  being  the  case,  can  we  sup- 
pose  it  wise  to  hazard  a  civil  war^  Suppose  Massachu- 
setts or  any  large  ^tate  should  refuse,  and  Congress 
should  attempt  to  compel  them,  would  they  not  have  in^ 
fluence  to  procure  assistance,  especially  from  those  States 
who  are  in  the  same  situation  with  themselves?  What 
picture  does  this  idea  present  to  our  view  f  A  complying 
State  at  war  with  a  non-complying  State.  Congress 
marching  the  troops  of  one  State  into  the  bosom  of  ano- 
ther. This  State  collecting  auxiliaries,  end  forming, 
perhaps,  a  majority  against  its  federal  head.  Here  is  a 
nation  at  war  with  itself.  Can  any  reasonable  man  be 
well  disposed  towards  a  Government  which  makes  war 
and  carnage  the  only  means  of  supporting  it«elf — a  Go- 
vernment which  can  only  exist  by  the  sword  ^  Every 
such  war  must  involve  the  innocent  with  the  ^ilty.  This 
single  consideration  should  be  sufficient  to  dispose  every 
peaceable  citizen  against  such  a  Government.'* 

Mr.  D.  said  it  would  be  perceived,  from  this  extract, 
that  the  evil  intended  to  be  remedied  by  this  alteration  of 
the  articles  of  the  old  confederation,  was  the  necessity 
which  would  exist  under  them  of  operating  upon  the 
States  as  communities,  and  of  effecting  a  change  in  this 
respect,  by  providing  that  the  people  should  be  operated 
on  individually,  and  not  the  sovereign  States.  Under 
the  frame  of  Government  as  it  then  existed  by  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  no  instance  could  be  cited  of  a  re- 
sort to  force.  Tlie  sagacious  prudence  of  o«r  fathers 
who  achieved  our  independence,  Ted  them  to  foresee  that 
such  a  course  would  lead  to  collision,  and,  thereby,  to  a 
disturbance  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  countr}*^ 
and,  finally,  to  an  overthrow  of  that  liberty  for  which 
they  had  struggled,  and  suffered,  and  bled.  It  was  there- 
fore that  the  idea  of  force  was  always  dtseotintenaneed, 
although  many  occasions  had  been  presented  for  its  ex- 
ercise. This  was  equally  wise  and  just.  Had  they 
resorted  to  force,  how  easy  would  it  have  been  for  the 
mother  country  to  have  interfered,  and  to  have  again  de- 
luged the  colonies  with  blood. 

There  must  always  be  a  great  degree  of  danger  in  a 
conflict  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  with  the 
separate  action  of  a  State  Government,  as  such;  because 
the  latter,  as  such,  possesses  the  power,  the  means,  and 
the  right  of  employing  a  physical  force  in  support  of 
what  her  citizens  deem  to  be  the  proper  exercise  of  the 
rights  which  have  been  reserved  to  the  States.^  Ifo  indi- 
vidual citizen  of  a  State  possesses  either  the  right  or  the 
power  to  do  this,  and  hence  an  individual  can  be  acted 
upon  through  the  civil  tribunals  in  a  peaceable  manner, 
and  without  disturbance  to  the  community.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  proximate  and  immediate  cause  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  bv  the  States  in  convention, 
and  its  subsequent  ratification  by  the  States  respectively, 
was  the  apprehension,  entertained  on  this  very  ground, 
of  collisions  which  might  shake  the  stability  of  the  Union,' 
and  endanger  its  permanence.  The  constitution  was 
adopted  for  this  purpose,  and  was  more  an  invigoration 
of  the  articles  of  confederation,  than  of  extension  of  po- 
litical power  to  the  Federal  Government. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  would  now  turn  to  another  branch  of 
this  subject,  which  was  eminently  entitled  to  their  atten- 
tion.    It  had  been  advanced  by  the  friends  of  this  bill, 
that  it  conferred  on  the  President  the  same  powers  as  the 
acts  of  the  28lh  February,  179.5,  and  of  March  5,  1807, 
which  authorized  him  to  call  out  the  militia  in  cases  of  in- 
vasion or  insurrection.     The  provision  in  the  act  of  1795 
runs  in  these  words:  •*  Whenever  ihe  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed 
in  any  State,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings, 
then,  &c.,"  the  President  is  empowered  to  call  for  the 
militia.     By  the  act  of  March  3,  1807,  tlie  President  is 
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authorized  to  call  forth  the  army  and  navy,  in  addition  to 
the  militia,  but  in  that  law,  as  in  the  other,  it  was  provided 
that  <<aU  the  prerequisites  of  the  law  in  that  respect" 
must  have  been  previously  observed.  This  act  was  mere- 
ly supplementary  to  the  former  one.  Tlie  courts  had 
first  to  act,  and,  if  unable  to  enforce  the  authority  invest- 
ed in  them  by  the  laws,  then  the  militia  and  the  army  and 
navy  were  to  be  called  in;  but  still,  in  all  their  actions, 
they  were  to  be  subordinate  to  the  civil  authorities. 
These  two  acts  of  Congress  were  still  in  full  force  and 
effect;  and  yet  the  House  has  been  told  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wative,]  that  the  present  bill  is 
founded  upon  them,  and  that  they  form  the  precedents 
for  its  adoption  by  Congress.  Why,  surely,  said  Mr.  D.» 
if  the  laws  alluded  to  are  the  precedents  spoken  of,  and 
he  had  heard  of  none  other,  where  was  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  present  bill?  It  was  a  work  of  supererogation. 
But  he  must  ask  the  gentleman  what  sort  or  a  precedent 
is  that  which  extends  a  term  of  three  months  to  eighteen? 
The  former  bill  expressly  limits  the  term  of  service  of  the 
militia,  who  may  be  draughted,  to  three  months,  and  the 
present  one  authorizes  the  President  to  embody  the  mili- 
tia, as  a  standing  army,  for  eighteen  months.  Besides, 
let  it  be  understood  that  the  acts  of  1795  and  1807  ap- 
ply only  to  cases  of  insurrection  in  a  State,  and  not  to  the 
action  of  a  State  itself,  (which  can  best  judge  of  its  own 
rights,)  and  this  said  insurrection  alone  warrants,  or  can 
waiTant,  the  armed  interposition  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. In  the  whole  legislation  of  this  country,  there  is 
no  instance  of  Congress  having  dared  to  interfere  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  down  a  State,  when  the  State  was  op- 
posed to  the  measures  of  the  General  Government,  it 
was  not  even  attempted  in  the  cases  of  Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts,  Georgia,  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky.  I 
It  was  reserved  for  the  present  administration  to  urge 
forward  the  legislation  of  Congress  against  a  State  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  D.  said  it  might  not  be  amiss  here  to  advert  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Federsl  Government  on  these  occasions, 
and  to  contrast  it  with  the  proceedings  of  the  present 
Executive.  Was  the  conduct  of  former  Executives  in 
such  cases  violent,  rash,  denunciatory?  or  was  it  mild, 
conciliating,  and  placable?  First.  In  the  case  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  Executive  of  that  State  was  directed  by  an 
act  of  its  Legislature  to  call  out  the  militia  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  a  mandate  of  a  court  of  the  United  States. 
The  then  President,  instead  of  asking  Congress  to  clothe 
him  with  additional  powers;  instead  of  asking  for  the 
sword  and  the  purse;  instead  of  issuing  to  the  citizens  of 
that  State  a  harsh,  menacing,  and  insulting  proclamation, 
opened  a  friendly  and  amicable  correspondence  with  the 
Executive  of  the  State,  and,  by  the  influence  of  mildness 
and  reasun*  adjusted  the  point  at  issue  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  Thus  ended  a  dispute  which,  by  precipitance 
and  rashness,  might  have  kindled  the  flames  of  civil  war. 
With  respect  to  Massachusetts  during  the  late  war,  when 
every  exertion  was  necessary,  on  the  part  of  every  pa- 
triot, to  sustain  the  independence  of  the  country,  Massa- 
chusetts refused  to  supply  the  quota  of  militia  for  the 
public  defence.  This  aroused  a  feeling  of  independence 
in  every  heart.  What  was  the  course  pursued  in  rela- 
tion to  her?  No  military  parade  was  made  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  no  threats  were  used.  To  speak  next  of  Geor- 
gia, and  the  well  remembered  contest  between  that  State 
and  the  General  Government,  but  a  few  short  years  ago, 
during  the  late  administration,  when  the  laws  and  trea- 
ties of  the  United  States  were  violated  by  that  State. 
The  then  Executive  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  John 
Q.  Adams,  who  was  invested,  by  the  act  of  March  30, 
18o2,  with  the  military  power  to  remove  all  intruders 
upon  Indian  lands,  abstained  from  the  exercise  of  that 
power,  because  those  who  had  gone  upon  tlie  lands  in 
violation  of  the  act,  had  done  so  under  the  authority  of 


the  State.  And  in  submitting  to  Congress  his  views  on 
the  subject,  he  threw  out  a  threat  that  if  Georgia  per- 
sisted in  her  course,  he  might  be  called  upon,  by  the  higfi 
obligations  of  office,  to  enforce  the  law.  The  republican 
party  of  tliat  day  condemned  the  intimation  in  strong 
language;  and  the  following  remarks,  in  reference  to  it, 
were  used  by  a  distinguished  member  of  Congress  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivks.] 

••In  the  true  spirit  of  arrogated  power,  we  there  see 
him,  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and  when 
there  was  evenr  reason  to  expect  a  speedy  extinction  of 
all  grounds  of  controversy,  heedlessly  threatening  a  so- 
vereign State  of  the  Union  with  the  miliury  force  of  the 
nation,  of  which  he  is,  theoretically  at  least,  the  comman- 
der in  chief." 

Such  were  the  principles  then  condemned  by  those  who 
were  friendly  to  the  election  of  General  Jackson,  and 
such  are  the  doctrines  that  have  always  been  odious  to  the 
republican  party.  Whether  the  approval  of  these  prin- 
ciples by  General  Jackson  will  render  popular  that  which 
was  heretofore  odious,  remains  yet  to  be  seen.  They  are 
the  principles  once  reprobated  by  himself,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  which  he  was  first  elected  President.  He  refused 
to  execute  that  law  in  contravention  of  the  authority  of 
the  Stale  of  Georgia;  and  when  requested,  in  February, 
1831,  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes,  for  information 
as  to  whether  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  regulate  the 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace 
on  tlie  frontiers,  had  been  fully  complied  with,  and  that, 
if  not,  the  reasons  should  be  assigned  for  declining  to  en- 
force them,  he  replied: 

••The  Indians,  thus  situated,  cannot  be  regarded  in 
any  other  light  tiian  as  members  of  a  foreign  Government, 
or  of  that  of  a  State  within  whose  chartered  limits  they 
reside.  If  in  the  former,  the  ordinary  legislation  in  re- 
lation to  them  is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  which 
was  established  for  the  benefit  of  our  own,  not  of  a  foreign 
people.  If  in  the  latter,  then,  like  other  citizens  or  peo- 
ple resident  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  they  are  sub- 
ject to  their  jurisdiction  and  control.  To  maintain  a 
contrary  doctrine,  and  to  require  the  Executive  to  main- 
tain it  by  the  employment  of  military  force,  would  be  to 
place  in  his  hands  a  power  to  make  war  upon  tlie  rights 
of  the  States  and  the  liberties  of  the  country — a  power 
which  should  be  placed  in  the  liands  of  no  individual.'' 

This  position  was  contended  for  by  General  Jackson 
from  1801  up  to  the  year  1831 .  He  was  the  advocate  of 
those  doctrines,  and  the  principles  in  which  they  origi- 
nated; he  was  the  supporter  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
States  until  the  publication  of  an  angry  and  a  celebrated 
correspondence  between  him  and  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man, whose  elevated  character  it  was  the  desire  of  himself 
and  others  to  prostrate.  In  proof  of  this  assertion  as  to  the 
character  of  General  Jackson's  former  opinions,  Mr.  D. 
said  he  would  refer  to  a  letter  addressed  by  him  (General 
Jackson)  to  Dr.  William  Dickson,  of  the  date  of  1st  Sep- 
tember, 1801. 

•«  Dear  Sir:  Through  life  1  have  held  it  as  a  sacred  duly 
I  owed  to  my  country  and  myself,  never  to  give  my  suf- 
frage to  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  tiie  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  unless  1  was  convinced  tliat  his  political 
sentiments  were  congenial  with  those  he  represented,  and 
that  he  would  speak  and  do  the  will  of  his  constituents; 
and  being  now  informed  that  you  are  a  candidate  for  the 
honor  of  representing  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee in  the  representative  branch  of  the  Federal  Legis- 
lature— believing,  as  I  do,  that  any  citizen  who  does  obtain 
the  suffrages  of  the  freemen  of  I'ennessee,  must  be  a 
character,  the  composition  of  which  is  virtue,  talents,  and 
the  true  whig  principles  of  seventy-six;  in  short,  sir,  that 
he  must  be  a  republican,  and  in  politics,  like  Caesar's 
wife,  not  only  chaste  but  unsuspected. 

••The  ttto  first  component  parts  of  this  character  I 
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'knoxf  you  to  possess;  the  latter,  as  to  myself,  I  have  ever 
thought  you  did.  But,  sir,  the  public  mind  has  been 
lately  lea  to  believe  that  your  political  sentiments  are 
doubtful,  and  some  have  held  you  up  as  an  aristocrat. 
These  reasons  have  operated  with  me  to  call  upon  you  to 
answer  the  following  interrogatories: 

"  First,  are  you,  and  have  you  always  been,  an  ad- 
mirer of  the  true  whig  principles  of  *76? 

"  Have  you  always  been  an  admirer  of  State  authori- 

tiM? 

"  Are  you  now,  and  have  you  always  been,  an  admirer 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  friendly  to  its 
administration,  agreeably  to  the  true  literal  meaning  of 
the  instrument,  and  banishing  the  dangerous  doctrine  of 
implication? 

*'Have  you  always  been,  and  are  you  now,  opposed  to 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace? 

«  Are  you  now,  and  have  you  always  been,  inimical  to 
a  standing  naval  armament? 

**Are  you  now,  and  have  you  always  been,  opposed  to 
foreign  political  connexions? 

"  Are  you  now,  and  have  you  always  been,  opposed  to 
tlie  extension  of  the  Executive  patronage? 

*'IIave  you  always  been,  and  are  you  now,  an  advocate 
for  freedom  of  religion,  and  the  freedom  of  the  press? 

"  Are  you  now,  and  have  you  always  been,  friendly  to 
economy  in  the  public  disbursements,  and  an  enemy  to 
the  system  of  loans? 

**  And,  lastly,  are  you  a  real  republican  in  principle, 
and  will  you  be  a  republican  in  practice?" 

That  letter,  it  would  be  seen,  showed  that  he  was  then 
avowedly  opposed  to  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace; 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  State  authorities  and  State  rights; 
that  he  was  adverse  to  the  extension  of  Executive  patron- 
a^;  that  he  was  friendly  to  economy  in  the  disbursement 
oft  the  public  money;  that  he  was  an  advocate  for  the  free- 
dom of  religion  and  the  freedom  of  the  press;  that  he 
held  the  republican  doctrine  that  the  representative  was 
bound  by  the  will  of  his  constituents;  and  that  he  had  al- 
ways acted  with  the  republican  party.  These  principles 
recommended  him  to  the  favor  of  the  American  people; 
by  the  avowal  of  them  he  obtained  their  confidence  and 
support. 

In  connexion  with  the  agitated  question  in  which  Geor- 
gia was  a  party,  Mr.  D.  observed  that  it  was  well  known 
in  the  House  tJiatthe  President  was  in  favor  of  the  repeal 
of  the  35th  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  which  authorized 
the  right  of  appeal  from  tlie  superior  courts  of  the  States  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  and  this,  said  Mr. 
D.,  addressing  the  Chair,  you  yourself  well  know.  [Mr. 
PoLx,  of  Tennessee,  then  occupied  the  chair,  in  the  tem- 
porary absence  of  Mr.  Speaker  STBVBNBosr.]  All  the 
members  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  he  [Mr.  D.]  be- 
lieved, with  one  or  two  exceptions,  voted  for  the  repeal 
of  this  section.  Hut  there  were  many  more  con'obora- 
tive  proofs  of  the  President's  opinions  on  this  subject.  A 
distiii^^uishcd  Senator  from  the  very  State  of  which  the 
Chief  Magistrate  is  a  citizen,  expressed  the  following 
opinion  in  his  place  in  the  Senate  m  the  session  of  1830, 
in  the  course  of  the  great  debate  on  the  resolution  intro- 
duced  by  Mi*.  Foot,  of  Connecticut: 

"  What,  then,  is  to  be  done,  if  Congress  pass  an  act 
beyond  the  limits  of  its  constitutional  powers,  and  it  is 
found  to  operate  oppressively,  say  upon  Virginia?  I  name 
this  old  leading  champion  State  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
trating my  argument  more  clearly.  Shall  Virginia  sub- 
mit? No;  she  is  oppressed — unconstitutionally  oppressed. 
I'he  Genei*al  Government  has  declared,  in  all  its  departs 
ments,  that  the  act  is  binding.  The  I,egislature  of  Vir- 
ginia is  of  a  dllFcrent  opinion.  Has  she  no  right  to  say  to 
the  General  Government  we  did  not  give  up  this  power 
which  you  have  exercised?  May  she  not  say  it  is  an  au- 
thority you  have  usurped?     Such  language  has  been  held; 


it  was  done  by  Virginia  and  Kentucky  by  their  resolutions 
in  1798  and  1799,  and  it  produced  the  desired  effect. 
Those  who  had  exercised  unconstitutional  powers  were 
put  down,  and  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson  suc- 
ceeded. This  was  an  appeal  to  the  intelligence  and  pa- 
triotism of  the  nation  to  correct  the  evil  through  the 
medium  of  the  elective  franchise.  It  prevailed,  and  al- 
ways will  prevail,  unless  an  interest  exists  in  the  majority 
at  variance  with  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  minority. 
When  that  is  the  case,  it  may  happen  that  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice will  be  too  weak  to  produce  a  repeal  of  the  uncon- 
stitutional measure.  What  then?  Shall  Virginia  throw 
herself  out  of  tlie  Union  ?  No.  One  set  of  agents  em- 
ployed to  act  in  the  Federal  Government  have  asserted 
their  authority  and  jurisdiction  over  certain  subjects,  and 
they  insist  on  their  right  to  do  so.  Another,  acting  in  the 
States,  insist  that  the  agents  of  the  General  Ck>vernment 
have  transcended  their  authority,  engraAed  on  the  con- 
stitution provisions  not  originally  contained  in  it,  and  are 
exercising  the  reserved  powers  of  the  State.  It  becomes 
a  mere  dispute  among  agents;  the  employers,  tlie  mas- 
ters, the  real  sovereigns,  have  not  decidttl  it.  In  this 
state  of  things,  shall  Virginia  submit  to  be  despoiled  of 
her  sovereignty  ?  Sir,  she  will  not  by  tame  Bubmianon 
surrender  her  high  political  character  and  pre-eminence; 
rather  than  do  this,  her  Madisons  and  Monroes  would  for- 
get their  years,  and  mingle  ag^in  in  the  political  strife; 
her  Gileses  would  lay  aside  the  crutches  of  decrepitude; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Holiies]  would  again 
hear  the  keen  cutting  voice  of  the  Roanoke  orator,  divid- 
ing and  separating  even  unto  the  joints  and  marrow. 

**  If  I  am  to  understand  any  Senator  as  saying  that  a 
State  Legislature  can  nullify  and  make  void  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, so  far  as  to  prevent  its  operation  within  its  limits,  1 
dissent  from  him.  The  federal  constitution  was  not  re- 
ceived or  adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States:  the 
members  are  not  elected  for  such  high  purposes.  The 
ambition  of  a  few  aspiring  men  might  mislead  the  Legis- 
lature when  called  on  to  act  suddenly  and  unexpectedly. 
Let  the  injured  and  oppressed  State,  then,  assume  its 
highest  political  attitude — a  convention  in  the  State  for 
the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  this  great  fundamental 
law,  which  unites  and  binds  the  States  together,  has  been 
violated,  by  Congress  having  exercised  powers  reserved 
to  the  States,  and  not  delegated  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. If  a  false  clamor  has  been  raised,  this  measure 
will  put  it  down.  In  every  State  there  is  a  division  among 
poliiicians,  and  the  minority  are  only  waiting  for  an  op- 
portunity to  put  the  majority  in  the  wrong.  The  people 
being  called  on  to  act  in  this  solemn  manner,  will  put  the 
whole  intelligence  of  the  community  into  action.  The 
agfed,  the  wise,  the  experienced,  well  tried  friends  of  the 
country,  will  be  called  into  the  public  service.  Such  men 
will  not  lightly  pronounce  an  act  of  Congress  unconstitu- 
tional and  void;  but  should  they,  upon  full  consideration, 
so  declare,  how  will  the  question  then  stand?  If  the 
State  possesses  the  power  to  act  as  I  liave  shown,  tlie  ne- 
cessary consequence  is,  that  the  act  of  Congress  must 
cease  to  operate  in  the  State,  and  Congrress  must  ac- 
quiesce by  abandoning  the  power,  or  obtain  an  express 
grant  from  the  great  source  from  which  all  its  powers  are 
drawn.  The  General  Government  have  no  right  to  use 
force.  It  would  be  a  glaring  absurdity  to  suppose  that 
the  State  had  the  right  to  judge  of  the  conittitutionality  of 
an  act  of  the  General  Government,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  say  that  Cong^ss  had  the  right  to  enforce  a  submisaon 
to  the  act.  This  would  involve  a  palpable  contradic- 
tidn.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to  the  power 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  analogous  cases.  All  admit  that 
this  high  tribunal  has  the  right,  in  a  case  properly  before 
it,  and  within  its  jurisdiction,  to  declare  an  act  of  Con- 
gress unconstitutional,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  render  the 
act  inoperative,  not  only  in  one  State,  but  in  all.  In  this  case 
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Cong^as  is  ob)i^d  to  acquiesce,  and  abandon  the  power, 
or  obtain  an  express  grant  from  the  original  source, 
after  the  manner  already  stated.  No  force  can  be  applied 
to  give  effect  to  the  act  thus  declared  void  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,  or  to  compel  it  to  change  its  decision." 
Vide  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  February,  1830,   pa^s  7  and  8. 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  comment  upon  the  principles  em- 
braced in  thb  passage  of  Mr.  Gruitdt'b  speech,  and  ob- 
served that,  considerini?  the  friendly,  intimate,  and  confi- 
dential relations  subsisting  between  that  s:entleman  and 
the  President,  it  was  not  un£»ir  to  presame  that  they 
were  in  accordance  with  the  opinions  entertained  by  the 
latter,  as  manifested  in  his  letter  to  Dr.  Dickson,  and  in 
his  reply  to  the  Senate  in  answer  to  the  resolution  calling 
for  information  why  the  law  of  1802  had  not  been  exe- 
cuted, and  confirmed,  also,  by  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  him  in  relation  to  the  speech  of  a  distinguished  orator, 
statesman,  and  patriot  from  the  South,  who  does  not  now 
participate  in  the  councils  of  the  Federal  Legislature. 

The  House  would  understand  to  whom  and  to  what  he 
adverted  in  saying  this.  It  was  scarcely  necessary  fur 
him  to  name  Mr.  Uayicb,  of  South  Carolina.  The  speech 
of  tliat  distinguished  gentleman  on  the  debate  upon  Mr. 
Foot's  resolution,  contained  precisely  the  same  doctrines 
on  the  subject  of  State  rights  and  nullification  as  those 
comprehended  in  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  GauiioT.]  No  difference  existed  between 
them,  and  he  did  not  see  how  any  distinction  could  be 
drawn.  The  doctrines  advocated  by  Mr.  Hathr,  as  well 
aa  the  mode  in  which  they  were  advocated,  had,  at  that 
time,  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  as  ex- 
pressed in  direct  terms  in  a  letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Hatke. 
The  terms  employed  were  as  strong  as  language  can  af- 
ford. They  were  to  the  effect  that  the  speech  contained 
an  exposition  of  the  true  principles  of  republicanism,  and 
that  it  should  be  bound  up  and  placed  in  his  library  along 
with  the  works  of  I'homas  Jefferson. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  here  rose  in  bis  place,  and 
inquired  of  Mr.  Danixl  whether  he  had  a  personal  know- 
lecig^  of  the  President's  approval  of  those  principles,  and 
of  his  commendation  of  Mr.  Hatvx*s  speech. 

Before  Mr.  Dahiel  could  reply, 

Mr.  CAKSON,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  with  much  ear- 
nestness, and  said,  I,  from  my  personal  knowledge,  can 
declare  that  such  is  the  fact.  The  President  expressed 
lus  approbation  of  that  speech  to  me,  in  person. 

Mr.  Bkll  and  Mr.  Cahson  having  resumed  their  seats, 

Mr.  DANIEL  proceeded,  and  said,  what  he  knew  of 
the  President's  opinions  on  this  subject  was  from  docu- 
ments emanating  from  the  President's  own  pen;  from  the 
various  statements  of  gentlemen  whose  veracity  could  not 
be  impeached,  independent  of  a  host  of  corroborating 
circumstances. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  thcHC  nullifying  doctrines  of  South  Ca- 
rolina had  thus  received  the  sanction  and  advocacy,  not 
only  of  the  former  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Uatn  K,]  butof  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.GauiiDT.] 
They  were  approved  by  the  President  himself,  until,  in 
the  downward  path  of  his  administration,  he  had  thought 
it  fit  to  abandon  every  principle  which  had  brought  him 
into  power:  economy,  retrenchment.  State  rights — all 
that  had  formed  the  watchword  of  the  party;  all  had 
vanislied  into  tliin  air.  Their  substance,  at  least,  was 
g^ne,  and  all  that  remained  of  them  was  a  shadow.  The 
very  terms  had  become  a  by-word,  a  mockery;  and,  witti 
the  federalists,  a  reproach.  As  for  the  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  they  have  been  multiplied  in  a  degree 
£ir  exceeding  those  of  any  former  administration.  In- 
stead of  the  patronage  of  the  Government  having  been 
diminished,  there  has  been  a  rapid  increase  of  appoint- 
ments, at  Executive  discretion,  to  a  most  alarming  extent. 
So  much  may  be  said  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  professions 


so  loudly  and  so  often  made,  of  reform  and  retrenchment. 
In  relation  to  the  similar  professions  of  a  regard  for  State 
rights,  what  was  to  be  looked  for?  It  was  attemptetl  to 
reduce  the  States  of  tliis  Union  to  the  condition  of  mere 
petty  corporations,  dependent  upon,  and  holding  their 
charter  (if  he  might  so  express  himself)  at  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  General  Government.  The  proclamation 
of  the  President  has  placed  the  States  precisely  on  this 
footing;  the  doctrines  promulgated  through  the  medium 
of  that  unauthorized  paper,  would,  if  carried  into  prac- 
tice, deprive  the  States  of  every  reserved  right,  by  mak- 
ing the  Executive  the  sole  judge  and  arbiter  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  those  rights.  It  makes  tliis  Govern- 
ment a  consolidated  Government — the  focus  of  all  power; 
a  vortex  swallowing  up  every  principle  of  liberty  and 
sovereignty  which  it  was  the  intention  that  the  people,  in 
their  character  as  members  of  separate  communities, 
should  retain.  Their  liberty  and  sovereignty  were  in- 
herent rights.  It  denies  the  right  of  a  State  to  in- 
struct the  Senatora  by  whom  it  b  represented,  and  the 
immediate  constituents  of  a  member  of  this  House  to 
instruct  him  as  to  the  course  which  it  is  their  wish  should 
be  pursued  on  public  questions.  In  a  word,  by  divest- 
ing the  members  of  their  immediate  responsibility  to  their 
constituents,  it  destroys  the  representative  character  of 
our  Government. 

This  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  monstrous  doc- 
trine advanced  by  a  lute  administration,  a  doctrine  which 
excited  such  a  gfeneral  and  a  burning  indignation  in  the 
breasts  of  our  citizens,  that  the  representative  should  not 
be  **  palsied  by  the  will  of  his  constituents."  But  the 
change  in  the  creed  of  this  administration  is  nut  more 
marked,  striking,  and  sudden,  than  as  evinced  in  the 
doctrine  laid  down  and  advocated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Wathb.]  He  said  that  the  principle  of 
nullification  was  a  mere  metaphysical  abstraction;  but  he 
[Mr.  D.]  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  one  whit  more  so  than 
the  novel  and  ultra-federal  doctrine  broached  by  that 
gentleman — that  the  Government  was  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple in  their  aggreg^ate  character,  and  witliout  any  refer- 
ence to  their  political  being  as  members  of  separate  and 
independent  communities.  The  chain  of  reasoning,  by 
which  that  conclusion  had  been  arrived  at  by  him,  [Mr. 
W.]  appeared  to  be  blown  away  by  the  very  breath  with 
which  his  words  were  uttered.  How  could  he,  who  had 
supported  the  course  of  Georgia,  with  respect  to  her  nul- 
lifying legislation,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  laws  and  trea- 
ties of  the  United  SUtes,  how  could  he  contend  that  this 
is  a  Government  formeil  by  the  people  in  their  aggregate 
character?  Did  he  not  perceive  that  this  very  position 
condemned  his  own  State,  and  proved  his  own  incon- 
sistency? For,  if  the  Government  was  formed  by  the 
people  as  one  whole,  what  authority  had  the  State,  even 
m  its  high  sovercij^u  capacity,  to  disregard  treaties  and 
an  act  of  Congress?  Was  the  gentleman  not  aware  that 
the  principles  of  this  bill  would  enable  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians to  recover  and  resume  the  possession  of  the  land 
which  Georgia  bad  taken  from  them,  and  parcelltrd  out 
among  her  citizens,  by  her  acts  of  legislation,  directly  in 
the  teeth  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  treaties  made  securing  to  the  In- 
dians, under  the  pledge  of  the  public  fiiith,  the  peaceable 
occupancy  of  those  lands?  Was  he  preparctl  thus  to 
overwhelm  Georgia  in  the  dismal  swamps  of  litigation, 
and  to  disturb  and  perhaps  ruin  those  of  his  constituents 
who  were  re|Mising  in  the  <iuiet  enjoyment  of  the  lands  to 
which  they  believe  they  have  a  just  right  under  the  legis- 
lation of  their  own  State  ?  Mr.  D.  emphatically  declared 
that,  by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  himself,  the  bill 
would,  in  iU  principles,  go  to  that  effect;  and  the  Presi- 
dent would  be  empowered  and  called  upon,  by  tho&c 
principles,  to  enforce  them  on  any  occasion  which  should 
require  such  enforcement.    The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
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bad  disapproved,  in  unmeasured  termsy  of  the  doctrines 
of  South  Carolina,  because  tliat  State  had,  in  her  high 
sovcreig^n  cliaracter,  declared  the  tarifT  laws  of  1828  and 
1832  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  had  solemnly  absolved 
her  citizens  from  all  obedience  to  them.  In  this  opinion 
of  their  unconstitutionality,  the  g'entleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Watns]  had,  it  is  well  known,  fully  concurred. 
That  gentleman  had  sworn,  as  all  the  members  of  the 
House  had  swoi^,  to  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States;  and  it  must  be  left  to  him  to  reconcile  to 
his  own  conscience  the  propriety  of  voting  for  a  bill  to 
enforce  a  law  which  he  believes  to  be  unconstitutional; 
to  be  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  the  instniment  which 
they  were  all  bound  by  their  oaths  to  support. 

Mr.  D.  continued  by  observing  that  the  arguments  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Hlaib,]  who 
bad,  on  the  preceding  day,  addressed  the  House  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill,  were  alike  dangerous  in  their  tendency, 
and  extraordinary  in  their  nature.  Although  he  had  dis- 
avowed claimin{^  protection  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  the  Union  party  of  his  State,  he  had  urged  the 
passage  of  the  bill  for  that  express  purpose.  The  sub* 
stance  of  his  argument  was,  that  protection  was  necessary 
for  the  Union  party,  and  that  this  bill  would  afford  it. 

Mr.  BLAIK,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and  said  that  he 
disclaimed  the  idea  of  calling  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  protection  in  relation  to  the  personal  safety  of 
the  members  of  the  Union  party  in  his  State.  As  it  con- 
cerned himself,  personally,  he  did  not  seek  it;  but  he  had 
thought,  and  he  still  thought,  that  something  was  due  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  the  character  and  the  feel- 
ings of  those  who  compose  the  Union  party.  That  was 
what  he  had  meant  to  convey  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said  that  he  had  not  misunderstood  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  yesterday,  and  neither 
did  he  misunderstand  him  now.  He  understood  him  to 
ask  for  a  guaranty  for  the  Union  party.  He  [Mr.  Blair] 
bad  said  that  the  members  of  that  party  had  been  treat- 
ed as  Helots  by  the  dominant  party  of  South  Carolina; 
that  the  measures  of  the  State  rights  party  were  tyranni- 
cal and  despotic;  and  that,  tlierefore,  the  Union  party  had 
a  right  to  call  upon  the  Executive  and  upon  Congress  to 
guaranty  to  them  a  republican  form  of  Government. 

Here  Mr.  BLAIR  ag^in  rose,  and  repeated  the  sub- 
stance of  his  former  explanation. 

Mr.  DANIEL  continued.  It  had  not  been  his  inten- 
tion to  misrepresent  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
For  many  of  the  members  of  the  Union  party  lie  enter- 
tained a  very  high  respect;  but  the  g^iarantv  claimed  by 
the  minority  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  if  carried  out 
into  practice,  might,  with  equal  propriety,  be  claimed  on 
the  part  of  the  slaves  held  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States.  This  remark  wa!«,  of  course,  intended  only  as  an 
illustration  of  his  argument,  and  would  not  be  considered 
as  involving  any  disparagement  of  a  minority  of  any  State 
of  this  Union.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  in  favor  of  every 
proper  attention  being  paid  to  the  wishes  and  feelings  of 
a  minority.  It  was,  indeed,  the  very  doctrine  which  he 
was  now  maintaining:  he  was  contending  that  the  rights 
of  a  minority  ought  to  be  respected  and  protected;  but 
that  protection  could  only  be  extended  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  constitutions  of  tiK:  States  in  which  those 
composing  such  minority  live. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  also  urg^d,  as 
a  reason  for  the  guaranty  requested,  that  the  convention 
of  tliat  State,  in  their  ordinance,  which  was  made  a  part 
of  their  constitution,  had  prescribed  an  oath  to  be  taken 
by  its  citizens  to  support  tliat  constitution;  and  had  pro- 
vided, in  the  event  of  refusal  or  unwillingness  to  take  the 
oath,  that  the  party  refusing  was  incompetent  to  hold  of- 
fice under  it.  An  oath  of  a  similar  cliaracter,  said  Mr. 
1).,  is  administered  in  every  State  of  this  Union.  In  many 
of  the  suites,  even  by  statute,  an  oath  is  required  I'rom 


every  person  appointed  to  office,  to  tbe  effect  that  be  has 
not,  and  will  not,  knowingly,  be  concerned  in  a  duel, 
either  as  a  principal  or  a  second:  bis  refusal  to  take  such 
an  oath  disqualifies  him  for  office.  There  arc  other  oaths 
which  are  necessary  prerequisites  to  offices  of  trust,  ho- 
nor, or  emolument;  and  it  appeared  to  him,  that  all  tbe 
States  had  not  only  the  constitutional  power,  but  the  in- 
controvertible right  to  impose  them.  How,  then,  could 
the  minority,  in  such  a  case  as  that  presented,  style  them- 
selves Helots,  and  complain  of  a  deprivation  of  their 
rights,  on  the  part  of  the  majority  f  The  possession  and 
tlie  enjoyment  of  equal  rights  must  necessarily  be  ac- 
companied by  eq^ual  obligations  and  equal  duties. 

Mr.  D.  begged  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  that  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  Blair,  of  South  Carolina]  his  former  vio- 
lent denunciations  of  the  tariff  as  being  unconstitutional 
and  oppressive;  and  his  declarations  on  the  floor  of  that 
hall,  that  the  people  of  South  Carolina  never  would  sub- 
mit to  its  unjust  exactions.  It  would  be  well  also  to  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  party  to  which  that  gentleman  [Mr. 
Blair]  belonged — the  Union  party — had  been  the  per- 
sons who  had  6rst  produced  the  excited  feelings  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  against  the  tariff  system;  and 
those  of  the  other  party,  who  are  now  in  opposition  t» 
it,  had  only  followed  in  their  wake.  And  yet,  said  Mr. 
D.,  those  who  make  it  their  boast  that  they  gave  birth  to 
this  intense  excitement,  are  held  in  favor  in  the  high  pUces 
of  the  court,  while  those  whom  they  describe  as  their 
humble  imitators  are  denounced  and  reviled  as  dema- 
gt>gties,  desperadoes,  and  traitors. 

In  many  of  the  leading  papers  of  the  South,  the  late 
Vice  President  of  tlie  United  States  has  been  accused  of 
lending  his  friendly  aid  to  build  up  the  present  system, 
in  consequence  of  the  vote  which  he  gave  in  ^vor  of  tbe 
tariff  bill  of  1816;  which  bill  reduced  the  duties  from 
the  high  war  rates  down  to  a  standard  of  revenue  then  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  meet  the  engagements  of  tbe 
Government.  Many  of  the  distinguished  statesmen  of 
the  South  who  were,  on  constitutional  grounds,  decided- 
ly opposed  to  a  tariff*  of  protection,  voted  for  that  bill, 
as  requisite  for  the  emergencies  of  the  public  service. 
On  account  of  this  vote,  a  g^ve  charge  of  inconsistency 
has  been  raised  against  that  eminent  individual  by  many 
of  the  Union  party  of  his  own  State,  and  by  many  of 
those  designing  and  unprincipled  intri^crs  who  are  al- 
ways to  be  found  among  the  minions  ot  power. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  had  adverted  to  this  allegation  in 
order  to  show  who  it  really  was  that  bad  produced  tJiis 
fermentation  in  the  South,  and  who  were  tlien  endeavor- 
ing— vainly  endeavoring,  he  tnisted — to  skulk  from  a  re- 
sponsibility which  had  been  imposed  upon  them  by  their 
own  acts.     Here  he  would  ask  tlie  candid  mind  to  say 
what  were  the  facts  connected  with  tlic  bill  of  1816. 
What  but  the  spirit  of  patriotism  could  have  actuated 
those  who  supported  it,  as  the  means,  not  only  of  meet- 
ing the  public  exigencies,  and  upholding^  the  public  faith, 
but  also  of  saving  many  meritorious  citizens  from  ruin? 
Manufactories  had  sprung  up  during  the  war;  the  capital 
f)f  many  a  deserving  man  was  invested  in  manufiicttiring 
undertakings;  employment  was  given  to  industry,  and  the 
welfare  and  the  happiness  of  numerous  families  depended 
on  the  mode  of  adjusting  a  system  which  had  arisen  out 
of  events  c:dling  into  action  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and 
the  love  of  country' .     The  advocates  of  tliat  bill  were 
uniform  and  consistent  in  their  course  of  conduct,  and 
the  motives  by  which  they  were  swayed  flowed  from  tliG 
purest  of  all  sources.  They  had  supported  the  war  on  the 
only  ground  upon  which  any  war  can  possibly  be  supported 
— tliat  of  the  sacred  right  of  self-defence;  and  they  |fave 
the  strongest  pledge  of  the  sincerity  of  their  opiiiiona 
when  they  voted  for  that  bill,  in  order  to  maintain  the  in- 
stitutions which  had  emanated  from  the  necessity  of  ea- 
gaging  in  that  war. 
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Mr,  D.  said  it  was  a  singular  incongraity  that  many  of 
those  who  admit  the  rig^ht  of  a  State  to  interfere  and 
arrest  the  operation  of  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  to 
judge  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  redressing  it,  should, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  be  opposed  to  the  course  which 
South  Carolina  has  chalked  out  for  her  action.     For,  if  a 
State  possess  at  all  tliis  power  of  remedying  the  evil,  by 
protecting  her  reserved  rights,  and  abiding  by  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution.  South  Carolina  is  warranted  in  Iter 
proceedings.     It  has  universally  been  conceded   that, 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,   the 
States  were,  respectively,  sovereign  and  independent; 
and  in  this  character  sent  delegates  to  a  general  conven- 
tion—those delegates  representing  the  people  as  sepa- 
rate communities,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  a  scheme 
of  Government,     Such  a  plan   was  devised,  so  jealously 
guarding  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  States, 
as  to  leave,  as  was  supposed,  nothing  to  doubt,  to  impli- 
cation, or  to  construction.     And,  to  "  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,"  it  was  submitted  for  ratification  to  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  States,  as  distinct  and  separate  communities,  in 
their  high  sovereign  character.  It  was  to  bind  the  citizens 
of  those  States,  only,  who  should  ratify  the  instrument. 
Indeed,  it  has  never  been  contended  that  the  people  of  a 
State  refusing  to  ratify  it  were  bound  by  any  obligation 
to  submit  to  it.    For  example,  suppose  that  North  Caro- 
lina and  Bhode  Island,  which  were  the  last  States  to  ra- 
tify it,  had  refused  to  do  so{  would  the  citizens  of  those 
two  States  be  bound  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States? 
They  would  not.     I'hen  they  bound  themselves  by  their 
free  and  voluntary  assent,  mutu'dUy  pledging  to  each  other 
their  faith  to  maintain  the  principles  therein  laid  down — 
Ihe  preservation  of  the  powers  expressly  delegated  to  the 
Government;  to  the  formation  of  which  Government  they 
had  just  given  their  assent.     These  powers  they  confided 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Executive, 
and  to  the  judiciary;  and  in  all  matters  which  can  be  pro- 
perly brought  before  these  three  branches  of  the  Go- 
vern rnent^  they  possess  the  right  to  decide  in  the  last 
resort.     The  powers  not  ex])ressly  delegated,  are   ex- 
pressly reserved  to  the  States  or  the  people.     These  re- 
served rights  are,  in  the  same  manner,  to  be  protected  by 
the  States,  in  their  distinct  and  sovereign  diaracter.     If 
there  be  no  mode  for  their  assertion  and  protection  inde- 
pendent of  the  General  Government,  there  can  be  no 
reserved  rights;  for,  if  the  right  of  judging  in  the  last  re- 
sort,  in  respect  to  them,  be  given   exclusively  to  the 
General   Government,  there  would  be  no  reservation. 
The    reservation  applies  as  well  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  as  to  the  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I'bstt  the  National  Government  was  formed  by  the 
States,  Mr.  1),  said,  with  a  retention,  on  their  part,  of 
their  independence  and  sovereignty,  he  wotild  now  pro- 
ceed to  show  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton and  Mr.  Madison,  men  who  figured  so  conspicuously 
in  its  formation. 

In  the  81st  number  of  the  Federalist,  Mr.  ITsmilton 
lays  down  this  position.  Mr.  D.  here  quoted  General 
Hamilton's  words  as  follows: 

«•  Though  it  may  rather  be  a  digression  from  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  paper,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  men- 
tion a  supposition  which  has  excited  some  alarm  upon 
very  mistaken  grounds. 

«« It  has  been  suggested  that  an  assignment  of  the  pub- 
lic securities  of  one  SUte  to  the  citizens  of  another, 
would  enable  them  to  prosecute  the  State,  in  the  federal 
courts  ^or  the  amount  of  those  securities — ^a  sug^stion 
which  the  following  considerations  prove  to  be  without 
foundation. 

**  It  is  inherent  in  the  nature  of  sovereignty  not  to  be 
amenable  to  the  suit  of  an  individual  without  its  consent. 
This  is  the  general  sense  and  the  general  practice  of  man- 
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kind;  and  the  exemption,  as  one  of  the  attributes  of  so- 
vereignty, is  now  enjoyed  by  the  Government  of  every 
State  in  the  Union.  Unless,  therefore,  there  is  a  surren- 
der of  this  immuuity  in  the  plan  of  the  convention,  it  will 
remain  with  the  States,  and  the  danger  intimated  must 
be  merely  ideal. 

**  The  circumstances  which  are  necessary  to  produce 
an  alienation  of  State  sovereignty,  were  discussed  in  con- 
sidering the  article  of  taxation,  and  need  not  be  repeated 
here.  A  recurrence  to  the  priaciples  the«  established 
will  satisfy  us  that  there  is  no  color  or  pretext  that  the 
State  Governments  would,  by  the  adoption  of  tliat  plan, 
be  divested  of  tlie  privilege  of  paying  tlieir  debts  in  their 
own  way,  free  from  every  constraint  but  that  which  flows 
from  the  obligation  of  good  fuith.  The  contracts  between 
a  nation  and  individuals  are  only  binding  on  tlie  consci- 
ence of  the  sovereign,  and  have  no  pretensions  to  com- 
pulsive force.  They  confer  no  right  of  action  indepen- 
dent of  the  sovereign  will.  To  what  purpose  would  it  be 
to  authorize  suits  against  States  for  the  debts  they  owef 
and  how  could  recoveries  be  enforced?  It  is  evident  it 
could  not  be  done  without  waging  war  against  a  contract- 
ing State;  and  to  ascribe  to  the  federal  courts,  by  mere 
implicatioji,  and  in  destniction  of  a  pre-existing  right  of 
the  State  Governments,  a  power  which  must  involve  such 
a  consequence,  would  be  altogether  forced  and  unwar- 
rantable." 

Here  Mr.  D.  said,  Mr.  Hamilton  had  placed  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  States  upon  the  broad  basis  of  a  distinct 
and  independent  sovereignty,  only  to  be  operated  upon 
by  negotiation  and  by  treaties,  and  not  through  the  fede- 
ral tribunals.  Tiie  *'  pre-existing  right,"  to  which  he  re- 
fers, is  secured  by  the  articles  of  confederation  in  the 
following  manner.  The  second  article  of  that  instrument 
runs  thus: 

**£uch  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence, and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right, 
which  is  not  by  this  confederation  expressly  delegated  to 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled." 

He  would  now  proceed  to  show  the  opinions  entertain- 
ed by  Mr.  Madison  in  confirmation  of  this  doctrine,  and 
would  cite  the  language  used  by  him  in  the  39th  number 
of  the  Federalist: 

"  It  appears,  on  one  hand,  that  the  constitution  is  to  be 
founded  on  the  assent  and  ratiBcation  of  the  people  of 
America,  given  by  deputies  elected  for  the  especial  pur- 
pose; but,  on  the  other,  that  the  assent  and  ratification  is 
to  be  given  by  the  people,  not  as  individuals  composing 
one  entire  nation,  but  as  composing  the  distinct  and  inde- 
pendent State  to  which  they  respectively  belong.  It  is 
to  be  the  assent  and  ratification  of  the  several  States, 
derived  from  the  supreme  authority  in  each  State,  the 
authority  of  the  people  them.selves.  The  act,  therefore, 
establishing  the  constitution,  will  not  be  a  national  but  a 
federal  act. 

<*  That  it  will  be  a  federal  and  not  a  national  act,  as  these 
terms  are  understood  by  the  objectors,  the  act  of  the  peo- 
ple as  forming  so  many  independent  States,  not  as  form- 
ing one  aggregate  nation,  is  obvious  from  this  single  con- 
sideration, that  it  is  to  result  neither  from  the  decision  of 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  nor  from  tliat  of  a 
majority  of  the  States.  It  must  result  from  the  utwni- 
motis  assent  of  the  several  States  that  are  parties  to  it, 
differing  no  otherwise  from  the  ordinary  assent  than  its 
being  expressed,  not  by  the  legisbtive  authority,  bat  by 
that  of  the  people  tliemaelves.  Were  the  people  reswd- 
ed  in  tliia  transaction  as  forming  one  nation,  th«  wdl  of 
the  majority  of  the  whole  people  of  Ihe  United  States 
would  bind  the  minority  in  the  same  manner  as  the  ma- 
jority in  such  State  must  bind  the  minority;  and  the  will 
of  the  majority  must  be  determined  eitlier  by  a  compari- 
son of  ttic  individual  votes,  or  by  considering  tlie  will  of 
the  majority  of  the  Sutes  as  evidence  of  the  will  of  a 
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majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Neither  of 
these  rtiYes  has  been  adopted.  Each  Slate,  in  ratifying 
the  constitution,  is  considered  as  a  sovereign  body,  inde- 
pendent of  all  others,  and  only  to  be  bound  by  its  volun- 
tary act.  In  this  relation,  then,  tlic  new  constitution  will, 
if  established,  be  a  federal,  and  not  a  national  constitu- 
tion." 

Again,  Mr.  Madison  says,  in  the  same  number:  **  But  if 
the  Government  be  national,  with  regard  to  the  operation 
of  its  powers,  it  changes  its  aspect  again,  when  wc  con- 
template it  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  its  powers.     The 
idea  of  a  National  Government  involves  in  it  not  only  an 
authority  over  the  Individual  citizens,  but  an  indefinite 
•u]>rcroacy  over  all  persons  and  things,  so  far  as  they  are 
objects  of  lawful  government.     Among  a  people  consoli- 
dated into  one  nation,  this  supremacy,  if  completed,  is 
▼ested  in  the  National  Legislature.     Among  communities 
united  for  particular  purposes,  it  Is  vested  partljy  in  the 
general  and  partly  in  the  municipal  Legislatures.  In  the 
former  case,  all  local  authorities  are  subordinate  to  the 
supreme,  and  may  be  controlled,  directed,  or  abolished 
by  it  at  pleasure.     In  the  latter,  the  local  or  municipal 
authorities  form  distinct  and  independent  portions  of  the 
supremacy,   no  more  subject,   within  their  respective 
spheres,  to  the  general  authority,  than  the  general  autho- 
rity is  subject  to  them  within  its  own  sphere.     In  this  re- 
lation, then,  the  proposed  Governn>ent  cannot  be  deemed 
a  national  one,  since  its  jurisdiction  extends  to  certain 
enumerated  objects  only,  and  leaves  to  the  several  States 
a  residuary  and  inviolable  sovereignty  over  all  other  ob- 
jccto." 

Mr.  Madison  further  sayn,  in  No.  40  of  the  Federal- 
ist: "Will  it  be  said  that  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  confederation  were  not  within  the  purview  of  the 
convention,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  varied?  1  ask, 
what  are  these  principles?  Do  they  require  that,  in  the 
establishment  of  the  constitution,  the  States  should  be  re- 
garded as  distinct  and  independent  sovereigns?  They 
are  so  regarded  by  the  constitution  proposed." 

Once  more.  In  the  same  number,  he  has  these  expres- 
sive words:  •*  We  have  seen  that,  in  the  new  Govern- 
ment, as  in  the  old,  the  general  powers  are  limited  ^  and 
that  the  States,  in  all  enumerated  cases,  are  Itfi  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  sovereign  and  independent  jurisdic- 
tion." 

These  passages,  Mr.  D.  said,  showed  conclusively  that 
the  States  were  not,  b^  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
despoiled  of  any  portion  of  their  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence. In  entering  into  this  compact,  they  divested 
tliemsclves  of  Aoiie  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty.  The 
great  error  of  many  of  the  republicans  of  the  present 
day  consists  in  the  supposition  that  the  States  had  vested 
a  part  of  their  sovereignty  in  the  General  Government; 
whereas,  in  fact,  certain  powers  only  were  delegated  to 
be  exercised  by  their  agents,  and  subject  to  be  reclaimed 
by  the  States  in  their  hi^h  sovereign  character,  in  the 
mode  and  manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  He 
had  said  that  the  General  Government  had  been  formed 
by  the  States;  but  he  would  not  rest  the  truth  of  this  pro- 
position upon  his  bare  and  naked  assertion.  It  was  so 
declared  in  the  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798;  and  he  would 
apply  to  it  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  report 
upion  them.  Speaking  of  the  third  resolution,  Mr.  Madi- 
•on  says: 

**  On  this  resolution  the  committee  have  bestowed  all 
the  attention  which  its  importance  merits.  They  have 
•canned  it  not  only  with  a  strict,  but  with  a  severe  eye; 
•ml  they  feel  confident  in  pronouncing  that,  in  its  just 
and  fiiir  construction,  it  is  unexceptionably  true  in  its 
several  positions,  as  well  as  constitutional  and  conclusive 
in  its  inferences. 

••The  resolution  declares,  firsts  that  «it  views  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Government  as  resulting  from  the  com- 


pact to  which  the  States  are  parties;'  in  other  words, 
that  the  federal  powers  are  derived  from  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  constitution  is  a  compact  to  which  the 
States  are  parties." 

Mr.  D.  said,  in  continuation,  let  those  who  deny  the 
constitutionality  of  the  interposition  of  a  State  to  prevent 
the  operation  of  an  unconstitutional  law  within  its  limits, 
and  who  maintain  that  the  federal  judiciary  is  the  only 
arbiter  in  all  disputes  between  the  States  and  the  Fede- 
ral Government — let  those,  he  said,  read  the  following 
lucid  exposition  of  this  subject  from  tliepen  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, as  contained  in  the  report  to  which  he  [Mr.  D,]  bad 
before  alluded.  In  discussing  the  latter  part  of  the  third 
resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Madi- 
son says: 

••  But  the  resolution  has  done  more  than  guard  against 
misconstruction,  by  expressly  referring  to  cases  of  a  de- 
liberate, palpable,  ancS  dsngcroua  nature.  It  specifies 
the  subject  of  the  interposition  which  it  contemplates,  to 
be  solely  that  of  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil  of  usur- 
pation, and  of  maintaining  the  authorities,  rights,  and 
liberties  appertaining  to  the  States  as  parties  to  the  con- 
stitution. 

"  From  this  view  of  the  resolution,  it  would  sftem  in- 
conceivable that  it  could  incur  any  just  disapprobation 
from  those  who,  laying  aside  all  momentary  impressions, 
fd  and  recollecting  the  general  source  and  object  of  the 
in  (federal  constitution,  shall  candidly  and  accurately  inter- 

Eret  the  meaning  of  the  General  Assembly.     If  the  deh- 
erate  exercise  of  dangerous  powers,  palpably  withheld 
by  the  constitution,  could  not  justify  the  parties  to  it  in 
interposing  even  so  far  as  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
evil,  and,  thereby,  to  preserve  the  constitution  itself,  as 
well  as  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  parties  to  it,  there 
would  be  an  end  to  all  refief  from  usurped  power,  and  a 
direct  subversion  of  the  rights  specified  or  recogntsetl 
under  all  the  State  constitutions,  as  weU  as  a  plain  denial 
of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  our  independence 
itself  was  declared.     But  it  is  obiected  that  the  judicial 
authority  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  sole  expositor  of  the 
constitution  in  the  last  resort;  and  it  may  be  asked  for 
what  reason  the  declaration  by  the  General  Assembly, 
supposing  it  to  be  theoretically  true,  could  be  required 
at  tne  present  day,  and  in  so  solemn  a  manner.     On  thia 
objection  it  might  be  observed,  first,  that  tlierc  may  be 
instances  of  usurped  power  which  the  forms  of  the  con- 
stitution would  never  draw  within  the  control  of  tlie  ju- 
dicial department:  secondly,  that  if  the  deci«on  of  the 
judiciary  be  raised  above  the  authority  of  the  sovereign 
parties  to  the  constitution,  the  decisions  of  the  other  de- 
partments, not  carried  by  the  forms  of  the  constitutioii 
before  the  judiciary,  must  be  equally  authoritative  and 
final  with  the  decision  of  that  department.     But  the  pro- 
per answer  to  this  objection  is,  that  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  relates  to  those  great  and  extraordi- 
nary cases  in  which  all  the  forms  of  the  constitution  may 
prove  ineffectual  against  infractions  dangerous  to  the  es- 
sential rights  of  the  parties  to  it.     The  resolution  sup- 
poses that  dangerous  powers,  not  delegated,  may  not  only 
be  usurped  and  exercised  by  the  other  departments,  but 
that  tlie  judicial  department,  also,  may  exercise  or  sanc- 
tion dangerous  powers  beyond  the  grant  of  the  constitu- 
tion; and,  consequently,  that  the  ultimate  right  of  the 
parties  to  the  constitution  to  judge  whether  tlie  compact 
has  been  dangerously  violated,  must  extend  to  violations 
by  one  delegated  authority  as  well  as  by  another;  by  the 
judiciary  as  well  as  by  the  executive  or  the  legislative. 
However  true,  therefore,  it  r«ay  be,  that  the  judicial  de- 
partment is,  in  all  questions  submitted  to  it  by  the  forms 
of  the  constitution,  to  decide  in  the  last  resort,  this  resort 
must  necessarily  be  deemed  the  last  in  relation  to  the  au- 
thorities of  the  other  departments  of  the  Government; 
not  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  constitu- 
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tionsl  compact,  from  which  the  judicial  as  well  as  the 
other  departments  hold  their  delegated  trusts.  On  any 
other  hypothesis,  the  delegation  of  judicial  power  would 
annul  the  authority  deleg^ating  it;  and  the  concurrence  of 
this  department  with  the  others,  in  usurped  powers,  might 
subvert  forever,  and  beyond  the  possible  reach  of  any 
ri^hiful  remedy,  the  very  constitution  ^hich  all  were  in- 
stituted to  preserve." 

Mr.  D .  regretted  the  necessity  of  reading  so  long  a  pas- 
sage to  the  House,  but  the  reasoning  y^hich  it  contained 
appeared  to  him  to  be  so  forcible  and  conclusive,  that  he 
could  not  refrain  from  calling  their  earnest  attention  to  it. 
If,  then,  this  constitution  wasacomi)act,  the  new  doctrine 
that  it  was  a  compact  of  the  people  in  their  aggregate 
cliaracter,  would  require,  for  its  adoption,  the  assent  of 
every  individual  of  the  United  States^  for  no  man  can  be 
bound  hy  a  conf|>act  to  which  he  has  not  given  his  assent. 

The  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1799  maintain  the  same 
positions  with  Vipgfinia,  and  contend  for  the  same  doctrines 
as  the  rightful  interpretation  of  the  constitution.  The 
Legislature  of  that  State  solemnly  resolved, 

"  That  the  principles  and  construction  contended  for 
by  sundry  of  the  SUte  legislatures,  that  the  General  Go. 
vernment  is  the  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers delegated  to  it,  stop  nothing  short  of  despotism,  since 
the  discretion  of  those  who  administer  tlje  Government, 
and  not  the  constitution,  would  be  the  measure  of  their 
powers;  that  the  several  States  who  formed  that  instru- 
ment, being  sovereign  and  indepemlent,  have  the  unques- 
tionable right  to  judge  of  the  infraction;  and  that  a  nulli- 
fication, by  those  sovereignties,  of  all  unauthorized  acts 
done  under  color  of  that  instrument,  is  the  rightful 
remedy." 

These  resolutions  were  draughted  by  the  sage  of  Monti- 
cello,  Thomas  Jefferson.  The  original  draught,  which  is 
extant,  in  his  own  handwriting,  contains  these  words: 

"  Whenever  the  General  Government  assumes  un<le1e- 
gated  power,  its  acts  are  unauthoritative,  void,  and  of  no 
force;  that  to  this  compact  each  State  acceded,  as  a  State, 
and  is  an  integral  party;  that  this  Government,  created  by 
this  compact,  was  not  made  the  exclusive  •or  final  judge  of 
the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  itself,  since  that 
would  have  made  its  discretion,  and  not  the  constitution,  the 
measure  of  its  powers;  but  that,  as  in  all  other  compacts 
among  parties  having  no  common  judge,  each  party  has 
an  equal  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  well  of  infractions  as 
of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress." 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  this  doctrine  of  nullification  originated 
with  Thomas  Jefierson,  is  admitted  by  one  who  professes 
to  be  the  ardent  admirer  of  that  great  man,  but  who,  at 
the  same  time,  opposes  nullification — Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie, 
of  Richmond,  Virginia.  In  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  of 
March  13,  1832,  this  consistent  gentleman  says: 

'*Nui.LiriCATi03r — as  siror  corukctko. — We  have 
come  before  the  publie  to  correct  an  error  into  which  we 
have  betrayed  them.  Some  of  the  politicians  of  South  Caro- 
lina had  maintained  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
not  only  the  friend,  but  the  father  of  the  doctrine  of  nul- 
lification; and  their  principal  argument  was,  that  he  was 
tlie  author  of  the  Kentucky  resolutions  of  1799,  as  well 
as  those  of  1798,  and  that,  in  those  of  1799,  is  to  be  found 
the  memorable  passage,  that  «Tlie  several  States  who 
formed  that  instrument,  being  sovereign  and  independent, 
have  the  unquestionable  right  to  judge  of  its  infractions; 
and  tliat  a  nullification,  by  these  sovereignties,  of  all  un- 
authoii2ed  acts,  dune  under  color  of  that  instrument,  b 
the  rightful  remedy.* 

«  We  had  a  great  curiosity  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this 
opinion.  We  hunted  up  all  the  facts  that  were  within 
our  reach;  weighed  them  as  impartially  as  we  could;  and 
we  arrived  at  a  d.fferent  conclusion  from  that  of  the  State 
right  politicians  of  South  Carolina.  We  expressed  our 
opinion  in  the  Enquirer  of  the  30th  September  last.     We 


have  now  to  state  our  conviction  that  we  were  wi 
and  the  South  Carolinians  right,  as  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  opi' 
nions.  A  small  manuscript  book  has  been  found  among 
his  papers,  which,  with  other  articles,  contains  two  co- 
pies, in  his  own  handwriting,  that  appear  to  have  been 
the  originals  of  the  Kentucky  resolutions." 

This  doctrine  is  objected  to  by  many  worthy  and  pa- 
triotic citizens,  on  the  ground  that,  thereby,  one  State 
would  have  the  power  of  thwarting  t!ie  operation  of  the 
remaining  twenty-three  States  of  the  Union;  but  he  asked 
them  if  the  same  objection  would  not  possess  infinitely 
more  force  by  applying  the  doctrine  to  the  case  of  the 
seven  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
being  authorized  to  control  and  thwart  the  operations  of 
all  the  twenty-four  States;  for  such  would  be  the  case  in 
the  event  of  rendering  that  court  the  final  arbiter  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  laws. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  had  thus  shown  that  nullification  was 
not  of  tlie  growth  of  South  Carolina.  It  did  not  owe  Its 
birth  to  the  politicians  of  that  State.  The  very  term  by 
which  it  is  designated  was  selected  by  Mr.  Jefierson  him- 
self; Mr.  Jefferson  was  the  father  of  nullification.  Vir- 
ginia was  a  nullifying  State;  Kentucky  was  a  nullifying 
State;  Georgia  was  a  nullifying  State;  Pennsylvania  was 
a  nullifying  State;  and,  indeed,  every  republican  State  in 
this  Union  has,  in  its  turn,  recognised  and  maintained  the 
doctrine  of  nullification.  The  federal  party  have  always 
opposed  it.  Why  was  it,  then,  that  South  Carolina  was 
denounced  for  maintaining  the  same  doctrine?  Was  it  be- 
cause President  Jackson  had  drawn  around  him  a  federal 
cabinet  who  are  seeking  to  instil  their  principles  into  the 
minds  of  the  American  people  under  the  popularity  of 
his  name?  The  same  attempt  was  made  formerly  by  the 
federal  party,  and  the  same  use  was  then  made  of  Gene- 
ral Washington's  name  and  popularity.  The  recent  pro- 
clamation contains  not  only  ultra-federal  doctrines,  but 
tlie  very  principles  of  monarchy  itself;  and  the  practice 
of  the  administration  appears  to  be  in  perfect  accordance 
with  the  principles  which  it  lays  down.  That  instrument 
goes  to  place  the  sole  and  ultimate  right  of  judging  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  laws,  and  of  the  expediency  and 
mode  of  their  enforcement,  in  the  Executive  head.  The 
monarchy  of  no  country  in  Europe  can  go  further.  It  em- 
bodies the  principle  contained  in  the  expression  of  Louis 
the  Fourteenth,  who,  to  a  remonstrance  made  against 
some  public  act  injurious  to  the  State,  replied,  *'  I  am  ttie 
State."  The  President,  in  his  proclamation,  directs  a 
sovereign  State  to  retrace  its  steps;  to  expunge  a  part  of  its 
constitution;  and,  as  he  expresses  it,  •*  to  snatch  from  its 
archives  the  disorganizing  edict;"  meaning,  thereby,  that 
ordinance  which,  in  a  convention  of  the  people,  had  been 
declared  a  portion  of  the  constitution  of  their  State. 

Mr.  D.  said  that,  to  show  a  similarity  of  this  measure 
to  some  of  those  attempted  by  the  King  of  England  to- 
wards the  American  colonies,  and  which  led  to  that  con- 
dition of  affairs  that  precipitated  our  revolution;  to  show 
that  this  was  a  power  only  to  be  claimed  by  Kings,  and 
never  to  be  submitted  to  by  a  free  people,  he  would  read 
them  one  or  two  passages  concerning  a  matter  bearing  a 
striking  resemblance  to  this  ukase  ofthe  President. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1768,  tlie  General  Assembly 
of  Massachusetts  drew  up  a  circular  letter  in  opposition  to 
an  act  ofthe  British  Parliament,  imposing  duties  and  tazea 
on  the  American  colonies.  This  circular  gave  great  of- 
fence to  his  Majesty  the  King,  and  he,  forthwith,  through 
one  of  his  cabinet  min'isters.  Lord  flillsbormigh,  wrote  to 
Bernard,  the  Hbyal  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  stating 
that  the  proceedings  which  gave  rise  to  the  circular  letter 
were  unfair,  contrary  to  the  real  sense  ofthe  country,  and 
procured  by  surprise;  and  instructing  him,  ''so  soon  as 
the  general  court  is  again  assembled,  to  require  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  to  re- 
scind the  resolution  which  gave  birth  to  the  circular  letter 
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from  Mr.  Speaker,  [of  theMassachiisettiHouseof  Repre- 
sentRtives,]  hiid  to  declare  their  disapprobation  of,  and 
dissent  to,  that  rash  and  hasty  proceeding^/* 

It  might  not  be  inapplicable  to  slate  here,  said  Mr.  D., 
the  opinion  of  the  Massachusetts  colonial  Legislature  on 
the  introduction  into  Boston  of  a  military  force  to  aid  in, 
or  to  secure  the  collection  of,  the  rerenue.  On  Governor 
Bernard's  sending  a  message,  calling  for  an  appropriation 
on  account  of  the  subsistence  and  quartering  of  the  sol- 
diers, the  House  of  Representatives  **Raohed,  That  the 
establishment  of  a  standing  army  in  this  colony,  in  time  of 
peace,  is  an  invasion  of  natural  rights;  that  a  standing 
army  is  not  known  as  a  part  of  the  British  constitution; 
that  sending  an  armed  force  into  the  colony,  under  pre- 
tence of  assisting  the  civil  authority,  is  highly  dangerous 
to  the  people,  unprecedented,  and  unconstitutional." 

Now  what,  he  would  ask,  had  been  the  conduct  of  the 
President  towards  South  Carolina?  He  first  despatches  to 
that  State  the  regular  troops,  and  then  issues  a  proclama- 
tion denouncing  those  most  prominent  in  the  democratic 
patty  of  the  State  as  knaves,  and  the  other  members  of 
that  party  as  fools.  He  threatens  the  people  with  mili- 
tary execution  if  tttey  should  persist  in  withholding  obe- 
dience to  laws  which  their  own  Legislature,  and  they 
themselves,  in  their  sovereign  character,  as  assembled  in 
convention,  had  declared  to  be  unconstitutional.  This 
vat  unjust,  unnatural,  and  unprecedented  in  this  coun- 
try. 

The  message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  was  calculated  to  allay 
all  irritation,  and  obviate  all  difficulties;  and  it  would  have 
had  that  effect  if  he  could  have  relied  upon  it;  but,  as  if 
fearful  that  all  difficulty  should  be  removed,  and  peace 
and  harmony  restored  to  the  country,  the  proclamation 
follows  the  message  in  the  short  space  of  seven  days — 
before  the  message  coidd  possibly  have  been  read  through- 
out South  Carolina. 

It  has  been  a  source  of  crimination  by  many,  that  that 
State  should  have  put  herself  in  an  attitude  of  defence 
against  the  attacks  of  the  regular  army.  This  was  what 
every  man  ought  to  have  expected,  self-preservation  be- 
ing the  first  law  of  nature.  On  this  ground,  the  very  bill 
now  before  the  House  bad  been  attempted  to  be  justified 
by  its  advocates.  The  same  ground,  Mr.  D.  said,  in  con- 
tinuation of  his  argument,  was  assumed  by  Lord  North  to 
justify  the  Boston  port  bill.  That  minister,  who  had 
moved  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  port  duties  of  1767, 
with  the  exception  of  the  duty  on  tea,  being  btrongly 
tirged  by  the  members  in  opposition  not  to  retain  the  con 
tentionwhen  he  relinquished  the  revenue,  replied:  *<  lias 
the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  tauglit  the  Americans  obedi- 
ence? Has  our  lenity  inspired  them  with  moderation? 
Can  it  be  proper,^while  they  deny  our  legal  power  to  tax 
them,  to  acquiesce  in  the  argument  of  illegality,  and,  by 
the  repeal  of  the  whole  law,  to  give  up  that  power?  No; 
the  properest  time  to  exert  our  right  of  taxation  is  when 
the  right  is  refused.  To  temporize  is  to  yield;  and  the 
authority  of  the  mother  country,  if  it  is  now  unsupported, 
will,  in  reality,  be  relinquished  forever.  A  total  repeal 
cannot  be  thouglit  of  till  America  is  prostrate  at  our 
feet." 

Such  were  t]ie  remarks  of  Lord  North,  and  of  such  a 
character  have  been  the  remarks  of  many  of  those  who 
advocate  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  object  to  the  adop- 
tion of  any  conciliatory  measures  until  South  Carolina  shall 
have  been  humbled.  This  tone  of  regal  insolence,  assum- 
ed  by  Lord  North,  was  brought  down  by  the  spirit  of 
freedom  which,  at  that  time,  animated  the  bosoms  of  free- 
men, and  taught  them  to  disdain  the  threats  of  royal  ven- 
geance. Freemen  are  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  indig- 
nant frowns  of  Executive  displeasure,  or  conquered  by 
mercenary  soldiers.  The  excitement  will  subside,  and 
the  people  whose  interest  is  the  good  of  the  country,  will 


then  decide  this  all-absorbing  qnestion;  they  will  iftvesti- 
gate  the  republican  doctrines  of  ^98  and  ^99,  and  deter- 
mine to  what  extent  Virginia  and  Kentucky  were  nullify- 
ing States,  and  whether  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  even 
Andrew  Jackson  himself,  were  not  nnlTifiers,  in  the  strict- 
est sense  of  the  term.  1*0  the  people,  in  whom  resides 
all  sovereign  power — to  the  sovereign  people  of  each 
State,  let  the  question  be  submitted,  and  let  their  decision 
be  abided  by  by  alT. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  he  mast  be  induf^d  in  one  or  two 

£arting  remarks.  The  subject  before  them  was  not  (o 
e  dismissed  or  disposed  of  lightly  or  unadvisedly;  it  was 
one  of  an  awful  and  a  solemn  nature.  The  bill  might,  in 
its  results,  and  m  the  consequences  which  would  proba- 
bly follow  an  enforcement  of  its  enactments,  and  an  esta- 
blishment of  its  principles,  as  forming  the  rule  of  action  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  involve  the  exist- 
ence of  that  Government.  The  Government  which  had 
been  formed  was  intended  by  its  founders  to  last  for  ages^ 
and  whenever  the  principles  of  compromise  which  called 
it  into  being  shall  be  abandoned  and  forgotten,  and  the 
principle  of  forbearance  departed  from,  it  most  perish 
with  them,  and  be  resolved  into  its  original  elements.  It 
was  under  this  deep  and  painful  impression  that  he  invok- 
ed them,  by  every  association  that  could  bind  a  man  to 
his  coimtry,  to  pause,  and  weigh  in  their  own  minds,  as 
they  would  have  to  answer  to  those  who  had  reposed  the 
most  sacred  of  all  trusts  in  their  hands,  the  consequences 
of  passing  this  bill.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  what  those 
consequences  would  be. 

Mr.  D.  concluded  a  quarter  before  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  of  Virginia,  after  a  few  remarks,  demanded 
the  previous  question;  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  CARSON,  of  North  Carolina,  who,  under  a 
promise  to  renew  the  motion,  made  an  explanation  in  re- 
ference to  something  which  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Dav- 
ici.  He  then,  acconling  to  promise,  renewed  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  wished  Mr.  Cbaio  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question,  to  allow  him  to  explain; 
but  Mr.  CRAIG  declining  to  do  so,' 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  had  an  amendment  or  two  to 
oflTer.  He  was  called  to  order,  as  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  was  not  debateable. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  w^as  seconded : 
Yeas  103. 

The  previous  question  M*as  then  put,  as  follows:  **  Shall 
ihe  main  question  now  be  put?" 

A  call  of  the  House  was  moved,  but  negatived. 

The  previous  question  was  then  carried  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anderson,  Appleton,  Ashley,  Banks,  N.Barber,  Barstow, 
Isaac  C.  Bates,   James   Bates,  Beardsley,  Bell,  Bergen, 
James  Blair,   John  Blair,    Boon,  Bouck,  Briggs,  John 
Brodhead,  John  C  Brodhead,   Bucher,   Bullai-d,  Burd 
Carabreleng,   Carr,  Chandler,  E.  Cooke,   Bates  Cooke, 
Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  John  Davis,  Dearborn, 
Dickson,   Doubleday,  Draper,   Joshua   Evans,    Edward 
Everett,  Findlay,  Fitzgerald,  Ford,  Grennell,  Thomas  H . 
Hall,  William  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hies- 
ter,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Hogan,  Holland,  Horn,  Howard, 
Hubbard,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Irvin,  Isacks,  Jarvis,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  J.  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kendall,  Ken- 
non,   John   King,    Henry  King,   Lansing,   Leavitt,  Lc- 
compte,  Lyon,  Mann,   Maxwell,  Wm.  McCoy,  McKen- 
nan,   Mercer,  Mitchell,    Muhlenberg,   Nelson,    Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Pierson,   Pitcher,  Polk,   Potts,  John   Reed, 
Edward  C.   Reed,  Sewall,  Smith,    Speight,    Standifer, 
Stephens,    Stewart,   Storra,    Sutherland,  Taylor,   Fraa. 
Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tompkins, 
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Tracy,  Ward,  Wardwell,   Wayne,  Campbell  P.  White, 
Edward  D.  White,  Worthinpton,  Young.— 110. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexandep,  Robert  Allen,  Arnold, 
Barnwell,  Barringfer,  Boaldin,  Carson,  Chinn,  Claiborne, 
Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Coulter,  Creighton,  Daniel,  Da- 
venport, W.  R.  Davis,  Denny,  George  Evans,  Horace 
Everett,  Felder,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Ma- 
son, Marshall,  Robert  McCoy,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Milli- 
gan,  Newnan,  Newton,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Plummer, 
Roane,  Root,  Russel,  Wiley  Thompson,  Verplanck,  Wat- 
mough,  Wheeler,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wickliffe.— 44. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  put. 

The  main  question  was  accordingly  put — **  Shall  the 
bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ^" 
and  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anderson,  Appleton,  Ashley,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber, 
Barringfer,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  James  Bates,  Beards- 
ley,  Bell,  Bergen,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Bouck, 
Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  JohnC.  Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bui- 
lard,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Chandler,  Eleulheros  Cooke, 
Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton, John  Davis,  Dayan,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dickson, 
Doubleday,  Draper,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Ed- 
ward Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Fitzgerald,  Ford, 
Grennell,  William  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hawkins, 
Miester,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Hogan,  Holland,  Horn,  How- 
ard, Hubbard,  Huntingdon,  Ihrie,  frvin,  Isacks,  Jarvis, 
H.  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kendall, 
Kennon,  John  King,  Henry  King,  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Le*- 
compte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Mann,  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Wm. 
McCoy,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearce,  Pendle- 
ton, Pierson,  Pitcher,  Polk,  Potts,  John  Reed,  Edward 
C.Reed,  Russel,  Sewall,  Slade,  Smith,  Southard,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sutherlana,  Tay- 
lor, Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Tompkins,  Tracy,  Verplanck,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wat- 
mough,  Wayne,  Wilkin,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Campbell  P. 
White,  Edward  D.  White,  Worthington,  Young.— 126. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Archer, 
Arnold,  Barnwell,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Chinn,  Claiborne, 
Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Coulter,  Daniel,  Davenport, 
Warren  R.  Davis,  Felder,  Foster,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Tho- 
mas H.  Hall,  Lewis,  Mason,  Robert  McCoy,  Newnan, 
Naickolls,  Patton,  Plummer,  Roane,  Root,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, Wheeler,  Wickliffe 34. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  that  the  bill  hare  its  third  reading 
now. 

Mr.  CARSON  remonstrated,  and  proposed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LEWIS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GORDON  opposed  the  third  reading  at  this  time, 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  many  gentlemen  who  wished 
to  record  thdir  names  against  it.  He  wished,  himself,  to 
offer  some  remarks  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had  been  anx- 
ious to  address  the  House,  and  would,  if  it  were  the  wish 
of  the  House,  occupy  about  twenty  minutes.  But  he 
could  not  ask  it.  Were  he  a  mere  demagogue,  he  would 
wish  no  greater  advantage  than  to  have  the  bill  thus  dri- 
ven through  the  House. 

Mr.  FOSTER  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew 
his  motion. 

Mr.  WARD  said  a  few  words,  proposing  a  course  to  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  never  had  known  the  pre- 
vious question  called  on  a  bill  which  had  never  been 
read,  either  in  the  House  or  in  committee. 

Mr.  LETCHER  remonstrated  against  proceeding  at 
this  time,  as  the  bill  was  completely  in  the  power  ofthe 
House,  and  its  passage  could  not  be  prevented. 

BIr.  COULTER  hoped  those  opposed  to  the  bill  would 


commit  it  into  the  hands  of  the  majority.  It  was  plain 
that  the  bill  must  pass.  He  should  have  liked  to  address 
a  few  remarks  to  the  House,  but  he  was  not  solicitous 
on  the  subject,  because  there  was  another  way  of  reach- 
ing the  public  than  by  speeches  in  that  House. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  should  resign  the  bill  to  the 
majority. 

Mr.  POLK  thought  it  would  be  better  to  delay  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  until  the  House  was  fuller. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  there  could  be  no  need  to  post- 
pone, unless  those  opposed  to  the  bill  could  be  heard. 
He  had  no  other  word  to  say,  whether  the  bill  pass  to- 
night or  to-morrow ;  it  was  the  same  thing  to  the  part  of 
the  country  he  represented;  but  he  oug^t  to  be  allowed 
to  declare  their  sentiments  before  it  became  a  law. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  pressed  the  question  to-night:  the 
House  had  no  time  to  hear  further  debate. 

Mr.  CRAIG  said  he  was  conscientious  in  voting  for  the 
bill}  but  he  should  do  so  without  knowing  how  bis  con- 
stituents viewed  it. 

Mr.  LYON  thought  it  would  be  better  to  read  the 
bill  now:  and  he  would,  in  the  morning,  move  the  pre- 
vious question,  when  all  would  record  their  votes. 

Mr.  COKE  said  the  indications  ofthe  will  ofthe  House 
that  the  bill  should  pass  without  hearing  the  views  ofthe 
minority  were  so  decided  that  he  should  not  oppose  it: 
but  he  should  prefer  delivering  his  views. 

Mr.  POLK  inquired  whether,  if  the  bill  should  be  or- 
dered to  the  third  reading,  and  then  the  previous  ques- 
tion should  be  called,  the  bill  would  be  the  first  in  order 
in  the  morning. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FOSTER  moved  an  adjournment;  which  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  count. 

The  question  was  at  length  put  on  deferring  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill  until  to-morrow,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive without  a  count. 

The  question  was  thereupon  put  on  reading  the  bill 
now. 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  moved  the  previous  question:  and 
it  was  seconded  by  a  majority  ofthe  House. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  incjuired  whether  the  Spxakkr 
could  recognise  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  as 
in  order,  before  the  bill  had  ever  been  read  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER  referred  to  the  journal  to  prove  that 
the  bill  had  been  twice  read. 

The  CHAIR  then  inquired  whether  any  member  wish- 
ed the  reading  of  the  bill;  if  they  did,  it  should  be 
read. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  again  made  his  question  of  order, 
and  insisted  that  the  previous  question  could  not  have 
been  in  order  till  the  bill  had* been  read  through,  as  the 
House  had  ordered. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  bill  must  first  be  read. 
It  was  then  read  through  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

[It  was  now  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  ] 

The  question  being  propounded  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill, 

Mr.  BEARDSLEY  moved  the  previous  question — it 
was  seconded,  put,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  111,  nays  40. 

The  House  then  adjourned  at  about  half  past  one. 


Friday,  March  1. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK,  under  instruction  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report :  That, 
among  the  subjects  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  were  the 
transactions  of  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  public  debt;  and  the 
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inquiry  into  the  present  pecuniary  uid  financial  state  and 
management  of  the  institution. 

The  arrangement  made  by  the  bank  for  a  temporary 
postponement,  witli  the  consent  of  the  holders,  of  the  pay- 
ment of  five  millions  of  the  three  per  cent,  debt,  being 
now  substantially  closed  by  the  surrender  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  certificates  of  stock,  except  for  a  small  amount, 
and  the  whole  debt  itself  having  been  liquidated,  so  far 
as  respects  the  Government,  at  an  earlier  period  than  it 
is  probable  it  would  otherwise  have  been,  this  question 
seems  no  longer  to  present  any  important  or  practicable 
object  of  inquiry,  or  to  call  for  or  admit  any  action^  of 
Congress  upon  it. 

The  committee  have  examined  several  of  the  directors 
on  this  subject,  as  well  as  upon  other  points  connected 
witli  the  management  of  the  institution.  Their  testimony 
is  herewith  submitted,  and  the  committee  specially  refer 
to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bevan  and  Mr.  Eyre  as  explana- 
tory of  the  history  and  motives  of  this  transaction. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  Government  to  express  the 
opinion,  that,  in  the  arrangement  made  by  the  bank  agent 
in  England  for  the  purchase  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock, 
and  thedetent-on  of  the  certificates,  (which  measures 
were  afterwards  disclaimed  by  the  bank,  ^  the  bank  ex- 
ceeded its  le^timate  authority,  and  that  tnis  proceeding 
had  no  sufficient  warrant  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  inquiry  into  the  present  condition  of  the  bank,  the 
general  character  of  its  business,  and  the  soundness  of 
its  capital,  is  a  subject  of  much  greater  interest  and  im- 
portance, since  it  involves  not  only  the  question  of  the 
safety  of  the  public  deposites,  but  the  value  of  the  large 
amount  of  stock  held  by  Government,  and  the  still  more 
momentous  considerations  of  the  soundness  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  currency,  and  the  consequent  security  or  inse- 
curity of  the  domestic  exchanges  and  commerce  of  the 
country. 

The  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  session,  informed  ihem  **  that  such 
measures  as  were  within  the  reach  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  taken  to  enable  him  to  judge  whether 
the  public  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
were  entirely  safe;  but,  as  his  limited  power  might  prove 
insufficient  to  that  object,"  the  President  recommended 
tlie  subject  to  Congress,  as  particularly  worthy  of  their 
investigation. 

Since  that  period,  the  report  of  the  agent  appointed  by 
Government  for  this  examination,  has  been  communicated 
to  Congress,  and  referred  to  this  committee.  The  Com- 
.roittee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  also  received  from  the 
directora  of  the  bank  a  report  on  the  principal  points  of 
its  administration  and  its  present  state,  prepared  by  the 
exchange  committee  of  the  bank,  and  adopted  by  the 
board  of  directors. 

The  importance  of  the  statements  and  results,  contain- 
ed in  that  report,  induced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  the  course  of  the  examination  of  the  directors 
composing  the  exchange  committee,  to  require  their  at- 
testation, under  oath,  to  the  facts  and  statements  of  that 
paper,  as  distinguished  from  its  opinions  and  arguments. 
This  was  done  very  fully.  The  same,  and  other  direc- 
tors, (two  of  whom  had  heretofore  been  Government 
directors,  one  under  the  present,  and  one  under  two  for- 
mer administrations,)  in  reply  to  various  interrogatories, 
stated,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  evidence  herewith  sub- 
mitted, tlie  means  at  the  comman<l  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, or  any  member  of  it,  for  distinctly  knowing  the 
operations  of  the  several  branches,  and  the  character  of 
the  paper  discounted  at  them,  together  with  their  own 
opinion,  drawn  from  these  sources,  of  the  general  safety 
of  such  paper. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  to  regret  that 
the  constant  and  d.iily  pressure  of  the  various  duties 


which  have  devolved  upon  thera,  during  this  short  and 
laborious  session,  did  not  permit  a  more  full  examimi- 
tion  of  the  concerns  of  the  institution.  If,  however, 
in  the  entire  absence  of  any  evidence  calculated  to  re- 
fute, or,  in  any  way,  impeach,  that  which  is  before 
the  committee,  the  statements  and  opinions  of  the  trea- 
sury agent,  selected  by  the  treasury  to  examine  the  con- 
dition of  the  bank;  those  of  several  of  the  present  direc- 
tors, men  of  character  and  intelligence,  long  conversant 
with  accounts  and  banking  business;  the  official  returns 
of  the  bank  itself,  and  the  report  of  its  principal  com- 
mittee, attested  to  under  oath;  if  all  these  can  be  relied 
upon,  as  furnishing  satisfactory  information  on  the  pre- 
sent state  and  pecuniary  means  of  the  institution,  the  fol- 
lowing results  will  appear: 

First.  The  directors  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia  receive 
from  the  boards  of  their  branches  frequent,  regular, 
and  minute  returns  of  the  paper  discounted  by  them. 
These  returns,  together  with  the  sepsrate  correspondence 
of  the  cashiers  of  the  several  branches,  afibrd  such  infor- 
mation of  all  the  business  of  those  branches  as  to  enable 
the  board  of  the  mother  bank,  or  any  single  director  who 
may  wish  to  inquire  into  it,  to  ascertain  the  character  of 
the  business  of  those  branches:  as,  for  instance,  whether 
tlie  mass  of  paper  discounted  be  founded  on  ordinary 
commercial  transactions,  and  to  be  paid  from  their  pro- 
ceeds when  at  ntaturity,  or  whether  any  considerable  pro- 
portion of  it  consists  of  what  is  called  accommodation  pa- 
per, regularly  renewed.  They  can  know,  in  like  manner, 
whether  the  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  purchased  at  the 
branches,  arise  out  of  business  transactions,  and  to  be  paid 
when  at  maturity,  or  whether  they  are  mere  accommoda- 
tion paper  in  another  form,  to  be  repeatedly  renewed  by 
drawing  and  redrawing  between  distant  offices. 

Second.  These  returns,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
boartis  of  the  several  branches,  upon  whose  character  and 
judgment  they  place  great  reliance,  form  the  ground 
upon  which  tlie  directors  have  stated,  under  oath,  their 
full  confidence  that  the  mass  of  paper  discounted  by  the 
bank  and  its  branches,  and  detailed  as  active  debt  in 
their  statement,  is  safe.  On  this,  they  believe,  no  serious 
loss  need  be  apprehended.  The  dishonored  psper  held 
by  the  bank  is  stated  to  be  returned  as  doubtful  or  sus- 
pended paper,  and  to  be  estimated  not  at  its  nominal  but 
at  its  presumed  actual  value.  The  real  estate  of  the  bank  is, 
in  like  manner,  valued,  not  at  cost,  but  on  estimates  found- 
ed on  frequently  renewed  appraisals  of  the  probable  mar- 
ket value.  The^  depose  that,  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge and  belief,  the  whole  amount,  with  inconsiderable 
exceptions,  if  any,  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  purchased 
by  the  bank  and  its  offices,  is  regular  business  paper, 
founded  upon  the  agricultural  exports  and  commercial 
imports  of  the  country;  and  that  by  far  the  greatest  por- 
tion (probably  nine-tenths)  of  the  notes  discounted  is  of 
the  same  character.  They  also  assert,  with  much  con 
fidence,  that  most  of  their  accommodation  notes  are  well 
secured,  and  form,  in  fact,  the  safest  investment  of  the 
bank. 

The  inquiries  respecting  the  amount  of  accommodation 
paper  were  made  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  gene- 
ral business  transactions  of  the  bank;  and  not  because  the 
committee  believed  that  accommodation  paper,  discount- 
ed to  a  gfreat  extent,  would  necessarily  endanger  the  soli- 
dity of  any  moneyed  institution.     Such  paper  may  fre- 
quently be  as  safe,  and  such  loans  as  useful,  as  any.    But 
it  is  certain  that,  when  moneyed  institutions  are  in  a  hol- 
low and  unsound  state,  it  commonly  arises  from  the  capi- 
tal having  been  invested  in  doubtful  paper  of  this  descrip- 
tion.    The  vety  fact,  therefore,  of  the  discounts  of  a  bank 
being  principally  applied  to  the  ordinary  business  psper 
of  an  active  commercial  community,  will  show,  that,  at* 
lowing  for  only  ordinary  judgment  and  integrity  in  the 
selection  of  such  paper,  nothing  short  of  some  general 
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orertbrow  of  mercantile  credit  will   produce  material 
loss. 

'Hiird,  In  general  corroboration'of  their  statements  on 
this  point,  as  well  as  of  their  opinions  of  the  security  of 
the  bank  debt,  the  directors  appeal — 1.  To  the  fact  of  the 
great  fluctuation  of  the  exchange  business,  at  the  same 
points,  at  different  periods,  corresponding  with  the  pe- 
riods of  the  shipments  of  agricultural  produce  in  the 
West;  as,  for  instance,  at  Nashville,  within  three  months 
in  1831,  from  ^366,000  to  $1,062,000.  And  again,  at 
the  same  place,  in  1832,  within  about  a  half  a  year, 
from  $2,760,000  down  to  $503,000.  2.  That  of  the  easy 
reduction,  during  the  last  year,  of  about  one-eighth  of  the 
whole  amount  of  the  bank  debt  throughout  the  Union, 
and  specially  to  the  amount  reduced  in  the  Western  offi- 
ces. 3d.  To  the  very  small  amount  of  losses  which  have 
occurred  for  some  time  past  in  those  offices,  and  to  the  fa- 
cility with  which,  in  addition  to  the  ag^egate  reduction 
of  loans  there,  a  very  considerable  proportion  of  the  local 
debtf  on  promissory  notes,  has  been  converted  into  the 
more  secure  and  manageable  form  of  domestic  bills  of 
exchange* 

If  these  statements,  and  this  evidence,  can  be  relied 
upon,  the  available  and  secui%  resources  of  the  bank 
amounted,  on  the  Ist  of  January  last,  to  eighty  million 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  whilst  all 
the  claims  against  it,  for  bills,  debts,  and  deposites,  in- 
cluding those  of  the  Government,  and  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  were  but  $37,800,000,  leaving  about 
forty-three  millions  as  a  gfuaranty  to  the  nation  against 
any  tosses.  For  as  the  whole  amount  of  debts,  bills,  and 
deposites,  must  be  pud  before  the  stockholders,  the 
whole  capital  and  the  surplus  must  be  considered  as  a 
pledge  for  the  debts  due  to  individuals  and  the  Govern- 
ment. As  the  capital  consists  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, it  would  appear,  from  this  statement,  that  the  bank 
had  earned,  and  then  possessed,  a  surplus  of  twenty -two 
per  cent,  above  the  amount  of  its  capital.  Whether  that 
surplus  could  or  could  not  be  realized  at  a  final  winding 
up  of  the  bank,  is  a  subject  only  interesting  to  the  buyers, 
sellers,  and  holders  of  stock.  The  single  point  of  view 
in  which  tt  is  important  to  the  nation,  is  in  regard  to  its 
bearing  on  the  healthy  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  conse- 
quent safety  of  the  public  deposites,  and  the  sound  state 
of  the  currency.  For  these  objects,  it  is  sufficient  to  in- 
quire whether  this  surplus  does  or  does  not  afford  a  suf- 
ficient guaranty  that  the  original  capital  of  $35,000,000 
is  unimpaired. 

The  whole  amount  of  bills  and  paper  held  by  the  bank 
on  the  1st  of  January  last  was  $61,695,000;  of  which 
$8,246,000  is  stated  to  be  the  local  debt  of  the  Western 
States;  leaving  $53,749,000  as  the  debt  of  the  Atlantic 
commercial  citias,  and  that  in  the  shape  of  domestic  bills, 
between  them  and  the  interior.  There  seems  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  paper  of  the  description  last  mentioned 
is  of  the  same  general  character  as  that  of  other  city 
banks,  managed  with  ordinary  discretion.  Now,  it  is 
well  known,  that,  in  our  great  cities,  business  paper  is 
constantly  guarantied  by  commercial  houses  of  prudence, 
stability,  and  wealth,  for  a  del  atdtrt  commission  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent.  On  much  of  the  better  class  of  pa- 
per, and  in  some  of  our  Northern  cities,  upon  most  of  it, 
the  ordinary  charge  is  much  less:  but  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  loss  than  this  ought  certainly  not  to  occur  in  a  well 
managed  city  bank,  where  the  judgment  and  information 
of  a  board  of  directors  is  combined  with  that  of  its  offi- 
cers. In  point  of  fact,  it  is  believed  that  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  their  discounted  paper  actually  exceeds  the 
losses  of  prudently  managed  institutions  in  our  cities. 
But,  allowing  the  loss  on  the  Atlantic  and  commercial 
debt  to  reach  four  times  that  amount,  say  ten  per  cent. 
then  $5,370,000  of  the  surplus,  would  be  an  ample  gua- 
ranty against  such  loss.     This  would  leave  $2,680,000  as 


a  surplus,  which  would  meet  the  loss  of  about  one-third 
of  the  local  Western  debt,  without  impairing  the  original 
capital  of  the  bank. 

The  committee  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  assert- 
ing their  belief  that  the  Western  debt  is  more  hazardous 
than  that  in  any  other  part  of  tlie  Union.  The  bank  di- 
rectors express  their  conviction  that  it  is  not  so;  and  the 
agent  appointed  by  the  treasury  does  not  hesitate  to  say 
'*that  he  considers  that  debt  in  a  safe  and  wholesome 
state,  and  that  a  greater  amount  of  loss  need  not  be  ap- 
prehended from  it,  than  from  a  similar  mass  distributed 
in  the  cities  of  the  Atlantic  frontier."  But  this  estimate 
has  been  made,  because  the  extent  of  the  Western  trans- 
actions of  the  bank  has  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  sub- 
jects peculiarly  calling  for  investigation. 

These  general  views  of  the  situation  of  the  bank,  and 
the  consequent  safety  of  its  depositors  and  bill  holders,  de- 
rive strong  confirmation  from  the  fact  of  the  larg^  pro- 
portion of  the  specie  in  the  country,  which  is  held  by  the 
bank.  It  appears,  from  official  documents,  of  unques- 
tionable authority,  that  the  specie,  actually  in  the  vaults 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  within  one-tenth  of 
the  amount  held  by  all  the  other  banks  in  the  Union, 
whilst  its  circulation  of  paper  is  but  one-fourth  of  the  ag- 
g^g^te  of  theirs.  In  other  words,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  above  nine  millions  of  specie,  with  a  circulation 
of  notes  to  the  amount  of  seventeen  millions  and  a  half: 
whilst  the  aggregate  of  all  the  other  banks,  with  specie 
in  their  vaults  but  a  little  above  ten  millions,  have  a  cir- 
culation of  sixty-eight  milliona  of  bank  paper. 

If,  then,  the  evidence  herewith  submitted  can  be  re- 
lied upon,  which  it  is  for  the  House  to  judge  of,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  entire  soundness  of  the  whole  bank 
capital,  at\er  meeting  all  demands  upon  it,  either  by  its 
bill  holders  or  the  Goveniment;  and  such  is  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  who  feel  great  confidence  in  the  well 
known  character  and  intelligence  of  the  directors  whose 
testimony  supports  the  facts  above  stated. 

The  committee  conclude  by  respectfully  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

"  Raohidf  That  the  Government  deposites  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  be  safely  continued  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States." 

The  report  was  accompanied  by  sundry  documents. 

Mr.  WATMOUGU  moved  the  printing  of  10,000  extra 
copies  of  the  report  and  documents;  which  was  agreed 
to,  (Mr.  Uoair,  who  had  objected  to  tlte  motion,  having 
withdrawn  his  objection. ) 

Mr.  POLK  then  made  a  report  from  the  minority  (three 
members)  of  the  committee,  of  which  the  same  number* 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DOUBTFUL  POWERS. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  select  committee  to  which 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lated to  the  exercise  of  doubtful  powers,  made  a  verbal 
report,  stating  that  there  was  not  a  single  point  on  which 
the  committee  could  agree;  and  he  iiad  therefore  been 
directed  to  move  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject;  which  was,  af- 
ter some  jocular  conversation,  ag^ed  to. 

TARIFF  REPORT. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  heretofore  made, 
to  print  t!)e  report  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  should  have  been  glad  to 
have  made  some  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hofpmast, 
merely  to  satisfy  the  House  thut  there  had  been  no  unfair- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  minority.  The  report  was  not  a 
speech,  as  the  gentleman  had  intimated,  but  a  report, 
signed  by  those  members  who  had  agreed  to  it.  But,  on 
account  of  the  preciousness  of  time,  he  should  be  content 
with  having  the  question  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  HOFFMAN  concurred.  He  had  early  meant  to 
•ay  that  the  P^pei't  though  in  tlie  form  oT  a  report,  was, 
in  fact,  little  different  from  a  speech. 
.  Mr.  BARBOUR  said  thatUiough  there  was  scarcely  a 
position  in  the  report  to  which  he  agreed,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  printed. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  the  printing 
was  ordered:  Yeas  93,  nays  58. 

COLLECTION  DILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  came  up  on  its  final  passage, 
and  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Allison,  Anderson,  Appleton,  Armstrong,  Ashley,  Banks, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barringer,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  James 
Bates,  Beardsley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair, 
John  Blair,  Bouck,  Briggs,  John  Brodhead,  John  C 
Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bidlard,  Burd,  Surges,  Cahoon,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carr,  Chandler,  Choate,  Collier,  Eleutheros 
Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denay,  Dewart,  Dick- 
son, Doubleday,  Drayton,  Draper,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  EvereU, 
Findlay,  Fitzgerald,  Ford,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  William 
Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hiester,  Hodges, 
Hoffman,  Hogan,  Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Huntington,  Ihrte,  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Isacks,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Ken- 
dall, Adam  King,  John  King,  Henry  King,  Kerr,  Lansing, 
Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Mann,  Marshall,  Max- 
well, McCarty,  Wm.  McCoy,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKen- 
nan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Polk, 
Potts,  Randolph,  John  Reed,  Edward  C  Reed,  Russel, 
Semmes,  Sewall,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Slade,  Smith,  Soule,  Speight,  Standifer,  Ste- 
phens, Stewart,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas, 
Philemon  Thomas,  John  l*homson,  Tompkins,  Tracy, 
Verplanck,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Wat- 
mough,  Wayne,  Wilkin,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frederick 
Whittlesey,  Campbell  P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wil 
liams,  Worthington,  Young.— 149. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Archer, 
Arnold,  Babcock,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Bouldin, 
Carson,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor, 
Cooper,  Coulter,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis, 
Feldcr,  Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thomas  H. 
Hall,  Hawes,  Hughes,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lewis,  Mar- 
•  dis.  Mason,  McDuffie,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Plum- 
mer,  Itencher,  Roane,  Root,  Stanbery,  Wiley  'i'homp- 
son.  Weeks,  Wheeler,  Wickliffe,  Wilae.— 48. 

So  the  bill  was  finally  passed. 

l*he  question  being  on  its  title, 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  that  he  rose  to  perform  a  solemn 
duty.  The  House  was  about  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the 
States^was  about  to  bury  the  constitution:  he  asked  the 
poor  privilege  of  writing  its  epitaph.  He  then  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  title  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  its  pre- 
sent title,  and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 
**  An  act  to  subvert  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  to  establish  a  consolidated  Government  without 
limitation  of  powers,  and  to  make  the  civil  subordinate  to 
the  military  power." 

Mr.  WAYNE  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  upon  the 
Uble. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  demanded  the  previous  question,  and 
the  call  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  stood  as  folloMS:  Yeas  150,  nays  35. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  put. 


[The  main  question  was  on  agreeing  to  the  title  of  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  Mr.  McDuFrn's  propos- 
ed amendment  having  been  cut  off  by  the  affirmative  vote 
upon  the  previous  question.] 

The  question  was  accordingly  put  and  carried)  and,  in 
the  same  shape  in  which  it  passed  the  Senate,  the  bill  was 
returned  to  that  body. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the  orders  of 
the  day;  and 

All  the  orders  of  the  day  were  then,  by  successive  mo- 
tions by  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  postponed  to  to-morrow,  uu: 
til  the  Land  bill  was  reached;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W., 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  Spxakkr  calling 
Mr.  Polk  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  moved  that  the  committee  take  up 
some  appropriation  bills,  but  the  motion  was  negatived^ 
and  then,  by  a  decisive  majority,  took  up  the  bUl,  from 
the  Senate, 

TO  DISTRIBUTE  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  PUB- 
LIC LANDS. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  an  amendment,  proposing  to  lijc 
the  minimum  price  of  the  public  lands  at  one  dollar;  but 
it  was  rejectea  without  a  count. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  DUNCAN  to  set 
apart  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  public  land  in 
certain  of  the  new  States,  before  the  division  of  tlie  pro- 
ceeds should  be  made,  instead  of  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent,  as  in  the  bill.     But  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  amend  the  second  section 
thereof,  by  striking  out  the  words  which  restrict  the  ap- 
plication of  the  funds  accruing  to  the  several  States  to 
three  specified  objects,  (internad  improvement,  education, 
and  colonization,)  and  to  leave  it  to  the  States  to  apply 
the  funds  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Legislatures  thereof 
shall  direct. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  without  a  count. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  also  added  a  proviso  postponing  th« 
effect  of  the  bill  until  the  public  debt  should  have  been 
paid. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  propoaed  to  amend  tlie  bill  so  as  to 
require  the  expense  or  surveys  and  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  be  first  deducted,  before  the  distribution  should 
be  made  among  the  States.  He  made  a  short  speech  in 
support  of  this  motion,  and 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  negratived. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so 
as  to  include  Florida  in  tlie  distribution  of  the  land)  but 
it  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting, 
instead  thereof,  the  two  following  sectiops: 

**  That,  from  and  afler  the  pafsaflpe  of  this  act,  all  the 
lands  in  the  United  States  which  have  been  offered  at 
public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  have  remained  un- 
sold twenty  years  or  upwards,  sliall  be  sulyect  to  sale,  by 
private  entry,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre; 
those  which  have  been  offered  in  like  manner,  and  have 
remained  unsold  fifteen  years,  and  less  tlian  twenty  yean, 
at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  acre;  those  which  have  been 
offered  in  like  manner,  and  liave  remained  unsold  ten 
years,  and  less  than  fifteen  years,  at  the  rate  of  seventy- 
five  cents  per  acre:  and  those  which  have  been  offered 
in  like  manner,  and  have  remained  unsold  five  years,  and 
less  than  ten  years,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  acre. 

*'  Sac.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  lands 
of  the  United  Sutes  which  may  be  hereafter  offered  at 
public  sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  shall  have  rcroaiiv 
ed  unsold  five  years,  and  less  tlian  ten  years,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  sale,  by  private  entry,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
per  acre;  those  which  shall  have  remained  unsold  ten 
years,  and  less  than  fiAccn  years,  at  the  rate  of  seventy- 
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five  cents  per  acre;  those  which  shdl  have  remained  un- 
sold fifteen  years  and  less  than  twenty  years,  at  the  rate 
of  fifty  cents  per  acre;  and  those  which  shall  have  re- 
mained unsold  twenty  years,  or  upwards,  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre/' 


Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  must  appeal  to  the  sense  of  ject  to  those  States,  in  their  address  of  April  18th,  1783, 


justice  in  the  majority  of  the  House,  for  a  right  to  be 
heard  on  a  subject  so  deeply  interesting  to  his  constituents. 
He  did  not  rise  merely  for  the  purpose  of  consuming  time, 
which  he  knew,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  to  be 
very  precious.  His  object  was  to  present  to  the  House, 
in  comparison,  the  plan  contained  in  the  original  biU,  and 
that  developed  by  the  substitute  which  he  had  offered,  in 
the  form  of  an  amendment.  He  would  not,  however, 
press  the  discussion  of  the  subject  at  this  moment,  if  the 
committee  should  be  disposed  to  take  a  recess:  he  asked 
the  House  either  to  postpone  the  furtlier  consideration  of 
the  bill  until  to-morrow,  or  to  take  a  recess;  and,  in  order 
to  ascertain  its  will,  he  would  move  that  the  committee 
now  rise. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT,  of  North  Carolina,  now  moved  that  the 
House  take  a  recess  for  two  hours. 

This  motion  also  was  negatived:  Yeas  29,  nays  86. 
Mr.  CLAY  then  again  rose,  and  said  he  should  bow  to 
the  decision  of  the  House;  a  decision  which  accorded 
well  with  the  purpose  which  had  been  so  repeatedly 
manifested,  to  drive  this  bill  through,  without  allowing  it 
to  receive  that  consideration  and  discussion  which  were 
so  eminently  due  to  a  measure  of  such  magnitude.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  advert  to  his  personal  debility, 
having  recently  labored  under  severe  indisposition;  it  was 
not  his  wish  or  his  purpose  to  give  this  subject  the  go-by; 
whatever  might  be  his  inability,  mental  or  physical,  he 
should  endeavor  to  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
and  would  ^present  to  this  House  such  views  as  he  might 
be  able  to  take  of  this  very  serious  and  important  subject. 
My  proposition,  said  Mr.  C,  is  to  strike  out  this  bill, 
Send  insert  that  which  has  been  read  to  the  House. 

My  amendment,  it  will  be  seen,  contemplates  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  land  which  has  been  offered  at  auction 
and  remains  unsold,  and  a  graduation  of  the  price,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  time  it  has  been  in  market.  This  brings 
mto  review  the  merits  of  the  entire  proposition  presented 
by  the  bill. 

I  insist  and  will  maintain  that  this  bill  involves  a  breach 
of  faith,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government,  towards 
the  States  which  have  ceded  lands  to  the  Union:  that  it 
contains  more  palpable  violations  of  the  constitution  than 
any  measure  ever  brought  into  this  hall;  and,  if  it  were 
free  from  these  vital  objections,  that  the  measure  it  pro 
poses  is  in  the  highest  degree  inexpedient,  and  perpe 
trates  the  most  flagrant  injustice  to  the  younger  members 
of  this  confederacy. 

I  have  said,  and  I  repeat,  that  this  bill  involves  a  breach 
of  g^od  fkith  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  I  meant 
that  remark  to  be  heard;  and  its  truth  will  be  sustained 
by  a  recurrence  to  every  act  ef  ceadon  by  which  the 
public  domain  has  become  the  property  of  the  States  in 
g'eneral.  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  consult  these 
acts  must  perceive,  that  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  these 
hinds  as  is  proposed  by  the  bill  before  us,  would  be  a 
plain  and  palpable  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  jeopard  its  character  for  truth,  honor,  and 
justice. 

Will  gentlemen  look  back  to  the  inducements  to  ces- 
sions of^their  vacant  western  territory,  whicli  were  held 
out  by  Congress  to  the  States  having  such  claims?  The 
leading  object  or  consideration  of  a  compact  of  any  kind, 
must  afford  much  aid  in  determining  its  proper  construc- 
tion. By  recurring  to  the  journals,  it  will  be  found  that 
Congress,  as  early  as  September,  1780,  ••thought  it  ad- 
visable to  press  upon  the  States-  having  claims  to  the 
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Western  country,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  their 
territorial  claims;"  that  in  October  of  the  same  year  they 
passed  other  resolutions,  by  which  they  "fixed  condi- 
tions, to  which  the  Union  should  be  bound  on  receiving 
such  cessions;'*  that  they  ••  again  proposed  the  same  kib- 


wherein,  stating  the  national  debt,  and  expressing  their 
reliance  for  its  discharge  on  the  prospect  of  vacant  terri- 
tory," they  renewed  their  proposals  to  the  States  having 
vacant  territory.  In  April,  1784,  after  reciting  the  va- 
rious steps  which  they  had  before  taken,  on  the  same 
subject,  they  adopted  a  resolution  in  the  following  words, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  committee: 

••  Beaokedy  That  the  same  subject  be  again  presented 
to  the  attention  of  the  said  States;  that  they  be  urged  to 
consider  that  the  war  being  now  brought  to  a  happy  ter- 
mination by  the  personal  services  of  our  soldiers,  the  sup- 
plies of  property  by  our  citizens,  and  loans  of  money 
from  them  as  well  as  foreigners,  these  several  creditors 
have  a  right  to  expect  that  funds  shall  be  provided,  on 
which  they  may  rely  for  their  indemnification;  that  Con- 
gress still  consider  vacant  territory  as  an  important  re- 
source; and  that,  therefore,  the  said  States  be  earnestly 
pressed,  by  immediate  and  liberal  cessions,  to  forward 
these  neceftsary  ends,  and  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the 
Union.** 

In  this  resolution  are  summed  up  the  motives  which  in- 
duced Congress  to  ask — nay,  earnestly  to  press  and  urge — 
the  States  to  cede  their  vacant  territory;  to  raise  the 
means  of  discharging  the  national  debt,  produced  by  the 
war  for  liberty  and  independence,  which  had  been  so 
happily  terminated;  to  refund  owf  citizens,  as  well  as 
foreigners,  for  supplies  of  property,  and  loans  of  money, 
which  had  contributed  to  that  most  desirable  and  riorious 
consummation .  Congress  did  not  ask  cessions  of  uind  for 
local  objects,  but  for  those  strictly  national;  the  often 
avowed  purpose  was  to  improve  and  strengthen  the  re- 
sources of  the  General  Government  for  national  purposes, 
in  which  the  States  called  upon  to  cede  had  a  common 
interest.  Those  repeated,  pressing,  and  urgent  appli- 
cations to  the  States  at  length  prevailed;  and  it  is  only 
necessary  to  examine  the  terms  recited  in  the  various 
acts  of  cession,  to  be  satisfied  that  they  surrendered 
their  vacant  lands  only  for  the  desirable  purposes  pro- 
posed. 

Virginia  stipulated,  in  her  act  of  cession,  •«  that  all  the 
lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the  be- 
fore mentioned  purposes,  (that  is,  g^nts  to  certain  troops 
and  citizens  of  her  own,)  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  armv,  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the 
said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,"  &c. 

Georgia,  in  her  act  of  cession,  declared  ''that  all  the 
land  ceded,  &c.  be  considered  a  common  fund,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia  included." 
Each  of  these  clauses  was  followed  by  an  express  stipu- 
lation that  the  funds  arising  from  the  lands  ceded  should 
be  ''fiiithfully  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatever." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  fatigue  the  committee  by  reciting 
the  terms  of  the  several  compacts  between  other  States 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  they  are  all 
substantially  the  same. 

These  lands  were  to  be  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  of 
the  whole  Union — not  of  each,  or  any  of  the  States,  sepa- 
rately considered,  but  of  the  Government  itself.  These 
acts  contain  no  such  language  as  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
land  may  or  shall  be  distributed  equally  among  the 
States;  nor  can  I  conceive  how  it  is  possible  for  ingenuity 
itself  to  distort  the  terms  employed  in  them,  so  as  to  re- 
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concile  tbem  with  the  purpose  avowed  by  this  bill.     Did 
Georgia  ever  cede  her  vacant  territory  for  purposei  in 
which  she  was  to  have  no  common  interest  with  her  sis- 
ter States?    Surely  not.     And,  I  ask,  what  interest  has 
Georgia  in  those  several  purposes,  to  which,  according 
to  this  bill,  the  avails  of  these  lands  may  be  applied  by 
the  State  Legislatures?    We  have,  to  be  sure,  amended 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  enumeration  of  these  purposes 
as  first  proposed;  but  we  have  gone  yet  further  than  the 
bill  at  first  proposed — we  have  left  it  in  the  power  of  the 
States  to  appropriate  the  money  just  as  thev  may  deem 
most  expedient,  without  limitation  or  restriction.     There 
is  no  purpose  to  which  the  power  of  a  State  is  adequate, 
to  which  the  proceeds  of  this  domain  may  not  be  applied. 
If  the  bill  still  remained  in  its  original  shape,  the  question 
would  well  arise;  how  much  more  in  its  amended  form? 
Georgia  has  ceded  her  land  to  the  whole  United  States, 
**  Georgia  included.*'    Of  the  proceeds  of  this  land  more 
than  $400,000  annually  will,  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law, 
go  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.    Sup- 
pose that  Legislature  shall  choose  to  apply  f  100,000  of 
this  roonejr  to  the  erection  of  a  poor-house  or  a  hospital, 
has  Georgia  any  interest  in  this?    She  has  not.     How  is 
she  interested  in  a  hospital  to  be  used  by  the  citizens  of 
New  York,  more  than  in  the  promotion  of  any  other  ob- 
ject of  humanity?    What  is  a  hospital  in  New  York  more 
to  her  than  a  hospital  in  England  or  the  East  Indies? 
Again:  New  York  may  give  the  money  to  an  object  still 
more  private  and  exclusive,  in  some  remote  neighbor- 
hood of  her  extensive  territory — for  instance,  a  county 
jail  or  court-house;   has  Georgia  any  Interest  in  that? 
She  has  none.     The  domain  being  granted  as  a  common 
fund,  and  not  to  the  States  in  severalty,  such  an  applica- 
tion of  its  avails  is  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  compact, 
and  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Government.     The  same  re- 
marks will  apply  with  equal  justice  to  the  other  States 
who  ceded  their  lands.     The  terms  of  cession  may  vary, 
but  the  general  effect  is  in  all  cases  the  same.     Virginia 
granted  hers  on  the  express  condition  that  they  were  to 
constitute  a  common  fund,  as  expressly  as  Georgia  did. 
But  is  Virginia  interested  in  the  local  improvements  in 
Maine,  in  Massachusetts,  in  Georgia,  or  Alabama?  Not  at 
all:  and  to  apply  her  land  to  such  objects,  is  to  violate 
that  compact  which  it  ought  to  be  the  honorable  pride 
of  every  American  to  preserve  sacred. 

But  there  are  other  objections  to  the  biH,  arising  from 
the  terms  of  the  several  compacts,  which  goto  show  that 
the  proposed  application  of  these  funds  will  be  a  perver- 
sion of  the  purpose  of  the  donors.  Let  it  be  remember- 
ed that  I  am  speaking  now  only  of  so  much  of  the  public 
land  as  has  been  obtained  by  cession  from  the  States,  and 
not  of  that  which  has  been  otherwise  acquired.  All  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  times  when  these 
cessions  were  made,  know  what  were  the  inducements 
which  led  to  them.  Indeed,  I  have  already  shown  that  the 
lands  were  given  from  public  and  patriotic  considerations, 
and  with  a  special  view  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
Let  me  then  ask  every  considerate  and  candid  man  whe- 
ther it  is  consistent  with  the  spirit  and  ends  of  the  com- 
pact, without  consent  of  parties,  for  us  now  to  divert  the 
proceeds  to  objects  totally  different.  Shall  I  be  told  that 
the  leading  object  of  the  cession  has  been  accomplished; 
that  the  public  debt  is  paid,  and  that  we  may,  therefore, 
apply  the  proceeds  to  the  special  benefit  of  particular 
States?  If  so,  I  inquire — Has  the  public  debt  been  paid 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  these  lands?  By  no  means.  All  know 
that  the  public  domain,  thus  far,  has  not  balanced  its  own 
account;  the  lands  have  not  paid  their  own  expenses. 

According  to  an  official  report  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  last  session,  it  is  in  ar- 
rears about  eleven  nuHions  of  dollars.     This  being  the 
case,  would  it  not  be  consistent  with  the  terms  of  cession 
o  refund  the  general  treasury,  in  which  all  the  States 


are  Interested,  the  amount  which  it  was  intended  the  pub- 
lic domain  should  pay,  (embracing  both  the  public  debt 
and  its  own  costs  and  charges,)  before  the  fund  is  appro- 
priated to  any  other  purpose? 

The  question  is  not,  now  the  Government,  if  free  to 
choose,  mi|^t  prefer  to  apply  this  fund;  it  is  a  question 
of  good  faith — How  is  the  Government  bound  to  apply  it  ^ 
When  the  States  gave  their  land  for  a  specific  object,  and 
that  obiect  has  not  been  accomplished,  can  the  Govern- 
ment direct  the  grant  to  other  objects?  I  deny  that  it 
can.  Virginia  would  never  have  given  away  her  vast 
regions  in  the  West,  but  for  the  sake  of  enabling  the  Go- 
vernment to  pay  its  just  debts,  and  especially  that  debt, 
more  sacred  than  all  others,  which  may  almost  be  consi- 
dered the  price  of  our  liberty.  Georgia  would  never 
have  surrendered  the  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  acres, 
now  constituting  the  States  of  Alabama  and  MisMSsippi,  to 
receive,  in  return,  her  nine  shares  out  of  two  hundred 
and  forty.  Their  object,  and  that  of  all  the  other  States 
which  made  similar  grants,  was  to  pay  the  national  debt, 
to  enrich  the  national  treasury,  to  exalt  their  common 
country,  and  benefit  her  in  those  thinn  in  which  each 
had  a  common  interest— not  to  be  appbed  to  the  local 
purposes  of  any.  To  test  the  soundness  of  this  view,  I 
ask  each  member  of  the  committee  to  put  the  question  to 
himself— to  appeal  to  his  own  bosom.  Did  either  of  the 
States  which  made  grants  of  lands  to  the  United  States 
ever  contemplate  such  an  appropriation  of  her  bounty  aa 
that  now  proposed^  Can  any  man  answer  this  question  in 
the  affirmative?   I  cannot  believe  there  is  one. 

But,  sir,  there  are  other  objections  to  this  bill.  I  inti- 
mated, in  the  outset  of  my  remarks,  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, this  bill  proposed  more  violations  of  the  constitution 
than  any  one  measure  which  I  had  ever  seen  introduced 
into  this  hall.  I  may  be  mistaken— I  do  not  claim  to  be 
infallible;  but,  if  I  understand  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, this  measure  will  violate  them  most  grossly. 

The  position  may  be  safely  assumed,  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  do  that  indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly. 
If  the  Government  cannot  appropriate  money,  constitu- 
tionally, to  a  given  object,  it  cannot  grant  money  to  a 
State  to  be  applied  to  the  same  object. 

An  attempt  has  been  made,  however,  to  render  the  bill 
more  palatable  to  those  who  entertained  constitutional 
scruples  in  regard  to  its  provisions  as  it  came  from  the  Se- 
nate, by  an  amendment.     It  may  be  well,  here,  to  notice 
that  amendment,  and  see  how  ftr  it  is  calculated  to  obvi- 
ate such  objections.   As  it  came  from  the  Senate,  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  several  States  were  only  authorized  to 
apply  their  respective  distributive  shares  •*  to  such  ob- 
jects of  education,  internal  improvement,  colonization  of 
free  persons  of  color,  or  reimoursement  of  any  existing 
debt   contracted  for  internal  improvement,  ^  the  said 
Lenslatures  might  severally  designate  and  authorize."  It 
will  be  perceived  that  this  enumeration  of  objects  was 
restrictive  upon  the  Slate  Legislatures;  they  could  only 
have  applied  the  money  to  those  three  classes  of  object*. 
On  the  presumption,  I  suppose,  that  some  would  consi- 
der the  clause  imperative  on  the  SUte  Legislatures  to 
violate  the  constitution  in  the  appropriation  of  the  money 
to  some  one  of  the  objects  enumerated,  and,  therefore, 
vote  against  the  measure,  a  motion  was  made,  and  carri- 
ed, to  strike  out  the  clause  so  fiir  as  regarded  the  speci- 
fication  of  objects  to  which  the  money  might  be  applied. 
The  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to  remove  all  restriction, 
and  permit  the  Legislatures  to  apply  the  shares  of  the 
fund  allotted  to  them  respectively,  ••  to  such  objects  as 
they  may  severally  designate  and  authorize."    They  are 
no  longer  restricted  to  education,  internal  improvement, 
and  colonization  of  free  persons  of  color,  but  may  "de- 
signate and  authorize"  these,  and  any,  and  all  other  ob- 
jects within  the  scope  of  SUte  legislation  for  tlic  applica- 
tion of  the  funds.     Eich  of  the  objects,  originally  enu- 
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mcrated  in  the  bill,  are  within  the  ranpe  of  State  legisla- 
tionj  consequently  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  money 
to  be  distributed  cannot  yet  be  applied  to  them,  as  well  as 
to  any  other.  Under  this  view,  I  confess,  I  was  much  sur- 
prised that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Barbour] 
(who  professed  to  favor  a  strict  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution) rose,  when  the  motion  was  made  for  the  amend- 
ment, and  expressed  a  hope  that  it  would  prevail,  as  he 
could  not  otherwise  vote  for  the  bill.  1  then  suggested 
to  the  committee  and  the  gentleman,  that,  so  for  from 
obviating  the  objection  of  unconstitutionality,  the  amend- 
ment rendered  it  stronger;  that  it  would  give  to  the  States 
a  wider  range,  and  allow  them  unlimited  scope  for  every 
sort  of  loose  and  unconstitutional  legislation.  I  still 
think  so. 

Sir,  as  the  bill  remains  obnoxious  to  all  the  objections 
which  applied  to  it,  in  its  original  form,  besides  the  thou- 
sand others  to  which  the  amendment  may  give  rise,  let  us 
consider  some  of  them.     Take,  for  example,  internal  im- 
provement.    A  large  portion  of  the  nation  have  objected 
to  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment as  unconstitutional,  even  in  its  most  imposing  form. 
If  appropriations  for  such  objects,  though  even  called 
«*  national?"  improvements  of  a  nature  to  promote  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  large  districts  of  country,  faci- 
liUtmg  mtercourse  between  quarters  of  the  Union  remote 
from  each  other;  if  appropriations  for  objects  of  such  ge- 1 
ncral  interest  were  questioned,  for  the  want  of  power  in 
the  General  Government,  what  can  be  said  in  justification 
of  a  measure  which  puts  in  the  hands  of  the  different 
States  millions  of  dollars  annually,  which  may  be  applied 
to  purposes  merely  local?    Under  the  amended  form  of 
the  bill,  the  State  Legislatures  have  power  to  apply  the 
money  to  any  object  of  internal  improvement  they  hap. 
pen  to  desire.     They  are  only  restrained  by  their  own 
exclusive  judgment  or  discretion.     If  we  bestow  money 
on  a  SUte,  out  of  this  "  common  fund,"  for  her  to  apply 
to  objects  in  which  neither  the  nation,  nor,  perhaps,  any 
other  State  has  a  common  interest,  is  it  not  just  as  uncon- 
stitutional as  if  we  granted  the  money  to  these  objects 
ourselves?    No  man  can  answer  this  question  in  the  nega- 
tive, and  do  himself  justice.     Let  us  Uke  Pennsylvania, 
With  her  share  of  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
May  not  she  appropriate  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
make  a  road  one  mile  in  length  ?    May  not  she  lay  out  her 
entire  portion  of  this  "common  fund"  on  a  railroad  from 
Philadelphia  to  some  coal  mine  ?    Wliat  interest  have  the 
other  States  in  such  a  railroad?    There  is  nothing  to  re- 
strain her.    It  would  be  an  improvement,  and,  doubtless, 
very  useful  to  her,  but  it  is  not  an  object  of  a  national 
Character,  nor  one  in  which  the  other  States  have  any 
common  interest.     Instead  of  expanding  the  discreUon  of 
the  State  Legislatures  under  this  bill,  as  we  have  done  by 
the  amendment  of  which  I  have  spoken,  it  would  have 
been  more  conformable  to  the  oath  we  took  at  that  desk, 
so  to  have  limited,  as  to  have  restrained  it,  if  possible,  to 
objecte  purely  national.    It  has  been  questioned  by  many 
or  the  roast  sound  and  able  politicians  of  the  country, 
whether  the  General  Government  can  make  a  canal  or 
road  of  any  kind;  it  has  been  denied  that,  but  for  the 
compact  with  the  new  SUtes,  it  could  have  made  the 
Cumberland  road,  extending  through  some  half  dozen  of 
the  States,  and  opening  a  channel  of  communication  be- 
tween  the  vast  regions  of  the  West  and  the  Atlantic  com- 
mercial  cities;  yet  we  are  called  upon,  by  the  proposed 
measure,  to  assert  the  power  in  this  Government  to  dc 
sccnd  to  the  mwt  minute  local  objects  which  come  within 
the  sphere  of  State  legislation. 

Again,  sir,  suppose  one  of  the  purposes  to  which  the 
State  Legislatures  may  think  proper  to  apply  this  money 
should  be  the  colonization  of  free  persons  of  color,  as  ori- 
ginally  intended— and  there  is  nothing  in  this  bill  to  pre- 
vent It— 1  demand  your  authority,  under  the  federal  con- 


stitution,  to  appropriate  money  for  such  an  object.  Is  it 
to  be  found  in  the  specified  powers?  or  is  it  among  the 
incidental  powers  <*  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
execution"  those  which  are? '  If  so,  I  hope  some  gentle- 
man who  advocates  the  bill  will  po'nt  me  to  tho  article, 
section,  or  clause  in  which  it  may  be  found,  or  to  give 
effect  to  which  it  is  essential.  Until  this  is  done,  I  can- 
not surrender  the  opinion  that  it  can  neither  be  drawn 
from  the  face  of  the  constitution,  nor  from  its  history.  It 
may  be  safely  aflSrmed  that  this  is  not  among  the  powers 
expressly  granted,  and,  I  think,  may  as  safely  defy  any 
friend  of  the  measure  to  show  that  it  is  incidental  to  any 
of  them. 

Sir,  whilst  I  feel  ready  to  acknowledge  all  the  legitimate 
powers  of  this  Government,  I  deny  that  we  have  any  power 
to  colonize  free  blacks;  and  1  maintain,  if  we  give  this 
power,  or  the  means  of  exercising  it,  to  the  States,  we 
violate  the  constitution  through  their  agency.     I  never 
doubted  that  a  State  could  send  free  blacks  out  of  the 
country,  with  their  own  consent,  to  any  part  of  the  world; 
the  objection  is  to  the  power  of  this  Government  to  fur- 
nish them  funds  for  the  purpose.     The  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stewart,]  who  is  one  of  the  list  to 
deny  any  power  which  it  may,  in  his  judgment,  be  con- 
venient to  exercise;  who  is  one  of  the  class  of  **  general 
I  welfare"  politicians;  who  always  shows  great  perspicacity 
in  discovering  any  thing  that  is  either  for  the  general 
welfare  or  his  own,  seemed  to  congratulate  himself  on  the 
success  of  the  motion  to  strike  out  this  clause;  but,  what- 
ever may  be  its  effect  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  has 
only  rendered  it  more  obnoxious;  it  has  opened  an  inter- 
minable field.     I  was  sorry  to  see  the  clause  stricken  out, 
on  more  accounts  than  one — chiefly  for  this  reason,  that, 
since  the  amendment,  the  dangerous  character  of  the  bill 
is  not  80  distinctly  held  up  to  the  eyes  of  the  people;  it 
does  not  come  to  the  apprehension  of  every  one  as  it  did 
in  its  ori^nal  shape;  its  glaring  and  palpable  violations  of 
the  constitution  are  less  readily  seen.     Had  the  original 
clause  remained,  there  would  not  have  been  a  man  in  the 
South  who  would  not  have  revolted  at  the  dangerous  and 
unwarrantable  assumption  of  power  at  first  sight;  but  now 
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the  mischievous  tendency  of  the  bill  nnay,  and  will,  escape 
the  observation  of  those  who  are  not  accustomed  to  exa- 
mine such  questions. 

Sir,  I  may  be  sensitive  on  this  subject;  I  acknowledge 
lam;  and  every  other  Southern  man,  who  has  listened  to 
the  arguments  and  doctrines  advanced  here,  ought  to  be 
so.  Why  this  ceaseless  anxiety  to  agitate  the  subject  of 
slave  labor  and  colonization?  The  tariff  cannot  be  dis- 
cussed without  arraying  white  labor  against  slave  labor. 
The  reduction  of  duties  is  said  to  involve  the  question; 
and  it  is  openly  maintained  that  it  is  not  only  within  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  Government  to  protect  manu- 
factures, but,  because  they  are  the  productions  of  white 
labor,  that  it  is  also  right  and  proper.  Would  it  not,  on 
the  same  principle,  be  equally  within  the  competency  of 
the  Federal  Government,  if  the  Southern  people  were  to 
employ  the  labor  of  their  slaves  in  manufactures,  to  give 
bounties,  or  lay  discriminating  duties,  in  favor  of  that 
portion  fabricated  by  white  meiv?  Do  not  such  argu- 
ments involve  the  proposition  that  a  pound  of  cotton,  or  a 
yard  of  cloth,  is  enhanced  or  diminished  in  value  by  tlic 
complexion  of  the  laborers  employed  in  producing  them? 

Such  views  may  appear  too  monstrous  and  absurd  to  be 
ascribed  to  any  individual  on  this  floor,  but  they  are,  ne- 
vertheless,  all  implied  in  the  single  proposition  that  free 
labor  ought  to  be  protected  and  encouraged  in  oppoatton 
to  slave  labor.  That  doctrine  has  been  repeatedly  and 
openly  avowed  by  members  of  this  House.  Indeed,  the 
argument  has  been  openly  mainUined  that  slavery  is  in- 
compatible with  the  general  welfare.  If  this  doctrine  be 
esublished,  what  more  is  necessary,  with  those  who  be- 
lieve that  this  Government  can  do  every  thing  that  will 
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promote  "  the  general  welfare,"  to  authorize,  or  to  in- 
duce them  to  unaertake  the  abolition  of  slavery  ? 

Sir,  it  cannot  be  controverted  that  abolition  is  the  ulti- 
mate purpose  of  colonization,  at  least,  with  many  who 
are  engaged  in  effectuating  the  latter.     If  my  ears  did 
not  greatly  deceive  me,  (and  those  of  other  gentlemen 
must  equally  have  deceived  them,)  I  heard  a  distinguish- 
ed member  of  the  Colonization  Society,  in  a  public  ad 
dress  made  some  twelve  months  ago,  m  effect  declare 
his  belief  that  Providence  was  preparing  the  way  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  great  object  of  the  society,  the 
abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  Union.     The  same  in- 
dividual alluded  to  an  unfortunate  affair  which  happened 
about  eighteen  months  ago,  in  Southampton,  Virginia,  as 
one  of  the  means  which  Providence,  in  infinite  wisdom 
and  beneficence,  had  employed  for  the  advancement  of 
this  object.     Such  impious  and  unwarrantable  language 
is  boldly  used  already — and  what  is  to  follow?  As  regards 
our  legislation  on  the  subject,  colonization  is  but  the  first 
step.    If  we  can  appropriate  money  to  colonize  those 
who  are  free,  why  not  those  who  are  slaves,  including  the 
price  of  their  emancipation,  to  be  fixed  by  those  who 
have  no  interest  in  them  ?  If  one  power  be  constitutional, 
why  not  the  other?    If  one  can  be  derived  from  the  con- 
stitution, so  can  the  other;  for  it  will  be  as  easy  to  prove 
to  such  as  wish  to  be  convinced,  that  one  is  demanded  by 
the  **  genera!  welfare,"  as  well  as  the  other. 

I  have  heard  much,  sir,  within  the  last  three  years,  of 
the  danger  of  a  dissolution  of  this  Union — an  event  which 
all  profess  (I  trust  sincerely)  to  deprecate  as  the  worst  of 
national  evils.  If  any  thing  is  calculated,  more  certainly 
than  all  others,  to  produce  such  a  calamity,  not  only  to 
our  own  country,  but  to  all  mankind,  it  is  lej^slation  upon 
this  subject.  Let  an  appropriation  l>e  made  m  aid  of  colo- 
nization, and  we  shall  hereafter  hear]  it  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate money  to  purchase  and  colonize  our  slaves.  In 
defending  such  a  proposition,  how  easy  will  it  be  to  eitethis 
very  measure  (should  it  become  a  law)  as  a  precedent— 
as,  in  effect,  granting  three  millions  of  dollars  annually 
for  the  same  object?  It  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to 
show,  to  the  satisfaction  of  some,  by  the  kind  of  logic  to 
which  I  allude,  that  colonization  and  abolition  are  natu- 
rally and  closely  connected — to  identify  them  as  alike  ne- 
cessary, nay,  indispensable,  to  the  **  general  welfare." 
Sir,  I  gpreatly  fear  that  this  will  be  the  result  of  this  first 
step  in  this  species  of  legislation;  and  when  such  a  state 
of  things  is  presented,  it  will,  indeed,  be  time  for  the 
South  to  decide  the  question  af  Union  or  slavery.  If  they 
are  true  to  themselves,  and  have  any  regard  to  their  rights 
of  property,  they  never  can  submit  to  any  such  unwar- 
rantable intermeddling  on  the  part  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment. 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood  upon  this  subject.  I  am 
no  enemy  of  the  plan  of  transporting  and  colonizing  our 
free  black  population,  properly  conducted.  It  belong^ 
legitimately  to  the  States,  and  to  the  ])eople — not  to  the 
Federal  Government.  Let  our  State  Legislatures  and  our 
colonization  societies  effectuate  the  purpose  (as  I  trust  in 
God  they  may)  with  their  own  means,  and  such  aid  as 
they  may  derive  from  individuals,  but  let  them  not  call 
on  this  Government  for  assistance;  and,  if  called  upon, 
let  it  not  interfere  with  this  delicate  and  danp^erous  sub- 
ject. It  was  one  of  the  main  objects  of  this  hill,  and, 
though  sought  to  be  concealed  by  the  amendment  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  it  is  still  so.  Though  hidden  from 
the  untutored  eye,  the  poison  still  remains,  and  is  not  the 
less  dangerous. 

But  the  dividend  of  a  State  may  also  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  education.  I  might  here,  again,  ask  for  the 
power  under  the  constitution,  either  express  or  im- 
plied,^ for  this  Government  to  appropriate  money  for  such 
an  object.  It  is,  perhaps,  tnie  that  the  idea  of  a  national 
university  has  been  suggested  by  different  individuals. 


and,  probably,  by  one  whose  memory  we  all  venerate  f 
but  I  am  glad  the  advocates  of  such  a  measure  have  hi- 
therto been  (and  I  trust  ever  will  be)  too  few  to  indicate 
any  prospect  of  its  success.     Have  we  any  more  power 
to  establish  a  college  than  a  country  school  ?    Have  we 
more  power,  or  would  there  be  more  propriety  in  facili- 
tating the  education  of  one  class  than  another?    The  only 
power  over  subjects  of  this  nature,  granted  to  us  by  the 
constitution,  is  '*to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and 
useful  arts  by  securing,  for  limitea  terms,  to  authors  and 
inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  writings 
and  discoveries."    This  being  the  only  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution in  which  any  power  is  given  to  us  over  the  sub- 
ject of  **  science,"  and  this  limiting  us  to  securing  the 
rights  of  «  authors  and  inventors, '^  according  to  all  rules 
of  construction,  implies  a  negative  upon  the  exercise  of 
any  other  power  over  the  same  subject.     Sir,  I  well  re- 
member the  sensation  produced  in  Alabama,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, generally  throughout  the  Union,  by  a  proposition 
of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  for  toe  erection 
of  a  national  observatory,  or  *•  light-house  of  the  skies," 
as  he  thought  proper  to  call  it.  Was  there  not  among  the 
people,  in  regard  to  this  proposition,  a  general  sentiment 
of  disapprobation  ?  Was  it  not  denounced  as  an  attempted 
usurpation  of  power?    Yet  this  was  a  subject  intimately- 
connected  with  science,  and  the  power,  at  least,  as  recon- 
cilable to  thc^  constitution  as  that  now  proposed.     I  may 
be  told  there  is  precedent  for  this  kind  of  appropriation 
in  the  post  legislation  of  Congress;  that  grants  of  land  for 
education  have  been  made,  extensively,  to  the  new  States. 
I  agree  that  such  grants  have  been  made,  but  thepr  are 
distinguishable  from  the  kind  of  appropriation  originally 
proposed  in  this  bill,  and  which  remains  unchanged  by 
the  amendment  of  which  1  have  spoken.    These  grants 
are  connected  with  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands^ 
they  tend  to  facilitate  their  sales  at  improved  prices,  and 
the  increase  of  price,  in  consequence,  is  a  full  equivalent. 
Whether  we  regard  tlie  grant  of  land  for  State  semina- 
ries, or  of  sixteenth  sections  for  township  schools,  the 
effect,  obviously,  is  to  enhance  tlie  prices  of  the  remain- 
ing portion,  and  accelerate  sales.     Would  not  almost  any 
man  purchase  more  readily,  and  rive  a  higher  price  than 
he  otherwise  would,  for  a  tract  of  land  within  a  township 
in  which  a  section  of  good  land  is  reserved  for  tlie  sup- 
port  of  schools?  When  those  sixteenth  sections  are  fertile, 
as  many  of  then»  are,  they  furnish  the  means  of  meeting 
all  the  necessary  expenses  of  ordinary  education.     The 
same  reasoning  apphes,  with  equal  force,  to  land  granted 
for  State  seminaries.     An  individual,  desiring  to  educate 
his  sons  liberally,  would  give  a  better  price  lor  land  in  a 
State  having  an  institution  of  that  grade,  already  well  en- 
dowed, than  if  no  such  grant  had  been  made.     Indepen- 
dent of  these  considerations,  the  new  States  have  give* 
an  ample  equivalent  on  their  admission,  in  surrendering, 
by  their  respective  compacts,  all  claim  to  the  unappro- 
priated public  domain  within  their  limits,  and  their  right 
to  tax  the  same  while  it  remains  unsold,  and  for  five  years 
thereafter.     Nor  can  any  appropriation  which  may  have 
been  made  for  the  support  of^a  college  in  this  District  be 
relied  on  as  a  precedent.    It  might  be,  at  least,  plausibly 
distinguished  on  the  ground  relied  on  by  many  gentlemen 
of  high  and  distinguished  reputation,  that  Congress  is  the 
local  Legislature  of  the  ten  miles  square,  and  has,  within 
the  District,  all  the  powers  of  a  State  Legislature.    But 
if  these  were  precedents,  I  do  not  mean  to  admit  that  one 
violation  of  the  constitution  would  justify  another.    The 
power  of  the  States,  however,  was  not  limited  by  the  bill, 
in  its  original  form,  (much  less  is  it  now,)  to  the  erection 
and  endowment  of  institutions  interesting  to  tlie  whole 
Union,  or  even  to  a  whole  State.  It  is  not  restrained  even 
to  a  State  college  or  university;  it  reaches  to  local  insti- 
tutions—academies, free  schools,  and  village  seminaries. 
Are  you  prepared  to  give  to  this  Government,  whose 
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J>ower8  I  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  general,  and 
or  objects  chiefly  external,  a  power  like  this?  Can  any 
n)an  concede  it  who  does  not  believe  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  be  like  the  British  Parliament — omni- 
potent? 

Sir,  the  objections  to  the  bill,  which  I  have  already  no- 
ticed, existed  against  it  in  every  shape  it  came  from  the 
Senate.  All  restriction  having  been  removed  by  the 
amendment  of  the  committee,  let  us  see  to  what  other 
objects  these  funds  may  be  applied.  Is  there  any  State, 
county,  or  parish  purpose  to  which  they  may  not?  Un- 
der the  bill,  in  its  amended  form,  they  are  '<  to  be  ap- 
plied, by  the  Legislatures  of  the  said  States,  to  such  ob- 
jects as  the  said  Legislatures  may  severally  designate  and 
authorize."  What  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  **may 
designate  and  authorize,"  are  the  objects  to  which  we 
authorize  the  application  ^  or,  in  language  equally  true, 
are  the  objects  to  which  we,  through  the  agency  of  the 
States,  appropriate  the  funds  of  the  nation .  Hay  not  a 
State  Legislature,  consistently  with  the  terms  of  the  grant, 
apply  these  funds  to  the  erection  of  a  State  prison,  a 
county  court-house  or  jail,  a  poor-house,  or  to  any  other 
State  or  local  purpose:  Can  it  be  denied?  If  it  be,  I  in- 
quire, on  what  ground?  Where  is  the  restriction,  except 
the  Judgment  or  discretion  of  the  State  Legislature?  It  is 
obvious  that  the  fund  allotted  to  any  State  may  be  appro- 
priated to  any  object  of  State  expenditure  whatever.  It 
may  be  used  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the 
local  Government — even  the  payment  of  its  officers,  exe- 
cutive, legislative,  and  judicial.  Sir,  temptation  is  dan- 
gerous, even  to  Governments.  Suppose  we  show  to  the 
different  State  Governments  that  their  respective  shares, 
in  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
will  defray  all  their  expenditures  for  State  purposes;  and  i  which  direct  taxation  is  most  unpopular,  and  whose  Go 


collecting  taxes,  through  this  Government,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  being  again  distributed  among  the  States. 
Yet  such  a  principle  is  recognised  by  this  bill.  In  effect, 
it  assumes  that  the  General  Government  has  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  which  may  be  distributed  among  the 
States,  to  be  by  them  employed  on  such  local  as  well  as 
general  objects,  as  they  may  think  proper.  Indeed,  this 
very  bill  proposes  to  carry  out  the  principle.  All  the 
public  domain  has  not  been  obtained  by  donation,  or  ces- 
sion from  the  States.  Louisiana  cost  us  about  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  Florida  about  five  millions  more,  (to 
sa^  nothingofthe  amount  expended  for  the  extinguishment 
of  Indian  titles,)  which  sums  were  paid  out  of  the  trea- 
sury of  the  Union,  and  originally  raised  by  taxation.  That 
the  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  to  which  1  have  just  allud- 
ed, were  first  converted  into  land,  and  again  converted 
into  money,  makes  no  difference;  it  would  be  a  mere 
quibble  for  the  friends  of  this  measure  to  seek  to  extri- 
cate themselves  on  that  ground. 

If,  sir,  such  principles  shall  be  tolerated,  where  is  the 
security — where  is  the  ground  of  hope  for  that  portion  of 
tlie  Union  which  has  so  long  been  complaining  under  the 
oppressions  of  federal  legislation?  The  General  Govern- 
ment will  be  converted  into  a  mere  machine,  to  raise  funds 
for  any  and  every  purpose  that  may  enter  the  heads  of 
those  who  can  move  it.  An  irresponsible  majority  may 
conclude  that  this  is  the  most  convenient  mode  of  raising 
revenue  for  all  purposes.  The  temptation  to  lay  taxes 
which  shall  operate  directlv  in  favor  of  the  interests  of 
those  who  vote  for  them,  is  m  its  nature  too  strong  to  be 
resisted.  We  have  seen  the  truth  of  this  proposition  too 
oflen  demonstrated  here,  for  it  to  be  now  questioned. 
We  have  seen  the  representatives  from  those  States  in 


that  it  happens,  as  is  no  doubt  oflen  the  case,  that  raising 
revenue  for  these  purposes  by  direct  taxation  of  their 
constituents  is  unpopular,  will  there  not  be  a  strong  temp- 
tation to  persevere  in  this  system  of  distribution,  so  far  as 
to  raise  money  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  Govern- 
ment, for  that  purpose  alone?  By  a  publication  which  I 
have  seen,  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  expendi- 
tures in  Vermont,  for  the  year  ending  in  October  last, 
was  sixty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
dollars  and  ninety  cents,  while  her  estimated  share  in  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  is  fif\y-nine  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-Bve  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents. 
By  the  same  publication,  the  total  amount  of  expenditures 
in  Bhode  Island,  for  the  year  ending  in  May  last,  was 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars;  her  share  of  the  same  fund 
would  be  twenty  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  twelve  cents.  The  same  authority  shows 
the  total  amount  of  expenditures  in  Connecticut,  for  the 
year  ending  31st  of  March  last,  was  sixty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  fifly-eigbt  cents, 
while  her  distributive  share  will  be  sixty-three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 
These  three  States  may  serve  as  specimens,  without  ex- 
hausting your  patience  by  further  recitals:  in  two  of  them, 
their  respective  annual  expenditures  exceed,  by  small 
amounts,  their  estimated  distributive  portion  of  the  fund 
in  question;  in  the  other,  (Connecticut,)  her  share  would 
•  exceed  her  expenditures.  Now  those  States,  and  proba- 
bly most  of  the  others,  might  very  readily  adapt  their  ex- 
penditures to  their  receipts  from  this  source;  and,  I  ask, 
when  they  could  thus  get  clear  of  all  necessity  for  taxa- 
tion at  home,  whether  the  temptation  to  such  a  course 
would  not  be  too  strong  for  probable  resistance. 

Many  men  revolt  at  the  proposition  of  even  distributing 
the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States,  to  be  applied  to 
objects  in  which  the  Union,  in  genera],  has  no  concern; 
and,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  distinguished  author  of  this  mea- 
sure himself  has  treated  it  not  only  with  disapprobation, 
but  derision.    How  much  more  would  they  complain  of 


vernments  are  the  most  rigidly  economical — representa- 
tives from  districts  of  the  Union  where  individual  econo* 
my  is  carried  to  the  greatest  extreme — most  prodigal  in 
voting  away  extravagant,  and,  as  I  have  often  thought, 
unnecessary  appropriations. 

Sir,  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this  sub* 
ject  presents  itself,  which  is  worthy  of  the  most  serious 
consideration  of  this  body;  especially  of  those  who  pro- 
fess an  ardent  desire  to  get  rid  of  taxation,  and  reduce 
the  revenue  to  the  real  wants  of  the  Government.  I  al- 
lude to  the  amount  proposed  by  this  measure  to  be  ab« 
stracted  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  while  it 
is  to  remun  charged  with  all  the  expenses  of  purchasing, 
surveying,  and  selling  the  public  lands.  A  proposition 
was  made  to  amend  this  bill,  so  as  to  defray  all  these  ex- 
penditures out  of  the  proceeds,  before  their  distribution i 
but  how  was  it  treated^  Most  unceremoniously  reiected! 
Have  gentlemen  examined,  or  will  they  examine,  the  pub- 
lic documents,  which  throw  light  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject?  It  is  only  necessary  to  recur  to  a  report  made 
within  less  than  a  month  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, responsive  to  a  call  made  on  him  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  to  see  that  the  annual  average  expenditure 
for  surveying  and  selling  the  public  lands,  including  the 
salaries  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  others,  amounts  to  little  short  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  To  that  sum  may  be  added  the 
amount  paid  annually  to  the  several  Indian  tribes  for  the 
purchases  which  have  heretofore  been  made,  and  con- 
tinue to  be  made  every  year.  The  precise  amount  I 
am,  at  this  moment,  unable  to  state,  but  it  will  be  safe  to 
assume  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Here, 
then,  are  to  be  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
annually  charged  upon  the  revenue,  raised  by  taxation, 
besides  withdrawing  the  estimated  sum  of  three  millions, 
annually  produced  by  sales,  which  should  properly  come 
in  aid  of  other  sources  of  revenue,  and  rt-lieve  us  from 
taxation  to  that  amount.  Yet  we  should  doubtless  be 
told  by  many  of  the  fi  lends  of  this  measure,  that  our  bur- 
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dens  ought  to  be  reduced;  that  the  revenue  should  be 
brouffht  down  to  the  lowest  possible  standard;  that  it 
should  be  limited  to  the  actual  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment, economically  administered!  Sir,  can  gentlemen 
be  candid  in  such  professions,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sup- 
port a  measure  so  contradictory  to  them?  Is  it  prudent 
to  abstract  so  much  from  the  treasury  before  any  experi- 
ment has  been  made  of  the  result  of  the  new  tariff? 
Would  it  not  be  wiser  to  pause — ^to  wait  two  or  three 
years — ^and  see  what  effect  that  law  will  have  upon  the 
revenue?  Again :  at  what  time  is  this  extraordinary  mea- 
sure proposed?  When  the  country  is  agitated,  as  it  has 
been  for  some  ^ears,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  on  ac- 
count of  excessive  and  unequal  taxation;  when  the  near 
approach  of  the  total  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt 
had  raised  our  hopes  and  expectations  of  relief;  at  such 
a  time,  is  this  large  amount  of  the  ordinary  means  of 
supporting  Government  to  be  abstracted.  It  is  emphati 
callv  a  tariff  measure;  it  is  the  pretext  for  higher  rates  of 
duties,  and  a  larger  amount  of  revenue,  through  their 
medium;  it  Is  the  very  reverse  of  what  was  reasonably  to 
have  been  expected;  it  is  calculated  to  heighten  still 
more  the  excitement,  already  fearful,  and  to  jeopard  still 
more  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  the  durability  of  our 
institutions.  I  am  aware  that  this  is  no  argument  with 
some  members  of  this  House.  It  is  none  with  those  who 
would  refuse  to  cut  off  six  millions  of  unnecessary  taxa- 
tion; none  with  those  who  would  incur  the  perils  and 
hazards  of  civil  war  to  extort  this  unnecessary  amount 
from  forty-nine-fiftieths  of  the  anti-tariff  portion  of  our 
population,  on  the  pretended  account  of  the  indiscretion 
or  rashness  of  one-fiftieth;  none  with  such  as  are  capa- 
ble of  adding  fuel  to  the  flame  which  already  threatens 
to  consume  us  by  a  deliberate,  preconceived  attempt  to 
drag  into  the  discussion  of  that  subject  the  slave  ques- 
tion. But  1  trust  such  arguments  will  have  their  proper 
influence  with  the  friends  of  justice — with  men  of  honor 
and  patriotism.  I  think  they  must  have  their  influence 
with  those  who  regard  the  purity  of  this  Government, 
and  wish  to  preserve  from  impurity  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  its  legislation.  For  my  own  part,  if  1  desired  to 
ensure  the  corruption  of  Congress,  and  at  the  same  time 
an  undue  dependence  of  the  States  upon  the  General  Go- 
vernment— if  I  wished  to  increase  the  power  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  to  weaken  and  degrade  the  former — I  would 
desire  no  better  means  than  such  a  policy  as  tliis  bill  pro- 
poses, or  a  large  surplus  revenue  for  our  yearly  bargain- 
ings and  Bcraniblings.  As  regards  a  <*  distribution  of  the 
Surplus  revenue,"  1  entertain  the  same  opinion  I  expressed 
on  an  occasion  somewhat  memorable,  near  three  years 
ago,  *<the  best  and  fairest  mode  is  to  leave  it  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people— the  rightful  owners."* 

Sir,  the  true  policy  of  the  Government,  either  regard- 
ing its  pecuniary  interest  or  the  welfare  of  its  citizens,  is 
embraced  in  my  amendment — ^to  reduce  and  graduate  the 
price  of  the  public  land  according  to  the  time  it  may 
have  been  in  market.  1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  my 
amendment  is  precisely  right  in  its  details;  the  time  be- 
tween one  reduction  and  another  is  unnecessarily  long; 
my  purpose  was  to  render  it  more  acceptable.  It  would, 
in  my  opinion,  be  better,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  make 
every  reduction  in  half  the  time  proposed.  Two  years, 
or  two  and  a  half,  instead  of  Ave  years,  for  instance,  would 
be  long  enough  to  offer  It  at  the  present  minimum,  before 
it  is  reduced  to  one  dollar  per  acre;  and  the  like  period 
before  it  is  reduced  to  seventy-five  cents  per  acre,  &c. 
But  the  principle  of  my  amendment,  regulating  the  re- 
duction by  the  length  of  time  tlie  land  may  have  been 
in  market,  is  the  most  safe  and  proper  one;  unless  prices  had 
been  graduated  according  to  quality  in  the  first  instance. 

Against  the  present  system,  the  Legislatures  and  peo- 


*  At  II  public  dmneri  on  the  birthdny  of  Mr.  Jrffcrson. 


pie  of  the  new  States  have  again  and  again  remonstrated. 
They  have  year  afler  year,  at  least  &r  the  last  ten  or 
twelve,  represented  to  Congress,  most  earnestly  and  most 
respectfully,  through  their  memorials,  the  injustice  and 
the  absurdity   of  holding  all  lands,  without  regarding 
quality  or  locality,  at  the  same  fixed  price.    They  have 
urfi^ed  investigation  into  the  operation  of  the  system,  not 
only  in  the  mode  alluded  to,  but  through  their  represen- 
tatives on   this  floor;   but  no  investigation  before  this 
House  has  yet  been  permitted.     Is  it  not  due  to  these 
young  States,  which  have  so  long  and  so  earnestly  en- 
treated the  Government  to  reduce  the  price  of  its  lands, 
to  give,  at  least,  a  deliberate  hearing  to  the  proposition  T 
have  offered?    Is  the  request,  that  we  may  be  heard,  un- 
reasonable?   Or  is  the  plan  of  graduating  the  price  of 
land,  somewhat  according  to  vsuue,  so  abhorrent,  as  to 
be  repelled  at  first  sight?    I  cannot  believe  that  any  one 
would  be  80  reckless  as  to  assert  or  maintain  the  ab- 
stract proposition,  that  all  lands,  rich  or  poor;  that  sandy 
pine  barrens  and  river  low  grounds;  or  that  sterile  moun- 
tains and  fertile  plains,  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
footinc^  as  to  price.     Yet  a  refusal  to  vary  the  price  in 
accordance  with  such  considerations,  and,  still  more,  a  re- 
fusal to  consider  the  policy  and  propriety  of  such  varia- 
tion, amounts  to  nothing  less.     It  appears  from  official 
returns  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  different 
land  offices  in  1828 — and  1  adverted  to  the  fact,  when  1 
had  the  honor  to  submit  some  remarks  upon  the  subject 
early  in  the  session — that  more  than  eighty  millions  of 
acres  had  then  been  offered  in  the  market,  and  remained 
unsold.     1  tlien  estimated  the  probable  quantity  now  re- 
maining unsold,  at  one  hundred  millions.     That  estimate 
was  founded,  in  some  degree,  on  conjecture;  but  it  is 
now  ascertained,  by  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  made  on  the  22d  January,  of 
the  present  year,  that  the  quantity  remaining  in  that  situa- 
tion on  the  31st  December,  1831,  was  104,407,755  acres! 
Why  does  this  vast  amount  of  land  remain  in  the  market 
unsold?    For  the  obvious  reason  that  it  is  not  worth  the 
price  the  Government  asks  for  it;  no  reasonable  roan  can 
doubt  the  fact.     As  regards  the  State  of  Alabama,  I  can 
speak  from  personal  knowledge — ^the  country  has  been 
always  improved  in  advance  of  the  public  sales.    In  the 
county  of  Jackson  alone,  a  county  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  there  were  from  1,700  to  1,800  free- 
men actually  settled  before  the  first  foot  of  land  was 
offered  for  sale.     Owing  to  these  considerations,  pro- 
duced by  the  inviting  freshness  of  our  new  lands  more 
than  their  superior  tertility,  very  few  tracts,  if  any,  can 
be  found  unsold,  that  arc  worth  Hi  25  per  acre  after  be- 
ing offered  at  public  sale.    If  all  our  exertions  to  obtain 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  this  'inferior  description  of 
land  have  been  unavailing  heretofore,  what  may  we  ex- 
pect, what  can  we  hope,  when  each  of  the  older  States  be- 
comes directly  interested  in  the  amount  which  she  is,  sepa- 
rately, to  receive  out  of  the  proceeds?    If  their  repre- 
sentatives refuse  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of  the  system,  when 
the  proceeds  are  to  go  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  merely  in  aid  of  the  general  revenue,  to  be  osed 
for  the  common  benefit,  will  they  relax  when  these  Ibnda 
are  to  relieve  their  constituents  from  taxation,  Ibr  the 
support  of  their  State  Governments,  and  for  all  local  pur- 
poses?   No,  sir.     If  our  prospects  for  an  amelioration  of 
the  system  have  been  heretofore  gloomy,  they  would  then 
be  utterly  hopeless.     We  should  have  no  more  laws  to 
relieve  from  distress  and  impending  ruin,  communitiea  or 
individual  purchasers.     We  might  abandon,  in  despair, 
all  idea  of  future  pre-emption  laws.     The  cluma  of  the 
settler,  whose  labor  may  liave  given  value  to  the  scnl, 
would  be  totally  disregarded,  when,  perhaps,  his  destruc- 
tion and  overthrow  might  be  attended  by  the  gain  of  a 
few  cents  more  per  acre.     It  is  surely  unnecesMiry  for 
me  to  inculcate  upon  the  intelligent  pepreacntativcs  of 
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the  American  people,  the  duty  and  policy  of  protecting 
and  cherisbing  the  man  who  gits  down  under  the  vine 
which  has  been  planted  and  nurtured  by  hii  own  care 
and  toil.  I  need  not  ur^e  the  wisdom  of  converting  tran- 
sient wanderers  into  freeholders  and  happy  and  inde- 
pendent citizens  of  the  republic.  The  House  cannot  be 
prepared  to  retard  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  new 
States,  by  withholding  the  public  domain  from  the  hardy 
settlers,  who  would  be  permanent  citizens;  and  giving 
them,  in  their  stead,  an  itinerant  and  comparatively  worth- 
less population. 

Sir,  the  present  system  operates  most  unfavorably  and 
mokt  severely  on  the  class  of  people  who  are  most  enti- 
tled to  the  protection  of  the  Government — the  poor,  but 
honest,  industrious,  and  enterprising  settler.  This  class 
of  men  cannot  compete  at  land  auctions  with  the  wealthy 
planter,  or  the  rich  speculator.  A  settler  of  this  descrip- 
tion goes  into  the  wild,  subdues  a  little  spot,  and  reduces 
it  to  cultivation,  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  It  thence  be- 
comes dear  to  him.  But  soon  an  auction  comes;  tlie  rich 
capitalist  comes  forward,  with  his  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands,  and  bids  off  this  little  spot,  so  endeared  to 
him,  over  his  head;  and  acquires  the  power  of  driving 
him  and  his  family  from  their  humble  home.  What  alter- 
native remains  for  this  unfortunate  man?  The  poor  pri- 
vilege of  removing  to  some  tract  of  inferior  land,  perhaps 
not  worth  25  cents  per  acre,  and  too  worthless  to  attract 
the  attention,  or  excite  the  avarice,  of  his  more  powerful 
competitor.  Yet,  for  land  of  this  description,  he  roust 
give  $1  25  per  acre,  or  obtain  no  permanent  interest  in 
the  soil.  Is  this  sound  policy?  Is  it  wise?  Is  it  just?  I 
am  sure,  sir,  it  is  neither.  It  is  a  policy  injurious  in  the 
highest  degree  to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  and 
grossly  oppressive  to  those  who  have  the  highest  claims 
to  its  protection  and  indulgence. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  WicKiiFM,]  at  the  head  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  would  have  opposed  this  bill. 

[Mr.  WicKLiTTB  here  rose  to  explain.  He  had  intended 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  but  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  DuxcAif^  had  anticipated  him,  and  the  House 
had  expressed  its  will  against  adopting  the  amendment. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  thus  found  himself  in  a  strait  betwixt 
two — either  to  leave  the  lands  as  they  were,  or  to  uphold 
the  speculator:  he  preferred  the  former.] 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  gentleman's 
explanation — the  gentleman  had  not  accounted  for  the 
change  in  his  sentiments.  Last  session  that  rentleman 
made  (what  was  called  at  the  time)  a  very  able  report, 
going  directly  against  every  principle  of  this  bill.  The 
report  was  an  able  and  conclusive  response  to  the  whole 
doctrine  of  its  friends.  But  now  the  gentleman  has 
changed  his  course.  His  apology  seems  to  me  wholly 
inadmissible.  It  would  have  been  much  better  for  him 
to  have  said,  «  TTsmpora  mutaniur,  ei  noa  mutamur  cum 
iUia.**  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  alluded,  did  not 
propose  any  graduation  of  price.  But  even  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  from  a  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  of  whom  he  was  one,  reported  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  No.  402  of  the  House,  embrac- 
ing the  principle  of  this  bill,  so  far  as  renrds  distribu- 
tion, and  accompanjnng  it  with  provisions  for  g^raduating 
the  price  of  public  lands,  substantially  as  my  amendment 
proposes.  The  gentleman  would  have  sustained  his  cha- 
racter for  consistency  much  better,  if  he  had  at  least  of- 
fered this  amendment.  [For  extracts  from  the  report  of 
Mr.  WicKLivpz,  above  alluded  to,  see  note  at  the  end.] 

Sir,  if  any  thing  can  render  the  plan  of  distribution,  pro- 
posed in  the  bill,  tolerable  to  the  new  States,  it  will  be 
to  accompany  it  with  the  principle  of  graduation.  It  is 
true  that  it  would  not  remove  the  objections  arising  out 


of  a  breach  of  our  compacts  with  the  States,  or  a  violation 
of  the  constitution,  but  it  would  render  the  measure  less 
obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  inexpediency  and  iniustice. 
On  another  occasion,  during  the  present  session,  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Wiu.iams]  seemed  to 
think  I  had  asked  a  total  surrender  of  the  lands  to  the 
States  in  which  they  lie.  As  I  have  before  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  reply,  I  will  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  cor- 
rect the  gentleman,  and  do  myself  justice.  I  asked  for  no 
such  thing.  What  I  insisted  upon  was,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  sell  the  land  for  what  it  was  worth,  reducing 
the  price  from  time  to  time;  and,  when  sales  could  no 
longer  be  made  sufficient  to  indemnify  for  the  expense  of 
the  system,  to  abandon  the  lands  which  were  thus  proved 
to  be  worthless  to  the  States.  And  I  still  maintain  that 
this  is  the  true  and  proper  course  of  policv.  The  several 
States  having  land  to  dispose  of,  have  sold  it,  in  the  first 
instance,  at  very  moderate  prices,  have  subsequently  re- 
duced them  to  such  as  were  merely  nominal,  and,  finally, 
granted  them  by  way  of  donatiom  Although  they  receive 
ed  less  money  for  their  lands,  they  have  found  an  f  mple 
equivalent  in  the  character  of  their  population,  and  the 
improvement  of  their  resources.  All  the  European  Go- 
vernments that  have  owned  territory  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  have  pursued  a  similar,  or  even  more  liberal  po- 
licy with  their  domain.  Such  ought  to  be  the  policy  of 
every  wise  and  parental  Government:  our  own  stands  a 
solitary  exception. 

Speaking  in  reference  to  this  subject,  the  President 
has  said,  in  his  late  annual  message,  <*  It  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed that  the  speedy  settlement  of  these  lands  constitutes 
the  true  interest  of  the  republic.  The  wealth  and 
strength  of  a  country  are  its  population,  and  the  best  psrt 
of  that  population  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil."  To  such 
sentiments,  I  think,  every  patriot  and  every  philanthro- 
pist should  respond  with  a  cordial  approbation.  Of  this 
class  of  our  citizens,  none  deserve  more  favor  from  the 
Government  than  those  honest  and  resolute  pioneers  who 
have  opened  the  way  for  the  settlement  and  improvement 
of  our  almost  illimitable  western  regions;  those  who  have 
defended  our  frontiers  at  the  peril  of  their  lives;  and  who 
have,  by  their  adventurous  daring,  given  to  the  history  of 
the  country  an  air  of  romance. 

Sir,  I  am  exhausted,  though  the  subject  is  not.  The 
feeble  state  of  my  health  must  be  my  apology.  I  can  only 
add  my  most  earnest  hope  that  the  amendment  I  have 
offered  may  prevail. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr. 
Wickliffe,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  speech.  (See  re- 
port at  large.) 

*  <  The  public  lands  should  not  be,  they  have  not  been, 
regarded  as  a  profitable  souroe  of  revenue  to  the  Federal 
Government;  nor  should  they  be  converted  into  the 
means  of  wealth  to  the  several  States.  They  should  be 
fostered  and  disposed  of  by  the  National  Government,  in 
such  manner,  and  upon  such  terms,  as  will  be  subservient 
to  the  building  up  of  great  and  flourishing  communities^ 
whose  members,  when  interested  in  and  attached  to  the 
soil,  will  give  physical  strength  and  moral  force  to  the 
nation.  •  •  •  •  • 

«  The  reduction  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  to  be  effectual  and  benefictalp 
must  be  made  in  the  price  at  which  they  are  to  be  sold. 
If  the  amount  now  received  into  the  treasury  be  not  re- 
quired for  the  purposes  of  the  Federal  Government,  (and 
such  seems  to  be  a  conceded  fact,)  the  committee  are  of 
opinion  it  would  be  a  better  mode  to  rid  the  National 
Treasury  of  this  unnecessary  and  dangerous  influx  of 
public  money,  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  domain, 
(and  thereby  render  the  acquisition  of  a  home  easy  to  all 
in  every  condition  of  life,)  than  to  sell  the  lands  to  the 
younger  States,  if  they  were  willing  to  buy,  and  able  to 
pay.  •  •  ♦  ,  • 
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*<  Whilst  the  General  Government  shall  continue  to  de- 
rive a  revenue  fhim  the  sales  of  public  lands,  it  may  be 
expected,  at  least  it  should  be  hoped  for,  that,  in  some 
mode,  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  exactions  for  the  pub- 
lic lands,  will  be  thrown  back  by  the  public  disbursements 
in  those  States  so  much  affected  by  this  constant  drain  of 
their  circulating  medium.  »  ♦  • 

*'  Can  it  be  believed  that,  when  the  proceeds  arising^ 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  become  the  sepa- 
rate property  of  the  States,  according^  to  any  ratio  of  di- 
vision wnich  will  be  agreed  upon,  the  amount  derived  an- 
nually from  the  debtor  by  the  creditor  States,  either  for 
interest  or  principal,  will  be  returned  into  circulation 
among  those  States  thus  made  tributary  ?  *  * 

*•  This  difficulty  and  complaint  of  the  new  States  with 
and  against  the  General  Government,  will  only  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  several  btates  who  become  the  receivers, 
and,  instead  of  peace,  concord,  and  harmony  among  the 
States,  we  may  expect  to  witness  discontent  and  discord, 
bitter  and  unceasing^.  ♦  »  «  • 

"  In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  committee  have 
been  called  upon  to  consider  the  policy  (so  of^en  the  sub- 
ject of  debate  in  the  House  of  Representatives)  of  divid- 
mg  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States.  This  is  a  question  surrounded  by  more  difficulty 
and  embarrassment,  and  one  upon  which  the  committee 
were  unable  to  unite  in  opinion.  A  maiority  of  the  com- 
mittee, however,  believe  that  any  pledge  or  disposition 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States,  for 
State  purposes,  before  the  money  shall  have  reached  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  would  be  unwise,  and  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  injury  to  the  States  whose  g^wth 
and  prosperity  so  much  depend  upon  the  amelioration  of 
the  present  system  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  by 
Congress.  Pledge  the  proceeds  to  the  States  for  State 
purposes,  and  all  hope  of  further  relief  will  be  cut  off. 
The  new  States  may  then  calculate  to  '  pay  the  penalty 
of  the  bond,  yea,  even  the  pound  of  flesh.'         •  ♦ 

"The  power  of  the  General  Government  to  make  this 
distribution  may  be  well  questioned.  Those  who  con- 
tend for  such  distribution  of  the  proceeds  derive  the 
power  from  the  grants  of  the  several  States  to  the  United 
States,  and  from  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  A  recurrence 
to  these  grants,  and  an  examination  into  the  terms  em- 
ployed, and  the  objects  intended  by  them,  may  not  be 
unprofitable  in  conducting  the  mind  to  a  correct  judg- 
ment upon  the  subject.  •  •  #  ♦ 
*'  A  further  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
ought  to  be  made:  the  people  in  the  new  States  look  for 
it,  and  desire  it.  A  reduction  of  the  revenue  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  must  take  place:  they  regard  the  price 
which  the  Government  exacts  from  them,  for  the  public 
lands,  as  a  tax,  and  a  heavy  tax.  They  have  submitted  to 
it  cheerfully,  because  it  was  needed  to  discharge  the  obli- 
gations of  their  Government.  When  the  whole  amount 
now  derived  from  the  sales  of  public  land,  united  with 
the  other  revenues  of  the  Government  which  will  be  col- 
lected under  any  possible  modification  of  the  tariff,  will 
not  be  required  for  the  wants  and  purposes  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  can  it  be  just  that  the  same  shall  be  ex- 
acted from  the  West  by  the  action  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, to  be  given  to  the  older  and  more  opulent 
States,  to  be  expended  in  those  States  for  education,  in- 
ternal improvement,  or  general  emancipation?  Such  a 
policy  would  be  unjust  and  intolerable.*'  *  * 
Mr.  MARDIS  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed  the 
committee  for  about  an  hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Ci.at. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  held  it 
until  10  o'clock,  in  a  speech  directed  against  the  bill, 
and  in  support  of  the  amendment.  Repeated  attempts 
were  made  to  induce  him  to  resume  his  seat,  and  the 


House  was  frequently  in  a  state  of  extreme  confusion  and 
disorder. 

Mr.  POLK,  who  was  in  the  chair,  earnestly  remonstrat- 
ed, and  implored  the  Hduse  to  be  mindful  of  its  own  dig- 
nity, and,  however  anxious  they  might  be  to  act  upon 
the  bill,  to  respect  the  constitutional  right  of  the  member 
from  Mississippi  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  said  that,  when  be  rose,  he  had  been 
prepared  for  interruption  and  insult,  but  should  not  be 
intimidated  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  ROOT  called  Mr.  Plumkkr  to  order,  as  having 
reflected  in  an  oflTensive  manner  upon  the  House. 

The  CHAIR,  however,  pronounced  him  to  be  in  order, 
inasmuch  as  he  had  not  said  that  the  Insult,  to  which  he 
alluded,  was  intended  or  offered  by  the  members  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PLUMMER  having  at  length  concluded  his  re- 
marks, the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's  amend- 
ment, which  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  CLAY  offered  it  again,  as  an  additional  section  to 
the  bill.     It  was  again  negatived. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amendment,  the 
effect  of  which  would  be,  that  the  whole  expense  of  sur- 
vey and  saU  of  the  land,  and  of  the  salaries  of  all  officers 
connected  therewith,  including  the  expense  of  the  Gene- 
ral LancL  Office,  should  be  deducted  before  the  proceeds 
of  the  land  should  be  distributed.  This  amendment  was 
also  rejected;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House. 

In  the  House,  the  amendments  were  read,  and  concur- 
red in,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Wicklifpe's  proviso, 
which  he  himself,  after  examination,  thought  ought  not 
to  be  adopted,  inasmuch  as  the  contingency  for  which  he 
had  intended  It,  would  not  exist. 

Mr.  MASON  again  pressed  the  amendment  he  had  of- 
fered in  committee. 

It  was  supported  by  Mr.  LEWIS,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
WICKLIFFE;  when 

Mr.  STEWART  demanded  the  previous  question, 
(which  cuts  off  all  pending  amendments.) 

The  demand  being  seconded,  Mr.  MASON  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  ordered,  and  the  previous  question  was 
thereupon  put,  and  carried:  Yeas  91,  nays  4o. 

The  main  Question,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  its  third 
reading,  was  tnen  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being 
on  its  passage,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Arnold,  Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber,  John  8.  Bar- 
bour, Barringer,  Barstow,  Beardsley,  Briggs,  Bucher, 
Bullard,  Burd,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper, 
Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Danle^ 
John  Davis,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart,  Dickson,  Ells- 
worth, George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hies- 
ter,  Hodges,  Hogan,  Hughes,  Huntington,  Thrie,  Irvin, 
Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kendall,  Kennon, 
Adam  King,  Henry  King,  Kerr,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Mar- 
shall,   Maxwell,  McCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  McKennao, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Randolph,  John  Reed, 
Root,  Russel,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,    Slade,  Smith, 
Southard,  Stanbery,  Stewart,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  PhVIc- 
mon  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Verplanck, 
Vinton,    Wardwell,   Washington,    Watmough,   Wilkin, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,   Frederick  Whittlesey,   Edward  D. 
White,  Wickllffe,  Williams— 96. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barn- 
well, Bethune,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Chinn,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Duncan,  Feldcr,  Gordon, 
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Griffin,  William  HaU,  Hawkins,  Horn,  laacka,  Janris, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Lecompte,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Mardis, 
Mason,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Pluinmer, 
Roane,  Bewail,  Standifer,  Wiley  Thompson,  Ward, 
Campbell  P.  White,  Worthington— 40. 

So  the  bill  was*  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

[It  was  now  near  11  o'clock;  when,] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VERPLANCK,  the  House  went  into 
Comntttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
Tatlor  in  tlie  chair,  and  took  up 

THE  HARBOR  BILL, 
[Making  appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain  works, 
heretofore  commenced,  for  the  improvement  of  harbors 
and  rivers,  and  also  for  continuing  and  repairing  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  certain  territorial  roads.] 

Mr.  COKE  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  believing 
the  House  to  be  too  much  exhausted  to  proceed. 

The  motion  was  promptly  negatived,  and  the  commit- 
tee proceeded  to  read  and  amend  the  bill. 

The  most  important  of  the  amendments  were,  an  item 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  continuation  of 
surveys,  under  the  act  of  1824,  and  thirty-four  thousand 
dollars  for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  Virginia. 

Various  attempts  were  made  to  insert  provisions  in  this 
bill  for  new  surveys,  and  the  commencement  of  new 
works,  but  they  were  all  promptly  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  tlie  committee  took 
up  the 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 

TOl  THS  BXPKjrSES  07  OOVKKSTMEXT  FOU  THE  TSAR  1333. 

On  the  subject  of  the  expenses  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  Mr.  WlCKLlFFfi  said  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  had  not  been  able,  for  want  of  time,  to 
complete  the  investigation  of  the  concerns  of  that  depart- 
ment; but,  from  the  progress  they  had  made  in  it,  he 
was  fully  convinced  that  the  Commissioner  had  made  an 
improper  application  of  the  funds  placed  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  proposed  an  item  to  cover  certain 
arrearages  which  had  improperly  accrued  in  the  land 
office.  He  did  it  with  great  reluctance,  and  merely  be- 
cause the  United  States  must,  of  course,  pay  debts  con- 
tracted by  its  authority.  But  the  expenditure  had  the 
decided  ^sapprobation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  concurred  in  this  sentiment,  and 
hoped  that  this  instance  might  prove  a  warning  to  all  subor- 
dinate officers  in  the  Government  against  exceeding  the 
limit  of  the  expenses  they  were  authorized  to  incur. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  was  had  in  respect  to  extra 
clerks  in  that  department,  and  the  great  amount  of  its 
contingencies. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  proposed  an  allowance  of  thirty- 
four  thousand  dollars  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  which  was  promptly  negatived;  sixty- 
five  thousand  dollars  was  provided  for  completing  the 
survey  of  the  Choctaw  lands,  sixteen  thousand  for  the 
Creek  cession,  and  eighty  thousand  for  that  of  the  Chicka- 
saws. 

Mr,  WASHINGTON  moved  to  insert  an  item  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  enable  the  corpora- 
tion of  Washington  to  pay  up  its  subscription  to  the  stock 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  This  amendment  was 
negatived,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  be  re- 
newed in  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  committee  took 
up  a  bill  appointing  a  ^lerk  to  sign  the  name  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  land  warrants,  which  was  ag^ed  to  without 
amendment;  when  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House;  and  [a  little  after  1  o'clock  in  the 
morning] 

The  House  adjourned. 
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Satubsat,  March  3. 
BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  yesterday  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  coming  up  for  considera- 
tion, 

**  Resolvedf  That  the  Government  deposites  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  be  safely  continued  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States'*— 

Mr.  POLK  said  be  hoped  that  gentlemen  who  believed 
the  time  of  the  House,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  to  be 
necessarily  valuable,  would  not  press  the  consideration  of 
this  resolution  upon  the  House  at  this  juncture.  During 
the  small  remainder  of  the  session,  there  were  several 
measures  of  the  highest  public  importance  which  remain- 
ed to  be  acted  on.  For  one,  he  was  extremely  anxious  that 
the  session  should  close  bv  12  o'clock  to-nigbt,  in  order 
that  a  sitting  upon  the  Sabbath  might  .be  avoided.  He 
would  not  proceed  in  expressing  his  views  until  he  should 
understand  from  gentlemen  wliether  they  intended  to 
press  the  House  to  a  vote  upon  this  resolution.  [A  re- 
mark was  made  by  Mr.  Ikoxrsoli^  which  was  not  heard 
distinctly  by  the  reporter.]  Mr.  P.  proceeded.  As  it  had 
been  indicated  that  gentlemen  intended  to  take  a  vote 
upon  the  resolution,  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  possi- 
ble for  the  members  of  the  House  to  express  iheir  opi- 
nions on  this  subject  with  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the 
facts.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  spent 
nearly  the  whole  session  in  the  examination  of  one  or  two 
points  connected  with  this  subject.  The  range  of  inves- 
tigation had  been,  of  necessity,  much  less  extensive  than 
the  deep  importance  of  tlie  subject  required;  but,^  before 
any  opinion  could  be  properly  expressed,  it  was  import- 
ant that  the  facts  developed  by  the  committee  should  be 
understood.  There  had  been  no  opportunity  for  this» 
and  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  expression  of  a  pre- 
mature opinion  unless  it  was  considered  essential  to  white- 
wash the  bank.  If  the  friends  of  the  bank  deemed  it  in- 
dispensably necessary,  in  order  to  sustain  the  bank,  to 
call  for  an  expression  of  opinion,  where  the  House  had 
enjoyed  no  opportunity  of  examining  the  testimony  and 
proof  upon  which  alone  a  correct  opinion  could  be  form- 
ed, he  should  be  compelled,  briefly,  to  present  one  or 
two  facts  to  the  House.  It  had  been  on9  of  the  objects 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  ascertain  the  cir- 
cumstances relative  to  the  postponement  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  three  per  cent,  stock  by  the  bank.  With  the 
mass  of  other  important  duties  devolving  upon  the  com- 
mittee, as  full  an  investigation  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  as  was  desirable  could  not  be  expected.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  had  been  obliged  to  limit  their  inqui- 
ries to  this  subject  of  the  three  per  cents.;  the  other  sub- 
jects of  investigation  were  only  incidental.  Upon  this 
main  subject  of  inquiry  the  whole  committee,  majority  as 
well  as  minority,  were  of  opinion  that  the  bank  had  ex- 
ceeded its  legitimate  authority,  and  had  taken  measures 
which  were  in  direct  violation  of  its  charter.  He  would 
read  a  single  sentence  from  the  report  of  the  majority, 
which  conclusively  established  tliis  position.  In  the  trans- 
actions upon  this  subject,  the  majority  of  the  committee 
expressly  say,  in  their  report,  tliat  « the  bank  exceeded 
its  le^timate  authority,  and  that  this  proceeding  had  no 
sufficient  warrant  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury."  Could  language  be  more  explicit?  It 
was  then  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee,  upon 
this  main  topic  of  inquiry,  that  the  bank  had  exceeded  its 
legitimate  authority,  and  that  its  proceedings  relative  to 
the  three  per  cents,  had  no  sufficient  warrant  in  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  must  be  remembered»  had 
been  made  the  place  of  depoaite  for  the  public  revetmes, 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expenditures  of  the  Cto- 
vernment.     W^ith  the  public  money  in  its  vaultSi  it  wn 
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bound  to  pay  the  demands  of  the  GoYernment.  Among 
these  demands  upon  the  public  money  in  the  bank,  was 
that  portion  of  the  public  debt  of  which  the  redemption 
had  been  ordered.  Had  the  bank  manifested  a  willing- 
ness to  pay  out  the  public  money  in  its  possession  for  this 
object?  On  examination  of  the  evidence  it  would  be  found 
that,  as  «ar]y  as  March,  1832,  the  president  of  the  bank, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  directors,  had 
instituted  a  correspondence  with  certain  holders  of  the 
public  debt,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  postpone- 
ment of  its  redemption.  There  was,  at  that  time,  no  cho- 
lera which  could  be  charged  with  giving  occasion  to  the 
correspondence.  When  public  notice  had  been  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  redemption  of  the 
debt,  the  president  of.  the  bank  immediately  came  to 
Washington,  and  requested  Uiat  the  redemption  might 
be  postponed.  And  what  was  the  reason  then  -assigned 
by  the  president  of  the  bank  for  this  postponement? 
Why,  that  the  measure  would  enable  the  bank  to  afford 
the  merchants  great  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  their 
business  under  an  extraordinary  pressure  upon  the  mo- 
ney market.  What  was  the  evidence  upon  this  point? 
The  proof  distinctly  showed  that  there  was  no  extraordi- 
nary pressure.  The  monthly  statements  of  the  bank  esta- 
blimed  that  there  was,  in  fact,  a  very  considerable  cur- 
tailment of  the  facilities  given  to  the  merchants  in  the 
commercial  oities. 

Mr.  WIGKMFFE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
subject  under  consxleration  was  a  resolution  declaring 
that  the*  bank  was  a  safe  place  of  deposite  for  the  public 
revenue.  He  submitted  whether  it  was  In  order  to  dis- 
cuM  upon  this  resolution  the  redemption  of  the  three  per 
cent,  stock. 

The  CHAIR  (temporarily  occupied,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Speaker,  by  Mr.  Tatlob)  decided  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [.Mr.  Polk]  were  in 
order. 

Mr.  POLK  proceeded.  The  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky [Mr.  WicKLivrx]  appeared  to  be  very  sensitive  upon 
this  subject.  It  was  not  long  since  that  gentleman,  in  a 
toast  gfiven  at  the  Jefferson  dinner,  expressed  the  most 
decided  hostility  to  the  bank.  He  would  leave  to  that 
gentleman  to  explain  the  reasons  which  had  produced 
the  sudden  change  of  his  opinions,  and  from  n  violent 
opponent  had  converted  him  into  a  most  zealous  advocate 
of  the  bank.  What  was  the  object  of  explaining  this 
matter  of  the  three  percent,  stock?  Not  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  House,  which  was  now  so  precious,  but  to  shoW 
that  the  management  of  the  bank  relative  to  the  three 
|>er  cents,  distinctly  proved  that  the  bank  was  not  able  to 
pay  the  public  money  deposited  in  its  vaults  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt  without  obtaining  a  loan 
from  abroad.  The  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  not  disputed  the  ability  of  the  bank  to 
discharge  its  debts  in  its  own  convenient  time;  but  had 
the  bank  promptly  paid  the  public  money  deposited  in 
its  vaults  when  called  for?  As  early  as  October,  1831, 
the  bank  had  anticipated  that  during  the  course  of  1832 
it  would  not  be  allowed  the  undisturbed  and  permanent 
use  of  the  pubUc  deposites.  In  the  circular  orders  to  the 
several  branches  which  were  then  issued,  the  necessity 
was  stated  for  collecting  the  means  for  refunding  those 
deposites  from  the  loans  which  were  then  outstanding. 
Efforts  were  made  by  the  branches  of  the  West  to  make 
collections  for  that  object;  but  those  efforts  entirely  fail- 
ed. The  debts  due  upon  loans  made  by  the  Western 
branches  had  not  been  curtailed.  It  was  found  impossi- 
ble to  curtail  them.  As  the  list  of  discounts  had  gone 
down,  the  list  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  had  gone  up. 
The  application  before  alluded  to  was  made  in  March  to 
Mr.  Ludlow,  of  New  York,  who  represented  about 
1,700,000  of  the  public  debt  to  postpone  its  redemption. 
This- expedient  also  failed.    Then  the  president  of  the 


bank  came  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  procurinip 
the  postponement  of  the  period  of  redemption,  upon  the 
ground  that  an  extraordinary  pressure  existed,  and  the 
public  interest  would  be  promoted  by  enabling  the  bank 
to  use  the  public  money  in  affording  facilities  to  the  meiv 
chants  of  the  commercial  cities.  And  what  next?  In 
July,  the  president  of  the  bank  and  the  exchange  com- 
mittee, without  the  knowledge  of  the  head  of  the  treasu- 
ry, or  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank,  instituted  a 
secret  mission  to  England,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiat- 
ing in  effect  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  for  which 
the  bank  was  to  pay  interest.  The  propriety  or  object 
of  this  mission  wss  not  laid  before  the  board  of  directors, 
and  no  clue  was  aflTorded  to  the  Government.  Mr.  Csd- 
walader  went  to  England  upon  this  secret  mission.  Ob 
the  1st  of  October  the  bank  was  advised  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  Cadwalader,  by  which  it  was  agreed,  in  be- 
half of  the  bank,  to  purchase  a  part  of  the  debt  of  the 
foreign  holders,  and  to  defer  the  redemption  of  a  part. 
Now,  it  was  well  known  to  every  one  who  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  read  the  charter  of  the  bank,  that  it  was  ex- 
pressly prohibited  from  purchasing  public  stock.  On  the 
15th  October  it  was  discovered  that  Cadwalader  bad  ex- 
ceeded his  instructions.  This  discovery  by  the  bank 
took  place  immediately  aflerthe  circular  letter  of  Baring, 
Brothers,  &  Co.,  of  London,  announcing  that  the  arrange- 
ment had  been  published  in  one  of  tlie  New  York  pa- 
pers. This  circular  g^ve  the  first  information  to  the 
Government,  or  to  any  one  in  tliis  country,  as  far  as  he 
was  advised,  excepting  the  exchange  committee  of  tl»e 
bank,  of  the  object  of  CadwaladePs  mission.  In  tlie 
limited  time  which  could  now  be  spared  for  this  discus- 
sion, it  was  impossible  to  go  through  the  particulars  of 
this  scheme.  It  would  be  seen,  on  examination  of  the 
transaction,  that  the  bank  had  directly  interfered  with 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  it  was  unable  to  refund  the  public  deposites.  The 
cholera  was  not  the  ground  of  tlie  correspondence  with 
Lndlow.  It  was  not  the  cholera  which  brought  tlie  pre- 
sident of  the  bank  to  Washington,  to  request  the  post- 
ponement of  the  redemption  of  the  debt;  nor  was  it  the 
cholera  which  led  to  the  resolution  of  the  exchange  com- 
mittee of  the  bank  to  send  Cadwalader  to  Englaml.  The 
true  disorder  was,  the  impossibility  in  which  the  bank 
found  itself  to  concentrate  its  funds  and  diminish  its  loans. 
It  had  been  stated  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  that  the  certificates  of  the  g^reatest  portion  of 
the  three  per  cents,  had  been  surrendered.  It  bad  been 
said  that  there  was  now  less  than  a  million  of  this  debt  out- 
standing. In  point  of  fact,  it  would  seem,  from  the  cor- 
respondence, that  between  one  and  two  millions  of  the 
debts  of  which  the  certificates  had  been  surrendered,  had 
been  paid  by  the  bank  becoming  debtor  to  the  foreign 
holder  instead  of  the  Government.  The  directors  ap- 
pear to  suppose  this  has  not  been  the  case,  but  the  cor^ 
respondence  shows  that  the  cert?ficates  have  been  sent 
home  under  this  arrangement.  Afler  this  brief  explana- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  relation  to  the  public 
deposites,  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  necessary  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  bank  by  adopting  this  resolution . 
Is  it  supposed,  because  a  majority  of  the  House  were 
friendly  to  the  institution,  that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to 
declare  the  opinion  expressed  in  this  resolution  on  faith, 
and  faith  alone?  He  had  no  desire  that  the  resolution 
should  be  negatived.  If  he  was  compelled  to  vote  on  the 
resolution,  he  should  vote  against  it;  but  he  was  willing 
that  Coneress  should  defer  the  expression  of  its  opinion 
until  the  facts  upon  which  it  mu^  be  founded  are  under- 
stood. This  opinion  could  make  no  difference  as  to  the 
duty  of  the  Government.  Whenever  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  deem  the  public  deposites  unsafe  in  the 
bank,  it  is  made  his  duty  to  withdraw  them,  and  to  lay 
his  reasons  before  Congress.  The  previous  opinion  of  the 
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HouK,  e&pecially  an  opinion  expressed  without  means  of 
examination,  neither  takes  from  nor  adds  to  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Pressed  as  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  been  with  their  Ta- 
liotts  duties,  they  had,  at  a  late  period,  called  for  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  bank  in  September,  October,  and 
November,  in  order  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  might  be  prac- 
ticable,  by  that  means,  the  condition  of  the  debts  due 
to  the  bank  in  the  West.  What  bad  been  seen  in  this 
correspondence?  That  such  had  been  the  condition  of 
one  of  the  Western  branches,  great  alarm  had  been  felt 
as  to  its  power  of  going  on,  and  prompt  assistance  had 
been  neceniary  to  prevent  its  stopping  payment. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFB  inquired  what  branch  the  gentleman 
referred  to. 

Mr.  POLK.     That  at  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

Mr.  WrCKLlFFE  said,  any  difficulties  in  which  that 
branch  had  been  involved,  had  arisen  fVom  its  accommo- 
dations to  Jackson  politicians. 

Mr.  POLK.  Jackson  politicians!  The  member  from 
Kentucky  can  best  answer  to  his  constituents  what  sort 
ef  Jackson  politicians  have  been  accommodated  by  the 
bank.  Much  had  been  said  in  certain  quarters  of  the 
persecution  of  the  bank,  and  of  the  malice  of  the  admi> 
nistration  towards  that  institution.  The  whole  crime  of 
the  administration  is  the  demanding  the  public  money 
from  the  bank  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  public  debt. 
As  to  the  condition  of  the  Western  debt,  about  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  and  which  was  represented  to  have 
been  so  much  reduced,  it  will  be  found  that  the  principal 
reduction  consists  in  what  Mr.  Cheves  called  race-horse 
bills.  The  old  debt  is  paid  by  drawing  a  new  bill,  pay- 
able in  a  different  place.  When  that  bill  becomes  due, 
it  is  paid  by  another  of  a  similar  character.  Unless  these 
successive  discharges  and  creations  of  debt  diminish  its 
*S6'^te  amount,  it  will  be  found  that  very  little,  if  any 
curtailmeqt  has  taken  place. 

The  hour  allotted  to  morning  bumness  having  expired, 

Mr.  J.  BATES  moved  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  1N0ER30LL  expressed  a  hope  that  the  debate 
would  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BATES  then  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  POLK  resumed.  It  was  no  fault  of  his  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  had  come  in  at  so  late  a  period. 
He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  offer  a  very  brief  exposition 
or  the  reasons  why  he  did  not  regard  it  as  proper  for 
the  House  to  express  its  opinion  upon  this  subject  with- 
out any  sfportunity  for  exsmination.  The  facts  collected 
by  the  committee  would  go  forth,  and  every  man  could 
then  form  his  opinion.  He  would  move  to  amend  the  re- 
solution by  striking  out  the  whole  after  the  word  «  re- 
solved," and  inserting  **  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject."  He  would 
not  pursue  the  discussion  while  so  many  important  sub- 
jects pressed  upon  the  House  on  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sion. Whatever  might  appear  to  be  the  condition  of  the 
bank  at  a  superficial  glance,  a  careful  scrutiny  of  its  mea- 
sures and  its  affkirs  would  satisfy  any  impartial  mind  that 
its  condition  was  not  that  which  had  been  represented  by 
its  zealous  imnds.  Without  dwelling  upon  the  particu- 
lars, he  woifld  sum  up  Ms  objections  to  the  resolution  in 
its  present  form,  by  stating  that  the  bank  had  unwarrant- 
ably interfered  with  the  arrangements  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  a  great  national  object.  In  this, 
both  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee  had 
agreed.  The  secret  of  tliis  interference  would  never 
hare  been  disclosed,  but  from  the  accidental  publication 
of  the  circular  of  the  Barings,  addressed  to  the  European 
holders  of  the  three  per  cents.  The  correspondence 
which  had  now  for  the  first  time  been  drawn  from  the 
bank  was  most  material  and  important  in  the  decision  of 
the  question,  and  was  until  this  time  entirety  unknown 
either  to  the  Treasury  Department  or  to  the  House.     He 


could  have  hoped  that  the  friends  of  the  bank  would  not 
have  pressed  the  resolution.  Had  it  been  properly  in  or- 
der, he  would  have  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
bill  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  bank  stock  had  been  treat-t 
ed— and  all  reply  to  the  arguments  of  those  who  opposed 
it  prevented  by  the  previous  question.  He  enjoyed  the 
satisfaction  of  having  endeavored  to  discharge  his  duty  to 
the  country  in  relation  to  this  subject.  Should  he  live, 
he  trusted  to  be  able  to  contribute  something  further  to- 
wards the  development  of  the  transactions  of  this  institu* 
tion.  From  what  had  already  been  disclosed,  it  appeared 
that  the  most  important  business  of  the  bank  is  exclu* 
sively  transacted  by  the  committee  of  exchange  appoint- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  bank,  and  under  his  immedi- 
ate direction.  That  this  committee  makes  no  report  of 
its  proceedings  to  the  board  of  directors,  and  that  none 
of  the  directors  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
are  members  of  this  committee.  It  appeared  to  him  to 
be  the  most  consummate  iblly  to  go  through  the  ceremo-' 
ny  of  appointing  directors  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  public  interest,  while  these  directors  are  excluded 
from  all  knowledge  and  participation  of  the  more  import- 
ant transactions  of  the  bank.  He  would  appeal  to  the 
House  whether  we  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manage- 
ment of  an  institution  so  deeply  connected  for  good  or 
evil  with  the  great  interests  of  the  country  in  which  those 
appointed  to  guard  the  pubftc  interest  are  totally  deprived 
of  all  means  of  knowledge  of  its  leading  measures. 

Messrs.  McDUFFIR  and  INGERSOLL  rose  simulta- 
neously. The  former  gentleman  was  named  by  the  Chair. 
Mr.  McD.  then  remarked  that  he  would  give  way  to  the 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  of  Connecticut,  said,  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polk]  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House,  could  not  regret  more  than  he  did,  the  late  pe- 
riod at  which  this  question  is  presented.  But  who  were 
chargeable  with  tne  delay?  Not,  certainly,  the  bank, 
nor  any  of  Its  friends.  No  sooner  was  this  subject  refer- 
red, and  the  news  of  it  had  reached  Philadelphia,  than 
Mr.  Biddle  addressed  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  respectfully  offering 
every  facility  to  the  proposed  investigation,  and  inviting 
the  utmost  latitude  of  search.  There  had  been  also  con- 
stant and  untiring  efforts  made  to  bring  the  report  for- 
ward earlier  in  the  session,  that  it  might  receive  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  before  the  adjournment.  The  friends  of 
the  bank,  he  repeated,  were  the  last  who  should  be  held 
responsible  for  the  tardy  movements  now  complained  of. 

Mr.  POLK  here  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  asked  but 
for  the  postponement  of  a  single  day,  to  enable  him  to 
complete  the  minority  report.  That  was  refused,  but 
the  chairman  having  accidentally  lefl  the  majority  report 
at  his  lodgings,  the  delay  he  had  requested  was  obtained. 

Mr.  INGEKSOLL  resumed.  It  was  not  that  to  which 
he  alluded.  An  effort  had  been  made  a  week  ago  to 
have  the  report  made;  the  examination  of  witnesses  was 
then  closed,  and  our  labors  were  about  to  be  submitted 
to  the  House,  as  he  supposed,  when,  to  his  surprise,  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  asked  for  delay,  to  send  to 
Philadephia  for  further  correspondence,  which  would 
necessarily  require  some  time  to  have  copied,  and  but 
for  this  we  should  have  had  the  subject  before  us  seve- 
ral dayd  since,  with  ample  opportunity  for  the  fullest  ex- 
amination, and  the  freest  debate.  Then,  as  to  the  wit- 
nesses summoned,  they  were  nearly  all  brought  before 
the  committee  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. He  took  his  own  course;  every  body  was  exam- 
ined whom  he  saw  fit  to  send  for,  as  was  certainly  right 
and  proper.  He  [Mr.  I.]  did  not  complain  of  this,  but 
surely  we  ought  not  now  to  be  responsible  for  this  course, 
since,  in  consequence  of  it,  the  report  has  been  kept 
back  to  the  heel  of  the  session. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  had  called  for  the  examination  of 
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no  one»  oeep^g  the  directors  appointed  by  the  CSoTem- 
inent»  a«id  Genenl  Cadwalader. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Gentlemen  had  summoned  whom 
tiiey  pleased:  he  [Mr.  1.1  had  called  not  a  single  witness. 
He  was  willing  to  trust  tfie  scrutiny  to  the  hands  of  the 
opponents  of  the  bank—let  them  probe  it  to  suit  them- 
seWes.  AU  he  asked  was,  when  they  were  done,  that 
they  would  permit  the  House  to  pass  its  opinion,  and 
seoa  the  whole  to  the  people  for  their  ultimate  decision. 
For  himself,  he  must  confess,  he  was  sick  of  seeinr  re- 
ports sent  forth,  unaccompanied  by  any  opinion  of  either 
House  of  Congress  upon  them.  The  people  haye  been 
surfeited  with  such  papers:  we  have  haa  majority  re- 

Eorts,  and  minority  reports,  and  what  an  honorable  mem- 
er  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  W.  R.  Datis,]  he  believed, 
called  unioom  reports^  but  they  all  brought  us  to  no 
practical  result,  so  long  as  they  were  not  acted  on  by  the 
House*  They  filled  the  6ying  folios  of  the  newspapers 
of  the  day,  or  crammed  the  mails  in  the  shape  of  public 
documents  during  the  recess,  without  benefiting  any 
class  of  our  citizens  much,  except  the  legions  of  specu- 
lators, moneyed  and  political,  wno  sometimes  turn  them 
•  to  a  profitable  account,  it  was  time  that  these  matters 
were  treated  in  a  diiferent  way — ^that  the  representatives 
of  the  people  should  now  act  This  resolution,  he  re- 
joiced to  see,  had  sontetbing  tangible  in  it:  it  invites  us 
to  speak  out,  and  to  say,  under  the  solemnity  of  our 
oaths,  whether  the  Government  deposites  ought  to  be 
coBtuiued  where  they  now  are,  and  have  been  in  safety 
for  the  last  seventeen  years,  or  whether  they  shall  be 
carried  into  the  market,  to  be  bid  for  by  the  local  institu- 
tions. Will  gentlemen  now  turn  from  this  inquiry  the 
m<Miient  we  have  reached  it,  and  tell  us  that  it  does  not 
bekHmf  to  tts$  that  it  ought  not  to  be  settled  before  we  se- 
parate? Have  we  then  been  employed  all  winter,  in  our 
committee  room,  to  no  purpose.^  Or,  have  we  been 
workuig,  day  and  night,  merely  to  raise  a  smoke  for  po- 
litical effect,  at  the  end  of  the  session,  under  whicii  a 
new  set  of  majority  and  minority  reports  are  to  be  launch- 
.ed  upon  the  public,  still  leaving  the  opinion  of  the  House 
on  these  grave  matters  unrevealed?  Has  not  Congress 
been  directly  called  upon,  and  from  high  authority,  too, 
to  express  an  opinion?  Did  not  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  annual  financial  report,  invite  it?  and 
was  not  the  subject  brought  to  our  view  in  the  Execu- 
tive message,  at  the  opening  of  the  session?  We  have 
not  sought  for  this  inquiry,  but  we  cannot  shun  it,  witli 
credit  to  ourselves,  since  it  has  been  put  to  us. 

What,  then,  is  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  place  of  safe  depoute,  compared  with  the 
other  banking  institutions  of  the  country?  From  the 
evidence  now  spread  before  the  House,  he  would  assert 
with  confidence  that  it  was  decidedly  more  sound  than 
the  State  banks,  to  which  the  funds  must  go,  if  taken 
from  tlieir  present  place  of  deposite.  Nay,  from  an  ex- 
hibit lately  nuule  of  tlie  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  Bank,  in  proportion 
to  its  capital,  is  the  strongest  of  the  two,  applying  the 
same  tests  to  the  comparative  statements  of  each.  Let 
IIS  see  how  these  different  institutions  appear  by  each 
ether's  side.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  now 
about  nine  millions  of  specie,  to  a  circulation  of  about 
seventeen  millions  and  a  half.  All  the  local  banks  in  the 
Union,  combined,  have  but  between  ten  and  eleven  mil- 
IHms  of  specie  to  a  circulation  of  about  sixty-eight  mil- 
fions.  The  Bank  of  England,  by  its  latest  returns,  had, 
■peaking  in  dollars,  about  twenty-six  millions  of  specie 
to  a  circulation  of  about  ninety  •millions.  And  yet,  with 
fikcts  like  these  staring  us  in  the  face,  it  is  gravely  sug- 
gested that  the  deposites  would  be  in  less  danger  of  being 
squandered  if  removed  to  the  local  banks,  with  their  cir- 
culation six  times  beyond  the  specie  in  their  vaults:  ay, 
'  sir,  to  lo^l  banks,  which  left  jou  saddled  with  a  certain 


**  unavailable  fund''  of  nearly  a  million  and  a  half,  when 
you  used  them  as  places  of  deposite  on  a  former  occasion. 
The  banks  of  the  State  of  New  York  would  probably 
come  in  for  a  larger  share  of  the  Government  deposkea 
than  those  of  any  other  States,  for  there  the  greatest 
portion  of  the  revenue  is  collected;  and  let  us  see  how 
they  stand.  It  appears  by  an  official  statement,  recently 
published  by  sworn  coromitsioners,  that  they  have  but 
about  #1,700,000  in  specie,  to  a  circulation  of  about 
twelve  millions:  and  it  will  fiirther  appear,  by  the  evi- 
dence reported,  that  at  the  time  when  those  banks  had 
but  this  inconsiderable  amount  of  specie  on  hand,  they 
were  indebted  to  the  United  States  Bank  more  than  Xwo 
millions  of  dollars,  which  might  have  been  called  for  at 
any  day,  thus  draining  them  of  t:wery  specie  dollar. 

Will  any  man,  can  any  man,  witli  these  statements  be- 
fore him,  say  that  the  safety  of  the  public  funds  requires 
their  removal  to  the  local  banks?  It  was  in  vain  to  blink 
this  question  by  going  into  the  extraneous  matter  of  the 
three  per  cent,  arrangement,  which  had  been  now  nearly 
brought  to  a  close.  The  Secretary  has  put  the  question 
to  us  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  bank  as  a  place  of  de- 
posite for  ue  public  money,  and  we  are  bound  at  all  events 
to  respond  to  that.  But  if  gentlemen  are  determined  to 
rake  up  the  three  per  cent,  affair,  he  was  willing  to  meet 
them  there  also$  for  he  believed  that  transaction,  from 
beginning  to  end,  to  have  been  fair,  prudent,  and  honor- 
able, and  intended  much  more  to  aid  the  mercantile  com- 
munity, especUlly  tliose  indebted  to  the  Government  on 
custom-house  bonds,  than  for  any  particular  accommoda- 
tion to  the  bank  itself,  except  so  far  as  it  might  be  bene- 
fited by  sliielding  its  customers,  and  the  local  banks  too^ 
from  an  unusual  and  unnecessary  pressure.  Much  stress 
had  been  placed  on  the  mission  of  General  Cadwalader  to 
Europe.  It  had  been  called  a  secret  mission,  unautho- 
rized by  the  board  of  directors,  and  particularly  without 
the  knowledge  or  authority  of  the  Government^directon. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  an  undeniable  fact,  that  early  in  the  spring 
of  1832,  in  the  month  of  March,  at  a  regular  meeting  of 
the  board,  at  which  two  of  the  Government  directors,  re- 
siding in  Philadelphia,  were  present,  (the  third  beinr  ac- 
cidentally in  the  country,}  the  President  submitted  his 
views  in  relation  to  paying  off  the  three  per  cents,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  more  than  one-half  of  which  he  stated 
belonged  to  foreigners,  the  withdrawal  of  whose  fiinda 
might  possibly  expose  the  community  to  mat  inconve- 
nience, unless  some  measure  should  be  taken  for  defer- 
ring a  part  of  the  payments;  after  which  it  was,  by  the 
board, 

<*  Reaolvedf  That  the  subjects  of  the  communication 
just  made  by  the  President,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Exchange,  with  authority  to  make,  on  behalf  of  the 
bank,  whatever  arrangements  with  the  holdera  of  the 
three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States  may,  in  their 
opinion,  best  promote  tlie  convenience  of  the  public, 
and  the  interests  of  the  institution." 

This  resolution  is  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  bank$  it 
was  passed  in  the  presence  of  two  of  the  Government 
directors,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  was  read 
over  in  their  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  third 
Government  director,  who  had  then  returned  to  the  city. 
There  was  no  secrecy  in  all  this.    The  record  had  been 
always  open,  as  the'  books  of  the  bank  always  were,  to 
the  inspection  of  every  director,  and  every  Government 
spy  who  might  have  a  right  to  examine  them.    One  of 
the  directors  on  the  part  of  the  Government  belonged  to 
the  very  exchange  committee  to  whom  the  subject  had 
been  referred.     He  alluded  to  Nicholas  Biddle,  who  had 
for  several  years,  and  under  different  administrations  till 
January  last,  been  appointed  a  director  by  the  Goveriv 
ment.  And  although,  since  this  controversy  has  arisen  in 
regard  to  renewing  the  charter,  Mr.  Biddle  had  been  cast 
off  by  the  administration,  yet  he  was  an  honorable  9Si4 


1929 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1936 


BUmcHS,  1833.] 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


[B.  or  K. 


mil  honest  mftn,  and  no  one  on  this  floor  would  say  to  the 
contrary.  This  committee,  thus  organized,  and  thus  fully 
empowered,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  board,  to  make  all 
the  arrangements  which  they  might  see  fit,  in  regard  to 
the  payment  of  the  three  per  cents.,  sent  General  Cad- 
walader  to  England,  as  he  had  been  entrusted  with  a 
nmilar  mission  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Cheves,  and 
through  bis  agency  a  portion  of  the  European  holders  of 
three  per  cents,  have  agreed  to  give  up  their  certificates 
to  the  Government,  thus  clearing  the  United  States  from 
any  further  liability,  and  taking  the  house  of  Baring  & 
Co.  of  London,  in  whose  hands  the  bank  has  ample  funds, 
as  security  for  their  money,  which  they  will  receive  with 
interest  in  October,  1833.  By  this  arrangement  the  busi- 
ness men  of  our  country,  who  are  debtors  to  the  bank, 
have  not  been  disturbed  in  their  usual  accommodations, 
though  their  discounts  must  have  been  materially  cur- 
tailed, and  the  local  banks  pressed  in  their  turn  too  for 
balances,  had  these  foreigners  all  been  paid  at  the  coun- 
ter of  the  bank,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — and  the  re- 
sult to  the  Government  (the  certificates  being  surren- 
dered) is  the  same  as  if  the  specie  had  been  shipped 
abroad  in  exchange  for  the  stock  certificates.  So  high 
is  the  credit  of  this  institution  in  Europe,  as  appears  hy 
the  correspondence,  which  had  not  been  received  at  the 
time  the  directors  appeared  before  the  committee,  and 
therefore  b  not  in  the  evidence  reported,  that  some  of  the 
foreign  holders  have  refused  to  take  the  money,  and  in- 
■istedon  the  bank's  keeping  it  at  an  interest  of  only  three 
per  cent,  till  next  October,  under  a  previous  offer.  They 
have,  however,  while  doing  this,  surrendered  their  certi- 
ficates so  as  to  exonerate  the  treasury  from  any  liability 
to  them.  The  bank  had  the  fiinds  in  Europe  in  the 
hands  of  its  agents,  to  pay  them  oflT,  and  through  its  agent 
made  a  tender  of  the  money,  which  the  holders  dechned 
taking.  Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that  when  General 
Cadwala^er  embarked,  it  was  wholly  uncertain  whether 
the  condition  of  the  treasury  would  enable  the  Secretary 
to  pay  off  the  debt  advertised  to  be  paid,  without  obtain- 
in|f  money  for  this  favorite  purpose  of  the  Secretary,  from 
thia  same  much  abused  bank.  Mr.  T.  said  he  wished  the 
House  to  mark,  and  the  country  to  know,  that  on  the  19th 
of  last  July,  the  Secretary  addressed  a  letter  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  stating  that  if  the  funds  of  the  United 
States  should  happen  to  be  inadequate  to  the  redemption 
of  the  three  per  cents.,  he  must  rely  on  the  bank  for  the 
necessary  facilities.  Here  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  McLanc; 
that  there  shall  be  no  mistake  about  it,  you  shall  have  its 
very  language.  It  is  dated.  Treasury  Department,  19tb 
July,  1832,  and  reads  thus: 

'*  Sir,  it  was  not  until  to-day  that  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  made  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  therefore  I  have  not  been 
able  to  decide  before  now  upon  the  amount  of  the  three 
per  cents,  to  be  redeemed  on  the  Ist  of  October.  1  find, 
as  was  supposed  when  you  were  here,  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  pav  off  about  two-third^  at  that  time.  A  notice 
will  accordingly  be  gfiven  in  to-morrow's  paper  for  the 
payment  of  that  amount  on  the  Ist  of  October,  and  the 
remaining  one-third  on  the  1st  of  January.  This  has 
been  done  with  the  understanding  had  between  us,  that 
if  it  should  happen  that  the  public  moneys  are  insufficient 
to  complete  those  payments,  the  bank  will  delay  the  pre- 
sentation of  any  certificates  of  which  it  may  have  the 
control  until  the  funds  are  sufficient  to  meet  them,  the 
interest  to  be  paid  by  tlie  United  States  during  the  in- 
terval." 

Yes,  sir,  the  Treasury  Department  was  arranging  with 
the  bank,  if  the  state  of  the  public  funds  should  require 
it,  to  hold  back  the  stock  certificates,  which  the  Secre- 
tary had  invited  in  by  an  official  advertisement,  and 
which  he  was  bound  to  pay  when  presented.  All  this 
was  very  right  in  the  high  officer  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 


sury; but  it  is  a  mighty  offence  when  the  bank,  through 
its  agent,  proposes  an  arrangement,  not  more  exception- 
able certainly,  with  the  original  holders  of  the  certificates 
in  Europe.  We  can  make  a  flourish  about  paying  off  the 
national  debt,  while  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  at 
the  same  time  a  private  understanding  with  the  bank  te 
**  delay  the  presentation"  of  the  stock  certificates  which 
it  may  happen  to  hold,  even  if  <<  interest  is  to  be  paid  by 
the  Unitea  States  during  the  interval;"  but  if  the  bank 
proposes  to  allow  interest  to  the  European  stockholders, 
though  their  certificates  should  not  be  delayed,  but  sur- 
rendered up,  that  is  a  ^ery  different  afiair;  it  so  shocks 
the  sensibility  of  the  Secretary,  notwithstanding  he  penned 
the  letter  of  19th  July,  that  he  sends  the  matter  to  us,  as 
a  fave  subject  for  inquiry,  and  hints  a  doubt  as  to  the 
safety  of  his  deposites.  Now,  sir,  the  bank  had  precisely 
the  same  right  to  come  to  the  arrangement  with  the  Eu- 
ropean stockholders,  even  if  it  had  been  agfreed  with  them 
to  <*  delay  the  presentation"  of  their  certificates,  as  Mr. 
Secretary  McLane  had  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
the  bank  to  *<  delay  the  presentation"  of  any  certificates 
within  its  control,  on  being  paid  the  interest.  The  Secre- 
tary is  not  the  United  States,  nor  the  Govemment~-he  is 
^but  a  high  and  honorable  public  servant,  and  the  bank  is 
an  humble  one.  When,  tlierefore,  gentlemen  ask  what 
authority  the  bank  had  to  do  what  it  has  done,  let  them 
first  tell  us  where  and  how  does  the  accuser  of  the  bank, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  obtain  the  power  to  do 
what  he  has  done.  It  is  true  he  did  not  have  to  resort  to 
the  bank,  as  things  turned  out,  for  funds  to  enable  him 
to  meet  his  payments;  nor  did  it  become  necessary  for 
the  bank  to  **  delay  the  presentation"  of  the  certificates; 
but  that  does  not  vary  the  right  of  either  to  enter  into 
their  respective  arrangements.  If  the  Secretary's  letter 
of  19th  July,  recognising  the  understanding  to  «  delay 
the  presentation"  of  the  certificates  when  the  fiinds  might 
fall  short,  has  worked  no  harm,  neither  has  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  bank  agpent  worked  any  harm  in  regard  to 
the  three  per  cents.;  for  more  of  those  certificates  have 
been  actually  paid  oiff  and  surrendered  to  the  treasury 
than  would  have  been  had  no  movement  been  made  about 
them.  It  may  be  a  little  curious  to  know  how  the  Secre- 
tary had  met  these  payments  without  resorting  to  the 
bank  for  aid.  Mr.  I.  said  he  had  looked  into  this  matter, 
and  believed  the  business  had  been  done  in  this  way. 
The  Secretary  had  taken  moneys  that  had  been  appro- 
priated by  Cong^ress  to  other  objects,  the  unsatisfied  ap- 
propriations, sojcalled,  and  applied  them  to  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt.  The  annual  report  on  the  finances 
had  informed  us  that  there  were  due  from  the  treasury 
about  five  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  for  unsatisfied  ap- 
propriations; nearly  the  whole  of  this  amount  had  been 
taken  by  the  Secretary,  and  applied  towards  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  funded  debt.  Besides  this.  Congress 
at  the  last  session  granted  pensions  to  the  gallant  remnant 
of  our  revolutionary  worthies  who  had  not  received  the 
benefit  of  former  laws — thus  providing  for  a  debt  which, 
above  all  others,  should  have  been  promptly  discharged, 
inasmuch  as  it  bad  been  already  long  delayed.  There 
would  be  due  to  these  men,  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  sent  to  us  early  in  the  sesnon, 
about  four  millions  of  dollars,  including  the  arrear^;e8. 
This  was  over  and  above  the  five  and  a  half  millions  of 
unsatisfied  appropriations  before  referred  to.  There  has 
not  been  force  enough  in  the  Pension  Office  to  pass  upon 
these  claims  as  promptly  as  it  was  supposed  they  would 
have  been,  and  as  he  [Mr.  1.]  thought  there  ought  to  have 
been;  and  consequently  but  a  moderate  amount  had  been 
disbursed  on  their  account  prior  to  the  1st  of  January. 
What  was  not  paid  to  these  venerable  men,  but  would 
have  been  had  there  been  force  enough  in  the  offices  to 
examine  and  decide  upon  their  claims,  had  been  also  turn- 
ed over  to  swell  the  payments  of  the  funded  debt.    He 
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did  not  my  there  h»d  been  fkuk  in  this,  but  there  was 
hardly  a  member  of  Congress  who  hag  not  his  drawer  at 
this  moment  filled  with  letters  from  these  men,  many  of 
them  decrepit,  and  bowed  down  by  the  frosts  of  eighty 
winters,  complaining  that  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
receive  what  Congress  g^nted  to  them  eig^ht  months  ago, 
and  beseeching  their  representatives  to  aid  them  In  pro- 
euring  the  little  pittance  to  comfort  them  in  this  incle- 
ment season.  Many  of  them  have  stood  at  the  Pension 
Ofiice  *Mike  shivering  beggars  at  a  bolted  door,"  while 
we,  in  this  gorgeous  hall,  are  boasting  of  having  paid  off 
the  debts  of  the  revolution.  If  tliese  claims  had  been 
paid  within  six  months  from  the  time  Congress  had  au- 
thorized them  to  be  paid,  it  was  evident  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  could  not  have  accomplished  his  pay- 
ments of  the  public  debt,  even  taking  to  his  aid  the  five 
and  a  half  millions  of  other  unsatisfied  appropriations,  un- 
less he  had  resorted  to  a  temporary  loan,  or  had  relied 
on  the  bank  to  "delay  the  presentation"  of  the  certifi- 
cates, allowing  interest  for  the  accommodation.  Mr.  I. 
said  he  should  not  undei*take  to  decide  how  far  it  was 
proper  in  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  take  money 
which  has  been  once  appropriated,  before  the  appropria- 
tion is  satisfied,  and  apply  it  to  a  different  object,  even 
though  that  object  be  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
It  is  a  power  which  Congress  does  not  ordinarily  exer- 
cise: we  do  not  grant  compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  an 
Indian  fight  on  the  frontiers,  without  expressly  providing 
that  it  is  to  be  paid  <*  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated."  And  can  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment do  what  Congress  cannot,  or  does  not? 

Mr.  POLK  wished  to  understand  whether  the  {^ntle- 
inan  firom  Connecticut  contended  that  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund  had  no  authority  to  order  the  re- 
demption of  more  than  ten  millions  of  the  public  debt 
in  one  year.  He  had  understood  they  were  expressly 
autboriied  to  go  to  any  extent  beyond  that  sum  that  the 
condition  of  the  treasury  could  authorize. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  The  standing  appropriation  to  the 
sinking  fund  is  ten  milKons  annually;  perhaps  this 
should  be  satisfied  in  preference  to  other  appropriations, 
but,  during  the  last  ^ear,  about  seventeen  millions  have 
been  applied;  and  this  excess  over  the  ten  millions  can- 
not be  applied  by  the  commissioners,  unless  there  is  a 
surplus  to  that  extent  in  the  treasury.  But  does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  call  money  already  appropriated 
to  one  object,  and  for  which  the  treasury  is  liable,  a  sur- 
plus^ Is  money  due  to  revolutionary  pensioners  a  surplus, 
which  may  be  taken  to  sink  the  funded  debt?  It  was  not 
so  understood  by  that  distinguished  statesman,  so  often 
aHuded  to,  and  never  mentioned  but  with  the  most  pro- 
found respect,  the  lamented  Lowndes,  who  had,  for  se- 
veral years,  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  He  was  for  always  retaining  in  hand  at  least 
two  millions  of  dollars,  not  in  the  ragged  trash  of  broken 
banks,  but  of  sound  money,  over  and  above  the  sums  ap- 
propriated for  the  service  of  the  year.  The  policy  of  his 
masterly  mind  is  delineated  in  an  act  which  he  penned,  and 
carried  through  Congress  in  1817,  for  the  reocmption  of 
the  public  debt — an  act  which  ought  to  stsnd  as  one  of  the 
most  enduring  monuments  of  his  fame.  You  will  see  by  it 
what  he  meant  by  k  surplus.  The  third  section  provides, 
**That,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  doIUrs, 
hereinbefore  annually  appropriated  to  the  sinking  fund, 
there  shall  be  appropriated,  for  the  year  1817,  the  ftir- 
ther  sum  of  nine  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  not  otherwise  appropriated,  at  such  time  within 
the  year  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deem  most 
conducive  to  the  public  interest,  to  be  applied,  by  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  to  the  purchase  or  re- 
desiption  of  the  public  debt."  The  surplus  here  trans- 
ferred to  the  sinking  fund,  for  that  year,  is  expressly 
limited  to  "money  not  otherwise  appropriated." 


The  fourth  section  of  the  same  act  directs,  "  That,  af- 
ter the  year  1817,  whenever  there  shall  be,  at  any  time 
after  the  adjournment  of  Congress*  in  any  year,  a  surplus 
of  money  in  the  treasury,  above  the  sums  appropriated 
for  the  service  of  such  year,  the  payment  of  which  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  will  yet  leanre  in  the 
treasury,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  balance  equal  to  two 
millions  of  dollars,  then  such  surplus  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby*  appropriated  to  tiie  sinking  fund,  to  be 
paid  at  such  time  as  the  situation  of  the  treasury  will  best 
permit,  and  shall  be  applied  by  the  commissioners  thereof 
to  tlie  purchase  or  redemption  of  the  public  debt." 

It  is  true  that  this  fourth  section  of  Mr.  Lowndes's  act« 
reserving  two  millions  in  the  treasury  beyond  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  year,  has  been  siscev  very 
unwisely,  as  he  [  Mr.  1.]  believed,  repealed  by  a  law 
which  originated  in  the  Senate  in  1830.  That  laW  (the 
act  of  1830)  authorizes  the  Secretary,  whenever  the  trea- 
sury shows  a  surplus  of  funds,  « to  cause  such  surplus  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund,  and  the  same  shall  be  applied  by  them  to  the  reim- 
bursement or  purchase  of  tlie  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  at  such  times  as  the  state  of  the  treasury  will  best 
admit." 

You  can,  therefore,  under  this  act,  take  the  two  mil- 
lions which  Mr.  Lowndes's  prudence  would  have  reserv- 
ed, if  the  Secretary  so  wills  it;  but  still  you  can  take  no- 
thing that  is  not  **  surplus;"  and  what  is  meant  by  surplus^ 
has  been  already  shown  by  the  act  of  1817  to  be  money 
in  the  treasury  above  the  sums  appropriated. 

Mr.  FOLK  wished  to  know  whether  there  was  not,  on 
the  Ist  of  October,  three  millions  in  the  treasury,  and  on 
the  1st  of  January,  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  over 
and  above  all  claims,  of  every  description,  upon  the  trea- 
sury, and  unavailable  funds. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Nos  not  of  legitimate  funds  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.  On  the  1st  of  January  the  trea- 
sury was  scraped  to  the  bottom.  There  was  on  hand 
about  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  money  received 
from  the  Danish  Giovernment  for  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce, which  belonged  to  American  merchants,  for  whom 
it  had  been  recovered;  and,  within  a  few  da^s  afterwards, 
the  greater  part  of  that,  as  he  had  been  mfonned,  had 
been  expended,  leaving  only  a  little  over  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  beyond  the  amount  of  warrants  issued;  and 
the  whole  of  that  would  have  vanislied  long  before  if  the 
pensioners  of  the  revolution  had  been  generally  attended 
to,  and  their  claims  allowed,  to  say  nothing  of  the  five  and 
a  half  millions  of  unsatisfied  appropriations  outstanding 
against  the  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  last  year. 

Mr.  BOON  now  moved  the  orders  of  the  day,  which 
the  House  refosed. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  said,  after  the  great  indulgence 
he  had  received,  he  felt  that  he  could  not  better  repay 
the  kindness  of  the  House,  just  manifested  by  its  vote, 
than  by  declining  to  take  up  more  of  its  valuable  time  on 
this  the  last  d^y  of  the  session,  though  there  were  other  to- 
pics on  which,  under  other  circumstances,  he  would  be 
desirous  of  behtg  heard.  He  preferred  the  House  sbould 
act  rather  than  listen  to  him;  he  would,  therefore,  be- 
fore he  sat  down,  move  for  the  previous  question  on  the 
resolution;  and,  as  we  have  had  a  speech  from  each  side, 
he  hoped  the  motion  would  be  sustained  by  common  con- 
sent, that  we  may  decide  this  question  at  once,  and  pass 
on  to  the  other  business  which  roust  be  attended  to  before 
the  session  closes.  He  accordingly  moved  the  previous 
question,  but  withdrew  his  motion,  for  the  present,  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  McDUFFlE,  who  said  he  was  aware  that  this  was 
not  the  proper  period  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject; and  had  it  so  pleased  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Polk,]  he  should  have  been  content  that 
the  House  should  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  the  rcsolu- 
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tjon  presented  to  it.  He  differed  from  tbat  honorable  gen- 
tleman M  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  it.  He  heUeved 
that  it  was  not  only  right,  but  that,  under  the  cireum* 
itaiKsea  of  the  ease,  it  was  the  solemn  duty  of  the  House 
to  express  their  opinion  as  to  the  proposition  contained  in 
the  resolution.  What!  were  they  to  be  told  that  the  dis- 
position of  the  public  revenue  of  the  country  was  a  ques- 
tion for  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  That  officer  had, 
indeed,  a  limited  discretion,  enabling  him  to  take  the  pub- 
lic depoeites  out  of  any  bank  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, his  act  to  be  subject  to  the  judgpment  of  the  Con- 
gress at  its  following  session.  It  was  Congress,  and  not 
the  Secretary,  that  was  to  be  tlie  judge  where  the  funds 
of  the  nation  should  be  placed. 

.  Who  had  brought  this  question  before  Congress?  Was 
it  the  bank?  Not  it  was  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes:  it  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury:  and  they 
bad  presented  the  subject  in  a  form  which  made  it  the  so- 
lemn dutv  of  the  House  .to  pronounce  its  opinion  on  the 
grave  and  weighty  matter  submitted  to  it  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  asked  the  House,  very  grave- 
ly, whether  they  were  prepared  to  pronounce  judgment 
aiipinst  the  administration,  and  against  all  who  voted  with 
him  on  this  subjects  Ah!  Was  the  administration  then  on 
ita  trial  before  that  House  and  the  country?  So  that,  if  the 
House  should  declare  that  the  National  Bank  is  a  safe 
place  of  deposile  for  the  .funds  of  the  Government,  it  was 
to  be  viewed  as  a  condemnation  of  the  President  and  his 
Secretary?  Mr.  McD.  knew  of  no  principle  on  which  such 
a  conclusion  rested,  than  this,  that  the  greater  the  truth, 
the  greater  the  libel.  When  the  House  declared  that  the 
bank  was  a  safe  place  of  deposile  for  those  funds,  it  spoke 
the  truth.  None  dare  to  say  that  it  was  not  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  And  had  Con- 
gress come  to  that  pass,  that  they  dare  not  tell  the  truth 
to  tlie  American  people,  because  the  President  and  his 
Secretary  had  expressed  a  different  opinion,  and  that 
without  the  shadow  of  foundation?  Mr.  McD.  had  been 
utterly  astonished  that  any  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment should  have  expressed  so  extraordinary  an  opinion 
as  that  the  national  deposites  were  not  safe  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  He  solemnly  declared  that,  through 
every  period  of  the  investigation  which  had  taken- place, 
he  bad  had  but  one  opinion,  which  was,  that,  in  the  whole 
civilized  world,  there  did  not  exist  a  bank  more  perfectly 
competent  to  meet  all  its  engagements,  and  which  better 
fulfilled  all  the  ends  for  which  it  had  been  created.  He 
woul4  f^o  further,  and  declare  it  his  opinion  that  there 
was  no  such  bank  in  the  world,  and  no  such  currency  in 
existence  any  where.  No  Government  had  received  such 
iiicflities  from  any  bank  whatever  as  the  American  Go- 
vernment had  constantly  received,  and  was  still  receiving, 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes.  While  the  bank  had 
funds  in  its  possession  to  pay  all  its  debts,  meet  its  whole 
circulation,  and  all  its  other  engagements  of  every  kind, 
and  bad,  moreover,  forty-two  millions  of  dollars  for  its 
stockholders,  that  Government  should  tell  the  people 
that  their  deposites  were  not  safe  there,  and  that  Con- 
gress must  not  have  the  firmness  and  justice  to  declare  to 
the  contrary  ?  It  was  most  extraordinary.  Were  they  to 
make  every  question  a  party  question  ?  Must  every  man 
be  exactly  in  the  vein  of  the  President  and  his  Secre- 
tary ?  Was  the  House  to  be  held  as  making  an  attack 
upon  the  President  because  it  told  the  truth-*a  truth 
which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  not  himself 
deny  ?  Did  the  gentleman  himself  believe,  on  his  con- 
science, that  the  Government  deposites  were  not  safe  in 
the  bank?  He  did  not.  There  was  not  a  man  m  the  Unit- 
ed States,  capable  of  comprehending  the  subject,  who 
could  hold,  or  would  avow  such  an  opinion. 

Mr.  McD.  said  he  would  tell  the  House»  in  a  few  words, 
the  reason  why  he  wished  this  resolution  to  pass.  He  pre- 
sumed that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  made 


this  communication  to  Congress  with  a  view  of  getting 
the  opinion  of  Congress  on  the  question  submitted  to  them. 
The  question  was  now  presented  to  the  House  in  the  shape 
of  a  resolution,  and  he  should  regard  its  adoption  as  per- 
fectly conclusive  in  a  practical  point  of  view.  Any  admi- 
nistration which,  after  the  expression  by  Congress  of  the 
opinion  advanced  in  this  resolution,  should  witiidraw  the 
national  deposites  from  the  bank,  would  deserve,  as  il 
would  assuredly  receive,  the  execration  of  the  country. 
Mr.  McD.  hoped  that  no  gentleman'^  opinion,  as  to  the 
constitutionality  or  unconstitutionality  of  the  bank,  would 
prevent  him  from  expressing  his  honest  conviction  as  to 
the  state  of  its  affairs. 

Mr.  McD.  would  not  speak  what  he  thought  about  this 
proceeding.  He  would  not  say  that  it  was  persecutioni 
but  he  would  say  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  most  per- 
ntdous  and  the  most  unwarrantable  ever  put  forth  by 
public  men.  What,  in  fact,  had  saved  the  whole  com- 
munity from  one  universal  wreck?  Nothing  but  the  ftict 
that  our  commercial  commimity  possessed  too  much  intel- 
li^nce  to  believe  what  had  been  told  them  by  the  ad-< 
mmistration.  In  any  other  country,  such  a  declaration 
would  have  produced  a  panic,  which,  however  unfound* 
ed,  must  have  brought  the  bank  to  ruin.  Thanks  be  to 
God,  and  to  our  commercial  community,  the  thing  had 
t»een  but  a  Ave  days'  wonder,  and  had  passed  away;  and 
such  a  declaration,  if  put  forth  now  from  the  same  source, 
would  have  no  more  mfluence  in  the  community  than  if  it 
proceeded  from  the  most  insignificant  individual  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  McD.  said  he  was  anxious  till  the  period  should 
arrive  when  the  public  deposites  should  no  longer  be  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  Government.  He  was  anx- 
ious to  avoid  this  speculation  of  funds  in  market,  and  the 
local  banks  bidding  for  them.  Then  gentlemen  would 
see  a  game  worthy  to  be  contemplated  by  a  philosopher. 
A  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  power  to  place  the 
public  Ainds  wherever  he  pleased,  could  control  the  Go* 
vernment  and  the  people,  principalities  and  powers— 
all,  all  would  be  at  his  beck;  they  could  not  resist  him. 
But  God  forbid  that  these  funds  should  be  put  in  market, 
as  a  means  for  poUtical  gamblers  to  make  their  way  to 

power. 

If  the  deposites  were  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  where  were  they  to  go?  He  presumed  it 
required  no  miraculous  inspiration  to  foretell  that  they 
were  to  go  into  the  banks  of  New  York;  and  if  they  did, 
how  would  the  transaction  stand  before  the  eyes  of  pos- 
terity ?  To  take  the  Government  deposites  out  of  a  bank 
possessing  more  than  half  of  its  whole  circulation  in  spe- 
cie, and  place  them  in  banks  whose  specie  capita]  did  not 
amount  to  one-seventh  of  their  circulation! 

He  never  could  give  his  assent  to  this,  nor  would  he 
countenance  any  measure  which  might  be  seized  upon  as 
giving  a  pretext  to  do  so.  After  a  grave  question  had 
been  maae  by  the  President  as  to  the  soundness  of  the 
bank,  if  Congress  should  say  nothing,  that  officer  might 
conclude,  as  he  had  once  done  in  reference  to  a  certain 
Indian  treaty  which  he  had  submitted  for  ratification.  The 
Senate  not  having  acted  upon  it,  he  considered  himself  at 
liberty  to  carry  it  into  execution.  He  might  say,  **  I  told 
Congress  that  the  United  States  Bank  was  an  unsafe  place 
for  the  public  money;  they  said  nothing  to  the  contrary; 
silence  gives  consent;  and,  therefore,  transfer  the  depo- 
sites without  further  ceremony." 

Mr.  McD.  observed  that  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
to  which  he  was  prompted  by  a  sacred  sense  of  duty: 
they  had  reference  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  Mr. 
Nicholas  Biddle.  He  knew  that  gentleman  well;  and 
he  conscientiously  believed  that  there  did  not  live  a  more 
honest  or  more  honorable  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
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No  man  in  the  United  States  possessed  a  more  thorou^ 
knowledge  of  banking,  in  all  its  operations;  and  never 
had  an  institution  been  manaeed  with  more  perfect  judg- 
ment, or  more  consummate  ability,  than  this  bad  been  by 
him. 

As  to  the  issue  made  up  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  Mr.  Diddle,  Mr.  McD.  had  nothinfc  to  do 
with  it;  but,  on  the  mere  question  of  finance,  he  would 
say,  that,  if  the  Secretary  had  taken  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Biddle  in  reference  to  the  French  claims,  he  would  have 
saved  the  treasury  between  eight  and  nine  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  advice  of  the  president  of  the  bank 
had  been  asked  by  the  Secretary  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
drawing  for  the  French  indemnities.  The  advice  had 
been  promptly  given,  viz.  that  the  Secretary's  wisest 
course  would  be  to  draw  a  bill  at  once,  and  the  bank 
would  purchase  it;  as,  if  he  postponed  it,  the  rate  of  ex- 
change would  probably  be  higher.  The  Secretary  had 
rejected  the  advice,  and  postponed  drawing  until  the  an- 
ticipated rise  in  exchange  had  taken  place,  and  then  had 
been  much  disappointed  and  displeased  because  he  could 
not  get  the  same  terms  from  the  bank  as  had  been  offer- 
ed him  before. 

Mr.  McD.  said  that  he  did  not  know  for  what  purpose 
m  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the  three  per  cents,  had  been 
brought  forward.  He  would  only  sav  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennemee  had  seemed  to  dwell  with  emphasis  upon 
an  equivocal  phrase  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  had  labored  to  show 
that  the  committee  had  declared  that  the  bank  bad  **  ex- 
ceeded its  powers."  He  woukl  give  to  the  House  an  ex- 
planation of  the  facts  which  had«  led  to  that  expression. 
The  agent  of  the  bank  bad  made  a  contract  with  the  hold- 
ers of  Government  securities  abroad,  which  the  bank  had 
not  authorized  him  to  make.  The  directors  had  disavowed 
the  conttact^  If  a  disavowal  of  a  contract  was  to  be  con- 
strued into  a  transcending  of  the  powers  of  the  bank,  the 
gentleman  was  welcome  to  make  the  most  of  it.    The 

greater  part  of  this  stock,  however,  was  now  paid  off;  lit- 
e  more  than  a  million  remained.  The  gentleman  had 
said  that  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  had  been  obtained 
on  condition  tliat  the  bank  would  become  responsible  in- 
stead of  the  Government;  and  this  the  gentleman  seemed 
to  consider  as  a  going  in  debt  on  the  part  of  the  bank. 
But  did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  the  bank  held,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Barings,  three  millions  to  meet  this?  They 
had  more  money  than  was  sufficient  to  pay  it  all,  and  all 
the  three  per  cents,  outstanding  beside. 

Mr.  McD.  concluded  by  asking  what  the  House  was 
prepared  to  do  with  the  resolution  which  was  before  it. 
All  it  called  upon  the  House  to  say,  was,  that  the  depo- 
sites  were  safe  in  the  bank.  If  any  man  doubted  this,  let 
him  say  so. 

Mr.  McD.  then  (agreeably  to  the  promise  he  had  given 
when  he  rose)  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WAYNE  requested  him  to  withdraw  it.  He  re- 
ferred  the  gentleman  to  Mr.  IsoaBsoLL;  but,  while  these 
gentlemen  were  conversing  on  the  subject, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  rose,  and,  af\er  a  word  or  two, 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  P  Ain'ON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  POLK  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  WAYNE  remonstrated,  and  believed  that  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  WmTTLssaT  had  been  out  of  time,  and  out  of 
order. 

The  CHAIR  deciding  otherwise, 

Mr.  WAYNE  submitted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Patto^i's  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays:  Yeas  79,  nays  96. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lav  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
TI.XSIT  for  the  previous  question. 


The  motion  was  seconded  by  the   House:  Teas  86, 
nays  30. 
The  previous  question  was  tlien  carried;  and  the  main 

3uestion»  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  was  put,  and 
ecided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Appleton,  Arnold,  Ashley,  fiabcock.  Banks,  Noyes  Bar- 
ber, John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Barstow, 
Isaac  C.  Bates,  Briggs,  Bucher,  Burd,  Burges,  Cahoon, 
Choate,  Claiborne,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke, 
Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Dearborn, 
Denny,  Dickson,  Drayton,  Draper,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace 
Everett,  Ford,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hawes,  Hiester,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hughes,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  IngersoU,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Kendall,  Henry  King,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Marshall,  Max- 
well, Robert  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Newnan, 
Newton,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pendleton,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Ran- 
dolph, John  Reed,  Rencher,  Root,  Russel,  Semmes, 
Sewall,  William  B.  Shepard,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storra, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas;  Tompkins,  Tra- 
cy, Verplanck,  Vinton,  Washington,  Watmough,  WU- 
kin,  Ehsha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Edward 
D.  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams,  Young.— 109. 

NAYS.^-Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  James 
Rates,  Beardsley,  Bergen,  Bethune,  John  Blair,  Bouck, 
John  Brodhead,  Carr,  Clay,  Clayton,  Connor,  Daymn, 
Fitzgerald,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hawkins,  Hoffman,  Holland,  Horn,  Hubbard,  Adam 
King,  Lecompte,  Lyon,  Mann,  Macdis,  Mason,  McCarty, 
Mitchell,  Pierson,  Polk,  Edw'd  C.  Reed,  Soule,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Francis  Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson,  Wardwell, 
Wayne*  Weeks,  Campbell  P.  White,  Worthington. 
—46. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  the  Government  deposites 
may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  be  safely  continued  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
with  the  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Some  desultory  debate  occurred  on  one  or  two  of  the 
items— particularly  on  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  £. 
EVERETT,  to  extend  the  franking  privilege  by  givinjg 
it  to  members  from  the  period  of  sixty  days  before  their 
entering  Congress,  to  the  first  day  of  the  Congress  suc- 
ceeding. This  amendment  was  agreed  to.  The  item  of 
thirty-rour  thousand  dollars,  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  produced  a  somewhat  sharp  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  WHITTLESEY  and  WICKLIFFE 
opposed,  and  Messrs.  CONNOR  and  R.  M.  JOHNSON 
derended  and  supported  the  amendment.  A  letter  of  the 
late  Postmaster  General  was  read;  and,  after  some  desul- 
tory conversation  on  a  few  amendments  of  minor  import- 
ance, 

Mr.  HUBBARD  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried;  and  the  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  House  then  took  a  recess  from  4  to  6  o'clock. 

svsifiiro  sxssioir. 

The  House  were  occupied  in  reading  a  third  time,  and 
passing,  some  of  the  appropriation  bills»  &c. 

A  joint  resolution  with  an  amendment,  from  the  Senate, 
extending  the  interpretation  of  the  pension  law,  occasion- 
ed some  debate.  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion, and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  his 
motion  for  Mr.  HUBBARD  to  expUin. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  further  opposed,  and  Mr.  DAVIS, 
of  Massachusetts,  advocated  the  resolution,  insisting  that 
pensions  ought  to  run,  not  only  to  the  proclamation  of 
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peace*  but  till  the  day  of  the  dUbanding  of  the  revolution- 
ary army»  (September,  1783.) 

The  question  being  taken  on  laying  the  reaolution  on 
the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas  64^  nays  73. 
The  Senate's  amendment  was  then  concurred  in. 
The  appropriation  bill  for  the  Engineer  and  Ordnance 
Departments  was  amended  by  inserting  an  item  of  nine 
thousand  dollars  for  the  pui«hase  of  forty  .five  acres  of 
land  near  Watervliet,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  then 
ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

A  bill  increasing  the  number  of  passengers,  in  propor- 
tion to  tannage,  which  vessels  may  bring  into  the  United 
States,  coming  up,  Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  U^  it  upon  the 
table.     The  motion  prevailed:  Yeas  74. 

The  bill  empowering  the  President  to  change  the  loca- 
tion of  land  offices  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
coming  up,  Mr.  ALEXANDER  moved  to  strike  out  the 
proviso  retaining  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  over  theroad. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  VINTON,  McKEN- 
NAN,  and  MERCER,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  MASON, 
ALEXANDER,  and  CLAY. 

Mr.  STEWART  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  Negatived. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and  carried; 
mnd  the  main  question  being  put,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
its  third  reading. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and,  after  a  struggle  in  respect  to  different  bills 
proposed,  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  (No.  128,)  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties.  It  was  amended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  E.  EVERETT,  by  adding  a  proviso  for 
the  valuation  of  the  buildings  and  improvements  of  the 
American  board  among  the  Choctaws,  and  the  payment 
of  the  balance  only.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its 
third  reading. 

The  committee  next  took  up  the  amendments  from  the 
Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill;  among  these 
was  an  item  for  a  custom-house  in  Baltimore,  advocated 
by  Mr.  HOWARD,  and  concurred  in;  another  for  a  cus- 
tom-house in  Newburyport;  another  for  the  investment  of 
the  money  received  from  the  Government  of  France  under 
the  late  treaty,  until  paid  over  to  the  claimants;  another 
allowing  the  officers  of  the  customs  the  same  income  as 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to  had  the  tariff  act  of 
1832  not  passed;  with  some  others. 

The  amendments  were  all  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  to  explain  the  18th 
section  of  the  tariff  law  of  1832.  It  was  amended  in  seve- 
ral respects,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C  AMBRELENG,  and  then 
ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  hardware  bill  was  taken  up,  and  amended,  on  mo- 
tions of  Mr.  STEWART  and  Mr.  ADAMS. 

The  bill  for  improving  harbors  and  rivers  in  the  Terri- 
tories, on  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  and  the  li^ht-house 
bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  NEWTON,  were  considered  in 
committee,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  to  tlie 
House.  The  bill  to  explain  the  18th  section  of  the  tariff 
act  occasioned  a  pretty  warm  debate.  Mr.  WICKL1FFE 
insisting  on  the  proviso  he  had  offered  when  the  bill  had 
formerly  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  confining  the 
effect  of  the  bill  to  goods  which  would  have  been  entitled 
to  drawback. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  Mr.  C  AMBRELENG,  and  Mr. 
WICKLIFFE,  supported,  and  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachu- 
setts, opposed  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading:  Yeas 
79,  nays  47. 
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When  the  light-house  bill  came  to  its  third  reading,  an 
ardent  contest  arose.  Mr.  LEWIS,  of  Alabama,  vehe- 
mently opposed  the  bill,  and  threatened  to  call  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  every  item  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  CAMBRE- 
LENG,  replied,  when  Mr.  LEWIS  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  this  motion,  and  stood 
as  follows.  Yeas  44^  nays  71 . 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  made  various  inquiries  of  Mr.  Cah« 
BBELCRa  in  relation  to  the  grounds  on  which  the  items 
had  been  inserted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied,  and  stated  the  strictness 
with  wliich  the  Committee  on  Commerce  had  investigated 
each  item.  The  amendments  were  all  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

[U  was  near  2  o'clock  in  the  morning.] 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  al- 
low  him  to  move  that  the  House  send  a  message  to  the 
Senate,  informing  them  that  tlie  House  would  adjourn  at 
4  o'clock  sine  die. 

But  the  motion  failed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  go  into  committee  on 
various  private  bills,  which  he  named.  The  motion  was 
warmly  opposed,  but  it  succeeded. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  House  was  called  accord- 
ingly, when  116  members  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  hoping  that  this  number  of  mem- 
bers could  be  kept  In  the  House  to  do  business,  moved  to 
suspend  the  call.     It  was  thereupon  suspended. 

The  bills  named  were  then  passed  through  committee, 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

[It  was  now  about  3  o'clock  A.  M.] 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  the  following  resolution,  (Mr. 
Tatlob  having  been  temporarily  called  to  the  chair 
by  the  Speaker:) 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented 
to  the  Hon.  Ahdbkw  Stkvexson,  Speaker,  for  the  fair- 
ness, dignity,  skill,  and  impartiality,  with  which  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  chair,  during  the  twenty- 
second  Congress. 

The  question  being  put,  the  resolution  was  passed 
nem,  con. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  go  into  committee  on  three 
bills  for  territorial  objects.  The  yeas  and  nays  were 
called,  and  it  appeared  that  only  90  members  answered 
to  their  names. 

From  this  time  until  near  5  o'clock,  successive  attempts 
were  made  to  obtain  a  quorum  to  vote  on  different  mo- 
tions, but  in  vain. 

At  a  little  before  5  o'clock,  a  motion  was  made  to  ap- 
point a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
join  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  inform  the 
President  that  the  two  Houses  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
Yeas  70,  nays  19. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  POLK,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee;  and  in  a  short  time  af\er,  they 
returned,  and  reported  that  the  President  had  no  further 
communication  to  make  to  Congress. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BARBOUR,  the  House 
adjourned  sine  die. 

The  SPEAKER  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House  as 
follows: 

Gbktltemxk:  I  pray  you  to  accept  mpr  grrateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  this  renewed  expression  of  confidence 
and  approbation  in  the  discliarge  of  the  official  duties  of 
this  high  office. 

I  receive  it  in  the  same  spirit  of  kindness  in  which  I 
flatter  myself  it  has  been  oflTered,  and  shall  cherish  it  with 
feelings  of  profound  respect  and  the  deepest  gratitude. 
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For  the  last  six  years  it  has  been  your  pleasure  that  the 
arduous  duties  of  this  chair  should  be  assigned  to  me. 

This  whole  period  of  service  has,  as  you  well  know, 
gentlemen,  been  disting^shed  by  events  well  calculated 
to  render  this  station  one  of  more  than  ordinary  labor  and 
responsibility. 

I  have  zealously  and  faithfully  endeavored  to  meet  this 
responsibility,  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed  arrogant 
when  I  say  that  I  feel  a  proud  consciousness  that  the  du- 
ties of  this  high  trust  have  been  discharged  by  me  with 
a  single  eye  to  the  character  and  dignity  of  this  House, 
the  interest  of  my  country,  and  my  own  honor. 

That  I  have  often  erred,  I  most  re&dily  admit;  but  they 
have  been  errors  of  rule  and  principle,  not  caprice  or 
passion;  and  if  there  has  been  any  apparent  rig^  or  harsh- 
ness in  the  Chair,  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  it  was  unintentional  and  indiscriminate. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  moments  of  excitement  and  commo- 
tion, any  thing  unkind  has  occurred  between  myself  and 
the  individual  members  of  the  House,  let  me  assure  you 
it  has  long  since  passed  from  my  memory,  and  been  for- 
given and  forgotten. 

I  have  no  injuries  to  complain  of,  and  no  memory  for 
them,  if  they  existed,  and  I  shall  part  with  you  all,  this 
night,  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  good  will. 

Before  we  separate,  gentlemen*  will  you  pardon  me 
ibr  a  moment,  in  offering  a  single  suggestion.^ 

Our  councils,  of  late,  have  been  greaOy  divided^  and 
their  harmony  and  peaoe  disturbed. 

Our  country  has  been  deeply  and  painfully  excited, 
8»d  the  safety  and  security  of  the  Union  itself  threatened. 


May  we  not  all  now  hope  that  the  causes  of  excite- 
ment are  hourly  subsiding  and  passing  off?  That  peace 
and  harmony  and  brotherly  affection  will  soon  sbed  their 
holy,  calm,  and  blessed  influences  around  us ;  aud  that  our 
beloved  countr}'  will  again  become  united,  peaceful,  and 
happy?  * 

In  assuming  this  station>  some  years  ago,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  tlien  expressing  to  the  House  a  sentiment  which 
I  had  long  cherished,  and  which  I  now  seize  this  fit  occa^- 
sion  of  repeating  from  this  ehair.  It  is  this:  that  our 
confederated  repubfic  can  oiUy  safely  exist  under  the  in- 
fluence of  wise,  equal,  and  just  faiws;  by  the  ties  of  com- 
mon interests  and  brotherly  alfectionv  a  spirit  of  mutual 
forbearance  and  moderation,  (collectively  and  individual 
ly,]>  and  by  cherishing  a  devotion  to  that  liberty  and 
Union  secured  to  us  by  the  blood  of  our  common  fathers. 
These  are  the  stable  foundations  upon  wtiich  our  libertieji 
and  free  institutions  can  alone  rest;  and  God  grant  tliey 
may  be  eternal-.  This,  gentlemen,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, is  the  moment  of  separation  with  many,  very  many 
of  us,  forever.  Is  there  one  individual  present  to  whose 
bosom  a  final  separation  from  those  with  whom  he  lias 
been  so  long  and  intimately  associated,  will  not  cast  a 
painful  and  bitter  pang^  If  there  be,  I  confess  I  envy 
not  his  feelings. 

You  will  carry  with  you,  gentlemen,  my  cordial  ami 
best  wishes  for  your  individual  prosperity  and  happiness^ 
and  I  pray  you  to  receive  this  my  most  affectionate,  and^ 
possibly,  last  farewell. 

The  SPBAKERthen  adjourned  the  House  vac  4iu 
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SENATE. 
MAINE — John  Holmes,  Peleg  Sprague. 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE— Samuel  Bell.  Isaac  Hill. 
MASS ACHUSETTS— Daniel  Webster,  Nathaniel  Silsbee. 
RHODE  ISLAND—Nehemiah  R.  Knight,  Asher  Robbins. 
CONNECTICUT— Samuel  A.  Foot,  G.  Tomlinson. 
VERMONT— Horatio  Seymour,  Samuel  PrentLss. 
NEW  YORK— Charles  E.  Dudley,  William  L.  Marcy. 
NEW  JERSEY— Mahlon  Dickerson,  T.  Frelinghuysvin. 
PENNSYLVANIA— William  Wilkins,  George  M.  Dallas. 
DELAWARE— John  M.  Clayton,  Arnold  Naudain. 
MARYLAND— E.  F.  Chambers,  Samuel  Smith. 
VIRGINIA— John  Tyler. 

NORTH  CAROLINA— Bedford  Brown,  W.  P.  Maiiffum. 
SOUTH  CAROLINA— R.  Y.  Hayne.  Stephen  D.  Miller. 
GEORGIA— George  M.  Troup,  John  Forsyth. 
KENTUCKY—George  M.  Bibb,  Henry  Clay. 
TENNESSEE— FeUx  Grundy,  Hugh  L.  White. 
OHIO— Benjamin  Ruggles,  Thomas  Ewing. 
LOUISIANA— Josiah  S.  Johnston,  George  A.  Wa^ffaman. 
INDIANA— William  Hendricks,  Robert  Hanna. 
MISSISSIPPI— George  Poindexter. 
ILLINOIS— Elias  K.  Kane,  John  M.  Robinson. 
ALABAMA— William  R.  King,  Gabriel  Moore. 
MISSOURI— Thomas  H.  Benton,  Alexander  Buckner. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

MAINE — John  Anderson,  James  Bates,  George  Evans, 
Cornelius  Holland,  Leonard  Jarvis,  Edward  Kavanairh, 
Rufus  Mclntyre— r.  * 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— John  Brodhead,  Thomas  Chand- 
ler,  Joseph  Hamraons,  Henry  Hubbard,  Joseph  W.  Har- 
per, John  W.  Weeks— 6. 

RHODE  ISLAND — Tristam  Burgcs,  Dutee  J.  Pearce 
—2. 

MASS  ACHUSETTS— John  Quincy  Adams,  Nathan  Ap- 
pleton,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  George  N.  Briggs,  Rufus  Choate, 
H.  A.  S.  Dearborn,  John  Davis,  Edward  Everett,  George 
Grennell,  jr.,  Joseph  G.  Kendall,  Jei-emiali  Nelson,  John 
Reed. 

VERMONT— Heman  Allen,  William  Cahoon,  Horace 
Everett,   William  Slade— 4. 

CONNECTICUT— Noyes  Barber,  William  W.  Ells- 
worth, J  W.  Huntington,  Ralph  I.  Ingcrsoll,  William  L. 
Storrs,  Ebenezer  Young— 6. 

NEW  YORK-WiUiam  G.  Angel,  G.  S.  Barstow,  Jo- 
sc»ph  Bouck,  Wilham  Babcock,  John  T.  Bergen,  John  C. 
Brodhead,  Samuel  Beardsley,  John  A.  Collier,  Bates 
Cooke,  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  John  Dickson,  Charles  Dayan. 
U.  F.  Doubleday,  William  Hogan,  Michael  HofTman,  F. 
G.  Jewett,  John  King,  G.  Y.  Lansing,  James  Lent,  Job 
Pierson,  Nathamel  Pitcher,  E.  H.  Pendleton,  Edward  C. 
Reed,  Erastus  Boot,  Nathan  Soule,  John  W.  Taylor,  P.  L. 
T^^/^.^*  ^-  Verplanck,  Frederick  WhitU*ey,  Samuel 
^  Wilkin,  G.  H.  Wheeler,  C.  P.  MTiite,  Aaron  Ward. 
Daniel  Wardwell— ^34. 

NEW  JERSEY— Lewis  Condict,  Silas  Condit,  Richard 

il.!^°o^P^u'   Thomas  H.  Hughes,  James  F.    Randolph, 
tauc  Southard — 6.  * 
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PENNSYLVANIA— Robert  Allison,  John  Banki,  Geo. 
Burd,  John  C  Bucher,  Thomas  H.  Crawford,  Eichard 
Coulter,  Harmar  Denny,  Lewis  Dewart,  Joihua  Evans,. 
James  Ford,  John  Gilmore,  WilliMn  Heister,  Henry  Horn, 
Peter  Ihrie,  jr.,  Adam  King,  Henry  King,  Joel  K.  Mann, 
H.  A.  Muhlenberg,  T.  M.  McKennan,  Robert  McCoy,  Da- 
vid Potts,  Andrew  Stewart,  Samuel  A.  Smith,  Philander 
Stephens,  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  John  G.  Watmough— 26. 

BIARYLAND— B.  C.  Howard,  Daniel  Jenifer,  John  L. 
Kerr,  Charles  S.  Sewell,  B.  I.  Semmes,  John  S.  Spence, 
Francis  Thomas,  G.  C.  Washington,  J.  T.  H-  Worthing- 
ton — ^9. 

DELAWARE— ^John  J.  Milligan— 1. 

VIRGINIA— Mark  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  William 
S.  Archer,  WiUiam  Armstrong,  John  S.  Barbour,  Thomas 
L.  Bouldin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Robeit  Craig,  Joseph  W. 
Chinn,  Richard  Coke,  jr.,  Thomas  Davenport,  William  F. 
Gordon,  John  Y.  Mason,  Lewis  Maxwell,  Charles  F.  Mer- 
cer,  WiUiam  McCoy,  I'homas  Newton,  John<M.  Patton, 
John  J.  Roane,  A.  Stevenson — 20. 

NORTH  CAROLINA— D.  L.  Barringer,  Laughlin  Bc- 
thune,  John  Branch,  Samuel  P.  Carson,  Henry  W.  Con- 
nor, Thomas  H.  Hall,  James  McKay,  Abraham  Rencher, 
William  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Jesse  Speight, 
Lewis  Williams — 12. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA— Rob.  W.  Barn  well,  James  Blaiis 
Warren  R.  Davis,  William  Drayton,  John  M.  Feldcr,  J. 
R.  Griffin,  Thomas  R.  Mitchell,  George  McDuffie,  Williim 
T.  NuckoUs— 9. 

GEORGIA— Thomas  F.  Foster,  Henry  O.  Lamar,  Da- 
niel  Newnan,  Wiley  Thompson,  Richard  H.  Wilde,  James 
M.  Wayne — 6. 

KENTUCKY— John  Adair,  Chilton  Allan,  Henry  Da- 
niel, Nathan  Gaither,  Albert  G.  Hawes,  R.  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Lecompte,  Chittenden  Lyon,  R.  P.  Letcher,  Tho- 
mas A.  Marshall,  Christopher  Tompkins,  C.  A.  Wick- 
lifTe — 12. 

TENNESSEE— Thomas  D.  Arnold,  John  Bell,  John 
Blair,  William  Fitzgerald,  WiUiam  HaU,  J.  C.  Isacks,  Cave 
Johnson,  James  K.  Polk,  James  Standifer— 9. 

OHIO— Joseph  H.  Crane,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  WiUiam 
Creighton,  jr.,  Thomas  Corwin,  James  Findlav,  William 
W.Irwin,  WUliam  Kennon,H.  II.  Leavitt,  William  Russe), 
William  Stanbery,  John  Thompson,  Joseph  Vance,  Sa- 
muel F.  Vinton,  Elisha  Whittlesey— 14. 

LOUISIANA— Henry  A.  BuUard,  Philemon  Thomas, 
Edward  D.  White— 3. 

ALABAMA— Clement  C.  Clay,  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  Samu- 
el W.  Mardis — 3. 

INDIANA— "RatlifF  Boon,  John  Carr,  Jonathan  Mc- 
Carty— 3. 

ILLINOIS— Joseph  Duncan— 1. 
MISSOURI— William  H.  Ashley— 1. 
MISSISSIPPI— F.  E.  Plummeivl. 

DELEGATES. 
MICHIGAN- A.  F.  Wing. 
ARKANSAS— A.  H.  Sevier. 
FLORIDA— J.  M.  White. 
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MESSAGE 

OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  TO 
BOTH  HOUSES  OF   CONGRESS, 

JH  the  commencement  of  the  Second  Session  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Congress, 

Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives: 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  cong^ratulate  you  upon  your 
return  to  llie  seat  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
discharging  your  du'.ies  to  the  people  of  tlie  United 
States.  Ahhough  the  pestilence  which  had  traversed  the 
Old  World  has  entered  our  limiOy  and  extended  its  ra- 
vages over  much  of  our  land,  it  hav  pleas. d  Almighty 
God  to  mitigate  its  severity,  and  lessen  the  number  of 
its  victims,  compared  with  thosa  who  have  fallen  in  most 
other  countried  over  which  it  has  spread  its  terrors.  Not- 
withstanding this  visitation,  our  country  presents,  on 
every  side,  marks  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  utiequal- 
I^d,  perhaps,  in  any  other  portion  of  the  world.  If  we 
fully  appreciate  our  comparative  condition,existing  causes 
of  discontent  will  appear  unworthy  of  attention,  and,  with 
hearU  of  thankfulness  to  that  Divine  Being  who  lias  fill- 
ed our  cup  of  prosperity,  we  shall  feel  opr  resolution 
strengthened  to  preserve  and  hand  down  to  posterity  that 
liberty  and  that  union  which  we  have  received  from  our 
fathers,  and  which  constitutes  the  sources  and  the  shield 
of  all  our  blessings. 

The  relations  of  our  country  continue  to  present  the 
same  picture  of  amicable  intercourse  that  I  had  the  satis- 
faction to  hold  up  to  your  view  at  the  opening  of  your 
last  session.  The  same  friendly  professions,  the  same  de- 
sire to^  participate  in  our  flourishing  commerce,  the  same 
disposition  to  refrain  from  injuries  unintentionally  offered, 
are,  with  few  exceptions,  evinced  by  all  nations  with 
whom  we  have  any  intercourse.  This  desirable  state  of 
things  may  be  mainly  ascribed  to  our  undeviating  prac* 
"tice  ot  the  rule  which  has  long  guided  our  national  poli- 
cy,  to  require  no  exclusive  privih  ges  in  commerce,  and 
to  gr^nt  none.  It  is  daily  producing  its  benefieial  effect, 
in  the  respect  shown  to  our  flag,  the  protection  of  our 
cinzens  and  their  property  abroiu),  and  in  the  increase  of 
our  navigation,  and  the  extension  of  our  mercantile  ope- 
rations. The  returns  which  have  been  made  out  since 
we  last  met,  will  show  an  increase,  during  the  last  pre. 
ceding  year,of  more  than  80,000  tons  in  our  shipping,  and 
of  near  forty  millions  of  dollars  in  the  aggregate  of  our 
imports  and  exports. 

Nor  have  we  less  reason  to  felicitate  ourselves  on  the 
position  of  our  political  than  of  our  commercial  concerns. 
They  remain  in  the  state  in  which  they  were  when  I  last 
addressed  you — a  state  of  prosperity  and  peace,  the  effect 
of  a  wise  attention  to  the  parting  advice  of  the  revered 
father  of  his  country,  on  this  subject,  condensed  into  a 
maxim  for  the  use  of' posterity,  by  one  of  his  most  distin- 
guished successors,  to  cultivate  free  commerce  and  ho- 
nest friendship  with  all  nations,  but  to  make  entangling 
alliances  with  none.  A  itrict  adherence  to  this  policy 
has  kept  us  aloof  from  the  perplexing  questions  that  now 
agitate  the  European  worlds  and  have  more  than  once 
deluged  those  countries  with  blood.  Should  those  scenes 
unfortunately  recur,  the  parties  to  the  contest  may  count 
on  a  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  us  as 
a  neutral  nation,  and  our  citizens  may  equally  rely  on  the 
firm  assertion  of  their  neutral  rights. 

With  the  nation  that  was  our  earliest  friend  and  ally  in 
the  infancy  of  our  political  existence,  the  most  friendly 
relations  have  subsisted  through  the  late  revolutions  of 
its  Government,  and,  from  the  events  of  the  last,  promise 
a  permanent  duration.  It  has  made  an  approximation  in 
some  of  its  political  institutions  to  our  own,  and  raised  a 


monarch  to  the  throne,  who  preserves,  it  id  said,  a  friendly 
recollection  of  the  period  during  whicli  he  acquired 
among  our  citizens  the  high  consideration  that  could 
then  have  been  produced  by  his  pei'sonal  qualifications 
alone. 

Our  commerce  with  that  nation  is  gradually  assuming  a 
mutually  beneficial  character,  and  the  adjustment  of  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  has  re.noved  the  only  obstacle  there 
was  to  an  intercourse  not  only  lucr<itive,  but  productive 
of  literary  and  scientific  improvement. 

From  Great  Britain,  I  have  the  ■  satisfiiction  to  inform 
you  that  I  continue  to  receive  assurances  of  the  most  ami- 
cable disposition,  which  have,  on  my  part,  on  all  proper 
occasions,  been  promptly  and  sincerely  reciprocated. 
The  attention  of  that  Government  has  latterly  been  so 
much  engrossed  by  matters  of  a  deeply  interesting  domeft. 
tic  character,  that  we  could  not  press  upon  it  the  renewal 
of  negotiations  which  had  been  unfortunately  broken  off 
by  the  unexpected  recall  of  our  Minister,  who  had  com- 
menced them  with  some  hopes  of  success.  My  great  object 
was  the  settlement  of  questions  which,  though  now  dor- 
mant, might  hereafter  be  revived  under  circumstances  that 
would  endanger  the  good  understanding  which  it  is  the 
interest  of  both  parties  to  preser\'e  inviolate,  cemented, 
as  it  is,  by  a  community  of  language,  manners,  and  social 
habits,  and  by  the  high  obligations  we  owe  to  our  British 
ancestors  for  many  of  our  most  valuable  institutions,  and 
for  that  system  of  representative  Government  which  has 
enabled  us  to  preserve  and  improve  them. 

The  question  of  our  Northeastern  Boundary  still  re- 
mains unsettled.  In  my  last  annual  message,  I  explained 
to  you  the  situation  in  which  I  found  that  business  on 
my- coming  into  office,  and  the  measures  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  pursue  for  asserting  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  before  the  Sovereign  who  bad  been  chosen  by  my 
pretlecessor  to  determine  the  question;  and,  also,  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  disposed  of  it.  A  special  mes- 
sage to  the  Senate  in  thojr  Executive  capacity,  afterwards 
brought  before  them  the  question*  whether  they  woidd 
advise  a  submission  to  the  opinion  of  the  sovereign  arbi- 
ter. That  body  having  considered  tlie  award  as  not  ob* 
ligatory,  and  advised  me  to  open  a  further  negotiation, 
the  proposition  was  immediately  made  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment :  but  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  allu- 
ded, have  hitherto  prevented  any  answer  being  given  to 
the  overture.  Early  attention,  however,  has  been  pro- 
mised to  the  subject,  and  every  effort,  on  my  part,  will 
be  made  for  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  this  quesUon, 
interesting  to  the  Union  generally,  and  paiticuiarly  so  to 
one  of  its  members. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Spain  are  not  yet  acknow- 
ledged. On  a  closer  investigation  of  them  than  appears 
to  have  heretofore  taken  place,  it  was  discovered  that 
some  of  these  demands,  however  strong  they  might  be 
upon  the  equity  of  that  Government,  were  not  such  as 
could  be  made  the  subject  of  national  interference.  And, 
faithful  to  the  principle  of  asking  nothing  but  what  was 
clearly  right,  additional  instructions  have  been  sent  to 
modify  our  demands  so  as  to  embrace  those  only  on  which, 
according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  we  had  a  strict  right  to 
insist.  An  inevitable  dela3'  in  procuring  the  documents 
necessai-y  for  this  review  of  the  merits  of  these  claims,  re- 
tarded this  operation,  until  an  unfortunate  malady  which 
hab  afflicted  his  Catholic  Majestv,  prevented  an  examina- 
tion of  them.  Being  now,  for  the  first  time,  presented  in 
an  unexceptionable  form,  it  is  confidently  hoped  the  ap- 
plication will  be  successful.' 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  applica* 
tion  I  directed  to  be  made  for  the  delivery  of  a  part  of 
the  archives  of  Florida,  which  had  been  carried  to  the 
Havana,  has  produced  a  royal  order  for  their  delivery^ 
and  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  procure  its  execu- 
tion. 
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By  the  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  communicated 
to  you  on  the  25th  June  1ast,you  were  informed  of  the  con- 
ditional reduction  obtained  by  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Madrid,  of  the  duties  on  tonnage  levied  on  Ame- 
rican shipping  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  The  condition  of  that 
reduction  having  been  complied  with  on  our  part,  by  the 
act  passed  tlie  13th  of  July  last,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
inform  you  that  our  ships  now  pay  no  higher  nor  other 
duties  in  the  continental  ports  of  Spain  than  are  levied 
on  tiieir  national  vessels. 

The  demands  against  Portugal  for  illegal  captures  in 
the  blockade  of  Terceira,  have  been  allowed  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  accounts  presented  by  the  claimants,  and 
payment  was  promised  to  be  made  in  three  instalments. 
The  first  of  these  ha?  been  paid;  the  second,  although 
due,  had  not,  at  the  date  of  our  last  advices,  been  re- 
ceived, owing,  it  was  alleged,  to  embarrassments  in  the 
finances,  consequent  on  the  civil  war  in  which  that  nation 
is  engaged. 

The  payments  stipulated  by  the  Convention  with  Den- 
mark liave  been  punctually  made,  and  the  amount  is 
ready  for  distribution  among  the  claimants,  as  soon  as  the 
Bonrd  now  sitting  shall  have  performed  their  functions. 

I  regret  that,  by  ti)e  last  advices  from  our  Ghargd  d'Af- 
faircs  at  Naples,  that  Government  had  still  delayed  the 
satisfaclion  due  to  our  cilizens;  but,  at  that  date,  the 
effect  of  the  Ust  instructions  was  not  known.  Despatch- 
es from  thence  are  hourly  expected,  and  the  result  will 
be  communicated  to  you  without  delay. 

With  the  rest  of  Europe,  our  relations,  political  and 
commercial,  remain  unchanged.  Negotiations  are  going 
on,  to  put  on  a  permanent  basis  the  liberal  system  of 
commerce  now  carried  on  between  us  and  the  Empire  of 
Russia.  Th«;  treaty  concluded  with  Austria  is  executed 
by  His  Imperial  Majesty  with  the  most  perfect  good 
faith^  and,  as  we  have  no  diplomatic  agent  at  his  court, 
he  personally  inq  lired  into,  and  corrected,  a  proceeding^ 
of  some  of  his  subaltern  officers,  to  the  injury  of  our  Con-" 
sul  in  one  of  his  ports. 

Our  treaty  with  the  Subhme  Porte  is  producing  its  ex- 
pected effects  on  our  commerce.  New  markets  are  open- 
ing for  our  comaHidities,  and  a  more  extensive  range  for 
the  employment  of  our  ships.  A  slight  augmentation  of 
the  duties  on  our  commerce,  incoitsistcnt  with  the  spirit 
of  the  treaty,  had  been  imposed;  but,  on  the  representa- 
tion of  our  Charg^  d'Aff.iires,  ilh.is  been  promptly  with- 
drawn, and  we  now  enjoy  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
Black  Sea,  and  of  all  the  ports  belonging  to  the  Turkish 
Empire  and  Asi.i,  on  tlie  most  pn-fcct  equality  with  all 
foreign  nations. 

I  wish,  earnestly,  tha»,  in  announcing  to  you  the  con- 
tinuance of  fr'.eiulship,  and  the  increase  of  a  profitable 
commercial  intercourse  with  Mexico,  with  Cenirul  Ame- 
rica, and  the  States  of  tlie  South,  I  could  accompany  it 
with  the  assurance  tliat  they  all  :irQ  blessed  with  that  in- 
ternal tranquillity  and  foreign  peace  which  their  heroic 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  their  independence  merits.  In 
Mexico,  a  sanguinary  struggle  is  now  carried  on,  which 
has  caused  some  embarrassment  to  our  commerce;  but  both 
parlies  profess  the  most  friendly  disposit'on  towards  us. 
To  the  ter.nination  of  th-s  content,  we  look  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  that  secure  intercourse,  so  necessary  to  na- 
tions whose  territories  are  contigtious.  How  importan* 
it  will  be'to  us,  we  may  calcula'e  from  the  fact,  that,  even 
in  th's  unfavorable  state  of  things,  our  maritime^commerce 
has  increased,  and  an  internal  trade  by  caravans,  from  St. 
Lou's  to  Santa  Fe,  under  the  pro'.ection  of  escorts  fur- 
nis'ied  by  the  («ovemmcnt,  is  carried  on  to  great  advan- 
tage, and  is  daily  increasing.  The  sga^nts  provided  for, 
by  the  treaty  with  tliis  Po*er,  to  designate  the  bounda- 
ries which  it  established,  have  been  named  on  our  part; 
but  one  of  the  evils  of  the  civil  war  now  raging  there  has 
been,thatthe  appointment  of  those  wiih  whom  they  were 
to  CO  operate,  has  not  yet  been  announced  to  us. 


The   Government  of  Central  Americ» 

from  its  territory  the  party  which  some  tin 

turbed  its  peace.     Desirous  of  fostering  a  f 

position  towards  us,  which  has  on  more  th 

sion  been  evinced  by  this  interesting  countr 

second  attempt,   in  this  year,  to  establish  i 

intercourse  with  them;  but  the  death  of  the  d 

citizen  whom  I  had  appointed  for  that  purp 

tarded  the  execution  of  measures  from  wh 

much  advantage  to  our  commerce.     The  u 

three  States  which  formed  the  Republic   o 

has  been   dissolved;  but  they  all,  it  is  believe 

themselves  as  separately  bound  by  the  Treaty 

made  in  their  federal  capacity.     The  Ministet 

to  the  Federation    continues  in  that  charact 

Government  of  New  Granada;  and  hopes  \ 

tained  that  a  new  Union  would  be  formed  bt 

separate  States,  at  least  for  th6  purposes  of  for 

course.  Our  Minister  has  been  instructed  to  ut 

offices,  whenever  they  shall  be  desired,  to  pr 

re-union  so  much  to  be  wished,  for  the  domestic 

iity  of  the  parties,  and  the  security  and  facility 

commerce. 

Some  agitations,  naturally  attendant  on  an  in) 
have  prevailed  in  the  empire  of  Brazil,  which 
the  usual  effect  upon  commercial  operations;  i 
they  suspended  the  consideration  of  claims  crea 
milar  occasions,  they  have  given  rise  to  new  c 
on  the  part  of  our  citizens.  A  proper  considei 
calamities  and  difficulties  of  this  nature  has  mad 
urgent  and  peremptory  in  our  demands  for  just 
duty  to  our  fellow-citizens  would,  under  oihet 
stances,  have  required.  But  their  claims  are  not 
ed,  and  will  on  all  proper  occasions  be  urged,  i 
hoped,  with  effect. 

I  refrain  from  making  any  communication  on 
ject  of  our  affaira  whh  Buenos  Ayres,  because  t 
tiation  communicated  to  you  in  my  last  annual 
was,  at  the  date  of  our  last  advices,  still  pendinc 
a  state  that  would  render  a  publication  of  the  d 
expedient. 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  'Commerce  has  beci 
with  the  Republic  of  Chili,  which,  if  approved  b 
natc,  will  be  laid  before  you.  That  Governme 
to  be  established,  and  at  peace  with  its  neighbor 
ports  being  the  resorts  of  our  ships  whicH  are  em; 
the  highly  important  trade  of  the  fisheries,  this 
cial  convention  cannot  but  be  of  great  advantag 
fellow-citizens  engaged  in  that  perilous  but  ] 
business. 

Our  commerce  with  the  neighboring  Stale 
owing  to  the  onerous  duties  levied  on  our  princ 
cles  of  export,  has  been  on  the  decline,  and  all  e 
to  procure  an  alteration  have  hitherto  proved 
With  Bolivia  we  have  >et  no  diplomatic  intercoi 
the  continued  contests  carried  on  between  it  i 
have  made  me  defer,  until  a  more  favorable  pe 
appointment  of  any  agent  for  that  purpose. 

An  act  of  atrocious  .piracy  having  been  comr 
one  of  our  tradiilg  ships  by  the  inhabitants  uf  a  sc 
on  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra,  a  frigate  was  de 
with  orders  to  demand  satisfaction  for  the  injury, 
who  committed  it  should  be  found  membera  of 
lar  government,  capable  of  maintaining  the  usual 
with  foreign  nations ;  but  if,  as  it  was  supposei 
they  proved  to  be,they  were  a  band  of  lawle*:s  p 
inflict  such  a  chastisement  as  would  deter  t1 
othera  from  like  aggressions.  This  last  was  done 
effect  has  been  an  iifcreased  respect  for  our  flag 
distant  seas,  and  additional  security  for  our  comi 
In  the  view  I  liave  given  of  our  connexion  witi 
Powers  allusions  have  been  made  to  their  don 
turbances  or  foreign  wars,  to  their  revolutions  ( 
sions.     It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  thii 
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■olely  in  cases  where  those  events  aifect  our  political  re- 
lations with  them,  or  to  show  their  operation  on  our  com- 
merce. Further  than  this,  it  is  neither  our  policy  nor 
our  right  to  interfere.  Our  best  wishes  on  all  occasions, 
our  good  ofBces  when  required,  will  be  afforded,  to  pro- 
mote the  domestic  tranquillity  and  foreign  peace  of  all 
nations  with  whom  we  have  any  intercourse.  Any  inter- 
vention in  their  affairs  further  than  this,  even  by  tlie  ex- 
pression  of  an  official  opinion,  is  contrary  to  our  princi- 
ples of  international  policy,  and  will  always  be  avoided. 

The  report  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will, 
in  due  time,  lay  before  you,  will  exhibit  the  national 
finances  in  a  higlily  prosperous  state.  Owing  to  the 
coRtinued  success  of  our  commercial  enterprise,  which 
has  enabled  the  merchants  to  fulfil  their  engagements 
with  the  Government,  the  receipts  from  customs  during 
the  year  will  exceed  the  estimate  presented  at  the  last 
session;  and,  with  the  other  means  of  the  Trcasur}',  will 
prove  fully  adequate  not  only  to  meet  the  increased  ex- 
penditures resulting  from  the  large  appropriations  made 
by  Congress^  but  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  all  the 
public  debt  which  is  at  present  redeemable-  It  is  now 
estimated  that  the  customs  will  yield  to  the  Treasury, 
during  the  present  year,  upwards  of  twenty-eight  millions 
of  dolkrs.  The  public  lands,  however,  have  proved  less 
productive  than  was  anticipated :  and,  accordmg  to  pre- 
sent information,  will  not  much  exceed  two  millions. 
The  expenditures  for  all  objects  other  than  the  public 
debt,  are  estimated  to  amount,  during  tlie  year,  to  about 
sixteen  millions  and  a  half,  while  a  still  larger  sum,  viz. 
eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  will  have  been  applied  to 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt. 

It  is  expected^  however,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
reduced  rates  of  duty  which  will  take  eflect  af>er  the 
3d  of  March  next,  there  will  be  a  considerable  falling  off 
in  tlie  revenue  from  customs  in  the  year  1833.  It  will, 
neveithelessy  be  amply  sufficient  to  provide  for  all  the 
wants  of  the  public  service,  estimated  even  upon  a  libe- 
ral scale,  and  for  the  redemption  and  purchase  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  public  debt.  On  the  first  of  January 
next,  the  entire  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  funded 
and  unfunded,  will  be  reduced  to  within  a  fraction  of  se- 
ven millions  of  dollars;  of  which  $2,227,363  sre  not  of 
right  redeemable  ur.til  the  1st  of  Jaiiuary,  1834,  anfl 
#1,735,296  not  until  the  2d  of  January,  1835.  The 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  however,  be- 
ing invested  with  full  authority  to  purchase  the  debt  at 
the  market  price,  and  the  means  or  the  Treasury  being 
ample,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  whole  will  be  extin- 
guished within  the  year  1833. 

I  cannot  too  cordially  congratulate  Congress  and  my 
fellow-citizens  on  the  near  approach  of  that  memorable 
and  happy  event,  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt  of 
this  j^reat  and  free  nation.  Faithful  to  the  wise  and  pa- 
triotic policy  marked  out  by  the  Legislature  of  the  coun- 
try for  this  object,  the  present  administration  has  devoted 
to  it  all  the  means  which  a  flourishing  commerce  has 
supplied,  and  a  prudent  economy  preserved  for  the  pub- 
lie  Treasury.  Within  the  four  years  for  which  the  peo- 
ple lunre  confided  the  Executive  power  to  my  charge, 
fifty-eight  millions  of  dollars  will  have  been  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  That  this  has  been  ac- 
complished without  stinting  the  expenditures  for  all  other 
proper  objects,  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  liberal 
provision  made  during  the  same  period  for  the  support 
and  increase  of  our  means  of  maritime  and  military  defence 
for  internal  improvements  of  a  national  character,  for  the 
removal  and  preservation  of  the  Indians,  and,  lastly,  for 
the  gallant  veterans  of  the  Revolution. 

The  final  removal  of  this  great  burden  from  our  re- 
sources affords  the  means  of  further  provi&ion  for  all  the 
objects  I'f  general  welfare  and  public  defence  which  the 
conslitation  authorizes,  and  prefci.ts  the  occasion  for  such 


further  reduction  in  the  revenue  as  may  not  be  required 
for  them.  From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tren- 
sury,it  will  be  seen  that  after  the  present  year  such  a  re- 
duction may  be  made  to  a  considerable  extent;  ana  the 
subject  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  consideration  of 
Congresii,  in  the  hope  that  the  combined  wisdom  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  People  will  devise  such  means  of 
effecting  that  salutary  object,  as  may  remove  those  bur- 
dens which  shall  be  found  to  fall  unequally  upon  any, 
and  as  may  promote  all  the  great  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Long  and  patient  reflection  has  strengthened  the  opi- 
nions 1  have  heretofore  expressed  to  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject; and  1  deem  it  my  duty,  on  the  present  occasion, 
again  to  urge  them  upon  the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
The  soundest  maxims  of  public  policy,  and  the  principles 
upon  which  our  republican  institutions  are  founded,  re- 
commend a  proper  adaptation  of  the  revenue  to  the  ex- 
penditure, and  they  also  require  that  the  expenditure  - 
shall  be  limited  to  what,  by  an  economical  administration, 
shall  be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of  the  Government, 
and  necessary  to  an  efficient  public  service.  In  effect- 
ing this  adjustment,  it  is  due,  in  justice  to  the  interests 
of  the  different  States,  and  even  to  the  preservation  of 
the  Union  itself,  that  the  protection  afforded  by  existing 
laws  to  any  branches  of  the  national  industry  should  not 
exceed  what  may  be  necessary  to  counteract  the  regula- 
tions of  foreign  nations,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  those 
articles  of  manufacture,  essential  to  the  national  indepen- 
dence and  safety  in  time  of  war.  If,  upon  investigation, 
it  shall  be  found,  as  it  is  believed  it  will  be,  that  the  le- 
gislative protection  gpranted  to  any  particular  interest  is 
greater  than  is  indispensably  requisite  for  these  objects, 
I  recommend  that  it  be  gradually  diminished,  and  that, 
as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  these  objects,  the  whole 
scheme  of  duties  be  reduced  to  the  revenue  standard  as 
soon  as  a  just  regard  to  the  faith  of  ihe  Government,  and 
to  the  preservation  of  the  large  capital  invested  in  esta- 
blishments of  domestic  industry,  will  permit. 

That  manufactures  adequate  to  the  supply  of  our  do- 
mestic consumption  would,  in  the  abstract,  be  benefi- 
cial to  our  country,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt;  and  to 
effect  their  establi&hm^nt,  .there  is,  perhaps,  no  Ameri- 
can citizen  wiio  would  not,  for  a  while,  be  willing  to  pay 
a  higher  price  for  them.  But,  for  iWia  purpose,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  a  tariff  of  high  duties,  designed  for  perpetual 
protection,  has  entered  into  the  minds  of  but  few  of  our 
statesmen.  The  most  they  have  anticipated,  is  a  tem- 
porary and  generally  incidental  protection,  which  they 
maintain  has  the  effect  to  reduce  the  price,  b}  domestic 
competition,  below  that  of  the  foreign  article.  Experi- 
ence, however,  our  best  guide  on  this  as  on  other  sub- 
jects, makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  advantages  of  this 
system  are  not  counterbalanced  by  many  evils,  and  whe- 
ther it  does  not  tend  to  beget,  in  the  minds  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  countrymen,  a  spirit  of  discontent  and 
jealousy  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  the  Union. 

What   then  shall    be    done?      I^rge    interests   have 
grown  up  under  the  implied  pledge  of  our  National  Le- 
gislation, which  it  would  &eem  a  violation  of  public  faith 
suddenly  to  abandon.     Nothing  could  justify  it    but  the 
public  safety,  which  is  the  supreme  law.    But  those  who 
have  vested  their  capital  in    manufacturing    establi>h- 
ments,  cannot  exptrct  that  the  people  will  continue  per- 
manently to  pay  high  taxes  for  their  benefit,  when  the 
money  is  not  required  for  any  legitimate  purpose  in  the 
administration  of  the  Government.     Is  it  not  enouglithat 
the  high  duties  have  been  paid  as  long  as  the  money  ari- 
sing fiom  ihem  could  be  applied  to  the  common  benefit 
in   the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt? 

lliose  wIk)  take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  condition  of 
our  country,  must  be  satisfied  that  the  policy  of  protection 
must  be  ultimately  limited  to  those  articles  of  domestic 
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manufacture  which  are  indispensable  to  our  safety  in  time 
of  war.  WHhin  tliis  scope,  on  a  reasonable  scale,  it  is  re- 
commended, by  every  consideration  of  patriotism  and  duty, 
which  will  doubtless  always  secure  to  it  aliberal  and  effici- 
ent support.  But  beyond  this  object,we  have  already  seen 
the  operation  of  the  system  productive  of  discontent.  In 
some  sections  bf  the  republic  its  influence  is  deprecated 
as  tending*  to  concentrate  wealth  into  a  few  hands,  and  as 
creating  those  germs  of  dependance  and  vice  wliich  in 
other  countries  have  characterized  the  existence  of  mo- 
nopolies, and  proved  so  destructive  of  liberty  and  the 
general  good.  A  large  portion  of  the  people  in  one  sec- 
tiod  of  the  republic  declares  it  not  only  inexpedient  on 
these  grounds,  but  as  disturbing  the  equal  relations  of 
property  by  legislation,  and  therefore  unconstitutional 
and  unjust. 

Doubtless,  these  effects  are,  in  a  great  degre,  exagge- 
rated, and  may  be  ascribed  to  a  mistaken  view  of  the 
considerations  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  tariff 
system;  but  they  arc  nevertheless  important  in  enabling 
us  to  review  the  subject  with  a  more  thorough  know. 
ledge  of  all  its  bearings  upon  the  great  interests  of  the 
republicy  and  with  a  determination  to  dispose  of  it  so 
that  none  can  with  justice  complain. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  state,  that,  in  one  quarter  of  the 
United  States,  opposition  to  the  revenue  laws  b|is  risen 
lo  a  height  which  threatens  to  thwart  their  execution,  if 
not  to  endanger  the  integrity  of  tiie  Union.  Whatever 
obstructions  may  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Judicial 
Authorities  of  tiie  General  Government,  it  is  hoped  they 
will  be  able  peaceably  to  overcome  them  by  tlie  pru- 
dence of  their  own  officers  and  the  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple. But  should  this  reasonable  reliance  on  the  modera- 
tion and  good  sense  v)f  all  portions  of  our  fellow-citizens 
be  disappointed,  it  is  believed  that  the  laws  themselves 
are  fully  adequate  to  the  sappression  of  such  attempts  as 
may  be  immediately  made.  .Should  the  exigpency  arise, 
rendering  the  execution  of  the  existing  laws  impractica- 
ble from  any  cause  whatever,  prompt  notice  of  it  will  be 
given  to  Congress,  with  the  suggestion  of  such  views 
and  measures  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  meet  it. 

In  conformity  with  principles  iieretofore  explained,  and 
with  the  hope  of  reducing  the  General  Government  to 
that  simple  machine  wiiich  the  Constitution  created,  and 
of  withdrawing  from  the  States  all  other  influence  than 
that  of  its  universal  beneficence  in  preserving  peace,  af- 
fording a  uniform  currency,  maintaining  the  inviolabili- 
ty of  contracts,-  diffu^ng  intelligence,  and  discharging 
unfelt  its  other  superintending  functions,-  I  recommend 
that  provision  be  made  to  dispose  of  ail  stocks  now  held 
by  it  in  corporations,  whether  created  by  the  General  or 
Stale  Governments,  and  placing  the  proceeds  in  the 
Treasury.  As  a  source  of  profit,  these  stocks  are  of  lit- 
tle or  no  value:  as  a  means  of  influence  among  the  States, 
they  are  adverse  to  the  purity  of  our  institutions.  The 
wliole  principle  on  which  they  are  based,  is  ddremed  by 
many  unconstitutional;  and  to  persist  in  the  policy  which 
they  indicate  is  considered  wholly  inexpedient. 

It  ia  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  an  arrangement 
made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  with  a  portion  of 
the  holders  of  the  three  per  cent. stock,  by  which  the  Go- 
vernment will  be  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  public  funds 
longer  than  was  anticipated.  By  this  arrangement,which 
will  be  particularly  explained  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  this  stock  may 
be  postponed  until  October,  1833;  and  thus  the  liability 
of  the  Government,  after  its  ability  to  discliarge  the  debt, 
may  be  continued  by  the  failure  of  the  Bank  to  perform 
its  duties. 

Such  measures  as  are  within  the  reach  of  the  Secr«rtary 
of  the  Treasury  have  been  taken  to  enable  him  to  ju  ige 
wltetlier  the  public  deposites  in  that  institution  may  he 
regarded  as  entirely  safe;  but,  as  his  limitec)  power  may 


prove  inadequate  to  this  object,  I  recommend  the  sub- 
ject to  the  attention  of  Congress,  under  the  firm  belief 
that  it  is  worthy  of  their  serious  investigation.  An  in- 
quiry into  the  transactions  of  the  institution,  embracing 
the  branches  as  well  as  the  principal  Bank,  seems  called 
for  by  the  credit  which  is  given  throughout  the  country 
to  many  serious  charges,  impeaching  its  character,  and 
which,  if  lrue,-may  justly  excite  ths  apprehension  that 
it  is  no  longer  a  sife  depository  of  the  money  of  the 
people. 

Among  the  intereftts  which  merit  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  one  of 
the  most  important,  in  my  view,  is  that  of  the  public 
lands.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  our  present  Consti« 
tution,  it  was  reco.nmended  by  Congress  that  a  portion 
of  the  waste  lands  owned  by  the  States  should  be  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  for  the  purposes  of  general  harmo- 
ny, and  as  a  fund  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The 
recommendation  was  adopted,  and,  at  different  periods  of 
time,  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  yirginia. 
North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  granted  their 
vacant  soil  for  the  uses  for  which  they  had  been  asked. 
As  the  lands  may  now  be  considered  as  relieved  from 
this  pledge,  the  object  for  which  they  were  ceded  hav- 
ing been  accomplished,  it  is  in  the  discretion  of  Congress 
to  dispose  of  them  in  such  a  way  as  best  to  conduce  to 
the  quiet,  harmony,  and  general  interest  of  the  American 
people.  In  examining  this  question,  all  local  and  sec- 
tional feelings  should  be  discarded,  and  the  whole  United 
States  regarded  as  one  people,  interested  alike  in  the 
prosperity  of  their  common  country. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  speedy  settlement  of 
these  lands  constitutes  the  true  interests  of  the  Republic. 
The  wealth  and  strength  of  a  country  are  its  population, 
and  the  best  part  of  that  population  are  the  cultivators  of 
the  soil.  Independent  farmers  are  every  where  the  basis 
of  society,  and  true  friends  of  liberty. 

In  addition  to  these  considerations,  questions  have  al- 
ready arisen,  and  may  be  expected  hereafter  to  grow 
out  of  the  public  lands,  which  mvolve  the  rights  of  the 
new  States  and  the  powers  of  the  General  Government; 
and,  unless  a  liberal  policy  be  now  adopted,  there  is  dan- 
ger that  these  questions  may  speedily  assume  an  import- 
ance not  now  generally  anticipated.  The  influence  of  a 
great  sectional  interest,  when  brought  into  full  action, 
will  be  found  more  dangerous  to  the  harmony  and  union 
of  the  S'ales,  than  any  other  cause  of  discontent;  a.d  it 
i?  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to  foresee  its  ap- 
proaches,and  to  endeavor,  if  possible,  to  counteract  them. 

Of  the  various  schemes  which  have  been  hitherto  pro- 
posed in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  land»,none 
has  yet  received  the  entire  approbation  of  the  National 
Legislature.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a 
speedy  and  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  subject,  I 
deem  it  my  duty,  on  this  occasion;  to  urge  it  upon  your 
consideration,  and,  to  the  propositions  which  have  been 
heretofore  suggested  by  others,  to  contribute  those  re- 
flections whicli  have  occurred  to  me,  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  assist  yeu  in  your  future  deliberauons. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  tnie  policy,  that  the  public 
lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  practicable  to  be  a  source  of 
revenue,  and  that  they  be  sold  to  settlers  in  limited  par- 
cels at  a  price  barely  sufficient  to  reimburse  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  the  expense  of  the  present  system,  and  the  cost 
arising  under  our  Indian  comp&ct.  The  advantages  of 
accurate  surveys  and  undoubted  titles,  now  secured  to 
purchastrs,  seem  to  forbid  the  abolition  ol  the  present 
system,  because  none  can  be  substituted  which  will  more 
perfectly  accomphsh  these  important  ends.  It  is  desira- 
ble, however,  that  in  convenient  time  this  machinery  be 
withdrawn  from  the  States,  and  that  the  right  of  soil,  and 
the  future  disposition  of  it,  be  surrendered  to  the  States 
respectively  in  which  it  lies. 
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The  ftdventurous  and  hardy  population  of  the  Went, 
besides  contributing  their  equal  share  uf  taxation,  under 
our  import  system,  have,  in  the  progress  of  our  Govern* 
ment,  for  the  land  they  occupy,  paid  into  the  Treasury  a 
large  proportion  of  forty  millions  of  dollars;  and  of  the 
revenue  received  therefrom,  but  a  small  part  has  been 
expended  amongst  ihem.  When,  to  the  disadvantage  of 
their  situation  in  this  reipect,  we  add  the  consideration 
that  U  is  their  labor  alone  which  gives  real  value  to  the 
lands,  and  th^t  the  proceeds  arising  from  their  sale  are 
distributed  chit  fly  among  States  which  had  not  original- 
ly any  claim  to  them,  and  which  have  employed  the  un- 
divided emoluments  arising  from  the  sale  ot  their  own 
lands,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  new  States  will  re- 
main longer  contented  with  the  present  policy  after  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt.  To  avert  tlie  consequences 
which  may  be  apprehended  from  this  cause,  to  put  an 
end  forever  to  all  partial  and  interested  legislation  on  the 
subject,  and  to  afford  to  every  American  citizen  of  enter- 
prise the  opportunity  of  securing  an  independent  free- 
hold, it  seems  to  me,  theretore,  best  to  abandon  the  idea 
of  raising  a  future  revenue  out  of  the  public  lands. 

In  former  messages  I  have  expressed  my  conviction 
that  the  Constitution  does  not  warrant  the  application  of 
the  funds  T)f  the  General  Government  to  objects  of  in- 
ternal improvement  which  are  not  national  in  their  cha- 
racter, and,  buih  as  a  means  of  doing  justice  to  all  inter- 
ests, and  putting  an  end  to  a  course  of  legislation  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  the  purity  of  the  Government,  have  urged 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  whole  subject  to  some  fixed 
and  certain  rule.  As  there  never  will  occur  a  period, 
perhaps,  more  propitious  than  the  present  to  theacccom- 
plishment  of  this  object,  I  beg  leave  to  press  the  subject 
again  upon  your  attention. 

Without  some  general  and  well  defined  principles  as- 
certainir.g  those  objects  of  internal  improvement  to  which 
the  means  of  the  Nation  may  be  constitutionally  applied, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  exercise  of  the  power  can  never  be 
satisfactory.  Besides  the  danger  to  which  it  exposes 
Cong  ess  of  making  hasty  appropriations  to  works  of  the 
character  of  which  4hey  may  be  frequently  ignorant,  it 
promotes  a  mischievous  and  corrupting  influence  upon 
elections,  by  holding  out  to  people  the  fallacious  hope 
that  the  success  of  a  certain  candidate  will  make  naviga- 
ble their  neighboring  creek  or  river,  bring  commerce  to 
their  doors,  and  increase  the  value  of  their  property.  It 
thus  favors  combinations  to  squander  the  treasury  of  the 
country  upon  a  multitude  of  local  objects,  as  fatal  to  just 
legislation  as  to  the  purity  of  public  men. 

If  a  system  compatible  with  the  Constitution  cannot  be 
devised,  which  is  free  from  such  tendenciej,  we  shoidd 
recollect  that  that  instrument  provides  within  itself  the 
mode  of  its  amendment;  and  that  there  is,  therefore,  no 
excuse  for  the  assumption  of  doubtful  i>owers  by  the  Ge- 
neral Government.  Ir'  those  which  are  clearly  granted 
shAll  be  found  licompetent  to  the  ends  of  its  creation,  it 
Gin,  at  any  time,  apply  for  their  enlargement;  and  there 
is  no  probability  that  su7h  an  application,  if  founded  on 
the  public  interest,  will  ever  be  refused.  If  the  propriety 
of  the  proposed  grant  be  not  sufficiently  apparent  to 
command  the  assent  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  the 
beat  possible  reason  why  the  power«bhould  not  be  assum- 
ed on  doubtful  authority  is  nfforded;  for  if  more  than 
one-fourth  of  the  Stales  are  unwilling  to  make  the  grant, 
its  exercise  will  be  productive  of  discontents  which  will 
far  overbalance  any  advantages  that  could  be  derived  from 
it.  All  must  admit  that  Iher^^  is  nothing  so  worthy  of  the 
constant  solicitude  of  this  Government,  as  the  harmony 
and  union  of  the  people. 

Being  solemnly  impresbcd  with  the  conviction  that 
the  extension  of  the  power  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments beyond  the  limit  1  have  suggested,  even  if  it  be 
deemed  constitutional,  is  subversive  of  the  best  interests 


of  our  country,   I  earnestly  recomroeiul  to  Congress  to 
refrain  from  its  exercise,  in  doubtful  c<»es,  except  in  re- 
lation to  improvements  already  begun,   unless  they  shall 
flrst  procure  from  the  States  such  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  as  will  define  its  character  and  prescribe  its 
bounds.     If  the  States  feel  compete  nt  to  these  objects, 
why  should  this  Government  wish  to  assume  the  power? 
If  they  do  not,   then  they  will   not  hesitate  to  make  the 
grant.     Both   Governments  are  the  Governments  of  the 
people:  improvements  must  be  made  with  the  money  of 
the  people:  and  if  the  money  can  be  collected  and  ap- 
plied by  those  more  simple  and  economical  political  ma- 
chines, the  State  Governments,  it  will  unquestionably  be 
safer   and  better  for  the  people,  than  to  add  to  tl»e  splen- 
dor,   the  patronage,  and  the  power  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment.    But  if  tiie  people  of  the  several  States  think 
otherwise,  they   will  amend    the  Constitution,    and    in 
their  decision  all  ought  cheerfully  to  acquiesce. 

For  a  detailed  and  highly  satisfactory  view  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  War  Department,  I  refer  you  to  the  ac- 
companying report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  hostile  incursions  of  ihe  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  ne- 
cessarily  led  to  the  interposition  of  the  Government.  A 
portion  of  the  troops,  under  Generals  Scott  and  Atkin- 
son, and  of  the  militia  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  were 
called  into  the  field.  After  a  harassing  warfare,  pro- 
longed by  the  nature  of  the  country  and  by  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  subsistence,  the  Indians  were  entirely  de- 
feated, and  the  disaffected  band  dispersed  or  destroyed. 
The  result  has  been  creditable  to  the  troops  engaged  in 
the  service.  Severe  as  is  the  lesson  to  the  Indians,  it 
was  rendered  necessary  by  their  unprovoked  aggres- 
sions; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  its  impression  will  be 
permanent  and  ralutary. 

This  campaign  has  evinced  Ihe  eflAcient  organization 
of  the  army,  and  its  capacity  for  prompt  and  active  ser- 
vice. Its  several  departments  have  performed  their 
functions  with  energy  and  despatch,  and  the  general 
movement  was  satisfactory. 

Our  fellow-citizens  upon  the  frontiers  were   ready,  as 
they  al« ays  are,   in  the  tender  of  their  services  in  the 
hour  of  danger.    But  a  more  efficient  organization  of 
our  militia  system  is  essential  to  that'  security  which  i& 
one  of  the  principil  objects  of  all  Governments.     Neither 
our  situation  nor  our  institutions  require  or  permit  the 
maintenance   of  a   large  regular  force      History  cfTen 
too  many  lessons  of  the  fatal  result  of  such  a  measure  not 
to  warn   us  against  its  adoption    here.     The   expense 
which  attends  it,   Ihe  obvious  tendency  to  employ  it  be- 
cause it  exists,  and  thus  to  engage  in  unnece>8ary  wars, 
and   its  ultimate  danger  to  public  liberty,  wdl  lead  us,  I 
trust,  to  place  our  principal   dependance  for  protection 
upon  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  the  republic.     If, 
id  asserting  rights  or  in   repelling   wrongs,   war  should 
come  upon  us,  our  regular  force  should  be  increased  to 
an  extent  proportioned  to  the  emergency,  and  our  pre- 
sent small  army  is  a  nucleus  around  which  such  force 
could  he  formed  and  embodied.     But  for  the  purposes  of 
defence  under  ordinary  circumstances,  we  must  rely  upon 
the  electors  of  the  country.     Those  by  whom,  and  for 
whom,  the  Government   was  insiituled  and  supported, 
will  constitule  its  proteciion  in  the  hour  of  danger,  as 
ihey  do  its  check  in  the  hour  ol  safety. 

But  it  is  obvious  that  the  militia   system  is  imperfect. 
Much  tim?  is  lost,  much  unnecessary  expense  incurred, 
and  much  public  property  wasted  under  the  present  ar- 
rangement.    Little  useful  knowledge  is  gained  by  the 
musters  and   drills,   as  now  established,    and  the  whole 
subject  evidently  requires  a  thorough  examination.   Whe- 
ther a  plan  of  classification,  remedying  ^hese  defects,  and 
providing  for  a  system  of  instruction,  might  not  be  adop*. 
ed,  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.     The 
Constitution  has  vested  in  the   General  Government  an 
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independent  autlioritv  upon  the  subject*  of  the  militia, 
which  renders  its  action  essential  to  the  establishment  or 
improvement  of  the  system.  And  I  recommend  the  mat- 
ter to  your  consideration,  in  the  conviction  that  the  state 
of  this  important  arm  of  the  public  defence  requires 
your  attention. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  the  wise  and  humane 
policy  of  transferring  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western 
side  of  the  Mississippi  the  remnants  of  our  aboriginal 
tribes,  with  their  own  consent  and  upon  just  terms,  has 
been  steadily  pursued,  and  is  approaching,  I  trust,  its 
consummation.  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  to  the  documents  submitted  with  it, 
you  will  see  the  progress  which  has  been  made  since  your 
last  session,  in  the  arrangement  of  the  various  matters 
connected  with  our  Indian  relations.  With  one  excej^ 
(ion,  every  subject  involving  any  question  ofconflicting 
jurisdiction,  or  of  peculiar  dimcuhy,  has  been  happily 
disposed  of;  and  the  conviction  evidently  gains  ground 
among  the  Indians,  that  their  removal  to  jhe  country  as- 
signed by  the  United  States  for  their  permanent  resi- 
dence, Kirni&hes  the  only  hope  of  their  ultimate  pros- 
perity. 

With  that  poKton  of  the  Cherokees,  however,  living 
within  the  State  of  Georgia,  it  has  been  found  impracti- 
cable, as  yet,  to  make  a  satisfactory  adjustment.  Such 
was  nny  anxiety  to  remove  all  ihe  grounds  of  complaint, 
and  to  bring  to  a  termination  the  difficulties  in  which 
they  are  involved,  that  I  directed  the  very  liberal  propo- 
sitions to  be  made  to  ihem  which  accompany  the  docu- 
ments herewith  submitted.  They  cannot  but  have  seen 
in  these  efrers  the  evidence  of  the  strongest  disposition, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  deal  justly  and  liberally 
with  them.  Au  ample  indemnity  was  offered  for  their 
present  possessions,  a  liberal  provision  for  their  future 
support  and  improvement,  and  full  security  ftir  their  pri- 
vate and  political  rights.  Whatever  difference  of  opin- 
ion may  have  prevailed  respecting  the  just  claims  of  these 
people,  there  will  probably  be  none  respecting  the  libe- 
rahty  of  the  propositions,  and  very  litt'e  respecting 
the  expediency  of  their  immediate  acceptance. — 
They  were  however  rejected,  and  thus  the  position  of 
these  Indians  remained  unchanged,  as  do  the  views  com- 
municated: in  my  Message  to  the  Senate,  of  February, 
1831. 

1  refet  you  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  which  accompanies  this  Message,  for  a  detail  of  the 
operations  of  that  branch  of  the  service  during  the  pre- 
sent year. 

Besides  the  general  remarks  on  some  of  the  transactions 
of  our  Navy,  presented  in  the  view  which  has  been 
taken  of  our  foreign  relations,  I  seize  this  occasion  to 
invite  to  your  notice  the  increased  protection  which  it  has 
afTorded  to  our  commerce  and  citizens  on  distant  seas, 
without  any  augmentation  of  the  force  in  commission.  In 
the  gradual  improvement  of  its  pecuniary  concerns,  in 
the  constant  progress  in  the  collection  of  materials  suita- 
ble for  use  during  future  emergencies,  and  in  the  con- 
struction of  vessels  and  the  buildings  necessary  to  their 
preservation  and  repair,  the  present  state  of  this  branch 
of  the  service  exhibits  the  fruits  of  that  vigilance  and  care 
which  are  so  indispensable  to  its  efficiency.  Various  new 
suggestions  contained  in  the  annexed  report,  as  well  as 
others  heretofore  submitted  to  Congress,  arc  worthy  of 
your  attention {  but  none  more  so  than  that  urging  the  re- 
newal, for  another  term  of  six  years,  of  the  general  ap- 
propriation for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy. 

From  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral, you  will  also  perceive  that  that  Department  con* 
tinues  to  extend  its  usefulness,  without  impairing  its  re- 
sources, or  lessening  the  accommodations  which  it  affords 
in  the  secure  and  rapid  transportation  of  the  mail. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 


views  heretofore  expressed  in  relation  to  the  mode  ^ 
choosing  the  President  and  Vice  Pres  dent  of  the  United  * 
States,  and  to  those  respecting  the  tenure  of  office  gene- 
rally. Stdl  impressed  with  the  justness  of  those  views, 
and  with  the  belief  that  the  modifications  suggested  on 
those  subjects,  if  adopted,  will  contribute  to  the  pros- 
perity and  harmony  of  the  country^  l'  earnestly  recom- 
mend them  to  your  consideration  at  this  time. 

I  have  heretofore  pointed  out  the  defects  in  the  law  for 
punishing  official  frauds,  especially  within  the  District  of 
Columbia.  It  has  been  found  almost  impossible  to  bring 
notorious  culprits  to  punishment;  and  according  to  a  de- 
cision of  the  Court  for  this  District,  a  prosecution  is  barred 
by  a  lapse  of  two  years  after  the  fraud  has  been  commit- 
ted. It  may  happen  again,  as  it  has  already  happened, 
that,  during  the  whole  two  years,  all  ihe  evidences  of  the 
fraud  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  culprit  himself. 
However  proper  the  limitation  may  be  in  relation  to  pri- 
vate citizens,  it  would  seem  that  it  ought  not  to  com* 
mence  running  in  favor  of  public  officers  until  they  go 
out  of  office. 

The  Judiciary  system  of  the  United  States  remains  im- 
perfect. Of  the  nine  Western  and  Southwestern  States, 
tlireionly  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  Circuit  Court.  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  are  embraced  in  the  general 
system;  but  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Louisiana,  have  only  District  Courts.  If  the 
existing  system  be  a  good  one,  why  shouhl  it  not  be  ex- 
tended? If  it  be  a  bad  one,  why  is  it  suffered  to  exist' 
The  new  States  were  promised  equal  rights  and  privileges 
when  they  came  into  the  Union,  and  such  are  the  gua- 
rantees of  the  Constitution.  Nothing  can  be  more  obvi- 
ous than  the  obligation  of  the  General  Government  to 
place  all  the  States  on  the  same  footing  in  relation  to  the 
administration  of  justice,  and  I  trust  this  duty  will  be  neg- 
lected no  longer. 

On  ihany  of  the  subjects  to  which  your  attention  is  in* 
vited  in  this  communication,  it  is  a  source  of  gratification 
to  reflect  that  the  steps  to  be  now  adopted  are  uninflu- 
enced by  the  embarrassments  entailed  upon  the  country  * 
by  the  wars  through  which  it  has  passed.  In  regard  to 
most  of  our  great  interests,  we  may  consider  ourselves  as 
just  starting  in  our  career,  and,  after  a  salutary  experi- 
ence, about  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  basis  tlie  policy  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and 
facilitate  their  progress  towards  the  most  complete  enjoy- 
ment of  civil  liberty.  On  an  occasion  so  interesting  and 
important  in  our  history,  and  of  such  anxious  concern  to 
the  friends  of  freedom  throughout  the  world,  it  is  our  im- 
perious duty  to  lay  aside  all  selfish  and  local  considers* 
tions,  and  be  guided  by  a  lofty  spirit  of  devotion  to  the 
great  principles  on  which  our  institutions  are  founded. 

That  this  Government  may  be  so  administered  as  to 
preserve  its  efficiency  in  promoting  and  securing  these 
general  objects,  should  be  the  only  aim  of  our  ambition; 
and  we  cannot,  therefore,  too  carefully  examine  its  struc- 
ture, in  order  that  we  may  not  mistake  its  powers,  or  as- 
sume those  which  the  people  hav^  reserved  to  them- 
selves, or  have  preferred  to  assign  to  other  agents.  We 
should  bear  constantly  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  consider- 
ations which  induced  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  to 
withhold  trom  the  General  Government  the  power  ta  re- 
gulate the  great  mass  of  the  business  and  concerns  of  the 
people,  have  been  fully  justified  by  experience;  and  that 
it  cannot  now  be  doubted  that  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions prescribes  simplicity  and  economy  as  the  character* 
istics  of  the  reform  which  is  yet  to  be  effected  in  the  pre- 
sent and  future  execution  of  the  functions  bestowed  upon 
us  by  the  Constitution. 

Limited  to  a  general  superintending  power  to  maintain 
peace  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  prescribe  laws  on  a 
few  subjects  of  general  interest,  not  calculated  to  restrict 
human  liberty,  but  to  enforce  human  rights,  this  Govern- 
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^ent  will  find  its  strength  and  its  gl^ry  in  the  faithful 
^discharge  of  these  plain  and  simple  duties.  Relieved  hy 
*]tB  protcciing  shield  from  the  fear  of  war,  and  the  appre- 
hension of  oppression,  the  free  enterprise  of  wur  citizens, 
aided  hy  the  State  sovereignties,  will  work  out  improve- 
ments and  ameliorations,  which  cannot  fail  to  demonstrate 
tSiat  the  great  truths  that  the  people  can  govern  them- 
selves, is  not  only  realized  in  our  example,  but  that  it  is 
done  by  a  machinery  in  Government  so  simple  and  eco- 
nomical as  scarcely  to  be  felt.  That  the  Almighty  Ruler 
of  the  Universe  may  so  direct  our  deliberations,  and  over- 
rule our  acts,  as  to  make  us  instrumental  in  securinj^  are- 
6ult  so  dear  to  mankind,  is  my  most  earnest  and  smcere 
prayer. 

ANDUEW   JACKSON. 
December  4,  1832. 


Documents  accompanying  the  Presidents  Message. 

HEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

D£P4MTME2rT  oY  War,  Nov.  25,  1832. 

Tbihe  President  of  the  Un  Ued  Siatei: 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  I  proceed 
to  Uy  before  you  a  brief  statement  of  the  various  opera- 
tions of  tins  department  for  tlie  past  year,  and  such  sug- 
gestions for  the  improvement  of  the  several  branches  of 
the  public  service,  committed  to  its  care,  as  experience 
has  dictated;  and,  in  executing  this  task,  it  is  due  to  the 
services,  exertions,  and  fidelity,  of  the  officers  at  the  head 
of  the  respective  bureaus  of  the  department,  that  I 
should  acknowledge  their  able  assistance,  and  the  impor- 
tant benefits  I  have  derived  from  their  counsel  and  co- 
operation in  the  administration  of  the  concerns  of  this 
highly  respectable  office. 

During  the  past  suasion,  the  hostile  aggressions  of  the 
Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  upon  the  borders  of  Illinois  and 
Michigan,  required  and  received  the  prompt  attention  of 
the  Government.  The  Executives  of  tiie  States  of  Mis- 
souri, lUinois,  and  Indiana,  and  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, cooperated  zealously  and  efficiently  in  the  mea- 
sures of  protection.  The  regular  troops  in  tlie  vicinity 
of  the  theatre  of  hostilities  were  concentrated  under  Bri- 
gadier General  Atkinson,  and  brought  into  the  field;  and 
the  militia  of  Illinois,  and  of  that  part  of  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  exposed  to  danger,  promptly  repaired  to  the 
defence  of  the  frontier.  Such  was  the  nature  of  the 
warfare  and  of  the  country,  that  it  was  difficult  imme- 
diately to  protect  the  long  line  of  scattered  setllement!^, 
and  to  bring  the  enemy  to  action. .  As  a  precautionary 
measure,  and  to  place  the  result  of  the  campaign  as  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  accident  as  possible,  the  garrisons  at 
some  of  the  posts  upon  the  seaboard,  and  upon  the  .lakes, 
were  ordered  to  Chicago,  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Scott,  to  co  operate  with  the  force  already  em- 
ployed under  Brigadier  General  Atkinson.  The  celerity 
with  which  tliese  troops  moved,  is  creditable  to  their 
character  and  discipline.  One  of  the  companies  reached 
Chicago  in  eighteen  days  from  Old  Point  Comfort,  a  dis- 
tance, by  the  route  necessarily  travelled,  of  more  than 
eighteen  hundred  miles;  and  the  movement  of  tlie 
whole  was  marked  by  the  greatest  despatch.  Unfortu- 
nately, their  hopes  of  being  useful  to  their  country  were 
suddenly  arrested,  when  highest,  by  the  appearance  of 
the  cholera;  and  probably  few  military  expeditions  have 
prehented  scenes  more  appalling  in  Uiemselves,  or  de* 
roanding  the  exertion  of  greater  moral  courage.  The 
occasion  was  met  by  Major  General  Scott  in  a  niannet 
worthy  of  his  high  character;  and  the  example  he  gave 
to  the  American  army  in  that  period  of  trying  responsi- 
bility, is  not  less  important,  than  was  his  gallant  bearing 
in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  during  the  late  war.     His< 


efforts  were  welL  seconded  by  the  officers;  and  no  prac- 
ticable method  seems  to  have  been  omitted  to  stav,  or  to 
cure,  the  pestilence.  Of  abi-ut  fifteen  hundred  officers 
and  men  of  the  regular  troops  ordered  to  the  northwest- 
ern frontier,  not  less  than  two  hundred  died  by  tlie 
cholera. 

General  Atkinson,  with  the  regular  troops  and  militia 
under  his  command,  pursued  the  Indians  through  a  coun- 
try very  diffictilt  to  be  penetrated,  of  which  little  was 
known,  and  where  much  exertion  was  required  to  pro- 
cure supplies.  These  circumstances  necessarily  delayed 
the  operations,  and  were  productive  of  great  responsibil- 
ity to  the  commanding  officer,  and  of  great  sufferings  and 
privations  to  all  employed  in  this  harassing  warfare. 

The  Indians,  however,  were  driven  from  thetr  fastnes-' 
sea,  and  fled  towards  the  Mississippi,  with  the  intention 
«of  seeking  refuge  in  the  country  west  of  that  river.  They 
were  immediately  followed  by  General  Atkinson,  with  a 
mounted  force,  overtaken,  and  completely  vanquished. 
Hie  arrangements  of  the  commanding  general,  as  well  in 
the  pursuit  as  in  the  action,  were  prompt  and  judicious, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  exemplary. 
The  campaign  terminated  in  the  unqualified  submission 
of  the  hostile  party,  and  in  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  permanent  stcurity  of  the  frontier;  and  the  result 
has  produced  upon  the  Indians  of  that  region  a  salutary 
impression,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  similar  scenes. 

The  expensive  operations  rendered  necessary  by  these 
events,  have  demonstrated  the  able  organization  and  ef- 
ficiency of  the  various  staff  departments  of  the  army,  and 
their  capacity  to  meet  any  exigency  which  may  require 
their  exertions.  They  have  also  shown  that  the  tHoratt 
and  discipline  of  the  troops  are  well  preserved,  and  that, 
whenever  or  wherever  their  services  may  be  wanted, 
the  expectations  of  their  country  will  not  be  disap* 
pointed. 

An  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  authorized  the 
raising  of  six  companies  of  mounted  rangers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers.  Five  of  these  were  organized  with- 
out delay,  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law;  but, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  per8#n  selected  for  the  com- 
mand  of  the  sixth,  with  the  troops  employed  under  Gene- 
ral Atkinson,  that  company  was  not  brought  into  service 
during  the  active  portion  of  the  season.  It  is  now,  how- 
ever, filled,  and  under  orders. 

I  have  caused  a  comparative  view  to  be  appended  to 
this  report,  showing  tlie  difference  of  cost  between  the 
maintenance  of  this  corps  of  rangers,  and  of  a  regiment 
of  dragoons.    It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  former  ex- 
ceeds the  latter  by  one  hundred  and  fiAy-three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars.    The  rangers  cost- 
ing annually  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  and  the  dragoons  one  hun- 
drtfd  and  forty  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  dollars;  an  excess  of  expenditure  well  worthy  of 
consideration,  unless  there  are  circumstauces  connected 
with  the  nature  of  the  duties  of  these  corps,  which  give 
to  the  rangers,  as  at  present  orgnnized,  a  decided  prefe- 
rence over  the  dragoons.     It  is  my  conviction  that  there 
are  no  such  circumstances,  and  that  a  regiment  of  dra* 
goons  would  be  more  efficient  as  well  as  more  economi- 
cal.    From  the  constitution  of  the  corps  of  r^nger^  and 
from  the  short  periods  of  their  service,  their  organization 
is  but  little  superior  to  that  of  the  ordinary  .militia.  Every 
year  there  must  be  a  great  loss  of  time  in  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  corps,  ana  in  the  acquisition  of  the  necessary 
experience  ana  knowledge.     And  its  constitution  is  so 
disstmiUr  from  that  of  any  other  branch  of  the  army,  iluit 
a  perfect  union  of  sentiment  and  action  between  them 
can  scarcely  be  expected.    The  want  of  these  must  fre- 
quently be  injurious  to  (he  public  service. 

Regular  cavalry  are  fully  competent  to  the  discharge 
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»>f  all  the  duties  required  of  mounted  ninf^ers.  In  cele- 
rity of  move  me  nfr,  tliey  will  of  course  be  equ^l*  and  if 
(which  however  is  dnubtfuh  the  rifle  is  considered  the 
rpost  efficieiit  nrin  for  mounted  troops,  operating  against 
the  Indians,  this  weapon  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
such  cavalry,  and  ihey  can  easily  be  trained  to  its  use. 

Besides  other  imporcant  objects,  it  is  desirable  to  pre- 
serve in  our  military  system  the  elements  of  cavalry 
tactics,  and  to  keep  pace  with  the  improvements  made 
in  them  by  other  nations.  The  establishment  of  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoons  would  complete  the  p^aonne/ of  our 
army,  and  would  introduce  a  force  which  would  har- 
monize with,  and  participate  in,  the  esprit  du  corps  so 
essential  to  mihtary  eiliciency,  and  so  easily  and  cer- 
toinly  created  by  military  principles. 

It  seems  to  be  now  conceded,  und  it  surely  may  well 
be,  that  mounted  troops  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  that  p;irt  of  the  inland  frontier  in  contact 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  Our  permanent  military  posts, 
garrisonef]  by  infantry,  exert  a  moral  influence  over  the 
Indians  and  protect  important  and  exposed  positions. 
Hut  to  overtake  and  chastise  marauding  parties,  and  in 
fact  to  carry  on  any  serious  operations  agtunst  an  Indian 
foe  in  th«  level  regions  of  the  West,  horsemen  are  indis- 
pensably necessary.  Presuming,  therefore,  that  some 
force  of  this  description  will  be  retained,  I  have  the  ho- 
nor to  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  conversion  of  the 
corps  of  rangers  into  a  regiment  of  dragoons. 

The  report  of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Engineer 
Department,  presents  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  ope* 
rations  assigned  to  the  corps  under  his  superintendence, 
in  its  three  great  divisions  of  fortifications,  internal  im- 
provement, and  military  education. 

In  the  construction  of  the  various  works  of  defence 
upon  the  maritime  frontier,  the  progress  has  been  as  ra- 
pid as  was  compatible  with  a  proper  and  economical  ad- 
ministration of  this  important  duty,  and  with  the  numer- 
ous calls  upon  the  officers  of  that  department.  So  much 
delay  and  loss  are  experienced,  not  only  in  this  branch  of 
the  public  service,  but  in  almost  all  others,  requiring  the 
di.sbursement  of  money,  by  the  late  period  at  which  the 
appropriations  are  sometimes  made,  that  I  am  led  to  in- 
trotiiice  the  subject  here,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  engage 
tiie  attention  of  Congress.  The  pecuniary  loss  is  not  the 
only  injury,  particularly  in  all  the  works  of  fortification 
and  internal  improvement.  The  operations  are  necessa- 
rily discontinued  during  one  part  of  the  working  season, 
ami  too  rapidly  prosecuted  daring  another (  and  the  re- 
auU  is,  consequently,  more  or  less  unfavorable. 

The  numerical  strengtli  of  the  engineer  corps  is  not 
now  sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  required 
of  its  officers..  They  have  all  been  actively  and  zealous- 
ly engaged,  and  their  scientific  and  practical  attainments 
emtiientiy  qualify  them  for  the  discharge  of  the  various 
functicmti  they  are  performing,  whether  belonging  appro- 
priately to  their  prcifeiisioii,  or  assigned  to  them  by  this 
department  For  the  facts  connectt-d  with  this  subject, 
I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  contenting 
mystrlf  with  obsening,  that  there  is  no  economy  in  keep- 
ing this  establishment  below  the  numbers  demanded  by 
the  ixi^eiicy  iif  the  service.  Either  the  duty  will  not 
be  perh>rmcd,  as  has  happened  tliis  stason  in  some  in- 
ataiiCis,  or,  as  has  happened  in  others,  it  will  be  worse 
perfutmcd,  and  at  a  greater  expe<i»e:  for  it  is  impossible 
to  transfer,  from  civil  life,  or  from  other  departments  of 
the  army,  perwiiis  pos^^essing  the  requisite  aiUinments, 
V  iibcut  pre%'Km»  experience,  to  ensure  science  and  skill 
iu  the  execution  oi'  these  duties,  and  a  system  of  vigilaut 
8ttper\i!>i<>n  in  the  nilmiuistration  of  their  fiscal  concerns. 
Tu  ucqnlre  these  quulificalions,  time  and  experience  are 
necessury.  And  the  responsibility  imposed  by  a  perma- 
nent altachmeiit  to  the  department,  and  the  esprit  du 
corps  created  by  it,  are  both  favorable  to  a  more  faithful 


and  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  it. 
For  these  reasons,  and  from  the  cleare&t  conviction  that 
such  a  measure  is  demanded  by  the  public  intt* rest,  [ 
Venture  to  renew  the  tccommendation  contained  in  my 
last  annual  report,  for  a  moderate  and  gradual  increase  of 
the  engineer  corps,  and  to  cxppcss  my  full  concurrence 
in  the  views  presented  by  the  Chief  Engineer  upon  that 
subjecL 

The  Military  Academy,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report 
of  the  Board  of  Visiters,  is  steadily  pursuing  its  course  of 
usefnlness.  As  an  institution  national  in  its  objects,  its 
administration,  its  support,  and  its  pupiN,  it  merits  the 
fostering  care  of  the  Government,  and  the  kind  regard 
of  the  ptiblic.  For  a  scries  of  years,  it  has  undergone 
the  rigid  examination  of  the  most  respectable  citizens, 
selected  from  every  part  of  the  country,  many  of  «-hom 
have  arrived  tliere  with  strong  prejudices  against  it,  but 
all  of  whom,  I  believe,  have  returned  with  a  deep  con- 
viction of  its  importance  and  admirable  management.  As 
a  school,  where  the  various  sciences,  auxiliary  to  the  art 
of  war,  are  taught,  aud  taught  most  thoroughly;  as  a 
camp  of  instruciion,  where  the  practical  duties  of  the 
soldier  are  acquired,  and  where  the  difficult  art  of  go- 
verning is  learned,  by  learning  first  the  duty  of  obediencei 
as  a  place  of  deposite,  where  all  the  improvements  in 
military  knowledge,  throughout  the  world,  are  ascertain- 
ed, preserved,  and  investigated)'  and  as  a  point  of  con- 
centration, where  young  men  are  brougiit  into  fViendly 
contict  and  emulation,  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  and 
are  sent  out  to  defend  their  country,  with  their  sectional 
prejudices  diminislied,  and  their  views  eidarged,  it  it 
among  the  most  valuable  possessions  of  the  republic. 

I  coincide  in  opinion  with  the  Board  in  the  sugges- 
tions they  have  made,  and  commend  them  to  youi  favor- 
able notice.  From  personal  inspection,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  additions  to  the  buildings,  pointed  out  in  the  re- 
port, are  required  by  the  public  interest,  and  that  they 
are  essential  to  the  comfort  of  the  professors  and  pupils, 
and  to  a  due  prosecution  of  their  duties  at)d  studies.  -And, 
es))ecially,  I  am  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a  pro- 
per pUce  of  public  worship,  where  all  the  persons  attached 
to  the  institution,  amounting,  with  their  families^  to  more 
than  eight  hundred  individuals,  can  assemble,  and  unite 
in  the  performance  of  religious  duties.  In  a  christian 
community,  the  obligaiiouh  upon  this  subject  will  not  he 
questioned;  and  the  expense  of  providing  a  suitable 
place  of  worship,  especially  as  a  chaplain  is  maintained 
there,  cannot  be  put  in  competition  with  the  permanent 
advantages  of  a  course  of  religious  instruction  to  such  a 
number  of  persons;  a  large  portion  of  whom  are  at  that 
critical  period  which  determines  whether  the  future 
course  of  fife  shall  be  for  evil  or  for  good,   > 

The  reasons  heretofore  urged  for  an  augmentation  and 
more  efficient  organization  of  the  topographical  corps, 
still  exist  in  full  force.  The  duties  assigned  to  that  branch 
of  the  staff  require  extensive  sci<;ntific  attainments,  to- 
gether with  much  experience.  They  are  pro<iiictive  of 
important  advantages,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war ;  aiKt 
therefore  address  themselves  with  |)eculiar  force  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  Government.  This  corfia 
is  not  sufficiently  numerous  t'ov  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
required  of  it;  and  the  additional  expenditures,  rendered 
necessary  by  this  state  of  thing<(,  exceed  the  amount  de- 
manded  by  the  prop(»sed  augmentation.  Independently, 
however,  of  the  absolute  economy  which  would  result 
from  tiie  adoption  of  this  measure,  it  is  called  for  by 
other  aud  not  less  forcible  considerations.  AH  experience 
proves  that  a  corps  organized  upon  military  prmciples  it 
more  re>pon$ible,  more  efficient,  and  better  governed^ 
tlmn  individuals  can  be,  who  arc  uuited  by  different  and 
ordinary  associations.  Causes  are  put  in  operation,  which 
necessarily  produce  emuUtion,  professional  pride,  and 
united  action.    The  character  of  the  corps  is  dear  to 
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eifery  individualy  and  etch  becomes  identiGed  with  its 
.prospects  and  reputation.  Officers  temporarily  assigned 
to  topographical  duties  cannot  be  expected  to  feel  the 
same  interest  in  the  prosecution  of  these  labors  which 
they  would  do  if  tliey  were  constituent  members  of  the 
corps,  and  looking  forward  to  it  for  advancement  in  pro- 
fessional standing,  as  well  as  in  military  rank.  Many  of- 
ficers,  however,  are  thus  occasionally  employed,  and, 
were  they  not  so,  much  of  this  branch  of  the  public  in- 
terest would  remain  unexecuted.  An  efficient  and  in- 
crease<l  organization,  fully  adequate  to  the  duties  of  the 
corps,  may  be  eflTected  without  any  addition  to  the  pub- 
lic expenditure.  For  the  details  of  such  a  plan,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  officer  temporarily  in 
charge  of  that  bureau. 

There  is  probably  no  class  of  officers  under  the  Govern- 
ment, wliose  compensatioo  is  more  inadequate  to  their 
services,  than  that  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  army.  There 
are  but  two  grades,  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon,  in 
this  corps;  and  the  pay  of  the  former  is  forty-five  dollars, 
and  the  pay  of  the  latter  is  forty  dollars  per  month. 

The  prospect  of  gradual  and  continued  promotion,  held 
out  to  the  other  officers  of  the  army,  is  a  powerful  incen- 
tive to  good  conduct,  and,  when  realized,  becomes  its 
just  reward.  Of  this  the  medical  officers  are  deprived; 
for  the  slight  difference  of  rank  and  pay  at  present  exist- 
ing is  scarcely  worthy  of  consideration.  The  nature  of 
their  profession,  requiring  time,  experience,  and  pecuni- 
ary means,  for  its  acquisition;  the  responsible  and  ardu- 
ous services  demanded  of  them;  the  relation,  not  always 
a  pleasant  one,  in  which  they  stand  to  the  line  of  the 
army;  and,  I  may  add»  in  justice  to  this  meritorious  class 
of  officers,  their  general  capacity,  respectability,  and 
good  conduct,  entitle  them  to  a  higher  rate  of  compensa- 
tion; and  I  indulge  the  hope  that  tneir  claims  will  be  fa- 
vorably considered* 

In  the  subsistence  of  the  army  an  important  change  has 
been  made,  which,  I  trust,  will  prove  salutary  to  the 
health  and  morals  of  the  troops.  In  lieu  of  spirituous 
liquor,  which  formerly  composed  a  part  of  each  ration,  a 
commutation  was  some  time  since  established,  by  which 
lis  value  was  paid  to  each  soldier  in  money;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  had  permission  to  purchase  this  destructive 
article  from  the  sutler  of  the  post.  The  regulation  you 
have  recently  authorized  substitutes  coffee  and  sugar  for 
the  commutation  previously  established.  Four  pounds  of 
coffee  and  eight  pounds  of  sugar  are  hereafter  to  be  is- 
sued with  every  pne  hundred  rations.  And,  at  those  posts 
where  the  troops  prefer  it,  ten  pounds  of  rice  are  allowed 
lo  the  same  number  of  rations,  instead  of  the  beans  wiiich 
have  formed  a  constituent  portion  of  the  subsistence  oi 
the  soldier.  From  a  comparative  estimate  furoished  by 
tlie  Commissary  General,  it  appears  that  this  alteration  in 
the  component  parts  of  the  ration  will  add  but  two  mills 
and  four-tenths  to  its  cost,  and  will  increase  the  whole 
amount  of  the  army  subsistence  by  a  sum  not  exceeding 
six  thousand  dollars — an  expenditure  not  to  be  regarded, 
when  the  benefits  resulting  from  it  are  taken  into  view. 
Simultaneously  with  this  arrangement,  a  regulation  was 
adopted,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  by  the 
auilers  to  the  troops,  and  its  introduction,  under  any  cir- 
cuihstances,  into  the  camps  and  forts  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  exception  of  the  hospital  stores,  and  of  the 
quantity  necessaiy  to  issue  under  that  provision  of  the 
law  which  allows  an  extra  gill  to  every  soldier  engaged 
in  fatigue  duty.  No  authority  to  dispense  with  this  is 
vested  in  the  Executive,  and  Congress  alone  can  inter- 
pose the  necessary  remedy.  I  am  satisfied  the  great  cause 
of  public  morals,  as  well  as  the  discipline  and  efficiency 
of  the  army,  would  be  promoted  by  an  entire  abolition  of 
these  issues;  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  legislative 
authority  will  be  exerted  for  that  purpose.  An  addition 
of  three  cents  to  the  sum  allowed  for  extra  daily  labor. 


would  be  more  than  an  adequate  pecuniary  compenssitton 
for  the  deprivation  herein  recommended,  and  would  in- 
crease, but  in  a  very  inconsiderable  degree,  the  public 
expenditure. 

A  very  partial  knowledge  of  the  actual  condition  ^f  our 
army,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  most  superficial  observer, 
that  to  habits  of  intemperance  may  be  traced  almo5t  all 
the  evils  of  our  military  establishment.  These  need  no 
enumeration,  that  an  adequate  conception  may  hp  formed 
of  their  nature  and  consequences.  But  it  is  time  that  an 
enemy  so  insidious  and  destructive  were  met  and  over- 
come; that  all  palliatives  were  abandoned;  and  that  a 
system  of  exclusion,  of  entire,  unconditional,  exclusion, 
were  introduced  and  enforced.  Eveiy  just  consideration 
of  policy  and  morality  requires  this  measure,  and  public 
opinion  is  certainly  prepared  for,  and  would  approve  it. 
I  earnestly  recommend  the  subject  to  your  most  finvora- 
ble  consideration. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  for 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  operations  and  condition  of 
that  branch  of  the  public  service. 

Among  the  southern  and  southwestern  Indians,  no  event 
has  occurred  to  disturl?  the  relations  existing  between 
them  and  the  United  States.  The  settled  policy  of  the 
Government  to  induce  the  Indians  to  remove  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  respective  States  and  Territories,  where  this 
can  be  done  upon  reasonable  terms,  and  with  their  free 
consent,  has  been  steadily  kept  in  view.  The  objects  and 
necessity  of  that  policy  are  so  clearly  stated  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  of 
December  2,  1828,  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  drawing 
your  attention  to  those  remarks: 

**  In  the  practice  of  European  States,**  says  Preiident 
Adams,  "  before  our  revolution,  they  (the  Indians)  had 
been  considered  as  children,  to  be  governed;  as  tenants 
at  discretion,  to  be  dispossessed  as  occasion  might  require; 
as  hunters,  to  be  indemnified,  by  triflitig  concessions,  for 
removal  from  the  grounds,  upon  which  their  g^roe  was 
extirpated.  In  changing  the  system,  it  would  seem  as  if 
a  full  contemplation  of  tne  consequences  of  the  change 
had  not  been  taken.  We  have  been  far  more  successful 
in  the  acquisition  of  their  lands, than  in  imparting  to  them 
the  priifbiplea,  or  inspiring  them  with  the  spirit,  of  civili- 
zation. But,  in  appropriating  to  ourselves  their  hunting 
grounds,  we  have  brought  upon  ourselves  the  obligation 
of  providing  them  with  subsistence;  and,  when  we  have 
had  the  rare  good  fortune  of  teaching  them  the  arts  of 
civilization,  and  the  doctrines  of  christiamiy,  we  have 
unexpectedly  found  them  forming,  in  the  midst  of  our- 
selves, communities  claiming  to  be  independent  of  ours, 
and  rivals  of  so%ereignty  within  the  territories  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union.  This  state  of  things  requires  that  a 
remedy  should  be  provided — a  remedy  which,  while  it 
shall  do  justice  to  these  unfortunate  children  of  nature^ 
may  secure  to  the  members  of  our  contVdt ration  their 
rights  of  sovereignty  and  of  soil.  As  the  outline  of  a 
project  to  that  efi'ect,  the  views  presented  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  ot  War  are  recommended  to  the  consi- 
det^ation  of  Congress." 

**  While  some  of  our  citizens,'*  says  General  Potter,  in 
the  very  able  report  here  referred  to,  "who  are  the  advo- 
cates of  pnmitive    and  imprescriptible   rights,  in  their 
broadest  extent,  contend  that  these  tribes  are  indc|ien- 
dent  nations,  and  have  the    sole  and  exclusive  right  to 
the  property  and  government  of  the  territories  they  oc- 
cupy, others  consider  th^m  as  mere  tenants  at  will,  Uke 
the  buifalo  of  the  prairies,  to  be  hunted  frum  their  coun- 
try whenever  it  may  suit  our  interest  or  convenience  to 
take  possession  of  it.     These  views  of  their  rights  ar.d 
disabilities  are  equally  extravagant  "and  unjust;  but,  the 
misfortune  is,  that  the  intermediate  line  has  never  been 
drawn  by  the  Goverotnent    Nothing  can  be  nM>re  dear 
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to  one  who  hvs  marked  the  progress  of  population  and 
improvement,  and  is  conversant  with  the  principles  of  hu- 
mun  action,  tlian  that  these  Indians  will  not  be  permitted 
to  hold  the  reservations,  on  which  they  live,  within  the 
States,  by  iheir  present  tenure,  for  any. considerable  pe- 
riod. If,  indeed,  they  were  not  disturbed  in  their  posses- 
sions by  lis,  it  ivould  be  impossible  for  them  long  to  sub* 
sisty  as  they  have  heretofore  done,  by  the  chase,  as  their 
game  is  already  so  much  diminished  as  to  render  rt  fre- 

Suently  necessary  to  furnish  them  with  provisions,  in  or- 
er  to  save  them  from  starvation.  In  their  present  de»iti. 
tute  and  deplorable  condition,  and  which  is  constantly 
growing  more  helpless,  it  would  seem  to  be  not  oaly  the 
right,  but  the  duty  of  the  Guvernmenty  to  take  them  un- 
der its  paternal  care,  and  to  exercise  over  their  persons 
and  property  the  salutary  rights  and  duties  of  guardianship. 

**  The  most  prominent  feature  in  the  present  policy  of 
the  Government,  as  connected  with  these  people,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  eiforts  that  are  making  to  remove  them  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  States  and  organized  Territories. 

"  A  very  extensive  tract  of  country,  lying  to  the  west 
and  north  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  has  lately  been  set 
apart  for  the  colonization  of  the  Indians." 

**  Let  such  of  the  emigrating  Indians  as  choose  it,  con- 
tinue, as  heretofore,  to  devote  themselves  to  the  chase  in 
a  country  where  their  toils  will  be  amply  rewarded.  Let 
those  who  are  willing  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  civilization, 
be  formed  into  a  colony,  consisting  of  distinct  tribes  or 
communities,  but  placed  contiguous  to  each  other,  and 
connected  by  general  laws,  which  shall  reach  the  whole. 
Let  the  lands  be  apportioned  among  families  and  individu- 
als in  severalty,  to  be  held  by  the  same  tenures  by  which 
we  hold  ours,  with  perhaps  some  temporary  and  whole- 
soma  restraints  on  the  power  of  alienation.  Assist  them  in 
forming  a  code  of  laws  adapted  to  a  state  of  civilization." 

"In  regard  to  such  Indians  as  shall  still  remain  within 
the  States  and  Territories,  and  refuse  to  emig^te,  let  an 
arrangement  be  made  with  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
States  in  which  they  are  situated,  for  partitioning  out  to 
them,  in  severalty,  as  much  of  their  respective  reserva* 
tions  as  shall  be  amply  sufBcieht  for  agricultural  purp:)ses. 
Set  apart  a  tract  proportioned  in  size  to  the  number  of 
Indians  to  remain,  in  common,  as  a  refuge,  and  subject 
tliem  to  all  the  municipal  laws  of  the  State  in  which  they 
reside.  Let  the  remainder  of  the  reservation  be  paid  for 
by  those  who  hold  the  paramount  right,  at  such  prices  as 
shalt  be  deemed,  in  reference  to  the  uses  which  Indians 
are  accobtomed  to  make  of  it,  reasonable,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds be  applied  for  tiie  benefit  of  those  of  t)ie. tribe  who 
emigrate  after  their  establishment  in  the  colony,  or  be 
divided'  between  those  who  emigrate  and  those  who  re- 
main, as  justice  may  require." 

To  the  views  herein  presented,of  the  condition  of  the  In- 
dians, of  the  prospects  which  await  them,  and  of  the  only 
efficient  remedy  in  their  power  to  s<:ek,  or  in  that  of  the 
Government  to  apply,  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  my  own 
testimonial,  founded  on  an  intimate  intercourse  witi)  them 
of  eighteen  years,  both  personal  and  official,  under  every 
variety  of  circumstances,  in  peace  and  war,  and  in  very 
remote  regions,  as  well  as  within  our  own  settlements. 
The  principles  laid  down  in  these  extracts  are  substan- 
tially the  same  as  those  which  now  regulate  the  Govern- 
ment in  all  their  transactions  with  the  Indians,  wlicn  the 
question  of  their  permanent  establishment  or  removal  is 
brought  under  discussion. '  So  far  as  respects  the  emi- 
grating Indians,  this  wilt  clearly  appear  by  reference  to 
the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners  now  engagfcd  in  the 
adjustment  of  all  the  unsettled  matters  connected  with 
the  great  plan  of  colonization.  With  regard,  however, 
to  those  Indians  who  refuse  to  remove,  it  has  not  been 
deemed  expedient  for  the  Government,  by  its  own  act, 
either  to  partition  out  to  them  tlie  land  necessary  for  their 
support,  or  to  decide  upon  the  consideiation  to  be  allow. 


ed  fur  the  residue,  and  to  direct  its  appropriation.  Thi?, 
so  far  as.regards  the  General  Government,  has  been,  and 
continues  to  be,  the  subject  of  conventional  arrangement, 
in  which  the  parties,  by  mutual  discussion  and  compro- 
mise of  opinion,  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  result.  In  these 
arrangements,  wbere^he  parties  desire  it,  adequate  tracts 
of  land  in  fee,  with  "temporary  and  whoUsome  re- 
straints" upon  the  right  to  sell,.are  Recured  toall  who 
desire  to  remain.  Tlut  this  system  of  *«  guardianship" 
is,  however,  founded  upon  a  just  and  intimate  knowledge 
of  >  he  Indian  character,  no  one  acquainted  witli  that  cha- 
racter will  question.  I  need  not  now  inquire  whether  a 
practical  resort  to  the  principles  resulting  from  it  will 
ever  become  necessary.  If  it  should,  no  doubt  every  ar- 
rangement wliich  justice  and  humanity  call  for,  will  be 
liberally  made. 

In  your  message  to  the  Senate,  of  February  2?,  1830, 
you  explained  your  views  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
over  the  Indian  tribes  living  within  the  respective  Slates 
and  Territories',  and  stated  that,  in  your  opinion,  and  in 
the  words  of  the  above  report,  they  were  "  subject  to  the 
municipal  laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  reside,"  in  all 
cases  where  such  laws  were  extended  over  them. 

The  progress  of  events,  since  1828,  has  confirmed,  if 
confirmation  were  wanting,  the  correctness  of  these  prin- 
ciples, and  their  adaptation  to  the  actual  and  prospective 
condition  of  the  Indians.  The  circle  of  civilization  and 
improvement  has  extended,  and  various  tribes  have  re- 
tired, or  are  retiring,  before  it.  The  experience  of  tlie 
four  years  which  have  intervened,  does  not  furnish  one  • 
consolatory  hope  that  the  insulated  bands,  who  have  re« 
served  and  occupy  tracts  surrounded  by  our  settlements, 
can  permanently  retain  these  positions,  and  prosper. 
There  are  moral,  political,  and  physical  causes,  all  in 
operation,  which  cannot  be  controlled,  and  which  forbid 
such  an  expectation.  And,  in  fact,  the  whole  history  of 
our  intercourse  with  our  primitive  people  teaches  no  one 
lesson  more  important  than  thisi  and  it  will  be  fortunate 
for  their  prosperity,  and  for  our  responsibility,  if,  in  its 
practical  application,  both  parties  should  become  satisfied 
that  the  system  provided  by  the  act  of  May  28,  1830,  of. 
fers  the  only  rational  prospect  of  a  durable  and  happy 
residence  for  the  Indiana.  A  few  individuals,  almost 
always  half  breeds,  and  their  connexions,  engrossing  the 
intelligence  and  means  of  each  of  these  small  communi- 
ties, and  too  often  without  regard  to  the  rights  or  fate  of 
others,  may  become  assimilated  to  our  institutions,  and 
eventually  pUnted  among  us  with  safety.  But  this  should 
never  be  permitted  at  the  sacrifice  of  more  important  in* 
tercsts^  and  to  the  utter  disregard  of  the  fate  which 
awaits  the  unfortunate  mass  of  these  tribes,  persuaded,  or 
almost  compelled,  to  remain  where  they  must  rapidly  de« 
cline,  and  at  length  disappear.  And  the  causes  which 
enacted  this  law  are  not  less  obvious  in  their  origin,  than 
they  are  certain  in  tlieir  operation.  Their  progress  is 
onwar^l;  and,  regret  them  as  we  may  and  must,  no  hu- 
man power  can  arrest  tlu  ir  march,  or  avert  their  conse- 
quences. The  effort  has  been  made  for  generations,  and 
ill  every  ntode  that  wisdom  or  philanthropy  could  sng« 
gestf  and  yet,  in  not  one  solitary  instance,  has  it  produced 
any  permanent  or  general  beneficial  effect.  And  we 
may  survey  our  whole  cultivated  territory  in  the  vain  ex- 
pectation of  discovering  one  aboriginal  community,  how- 
ever small,  wiiich  has  witlistood  the  ceaseless  pressure  of 
civilization,  and  which  holds  nut  the  slightest  p;*ospect  of 
moral  or  physical  improvement,  or  even  of  eventual  sub- 
sistence, for  the  great  body  of  the  individuals  composing 
It.  If  such  a  community  exist,  it  is  unknown  to  met  an^ 
in  fact,  if  one  is  believed  to  exist,  it  is  only  by  those  who 
are  unacquainted  with  its  actual  condition,  and  with  the 
internal  history  of  Us  wants,  its  dissensions,  and  its  op- 
pressions. ^ 

The  act  of  Congress  of  M^iy  J8,  1830,   created  a  bar- 
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rier,  beyond  which  tke  dispersed  remnants  of  our  various  I  the  Mississippi,  and  for  the  emigration  of  that  tribe  to  ih 
Indian  tribes  may  be   collected   and  *prescn-ed.     The    conniry  offered  for  their  permanent    residence.     Will 


provisions  of  that  acl  are  plain,  salutary,  and  compre 
hensive.  It  is  a  solemn  national  declaration,  containing 
pledges,  which  neither  the  Government  nor  th^  coun* 
try  will  suffer  to  be  violated.  -It  secures  to  the  Indians, 
forever,  the  undisputed  possession  and  contrd  of  the  re- 
gion allotted  to  (hf  m,  and  makes  such  arrangements  as 
are  essential  to  the  subsistence,  safety,  and  comfortable 
establishment  of  the  colonists.  No  similar  attempt  has 
ever  been  heretofore  made,  and  therefore  no  u'nfavrr- 
able  deductions  can  be  drawn  from  the  failure  of  preced- 
ing efforts,  leaving  in  view  the  same  general  object,  but 
endeavoring  to  attain  it  by  far  different  means.  No  or- 
ganized gov.  rnment  exists,  oi  can  exist,  to  assert  juris- 
diction over  these  tribes,  and  treaties  of  cessicm  are  in- 
compatible with  the  whole  basis  of  the  plan  of  settlement. 

All  the  testimony  before  this  department  concurs  in 
representing  the  country  assigned  for  a  land  of  refuge, 
as  abundantly  extensive  and  fertile  for  the  support  of  ttie 
Indians,  and  as  presenting  in  its  climate,  its  animal  and 
agricultural  productions,  and  its  general  circumstances, 
features  admirably  adapted  to  their  situation  and  wants. 
Inipoitant  benefits  are  anticipated  from  ttie  act  of  the 
last  session,  autliorizing  tiie  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  visit  the  several  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
to  arrange  the  various  interesting  and  unsetiL-d  ques- 
tions arising  out  of  the  new  relations  which  the  system 
of  emigration  has  created.  A  majority  of  these  com- 
missioners, it  is  supposed,  is  now  in  that  region,  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  ihejr  duties;  but  the  time  which 
has  intervened  unce  their  arrival  there,  has  been  to<y 
short  to  enable  them  to  pommunicate  to  the  department 
the  progress  and  prospects  of  their  missii>n.  The  ac- 
copipanying  copy  of  their  instructions  will  show  the  ge- 
nc'ral  nature  of  their  duties,  and  the  great  importance 
of  an  able  and  faithful  <lischarge  of  them.  TheMS  duties 
embrace  the  settlement  of  conflicting  claims;  the  ar- 
nngemcnt  of  disputed  boundaries;  the  juxtaposition  of 
kindred  bands;  the  commutation  of  permanent  for  tem- 
porary  annuities;  the  reconciliation  of  hostile  tribes;  the 
redemption  of  the  solemn  pledge  of  prottction  offered 
by  the  act  of  May  28,  1830;  the  establishment  of  a  sys- 
tem of  government  over  them,  and  of  intercommunica- 
tion among  them;  and,  generally,  the  examination  and 
suggestion  of  any  topics  calculated  to  improve  their  con- 
dition, and  to  enable  the  Government  the  better  to  dis- 
charge the  great  moral  debt  which  circamstances  and 
the  situation  of  this  helpless  race  have  imposed  upon 
them.  Every  facility  in  the  power  of  the  Executive  has 
been  granted  to  aid  the  operations  of  the  commission- 
ers; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  report  will  be  full 
and  Satisfactory,  and  that  the  measures  founded  upon  it 
will  introduce  a  new  era  into  the  hi^ory  of  our  Indian  in- 
tercourse. 

In  my  report  of  November  21,  183.1,  I  stated  it  "  had 
been  suggested  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Chero* 
kces  were  desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  the  provi. 
sioits  of  the  treaty  of  May  6,  1838,  for  their  removal.*' 
And  that,  **  with  a  view  to  ascertain  this  fact,  and  to  af- 
ford them  the  aid  offered  by  that  treaty,  if  they  were  in- 
dined  to  adiipt  it,  a  system  of  f)peratioii8  had  been  adopt' 
ed»  and  persons  appuihted  to  carry  it  into  effect."  liut 
tliat  **  sufficient  time  to  form  a  judirment  of  the  residl  of 
tills  measure  had  nut  then  elapsed." 

Under  this  system,  about  s^ven  hundred  Cherokees 
have  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  treaty  of  1828,  and  have 
been  removt-d,  in  conformity  with  its  stipulations,  to  the 
country  wt'<;t  of  the  Misnissippi.  Bit  the  opentions 
h*ve,  for  the  present,  been  suspentlcd.  ^nd,  jiint it  re- 
cency, there  was  reason  to  hirpe  tliut  their  resumption 
would  have  been  rendered  tinnec.ssai-y  by?«nanange- 
meiit  fur  tiu*  cc»V:on  of  ti'.e  whole  Cherokee  ti'Je  east  d 


itii 
this  view,  the  liberal  propositions  authorized  by  you  were 
Uiade  to  them,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this  report. 
It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  it,  tJiat  the  offers  were 
conceived  in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  liberality,  which  jus- 
tified the  expectation  of  their  prom)>t  acceptance.  I'hey 
contained  ample  security  for  the  permanent  esta'd^h- 
ment  of  the  Cherokees,  and  for  the  perpetual  occupatu»n 
of  the  country  allotted  to  them.  They  provided  ti«e 
means  for  their  moral|  social,  ami  political  improvement; 
and  they  offered  all  the  pecuniaty  aid  necessarj-  to  their 
present  and  future  subsistence  and  support.  Their  ao* 
ceptance  would  have  terminated  the  difficulties  in  which 
the  Cherokees  are  involved,  woukl  liave  united  the  dis- 
persed portions  of  the  tribe,  and  would  have  laid  the  fonn-' 
dation  of  their  permanent  improvemetit  and  prosperity. 
Uut  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  answer  which  is  submitte<l  to 
you,  that  this  eHbrthtis  been  una^'ailing,  and  that,  unlets 
there  is  a  change  in  their  councils,  no  favorable  change 
in  their  condition  can  be  expected. 

I'he  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830  allowed  that  tribe  three 
years  to  emigrate.  In  183 1,  about  5,000  of  them  removed 
to  their  new  possessions  between  the  Canadian  and  Red 
rivers.  I'hey  are  highly  gratified  with  the  climate  and 
country,  and  satisfied  wiih  the  exchange  they  have  made. 
From  the  returns  which  have  been  received,  it  is  estimat- 
ed that  about  7,0(K)  more  will  cross  the  MifKissippi  this 
season,  and  the  residue  of  the  tribe,  amounting  to  about 
6,000,  will  follow  during  the  next. 

General  Coffee  has  succeeded  in  concliiding  a  treaty 
with  the  Chickasaws,  which  will  lead  to  their  entire  re- 
moval, and  to  their  location  in  the  West.  The  basis  of 
this  treaty  is  different  frftm  any  heretofore  assumed  in  our 
negotiations  wiiii  the  Indians.  The  who!e  value  of  the 
country  ceded  is  assigned  to  the  Chickiisaws,  and  the 
United  States  become  in  fact  trustees  to  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  fortlieir  benefit. 

It  is  stipulated  that  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  sur- 
veyed and  sold,  and  the  whole  proceeds,  deducting  Oii iy 
the  actual  expenses,  applied  to  the  various  objects  enu- 
merated, connected  with  the  temporary  subsistence,  re- 
moval, and  permanent  establishment  of  these  Indians. 
A  resrcluary  fund  is  to  be  vested  in  some  productive  sltick, 
and  the  income  to  be  annually  appropriated  for  the  pub- 
lic and  private  objects  stipulated  m  the  treaty.  A  coun- 
try for  the  residence  of  the  tribe  is  to  be  procured  by 
themselves,  and  it  is  probahle  they  will  be  able  to  make 
a  satisfactory  arrangement  tor  that  purpose  with  the  l^hnc- 
taws,  a  kindred  people,  who  are  in  possession  of  a  much 
larger  district  than  is  required  by  their  numbers. 

No  pecuni.Hry  benefit  will  result  to  the  United  States 
from  tins  treaty;   but,  should  it  be  ratified,  it  will  consti- 
tute an  important  era  in  our  Indian  relations.     It  will  pro- 
bably leatl  to  the  establishment  of  the  principle,  that,  in 
future  cessions  of  land,  the  full  value  bliall  be  secured  to 
the  grantors,  with  such  deductions  only  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  treaties.     l*iie 
advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  United  Stateti  from  these 
arrangements,    wilt  be  limited  to  the   removal  of  the  In- 
dians from   their  present  uusuiiable   residences,  and  to 
their  establishment  in  a  region,  where  we  may  hope  t'» 
see  them  pitisperous,  contented,  and  improving-.     Aud  it 
cannot   be  doubted    but   that  a    course  fio  consistent 
with  the  dictates  of  justice,  and  so  honorable  to  the  na- 
tional character,  would  be  approved  by  public  sentiment. 
Should  we  hereafter  discard  all  expectation  of  pecuniary 
advantage  in  our  purchase  from  the  Indians,  and  cunline 
ourselves  to  the  great  objects  of  their  removal  and  re-es- 
tabtfshment,  and  take  care  that  the  proceeds  of  the  ces- 
sions are  ap]>ropriated  and  applied  to  their  benefit,  and  in 
the  most  (»alutary  manner,  we  should  go  far  towards  dis- 
charg  ng  the  great  moral  debt  which  has  come  d  jwq  to 


APPENDIX— ro  Gale$  Sf  Scatoti's  Register. 


13 


D(if^imf^r\fs  'irmmprnt/'ns^  thr  Pre -u^t. •}!*}>  }.T,ys*7C' 


r?^d  CovG.  2fl  Sms. 


IH,  as  an  inhfritance,  from  the  earlier  period:;  of  oitr  hi*, 
tory,  and  ivhic'i  has  h«en  unfortunately  hicrt^asfd,  durinj^ 
suoceanlve  j^enerationa,  by  circumstances  beyoiul  oiir  con- 
trol.  The  pciUcy  would  not  be  leas  wiw  than  just.  The 
time  has  passed  away,  if  it  ever  existed,  when  a  ret-enue 
derived  from  such  a  source  was  necessary  to  the  Go\*ern 
ment.  The  rt^mn-int  of  our  aboriginal  race  may  well  look 
for  the  fyll  vsdue,  and  that  usefully  applied,  of  the  rem- 
nunt  of  those  immense  po«sesst<>ns,  which  havepassi^  from 
thfoi  ious,and  If  ft  few  suhitantial  evidences  of  permanent 
iidvantai^e.  One  gre;«t  u'.)j 'action  to  a  removal,  which  has 
b^en  tm^ed  by  the  more  discreet  Indians,  and  by  many  of 
our  own  citizens,  who  are  honestly  seeking  their  im- 
provement, is  the  prcspect,  judging  by  the  past,  that 
their  location  west  t  f  tlie  Miiisissippi  would  be  tempora- 
ry, as  they  wouM  be  soon  pressed  for  new  cessions,  and 
would  yield, as  they  have  heretofore  yielded,  to  successive 
appliciitinns  f«>r  this  purpose.  Although  the  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  theiriemovul,  and  the  spirit  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress which  introd^feed  the  system,  are  opposed  to  such 
attempts,  still  the  apprehension  is  entertained,  and  has 
proved  injurious.  Probably  no  course  would  better  satis- 
fy  them  tipon  this  subject,  than  the  introduction  of  a  prin. 
cipic,  whicli  would  secure  to  them  the  fidl  value  of  the 
property,  under  all  circumstances;  thus  lessening  the 
p^babdity,  iu  their  view,  of  any  wish  on  our  part  to  ac- 
quire it,  and  ensuring  on  theirs,  if  not  the  power  and  dis- 
position to  retain  it,  at  least  the  means  of  converting  it  to 
tiie  irreatest  advantage. 

The  treaty  negotiated  with  the  Creeks  in  March  last, 
is  in  process  of  execution.  As  soon  as  the  census  is 
compltrted,  and  the  necessary  surveys  made,  each  person 
entitled  tti  land  will  receive  his  tract,  and  he  will  then 
be  allowe*!  to  Sidl  (.r  retain  it.  If  he  chooses  to  sell,  the 
treaty  provitles  him  a  residence,  and  sectires  him  his  jtisl 
privileges  writh  his  countrymen  who  have  crossetl  the 
Mississippi.  But  if  he  prefer  remaining,  and  retaining 
his  l<«nd,  he  becomes  a  citizen  of  Alabama,  amenable  to 
its  liws,  Mi.d  entitled  to  their  protection.  All  danger  uf 
future  collision  is  therefore  at  an  end. 

A  treaty  has  been  formetl  with  the  Seminoles  of  Flori- 
da, upon  just  and  satisAtctory  terms,  by  which  they  cede 
their  poss<.  ssionn  in  that  territory,  and  agree  to  migrate 
to  the  region  west  of  the  Mississippi.  l*he  treaty,  how- 
ever, is  not  obligatory  on  their  part,  nntil  a  deputation, 
sent  by  them,  shall  have  examined  the  country  proposed 
for  ihttir  rcudence;  awl  until  the  tribe,  upon  their  re- 
prirt,  shall  have  signified  their  desire  to  embrace  the 
terms  of  the  treaty.  In  conformity  with  this  stipulation, 
an  ex|)loring  deputation  has  proceeded  to  the  Arkansas 
coiti.try,  tor  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  and  reporting 
its  a'laptation  to  the  objects  of  Indian  life.  When  they 
return,  the  determination  of  the  tribe  will  be  made  known 
to  tiie  i>overnmeiit{  and,  it  is  hoped,  in  time  to  enable 
the  department  to  submit  the  treaty  to  yon,  that  it  may 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  ensuing  session. 

With  the  Appalachicola  bands  an  arrangement  has 
been  made,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1830, 
for  the  relinquishment  of  the  largest  ponio-is  of  their 
claims  in  FIond.»,  and  for  their  removal.  This  arrange- 
ment is  uiicomlitional,  and  wdl  be  im^nediately  executed. 
And  it  is  confidently  anticipated,  that  the  sm&ll  party 
wliich  has  not  yet  ahsenteil  to  the  arr.ingement,  will  stwn 
accept  similar  terms  for  the  very  limited  reseinrations  held 
by  them. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  with  the  Creeks,  the  Choc- 
taws,  the  Chickasaws,  and  the  principal  Appalachicola 
binJs,  certikinly.  and  with  the  Seminoles,  probably,  such 
arrHngemert'»  have  been  ma'le  as  will  previ-nt  the  occur- 
rviice  of  any  tlitAcullies  rcsidting  fr«>m  the  assertion  of 
j  'risdiction  by  the  State  or  Territorial  Governments,  on 
I  he  one  t<an(^  and  the  unfivmded  claims  ^f  exeinr>ti(m 
fri»in  ihtir  authority  by  tlie  Indians,  *>n  ihc  other.   These 


tribes  embrace  all  the  aboriginal  population  now  remain- 
ing in  the  country  e»f»t  of  the  Mississippi,  and  south  of 
the  Ohio,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  individuals,  too 
imimpnrtant  for  recapitulation;  and  with  the  exception, 
also,  of  the  Cherokees  Of  these  latter  Indians,  it  is 
computed  that  abcmt  thirty.fi ve  hundred  reside  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  about  eleven  thousand  within  the 
chartered  limits  of  Georgia,  and  in  'the  States  of  Alaba- 
mi,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina.  All  the  embarrass- 
ments, arising  out  of  the  anomalous  situation  of  the  In- 
dians, which  have  engaged  the  public  attention,  and  oc- 
casioned much  anxiety  to  the  Government,  are  con6ned, 
in  their  operation,  to  that  portion  of  this  small  band 
living  within  the  State  of  Georgia.  Could  they  be  in- 
duced to  pursue  the  only  course  which  promises  tiiem 
stabrlity  and  prosperity,  and  to  remi-ve  lo,  and  re-esta- 
blish  in,  the  West  their  political  and  social  syste-Tis,  with 
such  modifications  as  experience  atul  tiie  cltange  of 
events  have  rendered  necessary,  the  country  mi^bi  sooi> 
look  forward  to  an  entire  removal  of  the  whole  Indian 
race  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  a  termination  of  all 
those  perplexing  difficulties  which  inevitably  result  from 
the  existing  relations  established  between  them. 

Treaties  of  cession  and  removal  have  abo  been  formed 
with  the  Shawnees,  Delawares,  Peorias,  and  Kaskaskias, 
by  which  their  territorial  claims  in  His9<niri  and  Illinois 
have  been  extinguished;  and  with  the  Pattawatamies,  for 
the  cession  of  extensive  districts  in  Illinois  and  Iitdiana. 

The  recer»t  hostilities,  commenced  by  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians,  may  be  traced  to  causes  which  have  been 
for  some  time  in  operatum,  antl  which  left  little  doubt 
upon  the  minds  of  those  ac(|uainted  with  the  savage  cha- 
racter, that  they  were  determined  to  commit  some 
aggression  upon  the  frontier. 

The  confederated  tribes  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  have 
been  long  distinguished  for  their  <l:iring  spirit  of  adven- 
ture, and  for  their  restless  and  rtckless  disposiiton.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth  century,  one  of 
these  tribes  made  a  desperate  attempt  to  seize  the  post  of 
Detroit;  and,  during  a  period  of  forty  years,  subsequent 
to  that  effort,  they  caused  great  trouble  ami  tnib;4rrah8« 
ment  to  the  French  colonial  government,  whirh  was  only 
terminated  by  a  most  formidable  military  expedition,  sent 
by  that  enterprising  people  into  the  then  remote  regions 
west  of  Green  llay. 

Dtiring  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  this  Confetlera- 
cy  entered  zealously  into  the  ctmtest,  and  was  among  the 
most  active  and  determined  of  our  enemies.  After  the 
peace,  their  communication  with  the  Canadian  authori- 
ties was  preserveil;  and,  every  year,  large  parlies  of  the 
most  influential  chiefs  and  warriors  visited  Upper  Canada, 
and  returned  laden  with  presents.  Tint  tliis  continued 
intercourse  kept  alive  feelings  of  attachment  lo  a  foreign 
power,  and  weakened  the  proper  and  necessary  infla« 
ence  of  the  United  States,  is  known  to  every  one  who 
has  marked  the  progress  of  events,  and  conduct  of  the 
IndiHUs  upon  the  northwestern  frfmtier.  The  tribes  upon 
the  Upper  Mississippi,  particularly  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
and  the  Winnebagoes,  confident  in  their  position  and  in 
their  natural  courage,  and  totally  ignorant  of  the  vast  dis* 
proportion  between  their  power  and  that  of  the  United 
States,,  have  always  been  discontented,  keeping  tjie 
frontier  in  alarm,  and  continually  committing  si^me  out- 
r.(ge  upon  the  persons  or  property  uf  the  inhabitants.  All 
tlys  is  the  result  of  impulse,  and  is  the  necessary  ana  al« 
most  inevitable  consequence  of  institu  ions,  u  hidi  make 
war  the  great  object  of  hfe.  It  is  not  probable  that  any 
Indian,  seriously  bent  upon  hosttliiies,  ever  stops  to  cal- 
culate tlie  fopce  of  the  white  man,  and  to  estimate  the  dis- 
astrous  conseqiiences  which  we  know  must  be  tiie  result. 
lie  is  impelled  onwanl  in  bis  desperate  career  by  pas- 
sions, which  are  fostered  and  encoiira^red  by  the  whole 
frame  of  society;  and  he  is,  very  probably,  stimulated  by 
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the  predictiuns  of  some  fanatical  leader,  who  promises 
him  g'lory,  victory,  and  sculps. 

In  this  stale  of  feeling,  and  with  these  incitements  to 
war,  the  Sacs  and  Fuxes  cUimed  the  right  of  occupying 
a  part  of  the  co'.intry  upon  Kock  river,  even  after  it  had 
been  sold  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  settled 
by  them.  In  1829  and  in  1830,  serious  diflkuhitrs  re- 
suited  from  their  efforts  to  establish  themselves  in  that 
section,  and  frequent  collisions  with  the  inhabitants  were 
the  consequence.  Representations  were  made  to  thenn, 
and  every  efiTort,  short  of  actual  hostthties,  used  by  the 
proper  officers,  to  induce  Ihem  to  abandon  these  un- 
founded pretensions,  and  to  confine  themselves  to  their 
own  country  on  the  west  siile  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
These  eiforis  were  successful  with  the  well  disposed  por- 
tion of  the  tribes,  but  were  wholly  unavailing  with  the 
band  known  by  the  name  of  the  *^  British  party."  In 
1831,  their  atrgress'ions  were  so  serious  and  the  attitude 
they  assumed  so  formklable,  that  a  considerable  detach- 
ment of  the  army,  and  of  the  militia  of  Illinois,  was  called 
into  the  field;  and  the  disaffected  Indians,  alarmed  by  the 
preparation  for  their  chastisement,  agreed  to  reside  and 
hunt  '*  upon  their  own  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river/'  and  that  they  would  not  *'  recross  this  river  to  the 
usual  place  of  tlie'^r  residence,  nor  any  part  of  their 
old  hunting  grounds  east  of  the  Mississippi,  without  the 
express  permiiision  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
or  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  lliinois." 

This  arrangement  had  scarcely  been  concluded,  before 
a  flagrant  outrage  was  committed,  by  a  party  of  these  In* 
dians,  upon  a  band  of  friendly  Menomonies,  almost  under 
the  guns  of  Fort  Crawford.  Twenty -five  pcrions  were 
wantonly  murderied,  and  many  wounded,  while  encamp- 
ed in  the  village  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  resting  in  fan- 
cied security  upon  our  soil,  and  under  our  flag.  If  an 
SCI  like  this  had  been  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  and  un- 
puoished,  a  war  between  these  tribes  would  have  been 
the  consequence,  in  which  our  frontiers  would  l>avebeen 
involved,  and  the  character  and  influence  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  lost  in  the  opinion  of  the  Indians. 

Apprehensive,  from  the  course  of  events  already  stated, 
and  from  other  circumstances,  that  the  disnil'eclcd  bund 
of  Sacs  and  Foxes  would  again  harass  and  disturb  the 
•ettlemenis  upon  our  borders,  and  determined  that  the 
murderers  of  the  Menumonles  should  be  surrendered  or 
taken,  the  department  ordered  General  Atkinson,  on  the 
7(h  of  March  last,  to  ascend  the  Mississippi  with  the  dis- 
posable regular  troops  at  Jefferson  barracks,  and  to  carry 
into  effect  the  instructions  issued  by  your  direction  Still 
further  to  strengthen  the  frontiers,  orders  were  given  for 
the  re-occupation  of  Chicago. 

The  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  Menomonie  mur- 
derers was  entirely  disregarded;  and  the  *^  British  party" 
of  the  Sacs  and  Fuxes  recn^s^ed  the  Mississippi,  and,  as- 
suming a  hostile  attitude,  established  themseivts  upon 
Hock  river.  The  subsequent  events  are  well  known, 
and  the  restdt  has  already  been  stated  in  this  report. 

To  Major  General  Scott  and  Governor  Reynolds,  of 
Illinois,  was  a^isigned  the  ta>k  of  pacification;  and,  by 
their  joint  exertions,  treaties  of  cession  were  formed  with 
the  Winnebagoes,  and  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  by 
which  tlie  title  of  the  former  is  extinguished  to  all  the 
country  south  of  the  Ouisconsin  and  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi! and  the  title  of  the  latter  to  an  extensive  region 
west  of  this  river. 

These  cessions  are  highly  important  to  the  peace  and 
security  of  that  frontier,  and  will  soon  be  followed  by 
such  settlements  as  will  place  it  beyond  all  danger  ot 
Indian  hostilities.  And  it  Is  to  be  earnestly  hoped,  that 
the  severe  le&son,  which  the  events  of  the  late  campaign 
have  taught  the  Indians,  will  ensure  the  preservation  o1 
tranquillity,  and  render  a  resort  to  similar  measures,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  unnecessary. 


The  removal  of  a  number  of  the  tnbes  and  other 
changes,  which  are  taking  place  in  our  bidian  relations, 
have  enabled  you  to  direct  the  discontinuance  of  several 
of  the  agencies,  and  a  considerable  reduciion  in  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Indian  Department.  The  agencies  of 
MichillimacKinack,  and  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  have  been 
consolidated,  and  those  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  of  the  East- 
ern Cnoctaws,  and  of  the  Eastern  Creeks,  have  been  lim- 
ited to  the  Gist  of  December  next,  after  which  they  will 
be  discontinued.  A  corresponding  reduction  has  been 
made  in  the  expenditures,  amounting,  as  the  estimates 
will  show,'  to  the  annual  sum  of  twelve  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  the  ordinary  operations  of 
that  bmnchof  the  public  service.  The  progress  of  the 
system  of  emigratif>n  will  enable  the  department  to  carry 
into  effect  your  instructions  with  relation  to  a  further  di- 
minution of  these  expenses;  and  no  opportunity  will  be 
omitted,  consistently  with  the  public  interest,  tu  accoai« 
plish  thir  desirable  object. 

The  important  duties  imposed  upon  the  department  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  June  7,  1832,  entitled  *'  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  *  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviv- 
ing officers^and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,' "  have  been 
executed  as  far  as  possible.  As  will  be  seen  by  a  report 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Pension  Bureau,  upv^ards 
of  twenty  thousand  applications  have  been  presented  un* 
der  that  act.  Of.these,  mure  than  six  thousand  have  been 
examined;  and  have  been  admitted,  rejected,  or  returned 
for  supplementary  action.  The  number  of  cases  so  far 
exceeded  the  anticipations  which  had  been  formed,  that 
the  strength  of  the  office  was  wholly  inadequate  to  a 
prompt  examination  of  themt  and  a  system  of  procedure 
was  therefore  adopted,  involving  some  additional  expense, 
(to  meet  which, it  is  hoped  an  appropriation  will  be  made,) 
but  calculated  greatly  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the 
business.  Additional  clerks  were  employed,  and  a  divi* 
sion  of  labor  was  established  among  them,  by  which  each 
case  could  be  thoroughly  examined,  and  a  brief  analysis 
submitted  in  a  prescribed  form.  By  assigning  to  particu- 
lar persons  the  duty  of  deciding  whether  these  condensed 
statements  present  such  claims  as  come  within  the  esiab- 
lished  regulations,  every  reasonable  facility,  compatible 
with  a  proper  investigation,  is  given  to  the  progress  of 
the  busiiteS8,and  yet  the  important  action  upon  the  whole 
is  entrusted  only  to  five  principal  clerks  in  the  bureau* 
who,  from  their  experience,  or  other  qualifications,  are 
fully  competent  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  and  who  act 
under  the  more  immediate  direction  of  the  faithful  oflftcer 
who  has  so  long  presided  over  the  Pension  Bureau. 

It  is  certainly  very  desirable  that  all  these  claims  should 
be  investigated  and  decided  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
The  bounty  or  the  Justice  of  their  country  has  come  late 
enough  to  the  remnant  of  that  heroic  band  who  laid  the 
foundations  of  our  national  prosperity,  without  the  occur* 
rence  of  further  unnecessary  delay  in  the  administration 
of  the  law;  and  i  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  cause  the  roost 
prompt  and  vigorous  measures  within  the  reach  of  the  de- 
partment to  be  taken,  in  order  to  effect  this  object. 

Still,  a  just  regard  to  the  public  interest,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  proper  precautions  to  guard  against  fraudulent 
claims,  necessarily  interpose  deUys  in  the  noanagement 
of  this  business,  which,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, may  have  appeared  unreasonable.     But  they 
are  not  so.     They  could  not,  and  cannot  be  avoided. 
The  regulations  adopted  to  give  effect  to  the  act,  and  re- 
ported at  the  last  session  to  the  Pension  Committees  of 
both  Houses,   proceeded,   in  some  measure,  upon  new 
principles,   in  the  system  of  evidence  required  to  be  sub* 
mitted.    It  was  manifest,  that  if  the  plan  adopted,  with 
greit  propriety,  fourteen  years  ago,  when  the  first  pension 
act  WHS  passed,  were  adhered  to  in  all  cases  arising  under 
the  recent  law,  but  few  would  be  found,  who  could  claim 
its  benefits.    Since  that  period,  death  has  reduced  the 
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number  of  the  revo1utIX>Tiary  patriots^  and  advanced  age 
and  infinnity  have  enfeebled  the  powen  of  the  survivors. 
Direct, positive  evidence,  therefore,  of  identity  and  service 
cannot  be  procured  in  many  cases,  nor  without  difficulty 
in  scarcely  any.  In  this  state  of  tltings,  and  where  no 
documentary  evidence  exists, (and  this  has  been  preserved 
in  but  few  of  the  States,)  the  applicant  is  alloMred  to  slate 
in  detail  the  nature,  extent,  and  duration  of  his  service, 
and  all  the  important  facts  connected  witii  it,  which  h« 
can  recollect.  The  regulations  prescribe  the  general 
mode  in  which  this  declaration  must  be  made,  and  the 
questions  to  be  put  to  the  applicant.  The  proceed). ig 
must  take  pbce  before  some  court  of  record,  except  in 
cases  of  peculiar  infirmity;  and  tlie  favorable  opinion  of 
the  court  is  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  applica- 
tion. The  declaration  must  also  be  corroborated  by  the 
testimony  of  respectable  individuals,  acquainted  with  the 
applicant,  and  bearing  evidence  to  the  tradiuonary  belief 
of  his  revolutionary  services  in  the  neigliborhood  wiiere 
he  has  resided. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  mere  preparation  and  transmis- 
sion of  these  papers  ought  not  to  entitle  the  party  to  the 
relief  he  seeks*  If  it  did,  great  frauds  would  be  practised. 
The  general  form  of  the  proceedings  is  an  important 
auxiliary  in  the  administration  of  these  duties,  but  it  is  not 
all;  nor  is  it,  indeed,  the  principal  element  in  the  process 
of  investigation.  The  narrative  of  the  applicant,  refer- 
ring to  the  names  of  oflioerss  to  the  numbers  and  stations 
of  regiments  and  corps;  and  to  marciies,  battles,  and 
i)ther  historical  events,  is  carefully  examined,  and  com- 
pared with  the  records  in  the  department,  and  with  such 
facts,  connected  with  the  revolutionary  annals,  as  have 
been  collected,  during  a  series  of  many  years  of  constant 
labor  and  attention,  in  the  Pension  Oflice.  It  is  believ- 
ed that  this  course  of  investigation  and  comparison  is  as 
free  from  objection,  as  any  plan  which  could  have  been 
adopted;  and  that  a  just  medium  has  been  preserved  be- 
tween that  severity  of  administration,  which  would  have 
rendered  nugatory  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  that 
laxity,  which  would  have  opened  the  Treasury  to  false 
and  fraudulent  claims. 

But  the  labor  of  investigation  which  this  course  of 
proceeding  imposes  upon  the  department,  is  apparent, 
and  it  is  without  remedy.  An  appropriation  is  requested, 
in  order  lo  increase  the  number  of  clerks,  as  tar  as  is 
prudent  and  compatible  with  a  safe  execution  of  the  law. 
Should  this  be  granted,  the  whole  subject  will  be  dis- 
posed of  whh  as  little  delay  as  possible,  agreeably  to  the 
intentions  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  expectations  of 
the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Natt  Dbpartmsht,  December  3,  1832. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,- 

Sih:  It  is  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  be  able  to 
lay  before  you  an  exposition  of  the  transactions  of  this  de* 
partment  the  past  year,  evincuig  great  piosperity. 

New  evi<lences  have  been  furnished  of  the  importance 
of  our  navy,  in  sustaining  the  American  cluracter  abroad, 
and  in  extending  and  protecting  some  of  our  most  valua 
ble  interests. 

Besides  the  ordinary  aid  given  to  commerce,  by  the 
pri-sence  of  a  res|iectable  force  on  each  of  our  fonign 
stations,  the  cruising  gn«unds  of  some  of  our  t>q(udruns 
have  be«rn  enlarged;  convoy,  and  relief  in  di^ttress,  have 
been  occasionally  afTordetl;  threatened  aggressions  huve, 
in  s<ime  cases,  been  deterred,  and,  in  others,  thecomuus- 
sion  of  actual  injuries  Imu  been  seasonably  investigated 
And  stopped. 


in  the  performance  of  these  duties,  frequently  very  de» 
licate  and  difllicuh,  our  officers  have,  in  general,  display- 
ed commendable  prudence,  and  always  their  accustomed 
promptitude,  aeal,  and  bravery. 

Connected  with  the  Mediterranean  station,  the  only 
collision  that  has  arisen  between  any  part  of  our  squadron 
and  other  Powers,  took  place  at  Madeira,  between  the 
Constellation  and  the  blockading  vesaels  of  Donna  Maria. 
Thecommaaderof  the  Constellation,  under  instructions  to 
show  entire  impartiality  towards  the  contending  claimants 
to  the  throne  of  Portugal,  and  at  the  same  time  to  respect 
in  all  places  theactuul  Government,  founds  on  his  arrival 
at  that  island,  the  force  employed  in  its  blockade  appa- 
rently iiuiuflicient  for  tlie  due  investment  of  the  place,  and 
partial  in  its  indulgences  towards  the  flags  of  other  na« 
tions.  Under  these  impressions  as  to  the  facts,  and  under 
his  general  orders  for  the  efficient  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, he  came  to  a  conclusion,  very  fortunate  for  those 
interested  in  the  trade  to  Madeira,  that  while  such  a  state 
of  things  continued,  he  was  justified  in  extending  assist- 
ance to  our  merchantmen  to  enter  the  port  of  their  des« 
tination  with  their  perishable  cargoes. 

The  addition  to  the  MediterricneAn  squadron  of  the 
frigates  Constellation  and  United  States,  and  the  return 
of  the  Ontario,  are  the  only  material  changes  in  it  since 
my  last  annual  re|#rt.  The  Delaware  has  been  prepared 
fur  sea  with  a  view  to  that  station;  but  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient not  to  despatch  lier,  unless  some  emergency  oc< 
curred,  uniil  she  could  undergo  a  thorough  examination 
in  one  of  our  dry  docks.  The  Brandy  wine,  Boston,  and 
Concord,  being  expected  home  the  present  winter,  their 
places  will,  probably,  in  a  few  months,  be  supplied  by 
the  Delaware^ 

The  chastisement  inflicted  by  the  frigate  Potomac  on 
the  piratical  Malays,  in  February  last,  is  the  sole  occur- 
rence of  importance  among  our  vessels  that  compose  the 
squadron  in  the  Pacific  The  orders  given  to  her  com- 
mander required  him  to  ascertain,  by  careful  inquiries, 
that  the  information  received  here  belore  his  sailing,  con- 
cerning the  plunder  and  massacre  committed  on  board 
the  ship  Friendship,  was  not  exaggerated,  lie  was  fur- 
ther directed  to  satisfy  himself  that  those  outrages  were 
not  provoked  by  any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  Ame* 
ricans;  and  that  the  offenders  were,  as  represented  and 
believed  to  be  true,  a  race  of  a  character  so  lawless  and 
savage  as  not  tP  come  within  the  scope  of  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse. He  was  also  instructed,  if  practicable,  first  to 
demand  and  obtain  indemnity  for  the  injury  committed, 
and  the  punishment  of  those  most  conspicuous  in  these 
barbarous  atrocities.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  learn,  by 
accounts  from  that  quarter  of  the  world,  subsequent  to 
the  visit  of  the  Potomac  to  Sumatra,  that  the  result  of 
that  visit  has  been  to  silence  all  exultation  and  menaces  of 
further  violence  from  those  sea-robbers;  to  draw  from 
them  acknowledgments  of  past  errors,  and  promises  of 
future  forbearance  from  like  offences,  and  to  ensure,  as 
yet,  a  scrupulous  fulfilment  of  those  promises.  But,  to 
guard  against  their  perfidy,  orders  were  given  that  the 
Potiimac  should  be  followed  by  a  detachment  from  the 
Uiazilian  squadron,  part  of  which  detachment  has  since 
sailed,  and  has  instructions  to  touch  not  only  at  Suma* 
tra,  but  such  places  in  India,  China,  and  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  Africa,  as  may  be  conducive  to  the  security  and 
prosperity  of  our  important  commercial  interests  in  those 
I  L-giuiis. 

The  Slop  put  to  the  seizure  of  otir  vessels  at  the  Falk- 
land Islands  in  January  last,  was  effected  by  a  ship  of  the 
Brazdiaii  squadron,  under  general  instrucii<ms  from  this 
department  to  take  ail  proper  measures  fur  the  effectual 
Security  of  our  commerce  and  fisheries.  Special  orders 
on  tiiat  subject  had  been  previou:*ly  prepared  and  for* 
warded  by  this  department;  but^hey  had  not  ^arrived  at 
the  time  of  the  prompt  and  lucceisful  interference  by 
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the  I.exin){ton.  Our  commerce  and  fislteries  liave  not 
'been  molested  in  that  quarter  since  that  occurrence. 
The  Boxer,  another  Tcssel  of  the  same  squadron,  after 
visiting  Liberia  in  Africa,  has,  at  a  critical  moment,  ex 
tended  our  naval  proteciion  to  the  neighborhood  ot  Para 
and  Maranliam.  The  schooner  Enterprise,  in  the  late 
disturbances  at  Montevideo,  was  also  placed  in  a  posiiioit 
of  much  delicacy,  and  succeeded  in  furnishing  very  op- 
portune assistance,  not  only  to  our  own  mercUants,  but  to 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  country.  Nothing  else 
of  interest,  connected  with  the  Brazilian  station,  lias  oc- 
curred since  my  last  annual  report.  Uut  the  unsettled 
condition  of  South  America,  and  tlie  security  of  our  com* 
inerce  ir.  India,  have  led  tu  the  increase  of  our  force  on 
that  station,  by  the  addition  of  the  Peacock,  Boxer,  and 
Enterprize. 

The  West  India  squadron  has  Wen  employed  in  an  ac- 
tive and  useful  manner;  and  particularly  so  while  on  the 
coast  of  Mexico.^  During  ti»e  commotions  in  tiiat  coun- 
try the  past  season,  this  squadron  yielded  very  efficient 
proteciion  to  our  own  citizens,  u»d  was,  on  some  occa> 
sions,  fortunately  enablt^d  tu  proffer  security  to  the  re- 
sidents from  some  other  nations.  The  recent  seizure  of 
the  Montezuma,  a  vesnel  belonging  to  Santa  Anna,  was 
made  by  the  Grampus  without  any  special  instructions 
from  this  department;  but,  onthefac|f  reported  to  her 
commander,  the  seizure  was  deemed  by  him  both  neces 
s:try  and  proper  in  the  execution  of  his  general  orders  to 
shield  our  flag,  our  citizens,  and  their  property,  from  un- 
la«vlul  aggressions.  A  part  of  this  squadron  has  recently 
been  detached  to  vibit  the  Western  Islands,  the  Cape  de 
Verds,  and,  if  necessary,  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  pursuit 
of  a  piratical  vessel  which,  in  September  last,  robbed  the 
American  merchant  brig  Mexican  of  a  -large  amount  of 
property  near  the  Azores.  This  measure,  aided  by  in- 
structions to  the  commanders  of  vessels  on  their  return 
from  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  those  now  in  the  West 
indies,  as 'well  as  to  our  consuls  at  Madeira,  Lisbon,  and 
Gibraltar,  to  use  all  practicable  vigilance  in  the  detection 
and  punishment  of  the  authors  of  this  wanton  outrag-, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  terminate  successfully;  and,  in  any  event, 
will  tend  to  prevent  any  other  attempts  of  a  like  ciiarac- 
ter,  from  the  increased  impracticability  of  escape  with  im- 
punity. The  only  changes  in  the  vessels  of  this  squad- 
ron have  been  the  withdrawal  of  the  Fairfield,  Vincennes, 
and  Erie,  for  repairs,  and  the  substitution  t^f  the  St.  Louis 
and  Vandalia. 

For  reasons  suggested  in  the  last  annual  report,  it  has 
been  my  endeavor  to  keep  one  of  our  vessels  in  conimis- 
aion  remaining  constantly  on  some  portion  of  our  own 
coast.  Tiie  !«chooner  Experiment,  after  sundry  trials  of 
her  qualities, which  proved  in  a  great  degree  satisfactory, 
and,  after  a  visit,  during  the  past  season,  to  most  of  our 
home  stations,  is  still  retained  on  our  Atlantic  seaboard, 
ready  to  be  despatched  to  such  quarter  of  the  world  as 
any  new  incident  may  show  to  be  most  expedient. 

Of  the  three  small  vessels  heretofore  employed  in  the 
protection  of  our  live  oak,  there  seems  now  to  he  little 
doubt  but  one  unfortunately  foundered  in  a  severe  gale 
during  the  previous  year.  The  other  two,  under  a  belief 
that  their  further  employment  would  not  be  si»  beneficial 
as  to  justify  the  expenses  they  occasion,  have  been  re- 
called. One  ceased  to  be  in  commission  in  May  last,  an'^ 
was  ordered  to  be  sold;  and  t)ie  same  <lispositton  will  be 
made  of  the  other  un  her  arrival  at  Norfolk. 

A  list  of  ail  our  vessels  now  in  comn.ission,  with  their 
stations  and  commanders,  is  annexed.  The  vessels  not  in 
commiaition  have  ail  been  recently  examined  by  the  Navy 
Board ;  and  uicsi  of  those  in  orilinnry,  as  well  as  all  on 
the  st(»cks,  have  been  found  to  be  in  a  good  Atate  of  pre- 
servation. For  their  conilition  in  detail,  reference  may  be 
had  tu  the  documeitts  annexed.  The  acts  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  MacedoniaUj  and  the  pur- 


chase of  timber  to  rebuild,  at  some  future  period,  the 
Java  and  Cyane,  have  both  been  executed  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable. The  rebuilding  of  the  former  has  already  bt  en 
commenced,  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  timber  for 
the  others. 

The  collection  of  live  oak  frames,  and  of  other  timber 
suitable  for  other  parts  of  vessels,  under  the  act  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  is  in  progress  as  ra- 
pidly as  the  supply  of  live  oak  tiiAt>cr  from  private  lands, 
and  the  erection  of  sheds  at  the  different  yard)*  tu  pre- 
serve our  mat«- rials  of  that  character,  render  judicious^ 

On  the  subject  of  vessels,  the  department  has  nothing 
more,  of  much  importance,  to  remark,  except  the  repeti- 
tion of  its  earnest  desire,  expressed  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port, for  an  appropriation  to  build  a  few  steam  batteries. 
In  addition  to  the  considerations  then  urg^d  in  f^vor  of 
early  attention  to  this  subject,  may  properly  be  suggest- 
ed the  circumstances,  that  much  time  will  be  required, 
not  only  to  procure  their  peculiar  equipments,  ImU  to  in- 
troduce the  system  of  discipline,  somewhat  novel,  which 
may  be  ncceuary  for  their  crews;  to  enable  our  o/liceni 
to  acquire  the  new  and  necessary  science  suitable  tor  e/ie 
supervision  and  management  of  steam  tiatteriea,  and  to 
train  a  distinct  class  of  persons  in  the  service  to  become 
their  engineers.  It  is  moreover  ascertained  that  lliese 
batteries  can  be  so  constructed  as  to  prove  higi>ly  us«:tiil 
during  peace  at  the  principal  na>y  yards,  in  tewing  pub- 
lic vessels  towards  their  destination,  at  the  time  of  iit<.  ir 
departure  and  return,  under  all  winds  and  tides,  and  in 
the  frequent  and  indispensable  transportation  of  men, 
stores,  and  provisions. 

The  property  on  hand  at  the  several  yards  consisting 
chiefly  of  timber,  iron,  copper,  and  arms,  continues  to  in- 
crease in  amount.  The  whole  now  exceeds  in  value  the 
sum  of  five  million  five  hundrci  and  seventy-nine  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars.  Independent 
of  what  is  prepared  for  repairs  of  vessels  we  liave  on 
hand  the  frames  of  four  ships  of  the  fine,  seven  frig»te«, 
four  slfN>ps  and  tliree  steara  batteries;  nine  hundred  tons 
of  iron,  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  tons  of  copper,  niie- 
ty-three  tons  of  lead;  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two  cannon  and  carronades;  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  four  muskets—about  thrice  as  many  pistols 
and  cutlasses;  two  hundred  a:.d  twenty-eight  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty  round  and  double  headed  can- 
non balls,  beside  grape  and  cannistcr;  thirty-five  tiiou* 
sand  six  hundred  pounds  of  powder;  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-two 
pounds  of  sulphur^  and  about  double  that  quantity  in  ni- 
tre. For  further  particulars  under  this  head,  reference 
may  be  had  to  the  annexed  report.  Increased  attention 
has  been  bestowed  on  the  due  arrangement  and  preserva- 
tion of  all  these  materials;  and  new  securities  for  tiieir 
proper  use,  and  the  accountability  for  tliem,  will  probably 
be  introduced  into  the  revised  naval  regulations  now  pre- 
paring. 

Without  much  previous  attention  to  the  extent  and 
quality  ot  the!»e  materials^  it  will  never  be  in  our  power, 
iii  any  future  emergency,  to  develop  suddenly,  and  em- 
ploy efficiently,  the  great  naval  capacities  of  this  country 
for  annoyance  of  an  enemy,  and  for  |)ro lectio n  to  our 
commerce,  as  well  as  for  maritime  defence. 

The  act  of  Congress  for  the  gradual  improvement  of 
ttie  navy  will  expire  next  Marcli:  and  this  occasion  is 
seized  to  recommend  the  continuance  of  its  appropriatioits 
for  the   purchase  of  these  materials,  as  well  as  ftir  otHee 
valuable  purposes,  at  least  h\x  )  ears  longer.     If  lUese 
materials  are  gradually  collected,  and  preserveij,  in  such 
quantiti<rs  as  to  enable  us,  in  addition  to  the  fi»rce  usually 
in  commission,  forthwith,  in  any  crisis,  tu  put  our  vcsscU 
that  may  be  in  ordinary  and  on  the  stocks,  into  a  convU- 
tion  for  active  and    efficient   service,  and.  to  build  and 
equip  suitably  such  other  vessels  as  our  great  commercial 
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marine  will  wnst  us  fully  toiimn»  we  sball  then  exercise 
that  true  foresight  and  that  sound  and  ai^cious  economy 
in  respect  to  this  branch  of  the  public  servtce»  which  ul 
experience  of  our  own  tnd  other  nations  recommends,  and 
which  the  present  flourishing  state  of  our  country  justi* 
fies.  Without  any  increase  of  the  number  of  seamen  ac* 
tually  serving  in  the  navy  during  peace,  every  sailor  on 
our  two  thousand  miles  of  seaboard,  on  our  noble  rivers 
and  vast  lakes,  can  then  be  considered  as  in  a  course  of 
training  to  man  the  numerous  vessels  of  war  which  our 
interests^  our  rights,  and  our  honor,  may  at  any  future 
period  require  us  to  arm;  and  our  countless  steam  vessels 
on  the  navigable  waters  connected  with  some  of  our  fron* 
tiers,  could  then,  in  any  emergency,  be  at  once  supplied 
with  the  proper  munitions  of  war,  and  be  so  far  equipped 
as  floating  batteries,  that  they  would  fitmish  new  and 
powerful  aid,  not  only  in  the  rapid  transportation  of  men 
and  stores,  but  in  represan^  hostile  depredations  near  oar 
shores,  and  in  repelling  an  invading  foe. 

Though  nominally,  as  to  vessels  in  commission,  only  the 
fifth  or  sixth  naval  power  in  the  world,  and  not  expend- 
ing over  one-eighth  of  the  annual  amount  paid  by  some 
nations  to  maintain  a  naval  establishment,  yet,  if  we  look 
to  the  true  elements  of  naval  power,  to  our  riiips  in  ordi- 
nary and  on  the  stocksi  to  our  materials  for  building,  and 
equipment  collected  and  collecting  to  our  large  commer- 
cial marine,  whether  of  merchant  vessels  or  steamboats, 
to  our  flourishing  flsherie^  our  extended  seacoast  and 
excellent  harbors,  to  ourlHge  number  of  navigable  rivers 
and  inland  seas,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  our  position  in 
regard  toother  nations,  with  few  neighbors  bordering  on 
us  by  land,  and  an  ocean  rolling  between  us  and  most  of 
the  Governments  with  whom  we  are  likely  to  have  col- 
lision, it  must  be  manifest  that  our  greatest  exposure  and 
danger  are  on  the  water,  and  tliat  our  means  of  attack  and 
defence  there,  if  duly  husbanded -and  developed,  will 
probablv  always  prove  equal  to  sustain  us  with  credit  in 
any  hostilities  into  which  the  convulsions  of  the  world 
may  hereafter  plunge  our  peaceful  confederacy. 

The  buildings  at  tlie  dinerent  yards^  contemplated  by 
the  estinuites  of  last  year,  have  been  commenced  (  and 
such  sums  as  are  wanted  to  complete  them,  and  to  begin 
others  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  officers, 
the  construction  and  repairs  of  vessels,  and  for  the  safety 
of  the  pablic  property,  are  included  in  the  estimates  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

The  appropriation,  at  the  last  session,  for  the  survey  of 
Narragansett  bay,  received  immediate  attention.  The 
survey  has  been  completed,  and  the  chart  is  now  prepar- 
ing. When  finished,  it  will  be  submitted,  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  being  laid  before  Congress. 

The  liberal  appropriations  made  at  the  last  session  in 
aid  of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  have  been  partly  expended; 
and  when  the  buildings  are  finished  and  furnislied,  they 
will  conduce  greatly  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  their 
meritorious  inmates;  and  reflect  much  credit  on  the  hu- 
manity and  benevolence  of  the  country.  Measures  have 
been  adopted  to  obtain,  if  practicable,  the  release  of  ju- 
risdiction from  the  States  over  the  several  hospital  sites, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  biutlen  and  anrioyance  of 
taxes,  and  the  obstructions  to  due  discipline  in  the  esta* 
blishments. 

The  navy  hospital,  navy  pension  and  privateer  pension 
funds,  since  being  placed  exclusively  under  the  charge  of 
this  department,  have  all  received  careful  attention;  and 
the  present  prosperous  condition,  especially  of  the  two 
first,  will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  report,  to  be 
submitted  to  Congress  in  a  few  davs.  Tlie  payment  of 
nine  thousand  dollars  on  the  third  or  March,  1839,  for  the 
site  of  the  navy  hospital  at  Norfolk,  having  been  made 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  pay  and  subsistence,  instead 
of  (he  navy  hosptal  fund,  snd  on  a  deed  of  conveyance 
deemed  exceptionable  in  its  furm^  the  special  interposr- 1 

Vet.  K.     '^  ' 


tion  'of  Congress  to  arrange  the  subject  was  held  to  be 
proper  by  my  predecessor!  and*  on  that  account,  the  sub« 
ject  still  remains  unadjusted  on  the  books  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor. 

The  entbre  completion  of  the  dry  docks  has-been  pre- 
vented by  an  accident  to  the  coffer  dam  of  one  of  them, 
the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  other,  and  the  extraordUiafy  severity  or  the  weather 
during  the  last  winter.  But*  it  n  believed  that  the  soli- 
dity and  durability  of  the  works,  generally,  will  be  in« 
creased  by  the  delay;  and  that,  during  the  ensuing  sea* 
son,  we  shall  be  enabled,  with  safety  and  great  advan* 
tage,  to  use  both  the  diy  docks  in  the  examination  and 
repair  of  our  public  vessels.  The  report  annexed  witt 
furnish  the  details  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  the  other 
proceedings  under  the  act  for  the  gradual  improvement 
of  the  navy.  A  civil  engineer  will  be  needed  in 
the  future  superintendenoe  of  these;  and  he  could  other- 
wise be  very  useful  in  preparing  plans  and  estimates  for 
the  erection  of  the  various  buildings  and  other  publio 
works  at  the  diflferent  yards.  Any  increase  in  our  ex« 
pense  by  the  services  of  such  an  officer  will  be  avoided^ 
as  the  estimates  of  this  year  omit  two  of  the  number  of 
naval  constructors,  whose  labors  at  this  time  are  not  re* 
quired.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  general  estimates  for  the 
naval  service  the  ensuing  year,  which  are  annexed,  (£.) 
that  no  other  essential  change  is  contemplated  as  to  offi- 
cers, except  a  small  reduction  in  the  number  of  captaiM 
and  midshipmen,  and  a  small  increase  in  that  of  masten , 
comnumdant.  The  number  of  lieutenants  Is  only  appa- 
rently lessened,  as  it  had  been  during  the  year  no  larger 
than  the  present  estimates  contemplate;  while  the  ac- 
tual number  of  midshipmen  has  been  the  same  as  in  the 
estimates  of  former  years.  The  estimates  extend  .thie 
year  to  the  purchase  of  suitable  libraries  for  the  officers 
in  schooners  as  well  ah  in  larger  vessels;  and  includd 
schoolmasters  for  all  the  sloops.  Until  Congress  may 
think  proper  to  make  provision  for  educating  the  young- 
er  officers,  other  than  the  present  course  of  instruction  on 
board  the  larger  vessels,  and  at  two  of  the  yurds^  with  an 
occasional  extension  of  it  to  another,  earnest  and  addi- 
tional efforts  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  made  to  convert 
tyexy  vessel  as  large  as  a  sloop  into  a  school,  efficient  at 
possible  in  bestowing  on  the  midshipmen  tliat  elemental 
ry  science  and  literature,  as  well  as  that  discipline,  ne* 
oessary  to  qualify  them  for  the  honomble  discha^  of  the 
higher  and  more  responsible  duties  of  the  service.  If» 
in  such  a  floating  academy,  confined  to  the  deck  of  a 
ship  of  war,  they  may  fail  to  acquire  in  so  great  perfec- 
tion some  (rf'the  a|())ropriate  graces  of  their  rank,  it  is  a 
consolation  ta  reflect,  that,  by  furnishing  them  with  im- 
proved means,  what  they  may  acquire  in  theoretic  infor- 
mation will  be  increased  in  quantity  and  excellence,  will 
be  sooner  tested  by  experiment,  and  thus  become  more 
strongly  incorporated  with  tlie  memory  and  judgment! 
while  much  less  will  intervene  to  tempt  them  from  that 
rigid  discipline,  and  that  ardent  devotion  to  the  ocean, 
its  scenes,  its  dangers^  and  glories,  which  should  be  in- 
separable fh}m  their  arduous  and  adventurous  profession* 

The  estimates  for  improvements  at  the  different  yards, 
and  for  repairs  of  vessel^  are  somewhat  smaller  than 
those  of  the  previous  year.  But  while  retrenching,  where* 
ever  practicable,  all  unneoessary  expenditure,  it  has  been 
my  constant  endeavor  to  avoid  weakening  the  efficiency 
of  the  whole  naval  establishment,  either  through  an  in- 
considerate improssion  that  it  is,  as  in  some  older  coun- 
tries, already  arrived  at  maturity,  or  overgrown  and  4in- 
wieldy;  or  that,  from  some  other  cause,  it  is  not  entitled 
to  share  In  the  gradual  progress  and  improvements 
which  the  advancing  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  increasing 
power  of  a  great  and  growing  people,  seem  to  require 
from  all  our  useful  public  establishments. 

As  reftpectt  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  tlie  navy,  gene- 
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iKllyt  it  pves  me  stnoere  ntiifiustion  to  Mate,  that,  during 
the  yen^  not  a  aingle  dollar  ia  known  to  the  department 
to  bare  been  misappropriated,  or  loat  bj  miaconduct  on 
the  part  of  any  of  our  agents  or  other  officers. 

By  the  changes  made  under  the  new  arrangement  for 
drawing  bills  of  exclwnge  abroad,  eKher  on  England  or 
this  country,  as  most  advantageous,  and  by  the  exercise 
of  more  care  in  our  agents  concerning  the  forms  of  busi- 
nen  and  the  communication  of  seasonable  advicea,  all 
•ur  payments  abroad  haye  been  effected  without  delay  or 
•acnfices.  No  bills  of  estchange  have  been  protested} 
the  credit  of  our  drafts  has  become  good  on  every  station, 
and  on  the  two  where  moat  depressed  heretofore,  they 
have  advanced  considerably  above  par. 

Bpr  means  of  the  seasonable  appropriation  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  for  the  arrearages  which  had  been 
tome  years  accruing,  and  by  extreme  caution  since  in  re- 
lation to  charges  on  the  enumerated  contingfent  fund,  we 
have  aa  yet  been  enabled  to  pay  promptly  all  the  de* 
mands  under  that  head.  No  transfer  has  been  made  to 
aid  it,  in  any  case^  under  the  temporary  aot  of  the  last 
session. 

ShoMid  Congress  place  the  enumerated  contingent 
lund  on  the  footing  heretofore  and  ndw  recommended, 
and  which  new  charges  upon  it  in  the  present  estimates 
cender  still  more  urgent,  and  which  the  experience  of 
the  last  ten  years,  aa  shown  by  repeated  bills  for  arrear- 
ages, and  by  irregular  transfers  from  other  appropriations 
.to  aid  it,  proves  to  be  indispensable  to  meet  the  uaiuil 
demanda  upon  it  in  the  ordinary  contingenciea  of  the 
serv.ice,  there  ia  but  little  doubt  that  the  present  desira- 
ble state  of  our  moneyed  accounts  will  long  continue. 

There  is  now  on  hand  unexpended,  of  previous  na- 
▼al  appropriations,  about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars, 
but  probskly  most  of  this  sum  will  be  requisite  to  adjuat 
outstanding  claims,  and  complete  the  specific  objects  for 
which  some  of  the  appropriationa  were  made. 

On  one  subject,  connected  with  our  pecuniary  matters, 
and  which  has  heretofore  excited  some  sensibility,  both 
in  and  out  of  Congress,  from  other  considerations  as  well 
as  economy,  it  affords  me  gratification  to  add,  that  our 
public  vessels  have  returned  aoseaaonably  during  the 
year,  that  no  expense  whatever  haa  been  incurred  in  the 
transportation,  from  foreign  countriea,  of  seamen  whose 
term  of  service  had  been  allowed  to  expire  abroad. 

In  respect  to  the  preservation  of  live  oak,  tlie  depart- 
ment, as  before  suggested,  haa  not  deemed  it  proper  to 
employ  any  longer  the  small  vessels  engaged  in  that  ser- 
vice. In  two  of  the  seven  districts,  the  general  exami- 
nations having  been  completed,  it  hat*  been  considered 
not  advisable  to  retain  the  agents  in  them  at  a  large  ex- 
penditure, merely  for  the  preservatioiv  of  the  timber. 
It  is  expected  that  the  examinations  of  three  of  the  re- 
maining districts  will  be  finished  during  the  present  win* 
tert  and  of  the  other  two,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
year.  The  general  results  from  these  examinations,  and 
my  opinion  in  detail  on  the  plan  most  eligible  to  be  pur- 
aued  hereafter  on  thia  interesting  subject,  will  soon  be 
presented  to  Congress  in  a  special  report,  prepared  in 
conformity  to  a  request  contained  in  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  passed  at  the  laat  session. 

Our  seamen  have,  in  general,  evinced  a  strong  and 
increasing  attachment  to  the  service.  Great  care  haS| 
with  success,  been  taken  to  prevent  their  times  of  en* 
listment  from  expinng  abroad.  No  occasion  has  arisen 
to  open  the  rendezvous  at  home,  for  aome  montlis.  When- 
ever opened  during  the  year,  an  ample  supply  of  men 
has  been  readily  obtained.  The  habits  of  otir  seamen 
are  improving  in  respect  to  temperance.  In  most  of 
our  ships  they  have  generally  enjoyed  excellent  health, 
and  the  viaitaiions  among  them  of  tlut  ahim»iHg  scourge, 
the  Asiatic  cholera,  have  been  neither  frequent  nur  se* 
irere.    Corporal  puniahiiieiit  bat  become  leas  coiDaK»n 


and  leas  necessary.  The  present  ration  of  provision  is- 
sued for  their  sustenance  cannot  lawfully  be  changed  by 
the  department  alone,  but  could  be  altered  by  Congress 
so  aa  to  increase  ita  variety,  ita  nutriment,  and  healthful 
qualitiea.  The  ingredients  recoromende<l  in  a  special 
report  from  this  department,  at  the  laat  session,  would 
be  no  more  expensive  than  those  now  oomposing  the  ra- 
tion, and  much  more  acceptable  to  moat  seamen. 

EfTorta  have  been  made  to  apportion  an  equal  ahare  of 
the  emoluments  and  hardahipsof  the  service  to  all  officers 
of  similar  rank  and  date.  Opportunitica  to  teat  the  fitness 
of  aH  in  aubordinate  stations,  have  been,  and  will  conti- 
nue to  be,  furnished,  aa  fast  as  the  wants  of  tlie  naval 
establishment  may  permit.  It  is  essential  to  its  prospe- 
rity, that  those  officers  entirely  unfit  for  duty  should  be 
placed  on  half  pay,  or  retire  altogether  from  the  service, 
as  their  unfitness  may  have  arisen  from  wounds  and  in- 
firmities which  happened  ia  the  discharge  of  duty,  or 
from  censurable  causes. 

Strict  discipline  among  the  officers  has  generally  been 
attempted,  tempered*  it  is  hoped,  with  all  reasonable 
indulgencea*  Such  discipline  has  been  found  not  only 
more  beneficial  to  the  ofllcers  themselves,  and  the  high 
reputation  of  the  aervice,  but  a  most  efficient  instrument 
in  the  control  and  reformation  of  the  seamen,  who  seldom 
complain  of  a  system  of  government  extended  with  firm- 
ness and  impartiality  to  their  auperiors. 

The  annexed  order  has  been  issued  during  the  year, 
with  a  view  to  furnish  increasA  incentivea  to  vigilance 
in  discipline  on  board  our  veasels  in  commission,  and  as 
an  additional  meana  of  obtaining  more  accurate  informa- 
tion on  the  peculiar  merits  of  emcera  in  command*  whose 
modesty  will  generally  allow  only  the  report  of  their 
good  works,  Uirough  the  inspection  of  othera,  to  recom- 
mend them. 

No  appropriation  waa  made  the  laat  session  of  Con- 
gress for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  \  but  the  de- 
partment haa  been  able  to  meet  all  the  demand^  grow- 
ing out  of  that  subject^  by  the  balanceit  on  hand  from 
former  years,  aa  may  be  aeen  in  the  annexed  statement. 
In  consequence  of  a  supposed  piracy  on  tlic  coast  of 
Afiica,  the  Boxer  viaited  Liberia  in  April  Ust.  llie  re- 
port of  her  commander  b  annexed.  As  Conj^ress  did 
not,  at  their  last  session,  make  any  provision  in  regard 
to  the  public  property  there,  the  department  has  deem- 
ed it  expedient  to  sell  such  of  it  aa  was  perishable  and 
decaying,  and  to  direct  a  careful  examination,  by  our 
agent  resident  in  that  country,  and  an  expression  of  hia 
opinion  aa  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  residue.  It 
may  be  proper  to  have,  this  year,  at  least  a  moiety  of  the 
4ast  appropriation  of  ten  thousatid  dollars  made,  so  as  to 
enable  the  Government  to  meet  any  contingent  calls 
whicli  may  happen  in  tlic  further  suppression  of  Um  in- 
human trade. 

The  rules  and  regulations  fur  the  administration  of  the 
civil  branch  of  this  department,  mentioned  iu  tlic  last 
annual  report,  have  been  collected,  arranged,  and  print, 
ed.  From  their  subsequent  distribution  among  the  na- 
val and  civil  ofiicers  connected  with  the  service,  all  tlie 
benefits  anticipated  to  the  ]*elief  of  the  department  and 
the  officers,  from  much  unnecessary  correspondence  and 
many  unpleasant  decisions^  have  been  fully  realized. 
The  code  of  regulations  for  the  naval  branch  is  under- 
going revision  and  enlargement,  under  a  resolution  pass- 
ed by  Congress  at  its  last  session,  and  will  be  submiiled 
for  approbation  when  completed. 

A  list  of  the  deaths,  dismissions,,  and  resignations,  the 
past  year,  is  annexed. 

The  condition  of  tlie  marine  corpa,  aa  to  its  organiza- 
tion and  size,  as  well  as  the  allowances  to  its  oflficers,  and 
the  ruinous  state  of  aome  of  its  barracks,  hare  here- 
tofore attracted  the  attention  of  this  department  and  of 
Coi^ess,    But,  except  the .  small  appropriation  to  re- 
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build  the  barracks  at  Philadelphia,  and  which  is  now  in 
a  course  of  expenditure",  legislation  has  not  been  com 
pleted,  though  very  desirable,  on  thesie  subjects,  so  in> 
terestin^  to  the  corps,  and  so  intimately  connected.  In 
my  opinion,  with  its  future  services  and  usefulness. 

To  avoiil  unnecessary  repetition,  and  what  minr^it  per- 
haps be  deemed  indecorous  importunity,  several  other 
subjects  intimately  connected  with  the  welfare  of  our  na- 
val establishment,  are  left  to  the  decision  of  the  proper 
authorities,  on  the  suj^gestions  and  conrnderstions  hereto- 
fore submitted  by  this  department.  Full  confidence  is 
cherished  that  they  will  receive  all  that  attention  winch 
the  acknowledjired  importance  of  many  of  them  deserves, 
and  that  nothing  exists  in  the  present  state  of  the  esta- 
blishment, or  of  the  country,  which  should  prevent  the 
continuance  of  all  that  Itberality  towards  the  navy,  which 
it  has  so  often  experienced,  as  well  as  merited,  both  fibm 
the  Govemment  and  the  public. 
Yoars,  respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBUHY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Gehsiial  Post  Office  Depabtmest, 

JNiwember  SO,  1832. 

To  the  PresidenlofiAe  United  Slates.- 

Sib:  The  following  report  of  the  transactions  of  this  de- 
partment, with  its  progress  and  prospects,  is  respectfully 
submitted- 

Experieace  has  demonstrated  the  fact,  that  suoli  i|n- 
provements  as  facilitate  intercourse  by  travelling,  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  the  expedition  and  frequency  of 
mails  on  the  iijeat  leading  routes,   while  they  strengthen 
the  bands  of  friendship,  and  promote  both  the  moral  and 
pecuniary  interests  of  the  country,  bring  an  increase  of 
revcAcie  to  the  department*,  more  than  equivalent  to  the 
increase  of  expenditure  which  they  occasion.  But  the  ex- 
pense for  transportation  must  be  incurred  before  the  re- 
venue can  be  realized.     I  have  therefore,  within  the  year 
ending  the  first  of  July  last,  ^iven  an  increase  to  the  trans- 
portation and  celerity  of  the  mails,  far  beyond  that  of  any 
former  year.     Anticipating  the  law  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  greater  number  of  new 
post  routes  than  was  ever  before  established  in  one  year. 
It  was  deemed  expedient,  preparatory  to  meeting  their 
expense,  to  make  |^reat  improvements  on  such  route8,and 
to  confine  them  principally  to  such  routes  as  would  tend, 
in  a  still  greater  degree,  to  enhance  the  revenues  of  ihe 
department,  and  in  time  to  render  that  increase  avaiUble 
to  the  expenses  of  the  new  routes  which  miglit  be  esta- 
birshed.  The  progress  of  mail  traiisportatlon  is  as  follows: 

The  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  was, 

On  the  1st  July,  1829,  13,700,000  miles, 

Ist  July,  1830,  14,500,000 

IstJuly,  1831,  15,468,692 

1st  July,  1832,  23,625,021 

The  increase  of  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail 

was 

From  July  1, 1829,  to  July  1, 1850,    800,000  milea. 
"    July  1,  1830.  to  July  1,  1831,     968,692     " 
"    July  1,  1831,  to  July  1,  1832,  8,156,329     •• 

The  length  of  post  roads  in  tlie  United  States  was,  on 
the  first  of  July  last,  exclusive  of  those  established  by 
the  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  104,467  miles, 
viz. 


u 

«< 


M 
« 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

lihode  Island, 


Miles. 
3,170 
2,270 
2,337 
.4,657 
448 


Miles. 

Connecticut, 

2,500 

New  York, 

12,306 

New  Jersey, 

1,883 

Pennsylvania, 

9,783 

Delaware, 

424 

V 

Miles. 

Miles. 

Maryland, 

.   1,953 

Mississippi, 

2,074 

Michigan, 

940 

Alabama, 

3.430 

Ohio, 

8,060 

I'ennessee, 

5,478 

Kentucky, 

5,629 

Arkansas, 

1,939 

Virginia, 

9,542 

Missouri, 

1,522 

North  Carolina, 

6,465 

lUinois, 

5,276 

South  C^arolina, 

3,948 

Indtaua, 

4,445 

Georgia, 

4,171 

Florida, 

731 

Making  together, 

as 

Louisiana, 

1,076 

above. 

104,467 

Over  these  roads,    the  annual  transportalioo   of  the 
mail  was,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1832: 


States. 


In  Maine, 

N.  Uamp. 

Vermont, 

Mnssachu's, 

R.  Island, 

Conn. 

N.  York, 

N.  Jersey, 

Pennsyl'a, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Michigan, 

Ohio, 

KtrRtucky, 

Virginia, 

N.  Carolina, 

S.  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Florida, 

Louisiana, 

Mississippi, 

Alabama, 

Tennessee, 

Arkansas, 

Missouri, 

Illinois, 

Indiana, 

Total, 


In  stages. 


Milf-8. 
527,017 

596,538 

1,387,780 
108,212 
507,Qr5 

2,889,124 
494,482 

2,351,184 

92,674 

579,448 

108,136 

1,181,909 
-575,604 

1,136.250 

786.775 

613,882 

282,598 

14,560 

48,516 

78,002 

412,090 

440,445 

79,508 
210,314 
196,268 


In 

steam- 
boats. 


16.222,743 


Mihs. 

3,328 


23,712 


96,735 


58,380 

47,150 
45,000 
88.500 
15,283 


3,848 
96,360 


On  horse- 

back  and  in 

sulkies. 


21,000 


499,301 


Miles. 
211,068 

96,774 

82,160 
137,958 

13,572 
154,416 
681,495 

96,368 
600,891 

11,024 
151,588 

43,912 
510,926 
510,496 
706,782 
386,308 
246,064 
374,236 

48,808 
121,212 
211,496 
255,580 
365,144 
193,076 
116,792 
183,170 
391,666 


Total. 


6,902,977 


Miles. 

741,413 

621,126 

678.698 

1,549,445 

121,784 

661,491 

3,667,354 

590,850 

2,952,075 

103.698 

789,416 

152,043 

1,739,985 

1,131,100 

1,931.532 

1,188,371 

859,946 

656,834 

63,36» 

173,576 

289,498 

764,030 

805,589 

193,076 

196,300 

393,484 

608,934 


23,625,021 


The  increase  of  transportation  within   the  year  end* 
ingjuly  1, 1832,  has  been. 
In  stages  and  steamboats,  5,993,696  miles. 

On  hurseback  and  in  sulkies,        2,162,633 

Making  together,  as  above,        8^156,329 

Equal  to  more  than  half  of  the  whole  annual  transporta* 
tion  in  the  United  States,  in  1829, 

Among  the  improvements  made  in  the  transpertation 
of  the  mail,  from  July  1, 1831,  to  June  30,  183%  are  the 
following: 

The  mail  between  the  Atlantic  States  and  New  Orleans 
till  Norember  last,  was  transported  but  three  times  a 
week.  New  Orleans  being  the  mart  for  all  the  Westeia 
States,  and  the  principal  medium  of  mercantile  inter- 
course  between  them  and  the  commercial  cities  un  the 
seaboard,  the  increase  of  mail  facilities  on  the  great  mail 
route  to  New  Orleans  was  a  subject  of  deep  interest  both 
to  the  agricultural  and  commercial  communities  6f  more 
than  half  the  Union.    The  whole  of  this  line  was,  there* 
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lore,  from  December  last,  improved  into  a  daily  line  of 
four-hone  coaches  and  steamboatfl,  for  the  distance  of 
637  miles,  between  Macon,  Georg^ia,  (where  the  daily 
line  formerly  ended,)  and  the  city  of  New  Orleansi  and 
with  such  increased  expedition,  that  the  mail  is  now  trans- 
ported from  New  Orleans  to  Washington  city  in  eleven 
days  and  fourteen  hours;  to  Baltimore  in  eleven  days  and 
twenty-one  houas;  to  Philadelphia,  during  the  steamboat 
navigatioh,  in  twelve  days  and  nine  bourss  and  to  New 
York  in  thirteen  days. 

^  The  mails  which  were  formerly  transported  but  three 
times  a  week  between  Augusta,  Georgia,  and  Savannah, 
119  miles,  and  from  Augusta  to  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, 144  miles,  have  both  been  improred  into  daily 
routes,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  extending  the  same 
advantages  to  those  cities  which  were  enjoy^  by  others 
in  their  intercourse  with  New  Orleans,  and  with  the  flou- 
nshing  mercantile  towns  through  the  centre  of  Georgia. 

The  routes  from  Columbia  and  from  Camden,  South 
Carolina,  to  Charleston,  have  been  increased  from  tri- 
weekly to  daily  lines  of  post  coaches. 

A  line  of  mail  stages  has  been  established  from  the 
inouth  of  St  John's  river  to  St.  Augustine,  by  means  of 
which  the  communication  by  stages  is  extended  from  the 
Northern.Statesafongthe  borders  of  the  ocean,  to  St. 
Augustine.  This  is  the  first  stage  route  established  in 
East  Florida. 

The  route  from  Norfolk,  Virginia,  by  Edenton,  North 
Carolina,  Newbem,  Wilmington,  and  Smithville,  to 
Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  nas  been  improved  into  a 
tri- weekly  line  of  four-horse  post  coaches,  connecting 
with  the  steanjboat  mail  between  Baltimore  and  Norfolk, 
and  such  expedition  given  to  the  whole,  that  the  mail  on 
that  line  is  carried  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in 
steamboats  and  post  coaches,  from  Philadelphia  to  Nor- 
folk, 300  miles^  in  twenty-eight  hours;  to  Rdenton,  378 
mUes,  in  forty-two  hours;  to  Newbem,  470  miles,  in  fifty- 
eight  hours;  to  Wilmington,  568  miles,  in  eighty  hours; 
and  to  Charleston,  766  miles,  in  five  days  and  two  hours. 

The  route  from  Salem,  North  Carolina,  to  Shown's 
tross  roads,  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Knoxville,  252 
miles,  has  been  increased  from  once  to  twice  a  week,  in 
post  coaches,  perfecting  a  line  of  coaches  from  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  and  from  Raleigh  and  Fayelteville,  North  Ca- 
rolina, to  Knoxville  and  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

The  route  from  Bean's  Station,  Ten.,  to  Lexington  and 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  has  been  improved  from  a  semi  to  a  tri- 
weekly line  of  post  coaches ;  and  a  line  of  post  coaches 
has  been  established  from  Salem,  N.  C.  to  Wythe  Court- 
house. These  two  improvements,  together,  perfect  a  tri- 
weekly line  of  post  coaches  from  the  southern  part  of 
Virginia,  and  from  the  Carolinas,.to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment in  Kentucky,  and  into  all  the  Northwestern  States. 

The  routes  from  Fredericksburg  and  from  Uichmond, 
Va.,  by.  Charlottesville  and  Louisburgh  to  Guyandotte, 
have  been  improved  from  a  tri-weekly  to  a  daily  line  of 
poit  coaches,  and,  in  connexion  with  it,  a  daily  line  of 
steamboat  mails  has  been  established  from  Guyandotte, 
in  Virginia,  by  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Louisville,  in  Ken- 
tucky. A  tri-weekly  line  of  post  coaches  has  also  been 
established  from  Guyandotte,  Va.,  by  Catlettsburgh,  Ky., 
and  Mountsterllng,  to  Lexington. 

The  route  between  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Nashville, 
Ten.,  has  been  improved  from  a  tri-weekly  to  a  daily  line 
of  four-horse  post  coaches,  and  so  expedited  as  to  run 
through,  174  miles,  in  less  than  two  days;  and  the  tri- 
weekly route  between  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Georgetown, 
Ky.,  has  in  like  manner  been  changed  into  a  daily  route. 
The  two  improvements  perfect  the  daily  mail  communi- 
cation in  post  coadies  between  the  seats  of  Government 
in  Ohir^'  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  by  way  of  the  com- 
mercial towns  of  Cincinnati  and  LottiitiUe. 


A  line  of  pott  coaches^  three  times  a  week,  hat  been 
established  between  Columbia,  Ten.,  and  HuntsviUe,  AK, 
which  completes  the  intercourse  in  coaches  from  the  seat 
of  Government  in  Alabama,  to  Nashville,  Ten.,  and  to  the 
States  north  of  Tennessee. 

Tri-weekly  mail  coaches  have  been  established  from 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  and  from  Cincinnati  and  Columbus,  in 
Ohio,  to  Indianapolis,  the  seat  of  Government,  in  Indiana. 

The  route  from  Lower  Saadusky,  in  Ohio^  to  Detroit^ 
in  Micliigan,  103  miles,  has  been  increased  from  three 
times  a  week  to  a  daily  line  of  four-horse  post  coaches^ 
and  so  expedited  as  to  run  through  in  a  little  more  than 
one  day. 

The  whole  line  from  Washington  city  and  from  Bald- 
more,  via  Wheeling,  Va.,  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  to 
Maysville,  Frankfort,  and  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  been  so  ex- 
pedited as  to  run  from  Washington  and  from  Baltimore 
to  Wheeling,  in  two  days;  and  to  Frankfort  in  fire  days; 
making  the  time  to  Cincinnati  and  to  Frankfort  two  days 
less  than  was  ever  occupied  before.  The  mail  may  now 
be  transported,  during  the  summer  arrangement  from 
Washington  city  and  from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  270 
miles,  in  two  days;  to  Cincinnati,  520  miles,  in  fou^  days; 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  five  days;  and  to  Nashville,  Ten.,  in 
seven  days.  From  Philadelphia  to  the  same  places,  but 
twelve  hours  more  are  occupied.  The  winter  arrange- 
ment will  require  two  days  more  for  the  whole  distance. 

The  mails  been  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  have  been 
so  expedited  aa  to  run  through  in  fifty-«ix  hours.  The 
mail  is  now  transported  from  Washington  city  and  from 
Baltimore,  via  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Cleaveland  and  Lower 
Sand)|sky,  Ohio,  to  Detroit,  in  Michigan,  by  daily  Unes  of 
four-horse  post  coaches,  in  six  days  and  fourteen  hours, 
and  from  Philadelphia  in  seven  days;  being  tliree  days 
less  than  the  time  formerly  occupied. 

A  line  of  four-horse  post  coaches  has  been  established 
from  Detroit,  to  run  three  times  a  week  across  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  195  miles,  to  the  town  of  Niles,  on 
the  river  St.  Joseph,  and  to  run  through  in  less  than  three 
days. 

The  whole  route  has  been  improved  into  a  daily  line  of 
post  coaches  from  Washington  city  and  Baltimore,  by 
York,  Pa.,  Harrisburg,  Northumberland,  Williamsport^ 
and  Bath,  N.  Y.,  to  Buffalo,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  so  ex- 
pedited as  to  run  through  in  five  days. 

Many  other  improvements  have  been  made,  and  in 
other  sections  of  the  country,  of  considerable  magnitude; 
especially  in  expediting  and  perfecting  the  mad  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  British  pro- 
vinces upon  our  borders. 

Theae  improvements,  which  have  considerably  enhanc- 
ed the  expenses  of  the  department,  have  already  pro- 
duced an  increase  of  revenue  that  begins  to  be  sensibly 
felt;  and  promise,  within  a  short  time,  more  than  a  remu^ 
neration  tor  all  their  cost.  Though  improvements  al- 
ways incur  an  expense  before  the  revenues  which  they 
yield  can  be  realized^  yet  with  all  the  increase  of  mail 
facilities  during  the  year  ending  the  SOth  of  June,  1833, 
the  revenues  of  the  department  have,  within  a  very  in- 
considerable sum,  equalled  its  expenses. 

The  revenue  of  the  department,  comprising  the  whole 
amount  of  postages  accruing  within  the  year  commencir^ 
July  1, 1831,  and  ending  June  30,  1832,  amounts  to 

S  2,258,570  17 

The  expenditures  of  the  department 
within  the  same  period,  were. 

For  compensation    to 
postmasters  -        -  $  715,481  68 

For   transportation   of 
the  mail        -        -        -    1,482,507  23 

For  incidental  expenses       68,111  45 

—     %26^100  35 
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Making  an  excess  of  ex- 
penditure beyond  the 
revenue  for  the  year,  of         7,530  18 

Within  the  same  period 
there  was  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  by  irregular  de- 
posites,  the  sum  of      ~  71  31 

Makinjr,   together,  a   re-  ■ 

duction  of  the  funds  of 
the  department,  of     ~  7,601  49 

The  surplus  fund  available  to  the  depart- 
ment on  the  1st  of  July,  1831,  assuming 
that  the  whole  amount  of  postage  ac- 
cruing from  July  1,  1828,  had  been 
collected,  was  estimated  to  be    -        - 

From  which  deduct  the  above  sum  of    - 


210,412  89 
7,601  49 


202,811  40 


And  the  surplus  available  fund  was,  on 
t!ie  1st  July,  1832  -        -        -        - 
The  revenue  of  the  department  was^ 
For  the  year  ending- 
June  30,  1829    $1,707,418  42 
June  30,  1830      1,850.583  10 
June  30,  1831       1,997,711  55 
•    June  30,  1832      2,258.570  17 
The  increase  of  postage  over  that  of  the  preceding  year 

was. 
For  the  year  ending — 

June  30,  1829      $  108,540  46 
June  30,  1830         143,164  68 
June  30,  1831         147,228  44 
June  30,  1832         260,758  63 
Being  a  greater  increase  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1832,  by  {(113,530  19,  than*  accrued  during  any  preccd- 
ing  year. 

This  may  be  attributed,  principally,  to  the  improve- 
ments in  mail  facilities;  and  che  increase  for  the  current 
year  may  be  safely  estimated  at  a  still  greater  amount. 
The  contracts  for  the  eastern  section  of  the  United 
States,"  comprising  New  York  and  the  New  England 
States,  all  expire  on  the  31st  of  December  next,  and  have 
just    been    renewed,  together  with  new  contracts   fur 
transporting  the  mails  on  the  routes  established  by  law 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
Tlie  annual  amount  paid  for  transporting 
the  mail  in  that  section,  under  the  old 
contracts,  is    -       -       -       -       - 
The  annual  amount  which  will  be  requir- 
ed under  the  new  contracts  in  that  sec- 
tion, including  all  the  old  routes,  with 
many   important  improvements,  also 
for  143  new  mail  routes  establislied  in 
that  section  by  the  law  of  last  session. 


$  328,945  92 


Making  an  increase  of  expenditure  in  that 
section  of         ---.-        — 

The  contracts  have  also  been  made  for 
the  new  routes  established  by  the  law 
of  last  session  in  the  other  sections, 
amounting  to  13,111  miles  of  new  post 
roads  on  298  new  routes,  for  the  an- 
nual sum  of  -  ->  .  - 

Requiring  together  an  annual  increase  of 
expenditure  of         -  -  - 

These  contracts  will  g^  into  operation  on 
the  1st  of  January  next;  ana  within  the 
year  which  will  terminate  on  the  30th 
June,  1833,  one-half  the  above  increase 
will  be  incurred,  amounting  to 


421,156  19 


92,210  27 


71,945  75 


164,156  02 


«2,078  01 


At  a  reasonable  estimate  of  the  progressive  increase  of 
revenue  from  postage,  there  will  be  more  than  a  suffi- 
ciency to  meet  this  ium. 

The  increase  of  postages  for  the  year  ending  the  30th* 
of  June,  1832,  was,  as  above  stated,  $260,758  63  above 
those  of  the  preceding  year;  but,  in  an  increase  of  post- 
age^ there  is  a  corresponding  increase  of  commissions 
for  compensation  to  postmasters. 

After  deducting  these  commissions,  the  remainder,  con- 
stituting the  nelt  proceeds  of  postages,  is  applicable  to 
the  payments  for  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  for  the 
incidental  expenses  of  the  department.  The  nelt  pro* 
ceeds  of  postages  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1832,  ex- 
ceeded tiiose  of  the  preceding  year  $180,305  43.  If  the 
ratio  of  increase  in  the  ntit  proceeds  of  postages  for  the 
year  which  will  end  on  the  30th  June,  1833,  shall  only 
equal  that  of  the  year  ending  June  30,  1832,  it  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $196,823  06  above  that  of  the  last 
year,  which  will  exceed  the  additional  amount  required 
for  transportation  by  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, provided  no  further  improvements  sifall  be  made, 
without  estimating  any  thing  for  postages  that  may  arise 
on  the  new  routes.  But  a  greater  ratio  of  increase  of  tlie 
neii  amount  of  revenue  may  be  fairly  calculated  upon 
from  the  very  extensive  improvements  which  Itave  been 
made;  and  tlie  accounts  of  postmasters  for  the  quarter 
ending  on  the  Ist  of  October  last,  so  far  as  they  have 
been  examined,  exhibit  an  increase  of  nc// proceeds  of 
postages  at  the  rate  of  $260,000  a  year  above  those  of 
the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  1832. 

There  were  m  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  July,  * 
1831,  8,686  post  offices.  The  number  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1832,  was  increased  to  9,205.  The  constant  su« 
pervision  of  that  number  of  postmasters,  correcting 
abuses,  enforcing  the  strict  observance  of  the  laws  and 
instructions,  and,  above  all,  requiring  of  each  to  account 
faithfully  and  promptly  for  all  the  postages  received,  are 
essentially  necessary  to  all  the  other  operations  of  the 
department;  and  while  the  present  system  is  strictly  ad- 
hered to  in  the  order  of  the  transactions  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  is  confidently  believed  that  its  operations  will  be 
attended  with  harmony  and  success. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  T.  BARRY, 

Fostmasler  GeneraL 


REPORT  FROM  THE  MAJOR  GENERAL  OF  THE 

ARMY. 

Head  QrARTsas  or  tbx  Abxt, 

Washington^  Nwember^  1832. 

Sir:  I  present,  herewith,  in  conformity  with  your  in- 
structions of  the  2d  of  August,  the  following  returns  of 
tt\e  army,  and  statements  connected  with  the  military  ser- 
vice for  the  present  year. 

1st.  A  statement  showing  the  organization  of  the  army, 
marked  A. 

2d.  A  return  of  the  actual  state  of  the  army,  mark« 
ed  B. 

3d.  A  return  exhibiting  the  strength  of  the  Eastern 
Department,  designating  the  posts  and  garrisons,  mark- 
ed C. 

4th.  A  return  exhibiting  the  strength  of  the  Western 
Department,  designating  the  posts  and  cfarrisons,  mark- 
ed D. 

5ih.  A  statement  showing  the  number  of  recruits  en- 
lijted  in  the  army  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th  of 
September,  1832,  marked  E. 

>    6th.  Arv  estimate  of  the  funds  required  for  the  recruit- 
ing service  for  the  year  1833,  marked  F. 

7th.  An  estimate  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
[lead  Quarters  of  the  army,  including  those  of  the 
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office  of  the  AdjaUnt  General,  for  the  year  1833,  mark- 
ed G. 

In  tlie  month  of  March  last,  intelligence  was  received 
that  the  Menomonieii,  exasperated  by  a  wanton  and  un- 
provoked attack  and  murder  committed  by  the  Sac?  and 
Foxes  on  an  unarmed  party  of  their  tribe,  near  the  Pi'ai- 
rie  da  Chien,  in  the  month  of  Aiif^st  previous,  meditated 
a  descent  on  those  tribes,  with  the  intention  of  taking 
revenge  lor  that  outrage.  Apprehending  that  this  move- 
ment would  lead  to  a  general  war  among  the  Indiana  on 
tlte  Northwestern  frontiers.  General  Atkinson  was  direct- 
ed to  proceed  to  Rock  island,  with  the  effectual  force 
at  Jefferson  barracks,  and  demand  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
the  surrender  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  murder  of 
the  Menomonies;  at  tlie  same  time  to  station  troops  to  be 
drawn  from  the  posts  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  and  from 
Fort  Winnebago,  at  paints  on  the  Mississippi  from  which 
they  might  intercept  th^  Menomonies  in  their  contem- 
plated descent,  turn  them  back,  ami  inform  them  that 
the  Government  had  determined  to  see  tltat  justice  should 
be  done.  While  tliese  measures  were  in  progress,  a 
large  party  of  Sacs  and  Foxes  under  Black  Hawk,  among 
whom  were  those  concerned  in  the  attack  and  murder 
of  the  Menomonies,  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  tlie  Yellow 
Banks,  and,  uniting  with  the  Prophet's  band  of  Winne- 
bagoes,  in  all  about  800  or  1000  strong,  took  a  position 
on  liock  river,  and  assumed  an  attitude  of  defiance.  Un- 
der tliese  circumstances,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
friendly  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  to  surrender  the  murderers 
as  demanded,  although  they  had  expressed  a  willingness 
so  to  do.  Tlius  situated.  General  Atkinson  did  not  con. 
ceive  that  the  force  under  bis  command  was  sufficient  to 
justify  him  in  attacking  the  hostile  party,  lest  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  should  add  to  their  numbers  tlie  waiver- 
ing  and  disaffected,  and  especially  as  they  had  not,  as 
yet,  committed  any  act  of  hostility,  although  they  evinced 
a  desire  to  make  war  upon  the  whites. 

I'he  people  settled  on  the  frontiers  of  Illinois,  alarmed 
at  the  appearance  of  so  large  a  band  of  Indians  in  their 
immediate  vicinity,  with  indications  of  no  friendly  feel- 
ings, fled  from  their  farms  into  the  interior  of  the  State. 
The  Governor  of  the  State  ordered  out,  in  liaste,  and  for 
no  definite  period,  a  brigade  of  militia,  to  assemble  on 
liock  river. 

These  troops,  afler  a  march  across  the  country  to  Otto- 
wa,  in  quest  of  the  Indians,  became  anxious  fur  their  dis- 
charge; which  the  Governor  granted,  retaining  of  thoee 
who  were  discharged,  and  volunteered  for  a  further  term 
of  twenty  days,  enough  to  form  six  companies.     In  the 
mean  time,  however,  instructions  were  sent  to  General 
Atkinson,  authorizing  him  to  call  on  the  Governor  of  Illi- 
nois for  such  a  militia  force  as    would,  with  the  regular 
troops  under  his  command,  enable  him  to  act  efficiently. 
Accordingly,  three  thousand  mounted  volunteers  were 
urdered  into  the  field  by  the  Governor,  on  the  requisition 
of  General  Atkinson,  and  assembled  at  Fort  Deposit,  near 
Ottawa,  about  the  ISlhof  June,  where  they  were  organiz- 
ed.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  that  month,  the  campaign 
was  opened  with  these  troops,  and  about  four  hundred 
regulars,  then  at  Dixon's  ferty,  ou  Uock  river.     Uiack 
Jlttwk,  finding  himself  unable  to  cope  with  so  large  a 
force,  retired  into  the  swamps  and  fastnesses,  sending 
out,  at  the  same  time,  parties  of  active  warriors  to  pick 
up  stragglers,  and  to  attack  defenceless  settlements.     In 
this  manner,  he  annoyed  the  people  residing  in  that  part 
of  Michigan  called  the  Mining  District,  and  murdered  a 
number  of  our  citizens^^  men,  women,  and  children.  The 
people,  in  different  directions  in  the  exposed  country, 
fortified  themselves,  ahd,  by  occasionul  sallies,  inflicted 
punishment  on  these  ruthless  savages.     With  a  view  to. 
cover  the  exposed  settlements  in  the  counties  of  Joe  Da- 
viess, in  Illinois,  and  loway,  in  Michigan,  and  to  hitcr- 
cept  tlie  Indians  should  they  attempt  to  cross  in  that  di- 


rection, General  Atkinson  detached  one  brigade  into  that 
country;  and,  with  the  remaining  force  under  his  com- 
mand, consisting  of  four  hundred  and  6fly  regulars,  and 
about  two  thousand  mounted  volunteers,  moved  in  Ihe 
direction  of  the  Four  Lakes,  in  punuit  of  tlie  main  body  of 
the  Indians,  which  was  then  understood  to  be  encamped 
in  a  strong  position  in  the  swamps,  about  ten  miles  above 
Lake  Goosh-we-hawn.  General  Atkinson  halted  hia  army 
on  White  Water  creek  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
exact  position  of  the  Indians.     After  being  frustrated  in 
his  attempts  to  discover  them,  be  was  obliged  to  disperse 
his  mounted  volunteers,  on  account  of  the  low  state  of  the 
supplies  intended  for  their  subsistence.     One  portion, 
under  General  Henr}*,  was  sent  to  Hamilton's,  a  distance 
of  forty-five  miles;  and  another,  under  General  Dodge, 
to  Fort  Winnebago,  a  distance  of  thirty -five  miles— two 
points  where  provisioris  were  expected  tti  be  in  deposir. 
Having  received  the  supply  of  provisions.  Generals  Henry 
and  Dodge  returned  to  the  swamp  on  the  west  side  of 
Rock  river,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  some  informa'ion 
concerning  the  enemy.     At  the  same  time.  General  At- 
kinson, with  the  regular  troops,  and  General  Alexander^ 
brigade  of  mounted  volunteers,   moved  up  on  the  east 
side  of  the  swamp,   with   tlie  same  intention*    Black 
Hawk,  finding  himself  likely  to  be  pressed  on  all  sides, 
and  being  no  longer  able  to  supply  'himself  with  the 
means  of  subsistence,  broke  up  his  camp,  and  marched 
towards  the  Mississippi.     The  volunteers  under  Generals 
Dodge  and  Heniy,  discovering  the  enemy's  trail,  pursued 
it,  and  came  up  with  him  on  the  21st  of  July,  on  the  Icfl 
bank  of  the  Ouisconsin,  about  twenty  miles  below  Fort 
Winnebago,  where  an  engagement  ensued,  which  lasted 
until  7  o'clock  in  the  atXernoon,  during  which  tlie  Indians 
found  means  to  convey,  across  the  Ouisconsin,  their  non- 
combatants  and  baggage.    Vhe  volunteers  having  marcli- 
ed  forty  miles  on  the  day  of  the  action,  exposed  to  the 
rain  for  more  than  six  hours,  and  their  arms  being  wet 
and  out  of  order,  were  not  in  a  condition  to  continue  the 
pursuit  that  night.    The  next  morning  they  found  that 
the  Indians  had  crossed  the  river  in  bark  sanoes,  which 
they  had,  on  the  emergency  of  the  occasion,prepared.  Tlie 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  volunteers  was  one  killed  and 
seven  wounded;  tliat  of  the  Indians,  it  was  found  after- 
wards, amounted  to  sixty-eight  killed,  together   with  a 
large  number  wounded. 

I'he  moment  General  Atkinson  was  informed  tliat  the 
volunteers  were  on  the  trail  of  the  enemy,  he  marched 
in  pursuit,  and  arrived  at  the  Blue  Mounds,  near  the 
Ouisconsin,  where  he  was  joined,  on  the  evening  of  the 
23d  of  July,  by  the  volunteers  under  Generals  Dodge  and 
Henry,  who  had  retired  to  that  place  for  a  supply  of  pro* 
visions.     The  army  being  refreshed  and   provisioned,  a 
select  body,  consisting  of  four  hundred  regulars,  under 
Colonel  l*aylor,  of  the  first  re^ment  of  infantry,  and 
detachments  of  Generals  Henry,  Dodge,    Posey,   and 
Alexander's  mounts  volunteers,   amounting  in  ail  to 
thirteen  hundred  men,  crossed  the  Ouiscoiuin  on  the 
27th  and  28'h  of  July^  under  General  Atkinson,  took  up 
the  trail  of  the  enemy,  and  pursued  it  by  forced  maichesb 
through  a  broken  and  difficult  country,  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d  of  August,  when  they  came  up  witli  the 
main  body,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  opposite 
the  mouth  of  the  loway;  which  they  attacked,  defeated, 
and  dispersed,  with  a  loss,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Indians,  of 
upwaixis  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed.    Many 
were  slain  in  attempting  to  cross  the  river;  others  es- 
caped in  that  direction,   while  the  remaiiider,  amoug 
whom  was  Black  Hawk,  fled   into  the  interior  of  the 
Winnebago  country.     Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was 
comparatively  small,  being  only  five  regulars  killed  and 
four  wounded:  of  the  volunteers,  two  <r£cers  and  thir- 
teen privates  wounded. 

On  iofonnatiou  being,  received  by  General  AtkinaoQ 
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ITiat  the  Indians  had  quitted  tlie  swamp  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Four  Lakes,  and  marched  towards  the  Mis* 
sissippiy  he  despatched  instructions  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  take  measures  to  intercept 
them,  should  they  attempt  to  descend  the  Ouisconsin»  or 
cross  the  Mississippi.  In  consequence  of  these  instruc* 
tiona,  a  guard  and  an  armed  flat  were  stationed  on  the 
Ouisconsin,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  its  junction 
with  the  Mississippi;  by  which  means  a  number  of  those 
who  escaped  from  the  engagement  on-  die  Ouisconsin 
were  killed  or  captured,  A  steamboat  in  the  employ  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  armed  with  a  field 
piece,and  manned  with  about  twenty  men, was  despatch- 
ed up  the  Mississippi,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  In- 
dians, «nd,  on  the  1st  of  August,  discovered  a  large  body 
of  them  on  the  left  bunk,  making  prepamtiuiMi  iq  cross 
that  river.  The  Indians  at  first  attempted  to  deceive 
our  party  by  declaring  themselves  to  be  Winnebag(>es, 
and  displaying  white  flags,  at  the  same  time  inviting 
them  to  land.  But  the  omcer  in  command  being  awar« 
of  their  intentions,  fired  upon  tiiem,  and  killed  iwenty- 
five  of  their  number.  The  fire  was  smartly  returned  by 
the  Indians,  but  with^t  eiTect*  This  circumstance  for- 
tunately checked,  the  Indians  in  their  attempt  to  cross  > 
the  river,  and  led  to  the  action  of  the  3d  of  August. 

The  enemy  being  thus  cut  up  and  dispersed.  General 
Atkinson  conceived  it  unnecessary  to  pursue  him  further. 
He  therefore  fell  down  with  his  force  to  Prairie  du  Chient 
from  which  place  were  despatched,  on  both  sides  of  the 
Mississippi,  parties  of  friendly  Indians,  to  follow  the  fu- 
gitives, and  bring  them  in*,  and  it  is  believed  that  not  an 
individual  composing  the  band  of  Black  Hawk  has  escap- 
ed being  either  killed  or  captured. 

From  the  information  which  had  been  received  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  the  state  of  things  on  the  frontier, 
and  with  tlie  desire  of  putting  a  speedy  termination  to  the 
war,  without  calling  for  any  additional  militia  force,  or- 
ders were  given,  on  the  16ih  of  June,  for  all  the  force 
that  could  be  spared  from  the  seaboarcf,  the  lakes,  and 
the  Lower  Mississippi,  to  repair  at  once  to  the  scene  of 
action;  and  Major  General  Scott  was  directed  to  assume 
tlie  general  conduct  of  the  war.  Under  tliis  order,  nine 
companies  of  artillery,  equipped  as  infantry,  drawn  from 
Forts  Monroe  and  McUenry,  and  from  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  and  eight  re- 
cruits from  the  last  mentioned  place,  and  nine  companies 
of  infantry  from  the  posts  on  the  lakes,  amounting,  in  all, 
to  upwards  of  one  thousand  men,  took  up  their  march 
for  Cliicago,  near  the  head  of  Lake  Michigan,  the  point 
of  rendezvous.  Besides  this  foi*cc,  two  companies  of  in- 
fantry.from  Balenliouge,  Louisiana, proceeded,  by  tlie  way 
of  the  Misassippi,  to  tiie  head  quarters  of  Gen.  Atkinson. 

From  the  promptness  with  which  this  movement  was 
begun,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  it  was  conducted, 
reasonable  hopes  were  entertained  that  the  campaign 
would  be  but  of  short  duration,  and  the  hostile  Indians 
completely  subdued.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  cho- 
lera was  just  at  this  time  making  its  way  into  the  United 
States  from  Canada,  and  infected  our  troops  while  on 
boartl  the  steamboats,  in  their  passage  up  the  lakes;  and 
such  was  the  rapidity  with  which  this  disease  spread 
anioiig  them,  that  in  a  few  days  the  whole  of  the  force 
sent  by  the  lakes  was  rendered  incapable  of  taking  th« 
field.  Some  were  landed  at  Fort  Gratiot,  others  were 
stopped  at  Detroit,  while  the  principal  part  reached  Chi- 
cago  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  Of  the  six  compa- 
nies of  artillery  which  left  Fort  Monroe,  five  companies 
arrived  at  Chicago,  a  distance  of  eighteen  hundred  miles, 
in  the  short  space  of  eighteen  da>s^«  rapidity  which  is 
believed  to  be  unprecedented  in  military  movements. 
Tlie  loss  by  cholera  in  that  detachment  a'one,  was  equal 
to  One  out  of  vvcry  three  men.  Gcncml  Sctitt  reached 
Chicago  with  the  fir.  t  detachment  on  the  lU  h  of  July, 


where  he  learned  that  €ieneral  Atkinson,  with  his  army, 
was  at  Lake  Goosh-we-hawn,  about  eighty  miles  distant, 
flere  the  General  found  himself  in  a  most  perplexing  pre- 
dicament c  only  a  part  of  his  troops  had  arrived,  and  they 
dreadfully  aiHicted  w^th  the  cholera.  The  remainder, 
which  he  daily  expected,  without  knowing  the  cause  of 
their  delay,  did  not  appear.  He  made  General  Atkinson 
acquainted  with  his  arrival  and  orders,  but  dared  not 
approach  him  with  troops  infected  with  a  disorder  that 
might,  by  being  oonvniinicated  to  the  army  in  the  field, 
render  the  force  of  General  Atkinson,  like  liis  own,  unfit 
to  prosecute  the  war,  and  thereby  defeat  the  very  object 
for  the  accomplishment  of  which  he  had  come.  Umier 
this  painful  anxiety,  General  Scott  directed  General  At- 
kinson to  continue  his  operations  without  reference  to 
him,  professing,  at  the  same  time,  the  greatest  confidence 
In  his  ability  to  bring  the  war  to  a  successful  issue,  if  the 
means  at  his  disposal  would  enable  him  to  do  so.  Gen. 
Scott,  however,  after  awaiting  a  reasonable  time,  and  not 
finding  it  possible  to  bring  his  troops  into  the  field,  left 
Col.  Eustis  in  command  of  them,  with  orders  to  march  in 
the  direction  of  the  enemy  as  soon  as  it  would  be  prudent 
to  more,  and  proceeded  himself  to  join  Gen.  Atkinson. 

At  Galena,  he  received  intelligence  of  the  decisive  ac- 
tion Of  the  2d  August.  He  thence  proceeded  to  Prairie 
du  Chien,  and,  iiaving  made  all  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  bringing  the  Indians  wiio  had  commenced  the 
war,  within  his  power,  he  retired  to  llock  island,  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  those  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians 
who  look  no  part  in  the  war,  and  the  other  tribes  interested 
in  the  settlement  of  a  peace.  The  troops  under  Colonel 
Enstis,  in  the  mean  time,  marched  across  the  country  to 
Itock  river,  and  were  useful  in  making  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements to  give  effect  to  the  meeting  of  the  Indians. 
Impressed  with  the  folly  of  opposing  the  Government, 
and  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  the  conduct  of  those 
who  were  the  aggressors,  the  several  tribes  yieliled  to  an 
accommodation  at  once  beneficial  to  themselves,  and  sat.s. 
factory,  it  is  to  be  luiped,  to  the  United  States.  Black 
Hawk  and  a  number  of  ciiiefs  are  held  as  hostages  under 
the  treaty;  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  were  returned  to  their 
respective  tribes. 

The  war  being  concluded,  the  volunteers  were  dis- 
charged, and  the  several  detachments  of  regular  troops 
were  ordered  to  their  respective  quarters,  except  two 
companies  of  the  4th  regimeiit  of  artillery,  which  remain 
to  garrison  Furt  Gratiot,  on  Lake  Huron. 

The  corpB  of  mounted  rangers,  authorized  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  15th  June,  1833,  has  been  raised,  but  not 
in  time  to  partake  of  the  campaign  against  the  Indians. 
Three  of  the  companies  have  been  ordered  to  Fwit  Gib- 
son, to  range  the  southwestern  frontier,  where  the  Indians 
of  the  interior  have  been  restless  for  some  time,  and  dis- 
'posed  to  qiiarrt;!  with  those  who  have  in>gr.ited  thitlier. 
One  company  has  accompanied  the  caravan  to  Santa  Fe, 
as  an  escort,  and  two  companies,  after  ranging  the  fron- 
tiers of  Michigan  and  Illinois,  h:ive  ordf  rs  to  retire  into 
quarters  for  the  winter,  where  Uiey  will  be  in  a  position 
to  act  on  thos?  rr()ntiers,  if  circumstances  should  require 
their  being  called  out  before  the  spring. 

On  the  requisition  of  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina, 
two  ciimjianies  of  the  2d  regiment  of  artilleiy  were  or<ier- 
ed  from  the  harbor  of  Charleston, South  Carolina,  into  the 
district  or  country  occupied  by  the  Ciierokecs,  in  the 
nortiiwestern  corner  of  that  State,  where  the  Indian  title 
is  not  yet  extinguished,  to  drive  out  intruders  on  tiiose 
lands,  who  liad  been  attracted  thither  by  the  prospect  of 
obtaining  gold,  and  other  unlawful  purposes.  These 
troops  were  replaced  by  others  from  Fort  Monroe* 

Tlie  army,  acconhng  to  its  numerical  force,  is  efficient, 
and  capable  of  performing,  on  correct  military  principles, 
any  duty  required  of  it.  Tlie  officei's  are  respectable  in 
their  habits  and  acquiri^meiilji.    While,  however,  I  pre- 
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sent  the  army  in  this  ftivorable  Itg^ht,  I  am  compelled,  b^ 
a  sense  of  duty,  to  make  it  known  to  you,  that  the  requi- 
sitions for  officers,  for  the  performance  of  various  duties 
not  connected  with  regimental  affairs,  are  so  numerous, 
that  it  is  seldom  as  many  as  two  officers  are  present  for 
duty  with  each  company.  It  may  therefore  be  conceived 
how  difficult  it  is  to  afford  the  necessary  instruction  to 
our  soldiers,  or  to  maintain  that  discipline  in  the  army 
which  is  requisite,  in  order  to  render  it  efficient  for  active 
operations.  The  line  of  tlie  ftrmy  can  supply  officers  for 
the  general  and  regimental  statT,  and  for  the  Military 
Academy  and  Ordnance  Department i  but  it  cannot  bear 
the  drafts  made  for  assistants  in  the  Engineer,  Topo* 
graphical,  and  Indiau  Departments,  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  several  battalions  of  artillery  and  infan- 
try. If  the  corps  of  engineers  and  topog^phical  engi« 
neers  were  so  augmented,  by  the  authority  of  law,  as  to 
enable  them  to  furnish  officers  for  their  appropriate  du- 
ties, without  assistance  from  the  line,  it  is  believed  the 
public  would  be  belter  served,  and  the  interest  of  all  par> 
ties  promoted. 

The  several  departments  of  the  staff  have  had,  in  the 
late  campaign,  an  opportunity  of  exercising  their  func- 
tions, under  circumstances  that  were  calculated  to  test 
their  capabilities;  and  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
state  that  the  most  satisfactory  evidences  have  been  af- 
forded of  their  efficiencv. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  pir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  General  commanding  the  Army, 

Honorable  Lxwis  Cass, 

tSccreiary  of  War, 


REPORT  OF  THE  QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL. 

QuARTKniirASTKR  Gritsral's  Offici, 
IVaahington  City,  Nov.  29,  1832. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  operations  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
for  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  the  present  year;  and 
that  the  wliole  period,  not  heretofore  reported,  may  be 
embraced,  I  include  the  4th  qiisrter  of  the  last  year. 

The  balance  remaining  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  se- 
veral officers  acting  in  the  department,  at  the  date  of 
the  last  annual  report,  amounted  to  $34,490  71 

To  which  is  to  be  added—- 
J.  Remittances,  viz. 

In  ll»e  4tli  qr.  of  last  year,  $185,903  00 
In  ilie  1st  qr.  of  present  year  81,840  20 
In  the  2a  qr.  of        do.  265,443  45 

In  tlie  3d  qr.  of       do.  393,381  06 

926,567  n 

2.  Proceeds  of  sales  of  public  property  no 
longer  fit  or  required  for  public  use,  and 
of  the  rent  of  fund  and  public  buildings 
not  required  for  militanr  purposes,  includ- 
ing $344  79,  receive(l  by  officers  of  the 
department  previously  to  the  30l!i  of 
September,  1831,  tlie  account  of  which 
was  received  at  this  office  subseqfuenily 
to  the  last  report, 

3.  Errors,  overcliarges,  and  disallowances, 
credited  by  officers  in  their  accounts  for 
the  3d  quarter  of  1832, 


6,100  73 


178  40 


Total  to  be  accounted  for       967,337  SS 
Of  which  there  has  been  accounted  for, 
1.  By  disbursements,  viz. 
In  the  3d  quarter  of  1831,  and  not  includ- 
ed in  tiie  last  annual  report,  $30,566  05 
In  the  4ih  quarter  of  1831,      193,902  26 
In  the  1st  quarter  of  1832,      96,440  38 


In  the  2d  quarter  of  1832,     183,169  56 
In  the  3d  quarter  of  1832,  so 

far  as  accounts  have  been 

received,  374,264  33 


$878,342  58 
2.  By  deposits  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasorerof  the  United 
States,  1,764  83 


880,107  41 


Leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  various  officers  of  the  de- 
partment, on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, to  be  accounted  for,  of  f87,230  14 
The  accounts  of  eleven  officers  remain  to  be  received, 
which  will  probably  reduce  this  balance  210,000. 

Of  the  balance  unexpended,  the  sum  of  |MO,000  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster  at  Detroit.  The  lar^ 
remittances  nuide  to  that  officer,  were  to  enable  him  to 
provide  promptly  for  any  unforeseen  events  or  calls  con* 
nected  with  the  campaign  agiinst  the  noKh western  In« 
dians.  Ten  thousand  dollars  have  since  been  dnwn  out 
of  his  hands  for  disbursement,  by  the  quartermaster  at 
New  York,  and  the  balance  is  applicable  to  the  current 
service,  and  to  the  payment  of  accounts  for  services  ren- 
dered and  supplies  furnished  during  the  campaign.  The 
remaining  tsrenty-seven  thousand  dollars  is  composed  of 
small  sums  in  tlie  hands  of  more  than  fifty  officers  at  the 
several  posts  in  the  Union,  and  of  one  on  duty  in  Eu- 
rope, and  applicable  to  the  service  of  the  present  quar* 
ter.  The  whole  amount  of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
all  'the  officers  of  the  department,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved, will  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  public  service^ 
and  acsounted  for  at  the  close  of  tlie  present  quarter. 

The  large  amount  of  public  property  under  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  department,  as  well  as  in  the  hands  of 
quartermasters,  as  company  officers,  is  promptly  and 
niithfuUy  accounted  for. 

The  balances  renuuning  in  the  Treasury,  of  the  seve- 
ral appropriations  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
proper,  with  the  amounts  due  to  those  appropriations, 
fur  expenditures  made  on  account  of  other  departments, 
will  probably  be  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  service  to 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  works  under  the  direction  o(  the  department, 
the  road  from  Washington  to  Jackson,  in  the  TerrSf  ory  of 
Arkansas,  was  reported  by  Lieut.  Collins,  who  superin- 
tended its  construction,  as  entirely  completed  on  the  Ist 
of  August. 

The  repairs  on  the  road  from  8t.  Augustine  to  Pensa- 
cola,  in  Florida,  are  in  progress,  and  will  probably  be 
completed,  as  far  as  the  appropriation  vv'dl  permit,  during 
the  present  year. 

The  military  road  in  the  State  of  Bfune  is  not  entirely 
completed.  It  is,  however,  in  its  present  state,  of  great 
public  utility.  The  appropriation  already  made  will  be 
sufficient,  and  I  confidently  believe  il  will  be  finished  by 
the  last  of  September,  1833. 

In  April  last,  instructions  were  given  to  survey  and  open 
a  road  from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Winnebag^»  but  the  re- 
duction of  the  force  at  Green  Bay  prevented  the  execu- 
tion  of  the    instructions.     An  additional  appropriafion 
iiavin^  been  made  by  Congress,   late  in  the  last  session, 
for  tins  road,  and  to  extend  it  to  Fort  Crawford,  subse- 
quent instructions  became  necessary;  they  were  given  by 
the  quartermaster  at  Detroit,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.    The  civil  commissioner  appointed,  jointly  with 
Lieutenant  Center,  to  explore  and  survey  the  route,  not 
having  arrived  at  Fort  Howard  on  the  2lst  of  October, 
Lieutenant  Center  commenced  the  duty  alone  on  that 
day. 

The  difncuUies  experienced  in  the  recent  operations 
against  the  iuUianff,  in  the  movement  of  Iroopsy  ami  the 
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tranaporlBtion  of  supplies,  pnive  the  necessity  of  seyeral 
good  roads  to  intersect  the  extensive  territory  Ijring  be- 
tween the  frontier  tettlenients  of  ImVmna  and  Illinois, 
Lake  Michtg^an,  and  the  Fox  and  Ouisconsin  rivers;  and  I 
respectfully  recommend,  as  a  most  important  measure  for 
the  protection  and  defence  of  the  NorlhwesternHrontier, 
that  roads  be  authorized  from  Chicago  to  Galena,  from 
Chicago  to  Furt  Winnebago^  and  from  the  latter  to  Gale* 
na,  as  well  as  from  some  suitable  points  on  the  Illinois 
river  to  Chicago,  and  to  intersect  the  road  thence  to  Galena. 

The  barracks  and  quarters  at  Fort  Crawford  and  Fort 
Howard  are  not  yet  completed,  and,  in  consequence  of 
the  troops  at  those  pos's  being  so  employed  as  not  to  fur- 
nish the  mechanics  required,  a  further  appropriation  will 
be  necessary  for  each  po»t.  I  have  ebti mated  eight  thou- 
sand  dollars  fur  Fort  Crawford,  and  ten  thousand  dollars 
fur  Fori  Howard. 

Baton  R  luge,  in  Louisiana«being  an  important  position, 
and  being  the  principal  ordnance  depot  for  the  South- 
western States  a  thorough  repair  of  the  barracks  and 
quarters  are  considered  necessary^  as  well  as  tiie  building 
of  a  suitable  hospital.  For  both  objects,  I  iiave  estimated 
that  twenty*five  thousand  dollars  will  be  required. 

Pittsburg  being  an  important  entrepot  between  the 
principal  depot  at  Philadelphia  and  the  western  posts,  I 
would  recommend  that  a  store houfe,  and  quarters  for  the 
storekeeper,  with  a  stable  for  public  horses,  be  erected 
on  the  public  lot  in  that  city.  Five  thousanid  dollars  will 
be  sufficient  to  complete  the  work,  and  for  that  sum  1 
have  estimated. 

The  season  had  so  ter  advanced  before  the  appropiia 
Uon  for  quarters,  barracks,  and  storehouses,  at  New  Or- 
leans, was  made,  that  measures  could  not  then  be  taken 
to  carry  into  effect  that  object;  and  in  coMsequence  of 
ilie  situation  of  New  Orleans,  from  yellow  fever  and  other 
fatal  diseases,  nothing  has  yet  been  done.  So  soon  as 
favorable  accounts  be  received  of  the  health  of  the  city, 
an  officer  of  the  department  will  be  detached,  to  select  a 
suitable  site,  and  make  arrangements  to  commence  the 
work  in  tlie  course  of  the  winter. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Delaware  breakwater  not 
having  been  nuide  until  the  3d  of  July,  operations  were 
not  resumed  there  until  the  11th  of  that  month.  The 
work  has,  however,  been  prosecuted  with  so  much  ener- 
gy, that  we  have  succeeded  in  depositing  about  ninety 
thousand  perches  of  stone,  from  that  time  to  the  close  of 
the  operations  on  the  10th  instant.  The  whole  length  of 
the  foundation  of  the  breakwater  proper,  on  wliich  depo- 
sits of  st<)ne  hAVe  been  made,  is  1393  feet,  of  which  1419 
feet  is  raised  to  the  height  of  3^  feet  above  the  piano  of 
low  water,  and  474  feet  to  its  destined  height.  l*he  ice- 
breaker has  been  considerably  enlarged  during  the  sea- 
son, to  an  eitent  of  575  feet  in  length  by  60  feet  in 
breadih.  This  work  has  been  raised  from  three  to  four 
feet  above  the  plane  of  low  water,  151  feet  of  which  has 
been  brougiu  up  nearly  to  its  destined  height. 

Of  the  sppropriation  for  the  present  season,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  from  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  dollars  will  be 
applicable  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year.  This  sum, 
with  370.000  dollars,  which  I  have  estimated  for  the  next 
year,  will  enable  us  s^  to  extend  the  harbor,  as  to  furnish 
projection  to  forty  or  fifty  vessels  at  a  time. 

The  storms  of  the  last  winter  were,  perhaps,  more  se- 
vere than  those  of  winters  generally,  and  the  fact  of  the 
work  having  resisted  their  power,  an>l  afforded  proteo* 
tion  to  all  vessels  tliat  took  shelter  under  it,  gives  assu- 
rance that  the  anticipations  of  the  public  will  be  entirely 
realized  wlien  the  whole  shall  have  been  completed. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JBSUP, 
Qtsariemuuttr  Qentrai, 

The  Hon.  Lxwis  Cass, 

Seerdary  of  War, 

Vot.  IX.— D 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  ENQINEEH. 

EiroiiniKB  DaPAmTMXHT, 
Wathingion,  Nmsemitar  13,  1S33. 

Sia:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  29th 
of  August  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  th^following 
report  of  the  operations  of  this  department  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  accompanied 
by  statements  marked  A,  B,  and  C ;  the  first  two  relating 
to  its  fiscal  concerns  for  the  same  period,  and  the  last  ex- 
hibiting the  works  proj-cted  by  the  Board  of  Engineers, 
which  have  not  been  commenced,  and  an  estimate  of 
their  cost. 

1st.  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Fart  Independence,  Boaten  Hurbor^  Man. — ^It  has  been 
found  Impossible  to  execute  the  intentions  of  the  law 
making  appropriations  for  the  repairs  of  tliis  work,  and 
preservation  of  Castle  island,  as  the  services  of  an  engi- 
neer  could  not  be  commanded  for  that  object  It  is 
proposed,  however,  to  make  some  arrangement  this  win* 
ter,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  repairs,  neceasary  to  be 
made  to  this  work,  may  be  completed  in  the  course  of 
the  next  year;  and,  with  this  view,  an  estimate  of  the 
funds  which  will  be  required,  in  addition  to  those  already 
appropriated  to  make  up  the  estimated  cost  of  these  re- 
pairs, has  been  submitted. 

Qtotgee  laland^  Boeton  Harbor,  JUass.— (The  site  of  a 
fort  of  the  first  importance,  projected  for  the  defence  of 
the  harbor.)  The  sea  wall  for  the  preservation  of  this 
island  is  completed,  leaving  a  small  amount  of  the  funds 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  unexpended.  This  unex- 
pended balance  is  retamea  to  remedy,  in  the  spring,  any 
defect  in  tliat  structure  which  the  action  of  the  coining 
winter  may  develop. 

jPbW  Adams,  Neioport,  Rhode  Isi&nd, — I1ie  most  satis- 
factory progress  has  been  made  in  this  work  during  the 
psst  season.  The  operations  on  it  have  been  directed, 
principally,to  the  ttirning  and  roofing  the  casemate  arches 
of  the  main  work*,  to  the  completion  of  the  scarp  wall  on 
the  east  front)  to  the  construction  of  permanent  galleries 
under  the  southwest  bastioni  the  counterscarp  waTUof  the 
southeast  and  southwest  exterior  fronts;  and  the  perma- 
nent  drains  of  the  work  generally. 

Fhrt  Hamilion,  Narrowe,  New  KwA.— The  additions 
which  were  deemed  necessary  to  complete  this  work, 
and  whieh  consist,  mainly,  of  the  means  for  draining  the 
water  from  the  roofs  of  the  casemates,  and  in  the  con« 
struction  of  gun  traverses^  are  in  such  a  state  of  forward- 
neas,  as  to  induce  the  expectation  that  the  whole  will  be 
finished  by  the  end  of  the  present  month- 

fhri  Columbue  and  Casik  TFillianu,  New  York  Har^ 
dor.-^Tlie  repairs  of  Fort  Columbus  have  been  prosecut- 
ed  in  the  mc«st  efficient  manner.  The  repain  of  the 
scarp  walls  were  commenced  last  fall,  and,  before  the 
operations  were  suspended  by  the  approach  of  cold  wea- 
ther, upwards  of  458  cubic  yards  of  heavy  masonry  were 
constructed:  materials  having  been  received  and  prepar« 
ed  during  the  winter,  operations  were  resumed  early  in 
the  spring,  and  continued,  without  interruption,  till  the 
month  of  August  last,  when  the  work  was  abandoned  in 
consequence  of  the  jilarm  created  by  the  malignant  cho- 
lera,  which  was,  at  that  time,  raging  with  considerable 
violence  among  the  workmen.  The  necessary  mea- 
sures having  been  taken  to  ensure  tliC  liealth  of  the  la* 
borers,  this  mterruption  was  of  short  duration,  and,  on  the 
4th  September  last,  the  works  were  pro^^ressing  with 
their  usual  vigor.  The  stone  masonry  laid  within  the 
year  ending  Shh  September,  amounting  to  3470  cubic 
yards,  extends  about  three  fourths  around  the  work,  two- 
thirds  of  which  are  finished  and  capped.  The  present 
barrack  and  quarters  for  the  officers  are  in  so  bad  a  stale 
of  decay,  independent  of  their  want  of  comfort  and  room. 
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as  to  require,  to  repair  them  periectly,  the  entire  remo- 
val   of  their  floors,   ceiling^,  and  roofs;  the  mere  shells 
that  would  remain,   not  beings  worth  preserving,   it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity, 
thus  offered*   to  remove  these    barracks  to  a  situation 
within  the  «work,  which,  besides  offering  the  means  of 
providing  fur  the  accommodation  of  a  greater  number  of 
troops,  would   free  its  parade  from  a  serious  inconveni 
ence  arising  from   their  present   position.     The  cost  of 
constructing  the  new  quarters  will  be  embraced  in  the 
estimate  for  the  repairs  of  this  work. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  towards  the  repairs  of 
Castle  AVilliams,  than  to  constmct  a  pier  head  for  the 
accomipodation  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  delivery  of 
materials  for  that  purpose. 

Fbrt  Monroe,  Hampton  Roads,  JP^iV/fmifl.— The  counter- 
scarp wall  of  this  work  is  finished,  nearly  one  thousand 
feet  luiving  been  constructed  within  the  year;  the  scarp 
walls  on  fronts  5,  6,  and  7,  are  pointed;  and  a  considera- 
ble p'ortion  of  tlie  crtsemated  covert-way  was  arched;  the 
exterior  revetment  in  part  constructed;  nearly  1000  feet 
of  slope  wall  in  the  ditch  finistied;  the  ditch  on  fronts 
Nos.  4,  5|  and  6,  nearly  excavated;  a  lialf  parapet  placed 
on  front  3;  and  about  one  half  of  the  counterscarp  opfto- 
site  fronts  1,  %  and  3,  riveted  with  sods,  when,  in  the 
month  of  August  Istst,  the  malignant  cholera  /made  its 
appearance  among  the  laborers,  and  compelled  the  en- 
gineer in  charge  of  these  works  to  suspend  his  operations. 
This  suspension,  the  effects  of  which  arv  still  felt  in  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  workmen,  will  not 
only  retard  the  completion  of  the  unfinished  parts  of  the 
wbrk  above  referred  to,  but  will  also  add  to  their  cost. 
It  isi  nevertlielesB,  believed,  that  the  available  funds  will 
beadequaterto  the  completion  of  the  covert- w.iy,  the  ditch, 
and  the  ramparts,  though  a  part  of  the  coming  year  will 
be  necessary  for  their  aceompltshment.  The  funds  al- 
ready within  the  control  of  the  department  for  this  work 
are  adequate  to  defray  nil  its  expenses  during  the  present 
year,  and  the  6rst  quarter  of  the  iiext;  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  amount  of  the  estimate  for  '33  will  be  sufHcient 
to  complete  it. 

Fart  Calhoun,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. — The  masonry 
at  this  work  having  been  suspended  for  reasons  stated 
in  my  last  report,  nothing  of  importance  hns  been  done 
at  it,  further  tlnm  to  receive  the  materials  that  will  be 
.requiretl  in  its  construction;  distribute  them  over  those 
parts  of  the  site  to  be  occupied  by  the  walls  in  which 
they  will  be  used;  and  to  observe  the  degree  of  settling 
produced  by  the  inass  of  materials  already  collected.  In 
1831,  this  settling  amounted  to  six  inches,  and,  during  the 
year  ending  30th  September  bst,  it  was  but  little  more 
than  three  inches — indicating,  clearly,  a  tendency  in  the 
pile  to  astume  a  fixed  position,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
shows  the  necessity  of  loading  the  work,  and  allowing 
thne  for  the  4'quilibrium  to  be  establislied.  To  give  to 
the  work  the  relative  relief  contemplated  in  \\\e  original 
plan,  it  will  require  20,000  tons  of  stone  to  compensate 
tor  the  subsidence  of  the  mole  dufing  the  two  last  years. 
Hie  estimate  far  this  work,  for  the  next  >ear,  is  based 
upon  the  suppcsition  that  26,000  tons  of  building  and 
breakwater  stone  will  be  added  within  that  year. 

Fhrt  Macon,  Beaufort,  North  CaroUna.-^A»  anticipated 
in  my  last  report,  this  work  is  nearly  finished.  The  ope- 
rations, at  present,  are  principally  directed  to  the  con- 
struction of  works  for  the  preservation  of  its  site,  and  the 
funds  already  available  for  them  will  be  sufficient  for  their 
service  during  the  next  year. 

Fort  at  Oak  Island,  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina. 
This  fort  is  reported  as  being  ready  to  receive  a  garrison, 
though  it' Is  not  entirely  completed',  in  consequence  of  a 
want  of  funds  for  that  object.  The  deficiency  in  the 
amount  of  funds  necessary  X6  complete  this  fort  within 
the  past  year,  as  anticipated,  is,  owing  to  a  mistake  in 


the  estimate  furnished  last  year  by  the  local  engineer 
having  charge  cyf  the  operations  at  Oak  island — a  mistake 
whiclrhad  its  origin  m  several  circumstances  explained 
by  that  officer.  l*he  |)arts  of  this  fort  which  remain  un- 
finished, and  to  the  completion  of  which  it  is  proposed  to 
apply  thd  funds  asked  for  in  the  estimate  already  sub- 
mitted, are  the  gun  traverses,  furnaces  for  beating  shot, 
and  the  works  for  the  preservation  of  its  site. 

Fartifieaiions  in  Charleston  Harbor  — The  operations  at 
Charleston  have  been  directed,  during  the  past  year,  to 
the  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  Mnulirie,  and  to  the 
formation  of  a  mole  on  the  shoal  opposite  to  this  fort,  to 
he  occupied  as  a  foundation  to  the  new  work  projected 
for  the  defence  of  the  harbor.  One  hundred  and  ci|;lity 
tons  of  stone  have  been  added  to  the  breakwater  at  Fort 
Moultrie,  and,  in  July  last,  the  site  of  this  work  was  con- 
sidered secure  for  some  time  to  come,  though  the  abra- 
siot>s  of  the  sand,  on  the  west  side,  were  considerable. 
As  it  is  deemed  essential  to  the  preservation  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  that  this  encroachment  of  the  sea  should  be 
arrested  as  soon  as  possible,  it  is  proposed  to  apply  a  por- 
tion of  the  funds  estimated  fi)r  the  service  of  the  fortifi- 
cations in  Charleston  harbor,  during  the  next  year,  to 
this  object.  The  mole  for  the  new  work  has  progressed 
as  rapidly  as  could  have  been  expected;  upwards  of 
22,000  tons  of  stone  have  been  added  to  it  during  the 
past  year. 

Fort  on  Cockspur  Island,  Savannah  River,  Georgia. — 
From  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  to  the  beginning 
of  July  last,  when  the  engineer  having  the  superintend- 
ence at  Cockspur  was  assigned  temporarily  to  duty  on 
the  Cumberland  road,  the  progress  in  the  construction 
of  this  fort  was,  in  a  high  degree,  satisfactory.  The  mate- 
rials for  the  foundation  of  the  work  having  been  prepared, 
the  grillage  would  h  ve  been  entirely  laid  within  that  pe- 
riod, but  for  an  alteration  in  a  part  of  the  foundation, 
which  a  better  acquaintance  of  the  substrata  of  the  ground 
suggested  as  being  necessary  to  ensure  a  uniform  stabili- 
ty throughout  the  work.  About  one*half  of  the  grillage, 
however,  was  laid  and  secure<l;  the  piles  which  are 
necessary  for  the  southeast  front  were  dr.ven;  the  exca- 
vation for  the  entire  rampart  was  made;  the  earth  for  the 
glacis  of  four  fronts,  and  for  the  rampart  of  the  out  work 
deposited;  and  considerable  quantities  of  materials,  of 
various  kinds,  were  received  and  prepared  for  use,  «  hen 
the  work  was  lefV,  at  the  time  above  stated,  m  a  situation 
to  resume  operations,  with  advantage,  as  soon  as  the  offi- 
cer having  the  direction  of  it  shall  have  returned  to  his  post. 

Fbrtijieations  at  Pensaeola,  /Vw»rfc.— The  operations 
for  the  construction  of  the  fort  on  Santa  Riwa  have  been 
conducted  with  as  much  advantage  as  the  limited'  amount 
of  appropriation,"  hve  the  past  year,  would  allow.  All 
the  materials  have  been  delivered  agreeably  to  contract, 
and  the  condition  of  the  work  is  in  a  high  degree  favora- 
ble; the  most  important  parts  that' remain  to  be  finishetl, 
being  of  a  nature  to  justify  the  belief  that  the  whole  work 
might  be  completed  in  the  ctnirse  of  six  months,  or  less, 
should  occasion  require  it.  The  estimate  for  this  work, 
for  '33,  contemplates  its  completion  within  that  period. 

Fort  at  Mobile  Point,  JSlabanM, — The  operations  at  this 
work,  during  the  past  year,   have  been  directed,  princi- 
pally, to  the  formation  t^f  the  ramparts,  banquettes,  anA 
glacis.     Since  my  last  report,  it  has  been  discovered  th»t 
the  blindage  of  the  citadel,  which   was   con»tructed  of 
wood,  was  in  so  bad  a  state  of  decay  as  to  require  its  t  n- 
tire  removal;  it  has  been,  accordingly,  removed;  and  the 
proper  measures  taken  to  replace  so  much  of  W  as  maty 
be  necessary  for  the  immediate  service  of  the  work,  omit- 
ting that  portion  which  will  not  be  n  quired  till  the  fuit  is 
in  a  state  of  siege.     This  wdl  increase  the   amuiint  of 
funds  that,  otherwise,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  com- 
plete the  work,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  accomplished 
in  the  c«?urse  of  the  cciming  year.  ^ 
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Ko  estimate  of  funclsjhas  been  received  from  the  locui 
eng^ineer;  the  eslimatc  submitted  is  baaed  upon  that  fur. 
nisti'^d  fast  year,  after  allowing:  for  the  arlditional  expense 
which  will  be  incurred  in  rebuilding  ihe  blindaf^. 

BaUery  at  Batfou  Biemenu,  Louiaiana.^-Tlie  repairs  of 
this  work  were  a  good  cleai  retarded  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  by  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  the  diflli- 
cnlty  of  procuring  laborers.  The  spring  having  been 
(intisuaUy  rainy,  not  only  impeded  the  progress  of  the 
masonry,  but  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  exca- 
vations till  they  could  be  resumed  under  more  favorable 
circumsiances.  Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  the 
rep&irs  were  prosecuted  with  considerable  success  before 
the  commencement  of  the  sickly  season,  during  which 
nothing  has  been  done.  They  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as 
the  nature  of  the  climate  will  permir.        ^ 

Ibrt  fVood,  Chef  MenUur,  £ottisuma.— Owing  to  a 
want  of  engineers,  the  repairs  oi  this  work  were  entrust- 
ed to  the  management  of  an  officer  who.  was  already  en- 
gaged in  the  discharge  of  important  duties  at  another  and 
distant  post;  and  this  officer  not  being  able  to  leave  tlie 
service  with  which  he  wns  occupied  till  late  in  the  work- 
ing season,  it  became  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  pro- 
cure sufficient  laborers  and  suitable  materiaUf  so  that, 
but  little  progress  has  been  made  towards  completing 
these  repairs. 

Thtoer  at  Baycu  thtpre^  Loui9iana.'^T\\i3  tower  was  so 
far  completed  during  the  last  season,  as  to  require  no 
further  appropriation.  The  damages  sustained  durmg 
the  hurricane  of  Angus',  IS31,  hare  been  repaired,  and 
the  battery,  in  advance  of  the  toiveri  nearly  finished,  as 
contemplated  in  the  eriginal  plans  of  this  work:  the 
whole  may  be  finished  in  a  few  weelc& 

A  portion  of  the  funds  provided  by  tlte  appropriation 
ft>r  contingencies  of  fortifications  has  been  applied  to  the 
repairs  of  Fort  Jackson,  Fort  Washington,  Fort  McHenry, 
Fort  Wood,  Fort  Moultrie,  Fort  Pike  and  Petitie  Co- 
^uille.  Tower  Dupre,  Battery  Bienvenu;  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  wharf  at  Fort  Monroe:  and  to  defhiy  the  ex- 
penses of  the  survey  of  Provincetown  harbor,  with  a 
view  tu  its  fortification,  as  required  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  36th  January  last,  and  which 
Wjs  referred  by  you  to  this  office  for  execution.  This 
survey  is  now  in  course  of  exectition. 

Refore  closing  the  subject  of  fortifications,  I  wottid  call 
your  attention  to  that  part  of  niy  last  annual  report  which 
sti;^gests  tliat,  as  several  of  the  works  already  mentioned 
will  be  completed  during  the  ensuing  year,  appropria- 
tions be  recommended  for  commencing  the  forts  project- 
ed at  Throg's  Point,  Nev  York;  the  reconstruction  of 
Fort  Delaware,  in  the  DelaviMre  river;  Boiler's  Point 
Plats,  Maryland;  B^ld  Head,  Korth  CaroKna;  tlie  Bar- 
rancan on  Posttr's  Banks,  Pensacola  harbor,  Florida;  and 
for  Grand  Terre,  Louhitana;  an  estimate  fur  which  will 
be  laid  before  you.  1  woifld  also  renew  the  representa- 
tions I  lien  mack*,  of  tl>e  expediency  of  suggesting  thai 
the  appropriations  for  fortifications  be  made  at  as  early  a 
period  of  the  approaching  session  of  Congress  as  prac- 
ticable. 

2d.  INTEUNAI,  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Tm^  Ftaiaance  Bay,  Michigan. — In  compliance  with 
yijur  itistruetionH,  ttie  officer  having  charge  of  the  Detroit 
and  Chicago  road,  was  directed  to  superintend  the  ope- 
rations on  the  piers  at  this  place;  and,  under  the  expec- 
tation llwt  the  pier  fonnealy  buih  could  be  repaired,  and 
placed  in  a  state  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  harbor,  he  was 
directed  to  make  the  nece8!>ary  examination,  and  to  re- 
poit  tite  result  t(»  this  department.  The  presence  of  this 
officer  having  been  required  at  the  seat  of  Indian  disturb- 
ances last  summer,  the  examination  could  not  be  made 
before  the  beginning  of  September  last,  when  it  was 
fotind  ihat  the  whole  of  (he  ohl  pier,  with  the  exception 


of  about  200  feet,  had  been  washed  away  and  rendered 
useless  by  the  storms  and  ice  of  last  winter.  That  part 
of  the  pier  built  by  contract,  before  the  jrork  was  placed 
under  the  direction  of  this  depart ntent,  has  been  com- 
pletely carried  away,  leaving  only  a  few  stones  and  the 
foundation  timbers  to  mark  the  place  where  it  stood.  Ar- 
rangements will  be  made  for  its  construction  early  next 
spring. 

Huron  Biver,  Ohio.-^Tht  harbor  at  the-  mouth  of  this 
river  is,  at  present,  in  good  condition.  No  new  works 
having  been  constructed  during  the  past  season, the  funds, 
thus  far,  have  been  applied  in  such  manner  as  was  deem* 
ed  necessary  to.  place  those  already  constructed  in  a  con- 
dition to  resist  tlie  effects  of  the  tempestuoos  season,  and 
to  prevent  their  being  injured  by  the  spring  fi«shets. 
Some  additional  works  are  yet  necessary  to  complete  this 
harbor,  though  no  further  appropriation  will  be  required 
for  tiiat  object. 

Black  River,  Ohio,  The  public  works  at  this  liarbor 
are  in  good  repair,  and  are  believed  to  be  secure  against 
the  recurrence  of  an  accident  which,  in  November  last, 
deprived  the  east  pier  of  about  sixty  feet  of  its  length, 
to  a  deptli  of  three  teet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 
This  damage  has  been  repaired,  and  the  pier  extended 
about  forty  yards  into  the  lake.  A  part  of  the  appropri- 
ation far  the  present  year  having  been  absorbed  in  the 
repairs  rendered  necessary  by  the  accident  above  referred 
to,  that  appropriation  will  not  be  sufficient  to  complete 
the  work  at  this  harbor,  as  anticipated;  and  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  necessary  to  effect  this  object,  has,  there- 
fore, been  aiibmitted.  ^ 

Cleaveland  Harbor^  in  0A«^.— The  funds  appropriated 
for  the  works  at  this  harbor,  have  been  applied  to  their 
completion,  by  filling  in  the  piers  which  had  settled,  driv- 
ing piles  to  render  the  works  more  secure,  and  provid- 
ing them  with  the  necessary  appendages  to  prevent  iigu- 
ry  from  collision  with  vessels  entering  the  harbor.  Theie 
works,  by  the  close  of  the  season,  will  be  rendered  se- 
cure, and  no  further  appropriation  will  be  necessary  for 
them. 

Grand  River,  OA»o.-— This  harbor  is  in  good  condition, 
and  no  further  provision  for  funds  will  be  necessary  tu 
complete  its  works,  and  place  them  in  good  order, 

Cunningham  OreeA^— -The  means  providetl  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  pier  head  at  this  place,  are  not  sufficient  to  com- 
plete that  structure  according  to  the  plan  adopted.  About 
two. thirds  of  it  have  been  eonitruoted  and  rendered  se^ 
cure,  and  an  estimate  of  the  funds  requisite  to  finisli  it 
has  been  submitted. 

Mktabuta  Creek,  OAio.— Tlie  operations  at  this  harbor 
have  been  directed  to  the  perfection  of  tlie  works  for  its 
protection,  and  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  the  creek.  These  obstructions  consist  of  rock^ 
situated  about  6^  or  7  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and,  thus  far,  but  little  progress  has  been  made  in 
removing  them;  experiments,  however,  are  nowi*  pro- 
gress, which,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  the  suggestion  of 
some  plan  for  their  speedy  removal.  An  estimate  has 
been  submitted  for  widening  the  entrance  to  this  harbor. 
Conmaul  Creek,  Ohio, — The  pier  at  the  mouth  of  this 
creek  has  been  extended  sixty  feet  in  the  lake  aiiiee  my 
bst  report;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  funds  already 
avaiUble  for  it,  will  be  sufiicient  for  its  completion. 

Pre$que  hie,  Pennaylvania,^—T\\e  works  at  this  place 
are  in  m  good  a  state  of  pieservation  as  can  be  expected 
uiuler  all  the  circumstances.  The  breach  through  the 
peninsula  at  the  head  of  the  bay  is  represented  as  tMtving 
an  injurious  effect  on  the  harbor;  it  is  increasing  in  width 
though  not  in  depth:  and  fears  are  etnertained  tluit  the 
whole  of  the  peninsula  will  be  removed,  and  that  tlie  sand 
from  it  will  be  washed  into  tlie  harbor.  To  close  this 
breach,  or  to  confine  it  lo  a  channel  sufficiently  large  to 
allow  the  passage  of' vessels  through  it^  would  require  an 
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appropYiftlion  equal  in  amount  to  the  whole  sum  ah«ady 
expended  on  tliis  harbor.  During  the  past  season,  be* 
•ides  paving  400  yards  of  the  north  breakwater,  that 
structure  hat  been  extended  300  feet  towards  the  main 
land,  leaving  a  distance  of  400  yards  yet  to  be  construct- 
ed, for  which  an  estimate  has  been  submitted.  The  space 
between  the  end  of  the  breakwater  and  the  main  land 
has  increased  considerably  since  my  last  report,  but  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  when  it  is  closed  no  other  breach 
can  be  nnsde. 

Dunkirk^  New  York.—T)^e  pier  erecting  at  this  place 
has  been  extended  from  the  main  land  136  yards,  and 
filled  In  with  stone  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  nnaking 
the  whole  extent  of  this  pier  416  yards.  Should  the 
weather  prove  favorable,  ten  additional  cribs  of  thirty- 
four  feet  each  will  be  sunk,  and  filled,  as  above,  this  fall. 
Mo  additional  funds  will  be  necessary  to  complete  this 
pier  at  the  distance  contemplated;  which  will  carry  it  to 
ten  feet  water. 

Buffalo^  New  TbrA.— The  works  for  the  protection  of 
this  harbor  have  the  appearance  of  being  strong  and  du- 
rable. An  estimate  of  the  funds  necessary  for  their  pro- 
secution and  completion  has  been  submitted. 

Biaek  Bock  Barbor,  New  York, — The  funds  appropri- 
ated for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  have  been  appUed 
to  the  construction  of  an  ice-breaktr  for  turning  the  ice 
and  current  of  water  from  the  harbor,  which,  heretofore, 
have  caused  considerable  injury  to  the  piers  at  that  place. 
No  estimate  having  been  received  from  the  agent  at 
theae  works,  and  having  understood  that  the  last  appro- 
priation will  be  sufficient  to  complete  them,  no  fanos^  in 
addition  to  those  already  avftilablo,  will  be  required. 

All  the  harbors  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  are 
in 'a  dtuation  to  offer  protection  and  safety  to  vessels  na- 
vigating the  lake,  and  to  afford  facilities  in  transferring 
the  produce  of  the  surrounding  country  to  market.  The 
Application  of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  Congress  for 
the  improvement  of  these  harbors,  has  given  to  the  people 
a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  industiy,  which  is  perceptible 
on  the  whole  south  shore  of  the  lake.  The  plans  adopted 
for  deepening  channels  at  the  mouths  of  rivers  which 
were  choked  up  with  sand,  have  aflTorded,  in  their  execu* 
tion,  a  result  far  exceeding  the  expectation  of  all  who 
were  acquainted  with  their  situation  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  their  improvement.  Tlte  loose  sand  has 
been  driven  from  the  channels  by  the  force  of  currents 
created  by  works  for  that  purpose,  and  the  water  now 
rests  upon  a  compact  bottom,  giving,  except  at  Ashtabu* 
la,  a  sufficient  depth  for  all  vessels  navigating  the  lakes. 
But  as  these  works  are  in  part  constructed  of  perishable 
materials^  and  as  their  completion  is  near  at  hand,  it  is 
highly  important  that  provision  should  be  made  by  which 
the  injuries  to  them,  arising  from  decay  and  unforeseen 
accidents,  may  be  repaired,  and  their  use^lness  pre- 
served. 

Genesee  Rivet  and  Big  Sodus  Bay^  New  Jbrit.— >The 
progress  made  in  the  improvements  at  these  places  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  is  of  the  most  flattering  character.  Al- 
tliouffh  the  appropriation  for  these  works  became  avail- 
able late  in  the  season,  yet  cuch  had  been  the  previous 
preparation  of  materials,  and  such  the  fitness  of  the  wea- 
ther for  work,  added  to  the  unusual  good  healtii  of  the 
workmen,  that  the  piers  at  both  of  these  places  have  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  most  reasonable  expectations.  The 
number  of  cribs  constructed  during  the  past  season,  and 
put  in|place  at  the  Genesee  river,  is  twenty.eight,  and,  at 
Big  Sodus,  thirty;  all  of  which  have  been  well  secured, 
both  above  and  below  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  re- 
sistance which  these  piers  have  opposed,  thus  far,  to  the 
storms  and  large  masses  bf  ice,  afibrds  additional  evidence 
in  support  of  the  opinion  before  expiesfsed,  that  they  will 
accomplish  the  object  for  which  they  were  intended,  viz. 
useful  and  safe  harbors  of  refuge  for  vessels  engsged  in 


the  foreign  and  domestic  trade.  Recent  examinations  at 
Genesee,  compared  with  previous  surveys,  show  an  in- 
creased depth  of  water  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  a 
point  in  the  lake  as  far  out  as  the  ends  of  the  piers.  The 
channel,  which  at  present  affords  not  less  than  ten  feet 
water,  was  formerly  obstructed  with  sand  bars,  over 
which  no  vessel  could  psss  havmg  a  draught  of  mofe  than 
six/eet  The  action  of  the  river  currents  upon  the  bed, 
seems  to  indicate  that  300  additional  yards  of  pier  work 
will  complete  the  improvement  of  that  river,  which  may 
be  accomplished  iirtbe  course  of  the  commg  year. 

It  is  believed  that  all  tlie  operations  at  Big  Sodus  bay 
may  be  brought  to  a  close  during  tlie  approaching'  year, 
except  that  of  bridgii^,  which  will  be  commenced  as  soon 
after  the  completion  of  the  pier  work  as  possible,  wHh  a 
view  to  connect  the  interior  with  the  exterior  channel. 

Oeweg9>,  New  York, — The  improvements  at  this  place 
have  been  prosecuted  during  the  past  year  with  much 
seal  and  success.  The  piers,  to  an  extent  of  several  hun- 
dred feet,  are  already  raised  to  the  height  required  by 
the  plansf  and  should  the  present  fall  prove  favorable  as 
to  weatiier,  they  will  be  completed  before  its  termina>ion. 
Already,  many  of  the  benefits  which  were  aoticipated 
from  these  structures  have  been  realized  in  the  perfect 
protection  which  they  afford  against  the  encroachments 
of  the  heavy  sea  experienced  at  this  place.  By  tite  addi- 
tion of  nearly  four  tlwusand  oords  of  stone,  the  mole  has 
been  raised,  for  a  distance  of  three  hundred  feet,  to  a 
level  with  the  surface  of  the  water;  and;  experience, 
thus  far,  seems  to  place  the  question  as  to  its  permanen- 
cy beyond  all  doubt.  An  estimate  of  the  funds  necessaiy 
to  complete  these  works  has  been  submitted. 

Ktnnebetk  Rivera-Maine  —The  operationafor  removing 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  this  river,  at  Love- 
joy's  Narrows,  it  is  beliered,  are  brought  to  a  eloae  be- 
fore this  time. 

Kennelnmk  Biver^  Maine, — The  last  appropriation  for 
the  repairs  of  the  piers  at  the  mouth  of  this  river»  be- 
came available  too  late  in  the  season  to  apply  with  ad- 
vantage any  portion  of  it  to  the  object  for  which  it  was 
intended.  The  winter  being  the  moat  favorable  season 
for  purchasing  timber  and  other  nnaterials,  it  is  probable 
that  no  work  will  be  done  on  the  piers  until  flie  com- 
mencement of  the  cominf^  year.  There  being  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  materials  on  hand,  no  additional  ap* 
propriation  will  be  necessary  libr  this  improvement 
for  1833. 

Berwick  Branch  of  the  Pieeaiaqua  i^ioa".— But  a  part 
of  the  small  sum  appropriated  for  improving  the  naviga- 
tion  of  this  river  at  Quamlegan  rapida»  has  been  applied, 
in  consequence  of  the  unusual  continuance  of  high  wa- 
ter. This  improvement  will  be  completed,  however,  in 
the  early  pari  of  next  year,  sliould  the  state  of  the  water 
permit;  and  the  funds  already  in  tl>e  hands  of  the  ageat 
will  be  sufficient  for  that  object. 

Merrimack  River^  Maemekueeiis.'^TUt  eflTecta  thus  far 
produced  by  the  pier  al  the  mouth  of  the  river,  afford 
the  most  satisfiictory  indications  that  the  object  contem- 
plated by  its  construction  will  soon  be,  in  part,  realised. 
The  hillocks  of  sand  at  tlie  bottom  of  this  rivir,  which 
greatly  impede  its  navigation,  are  much  reduced;  the 
channel  opposite  Black  liock  is  both  deepened  and  made 
wider,  and  affords  a  good  and  safe  anchoring  grouitd. 
No  effect,  however,  is  produced  upon  thet  bar  at  tlie  en- 
trance of  the  river. 

Deer  Island,  Boston  ffarbort.Miassachmelis. -^Tht  sea- 
wall which  forms  a  part  of  the  works  now  in  course  of 
construction,  for  the  preservation  of  this  island,  in  seve- 
ral places,  and  to  an  extent  of  several  hundred  feet,  ia 
raised  as  high  as  originally  contemplated;  a  part  of  the 
breakwater  in  front  of  this  wall  is  constructed;  ^and  ar- 
rangements are  made  for  the  delivery  of  the  materials 
necessary  fur   the.  proseeutioq  of  these  improvemenls 
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durinjf  (he  remainder  of  the  workrog  season.  The 
funds  alreaily  available  fur  these  works  will,  probably, 
be  siiiHcient  to  complete  them,  unless  those  portions  of 
them  which  are  already  constructed  sustain  an  injury 
during  tlie  approaching  winter,  which  is  pot  at  present 
apprehended. 

Plymouth  Beach,  MutaehuaetU^-^TUe  operations  at 
this  place  have  been  confined,  principally,  to  the  north- 
eastern extremity  of  the  beach,  where  a  wall  has  been 
erected  to  the  extent  of  450  feet,  in  the  most  substan- 
tial  manner.  The  planting  of  grass,  and  other  means 
of  protecting  the  beach,  have  also  been  continued. 
The  general  condition  of  the  beach  is  very  good;  the 
grass  is  increasing  and  flourishing  in  a  remarkable  de- 
gree, and  the  works  seem  to  have  produced  the  desired 
eifejt. 

Promnoetownf  AtaaaachuteUa.'^'TUe  plan  of  improre- 
ment  for  the  preservation  of  tiie  harbor  at  this  place» 
oontemplates  the  planting  of  beach  grass  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  drifting  sand,  which  occurs  there  with 
almost  every  northerly  wind,  and  which  threatens,  if  not 
checked,  to  fill  up  this  very  important  harbor,  as  well  as 
to  lay  waste  the  town  itself.  The  spring  being  the  only 
season  in  which  this  grass  can  be  planted  with  any  hope 
of  its  being  productive  of  the  desired  end,  no  part  of 
the  appropriattoo  |nade  at  the  last  session  of-  Congress 
has  b«en  applied,  as  it  was  not  avaiUble  before  the  mid- 
die  of  summer. 

Hyannia  Harbor,  Mu9aachiueiU, — The  operations  for 
tlie  extension  of  the  breakwater  at  this  harbor  have  been 
prosecuted  during  the  past  season^  but  no  report  having 
been  received  from  the  agent,  I  am  unable  to  state  its 
exact  condition. 

Slonington,  ConneeliaU. — ^As  anticipated  in  my  last 
annual  report,  the  breakwater  at  this  place  is  completed; 
the  citisens  of  the  borough  of  Stonington,  and  others  in- 
terested in  the  navigation  of  that  place,  evince,  however, 
a  strong  desire  for  an  extension  <^  this  improvement,  by 
the  placing  of  buoys  at  three  or  four  points,  to  indicate 
the  position  of  certain  reefs  and  shoals  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  harbor.  By  the  projection  of  the 
pier  into  the  channel,  the  passage  to  the  inner  liai-bor  is 
narrowed  to  such  an  extent  as  frequently  to  cause  vessels, 
in  their  efforts  to  avoid  the  end  of  the  pier,  to  ground 
upon  the  shoal  which  is  immediately  opposite.  It  seems, 
therefore,  to  be  impo^rtant  that  the  position  ut  this  shoal 
be  well  defined,  and,  as  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  which  was  made  for  the  pier,  is  more  than 
sufficient  to  acoomplish  this  desirable  end*  it  is  respect* 
fully  rccon)mended  that  it  be  applied  for  that  purpose. 

Mm  JUver,  ConneeiicuL^^The  breakwater  and  dyke  at 
this  harbor  having  beei^nished,  agreeably  to  the  origi- 
nal  plans,  they  were  found  not  to  be  of  sufficient  extent 
to  answer  all  the  purposes  for  which  tl>ey  were  intended. 
An  estimate  was  therefore  submitted,  and  an  appropria- 
tion made  for  their  extension :  contracts  have  been  en- 
tered into  for  the  necessary  additions,  both  to  the  break- 
water aiKl  the  dyke;  and  on  the  30th  September,  the 
formec  was  about  one-fourth,  and  the  latter  about  one- 
third  executed.  The  conliacts  provide  fur  their  com- 
pletion by  the  Ist  of  January  next. 

Harhan  ofMwcaatle,  Marcu$  Hook,  Cheafer,  and  Port 
Fetm,  Jklatvara  Hiver.^A  dredging  machine  has  been 
kept  ill  operation  at  these  harbors,  but  their  precise  con- 
dition is  not  known  to  me,  as  no  report  in  relation  to 
them  has,  as  yet,  reached  this  office. 

Oeraoohe  Jnlel,  North  Carolina* — Ample  preparations 
were  made  for  tlie  improvement  of  tliis  navigation  at  an 
early  period  of  the  past  season,  but,  for  want  of  funds, 
operations  were  |iot  commenced  until  late  in  July  last, 
when  the  appropriation  became  available.  Since  the  mtid- 
die  of  August,  the  dredging  macliine  has  been  at  work 
on  the  shoal  at  (he  junction  of  VVallsce's  channel  with 


the  Beacon  Island  sound,  the  common  anchorage  ground 
for  outward  bound  vessels.  From  this  shoal  nearly  eight 
thousand  cubic  yards  of  sand  have  been  removed  within 
the  period  of  six  weeks,  giving  an  increased  depth  over 
that  shoal  of  from  7^  to  9  feet  water  at  flood  tide,  ami  a 
channel  about  fifty  yards  wide.  There  only  remains  the 
obstruction  presented  by  the  bar  of  the  Flounder  Slue, 
which  is  the  most  extensive,  but  whicH  has  already  a 
depth  of  little  more  than  seven  feet  water  over  it  at  high 
water,  it  is  intended  to  operate  on  this  shoal  during  tlie 
remainder  of  the  season,  as  an  increased  depth  of- six 
inches  w'dl  render  the  channel  of  Flounder  Blue  superior 
to  any  other  in  that  navigation,  being  the  ahortest  by  one 
mile,  most  favorable  for  the  prevaili«)g  winds,  and  liaving 
a  good  harbor  near  Shell  Castle. 

The  most  gratifying  circumstances  attending  the  ope- 
rations at  Ocracoke,  is  the  apparent  permanency  of  the 
work  already  accomplished,  which  is  such  as  to  induce  a 
strong  belief  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  experiment. 
A  new  boat,  with  machinery  of  greater  power  than  that 
heretofore  employed,  was  finished  in  the  latter  psj-t  of 
September,  and  is,  before  this,  in  operation  in  conjunc* 
tion  with  the  old  boat.  An  additional  appropriation  be- 
ing necessary  for  carrying  on  tliese  operations  during  the 
year  1833,  an  estimate  of  its  amount  has  been  laid  before 
you. 

Cape  Ftar  River, — The  lower  western  jet  tee  on  this 
river  has  been  completed  during  the  past  season,  as  also, 
that  near  Barnhanrs  creek,  on  the  opposite  shore,  with 
the  exception  of  about  200  feet  which  remain  to  be  flank- 
ed. To  prevent  the  effect  of  the  strong  currents  of 
that  river  on  these  jettees,  wings  have  berfi  construct- 
ed at  intervals  along  their  whole  extent.  Other  jettees 
have  also  been  provided  with  wings  to  the  extent  of  near- 
ly one  thousand  feet;  notwithstanding  which,  doubts  arc 
entertained  as  to  their  stability:  the  operations  of  the 
dredging  machine  have  been  greatly  retarded  during  the 
same  period,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  many  parts 
of  its  machinery,  and  of  the  dif&culty,  indeed  impossi- 
bility, of  liaving  repairs  of  the  nature  required  done 
nearer  than  Baltimore.  A  survey  of  thi^  river  will  soon 
be  made»  with  a  view  to  making  a  chart  of  it,  which,  it  is 
believed,  will  exhibit  an  increased  depth  of  water  of 
about  one  foot  in  the  channel. 

Savannah  Riper,  Giorgia. — Nothing  has  been  done, 
tl.us  far,  towards  applying  the  funds  provided  by  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session,  for  improving  the  navigation  of 
tliis  river,  between  its  mouth  and  the  city  of  Savannah. 
The  direction  of  the  improvement  has  been  assigned  to 
the  engineer  having  charge  of  the  works  of  fortification 
now  in  progress  of  construction  on  Cockspur  island.  The 
services,  however,  of  that  officer,  having  been  required 
during  the  past  summer  on  the  Cumberland  road,  east  of 
the  Ohio,  to  superintend  its  re  pairs,  he  has  been  unable, 
as  yet,  to  give  his  attention  to  this  subject;  but  will,  as 
soon  as  his  other  duties  allow,  make  the  necessary  exami- 
nation, and  commence  operations. 

Inland  navigation  between  the  St,  John* a  and  St.  Mary* a, 
Florida.'^An  examination  of  this  passage  having  been 
recently  made  by  the  assistant  engineer  under  whose  per- 
sonal supervision  the  operations  for  its  improvement  were 
formerly  conducted,  and  his  report  upon  the  subject  be- 
ing in  accordance  with  the  views  of  this  department,  an 
estimate  of  the  funds  necessary  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  the  report,  has  been  submitted. 

St*  Markka  Harbor  and  River,  Florida, -^The  operation 
of  dredging  in  the  liarbor  of  Saint  Mark's  is  brought  to 
a  close,  by  which  an  increased  depth  of  water,  of  four  fctt^ 
has  been  attained  in  the  diannel  leading  to  the  town  of 
Saint  >lark's,  except  in  one  place,  where  this  operation 
was  interrupted  by  a  rock,  over  which  there  is  only  a 
depth  of  8^  feet.  Bfibrts  were  making,  on  the  30th 
of  September  last,  to  deepen  the  channel  over  this  rock. 
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which  the  plan  of  ope  rations  adopted  by  the  officer  hav- 
ing chari^e  of  the  work,  and  I  he  vrry  favorable  report  on 
these  improvements  just  received  from  the  ai^s  stant  en- 
)pneer,  give  every  re:i.^n  to  hope  it  will  prove  successful. 
I'he  cut  thruuj^h  the  natural  bridf^c  over  the  Saiitt  Mark's 
river,  has  been  commenced  i  and  the  boats  and  machine- 
ry necessary  to  prosecute  the  improvement  above  this 
bridge,  liavinjr  been  transferred  over  it,  and  all  the  prepa- 
rations accomplished,  it  is  expected  that  operations  will 
be  carried  on  with  despatch. 
.Ippalaehieoh,  Florida. -^VUe  improvement  of  the  navi- 

Stttion  of  this  river  has  been  completed  so  far  as  it  is 
eemed  practicable  to  expend  funds  for  that  object  with 
any  hope  ef  success;  there  having*  been  removed,  duriitg 
the  past  season,  all  (he  obstructions  that  were  inaccessi- 
Me  last  year  in  consequence  of  high  WHter,  9Ln<{  the  banks 
having  been  cleared  of  all  the  heavy  tiniber  likely  to  fall 
into  the  rivor,  and  present  new  obntnictions.  A  part  of 
the  appropriation  for  tiiis  work  is  unexpended. 

Harbor  of  MubHe,  Alabama, — The  operations  for  deep 
eni ng  the  chamiel  through  CImctaw  Pass,  in  tiiis  harbor, 
having  been  buspemled  for  reasons  stated  in  my  last  an- 
nual report,  they  were  not  resumed  before  llie  beginning 
of  August  last,  in  consequence  of  difficulties  experienced 
in  reclaiming  the  dredging  machine  v^hich  was  sunk  in 
several  feet  water.  Since  August,  ho\t  ever,  the  machine 
has  been  in  successful  operation. 

I*ateagoula  River,  Miuiasippi. -^Tht  works  at  this 
place  have  not,  as  yet,  been  resumed.  During  the  sus- 
pension  of  his  operations,  caused  by  the  transfer,  I»st 
year,  of  the  funds  for  this  improvement  to  the  surplus 
fund,  the  contractor  removed  the  machinery  which  he  had 
in  operation  at  this  river  to  New  Orleans;  and  had  not, 
at  last  advices  from  the  agent,  been  induced  to  resume 
the  execution  of  his  engagement. 

Hed  Jiiver,  Louiaiana. — The  appropriation  for  over- 
coming, the  obstructions  presented  to  tlie  navigation  o{ 
Red  River,  by  the  Great  Raft,  became  available  at  too 
hite  a  peiiod  in  the  seasm  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
parations for  continuing  the  works  on  that  r.ver  during 
the  past  summer,  as  almost  all  the  supplies  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  force  requisite  for  their  prosecution  can  only 
be  forwarded  to  the  point  at  which  they  would  be  re- 
quired at  the  season  of  higli  water.  Nothing  has  been 
done,  therefore,  at  this  improvement  since  operations 
were  8us])ended  for  want  of  means.*  This  is  the  less  to 
be  regretted,  as  it  is  believed,  from  the  reports  received 
at  this  department,  as  well  as  from  verbal  information 
entitled  to  great  credit,  that  the  plan  of  operations  here* 
tofoi-e  pursued  is  not  such  as  to  affbnl,  even  in  its  accom- 
plishment, any  lasting  benefit  to  the  navigation  of  that 
river.  Instead  of  deepening  the  bayous,  and  coiwiecting 
them  by  short  canals,  and  thus  opening  a  communication 
around  the  raft,  it  is  the  opinion  of  persons  who  have 
had  opportunities  of  judging,  that  the  raft  itself  might  be 
removed  through  the  a^rency  of  one  or  two  of  the  steam- 
boats at  present  employed  in  improving  the  navigtition  of 
(he  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  at  an  expense  not  exceed- 
ing that  which  would  attend  the  exectition  of  the  plan 
already  a<lopted.  This  being  the  opinion  also  of  peo- 
ple residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  raft,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  suspend  further  operations  tilt  one 
of  the  boats  alluded  to^could  be  despatched  without  inju- 
ry to  the  service  on  which  she  is  at  present  engaged,  to 
ascertain,  by  trial,  the  possibility  of  effecting  its  removal. 
In  addition  to  the  benefit  which  the  removal  of  the  raft 
would  confer  upon  the  navigation  of  Ihe  river,  it  would 
reclaim,  by  drainage,  an  immense  tract  of  valuable  land, 
which,  otherwise,  must  lie  waste  till  the  water  with 
which  It  is  at  presen*  covered  is  carried  off  through  its 
natural  ctiannels. 

Arkansas  River,  Jtrkansaa  Territory. — Nothing  has  been 
di>i»e  towards  m:iking  the   examination  required  on  this 


river,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  an  ofRcer  of  engi- 
neers whose  services  could  be  rendered  available  for  that 
purpose. 

Miaeinippi  and  Ohio  Rivera* ^^Vor  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  improvement  of  these  riverB,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  superin- 
tendent for  the  year  ending  on  30lh  September  last.  A 
thorough  inspection  has  just  been  made  of  the  works  for 
the  improvement  of  this  navigation,  and  the  report  of  (be 
officer  in  relation  thereto  will  be  submitted  as  soon  as 
received  at  this  office. 

Cumberiatui  River,  71riiii«sstf«.-*Captain  Delafield,  of 
the  engineers,  was  directed,  in  Angfust  last,  to  mske  an 
examination  of  this  river,  and  to  devise,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Shreve,  the  8U|>erintendent  of  the  improvements 
on  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  the  proper  measures  for  (he 
removal  of  such  obstnictioos  to  its  navigation  as  this  ex- 
amination might  snggest  as  being  necessary.  The  ex- 
amination having  been  completed,  an  agent  was  appoint* 
ed,  and  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations on  that  river,  who  will  be  subject  to  the  gener«t 
direction  and  supervision  of  Captain  Delafield  and  Mr. 
Shreve. 

I'he  ezptriments  of  deepening  the  channel  at  the  en* 
trancs  of  Nantucket  harbor,  Massaohtisetts,  and  thai  for 
deepening  the  channel  through  Pass  au  Heron*  Alabama, 
iitiving  failed  to  produce  any  s^itisfactory  residt,  (he  works 
at  those  places  have  been  entirely  suspended,  and  -the 
dredging  machine  employed  at  the  former  place  will  be 
transferred  to  the  f>nvannah  river,  Georgia,  and  that  used 
at  the  latter  to  Fas?agfoiila  river,  Miamsistppi. 

Cumberhnd  Road,  in  OA/o.— The  officer  of  engineers, 
wlio,  in  accordance  with   your  instruction,   was  assigned 
to  the  superintendence  of  the  construction  of  this  roaO, 
commenced  his  duties  on  the  13th  of  August  last.      The 
operations  on  this  road,  during  the  past  year,  have  been 
confined  to  that  portion  of  it  lying  between  Zanesville  and 
Little  Uarby  creek,  which  includes  a  distance  of  about 
sixty-six  miles.     From  Zanesville,  west,    to    the    point 
where  the  Ohio  canal  crosses  the  road  at  Hebron,  aU  the 
bridges  and  culverts   have   been  built,  and,  with  tlie  ex- 
ception of  a  wooden  superstructure  of  95  feet  span  over 
the  south  fork  of  Licking,  are  constracted  of  sandstone 
of  various  khids,  united  with  mortar,  for  the  most  part  of 
inferior  quality,  excepting  the  eulverts,  which  are  of  diy 
stone  mascuiry.     These  structur4.B,   however,  are  all  in 
u  good  state  <»f  preservation,  and  require  but  slight  re- 
pairs.    The  surface  of  the  road,  for  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles  west  of  Zanesville,  has  received  a  covering  of  six 
inches  of  stone  of  various  qualities,  consisting,  principal- 
ly, of  flint,  limestone,  slate,  and  sandstone*     Prom  the 
21  miles  west  of  Zanesville  to  the  Ohio  canal,  the  road 
has  been  graded,  and  is  ready  to  receive  the  first  stratum 
of  metal.     Between  Hebron  and  Columbus,  comprising 
iwenty-aeven  miles,  all  the    bridges   and  culverts  have 
b«.en  contracted  for,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  wood- 
en structures  for  the  canal  feeder.    Black  Lick  creek. 
Big  Walnut  creek,   and  Akim  creek,  have  been  com- 
pleted, in  all  probability,  before  this.     I'he  masonry  on 
this  section  is  also  composed  of  different  varieties  of 
sandstone,   with  some  hmestone,  and   of  a  mortar  of 
much  better  quality  than  that  before  mentionetl. 

Contracts  were  entered  into  last  year  for  clearing  and 
grubbing  tliat  portion  of  the  road  included  between  Ciie 
twenty-seventh  mile  west  of  Zanesvdie  and  CoJumbus; 
but,   in  consequence  of  many   parts  of  it  having  been 
received  from  the  contractors  in  an  unfinishedstate^and 
other  parts  having  been  abandoned  by  the  contractors  in 
llie  same  condition,  it  will  be  necessary  to   place  lUem 
again  -under  contract  before  ^he   operation  of  gradin|[f 
can  be  commenced.     Measures  having  been    taken   io 
lisve  the  road  );radcd  between  Hebron  and  Columbus,  it 
is  expected  that  a  rough' g^ude,  sufficient  for  the  passage 
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of  c«rria[|^8,  wHl  be  accomplished  by  the  first  of  January,   Jying  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mar>1an(1;  to 


and  that  the  full  grade  will  be  completed  by  the  first  ot 
June  next. 

On  that  part  of  the  road  between  Columbaa  and  Little 
Barby,  many  of  tlie  bridges  and  culverts  have  been  con- 
structed, and  the  grade  nearly  completed.  The  interests 
of  this  portion  of  the  road  appear  to  have  been  almost  en* 
tirely  neglected.  With  the  exception  of  the  wooden 
bridges  over  Big  and  Little  Darby,  which  are  represented 
as  having  been  well  built,  there  is  little  on  this  section  of 
the  road  that  deserves  commendation.  The  stone  mason- 
ry, which  is  of  an  inferior  limestone,  is  of  bad  quality,  and 
altogether  disreputable  to  the  great  natioDal  work  of 
which  it  forms  a  part.  Gravel  has  been  placed  on  some 
parts  of  it,  but,  of  such  kind,,  and  m  such  condition,  as  to 
be  injurious  rather  than  serviceable!  and  many  of  the  cul- 
verts which  have  been  constructed,  will  require  to  be  en- 
Urged,  having  been  made  entirely  too  small  to  satisfy  the 
wants  of  the  roMl. 

Cumberland  Moadt  in  Indiana, ^^TUe  annual  report  of 
operations  on  t be  eastern  divisicm  of  this  road,  is  of  so  ge- 
neral a  character  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  state  its  ex- 
act condition,  though  it  is  believed  that  its  aflairs  have 
been  conducted  with  zeal  on  the  part  of  thesupenntend. 
ent.  The  contracts  wl>ich  were  entered  into  last  year, 
for  the  contin-'ation  of  this  road  west  of  Indianapolis, have 
all  been  executed,  with  the  exception  of  those  which  pro* 
vide  for  the  erection  of  bridges  over  the  Big  White  lick, 
am!  White  river.  Both  of  these  structures,  however,  are 
now  in  progress,  and  will  soon  be  completed.  'i*he  act 
of  Congress  making  an  appnipriation  for  the  service  of 
the  road  in  Indiana  for  the  curreitt  year,  having  provided 
specially  for  the  erection  ofbridges  over  the  east  and  west 
branches  of  White  Water,  and  other  small  streams,  witli 
the  view  to  bring  the  road  into  immediate  use,  the  sum 
appropriated  was- divided  into  two  portions,  bearing  to 
each  other  the  proportion  indicated  by  the  respective 
wants^  under  this  law,  df  the  two  divisions  of  the  road  as 
ascertained  from  an  examination  of  the  estimates  of  ma- 
sonry, furnished  by  the  commissioner  who  located  the 
road  through  this  State.  The  funds  being  thus  divided, 
contracts  were  entered  into  for  a  continuation  of  the  west- 
ern division,  sufficient  to  absorb  all  the  money  that  be> 
came  available  by  this  arrangement,  which  was  not  pledg* 
ed  by  former  engagements.  Contracts  were  also  made 
for  the  erection  of  the  bridges  over  the  east  and  west 
branches  of  White  Water  in  the  eastern  division,  and  these 
bridges  are  to  be  finished  by  tlie  last  of  August  next.  An 
officer  of  engineers  is  now  engaged  in  making  an  inspec- 
tion of  this  roadt  whose  report  will  also  be  submitted 
when  received. 

Cumberland  Road,  in  Iliinoia,-^T\ie  superintendent  of 
the  national  road  through  the  State  of  Illinois,  having  ex« 
perieneed  a  good  deal  of  sickness  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  fall,  has  been  unable,  as  yet,  to  transmit  his  annu- 
al report  of  its  condition.  Judging,  however,  from  the 
correspondence  of  the  superintendent  with  this  depart- 
ment, and  the  uniformly  correct  manner  of  rendering  his 
accounts,  as  well  as  from  the  general  cliaracter  of  his  admi 
nist  ration,  it  is  believed  that  the  interests  of  the  road  have 
been  well  attended  to,  and  that  it  is  in  as  good  a  condition 
as  the  means  provided  for  its  construction,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  operations  on  it,  generally, would 
permit. 

Cumberland  Mood,  east  of  the  OAio.-^ln  obedience  to 
your  instructions  of  ti.e  13th  July  la»t,  an  officer  of  engi- 
neers was  assigned  to  the  superintendence  of  the  repairs 
of  this  road;  and,  with  the  view  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  law  of  CongresK,  passed  at  its  last  session,  in  refer- 
ence to  theke  repairs,  as  well  as  the  immediate  wants  t>f 
the  road,  which  were  represented  as  being  very  great  in 
consequence  of  its  dilapidated  condition,  that  officer  was 
instructed  to  limit  hisoperations  to  the  portion  of  the  road 


divide  the  Mad  in  each  of  these  States  into  as  many  equal 
sections  as  there  are  toll  gates  provided  for  by  the  laws  of 
these  States,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Kct  of  Congress 
above  alluded  to;  to  complete  the  repairs  in  the  most  per- 
manent manner,  commencing  with  that  which  was  in  the 
worst  condition,  and  proceeding  regtdurly  through  the 
sections  from  the  worst  to  the  best;  and  to  turn  over  each 
section,  as  soun  as  finiiflied,  tu  Ibe  State  in  which  it  may 
be  ntoated.  An  examination  of  this  road  wad  commenced 
in  the  latter  part  of  July,  and,  towards  the  last  of  Septem- 
ber, coiUracts  were  entered  into  for  makmg  repairs  over 
12,019  rods;  which  embrace  the  two  worst  sections  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  worst  section  in  Maryland.  It  sa 
happens  that  these  three  sections  are  all  continuous,  and 
have  their  commencement  in  Maryland,  at  the  end  of  the 
first  section  west  of  Cumberland.  These  contracts  pro- 
vide for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  by  the  first  of  July 
next.  Tlie  officer  in  charge,  in.  communicating  to  this 
department  the  result  of  the  examination  which  he  made 
of  the  road  immediately  after  his  arrival  on  it,  says: 

*<1  find  the  road  in  a  allocking  condition,  and  every 
rod  of  it  will  require  great  repairs;  some'of  it  is  now  im- 
passable." 

In  the  course  of  my  recent  inspection  of  this  road,  which 
was  made  in  accordance  with  tite  verbal  instructions  that 
I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  on  the  3d  inst.,  1  as* 
certained  that, in  making  contracts  for  the  repairs,  the  con- 
tractors were,  in  many  instances, permitted  to  use  tlie  best 
of  the  stone  composing  the  old  covering  of  the  road,  when 
none  better  could  be  procured  in  the  neighborhood;  and  * 
it  is  believed  ihat  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  oppor- 
tunity thus  offered  to  intr^<iuce  into  the  new  covering 
material  of  inferior  quality,  and  which  bad  been  previous* 
ly  condemned.  I  also  found  that  the  stone,  in  general, 
was  not  broken  to  the  size  prescribed  by  the  contracts, 
and  that  the  side  drains  had  not  been  sufficiently  attei.ded 
to.  The  present  superintendent,  however,  has  been  ver- 
bally instructed  on  this  subject,  and  will  adopt,  without 
delay,  the  proper  remedy  for  ttiese  evils. 

*  The  difficulty  of  procuring  a  suitable  material  for  the 
covering,  has  rendered  the  use  of  a  perishable  stone  a 
matter  of  abstdute  necessity  in  the  first  two  layers;  these 
la>ers,  together,  forma  thick. le^s  of  six  inches,  and  will, 
in  all  prob>kbility,  he  laid  upon  the  road  before  winter; 
which  will  place  it  in  a  condition  to  admit  of  easy  travel* 
ling.  }iy  spring,  the  mad  will  be  in  a  state  to  n.ceive 
the  last  layer,  which  wdl  make  up  the  nine  inches,  and 
will  constitute  its  enamel}  or  wearing  suiface.  This 
layer  aliould  be  made  of  flint,  granite,  or  limestone;  for^ 
without  the  use  of  one  of  thede  materials,  the  repairs 
mtist  necessarily  be  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  not  such 
as  are  contemplated  by  )he  act  of  Congress  making  ap- 
propriation for  them.  Limestone  is  the  only  one  of  the 
materials  mentioned,  which  is  found  upon  the  line  of  the 
road;  and,  as  this  can  only  be  procured  with  consider* 
able  difficulty,  and  at  great  expense,  it  is  believed  that 
the  only  plan  would  be,  to  haul  the  stone  required  for 
those  parts  of  the* road  remote  from  the  quarnes  which 
furnish  it«  the  United  States  paying  the  difference  of 
transportation  which  would  be  necessary  to  place  the  con* 
tractors  for  those  pans  on  a  footing  of  equality  with 
those  having  quarries  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
their  work.  The  expenses  of  this  transportation  would 
be  heavy;  but,  ohoulit  the  Government  choose  to  incur 
it,  all  the  material  of  the  best  kind  may  be  procured, 
deposited  along  the  road,  and  be  pi-epared  for  use  in 
the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  frost  leaves  the  ground;  and, 
in  anticipation  that  such  will  be  iu  determination,  verbal 
instructions  hnvc  been  given  to  the  superintendent  to 
lake  the  proper  mea^iurcs  for  procuring  this  material 
agreeably  to  the  plan  suggested. 

The  grade  of  the  road  is,  in  general,  good,  and  will 
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require  altention  in  but  few  instances,  and|  in  those,  in* 
volving  no  great  expense.  At  Cumberland,  I  would  re- 
commend a  chani^e  in  the  location  of  the  road  to  turn 
Will's  hill,  by  which  a  lift  of  800  feet  in  four  and  a  half 
miles  would  be  avoided,  and  one  hour  gained  in  each 
trip  of  the  mail,  besides  {greatly  benefiting  other  trans- 
portation of  a  heavier  character  passing  through  Cum- 
berland. 

Lieut  Manefield,  the  officer  who  had  the  temporaiy 
management  of  the  affairs  of  this  mad,  has  done  all  that 
zeal,  aided  by  sound  judgment,  could  effect.  I'be  quan- 
tity of  work  done,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exe- 
cuted, afford  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  great  in- 
dustry, and  entitle  him  to  much  credit. 

Hie  assistants  on  the  road  are  industrious,  and,  as  far 
as  it  is  in  their  power,  discharge  their  duty  faithfiillyt 
but,  as  much  time  is  necessarily  employed  in  passing 
over  the  line  of  their  supervision,  impositions  are  hourly 
practised,  which  they  can  neither  prevent  nor  detect. 
More  aid  is  therefore  required,  and  mus^  be  obtained, 
before  a  system  of  supervision,  suited  to  the  wants  of 
the  road,  can  be  established;  and  this  aid  should  be 
drawn  from  the  army. 

An  estimate  of  the  funds  necessary  to  prosecute  these 
repairs  during  the  next  year,  has  already  been  submitted. 

Boad  from  Detroit  to  Ckieago^  Michigan, — The  con- 
tracts  entered  into  last  year  for  the  construction  of  27 
miles  of  this  road, beginning  at  the  105th,  and  terminating 
at  the  133d  mile  from  Detroit,  including  the  erection 
of  bridges  over  Cold  Water  river.  Flag  creek,  Swan 
creek,  and  Prairie  river,  have,  in  most  instances,  been 
complied  with;  and  the  work  provided  for  by  the  whole 
of  the  contracts,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been 
executed,  had  not  many  of  the  contractors  been  called 
upon,  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  to  march  to- 
wards the  seat  of  the  late  Indian  disturbances.  These 
contractors  are  at  present,  however,  actively  engaged  in 
fulfilling  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  and  no  doubts  are 
entertained  of  the  completion  of  their  engagements 
vitiiin  the  present  fall.  An  estimate  of  the  funds  ne- 
cessary to  complete  this  road  as  far  as  the  northern  boun- 
dary line  of  Indiana,  has  been  submitlrd. 

Boad  from  La  Fltiieanee  Bay  to  the  Detroit  and  Chicago 
Boad,  Michigan. — The  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  4(h  July  last,  which  provides  for 
the  location  of  this  road,  having  accomplished  the  object 
of  their  commission,  and  furnished  their  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  plat,  field  notes,  and  an  estimate  of  con- 
structing this  road,  an  officer  has  been  directed  to  super- 
intend its  construction,  with  instructions  to  place  that 
portion  of  it  included  between  the  bay  and  Tecamseh 
under  contract,  with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible. 
The  accounts  rendered  by  the  commissioners,  as  well  as 
their  report,  show  that  the  amount  of  expenditures  on 
account  of  tlie  location  exceeds  the  sum  appropriated  for 
that  object  by  $608  76\  which  excess  has  been  advanced 
by  the  commissioners  under  the  expectation  that  Con* 
greas  will  relieve  them  by  an  additional  appropriation  of 
that  amount.  As  an  examination  of  the  accounts  shows 
that  no  unnecessary  expenses  were  incurred,  this  amount 
is  accordingly  embraced  in  the  estimate  already  furnished. 

Boad  from  Detroit  to  Saganaw,  iVicArgim.— Contracts 
have  been  entered  into  for  the  construction  of  this  road 
ts  far  as  the  fifty-seventh  mile  from  Detroit,  ineluding 
the  erection  of  bridges  over  the  Thread  and  the  Flint 
riv«rt,  the  former  on  the  fiRy -eighth,  and  the  latter  on 
the  sixtieth  mile.  An  estimate  for  the  continuation  of 
this  road  has  been  mibmitted. 

Boad  from  Detroit  to  the  mouth  of  Grand  Biver, — The 
commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  4th  July  last,  in  reference  to  this  road,  are  now  en- 
gaged  in  making  its  location. 

Boad  from  Detr*tU  to  fhrt  Qratiot,  Miehigan.^The  lo- 


cation  of  this  road  having  been  changed  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  granted  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d  July  last, 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  continuing  its  construc- 
tion, by  contract,  as  fiv  as  Black  river,  which  is  joat  be- 
low Fort  Gratiot.  The  funds  available  for  this  toad  are 
sufficient  for  its  completion,  which  will  be  accomplished 
in  the  course  of  the  coming  year. 

No  funds  having  been  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  14th  July  last,  in  reference  to  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  meet  the  expenses  incident 
to  making  the  observations  and  examinations  necessary  to 
determine  the  lines  specified  in  that  law,  nothing  further 
could  be  done  than  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the  funds 
that  will  be  necessary;  to  designate  an  officer  for  the 
performance  of  the  service;  and  to  prepare  the  proper 
instruments.    The  estimate  luis  been  submitted. 

BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  a  report  has  been  received 
from  the  Board  of  Engineer^  stibnutting  a  summaiy  of 
their  operations  during  the  preceding  year,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  objects  to  which  it  was  conceived  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  service  that  their  attention  sitould  be 
next  directed,  which  was  submitted  to  Congress  at  its 
List  session.  In  addition  to  this,  the  aasistant  engineer 
having  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  aite  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
and  of  the  inland  passage  between  the  Saint  John's  arid 
Saint  Mary's,  has  furnished  projects  for  the  preservation 
of  the  former,  and  for  completing  the  improvement  of 
the  latter.  His  report  on  the  communication  between 
the  Saint  John'f*  and  Saint  Mary's  is  herewith  transmitted. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  who  attended  the 
last  generaf  examination  of  this  institution,  affords  une« 
quivocal  evidence  that  its  affairs  continue  to  be  conduct, 
ed  in  the  moat  able  and  efficient  manner.  That  report 
accompanies  this  communication,  and,  in  calling  vour  at- 
tention to  it,  1  would  respectfully  recommend,  tor  your 
consideration,  the  sug^stion  of  the  Board  in  reference 
to  the  modifications  in  its  organization,  and  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  additional  building  which  experience  1ms 
shown  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  wants  of  that  institu- 
tion. It  was  not  in  my  power  to  nudce  an  inspection  of 
the  academy  during  the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  in- 
cessant engagement  with  the  business  of  my  office. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 

To  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business  in  this  office, 
and  diminish  Its  contingent  expenses,  I  would  suggest 
that  a  provision  be  recommended  for  extending  the  Crank- 
ing privilege  to  the  chief  engineer. 

The  embarrassments  under  which  the  Engineer  De- 
partment has  labored  in  its  efforts  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  have  been  assigned  to  it  within  the  last  year,  com- 
pel me  sgain  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  an 
mcrease  of  the  corps  of  engineers.  Although  urgent  ne> 
cessity  has  long  existed  for  the  adoption  of  some  measure 
by  u'liich  the  means  of  the  department  would  be  enlaig- 
ed  to  a  degree  commensurate  with  its  duties,  yet  this  ne- 
cessity has  never  been  so  great  as  at  the  present  time,  as 
must  have  appeared  in  the  courae  of  the  preceding  part 
of  this  report. 

It  has  been  seen  that,  in  consequence  of  the  special 
provisions  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last  session  oi  Con- 
gress, officers  of  engineers  were  withdrawn  from  the 
superintendence  of  fortifications,  to  be  placed  in  charge 
of  the  national  road  east  and  west  of  the  Ohio  river,  and 
for  other  objects  not  immediately  connected  with  the 
national  defence;  thus  greatly  impairing  the  efficiency  of 
the  corps  for  military  purposes,  and  imposing  upon  the 
department,  in  consequence,  the  necessity  of  suspending 
operations  at  works  previously  oommencrd/  and  of  post- 


APPENDIX— To  Gala  8f  JSeatotCt  Register. 


33 


Report  of  iht  Seertiary  of  the  Trtaaury* 


{^2Cl  Cose.  2d  Sxn. 


poning  those  for  the  oommencement  of  othen  which  are 
provided  Fur  by  bw.  Thus  circunistaneed^  it  m  due  Ao 
that  part  of  the  public  interest*  entrusted  to  the  care  of 
this  Departmen%  tluit  I  should  now  earnestly  recommend 
fi>r  your  consideration  a  meaatire  whieb  has  been  so  fre- 
quent!)'urged  by  your  predecesnors  upon  the  favorable 
notice  of  Congress.  The  increase  which  ia  proposed  as 
being  equal  to  subserve  the  wants  of  the  service,  and  to 
ensure  an  efficient  and  beneficial  discbarge  of  tlie  duties 


referred  to  this  Dc*parlnien%  )%  that  suggested  by  yeur 
immediate  predecGiSor,  in  his  report  upon  this  subject  to 
the  House  of  Hepresentattres,  ortlie  I3ib  January,  1831, 
to  which  i  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  GKATtOT,  Brig,  Gen. 

Chief  Engineer* 

The  lion.  Law  is  Cass,  Susrtiar^  (/  War* 


■■«■ 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 


In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  tho  **  Act   supplementary  to  tlie  act  to  eUabtisli  tli«  Tnasury  Department,** 
the  Secretary  of  tho  'lYeasury  respectfully  submits  the  IbUowing  Report: 

I.  OF  TUB  PUBLIC  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  all  sources,  during  the  year  1S30,  wem     *  »-  #24,844,116  5t 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  year,  incfuding  payments  on  account  of  the  publk  debt,  were,    g4, 385, 381  SJ 


The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1831,  was 
The  recv-'ipts  from  all  sources^  during  tlie  year  1831,  were, 

Via. 
Customs,  ---.---- 

Lands.  ---.---- 

Dividentls  on  Bank  Stuck,  ---.-.- 

Incidental  Receipts,  ...... 

First  und  second  instalment  under  the  Convention  with  Denmsrk, 


28,526,820  8? 


t24,s24.44i  rr 

3,210,815  48 
490,000  00 
152,314  04 
449,249  53 


Making,  with  the  balance*,  an  aggregate  of         -  •-  -  <>- 

The  Expenditures  for  the  same  year  were,  ^  .  -.  . 

Viz. 
Civil  List,  Foreign  Interpimrse,  and  M.scelluneoii9,           -            -  - 
Military  Service,  including  fortifications,  ordnance,   Indian  affairs,  pensions,  arm- 
ing the  militia,  and  internul  improvements,                >            -  -^       - 
Naval  Service,  including  the  graduul  improvement  of  the  Navv,  - 
Public  Debt,                     -            -            -.           -            -      "     - 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  of  - 

The  Receipts  into  ihe  Tre^sur},  during  the  fintt  three  quarters  of  the  present  ycaf. 


^4,541,360  57 
30,038,446  X% 


^,064»646  10 

6,943,238  73 

3,856,183  07 

16.174,378  22 


14,502,914  45 


are  ebti muled  at 
Viz. 
Customs,  - 

Lands,  - 

Bank  Dividends, 
Incidental  Receipts, 


^23,918,659  51 


f 2 1, 730,7 17  ^9 

1,610,130  18 

490,000  00 

C7,811  34 


Th£  receipts  for  tlie  fourtit  quarter,  including  tlve  third  instalment  of  the  Danish 
Indemnity,  are  estimated  at  ..*... 


r,834,(Kx»  oa 


Making  the  total  estimated  receipts  of  the  year,  ..... 

And,  with  the  balaoee  an  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  forming  an  aggregate  of         -         .  - 
The  expenditures  fur  the  fira  three  quarters  oftlie  present  year  are  estimated  at  f  23,868,691  81 

Viz. 
Civil  L'-st.  Foreign  Intercourse,  and  ^liacellaneous,  -  |3«^63,955  42 

Military  Service,  including  Fortifications,  Ordnance,  Indian  Af 
fairs.  Pensions,  Arming  the  Militia,  and  IiUernai  Improve- 
mcnta,  ....  -  5,655,280  52 

Naval  Service,  inchftding  the  gmdual  improireiDent  of  the  Navy,      3,213,597  98 
public  Debt,  -  .  .  .  .  11.335,857  89 


f31, 752,650  5t 
$36,254^^3  M 


The  expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  including  £6, 744, 199  S^t  on  accouDt 
of  tlie  public  debt,  are  estimated,  on  data  furnished  by  the  respective  De. 
^partments,«t  •  .  ^  .  .  ..  ^ 


il0»742,774  S2 


Making  the  total  estimated  es;peaditures  of  the  year,  *-  «.  . 

And  leaving  in  the  Trea*iry  on  the  Ist  of  January,  18i3.  an  eatasted  l^lMiee,  i 
Danish  Intlemnily,  of  ->  -  —  -  ~  •  . 


the 


#34,611,466  03 
#1,644.107  93 


This  baUoM,  however,  includeathe  funds  estimatod  at  81,400,000,  hetetofefe  i«potf etf  br  tliia  Demrtment  at 
not  effective. 

Tlie  appropriations  remaining  unsatislled  at  the  «kiM  of  Hm  y«ar  «re  «itiiMt«d  ftl  |6»308,42t  25{  but,  of  thii 

amount,  it  is  estimated  by  the  proper  Departmcnts*- 

V«L.  IX.— E 
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1.  That  the  sum  of  15,475,202  26  only  will  be  required  for  the  objects  for  which  they  were  appropriated. 

2.  Tliat  the  sum  of  f  652,1  i/8  27  will  not  be  required,  and  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  an  excess  of  appro* 
priation,  and  is  proposed  to  be  applied,  witliout  being*  pe-approprialed,  in  aid  of  the  service  of  the  year  1833,  as 
will  more  fully  appear  when  the  estimates  of  the  appropriations  for  that  year  are  presented. 

3.  Tliat  the  sum  of  $131,020  72  will  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  either  because  the  objecU  for  which  it 
was  appropriated  are  completed,  or' because  these  snoneys  will  not  be  required  for,  or  can  no  long^  be  applied 
to  them. 

Il(  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  public  debt  during  the  year  1832,  will  amount,  as  has  been 

already  shown,  to  --^«-««_  $18,080,057  46 

Of  which  there  will  have  been  applied  to  tlie  payment  of  principal,  -  $17,302,410  82 

And  to  interest,  -  -  -  -  ^  ^  777,646  64 

Of  this  sum,  all  over  the  annual  appropriation  often  nuUiuns  of  dollars  will  have  been  applied,  with  the  President's 
sanction,  under  tlie  discretionary  authority  granted  by  tl)e  act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1830. 

The  stocks  which  will  have  been  redeemed,  by  the  application  of  this  sum,  during  the  year,  are  as  follows: 
The  residue  of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock,  issued  under  the  act  of  the  24th  of  May,  1824^ 

being  the  last  of  the  stock,  issued  for  the  purchase  of  Floi  ida,  ...  $1,739,524  01 

The  whole  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  issued  under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790,  being  the 

last  ofthe  funded  debt  of  the  revolution.  .  .  ^  .  -  _  13,296^705  76 

One  half  the  exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent  stock,  issued  under  tbe  act  of  26th  May,  1824^        2,227,363  97 
And  the  whole  of  the  exchanged  five  per  cent,  stopk,  issued  under  the  apt  of  20th  April,  1822,  S6,704  77 

Which  two  last  mentioned  stocks  are  parts  of  the  debt  arising  out  ofthe  late  war. 
Also  certain  portions  of  the  old  registered  debt,  which  have  been  presented  for  payment,  being 

part  of  the  unfunded  debt  ofthe  revolution,         -  -  -  -  .  *.  237  84 

The  whole  of  the  pubfic  debt,  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  several  loans^  the  United  Ssites  have  a  rig^it  to  redeem 
up  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  will  have  been  then  paid  ofT^makiitg  the  entire  sum  of  about  fif\y<«ight  millions  of 
dollars,  applied  to  the  debt  since  the  4th  of  March,*  1829. 
On  the  1st  of  January  next,  the  public  debt  will  be  reduced  to         *  ^  -  -  97,001,698  83 

Viz. 
t.  TIiefumTed'dcbt  amounts  to      -  -  -  -  ^  *.  $6,962,660  28 

Consisting  of  the  five  per  cents,  issued  under  the  act  of  the  3d  of 

March,  1821,  and  redeemable  after  the  1st  of  January  1835,      $4,735,296  50 
And  the  residue  of  tlie  exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cents. 

issued  under  the  act  ofthe  26th  of  May,  1824,  and  redeenui- 

ble  after  the  31at  of  December,  1833,      -  -  -  2,227,363  98 

2.  The  unfunded  debt  amounting  to  ^  -  -  -  ^  f39,Q38  55 

Consisting  of  the  registered  debt,  being  claims  registered  prior 
to  the  vear  1798,  for  services  and  supplies  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,      ^  ^  -  -  -  -  -  $27,602  46 

Treasury  notes,  issued  during  the  late  war,  -  -  -      7,116  00 

And  Misikissippi  Stocks     ------      4,320  09 

These  three  last  sums,  composing  the  unfunded  debt,  are  payable  on  the  presentation  ofthe  certificates. 

After  the  1st  of  January  next,  no  part  of  the  public  debt,  except  the  remaining  fragments  of  the  unlun  Jed  debt, 
of  which  only  small  portions  are  occasionally  presented,  will  be  redeemable  before  the  following  year:  and,  though 
there  will  be  in  the  Treasury,  during  the  year,  ample  means  to  discharge  tlje  whole  debt,  they  can  be  applied  oi»ly 
to  the  purchase  of  stock  at  the  market  price.  It  is  now  manifest,  that,  if  the  Rank  shares  had  been  8o\d,  and  the 
proceeds  applied  to  this  object,  the  entire  debt  might,  in  this  manner,  have  been  extinguished  within  the  present 
year.  But  it  is^  nevertheless,  pleasing  to  reflect,  that,  after  the  present  year,  it  may  be  considered  as  only  a  nomi- 
nal debt;  as  the  Bank  shares,  which  have  been  actually  paid  for  Within  the  last  four  years,  by  the  redemption  ofthe 
stock  siibseribcd  for  then^  are  greater  in  value  than  the  whole  amount  of  that  debt:  and  the  debt  itself  erases  to 
be  a  burthen,  inasmuch  as  the  dividends  derived  from  tlie  Bank  shares  yield  more  to  the  Treasury  than  will  be  re- 
quired to  pay  the  interest.  The  debt  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  substantially  extinguished  after  the  first  of 
January  next;  which  is  earlier  than  was  looked  for  under  the  mOst  prosperous  and  economical  udministratioii  of  oar 
affairs  that  could  have  been  anticipated.  It  will,  nevertheless,  be  gratifying  to  the  national  pride,  that  every  tiling 
having  even  the  appearance  of  debt  should  cease;  and  mesiures  wiH' therefore  be  adopted  to  invite  the  early  pre- 
sentation of  all  the  outstanding  stock.*),  that  they  may  be  paid  off  as  fast  as  the  means  are  received,  and  the  evidences 
of  the  public  debt  finally  cancelled.  It  will  be  a  )>roud  day  for  the  AmeHttan  people,  wiien,  to  all  these  honorable 
characteristics,  which  have  rendered  their  career  some  morable  among  nations,  they  shall  add  the  rare  happifless 
of  being  a  nation  without  debt. 

III.  OF  THE  ESTIMATES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1S33. 

The  statement  idready  presented,  shows  that  the  receipts  from  Customs,  during  the  present  year,  uill  exceed  th^ 
estimate  submitted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.     It  is  true  that  duties  to  a  considerable  amount  received  in  this 
year,  will  hereafter  be  returned-under  the  18th  section  of  tho  aetof  4he  14th  of  July  last,  for  altering  the  dultes  on 
imports.    But,  as  those  duties  are  not. to  be  relMrnedjiinfil  after  U)e4d  oC  Mcrcb  next,  anti  as  in  ihe  mean  tune  tlicy 
will  be  available  means  in  the  Treasury,  they  will  be  so  treated,  and  the  probable  HmoutU  q£  tUein  will  be  deducted 
from  the  estimated  amount  of  llie  duties  receivable  in  1833. 

.  l<iotiKi^lA^iiMr&^^«w*Uy  1*^1(0  ("^P^^^^ns^  ^^1*  those  of  1832  bav^  also  b«en  Iarge-*beiii|ir  ««(<n^^ed* 
for  the  yea^  ending 'on  the  *30th  of  September  last,  at  gl00,652,677  in  value.  The  exports  have  somewhat  cx- 
sfecled  tlivpe  diiritig  th^  si^ne  nerM  in  1831-*b(eii»g  tMiniftt«|.ftt  Wi0^7i94a  to  valite  i  of  which  ^i»0r4!,815  were 
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of  domestic,  and  $23,963,128  of  foreign  articlcft.    Tliese  results  are  not  only  satisfactory  in  reference  to  their  conn 
nexion  with  the  finances,  but  as  in<licating  a  prosperous  condition  of  coipmerce. 

The  duties  which  accrued  during  llie  firU  ll^ree  quarters  of  tlic  present  year  arc  estimated  at  124,505,000,  and 
those  for  the  fouith  quarter  at  $4,891,000.  Tliough  the  proceeds  of  these  duties  will  form  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  customs  during  the  year  1833,  yet  it  is  to  be  observed,  tliat,  as  tiie  terms  of 
credit  will  be  much  shortened  on  importations  subsequent  to  the  3d  March  next,  a  'greater  portion  of  the  duiie^ 
accruing  within  tlieyear  will  be  received  in  that  year  than  heretofore.  At  the  same  time,  the  bonds  given  on  picvi- 
ous  importations,  at  the  present  terms  of  credit,  will  continue  to  fall  due  as  before  \  and  the  combined  operation  ut 
these  two  causes  will  increase  the  proportion  which  the  actual  receipts  within  the  year  will  bear  to  the  accruing  du« 
ties,  relatively  both  to  past  and  future  years. 

From  data  in  possession  of  ilie  Department,  it  is  estimated  that  the  dutie»  which  will  be  returned  out  of  the  rc« 
venue  of  1833,  after  the  3(1  of  March  next,  upon  merchandise  deposited  under  the  ISth  section.of  the  act  of  the  Uth 
of  July  last,  may  be  estimated  at  $2,500,000.  Though  these  data  are  necessarily  in  a  great  degree  conjectural, 
they  are  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  in  the  present  estimate.  It  is  proper  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  if  a 
broa;ler  operation  be  given  by  Congress  to  the  provisions  of  that  section  Uian  it  has  received  at  the  Department,  the 
amount  will  be  proporiionably  increased. 

A  considerable  reduction,  estimated  at  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  filty  thousand  dollars,  from  the  amount  re- 
ceivable from  customs  in  the  present  year,  has  also  resulted  from  the  refunding  of  duties  heretofore  collected,  and 
perhaps  an  equal  amount  from  the  cancelling  of  bonds,  falling  due  on  rail-road  iron,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  last 
session.  But  as  this  has  consisted  in  part  <^  the  drawback  of  duties  taken  in  previous  years^  the  ameunt  foru)8  no 
criterion  for  the  future. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  actual  receipts  from  public  lands  during  the  present  year  will  fall  much  short  of  the 
estimate  presented  at  the  last  session.  The  sales  t»ere  necessarily  affected  by  the  extensive  measures  adopted  in  . 
the  Western  and  Northwestern  country  to  expel  the  recent  Indian  incursions.  Owing,  also,  to  the  want  of  the  re- 
turns of  surveys  and  plats,  which  the  Surveyors  General  found  themselves  unable  to  supply,  lands  expected  to  have 
been  sold  were  nut  brought  into  market.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  receipts  from  tlUs  source  will  be  some- 
what larger  next  year. 

According  to  tiie  best  judgment  the  Department  is  able  to  form  on  the  subject,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
from  all  sources,  during  liie  year  1833,  may  be  estimated  at     -  -  -  -  -      $24,0Qg,0Q0  00 

Viz.  ■ 

Customs,         ----------  $21,000,000 

Public  Lands,  --------  2,500,OJ0 

Bank  dividends,  and  incidental  and  miscellaneous  receipts,  of  all  other  kinds,     -  500,000     • 

Tiie  expenditures  for  the  year  1833,  for  all  objects  othei   than  the  reimbursement  of  the  Public 

Debt,  are  estimated  at---------       17,638,^7  35 

Viz. 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  an^  miscellaneous,  -  -  -  -         3,045,361  70 

Military  service,  including  fortifications,  ordnance,  Indian  affaii-s,  penaons,  armmg  the 

noilitia,  and  internal  improvements,  -  ^  -  -  —         6,878,790.  09 

Revolutionary  pension,  under  the  act  of  tlie  7th  of  June,  1832,  includuig  arrearage 

from  the  4th  of  March,  1831,  in  oases  in  which  payment  has  not  been  made,  4,000,000  00 

Naval  service,  --------  3,377,429  38 

Interest  on  the  Public  Debt,    -------  336,996  18 

During  the  year  1833,  however,  the  moneys  which  have  been  received  in  the  Treasury  from  Den- 
mark, within  tlie  two  last  and  present  years*  for  the  payment  oi  tlie  indemnities  due  to  American 
citizens  under  the  Convention,  will  be  payable,  estimated  at  -  -  -  -.  694,000  00 

Which,  added  to  the  expenditures,  will  make  the  aggregate  charge  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  year^ 

exclusive  of  reimbursement  of  the  Public  Debt,         -  -  -  *  "*  -        18,332,577  35 

In  the  year  1833,  the  first  instalment  payable  under  the  Convention  with  France,  for  indemnities  to  American  citi* 
zcns,  will  also  be  received  into  tlie  Treasury,  though  it  will  form  no  part  of  the  disposable  mcMis. 

Taking  an  average  of  the  importations  for  the  last  six  years  as  a  probable  criterion  of  the  ordinary  impertationa  for 
some  years  to  come,  the  revenue  from  customs^  at  the  rates  of  duty  payable  af\er  the  3d  March  next,  may  be  estimated 
at  eighteen  millions  annually.  The  public  lanos»  bank  dividends,  and  other  incidental  receipts  may  be  estimated  «l 
three  million!> — makhig  an  aggregate  revenue  of  about  twenty-one  millions  a  year.  In  the  last  annual  report  on  the 
state  of  the  finances,  the  probable  expenses  for  all  objects  other  tlum  the  public  debt,  were  estimated  at  fifteen  mil- 
lions.    This  is  still  believed  to  be  a  fair  estimate^  and,  if  ao,  there  will  be  an  annual  surplus  of  six  million*  of  dollars. 

Still  firmly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  reasons  then  presented  for  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Guvcrnment,  I  am  again  urged  by  a  sense  of  duly  to  suggest  that  a  further  reduction  of  six  millions  of  dollars  be  made^ 
to  lake  cficct  after  tl>e  year  183^.  Wlkethsr  that  shalj  consist  altogether  of  a  diminution  of  the  duties  on  imports^  or 
])urtly  of  a  rehnquishinent  of  the  public  lands  as  a  source  of  revenue,  as  then  suggested,  it  will  be  for  the  wisdom  «/ 
Congress  to  determine. 

Without  adverting,  in  unnecessary  details,  to  the  considerations  in  favor  of  lessening  the  existing  duties,  wliich  1 
had  the  honor  to  present,  as  well  in  the  last  annual  report,  as  in  that  called  for  by  special  resolutioaa  of  the  House 
of  liepreseutatives,  1  deem  it  proper  to  observe,  tliat  in  my  own  mind  these  considerations  have  lost  none  of  tlieir 
furce,  but  luive  derived  new  weiglii  from  subsequent  ri-fiection. 

The  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  institutions  uuder  which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  make  us  a  great  and  prosper* 
ous  nation;  the  few  objects— and  those  of  a  general  nature — to  which  the  powers  of  tlie  Federal  Government  can 
be  appropriately  applicdj  and  the  great  diversity  of  interests,  whicli,  from  their  local  and  geographical  position^ 
prevail  in  the  s^-voral  States  composing  the  Union,  imperiously  require  tltat  the  amount  of  the  public  expenditure 
btiouUl  be  regulated  by  a  prudent  economy,  and  tluit  no  greater  amount  of  revenue  sho^jM  be  collected  from  t)^ 
p<rople  Uian  may  be  necessary  for  jiuch  a  scale  of  expenditure. 
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Report  nf  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeaeury. 


The  main  purpose  of  tftxation  by  the  General  Gorern* 
anent,  accordin;^  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  undoubt- 

Sdly  it  to  pay  the  debu  and  to  provide  for  the  common 
efence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Union,  by  the  means 
confided  to  Congrress.  It  is  freely  admitted  that  thin  p«»w- 
cr  may  and  ottght  tn  be  directly  exerted  to  counteract  fo 
fefgn  1e|;ialtttion  injiirioiis  to  ottr  own  enterprise,  ami  in- 
cidentalfy  to  protect  our  oirn  imitistry,  more  especially 
those  branches  ••  necessary  to  preserve  within  ourselves 
tiie  mrans  of  national  defence  ^nd  independence.**  And, 
although^  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  either  case  must 
necessarily  depend  upon  the  cause  which  may  call  it 
forth,  the  powers  of  taxation  imposing  large  and  prrma- 
nent  burthens  for  the  encouragemc^nt  nf  particular  classrs 
cannot  be  exercised — and  by  stendrr  majorities— consist- 
ently with  a  proper  regard  to  the  equal  rights  of  all:  and 
it  b  not  to  be  concealed  that  a  permanent  system  of  high 
protecting  duties  directly  tends  to  build  up  favored  classes 
ultinmtely  prejudicial  to  the  safety  of  the  State. 

Deeply  impressed  with    these  reflections,  which  are 
now  rendered  more  urgent,  by  the  reduced  and  limited 
demands  of  the  public   service,  I  had  t!ie  honor,  ut  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  to  recommend  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  to  the  reyenue  standard.     The  force  of  these  and 
similar  considerations,  and  of  that  recommendation,  may 
be  supposed  to  have  received,  at  that  time,  the  sanction 
of  Congress,  and  to  have  formed  a  motive  of  tlie  act  of 
the  14lh  of  July  Iast(  notwithstanding  it  was  not  then 
deemed  practicable  fully  to  a<lopt  the  recommendation  of 
the  Department.     By  that  act,  however,  besides  the  posi- 
tive reduction  both  in  the  rate  and  in  the  amount  of  iluty, 
the  expediency  of  adapting  the  revenue  to  the  t'X|}eiuli- 
ture,  and   of  equalizing  the  public  burthens,  was,  to  a 
great  extent,  acknowledged^  and  the  oppressive  system 
of  minimums  was,  for  the  most  part,  abolished.     By  that 
act  also,  those  articles  principally  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance and  clotliing  of  the   laborers  of  (he  South  and 
Southwest  were,  to  a  certain  degrie,  relieved}  and,  both 
by  its  direct  enactments,and  as  incident  to  its  m:iin  scope, 
it  encouraged  anjncreased  consumption  of  such  articles 
as  depended  for  their  fabrication  upon  the  raw  materials 
and  productions  of  the  South.    To  extend  and  improve 
the  demand  for  those  productions,  by  substituting,  as  far 
as  practicable  ^  in  general  use,  cotton  fabrics  fur  those 
maae  of  materials  TrtMH  other  countries,  was  not  an  unim- 
portant object  of  the  bin  presented  from  this  Department. 
In  the  reduction  then  recommendetl,  the  necessity  of 
adapting  the  proposed  changes  to  the  8;tftty  of  existing 
establishments,  raised  up  undjr  the  auspices  nf  past  le- 
gislation, and  deeply  involving'the  Interests  of  large  por- 
ti'^ns  of  the  Union,  was  distinctly    recognised;  and  it  is 
lAill  deemed  to  be  not  less  imperious,  in  the  further  chan- 
ges which  maybe  considered  expedient.  Such  necessity, 
however,  arises  rather  from  a  just  and  prudent  regard  to 
the  rights  and  interests   of  the  whole  community,  than 
•lh>m  any  abaolttte  pledge  of -the  national   faith,  uncon- 
trolled by  circumstances.     1^  principles*of  our  republi- 
«an  institutions  discountenance  any  system  of  leg^'slation 
not  in  the  nature  of  a  compact,  inciependent  of  the  popu 
tar  will,  tending  to  defeat  the  action  of  the  constituent 
4ipon  the  representative,  and  to  exclude  the  operation  of 
clianges  in  tne  condition  of  public  afliiirs,  or  in  public  opi- 
nion, upon  the  naltonaf  councils.     In  this,  as  in  all  other 
instances,  the  causes  which  call  for  the  legislative  action 
must  determine  its  duration;  and  that  legislation,  espe- 
etaliy,  which  confers  favors  upon  pait  cukir  clashes,  has 
no  other  claim  to  permanence  than  Its  tendency  to  ail- 
vance  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  whole. 

To  aid  American  enterprise  in  every  branch  of  labor, 
and,  by  seasonable  enc  niragemeiit,  to  foster  and  pre- 
aerve  within  ourselves  the  means  of  national  defence  and 
independence,  le<l  to  the  protective  system  in  the  infan- 
cy of  the  Government.    To  counteract  the  policy  and 


rivalry  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  prevent  their  prejudi- 
cial influence  upon  American  iiKlustryi  to  indemnify 
the  latter  against  the  superior  skill,  and  capital,  and 
cheapness  of  labor  in  older  and  more  experienced  coun- 
tries, and  to  succor  American  capital,  which  the  events 
of  tlte  late  war  had  devoted  to  manufacturing  employ* 
ments,  recommended  an  occasional  extension  of  that  po- 
licy which  has  been  liberally  enjoyed  by  the  manufactu- 
ring clusses  since  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July,  1789.  In 
the  course  of  that  time,  however,  the  capital  and  resotiN 
c8s  (if  the  cotintr}*  have  augmented  in  a  ratio  beyond  the 
expectations  and  h  »pes  of  the  most  sanguine.  American 
enterprise  and  ingenuity  arc,  ever}* where,  proverbially 
the  objecis  of  admimtiim,  and  in  many  branches  m^n- 
t»in,  without  extraordinary  aid,  a  successful  competition 
with  those  of  other  rations.  By  the  abundance  of  pro- 
visions in  the  United  ^tates,  and  the  surprising  increase 
of  population,  the  wide-spread  facilities  of  water-pow-, 
er,  the  improvements  as  well  in  personal  skill  as  in  ma- 
chinery of  all  kinds,  and  the  general  advancement  and 
diffusion  of  all  the  lights  of  arts  And  science,  and  the  re- 
duction of  duty  both  on  the  raw  material  and  other  arti- 
cles of  consumption,  the  cost  of  labor  and  production 
have  not  only  been  lessened,  but  in  a  great  measure 
equalized;  ai>d,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  not  per- 
ceived that  there  can  now  exist  the  same  necessity  for 
high  protecting  duties  as  that  which  was  consulted  in  our 
past  legislation.  To  perpetuate  a  system  of  encourage- 
ment, grtjwing  out  of  a  different  state  of  things,  would 
be  to  confer  advantages  upon  the  manufacturing  «  hich 
are  not  enjoyed  bv  any  other  branch  of  labor  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  convert  the  favcjr  and  bounty  of  the 
Government  into  permanent  obligations  of  right — acquir- 
ing strength  in  proportion  to  their  continuance. 

it  u'dl  be  conceded  that  when  the  fair  rate  of. prtifit 
attendant  upon  the  sagacious  employment  of  capital  in 
the  United  States,  is  satibfactorily  ascertained,  it  may  be 
wise  so  far  to  protect  any  important  branch  against  the 
injuiiotis  effects  of  foreign  tivalry,  as  may  be  necessary  to 
preserve  for  it  the  same  rate  of  profit  as  is  enjoyed  by 
others.  If,  however,  by  protective  legislation,  or  other, 
wise,  the  proprietor  of  an  actual  capital  shall  be  enabled 
to  employ  it  in  manufkctures  ss  advantageously  and  pri>- 
fttably  as  in  any  other  branch  of  labor,  all  things  consi- 
derecl,  he  couhl  not  reasonably  demand  more.  The  rate 
of  protection  which  should  enable  manufiicturing  labor, 
conducted  upon  borrowed  capital,  to  indemnify  the 
len\h:r,and,  in  addition,|to  realize  the]rtgnUr  rate  of  pro- 
fit for  itself,  would  not  merely  confer  undue  favor  upon 
the  manufacturer,  at  the  expense  of  every  other  em  ploy  t. 
ment,  but  bring  the  influence  of  t!)e  capitalist  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  general  mass  of  the  people.  U  might 
even  be  apprehended  that  by  such  means  there  would 
be  an  accumulation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  particular 
classes,  strong  enough  to  control  the  Government  itself. 
If  these  observations  are  entitled  to  respect,  little  doubt 
is  entertained  that  in  a  tariff  framed  on  proper  principles^ 
the  Induction  of  six  millions,  now  recommended,  may  for 
the  most  part  be  made  upon  those  commonly  denomi- 
nated protected  articles,  without  prejudice  to  the  rea- 
sonable claims  of  existing  establishments. 

Hy  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July  last,  tlic  anomaly  in  the 
tarifTuf  the  United  States,  by  which  heavy  and  b'trtiien- 
some  duties  were  imposed  upon  the  raw  materiaLs  *"^ 
especially  upon  the  article  of  wool,  was  continued;  and 
the  necessity  was  thereby  created  of  retaining  upwi  the 
mantifaclure\I  article  a  higher  degree  of  protection  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  necessary.     An  adherence  to 
this  anomaly,  instead  of  equalizing  the  burth.ns  of  tlic 
peoplir,  augments  that  of  the  coiutumer  hy  increasing  the 
number  of  favored  chisses.     Proper  attention  to  the  faci- 
lity and  cheapness  of  producing,  and  the  amount  actually 
prodcrced,  oi  the  raw  material  in  the  United  States,  and 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  SeatonfM  Regitter. 

Bepart  offkt  Secrttary  oftht  Treasury. 


37 


[22d  CoKG.  2d  Skss. 


an  examination  of  the  information  collected  by  this  De- 
partment, and  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
at  their  last  session,  will  show,  that,  in  tlie  extension  of 
manufactures,  and  in  the  augmentation  of  a  sure  market, 
the  producer  of  the  raw  material  has  long  since  been  in  a 
condition  to  dispense  with  a  great  portion  of  the  protec- 
tion heretofore  afforded,  f^y  the  same  information  it  will 
appear,  that,  by  relieving  the  manufacturer  from  the  bur- 
then of  the  high  duty  upon  the  raw  material,  the  existing 
duties  may  be  very  materially  reduced  and  gradually  re- 
moved, consistently  with  a  just  regard  to  the  interests 
which  have  so  long  enjoyea  the  aqyantages  of  the  pro- 
tective system. 

By  these  considerations,  and  the  proud  and  gratifying 
fact  that  there  no  linger  exists  any  public  debt  requiring 
the  present  amount  of  revenue  af^er  the  ensuing  year,  the 
question  is  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  whether  they 
will  continue  to  raise  from  the  people  of  the  United 
States  six  millions  of  dollars  annually,  beyond  any  demand 
for  the  public  service;  that  favors,  which  have  been  so 
long  enjoyed,  and  which  may  soon  be  dispensed  with, 
without  detriment  to  the  national  safety  or  independence, 
may  be  indefinitely  continued. 

Tlie  undersigned  is  duly  sensible  that  the  decision  of 
this  question  belongs  properly  to  Congress.  7'he  duty, 
however,  enjoined  on  him  by  the  laws,  to  digest  and  pre- 
pare plans  for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the 
revenue,  and  for  the  support  of  public  credit,  not  less 
than  the  deep  solicitude  he  feeU  for  the  safety  of  our 
common  country,  have  urged  him  to  present  it,  with  his 
own  rtflectionii,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

Id  the  decision  of  this  question,  the  present  crisis  in 
the  United  States,  pregnant  with  the  deepest  interest, 
must  have  its  weight — an  interest  arising  not  so  much 
from  an  apprehension  of  weakness  in  the  laws,  or  of  ina- 
bility to  execute  them,  as  from  a  universal  conviction, 
tiiroughout  a  large  portion  of  the  Union,  of  the  necessity 
of  a  change,  and  of  the  propriety  of  paying  a  reasonable 
deference  to  that  opinion.  The  harmony  and  brotherly 
affection  of  the  citizens  of  different  parts  of  thisg^eat  Ue- 
public,  if  not  the  preservation  of  the  Union  itself,  appeal 
to  the  patriot  and  statesman  for  the  exercise  of  their  high- 
est qualities,  in  regulating  the  burthens  4)f  the  people 
consistently  with  the  equal  rights  of  all,  and  in  rendering 
the  laws  not  less  free  and  equal  than  the  institutions 
under  which  they  are  enacted.  Tiie  occasion  invokes  the 
spirit  of  liberal  concession  and  compromise  which  laid  the 
foundations  of  our  inestimable  Union;  and,  on  such  an 
occasion,  patriotism  requires  that  no  one  interest  sliould 
exact  more  than  may  be  consistent  with  the  welfare  of 
the  whole. 

Such  an  appeal  comes  with  force  to  all,  but,  in  an  es- 
sential manner,  may  be  made  to  those  who  have  so  long 
reaped  the  advantages  of  those  burthens,  from  which 
their  brethren  throughout  the  Union,  after  having  sub- 
mitted to  them,  "vhile  the  public  obligations  and  the  na- 
tional defence  and  independence  required  it,  now  ask  to 
be  Relieved. 

It  this  appeal  do  not  find  a  response  in  a  wise  and  pa- 
triotic moUemiiun,  there  will  be  no  efficacy  in  the  moral 
force  on  whicli  the  republican  institutions  of  the  Union 
repose. 

The  sleepless  solicitude  of  the  Father  of  his  country 
has  multiplied  lessons  of  patriotic  duty;  but  none  of  great 
er  emphasis  and  pertinence  in  the  present  crisis,  than  in 
his  admonition  that  <*  it  is  indispensable,  en  all  occasions, 
to  unite  with  a  steady  and  firm  adherence  to  constitutional 
acts  of  government,  the  fullest  evidence  of  a  disposition, 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  to  consult  the  wishes  of  every 
p:u't  of  the  community,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
public  administration  in  the  affections  of  the  people. *' 

I'hti  operation  of  the  18th  section  of  ttie  uct  of  the 
Hth  of  July  last,  according  to  the  construction  given 


to  it  at  the  Treasury,  being,  in  some  respects,  different 
from  that  which  the  merchants  concerned  consider  im- 
portant to  their  interests,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  bring 
the  subject  before  the  attention  of  Congress,  that,  if 
owing  to  any  defect  in  the  law,  or  any  error  in  the  con- 
struction, the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  have  not  been 
carried  into  effect,  the  necessary  remedy  may  be  applied. 

By  that  section  the  several  articles  enumerated  in  the 
act,  whether  imported  before  or  after  the  passing  thereof, 
were  authorized  to  be  put  into  customhouse  stores;  and 
such  as  remained  under  the  control  of  the  proper  officer 
of  the  customs  on  the  3d  of  March  next,  were  subjected  to 
no  higher  duties  than  if  imported  after  that  day;  and  the 
duties  or  any  part  thereof  which  may  have  been  paid  on 
such  articles  were  to  be  refunded  to  the  person  importing 
and  depositing  the  same:  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sury  was  authorized  to  prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  might  be  necessary  to  carry  the  section  into  effect. 

In  executing  the  section,  the  fullest  disposition  was 
felt  to  consult  the  interest  and  convenience  of  the  mer- 
chants; but  it  was  perceived  that  an  unlimited  construc- 
tion of  its  terms  was  calculated  not  merely  to  conflict 
with  the  several  members  of  the  same  section,  and  with 
other  sections  of  the  act,  but  to  disturb  the  financial  ar- 
rangements of  the  Government,  and  postpone  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  Department,  as  well 
as  in  that  prepared  by  direction  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  accompanying  the  bill  which  formed  the 
chief  basis  of  the  act  uf  the  14th  of  July,  it  was  stated 
that  the  existing  obligations  of  the  Government,  not  less 
than  the  interests  of  the  community,  forbade  a  reduction 
of  the  present  duties  earlier  than  the  3d  of  March,  1833; 
and  by  the  2d  section  of  the  act  this  recommendation 
was  distinctly  recognised  and  adopted. 

Withtjut  some  Umitation,  therefore,  as  to  the  retrospec- 
tive operation  of  the  18th  section,  the  object  of  the  2d 
section  would  not  only  have  been  defeated,  but  the  act 
itself  would  in  fact  have  been  rendered  operative  in  all 
past  time,  so  far  as  concerned  any  goods  in  the  original 
packages,  no  matter  when  imported;  and  the  owners, 
whether  importers  or  retailers,  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
would  have  had  a  right  to  deposit  them  in  the  custom- 
house stores,  and  claim  a  refunding  of  rhe  duties. 

By  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  18th  section,  the  autho- 
rity to  refund  duties  which  had  been  paid  on  articles  de- 
posited is  expressly  confined  to  the  persons  "importing 
and  depositing  the  same;"  thus  treating  the  importer 
and  depositor  as  identical.  And  as  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  right  to  deposit  was  greater  than 
that  to  claim  a  refunding  of  the  duties,  the  words  **  im- 
porter or  owner"  in  other  parts  of  the  section  were  treat- 
ed as  synonymous.  These  terms,  moreover,  throughout 
the  revenue  laws  refer  to  importation,  and  are  intended 
to  signify  the  person  importing,  whether  the  actual  pro- 
prietor, the  agent,  or  the  consignee.  It  is  obvious,  also, 
that  by  this  conbt ruction  the  terms  importer  or  owner 
not  only  receive  their  usual  revenue  meaning,  but  are 
reconciled  with  those  of  importer  and  depositor;  which 
could  not  be,  if  the  conjunction  were  to  receive  a  dis- 
junctive interpretation.  It  was,  therefore,  held  that 
goods  could  be  deposited  only  by  the  importer. 

As  the  act  contained  no  appropriation  for  drawing  mo- 
ney out  of  the  Treasury  for  repaying  the  duties  authoriz- 
ed to  be  refunded,  the  Department  was  fully  wananted 
m  interpreting  the  18th  section  as  applying  to  those  du- 
ties only  which  may  have  been  paid  to  the  collector  af- 
ter the  pajsing  of  the  act,  and,  consequently,  in  limiting 
the  right  of  deposit  to  the  goo<ls  on  which  those  duties 
accrued.  But,  from  a  desire  to  give  the  section  as  liberal 
a  construction  as  was  consistent  with  all  the  other  objects 
of  the  act,  it  was  allowed  to  apply  to  the  whole  of  any 
importation  on  which  any  part  of  the  duties  remained 
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unpaid  at  tlie  date  of  the  law.  And,  to  make  this  con- 
struction operate  as  equally  and  favorably  among  the  im- 
porters generally,  as  might  be,  it  was  allowed  to  include 
those  goods  also  upon  which  the  duties  had  been  paid  in 
cash,  provided,  that  by  the  terms  of  credit  allowed  by 
law,  fresh  duties  on  any  part  of  them  would  not  have 
been  payable  until  after  the  date  of  the  law.  It  is  not 
believed,  however,  that  any  construction  of  the  section 
which  will  not  admit  of  the  deposit  of  goods  when  in 
original  packages,  whether  in  the  hands  of  the  importer 
or  of  any  other  person,  and  no  matter  when  imported, 
will  be  sati>factory  to  the  owners  of  such  goods  as  may 
be  imported  at  a  lower  rate  of  duty  after  the  Sd  of  March. 
But  if  it  be  the  intention  of  Congre&s  so  to  extend  the 
operation  of  the  section,  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  that 
as  it  will,  in  that  case,  necessarily  embrace  ^oods  upon 
which  the  duties  must  have  been  accounted  for  and  paid 
over  to  the  Treasury,  an  appropriation  be  made  for  re- 
paying the  amount  of  such  duties  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Witii  a  view  to  obtain  reasonable  certainty  in  the  finan- 
cial operations  of  the  Government,  and  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  collectors  as  to  the  time  necessary  for  the 
duties  to  be  performed  by  them  in  executing  the  18th 
section,  a  regulation  was  adopted,  fixing  the  time  to 
which  goods  might  be  deposited,  at  the  1st  of  January 
next.  It  is,  however,  the  intention  of  the  Department 
to  extend  the  time,  if  it  be  found  that  the  duties  of  the 
collectors  will  admit  of  it. 

The  alteration  in  many  of  the  rates  of  duty,  and  the  re- 
peal of  others,  which  have  been  effected  by  late  acts  of 
Congress,  seem  to  require  some  corresponding  modiHca* 
lions  of  the  provisions  heretofore  made  for  ascerisiining 
and  securing  the  duties.  But,  as  these  details  might  be 
belter  brouglu  to  the  attention  of  Congress  in  a  separate 
communication,  if  such  be  its  pleasure,  that  cour&e  will 
be  adopted. 

ill  the  exposition  of  the  public  debt*  presented  in  this 
report,  it  has  been  assumed  that  the  tiiree  per  cents, 
advcnised  for  reimbursement  on  the  1st  of  October  last, 
have  been  actually  paid,  because  the  Treasury  has  pro- 
vided ample  funds  at  the  different  loan  ofBces  fur  that 
purpose,  which,  upon  the  presentation  of  the  certifi- 
cates, should  have  been  applied  to  their  payment.  It 
has  rectnlly  been  understood,  however,  that,  on  the  I81I1 
of  July  last,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
ground,  as  stated  in  the  letter  of  instructions,  **  that  the 
spread  of  the  cholera  might  occasion  great  embarrass- 
ment and  distress  in  the  community,  deemed  it  expedient 
for  the  Bank  to  keep  itself  in  an  attitude  to  afford  relief, 
should  its  interposition  be  necessary,  and  also  to  mitigate 
the  pressure  which  the  reimbursement  of  the  three  per 
cent,  stock  held  by  foreigners  might  produce  in  October," 
and  despatched  an  agent  to  London  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment witti  the  house  of  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.  for  the  post- 
)>onement  of  three  miIhons,for  which  they  were  the  agents 
of  that  house,  and  also  for  two  millions  in  addition. 

It  hud  not,  ut  that  time,  been  decided  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  what  perio<l  tiic  whole  of  the  three  ])er  cents, 
should  be  paid;  and  the  agent  of  the  Bank  was  autho- 
rized to  make  an  arrangement  for  a  postponement  for 
six,  nine,  or  twelve  monliis  aUer  thsK  period,  the  Bank 
agreeing  to  pay  the  interest  in  the  mean  time. 

Under  this  general  authority,  the  agent  concluded,  on 
the  22d  ot  August,  1832,  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Baring, 
Brothers,  &,  Co.  to  buy  up  the  three  per  cent,  stocks  on  the 
best  terms  at  which  they  can  be  obtained  both  in  London 
and  Holbud;  tiie  cost  thereof  to  be  placed  to  the  debit 
ot  the  Bank,  and  the  certificates  of  the  stock  so  pur 
chased  to  remain  with  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co. 
It  was  also  stipulated,  that,  if  the  amount  of  stock  so 
purchased,  and  of  that  retained  by  the  holders,  bliould,  to- 
gether, be  Kks  titan  five  ntillions  of  dollars,  Messrs.  Ba- 
ring, Brothers,  &  Co.  should  make  up  the  deficiency  in 


case  the  Bank  should  find  it  desirable  to  draw  for  it  or 
any  part  of  it:  the  whole  advance  to  be  reimbursed  by 
the  Bank  in  October,  1833.  Pursuant  to  this  contract, 
purchases  of  the  three  per  cent. stocks  were  actually  made 
on  account  of  the  Bank  to  the  amount  of  $1,474,827  33. 

It  is  also  uiKlerstood  that  the  Bank,  by  a  letter  from 
its  President  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.,  dated 
15th  October,  1832,  disavowed  so  much  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  by  its  agent  as  related  to  the  purchase  of  the 
stock,  on  the  ground  of  that  provision  in  tlie  charter 
which  declares  tiiat  "the  Bank  sh^Il  not  be  at  liberty  to 
purchase  any  public  debt  whatever."  In  lieu  of  the  sti- 
pulation in  i\\e  contract  in  regard  to  tlie  amount  pur- 
chased, ii  was  in  the  same  letter  proposed  that  the  certi- 
ficates should  be  transmitted  without  delay,  that  the  . 
Bank  migiit  receive  payment  for  the  owners,  without 
which  it  would  not  be  in  actual  (possession  of  the  fundsj 
and  that  the  stock  being  thus  reimbursed  to  the  stock- 
hoIdcrs,thc  annount  should  be  passed  to  their  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  Bank,  and  they  continue  to  receive  an  inter- 
est of  3  per  cent,  payable  quarterly,  until  Isl  Oct.  1833. 

It  is  supposed  to  be  optional  with  Me3:»rs.  B»rlngf 
Brothers,  8c  Co.,  and  with  the  stockholders  who  have 
slipelated  for  a  postponement  of  payment,  to  consent  lo 
the  change  proposed  by  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  the  15th  October,  or  to  insiwt  upon  the  perform- 
ance  of  the  original  arrangement;  and  should  they  pur- 
sue the  latter  course,  the  certificates  cannot  be  finally 
surrendered  before  October,  1833.  However  this  may 
be,  and  notv  ithstanding  the  Bank  has  disavowed  the  au- 
thority of  the  agent  to  purchase,  it  is  certain  that  a  de- 
lay for  a  considerable  period  of  time  has  been  and  mu»t 
yet  be  occasioned  in  the  suiTender  of  the  certificates  of 
stock  to  a  large  amount,  and  it  is  not  perceived  tlmt  there 
is  any  sufficient  justification  in  the  grounds  of  the  trans- 
action as  assumed  by  the  Bank  for  an  arrangement  in  any 
form,  by  which  so  large  an  amount  of  the  public  funds 
sliould  be  retained  by  the  Bank  at  the  risk  of  the  Govern- 
ment, after  it  had  directed  their  application  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  creditor. 

It  is  apparent,  however,  that  the  apprehensions  arising 
out  of  the  aiTangements,  as  it  is  understood  to  have  been 
concluded  by  the  agent  of  the  Bank,  and  of  the  ccmse- 
quences  to  which  it  might  lead,  more  especially  should 
tt)c  parlies  in  Europe  insist  upon  its  fulfilment,  not  less 
tiuin  the  great  amount  of  the  Bank's  transact i(/ns,  espe- 
cially in  its  Western  blanches,  together  with  other  marten 
connected  with  its  dealings,  which  hare  occupied  the  at* 
teniion  of  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  since  the  last  an- 
nual report  from  this  Department,  have  tended  to  dis- 
turb the  public  confidence  in  the  management  of  the 
iiisiitulion;  and  these,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  in  anticipation  of  finally  closing:  its 
business,  have  suggested  an  inquiry  into  the  security  of 
the  Bank  as  the  depository  of  the  public  funds. 

The  obligation  of  the  Government,  however,  incurred 
by  the  notice  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  in  Octo- 
ber and  January  at  the  several  loan  offices,  rendered  any 
change  in  this  respect  inexpedient — at  least  without  such 
an  examination  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  Bank,  as 
justice  to  the  institution,  not  less  than  lo  the  communiiy 
at  large,  required.  S»ich  an  examination  as  this  Depart- 
mcnt  is  authorized  by  the  charter  to  make,  has  bt-eii  dU 
rectedi  and  it  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to 
decide  whether  it  shall  be  extejided  further. 

The  act  of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  which  directs  the 
annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  thcTreasurj^  uould 
seem  also  to  require  that  he  should,  in  that  communica- 
tion, give  information  to  Congress  of  any  matters,  either 
existing  or  apprehended,  which  seriously   concern  the 
colieclion  of  the  revenue.     And,  in  the  discharge  of  xhat 
duty,  it  is  his  puin!al  lask  to  advert  to  the  measures  nnw  \%\ 
agitation  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  altMgetUcp   to 
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prevent,   at  an  earl/  day,  the   execution  of  the  present 
revenue  lavirs  within  that  State. 

Such  steps  as  are  authorized  and  required  by  law  have 
ah'eady  been  taken  to  the  due  collection  of  the  revenue. 
But,  if  the  extraordinary  measures  which  have  been 
commenced  by  those  exercising  the  auihority  of  that 
State  sliould  be  carried  out,  to  the  extent  which  unhap- 
pily there  seems  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  it  is  clear 
that  all  the  aids  which  the  existing  laws  afford  will  be  in- 
adequate to  that  object.  Until,  however,  those  measures 
■hall  be  further  matured,  and  more  distinctly  and  officially 
known  to  the  Rxecutive,  it  Is  deemed  proper  to  abstain 
from  more  specific  reference  to  the  subject  in  this  report; 
thoug'h  its  great  importancet  and  the  deep  solicitude 
which  it  has  excited,  have  already  directed  the  aitenlion 
of  the  Department  to  Ihe  remedies  which  that  contingen- 
cy may  require. 

The  notice  of  Congress  is  respectfully  invited  to  the 
accompanying  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral l..and  Office,  showing  the  transactions  in  that  branch 
of  the  public  service  durin«{'  the  present  year,  and  exhib- 
iting? both  its  present  condition  and  the  means  deemed 
necessary  by  tliat  officer  for  its  proper  and  successful 
administration. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LOUIS   M'LANE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

TnBAsunx  Depaiitment,  Dee,  5,  1832. 


Ix  THE  HousB  OF  RxpRESEHTA-TiYEs,  Friday^  Dec.  28, 1832. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meatus,  made  the  following  report,  in  reference  to  the 
bill  to  reduce  and  otherwise  alter  the  duties  on  imports: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  of  the  House,  have  liad  under  consideration  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  referred  to  them,  asrebtesto  **8uch  further  reduc- 
tion in  the  revenue  as  may  not  be  required  for  objects  of 
general  welfare  ami  public  defence,  authorized  by  the 
constitution,"  and  now  submit  the  following  report : 

The  whole  of  the  debt  of  the  nation  remaining  unpaid 
at  the  expirutioii  of  the  present  year,  amounts  only  to 
8cven  millions  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  a  sum  less  than 
the  market  value  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  owned  by  Government.  The  application  of  this 
fund  alone,  (independently  of  the  other  stocks  in  incor- 
porated companies  subscribed,  for  and  held  by  Govern- 
metit,  and  amountnig  at  its  original  or  par  value  to  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  $1,880,000)  may  make  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year  tike  epoch  of  that  *'  liappy  and  memorable 
event,"  on  the  near  approach  of  wIhcI)  the  President  has 
justly  congratulated  Congress  and  his  felloa'-citizens — 
*<  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt  of  a  great  and  free 
nation."  The  time  and  the  occasion,  whilst  they  are  fitted 
to  awaken  the  noblest  feelings  of  the  patriot,  and  to  give 
confidence  and  ardor  to  the  principles  and  hopes  of 
every  friend  of  republican  institutions,  call  also  upon  us 
with  equal  force  to  discharge  those  weighty  and  honor- 
able and  pRLctical  duties  to  which  we  have  been  cordially 
invited  by  our  Chief  Magistrate^the- removal  of  those 
iiiiaiicial  *<  burthens  which  may  be  found  to  full  unequally 
upon  any,"  and  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  such  a 
limit  as  '*  sluill  be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of  an  eco- 
nomical Government,  and  necessary  to  an  efficient  public 
service." 

The  examination  of  the  general  accounts  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the  last  six  years 
presen:8  the  following  results;  The  Eggreg4te  expendi- 
ture fur  the  six  years  ending  wiiU  the  31st  December, 
1832,  (including  the  estimated  expenditure  of  the  present 
month,)  amounts  to  162,400,000  dollars. 


During  the  same  period  that  expenditure  has  been 
supplied  by  an  ajrgregate  amount  of  revenueTrom  various 
sources,  but  chiefly  from  the  customs,  of  $157,  690,000, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  commencement  of  that  teim,  of  6,358,686  dollars, 
about  one-sixth  of  which,  consisting  of  the  paper  of  broken 
banks,  and  similar  funds,  has  remained  unavailable  in  the 
Treasury. 

Deducting  from  these  receipts  and  expenditures  the 
amount  received  and  paid  out  on  account  of  claims  of 
our  citizens  against  foreign  Governments,  of  which  the 
Treasury  was  merely  the  channel  of  receipt  and  payment, 
there  will  result  an  annual  average  oi  twenty -six  mitlionB 
of  dollars  of  annual  income,  and  an  annual  average  ex- 
penditure absorbing  this  amount,  together  with  the  ba. 
lance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  1826,  amounting  to 
nearly  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 

During  the  same  period  80,178,000  dollars  of  public 
debt  was  paid  off,  leaving  an  average  annual  amount  of 
expenditure  for  all  other  purposes,  of  something  less 
than  thirteen  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

These  amounts  are  staled  in  round  numbers,  as  they 
are  sufficiently  accurate  for  ull  the  purposes  of  this  report, 
and  present  the  views  of  the  committee,  unembarrassed 
with  minute  detail,  in  a  minute,  perspicuous  manner. 

In  the  gross  sum  upon  which  this  average  annual  ex- 
penditure is  calculated  were  included  the  payment  for 
the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia,  and 
South  Carolina,  the  large  expenditure  consequent  on  the 
emigration  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  extinguishment 
of  Indian  titles,  all  made  during  the  last  tlirue  years. 
Making  allowance  for  these  extraordinary  expenses,  the 
income  necessary  for  the  ordinary  operation  of  Govern- 
ment, providing  liberally  for  an  efficient  civil,  military, 
and  naval  service,  need  not  amount  to  more  than  thirteen 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  including  the  Pension  sys- 
tem of  former  years.  This  calculation,  deduced  by  iho 
committee  from  the  Treasurer's  accounts  from  1827  to 
1832  inclusive,  corresponds  in  its  result  very  nearly  with 
one  furnished  by  the  Treasury  Department,  founded  on 
somewhat  different  data,  by  which  t!ie  average  expendi- 
ture of  six  years,  from  1826  to  1831  inclusive,  for  all  or- 
dinary and  fixed  expenses,  together  with  those  of  a  It  ss 
permanent  character,  but  growing  out  of  the  regular  and 
long  continued  policy  of  our  legislation,  as  for  fortifica- 
tions, navy  }ardB,  light*houses,  &c.,  is  stated  at  13,148,- 
000  dollars.  To  this  sum  the  act  at  the  last  session,  ex- 
\  tending  the  system  of  revolutionary  pensions,  will  require 
for  some  years,  an  additional  sum,  which  is  not  yet  fully 
ascertained,  but  is  certainly  not  less  than  or\^  million  of 
dollars.  If  another  annual  million  be  added  to  the  en- 
larged expenses  of  our  present  Indian  policy,  for  the 
erection  of  custom-house  and  public  stores,  for  future  and 
unforeseen  contingencies  of  all  sorts,  including  those  of 
temporary  collisions  with  foreign  powers  or  the  Indian 
tribes,  the  clear  revenue  offifteen  millions  seems  to  cover 
all  that  can  be  required  for  national  expenditures  in  or- 
dinary times.  This  sum,  it  will  be  remarked}  is  that  es- 
timated as  the  proper  permanent  revenue  of  the  nation 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  reports  of  the  last 
and  present  year. 

But,  in  making  this  estimate,  this  sum  is  assumed  by  the 
committee,  nut  as  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support 
of  Government,  but  as  being  liberal  and  abundant.  Lool^- 
ing  mainly  to  the  providing  a  safe,  permanent  and  hon- 
orable revenue,  not  to  the  extreme  posiible  limit  (f  ex- 
pense, they  have  not  sought  to  find  the  lowest  sum  to 
which  a  rigidly  economical  administration,  seconded  by  a 
legislation  of  Congress  equally  vigilant  over  the  Treasury, 
could  reduce  the  national  expemliture,  but  have  wish- 
ed to  secure  a  regular  income,  amply  sufficient,  not  only 
providing  on  a  liberal  scale  for  every  object  within  the 
just  hmits  of  federal  legislation,  that  can  advance  the  ho* 
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nor  or  prosperity  of  a  n&tion  lovingf  peace,  yet  prepared 
for  war,  bul  moreover  to  leave  such  a  balance,  after  de- 
fraying the  ordinary  charges  of  Governnnent,a8  may  meet 
any  unusual  and  unexpected  demands,  other  than  ihose 
wliich  would  arise  from  a  slate  of  regular  and  long  conti- 
nued warfare.  Tlic  chance,  too,  of  an  accidental  and 
temporary  diminution  of  revenue  for  a  year  or  two,  aris- 
ing from  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  or  the  political  changes 
of  foreign  nations,  presents  also  anotht-r  strong  argument 
for  assuming  a  liberal  scale  of  revenue.  ^ 

To  this  annual  amount,  however,  of  fifteen  millions, 
the'revcnuc  must  be  reduced.  All  beyond  this,  must 
be  a  needless  burden  upon  the  people — a  tax  fall- 
ing, directly  or  indirectly,  upon  the  land  and  labor  of  the 
country,  certainly  injurious  in  its  effects,  and  probably 
unequal,  enabling  tlie  Treasury  only  to  divide  and  dis* 
^ract  our  public  councils,  by  tempting  to  expenditures 
either  of  doubtful  constitutional  right,  or  inconsistent 
with  the  simplicity  of  republican  institutions*  staining 
their  purity  and  hazarding  their  permanence. 

The  act  of  1832  has  made  a  partial  reduction  towards 
this  point.  But  under  this  act  the  revenue  from  the  cus- 
toms for  the  next  year  is  calculated  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  about  eighteen  millions. — 
This  is  made  upon  an  estimate  founded  on  the  average 
importation  of  the  last  six  years.  The  probable  average 
of  the  next  six  years,  for  reasons  which  will  be  hereafter 
stated,  will  exceed  that  estimate.  If  to  this  sum  be  add- 
ed the  income  of  the  public  lands,  the  Treasury  would 
receive,  under  that  act,  a  revenue,  for  some  years  here- 
after, of  not  less  than  twenty  millions  and  a  half,  and  pro- 
bably of  more  than  twenty-five  millions,  exhibiting  an 
annual  excess  of  from  five  to  nine  millions  over  the  just 
uses  of  the  Government,  taxing  every  family  in  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  to  its  share,  or  more  than  its  share,  of  that  un- 
called for  ei^cess. 

This  excess,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  should 
be  reduced  by  the  present  Congress,  and  at  the  present 
time.  The  extinguishment  of  the  debt,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  the,new  PresidentiaUerm,  mark  this  as  a  fit 
season  for  permanent  fiscal  regulations.  It  is  vitally  im- 
portant, too,  to  all  engaged  in  any  of  tlio:ie  numerous 
commercial,  manufacturing,  or  agricultural  enterprises, 
which  are  affected  by  changes  in  the  rates  of  impost, 
and  are  more  exposed  to  suffer  from  uncertainty  than 
even  from  error  in  legislation,  now  to  know  tiie  intention 
and  policy  of  this  Government  in  regard  to  their  several 
interests.  The  occasion,  too,  of  economical  reduction, 
affords  a  propitious  opportunity  to  make  s>!ch  a  re-ad- 
justment of  the  rates  of  impost  as  may  distribute  and 
equalize,  amongst  all,  those  burthens  which  **  may  be 
found  to  full  unequally  upon  any" — whether  pressing 
with  peculiar  hardship  upon  any  class  of  the  community, 
or  any  species  of  labor  in  any  section  of  the  country. 

Deeply  impressed  by  these  considerations,  the  com- 
mittee have  prepared  a  bill  for  reducing  and  otherwise 
altering  the  rates  of  duties  upon  foreign  merchandise, 
which,  should  it  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
may  serve  as  a  basis  for  our  financial  system  for  many 
years. 

Throwing  out  of  view  for  the  present  the  progressive 
reduction  that  expediency  and  even  justice  may  require, 
they  have  fixed  tlie  revenue  to  be  ultimately  raised  at  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  millions.  The  stocks  owned  by 
Government,  they  regard  solely  as  an  offset  to  the  re- 
maining debtf 

Neither  Justice,  nor  any  principle  of  liberal  policy,  can 
permit,  without  urgent  necessity,  that  the  Post  Office 
slioukl  be  made  a  source  of  revenue.  It  should  bear  its 
own  expense,  and  no  more.  Us  whole  profits  should  be 
applied,  as  they  have  hcretefore  been,  to  the  improvement 
and  extension  of  tlie  system,  giving  the  greatest  possible 
fiicihtics,  at  the  least  possible  private  charge,  to  thc/difli.- 


sion  of  intelligence  and  the  interchange  of  correspond- 
ence. 

The  only  sources  of  revenue  on  which  the  committee 
propose  to  rely,  are  the  Public  Lands  and  the  Custoois. 

The  public  Lands»  at  the  present  system  of  sale,  may 
now  safely  be  calculated  as  producing  an  annual  income 
of  two  millions  and  a  half. 

It  is  true  that  vanous  plans  for  disposing  of  these  lands 
in  such  a  manner  ts  to  withdraw  the  proceeds  from  the 
general  funds  of  the  Treasury,  have  been  proposed  by 
the  highest  authority.  The  committee  do  not  propose 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  merit  of  these  pro- 
positions. Until  it  be  altered  by  legislation,  they  must 
regard  the  actual  system  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment. They  must,  however,  observe,  thfit  should 
that  policy  be  changed,  such  alteration  would  not  of  ne- 
cessity overthrow  or  disarrange  the  plan  of  finance  now 
proposed. 

Throwing  out  of  account  altogether  the  large  sams 
expended  in  former  years  by  the  United  States  in  acquir- 
ing this  territory,  either  by  arms  or  by  purchase,  together 
with  the  past  expenses  of  oar  land  system,  as  yet  unli- 
quidated by  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  there  are  other 
current  expenses  now  defrayed  from  the  general  funds  of 
the  Treasury,  which  might  be  justly  chargeable  upon  the 
income  from  the  lands,  should  that  be  made  a  distinct 
fund,  and  which,  if  paid  from  thence,  would  thus  far  di- 
minish the  amo.unt  of  revenue  necessary  to  be  drawn  from 
other  sources — These  ai*e,  1st,  The  expenses  of  the  Land 
Si/stem  itself— about  25,000  dollars  annnually. 

2d.  The  expenses  of  Indian  JnnuUies^  EducaUont  and 
other  stipulations  arising  under  the  treaties  by  which  we 
have  obtained  possesssion  of  these  lands.  These,  wholly 
exclusive  of  the  charge  of  Indian  emigration,  amount  at 
present  to  $392,700  a  year,  and  will  probably  be  much  in- 
creased before  the  finsl  eitinguishment  of  the  Indian 
title. 

3d.  llevoluiitmary  Fennons,-^The  original  title  of  s 
great  part  of  these  lands  arose  from  the  grants  and  releases 
of  the  States  to  the  Confederacy  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  they  have  been  ag^in  and  again  solemnly 
pledged  for  the  debts  of  the  nation.  The  pensions  now 
received  by  the  surviving  soldiera  of  the  Revolution  were 
at  first  granted  under  the  harah  and  unjust  name  of  na* 
tional  bounty.  But  the  act  of  1828,  and  that  of  1833, 
have  HOW  placed  them  on  the  more  sound  as  well  as  more 
constitutional  ground  of  payment  of  revolutionary  debt^ 
and  an  equitable,  though  not  literal  fulfilment  of  long 
neglected  and  violated  contracts. 

The  pensions  for  the  next  two  years  will  probably  be 
(for  as  yet  the  exact  amount  cannot  be  ascertained)  about 
two  millions  a  year.  But  this  sum  depending  upon  the 
lives  of  ohl  men,  all  about  seventy  years  of  age,  must  ra- 
pidly decrease,  and  in  a  very  few  yean  cease  entirely. 
Should  these  pensions  be  considered  for  the  present  as  a 
charge  upon  the  lands,  it  would  be  temporary  only. 
Within  four  or  fiveyeara  the  greater  part  of  the  tnoome, 
and  in  a  few  yean  more  the  whole  would  be  iiberatedi 
and  at  either  period  the  surplus  from  this  source  mrgbt 
be  applied  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  direct,  leaving 
the  revenue  from  the  customs  sufficient  for  all  other 
heads  of  public  expenditure. 

There  then  remains  to  be  raised  by  the  imposts  oa 
foreign  merchandise,  to  meet  all  other  charges  and  con- 
tingencies than  those  just  recapitulated,  the  sum  oitwelv 
millions  and  a  half. 

'  The  average  value  of  all  the  imports^  from  1827  to  1832 
inclusive,  is  86,200,000  dollara  a  year.  Hie  average  of 
the  six  yeara  in^mediately  preceding,  80,900,000  dol. 
lara,  showing  an  average  increase  of  5,300,000  dollara  in 
SIX  years,  or  about  six  and  a  half  per  ceni .  TUn  augmen* 
tatiuD  arose  solely  from  the  natural  increase  of  population 
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mestic  products  suited  for  export.     There  can,  I  incidental  security  to  existing  manufactures,  but  even  in- 
,  be  little  doubt  that,  without  any  change  in  the  duced  new  Investments  of  capital.  So  well  does  it  appear 


and  of  domestic 

therefore, 

existing  tarifT,  the  same  rate  of  increase  would  go  on — 

not  regularly,  but  holding  good  as  to  any  average  of  a  sue 

cession  of  peaceful  3'ears. 

On  this  principle  of  calculation  alone,  the  average  of 
the  next  period  of  years  would  be  ninety-two  millions. 
But  the  operation  of  the  revenue  system  now  proposed, 
as  compared  with  those  of  1824  and  1828,  would  relieve 
the  consumers  of  imported  goods  from  a  tax  of  twelve 
ntUUons  a  year.  These  twelve  millions  heretofore  paid 
by  the  American  people  to  their  Government,  and  by  that 
Government  principally  to  the  public  creditors  abroad, 
will  remain  in  the  power  of  tiie  consumer,  to  be  applied 
according  to  his  wants,  habits,  and  tastes,  in  procuring  an 
equal  value  of  the  other  necessaries,  comforts,  or  luxu- 
ries of  life,  probably,  in  a  great  degree,  in  an  increased 
conaumption,  or  in  the  use  of  a  higher  quality  of  the  goods 
he  bad  been  accii.stomed  to  purchase.  From  the  opera- 
tion of  this  and  other  obvious  causes,  springing  from  a 
more  moderate  tariff  on  foreign  manufactures,  the  average 
importation  of  the  next  six  years  may  be  safely  computed 
at  a  further  addition  of  at  least  eight,  perhaps  twelve 
miUions,  making  a  gross  importation  of  above  one  hundred 
millions  in  value,  and  not  much  varying  from  the  large 
toiporUtion  of  1831  and  1832. 

Judging  from  the  experience  of  former  years,  one-sixth 
in  value  of  the  amount  imported  will  be  re-exported  in 
our  foreign  exchanges,  and  about  one-fif\h  of  the  gross 
revenue  received  from  duties  will  be  absorbed  in  ex- 
penses of  collection,  or  repaid  in  drawback  upon  re-ex- 
portation. 

Twelve  millions  and  a  half  of  revenue  is  then  to  be 
raised  upon  about  eighty-four  millions  of  imports,  used 
or  consumed  in  the  United  States,  or,  deducting  there- 
from the  imports  of  specie,  and  of  many  other  ailicles, 
which  public  policy,  the  security  of  the  revenue,  and  va- 
rious other  motives  have  made  free  of  duty,  upon  be- 
tween sixty-Bve  and  seventy  millions  of  dutiable  commo- 
dities^ according  as  the  list  of  free  goods  is  made  more  or 
less  extensive. 

The  committee,  in  the  bill  herewith  reported  by  them, 
have  endeavored  to  arrange  the  duties  with^  reference  to 
this  principle,  at  rates  of  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent., 
varying  from  them  chiefly  in  those  instances  where  na- 
tional mdependence  in  time  of  war  seemed  to  demand 
some  sacrifice  in  peace,  (as  in  regard  to  iron  and  lead,) 
where  it  was  thought  that  a  higher  or  lower  rate  of  duty 
would  be  of  advantage  to  the  revenue,  without  any  indi- 
vidual injury,  (as  in  the  case  of  spirits,)  or  where  some 
branch  of  industry  might  be  materially  benefited  by  low 
imposts  on  some  of  its  raw  materials.  On  many  articles, 
such  as  wines,  spirits,  iron,  &c.,  experience  has  shown 
that  fraud  can  only  be  prevented  by  specific  duties  on 
weight  or  measure;  and  as  the  rates  must  be  graduated  on 
the  mean  value  of  commodities  of  the  same  class  or  name, 
they  may  sometimes  fall  heavily  on  particular  kinds  or 
qualities  of  them. 

In  adjusting  the  several  duties,  they  have  conformed, 
unless  some  strong  reason  for  a  different  rate  was  per- 
ceived, to  those  of  the  tarilT  act  of  1816,  with  its  short 
supplementary  act  of  1818.  The  act  of  1816  was  framed 
with  great  care  and  deliberation  by  some  of  our  ablest 
statesmen,  looking,  at  the  same  time,  to  the  revenue  then 
so  particularly  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  our  large 
war  debt,  and  to  the  preservation,  during  a  violent  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace,  of  the  numerous  manufactures 
that  had  grown  up  under  the  double  duties,  and  the  prac- 
tical prohibition  of  the  embargo,  the  non- intercourse,  and 
the  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  vast  increase  of  manu- 
factures of  all  sorts  in  the  United  States  during  the  eight 
years  between  1816  and  1824,  proves  that  the  framers  of 


to  have  been  adjusted  in  regard  to  woollens,  that  the  ma- 
nufacturers of  these  goods,  examined  by  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures  of  this  House,  in  1828,  generally  agreed 
that  their  business  was  in  a  more  flourishing  state  under 
the  tarifl*  of  1816  than  under  the  higher  protection  of 
1824. 

It  has,  however,  been  the  wish  of  the  committee  to 
guard  against  a  sudden  fluctuation  of  tlie  price  1^  goods, 
whether  in  the  hands  of  the  merchant,  the  retailer,  or 
manufacturer. 

With  that  view  they  have  made  the  reduction  upontlie 
more  important  protected  articles  gradual  and  progres- 
sive. The  higher  rate  of  duties  for  the  next  year,  which 
result  from  this  principle,  if  calculated  upon  the  amount 
of  importation  assumed  as  a  probable  basis  for  the  esti* 
mates  of  future  years,  would  produce  a  revenue  for  the 
year  1834  unnecessarily  large. 

But  commercial  experience  has  repeatedly  shown  that* 
with  the  prospect  of  an  early  and  large  reduction  of  im- 
port, importation  is  generally  closely  limited  to  the  imme- 
diate consumption  oftbe  country,  and  the  certain  demands 
of  foreign  trade;  and  that,  therefore,  unless  this  law  is 
disturbed  by  some  other  powerful  counteracting  cause, 
it  is  not  probable  that  tlie  aggregate  importation  of  that 
year  will  fall  short  of  the  average  value  assumed,  and  the 
revenue  will  not  much  exceed  that  estimated  for  the  per- 
manent income  of  the  treasury.  Should  it  prove  other- 
wise, from  any  cause  which  cannot  now  be  anticipated, 
the  unexpended  surplus  will  remain  as  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  to  meet  the  contingencies  of  future  years. 

The  committee,  perceivmg  no  sufficient  reason  why 
the  consumer  of  foreign  luxuries  should  not  pay  a  ^are 
of  the  public  burdens,  propose  to  raise  the  rates  of  du- 
ties upon  silks  nearer  to  the  average  rate  of  duties  impos- 
ed by  the  bill  than  they  are  under  the  act  of  1832.  They 
also  propose  to  fix  a  moderate  specific  duty  equal  to  about 
twenty  per  cent,  on  the  value  upon  teas,  which  were 
made  wholly  free  by  the  act  of  the  last  summer.  This 
has  been  added  from  a  motive  of  financial  prudence,  lest 
the  revenue  from  the  customs  should,  from  any  modifica- 
tion of  the  bill,  or  otherwise,  fall  short  of  the  estixnate,  or 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  should  be,  in  part,  di- 
verted to  some  other  source,  in  which  case  an  increased 
revenue  would  be  derived  from  this  source  of  about 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  calculated  on  the  rather 
short  importation  of  teas  in  the  last  year.  Should  this 
sum  not  be  needed  for  the  public  service,  it  may  be  re- 
pealed without  aflTecting  the  other  parts  of  the  system. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  operation  of  the  bill  has 
i)een  prepared,  calculated  upon  the  actual  imports  of 
1831,  a  year  of  larger  importation  than  any  former  year, 
but  which  will,  it  is  thought,  not  exceed  the  average  of 
future  years,  under  the  operation  of  a  tariff  such  as  that 
now  proposed. 

HouBx  or  RapRsssirTATi V  xs,  February  28,  1833. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  by  direction  from  the  majority  oftbe  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  moved  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ters referred  to  them  by  the  House;  and  on  the  part 
of  the  minority  of  the  same  committee,  he  present- 
ed the  following  report  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
annual  message  to  Congress  as  relates  to  domettio 
manufactures,  and  the  protection  necessary  to  be  afford- 
ed the  same;  referred  to  the  committee  by  resolution 
oftbe  House,  of  13th  December,  1832. 

The  subscribers,  members  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 


factures, to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  message 

of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Coneress,  at  the 

that  tariff,  in  providing  revenue,  bad  not  only  given  ample,  commencement  of  the  present  session,  as  relates  to  the 
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protection  necessary  to  domestic  manafactures,  dissenting 
from  the  re|>ort  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  present 
herewith  respectfully  to  the  House  their  own  viewK  upon 
the  subject  referred  by  the  House  to  the  committee  to 
report  thereon. 

Tlie  parts  of  tlie  message  which  relate  to  the  protection 
necessary  to  domestic  inanufactares^  may  be  considered 
separately  or  in  connexion  witii  other  great  national  in- 
terests, forming  the  subject  of  tlie  annua)  communication 
from  tiie  Chief  of  the  Kxecutive  I>epartment  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  tho  Legislature.     In  the  message  itself  they 
are  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  in  con- 
nexion with  proposals  for  sucIt  further  reduction  in  the 
revenue  as  may  not  be  required  for  the  objects  of  general 
welfare  and  public  defence,  which  the  constitution  au- 
thorises, ami  for  which  reduction  tlie  occasion  is  stated  by 
the  President  to  result  from  the  impending  final  dis- 
charge of  the  national  debt;  an  event  on  the  occurrence 
of  which  the  subscribers  most  cordially  sympathize  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Prcndeut.     They  .con- 
sider the  final  snd  total  discharge  of  tlie  public  debt  as  a 
subject    of  grateful   acknowledgment  to  the  wisdom, 
energy,  »nd  ftdehty  to  their  trust,  of  those  who  preceded 
OS  m  the  management  of  our  national  concerns;  of  mutu- 
al gratulation  to  ourselves,  who  enjoy  tlie  benefits  of  this 
alleviation  of  the  burdens  cheerfully  borne  by  onr  fa- 
thers, and  hitherto  by  us  for  the  sacred  preservation  of 
the  public  faith;  and  of  anticipated  felicity  to  our  succes- 
sors, in  the  exemption  from  burdens  which  we  and  our 
fiittiers  have  borne  without  murmuring  or  complaint,  to 
secure  to  them,  our  posterity,  the  blessings  of  freedom, 
independence,  and  union.     Enjoying,  In  all  the  purity  of 
patriotism,  the  comfort  of  this  great  alleviation  of  public 
burdens,  the  subscribers  deprecate,  with  equal  earnest- 
ness and  sincerity,  the  contingency  of  any  event  which 
should,  at  the  very  moment  of  fruition,  dash  from  the 
lips  of  our  prosperity  the  cup  of  joy^  and   substitute 
in  its  place  the  bitter  potion  of  disunion,  civil  dissension^ 
and  fraternal  war. 

Under  these  impressions,  it  was  not  without  feelings  of 
deep  concern,  and  of  painful  sensibility,  tliat  the  subscrib- 
ers beheld»  in  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  broad  and  unqualified  assertion  of  prin- 
ciples, and  the  development  of  an  entire  political  system 
for  the  future  government  of  the  Union,  as  new  and  un- 
heard of,  as  to  them  it  appears  incorrect,  and  incompa- 
tible with  the  foundations  of  our  political  existence. 

The  first  of  these  principles,  and  that  from  which  all 
the  others  appear  to  the  subscribers  to  be  derived — the 
basis  of  the  message,  and  of  the  whole  system  of  adminis- 
tration for  the  futuritv  of  this  Union,  is  contained  in  the 
following  position,  which  the  subscribers  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Uouse'in  the  very  words  of  the  mes- 
sage itself:  **  The  wealth  and  strength  of  a  country  are  its 
population,  an-l  the  best  part  of  that  population  are  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil.  Independent  farmers  are,  every 
where,  the  basis  of  society,  and  true  friends  of  liberty." 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  should,  in  a 
public  document,  addressed  to  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  people  of  this  Union,  peremptorily  declare  one 
part  of  the  population  by  tliem  represented  better  than 
the  rest,  appears  to  the  subscribers  little  compatible  with 
that  equality  of  rights  upon  which  our  whole  social  system 
is,  by  them,  believed  to  be  founded.  If  one  part  of  the 
population,  parties  to  the  social  compact,  is  the  best,  it 
necessarily  follows  that  another  part  of  the  same  popula- 
tion is  the  worst;  that  there  are  different  degrees  of  merit 
in  different  portions  of  the  same  population,  estimated  not 
by  their  moral,  but  by  their  social  condition;  not  by  their 
individual  qualifications  of  virtue  and  understanduig,  but 
by  their  respective  occupations  and  possessions. 

'  In  examining  this  fundamental  principle  of  politics  and 
morals,  thus  put  forth  as  the  fouiulation  for  the  system  of 


policy  to  be  hereafter  erected  for  the  government  of  thi» 
great  and  growing  confederated  nation^  the  subscribers 
have  endeavored  to  ascertain  to  whom  it  is  that  this  proud 
pre-eminence  of  merit  is  assigned  by  the  Cliief  Executive 
Magistrate  of  the  Union.     He  asserts  that  the  wealtli  and 
strength  of  a  country  are  its  population,  and  that  the  best 
part  of  that  popuKition  are  the  cultivators  of  the  soil* 
Now^  the  popalation  of  a  country  consists  of  the  whole 
mass  of  human  beings  abiding  within  it;  and  of  the  po« 
pulation  of  this  country,  a  vast  proportion  of  the  cultiva' 
tors  of  the  soil  are  in  a  state  oi  servitude,  possessing  no 
rights,  civil  or  political,  and  existing  only  as  the  proper^ 
ty  of  another  part  of  the  same  population.     That  these 
cultivators  of  the  soil  constitute  a  large  portion  of  the 
wealth  of  this  country,  is  undoubtedly  true;  that  thry 
constitute  a  considerable  portion  of  its  strength,  is  far 
more  questionable;  but  the  subscribers  cannot  believe  it 
was  to  them  that  the  intention  of  the  President  was  to 
ascribe  the  transcendent  honor  of  constituting  the  best 
part  of  our  population t  and,  if  not  to  them,  neither  was 
it  to  the  class  of  freemen,  in  another  part  of  the  Union, 
also  cultivators  of  the  soil,  laboring,  like  them,  by  the 
sweat  of  their  brow,  for  daily  subsistence,  by  daily  labor, 
but  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and  political  rights,  and 
constituting  in  truth  not  a  better,  but  as  good  a  pail  of 
the  population  as  any  other  in  the  community.     It  was 
not,  however,  to  them  that  the  President  intended  to  at- 
tribute the  superiority  of  excellence  as  a  component  part 
of  the  population.     His  meaning  is  more  fally  dtsclosfd 
in  the  subsequent  clause  of  the  sentence  above  cited,  in 
the  affirmation  that  •*  independent  farmers  are,  every 
where,  the  basis  of  society,  and  true  friends  of  hberty." 
Taking  the  whole  sentence  together,  the  subscribers  be- 
lieve that,  in  the  understanding  of  the  author  of  the  mes- 
sage, the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  in  the  first  part  of  the 
sentence,  were  identical  with  the  independent  farmers  in 
the  second;  and  that  the  sentiment,  in  the  mind  of  tlie 
writer,  and  the  aphorism  of  moral  and  of  political  econo- 
my laid  down  by  the  whole  sentence,  is,  that,  in  all  coun- 
tries, generally,  and  especially  in  our  own,  the  best  part 
of  the  population,  the  basis  of  society,  aiwl  tlie  friends 
pre-eminently  of  freedom,  are  tlie  wealthy  Undholders. 

This  principle  is  certainly  not  new  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  or  of  human  government;  it  is  the  fiindamenta? 
axiom  of  all  landed  aristocracies;  it  is  the  foundation  of 
the  feudal  system,  and,  when  carried  out  into  practice, 
must  inevitably  resolve  itself  into  it.  The  term  ari^to- 
cracy,  by  its  derivation,  is  the  government  of  the  bc*t^ 
and  where  the  property  of  the  soil  is  distributed  in  por- 
tions so  unequal  that  its  cultivators  are  divided  into  mas- 
ters and  slaves,  or  into  hindlords  and  tenants,  power  wilt 
naturally  concentrate  itself  in  the  hands  of  the  large 
holders  of  the  lands,  who  will  soon  constitute  themselves 
the  basis  of  society,  the  independent  farmers,  the  be*t 
part  of  the  popuhition,  true  friends  of  Kbcrty,  confined 
exclusively  to  themselves,  but  holding  in  oppressive  ser- 
vitude the  real  cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  ruling,  with  a 
rod  of  iron,  over  all  the  other  occupations  and  profes- 
sions of  men. 

Buch  has  been  the  development  of  this  fundamental 
principle  of  Government,  in  the  history  of  other  sgcs 
and  countries.  So  has  it  especially  disclosed  itsilf  in 
the  annals  of  France,  of  Spain,  of  Germanj',  of  Po- 
land, of  Russia,  and  of  England.  The  independent  fai  m- 
ers,  or  wealthy  landholders,  of  all  those  couatrics 
have  constituted  the  ancient  feudal  barons,  as  they  now 
constitute  the  modern  nobles  holding  the  laborious  hus- 
bandmen of  the  same  countries  in  9er>itude,  or  in  abject 
poverty  and  the  most  degrading  dependence. 

The  subscribers  believe  that  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, and  tlie  Government  of  this  Union,  are  found- 
ed upon  a  different  and  opposite  principle — upon  the 
principle  that  idl  men  are  bom  with  equal  rights^  and  that 
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however  in  one  portion  of  the  Union  the  independent  fkrm- 
c»  or  planters,  cultivating^  the  soil  by  their  slaves,  may 
be  considered,  by  one  of  themselves,  as  the  basis  of  so- 
ciety, and  the  best  part  of  the  population,  the  assumption 
of  such  a  principle  as  a  foundation  of  a  system  of  na- 
tional policy  for  the  fiiPt«re  Government  of  these  United 
States,  is  an  occurrence  of  the  most  dangeroiM  and 
alarming^  tendency^  as  threatening,  at  no  remote  period, 
not  only  the  prosperity  but  the  peace  of  the  countiy,  and 
as  directly  leading  to  the  most  fatal  of  catastrophes — ^the 
dissolution  of  the  Union  by  a  complleated,  civil,  and  ser- 
vile war. 

Had  it  been  possible  for  the  svbscribers  to  consider 
the  principles  thus  authoritatively  laid  down  in  the  roes- 
sage  a^  a  mere  abstract,  speculative  opinion,  indicative 
only  of  a  mind  habitually  occupied  in  meditation  upon 
the  first  principles  -of  Government,  they  might  have 
<Ieemed  it  their  duty  to  pass  it  over  In  silence,  regretting 
that  an  opinion  so  adverse  to  alt  t1««  lessons  of  history, 
and  to  every  rational  theory  of  human  rights,  should 
ever  have  found  its  way  into  the  mind  of  the  Executive 
-Chief  of  the  Unions  and  still  more  into  an  official  com- 
mtmication  from  him  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
«i.ition.  But  they  find  it  pervading  every  part  of  the 
message  relating  to  the  a<lministration  of  the  internal  af- 
fairs of  the  country;  they  trace  it  in  the  denunciation  of 
tincomprofflising  hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
they  discern  it  in  the  general  dissuasion  of  all  future  en- 
couragement or  aid  to  be  given  to  objects  of  internal 
improvement^  they  perceive  it  in  the  poKentous  recom- 
mendations to  abandon  all  purpose  of  deriving  a  revenue 
for  the  general  benefit  from  that  invaluable  fund  of  na- 
tional wealth — ^the  public  lands;  and  in  the  astonishing 
proposal  to  give  them  all  away  to  the  States  within  which 
they  are  sitimted,  or  to  adventurers  who  may  be  allured 
hy  promises  of  sharing  in  those  spoils  of  the  national  do- 
main, plundered  from  the  whole  propic  of  the  Union,  to 
become  members  of  this  best  part  of  the  population,  the 
independent  farmers,  cultivators  of  the  soil,  taken  from 
ail  their  fellow-citizens  to  be  gratuitously  bestowed  upon 
them.  They  see  it,  above  all,  in  the  destiny  to  which  the 
message  consigns  the  great  maiuifacttiring  interest  of  the 
country,  including  the  handicraftsmen  and  mechanics  of 
all  our  populous  cities  and  all  our  flourishing  towns. 
These  are  not  the  basis  of  society,  they  are  not  the  culti- 
vators of  the  soil,  they  are  not  the  best  part  of  the  popu- 
lation; their  equal  rights  may  be  trampled  upon,  their 
highest  interests  may  be  sacrificed,  their  property  may  be 
wrested  from  Ihcii^  hands,  themselves  and  their  families 
may  be  driven  by  measures  of  national  policy,  by  acts  of 
the  Government  of  the  Union,  to  beggary  and  ruin,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  independent  farmers,  the  wealthy  land- 
liolders,  the  best  part  of  the  population. 

Such  are  the  practical  consequences  which  mtist  flow 
fi*om  the  reproduction  by  the  head  of  this  National  Union, 
as  a  fundamental  principle  of  Government,  of  the  ohl  and 
long  exploded  doctrine,  that  the  wealthy  landholders  of 
all  countries  constitute  the  best  part  of  their  population. 
Under  this  theory  it  can  no  longer  be  surprising  to  find  in 
the  message  an  entire  system  of  propositions  and  of  re- 
commendations, which,  if  adopted  and  sanctioned  by  the 
L.pgialature,  will  accomplish  a  revolution  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the  solemn  and  deli- 
berate opinion  of  the  subscribers,  a  total  subversion  of 
their  constitution. 

In  descending  from  the  yreneral  axiom,  that  in  all  cotm- 
tries  the  independent  fiirmers  or  wealthy  landholders, 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  constitute  the  best  part  of  the  po- 
pulation, to  the  measures  of  legislation  recommended  to 
Congress  for  carrying  out  this  principle,  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  four  features  are  discernible, 
as  especially  characteristic  of  the  message.  First,  the 
abandonment  for  the  future  of  all  appropriations  of  pub- 


lic moneys  to  purposes  of  internal  improvement.  Second* 
the  practically  total  dereliction  of  all  protection  to  do- 
mestic industry,  whether  agricultural,  manufacturing,  or 
mechanical.  Tliinl,  the  nullification  of  all  future  revenue 
from  the  public  domains,  by  the  bestowal  of  them  in  free 
donation  to  voluntary  settlers  upon  tl>em,  from  the  privi- 
leged class  of  citizens,  cultivators  of  the  soil,  to  swell  the 
numbers  of  the  best  part  of  the  population,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  aH  the  rest,  or  to  the  favored  States  in  which 
this  common  property  happens  to  be  situated.  Fourth, 
the  denunciation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtei,  de- 
preciaiing  the  vahie  of  the  stock  held  in  it  by  the  nation; 
distressing  the  commercial  community  with  suspicions  of 
the  solidity  of  its  funds,  and  stimulating  the  profligacy  of 
fraudulent  gambling  in  its  stock.  In  every  one  of  these 
four  particulars  the  I'ccommendations  of  the  message  are 
in  diametrical  opposition  to  the  well  established,  delibe- 
rately adopted,  and  long  tried  policy  by  which  the  Union 
has  hitherto  been  governed,  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  in  diametrical  opposition  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  formed,  to  the  pr'uiciples  upon 
which  it  has  been  administered,  and,  with  the  most  pain- 
ful, but  most  undoubting  conviction,  the  subscribers  must 
add,  to  the  solemn  compacts  and  indefeasible  obligations 
by  which  the  nation  is  bound. 

Although  the  plan  of  Government  marked  out  and  de- 
lineated in  the  message  forms  a  whole  .system,  sufficiently 
consistent  with  itself  and  all  derivable  from  the  funda- 
mental position  that  the  wealthy  landholders  constitute 
the  best  part  of  the  population,  yet  it  is  observable,  that 
in  every  mstance  the  subordinate  principle  advanced  as 
the  groundwork  of  each  separate  reconjmendation,  is,  by 
the  terms  of  the  message,  so  qualified  in  the  theory,  as 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  to  differ  from  tlie  views  and  opinions 
entertained  by  the  friends  of  the  interest  which  tlie  re- 
commendation itself  is  adopted  to  destroy.  Thus,  for 
example,  in  the  recommenuation  to  abandon  all  future 
appropriations  of  public  moneys  for  purposes  of  internal 
improvement,  the  only  principle  avowed  is,  **that  the 
constitution  does  not  warrant  the  application  of  the  funds 
of  the  General  Government  to  objects  of  internal  im- 
provement, which  are  not  national  in  their  clwiracter." 
Prom  this  position,  the  most  ardent  and  most  liberal 
Friend  of  internal  improvement  will  not  dissent.  No  ap- 
propriation ever  has  been  asked;  there  is  not  the  shadow 
of  a  danger  that  any  appropriation  of  funds  ever  will  be 
asked,  but  for  objects  alleged  to  be  of  a  national  charac- 
ter; and  of  their  legitimate  title  to  that  character,  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  whole  people,  and  of  all  the  State 
Legislatures  in  Congress  assembled,  under  the  control  of 
a  qualified  negative  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union, 
all  acting  under  a  constant  responsibility  to  their  consti- 
tuents, arc  qualified  and  competent  judges.  That  there 
will  be,  as  there  have  been,  diversities  of  opinion,  whe- 
ther any  specified  object  of  internal  improvement  is  or  is 
not  of  a  national  character,  may  be  fVeely  admitted;  and 
that  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be  reasonably  doubted,  the 
wise  and  prudent  policy  of  the  constituted  authoritiea 
will  induce  them  ratlier  to  withhold  than  rrant  the 
appropriation,  is  a  conclusion  deducible  not  leas  fVom 
the  experience  of  the  past,  than  from  the  confidence  due 
to  the  moral  character  of  the  delegated  representatives  of 
the  nation.  That  in  the  great  majority  of  applications  for 
appropriations  in  aid  of  internal  improvements,  which  have 
been  made  to  Ccmgress,  the  objects  fur  which  they  were 
solicited  have  been  of  a  national  character,  could  not  be  and 
was  not  doubted.  Of  tlie  appropriations  made,  the  sub- 
scribers confidently  affirm  that  none  can  be  pointed  out 
which  are  not  unquestionably  of  that  character.  If  there 
has  been  error  in  the  administration  of  the  Government, 
in  the  application  of  appropriations  to  tliese  objects,  it 
has  been  an  error  of  parsimony  and  not  of  profusion;  a 
refusal  of  the  public  money  where  it  ought  to  have  been 
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gnnted,  and  not  a  bestowal  of  it  where  it  ouglit  to  have 
been  denied.  In  the  sober  and  honest  discretion  of  the 
Legislature,  under  the  vigilant  supervision  of  the  Execu- 
tive Chief,  a  guard  amply  sufficient  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  resources  against  wasteful  or  improvident  ex- 
penditures, has  been  provided  by  the  constitution. 

It  is  said  in  the  message,  that  *'  without  some  ^neral 
and  well  defined  principles,  ascertaining  those  objects  of 
internal  improvement  to  which  the  means  of  the  nation 
nay  be  constitutionally  applied,  it  is  obvious  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  can  never  be  .satisfactory."  Suppose 
this  position,  m  its  fullest  extent,  to  be  admitted.  The 
message  does  not  deny  that  the  power  of  granting  appro- 
priations for  internal  improvements  of  a  national  charac- 
ter is  vested,  completely  and  unequivocally  vested,  in 
Congress,  by  the  constitution;  and  the  President  himself, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  has,  in  numerous 
instances,  given  his.sanction  to  such  appropriations.  And 
in  that  grant  of  power,  as  in  all  others,  is  necessarily  and 
unavoidably  implied  the  power  of  ascertaining  und  defin- 
in|p  the  principles  upon  wliich,  in  the  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, it  shall  be  exercised.  If,  therefore,  in  the  exer- 
eiseofthe  power  of  making  such  appropriations  hitherto, 
there  has  been  a  neglect  or  omission  to  ascertain  and  de- 
line  the  principles  upon  which  they  have  been  made,  it  is 
a  duty  yet  to  be  perrornied  by  Congress  itself,  and  which 
requires  the  interposition  of  no  other  power.  It  is  obvi* 
ous  that  to  resort  elsewiiere  than  to  Congress  itself,  to 
ascertain  and  define  the  objects  upon  which  the  power  is 
unquestionably  delegated  to  them  of  appropriating  public 
moneys  to  internal  improvements,  is  precisely  equivalent 
to  a  denial  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  exercise  the  power 
in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

With  regard  to  the  danger  to  which  the  message  sup- 
poses Congress  may  be  exposed,  of  making  hasty  appro- 
priations to  works  of  the  character  of  which  they  may  be 
frequently  ignorant,  tlie  argument  necessarily  presup- 
poses a  habitual,  gross,  and  criminal  neglect  of  their  du- 
ties, by  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  a  reflection 
upon  the  honor  and  honesty  of  those  bodies,  of  which  the 
subscribers  deem  it  sufficient  to  say  tliat  it  is  equally  un- 
warrantable and  misplaced.  So  long  as  the  members  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress  shall  entertain  a  just  sense  of 
their  duties  to  their  country,  to  their  constituents,  and  to 
their  own  characters,  so  long  there  is,  and  will  be  no  dan- 

ger— none,  whatever,  of  their  being  exposed  to  make 
asty  appropriations  to  works  of  the  character  of  which 
they  are  ignorant,  or  to  any  other  purpose.  The  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  Congress  are  sccountable  for  the 
wisdom,  as  well  as  for  the  purity  of  their  official  conduct, 
not  to  the  Executive  Magistrate,  himself  accountable  to 
them  for  his  own,  but  to  their  constituents  and  to  their 
country.  Nor  has  that  country  committed  to  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  the  custody  of  its  own  purity,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  elective  franchise.  If  it  be  true  that  a  pros- 
pect of  making  navigable  a  creek  or  river— of  bringing 
commerce  to  the  doors  of  the  people— or  of  increasing  the 
value  of  their  property,  may  operate  occasionally  as  in- 
ducements to  individuals  to  favor  by  their  sufirages  the 
success  of  a  candidate  whom  they  may  suppose  to  be  bet- 
ter qualified  than  his  opponent,  to  obtain  for  tliem  those 
great  and  valuable  improvements — is  it  justice  or  equity 
— is  it  a  fair  perception  of  the  nature  of  things,  to  stigma- 
tize  tlijs  as  a  corrupting  influence?  No  influence  can  be 
morelgust  and  pure.  To  benefit  the  people,  by  making 
navigable  the  river  or  creek  in  their  neighborhood — by 
bringing  commerce  to  their  doors — and  by  increasing  the 
value  of  their  property,  are  among  the  most  important 
and  most  valuable  services  that  a  representative  can  ren- 
der to  his  constituents.  To  draw  good  from  evil,  is  one 
of  the  high  and  holy  attributes  of  Omnipotence.  To  draw 
evil  from  good,  is  the  peculiar  attribute  of  Uie  arch  enemy 
of  mankind}  but  singuliar«  indeed^  is  the  aspect  of  that  po- 


litical axiom,  uhich  imputes  dishonesty  to  the  representa- 
tive in  the  zeal  with  which  he  promotes  the  interests  of  his 
constituents;  and  finds  the  evidence  of  corruption  in  the 
exercise  of  the  highest  beneficence.     Suppose  this  ca- 
lumniated influence  to  be  successful;  suppose  a  candi- 
date to  be  elected  to  Congress,  by  the  coididence  of  his 
constituents  in  the  superiority  of  his  talent  and  capacity  to 
obtain  appropriations  of  public  money  to  render  their 
neighboring  river  navigable — to  bring  commerce  to  their 
doors,  and  to  increase  the  value  of  their  property — talent 
and  capacity  are  qualities  of  which  men  seldom  form 
erroneous  estimates,  in  the  choice  of  their  representatives, 
when  their  judgments  are  enlightened  by  their  interest. 
Talent  and  capacity,   brought  into  tlie  repreaentatire 
councils  of  the  nation,  by  the  selection  of  a  member  for 
one  district,  under  the  influence  of  a  belief  that  it  will  be 
exerted  for  the  benefit  of  those  by  whom  he  is  chosen,  is 
talent  and  capacihr  available  on  the  scene  where  it  bss 
been  introduced,  for  all  the  great  interests  of  the  nation. 
It  is  there  that  the  representative  of  every  single  district 
becomes  a  representative  of  the  whole  people.     As  the 
representative  of  one  district,  he  has,  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  his  immediate  constituenls,  but  one  of  more 
than  two  hundred  votes:  but  that  one  vote  he  has  also 
upon  all  the  questions  within  the  competency  of  Congress, 
and  affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole  nation,  and  of  all 
its  parts.  The  result,  then,  of  every  election  which  brings 
into  this  House  a  member,  recommended  to  the  favor  of 
his  constituents  by  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  msy 
promote  the  internal  improvement  of  his  own  neighbor- 
hood, is  essentiallv  advantageous  to  the  whole  nation,  and 
has  a  direct  tendency  to  establish  a  hig^  standard  of  in- 
tellectual worth,  as  the  measure  of  qualification  for  a  sett 
in  tlie  House.     It  is  congenial  to  that  spirit  of  moral  ele- 
vation and  dignity  which  constitutes  the  only  solid  foun- 
dation of  representative  Government;  and  it  is  only  by 
confounding  the  elements  of  good  and  evil  thdt  it  can  be 
stignuitized  as  tainted  with  corruption. 

As  little  can  the  subscribers  yield  their  assent  to  the 
reasoning  in  the  message,  which  effectively  urges  upon 
Congrem  to  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  aU  powers  of 
which  more  than  one-fourth,  that  is,  seven  States  of  this 
Union,  would  be  unwilling  now  to  make  the  grant,  and 
which  any  still  smaller  portion  of  the  people  may,  at  any 
period  since  the  existence  of  the  constitution,  hare  oppos- 
ed or  resisted  under  the  vague  and  indefinite  denomina^ 
tion  of  doubtftil  powers.    Fearful  and  hopeless^  Indeed, 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  people  of  these  United 
States,  if  every  grant  of  power  delegated  by  tbem,  for 
their  own  benefit  and  improvement,  to  their  united  na- 
tional supreme  Legislature,  should  be  annulled  or  struck 
with  impotence  by  every  scruple  of  doubt  which  the  re- 
finements of  metaphysical  subtlety,  the  transient  ebulli- 
tions of  popular  excitement,  or  the  factious  instigmtioro  of 
electioneering  artifice,  have,  from  time  to  time,  dissemi- 
nated over  different  sections  of  the  country.     Tliere  is, 
perhsps,  not  a  single  grant  of  power  to  Congress  in  tbst 
great  national  compact  of  Government,  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  at  some  period  of  our  history  bss 
not  been  assailed  by  numerous  parties  and  their  con- 
troversial wranglers,  as  doubtful  powers;  even  at  tbis 
hour  we  are,  apparently,  on  the  verge  of  a  conflict  in 
arms,  on  the  very  borders  of  a  civil  war  with  one  of 
the  States  of  tlie  Union,  for  the  exercise  of  powers  the 
want  of  which  first  gave  rise  to  the  constitutioo  itself, 
which  have  been  quietly  exercised  from  the  organization 
of  the  Government  for  nearly  forty  years  without  a  dis- 
senting voice;  and  which  now,  under  the  newhgj^ita  oC 
nullification,  have  been  discovered  to  be  such  plain  and 
palpable  violations  of  the  constitution  as  to  warrant  the 
State  in  which  this  discovery  has  been  made,  in  resorting 
to  her  sovereign  power  to  declare  them  within  her  own 
borders  null  and  void.    There  are  seven  Stat«s  of  this 
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Union,  the  whole  free  population  of  which,  by  the  returns 
of  the  last  census,  amounted  only  to  seven  hundred  ai\d 
seventy-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighteen  souls;  a 
majority  of  these,  sufficient  to  command  the  vote  and  de- 
cision of  them  all,  would  be  less  than  four  hundred  thou- 
sand; and  thus,  upon  the  recommendations  of  the  message, 
a  nation,  consisting  of  ten  millions  of  freemen,  must  be 
crippled  in  the  exercise  of  all  their  associated  power,  un* 
manned  of  all  their  energies  applicable  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  own  condition,  by  the  doubts,  scruples,  or 
fanciful  discontents  of  a  portion  among  themselves,  less  in 
numbers  than  double  the  amount  of  population  in  the  sin- 
gle city  of  New  York. 

The  subscribers  assume  as  a  principle,  demonstrated 


vorcrs  of  all."  This  was  the  patriotism  of  Cicero;  this 
was  the  philosophy  of  Plato,  two  thousand  years  and  up- 
wards before  the  declaration  of  independence.  The  doc- 
trine is  founded  upon  eternal  truth.  It  is  the  only  doc- 
trine upon  which  Governments  of  equal  rights  can  be 
foundea;  as  that  which  divides  the  population  into  a  best 
and  a  worst  part  is  the  never-failing  source  of  tyranny  and 
oppression,  of  civil  strife,  the  shedding  of  brothers'  blood, 
and  the  total  extinction  of  freedom. 

The  subscribers  hope  and  trust,  therefore,  that  Con- 
gress will  not  abdicate,  by  nonuser,  the  power  deleg^ated 
to  them  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  of  making 
appropriations  of  public  money  to  great  national  objects 
of  internal  improvement.     They  consider  the  exercise  of 


beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt,  that  of  the  whole  free  po-  the  power  as  essential  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 


pulation  of  the  Union,  a  vast  majority-^they  entertain, 
themselves,  no  question  that  it  is  a  majority  amounting  to 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  whole — believe,  without  a 
scintillation  of  doubt,  that  the  power  of  appropriating 
public  moneys  to  objects  of  internal  improvement  of  a 
national  character,  as  understood  by  Congress  itself,  has 
been  delegated  to  Congress  by  the  whole  people,  in  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  message  itself  does 
-not  question  this  gpvnt  of  power;  and  it  is  tacitly  affirmed 
by  the  Chief  Magistrate  himself,  in  his  sign  manual  affixed 
to  every  act  of  Congress  making  such  appropriations 
which  has  received  his  signature.  What  reason  or  motive, 
then,  can  there  be  for  Congress  to  interdict  itself  from 
the  exercise  of  beneficent  power,  essentia]  to  the  welfiire 
and  prosperity  of  the  whole  people,  to  gratify  the  dog-in- 
manger  disposition  of  less  than  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
community  ?  Truly,  very  truly,  does  the  message  say  that 
**  there  is  nothing  so  worthy  of  the  constant  solicitude  of 
this  Government  as  the  harmony  and  anion  of  the  peo- 
ple;" but,  is  it  imagined  that  harmony  and  union  can  be 
promoted  by  the  perpetual  sacrifice  of  the  will,  the  inte- 
rest, and  the  wellbeing  of  nineteen-twentieths  of  the 
whole  people,  to  the  contracted  and  envious  passions,  or 
to  the  sordid  parsimony  of  the  remaining  twentieth?  The 
subscribers  will  neither  express  nor  entertain  a  suspicion 
that  the  recommendation  to  apply  to  the  States  of  this 
Union  for  g^nts  of  additional  power  to  Congress,  and  in 
the  mean  time  to  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  all  powers, 
which  the  one-twentieth  part  of  the  people  may  be  pleased 
or  instigated  to  consider  as  doubtful,  was  not  made  m  good 
faith  and  sincerity;  but  without  questioning  the  motive 
which  could  lead  to  such  a  proposal,  they  cannot  but  re- 
gard it  in  effect  as  disclosing  the  purpose  of  disabling  and 
abdicating  all  power  of  makin|f  appropriations  for  aU  and 
every  g^at  object  of  internal  improvement  hereafter  and 
forever.  As  little  hesitation  have  they  in  declaring  it  as 
their  belief,  that  this  purpose,  and  the  whole  system  of 
which  it  forms  a  part,  is  in  nowise  calculated  to  promote 
the  harmony  and  union  of  the  people.  It  is  a  natural  ema- 
nation from  the  fountain  of  a  principle  divided  itself,  and 


the  whole  people;  they  believe  it  to  have  been  delegated 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  that  welfare;  and  that  to  re- 
frain from  the  exercise  of  the  power  would  be  a  derelic- 
tion of  duty  in  Congress  itself,  and  treachery  to  the  trust 
committed  to  them  by  the  people.     Tliey  further  believe 
that  the  people  of  this  Union  never  will  submit  to  a  per- 
manent abandonment  of  the  principle,  hitherto  so  suc- 
cessfully and  so  advantageously  to  them  carried  into  prac- 
tice, of  making  such  appropriations:  that  however  it  may 
be  suspended  for  a  time,  under  a  theory  of  partial  prefer- 
ence to  an  imaginary  best  part  of  the  population,  it  will 
never  be  (extinguished  but  with  the  life-blood  of  the  Union 
itself.     For  what  is  the  final  result  of  this  doctrine  of  ab- 
dicating powers  arbitrarily  designated  as  doubtful?  What 
but  the  degradation  and  impotence  of  the  nation  itself? — 
the  deg^radation  of  chaining  its  own  hands?  of  fettering  its 
own  feet?  of  disabling  itself  from  bettering  its  own  con- 
dition?   The  impotence  of  inability  to  employ  its  own 
faculties  for  its  own  improvement.     It  is  the  principle 
upon  which  the  roving  I'artar  denieshimself  a  permanent 
habitation,  because  to  him  the  wandering  shepherd  is  the 
best  part  of  the  population;  the  principle  upon  which  the 
savage  of  the  American  forest  refuses  to  till  the  ground, 
because  to  him  the  hunter  of  the  woods  is  the  best  part 
of  the  population.     Imperfect  civilization  in  all  stsges  of 
human  society  shackles  itself  with  fanatical  prejudices  of 
exclusive  favor  to  its  own  occupations,  as  the  owner  of  a 
plantation  with  a  hundred  slaves  believes  the  summit  of 
human  virtue  to  be  attained  only  by  independent  farmers, 
cultivators  of  the  soil.    Not  by  such  opinions  or  such 
maxims  of  Government  were  the  people  of  the  United 
States  animated  and  inspired,  when,  *'  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  ensure  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  or  liberty 
to  themselves  and  their  posterity,  they  did  ordain  and  es- 
tablish the  constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America." 
I'heir  purpose,  in  this  g^eat  and  solemn  mutual  covenant, 
was  their  own  improvement— the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  whole.     The  constitution  itself  is  but  one 


the  source  of  all  fatal  division — a  principle  which  pronoun-  great  organized  engine  of  improvement — physical,  moral. 


ces  one  class  of  the  citizens  of  this  Union,  to  the  disparage 
ment  of  all  others,  the  best  part  of  the  population. 

The  subscribers  disclaim  all  communion  of  sentiment 
with  this  opinion,  to  which  they  can  assent  as  true  in  no 
sense  whatever.  They  deny  that  there  is  any  sense  to 
which  language  can  g^ve  utterance;  and  in  which  the  cul- 
tivators ofthe  soil,  be  they  who  they  may,  included  under 
the  denomination,  can,  with  truth,  be  called  the  best  part 
of  the  population.  They  believe,  on  the  contrary,  with 
the  greatest  orator,  statesman,  and  patriot  of  ancient 
Rome,  and  with  the  sublimeat  genius  of  ancient  Greece, 
with  Cicero  and  with  Plato,  that  **  whosoever  gives  pre- 
ference to  one  part  of  the  citizens,  and  neglects  another 
part,  introduces  into  the  community  the  elements  of  the 
most  pernicious  discord  and  sedition.  It  necessarily 
•produces  rival  factions,  some  favoring  the  populace, 
and  some  fitroring  the  best,  and  leaving  scarcely  any  fa- 


political.  It  directed  the  assemblage,  from  time  to  time, 
of  chosen  bodies  of  men,  vested  with  limited  powers,  to 
consult,  to  deliberate,  and  to  act  upon  all  the  great  inte- 
rests of  peace  and  war,  common  to  the  people.  It  was 
no  compact  of  separate  and  distinct  bodies  politic.  The 
separate  States  were  not  competent  to  form  any  such  com- 
pact, or  to  confer  any  such  powers;  the  people  of  each 
State  were  competent  to  form,  and  did  form,  constitutions 
for  themselves;  but  their  sphere  of  action  to  ordain  and 
establish  was  limited  within  their  own  boundaries.  For 
where  did  the  State,  the  creature  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple of  Massachusetts,  where  did,  or  where  could,  that 
State  acquire  the  right  of  bestowing  upon  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  a  right  of  representation  in  this  House  ?  As 
well  might  the  State  of  Massachusetts  have  undertaken 
to  ordain  and  establish  who  should  be  represented  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  in  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
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ties  of  France.  The  whole  people  of  the  United  States 
were  alone  competent  to  determine  and  to  ordain  how, 
and  in  what  manner,  they  and  their  posterity  should  be 
represented  in  this  assembly;  and  as  well  mig^ht  it  be  con- 
tended that  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  had  no  existence,  or 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  was  a  Spanish  colony,  were 
parties  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  at  its  for- 
mation, as  that  the  parties  to  it  were  the  thirteen  States 
of  which  the  old  lifeless  confederation  had  been  composed. 
The  constitution  was,  as  it  is  on  its  face  declared  to  be, 
the  act  of  the  whole  people,  and  it  is  the  instrument  by 
which  they  organized  the  means  of  effecting  the  improve- 
ments of  their  own  condition,  by  the  agency  of  their  Go- 
vernment. In  refraining  from  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
delegated  to  them  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  the  Go- 
vernment not  only  abdicate  their  own  power,  but  effec- 
tively disable  that  of  the  nation  itself.  The  energy  which 
slumbers  in  their  hands,  is  no  better  than  dead  to  the  good 
of  the  people;  it  arrests  the  hand  of  Divine  beneficence 
itself;  aeg^des  the  nation  to  a  level  of  inferiority  among 
the  families  of  mankind,  and  proclaims  as  the  fundamen- 
tal law  of  their  association  their  inability  to  apply  their 
own  faculties  to  their  own  elevation  in  the  scale  of  being. 

It  is,  then,  with  sentiments  of  deep  mortification  and  of 
unqualified  dissent,  that  the  subscribers  have  observed 
the  earnest  recommendations  to  Congress  in  the  message, 
to  abandon  the  whole  system  of  appropriations  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  which  has  hitherto  been  pursued; 
which  was  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment;  and 
which,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  has  been  contributing  to 
increase  the  comforts,  to  multiply  the  enjoyments,  and  to 
consolidate  the  strength  and  happiness  of  the  American 
people.  1*0  abandon  them  all,  fur  in  no  other  light  can 
they  consider  the  extraordinary  though  vagfue  and  indefi- 
nite commendations  of  simplicity,  as  the  suitable  charac- 
teristic for  the  Government  of  a  nation  of  swarming  mil- 
lions of  human  beings — the  intensely  urgent  exhortations 
to  Congress  to  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  all  beneficent 
powers,  which  one-twentieth  psrt  of  the  people  may  carp 
and  cavil  at  as  doubtful — the  incomprehensible  argument 
that  harmony  and  union  are  to  be  promoted  by  6ti fling 
the  firm  and  manly  voice  of  nineteen-twentieths  of  our 
constituents,  to  satisfy  the  brainsick  doubts,  or  appease 
the  menacing  clamors  of  less  than  one-twentieth — and, 
finally,  the  direct  recommendation  to  Congress,  to  dispose 
of  all  stocks  now  held  by  the  General  Government  in  cor 
porations,  whether  created  by  the  General  or  State  Go- 
vernments,  and  to  place  the  proceeds  in  the  treasury. 

In  these  recommendations,  and  in  the  spirit  with  which 
they  are  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  Congress,  the 
subscribers  can  discern  nothing  less  than  a  proposed  revo- 
lution of  government  in  this  Union — a  revolution,  the 
avowed  purpose  of  which  is  to  reduce  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  a  simple  machine.  A  simple  machine?  The 
universe  in  which  we  daily  revolve,  and  which  seems  to 
our  vision  daily  to  revolve  round  u«,  is  a  simple  machine 
under  the  guidance  of  nn  omnipotent  band.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  functionaries  pro- 
vided by  the  constitution  fi)r  the  ordinary  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Government,  but  not  entrusted  even 
with  the  power  of  action  upon  any  proposed  alteration  or 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  undertakes  to  reduce  the 
General  Government  to  a  simple  machine— the  simplicity 
of  which  shall  consist  of  universal  beneficence,  in  pre- 
serving peace,  affording  a  uniform  currency,  maintaining 
the  inviolability  of  contracts,  difliising  intelligence,  and 
discharging,  unfelt,  its  other  (nameless,  unenumerated, 
and  undefined)  superintending  functions.  Truly  this  sim- 
plicity may  be  aptly  compared  with  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  universe;  needing  only  an  omnipotent  hand 
to  guide  and  regulate  its  movements,  and  differing  from 
it,  as  would  seem,  only  in  the  self-denial  of  all  power  to 
improve  the  condition,  or  promote  the  general  welfare  of 


the  community,  by  and  for  whom  this  simple  machine  waa 
ordained.  To  the  subscribers,  it  appears  that,  of  all  the 
attributes  of  Government  among  men,  simplicity  is  ttielast 
that  deserves  commendation .  The  simplest  of  all  Govern- 
ments is  an  absolute  despotism;  and  it  may  confidently  be 
affirmed,  that,  in  proportion  as  a  Government  approaches 
to  simplicity,  will  always  be  its  spproaches  to  arbitrary 
power.  It  is  by  the  complication  of  Government  alone, 
that  tlie  freedom  of  mankind  can  be  secured;  simplicity 
is  the  essential  characteristic  in  the  condition  of  all  slaveiy; 
and  if  the  people  of  these  United  States  enjoy  a  greater 
share  of  liberty  than  any  other  nation  upon  earth,  it  is  be- 
cause, of  all  the  Governments  upon  earth,  theirs  b  the 
most  complicated.  The  simplicity  to  which  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  message  would  reduce  the  machine  of 
Government,  is  a  simplicity  of  impotence;  an  abdication 
of  the  power  to  do  gpooil;  a  divestment  of  all  power  in 
this  confederated  people  to  improve  their  own  condition. 

In  the  recommendations  of  the  message,  relating  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands,  the  subscribers  perceive  the 
same  speculative  aversion  to  control,  which  seeks  to  re- 
duce the  Government  to  a  simple  machine,  the  same  pre- 
ference of  one  class  of  citizens — the  independent  fiumers, 
cultivators  of  the  soil — over  all  other  members  of  tlie  com- 
munity. The  recommendations  of  the  message  are,  *'  that 
the  public  lands  shall  cease,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  be 
a  source  of  revenue;  that  they  be  sold  to  settlers,  tn  limit- 
ed parcels,  at  a  price  barely  sufficient  to  reiroburae  to  the 
United  States  the  expenses  of  the  present  system,  and 
the  cost  arising  under  our  Indian  compacts;  and^tbat,  in 
convenient  time,  the  machinery  of  accurate  surveys  and 
^undoubted  titles  be  withdrawn  from  the  States,  and  the 
right  of  soil,  and  the  future  disposition  of  it,  be  surren- 
dered to  the  States  respectively  in  which  it  lies." 

The  proposition  is  to  g^ve  away  all  the  public  lands- 
first,  to  enable  individual  adventurers  to  secure  an  inde- 
pendent freehold,  because  cultivators  of  the  soil  are  the 
best  part  of  the  population;  and,  finally,  to  surrender  all 
the  remainder  to  the  States  in  which  the  lands  are  situated, 
because  *'it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  new  States  will 
remain  longer  contented  with  the  present  policy,  after 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt." 

The  public  lands  are  the  property  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States;  they  are  the  national  domain.     To 
give  them  away  to  individual  adventurers,  is  to  take  away 
the  properly  of  one  portion  of  the  citizens^  and  bestow  it 
upon  another;  and,  as  if  this  outrage  upon  the  right  of 
property  were  not  sufficient  without  the  superaddition  of 
insult,  the  plundered  portion  of  the  commnmty  are  told 
that  those  on  whom  their  lands  are  lavished,  are  the  best 
part  of  the  population.    It  is  said  in  the  message  that  "  the 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  are  distributed 
chiefly  among  the  States  which  had  not  originally  any 
claim  to  them."    Were  this  a>^sertion  true,  what  possible 
bearing  can  the  places  where  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
property  are  distributed,  have  upon  the  right  of  the  pro- 
prietor to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale?    The  proceeds  ol^the 
sales  of  public  lands  are  not  distributed  in  grfttuities. 
What  is  meant  by  the  assertion  that  they  are  distributed 
among  States?    They  are  not  distributed  among  States  at 
all.     What  is  meant  by  '*  States  which  had  not  originally 
any  claim  to  them?"  What  State  had  originally  any  claim 
to  the  public  lands  in  Louisiana  or  Florida?  Whatportfos 
of  the  public  lands  is  there  to  which  the  whole  Union,  and 
of  course  every  State  in  the  Union,  had  not  originally  a 
claim?  From  the  very  formation  of  the  confederstion,  all 
the  States,  within  which  not  an  inch  of  public  land  existed, 
had  a  claim  to  their  just  proportion  of  the  public  lands 
situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  other  States — and 
that  claim  was  just;  in  deference  to  the  justice  of  that 
claim,  all  the  cessions  of  public  lands  w^ere  made  by  the 
States  in  which  they  were  situated;  and  without  those  ces- 
sions, the  confederation  never  would  have  been  formed. 
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The  rij^ht  of  the  whole  people,  therefore,  to  all  the  public 
lands,  IS  a  perfect  right,  independent,  totally  indepen- 
dent, of  all  consideration  of  the  localities  where  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  them  may  be  distributed,  and  for  the 
enjoyment  of  which,  as  a  right  founded  in  the  first  ele- 
ments of  human  society,  the  States  wherein  the  lands  are 
situated  have  no  more  right  to  be  discontented  than  the 
tenant  of  a  dwelling-house  belonging  to  another  has  the 
right  to  be  discontented  that  the  fee  of  the  possession  is 
in  his  landlord  and  not  in  himself. 

This  right  of  property  is,  however,  not  wholly  unquali- 
fied. The  cessions  of  territory  made  to  the  United  States 
by  the  States  of  New  York,  Virginia,  Blassachutetts,  Con- 
necticut, South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  were  all  conditional; 
and  the  common  condition  of  all  the  grants  was,  that  the 
lands  by  them  respectively  ceded  should  be  held  and  dis- 
posed of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  United  States, 
the  ceding  State  included,  and  for  no  other  use  whatso- 
ever. Upon  this  condition,  all  the  cessions  were  accepted 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  the 
United  States  thereby  contracted  the  solemn  and  positive 
engagement  to  hold  and  dispose  of  all  the  lands  thus  ceded 
conformably  to  that  condition,  and  to  no  other  use  what- 
ever. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  third  section 
of  the  fourth  article,  declares  that  **  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States^"  with  the  express  addition  that 
"  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  par- 
ticular State."  And  in  the  sixth  article,  it  provides 
'*  that  all  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into, 
before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid 
against  the  United  States  under  this  constitution  as  under 
the  confederation." 

It  appears  to  the  subscribers  that  Congress  could  nei- 
ther give  away  the  public  lands  to  individual  settlers,  to 
enable  them  to  acquire  independent  freeholds,  or  surren- 
dcr  them  to  the  States  in  which  they  are  situated,  without 
a  threefold  violation  of  the  constitution:  first,  by  abdi- 
cating the  power  entrusted  to  them  of  disposing  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  conformably  to  the  condi- 
tions under  which  it  is  held,  and  of  making  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  it;  secondly,  by  prejudic- 
ing the  just  and  undoubted  claims,  both  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  every  particular  State  within  which  there 
are  no  public  lands;  and,  thirdly,  by  trampling  under  foot 
solemn  engagements  entered  into  before  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution.  In  the  list  of  powers  to  be  exercised  by 
Congress,  when  the  Government  shall  be  reduced  to  the 
simple  machine,  avowed  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  Presi* 
dent  by  the  recommendations  of  the  message,  this  power 
of  disposing  of,  and  making  needful  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  territory  and  other  property  of  the  United  States, 
is  entirely  overlooked;  very  consistently,  indeed;  for  if  the 
whole  property  should  be  squandered  away  to  make  in- 
dependent freeholders,  or  surrendered  to  the  States  where- 
in the  common  possession  happens  to  be  located,  there 
will  be  no  longer  any  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  to  dispose  of,  or  needing  rules  and  regulations  to 
be  prescribed  by  Congress.  The  Government  will  be 
made  a  much  simpler  machine;  but  it  will  be  a  simplicity 
purchased  with  all  the  wealth,  all  the  rights,  and  all  the 
good  faith  of  the  nation;  purchased  ^by  prejudicing  the 
claims  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every  State  other  than 
those  in  which  the  lands  are  situated;  purchased  by  set- 
ting at  naught  the  first  principle  of  justice,  the  sacred 
rights  of  property,  and  the  explicit  engagements  not  only 
entered  into  before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  but 
pledges  of  faith,  without  which  the  confederation  itself 
never  would  have  been  sanctioned. 

The  same  principles  are  applicable  to  the  public  lands 


situated  within  the  States  formed  from  the  territories  in- 
cluded in  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  Floridas. 
These  are  lands  not  only  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
but  purchased  with  moneys  from  their  common  treasury. 
Upon  the  principles  recommended  in  the  message,  the 
whole  mass  of  them  may  be  given  away  to  foreigners,  to 
emigrants  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  aliens,  and 
perhaps  enemies  to  this  count rvj  who  may  thus  be  con- 
verted into  independent  freeholders,  and  constitute,  under 
this  improved  code  of  morals,  the  best  part  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  subscribers  deem' it  an  excellent  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  Union  to  welcome  the  useful  industry  of  fo- 
reign freemen  seeking  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  equal 
rights,  and  honest  subsistence,  and  the  chances  of  afflu- 
ence upon  our  shores;  but  they  conceive  it  neither  politic 
nor  just  to  bestow  upon  them,  or  upon  anv  adventurers, 
whether  of  foreign  or  of  domestic  birth,  the  acquisitions 
of  the  nation,  made  with  the  moneys  levied  upon  all  the 
people  in  all  the  States. 

Congress  are  told  in  the  message  that  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  the  new  States  will  ••  remain  longer  content- 
ed with  the  present  policy,  after  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt."  By  the  present  policy  is  here  meant  the  poli- 
cy of  holding  and  disposing  of  the  public  lands  as  public 
property.  The  proposal  is,  therefore,  to  change  the  pre- 
sent policy,  for  that  of  giving  away  this  public  property, 
partly  to  individual  adventurers,  and  the  remainder  to  the 
*•  new  States"— one  of  which  is  the  State  of  Tennessee. 
And  what  are  the  arguments  by  which  this  change  of 
policy,  or,  in  other  words,  this  surrender  of  property,  is 
urged?  It  is  said  **  that  the  adventurous  and  hardy  popu- 
lation of  the  West,  besides  contributing  their  equal  share 
of  taxation  under  our  impost  system,  have,  in  the  progress 
of  our  Government,  for  the  lands  they  occupy,  paid  into 
the  treasury  a  large  proportion  of  forty  millions  of  dollars; 
and,  of  the  revenues  received  therefrom,  but  a  small  part 
has  been  expended  amongst  them."  Is  this  a  reason  for 
giving  away  to  new  adventurer?,  or  to  new  States,  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  adventurous  and  hardy  population 
of  the  West,  in  common  with  the  adventurous  and  hardy 
population  of  all  the  rest  of  the  Union?  To  the  epithets 
of  adventurous  and  hardy,  applied  to  the  population  of  the 
West,  the  subscribers  take  no  exception,  as  descriptive  of 
qualities  truly  belonging  to  that  class  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens: that  pO[iu1ation  went  forth  from  the  old  and  long 
settled  Slates,  from  the  thirteen  confederates  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  left  behind  them  a  population  not  less  adven- 
turous and  hardy  than  tliemselves.  If  the  population  of 
the  West  have  contributed  their  equal  share  of  taxation 
under  our  impost  system,  so  have  the  population  of  all  the 
rest  of  the  Union.  If,  in  the  progress  of  the  Government, 
they  have  paid  into  the  treasury  a  large  portion  of  forty 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  lands  they  occupy,  they  have  re- 
ceived, in  the  property  of  those  lands  transferred  to  them 
by  the  nation,  the  value  to  them  of  many  hundred  millions 
of  dollars  as  an  equivalent.  1'hat  a  small  part  of  the  re- 
venue I'eceived  from  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  has 
been  expended  amongst  them,  if  estimated  in  proportion 
to  the  relative  amount  of  revenue  collected  amongst  them, 
may  be  doubted;  but  the  subscribers  believe  that  justice 
and  policy  would  alike  dictate  a  larger  expenditure  of  the 
revenue  amongst  the  population  in  the  West,  than  has  yet 
been  authorized.  It  is  in  the  Western  country  that  the 
greatest,  the  most  useful,  and  the  most  c  xpen&i\e  works  of 
internal  improvement  have  been  undertaken,  or  are  most 
urgently  needed.  Tctsuch  works,  unquestionablv  of  a 
national  character,  the  subscribers  believe  tliat  a  full  and 
ample  proportion  of  the  public  revenue,  whether  col- 
lected from  the  sales  of  public  lands  or  from  other  sources, 
ought  to  be  applied,  and  the  moneys  so  appropriated 
would  be  almost  exclusively  expended  among  the  popu' 
lation  of  the  West.  It  is  in  this  manner  that,  without 
doing  injustice  to  any  other  part  of  tht  Union,  the  pro- 
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ceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  may  be  applied  to 
the  special  iroproTement  of  the  Western  country;  that 
they  may  be,  beneficially  to  all,  expended  among  the  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands  themselves,  and,  while  contribut- 
ing to  the  improvement  of  the  whole  Union,  facilitate  and 
encourage  the  progress  of  the  new  settlements,  by  fur- 
nishing, at  once,  occupation  for  industry,  reward  for  labor, 
and  the  rapid  appreciation  of  the  lands  upon  which  the 
settlers  may  fix  their  abode.  Such,  the  subscribers  be- 
lieve, are  the  dictates  of  a  policy,  at  once  prudent  and 
magnanimous:  but  this  policy  cannot  be  promoted  by  ar- 
resting the  progress  of  works  already  commenced;  by  re- 
fusing appropriations  for  works  demonstrated  to  be  of  a 
national  character;  or  by  giving  away  to  single  adven- 
turers, iir  to  the  new  States,  the  whole  invaluable  fund, 
inexhaustible,  if  duly  managed,  for  long  centuries  to  come, 
of  lands  purchased  by  the  blood  of  our  revolutionary  fa- 
thers, and  by  their  treasures  or  our  own. 

In  this  examination  of  the  proposal  to  give  away  all  the 
public  lands  of  the  Union,  the  subscribers  have  deemed  it 
their  indispensable  duty,  though  a  painful  one  it  has  been, 
to  resort  to  the  first  principles  of  natural  justice,  to  tlie 
sacred  right  of  property,  and  to  the  positive  injunctions 
of  the  constitution,  to  prove  that  it  is  alike  subversive  of 
them  all.  The  project  itself  is  not  new:  the  subscribers 
are  unwilling  either  to  trace  its  origin,  or  to  scan  the  mo- 
tives and  purposes  from  which  it  proceeded.  But  never 
before  have  they  witnessed;  never  again,  they  will  hope, 
may  it  be  seen  serioualy  recommended  in  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The 
public  lands  are  the  property  of  the  Union;  the  possession, 
the  use,  and  the  disposal  of  them,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole,  are  guarantied  by  the  elementary  principle  at  the 
foundation  of  civil  society,  by  the  immutable  laws  of  jus- 
tice, and  by  the  express  terms  of  the  constitution,  which 
we  have  all  sworn  to  support.  The  power  to  give  them 
away  has  not  only  never  been  delegated  to  Congress,  it 
has  been,  by  direct  implication,  prohibited.  The  at- 
tempt to  give  them  away,  by  an  act  of  Congress;  would 
be  an  act  of  transcendent  usurpation,  null  and  void  in 
itself,  and  substituting  arbitrary  power  in  the  place  of 
constitutional  right.  I'he  attempt  to  carry  it  into  eflect 
would  be  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  an  inexting^isliable 
brand  of  civil  war.  This  the  subscribers  do  with  the  pro- 
foundest  conviction  believe;  this  they  cannot,  without 
violating  the  trust  reposed  in  tliem  by  their  constituents, 
refrain  from  declaring.  They  solemnly  deprecate  the 
contingency  that  such  a  proposal  should  ever  again  be 
made. 

Congenial  with  it,  and  apparently  flowing  from  the 
same  erroneous  and  partial  fundamental  principle  of  go- 
vernment, that  the  wealthy  landholders  are  the  best  part 
of  the  population,  the  subscribers  are  constrained  to  con- 
sider all  the  recommendations  of  the  message  in  relation 
to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country.  The  spirit 
of  the  message  looks  steadily,  though  with  occasional 
blenching,  to  that  interest,  as  a  victim  to  be  sacrificed. 
The  approaches  to  the  altar  are  not  always  direct,  but 
the  instrument  of  death  is  never  sheathed,  and  the  grasp 
with  which  it  is  held  is  ever  intent  to  strike  the  blow.  As 
in  the  principle  of  limitation  to  the  congressional  power 
of  appropriating  money  for  internal  improvement,  so,  in 
the  restriction  of  that  which  may  be  exercised  for  the 
protection  of  domestic  industry,  care  is  taken  to  com- 
mence with  a  general  axiom,  which  the  friends  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  themselves  will  readily  admit. 
Tliat  the  revenue  of  the  National  Government  should  be 
adapted  to  their  expenditures,  and  that  the  expenditures 
should  be  strictly  limited  within  the  sphere  of  objects 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  regulated  by  a  severe 
and  vigilant  economy,  the  most  ardent  friends  of  the 
manufactures  will  clicerfiilly  allow.  Nor  would  they 
deny  '*  that  the  protection  afforded  by  existing  laws  to 


any  branches  of  the  national  industry  should  not  exceed 
what  may  be  necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of 
foreign  nations,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  those  articles  of 
manufacture  essential  to  the  national  independence  and 
safety  in  time  of  war."  If  the  enunciation  of  the  princi- 
ple of  legitimate  protection  in  these  terms  discloses  a 
mind  in  search  of  reasons  for  withdrawing  the  protection 
secured  by  existing  laws,  it  is  rather  in  the  disposition 
thus  evinced,  than  m  the  abstract  proposition  with  which 
it  is  clothed,  that  the  manufacturing  interest  may  discern 
the  determined  hostility  with  which  it  is  assailed.  Tlie 
manufacturer  asks  for  no  protection  beyond  that  which 
may  be  necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of  foreign 
nations,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  the  articles  essential  to 
the  national  safety  in  time  of  war.  But  this  protection 
has  been  extended  to  the  manufacturing  establishments 
by  the  existing  laws.  It  has  been  extended  to  them,  not 
as  a  favor  to  that  separate  interest,  for  no  such  favor  lias 
ever  been  indulged  in  the  legislation  of  the  Union,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  injury  of  foreign  regula- 
tions, and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  supply  of  arti- 
cles essential  to  the  national  safety  in  war.  The  oiano- 
facturcrs  of  the  old  and  long  settled  States  have  been 
protected  from  the  injurious  regulations  of  foreign  nations, 
as  the  planters  of  the  Soutli  and  the  settlers  of  the  West 
have  been  protected  from  the  depredations  and  hosiile 
incursions  of  Indian  savages.  Nearly  the  whole  charge  of 
the  military  peace  establishment  is  borne  by  the  nation 
for  the  protection  of  the  South  and  of  the  West.  Of  the 
millions  upon  millions  expended,  ever  since  the  existence 
of  the  Government,  upon  Indian  wars  and  negotiations, 
the  manufacturer  of  Pennsylvania,  of  New  Jersey,  and  of 
Massachusetts,  has  paid,  and  continues  to  pay,  his  full 
proportion.  And  what  is  Indian  war  or  Indian  negotia- 
tion to  him }  The  whole  naval  establishment  of  the  Union 
is  maintained  to  protect  the  immediate  interest  of  the 
commercial  part  of  the  community.  The  manufacturer, 
the  farmer,  the  planter,  have  no  direct  interest  in  this; 
they  all  pay  taxes  to  protect  from  foreign  hostility  the 
property  of  the  merchant,  and  the  person  of  the  navigator. 
The  war  last  waged  with  Great  Britain,  and  which  cost 
the  nation  upwards  of  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and 
perhaps  fiAy  thousand  lives,  for  what  was  it  proclaimed 
but  for  wrongs  to  the  merclipnt  and  mariner,  in  which 
the  manufacturer  and  the  farmer,  as  distinct  classes  of 
society,  had  not  one  dollar  of  interest;  yet  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  which  they  bore  their  equal  portion  of  taxation, 
and  devoted  their  equal  portion  of  lives?  The  manufiic- 
turer  of  the  interior  has  the  same  right  to  ^e  protection 
of  the  whole  Union  .against  the  regulations  of  foreign 
countries^  as  the  merchant  upon  the  coast,  or  the  mariner 
upon  the  ocean.  The  manufacturer  of  the  Nortli  has  the 
same  right  to  the  protection  of  the  nation  against  the  com- 
petition of  foreign  rivals^  armed  with  foreign  laws,  as  the 
planter  of  the  South,  or  the  settler  in  the  West,  has  to 
the  same  protection  against  the  robberies  and  butcheries 
of  Indian  sa^'ages,  instigated  by  the  secret  impulses  and 
profuse  subsidies  of  the  same  foreign  rivals.  The  manu- 
facturer asks  no  more.  The  principle  in  the  message 
now  under  examination  is  in  terms  equally  applicable  to 
all  branches  of  the  national  industry.  The  protectioa 
afforded  by  existing  laws  to  the  Southern  planter  and  the 
Western  settler,  to  tlic  merchant  and  navigator,  should 
not  exceed  what  may  be  necessary  to  counteract  foreign 
hostility,  and  secure  the  nationid  independence  and  safety. 
If  the  separate  and  exclusive  interest  of  the  manufrcturer 
or  of  the  Northern  farmer  were  consulted,  the  army  might 
be  disbanded;  the  wooden  walls  of  the  navy  might  be 
laid  up  in  ordinar)',  and  its  gallant  seamen  be  discharged 
from  the  service.  Six  or  seven  annual  millions  more  of 
expenditure  might  be  retrenched,  and  the  Government 
be  reduced  to  a  machine  of  still  more  edifying  simplicity; 
so  simple,  indeed,  as  to  be  ltd  without  occupation  wgr- 
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thy  of  the  cost  of  its  own  nuuntenance^  and  boand,  in  the 
pursuit  of  its  own  policy,  to  dissolve  itself  as  a  useless 
and  cumbersome  burden  to  the  nation. 

But  the  practical  question  of  the  message  is  not  what 
degree  of  protection  ought  to  be  extended  to  any  branch 
of  the  national  industry,  but  what  degree  of  protection, 
by  the  existing  laws,  it  ought  not  to  exceed.  And  the 
principle  is  thus  laid  down  by  way  of  introduction,  to  a 
recommendation  that  the  protection  actually  granted  by 
the  existing  laws  to  a  particular  interest,  namely,  tliat  of 
tlie  manufactures,  should  be  gradually  diminished,  if,  up- 
on investigation,  it  shall  be  found,  as  it  b  believed  it  will 
be,  that  the  legislative  protection  granted  to  that  interest 
IS  greater  than  is  indispensably  requisite  for  these  objects, 
that  is,  for  counteracting  the  regulations  of  foreign  na- 
tions, and  lor  securing  a  supply  or  those  articles  of  manu- 
facture essential  to  the  national  independence  and  safety 
in  time  of  war. 

To  this  inquiry  and  investigation  the  subscribers  would 
interpose  no  objection  whatever,  provided  that  the  same 
investigation  shall  be  instituted  to  ascertain  whether  the 
protection  granted  by  existing  laws  to  other  great  though 
partial  interests,  namely,  to  the  Southern  planter  and 
lYestern  settler,  to  the  merchant  and  the  manner,  do  not 
exceed  what  may  be  indispensably  requisite  for  counter- 
acting the  i<egulations  of  foreign  nations,  and  for  securing 
the  independence  and  safety  of  the  nation.  The  investi- 
gation, to  be  just  and  impartial,  must  extend  equally  to  all 
the  interests  protected  by  the  expenditure  of  the  national 
revenues;  and,  if  the  standard  of  inqtiiry  shall  be  the 
smallest  possible  amount  of  protection  indispensable  to 
the  manufacturers,  let  the  same  standard,  the  smallest  pos- 
sible amount  indispensable  to  the  planter  and  the  settler, 
the  merchant  and  mariner,  be  applied  to  the  estimates  of 
expenditure  to  be  hereafter  bestowed  upon  them. 

But  the  subscribers  cannot  forbear  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House,,  and  of  the  nation,  to  the  formal  abandon- 
ment, in  the  message,  of  the  very  principle  of  just  and 
lawful  protection  to  the  manufacturing  interest  laid  down 
by  itself.     Scarcely  has  the  circle  of  limitation  been  drawn 
round  tlie  unquestionable  duty  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
tect the  manufactures  by  its  laws,  when,  by  a  most  remark- 
able Instance  of  self-contradiction,  the  message  abandons 
its  own  principle,  and  substitutes  another  and  a  totally 
different  one  in  its  stead.     <<  Those  (it  now  says)  who 
take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  condition  of  our  country, 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  policy  of  protection  must  be 
ultimately  limited  to  those  articles  of  domestic  manufac- 
ture which  are  indispensable  to  our  safety  in  time  of  war." 
The  subscribers  will  not  scrutinize,  with  logical  acute- 
ness,  the  further  limitations,  even  of  this  measure,  which 
may  be  detected  in  the  subsequent  qualifications  of  this 
diminished  standard;  nor  inquire  how  the  indefiniteness 
of  a  *'  reasonable  scide  and  of  a  liberal  support"  can  be 
applied  to  a  list  of  articles  indispensable  to  the  safety  of 
the  nation.     Articles  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  a  na- 
tion would  seem  to  admit  of  little  latitude  in  the  formation 
of  their  catalogue;  nor  can  much  commendation  be  due 
to  the  liberality  which  provides  for  its  own  indispensable 
necessities;  but  it  is  to  the  principle  itself  that  the  sub- 
scribers deem  it  tiieir  duty  to  take  exception,  as  utterly 
inconsistent  with  that  which  had  been  just  before  laid 
down;  as  abandoning  the  future  interests  of  domestic  in- 
dustry to  the  mercy  of  foreign  legislation,  leagued  with 
foreign  competition;  and,  finally,   as  consigning  all  the 
greut    manufacturing  establishments  of  the  country   to 
apeedy  and  inevitable  destruction. 

In  this  last  proposition,  as  in  the  recommendation  to 
give  away  all  the  public  lands,  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try camiot  fail  to  discern  a  projected  revolution  of  Govern- 
ment. "When  the  very  first  act  of  Congress,  after  the  or- 
^nization  of  the  new  Government,  that  appears  upon 
tiie  statute  book  of  the  United  States,  declared  the  neces- 
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sity  that  duties  should  be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandises imported,  the  purposes  to  be  accomplished  by 
that  act  were  declared  to  be  the  support  of  Government, 
the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
encouragement  and  protection  of  manufactures.     Thus, 
from  the  very  foundation  of  this  Government,  from  the 
day  when  George  Washing^n  was  first  inaugurated  as 
President  of  tiie  United  States,  the  protection,  ay,  and  the 
encouragement,  of  manufactures  has  formed  one  of  tiie 
fundamental  objects  of  the  national  policy.     But  here,  in 
the  compass  of  one  short  page  of  this  message,  we  are 
told,  first,  that  the  protection  afforded  by  existing  laws  to 
any  branches  of  the  national  industry  should  not  exceed 
what  may  be  necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of 
foreign  nations,,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  those  articles 
of  manufacture  essential  to  the  national  independence  and 
safety  in  time  of  war.     This,  we  are  told,  is,  in  justice, 
due  in  effecting  the  adjustment  of  the  future,  revenue  to 
the  interest  of  the  different  States,  and  even  the  preser- 
vation of  tiie  Union  itself.     And,  in  the  next  breath,  we 
are  told  that  the  policy  of  protection  must  be  ultimatelv 
limited  to  those  articles  of  domestic  manufacture  which 
are  indispensable  to  our  safety  in  time  of  war.    The  prin- 
ciple of  affording  encouragement  to  manufactures,  pro- 
claimed in  the  first  act  of  the  first  Congress,  is  discaraed. 
The  protection  to  be  gradually  diminished  is  the  protec- 
tion of  existing  laws.     The  revenue  is  to  be  reduced,  not 
merely  for  adaptation  to  the  necessities  of  the  public  ex- 
penditures, but  with  the  express  object  and  design  of  dis- 
couragement to  manufactures,  by  diminishing  the  protec- 
tion which  they  enjoy;  nor  is  this  discouragement  to  cease, 
till  all  the  protection  which  now  shields  them  fVom  the 
deadly  hostility  of  foreign  competitors,  dictating  the  death- 
warrants  of  foreign  legislation,  shall  be  withdi'awn,  and 
tiie  nig^rdly  boon  of  protection  shall  be  denied  to  all  but 
articles  of  indispensable  necessity  to  safety  in  time  of  war. 

It  is,  therefbre,  a  revolution  in  the  Government  which 
the  message  now  proposes.  It  is  tiie  adoption  for  the  fu- 
ture of  a  system  of  policy  directly  opposite  to  that  with 
which  the  administration  of  Washington  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  social  existence  of  this  great  community— -our 
National  and  Federal  Union.  Those  foundations  were, 
that  idl  the  great  interests  of  the  nation  were  alike  enti- 
tied  to  defence  and  protection  by  the  national  arm,  and 
from  the  national  purse.  And  to  the  interest  of  manufac- 
tures was  the  first  pledge  of  encouras^ement  and  protec- 
tion self-imposed  by  the  good  faith  of  the  nation.  That 
pledge  is  now,  by  the  recommendations  of  this  message, 
to  be  withdrawn.  The  Government  ia  to  be  reduced  to 
a  simple  machine,  and  its  operations  of  superintending  be- 
neficence are  to  be  unfelt.  The  great  body  of  the  manu- 
facturers, including  the  numerous  classes  of  mechanics, 
handicraftsmen,  and  artificers,  and  with  them  great  mul- 
titudes oi*  cultivators  of  the  soil,  though  not  that  best  part 
of  the  population,  tiie  independent  freeholders,  all  the 
hard  working  men,  in  short,  the  laboring  part  of  the  ex- 
clusively free  population  of  the  country,  are  to  be  turned 
out  of  the  paternal  mansion,  cast  off  as  worthless  children 
of  the  common  parent,  and  surrendered  to  the  mercy  of 
foreign  laws,  enacted  for  the  express  purpose  of  feeding 
foreign  mouths  with  the  bread  denied  by  our  simplified 
machine  of  Government  to  tiiem. 

Under  that  system  of  policy,  thus  now  proposed  to  be 
abandoned  and  proscribed,  the  nation  has  risen  from  a 
depth  of  weakness,  imbecility,  and  distress,  to  an  emi- 
nence of  prosperity  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  the  world. 
It  has  flourished  in  despite  of  all  foreign  competition,  and 
all  foreign  legislation,  whether  in  peace  or  at  war.  It  has 
flourished  by  the  undeviating  pursuit  of  that  very  policy 
which  we  are  now  urged  to  abandon  and  to  proscribe. 
It  was  by  counter-leg^lation  to  the  regulations  of  foreign 
nations,  that  tiie  first  operations  of  \he  Government  of  the 
United  States  were  felt  by  their  people:  felt,  in  the  acti* 
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vlty  g^ven  to  their  commerce — felt,  in  the  encouragement 
and  protection  extended  to  their  manufactures — felt,  in 
tlie  fulfilment  of  the  public  engagements  to  the  creditors 
of  the  nation — felt,  in  the  gradual,  though  Uie  subscribers 
grieve  to  say  yet  imperfect,  discharge  of  the  debt  of  jus- 
tice and  of  gratitude  due  to  the  warriors  of  the  revolution 
— felt,  in  the  rapid  increase  of  our  population,  in  the  con- 
stantly and  profitably  occupied  industry  of  the  people,  in 
the  consideration  and  respect  of  foreign  nations  for  our 
character,  in  the  comfort,  and  wellbeing,  and  happiness, 
of  the  community — ^felt,  in  eveiy  nerve  and  sinew,  m  every 
vein  and  artery  of  the  body  politic.  That  for  this  Govern- 
ment the  proposition  should  now  be  earnestly  pressed 
upon  Congress  to  substitute  another,  the  supreme  excel- 
lence of  which  shall  consist  in  its  being  unfelt,  when  we 
look  to  the  source  from  which  the  exhortation  proceeds, 
cannot  but  move  o\ir  special  wonder.  The  subscribers 
can  have  no  partiality  for  a  Government,  founded  upon 
the  consideration  that  Uie  benefit  of  its  operations  shall  be 
unfelt. 

From  the  great  manufacturing  interest  of  this  country^ 
then,  and  from  all  the  interests,  whether  agricultural  or 
commercial,  indissolubly  linked  with  it,  the  protection  of 
the  national  laws  now  existing  is,  so  far  as  they  are  or 
may  be  affected  by  foreign  regulations,  by  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  message,  to  be  gradually  withdrawn:  and 
protection  is  hereafter  to  be  limited  to  one  specific  class 
of  articles  of  manufacture,  under  the  denomination  of  ar- 
ticles indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  nation  in  time  of 
war.  The  subscribers  ask,  what  is  the  reason  for  this  dis- 
tinction^ and  what  are  the  articles  thus  to  be  distinguish- 
ed with  pre-eminent  and  permanent  favor?  Why  is  pro- 
tection, whv  is  this  specific  mode  of  protection,  by  high 
and  prohibitor}'  duties  upon  the  article  when  imported 
from  abroad,  to  be  extenaed  to  articles  indispensable  to 
the  national  safety  in  time  of  war,  when  it  is  at  the  same 
time  to  be  denied  to  all  others?  The  protection  of  htrh 
duties  is  founded  upon  the  principle  of  shielding  the  do- 
mestic manufacturer  from  the  ruinous  competition  of  fo- 
reigners, producers  of  tlie  same  article.  This  principle 
is  founded,  not  upon  the  nature  or  uses  of  the  article,  but 
upon  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  protection,  pledged  to 
him  by  the  social  compact,  the  correlative  obligation  of 
his  country  to  him,  for  his  duty  and  obligation  of  allegi- 
ance to  her.  .Why  are  the  planter  of  the  South,  and  the 
new  settler  of  the  West,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
nation,  at  the  cost  of  many  annual  millions,  to  maintain  an 
army  to  make,  that  protection  effective  ?  Why,  but  because 
that  planter  and  that  settler  are  bound  in  allegiance  to  that 
country  whose  protection  they  are  thereby  entitled  to 
claim?  Why  are  the  merchant,  the  mariner,  the  fisher- 
man, entitled  to  protection?  and  why  is  a  navy  maintained 
at  the  cost  of  annual  millions  to  make  that  protection  ef- 
fective? Because  the  merchant,  the  mariner,  the  fisher- 
man, owe  their  allegiance  to  the  country  which  protects 
them.  This  protection  is  due  to  them  in  peace  as  well  as 
in  war:  else  why  do  you  maintain  an  army  and  a  navy  in 
time  of  peace?  The  manufacturer  is  entitled  to  the  same 
protection  from  his  country  as  the  planter,  as  the  new  set- 
tler, as  the  merchant,  as  the  mariner,  as  the  fisherman, 
and  for  the  same  reason,  -because  he  owes  to  that  country 
his  allegiance.  He  bears  his  portion  of  the  burden  of  ex- 
penditures, sustained  by  the  nation  to  maintain  an  army 
and  a  navy  for  the  protection  or  interests  which  are  not 
his.  He  has  a  right  to  claim  the  same  protection  to  his 
own.  It  is  the  right  of  the  citizen,  and  not  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  community,  which  constitutes  the  fundamental 
principle,  upon  which  the  obligation  to  protect  the  inte- 
rest of  the  manufacturer,  or  of  any  other  member  of  socie- 
ty, is  incumbent  upon  tlie  nation.  The  subscribers  be- 
'  licve,  therefore,  that  the  distinction  between  articles  pf 
manufacture  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  nation  in 
time  of  war,  and  other  articles,  cannot  in  any  manner  af-i 


feet  the  right  of  the  manufacturer  to  protection,  or  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  extend  it.  It  is  the  interest  of 
the  citizen,  and  not  the  wants  of  the  country,  which  cir- 
cumscribes the  legitimate  objects  of  protection.  In  the 
formation  of  the  social  compact,  undoubtedly  the  safiety 
and  independence  of  the  whole  are  the  ultimate  object  of 
every  engagement  undertaken  by  the  community  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  every  one  of  its  parts;  but  tnat  safety 
and  independence  are  to  be  secured  as  much  by  the  pro- 
tection of  interests,  contributing  to  her  wellbeing  in  time 
of  peace,  as  by  that  of  securing  to  herself  a  supply  of  the 
instruments  of  death,  necessary  for  a  battle  or  a  siege. 

But  were  the  distinction  assumed  in  the  mcssa^  of 
discriminating  between  articles  of  manufacture,  indispen- 
sable to  the  safety  of  the  nation  in  time  of  war,  and  other 
articles,  with  reference  to  the  respective  rights  of  each  of 
the  classes  to  temporary  or  permanent  protection,  just, 
why  is  this  specific  mode  of  protection,  high  duties  upon 
the  imported  article,  recommended?    If  the  object  to  be 
attained  is  to  secure  an  abundant  supply  of  the  articles, 
the  policy  of  the  Government  would  seem  to  be  rather  to 
admit  them  free  of  impost,  and  even  to  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  them  by  bounties,  than  to  burden  raemwith 
onerous  duties.     The  articles  of  most  indispensable  ne- 
cessity in  time  of  war,  are  articles  of  little  or  no  usc^  in 
time  of  peace.     The  policy  of  erecting  and  supporting 
manufactures  of  them  in  time  of  peaee,  that  is,  at  a  time 
when,  from  their  very  nature  and  from  the  slender  de- 
mand for  them,  they  must  be  obtainable  fromabroiad  upon 
the  cheapest  terms,  and  when  you  have  little  or  no  de- 
mand or  use  for  the  articles  which  you  thus  deliberately 
make  costly  to  you  beyond  all  necessity  or  reason,  seems 
to  be  exceedingly  questionable.  You  saddle  with  burden- 
some taxation  articles  which  you  might  obtain  almost  gra- 
tuitously from  abroad;  you  tax  yourselves  to  pay  enor- 
mously dear  for  articles  which  you  compel  yourselves  to 
buy,  which  you  do  not  want,  and  for  which  you  have  no 
use,  because  the  time  may  come  when  you  will  want  them; 
and  then  you  choose  to  have  them  made  by  your  own  ci- 
tizen, and  by  no  foreigner,  when  the  very  tax  that  you 
impose,  would  supply  you  from  abroad  with  stores  of  the 
article  sufllicient  for  a  ten  years*  war,  at  less  cost  than  you 
now  lavish  upon  your  manufacturer  to  furnish  jrou  the 
same  supply.  Again,  it  may  very  reasonably  be  question- 
ed whether,  in  the  present  or  in  any  possible  fiiture  con- 
dition of  this  country,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  any 
article  of  domestic  manufacture  whatever  can  be  essential 
to  the  independence  or  safety  of  the  nation  in  the  sense 
that  it  must  necessarily  be  manufactured  witlnn  the  coun- 
try, and  not  imported  from  abroad.     Assume  the  brood 
principle  that  the  independence  and  safety  of  a  nation  arc 
highly  promoted  and  rendered  effective  by  her  possessing 
within  herself  all  the  resources  essential  to  the  subastence, 
the  comfort,  and  the  enjoyments  of  her  people  in  war  and 
in  peace,  and  the  subscribers  give  to  it  their  hearty  assent; 
and  from  this  principle  they  derive  the  firm  belief  tint 
sound  policy  requires  of  the  nation  the  constant,  perpe- 
tual protection  of  the  manufifictHTing  interest  generally, 
as  the  duties  of  the  social  compact  impose  the  same  pro- 
tection upon  her,  as  a  duty  to  the  citizen  roanufactorer. 
Narrow  down  your  protective  system  to  a  mere  list  of  con- 
traband of  war,  and  you  not  only  load  the  nation  with 
burdens,  utterly  useless  to  herself  when  she  bears  them, 
inadequate  to  your  purpose  in  the  very  contingency  for 
which  you  would  provids,  but  you  put  to  the  &in  a  vast 
multitude  of  the  free  laborers  of  the  country,  and  involve 
yourselves  in  the  inextricable  absurdity  of  holding  the  na- 
tion bound  to  foster  and  encourage  the  arts  of  war,  and  to 
prostrate  and  sacrifice  the  arts  of  peace. 

The  subscribers  are  then  convinced  that  the  principle 
broadly  laid  down  in  the  message,  *•  that  the  policy  of 
protection  must  be  ultimately  limited  to  those  articles  of 
domestic  manufacture  which  are  indiiq>ensable  to  our 


APPENDIX~'7o  CMUi  Sf  Seatoria  Register. 


51 


Report  f^tht  Committee  on  Manufactures. 


[22d  CoKG.  2d  S£S8. 


safety  in  time  of  war,'^  is  erroneous  and  unsound.    They 
remark  th&t  this  is  the  first  time  that  such  a  policy  has 
ever  been  suggested  by  any  Chief  of  the  Executive  Go* 
yemment  to  Cong^ss,  from  the  establishment  of  the  con- 
stitution to  this  day,  and  that  it  is  broposed  avowedly  to 
subvert  the  system  of  policy  which  has  hitherto  invariably 
prevailed.    Alarmed  at  the  violation  of  rights,  and  at  the 
desolation  of  property  which  it'portends,  in  a  special  man- 
ner, to  the  great  mass  of  their  constituents,  they  seek  in 
the  message  itself  the  arguments  by  which  this  novel  plan 
of  Government  is  attempted  to  be  sustained.     They  arc 
aware  that  it  flows,  very  naturally  and  directly,  from  the 
fundamental  maxim  that  the  wealthy  landholders,  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil,  are  the  best  part  of  the  population;  that 
it  is  entirely  congeuial  to  the  determined  purpose  ef  abo- 
lishing the  National  Bank;  that  it  tallies  exactly  with  the 
proposal  to  give  away  all  the  public  lands,  to  multiply  the 
best  part  of^the  population;  that  it  is  in  perfect  coinci- 
dence with  the  proposal  to  abandon  gradually  all  appro- 
priations for  internal  improvements,  to  sell  all  the  stocks 
lield  bjr  the  Government  in  the  funds  of  incorporated 
companies,  and  then  to  reduce  the  duties  of  impost  to  a 
simple,  economical  revenue  standard. 

^  All  are  but  parti  of  one  (tupendoiM  whole." 

And,  in  carrying  out  this  system  to  its  inevitable  conse- 

Suences,  it  is  apparent  that,  when  all  this  shall  have  been 
one,  the  same  spirit  of  simplicity  and  reform  will  com- 
mand that  the  army  should  be  disbanded,  because  its  only 
use  is  to  protect  one  portion  of  the  community  at  the  ex- 
pense of  all  the  rest;  that  the  navy  should  be  gradually  di- 
miniahed,  and  ultimately  abolished,  because  the  degree  of 
protection  which  it  extends  to  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  country  may  exceed  what  shall  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of  foreign 
Powers;  and,  finally,  that  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
simplified  into  a  machine  of  total  uselessness  and  inability 
to  protect  any  great  interest  of  the  nation,  should  dissolve 
itself  into  its  original  elements,  and  vanish-^the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  vision. 

The  subscribers  believe  that,  to  secure  to  the  nation 
during  war  a  supply  of  all  the  articles  necessary  to  the 
subsistence,  coinfort,  and  wellbeing  of  the  people,  is  one 
of  the  objects  which  require  and  command  the  protection 
of  nuuiulactures  generally,  as  one  of  the  c^reat  duties  of 
the  nation  itself;  but  to  limit  the  policy  of  protection  to 
the  articles  of  domestic  manufacture  indispensable  to  our 
safety  in  time  of  war,  is  tantamount  to  the  denial  of  all 
protection  to  every  article,  excepting  those  the  want  of 
which,  and  the  uses  of  which,  are  applicable  only  to  the 
state  of  war.  Food  and  raiment  are  articles  indispensable 
to  the  safety  of  a  nation  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace.  If  it 
were  meant  that  all  articles  of  domestic  manufacture, 
serving  for  food  or  raiment,  should  be  entitled  to  the  per- 
manent and  ultimate  protection  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment, the  limitation  itself  presented  Yty  the  messag^e  would 
be  nugatoi^.  With  that  understanding  all  the  manufac- 
tures of  woollen  and  of  cotton  would  have  an  equal  claim 
to  permanent  protection  with  those  of  iron,  lead,  or  cop- 
per. The  necessities  of  the  nation  in  Ume  of  war  furnish 
an  unanswerable  argument  for  the  protection  of  its  manu- 
factures—of  all  its  manufactures  in  time  of  peace.  This 
is  the  sound  principle.  The  attempt  to  draw  a  line  of 
distinction  between  articles  indispensable  to  our  safety  in 
time  of  war,  and  all  other  articles,  with  a  view  to  confer  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  permanent  protection  upon  the  for- 
mer, and  to  with£aw  all  protection  from  the  latter,  must  be 
utterly  deceptive,  and,  if  carried  out  into  practice,  could 
terminate  only  in  gross  injustice. 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  snd  Means, 
wliich  accompanied  their  bill  to  reduce  and  otherwise 
alter  the  duties  on  imports,  it  is  said  that  they  have  en- 
deavored to  airrsoge  the  duties  with  reference  to  the  prin- 


ciple of  raising  twelve  millions  and  a  half  of  revenue  upon 
from  sixty-five  to  seventy  millions  of  dutiable  commodi- 
ties, at  rates  of  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  varying  from 
them  chiefly  in  those  instances  where  national  indepen- 
dence in  time  of  war  seemed  to  demand  some  sacrifice  in 
peace,  (as  in  the  case  of  iron.)  Thus  iron  is  the  only 
article  specified  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as 
entitled  to  extraordinary  and  permanent  protection,  by 
hcav^  duties  of  impost,  to  defend  the  article  of  domestic  pro- 
duction from  the  competition  of  importation  from  abroad; 
and  the  exemplification  in  their  bill  is,  to  shield  the  arti- 
cle of  iron  by  duties  five  or  six  times  heavier  than  the 
fragment  of  impost  to  which  they  abandon  the  articles  of 
wool,  woollens,  and  cotton  fabrics.  But  Uiis  favoritism* 
extended  to  the  article  of  iron,  is  founded  upon  a  misap* 
plication  of  the  principle  upon  which  it  professes  to  rely. 
The  only  reason  whicn  maSkes  it  an  object  of  importance 
to  the  nation,  to  possess  within  itself  a  suppW  or  articles 
of  exclu«ve  use  and  necessity  in  times  and  for  purposes 
of  war,  is  because  the  supply  of  those  articles  from  abroad, 
in  time  of  war,  may  be  cut  off,  or  greatly  obstructed  by 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  Of  all  other  articles,  the  sup- 
ply may  be  as  abundant  from  abroad  in  time  of  war,  by 
the  conveyance  of  neutral  flag^,  as  in  time  of  peace. 
The  articles  usually  denominated  contraband  of  war,  may 
be  intercepted  by  the  enemy,  and  cannot  be  protected 
by  the  neutral  flag.  The  list  of  these  articles  of  contra- 
band is  usually  regulated  by  treaties.  The  number  of 
them,  as  recognised  b^  the  customary  law  of  nations* 
independent  of  treaty  stipulations,  is  very  unsettled.  Great 
Britain  being  almost  always  a  belligerent  nation,  and  pos- 
sessed of  preponderating  power  upon  the  ocean,  has,  in 
latter  times,  constantly  struggled  to  enlarge  the  list  by 
including  in  it  not  merely  the  fabricated  instruments  of 
warlike  destruction,  such  as  cannon,  muskets,  swords, 
pikes,  bombs,  grenades,  and  the  like,  but  provisions,  and 
the  materials  especially  for  shipbuilding.  All  the  other 
maritime  nations,  on  their  part,  endeavor  to  contract  the 
list  of  contraband,  and  confine  it  to  articles  actually 
wrought,  and  manufactured,  and  used  only  and  exclu- 
sively for  war.  We  have  had  treaties  both  with  France 
and  Great  Britain,  each  containing  a  list  of  articles  to  be 
understood  between  the  parties  as  contraband  of  war. 
The  treaties  with  France  contain  the  most  contracted, 
and  the  treaty  of  19th  November,  1794,  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  largest  list  of  contraband  that  has  ever  been 
claimed  by  modern  belligerent  nations;  and  it  so  happens 
that,  in  both  these  treaties,  unwrought  iron  is  expressly 
excluded  from  the  list  of  contraband.  No  nation  has  ever 
pretended  that  it  was,  or  should  be,  included  in  that  list. 
The  supply  of  it  from  abroad  cannot,  therefore,  be  inter- 
cepted by  the  enemy  in  time  of  war,  and  there  is  no  rea^ 
son  whatever  for  protecting,  by  high  duties,  the  domestic 
production  of  it  against  the  foreign  competitor,  other  than 
the  reason  common  to  all  other  articles  or  productions 
of  domestic  industry.  It  stands  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing with  all  the  rest,  and  has  no  claim  whatever  to  supe- 
rior protection,  from  its  being  merely  the  principal  mate- 
rial from  which  the  instruments  of  death  arc  composed. 
It  is,  therefore,  extreme  injustice  to  all  other  articles  of 
domestic  growth  or  noanufacture,  to  withdraw  from  them 
their  just  share  of  protection  to  heap  it  upon  the  solitary 
article  of  iron.  * 

The  subscribers,  therefore,  believe  that  the  principle 
itself  advanced  in  the  message,  and  illustrated  by  the  re- 
commendation gradually  to  withdraw  from  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country  all  the  protection  which  they  enjoy 
by  the  ellating  laws  of  the  United  States,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  articles  indispensably  necessary  for  tlie 
national  independence  and  safety  in  time  of  war,  Is  incor- 
rect, unjust,  and  unconstitutional.  They  believe  that 
protection,  permanent  protection,  to  the  interest  of  do- 
mestic industry,  including  agriculture*  manufiicture^  and 
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the  mechanic  arti,  is  a  right  secared  to  th6  citizens,  whose  I 
property  and  aahsistence  depend  upon  that  protection, 
by  the  constitution  itself,  as  well  as  by  the  laws;  that  the 
withdrawal  from  them  of  that  protection  would  be  the 
denial  to  them  of  a  constitutional  right,  and  equivalent  to 
a  sentence  of  banishment  upon  them.  In  saying  this,  the 
subscribers  do  not  deny  the  right  of  the  Government  to 
modify  this  protection  by  an  adjustment  of  the  revenue 
to  the  necessary  public  expenditures.  They  object  nei- 
ther to  the  reduction  of  the  reVenue,  nor  to  the  reduction 
of  duties  of  imposts;  both  these  operations  may  beefTec!^? 
ed  without  impairing  the  protection  enjoyed  by  domestic 
industry,  and  they  are  precisely  the  operations  which  it  is, 
at  this  time,  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  perform. 

The  recommendation  of  the  message  graduallv  to  with- 
draw from  the  manufactures  the  protection  which  they 
enjoy  by  existing  laws,  appears  to  the  subscribers  the 
more  exceptionable,  as  it  obviously  countenances  the  prin- 
ciples asserted,  as  well  as  the  attitude  assumed,  of  hosti- 
lity to  the  manufacturing  interest,  and  of  defiance  to  the 
Government  of  the  Union,  under  the  shield  of  State  sove- 
reigrity,  by  popular  commotion  in  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Union.  Before  the  message  was  delivered,  a  conven- 
tion, assuming  to  represent  the  people  of  South  Carolina, 
and  to 'exercise,  in  their  name,  an  absolute,  unlimited, 
and,  therefore,  despotic  power  of  sovereignty,  had  is- 
sued an  ordinance,  declaring  and  ordaining  that  all  the 
several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  imposing  duties  and  imposts  on  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  commodities,  and  now  having  actual 
operation  and  effect  within  the  United  States,  were  null, 
void,  and  no  law,  norl^inding  upon  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, its  officers,  or  citizens. 

And  the  same  convention,  by  the  same  ordinance,  bad 
ordained  that  all  promises,  contracts,  and  obligations, 
made  or  entered  into,  ot  to  be  made  or  entered  into,  with 
purpose  to  secure  the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts, 
and  all  judicial  proceedings  whicli  should  be  thereafter 
had  in  affirmance  thereof,  were,  and  should  be,  held  ut- 
terly null  and  void. 

The  same  convention  had  further  ordained  that  it  should 
not  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  constituted  authorities,  whe- 
ther of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  or  of  the  United  States, 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts 
of  Congress  withm  the  limits  of  that  State;  that  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt  sHch  measures, 
and  pass  such  acts  as  might  be  necessary  to  prevent  the 
enforcement,  and  arrest  the  operation  of  the  said  acts, 
and  parts  of  acts,  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
withm  the  limits  of  that  State,  from  and  aOer  the  1st  duy 
of  February  tlien  next. 

The  same  convention  had  farther  ordained  that  all  the 
officers  of  the  State,  civil  or  military,  except  members  of 
the  legislature,  should  take  an  oath  to  obey,  execute, 
and  enforce  the  said  ordinance,  and  such  act  or  acts  of 
the  Legislature  as  might  be  passed  in  pursuance  thereof; 
that  the  offices  of  every  individual  who  should  omit  or 
neglect  to  take  this  oath,  should  be,  thereby,  ipso  faeto, 
vacated;  and  that  no  juror  should  be  empannelled  in  any 
of  the  courts  of  the  State,  in  any  cause  in  which  should 
be  in  question  the  ordinance,  or  any  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  unless  he  should  first, 
in  addition  to  tiie  usual  oath,  have  taken  an  oath  to  obey, 
execute,  and  enforce  the  ordinance,  and  all  acts  of  the 
Jjegislature,  to  carry  the  same  into  operation  and  effect. 

And  the  same  convention,  speaking  as  the  people  of 
South  Carolina,  further  declared  that  they  would  consi- 
der any  act,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  to 
enforce  the  laws  thus  nullified,  otherwise  titan  through 
the  civil- tribunals  of  the  country,  tis  inconsistent  with  the 
longer  continuance  of  South  Carolina  in  the  Union;  that 
they  would  thenceforth  hold  themselves  absolved  from 


all  further  obligation  to  maintain  or  preserve  their  political 
connexion  with  the  people  of  the  other  States,  and  would 
forthwith  proceed  to  organize  a  separate  Government, 
and  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent States  might  of  right  do. 

This  ordinance  was  issued^  bearing  date  the  24th  day 
of  November.  Ten  dm  after  which,  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, the  message  of  the  President,  ailer  noticing  that, 
in  one  quarter  of  the  United  States,  opposition  to  the  re- 
venue laws  had  risen  to  a  height  which  threatened  to 
thwart  their  execution,  if  not  to  endanger  the  integrity 
of  the  Union,  observes  that,  whatever  obstructions  may 
be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  judicial  authorities  of  the 
Genf  ra]  Government,  it  was  hoped  they  would  be  able, 
peaceably,  to  overcome  them  by  the  prudence  of  their 
own  officers,  and  the  patriotism  of  the  people;  but  that, 
should  this  reasonable  hope  be  disappointed,  it  was  be- 
lieved the  laws  themselves  were  fully  adequate  to  the 
suppression  of  such  attempts  as  might  be  immediately 
made;  and  tliat,  should  the  exigency  arise,  rendering  the 
execution  of  the  existing  laws  impracticable,  from  any 
cause  whatever,  prompt  notice  of  it  would  be  given  to 
Congress,  with  the  suggestion  of  such  vtcwi  and  mea- 
sures as  might  be  necessary  to  meet  it. 

The  subscribers  could  not  but  observe  with  concern 
and  surprise,  that,  iti  a  message  delivered  at  a  tinae  when 
the  abovementioned  ordinance  of  the  South  Carolina  con- 
vention had  been  ten  days  issued,  and  when  its  contenta 
had  been  several  days  fully  known  in  this  city,  the  condi- 
tion of  things,  and  the  opposition  to  thq  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  SUtes  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
was  described  in  terms  so  inadequate,  as  appeared  to  them, 
to  the  real  magnitude  of  the  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Union.  A  document  purporting  to  be  the  act  of  the  sove- 
reign people  of  South  Carolina — an  act  of  sovereignly  so 
transcendent  as  to  speak  in  the  lang^ge  of  command  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  State,  as  to  prescribe  oaths  to  be 
taken  by  the  existing  officers,  civil  and  military,  of  the 
State,  on  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  offices — an  act  of 
an  authority  spuming,  as  beneath  it,  the  ties  of  morality, 
and  assuming  to  annul  existing  promises,  contracts,  and 
obligations^an  act,  first  depriving  the  civil  tribunals,  both 
of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States,  of  the  power  of  per- 
forming their  judicial  functions,  and  then  declaring  that 
the  first  effort  of  the  Federal  Government  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  otherwise  than  through  the  judicial 
tribunals,  should  be  the  signal  to  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina for  dissolving  her  connexion  with  this  Union,  and 
forming  a  separate  Government — this  act,  accompanied 
with  addresses  to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  of  the  other 
twenty-three  States,  declaring  that  it  was  the  fixed  and 
unalterable  determination  of  the  people  of  South  Caro- 
lina never  more  to  submit  to  a  protecting  tariff,  must 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  President  at  the  time 
when  his  message  was  communicated  to  the  two  Hooso 
of  Congress.     Only  six  days  after  the  delivery  of  this  an- 
nual message,  the  proclamation  emanating  fVora  the  same 
source,  was  published  to  the  world,  founded,  as  appean 
on  its  face,  upon  the  ordinance  alone,  which  hadtbns  been 
in  the  President's  possession  before  the  message  was  sent 
to  Congress.     It  would  seem  that  the  recommendations  of 
the  message  were  io  nearly  identical  with  Jhe  terms  con- 
descendingly proposed  as  a  concession  by  the  authors  of 
the  ordinance  for  the  future  revenue  system  of  the  Union, 
whieli  South  Carolina  would  graciously  consent  to  pre- 
scribe, that  an  expectation  was  entertained  that,  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  message  in  South  Carolina,  the  mtlliiying  or- 
dinance would  immediately  be  abrogated.     And,  indeed, 
upon  an  attentive  comparison  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Chief  Magfistrate  with  the  autocratic  conceMiona  of  the 
South  Carolina  nullifying  convention,  there  will  be  found 
between  them  a  shade  of  difference  so  nearly  impercepti- 
ble, tiiat  this  expeetatien  was  mH  destitute  of  Ibundatioa. 
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To  the  subscribers  thjs  affords  but  a  source  of  deeper 
mortification,  upon  perceiving  that  formal  recommenda- 
tion in  the  message  or  a  g^dual,  and,  ultimately,  total  with- 
drawal of  all  legislative  protection  from  all  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country,  excepting  only  those  articles  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  safety  and  independence  1>f  the 
nation  in  time  of  war;  an  exception  so  strangely  expound- 
ed in  the  report  and  bill  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,,  to  mean  unwrought  iron. 

The  proclamation  did,  indeed,  take  a  direct  and  formal 
issue  with  the  nullifying  convention,  upon  both  the  arti- 
cles of  fundamental  law,  by  virtue  of  which  that  assem- 
blage asserted  their  right  to  exercise  sovereign,  despotic 
authority  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina. 
The  proclamation  denied  the  right  of  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  to  nullify  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  It  de- 
nied the  right  of  Uie  SUte  of  South  Carolina  to  secede 
from  that  union  to  which  the  people  and  State  of  South 
Carolina,  by  the  pledge  of  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honor,  in  the  declaration  of  independence, 
and  by  their  own  solemn  accession  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  had  bound  themselves  and  their  good 
faith,  in  the  face  of  God  and  man.  To  both  these  pnnci- 
ples  of  the  proclamation,  the  subscribers  assent  and  ad- 
here; and  the  clear  and  indisputable  consequence  from 
them  is,  that  the  South  Carolina  convention  was  an  unlaw- 
ful and  unconstitutional  assembly,  and  their  ordinance  an 
unlawful  and  unconstitutional  act — null  and  void  in  itself, 
and  the  enforcement  of  which,  by  physical  power,  would 
be  levying  war  against  the  United  States. 

The  duties  incumbent  upon  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  this  emergency,  and  the  deep  responsibility  by 
which  he  is  bound  to  the  performance  of  them,  are  fully 
and  unequivocally  set  forth  in  the  proclamation.    The' 
sense  of  those  duties  was  profoundly  impressed  upon  the 
mind  of  its  author.     The  subscribers  deem  it  altogether 
unnecessary,  and  irrelevant  to  the  present  state  of  this 
country,  to  inquire  by  whom  or  when,  or  for  what  pur- 
pose, the  absuni  doctrines  of  nullification  and  secession 
were  first  gotten  up  and  promulgated.^    They  well  know 
that  those  doctrines  never  can  be  carried  out  in  practice, 
but  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.     The  consummation  of 
either  of  them  must,  in  itself,   be  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union.    If  any  organized  power,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever,  in  any  one  State,  can  nullify  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress, then  has  the  Union  no  legislative,  and  consequently 
no  judicial  or  executive  power.    The  Government  is  ipso 
facto  dissolved,  and  the  Union  must  crumble  to  atoms  with 
it.     If  any  one  State  can  at  its  pleasure  secede  from  the 
Union,  every  other  State  must  possess  the  same  power; 
antl  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  being 
a  compact  ordained  and  established  by  the  people,  to  se- 
cure to  them  and  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty, 
is  but  a  partnership  of  corporate  bodies  without  posterity, 
without  soul,  without  faith,  and  ready  to  trample  under 
foot,  as  is  done  by  the  ordinance  of  the  South  Carolina 
conrention,  its  own  promises,  contracts,  and  obligations, 
as  well  as  those  of  others,  or  the  laws  of  the  land.    Resist- 
ance against  certain  laws  of  the  United  States,  even  under 
the  authority  of  single  State  Governments,  has  more  than 
once  been  attempted.     The  doctrines  of  nullification  and 
secession  have  more  than  once  been  asserted  or  counte- 
nanced by  resolutions  of  particular  State  Legislatures; 
but  this  is  the  first  example  since  the  establishment  of  the 
constitution,  when  a  formal  organization  of  the  power  of 
the  people  of  a  State  has  been  accomplished,  not  only  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  resisting  the  laws  of  Congress,  but 
of  annihilating  the  whole  system  of  revenue  laws,  of  dictat- 
ing to  the  whole  Union  a  new  fiscal  code,  an4  of  interdict- 
ing with  a  sentence  of  outlawry  the  protection  secured  by 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  to  at  least  one-third  part  of 
the  people. 


of  the  United  States,  with  this  otdinance  in  his  hand* 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  its  whole  import,  and  with  a 
thorough  Cotoviction  of  the  duties  which  it  devolved  upon 
him,  in  defence  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Union, 
should,  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  annual  message,  and 
especially  by  the  recommendation  gradually  to  withdraw 
from  the  manufacturing  establishments  the  protection 
which  they  enjoy  by  the  existing  laws,  have  given  so 
much  countenance  and  encouragement  to  the  most  unjust 
claims  and  most  groundless  pretensions  of  the  South  J!!a^ 
rolina  convention. 

There  u  an  aspect  in  which  this  controversy  must  be 
considered,  and  in  which  the  subscriben  believe  it  was  pe- 
culiarly incumbent  on  the  President,  as  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  whole  people,  to  withhold  all  countenance  or 
shadow  of  support  from  those  pretensions. 

The  foundation  of  the  complaints  alleged  by  the  South 
Carolina  convention  as  lli'e  justifying  cause  of  their  extra- 
ordinary proceeding^,  is  a  collision  of  sectional  interests 
between  the  slaveholding  and  the  exclusively  free  por- 
tions of  the  Union.  *The  allegation  is,  that  the  protection 
extended  to  domestic  industry,  by  the  imposition  of  du- 
ties upon  the  productions  of  the  like  industry^  imported 
from  abroad,  necessarily  operates  to  produce  inequality 
in  the  burden  of  taxation  upon  the  free  and  upon  the 
slaveholding  portions  of  the  people,  to  the  disadvantage 
and  oppression  of  the  latter:  that  whatever  of  taxation  is 
leviea  by  impost  upon  manufactures  and  free  labor,  is 
more  than  repaid  by  this  protection;  that  it  becomes  there- 
by their  interest  to  increase  the  protecting  duties  instead 
of  reducing  tiiem;  and  that,  as  the  labor  of  slaves-cannot 
be  applied  to  manufactures,  and  as  the  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  the  South  derive  no  benefit  from  this  protection, 
the  ultimate  result  of  the  impost  system  is  to  make  it  at 
once  a  tax  upon  the  slaveholder  of  the  South,  and  a  boun- 
ty to  the  free  laborer  of  the  North. 

This  statement  of  the  case  presents  two  prominent 
points  of  consideration.  The  foundation  of  the  argument 
is  an  irreconcilable  opposition  of  Interests  between  two  of 
the  gfeat  masses  of  population  constituting  the  Union. 

1 .  This  opposition  of  interests  is  geographical,  the  di- 
vision line  being  that  between  the  States  where  the  popu- 
lation is  entirely  free,  and  those  where  the  populabon 
consists  of  mastera  and  slaves;  the  divbions  are  of  North 
and  South. 

2.  It  is  an  opposition  of  interests  between  servile  and 
free  labor. 

The  subscriben  believe  tliese  positions  to  be  very  far 
from  correct;  but  they  deem  it  not  necessary  to  discuss 
them  here;  they  are  the  positions  upon  which  the  whole 
system  of  the  proceedings  of  South  Carolina  is  founded, 
and  as  such  tiiey  must  be  considered. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  In  a  community  spreading  over 
a  large  extent  of  territory,  and  politically  founded  upon 
the  principles  proclaimed  in  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence, but  differing  so  widely  in  the  elements  of  their  so- 
cial eondltion,  that  the  inhabitants  of  one-half  the  territo- 
ry are  wholly  free,  and  those  of  the  other  half  divided 
into  mastera  and  slaves,  deep,  if  not  irreconcilable  colli- 
sions of  interest  must  abound.  The  question  whether 
such  a  community  can  exist  under  one  common  Govern- 
ment, is  a  subject  of  profound,  philosophical  speculation 
in  theory.  Whether  it  can  continue  long  to  exist,  is  a 
question  to  be  solved  only  by  the  experiment  now  making 
by  the  people  of  this  Union,  under  that  national  compact, 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  formation  of  the  constitution  itself,  these  colli- 
sions of  interest  presented  themselves  at  the  threshold. 
No  sooner  was  the  representation  of  the  people  in  tiie  po- 
pular branch  of  the  Legislature  to  be  adjusted,  than  it 
arose.  It  is  one  of  the  firet  principles  of  republican  free- 
dom, that  the  representation  of  the  people  snould  be  pro- 
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tion  of  the  people  should  be  proportioned  to  their  num- 
bers and  their  property.  But  here  wu  a  oommunity,  one- 
half  of  whom  held  it  for  a  principle  that  all  popular 
repxvsentation  should  be  proportioned  to  the  numbers  o/ 
tlie  people,  while  the  other  half  held  a  third  part  of  their 
own  numbers  as  the  property  of  the  other  two-thirds. 
They  claimed,  therefore,  that,  in  the  popular  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  they  should  be  privileged  with  a  repre- 
sentation, not  only  of  their  numberSf  but  of  their  proper- 
ty—of their  living  machinery. 

Here  was  a  great,  and,  it  would  seem,  an  irreconciUble 
collision  of  interests  between  the  aggregate  parties  to  the 
compact  under  deliberation.  How  was  it  adjusted.^  By 
concession  from  the  Northern  and  wholljr  ^^e  States. 
They  consented  that,  while  in  this  hall,  m  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  they  themselves  should  have  a 
representation  proportioned  onlv  to  their  numbers,  the 
slaveholders  of  Uie  South  should,  in  addition  to  their 
proportionsd  numbers,  have  a  representation  here  for 
three-fifUis  of  their  living  property— of  their  machinery. 
What  was  the  equivalent/or  this  concession?  A  provision 
that  direct  taxation  should  be  levied  under  this  constitution, 
in  the  same  compound  proportion  of  numbers  in  the  free, 
and  of  numbers  and  property  in  the  slaveholding  States. 

The  basis  of  this  compromise  between  great  conflict- 
ing interests  was,  that  the  proportion  of  representation 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  pro- 
portional burden  of  direct  taxation,  should  be  greater  in 
th^.  Southern  than  in  the  Northern,  or,  in  other  words, 
greater  in  the  slaveholding  than  in  the  free  States.  Such 
was  the  compromise  in  pnnciplej  how  has  it  operated  in 
practice? 

The  representation  of  the  slave  population  in  this  House 
has,   from  the  establishment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  amounted  to  rather  more  than  one-tenth  of 
the  whole  number.    In  the  present  Congress,  it  is  equiva- 
lent to  twenty-two  votes{  in  the  next  Cong^ss,  it  will 
amount  to  twenty-five.     This  is  a  combined  and  concen- 
trated power,  always  operating  to  the  support  and  exclu- 
sive favor  of  the  slaveholding  interest,  and  against  tiiat 
northern  free  interest  which  is  protected  by  the  duties  of 
impost.     This  privilege  of  representation  for  property 
has  been  sJways  enjoyed  by  the  slaveholding;State8,  from 
the  establishment  of  the  constitution  to  this  day;  and  they 
will  continue  to  enjoy  it  as  long  as  the  constitution  shall 
remain  in  force.     But  it  was  not  enjoyed  by  them  under 
the  confederation,  nor  can  they  ever  enjoy  it  under  any 
confederation  of  States.    But  while  their  enjoyment  of 
the  privilege  under  the  constitution  is  constant  and  unre- 
mitting, th£  correlative  and  equivalent  privilege  of  lighter 
direct  taxation  has  been  effective  to  the  free  States  only 
twice,  and  for  very  short  periods,  in  the  forty-five  years 
that  the  constitution  has  existed.    The  history  of  the 
Union  has  afforded  a  continual  proof  that  this  representa- 
tion of  i)roperty,  which  they  enjoy  as  well  in  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  as 
'  upon  tiie  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives^  has  se- 
cured to  the  slaveholding  States  the  entire  control  of  the 
national  policy,  and,  almost  without  exception,  the  posses- 
sion of  the  highest  executive  office  of  the  Union.  Always 
united  in  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  whole 
Union  by  the  standard  of  the  slaveholding  interest,  their 
disproportionate  numbers  in  the  electoral  colleges  have 
enabled  them,  in  ten  out  of  twelve  quadrennial  elections, 
to  confer  the  chief  magistracy  upon  one  of  their  own  citi- 
zens.    Their  suffrages  at  every  election,  without  excep- 
tion, have  been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  a  candidate 
of  their  own  caste.    Availing  themselves  of  the  divisions 
which,  from  the  nature  of  man,  always  prevail  in  commu- 
nities entirely  free,  they  have  sought  and  found  auxiliaries 
in  the  otiier  quarter  of  the  Union,  b;^  associating  the  pas- 
sions of  parties  and  the  ambition  of  individuals  with  tneir 
own  purposes,  to  establish  and  maintain  thrgughout  the 


confederated  nation  the  slaveholding  policy.  The  office 
of  Vice  President,  a  station  df  high  digni^,  but  of  little 
other  than  contingent  power,  had  been  usually,  by  their 
indulgence,  conceded  to  a  citizen  of  the  other  section) 
but  even  this  political  courtesy  was  cuperseded  at  the 
election  before  the  last,  and  both  the  offices  of  Preadent 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  were,  by  the  pre- 
ponderancy  of  slaveholding  votes,  bestowed  upon  citi- 
zens of  two  adjoining,  and  both  daveholding  States.  At 
this  moment,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  are 
an  citizens  of  that  favored  portion  of  the  united  republic 
The  last  of  these  offices  being,  under  the  constitution, 
held  by  the  tenure  of  good  behavior,  has  been  honored 
and  dirnified  by  the  occupation  of  the  present  incumbent 
upwards  of  thirty  years.  An  overruling  sense  of  the  high 
responsibilities  under  which  it  is  held,  has  effectually 
g^uarded  him  from  permitting  the  sectional  slaveholding 
spirit  to  ascend  the  tribunal  of  justice;  and  it  b  not  diffi- 
cult to  discern,  in  this  inflexible  impartiality,  the  source 
of  the  obloquy  which  that  same  spirit  has  not  been  inac- 
tive in  attempting  to  excite  against  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  itself  and  of  the  insuperable  avernon 
of  the  votaries  of  nullification  to  encounter  or  abide  by 
the  decision  of  that  tribunal,  the  true  and  legitimate  um- 
pire of  constitutional,  controverted  law. 

The  disproportionate  numbers  of  the  slaveholding  re- 
presentation in  the  House  of  Representatives  have  secured 
to  it  the  absolute  control  of  the  general  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  especially  over  the  fiscal  system,  the 
revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  nation.  At  the  first  es- 
tablishment of  the  Government,  it  was  the  .'slaveholding 
interest  which  dictated  the  principle  that  the  pubfic  reve- 
nues should  be  raised,  not  by  direct  taxes,  but  by  impost. 
Had  direct  taxation  been  resorted  to,  the  very  letter  of 
the  constitution  prescribed  that  a  heavier  burden  of  it 
should  fall  upon  them  than  upon  the  States  where  no 
slaves  existed.  The  selection  of  impost,  as  the  exclusive 
mode  of  tsxation  for  raising  revenue,  was  noade  and  dic- 
tated by  them,  and  for  their  special  benefit.  But  they 
were  then  willing  that,  in  raising  the  revenue,  some  pro- 
tection should  be  extended  to  domestic  industry.  It  had 
not  occurred  to  them  yet,  that,  by  tiieir  disproportionate 
numbers  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  they 
could  exclude  all  the  free  labor  of  the  country  entirely 
from  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Under  ^hat  protection,  the  industry  of  ^fireedom  has 
thriven  and  flourished.  Oflen  checked  and  retarded  by 
that  preponderating  system  of  policy  which  the  slave- 
holding  interest,  by  its  disproportionate  representation  in 
the  General  Government,  was  always  enabled  to  pre- 
scribe, and  to  which  the  kbor  of  the  free  was  compelled 
to  submit,  a  right  to  some  protection,  under  the  compact 
of  constitutional  union,  had  never  been  denied  to  it 
Sparingly,  scantily,  and  grudgingly  as  it  was  dispensed, 
still  the  right  to  protection  was  conceded;  and,  in  the  rais- 
ing of  the  revenue,  actual  protection  was,  to  some  de- 
gree, yielded.  Free  labor  received  its  reward;  but  its 
prosperity  never  exceeded  tiiat  of  the  slaveholder,  nor 
was  the  protection  which  it  enjoyed  ever  equal  or  compar- 
able to  that  secured  to  the  slaveholding  interest,  both  by 
the  constitution  and  the  laws. 

In  this  condition  of  the  common  country,  with  the  s]ave> 
holding  interest  in  possession  of  all  the  highest  offices  of 
dignity  and  power,  legislative,  executive,  and  judidsJ,  a 
discovery  is  suddenly  made  in  South  Carolina — the  only 
State  of  the  Union  in  which  the  slave  population  Itfgely 
outnumbers  the  free,  and  where,  consequently,  six-tentlui 
of  the  people  are  the  property  of  the  other  four-tenths— 
there  it  is  that  the  discovery  bursts  upon  the  nation,  that 
duties  of  impost,  levied  for  the  protection  of  free  labor, 
ai*e  UDcoAsututionali  tbatdomeaUc  induftxyhasaor^t 
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to  the  protection  of  existing  laws;  and  that  all  the  reve- 
nue laws  are  palpable  violations  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Upon  the  heel  of  this  discovery  comes 
immediately  the  fixed  and  irrevocable  determination  that 
free  labor  shall  no  longer  and  never  more  enjoy  this  pro- 
tection of  tlie  law.  And  how  b  this  determination  carried 
into  effect?  A  convention  of  the  people— that  is  to  say, 
of  rather  more  tlian  one-half  the  four-tenths  of  the  owners 
of  tlie  rest— a  convention  representing,  at  the  utmost, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousana  souls,  andj  of  course,  less 
in  numbers  than  three-fourths  of  the  single  city  of  New 
York,  is  assembled — itself  unconstitutionally  constituted, 
and  assembled  in  defiance  of  the  fundamental  laws  both 
of  the  Union  and  of  the  State.  It  assumes,  in  the  broad 
face  of  dav,  the  exercise  of  absolute,  despotic,  irresistible, 
uncontrollable  power;  nullifies  the  whole  code  of  reve- 
nue laws  of  the  United  States;  dissolves  contracts,  pro- 
mises, obligations,  sanctioned  by  solemn  appeals  to  God; 
prescribes  oaths  as  abhorrent  to  the  pure  mtelligence  of 
the  Being  invoked  to  attest  them,  as  to  the  souk  of  those 
upon  whom  thev  are  imposed;  declares  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  absolved  from  all  their  ties  of  alleffianee 
and  fidelity  to  their  country;  annilulates  the  judicial  tri- 
bunals of  the  Union  within  the  SU^e;  and  then  declares 
that,  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  otherwise  than  through  those  annihilated  tribunals. 
South  Carolina  will  secede  from  that  Union  to  which  her 
fathers  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sa- 
cred honor;  from  that  Union  she  will  secede,  and  consti- 
tute herself  a  supreme,  sovereign,  feudal  dominion  of  de- 
spotic, irresistible,  and  uncontrolkble  power.  Since  the 
attempt  of  the  Titans  to  scate  the  throne  of  Heaven,  so 
bold  an  enterprise  was  never  conceived*  Since  the  pro- 
ject of  the  builders  on  the  plain  of  Shinar  to  make  them- 
selves a  name,  lest  they  should  be  scattered  abroad  upon 
the  whole  earth,  so  gallant  an  exploit  wan  never  under- 
taken. And  it  was  this  moment,  when  rebellion  was 
stalking  forth  under  the  worse  than  Gorgon  shield  of  State 
sovereignty,  that  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States  chose, 
for  recommending  to  the  insulted,  vilified,  andcontenmed 
kgislative  authority  of  the  Union,' tamely  to  yield,  in  sub- 
stance, to  this  overbearing  pretension,  and  gradually  to 
withdraw  from  the  manu&cturin^  establishments,  with 
some  vague  and  mdefinite  exceptions,  the  whole  protec- 
tion of  the  existing  laws. 

It  baa  been  seen  that,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  right  of  representation  in  the  popular  branch 
of  the  JLegialature,  and  in  the  Colleges  of  Electors  to  the 
offices  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  is  unequally  divided  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern,  or,  in  other  words,  the  free  and  the  slave- 
holding  States;  that  while  the  free  States  are  represented 
only  according  to  their  numbers,  the  slaveholders  are 
represented  also  for  their  property;  and  that  the  equi- 
valent for  this  privilege  is,  that  they  shall  bear  in  hke 
manner  a  heavier  burden  of  all  direct  taxation.  That,  by 
the  ascendancy  which  their  excess  of  representation  g^ves 
them  in  the  enactment  of  the  laws,  they  have  invariably, 
in  times  of  peace,  excluded  all  direct  taxation,  and  there- 
by enjoyed  their  excess  of  representation,  without  any 
equivalent  whatever.  This  is,  in  substance,  an  evasion 
of  the  bilateral  provision  in  the  constitution.  It  gives  it 
an  operation  entirely  one-sided.  It  is  a  privilege  of  the 
Southern  and  «laveholding  sections  of  the  Union,  without 
any  equivalent  to  tfie  Northern  and  Northwestern  free- 
men whatever. 

It  is  not  a  little  extraordinary  tliat  this  new  pretension 
of  South  Carolina,  the  State  which,  above  all  others,  en- 
joys this  unrequited  privilege  of  excessive  representa- 
tion, released  from  all  payment  of  the  direct  taxes,  of 
which  her  proportion  woukl  be  nearly  double  that  of  any 
non-slaveholding  State,  should  proceed  from  tliat  very 
complaint  that  she  bears  an  unequal  proportion  of  duties 


of  imposts,  which,  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  are  required  to  be  uniform  throughout  the  Union. 
Vermont^  with  a  free  population  of  28d,0(K)  souls,  has 
five  representatives  in  the  popular  House  of  Conp^ess, 
and  seven  electors  for  President  and  Vice  President. 
South  Carolina,  with  a  free  population  of  less  than  260,000 
souls,  sends  nine  members  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  honors  the  Governor  of  Virginia  with  eleven 
votes  for  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States.  If 
the  rule  of  representation  were  the  same  for  South 
Carolina  and  lor  Vemiont,  they  would  have  the  same 
number  of  representatives  in  the  House,  and  the  same 
number  of  electors  for  the  choice  of  President  and  Vice 
President.  She  has  nearly  double  the  number  of  both. 
Were  a  dhrect  tax  now  to  be  levied,  to  which  South  Ca- 
rolina herself  could  not  object  as  unconstitutional,  her 
proportion  of  it  must  be  just  as  nearlv  double  that  of  Ver- 
mont, as  is  the  number  of  her  members  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentajdves.  If,  by  the  protection  to  her  farmers, 
ana  mecharacs^  and  manufacturers,  a^nst  the  competi- 
tion of  foreign  labor,  armed  with  foreign  legislations,  the 
men  of  the  Green  mountains  find  brisker  markets  for  the 
productions  of  their  toil;  if  their  mountains  themselves  are 
clad  in  a  fresher  and  more  perennial  verdure;  if  the  very 
&ce  of  nature  upon  her  soil  gladdens  with  the  hue  of 
hope,  and  the  smile  of  jo^,  at  the  beneficence  of  Uieir 
government,  acting  in  auxiliary  subserviencv  to  the  bene- 
ficence of  Heaven,  while  the  sUvehokier  of  South  Caro- 
lina cannot  derive  so  much  benefit  from  the  protection  of 
man,  because  his  industry  is  not  his  own,  and  all  his  pro- 
fits must  be  earned  by  the  sweat  of  another's  brow,  is  this 
a  reason  to  justify  him  for  tearing  to  pieces  the  charter  of 
national  freedom  by  which  he  is  bound  to  the  freemen  of 
Vermont  ?  By  the  letter  of  that  fundamental  compact,  his 
power  in  the  enactment  of  the  laws,  to  be  binding  upon 
both,  is  nearly  twice  that  of  the  mountaineer.  By  the 
letter  of  that  eompaet,  too,  were  the  revenues  of  the 
whole  community  to  be  levied  by  direct  taxation,  his 
share  of  contribution  must  be  nearly  doubled.  ^  With 
what  pretence  of  reason,  therefore,  can  he  complain  of  a 
slight  inequality  bearing  upon  him;  not  by  the  burden 
of  the  impost,  which  is  every  where  the  same,  but  by 
the  primeval  curse  of  Omnipotence  upon  shivery,  deny- 
ing to  him  the  remote  and  contingent  advantage  which 
the  free  laborer  of  Vermont  derives  from  the  protection 
of  the  laws? 

The  subscribers  believe,  therefore,  that  the  ground  as- 
sumed by  the  South  Carolina  convention  for  usurping  the 
sovereign  and  fimitless  power  of  the  people  of  that  State 
to  dictate  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  prostrate  the  legis- 
lative, executive,  and  judicial  authority  of  the  United 
States^  is  as  destitute  of'^foundation  as  the  forms  and  sub- 
stance of  their  proceedings  are  arrogant,  overbearing,  ty- 
rannical, and  oppressive;  they  believe  that  one  particle  of 
compromise  with  that  usurped  power,  or  of  concession  to 
its  pretensions,  would  be  a  heavy  calamity  to  the  people 
of  tiie  whole  Union,  and  to  none  more  than  to  the  people 
of  South  Carolina  themselves.  That^uch  concession  by 
Congress  would  be  a  dereliction  of  the  highest  duties  tp 
their  country,  and  directly  lead  to  the  final  and  irretriev- 
able dissolution  of  the  Union. 

That  tiie  President  of  the  United  States  has  a  deep  and 
just  sense  of  the  solemn  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  this 
great  emergency,  the  subscribers  have  seen  with  great 
and  most  smcere  satisfaction,  by  his  proclamation,  and 
by  his  message  to  Congress  communicating  that  docu- 
ment, and  others  issued  from  the  Executive  Department, 
together  with  those  emanating  from  the  disorganizing  fac- 
tion in  South  Carolina.  It  onlv  remains  for  him  to  suit 
the  action  to  the  word.  Bound  by  his  official  oath  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  shall  be  faithfully  executed,  those  laws 
have  armed  him  with  ample  power  to  discharge  that  duty 
so  long  as  the  execution  of  the  laws  shall  meet  with  no  re- 
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Bistance  by  force.  Eren  that  reatetanee,  also,  he  has  not 
been  left  without  means,  lawful  means,  to  overpower  and 
subdue.  If  other  means  be  necessary  or  expedient,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Liegislature  to  invest  him  with  them.  '  But 
with  the  usurpations  of  the  South  Carolina  convention 
there  can  be  no  possible  compromise.  They  must  con- 
quer or  they  must  fall. 

The  subscribers  are  the  more  deeply  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  no  compromise  can  be  authorized  or  per- 
mitted with  the  insurrectionary  spirit  of  the  fdocuments 
fihom  South  Carolina,  because  they  consider  them  utteriy 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of  Republican  Qovem- 
ment,  and  because  they  believe,  with  equal  confidence, 
that,  if  met  with  open  front  and  unvielding  energy,  there 
is  nothing  in  this  array  of  rebellion  m  the  slightest  degree 
dangerous,  they  will  not  say  to  the  existence,  but  even  to 
the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  Union.  For  a  conflict  of 
physical  force,  which  may  God,  in  his  mercy,  forbid;  but 
should  it  unhappily  ensue,  the  parties  to  it  are  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand,  at  the  utmost,  stronf^  on  one  side, 
and  ten  millions  on  the  other.  But  the  ordmance  of  nul- 
lification itself,  and  all  the  other  State  papers  of  this  new 
sovereignty  in  embryo,  professedly  disehim  all  purpose 
or  intention  of  resorting  to  physi<»l  force,  unless  in  self- 
defence.  If,  in  the  spirit  of  county  court  litigation,  they 
can,  bv  quibbles  and  quillets  of  the  law,  entangle  the  jus- 
tice of  the  Union  in  a  net  of  subtleties,  by  capiases,  reple- 
vins, and  withemams;  if  by  imposing  unhallowed  and  de- 
tested oaths  upon  their  own  citizens,  in  violation  of  their 
allegiance  and  obligations  to  their  country;  if  by  enjoin- 
ing upon  them,  under  heavy  penalties,  fraud,  perjury, 
tlie  breach  of  their  own  promises,  contracts,  and  obliga- 
tions, and  the  forfeiture  of  aU  their  cfvio  duties  as  Ame- 
rican freemen;  if  by  all  these  ingenious  and  peaceable 
devices  the  collection  of  the  revennes-of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  South  Carolina  can  be  practically  and 
permanentiy  finstrated,  the  purpose  of  nullification  is  ac- 
complished; she  asks  no  more— she  draws  no  sword— she 
faints  at  the  very  sieht  of  blood-<-«he  thinks  *'  the  sove- 
reign'st  thing  on  earu, 

(*  It  pamuieity  fbr  an  inward  braite,** 

and,  as  a  sovereign  State,  she  will  administer  noUiing  but 
parmacity  to  heal  the  inward  bruises  of  the  constitution. 
From  the  principles  announced  by  the  President  in  his 
proclamation,  and  in  his  recent  message,  afid  from  all  the 
measures  of  the  Government  yet  adopted  in  preparation 
for  this  exigency,  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that 
force  will,  in  the  first  instance,  be  used  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.  The  determination  not  to  yield,  is  a  spi- 
rit passive  in  its  nature  until  aggression  provokes  it  tp  ac- 
tion. It  endures  until  summoned  to  resistance  in  self-, 
defence.  In  the  collision  of  exasperated  passions,  it  is 
the  temper  of  aggression  that  always  strikes  the  first  blow. 
Nullification,  in  assuming  the  attitude  of  self-defknce,  de- 
nies its  own  nature;  it  is  essentially  am^ssive,  and  will 
assuredlv  find  that  it  can  never  accomplish  its  purpose  but 
by  hostile  action.  So  long  as  it  stays  its  hand,  however, 
the  laws  of  the  Union  wul  liave  their  execution.  The 
executive  minister  of  the  law  performs  his^uty  until  met 
by  the  resistance  of  physical  force,  and  until  then  the 
thunder  of  the  ordinance  is  but  a  hrutum  fulmen*  Let 
the  Government  of  Uie  Union,  in  all  its  branches,  manifest 
the  pure,  unaggressive,  but  firm  and  inflexible  temper  of 
self-defence,  and  nullification  will  vanish,  like  a  noxious 
exlialation  before  the  morning  sun. 

By  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided 
that  the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in 
this  Union  a  republican  form  of  Government.  The  sub- 
scribers believe,  with  one  of  the  most  eminent  and  virtu- 
ous citizens  of  South  Carolina,*  that  republican  Govern- 
ment in  that  State  ceased  with  the  ordinance  of  nuUi- 


*  Tbomai  S.  OrimK*. 


fication.    It  ceased,  as  he  says,  «in  spirit  and  in  trutii." 
It  ceased  even  in  form — Government  is  the  enactment  and 
administration  of  laws,  or  it  is  a  dominion  of  arbitiaiy 
power — ^republican  Government  is  a  Government  of  laws. 
The  Government  by  will  is  not  republican  Government. 
The  constitutions  of  several  of  the  States  expressly  de- 
clare the  intent  of  their  institution  to  be  to  establish  a 
Government  of  laws  and  not  of  men.    In  these  Unhed 
States,  the  people,  although  the  true  and  Intimate 
source  of  all  political  power,  have  never  exercised  the 
powers  of  Government  themselves.  They  delegate  power 
by  constitotions  of  Government,  all  under  strict  limita- 
tions to  secure  the  rights  of  tiie  dtisen  from  the  oppres- 
sion of  arbitrary  power.    Under  these  constitutions  the 
legislative,  the  executive,  and  the  judicial  powers  are 
separated  from  each  other,  a  separation  without  which 
some  of  them  expressly  declare,  and  all  tacitly  recognise, 
that  there  can  be  no  enjoyment  of  liberty.    They  entrust 
the  power  of  leg^ation  to  two  co-ordinate  assemblies  of 
men»  each  operating  as  a  check  upon  the  other,  and  gpn- 
eraliy  under  the  fiirther  check  of  a  quaTified  n^;ative  in 
the  Chief  Executive  Magistrate.     Such  is  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.     Such  is  the  constitution  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina.  These  constitutions  sre  the  fun- 
damental laws  of  the  land,  protective  of  the  rights  of 
everv  individual  citizen.     Under  this  protection,  a  con- 
vention is  assembled,  representing  a  part  of  the  people 
of  South  Carolina,  but  assuming  to  represent  them  aU — 
acknowledging  no  law;  affecting  the  exercise  of  absolute, 
irresistible,  imcontrolUble  power,  and  issues  an  ordinance 
annulling  the  constitution  fmd  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  commanding  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  to  enact  laws  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State;  absolving  the  citizens  of  the  SUte 
from  the  fulfilment  of  their  promises,  contracts,  and  obli- 
gations; and  imposing  upon  them  oaths,  which  they  can- 
not take  withoutgiving  we  lie  to  their  consciences  in  the 
face  of  God.    l^e  convention  which  issued  this  ordi- 
nance has  an  evstenoe  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  for 
a  whole  year.    After  giving  out  tills  memorable  ordi- 
nance, it  adjourns^  to  meet  again  at  the  convocation  of  its 
president.    Upon  the  principles  which  it  assumes  as  the 
rule  of  action  tor  itself,  it  is  invested  with  the  whole  sove- 
reign power  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina",  subject  to 
no  limitation  but  that  of  time,  and  that  extending  to  a 
whole  year.    During  all  that  period  its  autbori^  is  para- 
mount to  that  of  the  Legiskture,  to  the  constitution  of 
the  State,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.     H 
possesses  the  whole  power  of  the  people,  legislative, 
executive,  judicial;  it  may  constitute  itself  a  tribunal  for 
tiie  trial  of  offenders  against  anv  onfinance  'which  it  may 
ordain ;  it  may  pass  sentence  of  death  upon  any  such  oflTen- 
der;  it  may  erect  within  its  hall  a  guillotine  or  a  gibbet 
and  execute  its  own  sentences  by  the  hand  of  its  own 
prendent.    It  has  passed  a  law,  not  only  impairing,  but 
nullifying  in  express  terms  the  obligations  of  contracts;  it 
may,  by  the  same  sovereign  power,  pass  bills  of  attainder, 
ex  post  fado  laws;  it  mtey  proscribe  the  fireedom  of  the 
press,  the  freedom  of  speech,  the  freedom  of  consdence; 
It  may  establish  a  religion,  and  religtous  inquisition;  it 
may  grant  titles  of  nobuitv;  and,  lastly,  it  may  invest  sll 
these  powers  in  its  president,  to  have,  and  to  hold,  and 
to  exercise,  to  him  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  forever.   To 
say  that  they  will  not  exercise  these  powers,  is  only  tossy 
that  they  will  not  thus  abuse  the  power  which  they  chim 
to  possess.    It  is  a  pure  unadulterated  despotism^es- 
potism  In  a  single  assembly,  superseding  the  protection 
of  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  guarantied  by  the  United 
States  to  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  to  all  its  citi- 
zens.   During  the  existence  of  that  convention,  the  Go- 
vernment of  South  Carolina  is  not  republican.     It  has  no 
'Government.     It  is  under  the  rule  of  an  org^ized  anar- 
chy,, with  a  nominal  Legislature  subordinate  to  a  Uwlen 
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assemblage  of  tyrants,  calling  themselves  the  people  of 
South  Carolina. 

It  roust  especially  be  not  forgotten  that  among  the  im- 
plied, necessarily  implied  powers  claimed  by  this  con- 
vention, is  that  of  enacting  laws  for  the  United  States — 
laws  paramount  even  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  To  repeal  a  law  is  to  enact  a  law;  to  nullify  a 
law  is  an  act  of  more  transcendent  authority.  The  power 
competent  to  repeal  is  competent  to  enact  a  law.  To 
nullify  a  law  is  an  act  of  superior  and  paramount  autho- 
rity. The  ordinance  of  South  Carolina  nullifying  in 
words  only  within  the  limits  of  that  State,  the  whole  code 
of  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States  assumes,  in  fact,  the 
authority  of  repealing  that  whole  code  throughout  the 
United  States.  It  legislates  for  the  whole  Union.  Sub- 
mission to  it  for  one  Instant  would  recognise  an  appel- 
late power  of  legislation,  coextensive  with  the  whole 
Union,  in  every  one  of  its  States.  To  call  such  a  system 
anarchy,  would  be  to  give  it  too  mild  a  name.  It  is  usur- 
pation of  the  most  odious  character — usurpation  of  one 
State  over  the  laws  of  twenty-three,  and  brands  the  State 
itself,  as  well  as  the  individuals  by  whom  the  absurd  pre- 
tension is  raised,  with  the  indelible  character  of  «  close 
ambition  varnished  o'er  with  zeal." 

From  these  pretensions  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
must  desist.  The  subscribers  have  no  doubt  that,  unless 
encouraged  to  persevere  in  them  by  some  faltering  or 
weakness  of  concession  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  she  will  desist  from  them,  and  there- 
by redeem  herself  from  the  obloquy  of  a  desperate  strug- 
gle to  subdue  the  whole  family  of  her  sisters  under  the 
dominion  of  her  own  ungovernable  will.  She  must  re- 
sume her  seat  in  the  family  circle,  from  which  she  has  so 
unadvisedly  started,  and  submit  to  the  laws  which  she 
shared  in  establishing,  until  she  can  persuade  her  asso- 
ciated equals  to  concur  with  her  in  repealing  them.  Of 
this  result  the  subscribers  entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt, 
if  the  clear  and  indisputable  rights  of  the  whole  Union 
shall  be  maintained  with  becoming  perseverance  and  for- 
titude by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  subscribers  have  seen  with  deep  regret  that 
the  message  upon  which  it  has  been  their  indispensable 
duty  to  animadvert,  does  in  its  whole  purport  relating  to 
the  administration  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  nation,  and 
most  especially  in  the  recommendation  to  Congress  gra- 
dually to  withdraw  from  the  manufacturing  estabhsh- 
ments  of  the  country,  with  a  vague  and  indefinite  excep- 
tion, the  whole  protection  of  the  existing  laws,  giv«  an 
alarmincf  encouragement,  not  only  to  the  unwarrantable 
proceedings  of  the  South  Carolina  convention,  but  to  the 
most  extravagant  doctrines  and  outrages  of  nullification. 
Connected  with  the  other  effective  recommendations  to 
abandon  all  further  purposes  of  national  internal  improve- 
ment, and  all  future  revenues  from  the  public  lands,  with 
the  hand  of  ruin  raised  against  credit  and  currency,  in 
the  denunciations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and, 
at  the  root  of  all,  the  proclamation  of  the  principle  that 
the  wealthy  landholders,  or,  in  other  words,  the  slave- 
holding  planters  of  the  South,  constitute  the  best  part  of 
the  national  population,  they  can  perceive  notliing  other 
than  a  complete  system  of^  future  Government  for  this 
Union  directly  tending  to  its  dissolution — a  system  totally 
adverse  to  that  which  has  prevailed  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  constitution,  till  the  day  of  the  delivery  of 
the  message — a  system  altogether  sectional  in  its  charac- 
ter, wasteful  of  the  property  of  the  nation,  destructive  to 
its  commerce,  withering  to  its  future  improvement,  blast- 
ing to  the  manufactures  and  agriculture  of  two-thirds  of 
the  States,  and  looking  in  its  ultimate  results  to  sacrifice 
the  labor  of  the  free  to  pamper  with  bloated  profits  the 
owner  of  the  slave. 

The  admission  in  the  message  that  the  laws  for  the  rais- 
ing of  revenue  by  imposts  have  been,  in  their  operation. 
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unequal  and  oppressive  upon  the  South,  the  subscribers 
believe  to  be  utterly  without  foundation.  They  have 
proved  that  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  the 
principle  is  expressly  recognised,  that,  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  privilege  of  slave  representation  in  the  Legislature 
and  the  Electoral  Colleges,  the  slaveholders  should  bear 
an  additional  and  proportional  burden  of  all  direct  taxa- 
tion. It  may  be,  tha^  under  any  possible  system  of  taxa- 
tion, the  owner  of  slaves  may  feel  the  burdens  of  it  more 
heavily  than  the  freeman,  because  he  must  pay  the  taxes 
of  his  slave  as  well  as  his  own.  All  taxation  is  an  assess- 
ment upon  property — all  just  taxation  bears  some  propor- 
tion to  the  property  of  the  party  taxed.  If  the  rich  pays 
a  larger  tax  than  the  poor,  it  is  not  therefore  a  tax  un- 
equal and  oppressive  upon  the  rich.  The  unequal  tax  is 
that  which  exacts  from  the  poor  the  same  amount  of  con- 
tribution as  from  the  rich.  There  are,  to  speak  in  round 
numbers,  two  millions  of  slaves  in  this  Union.  At  the 
average  value  of  three  hundred  dollars  a  head,  they  con- 
stitute a  mass  of  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  proper- 
ty, all  owned  in  the  slaveholding  States,  who  possess,  or 
may  if  they  please  possess,  all  other  kinds  of  property 
which  can  be  held  in  the  States  where  slavery  is  explod- 
ed. The  slaveholders,  therefore,  are,  as  respects  the 
whole  Union,  the  rich,  and  the  freemen  of  the  other 
States  are  the  poor,  of  the  community.  The  slavehold- 
ers own  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  wealth 
more  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  wholly  free  States.  And 
this  property  is  self-productive.  It  is  no  breed  of  bar- 
ren metal,  but  a  breed  of  living  value — ^a  breed  of  flesh 
and  blood,  of  bone  and  sinew,  of  productive  and  pro- 
fitable labor.  Its  owners  hold  it  not  only  as  individual 
property,  but  as  collective  political  power.  It  yields 
them  not  only  the  increase  of  increasing  population,  equi- 
valent in  this  country  to  a  compound  interest  of  three  per 
cent,  a  year.  It  yields  them  not  only  the  fruits  of  all  the 
industry  of  two  millions  of  human  beings,  but  it  yields 
them,  collectively,  twenty-five  representatives  in  one 
branch  of  the  common  Legislature,  and  upwards  of  thirty 
votes  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  electors  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  Upon 
what  principle  of  natural  justice  or  equity  can  the  hold- 
ers of  Uiis  property  pretend  that  they  will  not  contri- 
bute to  the  revenues  of  the  nation,  more  than  the  freeman 
who  holds  no  such  property,  and  enjoys  no  such  repre- 
sentation? 

It  has  been  seen  that,  with  a  free  population  of  280,000 
souls,  Vermont  sends  to  the  National  House  of  Represen- 
tatives onlv  five  members,  while  South  Carolina,  with  a 
like  popuktion  of  less  than  260,000,  sends  nine;  New 
Hampshire,  with  a  free  population  of  270,000,  sends  only 
five.  In  the  year  1813,  under  the  third  census,  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire  had  each  six  members  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  South  Carolina  the  same  number 
as  at  present,  and  as  she  will  have  under  the  new  census; 
that  is,  nine. 

In  the  direct  tax  of  the  year  1813,  the  sum  apportioned 
to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  was  ninety-six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and  thirty-seven 
cents;  that  upon  the  State  of  Vermont  was  ninety-eight 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-one cents;  that  upon  the  State  of  South  Carolina  was 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  five 
dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

If  the  fifteen  millions  of  annual  revenue,  which  are 
supposed  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  be  necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and 
were  proposed  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  be  levied  as  a  permanent  revenue,  should 
now  be  raised  by  a  direct  tax,  the  sum  apportioned  for  its 
payment  to  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  would  fall  a  lit- 
tle short  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars;  that  to  the 
Slate  of  Vermont  would  a  little  exceed  the  same  amount. 
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The  sum  apportioned  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
would  be  upwards  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  very  little  short  of  those  of  ^e  two  States  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  together.  Is  there  a  hu- 
man being  who  can  imagine  that  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  will  pay,  of  fifteen  millions  levied  by  impost,  an 
amount  approaching  to  that  which  will  be  paid  by  the 
people  ot  Vermont  and  of  New  Hampshire  united?  In 
strict  justice  to  the  non-slaveholding  States,  all  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Union  ought  to  be  raised  either  by  direct  tax- 
ation, or  by  a  system,  the  operation  of  which  would  pro- 
duce the  same  result.  The  slave  representation  is  a  per- 
manent, uninterrupted  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  owners  of 
the  slaves.  The  equivalent  for  it  ought,  in  justice,  to 
bear  the  same  character.  Duties  of  impost  do  so  to  a 
certain  extent;  but  the  substitution  of  them  instead  of  di- 
rect taxation  is,  beyond  all  question,  favorable  to  the 
slaveholding  SUtes.  Nine-tenths,  at  least,  of  all  the  re- 
venue  raised  bv  impost  duties  are  levied  upon  the  articles 
of  cotton,  wool,  and  woollens,  silks,  fiaz,  and  hemp,  iron, 
spuits,  and  molasses,  wines,  coffee,  tea,  and  sugar.  Now, 
the  consumption,  by  any  part  of  the  slave  population,  of 
any  one  of  these  articles,  when  imported,  is  exceedingly 
small;  instead  of  being  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  five 
in  comparison  with  that  of  the  free  white  population,  it 
is  certainly  not  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  ten.  If  we 
analyze  the  articles  upon  which  the  great  mass  of  the  re- 
venue by  impost  is  raised,  we  find  it  to  be  upon  food  and 
raiment;  tea,  coffee,  sugfar,  wine,  molasses,  spirits,  are  of 
the  first  kind  thus  classified;  wool,  cotton,  silk,  flax,  and 
leather,  are  of  the  second.  Now,  who  does  not  know 
that  the  food  and  raiment  of  the  slave  are  almost  entirely 
of  domestic  growth  and  production  ?  They  are  fed  upon 
the  fruits,  and  clad  in  the  apparel  produced  by  their  own 
labor  on  the  plantations  to  which  they  belong.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  their  owners  consume  more  of  the  articles  im- 
ported from  abroad  than  an  equal  number  of  citizens  in 
the  States  where  all  are  free;  but  if  so,  it  is  either  because 
they  are  more  wealthy  by  the  possession  of  slaves,  or  be- 
cause they  are  not  accustomed  to  habits  of  frugtdity  so 
parsimonious  and  self-denying.  The  passions,  the  vices, 
and  the  virtues  of  men  are  all  modified  by.  their  condi- 
tion in  civil  society.  Among  men  who  subsist  onlv  upon 
the  fniits  of  their  own  labor,  industrv  and  frugality  are 
constantly  stimulated  by  the  natural  and  perpetu^  impulse 
of  bettering  their  own  condition.  Wherever  one  portion 
of  the  community  lives  in  perpetual  servitude  to  another, 
where  master  and  slave  both  subsist  upon  the  labor  of  the 
slave,  industry  and  iVugality  not  only  lose  much  of  their 
natural  influence  upon  numan  conduct,  but  are  apt  even 
to  lose  the  name  and  conmderation  of  virtues.  The  slave 
feels  neither  the  spur  of  industry  nor  the  curb  of  fru* 

fality;  for  the  fruits  of  his  industry  are  not  his  own,  and 
is  scanty  subsistence  leaves  him  nothing  to  spare.  The 
master's  wants,  supplied  by  another's  toil,  multiply  with 
the  means  of  gratification,  and  his  natural  tendencies  will 
be  to  spend  rather  than  to  hoard.  All  labor  to  him  will 
assume  the  hue  and  disrepute  of  servitude,  and  frugality 
to  his  eyes  will  lose  her  natural  healthy  bloom,  and  fade 
into  the  livid  complexion  of  penurious  avarice.  Under 
these  influences.  South  Carolina,  with  a  free  white  popu- 
lation rather  less  than  that  of  New  Hampshire,  may,  pos- 
sibly, by  the  consumption  of  imported  articles,  contribute 
rather  more  to  the  public  revenues  of  the  Union;  but  the 
subscribers  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  their  belief 
that  the  difference  of  amount  between  them,  if  ascertain- 
ed to  a  dollar,  would  be  found  too  trifling  and  insig^^ifi- 
cant  to  warrant  a  whisper  of  complaint;  and  that  it  would 
bear  no  sort  of  comparison  to  the  difference,  disadvanta- 
geous to  South  Carolina,  which  would  appear  by  the  levy 
of  an  equal  amount  by  direct  taxation. 

There  is,  then,  neither  injustice  nor  oppression  upon  I 
South  Carolina,  nor  upon  the  southern  portion  of  the  | 


Union  generally,  resulting  from  the  collection  of  the  na- 
tional revenues,  by  duties  of  impost;  nor  is  it  true  that 
South  Carolina  has  suffered  impoverishment  under  this 
system  of  taxation,  in  comparison  with  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  or  New  England  generally.     Of  this  the  unan- 
swerable demonstration  is  found  in  the  same  fact  of  rela- 
tive representation  in  Congress^  under  the  saccesnve 
enumerations  of  the  people.    In  1813,  under  the  third 
census,  the  representation  of  South  Carolina  in  this  House 
consisted  of  mne  members;  that  of  Vermont  was  six;  that 
of  New  Hampshire  six.    Under  the  last  census.  South 
Carolina  retains  for  the  next  ten  years  the  same  number 
of  nine  members;  New  Hampshire  has  only  five,  Ver- 
mont only  five:  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  hare  thus 
lost,  each,  one  member  on  the  floor  of  the  Representative 
hall,  while  South  Carolina  has  retained  her  number  unim- 
paired.    The  relative  increase  of  the  peculation  of  South 
Carolina  has,  therefore,  for  the  last  twenty  years^  been 
greater  than  that  of  Vermont  or  New  Hampal^re;  and  let 
It  be  remembered  that,  in  South  Carolina,  this  increase  of 
population  is  at  the  same  time,  in  the  moat  literal  sense, 
an  increase  of  wealth.     There,  population  is  property, 
and  the  increase  of  that  part  of  the  population  which  is 
the  property  of  the  remamder,  has  been  in  hrgtr  propor- 
tion.    The  slaves  have  multiplied  more  rapidly  than  their 
roasters.    Thus,  altogether,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  the 
population  and  the  wealth  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina 
nas  increased  more  tiian  those  of  Vermont  or  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  this  is  the  result  of  the  system  of  impost, 
which  the  political  economists  of  the  new  school  wouM 
teach  us  to  believe  is  grinding  the  South  to  dust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  North,  and  fattening  the  New  Hampshirs 
farmer,  and  the  shepherd  of  the  Green  mountains^,  upon 
the  spoils  of  the  South  Carolina  planter. 

In  examining  the  part  of  Uie  message  specially  refer- 
red by  the  House  to  the  Committee  on  BlanufaetureSi 
namely,  that  which  relates  to  the  protection  necessary  to 
domestic  numufiictures,  the  subscribers  have  necestfil]f 
been  led  not  only  to  an  examination  of  the  principle  laid 
down,  as  the  basis  of  the  recommendations*  relating  to 
this  particular  interest,  but  to  a  general  survey  of  all  the 
foundations  of  the  new  system  of  Government  for  this 
Union,  the  outiine  of  which  is  presented  for  the  first  time 
in  this  document     They  have  considered  it  as  a  whole, 
of  which  all  the  parts  are  adapted  to  eadx  other— as  a 
whole,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  change  the 
nature  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and,  in 
their  belief,  at  no  distant  day,  effect  its  dissolution,     l^he 
assumption  of  the  principle,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
articles  of  indispenMd>le  necessity  in  time  of  war,  ai\  legis- 
lative protection  must  ultiroatel]^  be  withdrawn  from  do- 
mestic manuikctures,  the  subscribers  believe  to  be  itself 
contrary  to  the  vital  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  equiva- 
lent to  a  bill  of  attainder,  not  against  one  individual,  but 
a^inst  a  whole,  respectable,  and  noost  important  class  of 
citizens;  the  denial  to  them  of  a  right  secured  to  them  by 
the  social  compact  of  the  constitution  itself.     And  tlai 
assumed  principle  appears  to  us  the  more  exceptionable, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  the  identical  principle  assumed  by  the 
nullifying  faction  of  South  Carolina,  and  had  but  too  mani- 
fest a  tendency  to  encourage  them  in  the  violent  and  un- 
constitutional measures  by  which  they  were,  at  the  veiy 
moment  when  the  message  was  delivered,   arming  the 
worse    than    Eastern    despotism    of  State   sovere^ty 
against  that  same  right  of  the  citizen  to  the  protection  of 
the  laws.     Had  it  stood  by  itself,  the  recommendation 
gradually  to  withdraw  from  the  manufactures  tbe  protec- 
tion of  existing  laws,  would  have  appeared  inconflideratc, 
and,  at  the  moment  when  made,  most  unseasonable.  But, 
coupled,  as  it  was,  with  recommendations  totally  to  aban- 
don all  future  purposes  of  internal  national  improvement, 
to  give  away,  without  equivalent,  the  immensely  valuahle 
property  in  the  public  lands,  and  to  sacrifice  with  the 


APPENDIX— To  Gale»  Sf  8eatorCa  Register. 


59 


JR/qport  of  the  CQmmUtee  on  Manufadurea, 


[22d  Cong  .  Sd  Sssa. 


National  Bank  all  the  property  of  the  nation  in  corporate  I  of  its  Government,  is  to  liarmonize  and  not  to  diyide^  to 
companies  for  roads  and  canals,  and  the  whole  system  co-operate  and  not  to  conflict. 


emanadn^  from  a  speculattre  theory  of  political  morality, 
pronouncmg  the  wealthy  landholders  of  every  country 
the  best  part  of  their  population,  the  subscribers  could 
neither  disg^seto  themselves,  nor  coold  they,  consistent- 
ly with  the  sense  of  their  duties  to  their  country,  with- 
hold the  exposure  of  their  conviction  that,  taken  all  toge- 
ther, it  presents  a  decomposition  of  all  the  elements  which 
hold  this  Union  together;  an  array  of  great  interests  against 
each  other,  instead  of  a  combination,  by  mutual  conces- 
sion and  mutual  support  of  great  interests,  in  union  with 
each  other.     The  planter  of  the  South,  the  new  settler  of 
the  West,  the  husbandman  of  the  North  and  Centre,  the 
merchant  of  the  Atlantic  shore,  the  navigator  of  the  ocean, 
and  the  artisan  of  the  workshop  and  the  loom,  have  each, 
in  his  several  sphere  of  action,  a  separate  and  distinct  in- 
terest, but  a  common  ri^ht,  a  common  stake,  a  common 
pledge,  in  that  great  social  compact,  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.    All  are  equally  entitled  to  its  protec- 
tion, and  to  that  of  its  laws.     To  bind,  to  interweave,  to 
rivet  them  in  adhesion  inseparable  together,  is  the  duty 
of  the  American  patriot  and  statesman;  to  bring  one  of 
those  great  interests  in  hostile  collision  with  all  or  any  one 
of  the  others,  is  to  loosen  the  bonds  of  the  Union,  uid  to 
kindle  the  fires  of  strife.    A  sound,  uniform,  and  accre- 
dited currency;  an  inexhaustible  and  invaluable  fund  of 
common  property  in  the  public  lands;  an  organized  and 
eifective  application  of  the  national  energies  and  resources 
to  great  undertakings  of  internal  improvement;  and  a  firm, 
efficient  protection  of  commerce  and  navigation  against 
the  arm  of  foreign  violence,  and  of  manufactures  and  agri- 
culture against  the  indirect  aggressions  of  foreign  legisla- 
tion  and  competition:  these,  the  subscribers  believe,  are 
the  cements  which  can  alone  render  this  Union  prosper- 
ous and  lasting.  To  discompose  and  unsettle  the  currency, 
to  cast  away  the  treasure  of  the  public  lands,  to  abandon 
all  enterprise  of  internal  improvement,  and  systematically 
to  deny  all  protection  to  the  domestic  manufiictures,  is  to 
separate  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  set  them 
in  opposition  to  each  other.     It  is  to  untie  the  ligaments 
of  the  Union. 

The  subscribers,  with  the  most  respectful  considera- 
tion, but  with  the  freedom  which  their  sense  of  duty  re- 
quires, cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  thai  the  author  of  the 
message  will  reconsider  the  principles  upon  which  its  re- 
commendations are  founded,  and  review  them  upon  a  scale 
of  more  enlarged  political  philosophy  than  that  of  favorit- 
ism for  one  part  of  the  population,  to  the  disparagement 
of  all  the  rest;  or  tliat  of  reducing  the  Government  of  a 
nation,  swelling  from  tens  to  hundreds  of  millions  of 
gpvernable  population,  to  a  simple  machine.  To  solve 
civil  society  into  its  elements,  is  to  send  back  man  to  the 
state  of  nature;  it  is  to  deg^rade  the  citizen  to  a  savage. 

The  subscribers  believe  that  this  great  confederated 
Union  is  an  union  of  the  people,  an  union  of  States,  an 
union  of  great  national  interests;  an  union  of  all  classes, 
conditions,  and  occupations  of  men;  an  union  coextensive 
with  our  territorial  dominions;  an  union  for  successive 
ages,  without  limitation  of  time.  They  read  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  constitution,  that  it  was  ordained  and  esta- 
blished by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  among  other 
great  and  noble  purposes,  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty 
to  themselves  and  their  posterity.  As  sovereign  States 
have  no  posterity,  they  are  incompetent  to  enter  into  any 
such  compact.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  ordain- 
ing the  constitution,  expressly  bound  to  its  observance  their 
posterity,  as  well  as  themselves.  Their  posterity,  that  is, 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  are  the  only  power 
on  earth  competent  to  dissolve  peaceably  tliat  compact. 
It  cannot  otherwise  be  dissolved  but  by  force.  But  to 
make  it  perpetual,  the  first  and  transcendent  duty  of  all 
who  at  any  time  are  called  to  participate  in  the  councils 


The  most  remarkable  characteristic  of  the  controversy 
which  now  threatens  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  is,  that 
it  originated  in  the  discontent  of  one  great  protected  in- 
terest, with  the  protection  extended  by  the  existing  laws 
to  another.    The  controversy  is  sectional  in  its  nature. 
It  is  the  superabundantly,  the  excessively  protected  inte- 
rest of  the  South,  which  revolts  at  the  feeble  and  scanty 
protection  of  the  laws  enjoyed  by  the  North,  the  Centre^ 
and  the  West.     To  inflame  these  discontents,  and  to  arm 
them  with  offensive  weapons,  sophisms,  which  reason 
blushes  to  be  called  to  confiite,  are  wrought  up  into 
axioms  of  political  economy;  fiction  usurps  tne  place  of 
fact,  to  invert  the  most  authenticated  story  of  our  national 
independence.     Construction  nullifies  the  connexion  be- 
tween words  and  their  meaning,  to  make  the  constitution 
say  what  it  denies,  and  deny  what  it  says;  and  invention  is 
beggared  for  tales  of  decay  and  desolation  and  poverty 
and  distress,  in  the  South,  in  the  face  of  an  increasing  re- 
lative representation  in  this  House,  and  a  doubting  amount 
at  once  of  population  and  property.     The  Southern  plan- 
ter is  told  that  duties  of  impost  are  paid,  not  by  the  con- 
sumer of  the  dutied  articles,   but  by  the  producer  of 
cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco.    What  is  the  purpose  of  this  ab- 
surdity? To  stimulate  his  selfisAi  and  sordid  jpassion  of  ava- 
rice, and  his  hatred  of  the  Northern  manufacturer.    It  is 
not  true,  but  his  anti-social  passions  believe  it.    He  is  told 
that  this  Union  is  a  mere  confederacy  of  States,  of  sove- 
reign States,  from  which  any  one  of  them  may  break  off 
at  pleasure.    This  is  grossly,  palpably  false;  and  to  bol- 
ster it  up,  the  most  notorious  historical  fiicts  are  falsified. 
He  is  told  that  each  of  the  States  of  this  Union  separately 
declared  itself  sovereign  and  independent;  and  as  bare 
untruth  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  bear  out  this  impos- 
ture, the  county  of  Mecklenburg  is  metamorphosed  mto 
the  sovereign  and  independent  State  of  North  Carolina, 
to  stamp  the  legend  of  the  sterling  standard  upon  the  base 
metal  of  nullification.    The  tale  is  utterly  groundless,  but 
the  abused  planter  believes  it.     In  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  speaking 
in  the  first  person,  declare  themselves  parties  to  it;  de- 
clare themselves  to  ordain  and  estabEsh  it  for  the  most 
exalted  purposes  of  human  action,  upon  this  side  the 
grave— even  to  secure  to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity 
the  blessings  of  liberty.     The  planter  is  told  that  these 
are  idle,  unmeaning,  cabalistical  words;  that  there  is  no 
people  of  the  United  States.     That  the  paper  called  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a  league  ^f  despotic 
corporations,  which  can  have  no  posterity  to  whom  the 
blessings  of  liberty  may  be  secured;  which,  having  no 
soul,  can  have  no  dread  hereafter  of  the  penalties  of  vio- 
lated vows,  and  can  never  be  excommunicated;  which, 
having  no  conscience,  can  be  bound  by  no  ties  of  morality 
to  the  fiilfilment  of  its  promises,  contracts,  and  obligations; 
free  from  all  restrictions,  human  or  divine,  'independent 
of  all  laws  of  the  land  or  of  heaven;  sovereign  as  the 
throne  of  Omnipotence,  and  competent  to  nullify  not  only 
the  laws  of  the  whole  Union,  but  the  inalienable  rights  of 
man,  and  the  decrees  of  eternal  justice.     He  is  substan- 
tially told  all  this,  and  he  believes  it. 

He  is  then  told  that  he  is  poor  and  miserable;  that  his 
plantation  is  going  to  ruin;  that  his  slaves  double  their 
numbers  in  not  less  than  twenty  years;  that  they  are  not 
worth  half  so  much  as  they  were  when  cotton  sold  for 
thirty  cents  a  pound.  That  in  South  Carolina  they  cannot 
produce  half  so  much  as  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  or  Loui- 
siana. But  that  it  is  all  owing  to  the  accursed  tariff;  all 
owing  to  the  protection  of  Northern  manufactures  by  the 
laws  of  the  Union.  He  is  told  that  the  tariff  takes  money 
from  his  pocket,  and  puts  it  into  that  of  the  Northern  ma- 
nufacturer. He  is  told  that  the  Northern  manufacturer  is 
a  thief  and  a  robber,  and  that  it  is  upon  him,  the  planter. 
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that  his  robberies  are  committed.  He  is  told  that  a  cruel, 
tyrannical,  oppressive  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Congress 
are  the  representatives  of  this  highwayman  of  the  North; 
that  they  pervert  the  veiy  principles  of  popular  represen- 
tation to  the  purposes  of  oppression  and  robbery;  that 
they  dare  not  open  their  hearts  to  the  sentiments  of  jusr 
tice  and  humanity.   He  is  told  all  this,  and  he  believes  it. 

And  behold  the  whole  foundation  of  the  superstructure 
of  nullification.  Falsified  logic,  falsified  history,  falsified 
constitutional  law,  falsified  morality,  falsified  statistics,  and 
falsified  and  slanderous  imputations  upon  the  majorities 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  a  long  scries  of  years.  All, 
all  is  false  and  hollow.  And  for  what  is  this  enormous 
edifice  of  fraud  and  falsehood  erected?  To  rob  the  free 
working  man  of  the  North  of  the  wages  of  his  bbor;  to 
take  money  from  his  pocket,  and  put  it  into  tluit  of  the 
Southern  owner  of  machinery.  It  has  been  said  that  there 
IS  no  philosophic  falsehood  so  absurd,  but  it  has  been 
maintained  by  some  sublime  philosopher.  Surely  there 
is  no  invention  so  senseless,  no  fiction  so  baseless  or  so 
base,  but  it  has  been  muntained  by  some  learned,  intelli- 
gent, amiable  and  virtuous,  but  exasperated  and  bewil- 
dered statesman.  Nor  was  there  ever  in  the  annals  of 
mankind  an  example  of  a  community  fretted  into  madness 
and  goaded  into  rebellion,  by  a  concerted  and  persever- 
ing clamor  of  grievances  so  totally  destitute  of  foundation, 
and  pretences  so  preposterously  fictitious,  as  that  which 
has  found  its  consummation  in  the  nullifying  ordinance  of 
the  South  Carolina  convention. 

In  the  name  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  that  con- 
vention have  declared  that  they  will  never  more  submit 
to  a  protective  tariff;  and  to  place  beyond  all  doubt  what 
they  mean  by  a  protective  tariff,  they  have  nullified,  that 
is,  declared  null  and  void,  all  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States.  They  have,  to  the  extent  of  their  power, 
extinguished  all  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  derived 
from  duties  of  impost.  To  nullify  the  protection  of  the 
laws  imparted  to  their  fellow-citizens,  constituting  more 
than  half  the  population  of  the  Union,  they  have  abolished 
the  revenues  of  the  nation.  They  have  in  express  terms 
declared  that  so  long  as  the  principles  of  protection  shall 
be  recognised  by  the  laws  of  Confess,  "  no  more  taxes 
shall  be  paid  here,''  that  is  to  say,  m  South  Carolina. 

South  Carolina,  then,  by  viKue  of  her  sovereign  power, 
has  deprived  the  people  of  all  the  rest  of  the  Union  of 
the  protection  of  existing  laws;  and  she  has  declared  that 
she  never  more  will  pay  her  proportion  of  the  taxes,  not 
even  of  the  taxes  imposed  for  revenue  alone,  until  the 
principle  of  protection,  that  is,  of  protection  by  the  im- 
position of  duties,  shall  be  renounced,  renounced  forever. 
In  their  theor^r,  the  South  Carolina  convention  make  an 
all-important  distinction  between  duties  imposed  for  reve* 
nue  and  duties  imposed  for  protection;  but,  in  their  prac- 
tice, they  involve  them  all  in  one  common  ruin. 

Now,  the  subscribers  cannot  suppress  the  mortification 
and  alarm  with  which,  at  the  very  moment  when  the  arm 
of  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union  was  thus  raised,  pro- 
claiming with  a  voice  of  thunder  her  inflexible  purpose 
to  strike  a  vital  blow  at  the  right,  the  first  constitutional 
right  of  more  than  half  the  people  of  the  Union  to  pro- 
tection, even  to  the  protection  of  existing  laws,  that,  at 
this  peculiar  moment,  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States  should  have  addressed  to  the  Legislative  Councils 
a  message,  recommending  not  only  a  gradual  withdrawal 
of  all  that  protection,  but  a  whole  system  of  administra- 
tion for  the  future  government  of  the  Union,  adapted  to 
that  principle  of  withdrawn  and  nullified  protection;  a 
system  revolutionary  in  its  character,  totally  departing 
from  all  the  paths  of  peace  and  prosperity  trodden  by 
Washington  and  all  his  successors,  down  even  to  him  who 
now  calls  us  to  deviate  from  them,  to  explore  new  wastes 
of  desolation,  beyond  which  there  is  no  promised  land, 
but  all  is  one  unbounded  and  interminable  desert;  a  system 


impending  with  universal  ruin,  draining  all  the  sources  of 
fertility  from  the  fountains  of  internal  national  improve- 
ment, shaking  to  its  foundation  all  commercial  confidence, 
by  the  determined  annihilation  of  the  bank,  and  wresting 
forever  from  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
their  posterity,  for  unnumbered  ages,  the  inestimable  in- 
heritance of  the  public  lands,  bequeatiied  to  them  by  their 
fathers,  or  acquired  at  the  expense  of  their  own  toil  and 
treasure,  as  a  property  common  to  them  all,  and  already 
yielding  them  yearly  millions  of  income,  which  may  be, 
and  ought  to  be,  applied  to  the  employmentand  compen- 
sation of  the  laborious  poor,  and  at  the  same  time  to  the 
permanent  and  growing  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
the  people. 

Such,  in  the  opinion  of  the  subscribers,  is  the  protec- 
tion due  to  domestic  manufactures;  to  the  interest  spe- 
cially committed,  by  the  standing  order  of  the  House,  to 
the  charge  of  the  committee  of  which  they  are  members. 
The  protection  necessary  to  domestic  manufactures  is  the 
protection  of  the  existing  laws.  It  is  the  protection  ex- 
tended, though  in  other  forms,  to  all  the  other  great  in- 
terests of  which  the  community  is  composed;  the  protec- 
tion enjoyed  by  the  planter  of  the  South,  by  the  woods- 
man of  the  West,  by  the  merchant  of  the  populous  cities, 
by  the  mariner  of  the  seas;  protection  from  foreign  hosti- 
lity, protection  from  foreign  competition. 

But  the  subscribers  must  not  be  misunderstood.  ^  This 
protection  is  in  nowise  incompatible  with  a  reduction  of 
the  revenue,  nor  even  with  a  reduction  of  the  duties  by 
impost.  The  taxation  of  the  country  may  be  reduced  to 
the  wants  of  the  Government,  at  whatever  scale  the  stan- 
dard of  these  wants  may  be  fixed  by  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress, wiUiout  at  all  impairing  the  principle  of  protection. 
The  two  principles  have  no  necessary  connexion  with 
each  other;  and  all  this  bitter  controversy  has  arisen  from 
the  blending  of  them  improperly  together.  That  the 
taxation  of  the  country  ought  now  to  be  reduced,  the  sub- 
scribers do  not  believe,  because  at  the  present  moment 
the  treasury,  so  far  from  overflowing,  is  drained  of  more 
than  its  last  dollar.  Because  the  tariff  act  will  not,  in 
their  opinion,  bring  any  excess  of  revenue  into  the  trea- 
sury, at  least  for  the  two  succeeding  years;  and  if  even 
the  prospect  of  such  an  unexampled  evil  should  approach, 
the  next  Congress  will  be  invested  with  ample  powers  to 
ward  it  off,  and  will  certainly  not  be  slow  to  exert  them. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fallacious  than  the  fuicy  that  wc 
can  control  the  action  of  our  successors  upon  subjects 
over  which  their  jurisdiction  will  be  the  same  as  ours; 
with  this  exception,  that  theirs  will  be  in  full  vigor,  and  ours 
forever  extinct.  It  is  not  for  the  dead  to  give  laws  to  the 
living.  Prospective  legislation  upon  the  most  uncertain 
of  contingencies,  if  not  absolute  usurpation,  is  akin  to  it  in 
the  impotence  of  its  claims.  It  is  the  broken  column  and 
mutilated  inscription  of  Eternal  Rome.  If  the  time  should 
come  when  even  the  prospect  of  a  redundant  treason' 
shall  be  imminent,  taxation  ought  to  be,  and  undoubtedly 
will  be  reduced;  and  in  reducing  its  amount,  the  obliga- 
tions of  Congress  will  be  to  accomplish  tliat  object  with- 
out injuriously  affecting  any  of  the  great  interests  cf 
the  country.  That  this  cannot  be  done  by  one  uniform 
ad  valorem  dutv  of  any  given  per  centage  upon  all  ia^ 
ported  articles,  is  certain;  nor  can  it,  without  great  injus- 
tice, be  effected  by  discarding  all  discrimination,  except 
that  of  articles  charged  with  impost,  and  articles  entirely 
free.  Nothing  can  be  more  unequal  and  oppressive  in 
taxation,  than  the  assessment  of  the  same  rates  of  duty 
upon  all  dutied  articles.  Its  first  inequality  is  its  bearing 
upon  the  rich  and  the  poor;  the  same  tax,  which  is  unfelt 
by  the  wealthy  landholder,  may  crush  to  the  earth  the 
day-laborer  who  tills  his  ground.  Its  next  inequality  is 
that  produced  by  foreign  legislation  and  foreign  competi- 
tion. An  article  of  foreign  manufacture  comes  into  your 
market  cheapened  by  a  bounty  upon  its  export,  at  the 
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}>lace  whence  it  came;  it  comes  in  competition  with  a 
ike  article*  the  production  of  your  own  soil  or  of  your 
own  industry;  tax  it  at  the  same  rate  of  per  centage  upon 
its  value,  as  you  do  an  article  upon  the  production  of 
which  none  of  your  own  citizens  have  staked  their  for- 
tunes and  subsistencet  And  you  consume  all  your  manu- 
factures with  fire.  It  may  be  taken  as  a  rule  of  universal 
application,  that  with  a  uniform  rate  of  ad  valorem  duties, 
without  discrimination,  there  can  be  no  domestic  manu- 
facturing establishments.  This  is  the  protection  which 
they  now  enjoy  by  the  constitution  and  existing  laws  of 
the  United  States.     This  protection  tlie  subscribers  be 


lieve  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  their  existence,  and  for  whom  we  act. 


the  Engineer  Department,  are  not  more  definite  and  cer- 
tain, and  that  embarrassments  may  not  always  be  avoide'd 
by  the  observance  of  them^  but,  as  neither  my  own  re- 
flection, nor  the  lights  derived  from  other  sources,  have 
furnished  me  with  a  better  guide,  I  shall  continue  to  apply 
my  best  exertions  to  their  application  and  enforcement. 
In  thus  employing  my  best  faculties  to  exercise  the  powers 
with  which  I  am  invested,  to  avoid  evils,  and  to  effect  the 
greatest  attainable  good  for  our  common  country,  I  feel 
that  I  may  trust  to  your  cordial  co-operation;  and  the  ex- 
perience of  the  past  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  the 
liberal  indulgence  and  favorable  consideration  of  those 


its  withdrawal  by  the  General  €iovernment,  whether  im 
mediate  or  by  gradual  steps,  leaves  them  only  the  melan 
choly  alternative  of  sudden  death,  or  slow  and  lingering 
extinction.  In  either  event,  it  will  be  the  sacrifice  of  all 
the  free  industry  of  the  Union  to  that  best  part  of  the  po- 
pulation, the  wealthy  land  and  slaveholder  of  the  South. 
This  is  the  policy  recommended  by  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  a^inst  which  the 
subscribers,  as  members  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, in  submitting  this  their  report  to  the  House,  deem 
it  their  duty  respectfully,  but  most  earnestly,  to  remon- 
strate. 

J.  Q.  ADAMS. 

LEWIS  CONDICT. 


MESSAGE 

trom  the  President  of  the  United  States,  returning  the 
bill  entitled  ,**  An  act  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers,"  with  his 
objections  to  tlie  same .  Read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  December  6,  1832. 

Th  iht  House  of  Jiepreseniative$.- 

In  addition  to  the  general  views  I  have  heretofore  ex- 
pressed to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ments, it  is  my  duty  to  advert  to  it  again  in  stating  my 
objections  to  the  bill  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  certain 
rivers,"  which  was  not  receiv/sd  a  sufficient  time  before 
the  close  of  the  last  session  to  enable  me  to  examine  it 
before  the  adjournment. 

Having  maturely  considered  that  bill,  within  the  time 
allowed  to  me  by  the  constitution,  and  being  convinced 
that  some  of  its  provisions  conflict  with  the  rule  adopted 
for  my  guide  on  this  subject  of  legislation,  I  have  been 
compelled  to  withhold  from  it  my  signature;  and  ^t  has 
therefore  fuled  to  become  a  law. 

To  facilitate  as  far  as  I  can  the  intelligent  action  of  Con- 
gress upon  the  subjects  embraced  In  this  bill,  1  transmit 
herewith  a  report  from  the  Engineer  Department,  distin- 
guishing, as  &r  as  the  information  in  its  possession  would 
enable  it,  between  those  appropriations  which  do,  and 
those  which  do  not,  conflict  with  the  rules  by  which  my 
conduct  in  this  respect  has  hitherto  been  governed.  By 
that  report  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  class  of  appro- 
priations in  the  bill  for  the  improvement  of  streams  that 
are  not  na^g^ble,  that  are  not  channels  of  commerce, 
and  that  do  not  pertain  to  the  harbors  or  ports  of  entry 
designated  by  law,  or  have  any  ascertained  connexion 
with  the  usual  establishments  for  the  security  of  com- 
merce, external  or  internal. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  appropriations  involve  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  principle  that  concedes  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment an  unlimited  power  over  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements, and  that  I  could  not,  therefore,  approve  a 
bill  containing  them,  without  receding  from  the  positions 
taken  in  my  veto  of  the  Maysville  road  bill,  and  after- 
wards in  my  annua]  message  of  December  7,  1830. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  rules  by  which  the  classi- 
ficatioi)  of  die  improven)ents  in  this  bill  has  been  made  by 


The  grounds  upon  which  I  have  given  my  assent  to  ap- 
propriations for  the  construction  of  light-houses,  beacons, 
buoys,  public  piers,  and  the  removal  of  sand  bars,  saw- 
yers, and  other  temporary  or  partial  impediments  in  our 
navigable  rivers  and  harbors,  and  with  which  many  of  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  correspond,  have  been  so  fully  stat- 
ed, that  I  trust  a  repetition  of  them  is  unnecessary.  Had 
there  been  incorporated  in  the  bill  no  provisions  for  works 
of  a  different  description,  depending  on  principles  which 
extend  the  power  of  making  appropriations  to  every  ob- 
ject which  the  discretion  of  the  Government  may  select, 
and  losing  sight  of  the  distinctions  between  national  and 
local  character^  which  I  had  stated  would  be  my  future 
guide  on  the  subject^  I  should  have  cheerfully  signed 
the  biU. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

December  6,  1833. 


EsroiVBSR  Depabtxest, 

fVaahington,  October  27,  1832. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States,- 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  your  note, 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  yesterday, 
directing  my  attention  to  an  examination  of  the  appro- 
priations contained  in  the  bill  <<  for  the  improvement  of 
certain  harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers," 
which  vou  retained  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress tor  consideration,  and  desiring  me  to  report,  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable,  what  appropriations  are  for — 

**  1st.  Improvements  of  harbors  on  the  seaboard;"  or 
for, 

«  2d.  The  removal  of  partial  and  temporary  obstruc- 
tions in  a  river  already  navigable,  lying  between  a  port  of 
entry  established  by  law  on  said  river,  and  another  such 
port  on  the  ocean;"  or  for, 

«  3d.  The  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  such  rivers, 
and  within  such  places,  or  on  the  g^eat  lakes,  which  are 
themselves  directly  traversed  by  vessels  engaged  in  our 
foreign  commerce;  and  directing  me  to  set  forth  for  what 
improvements  appropriations  are  made  that  do  not  come 
within  the  above  restriction,  that  are  not  navigable,  that 
are  not  on  the  direct  line  of  communication,  but  embrace 
watercourses,  or  places  thereon  between  one  port  and 
another  established  by  law,  and  which  do  not  pertain  to 
the  established  harbors  or  ports  of  entry,  and  that  are  to  be 
made  in  rivers  on  which  no  such  harbors  or  ports  of  entry 
exist;  or  at  points  on  the  lakes  that  are  not  situate  at  one 
of,  or  between  tlie  different  ports  established  by  law  to 
afford  facilities  to  our  foreign  commerce;"  1  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  the  following,  as  the  most  accu- 
rate classification,  under  the  several  heads  above  enume- 
rated, of  the  varices  appropriations  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  and  which  have  for  their  object  works  of  a  character 
indicated  by  these  heads  respectively,  that  the  informa- 
tion possessed  at  this  department  will  enable  me  to  fur- 
nish. 

1st.  Improvements  of  harbors  on  the  seaboard. 

For  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Bass  river,  Massa- 
chusetts. 


62 


APPENDIX— To  Gale$  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


22d  Coire.  3d  Sxss.] 


Mmarahgy  and  Gtohgy  of  the  Dhiied  Siatei. 


For  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  Con- 
necticut. 

For  the  harbor  at  the  north  end  of  Goat  island,  and  the 
remoTal  of  the  light-house  to  a  proper  site,  Rhode  Island. 

For  the  port  of  Little  Egg  harbor.  New  Jersey. 

For  breakwater  at  Sag  harbor.  New  York. 

For  breakwater  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut. 

For  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

For  breakwater  at  Port  Pontchartrain,  Louiuana. 

For  works  at  Cedar  point,  Connecticut. • 

For  Fair  Weather  island  and  Black  Rock  harbor,  Con- 
necticut. 

For  Dog  river  bar,  Alabama. 

For  breakwater  at  Church's  cove,  Rhode  Island. 

2d.  The  removal  of  partial  and  temporary  obstructions, 
in  a  river  already  navigable,  lying  between  a  port  of 
entry  established  by  law  on  said  river,  and  another  such 
port  on  the  ocean. 

For  buoying  tlie  channel  and  removing  the  bar  in  the 
southwest  passage  of  the  Missiamppi,  below  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

3d.  Improvement  of  harbors  on  such  rivers,  and  within 
such  places,  or  on  the  great  lakes,  which  are  them- 
selves directly  traversed  by  vessels  in  our  foreign  com- 
merce. 

For  theharbor  of  Portland,  on  Ijike  Eric,  New  York. 

For  the  harbor  of  Silver  creek,  on  Lake  Erie,  New 
York. 

For  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  creek,  on 
Lake  Ontario,  New  York. 

For  the  hurbor  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon  river,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  New  York. 

For  the  piers  at  the  entrance  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  canal  into  the  Delaware  river,  Delaware. 

For  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Oak  Orchard  creek,  on 
Lake  Ontario,  New  York. 

4th.  Improvements  which  embrace  watercourses,  (or 
places  thereon,)  that  are  not  navigable,  that  are  not  in 
the  direct  line  of  communication  between  one  port  and 
another,  established  by  law,  and  which  do  not  pertain 
to  the  established  harbors,  or  ports  of  entry,  and  that 
are  to  be  made  in  rivers  on  which  no  such  harbors  or 
ports  of  entry  exist,  or  at  points  on  the  lakes  that  are 
not  situate  at  one,  or  between  the  different  ports  esta- 
blished by  law,  to  afford  facilities  to  our  foreign  com- 
merce. 

For  the  Kennebeck  river,  between  Augusta  bridge  and 
Ticonic  falls,  Maine. 

For  North  river,  Massachusetts. 

For  Connecticut  river,  above  the  city  of  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut. 

For  Thames  river,  between  New  London  and  Norwich, 
Connecticut. 

For  the  Hudson  river,  above  Hudson,  New  York. 

For  Delaware  river,  between  Trenton  and  Bordentown. 

For  the  Raritan  river,  between  New  Brunswick  and 
Red  Root  creek,  New  Jersey. 

For  Deep  creek,  Virginia. 

For  Pasquotank  river,  North  Carolina. 

For  river  Raisin,  Michigan  Territory. 

For  Kentucky  river. 

For  harbor  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

For  survey  of  St.  Francis  river,  Missouri. 

For  the  Cocheco  branch  of  the  Piscataqua  river. 

For  the  Mispillion  river,  Delaware. 

For  survey  of  Muskingum  river,  Ohio. 

For  survey  of  Savannah  river,  between  Savannah  and 
Petersburg,  in  Georgia. 

•  Saus»taek  ii  elaswd  nnder  the  fborth  hrtd. 


For  Saugfttuck  river,  Connecticut. 
For  Back  creek,  Maryland. 
For  Wabash  river,  Indiana. 

For  opening  a  communication  between  Mahon's  river, 
in  Delaware,  and  the  fast  land. 
With  rreat  respect, 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  GRATIOT, 
Bftvel  Brig'  Oen.  Chief  Engineer, 


MINERALOGY  AND  GEOLOGY,  UNITED  STATES. 
Housx  or  RspRXSENTATivxs,  February  21,  1833. 

Mr.  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Comsuttee  oo 
Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  TCM>faitk» 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Pre- 
sident  of  the  United  States  to  employ  a  suitable  per- 
son,  in  aid  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  to  ascertain 
the  mineralogy  and  ^eolog^  of  each  of  the  mren^ 
States  of  the  Union,  with  a  view  to  the  constnietioa  of 
a  mineralogical  and  geological  map  of  the  whole  ter* 
ritory  of  the  United  States,  report: 

That  thev  have  examined  the  subject,  and  are  of  opi- 
nion that  it  IS  of  mat  national  importance,  and  ii  deserv- 
ing of  the  approbation  of  Congress.  The  manner,  also, 
in  which  the  proposition  contained  in  the  resolution  ii 
sought  to  be  carried  Into  effect,  appears  entirely  unex- 
ceptionable, by  reason  of  its  being  very  properly  con- 
nected ^th  the  Topographical  Bureau,  as  well  as  on  ac- 
count of  no  additional  appropriation  being  required  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  It  is,  in  fact,  only  adding  another 
object  to  the  duties  of  that  branch  of  the  service. 

Whilst  all  the  resources  of  industry  in  the  United  States 
have  been  deemed  worthy  the  attention  and  protection  of 
the  Government,  the  development  of  our  immense  mine- 
ral wealth  has  been  left  entu'ely  to  accident,  and  has  not 
been  fostered  by  that  public  encouragement  which  would 
have  been  followed  by  so  many  advantages  to  our  own 
citizens,  or  would  have  raised  the  scientmc  character  of 
our  country  abroad. 

The  European  Governments  have  been  more  just  to 
their  interests;  and  the  science  of  geology,  on  account  of 
its  pre-eminent  practical  utility,  is,  at  this  time,  more  po- 
pular and  more  cherished,  among  the  nations  of  Europe, 
than  any  other  branch  of  knowledge. 

This  science,  which  can  only  be  effectively  studied  by 
arduous  and  laborious  examinations  of  extensive  and  dis- 
tant localities,  teaches  that  all  the  valuable  metallic  and 
mineral  deposites,  such  as  coals,  both  bituminous  and 
non-bituminous,  tin,  iron,  copper,  lead,  gold,  marbles, 
freestones,  and  other  mineral  substances^  proper  for  mi- 
litary and  civil  constructions,  occupy  geological  po&tions 
in  the  crust  of  the  earth,  according  to  a  natural  system 
which  is  regular  and  unalterable,  so  that,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, the  presence  of  any  one  of  the  numerous  minertl 
formations  indicates  to  the  scientific  geologist  the  probs- 
ble  existence  or  non-existence  of  other  formations  conti- 
guous to  it  in  the  general  system.  Thus,  a  particular 
formation  of  sandstone  may  indicate,  with  unerring  cer- 
tainty, the  existence  of  coal,  or  even  salt,  lying  benetth 
it,  in  situations  where  no  external  appearances  are  pre- 
sent. 

The  committee  forbear  to  press  further  upon  the  House 
further  illustrations  of  this  kind,  and  will  only  sdd  that, 
since  the  surveys  authorized  by  law  to  be  made  by  the 
Topo^phical  Bureau,  have  for  their  object  the  affording 
facilities  connected  with  the  transportation  of  productioiu 
from  the  interior,  it  would  seem  that  the  national  utiFity 
of  the  services  of  that  branch  would  be  g^eatiy  increased 
if  the  Topographical  Bureau  were  authorized  to  make 
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mineral  investigations  in^  the  various  territories  of  the 
United  Statei^  and  then,  when  important  developments 
of  mineral  wealth  are  effected,  to  cause  such  efRcient  sur- 
veys to  be  made  as  may  give  the  most  beneficial  direction 
to  their  transportation. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  aU  can  be  effectually 
done  without  any  increase  of  the  annual  appropriation 
under  the  act  of  April  30,  1834,  and  by  simply  adding 
this  important  object  to  the  duties  of  the  Topographical 
Bureau. 

It  also  appears  highly  deserving  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, that  among  the  results  attending  the  execution  of 
this  proposition,  would  be  the  construction  of  a  national 
map,  containing  all  the  metallic  and  mineral  deposites  of 
the  United  States,  based  upon  actual  survey.  The  in- 
trinsic value  of  such  an  extraordinary  delineation  of  our 
mineral  resources,  and  of  such  a  monument  of  the  en- 
couragement given  to  science,  no  man  can  appreciate 
until  some  progpress  has  been  made  in  its  execution.  It 
is  in  this  manner,  also,  that,  without  injuring  any  other 
branches  of  the  service,  we  shall  introduce  among  the 
engineers  of  the  army  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  ti'ue 
principles  of  geology. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
have  instructed  their  chairman  to  move  the  following  re- 
solution: 

JResoked,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  be  requested  to  amend  the  bill  making  the 
appropriation  on  this  subject,  so  as  to  give  the  power  to 
embrace  this  subject. 


CHARGES  AGAINST  JUDGE  JOHNSON. 

UousB  or  Rkpbxsbittativxs,  February  8,  1833. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Cum- 
mins, setting  forth  certain  charges  of  official  and  other 
misconduct  against  Benjamin  Johnson,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
make  the  following  report: 

A  preliminary  question  presented  for  the  decision  of 
the  conmiittee,  by  the  nature  and  object  of  the  investiga- 
tion in  which  they  find  themselves  engaged,  was,  whether 
a  judge  of  a  territorial  court  is  such  an  officer  as  may  be 
impeached  before  the  Senate,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  prescribing  and  regulating  the  mode  of  bring- 
ing ofEdal  (menders  to  justice.  A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee are  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  such  an 
officer  is  not  a  proper  subject  of  trial  by  impeachment. 
Some  of  the  reasons  upon  which  that  opinion  may  be 
supported  will  be  stalea. 

The  constitution,  in  article  It,  section  4»  provides  that 
**  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States  shall  be  removed 
from  office  by  impeachment,"  &c.  The  institution  by 
Congpress  of  those  political  corporations,  denominated,  in 
the  language  of  our  legislation  upon  that  subject,  territo- 
rial Governments,  is  only  authorized  by  a  very  liberal 
construction  of  the  general  power  given  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  Congress  over  the  public  domain.  But,  admitting 
that  exercise  of  power  to  be  well  enough  founded,  still, 
can  a  judge  of  such  a  Government  be  said  to  be  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the  clause 
already  quoted?  Should  the  doubt  thrown  out  by  the 
committee  upon  this  point  appear  to  the  House  to  be 
without  reasonable  foundation,  they  think  they  will  be 
fully  sustained  in  the  opinion,  that,  whether  liable  to  im- 
peachment or  not,  the  practice  of  impeaching  subordi- 
nate officers,  and  especially  such  as  hold  their  offices  by 
a  tenure  not  more  firm  and  durable  than  the  judge  of  a 
territorial  court,  would  soon  be  found  highly  inconveni- 
ent, and  injurious  to  the  public  interest. 


The  judge  whose  conduct  in  the  present  instance  is  al- 
leged to  be  such  as  to  call  for  the  exercise  of  the  impeach- 
ing power  of  the  House,  holds  his  office  for  a  term  of 
four  years  only,  and  may,  by  the  express  provision  of  the 
act  of  Congress  establishing  his  office,  be  removed  at 
any  time  within  that  term  by  the  President.  The  trial 
by  impeachment  is  the  highest  and  most  solemn  in  its  na- 
ture. Known  in  the  administration  of  public  justice.  It 
is  established  for  high  political  purposes,  and  would  seem 
to  be  proper  only  against  judges  who  hold  their  offices 
during  good  behaviour,  and  other  high  officers  of  the 
Government,  for  such  crimes  or  misdemeanors  as  the 
pubUc  service  and  interest  require  to  be  punished  by  re- 
moval from  office. 

But,  as  the  House  may  not  concur  with  the  committee 
in  these  opinions,  they  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  look 
into  the  evidence  before  them  in  support  of  the  charges 
made  against  Jud^  Johnson,  and  also  into  the  evidence 
referrea  to  them  in  his  vindication.  As  they  believe  that, 
upon  an  examination  of  all  the  proofs  before  tliem,  there 
can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  question  whether  a  suf- 
ficient ground  for  an  impeachment  is  made  out  or  not, 
the  committee  have  not  supposed  it  necessary  or  import- 
ant to  report  to  the  House,  in  detail,  either  the  charges 
or  the  evidence  on  the  one  side  or  the  other. 

Judge  Johnson  appears  to  have  filled  the  office  of  judge 
of  the  superior  court  of  Arkansas  Territory,  under  se- 
veral appointments,  during  a  period  of  twelve  years. 
The  general  charges  against  him  are,  favoritism  or  par- 
tiality to  particular  counsel  in  the  trial  of  causes;  irrita- 
bility of  temper,  and  rudeness  on  the  bench  towards  his 
brother  judges  and  the  bar;  incapacity,  manifested  b^  a 
vacillating  and  inconsistent  course  of  judicial  decision, 
and  habitual  intemperance. 

In  makinpf  out  specifications  under  these  several  heads, 
the  memorialist  does  not  confine  himself  to  the  term  of 
the  fudge's  office  which  is  just  expired,  but  the  whole 
period  of  his  judicial  administration  in  Arkansas  is  re- 
viewed; and,  after  all,  it  mav  be  stated,  that  four  cases 
only  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  by  the  evi- 
dence—the trial  of  Herod,  House,  and  Woods,  for  the 
murder  of  Melborne,  being  regu^ed  as  one  case  in 
which  favoritism  or  partiality  is  alleged  to  have  influenc- 
ed him. 

There  are  &cts  stated  in  the  case  of  Herod,  House, 
and  Woods,  and  in  the  case  of  Embree,  which  are  no 
doubt  true,  as  they  are  stated  by  members  of  the  bar  of 
character  for  veracity;  but  Uie  inferences  from  those  facts 
appear  to  the  committee  to  be  strained,  being  generally 
those  of  unsuccessful  counsel;  and,  upon  looking  into 
the  explanatory  evidence  furnished  in  behalf  of  Judffe 
Johnson,  not  to  be  warranted  by  tlia  circumstances  of  the 
whole  case.  For  example,  the  discharge  of  the  first  jury 
empannelled  to  try  Herod,  after  they  had  had  the  case 
submitted  them,  and  held  it  under  consideration  for  one 
night  only,  without  any  change  of  improper  conduct  in 
the  jury,  was  supposed  to  furnish  evidence  of  a  desire 
to  oblige  the  counsel  for  Herod;  but  no  such  inference 
appears  to  be  justified  upon  an  examination  of  all  the 
facts  of  the  case.  The  discharge  of  one  jury,  and  the 
empannelling  of  a  second,  for  capital  offences,  appears  to 
be  considered  no  irregularity  in  the  practice  of  the  courts 
of  Arkansas,  when  the  jury  cannot  agree;  and,  in  this 
case,  it  is  not  alleged  that  tliey  cotdd  luive  agreed.  The 
just  empannelling  of  the  second  jury,  and  the  prompt 
discharge  of  the  prisoner  at  the  same  term  of  the  court, 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  in  themselves,  strong 
circumstances  in  &vor  of  the  innocence  of  the  judge. 

In  the  cases  of  Embree  and  Dunlop,  the  explanatory 
evidence  appears  to  the  committee,  in  like  manner,  to 
overthrow  the  inference  of  improper  motives  of  the 
judge. 

His  refusal  to  sign  a  bill  of  exception?,  until  he  was  re- 
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peatedly  pressed  by  counsel  so  to  do,  is  made  a  serious 
charge  a^inst  him.  The  evidence  furnished  by  the  judge 
under  this  charge,  makes  it  probable  that  the  whole 
charge  is  founded  in  mistake;  but,  as  the  bill  is  admitted 
by  both  parties  to  have  been  sig^d,  the  char^  does  not 
appear  worthy  of  the  importance  attached  to  it. 

As  to  the  general  charge  of  incapacity,  and  an  incon- 
sistency  in  judicial  decision,  rendenng  the  court  of  jus- 
tice wholly  uncertain;  the  general  testimony  borne  by  so 
many  persons  of  respectability  to  the  le^  learning  and 
ability  of  Judge  Johnson;  and  the  specific  fact,  which  is 
stated  by  several,  that  in  no  case  has  a  decision  of  Judge 
Johnson,  in  the  circuit  court,  been  reversed  in  the  supe- 
rior court,  appear  to  be  a  sufficient  refutation. 

The  charge  of  intemperance,  although  supported  by 
proof  of  excessive  indulgence  upon  a  few  occasions,  does 
not  appear  to  be  well  founded,  to  the  extent  alleged  by 
the  memorialist.  The  testimony  upon  this  point,  as  well 
as  in  relation  to  the  general  integrity,  impartiality,  and 
ability  of  Judge  Johnson,  is  ample,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  conclusive.  The  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory, a  large  portion  of  the  bar,  the  clerks  of  all  his 
courts  in  his  circuit — clerks  holding  their  offices  by  the 
sufTrag^B  of  the  people  in  their  respective  counties,  toge- 
ther with  many  others  in  public  stations,  furnish  the  most 
decided  and  unequivocal  testimony  in  favor  of  the  gene- 
ral uprightness  and  propriety^  of  Judg^  Johnson's  con- 
duct, both  as  a  judge  and  a  private  citizen. 


UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Beport  of  the  majority  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the 

UhUed  States, 

Housx  or  RspBEBXvTATiTxs,  Morch  1,  1833. 

Mr.  VEHPLANCK,  under  instruction  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report:  That, 
among  the  subjects  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  at  an  earlv  period  of  the  session,  were  the 
transactions  of  the  Danic  of  the  United  States,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  public  debt;  and  the 
inquiry  into  the  present  pecuniary  and  financial  state  and 
management  of  the  institution. 

The  arrangement  made  by  the  bank  for  a  temporary 
postponement,  with  the  consent  of  tlie  holders,  of  the 
payment  of  five  millions  of  the  three  percent,  debt,  being 
now  substantially  closed  by  the  surrender  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  certificates  of  stock,  except  for  a  small 
amount,  and  the  whole  debt  itself  having  been  liquidated, 
so  far  as  respects  tlie  Government,  at  an  earlier  period 
than  it  is  probable  it  would  otherwise  have  been,  this 
question  seems  no  longer  to  present  any  important  or 
practical  object  of  inquiry,  or  to  call  for  or  admit  any  ac- 
tion of  Congress  upon  it. 

The  committee  have  examined  several  of  the  direc- 
tors on  this  subject,  as  well  as  upon  other  points  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  the  institution.  Their 
testimony  is  herewith  submitted;  and  the  committee 
specially  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bevan  and  Mr. 
Eyre,  as  explanatory  of  the  history  and  motives  of  this 
transaction. 

It  is  due,  however,  to  the  Government,  to  express  the 
opinion,  that  in  the  arrangement  made  by  the  bank  agent 
in  Engbnd,  for  the  purchase  of  the  three  percent,  stock, 
and  the  detention  of  the  certificates,  (which  measures 
were  afterwards  disclaimed  by  the  bank,)  the  bank  ex- 
ceeded iU  le^timate  authority,  and  that  this  proceeding 
had  no  sufficient  warrant  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  inquiry  into  the  present  condition  of  the  bank,  tlie 
general  chwracter  of  its  business,  and  tlie  sotmdness  of  its 
capital,  is  a  subject  of  much  greater  interest  and  import- 


ance, since  it  involves  not  only  the  question  of  the  safety 
of  the  public  deposites,  but  the  value  of  the  large  amount 
of  stock  held  by  Government,  and  the  still  more  momen- 
tous considerations  of  the  soundness  of  a  large  portion  of 
our  currency,  and  the  consequent  security  or  msecurity 
of  the  domestic  exchanges  and  commerce  of  the  country. 

The  President,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  session,  informed  them,  "that  such 
measures  as  were  witliin  the  reach  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  taken  to  enable  him  to  jud|^  whether 
the  public  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
were  entirely  safe;  but,  as  his  limited  power  might  prove 
insufficient  to  that  object,"  the  Presiaent  recommended 
the  subject  to  Congress,  as  particularly  worthy  of  their 
investigation. 

Since  that  period,  the  report  of  the  agent  appointed  by 
Government  for  this  examination,  has  been  communicated 
to  Congress,  and  referred  to  that  committee.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  have  also  recdved  from  the 
directors  of  the  bank  a  report  on  the  principal  points  of 
its  administration  and  its  present  state,  prepiarea  bj  the 
exchange  committee  of  the  bank,  and  adopted  by  the 
board  of  directors. 

The  importance  of  the  statements  and  resulti^  contain- 
ed in  that  report,  induced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  the  course  of  the  examination  of  the  directors 
composing  the  exchange  committee,  to  require  their  at- 
testation, under  oath,  to  the  facts  and  statements  of  that 
paper,  as  distinguished  from  its  opinions  and  arguments. 
This  was  done  very  fully.  The  same,  and  other  direc- 
tors, (two  of  whom  had  heretofore  been  Government  di- 
rectors, one  under  the  present,  and  one  under  two  for- 
mer administrations,)  in  reply  to  various  interrogatories, 
stated,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  evidence  herewith  submit- 
ted, the  means  at  the  command  of  the  board  of  directors, 
or  any  member  of  it,  for  distinctly  knowing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  several  branches,  and  the  character  of  the 
paper  discoimted  at  them,  together  with  their  own  opin- 
ion, drawn  from  these  sources,  of  the  general  safety  of 
such  paper. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  to  regret  that 
the  constant  and  daily  pressure  of  the  various  duties  which 
have  devolved  upon  them,  during  this  short  and  laborious 
session,  did  not  permit  a  more  fun  examination  of  the  con- 
cerns of  the  institution.  If,  however,  in  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  any  evidence  calculated  to  refute,  or  in  any  way 
impeach,  that  which  is  before  the  committee,  the  state- 
ments and  opinions  of  the  treasury  agent,  selected  by 
the  treasury  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  bank;  those 
of  several  of  the  present  directors,  men  of  character  and 
intelligence,  long  conversant  with  accounts  and  banking 
business;  tlie  official  returns  of  the  bank  itself,  and  the 
report  of  its  principal  committee,  attested  to  uxider  oath; 
if  all  these  can  be  relied  upon,  as  furnishing  satisfactory 
information  on  the  present  state  and  pecuniary  means  of 
the  institution,  the  following  results  will  appear: 

f^rtft.  The  directors  of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia  re- 
ceive from  the  boards  of  their  branches  frequent,  regu- 
lar, and  minute  returns  of  the  paper  discounted  by  them. 
These  returns,  together  with  the  separate  correspondence 
of  the  cashiers  of  the  several  branches,  aflford  such  infor- 
mation of  all  the  business  of  those  branches  as  to  enable 
the  board  of  the  mother  bank,  or  any  single  director  who 
may  wish  to  inquire  into  it,  to  ascertain  the  character  of 
the  business  of  those  branches;  as,  for  instance,  whether 
the  mass  of  paper  discounted  be  founded  on  ordinary 
commercial  transactions^  and  to  be  paid  from  their  pro- 
ceeds when  at  maturity,  or  whether  any  considerable  pro- 
portion of  it  consists  of  what  is  called  accommodaiion 
paper,  regularly  renewed.  They  can  know,  in  like  man- 
ner, whetiier  the  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  purchased 
Ht  the  branches,  arise  out  of  business  transactions,  and  to 
be  paid  when  at  maturity,  or  whether  they  are  mere  ac- 
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comiuodation  paper  in  another  form,  to  be  repeatedly 
renewed  by  drawing  and  redrawing  between  distant  of- 
fices. 

Second,  These  returns,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
boards  of  the  several  branches,  upon  whose  character  and 
judgment  they  place  great  reliance,   form  the  ground 
upon  which  the  directors  have  stated  under  oath  their 
full  confidence  that  the  mass  of  paper  discounted  by  the 
bank  and  its  branches,  and  detailed  as  active  debt  in  their 
statement,  is  safe.     On  this,  thev  believe,  no  serious  loss 
need  be  apprehended.     The  dishonored  paper  held  by 
the  bank  is  stated  to  be  returned  as  doubtful  or  suspend- 
ed paper,  and  to  be  estimated,  not  at  its  nominal,  but  at 
its  presumed  actual  value.     The  real  estate  of  tlie  bank 
is,  in  like  manner,  valued,  not  at  cost,  but  on  estimates 
founded  on  frequently  renewed  appraisals  of  the  probable 
market  value.     They  depose  that,  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  whole  amount,  with  inconside- 
rable exceptions,  if  any,  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange 
pui*chascd  by  the  bank  and  its  officers,  is  regular  busi- 
ness paper,  founded  upon  the  agricultural  exports  and 
commercial  imports  of  the  country;  and  that  by  far  the 
greatest  portion  (probably  nine-tenths)  of  the  notes  dis- 
counted is  of  the  same  character.    They  also  assert,  with 
much  confidence,  that  most  of  their  accommodation  notes 
are  well  secured,  and  form,  in  fact,  the  safest  investment 
of  the  bank. 

The  inquiries  respecting  the  amount  of  accommodation 
paper  were  made  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  general 
business  transactions  of  the  bank;  and  not  because  tlie 
committee  believed  that  accommodation  paper,  discount- 
ed to  a  great  extent,  would  necessarily  endanger  the  so- 
lidity  of  any  moneyed  institution.  Such  paper  may  fre- 
fluently  be  as  safe,  such  loans  as  useful,  as  any.  But  it 
is  certain,  that,  when  moneyed  institutions  are  in  a  hollow 
and  unsound  state,  it  commonly  arises  from  the  capital 
having  been  invested  in  doubtful  paper  of  this  description. 
The  very  fact,  therefore,  of  the  discounts  of  a  bank  being 
principally  applied  to  the  ordinary  business  paper  of  an 
active  commercial  community,  will  show  that,  allowing 
for  only  ordinary  judgment  and  integrity  in  the  selection 
of  such  paper,  nothing  short  of  some  general  overthrow 
of  mercantile  credit  will  produce  material  loss. 

IVUrd.  In  general  corroboration  of  their  statements  on 
this  point,  as  well  as  of  their  opinions  of  tlie  security  of 
the  bank  debt,  the  directon  appeal^lst.  To  the  fact  of 
the  great  fluctuation  of  the  exchange  business,  at  the 
same  points,  at  diflcrent  periods,  corresponding  with  the 
periods  of  tlie  shipments  of  agricultural  produce  in  the 
West;  as,  for  instance,  at  Nashville,  within  three  months 
in  1831,  from  $366,000  to  $1,062,000.  And  again,  at  the 
same  place,  in  1832,  within  about  half  a  year,  from 
$2,769,000  down  to  #503,000.  2d.  That  of  the  easy  re- 
duction, during  the  last  year,  of  about  one-eighth  of  the 
wliolc  amount  of  the  bank  debt  throughout  tlie  Union, 
and  specially  to  the  amount  reduced  in  the  Western  of- 
fices. 3d.  To  the  very  small  amount  of  losses  which 
have  occurred  for  some  time  past  in  those  offices,  and  to 
the  facility  with  which,  in  addition  to  the  aggregate  re- 
duction of  loans  there,  a  very  considerable  proportion  of 
the  local  debt,  on  promissory  notes,  lias  been  converted 
into  the  more  secure  and  manageable  form  of  domestic 
bills  of  ejxchange. 

If  these  statements,  and  this  evidence,  can  be  relied 
upon,  the  available  and  secure  resources  of  the  bank 
amounted,  on  the  Ist  of  January  last,  to  eighty  million 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  whilst  all 
the  claims  against  it,  for  bills,  debts,  and  dcposites,  includ- 
ing those  of  the  Government,  and  for  the  redemption  of 
the  public  debt,  were  but  thirty-seven  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  leaving  above  forty-three  millions 
as  a  guaranty  to  the  nation  against  any  losses.  For  as 
the  whole  amount  of  debts,  bilU,  and  deposites,  must  be 
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paid  before  the  stockholders,  the  whole  capital  and  the 
surplus  must  be  considered  as  a  pledgee  for  the  debts  due 
to  mdividuals  and  the  Government.  As  the  capital  con- 
sists  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  it  would  appear, 
from  tliis  statement,  that  the  bank  had  earned,  and  then 
possessed,  a  surplus  of  twenty-two  per  cent,  above  the 
amount  of  its  capital.  Whether  that  surplus  could  or 
could  not  be  realized,  at  a  final  winding  up  of  the  bank, 
is  a  subject  only  interesting  to  the  buyers,  sellers  and 
holders  of  stock.  The  single*  point  of  view  in  which  it 
is  important  to  the  nation,  is  in  regard  to  its  bearing  on 
the  healthy  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  consequent  safety 
of  the  public  deposites,  and  the  sound  state  of  the  curren- 
cy. For  these  objects,  it  is  sufficient  to  inquire  whether 
this  surplus  does  or  does  not  afford  a  sufficient  guaranty 
that  the  original  capital  of  $35,000,000  is  unimpaired. 

The  whole  amount  of  bills  and  paper  held  by  the  bank, 
on  the  1st  of  January  last,  was  $61,695,000;  of  which 
$8,246,000  is  stated  to  be  the  local  debt  of  the  Western 
States,  leaving  $53,749, 000  as  the  debt  of  the  Atlantic 
commercial  cities;  and  that  in  the  shape  of  domestic  bills, 
between  them  and  the  interior.  There  seems  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  paper  of  the  description  last  mentioned 
is  of  the  same  general  character  as  that  of  other  cH)r  banks, 
managed  with  ordinary  discretion.  Now,  j(  *is  well 
known  that,  in  our  great  cities,  business  p^er  is  con- 
stantly guarantied  by  commercial  houses  of  prudence 
stability,  and  wealth,  for  a  del  credere  commission  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent.  On  much  of  the  better  class  of 
paper,  and  in  some  of  our  Northern  cities,  upon  most  of 
it,  the  ordinary  charee  is  much  less:  but  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  loss  than  this  ought  certainly  not  to  occur  in  a 
well  managed  city  bank,  where  the  judgment  and  infor- 
mation of  a  board  of  directors  is  combined  with  that  of 
its  officers.  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  believed  that  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  on  their  discounted  paper  actually  ex- 
ceeds the  losses  of  prudently  managed  institutions  in  our 
cities.  But  allowing  the  loss  on  the  Atlantic  and  com- 
mercial debt  to  reach  fbur  times  that  amount,  say  ten  per 
cent.,  then  $5,370,000  of  the  surplus  would  be  an  ample 
guaranty  against  such  loss.  This  would  leave  $2,^80,000 
as  a  surplus,  which  would  meet  the  loss  of  about  one-third 
of  the  local  Western  debt,  without  impairing  the  original 
capital  of  the  bank. 

The  committee  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  assert- 
ing their  belief  that  the  Western  debt  is  more  hazardous 
than  that  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union.  The  bank  di- 
rectors express  their  conviction  that  it  is  not  so;  and  the 
agent  appointed  by  the  treasury  does  not  hesitate  to  say, 
"  that  Ue  considers  that  debt  in  a  safe  and  wholesome 
state,  and  tliat  a  greater  amount  of  loss  need  not  be  ap- 
prehended from  it  than  from  a  similar  mass  distributed  in 
the  cities  of  the  Atlantic  frontier."  But  this  estimate  has 
been  made,  because  the  extent  of  the  Western  transactions 
of  the  bank  has  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  subjects 
peculiarly  calling  for  investigation. 

These  general  views  of  the  situation  of  the  bank,  and 
the  consequent  safety  of  its  depositora  and  bill  holders,  de- 
rive strong  confirmation  from  the  fact  of  the  large  pro- 
portion  in  the  specie  of  the  country,  which  is  held  by  tlie 
bank.  It  appears,  from  official  documents  of  unquestion- 
able authority,  that  the  specie  actually  in  the  vaults  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  is  within  one-tenth  of  the 
amount  held  by  all  the  other  banks  in  the  Union,  whilst 
its  circulation  of  paper  is  but  one-fouKh  of  tlie  aggregate  of 
theirs.  In  other  words,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
above  nine  millions  of  specie,  with  a  circulation  of  notes 
to  the  amount  of  seventeen  millions  and  a  half,  whilst  the 
aggregate  of  all  the  other  banks,  with  specie  in  their 
vaults,  but  a  little  above  ten  millions,  have  a  circulation  of 
sixty-eight  millions  of  bank  paper. 

If,  then,  the  evidence  herewith  submitted  can  be  relied 
upon,  which  it  a  for  the  pouse  to  judge  of,  there  can  be 


66 


APPENDIX— ro  Gala  8f  Seaton's  Register. 


22dCowe.2dSE8s.] 


Bank  of  the  United  States, 


no  doubt  of  the  entire  soundness  of  the  whole  bank  capi- 
tal, after  meeting  all  demands  upon  it,  either  by  its  bill 
holders  or  the  Government;  and  such  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  who  feel  great  confidence  in  the  well-known 
character  and  intelligence  of  the  directors,  whose  testi- 
mony supports  the  facts  above  stated. 

The  committee  conclude  bv  respectfully  recommend- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  foHowmg  resolution: 

'*  B/aolvea^  That  the  Government  deposites  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  be  safely  continued  in  tlie  Bank  of 
the  United  SUtes.'' 


la  THS  House  of  RsPBissirrjLTivss,  March  1,  1833. 


Ifr.  POLK,  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  consistinpof  three  of  its  members,  to  which 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President 
x)f  the  United  States,  of  the  4th  of  December  last,  as 
relates  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  which 
was  also  referred  tlie  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  upon  the  same  subject,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and,  not  concurring  in  the  report 
of  the  majority,  ask  leave  to  report: 

That  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  directed 
chie-fly  to  the  transactions  of  the  bank  in  relation  to  the 
proposed  payment,  by  the  Government,  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  denominated  the  three  per  cent, 
stocks,  during  the  past  year,  and  on  the  Ist  of  January 
ultimo,  whereby  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  that  debt 
has  been  postponed  by  the  bank  beyond  the  period  fixed 
by  the  Government  for  its  reimbursement.     To  ascertain 
tlie  true  state  of  facts  connected  with  this  transaction, 
the  committee  deemed  it  proper  to  request  the  Govern- 
ment directors  of  the  bank,  and  a  part  of  the  directors  on 
the  part  of  the  stockholders,  to  attend  before  them,  and 
give  information  upon  tlie  subject.    Several  of  the  direct- 
ors, both  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  of  the  stock- 
holders, accordingly  attended  before  them,  and  gave  tes- 
timony upon  the  subject.  Their  testimony  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted with  tliis  report.     Sundry  letters  and  documents, 
upon  the  same  subject,  numbered  from  1  to  — ,  inclusive, 
are  also  herewith  submitted.     From  all  which  the  follow- 
ing facts  appear:  That  the  bank,  as  early  as  the  month  of 
October,  1831,  g^ve  instructions  to  its  offices,  and  parti- 
cularly to  those  in  the  western  and  southwestern  portions 
of  the  country,  to  curtail  their  business,  and  furnish  aid 
to  the  principal  bank  and  the  Eastern  offices,  to  enaUe 
the  institution  to  meet  the  large  payments  of  the  public 
debt  which  were  anticipated  dunng  tlie  following  year. 
From  the  answers  received  from  the  offices  in  the  West 
and  Soutliwest,  this  effort  to  curtail  its  discounts  seems 
to  have  been  unsuccessful,  as  will  be  more  particularly 
stated  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

Some  inquiry  has  been  made  into  the  general  condition 
and  management  of  the  institution;  but,  from  the  want  of 
means  and  time,  a  thorough  investigation  could  not  be  had 
upon  these  points.  They  content  themselves,  therefore, 
with  submitting  the  facts  of  the  case  as  the^  are  disclosed 
by  documents,  and  by  the  oral  testimony  of  the  directors, 
in  relation  to  Uie  payment  of  the  public  debt,  adding  such 
particulars  upon  the  other  points  as  they  have  been  able, 
in  the  limited  period  allowed  to  them  for  the  investiga- 
tion, to  collect. 

It  was  anticipated  by  the  bank,  at  an  early  period,  that 
the  Government  would,  during  the  year  1832,  draw  from 
it  nearly  the  whole  of  the  public  deposHe,  to  be  applied 
in  payment  of  the  national  debt.  On  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1831,  in  a  letter  from  the  cashier  of  the  principal 
bank  to  the  cashier  of  the  New  Orleans  branch,  it  is  ob- 
served, **  that  such  appears  to  be  the  anxiety  of  the  Go- 
vernment fur  the  early  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt, 
that  we  are  not  likely  to  have  the  use  of  any  considera- 
ble amount  of  treasury  balances    during   the  coming 


year.''    In  letters  dated  the  20th  and  2l8t  of  January, 
1832,  to  the  cashiers  of  the  branches  at  Cincinnati,  Lou- 
isville, Pittsburg,  Natchez,  Mobile,  Nashville,  and  Wash- 
ington, is  the  foflowing  declaration:  **  The  rapid  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt  will  probably  deprive  the  Atlantic 
offices,  in  a  great  degree,  of  the  benefit  of  Government 
deposites  durinj^  the  whole  of  the  present  year."     In 
March,  negotiations  were  entered  into  by  the  presdent 
of  the  bank  and  the  exchange  committee,  with  the  view 
of  procuring  a  postponement  of  the  payment  of  a  portion 
of  the  public  debt  beyond  the  period  which  might  be 
fixed  by  the  Government  for  the  payment,  so  as  to  enable 
the  bank  to  retain  possession,  and  have  the  use  of  the 
public  funds  which  it  held  on  deposite,  during  the  period 
of  postponement.    Prior  to  the  13th  of  March,  a  commu- 
nication was  opened  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  with 
Thomas  W.  Ludlow,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  tlie  agent  (or 
the  foreign  holders  of  about  one  million  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  three  per  cent,  stocks,  with  the 
view  of  postponing  its  payment  for  one  year  beyond  the 
time  at  which  its  payment  might  be  directed  by  the  Go- 
vernment.    In  a  correspondence  commencing  on  the 
13th  of  March,  and  ending  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  which 
is  herewith  submitted,  the  following  proportion  was  made 
by  the  president  of  the  bank  in  a  letter  dated  the  19lb  of 
March:     «*When  the  three  per  cents.,  asnimed  by  fo- 
reigners, whom  you  represent,  shall  be  paid  off,  the  bank 
will  continue  to  pay  the  interest  at  the  same  rate,  for  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  payment  by  the  Goremment. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  year,  if  you  will  give  to  the  bank 
three  months'  notice  of  your  wish  to  receive  reimburse^ 
ment  of  the  principal,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
principal  shall  be  so  reimbursed.     And  if  the  bank  will 
give  to  you,  or  to  whomsoever  may  then  represent  the  fo- 
reign stockholders  in  this  country,  a  like  notice  of  three 
months  of  their  intention  to  make  reimbursement,  either 
in  whole  or  in  part,  the  agent  of  such  stockholders  diall 
receive  such  reimbursement,  and  surrender  the  certifi- 
cates."   About  the  same  period,  a  similar  negotiation 
was  opened  with  another  representative  of  about  a  mil- 
lion of  stocks  held  abroad,  but  neither  was  brought  to  any 
satisfactory  result,  for  the  want  of  power  in  the  agents  of 
the  foreign  stockholders  to  make  such  an  arrangement. 
These  propositions  were  concealed  from  the  Government. 
On  the  24th  of  March,  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury informed  the  president  of  the  bank  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  give  notice  of  the  purpose  of  the  Government 
to  redeem  one-half  of  the  three  per  cent,  stocks  (about 
six  and  a  half  millions  of  dolkrs)  on  the  first  day  of  the 
succedlnpr  July,  remarking  to  him,  if  any  objection  occur- 
red to  him,  "either  as  to  the  amount  or  mode  of  pay- 
ment," to  suggest  it.     The  president  immediately  visited 
Washington,  and  urged  the  Government  to  postpone  the 
intended  payment  for  three  months;  and  upon  agreeir^ 
on  behalf  of  the  bank,  to  pay  the  quarter's  interest,  pro- 
cured the  postponement  until  the  first  of  the  succeeding 
October.  Having  failed,  as  we  have  seen,  to  eflTect  a  poi^t- 
ponement  with  the  agents  of  foreign  holders  residing  in 
this  country,  but,  by  representations  made  to  the  Gorem- 
ment, having  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  postponement 
until  the  1st  of  October,  the  bank  was  teroporarih*  re- 
lieved; but,  as  the  period  approached  for  the  payment  ia 
October,  it  found  it  necessary  to  seek  further  relief.    Be- 
tween the  1st  and  10th  of  July,  the  president  and  the 
exchange  committee  determined  to  open  a  nMfotiation 
in  Europe  for  the  postponement,  for  one  year,  oftlie  pay- 
ment of  five  millions  of  the  three  per  cent,  stocks  held 
abroad;  but  they  carefully  concealed  their  intention  from 
the  Government;  and  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe, 
indeed  it  is  certain,  that  it  was  concealetl  also  from  the 
Government  directors  and  the  board  itself.     Thb  will  be 
shown  more  clearly  when  we  come  to  examine  the  proof 
on  this  point.     General  Cadwalader,  a  director  of  the 
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bank,  was  requested  to  undertake  the  mission.     He  re- 
ceived his  instructions  on  the  18th  of  July>  and  sailed  for 
Europe  on  the  20th.     On  the  22d  of  August,.  General 
Cadwalader   closed  an  arrangement  with  the  house  of 
Baring,  Brothers,  and  Company,  of  London,  providing  for 
the  purchase  or  postponement  of  five  millions  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  three  per  cent,  stocks  for  one  year  from  the  1st 
of  October,  1832,  the  Barings  retaining  possession  of  the 
certificates  of  that  purchased,  and  the  stockholders  re- 
taining the  certificates  of  that  postponed;.  and»  in  the 
event  the  amounts  purchased  and  postponed,  should  not 
equal  five  millions  of  dollars,  then  the  Barings  were  to 
give  the  bank  a  credit  for  the  deficiency,  upon  which  the 
bank  mi^ht  draw.     In  a  letter,  dated  the  22d  of  August, 
and  received  as  early  as  the  1st  of  October,  General  Cad- 
walader informed  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  tenor 
and  substance  of  this  agreement;  and,  in  a  letter  dated 
the  25th  of  Augfust,  enclosed  the  agreement  itself.     The 
Barings  proce^ed,  under  this  contract,  to  make  pur- 
chases of  stock  on  account  of  the  bank,  and  for  the  bank, 
to  the  amount  of  one  million  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and 
fifty-seven  cents,  and  procured  the  postponement  of  two 
million  three  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand  four 
hundred    and  eighty-one   dollars  and  forty-five  cents; 
amounting,  in  all,  to  four  million  one  hundred  and  se- 
venty-five   thousand  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  two 
cents— of  which  they  apprised  the  president  of  the  bank, 
from  time  to  time. 

A  supplemental  agreement  was  made  by  General  Cad- 
walader, on  the  ISth  of  September,  with  the  Dutch  hold- 
ers of  three  per  cents,  who  might  consent  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  their  stock,  stipulating  to  pay  them,  at  the 
close  of  tlie  period  of  postponement,  at  the  rate'of  forty 
cents  per  guilder. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  the  president  of  the  bank 
wrote  to  the  Barings,  disavowing  so  much  of  General 
Cadwalader's  arrangement  as  provided  for  the  purchase 
of  stocks  on  account  of  the  bank,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  a  violation  of  the  bank  charter.    In  the  same  letter 
he  proposes,  as  a  substitute  for  General  Cadwalader's  ar- 
rangement, that  all  Uie  certificates,,  both  of  the  stock  post- 
poned and  purchased,  that  the  portion  which  the  stock* 
holders  have  consented  to  postpone  **  should  be  passed 
to  their  credit  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  continue  to 
bear  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly,  until  the  1st  of  October  next,  when  the  princi- 
pal willDC  reimbursed;*'  that  "the  portion  purchased 
by  you  [the  Barings]  will,  in  like  manner,  go  to  your 
credit  when  it  is  paid  by  the  Government.     At  that  time 
it  will  be  for  you  to  determine  whether  it  shall  continue 
to  draw  an  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  (if  that  be  the  rate,^ 
payable  quarterly,  or  whether  you  would  desire  immedi- 
ate payment."    In  a  letter  dated  the  19th  of  October, 
the  president  proposes,  in  case  of  any  difficulty  with  the 
stockholders  who  have  agreed  to  postpone  their  stock, 
to  let  them  retain  the  certificates,  and  adds,  "  we  will 
endeavor  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  bank  without 
possession  of  the  certificates."  In  a  third  letter,  dated  the 
31st  October,  the  president  urges  tlie  surrender  of  all 
the  certificates,  and  says:  *<  Should  any  difficulty  occur, 
it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  bank  if  you  would  obviate 
it,   either  by  causing  the  curtificates  to  be  sent  to  the 
bank  for  immediate  reimbursement,  or,  if  necessary,  by 
purchasing  the  certificates  on  your  own  account,  in  the 
same  manner  as  was  done  with  those  previously  purchas- 
ed, and  taking  your  reimbursement  in  the  mode  most 
agreeable  to  yourselves." 

On  the  6th  of  November,  the  Barings  received  the  pre- 
sident's letter  of  the  15th  of  October,  but  took  no  imme- 
diate steps  to  comply  with  liis  wishes. 

On  the  14th  November,  the  Barings  received  the  pre- 
sident'd  letter  of  the  19th  of  October,  and,  in  reply,  refer- 


red  him  to  their  agent  in  the  United  States,  T.  W.  Ward, 
of  Boston,  to  make  an  arrangement  relative  to  the  purchas- 
ed slock,  expressing  a  desire  to  accommodate  the  bank. 

On  the  22d  or  November,  tlie  Barings  received  the 
president's  letter  of  the  31st  of  October,,  and,  in  relation 
to  the  deferred  stock,  say:  "We  have  already  mention- 
ed to  you  that  several  of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cent, 
certificates  made  the  retention  of  them  the  condition  of 
their  postponing  reimbursement.  There  can  be  but  lit- 
tle ground,  therefore,  to  expect  that  they  would  now 
accept  less  favorable  terms,  and  we  cannot  express  any 
confidence  in  an  attempt  to  persuade  them  to  relieve  the 
bank  from  the  engagements  we  entered  into  with  theia 
on  its  behalf." 

The  Barings,  however,  issued  a  circular,  inviting  the 
holders  to  surrender  the  certificates,  *<  engaging  to  ob- 
tain for  you  [the  holders]  an  acknowledgment  from  the 
bank  that  the  amount  has  been  passed  to  your  credit  on 
its  books,  and  will  be  either  held  at  your  disposal,  or  re-t 
mitted  in  a  bill,  at  the  usual  time,  on  the  Ist  of  October, 
1833;  up  to  which  period  it  engages  to  remit  the  interest, 
as  before  it  was  reimbursed.  Should  you,  however,  for 
any  reason,  prefer  an  immediate  remittance,  both  of  inte- 
rest accrued  and  capital,  the  bank  will,  of  course,  com- 
ply, OH  receiving  your-  instructions  to  that  effect."  To 
the  stockholders  who  desire  it,  the  Barings  agreed  to 
give  the  guaranty  of  their  house  for  the  faithful  perfortp- 
ance  of  the  mere  agreement. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  show  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
agreement  finally  made  by  the  bank  with  the  Barings, 
through  their  agent,  Mr.  Ward,  in  relation  to  the  pur- 
chased stock;  nor  is  it  shown,,  with  precision,  to  what 
amount  the  holders  of  the  deferred  stock  have  agreed  to 
give  up  their  certificates,  and  receive  a  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  bank,  bearing  interest  until  reimbursed  in 
October,  1833.  From  the  letters  of  the  Baring^  to  the 
bank,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  and  the  6th,  14th, 
19th,  and  22d  of  December,  we  collect  various  items  of 
the  deferred  stocks,  fbr  which  the  holders  have  agreed 
to  wait  for  reimbursement  until  October,  1833,  surren- 
dering the  certificates,  and  taking  a  credit  on  the  hooka 
of  the  bank,  amounting  in  all  to  one  million  four  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four 
dollars  and  finy-four  cents..  There  appears  to  be  still 
outstanding  of  the  stocks  postponed  under  General  Cad- 
walader's ai'rangement,  m'ne  hundred  and  eighteen  tliou- 
sand  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  nineUr- 
eight  cents,  most  of  which  wdl  probably  not  be  called  for 
until  October  next;  so  that  the  probable  amount  of  those 
stocks,  which  will  not  be  paid  until  that  time,  exceeds 
two  millions  of  dollars.  But  the  sum  of  one  million  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  se- 
venty-four dollars  and  fifty-four  cents  is  now  known  to 
have  been  definitively  postponed  until  October,  1833,  ac- 
cording to  the  proposition  contained  in  the  president's 
letter  to  the  Barings,  of  the  15th  of  October  last.  Although 
the  Government  has  probably  been  released  from  its  re- 
sponsibility, and  in  the  accounts  pf  the  bank  with  the 
treasury  the  whole  amount  is  represented  as  paid,  yet,  to 
the  amount  thus  postponed,,  nothing  has,  in  fact,  been 
paid  by  the  bank. 

By  the  monthly  statement  of  the  bank  of  the  1st  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1833,  it  appears  that  there  was  then  standing  to 
the  credit  of  redemption  of  public  debt,  assigned  by  the 
Government  to  that  object,  but  not  yet  applied  by  the 
bank,  the  sum  of  -  -  -   ^5,163,075  40 

To  this  add  the  above  sum  definitively 
postponed  until  October,  1833,  but  trans- 
ferred from  Government  to  individual  ac- 
count,      -  .  -  -  -     1,428,974  54 


Giving  a  total  of 


-   #6,592,049  94 
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There  was,  therefore,  an  aggregate  sum  exceeding  six 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  ordered  to  be  paid 
in  October  and  January  last,  which  had  not  been  paid  by 
the  bank  on  the  1st  of  the  present  month,  unless  the  as- 
sumption of  $1,428,974  54  of  it,  by  the  bank,  be  consi- 
dered a  payment  to  that  extent. 

Various  reasons  have  been  ^assigned  by  the  bank  and 
its  officers  for  the  postponement  oi  the  payment  of  these 
stocks;  and  the  committee  propose,  briefly,  to  examine 
them. 

It  appears,  from  official  documents  in  possession  of  the 
committee,  that  the  president  of  the  bank,  as  early  as  the 
ISth  March,  1832,  after  having  previously,  as  we  have 
seen,  taken  measures  to  curtail  the  discounts  at  the  West- 
ern and  Southwestern  ofRces,  and  after  having  made  a 
fruitless  effort  to  obtain  aid  from  these  ofRces,  stated  to 
the  board  **liis  views  in  relation  to  the  probability  of  the 
redemption,  by  the  Government,  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  of  a  large  portion  of  the  three  per  cents,  of^the 
United  States,  more  than  one-half  of  which  he  stated  to 
be  held  by  foreigners;  the  magnitude  of  whose  claims  on 
the  bank  might,  possibly,  expose  the  community  to  g^eat 
inconvenience,  unless  some  measures  should  be  adopted 
for  deferring  a  part  of  the  payment  which  may  be  re- 
quired," &c.  • 

For  the  postponement  from  July  to  October,  sought  by 
the  president,  of  the  Government,  in  a  letter  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  ihe  Treasury,  dated  29th  March,  1832,  he  gives 
the  following  reasons,  viz. 

"  The  inconvenience,  then,  of  the  proposed  measure 
is,  that  the  repayment  of  six  or  seven  minions  of  dollars, 
more  than  one-half  of  which  is  held  in  Europe,  may  create 
a  demand  for  the  remittance  of  these  funds,  which  would 
operate  injuriously  on  the  community,  and,  by  abridging 
the  facilities  which  the  debtors  of  the  Government  are  in 
the  habit  of  receiving  from  the  bank,  may  endanger  tlie 
punctual  payment  of  the  revenue,  as  the  bank  will  neces- 
sarily be  obliged  to  commence  early  its  preparations  for 
the  reimbursement  of  so  large  an  amount  of  public  debt." 

The  president,  in  a  postscript  to  that  letter,  illustrates 
his  meaning,  as  follows,  viz. 

*<P.  S.  As  an  illustration  of  the  effect  of  the  measure 
proposed,  I  may  mention  that,  in  the  month  of  February 
last,  the  collector  of  New  York,  with  a  laudable  anxiety 
to  protect  the  public  revenue,  applied  to  the  bank  to  au- 
thorize an  extension  of  loans  in  that  city,  in  order  to  assist 
the  debtors  to  the  Government.  This  was  promptly 
done.  This  1  should  desire  to  do  again,  as  the  payments 
to  the  Government  during  the  next  quarter  will  probably 
be  very  large.  N.  B." 

In  his  evidence  before  the  committee  of  investigation 
last  year,  (see  documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
committee,  page  530,)  the  president  of  the  bank  adds 
another  reason  for  this  postponement.  After  referring 
to  the  letter  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
the  24th  March,  1832,  heretofore  alluded  to,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  say:  "Thus  invited  by  the  Government,  m  a 
communication  marked  *  confidential,*  to  give  my  opin- 
ion on  a  measure  contemplated  by  the  Government,  I  felt, 
it  my  duly  to  express  my'views  of  its  probable  opera- 
tion." He  then  adverts  to  the  contents  of  his  letter  of 
29th  of  March,  in  reply,  and  proceeds:  "Having  thus 
perfonned  my  duty  in  giving  the  opinfon  asked,  I  left  it, 
of  course,  to  the  Government  to  decide.  On  the  part  of 
tlie  bank,  I  sought  nothing,  and  requested  nothing.  After 
weighing  the  circumstances,  the  Government  were  desi- 
rous of  adopting  the  measure,"  &c.;  and  concludes: 
"Now  it  will  be  seen  that,  in  all  this,  the  bank  has  not 
had  the  least  agency,  except  to  offer  its  opinion  when  it 
was  asked,  in  regard  to  a  measure  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  then  to  offer  its  aid  in  carrying  that  mea- 
sure into  operation." 

For  the  secret  mission  of  General  Cadwalader  to  Eu- 


rope, in  July  last,  and  the  postponement  negotiated  there, 
in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  27th 
October,  1832,  the  president  of  the  bank  adduces  rea- 
sons similar  to  those  contained  in  the  foregoing  extracts, 
and  adds — 

'*  Their  inherent  difficulty  has  increased,  on  the  present 
occasion,  by  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  which  was 
already  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  seemed  des- 
tined to  pervade  the  whole  country,  deranging,  in  its 
progress,  all  the  relations  of  business,  and  threatening 
such  a  general  prostration  of  commerce  as  would  endan- 
ger the  punctuality  of  private  engagements,  and  put  to 
g^eat  hazard  the  public  revenue,  of  which  the  estimated 
receipts,  from  July  to  January,  were  about  thirteen  mil- 
lions. To  those  who  witnessed  its  ravages,  it  was  mani- 
fest that  a  continuance  of  the  pestilence,  for  a  few  weeks 
longer,  would  haTC  dirown  into  great  confusion  the  pecu- 
niary affairs  of  the  country,  and  have  pressed,  with  pecu- 
liar  force,  on  the  public  revenue,  more  especially  as  the 
demand  on  account  of  the  foreign  holders  of  three  per 
cents,  at  New  ITork  and  Philadelphia  alone,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  would  have  exceeded  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  bank  deemed  it  an  im- 
perious duty  to  avert,  as  far  as  possible,  (be  eflTects  of 
such  a  calamity,  and  to  husband  its  noeans,  in  order  to  in- 
terpose, if  necessary,  for  tlie  relief  of  the  community.  It 
was  determined,  therefore,  to  reserve  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  that  purpose;  and,  accordingly,  the  foreign  hold- 
ers of  the  three  per  cents,  to  that  amount,  principally  rc- 
{>resentcd  by  the  bank  as  their  agent,  wei-e  invited  to 
eave  the  fund  with  the  bank  for  a  few  months  af\cr  the 
payment  by  the  Government,  receiving  from  the  bank 
the  same  rate  of  interest." 

The  reasons  given  by  the  exchange  committee,  in  their 
report  to  the  directory  on  the  29th  of  January  last,  cor- 
respond  with  those  given  by  the  prendent.     They  also 
place  the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Ludlow,  in  March,  1832, 
on  the  ground  of  preventing  the  inconvenience  which 
might  arise  in  suddenly  withdrawing  so  much  capital 
from  the  country.     They  likewise  attribute  to  the  Go- 
vernment the  postponement  from  July  to  October,  re- 
marking, that  **  tlie  Treasury  Department  having  applied 
to  the  bank  for  its  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  making 
a  payment  of  six  millions  on  the  1st  of  July,  the  opinion 
was  given,  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  country  not  to 
make  such  a  pressure  on  its  resources  at  that  moment,  and 
the  payment  was  postponed,  the  bank  consenting*  to  allow 
the  Government  the  quarter's  interest  during  the  inter- 
val."   In  relation  to  Uie  postponement  negotiated  in  "Eu- 
rope, the  committee  say — "From  the  commumcatioa 
with  the  treasury  in  July,  it  was  probable  that  the  funds 
of  the  Government  might  be  insufficient  to  pay  the  debt 
advertised  to  be  paid,"  8cc.     "It  was  further  manifest, 
that  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments depended  entirely  on  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
revenue  in  the  commercial  cities  from  July  to  January, 
which  was  estimated  at  about  twelve  millions  ef  dollars; 
That  revenue  was  threatened  with  the  greatest  danger 
by  the  appearance  of  the  cholera,  which  had  already  be- 
gun its  ravages  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  with  every 
indication  of  pervading  the  whole  country." 

As  to  the  reason  given  for  desiring",  on  the!  3th  March, 
1832,  to  defer  the  payment  of  an  iir.limitcd  amount  of  the 
tliree  per  cents.,  it  would  be  at  all  timqs  equally  app?.*ca- 
ble.     The  sending  of  money  out  of  the  country  without 
any  return,  especially  in  large  amounts,   would  unques- 
tionably reduce  the  value  of  properly,  and  create  com- 
mercial embarrassments.     But,  as  in  commercial  transac- 
tions, so  in  the  transfer  or  payment  of  stocks,  anei^porl  is 
followed  by  an  import,  and  a  reimbursement  by  a  rein- 
vestment.  A  large  portion  of  the  public  debt  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  always  been  held  by  foreigners.     It    liaa 
been  paid  from  time  to  time  without  any  sensible  effect 
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upon  the  community.  That  portion  held  abroad,  whidi 
remained  to  be  paid,  two«thirds  in  October,  and  onfe-third 
in  January  last,  was  about  #7,800,000.  But  it  must  be 
recollected  that  these  funds  do  not  all  leave  the  country. 
A  portion  of  them  is  reinvested  in  other  stocks,  and  at  the 
same  time  other  funds  are  introduced.  It  is  not  long^  since 
the  city  of  Washin^on  borrowed  in  Holland,  and  brought 
into  the  country,  a  million  of  dollars  to  be  invested  in  canal 
stocks.  A  large  portion  of  the  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Ohio  canal  stocks  have  passed  into  Europe.  In  the 
transactions  of  a  few  montas,  disclosed  in  the  report  of 
the  investigating  committee  of  last  year,  (see  Bank  Re« 
port,  page  125,)  the  process  is  exhibited  by  which 
$1,794,000  of  American  stocks  was  sent  to  England  by  a 
single  broker.  It  is  understood  that  the  Louisiana  loan 
of  last  year,  amounting  to  $7,000,000,  was  all  taken  by 
the  house  of  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.,  of  London;  and 
we  perceive  that  the  president  of  the  bank,  in  his  letter 
of  the  15th  of  October,  proposed  to  pay  them  the  amount 
of  the  three  per  cent,  stocks  purchased  by  them  for  the 
bank,  by  funds  in  New  Orleans.  While  old  stocks  are 
paid  off  to  foreigners,  new  stocks  are  subscribed  for  or 
purchased  by  them,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  agc're- 
gate  held  by  them  in  this  country  is  not  now  greater  than 
it  was  two  years  ago.  The  Louisiana  loan  of  itself  is 
nearly  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  Government  three 
per  cents.  In  addition  to  these  facts,  the  Government 
itself^  by  its  successful  diplomacy,  is  bringing  large  sums 
of  money  into  the  country  from  Denmanc,  France,  &c. 
On  the  whole,  it  docs  not  appear  that  the  drain  of  funds, 
and  the  commercial  embarrassment  anticipated  from 
promptly  paying  off  the  three  per  cents.,  could  have  taken 
place;  and  the  apprehension  of  such  serious  consequences 
appears  to  have  been  without  foundation.  The  next  rea- 
son given  for  seeking  the  postponement  of  the  proposed 
payment  of  about  six  and  a  half  millions  from  July  to 
October,  viz.  the  necessity  of  extending  accommodations 
to  the  merchants  who  had  duty  bonds  to  pay  to  the  Go- 
vernment, in  order  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  revenue 
itself,  appears  not  to  have  guided  the  bank  in  its  subse- 
quent course.  The  monthly  statements  from  the  New  York 
branch  show  very  conclusively  that  the  president  is  mis- 
taken in  his  illustration,  contained  in  the  postscript  to  his 
letter  of  the  29th  March,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry; and  that  the  bank  did  not,  after  the  indulgence  was 
obtained,  extend  those  accommodations  in  the  commer- 
cial cities,  which  he  stated  to  be  necessary,  and  which  had 
been  the  inducement  with  the  Government  to  grant  the 
postponement,  which  the  bank  asked  from  July  to  Octo- 
ber. The  amount  of  discounts  and  bills  purcha«;ed  at  the 
New  York  branch  at  the  days  stated,  were  as  follows,  viz. 
(See  Toland's  Report,  pag^  16,  of  December,  1832.) 

~  -  -    $6,071,613 

-  5,948,423 

-  5,769,363 

-  5,581,684 

-  5,327,861 

-  5,174,109 

-  5,321,419 

-  5,575,547 

-  6,222,137 

-  5,345,155 

-  6,314,187 

-  6,046,530 

-  6,170,687 
It  hence  appears  that  the  aggregate  of  discounts  and 

<lonnestic  exchange  at  New  York,  instead  of  being  increas- 
ed in  February,  was  steadily  reduced  from  the  2d  of  Fe- 
bruary to  the  20th  June,  to  the  extent  of  near  $900,000; 
that  it  then  rose  again,  but,  on  the  Ist  of  December,  was 
still  below  its  amount  in  February  last;  and  on  the  1st  of 
January,  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  Februa- 
ry.    Mr.  Eyre,  a  director  of  the  bank,  and  a  member  of 


the  exchange  committee,  examined  as  a  witness  before  the 
committee,  has  appended  to  his  testimony  a  statement  in- 
cluding foreign  bills  purchased,  and  balances  due  from 
city  banks,  commencmg  on  the  Sd  of  July,  and  ending  on 
the  3d  October.  Even  this  statement  shows  a  diminution 
of  the  amounts  due  to  the  bank  down  to  the  25th  July, 
and  then  an  increase  to  the  26th  September;  but  the  in- 
crease consists  almost  entirely  of  an  augmentation  of  the 
balances  due  from  the  city  banks,  and  is  not  certainly  that 
sort  of  accommodation  to  the  merchants  which  was  refer- 
red to  in  the  president's  representations  to  the  Govern- 
ment, when  he  asked,  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  the  postpone- 
ment from  July  to  October. 

If  there  was  but  little  extension  of  accommodation  to 
the  merchants  of  New  York,  there  was  more  to  those  at 
Philadelphia.  From  February,  1832,  down  to  January, 
1833,  the  amount  of  discounts  and  domestic  bills  at  the 
principal  bank  has  been  as  follows:  (See  Toland's  Re- 
port, page  16.) 

2,  -  -  -    ^,759,832 

1,  -  -  -  8,843,354 
5,  -  -  -  8,080,614 
3,  -  -  -  7,575,163 
7,  -              -  -      7,398,923 

5,  -  -  -      7,230,311 

2,  -  -  -      7,010,793 

6,  -  -  -      7,017,008 


1832, 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

€t 


<C 
<( 


1832, 

February 

2,  - 

March 

7,  - 

April 

4,  - 

May 

2,  - 

June 

6,  - 

<( 

20,  - 

<( 

July 

3,  - 

(( 

August 

1,  - 

tc 

September 

5,  - 

tt 

October 

3,  - 

<< 

November 

7,  - 

(< 

December 

1,  - 

1833, 

January 

1,  ■ 

October        4,  -  -  -      6,562,051 

November    1,  -  -  -      6,579,912 

December    1,  -  -  -      6,994,715 

1833,  January        1,  -  -  -      6,536,945 

It  appears  that,  instead  of  an  extension  of  loans  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, there  has  been  a  very  heavy  curtailment, 
amounting  to  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars  within  the 
first  nine  months;  and  that  the  loans  at  that  place  on  the 
1st  January  last  were  more  than  three  nriillions  less  than 
they  were  a  year  ago.  During  this  period  the  discounts 
on  stocks  at  that  place  have  increased. 

At  Baltimore  there  was  a  curtailment  from  February  to 
November,  of  about  half  a  million,  and  the  loans  at  that 
branch  were,  on  the  Ist  January  last,  less  than  they  were 
a  year  Ago, 

At  Boston,  from  February  to  June,  1832,  there  was  a 
curtailment  of  more  than  700,000  dollars,  but  the  debt 
has  since  increased  so  as  to  exceed  its  amount  a  year  ago. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  by  the  statements  of  the  bank, 
furnished  by  itself,  that  no  extraordinary  accommodations 
were  granted  to  the  community  at  the  points  where  the 
revenue  is  principally  collected,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
dulgence obtained  from  the  Government.  On  the  con- 
trary, during  the  first  part  of  that  indulgence  there  was  a 
general  curtailment,  and,  at  the  four  commercial  cities, 
the  aggregate  of  accommodations  was  less  on  the  1st  of 
January  last  than  it  was  on  the  Ist  Januair,  1832,  by 
3,185,996  dollars.  Indeed,  the  testimony  taken  by  the 
committee  clearly  proves  that,  neither  at  the  time  the 
indulgence  was  granted,  nor  at  any  subsequent  period 
during  the  past  year,  have  the  importing  merchants  need- 
ed or  received  any  unusual  accommodations.  The  follow- 
ing question  was  put  by  the  committee  to  Joshua  Lippin- 
cott,  Ksq.  a  director,  viz. 

«*  lias  there  been,  during  the  past,  any  pressure  gene- 
rally upon  that  class  of  merchants  in  Philadelphia  who 
secure  and  pay  the  duties  to  the  Government  upon  foreign 
importations?" 

To  this  he  answered,  **  None  more  than  usual." 

To  a  similar  question,  John  T.  Sullivan,  Esq.  another 
director,  answered : 

•*  I  am  not  aware  of  any  pressure,  generally,  upon  that 
portion  of  our  citizens.  1  believe  no  extended  accommo- 
dations have  been  made  to  them  by  the  bank.  The  im- 
porters, in  my  opinion,  have  been  borrowers  to  a  \ery 
moderate  amount," 
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Manuel  Eyre,  Esq.  another  director*  answers: 

"  I  think  the  pressure  was  not  so  heavy  on  the  East  as 
on  the  West  for  that  time,  and  forbeanng  to  take  from 
the  West  enabled  them  to  pay  to  the  East,  &c.  I  do  not 
recollect  whether  any  increased  accommodations  were 
granted  to  the  importing  merchants." 

It  is  thus  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  directors,  that 
there  was  no  unusual  pressure  upon  that  portion  of  the 
community  who  pay  duties  to  Government,  and,  by  the 
same  testimony,  as  well  as  the  accounts  of  the  bank,  that 
not  only  no  unusual  accommodations  were  extended  to 
them,  but  their  usual  accommodations  have  been  curtailed. 
To  give  them  increased  facilities,  and  thus  enable  them  to 
pay  their  bonds  to  the  Government,  was  not  therefore  the 
object  of  the  bank  in  asking  and  procuring  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  public  debt.  Nor  are  the  other  reasons  as- 
signed by  the  president  of  the  bank  [see  bank  document, 
page  530-1]  for  seeking  a  postponement  of  the  Govern- 
ment; nor  his  declarations  that  *<  he  made  no  application 
to  the  Government,  nor  have  I  requested  any  suspension 
of  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,"  and  that  the  measure 
was  "proposed  by  the  Government;"  nor  his  other  decla- 
ration to  the  committee  of  the  last  year,  that  <*  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  bank,  on  the  1st  of  October  last,  (1831,)  or 
at  any  other  period  durin?  more  than  nine  years,  in  which 
I  have  been  connected  with  it  as  its  presiding  officer,  has 
sought  or  obtained  any  indulgence  from  the  Government 
of  any  kind,  in  reference  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt;"  nor  the  declarations  of  the  exchange  committee 
upon  the  same  subject,  sustained  by  the  evidence  taken 
by  this  committee. 

Richard  Willing,  Esq.,  a  director,  in  his  testimony  says: 

**  With  regard  to  the  payment  in  July,  in  consequence 
of  the  pressure  on  the  Western  country,  and  the  difficul- 
ty of  withdrawing  funds  from  that  source,  it  was  desirable 
to  postpone  that  payment  to  the  1st  of  October,"  •*  I 
presume  that  the  postponement  to  the  1st  of  October  was 
concealed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  the  bank,  with  the  view  that  the  bank  might  not 
press  hard  upon  its  debtors,  or  upon  its  accommodations 
to  them,  or  for  which  period  the  bank  allowed  the  Go- 
vernment the  interest."  <•  I  have  no  doubt  the  arrange- 
ment was  made  at  the  solicitation  of  the  bank." 

Mr,  Eyre,  on  being  asked  whether  the  object  of  the 
president,  in  visiting  Washington  in  March,  1852,  was  not 
to  ask  Government  to  postpone  the  proposed  payment  of 
about  six  and  a  half  millions  from  July  to  October,  replied, 
•*  I  know  that  was  the  object  of  his  visit,"  and  says,  **  it 
was  known  to  me  as  a  member  of  the  exchange  com- 
mittee." 

Asbury  Dickens,  Esq.,  who,  as  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  wrote  the  letter  of  the  24th  March,  1832, 
which  brought  the  president  of  the  bank  to  Washington, 
says,  in  his  testimony:  *<  I  wrote  the  letter  as  mentioned 
in  the  interrogatory,  and  Mr.  Biddle  came  to  Washington 
as  therein  described.  He  represented  verbally,  and  simi- 
lar to  those  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  March,  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  three 
per  cents,  until  another  quarter;  and  I  think  it  was  upon 
my  suggestion  that  he  put  his  representation  in  the  form 
of  a  letter.  The  letter  of  the  29th  March  was  according- 
ly written;  which,  though  dated  in  bank,  was  written  by 
Mr.  Biddle  at  the  treasury.  During  the  interview  with 
Mr.  Biddle,  Mr.  McLane,  the  Secretary,  came  to  the  de- 
partment. He  had  been  confined  at  home  by  indisposi- 
tion, and,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  came  out  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  Mr.  Biddle.  The  postponement  was  again 
urged  by  Mr.  Biddle,  and  upon  grounds  simitar  to  those 
urged  in  his  letter.  Mr.  McLane  did  not,  at  that  time, 
however,  give  any  positive  answer.  I  believe  it  was  one 
or  two  days  before  the  matter  was  finally  settled,  and  the 
consent  of  Mr.  McLane  was  communicated  to  Mr.  Biddle,  i 
through  me,  verbally,  on  condition  that  the  bank  should  I 


pay  th«  quarter's  interest  which  would  accrue  by  the 
postponement.  The  application  for  the  postponement 
was  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  and  was  granted  by  the  Go- 
vernment, not  because  of  any  apprehension  of  a  want  of 
funds  to  meet  the  intended  payment  on  the  1st  of  July 
then  next  following." 

It  is  clear,  then,  |that  the  postponement  was  granted 
upon  the  application  and  urgent  solicitation  of  the  bank, 
and  for  its  accommodation. 

On  reference  to  the  monthly  statements  of  the  bank, 
for  the  1st  April  and  1st  July,  1832,  we  find  that,  at  the 
former  period,  the  public  deposite  in  the  bank  was 
9,513,000  dollars,  and  at  the  latter,  9,811,000  dollars;  be- 
ing at  the  time  the  postponement  was  sought  by  the  Innk, 
and  during  the  whole  intervening  period  up  to  July,  three 
millions  more  than  the  amount  proposed  to  be  paid.  The 
Government,  therefore,  had  no  motive  to  propose  the 
postponement. 

In  his  letter  of  the  24th  of  March,  Mr.  Dickens  first 
states  the  purpose  of  the  Government  to  pay  off,  on  the 
1st  of  July,  "  one-half  of  every  certificate"  of  the  three 
per  cents,  and  then  adds,  "  if  any  objection  occurs  to  vou, 
either  as  to*the  amount,  or  as  to  the  mode  of  payment,  I 
will  thank  you  to  suggest  it."  He  did  not  ask  any  opi- 
nion as  to  the  time  of  payment,  but  only  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  paying  so  large  an  amount,  or  paying  the  certi- 
ficates by  halves.  But  the  president  of  the  bank  availed 
himself  of  the  occasion  to  procure  from  the  Government 
a  respite  for  tlie  bank,  which  he  had  previously  been 
secretly,  but  unsuccessfully,  negotiating  with  the  agents 
of  some  of  the  foreign  stockholders  to  obtain,  and  a^red 
to  pay  the  interest  to  the  Government,  as  in  his  letters  of 
the  13th  and  19th  of  March,  to  Mr.  Ludlow,  of  New  Turk, 
he  had  proposed  to  do  to  the  foreign  stockholders,  if 
they  would  agree  to  grant  the  bank  a  similar  indulgence, 
by  agreeing  to  withhold  their  certificates,  and  postpone 
the  payment.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  Government 
would  ask,  or  that  the  bank  would  pay,  about  48,000  dol- 
lars, the  quarter's  interest,  for  an  arrangement  "  propos- 
ed by  the  Government,"  in  which  the  bank  '*  sought  no- 
thing and  requested  nothing." 

Tjie  reasons  assigned  b^  the  president  of  the  bank  for 
General  Cadwalader's  mission  to  England  in  July  litat, 
and  the  postponement  of  five  millions  of  the  three  per 
cents,  held  abroad,  for  one  year  be^'ond  the  time  fixed  by 
the  Government  for  their  payment,  are  divided  into  three 
branches. 

1st.  The  desire  of  the  bank  to  accommodate  the  im- 
porting merchants,  who  were  the  debtors  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  revenue  bonds. 

2d.  The  prevalence  of  the  cholera  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  at  the  time  the  mission  was  resolved  on. 
And, 

3d.  An  alleged  understanding,  which,  as  will  hereafter 
appear,  never  existed,  between  the  Bank  and  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  by  which,  in  consequence  of  a  possible 
deficiency  of  public  deposites  to  meet  the  payments  of 
the  public  debt,  advertised  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber and  the  1st  of  January,  the  bank  might  be  required 
to  make  advances  on  account  of  the  Government. 

As  to  the  first,  we  have  already  shown  that  there  was 
no  unusual  pressure  on  the  importing  merchants  during 
the  whole  year  1832,  and  that  no  unusual  accomrooda- 
tlons  were  extended  to  them;  but  that,  on  the  contrary^ 
there  was  a  considerable  curtailment  of  discounts  at  the 
principal  points  of  importation.  That  reason,  therefore* 
is  as  little  applicable  to  tlie  postponement  negotiated  In 
Europe  in  August,  as  to  that  procured  from  Government 
in  the  preceding  March. 

In  relation  to  the  second  reason,  based  upon  the  preva- 
lence of  the  cholera,  the  president  says,  *•  it  was  already 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  seemed  destined  to 
pervade  the  whole  country;"  and  the  conunittee  of  ex- 
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chan£^,  in  their  report,  say,  <*it  had  ahready  begun  its 
ravages  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  with  every  indi- 
cation of  pervading  the  whole  country."  The  president 
says,  **  to  those  who  witnessed  its  ravages,  it  was  manifest 
that  a  continuance  of  the  pestilence  for  a  few  weeks 
longer  would  have  thrown  into  g^eat  confusion  the  pecu- 
niary affairs  of  the  country;"  and  the  committee  say, 
^"had  it  continued  as  it  began,  and  as  all  the  appearances 
in  July  warranted  the  belief  of  its  continuance,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  it  would  have  prostrated  all  commercial  cre- 
dit." By  the  experience  of  mankind,  the  fact  is  well  es- 
tablished, that  the  visitations  of  the  cholera,  at  any  parti- 
cular place,  are  of  short  duration.  Probably  no  instance 
can  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  disease,  in  Europe  or 
in  this  country,  in  which  it  has  raged  at  the  same  place 
during  the  space  of  two  months.  In  our  own  cities,  its 
visits  nave  generally  been  much  shorter.  To  send  to  Eu- 
rope for  relief  after  the  disease  had  appeared,  when  a  re- 
turn could  not  possibly  be  received  until  it  had  passed 
away,  would  seem  to  be  an  inadequate  means  of  provid- 
ing against  its  ravages.  In  point  of  fact,  during  the  months 
of  July  and  Augfust,  within  which  the  cholera  appeared 
and  disappeared  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  the  bank 
accommodations  were  actually  curtailed  at  these  points, 
in  the  former  city,  and  not  materially  extended  in  the 
latter;  nor  did  General  Cadwalader's  arrangement  enable 
the  bank  to  extend  its  business  until  the  1st  of  October, 
long  after  the  cholera  was  gone  from  both  cities. 

But  from  the  evidence  taken  by  the  committee,  and 
from  historical  data,  it  appears  that,  when  the  mission  to 
England  originated,  the  cholera  had  not  appeared  in 
either  Philadelphia  or  New  York. 

John  McKim,  Esq.,  a  director,  residing  at  Baltimore, 
in  his  testimony,  states  that,  at  the  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors,  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  the  dividend  of 
July,  1832,  <*the  mission  of  General  Cadwalader  was 
mentioned  at  the  board,  but  I  did  not  consider  the  men- 
tion of  it  official.  The  precise  object  of^his  mission  I  do 
not  think  was  mentioned.  I,  however,  understood  that  it 
bad  relation  to  the  three  per  cents." 

The  meetings  of  the  board  to  appoint  the  dividend 
committees,  to  which  the  non-resident  directors  of  the 
bank  are  called,  are  held,  the  committee  are  informed, 
on  the  Fridays  preceding  the  first  Mondays  in  July  and 
January;  and,  on  this  occasion,  that  Friday  came  on  the 
29th  of  June.  It  was,  therefore,  on  the  29th  of  June  that 
Mr.  McRim  heardthe  subject  of  this  mission  mentioned 
at  the  board. 

General  Cadwalader,  in  his  testimony,  says  the  subject 
was  mentioned  to  him  **  between  the  1st  and  lOtli  of  July, 
and  the  olnect  explained  to  be  a  postponement  of  the^ 
payment  of  tlie  three  per  cent,  stocks  to  the  extent  of 
about  five  millions  of  dollars." 

By  a  report  of  the  board  of  health  in  New  York,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  first  case  of  cholera  in  that  city  occurred 
on  the  2d  of  July;  and,  by  a  similar  report  of  the  board 
of  health  in  Philadelphia,  it  appears  that  the  disease  first 
broke  out  in  that  city  on  the  15th  or  16th  of  July.  As 
the  mission  to  England  had  been  projected  as  early  as 
the  29th  of  June,  and  General  Cadwamdcr  had  been  re- 
quested to  proceed  to  Europe  before  the  10th  of  July, 
and  the  object  explained  to  him,  it  is  obvious  that  the  ra- 
vages of  the  cholera  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  would 
not  have  weighed  upon  the  minds  of  the  president  or  ex- 
change committee  in  determining  on  the  mission,  or  on 
the  amount  of  payments  to  be  postponed.  It  is  true,  on 
the  18th  of  July,  when  General  Cadwalader's  instruc- 
tions were  given,  the  cholera  had  made  its  appearance  ir 
both  cities;  and  one  set  of  those  instructions  commences 
with  s:iying,  *Mhe  probability  of  the  spread  of  the  cholera 
may  occasion  great  embarrassment  and  distress  in  the 
community,  and  makes  it  expedient  for  the  bank  to  keep  it- 
•elf  in  an  attitude  to  afford  relief,"  &c.    Ncverthelesn,  it 


is  now  evident  that  the  cholera  was  not  the  moving  cause 
of  this  mission;  and  tt  is  remarkable  that  it  is  not  men- 
tioned in  General  Cadwalader's  private  instructions,  al- 
though in  that  document  he  is  told,  *  *  we  wish  the  ar- 
rangement should,  at  all  events,  be  made." 

As  to  the  third  reason  aasirned  for  the  postponement, 
there  seems  to  be  quite  as  little  ground  for  imputing  thia 
mission  to  a  prospect  of  having  to  make  advances  on  be- 
half of  the  Government.  It  appears  that,  in  a  conversa- 
tion between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  probably  about  the  1st  of  July  last, 
the  Secretary,  calculating  bis  means  closely,  concluded 
that  he  would  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  three  per  cent, 
stocks  by  the  close  of  1832;  but,  as,  in  so  close  a  calcu- 
lation, it  was  possible  there  might  be  a  trifling  deficiency 
of  funds  to  meet  the  payment  on  the  day  fixed  for  that 
purpose,  a  suggestion  was  made  that  probably^  the  bank 
would  be  wilhng  to  retain  the  certificates  which  it  was 
understood  to  control,  as  a^ent  for  some  of  the  stock- 
holders, a  few  days,  and  unttl  the  public  deposites  should 
be  sufficient  to  meet  them.  To  this  the  president  assent- 
ed. Mr.  Dickens,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, who  was  present  during  the  conversation,  gives 
the  following  account  of  it,  viz. 

*«  1  think  it  was  suggested  by  myself,  that  it  might  so 
happen  that  there  would  not  be  funds  quite  sufficient  in 
the  bank  on  the  duy  on  which  the  debt  would  be  payable, 
to  pay  it;  and  I  think  I  suggested,  at  the  same  time,  that, 
in  that  case,  the  bank  would  doubtless  be  willing  to  hold 
back  any  certificates  it  might  have  the  control  of  until 
funds  should  come  in.  There  was  no  formal  agreement, 
to  my  knowledge,  between  Mr.  McLauc  and  Mr.  Biddle 
upon  the  subject:  it  was  merely  a  conversation.  If  there 
had  been  a  probability  of  a  deficiency  of  fitnds,  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  have  issued  the  notice." 

It  waK,  therefore,  not  a  ])robability  of  deficiency  but 
a  mere  possibility,  which  induced  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  letter  of  the  19th  of  July,  after  inform- 
ing the  president  of  his  intention  to  give  notice  of  the 
payments  to  be  made  on  the  1st  of  October  and  January, 
to  add: 

«  This  has  been  done  with  the  understanding  had  be- 
tween us,  that,  if  it  should  happen  that  the  public  moneys 
ar^  insufficient  to  complete  those  payments,  the  bank  will 
delay  the  presentation  of  any  certificates  of  which  it  may 
have  the  control,  until  the  funds  are  sufficient  to  meet 
them,"  &c. 

In  his  reply,  dated  26th  July,  the  president  of  the 
bank  says,  <*the  bank  has  taken  tlie  necessary  steps  to 
obtain  the  control  of  a  considerable  portion  of  these  cer- 
tificatep,  and  will  ver)'  cheerfully  employ  it  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Government." 
If  the  president  alluded  to  General  Cadwalader's  mission, 
it  is  evident  that  he  totally  misunderstood  tlie  object  of 
the  Treasury  Department:  that  object  was  to  pay  off  the 
whole  three  per  cents,  in  January,  by  its  own  means  if 
it  should  possess  them;  and,  if  not,  the  bank  was  to  hold 
back,  for  a  few  days,  a  part  of  the  certificates  which  it 
controlled  as  agent,  until  the  revenue,  which  was  daily 
coming  into  the  bank,  shotild  he  sufficient  to  meet  them. 

It  is  now  alleged  that  the  president  of  the  bank  here 
alluded  to  General  Cadwalader's  mission.  But  tlie  result 
of  that  mission  was  not  **  to  obtain  the  control  of  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  these  certificates;"  but,  by  a  formal 
contract,  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Barings,  and 
other  stockholders,  until  October,  1833.  The  bank 
could  not,  therefore,  **  employ  it  in  such  manner  as  may 
best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Government,"  because, 
unless  it  wholly  disavowed  the  expected  action  of  its 
agent,  it  could  not  get  tlie  control  or  the  certificates,  or 
exercise  any  power  over  them,  for  a  whole  year.  What 
was  the  object  of  the  Government.^  It  was  to  pay  off  tlie 
whole  three  per  cent,  stocks  in  October,  1832,  and  Janu- 
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ary,  1833.  It  wm  expected  that  its  own  means  would 
be  sufficient  for  the  purpose;  but,  in  case  there  had  been 
a  snull  deficiency,  then  it  was  understood  that  the  bank 
would  hold  back  any  certificates  it  mi^ht  control  to  the 
amount  of  that  deficiency,  for  a  short  time,  and  until  the 
public  deposite  should  be  sufficient  to  meet  it.  No  aid 
was  expected  from  the  bank;  but  General  Csdwalader's 
arrangement,  by  detaining  the  certificates  to  tlie  amount 
of  four  or  five  millions  in  Europe  until  October,  1833,  was 
calculated  directly  to  defeat  the  Government,  even  in  the 
application  of  its  own  means.  No  one  deemed  it  possible 
there  could  be  a  deficiency  to  that  amount,  or  a  fourth 
part  of  it. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  allusion  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  understanding  between  himself  and  the 
bank  was  contained  in  a  letter  dated  at  Washington,  on 
the  19th  July,  which  would  not  have  reached  Philadel- 
phia before  the  21st,  and  was  not  acknowledged  until  the 
26th.  fiy  Mr.  McRim's  testimony,  it  appears  that  Gene- 
ral Gadwaladci^'s  mission  had  been  projected  as  early  as 
the  29th  June;  had  been  spoken  to,  and  the  object  ex- 
plained before  the  10th  July;  had  received  his  instru^c- 
tions  on  the  18th,  and  suled  for  Europe  on  the  20th.  He 
says  himself,  in  his  testimony, «  at  the  time  1  was  appoint- 
ed to  proceed  to  Europe,  no  notice  had  been  issued  by 
the  treasury  of  the  intention  to  pay  the  three  per  cents., 
nor  was  it  then  known  whether  that  stock  was  to  be  re- 
imbursed in  whole  or  in  part."  Is  it  possible,  then, 
that  the  object  of  his  mission  was  to  provide  against  any 
possible  deficiency  which  might  be  produced  b^  the  re- 
imbursement of  that  stocks  It  was  not  mentioned  in 
either  set  of  Greneral  Cadwalader's  instructions;  nor  in 
the  letter  of  tlic  president  of  the  bank  to  the  Barings  in- 
troducing him;  nor  in  his  letter  to  General  Cadwalader 
upon  the  receipt  of  tlie  Secretary's  letter  of  the  19th 
July;  nor  in  his  tetter  to  the  Barings,  of  the  15th  of  Oc- 
tober, disavowing  and  proposing  to  change  the  arrange- 
ment; nor  in  his  letter  to  the  same,  of  the  19th  and  31st  of 
October;  nor  in  any  other  letter  or  paper  in  this  corre- 
spondence. 

Nor  does  the  President  of  the  bank,  in  his  letter  to  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  27th  October,  giving  tlie 
reasons  and  results  of  General  Cadwalader's  mission  to 
England,  make  the  slightest  allusion  to  any  unde stand- 
ing with  him,  or  any  probable  deficiency  in  the  treasury, 
as  having  been  one  of  the  inducements  to  that  measure. 
On  the  contrary,  l;e  declares  tliat  the  whole  fund  of  five  mil- 
lions provided  by  the  arrangement  with  the  Barings,  was 
set  apart  to  g^rd  against  the  contingencies  of  the  cliolera. 
He  says,  tlie  appearance  of  that  disease  made  it  «  the  im- 
perious duty"  of  the  bank  **  to  husband  its  means,  in  or- 
der to  interpose,  if  necessary,  for  the  relief  of  the  com- 
munity. It  was  determined,  therefore,  to  reserve  five 
millions  of  dollars  for  that  purpose;  and,  accordingly,  the 
foreign  holders  of  the  tliree  per  cents.,  to  that  amount, 
principally  represented  by  the  bank  as  their  agent,  were 
invited  to  leave  the  fund  with  the  bank  a  few  months, 
&c. ;  and,  as  if  he  was  anxious  to  convince  tlie  Secretary 
tJiat  it  was  the  cholera,  and  nothing  but  the  cholera, 
which  had  produced  the  contract  with  the  Barings,  he 
says,  in  conclusion,  "that  aiTangement,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, was  a  precautionary  measure  to  enable  the  institu- 
tion to  mitigate  the  severity  of  a  great  disaster;  and,  when 
the  country  was  happily  relieved  from  it,  the  means  the 
bank  had  provided  for  the  occasion,  were  applied  to  their 
appropriate  objects."  When  the  bank,  as  late  as  the 
27th  October  last,  has  thus  declared  that  the  fund  pro- 
vided by  the  mission  to  Europe  was  solely  intended  to 
guard  against  the  efi'ects  of  the  cholera,  and,  that  danger 
having  passed  away,  had  already  been  applied  to  other 
objects,  without  the  slightest  regard  to  the  condition  of 
the  treasury,  how  can  it  now  allege  that  it  was  negotiated 
to  meet  a  probable  deficiency  of  public  funds  ou  the  Ist 


of  the  succeeding  January?  The  declarations  of  the 
president  of  the  oank,  then,  and  of  the  exchange  com- 
mittee, now,  are  wholly  incompatible.  Even  now  the 
members  of  the  exchange  committee,  in  their  evidence, 
declare  that  the  Government  had  no  interest  in  this  mis- 


sion. 


(( 


Mr.  Bevan,  chairman  of  the  exchange  committee,  says, 

I  presume  the  Government  was  not  so  informed  [of 
General  C.'s  mission  to  Europe,]  because  his  misaon  was 
not  designed  to  interfere  wiui  any  rights  or  interests  of 
the  Government."  Again:  "As it  involved  no  special 
interest  of  the  Government,  I  conceive  they  had  no  more 
right  to  be  consulted  in  relation  to  it  than  any  other 
stockholder." 

On  no  other  ground  can  tlie  concealment  observed  to- 
wards the  Government  be  at  all  palliated.  The  bank  did 
not  consult  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  to  know  whe- 
ther it  would  be  agreeable  to  him  that  the  possible  defi- 
ciency in  the  treasury  should  be  guarded  ag^nst,  by 
postponing  the  payment  of  five  millions  of  the  three  per 
cents,  a  whole  year.  If  it  had,  and  he  had  thought  such 
a  postponement  necessary,  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
replied,  that  he  would  effect  it  himself,  by  not  giving  no- 
tice of  payment  until  that  ^  time,  and  would  not  put  the 
bank  to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  sending  an  agent  to 
Europe  to  effect  the  object  privately.  But  the  wbole 
matter  was  concealed  from  him.  So  well  did  the  agent 
understand  that  concealment  was  expected,  that  he  re- 
quested the  Barings  not  to  pubUsh  or  even  print  their 
circular  to  the  stockholders.  In  his  letter  of  the  25th 
August,  enclosing  copies  of  the  contract  and  the  circular, 
he  says,  **I  requested  that  the  letter  should  not  be  pub- 
lished, but  specially  directed  as  a  private  letter,  in  manu- 
script, and  signed  by  the  house,"  appears  not  to  have 
been  published  in  Europe,  but,  by  some  means,,  it  found 
its  way  into  the  New  York  papers  about  the  11th  or  12th 
October.  The  publication  of  this  paper,  contrary  to  the 
design  of  tlie  b^k,  appears  to  have  g^ven  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  his  first  information  relative  to  the 
objects  of  General  Ciidwaladcr's  mission  to  Europe,  and 
led  to  the  explanations  contuned  in  the  letter  of  the  pre- 
sident,  dated  27th  October.  The  account  therein  given 
of  the  arrangement  made  with  and  tlirough  the  Baiings, 
was,  to  say  the  least,  imperfect  and  unsatisfactory.  He 
says  that  certain  foreign  stockholders  *<  were  invited  to 
leave  the  fund  with  the  bank  for  a  few  months  afler  the 
payment  by  the  Government,  receiving  from  the  bank 
the  same  rate  of  interest;"  when,  in  fict,  there  was  a  for- 
mal  agreement  with  them  that  they  should  retain  their 
certificates,  and  not  come  forward  for  payment  until  Oc- 
tober, 1833;  and  General  Cadwalader's  private  instruc- 
tions show  that  he  was  authorized  to  allow  an  interest 
*<  as  high  as  four  per  cent.,  or  even  four  and  a  half,  in- 
cluding all  commissions;"  and  on  the  purchased  stock,  at 
least,  actually  did  allow  four  per  cent,  and  a  commission 
of  a  half  percent. 

The  president  of  the  bank  did,  indeed,  say:  '<  Presum- 
ing that  it  may  interest  you,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
correspondence  on  the  subiect  of  the  three  per  cents.;*' 
yet  the  coiTespondence  enclosed  was  only  his  letter  to  the 
Uaringps,  of  17th  July  one  set  of  General  Cadwalader's 
instructions,  dated  18th  July;  his  letters  to  the  Barings, 
dated  15th  and  19th  October;  and  his  letter  to  the  cashier 
of  the  New  York  branch,  dated  2d  October.    But  the 
private  instructions  of  General  Cadwalader,  dated  IStfa 
July;  his  letters  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  of  the  I6tit, 
22d,  25th,  and  30th  August,  and  6U1  and  14th  Septcm* 
ber,  and  the  letters  of  the  Baring^  dated  22d  and  30th 
August,  and  6th  September,  together  with  the  contract 
itself,  most  of  which  are  essentia]  to  a  full  understand- 
ing of  the  subject,  were  witlihcld.     Upon  a  request  of  the 
Secretary,  dated  31st  October,  the  president  of  the  bank 
sent  the  four  papers  last  referred  to,  and  volunteered  a 
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copy  of  his  letter  to  the  Barings,  dated  Slst  October; 
but  none  of  the  other  correspondence  appears  ever  to 
have  been  communicated  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

If  this  affair  had  been  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Government,  in  consequence  of  an  understanding  with 
the  Treasury  Department,  is  it  credible  that  its  origin, 
progress,  and  result,  would  have  been  at  first  so  carefully 
concealed,  and  afterwards  so  reluctantly,  and  at  last  so 
imperfectly  communicated  to  the  head  of  that  department? 

Mr.  Dickens  states,  in  his  testimony,  that  **  if  there  had 
been  a  probability  of  a  deficiency  of  funds,  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  nave  issued  the  notice."  In  fact,  there 
was  no  deficiency.  The  accompanying  statement  of  the 
treasurer  shows  that,  on  the  Ist  of  October  last,  afler  de- 
ducting the  whole  amount  set  apart  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  advertised  for  that  day,  the  deposites  of  pub- 
lic officers,  and  aU  outstanding  warrants,  he  had  leic  an 
available  balance,  subject  to  draf^  of  $3,322,793,  and,  on 
the  Ist  of  January,  $730,217.  The  mpnthly  statements 
of  the  bank,  show  an  aggregate  amount  of  public  funds  in 
bank  on  the  1st  of  October,  under  the  heads  of  treasurer 
deposite,  deposites  of  public  officers,  and  redemption  of 
public  debt,  of  $13,661,193,  and  on  the  1st  of  Januaxy, 
$12,752,543. 

On  the  whole,-  it  is  impossible  tu  make  any  thing  more 
plain  than  that  it  was  not  any  probable  deficiency  in  the 
treasury  which,  in  any  degree,  tended  to  produce  General 
Cadwalader's  mission  to  Europe.  In  its  result  it  thwart- 
ed the  most  cherished  object  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  was  promptly  to  apply  its  means  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt;  and  the  bank,  to  meet  this  desire  of  the  trea- 
sury, has  been  engaged,  since  the  15th  of  October,  in  un- 
doing the  work  of  its  agent.  The  attempt,  therefore,  to 
throw  any  part  of  the  responsibility  of  this  transaction 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  totally  unfounded, 
and  most  unwarrantable. 

As  the  Treasury  Department  had  no  agency  in  this  trans- 
action, the  alleged  analogy  witli  a  case  which  occurred 
in  1819  entirely  fails.  The  advance  then  agreed  to  be 
made,  on  the  part  of  the  hank,  was  expressly  requested 
by  the  Secretary  of  ttie  Treasury. 

If  further  reasons  were  wanting  to  prove  tliat  it  was 
neither  the  cholera  nor  the  treasury  which  g^ve  occasion 
for  General  Cadwalader's  mission  to  Europe,  they  may 
be  found  in  the  date  of  the  authority  under  which  it  was 
instituted.  The  committee  of  exchange  refer,  for  their 
authority,  to  a  resolution  adopted  on  the  13lh  March, 
1832,  in  the  following  words,,  viz. 

<*  ResolDedf  That  the  subject  of  the  communication  just 
made  by  the  President,  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
exchange,  with  autliority  to  make,  on  behalf  of  the  bank, 
whatever  arrangements  with  the  holders  of  the  three  per 
cent,  stocks  of  the  United  States  may,  in  their  opinion, 
best  promote  the  convenience  of  the  public,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  this  institution.''  The  *'  communication"  then 
«  just  made,"  could  not  have  referred  to  the  cholera,  for 
that  scourge  had  not  then  appeared  on  tlie  American  con- 
tinent; nor  could  it  have  alluded  to  the  understanding 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  that  occurred 
long  afterwards^  Those  topics,  therefore,  constitute  no 
part  of  the  reasens  of  the  board  for  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion, and  form  no  part  of  the  •^subject"  referred  to  the 
exchange  committee^  The  resolution  wa&  adopted  for 
other  reasons — reasons  which,  according  to  the  testimo- 
ny of  Mr.  Devan,  induced  the  board  to  give  the  commit- 
tee power  **  to  go  to  any  extent  that  mieht  be  necessary, 
not  %ve  millions  alone,  but  ten  millions. ''  The  committee 
did,  for  those  reasons,  commence  a  negotiation  forthwith 
with  Mr.  Ludlow  for  the  postponement,  for  one  year  or 
more,  of  about  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  with  another  individual  for  about  one  million  dol- 
lars. Hence  it  appears  that  there  were  reasons  for  giv- 
ing authori*y  to  postpone  ten  millions^  and  that  an  effort 
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was  actually  made  to  postpone  near  three  millions,  long 
before  the  reasons,,  now  so  strenuously  urged,  could  have 
had  existence^  And  did  the  exchange  committee  think 
it  right,,  afler  having  acquired  power  for  one  purpose,  to 
exercise  it  for  another,  without  recurrence  to  the  source 
of  their  authority?  If  the  reasons  of  the  board  which  in- 
duced them  to  confer  the  power  had  ceased  to  exist,  did 
they  think  it  right  to  exercise  it  for  reasons  of  their  own? 
We  cannot  suppose  them  capable  of  so  thinking,  or  so 
acting.  We  must  suppose  that  the  resolution  was  exe-. 
cuted  with  the  same  motive  that  it  was  adopted,  and  that 
the  cholera  and  the  treasury  had  as  little  to  do  with  its 
execution  as  with  its  adoption. 

Indeed  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Ludlow,  which 
was  commenced  on  the  13th  of  March,  was  continued 
:until  the  23d  of  July,  af\er  General  Cadwalader  had  sailed 
for  Europe;  and  the  arrangement  proposed  as  early  as 
liiarch  in  the  United  States,  was  consummated  on  the  l3tU 
of  September,  in  Europe,  by  his  supplemental  ap-ee- 
ment  with  the  Dutch  stockholders^  The  propositions 
interchanged  in  this  correspondence  show,  that  the  ex- 
change committee,  or  the  president  of  the  bank,  found 
i*easons  in  executing  the  resolution  of  the  13th  of  March, 
long  before  the  cholera  made  its  appearance,  or  a  possi-. 
ble  deficiency  in  the  treasury  was  suggested,  to  such  a 
postponement  of  payment  of  a  large  amount  of  the  three 
per  cent,  stocks  for  an  entire  year,  or  such  longer  period 
as  might  be  agreeable  to  the  parties,  permitting  the 
holders  thereof,  in  the  mean  time,  to  retain  theur  cer- 
tificates. 

It  may,  however,  well  be  doubted,  after  reading  the 
annexed  testimony,  whether  the  resolution  of  the  13th  of 
March  did  confer,  or  was  intended  to  confer,  on  the  ex- 
change committee  any  authority  for  the  steps  taken  by 
them.  It  appears  to  have  been  understood  very  differ- 
ently, as  well  by  those  who  adopted  it  as  by  those  who 
aoted  under  it. 

Mr.  Sullivan,,  a  direotor,.  states,,  tliat  he  understood  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  that  the  resolution  only  autho- 
rized the  exchange  committee  to  negotiate  with  theag^nt 
in  thia  country,  of  certain  foreign  stockholders,  for  anti- 
cipating the  payment  of  about  $1,700,000  of  stock  held 
by  them$  and  says  **  the  board  did  not  confer  the  power 
on  the  exchange  committee  to  make  such  an  arrange- 
ment, as  I  understood  it." 

Mr..  Willing  testified  that  he  understood  the  resolution 
as  authorizing  the  committee  <<to  obtain  a  postponement 
with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury  Department." 

Mr.  Bevan,  one  of  the  exchange  committee,  to  whom 
the  execution  of  the  resolution  waa  entrusted,  testifies 
that  « the  object  [of  the  resolution]  was,  if  it  should  be 
necessary,  to  defer  the  payment  of  a  portion  [of  the  three 
per  cents.]  but  not  the  certificatest  the  holders  of  the 
certificates  to  surrender  them  up  to  the  Government, 
and  to  take  the  bank  instead  of  the  Government  for 
debtor." 

Mr.  Eyre,  another  of  the  exchange  committee,  testifies 
that  ^<the  resolution  itself  gave  sufficient  authority  to  the 
excliange  committee  to  make  all  the  arrangements  the 
committee  did  make." 

General  Cadwalader,  the  agent  sent  to  Europe,  proved, 
by  his  acts,  that  he  considered  it  as  authorizing  the  com« 
mittee  to  purchase  stocks,  as  well  as  negotiate  for  a  post- 
ponement of  payment. 

A  resolution  which  was  thus  understood  five  different 
ways  by  those  who  adopted  it,  and  were  entrusted  with 
its  execution,  must,  for  any  purpose,  be  considered  as 
very  doubtful  authority.  For  the  purpose  to  which  it 
was  applied,  it  could  constitute  no  authority;  for  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  themselves  could  not  rightfully  make 
an  arrangement  with  the  public  creditors,  the  effect  of 
which  sliould  be  to  thwart  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  prevent,  for  a  whole  yeari  the  application  to  the 
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payment  of  the  public  debt  of  the  public  funds  which 


were  in  bank,  and  had  been  set  apart  tbr  that  purpose. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that,  in  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion, the  board  of  directors  conceived  that  they  were  au- 
Ihorizingy  or  did  in  fact  authorize,  the  propositions  made 
by  the  president  of  the  bank  to  Mr.  Ludlow,  or  cither 
branch  of  the  arrangement  negotiated  by  General  Cad- 
walader.  If  the  committee  were  doing  no  more  than  the 
board  authorized,  why  were  their  proceedings  so  care- 
fully concealed  from  the  board? 

Mr.  Cadwalader  testifies:  « I  understood  the  business 
to  be  secret  between  the  president,  the  committee,  and 
myself,  only  until  the  period  of  its  completion.*' 

Mr.  Lippincott  testifies:  <<I  had  no  Knowledge  off  the 
appointment  of  General  Cadwalader."  Ag^in:  "The 
directors  frequently  conversed  upon  the  subject,  but 
what  I  leaiiiea  was  probably  as  much  from  out-door  as  in- 
door conversation.  As  to  the  date,  I  think  it  was  about 
the  time  of  the  appearance  of  the  circular  of  the  Barings 
in  a  New  York  paper,  which  was  about  the  11th  or  12th 
of  October;  I  do  not  remember  that  it  was  spoken  of 
earlier.*'  Again:  «*  It  was  not  officially  made  known  to 
the  board  of  directors  till  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  January 
last." 

Mr.  Sullivan  testifies  "  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
General  Cadwalader's  agency;  that  he  constantly  attended 
the  board,  and  that  his  arrangement  was  not  submitted  to 
the  board,  while  he  was  present,  until  the  29th  of  January 
ultimo,  when  the  report  of  the  e:tchangc  committee  was 
laid  before  the  board  of  directors." 

Mr.  Willmg,  a  director,  testifies:  "I  knew  nothing  of 
the  precise  objects  of  General  Cadwalader's  mission,  till 
it  was  suggested  to  me,  out  of  doors,  that  it  related  to 
the  three  per  cents."  Again:  **  The  proceedings  of  the 
exchange  committee  did  not  come  to  my  knowledge  offi- 
*  cially  until  January  last." 

Mr.  Bevan,  a  director,  and  member  of  the  exchange 
committee,  testifies,  that,  '*as  it  respects  the  board  of 
directors,  it  was  understood,  when  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  exchange  committee,  that,  as  it  involved 
business  somewhat  of  a  nature  necessary  to  be  kept  se- 
cret, and,  as  is  usual,  it  is  not  expected  that  such  com- 
mittee report  until  the  conclusion  of  the  business  re- 
ferred to  it." 

Mr.  McElderr}',  a  director,  testifies:  "  I  knew  nothing 
of  General  Cadwalader's  mission,  or  the  objects  of  it,  in 
July  last:  it  was  not  mentioned  at  the  board  at  any  meet- 
ing at  which  I  was  present.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of 
it,  was  the  appearance  of  the  circular  of  the  Barings  in 
the  New  York  papers,  upon  the  subject  of  deferring  the 
three  per  cents,  held  abroad." 

On  the  27th  of  July,  Mr.  Eyre,  from  the  committee  on 
the  offices,  being  also,  as  well  as  the  president  of  the 
bank,  a  member  of  the  exchange  committee,  made  a  re- 
port to  the  board  of  director?,  in  which,  afler  alluding  to 
the  fact,  that,  between  this  time  and  the  1st  of  January 
next,  there  will  be  reimbursed  upwards  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  State?, 
proceeds  to  state,  **that  provision  for  these  payments 
must  be  made  by  the  bank  out  of  its  means,  now  em- 
ployed in  loans  to  the  community,"  concealing  from  the 
boai'd  the  fact,  that  the  president  and  committee  of  ex- 
change had  already  sent  an  agent  to  Europe  to  negotiate 
a  postponement  of  five  millions  of  those  payments  until 
October,  18o3. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  **the  president  laid  before 
the  board  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  three  per 
crnt.  stocks  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  off  on  the  1st 
of  October,  and  explained  the  situation  of  the  bank  and 
offices  in  relation  thereto,  showing  the  ample  resources 
which  have  been  accumulated  to  meet  the  payments,  at 
various  points,  by  means  of  the  policy  which  lias  been 
pursued  for  some  time  past,"  omitting  to  mention  that  he 


then  had  an  agent  in  Europe  negotiating  the  postpone- 


ment of  several  millions  of  those  very  payments  for  a 
whole  year. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  having  recdved  General  Cad- 
walader's letter  of  the  32d  of  August,  settiag  forth  the 
tenor  and  substance  of  the  agreement  witli  the  Barings, 
"  the  president  stated  to  the  board  that  the  committee 
on  the  offices,  under  the  authority  given  ^hem  on  the 
21st  ultimo,  in  consequence  of  the  strong  position  which 
the  bank  now  occupies,  had  deemed  it  advisable  to  mo- 
dify the  instructions  to  the  offices  at  Ltexington*  Louis- 
ville, St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  and  Pittsburgh,  as  to  allow 
them  to  check  freely  upon  the  bank,  as  heretofore,  and 
to  extend  their  purchases  in  domestic  bIUs{"  conc^Ing 
from  tlie  board  the  important  fact  that  he  then  had  in  his 
possession  the  substance  of  an  agreement  with  the  Bar- 
ings for  the  postponemeat  of  the  payment  of  five  millioni 
ofthe  public  debt,  which  alone,  as  he  afterwards  acknov- 
ledges  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
the  27th  of  October,  and  as  the  exchange  committee  re- 
peat in  their  report,  enabled  the  bank  to  adopt  this  re- 
laxation  of  its  polic}'. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  the  non-resident  directors 
having  been  specially  called  in  to  receive  io/brraation  of 
the  proceedings  and  situation  of  the  bank,  "  the  prc«- 
dent  explained,  in  detail,  the  course  of  the  opera^ons 
during  the  past  year,  and  tiie  instructions  under  which 
the  offices  are  now  acting,  accompanied  by  various  state- 
ments from  the  books  ofthe  bank,  showing  the  amount  of 
Its  investments  at  each  point,  and  their  gradual  diminu- 
tion, the  amount  of  its  circulation  and  specie,  and  the  pro- 
gress made  in  the  payment  ofthe  public  debt,"  &c.,  con- 
cealing this  most  important  operation,  the  arrangement 
with  the  Barings,  and  other  foreign  holders  of  Ute  public 
debt,  then  unrescinded,  which  had  confessedly  control- 
led the  course  of  the  bank  from  the  first  of  the  preceding 
month. 

The  first  information  in  relation  to  these  transactions, 
given  to  any  one  not  of  the  exchange  committee,  appears 
to  have  been  contained  in  some  statement  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  offices,  and  the  non-resident  directora,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  the  president 
to  the  board  on  the  20th  November.  Mr.  Willing  says: 
*'  The  first  official  information  I  had  was  in  November, 
at  the  meetuig  of  the  committee  on  the  offices  and  the 
nonresident  directors;  but  the  whole  of  it  was  not  de- 
tailed. It  was  not  till  January^  upon  the  receipt  of  tlie 
letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  [of  Ways  and 
Means,]  at  which  time  I  was  a  member  of  the  commiUee 
of  exchange,  that  I  became  possessed  of  a  full  know- 
ledge ofthe  whole  transaction." 

The  committee  on  the  offices,  in  their  report  in  No- 
vember, moke  no  mention  to  the  board  of  this  transsc- 
tion,  and  it  was  not  until  the  report,  drawn  from  the  ex- 
chlange  committee  by  a  letter  from  the  chairman  of  this 
committee,  that  any  communication  on  the  subject  vas 
made  to  the  board  of  directors.  And,  at  last,  the  second 
set  of  instructions  to  General  Cadwalader,  nwrkcd  pri- 
vate; the  letter  fixing  his  compensation;  all  his  letters 
from  Europe,  to  the  president  of  tlic  bank,  and  all  the 
Baring's  letters  written  since  the  6th"  September,  which 
documents  are  essential  to  a  full  understanding  of  the 
whole  subject,  appear  to  have  been  witlihcld  from  the 
board.  Why  is  this,  if  the  committee,  in  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, have  but  executed  the  resolution  of  the  13ih  of 
March? 

From  the  evidence  before  them,  the  committee  are 
compelled  to  conclude  that  the  members  of  the  exchange 
committee,  in  general,  have  been  as  little  informciV,  in 
relation  to  much  of  this  transaction,  as  the  other  direc- 
tors. 

In  their  report,  signed  Mattliew  L.  Bevan,  chairman, 
it  is  alleged  tliat  the  whole  stocks  purchased  and  delcrred 
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in  Europe,  throagh  General  Cadwalader's  arrangement, 
have  either  been  paid,  or  ample  meant  provided  for  their 
payment,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Barings.  Messrs. 
fie  van  and  Byre,  members  of  the  exchange  committee,  have 
testified  that  the  statements  contained  in  this  report  are 
true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief.  Mr.  Be- 
van  was  asked  by  the  committee  whether  **  the  amount 
of  the  three  per  cents.,  of  which  certificates  have  been 
presented,  was  paid  by  means  of  any  new  debt  contract- 
ed by  the  bank  for  that  purpose?" 

He  answered,  *<No;,  sir;  their  own  funds,  in  the  hands 
of  their  agents,  were  ample  to  meet  all  which  the  bank 
or  its  agents  had  purchased  or  deferred.''  In  answer  to 
another  question,  ne  says,  **  The  bank  has  paid,  out  of 
its  own  resources^  all  the  public  stock  which  has  been 
paid,  as  per  report  of  exchange  committee,  and  no 
part  of  which  have  I  any  knowle^e  of  being  finally  de- 
ferred. The  funds  of  the  bank  in  the  bands  of  the  agent 
in  Europe,  were  found  to  be  ample  to  meet  all  the  stock 
that  was  contemplated  to  be  deferred,  and  has  since  been 

Eaid,  or  directed  to  be  paid,  out  of  tibose  funds  in  the 
ands  of  its  ag«nts  in  Europe;  and,  as  far  as  I  know  and 
believe,  there  is  not  one  dollar  now  due  to  any  body  on 
account  of  the  stock  originally  contemplated  to  be  de- 
ferred. "  Again,  he  testifi es :  « « I  have  no  knowledge  that 
any'  of  the  European  holders  have  consented  to  deter  any 
part,  but  am  of  opinion  that  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
Barings  have  been  applied  to  the  entire  extinguishment 
of  all  the  certificates  which  have  been  transmitted,  through 
their  hands,  to  the  bank;  and  that,  so  far  as  the  said  cer- 
tificates and  powers  have  been  receive<j^  they  have  sim- 
ply gone  to  the  credit  of  the  Barings  agunst  the  funds 
belonging  to  the  bank  in  their  hands." 

Mr.  Willing,  another  member  of  the  exchange  com- 
mittee, on  being  asked  whether  these  certificates  were 
paid  off  by  contracting  a  new  debt  in  Europe,  testifies: 
*'  Not  that  I  know  of,  or  believe.  The  bank  uoes  not  owe 
•  farthing,  I  believe,  in  Europe." 

Now,  the  correspondence  of  the  bank  with  the  Barings, 
a  large  portion  of  which  was  on  hand  before  this  testi- 
mony was  given,  or  the  report  of  the  exchange  commit- 
tee drawn  up,  clearly  shows  that  many  of  the  holders  of 
the  deferred  stock  have  agreed  with  the  bank  or  its  pre- 
sident to  surrender  their  certificates  to  the  bank  without 
receiving  payments-taking,  in  Itea  thereof,  a  credit  for 
the  amount  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  bearing  interest, 
and  not  to  be  paid  to  them  by  the  bank  until  October, 
1833.  l*he  new  debt  in  Europe,  as  shown  by  this  cor- 
respondence, already  amounts  to  $1,428,974  54,  and  will 
probably  be  increased  to  more  than  two  millions.  Now, 
it  is  impossible  that  these  witnesses  could  have  seen  this 
correspondence,  or  known  any  thing  of  it,  when  they  gave 
their  testimony. 

In  pursuance  of  the  proposition  of  the  president  of  tlie 
bank,  contained  in  his  letter  to  the  Barings,  of  the  15th 
October,  to  alter  the  arrangement  in  relation  to  the  de- 
ferred stock,  the  Barings  issued  a  circular  to  the  holders, 
inviting  them  to  forward  their  certificates^  and  adding — 

•*  We  trust  it  will  not  he  inconvenient  to  you  to  comply 
witli  this  favor,  in  which  case  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
your  certificates,  with  the  necessary  power  of  attorney, 
upon  our  giving  vou  the  usual  letter,  stating  that  we  have 
received  them  for  transmission,  and  engaging  to  obtain 
for  you  an  acknowledgment  from  the  bank,  that  the 
amount  has  been  passed  to  your  credit  on  its  books,  and 
will  be  either  held  at  your  disposal,  or  remitted  in  a  bill 
at  the  usual  time,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  up  to 
which  time  it  engages  to  remit  the  interest,  as  before  it 
was  reimbursed." 

In  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  the  Barings,  ad- 
verting to  the  circuUr,  and  other  measures  taken  by 
them,  proceed  to  say: 

<*  To  such  parties  as  require  it,  we  give  the  guarantee 


of  our  house  for  the  fiuthful  performance  of  the  present 
agreement,  and  we  likewise  assure  all,  that  the  letter  or 
document  from  the  bank,  stating  that  the  amount  of  their 
certificates  *is  carried  to  their  credit,  and  that  interest  will 
be  paid  them  until  the  reimbursement  of  the  capital,  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1833,  shall  be  delivered  to  them  here 
free  of  expense." 

In  the  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  accompanying 
the  cbrcular,  they  send  the  names  of  stockholders,  and 
the  stock  tlien  arrange,  under  this  new  agpreement, 
amounting  to  ^0,363  58.  On  the  14th  of  January  last, 
the  cashier  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  these  certificates, 
and  says  they  are  **  passed  to  their  respective  credits,  as 
per  enclosed  acknowledgment."  He  then  adds,  "the 
several  certificates,  as  they  are  received,  will  be  credited 
in  like  manner,  to  the  respective  holders,  who  will  be 
duly  advised  separately." 

On  the  6th  of  December,  the  Barings  remitted  other 
certificates,  to  the  amount  of  ^4^730  31,  stating  tliat  the 
holders  '*  wish  their  capital  to  remain  with  the.  institution 
until  the  1st  of  October,  1833."  In  like  manner,  re- 
mittances have  been  made  by  them  to  the  amount  of 
$1,428,974  54  of  the  deferred  stock,  leaving  0918,381  98 
not  yet  heard  from. 

By  the  acknowledgment  of  the  cashiert  it  appears  that 
the  terms  of  this  new  arrangement,  and  at  least  one  re- 
mittance of  certificates  in  pursuance  of  it,  was  received 
as  early  as  the  14th  of  January  last  But  it  is  impossible 
that  it  could  have  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Bevan  or 
Mr.  Willing,  of  the  exchange  committee.  If  it  had  been, 
they  would  not  have  testi&d  so  positively  that  no  new 
debt  had  been  contracted  in  Europe  to  pay  these  certifi- 
cates; "  that  there  is  not  one  dollar  now  due  to  any  body 
on  account  of  tiie  stock  originally  contemplated  to  be 
deferred;"  that,  *<the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Baring^ 
have  been  appUed  to  the  entire  extinguishment  of  all  the 
certificates  which  have  been  transmitted  through  their 
hands  to  the  bank;"  and  that  **  the  bank  does  not  owe  a 
farthing  in  Europe."  The  fiict  being  clearly  established 
by  this  correspondence,  that  a  new  debt  has  been  created 
by  the  bank,  we  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
correspondence  has  never  been  submitted  to  the  exchange 
committee,  and  that  they  are  wholly  uninformed  in  rela- 
tion to  this  important  transaction,  Uiough  done  in  their 
name. 

Nor  could  they  have  had  the  slif^htest  knowledge  of, 
and  much  less  seen,  the  letter  of  the  president  of  the 
bank  to  the  Barings,  dated  the  15tb  or  January,  1833, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  llieir  letters  of  the  6th, 
14th,  22d,  and  29tli  of  November,  thanking  them  for 
their  **  zeal  and  judgment"  in  arranging  the  anairs  of  the 
bank,  and  concluding,  by  observing,  *<  it  remains  for  us 
only  to  hope  that  ^ou  may  be  able  to  close  tlic  arrange- 
ment, by  transmitting  the  certificates  at  an  early  day," 
although  the  president  is  but  a  member  of  the  committee, 
and  not  its  chaiirman. 

Conclusive  as  this  is,  there  is  further  evidence  that  the 
exchangje  committee  are  not  consulted  in  relation  to  the 
transactions  done  in  their  name. 

Mr.  Bevan  says,  in  his  testimony,  « I  do  most  respect- 
fully deny  any  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  exchange 
committee,  to  protract  or  delay  the  payment  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  bevond  that  directly  and  expressly 
agreed  with  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
from  July  to  October;  and  that  the  contemplated  defer- 
ment was,  that  the  bank  alone  should  become  responsible 
to  the  European  holders  of  the  three  per  cent,  stocks; 
and,  so  far  from  delaying  the  presentation  of  the  certifi- 
cates, they  have  been  Imtened  by  the  interference  of  tlie 
ag^nt  of  the  bank  in  Europe,  and  will  be  in  possession  of 
the  Government  earlier  than  they  would  otherwise  have 
been." 

The  president  of  the  bank,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Ludlow, 
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dated  the  19th  of  March,  1833,  made  a  proposition,  on 
behalf  of  the  exchange  committee,  looking  to  the  reten- 
tion of  the  certificates  by  the  stockholders,  until  1833,  or 
a  longer  period.  This  letter  could  not  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  exchange  committee,  or  Mr.  Bevan  would 
have  objected  to  it. 

It  is  not  denied  that  General  Cadwalader  was  authoriz- 
ed, in  his  negotiation,  to  admit  a  stipulation  for  the  re- 
tention of  the  certificates  by  the  stockholders,  which,  as 
the  correspondsnce  with  the  Barinpfs  shows,  was  essential 
to  business,  and  has  never  been  disavowed;  yet  this  sub- 
ject could  never  have  been  submitted  to  the  exchange 
committee,  or  Mr.  Bevan  would  have  opposed  it. 

In  his  letter  to  the  Barings,  of  the  19th  of  October,  the 
president  proposed,  in  -case  of  any  difficulty,  that  the 
certificates  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Stock- 
holders; but  this  letter  could  not  have  been  submitted  to 
the  exchange  committee,  or  Mr.  Bevan  would  have  ob- 
jected to  it. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Bevah's  evidence  conclusively  proves,  that 
he  never  approved  any  part  of  the  first  arrangement,  and 
is  wholly  uninformed  as  to  the  second.  Although  chair- 
roan  and  organ  of  the  committee,  its  correspondence  is 
not  submitted  to  him,  and  some  of  its  most  important  acts 
are  done  without  consulting  him,  and  much  less  the  other 
members. 

Indeed,  it  seems  that  the  exchange  committee  them- 
selves consider  the  president  of  the  bank  aa concentrating 
in  his  hands  their  wnole  power.  Mr.  Eyre,  a  member  of 
tiiat  committee,  on  being  asked  why  the  disavowal  of 
General  Cadwalader's  arrangement  was  deferred  until 
the  15ih  of  October,  when  his  letter,  communicating  its 
substance,  was  received  about  the  1st,  replied: 

**  I  cannot  answer  this  question  further  than  saying, 
the  first  time  I  saw  the  letter  of  General  Cadwalader,  I 
disavowed  it;  whether  that  was  immediately  on  its  arrival, 
or  some  time  afterwards,  I  cannot  now  say,  as  I  was  fre- 
quently absent  about  that  period.  After  the  president 
received  the  agreement  from  the  Barings  he  disavowed 
it,  as  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  15th  of  October  to  the 
Barings." 

Hence  it  would  seem  that  the  exchange  committee  had 
little  to  do  in  making  the  agreement  or  disavowing  it;  and 
that  they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  second  agreement,  is 
fully  proved  by  their  own  testimony. 

It  is,  then,  well  established,  b^  the  evidence,  that  it  was 
not  the  accommodation  of  the  importing  merchants,  nor 
any  probable  deficiency  in  the  treasury,  nor  the  appear- 
ance of  the  cholera,  which  produced  the  resolution  of 
the  l3th  of  March,  the  negotiation  with  Mr.  Ludlow,  the 
application  to  the  Government  for  a  postponement  of  the 
contempUted  payment  of  the  public  debt,  from  July  to 
October;  the  mission  to  England;  the  contract  with  the 
Barings,  and  the  final  arrangement  with  a  portion  of  the 
foreign  holders  of  the  three  per  cents.,  by  which  tliey 
have  agreed  to  take  the  bank  for  their  debtor,  and  wait 
for  payment  until  October,  1833.  For  the  true  reason 
for  this  train  of  measures,  all  tending  to  the  same  end, 
we  must  look  to  other  quarters,  and  we  shall  find  it  iu 


77ie  condUwn  qfthe  Bank, 

There  had  been,  within  a  short  period,  an  extension  in 
the  business  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  perhaps 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  banking  institutions.  The 
aggreg.ite  debt  due  the  bank  at  the  periods  named  was  as 
follows,  viz. 

1829,  December  31,       -  -  -  $40,216,530 

1830,  December  31,      -  -  -    42,402,304 

1831,  March  31,  -  -  -  47,164,101 
June  30,  -  -  -  55,143,739 
September  30,  -  -  -  57,849,720 
October  31,  .  -  -  60,101,373 
December  31,     -            -  -    63,026,452 


«« 
cc 


Here  was  an  extension  of  loans  by  the  bank,  in  the  year 
1831,  of  20,622,148dolUrs,  beingan  advance  of  aboutSO 
per  cent,  upon  its  accommodation,  in  a  single  year.  Dur- 
ing the  same  time  its  circulation  had  increased  1,067,838 
dollars,  or  about  27  per  cent. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  tlie  year,  the  bank  began  to 
experience  a  pressure.  On  the  1st  October,  the  Giovem- 
ment,  having  then  in  bank  a  deponte  of  9, 513, 434  dollars, 
advertised  its  intention  to  pay  oflT  six  millions  of  the  public 
debt  on  the  first  of  the  succeeding  January.  The  bank, 
on  the  7th  of  that  month,  issued  a  circular,  requesting  all 
their  branches  to  **'  throw,  as  early  as  possible,  a  ku-ge 
amount  of  available  means  into  our  hands  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  York.** 

During  the  balance  of  the  year,  the  bank  was  steadily 
urging  this  policy  on  its  various  branches;  and  yet,  during 
the  months  of  October,  November,  and  Decenaft>er,  the 
discounts  of  the  mstitution  were  extended  about  three 
millions  of  dollars. 

We  have  seen  that,  as  early  as  the  24th  December,  the 
bank  anticipated  that  it  would  not  have  the  use  of  any 
considerable  amount  of  Government  deposites  durinf  the 
year  1832;  and,  on  the  20th  and  2l8t  January,  so  inform- 
ed  many  of  its  branches.    In  a  letter  to  the  Savannah 
branch,  on  the  19th  January,  it  is  asserted,  that  "  the  state 
of  the  monej  market,  combined  with  the  demands  of  the 
pubfic  creditors,**  ••  occasion  more  pressure  upon  cur  re- 
sources than  is  comfortable.'*    In  a  letter  to  the  Ridi- 
mond  branch,  of  the  same  date,  it  b  stated,  that « the  new 
orders  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  about  one  and  three-quar- 
ter millions  to  the  public  creditors  on  the  1st  day  of  April, 
renders  it  desirable  that  New  York  and  Philadelphis, 
where  nine-tenths  of  that  amount  is  to  be  redeemed, 
should  continue  to  be  reinforced."    In  the  letters  of  the 
20th  and  21st  January,  to  the  branches  at  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,   Pittsburg,  Natchez,   Mobile,  and  Nashville, 
they  are  urged  to  restrict  their  bunness,  to  convert  their 
accommodation  loans  into  domestic  bills,  to  send  on  rein- 
forcements, and  strengthen  the  principal  bank.  Through- 
out the  month  of  February,  the  branches  were  urged  not 
to  extend,  but  to  curtail  their  discounts;  and  those  in  the 
West  were  directed  so  to  shape  their  business,  as  to  throw 
into  the  New  Orleans  branch  the  means  of  aiding  the  prin- 
cipal bank.     A  letter  to  the  Nashville  branch,  dated  14tli 
February,  1832,  thus  conckides:  "  I  take  it  for  granted 
that,  as  the  season  advances,  you  will  have  shortened  the 
terms  of  your  bills  on  New  Orleans,  so  as  to  throw  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Jaudon,  (the  cashier  of  that  branch,)  the 
means  of  giving  us,  in  the  course  of  the  present  half  year, 
those  large  reinforcements  which  we  shall  certainly  require 
from  him." 

Nevertheless,  the  business  of  the  bank  continued  to  ex- 
tend.    The  aggregate  debt  due  to  it  was,  as  we  have  seen. 
In  December,  1831,      -  -  -  $63,026,452 

And  in  January,  1832,  it  was,  -  -     66,293,707 

February,  .  -  .  -     67,970,407 

March 68,971,777 

And  in  May,      .  -  -  -     70,428,070 

Inhere  was  an  increase,  in  about  fire  montha,  of  more 
than  seven  millions,  notwithstanding  tiie  effort  made  at 
curtailment.  The  aggregate  increase  in  the  debt  of  the 
bank  from  October,  1831,  to  May,  1832,  was  10,326,698 
dollars,  and  the  aggregate  increase  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  was  10,346,824  dollars. 

So  far,  therefore,  from  deriving  «« reinforcements'*  from 
the  Western  branches,  which  was  so  strenuously  urged, 
the  institution  had  become  further  embarrassed  by  the 
extension  of  their  business,  while  the  other  branches, 
taken  in  the  aggregate,  were  nearly  stationary. 

The  increased  and  increasing  debt  in  the  West,  cuttii^g 
off  all  supplies  from  that  quarter,  was,  of  itself,  sufficient 
to  alarm  the  bank,  and  induce  it  to  look  to  some  other 
resource  for  the  means  t)f  meeting  the  payments  of  the 
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public  debt,  expected  to  be  required  during  the  yea' 
1633.  It  had  loaned  out  the  public  depoatte  chieny  in 
the  West,  and  in  March  it  must  have  been  evident,  from 
the  returns  received  froih  the  branches,  that  no  hope  ex-* 
nted  of  collecting  it  again  by  the  Ist  of  July,  October^  or 
even  Januanr,  1833.  tlence,  we  think,  proceeded  the 
resolution  of  the  13th  March,  and  the  immediate  nep^tia^. 
tion  with  Bfr.  Ludlow,  not  for  a  postponement  until  the 
next  October  or  January,  but  for  a  whole  year,  or  longer. 
Hence,  also,  the  application  of  the  president  of  the  bank 
to  the  Government  to  postpone  the  proposed  payment  of 
six  millions,  from  July  to  October.  That  he  aid  not  con- 
aider  this  delav  as  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  bank, 
is  proved  by  the  Continuance  of  the-negotiation  with  Mr. 
Ludlow,  and  by  General  Cadwalader's  mission  to  £urope. 
That  this  was  the  motive  that  actuated  the  directory  of 
the  bank  in  adopting  the  resolution  of  the  13th  March, 
and  influenced  the  president  in  his  subsequent  application 
to  the  Government,  is  made  apparent  by  the  testimony  of 
directors,  taken  by  this  committee. 

Mr.  Willing  testifies  that,  '<  with  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment in  July,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  on  the 
Western  branches,  and  the  difficulty  of  withdrawing  funds 
from  that  source,  it  was  desirable  to  postpone  tluit  pay- 
ment to  the  1st  October." 

Mr.  Eyre,  on  being  asked  whether  there  was  a  heavy 
pressure  on  the  merchants  indebted  to  the  Government, 
from  March,  183S,  to  January,  1833,  replied,  <*  I  think 
the  pressure  was  not  so  heavy  on  the  East  as  on  the  West, 
and  forbearing  to  take  from  the  West  enabled  them  to 
pay  to  the  East,  &c.*' 

Mr.  Sullivan  states,  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the  mis- 
sion to  Europe,  &c.  '<  my  impression  is,  that  the  post- 
ponement waa  induced  by  the  extended  situation  or  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  and  by  the  difficulty  of  collecting  the 
funds^  or  of  reducing  the  discounts  so  as  to  meet  the  con- 
templated payment.'' 

In  relation  to  the  alleged  pressure  in  Philadelphia,  he 
says:  **  The  greatest  pressure,  in  my  opinion,  was  felt  by 
that  class  of  merchants  who  do  a  credit  business  to  the 
Western  and  other  Stales.  It  continued  during  the  spring 
and  part  of  the  summer." 

Mr.  Lippincott  says:  "  One  of  the  reasons  why  that 
pressure  [on  those  who  purchased  from  the  importers] 
took  place,  was,  that  when  the  bank  learned  that  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  make  so  large  a  payment  of  the 
puhUc  debt,  the  bank  refused,  in  some  measure,  to  dis- 
count the  paper  of  the  Western  merchants,  not  deeming 
it  proper  to  mcrease  the  debt  in  that  section,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  deemed  it  best  to  draw  the  moneys  from  the 
West  to  the  Atlantic  cities  to  meet  tlie  payment  directed 
by  the  Government,  the  certificates  of  debt  being  gen- 
erally presented  for  payment  in  those  cities." 

From  the  facts  thus  establislied  by  the  accounts  of  the 
bank,  and  the  testimony  of  the  directors,  it  appears  that 
the  reason  of  the  board  for  desiring  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  a  portion  of  the  public  debt,  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  13th  March,  1832,  and 
the  negotiations  instituted  under  color  of  its  authority, 
was  the  extension  of  the  business  of  the  bank,  and  its  in- 
ability to  collect  the  public  moneys,  which  it  had  loaned 
out  to  the  community,  in  time  to  meet  the  demand  of  the 
Government. 

The  first  movement  towards  postponement  was  made, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  in  March,  1832,  and  must  have 
been  predicated  on  the  view  then  taken  of  tlie  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  bank.  Let  us  see  what  it  had  to 
provide  for,  what  was  its  condition  at  that  time,  and  how 
far  it  has  acquired  the  means,  out  of  its  own  resources,  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  Government  upon  it,  for  the 
payments  of  the  public  debt  down  to  January,  1833. 

On  the  1st  of  starch,  1832,  of  the  amount  set  apart  by 
the  Government  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  prior 


730,2ir 


6,647,533 


to  that  time,  which  had  not  been  applied  by  the  bank, 
was  standing  on  its  books,  under  the  head  of 
Redemption  of  public  debt  -  -      $857,613 

The  treasurer's  deposite  on  that  day  was      -     6,520,137 

#7,377,750 
As  the  payment  on  the  1st  of  January  last  took 
the  whole  public  deposite,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  -  -  -  •  - 
It  is  evident  that  the  bank  had  to  provide  for 
refunding  the  balance  of  the  foregoing  sum 
out  of  its  own  means,  viz. 

The  resources  from  which  the  bank  could  legitimately 
derive  the  means  of  paying  this  sum,  were,  as  stated  in 
the  minutes  of  the  bank  under  date  of  27th  July  last,  "its 
means  employed  on  loans  to  the  community,"  and  its 
other  property.  Those  sources  were,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1832,  as  tollows,  viz. 

Bills  discounted,  and  domestic  bills  of  ex- 
change -  -  -  -  - 
Foreign  bills  of  exchange  .  -  - 
Due  from  State  banks  ... 
Real  estate  -  •  •  -  - 
Mortgages  -  .  .  -  - 
Notes  of  State  banks           ... 


168,971,777 

91,238 

3,752,822 

2,131,359 

89,873 

2,836,900 


On  the  1st  of  January  last,  there  wefe  out- 
standing, under  these  heads,  the  following 
amounts,  viz. 
Bills  (Uscounted,  and  domestic 

exclian^e   ... 
Fore'mi  bills  of  exchange 
Due  from  State  banks 
Real  estate     .  •  - 

Mortgages 
Notes  of  State  banks 


177,873,669 


$61,695,913 

83,392 

3,688,143 

1,855,169 

57,919 

2,291,655 


Showing  collections  from  these  sources  of 
Upon  these  collections,  however,  there 

have  been  the  following  demands,  viz. 

Reduction  of  notes  in  circu- 
lation ... 

Reduction  of  balances  due  to 
State  banks 

Reduction  of  individual  depo- 
sites  .  .  - 

Extin^ishment  of  debt  due 
Barings,  &c. 


Leaves 


69,672,191 
$8,201,478 


$2,584>844 

508,379 

1,297,082 

1,876,802 


6,267,107 
$1,934,371 


By  tills  sum,  and  no  more,  was  the  bank  more  able  to 
pay  over  its  public  deposite  on  the  1st  of  January  last, 
than  it  was  on  the  1st  of^ March,  1832.  The  amount  it  had 
to  provide  for,  out  of  its  own  resources,  was  $6,647,533 
It  has  provided  from  those  resources  only       1,933,371 


Leaving  unprovided  for 


$4,714,162 


Thai  this  would  be  the  probable  effect  of  all  his  exer- 
tions at  curtailment,  was  doubtless  evident  to  the  presi- 
dent of  tlie  bank  when  the  proceedings  of  March,  1832, 
were  instituted.  He  did  not  feel  safe  without  a  postpone- 
ment, until  a  later  period,  of  a  portion  of  those  payments 
which  he  expected  tlie  Government  would  require  dur- 
ing that  year.  Hence  arose  his  proposition  to  the  board 
oftlic  13th  of  March,  their  resolution  of  that  day,  his  ne- 
gotiation witli  Mr.  Ludlow,  and  the  mission  to  Europe. 
Learning,  about  the  1st  of  October,  that  his  object  was 
attained,  and  tliat  the  bank  would  not,  in  consequence  of 
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the  amngement  with  the  Barings,  be  called  on  for  five 
millioM  or  dollars  of  the  three  per  cents.,  until  October, 
1833,  he  recommended  a  relaxation  of  the  policy  of  the 
bank,  and  stopped  the  curtailments  which  nad  for  some 
time  been  in  progress.  An  examination  of  its  accounts 
now  shows  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  its  collection, 
on  the  1st  of  January,  nearly  equal  to  the  amount  post- 
poned in  Europe. 

How,  then,  has  the  bank  made  up  this  deSciency,  and 
escaped  the  embarrassments  which  were  apprehended  in 
March  and  July,  and  provided  against  by  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Barings,  which  became  known  to  it  about 
the  1st  of  October? 

It  has  not,  in  fact,  paid  the  public  debt.  We  have  seen 
by  the  correspondence  with  the  Barings,  tlwt  more  than 
1,400,000  dollars  has  been  arranged  in  Europe,  so  as  to 
postpone  Uie  payment  until  October,  1833,  wluch  sum 
will  probably  be  increased  to  more  than  2,000,000  dollars. 
It  had  on  hand,  on  the  1st  instant,  5,163,075  dollars,  to 
the  credit  of  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  not  yet  ap- 
plied. Why  it  is  that  the  public  creditors  have  not  pre- 
sented their  certificates  for  payment,  we  have  no  proof. 
As  the  interest  to  be  paid  by  the  Qovemroent  ceased  on 
the  1st  of  January,  it  is  singular,  if  the  fact  be  so,  that 
they  should  let  the  funds  remain  in  bank  without  receiv- 
ing some  consideration  for  their  use.  It  is  true,  that  Mr. 
Sevan  says  the  reason,  in  his  opinion,  is  because  « the 
agents  who  had  the  certificates  have  no  power  of  attorney 
to  receive  the  money,"  and  it  may  be  because  **  the 
holders  prefer  to  let  the  matter  remain  as  it  is,  until  a 
favorable  opportunity  ofiTers  of  reinvesting  the  money," 
which  he  says  "  is  the  case  with  respect  to  a  large  sum  of 
six  per  cents.,  which  were  due  and  payable  four  years 
ag^,  and  are  not  called  for  to  the  present  day."  But  the 
only  reason  here  g^ven,  which  is  not  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion,  is  proved,  by  the  last  treasury  report,  to  be  en- 
tirely erroneous;  for  that  report  shows  that  the  six  per 
cents,  have  long  since  been  paid. 

On  the  1st  of  the  present  month,  the  bank  had  not 
applied  any  portion  of  the  means  collected  from  its  own 
resources  to  the  pavment  of  the  public  debt. 

In  March,  1832,  it  bad,  in  deposite,  tlie  following  sums 
of  public  money,  viz: 

Redemption  of  public  debt        ...         #857,613 
Treasurer's  deposite  ....        6,520,137 

Ueposites  of  public  oflj cere       -        -        -        1,719,489 


have,  therefore,  been  invested  in  specie, 
or  in  foreign  bills  ... 

The  fimds  reserved  in  consequence  of  the 
arrangement  with  the  public  creditors  in 
Europe,  are        ..... 

Total 


$1,933,371 


1,428,974 
#3,363,345 


On  the  Ist  of  February  instant,  it  had  on  hand — 
Redemption  of  public  debt  %Sy  1 63^075 
Treasurer's  deposite     -        2,735,555 
Dcposites  of  public  ofiicers    1,622,068 


#9,097,239 


Here  we  have  the  means  by  which  more  than  lialf 
this  sum  has  been  raised,  but  there  is  a  defidency  of 
#1,896,582,  for  which  we  are  wholly  unable  to  account. 
The  bank  has  not  raised  it  in  collections  from  its  credi- 
tors, or  sal^  of  its  property.  It  can  be  accounted  for 
only  by  supposing  that  other  debts,  similar  to  that  arising 
out  of  the  arrangement  in  Europe,  have  been  contracted, 
which  are  alike  unknown  to  the  board  of  directors  and 
exchanc^e  committee,  and  do  not  appear  in  the  accounts 
of  the  bank.  In  Mr.  Willine's  testimony,  he  stated  that 
a  bill  on  the  Barings  for  a  miUion  of  dollars  had  probably 
been  paid  for  by  a  drafl  on  New  Orleans.  While  the 
purchased  bill  may  constitute  a  part  of  the  fund  inih^ 
hands  of  the  Barings,  the  draft  on  New  Orleans  may  not 
have  been  presented  and  paid  in  such  time  as  to  enter 
into  the  same  monthly  statement,  which  would  account 
for  a  million  of  dollars  of  this  deficiency.  It  must  be  by 
some  such  transaction  as  this,  or  by  some  private  loan  or 
postponement  of  payment  on  account  of  public  stocks, 
that  this  fund  is  created;  for  there  is  no  other  source,  tha 
we  can  conceive  c^,  from  which  it  can  have  been  derived. 

From  these  facts  it  appears,  that  this  increase  of  specie 
and  fund  in  Europe,  with  the  exception  of  less  than  two 
millions,  is  a  show  of  fictitious  strength,  based  on  re- 
sponsibilities incurred  by  the  bank,  or  rather  by  its  prea- 
dent,  which  are  unknown  to  its  managers,  and  do  not  ap- 
pear in  its  accounts.  The  payment  of  these  responsi- 
bilities, and  of  the  balance  or  the  public  debt  remainine; 
unpaid,  would  leave  the  institution  in  a  condition  much 
worse  than  in  March,  1832,  viz. 
Public  debt  due  and  unpiud 

on  the  1st  instant 
Deducting  public  debt  due 

and  unpaid  in  March,  1832  857,613 


#5,163,075 


Funds  acquired  in  Europe, 
and  increase  of  specie  since 
March,  1832 

Deduct  net  proceeds  of  col- 
lections since  that  lime 


4^305,463 


1,933,371 


9,520,698 


More  than  in  March,  1832,  by 


#433,459 


The  bank  has,  therefore,  appropriated  none  of  its 
means  collected  from  its  debtors  since  March,  1832,  to 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  but  has  simply  applied 
the  public  deposite  which  has  since  accumulated. 
By  the  monthly  statement  of  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary last,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of 
specie  then  on  hand  was  greater  than  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1832,  by 
Instead  of  a  debt  in  Europe,  as  in  March, 
the  bank  had  a  fund  in  Europe  of 


#2,152,004 
3,106,833 


Total 


#5,258,927 


Whence  came  Uie  means  of  raising  this  fund.^ 
We  have  already  seen  that  the  curtatlments 
•   of  the  bank  have  not  been  applied  to 

the  payment  of  the  public  debt.     They 


3,325,556 
#7,631,018 

It  hence  appears  that  the  bank  is  in  a  worse  condition, 
by  seven  and  a  half  millions,  than  it  was  in  March,  18S2; 
when  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  have  been  under  pres- 
sure. The  reason  why  a  more  severe  pressure  b  not 
now  felt  is,  because  the  bank  has  so  arranged  its  affairs  as 
to  evade  making  the  payments  which  were  required  by 
the  Government. 

The  exchange  committee,  in  their  report,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exhibiting  the  sound  condition  of  tlic  bank,  set 
forth  a  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  institution  from 
the  monthly  retui*ns  of  January  last.     Although  some  of 
the  liabilities  of  tlie  bank  are  entirely  omitted  in  this 
statement,  and  particularly  the  dividend  amounting  to 
#1,225,000,  declared  a  few  days  after,  yet  it  prescnu 
the  bank  in  a  condition  no  more  favorable  than  in  the 
most  perilous  moment  of  its  existence.    In  proof  of  this 
assertion,  we  give,  in  parallel  columns,  the  statement  of 
the  committee,  and  a  statement  of  its  situation  on  the  1st 
of  April,  1819.     The  capital  was  the  same  at  both  pe- 
riods: at  the  first  period  the  loans  had  been  reduced 
$7,760,793  in  the  preceding  nine  months;  and,  at  Ibe 
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latter  period,  the7  had  been  reduced  #8,169,824  in  the 
precediog'  ten  months. 

TAe  claims  against  the  Bank. 

1833. 
Notes  in  circulation       -        -  #17,459,571 
The  deposttes,  public  and  pri- 

Tate 13,547,517 

Due  to  the  holders  of  funded 

debt,  &c.  -        .        -        -      6,723,703 
The  unclaimed  dividends       -  76,529 

Due  in  Eurc^e     .... 


#37,807,322 


-    $8,951,847 


Its  resources  were — 

Specie  -        .        - 

Notes  of  State 

banks  #2,291,655 

Due     by   State 

banks  #1,596,252 

3,887,907 

Funds  in  Europe,  and  foreign 

bills  of  exchangee  -        -    3,190,225 

Beal  estate     ....    3,036,241 
Debts  due  by  indiyiduals,  viz. 

On    notes    dis- 
counted 43,626,870 

On  domestic  bills     18»069,043 

61,695,913 

Mortgages,  &c.      -        -        -        103,330 

Funded  debt  .... 


1819. 
#6,829,690 

6,147,610 


876,648 


#13,853,948 


Totals 
Bring  down  claims 


-  80,865.465 

-  37,807,322 

43,058,143 


#2,104^720 


1,749,951 


33,480,025 

7,160,210 

44,494,906 
13,853,948 

30,640,958 


The  committee  say  *'this  sum  of  #43,058,143  forms  a 
guarantee  to  the  holders  of  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  to 
its  depositors,  over  and  above  the  whole  amount  of  their 
claims." 

So  this  sum  of  #30,640,958,  formed  in  April,  1819,  a 
guarantee  to  the  holders  of  the  notes  of  the  ban^,  and  to 
Its  depontors,  over  and  above  the  whole  amount  of  their 
claims. 

The  "guarantee"  now  exceeds  the  claims  only  #5,250,- 
821,  but  in  1819  it  exceeded  the  claims  #16,787,010. 
Who,  then,  upon  the  evidence  of  figures,  would  doubt 
the  entire  solvency  and  safety  of  the  bank,  in  April,  1819? 
Yet  Mr.  Cheves,  the  president  of  the  bank,  on  the  6th 
day  of  the  very  month  in  which  tliis  very  favorable  state- 
ment was  made,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  holds  the  following  language;  viz.  "The 
rety  critical  situation  'of  the  bank,  which  is  becoming 
more  so  every  hour,  the  great  interests,  both  public  and 
private,  involved  in  its  fate,  and  the  intimate  connexion 
it  has  with  your  department,  I  hope  will  be  a  sufficient 
apology  for  the  frequency  of  my  comminiicalions.** 

And  Mr.  Crawford,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cheves,  of  the 
same  date,  observes,  "it  is  even  doubtful  whether  it  is 
practicable,  with  all  the  exertions  which  it  is  in  its  power 
to  make,  to  continue  specie  payments  dirring  the  year." 

Mr.  Cheves,  in  his  exposition  to  the  stockholders,  in 
1822,  adverting  to  the  condition  of  the  bank,  about  the 
12th  of  that  month,  says:  "All  the  resources  of  the  bank 
would  not  have  sustained  it  in  this  course  and  mode  of 
business  another  month— such  was  the  prostrate  state  of 
the  bank  of  the  nation,  which  had  only  twenty-seven 
months  commenced  business,  with  an  untrammelled  capi- 
Ul  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars." 

It  hence  appears,  that  the  bank  may  be  very  strong  in 
figures,  and  very  weak  in  fact.    The  embarrassments  in 


1819  arose  from  the  fiict  that  it  could  not  collact  its  out- 
standing debts  in  time  to  meet  demands  against  it;  and 
this  was  the  precise  cause  of  the  measures  taken  to  post- 
pone the  payment  of  the  public  debt  in  1832. 

The  managers  of  the  bank,  who  had  created  the  debt 
in  1819,  were,  undoubtedly,  just  as  confident  of  its  sound- 
ness, and  of  the  solvency  of  the  institution,  as  are  the  pre- 
sent directors  of  the  enormous  debt  they  have  created 
within  the  last  two  years. 

But  events  showed  that  the  directors  of  that  day  were 
mistaken,  and  they  may  prove,  with  ec^ual  certainty,  that 
those  of  the  present  day  labor  under  a  like  mistake*  Our 
coniidence  m  their  opinion  is  the  less,  from  the  &ct  so 
clearly  established,  that  they  have  been  kept  wholly  un- 
informed as  to  the  negotiations  of  last  year  vitally  alTect- 
ing  the  action  of  the  bank,  and  that  they  do  not  now  know 
of  a  heayy  debt  in  Europe  recently  contracted  with  the 
holders  of  the  United  States  three  per  cent  stocks,  and 
other  private  arrangements,  which  give  the  bank  that 
show  of  streng^  which  is  so  confidently  exhibited  in  their 
report. 

In  relation  to  the  Western  debt,  as  well  as  the  general 
situation  of  the  institution,  the  evidence  of  the  directors 
componng  the  exchange  committee  must  be  considered 
as  subject  to  explanation.  If  they  know  very  little  of  tlie 
important  operations  resulting  in  a  heavy  debt  in  Eu- 
rope, which  were  spedally  intrusted  to  them  by  the  board 
during  the  last  year,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  can 
know  more  of  the  general  concerns  of  the  institution,  and 
especially  of  the  condition  of  tiie  Western  debt.  Indeed^ 
it  appears  from  their  own  statement,  that  all  their  know- 
ledge on  the  subject  is  derived  from  the  opinions  of 
others,  of  the  very  cashiers  and  directors  who  have  cre- 
ated the  debt.  Being  parties  concerned,  their  opinions 
should  be  received  with  the  proper  allowance. 

The  committee  of  exchange  put  down  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
Tennessee,  and  Missouri,  as  the  Western  States,  and  re- 
present the  sum  due  to  the  bank  in  those  States,  on  the 
first  of  January  last,  at  #13,465,506.  By  the  monthly 
statement  upon  which  this  representation  is  based,  the 
outstanding  claims  of  the  bank,  including  real  estate  in 
those  States,  appear  to  be  #16,605,142,  exceeding  the 
representation  of  the  committee  by  more  than  three  mil- 
lions. 

They  proceed  to  say:  "The  proofs  of  the  general  se- 
curity of  this  debt  are  confirmed  by  a  single  circumstance 
which  seems  entirely  decisive;  which  is,  the  actual  pay- 
ment of  such  a  portion  of  it  as  was  required  from  the 
debtors."  They  then  set  forth  the  reductions  of  local 
loans  in  those  States  during  certain  periods,  amounting  to 
#3,532,104  93,  as  an  illustration  of  their  meaning.  As 
the  whole  debt  is  made  up  of  local  loans  and  bills  of  ex- 
change, any  statement  which  shows  the  reduction  in  one 
only,  without  comprehending  the  other,  is  obviously  de- 
ceptive. Such  a  statement  the  committee  have  given  us: 
for  instance,  their  representation  of  the  debt  of  the  Louis- 
ville branch  is  as  follows,  viz. 

At  Louisville,  on  the  2d  February,  1832, 

The  loans  were      ....        #2,682,629  50 

On  tiie  12th  January,  1833,  they  were 
only 2,078,906  19 

A  diminution  of  |603,723  31 

We  have  no  statements  of  the  latter  dates  here  given, 
but  from  Mr.  Toland's  report,  and  the  monthly  statement 
for  January  last,  we  find  tlie  real  condition  of  the  debt 
due  at  that  branch  to  have  been  as  follows,  at  the  dates 
annexed,  viz. 

Debt  at  Louisville,  2d  of  February,  1832,  viz. 

Notes  discounted         -  -  -    #2,682,629  50 

Domestic  bills  -  -  -      1,267,281  49 


ToUl  debt 


-    #3,949,910  99 
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Debt  at  Lowsville,  13th  of  December,  1832,  viz. 
Notes  discounted         -  -  -    92,169,823  29 

Domestic  bUls  -  -  -      1,969,411  48 


Total  debt 
Actual  increase  of  debt 


04,139,234  77 
$189,323,  78 


Instead  of  anv  diminution  of  the  debt  at  that  branch* 
there  was  a  considerable  increase.  The  debt  had  changed 
its  character,  but  was  not  paid.  Those  who  had  notes 
under  discount  were  pressed  for  payment,  and  took  up 
their  notes  with  the  bills  of  exchange  discounted  by  the 
bank.  This  is  the  kind  of  payment  which  the  committee 
of  exchange  think  **  entirely  decisiye  of  the  general  secu- 
rity of  this  debt."  It  appears  to  us  much  morelike  the  state 
of  things  in  1819,  represented  by  Mr.  Cheves  to  the 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  in  1822,  in  the  following 
words,  yiz.  **  The  Western  offices!  curtailed  their  dis 
counted  paper,  but  they  purchased  what  were  called  race 
horse  biUs,  to  a  srreater  amount  than  their  curtailment." 

There  is  a  sinffie  iact  which  must,  in  ereiy  mind  which 
has  turned  its  attention  to  banking  operations,  cast  a 
doubt  ofti  the  soundness  of  the  W^tem  debt.  It  is  the 
enormous  increase  of  that  debt  within  the  last  few  years. 
In  the  whole  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  the  amounts  due 
the  bank  at  the  times  stated,  were  as  follows,  tiz. 

January,  1829,  -  -  .    #11,075,603 

1830,  .  .  .      18»708,230 

1831,  .  -  -      23,279,938 

1832,  -  -  -      31,285,861 
May,        1832,             .            -            .      37,506,388 

The  debt  of  the  Western  country  was  thus  more  than 
tripled  in  a  Kttle  more  than  three  years,  and  more  than 
doubled  in  fifteen  months;  the  bank  had  thrown  two  and 
a  half  millions  more  than  its  whole  capital  into  that  section 
of  the  Union.  It  is  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
that  such  a  sudden  and  enormous  increase  of  crecht  in 
the  west  should  not  have  led  to  overtrading,  embarrass- 
ment, and  ultimate  bankruptcy,  among  those  who  were 
anticipating  wealth  from  the  use  of  thii  fictitious  capital. 

In  October,  1831,  the  bank  made  an  eflFort  to  check 
its  branches;  and  in  January  following,  instructed  them 
to  curtail  their  business.  Notwithstanding  all  its  urgency, 
there  was  added  to  the  debt  in  the  inUley,  from  October, 
1831,  to  May,  1832,  $10,346,824.  In  March,  1832,  as 
we  learn  from  the  testimony  of  the  directors,  the  Western 
branches  were  severely  pressed,  and  to  give  them  relief, 
measures  were  adopted  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
pubUc  debt.  From  the  month  of  Mav,  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  moderate  curtailment  in  that  quarter  at  some 
branches,  and  an  increase  at  others,  producing,  on  the 
whole,  a  considerable  reduction.  But  all  the  exertions  of 
the  bank  have  not  efifected  a  reduction  to  the  standard  of 
October,  1831,  when  the  attempt  commenced.  The  debts 
then  were  $27,159,564.  On  the  Ist  of  January  last,  they 
swere  $30,494,028. 

They  are,  therefore,  three  millions  mor^  than  when 
the  first  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  tlie  further  expan- 
sion of  the  business  of  those  branches.  If,  as  is  proved, 
the  Western  branches  were  embarrassed  in  March,  1832, 
while  thc^  were  extending  their  loans,  it  would  be  re- 
markable if  tlieif  debtors  should  be  in  a  better  condition 
during  a  season  of  curtailment.  If  they  could  not  collect, 
so  as  to  aid  the  principal  bank,  in  March,  when  the  eene- 
ral  credit  was  good,  it  would  be  singular  if  they  could  do 
so  fn  November  or  December,  when  that  credit  must  be 
somewhat  shaken  by  a  general  retrenchment.  Accord- 
ingly, during  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  the  Western 
branches  have  scarcely  been  able  to  collect  the  means  of 
sustaining  themselves.  To  one  branch,  such  was  the 
imminence  of  its  danger,  the  principal  bank  sent  out  a 
considerable  aum  in  specie  to  save  it.    At  other  branches 


they  have  been  obliged  to  take  domestic  bills,  at  long 
dates,  in  payment  for  paper  sent  to  them  by  the  principal 
bank,  and  other  branches,  for  collection.  The  proof  of 
the  first  assertion  is  found  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Lip- 
pincott,  and  the  ktter  appears  by  letters  from  the  cashiers 
at  LouisviUe  and  Nashville.  The  cashier  at  Lomsville, 
under  date  of  18th  of  November,  says,  *<your  letter  of 
10th  instant  contains  views  and  supgertions  in  relation  to 
our  business,  which  do  not  surprise  me.  In  truth,  the 
increase  of  our  domestic  bills  induced  me  to  expect  such 
a  letter  as  you  have  written.  We  have  been,  and  still 
are,  in  a  ntuation  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  believtng  it 
to  be  not  only  the  desire,  but  the  interest  of  the  bank  to 
sustain  all  houses  which  are  supposed  to  be  solvent,  we 
have  found  it  difficult  to  attain  that  object  without,  for  a 
time,  exceeding  the  point  where  it  would  seem  prudent 
otherwise  to  stop. 

*<  A  large  proportion  of  our  bills  were  purchased  to 
enable  the  parties  to  meet  thdr  obligations  sent  here  for 
collection.  The  amount  of  such  collections  has  been  at 
least  four  millions  of  dollara  in  the  past  year,  of  which 
about  one-half  came  from  the  Bank  or  the  United  States, 
and  the  office  at  New  Orleans.  There  is  still  upwards  of 
a  million  of  paper  now  in  the  office  for  edilectkm,  princi- 
pally on  account  of  the  hank  and  its  brandies,  wluch, 
with  our  gradual,  but  regular  curtailment  of  discounts, 
wiU,  for  some  time  to  come,  absorb  aU  the  means  the 
country  can  command.  We  do  not  hope,  therefore,  to 
make  any  material  diminution  of  our  business  for  several 
months:  it  may  probably,  for  a  time,  be  a  little  increased. 

**  We  have  looked  with  great  solicitude  on  the  ntuation 
of  this  country,  and  the  deep  stake  the  bank  has  in  its 
welfare.  Cncouraffed  by  the  excesnve  importations  at 
the  East,  our  merchants  have  been  induced  to  purchase 
more  largely  than  their  own  means,  or  the  necessity  of 
the  coun&y  required.  Hence  the  embarrassment  which 
now  exists,  and  for  which  nothing  but  the  indulgence  of 
the  bank,  and  one  full  year's  proaucts  of  the  country  can 
relieve  them." 

The  cashier  of  the  Nashville  branch,  under  date  of  21st 
of  September,  writes — *<The  unexampled  scarcity  of 
money,  in  both  Alabama  and  this  State,  and  our  refrain- 
ing from  doing  business  wherein  money  is  to  beadvam^ed 
on  either  note  or  bill,  has  compelled  us  to  discount  safe 
bills,  at  six  months,  to  enable  debtors  to  the  Orleans  and 
other  offices  to  meet  the  paper  deposited  with  us  for  col 
lection.  In  this  way  have  all  the  biUs  been  paid  which 
were  remitted  to  us  for  collection  from  the  Orleans  mnd, 
other  Western  offices,  since  the  month  of  June  lasL  Tlua 
course  of  business  has,  of  course,  d«>rived  us  of  5  to 
$600,000  of  our  funds  at  Orleans,  which  was  intended  for 
the  parent  bank,  but  which  we  had  to  reserve  in  that 
office  to  meet  the  bills  thus  remitted  for  collection.'' 

Here  is  conclusive  proof  that  the  branch  at  Louisville 
was  in  a  critical  situation  as  late  as  November  last;  that 
it  could  not  make  collections;  that,  to  save  its  debton 
from  immediate  bankruptcy,  it  was  even  obliged  to  ex- 
tend its  loans}  and  that,  as  well  as  the  branch  at  Nash- 
ville, it  was  obliged  to  take  bills  of  exchange  in  payment 
of  paper  sent  to  it  by  the  principal  bank,  and  other 
branches  for  collection.  These  collections  the  cashier 
states  at  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  Nashville 
branch  was  even  obliged  to  draw  upon  and  absorb  a  fiiwl 
of  5  or  600,000  dollan  which  it  had  accumulated  at  New 
Orleans  for  the  principal  bank.  Is  it  possible  that  a  debt 
which  cannot  be  collected,  or  even  reduced,  can  be  con- 
sidered sound? 

That  the  condition  of  most  of  the  other  Western  branch* 
tfs  is  but  little  better  is  very  probable.  A  letter  from  tlie 
cashier  of  the  Cincinnati  branch,  dated  21st  November, 
says  "  at  present  it  appears  to  be  impossible"  to  reduce 
their  discounts. 

This  committee  called  for  the  correspondence  with  se- 
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reral  of  the  Western  branches  for  the  months  of  August, 
September,  October,  «nd  Norember  Ust{  but  at  so  kte  a 
period  that  it  was  not  received  in  time  to  be  referred  to 
m  this  report.  It  will  doubless  throw  much  additional 
light  on  the  subject. 

When  we  consider  the  great  extension  of  debt  in  the 
West,  the  difficulties  of  collection  preceding  March  last, 
the  steps  to  which  the  bank  was  driven  by  the  want  of 
funds  from  that  quarter,  the  impossibility  of  collecting 
them  at  a  recent  period,  the  expedient  of  taking  new 
bills  in  payment  of  old  bills  and  notes  discounted,  all  of 
which  have  come  to  light  since  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  December,  1831,  we  do  not  think 
that  the  <*  ill  opinion  of  the  Western  debt"  expressed  by 
him  in  his  last  annual  report,  ought  to  have  been  **  un- 
expected." 

To  illustrate  the  management  of  some  of  the  offices, 
and  show  how  far  the  anticipations  of  the  principal  bank 
have  been  realized  from  them,  we  select  that  at  Natchez, 
on  the  4th  February,  1832.  The  cashier  of  the  princi- 
pal bank  wrote  to  the  cashier  of  that  branch  as  follows, 
viz. 

"  The  bank  is  veiy  desirous  that  you  should  not  ex- 
tend your  line  of  bills  discounted,  and  that  even  your 
operations  in  domestic  exchange  should,  for  the  pre- 
sent, be  confined  within  moderate  limits,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  restricted  to  bills  at  short  terms;  say  sixty  and 
ninety  days;  which,  as  respects  your  business  with  New 
Orleans,  will  furnish  our  office  there  with  the  means  of 
giving  us  large  reinforcements  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent year." 

The  latest  returns  the  principal  bank  could  then  have 
had  from  that  brancli  were  to  the  12th  January,  1832. 
On  that  day,  the  debt  due  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Notes  discounted  -  -  -    $901,997  18 

Domestic  bills    .  *  ,  -   1,030,811  00 


Total  debt 


$1,932,808  18 


On  the  1st  January  last,  there  w%s  due  to  that  branch 
follows,  viz. 

Notes  discounted  -  r  $1,462,958  86 

Domestic  bUls  -  -  2,484^443  05 


Total  debt 


$3,947,401  91 


It  thus  appears  that,  instead  of  furnishing  "reinforce- 
ments*' for  the  principal  bank  to  enable  it  to  pay  the  pub- 
lic debt,  this  branch  more  than  doubled  its  business  in 
less  than  a  year,  employing  two  additional  millions  of  the 
resources  of  the  institution. 

That  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  not  the  means 
of  ultimately  paying  all  its  debts,  no  one  will  maintain. 
Whatever  may  have  been  its  mismanagement,  it  is  not  to 
be  apprehended  that  its  hml  debts  are  e<]|ual  to  Its  whole 
capital  stock.  But  its  ultimate  solvency  is  not  the  ques- 
tion for  the  consideration  of  the  Government.  The  point 
to  be  considered  is  whether  it  has  been  a  prompt  and 
faithful  agent  of  the  treasury;  whether  it  has  been  able 
and  willing  to  pay  over  the  public  funds  deposited  in  it 
upon  demand,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government;  and 
wUether  it  is  now,  and  is  likely  hereafter  to  be,  in  a  con- 
dition to  do  so.  On  this  point  men  may  differ;  but  the 
facts  disclosed  in  public  documents,  and  the  evidence  ta- 
ken by  tlie  committee,  ^ve  it  at  least  grounds  for  doubt. 
The  great  extension  of  its  loans,  particubirly  in  the  year 
1831  and  early  in  1332,  leave  room  to  doubt  whether  it 
could  collect  its  scattered  means  in  time  to  meet  any  con- 
siderable demand  of  the  Government  on  its  large  deposite. 

The  operations  commenced  in  March  last,  with  the 
view  of  postponing  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  for  a  year  or  more,  although  the  public  deposite 
was  lively  to  be  iMnple  for  the  purpose^  indicate  a  con- 


sciousness  on  the  part  of  the  bank  itself,  that  it  would  b^ 
at  least  inconvenient  to  meet  the  payments. 

The  fallacious  reasons  given  for  the  resolution  of  13th 
March,  the  application  to  the  Government  for  a  postpone- 
ment horn  July  to  October,  and  for  the  subseouent  ar- 
rangement with  the  Barings  leave  room  for  the  infer- 
ence that  the  true  reason  was  the  weakness  of  the  bank. 

The  letter  of  General  CadwaUder,  communicating  the 
substance  of  his  agreement  with  the  Barings,  was  re- 
ceived as  early  as  the  Ist  October,  and  the  president  of 
the  bank  then  knew  that  the  Barings  were  to  purchase 
stock  on  account  of  the  bank,  in  violation  of  its  charter. 
Instead  of  promptly  disvowing  the  arrangement,  or  any 
part  of  it,  he  recommended  and  procured  a  change  in  the 
policy  of  the  bank  in  consequence  of  the  information. 
The  whole  affair  wj^  then  a  secret  from  the  Government, 
from  the  directors,  and,  it  is  probable,  most  of  it  from  the 
members  of  the  exchange  committee  themselves.  By  the 
publication  of  the  circular  of  the  Barings,  in  the  New- 
York  paper  of  the  lllh  and  12th  of  October,  the  first 
information  was  obtained  by  all  parties  of  this  negotiation, 
and  on  the  15th  of  that  month  the  President  of  the  bank 
disavowed  it.  The  report  of  the  exchange  comnuttee 
mentions  the  changfe  or  policy  upon  receiving  General 
Cadwalader's  letter,  and  says:  « but  when  the  contract 
itself  reached  the  bank,  on  the  12th  October,  and  it  ap- 
peared from  the  communications  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Bro- 
thers fie  Co.,  to  be  contemplated  that  the  stock  was  to 
be  purchased  on  account  of  the  bank,"  it  was  immediate- 
ly disavowed.  And  to  convey  the  impression  that  Gene- 
ral Cadwalader's  letter  of  the  22d  August,  1832,  did  not 
g^ve  the  same  infonnation,  an  extract  from  its  appended, 
in  which  he  says,  *<  I  have  drawn  up  a  contract  according- 
ly, of  which  I  do  not  send  you  a  copy,"  &c.,  omitting 
that  part  of  the  same  letter  which  stated  precisely  what 
the  contract  was.  Devices  of  this  sort  afford  reasons  to 
infer,  tliat  the  disavowal  of  the  contract,  more  than  two 
weeks  afler  the  policy  of  the  bank  had  been  shaped  with 
a  view  to  its  execution,  than  from  its  violation  of  the 
charter.  Nor  can  the  mind  but  doubt  the  safety  of  an 
institution  which  resorts  to  such  means  to  conceal  the  true 
reasons  of  its  own  acts. 

In  the  facts  that  General  Cadwalader's  mission  and  its 
results  were  entirely  concealed  from  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  that  the  president,  afler  receiving  it,  induced  the 
board  to  change  the  policy  of  the  whole  institution,  by 
urgpng  upon  them  other  reasons  than  those  which  influ- 
enced him,  showing  that , the  entire  machuiery  of  the  bank 
is  moved  by  motives  unknown  to  its  managers,  is  good 
ground  to  distrust  the  safety  of  the  institution. 

It  is  well  established  that  the  most  important  business  of 
the  bank  is  done  by  committees,  who,  as  the  president  him- 
self states,  keep  no  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  although 
they  may  involve  negotiations  for  millions,  affecting  the 
credit  and  solvency  of  the  institution,  and  seldom  report 
until  all  the  good  or  mischief  their  acts  tend  to  produce 
has  fallen  upon  the  bank,  the  Government,  and  the  coun- 
try. In  this  there  is  ground  to  doubt  as  to  the  proper 
management  and  ultimate  safety  of  the  institution. 

When  the  prendent  of  the  bank  not  only  induces  the 
board  to  act  for  reasons  unknown  tq  themselves,  but  con- 
ceals even  from  the  committees  acts  done  in  their  names, 
something  stronger  than  doubt  almost  seizes  on  the  mind. 
When  to  the  consideration  that  the  committees  know  lit- 
tle of  the  proceedings  had  in  their  names,  is  added  the 
fact  that  every  Government  director  is  excluded  from 
every  committee,  the  Government  at  least  has  grounds  to 
doubt  whether  its  interests  are  safe  in  such  keeping. 
When  a  sliow  of  the  strength  of  the  bank  is  made,  con- 
sisting of  sums  in  specie  and  amounts  in  exchange,  while 
the  &bts  secretly  contracted,  which  have  enabled  the 
bank  to  accumulate  these  funds,  are  concealed  even  from 
those  who  make  the  exhibition^  there  is  just  g^rouo^l  tp 
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<^oubt  whether  there  be  MandnesB  in  the  institution,  or 
proper  precaution  and  responsibility  in  its  msnsgement. 
When,  m  stating  the  claims  against  the  bank  on  the  1st  of 
January,  the  exchange  committee  wholly  omit  the  divi- 
dend of  1,325,000  dollars,  which  was  payable  in  a  few 
days,  say  nothing  of  the  increasing  suspended  debt  which, 
in  September,  1831,  excluding  the  amount  charged  to  the 
contingent  fund,  amounted  to  $4,398,305  66,  of  which 
the  president  then  estimated  f  1,851,034  42  to  be  bad,  and 
make  statements  palpably  deceptive  in  relation  to  the 
Western  debt,  they  are  tlie  strongest  reasons  for  distrust- 
ing the  reports  made  by  the  bank,  and  doubting  the 
soundness  of  its  condition. 

Nor  is  it  calculated  to  lessen  the  doubt,  that,  in  their 
report,  by  extracts  of  such  of  the  letters  from  the  cashier 
of  the  New  York  branch  as  suit  the  purpose,  they  attempt 
to  show  that  there  had  been  an  extension  of  accommoda- 
tions at  that  branch  in  the  month  of  March,  1832,  to  a 
large  amount,  when,  in  fact,  as  the  weekly  statements 
show,  there  was  a  regular  curtailment  from  week  to  week, 
during  the  whole  month,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
$180,000. 

Nor  will  it  make  a  more  favorable  impression,  that,  in 
the  same  report,  they  convey  the  idea  that,  subsequent  to 
the  1st  October,  1832,  that  branch  had  rendered  essential 
service  to  the  merchants  who  were  debtors  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  extended  accommodations,  when,  in  fact,  af\er 
having  reduced  their  loans  1,008,302,  during  the  week 
commencing  September  26,  and  ending  October  3,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  statement  appended  by  Mr.  Byre  to  his  testi- 
mony, they  made  a  further  curtailment  during  that  and  the 
next  succeeding  month,  of  more  than  600,000  dollars; 
although,  according  to  their  own  statement,  <<  the  month 
of  October  was  regarded  as  a  month  of  great  embarrass- 
ment," and  there  were  payable  to  the  branch  during  the 
two  months,  from  the  said  banks,  1,920,000  dollars;  on 
account  of  notes  discounted  and  domestic  bills,  7,084,000 
dollars;  and  for  revenue  to  the  Government  3,225,277; 
making,  in  all,  12,229,277  dollars. 

Nor  does  the  bank  recommend  itself  to  our  confidence 
by  claiming  credit  for  **  concentrating  the  scattered  frag- 
ments of  revenue  at  the  points  of  disbursement,"  when,  of 
22,828,224  dollars  of  public  debt  required  to  be  pud,  the 
amount  payable  at  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore,  ftom  the  Ist  of  January,  1832,  to  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1833,  was  20,458,748  dollars,  and  the  amount  of 
public  revenue  received  at  those  points  from  1st  October, 
1831,  to  the  1st  January,  1833,  was  31,814,857  dollars. 

There  is  ground  to  doubt  the  entire  safety  of  the  funds 
in  the  bank,  when  the  committee  of  exchange,  or  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
the  board  of  directors,  send  envoys  abroad  on  special 
missions,  fix  their  compensation,  and  cause  it  to  be  paid, 
and  make  arrangements  requiring  heavy  sums  in  commis- 
sions and  interest,  from  the  funds  of  the  bank,  to  carry 
them  into  execution. 

The  Government  at  least  has  (p*ound  to  doubt  every 
thing  which  is  favorable  to  the  bank,  when  attempts  are 
made,  without  reason  or  plausible  pretence,  to  throw  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  responsibility  of  its  own 
secret,  unauthorized,  and  illegal  acts,  charging  him  with 
the  absurdity  of  using  the  bans:  to  defeat  his  own  views, 
and  postpone  the  payment  of  that  debt  which  he  was  most 
anxious  to  extinguian. 

To  solve  all  these  just  doubts  would  require  time  and 
means  which  were  not  at  the  disposition  of  this  committee. 
On  essential  points  the  testimony  of  witnesses  called  be- 
fore them  is  imperfect.  Nothing  short  of  a  personal,  im- 
partial, and  thorough  examination  of  the  books  and  aflTairs 
of  the  principal  bank,  and  many  of  its  branches,  can 
develope  its  policy  and  management,  the  security  of  its 
debt,  and  the  soundness  of  its  condition. 

Time  is  not  left  for  the  further  action  of  Congress  with 


a  view  to  more  perfect  information  at  the  present  session. 
Whether  existing  facts  are  sufficient  to  justi^  the  Exe- 
cutive  in  taking  any  step  against  the  banl^  authorized  by 
the  charter,  is  a  matter  tor  the  decision  of  the  proper  offi- 
cers, acting  upon  their  own  views  and  responsibility,  an 
opinion  by  Congress  can  make  it  neither  more  nor  less  their 
duty  to  act.  Whatever,  therefore,  the  opinions  of  the  mem 
hers  of  this  committee  might  be  as  to  the  justice  or  policy 
of  any  Executive  action,  they  deem  it  unauthorized  and 
improper  to  express  them  ofiiciaUy. 

JUsohedt  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
All  which  is  subnutted. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
M.  ALEXANDER, 
NATHAN  GAITHEB, 
A  minotity  of  ike  Commitite  of  Wmf9  and  Mboto. 

Report  of  the  Minority  on  the  subjeet  of  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

HouBx  or  RxpRsssHTATivxs,  March  2, 1832. 

Mr.  Polk,  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  the  following  supplemental  report: 

Since  the  body  of  the  former  report  submitted  by  the 
minotity  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  drawn 
up,  the  corr^pondence  with  the  Western  offices  which 
had  been  called  for,  has  been  received,  and  they  ask  to 
submit  the  following  additional  report  in  confirmation  of 
the  views  already  submitted  in  relation  to  the  Western 
debt.  It  is  to  be  observed,  as  stated  in  the  former  report, 
that  the  exchange  committee  in  their  report  state,  that 
<<  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  agent  had  arrived  in 
England,  and  that  an  arrangement  of  some  kind  would  be 
accomplished,  no  time  was  lost  in  communicating  to  the 
board  the  fact,  that  the  preparations  of  the  bank  wete 
such  as  to  make  it  practicable  to  secure  the  usuual  facili- 
ties to  the  community.  The  subject  was  therefore  im- 
mediately brought  to  the  view  of  the  board  in  the  manner 
stated  in  the  following  extract  from  the  minutes.''  These 
minutes  are  dated  <*  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Septem- 
ber 21, 1832,"  and  conclude  with  authorizing  the  commit- 
tee on  the  offices  <<to  modify  the  instructions  under  which 
the  officers  of  the  bank  have  been  acting,  at  such  points, 
and  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  most  conducive  to 
the  interests  of  the  bank."  *<  Instructions  were  addressed 
to  such  of  the  Western  officers  as  would  most  sensibly 
feel  the  restrictions  authorizing  them  to  resume  the  pur- 
chase of  domestic  exchange,  and  draw  checks  on  the 
bank." 

As  the  information  that "  an  arrangement  of  some  kind 
would  be  accomplished"  in  England,  did  not  reach  the 
exchange  committee  before  the  1st  October,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  perceive  how  it  could  have  had  any  influence  in 
producing  the  proceedings  on  the  21st.  It  now  appears 
by  the  correspondence  with  the  Western  branches,  that 
they  were  not  produced  by  that  cause,  but  by  an  appre- 
hension for  the  safety  of  the  Lexington  office,  which  tlie 
other  offices  in  that  quarter  were  called  upon  to  sustain. 

On  the  11th  September,  as  appears  by  the  correspon- 
dence, the  cashier  of  the  Lexingtdft  branch  wrote  to  ibe 
principal  bank  as  follows,  viz.  *'  The  disposition  by  orga- 
nized concert,  to  make  a  run  for  specie,  seems  to  increase. 
Since  the  28th  May,  we  have  paid  out  about  23,000  dol- 
lars, and  in  the  last  seven  days  6,200  dollars."  '*  We  have 
been  apprised  of  calls  that  will  be  made  for  about  25,000 
dollars,  which  we  are  looking  for  eVery  hour,"  &c.     On 
the  18th  September  the  cashier  of  the  principal  bank 
wrote  to  the  Lexington  branch  as  follows,  viz.  *<  Your 
letter  of  the  11th  instant,  to  the  late  acting  cashier,  has 
been  received,  and  we  have  in  consequence  to  despatch 
by  the  mail  to-morrow  two  of  our  clerks,  Samuel  Mason, 
jun.  and  Edward  Wheeler,  with  fifty  thousand  dollars  in 
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the  United  States  gold  coin  for  your  office.  This  sum,  we 
trusty  will  put  you  quite  at  your  ease,  at  least  until  you 
can  receive  a  supply  of  dollars  from  New  Orleans.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  otlier  offices  to  which  you  hare  written  for 
ud,  Uiatat  Cincinnati  may  be  resorted  to." 

On  the  14th  September  the  cashier  at  I«exing^on  wrote 
that  the  demand  upon  them  still  continued. 

On  the  21st,  the  day  on  which  the  proceeding  before 
adverted  to  took  place,  the  president  of  the  principal 
bank  wrote  to  the  Lexington  branch  as  follows,  viz. 

Babk  UiriTSi)  Statis, 
Sqitember2\^  1832. 

Dear  Six:  I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  and  in  consequence  have  requested  the 
cashier  to  send  immediately  an  additional  sum  of  60,000 
dollars  in  gold,  which,  with  the  previous  remittance  of 
50,000  dollars,  and  the  aids  which  I  hope  you  will  have 
received  before  this  time  from  some  of  the  neighboring 
offices,  will  place  you  at  your  ease.  If  fi-om  day  to  day 
as  we  hear  from  you,  there  should  seem  to  be  a  necessity 
for  a  greater  supply,  it  will  be  forwarded  to  you,  mean- 
while you  will  take  care  of  course  to  keep  out  of  the  way 
of  any  large  demands  by  confining  your  receipts  to  the 
paper  of  your  own  office;  and  keepmgyour  business  with- 
in safe  limits. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  DIDDLE,  President, 

In  addition  to  these  110,000  dollars,  10,000  dollars  more 
are  furnished  from  Louisville,  30,000  dollars  from  St. 
Louis,  25,000  dollars  from  Natchez,  and  110,000  from 
New  Orleans,  making  in  all  275,000  dollars. 

This  is  sufficient,  without  the  aid  of  the  news  of  the 
arrangement  in  Europe,  which  could  not  have  been  re- 
ceived until  more  than  a  week  afterward,  to  account  for 
the  proceedings  of  the  21st  September,  and  the  instruc- 
tions sent  to  those  western  branches  which  were  expected 
to  sustain  the  branch  at  Lexington. 

In  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  Western  debt,  in- 
volving the  safety  of  the  institution,  the  correspondence 
with  the  Western  branches  affords  evidence,  not  before 
the  committee  when  their  former  report  was  drawn  up, 
and  which  goes  strongly  to  confirm  the  opinions  therein 
expressed. 

To  Mr.  Bevan  the  following  question  was  propounded, 
viz.  Of  the  amount  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  re- 
ported in  the  monthly  statements  of  the  year  1832,  do  you 
believe  any  considerable  proportion  to  be  of  the  charac- 
ter of  accommodation  paper  to  be  renewed  by  drawing 
and  redrawing  between  the  bank  and  its  branches,  or 
between  the  several  branches?  Answer.  If  any,  it  must  be 
a  "veTy  limited  amount,  because  the  directors  discounte- 
nanced and  refused,  when  they  knew  it  to  be  such,  and  I 
presume  the  same  course  to  be  followed  in  the  branches, 
which  have  instructions  from  the  mother  bank  to  guard 
against  that  description  of  paper. 

Mr.  Eyre  was  asked.  Is  there  any  amount  of  the  bills 
of  exchange  discounted  or  purchased  by  the  bank,  which 
consists  of  accommodation  paper  produced  by  drawing 
and  redrawing?  Answer.  I  know  of  none;  such  paper 
is  not  countenanced  by  the  bank. 

To  Mr.  Lippincott  the  following  was  propounded:  Of 
the  amount  of  domestic  bills  of  excliang^  reported  in  the 
monthly  statements  of  the  years  1831-%  do  you  believe 
any  considerable  proportion  to  be  of  the  character  of  ac- 
commodation paper  to  be  renewed  by  drawing  and  re- 
drawing between  the  bank  and  the  branches,  or  between 
the  several  branches?  Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any. 

Mr.  Lipnincott  was  also  asked:  Have  the  directors  of 
the  bank  tne  means  of  detecting  any  habitual  practice  of 
drawing  and  redrawing  just  referred  to,  if  it  should  exist 
between  the  branches  when  carried  to  any  extent  ?  An- 
swer.   They  have,  by  means  of  the  periodical  returns  of 


the  branches  to  the  mother  bank  of  the  business  done  at 
those  branches  respectively. 

Of  Mr.  Eyre  and  Mr.  Bevan,*'similar  questions  were 
asked,  who,  each  gave  similar  replies. 

The  preceding  testimony  of  the  two  members  of  the 
excliange  committee,  one  of  whom  was  also  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  offices,  is  before  the  House,  and  we 
take  the  following  extract  from  their  report,  viz. 

<<  In  further  illustration  of  the  character  of  the  Western 
debts,  the  returns  show  that  the  total  amount  of  domestic 
bills  of  exchange,  purchased  at  the  Western  offices  from 
the  Ist  of  July,  1831,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1832,  is 

016,397,094  93 
On  which  the  amount  protested  and  un- 
paid is  -  -  •  -  13,863  36 
Of  which  the  estimate  of  probable  loss  is  1,500  00 
But  as  some  portion  of  this  may  be  still  running  to  matu- 
rity, and  its  fate  undecided,  it  should  be  remarked  that 
the  whole  of  this  estimated  loss  of  1,500  dollars,  arose  out 
of  the  purchases  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Ist  of 
July,  1832, 

Which  amounted  to         -  -  -  ^10, 137,722  22 

On  which  the  total  amount  protested  and 

remaining  unpaid,  is  only         •  -  13,863  36 

The  total  losses  only        -  -  -  1,500  00 

<*  The  cause  of  a  loss  so  little  proportioned  to  the 
amount  of  the  investment  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that 
the  exchange  transactionsof  the  Western  States  grow  out 
of  the  actuu  business,  the  actual  shipments  of  the  pro- 
duce to  the  place  of  its  exportation,  funu8hin|r  to  the 
bank  tiie  triple  security,  of  the  personal  responsibility  of 
the  shipper,  the  property  which  he  exports;  and  again, 
the  personaJ  liability  of  the  merchant  who  receives  it  at 
the  place  of  exportation.  As  an  illustration  of  this,  the 
following  statement  of  the  exchange  operations  of  the 
bank  at  Nashville,  may  furnish  an  interesting  example. 
1831.  Oct.  ^66,512  63.     When  the  few  bills  remuning 

out  of  draughts  on  shipments 
of  the  previous  crop,  had  not 
yet  run  to  maturity. 

1831.  Dec.  1,062,094,  84.  When  the  shipment  of  the 

new  crop  haa  commenced, 
and  the  planters  andginners 
had  begun  to  draw  on  their 
correspondents. 

1832.  April,  2,759,754  93.  When  the  crop  may  be  con- 

sidered to  have  all  been  ship- 
ped and  drawn  upon,  and  of 
course  the  amount  of  bills  at 
tiie  highest  point. 

1832.  Oct.  503,234  90.       When  the  bills  drawn  upon  the 

shipments  of  the  last  crop 
had  mostly  matured. 

1833.  Jan.  9,  2,049,612  02.  The  shipments  of  the  pre. 

sent  crop  having  progressed 
to  some  extent,  the  amount 
of  bills  is  naturally  swelled 
in  proportion." 
The  branch  which  the  exchange  committee  had  select- 
ed to  show  the  sound  condition  of  this  debt,  we  select  to 
show  its  actual  condition.     On  the  10th  day  of  November 
last,  the  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  presidept 
of  the  Nashville  branch,  viz. 

BaVK  OV  THX  UiriTXD  ST1.TS8, 

Nimemher^O^  1832. 

DxAB  Sia:  You  will  receive,  through  the  cashier's  de- 
partment*, notice  of  the  appointments  of  O.  W.  Gibbs  and 
H.  M.  Rutledge,  Esqrs.  as  members  of  your  board.  These 
gentlemen  have  long  been  known  to  us  by  reputation, 
and  I  am  sure  will  make  useful  and  agreeable  associates 
in  the  administration  of  the  office. 

Allow  me  to  ask  your  attention  to  my  letter  of  the 


84 


ATTENDTK—To  Gales  Sf  Beaton's  ReguUr. 


72d  Com:  2d  Sufu] 


Bank  of  ikt  DmUed  SUta. 


Tfth  of  inlf  bity  io  vbicb  I  rwainnu'wated  the  widi  of 
the  boaidy  that  joa  vould  afaituii  frooi  the  purchase 
of  doiaeitic  biD^  except  in  rcductioo  of  pre-existii^ 
debtatothebank.  At  tlie  period  when  mj  letter  reach- 1 
ed  TOO,  fcar  accoontof  domeilic  bilb  was  about  500,000 
dollu*.  Tour  statement  of  the  24th  ohiiDO,  the  latest 
which  has  reached  iis»  shows  that  amount  to  be  upwards 
of  one  million  of  doUars,  bein|^  an  increase  of  more  than 
SOOyOOO  ddhn^  and  making  an  actual  purchase  of  bills  to  I 
the  amount  of  800,000  dolbrs  lince  the  middle  of  August. 
We  are  aware  tluit  many  bills  hare  returned  upon  the 
office,  which  it  was  necessary  to  take  up  by  redrafts. 
But  still  the  amount  exceeds  much  what  had  been  antici- 
pated by  the  board,  and  now  that  this  source  of  demand 
must  hare  ceased,  I  cannot  too  strongly  inrite  your  atten- 
tion to  the  instructions  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  27th 
July,  as  the  receipt  of  your  notes  occasioned  by  the  pur- 
chase may  become  Tery  inconrenient  to  the  bank.  As 
the  season  adrances,  too,  it  would  be  dcsrable  to  shorten 
the  term  of  all  the  bills  which  yon  are  under  the  neces- 
sity of  purchasing,  to  a  period  not  exceeding  fimr  months. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLB, 
JosiAm  Nicaoi,  Esq. 

FretidenfM  Office,  Disdwni  and  DqHmU, 

JYa^villef 


By  this  letter  it  will  be  perceiTed  that  it  was  known  to 
the  bank  at  Philadelphia,  that  many  bills  had  returned 
upon  the  Nashville  office,  which  it  was  necessary  to  take 
up  by  redrafts.  This  letter  called  out  an  explanation 
from  the  president  of  the  Nashville  branch,  dated  22d 
November,  which  was  followed  by  ahotber,  dated  the 
24tb.    A  note  at  the  end  of  the  first,  says, 

«  We  will  not  be  able  to  get  the  debU  due  this  office 
paid;  indeed,  if  any,  it  will  be  a  small  partj  the  means 
are  not  in  the  country." 

In  other  respects,  the  contents  of  the  two  are  almost 
precisely  alike,  and  we  here  give  that  of  the  24th  entire, 
viz. 

Omci  Baxk  Uhitkd  Statzs, 

NaaknUe  24I&  Nov.  1832. 
DsAB  Sin:  On  the  22d  instant,  I  did  myself  the  plea- 
sure of  acknowlc<1ging  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  10th 
instant,  but  as  the  mail  was  just  about  closing  when  I 
wrote,  perhaps  it  did  not  explun  to  your  satisfaction  the 
reasons  why  our  domestic  bill  account  was  so  larg^;  but, 
my  dear  sir,  when  you  are  informed  of  the  debts  that 
those  bills  are  Intended  to  liquidate,  you  will  be  of  the  opi- 
nion  that  we  have  not  exceeded  very  far  in  that  respect. 
The  parent  bank,  and  the  offices  at  New  York,  Baltimore, 
Washin^on,  Richmond,  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Louisville, 
and  Lexington,  have  been,  and  still  continue  in  the  practice 
of  discounting  bills  and  notes  made  payable  at  this  office, 
and  forwai'ding  them  for  collection.  This  has  been  done 
this  season  to,  I  would  say,  three  times  the  amount  of  any 
previous  year;  and,  to  add  to  our  difficulties  last  season, 
we  had  a  very  short  crop  of  cotton,  so  that  our  own^drafts 
predicated  on  the  crop  and  payable  at  New  Orleans, 
could  not  be  paid  out  of  the  crop;  in  consequence  of 
wtuch,  drafts  to  a  very  large  amount  have  been  drawn  by 
the  commission  merchants  of  New  Orleans  on  their  funds 
here,  and  made  payable  at  this  office.  These  drafts 
cannot  be  met,  when  due,  at  this  office,  by  the  payment 
of  cash,  on  account  of  its  scarcity,  and  no  other  means 
could  be  resorted  to  but  drafts  again  on  New  Orleans, 
which  our  directors  thought  right  to  purchase.  Suppos- 
ing that  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  July  permitted  or  au- 
thorized the  protesting  of  paper  discounted  at  the  parent 
hank  and  offices,  as  it  would,  if  sent  back,  have  occasioned 
a  great  many  failures,  if  all,  or  a  large  portion  ofthe  above 
notes  and  drafts  had  been  sent  back  under  protest  to  the 
bank  at  PhiUdelphia,  New  York,  Baltimore,  M'ashington, 


and  New  Orlean%  which  woold  have  been  the  case  hid 
we  not  pnrsiied  the  above  plan;  and  bills  payable  six 
months  after  date  b  as  short  a  thne  as  ought  to  be  taken, 
if  we  wished  to  serve  all  partieB,  as  you  will  be  apprised 
that  those  bills  most  be  paid,  if  at  all,  out  of  the  new 
crop,  and  only  a  very  sohII  part  can  be  In  cash  before 
liay  or  June.  Be  amured,  sir,  tiiat  we  are  as  wdl  con- 
vinced asyoa  are  that  too  many  bills  are  offered  and  per* 
chased,  amounting  to  more  than  the  present  crap  of  cot- 
ton and  tobacco  will  pay;  1  mean  before  aB  those  pipeTs 
are  taken  op.  lamcertainthat  one-half  of  the  ooUecliQa 
paper  sent  here  once  August  fat  payment  has  not  bees 
taken  up  as  yet.  Our  ca&er  will  make  a  statement  to 
you  showing  how  it  stands. 

As  &r  as  we  have  yet  purdiased  bills  this  season,  it  vii 
to  protect  and  pay  the  above  collection  notes  and  bifib 
Cash  we  have  not  given  for  bills  except  smsB  bahnoe^ 
might  be  over  after  taking  up  the  pi^r  intended.  I  am 
also  satisfied  that  adding  our  cash  purchases  and  bills  ve 
received  for  our  own  notes  discounted  (together)  since 
the  1st  April  last,  would  not  amount^  in  the  whole;  to 
more  than  150,000  dollars,  so  that,  if  we  had  erred,  it  was 
to  save  the  parent  bank  and  offices.  Tour  letter  of  the 
10th  instant  was  this  day  laid  before  the  diroetors  request- 
ing an  answer  to  the  several  points  of  it.  A  committee 
of  three  have  been  appointed  to  draft  such  answer,  it  wHl 
be  forwarded  to  you  when  made  up. 
Very  respectfidly, 

JOSIAH  NICHOL,  Prmdad. 
N.  BinniE,  Esq. 

This  was  followed  on  the  26th  by  the  promised  explan- 
ation of  the  cashier,  which  was  ofthe  same  import  We 
content  ourselves  with  taking  the  following  extract,  viz. 

«  The  following  exhibits  the  amount  c<Aected  here  for 
the  parent  bank  and  offices  from  the  1st  September  last 
to  this  date,  which,  with  small  exceptions,  have  been  paid 
through  our  bill  operations,  viz. 

Bank  United  SUtes        -  -  -      #Ur,47S 

Office,  New  York  -  -  -  31,365 

Baltimore  -  -  .  7,607 

Washington        ...  2,460 

Richmond  -  -  -  42,112 

Fayetteville        -  -  -  276 

New  Orleans      -  -  -        746,893 

Natchez  -  -  -  3,  ISO 

St.  Louis  -  -  -  722 

Louisville  .  -  -  51,595 

Lexington  -  -  -  24,902 

Cincinnati  -  -  -  10,001 

Pittsburg  -  -  -  28,521 

Boston    ....  350 


(1,097,427 


*'  In  Alabama  we  have  about  30,000  dollars  loaned  in  ele- 
ven notes,  20,000  dollars  of  which  will  be  turned  into  biSs 
when  they  mature.  All  are  of  the  first  character  for  safe- 
ty. There  are  some  thousands  of  dollars  of  bills  froa 
New  Orleans  and  other  offices  yet  to  mature,  which  caa 
only  be  met  through  our  bill  operations.'* 

The  subject  was  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  branch,  who  adopted,  unanimously,  the  following  re- 
solution, viz. 

**Retolvedy  That  for  the  vtry  satbfactory  rensons  as- 
signed in  the  letters  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  this 
office,  addressed  to  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  pa- 
rent bank,  one  dated  the  22d  of  November,  1832,  the 
other  the  26th  of  November,  iai2,  that  the  bosird  rccwn- 
mend  it  to  the  parent  board  to  permit  tliis  oflSce  to  con- 
tinue its  purchases  of  domestic  bills  at  six  month's  date 
until  the  1st  day  of  March  next.*' 
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Dq>hmaiie  Inlereoune. 


[23d  Cova.  3d  Sbss. 


Notwithfltuiding  the  confidence  of  the  director!  of  the 
ptfent  bink,  that  little  or  none  of  the  debt  baaed  on  do- 
mestic bills  of  exchange  was  in  the  nature  of  accommo- 
dation paper,  to  be  renewed  by  drawinr  and  redrawing, 
we  have  here  conclusive  proof  that  nearly  the  entire  debt 
to  the  NashTiIle  branch  is  precisely  of  that  description. 
Some  of  it,  as  the  president  of  the  branch  admits,  had  al- 
ready been  drawn  for  three  times,  and  he  anticipates  that 
It  will  again  come  back  from  New  Orleans.  By  tne  month- 
ly statements  of  the  1st  of  November  and  the  Ist  of  De- 
cember, it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  domestic 
bills  at  Nashville,  on  the  irth  of  October,  was  895,328 
dollars  and  30  cents,  and  on  the  7th  of  November,  1,245,- 
510  dollars.  The  cashier  states  that  nearly  the  whole 
purchases  made  in  September,  October,  and  November, 
amounting  to  1,097,437  dolliurs,  were  r^raAs,  and  he 
■ays  there  are  some  thousands  of  dollars  of  bills  from  New 
Orleans  and  the  offices  which  can  be  met  only  in  the  same 
way.  The  president  of  the  branch,  in  his  letter  of  the 
S4Ui,  says  that  the  bills  already  offered  and  purchased 
were  more  than  the  present  crop  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
will  pay.  Yet,  as  the  committee  of  exchange  state,  the 
amount  of  these  bills  had  increased  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1833,  to  3,449,613  dollars  and  93  cents.  From  the  state- 
ments  of  the  cashier  and  president  of  the  bank,  there  can- 
not be  a  doubt  that  a  large  amount  of  this  whole  debt  is 
redraAs! 

We  have  here  the  reason  why  there  are  so  few  protests 
in  the  West. 

It  is  with  all  this  evidence  in  the  Bank,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  exchange  inform  us  « the  exchange  transactions 
of  the  Western  States  grow  out  of  the  actual  business,  the 
actual  shi|>ments  of  produce  to  the  place  of  exportation," 
&c.  and  give  us  an  illustration  of  the  small  amount  of  bills 
at  the  Nashville  branch  in  October,  1831  and  1832,  and 
the  large  amounts  in  December,  1831,  April,  1833,  and 
January,  1833.  If  tliey  had  examined  this  evidence,  they 
would  have  seen  that  the  reason  of  all  this  is,  that,  at  the 
periods  of  the  lowest  depression,  the  racers  were  at  the 
other  end  of  the  course.  The  bills  at  New  Orleans  at  the 
times  stated  were  as  follows,  viz. 

1831,  Nov.    4th         -  -      f  1,766,828  68 

1833,  June  25th         -  -        7,031,968  07 

Nov.  2d  -  -        2,501,840  58 

In  the  fall  and  first  part  of  the  winter  they  start  from 
Nashville  and  other  Western  offices  to  New  Orleans,  and 
in  the  spring  and  early  part  of  the  summer  they  start 
back  again.  As  the  amount  sinks  in  Nasliville,  it  rises  in 
New  Orleans;  and  as  it  sinks  in  New  Orleans  it  rises  in 
Nashville.  The  bills  on  New  Orleans  discounted  last 
September,  October,  and  November,  were  at  six  months, 
so  that  they  will  be  falling  due  in  March,  April,  and  May 
next,  at  which  time  the  bill  account  at  New  Orleans  will 
rise  and  that  at  Nashville  sink.  Bills  on  Nashville  will  be 
discounted  to  pay  the  bills  from  Nashville,  and  again  those 
bilb  will  be  piud  by  new  biUa  on  New  Orleans. 

There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  bill  business  at 
the  other  Western  branches  is  any  better  than  at  Nash- 
ville. That  it  is  no  better  at  Louisville,  is  shown  by  the 
letter  of  the  cashier  of  that  branch,  written  in  November 
last,  and  already  adverted  to  in  the  body  of  this  report. 
The  whole  amount  of  domestic  bills  under  discount  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  in  November  last,  as  shown  by 
the  monthly  statements  at  the  close  of  that  month,  was 
10,113,106  dollars  and  37  cents.  Upon  the  supposition 
that  it  is  all  in  the  same  condition  as  the  bill  debt  at  Nash- 
ville, at  least  seven  out  of  the  ten  millions  is  secured  by 
paper  called  race  horse  bills,  which  is  running  from 
branch  to  branch,  waiting  for  crops  to  be  raised  to  meet 
them,  and  running  the  drawers  with  interest,  exchange, 
commission  for  endorsement  and  acceptance,  and  other 
expenses. 

In  our  opinion  no  system  of  banking  operations  could 


be  invented,  more  desolating  and  fiital  to  the  tradiag  and 
planting  community  of  the  West,  than  this  extension  of 
bank  credits  and  overtrading  in  domestic  exchange. 

The  facts  now  disclosed  throw  additional  light  upon  the 
other  branch  of  the  Western  debt.  To  a  great  extent 
the  same  parties  which  are  engaged  in  this  extensive  bu- 
siness of  drawing  and  redrawing,  are  undoubtedly  princi- 
pals and  securities  in  the  notes  discounted.  From  the  let- 
ters of  the  cashiers  at  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and  Nash- 
ville, it  appears  to  be  as  difficult  to  collect  this  debt  as 
that  based  upon  bills. 

It  is  proper  that  we  should  add,  in  conclusion,  that  we 
cannot  suppose  the  directors  called  before  us,  or  the  ex- 
change committee  in  their  report,  could  have  been  fully 
apprised  of  the  facts  disclosed  in  this  correspondence, 
which  Is  herewith  submitted. 


Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States^  iransmH- 
ting  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  dtplomaiU  intercourse  ofihe  United  States  with 
foreign  nations^  February  7,  1833. 

To  the  Bouse  of  Representatives.' 

1  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  our  diplo- 
matic intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASHiHOToxr,  February  7,  1833. 

DxrABTMsarT  of  Statx, 

Washington,  January  31,  1833. 
7b  the  President  of  the  United  States.- 

Sir:  The  general  superintendence  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, which,  under  your  direction,  is  vested  in  the  head 
of  the  State  Department,  would  seem  to  require  that  he 
should,  at  proper  periods,  bring  to  your  view  tiie  state 
of  our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  other  nations,  and 
supTgest  the  measures  which  occur  to  him  for  making  its 
agency  more  effectual. 

That  agency  employed  (necessarily  perhaps^  by  Euro« 
pean  powers,  in  forming  or  defeating  political  combina- 
tions, and  in  a  vigilant  observation  of  each  other*s  plans 
and  operations,  with  us,  has  different  objects.  Remote 
from  these  scenes  of  political  jealousy  and  strife,  strong 
in  our  own  resources,  and  givmg  no  umbrage  by  inter- 
meddling in  the  affairs  of  other  nations;  we  want  no  al- 
liances for  our  defence,  nor  do  we  fear  that  any  will  be 
formed  which  it  will  be  our  Interest  to  defeat;  and  thus 
have  no  motive  for  entering  into  the  vortex  of  European 
diplomacy.  Ours  has  a  distinct  character.  Its  only  ob- 
jects are,  the  preservation  of  peace;  the  extension,  to 
other  powers,  of  a  mutually  beneficial  commerce;  the 
promotion  of  a  friendly  interchange  of  p^ood  offices;  and 
the  establishment,  by  treaty,  of  principles  which  may 
render  wars  less  frequent,  and  disarm  them,  when  they 
must  occur,  of  many  unnecessary  horrors,  inconsistent 
with  the  manners  and  feelings  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

Confined,  however,  to  these  objects,  this  branch  of  the 
Executive  functions  of  our  Government  would  seem  to 
be  sufficiently  important;  but  all  who  have  observed  its 
operations  must  be  convinced,  that  its  utility  is  not  suffi- 
ciently appreciated,  and  that  it  is  even  regarded  with  an 
unreasonaole  jealousy.  Ministers  are  considered  as  fiu 
vorites,  selected  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  foreif^  travel 
at  the  expense  of  the  people;  their  places  as  smecures; 
and  their  residence  abroad  as  a  continued  scene  of  luxu- 
rious enjoyment. 

Their  exertions,  their  embarrassments,  their  laborious 
intercourse  with  the  Governments  to  which  they  are  sent» 
their  anxious  care  to  avoid  any  thing  that  might,  on  the 
one  hand,  give  just  cause  of  offence,  or  to  neglect  or 
abandon  the  rights  of  their  country  or  its  citizens  on  the 
other,  are  all  unknown  at  home.    Even  the  merit  of 


86 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  8eaUm'9  Reguter. 


32d  CoVQ.  2d  Sbm] 


Diphmatie  Inienoane* 


their  correspondence,  from  vhicb,  at  leasts  the'  re* 
wmrd  of  honor  might  be  derived,  is  hid  in  the  ar- 
cbives  of  the  department,  and  rarely  sees  the  light, 
and,  except  in  the  instances  of  a  successful  negotiation 
Ibr  daims,  a  minister  returns  to  his  country,  after  years 
of  the  most  laborious  exertion  of  the  highest  talent,  with 
an  ii^ured,  if  not  a  broken  fortune,  his  countrymen  igno- 
rant of  his  exertions,  and  undervaluing  them,  perhaps,  if 
known.  On  the  whole,  there  is  scarcely  an  office,  of 
which  the  duties,  properly  performed,  are  more  arduous, 
more  responsible,  ana  less  fairly  appreciated,  than  that 
of  minister  to  a  country  with  which  we  have  important 
commercial  relations.  Yet  there  is  some  reason  to  believe 
that  appointments  to  them  are  sometimes  eagerly  sought 
from  the  same  false  ideas  of  the  nature  of  the  employ- 
ment. To  these  mistaken  ideas,  more  or  less  prevalent, 
may  be  traced  many  of  the  evils  which  have  operated 
and  still  operate  injuriously  upon  the  interests  and  repu- 
tion  of  the  country. 

It  is  the  main  object  of  this  report  to  point  out  these 
evils,  and  to  suggest  the  means  of  correcting  them,  for  the 
consideration  of  those  who  can  alone  apply  the  remedy. 

In  doing  this,  the  first  inquiry  will  naturally  be,  whe- 
ther during  our  rapid  increase'  in  population,  in  extent 
of  territory,  and,  above  all,  in  commerce,  a  sufficient 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  extension  of  our  diploma- 
tic relations,  which  is  called  for  not  only  by  these  circum- 
stances, but  by  the  changes  which  are  taking  place  in 
almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Natural  causes,  ob- 
vious to  the  most  superficial  observer,  and  the  habits 
which  they  have  produced,  formed  by  time  into  a  na- 
tional character,  have  made  us  essentially  a  commercial 
and  navigating  people.  But  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion both  require  the  protecting  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  That  protection  can 
only  be  eifectually  given  by  agents  residing  in  the  coun- 
try where  navigation  carries  our  commerce.  Where  we 
have  treaties,  vigilant  officers  must  be  ready  to  see  they 
are  faithfully  executed.  False  constructions,  injurious 
to  our  trade,  may  be  made  by  the  foreign  power  itself; 
subordinate  agents  may  violate  the  spirit  of  our  treaties 
by  improper  exactions,  by  injurious  discriminations,  by 
petty  vexations,  and  all  the  variety  of  impositions  to  which 
an  unprotected  foreigner  is  liable;  and  thus  either  drive 
our  merchants  from  trade  otherwise  lucrative,  or.  if  tliey 
carry  it  on  under  these  disadvantasies,  lessen  its  profits. 
If  these  evils  arise  in  commercial  pursuits,  under  the 
guarantee  of  treaties,  they  must,  evidently,  be  much 
ereater  where  we  have  none.  What  is  to  be  inferred 
from  this  plain  statement,  too  obviously  true  to  be  doubt- 
ed? The  plain  conclusion,  that  wherever  we  have  a 
commerce  worth  preserving,  we  must  have  agents  to  pro- 
tect it.  What  are  to  be  the  attributes  of  these  agents, 
will  form  another  branch  of  this  inquiry.  At  present  we 
must  examine  where  our  diplomatic  agencies  are  located, 
and  whether  their  number  is  commensurate  with  objects 
which  are  required  to  be  attained. 

To  begin  with  Europe.  We  have  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe,  four  missions  that  are  usually  filled  with  minis- 
ters plenipotentiary  and  envoys  extraordinary;  these  re- 
side at  the  courts  of  France,  England,  Russia,  and  Spain; 
and  six  others,  in  which  we  are  represented  by  charge 
d'affaires,  the  lowest  grade  of  diplomatic  agents.  These 
last  are  accredited  at  me  courts  of  Stockholm,  Copenha- 
gen, the  Hague,  Brussels,  Lisbon,  and  Constantinople. 
With  Austria,  Prussia,  Bavaria,  Saxony,  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Germanic  Confederation,  Uie  Hansetowns, 
Switzerhmd,  Sardinia,  the  Papal  Dominions,  Naples,  and 
the  rest  of  Italy,  and  Greece,  we  have  now  no  diploma- 
tic relations  whatever;  and,  with  most  of  them,  have 
never  had  any.  Yet,  with  many  of  these  powers,  we 
have  important,  and  with  all  an  increasing  commerce. 
Whether  it  may  be  proper  to  establish  diplomatic  rela- 


lations  with  any,  and  which  of  these  countries,  it  is  not 
the  purpose  of  this  report  to  show.  It  may  not  be  im- 
proper, however,  to  bring  to  view  the  fact,  that  these 
countries  in  which  we  are  thus  unrepresented,  in  which 
our  merchants  must  trust  for  protection  to  the  inefficient 
representations  of  consuls,  or  to  their  own,  where  we 
have  none,  contain  an  aggregate  population  of  seventy- 
five  millions  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand;  most 
of  them  industrious  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  finest 
countries  in  the  world.  It  is,  however,  believed,  that  by 
a  judicious  distribution  of  our  foreign  mianons,  two  ad- 
ditional ministers  plenipotentiary,  and  two  or  three  mbus- 
ters  of  a  lower  g^rade,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  our  interests  in  Europe. 

In  Africa  we  have  three  consuls  with  smaU  salaries  and 
diplomatic  powers.  They  reside  in  Tunis,  Tripoli,  and 
Tangiers,  in  the  empire  of  Morocco.  Should  the  Pacha 
of  Egypt  establish  his  independence,  another  would  be 
useful  at  Alexandria. 

In  America,  we  have  one  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
New  Grenada,  shortly  to  be  replaced  b^  a  chaig^  d'af- 
fairs;  and  five  ministers  of  this  last  rank  m  liexico^  Cen- 
tral America,  Peru,  Chili,  and  Brazil;  Buenos  Ayres  be- 
ing now  vacant.  Should  these  States,  which  hti^  con- 
stituted the  Republic  of  Colombia  continue  separted,  a 
mission  to  Venezuela  will  be  indispensable,  at  well  for 
the  superintendence  of  the  actual  commerce,  as  for  the 
settlement  of  claims  upon  that  part  of  the  late  Republic 
of  Colombia,  by  our  citizens,  for  illegal  captures  and 
other  demands. 

The  whole  ordinary  annual  expense  of  our  foreign  re- 
Utions  for  the  last  three  years,  has  been  two  hundred 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety^hree  dollars,  ten 
cents;  and  the  foreign  commerce  which  it  has  superin- 
tended abroad,  in  export  and  import,  average  during 
the  same  period  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
millions,  independent  of  tlie  freight  and  the  capi^  re- 
presented by  nine  hundred  seventy-three  thousand  and 
forty-three  tons  of  shipping,  which  cannot  be  calculated 
at  less  than  fifty-eight  miUions;  making  a  total  of  more 
than  two  hundred  and  thirty  millions;  so  that  the  cost  of 
our  foreign  missions  b  less  than  one-eleventh  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital  placed  under  its  protec- 
tion— a  much  more  moderate  rale  of  compensation  than 
is  paid  in  any  other  branch  of  our  Government. 

This,  however,  is  the  least  important  view  of  the  subject. 

A  minister  to  a  foreign  power,  whatever  may  be  his 
rrade,  is  the  accredited  agent  of  his  country.  If  he  is 
forced,  from  the  inadequate  compensation  that  is  allowed 
him,  to  live  in  a  manner  that  will  not  allow  him  to  asso- 
ciate on  an  eaual  footing  with  othera  of  the  same  g^rade, 
he  is  deprived  of  many  of  the  advantages  which  social  in- 
tercourse affords,  to  perform  essential  duties,  and  to  gain 
important  imformation,  which  can  only  be  obtained  by 
mixing  in  the  first  circles.  It  is  not  expected,  nor  should 
I  recommend,  that  his  iJlowance  should  be  such  as  to  en- 
able him  to  vie,  in  expense  of  living,  witii  the  ministers 
of  monarchs,  who  allow  extravagant  salaries,  and  who, 
themselves,  have  large  fortunes,  which  they  expend  is 
addition  to  their  official  allowance;  but  he  ought  to  have 
the  means  of  returning  civilities  which  he  receives;  of 
giving  to  his  counttvmen  a  plain  hospitable  reception 
when  they  visit  the  place  of  his  residence;  and,  above  all^ 
he  ought  to  have  an  allowance  that  will  enable  him  to 
meet  the  expenses  absolutely  necessary  for  the  due  per- 
formance of  his  official  duties,  without  trenching  on  his 
salary  so  much  as  to  render  it  entirely  incompetent  to  his 
necessary  and*  decent  support.  A  charge  d'affaires  re- 
ceives four  thousand  five  hundred  dolbrs  salary.  Uo 
cannot  go  to  court  without  a  carriage,  the  yearly  expense 
of  which  is,  no  where,  less  than  one-fourth  of  his  suaryo 
To  make  the  remainder  meet  the  absolute  expense  of  his 
living,  he  must  live  in  a  hotel  or  boarding  house.     His 
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archives  most  go  with  him;  for  he  cannot  out  of  his  pit- Iter  some  difficulty,  they  have  discovered  his  tavern  resU 


tance  afford  to  hire  an  office.    The  consequence  is  that 
the  important  papers  of  his  mission  must  be  kept  in  a 
tavern;  and  are  liable  to  all  accidents  which  are  inevita- 
ble from  the  nature  of  such  places  of  deposite,  and  from 
frequent  removals.    No  allowance  is  made  to  liim  for 
clerk  hire;  and,  where  his  despatches  ought  to  be  full 
they  are  improperly  abridged;  wnere  they  ought  to  be  in 
duplicate  and  triplicate,  a  single  copy  is  sent,  which  fre 
quently  miscarries.    When  they  should  be  in  cypher 
they  are  written  out,  and  are  liable  to  the  examination  of 
those  through  whose  hands  they  pass;  and  no  record  is 
kept  of  important  papers,  copies  of  which  ought  to  be 
kept;  and  all  this  because  he  has  not  the  means  of  em- 
plopriog  a  person  of  confidence  to  transcribe  his  papers. 
This  evil,  and  it  will  always  exist  while  our  foreign  mis- 
sions are  on  their  present  establishment,  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  consequences  more  injurious  to  our  foreign 
relations  than  could  be  supposed  by  any  one  unacquainted 
with  the  fact.    Very  soon  after  my  coming  into  office,  I 
had  occasion  in  my  instructions  to  some  of  our  foreign 
ministers,  to  refer  to  former  despatches,  or  to  papers 
which  had  formerly  been  sent;  but,  to  my  great  surprise, 
I  found  that  in  some  instances,  no  records  bad  been  kept; 
in  others  they  were  imperfect;  and  in  none  complete. 
So  that  a  minister  on  his  arrival  can  discover  but  very 
scanty  knowledge  of  what  his  predecessor  has  done;  and, 
in  some  instances,  has  been  under  the  mortifying  necessi- 
ty of  applying  to  the  foreign  office  of  the  country  to 
which  he  is  sent  for  information  that  ought  to  have  been 
placed  in  the  archives  of  his  legislation.     Frequent  re- 
movals from  one  hotel  or  lodging  house  to  another  or 
other  accidents,  had  occasioned  the  loss  of  books  and  do- 
cuments with  which  former  ministers  had  been  supplied.* 
So  that  the  archives  of  most  of  our  legations  exhibit  only 
<•  a  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes;"  and  it  has  hap- 
pened, even  in  the  short  time  during  which  I  have  filled 
the  office,  that  negotiations  of  much  importance  have 
been  delayed  until  by  a  protracted  correspondence,  it 
has  been  discovered  that  documents  indispensable  to  its 
progress,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  with  the  lega- 
tion were  wanting,  and  were  to  be  supplied  again  from 
the  department.     To  remedy  his  evil  as  far  as  lay  in  my 
power,  in  future,  supplemental  general  instructions  were 
sent  to  all  our  ministers,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  an- 
nexed, marked  A. 

If  these  should  be  obeyed,  as  I  trust  they  will,  it  can 
only  be  at  a  considerable  expense  for  clerk  hire,  office 
rent,  and  stationery,  to  be  deducted  from  salaries  scarcely 
adequate  to  a  bare  decent  subsistence . 

The  want  of  a  fixed  place  for  doing  business,  and  of  a 
clerk  always  to  be  found  in  it,  to  receive  and  answer  ap- 
plications when  the  minister  is  unavoidably  absent,  is  the 
more  important,  because  of  the  nature  of  the  aflVirs  he 
has  to  transact.  They  are  either  with  his  countrymen, 
whose  business  will  not  admit  of  delay,  or  with  the  func- 
tionaries of  the  Government  to  which  he  is  sent;  the  most 
subordinate  of  which  would  pay  very  little  respect  to  a 
minister  who  had  neither  an  office  to  receive  them  in,  nor 
a  clerk  to  answer  their  inquiries'.  At  home,  the  head  of 
every  subordinate  bureau  attached  to  any  of  the  depart- 
ments, has  an  office,  and  a  messenger,  and  clerks,  and 
6  re,  and  stationery,  and  lights,  and  every  convenience  for 
carrying  on  the  business  entrusted  to  him.  This  is  as  it 
should  be.  But,  to  represent  the  dignity  of  the  country, 
and,  on  a  scanty  salary,  to  transact  its  most  important  con- 
cerns abroad,  we  send  a  man  whom  we  provide  with  none 
of  these  necessaries  for  the  transaction  of  his  business; 
we  force  him  to  do  all  the  drudgfery  of  the  office  with  his 
own  hands,  and  either  to  live  in  some  obscure  place, 
where  his  countrymen  blush  to  find  him  fixed^  when,  af- 

-■  See  supplement  marked  C. 


dence;  or,  at  the  expense  of  his  own  fortune,  to  provide 
what  is  necessary  for  the  interest  and  dignity  of  the  Cio- 
vernment.     The  usual  answer  to  these  representations  is, 
that,  notwithstanding  all  these  inconveniences,  candidates 
are  always  found  eagerly  seeldng  these  appointments. 
But  it  must  be  remarked  that  these  candidates  are  of  two 
kinds.    First,  men  of  wealth,  who  are  willing  to  purchase 
the  honor  of  the  station  at  the  expense  of  their  private 
fortunes.     But,  although  these  are  not  always  the  fittest, 
in  other  respects,  for  the  place,  they  are  sometimes  se* 
lected,  and  their  appointment  is  popular,  because  there 
seems  to  be  no  objection  to  a  minister's  keeping  up  a  de- 
cent appearance,  provided  he  does  it  at  his  own  expense* 
Secondly,  there  are  others  who  seek  these  appointments^ 
because  they  make  false  calculations  on  the  consequences. 
They  resolve  to  be  very  economical,  to  live  within  their 
income,  and  to  be  drawn  into  no  extravagance.    But,  on 
arriving  at  their  place  of  destination,  they  find  that  ex* 
penses  which  might,  with  prudence,  have  been  avoided 
here,  are  inevitable  abroad.    Civilities  are  received  which 
must  be  returned;  strangers  are  introduced  who  must 
be  entertained;  their  countrymen  call  upon  them,  and 
must  be  treated  hospitably.    In  short,  they  find  them- 
selves obliged  to  live  as  others  do,  or  to  forego  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  social  intercourse  would  give  them  in  the 
business  of  their  mission.     The  consequence  b,  that  all 
our  ministers  return  with  impaired  fortunes,  however 
firm  their  resolutions  have  been  to  avoid  unnecessary  ex- 
pense.    It  is  possible  there  may  be  exceptions;  but  they 
are  certainly  very  rare.     If,  then,  none  of  the  ministers 
we  have  sent  abroad,  however  prudent,  have  been  able 
to  live  for  the  salaries  that  are  allowed  them,  the  conclu- 
sion is  inevitable,  that  the  salaries  ought  to  be  increased, 
or  the  ministers  should  be  recalled.    If  the  mission  is  use- 
ful it  ought  to  be  supported  at  the  public,  not  at  private 
expense;  and  the  representatives  or  a  g^eat  nation  ought 
not  to  be  obliged  to  employ,  in  devising  parsimonious  ex- 
pedients for  their  support,  that  time  and  those  talents 
which  ought  to  be  occupied  in  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try i 

The  salary  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary,  in  the  early 
part  of  our  revolution,  was  two  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  equal  to  eleven  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars,  besides  which,  they  had,  in  some  instances,  an  al- 
lowance for  house  rent.  The  embarrassed  state  of  our 
finances  at  a  subsequent  period,  induced  Congjress  to  re- 
duce the  salaries  of  our  diplomatic  agents  to  the  present 
parsimonious  scale.  How  adequate  this  is  to  the  purpose 
designed,  may  be  judged  by  the  representations  in  the 
annexed  paper,  marked  B,  taken  fi'om  the  despatches  of 
our  most  distinguished  ministers;  no  one  of  whom  can  be 
supposed  capable  of  misrepresenting  facts,  even  where 
their  interest  was  concerned.  But,  if  any  doubts  should 
be  entertained  on  the  subject,  they  will  be  removed  by 
conversing  with  any  one  of  our  ministers  who  have  re- 
turned, and  have  now  no  motive  for  exaggerating  the  dif- 
ficulties they  experienced  from  a  scanty  income  while 
they  were  abroad.  Some  of  these  facts,  and  some  of  the 
evils  they  produce,  have  been  frequently  brought  to  the 
notice  of  Congress,  but  as  they  have  hitherto  produced  no 
alteration  in  the  system,  it  is  respectful  to  suppose  that 
there  is  some  good  reason  to  prevnnt  the  obvious  remedy, 
by  a  small  increase  of  salary.  But  the  serious  evil  arising 
from  the  want  of  a  fixed  place  to  keep  the  records  of  our 
legations  abroad,  and  the  disgraceful  state  of  imperfec- 
tion in  which  they  are  kept,  from  the  want  of  an  allow- 
ance for  clerk  hire,  have  never,  it  is  believed,  been  offi- 
cially stated  to  the  Legislature. 

The  inconvenience  is  every  day  felt.  The  minister 
abroad  is  ignorant  of  what  his  predecessors  have  done. 
A  prodigious  expense  for  extra  clerk  hire  is  called  for  at 
the  department,  for  the  copying  of  such  of  the  documents 
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u  are  found  there,  to  lend  to  the  minister  when  the  oc- 
casion calls  for  them.  He  is  obliged  to  grope  bis  way 
through  the  mutilated  documents  he  finds  in  the  archives 
of  his  legation,  before  he  finds  wliat  is  wanting,  and  he  is 
then  forced  to  send  to  the  department  to  know  whether 
they  are  found  there;  and,  after  all  this  delay,  he,  per 
haps,  finds  himself  so  straitened  in  his  circumstances,  as 
to  ask  a  recall  before  he  can  make  himself  master  of  the 
several  subjects  committed  to  his  charge.  Another  min- 
ister succeeds;  another  outfit  must  be  given,  and,  in  the 
end,  false  economy  in  thtSy  as  well  as  in  other  cases,  d^T 
feats  its  own  end. 

rakin?  it,  however,  from  past  decisions,  that  no  inr 
crease  of  salary  will  be  given,  I  respectfully  sugeest,  as  a 
remedy  for  the  evils  I  have  stated,  that  every  diplomatic 
agent  be  obliged,  by  law,  to  keep  regular  books  for  the 
recording  of  idl  the  business  appertaining  to  his  mission, 
in  such  fonn  as  has  been  directed  by  the  Department  of 
State,  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  a  reasonable  allowance 
be  made  in  the  settlement  or  his  account,  for  house  rent, 
stationery,  and  clerk  hire;  and  that  provision  be  also 
made,  by  Uw,  to  defray  the  expense  of  copying  all  docu- 
ments and.  correspondence  in  the  Department  of  State 
which  arc  necessary  for  completing  the  archives  of  the 
several  legations  abroad.  Without  these  provisions,  our 
foreign  relations  can  never  be  carried  on  with'anv  re^- 
larity;  witli  them,  your  ministers  may  live,  with  strict 
economy,  without  material  injury  to  their  fortunesj  they 
will  be  enabled  to  comply  with  the  instructions  given 
tliem  for  the  preservation  and  regular  record  of  their  pa- 
pers; their  correspondence  witli  the  department  will  be 
regularly  kept  up;  and  a  minister  succeeding  another 
within  a  short  time,  may  have  a  complete  knowledge  of 
all  that  has  been  done  by  his  predecessor,  and  what  re- 
mains to  be  done  by  him.  Instructions  from  the  depart- 
ment will  be  less  voluminous,  because  they  will  contain 
references,  only,  to  documents,  instead  of  being  burdened 
with  copies,  sometimes  of  great  bulk;  and,  in  short,  some 
of  the  nrst  duties  of  the  office,  which  are  now  omitted, 
will  be  performed,  because  there  will  be  no  excuse  for 
neglecting  them. 

If  these  allowances  should  be  directed  to  be  made,  it 
will  require  an  additional  annual  expenditure  in  the  fund 
for  missions  abroad,  for  our  present  establishment,  of 
about  thirty-six  thousand  dollars;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
advantages  which  will  be  purchased  at  this  comparatively 
trifling  expense,  there  wiU  be  one  of  no  small  adv:^ntage 
in  a  national  point  of  view.  Young  men  of  education  will 
gladly  attach  themselves  to  the  several  missions,  in  the 
character  of  private  secretaries,  for  the  moderate  allow- 
ance which  die  minister,  by  this  arrangement,  will  be  en- 
abled to  give;  they  will  acquire  habits,  knowledge,  and 
talents,  which  will  fit  them  to  serve  their  country  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  diplomacy,  according  to  their  merits. 

It  is  probable,  sir,  that  some  of  the  opinions  e^^pressed 
in  this  roport  may  not  merit  your  sanction,  They  are  the 
result  of  my  best  reflection  on  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant functions  of  the  department  you  have  committed  to 
my  care;  and  I  should  deem  myself  wanting  in  duty  if  1 
did  not  bring  them  to  your  notice,  and  request  that  they 
might  be  submitted  to  Congress,  whose  wisdom  will  de- 
termine the  consideration,  if  any,  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 


A. — Cireuiar  tupplenunial  to  the  permmal  irutruetioM  to 
the  miniitera,  &£.  of  the  Vn&d  States  abroad, 

DEPASTXxirT  OP  Stitx, 
TVdehington,  2Uh  February,  1832. 

^  Six:  The  direction  contained  in  your  personal  instruc- 
tions which  relates  to  the  archives  or  your  misiuon,  was  in- 


troduced to  avoid  a  great  evil  which  that  direction  has 
hitherto  only  partially  removed.     Neither  the  instruc- 
tions pven  to  a  diplomatic  agent  by  hb  Government,  nor 
the  official  letters  he  receives,  nor  the  records  of  his  an- 
swers, and  of  other  transactions  relating  to  his  office,  are 
his  private  property;  they  are  to  be  kept  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  department  to  which  his  office  is  attached. 
The  public  interest,  and  the  convenience  of  official  inter- 
course with  our  agents  in  a  foreign  country,  require  that 
every  minister  who  succeeds  to  a  misnon  should  know  ac- 
curately tlie  directions  that  have  been  g^ven  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  his  predecessors,  and  what  they  have  done; 
what  communications   they   have  received  from  other 
sources,  and  what  answers  they  have  given.    It  was, 
therefore,  made  a  standing  direction  to  all  our  diplomatic 
agents,  to  preserve  the  archives  of  their  mission  with  the 
utmost  care,  that  they  might  be  delivered  to  their  succes- 
sors, either  immediately,  or  by  means  of  such  persons  ai 
might  be  ordered  to  receive  them  until  the  successor 
should  arrive.     It  has  been  observed,  with  regrel,  at  the 
department,  tliat  these  directions  have  been,  in  many  in- 
stances, but  imperfectly  executed,  and  in  otheis  totally 
disregarded. 

It  is,  therefore,  that,  by  the  President's  direction,  I  call 
your  attention  to  the  subject  by  this  communication, 
which,  being  addressed  without  any  exception  to  each  of 
our  ministers  abroad,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  implying 
a  charge  against  an^  one  in  particular,  but  is  intended  to 
secure  a  more  strict  compliance  with  the  instnictioDs  of 
the  department,  and  to  render  them  more  explicit,  and 
the  compliance  with  them,  in  the  several  missions,  more 
uniform. 

1.  On  the  arrival  of  any  minister  at  the  place  of  his 
destination,  at  his  first  leisure  he  is  [to  examine  the  ar- 
chives of  the  legation;  if  an  inventory  has  been  left  by  his 
predecessor,  he  is  to  verify  it  with  the  person  from  whom 
he  received  it,  by  comparing  the  archives  with  the  inven- 
tory, and  to  acknowledge,  bv  his  signature,  the  receipt  of 
the  several  articles  containea  in  the  inventory,  or  of  such 
as  are  found^  noting  those  which  are  wanting,  and  adding 
those  found  in  the  archives  which  are  not  contained  in  the 
inventory. 

If  no  inventory  has  been  leA,  he  must  proceed  to  make 
one,  and  verify  it  in  the  manner  above  described. 

This  inventory,  in  both  cases,  to  be  Airly  written  and 
copied;  one  copy  to  be  sent  to  the  department,  and  the 
other  kept  in  the  archives  of  the  legation. 

If  a  preceding  inventory  has  been  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment, the  continuation  of  it  only  need  be  sent;  but,  in  all 
cases  where  no  such  inventory  has  been  sent,  it  must  be 
done  without  delay,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  supply  dcfi- 
ciences,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  from  the  matenala  to  be 
foupd  here,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  Preadent  that 
the  arohives  of  each  legation  shall  be  made  complete,  and 
that  henceforth  they  shall  be  kept  so,  on  the  responsibifi- 
ty  of  the  minister  or  agent  in  whose  charge  they  may,  for 
the  tim^  being,  be  placed, 

3.  Every  instruction  or  letter  from  the  department; 
every  written  communication  addressed  to  the  mbiitcr 
from  any  othier  source,  is  to  be  carefully  filed,  endorsed 
with  a  short  note  of  the  contents,  and  an  index  fonned  df 
the  contents  of  each  bundle,  package,  or  box,  in  whidi 
they  are  contained, 

3.^  Proper  books  are  to  be  procurod  in  which  every 
official  paper  of  the  legation,  without  exception,  b  to  be 
fiiirly  copied  and  indexed.  This  is  to  include,  as  well 
protocols  of  conferences,  notes  of  official  conversrtions, 
and  every  megnorandum  necesnry  to  the  full  understaiid- 
ing  of  tlie  histpry  of  his  mission,  as  copies  of  hif  corres- 
pondence* 

4,  Great  pi^e  is  to  be  taken  to  furnish  the  department 
with  copies  of  all  official  notes  or  letters  receiv^  as  well 
as  of  the  answers  given;  to  note  all  convemtions  with 
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men  in  office,  having  any  material  bearing  on  the  relations 
of  the  country  to  which  you  are  sent,  with  the  United 
States,  and  which  you  think  it  important  that  your  Go- 
vernment should  be  informed  of$  to  make  these  notes  as 
soon  after  the  conversations  occur  as  possible,  and  to  send 
copies  in  your  next  despatches.  Whenever  such  notes, 
or  any  other  communicadon  you  make,  would  have  an  in- 
jurious effect,  if  intercepted,  either  on  the  interest  of  the 
country  or  individual  feelings,  it  is  recommended  to  you 
to  use  the  cypher  with  wtucE  you  are  furnished. 

5.  Your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  that  part  of 
your  personal  instructions  which  requires  you  to  mrnish 
statistical  information  for  the  purpose  of  intimating  that, 
at  this  period,  tables  of  export  and  import,  and  tonnage, 
both  foreign  and  domestic;  the  rates  of  duties,  and  every 
other  information  relating  to  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  country  to  which  you  are  accredited,  will  be  parti- 
cularly acceptable  to  the  department,  together  with  any 
interesting  publications  on  those  subjects. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 
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Mr,  Jcihn  Quincy  Jidama  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

**  LovDOH,  31«f  Jii/y,  1815. 
It  is  needless  to  sa^  to  you,  or  to  any  person  having 
been  in  the  same  capacity  here,  that  the  annual  salary  of 
an  American  minister  is  insufficient  to  support  a  man  with 
a  family — ^I  say  not  in  the  style  of  high  official  rank,  but 
in  the  decency  beconung  a  private  gentleman.*' 


«« 


B. 

Statement  in  relation  to  ike  inademtacy  of  the  aalariea  of 

our  mimstera  abroad* 

ENGLAND. 

Mr,  AdmM  to  Mr,  Jay, 

**  LoKDOK,  December  ISth,  1785. 

**  In  this  state  of  things  I  must  be  cautious.  I  am  not 
able  to  pay  the  scribes  like  an  exchequer;  nor  to  pro- 
mise them  pay  or  promotion  like  an  opposition.  And, 
indeed,  parag^phs  in  our  favor  seem  onlv  to  provoke 
ten  inventions  against  us.  Something  migfkt  be  done  in 
time,  however,  by  mixing  in  conversation,  and  explaininjg^ 
or  contradicting  the  grossest  and  worst  abuses.  But  this 
can  be  done,  in  these  countries,  only  by  the  civilities  of  the 
table,  and  by  a  liberal  hospitalit}*,  in  which  we  are  much 
straitened.  House  rent,  furniture,  carriage,  and  a  certain 
number  of  servants,  with  the  daily  expenses  of  living,  which 
cannot  be  avoided  without  becoming  the  scorn  of  the 
world,  and  without  being  insulted  by  every  footman  and 
porter,  consume  all,  and  more  than  idl,  our  allowance. 

*<  I  feel  for  the  circumstances  of  my  country  as  much 
as  any  man  in  it,  but  I  am  sure  those  circumstances  will 
not  be  mended  by  extreme  parsimony  in  the  support  of 
her  servants  and  negotiators  in  Europe.    When  your 
ministers  are  seen  to  take  rank  of  nobles  and  bishops  at 
St.    James',  who  spend  many  thousands  a  year,  and  are 
observefl  to  live  at  home  and  appear  abroad,  with  what 
is  c^alled  **  la  plus  infame  economic,'*  which  is  the  expres- 
sion every  day  in  vog^e,  you  will  find  that  neither  you 
nor   they  will  be  considered  as  of  any  consequence. 
Tour  ministers  abroad  must  keep  a  table  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  strangers  who  are  presented  at  court,  and 
consequently  to  them,  to  return  the  civilities  that  are 
shown  them  by  foreign  ministers,  and  by  people  of  high 
rank  in  the  country.     They  ought  to  keep  a  table,  at 
times,  for  the  entertainment  of  men  of  letters  and  emi- 
nence in  arts  and  sciences,  by  which  they  might  remove 
the   prejudices  of  the  world  against  their  country  and 
themselves,  and  attract  some  attention  and  g^od  will  to 
both.      How  lar  any  of  these  tbin^  are  in  our  power  to 
<lo,  I  cheerfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress; 
being'  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power,  with 
tlie  means  I  have,  and  to  be  happy,  myselr,  whether  I 
make  a  little  figure  or  a  great  one. 

•*  With  great  esteem,  &c. 

"JOHN  ADAMS. 
"  His  Excellency  JoHir  Jjlt, 

Secretary  of  State." 

Vol.  IX.— H 


From  the  same,  30th  September^  1816. 
An  experience  of  the  expense  of  living  here,  for  up- 
wards of  four  months,  even  under  all  the  privation  to 
which  I  have  submitted,  has  confirmed  me  in  the  desire 
to  be  recalled  as  early  in  the  spring  as  the  President  may 
find  it  convenient  to  replace  me,  if,  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  the  Le^lature  should  refuse  an  appro- 
priation for  the  outfit." 

General  remarka  bv  M^,  MeLane^  late  Minister  to  Great 
Britain^  anatunv  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
**  The  salaries  of  the  public  ministers  abroad  must  be 
acknowledged  to  be  utterly  inadequate^  either  for  the 
dignity  of  the  office,  or  the  necessary  comfort  of  their 
families.  At  some  foreign  courts,  and  those  whose  rela- 
tions towards  the  United  States  are  the  most  important, 
the  expenses  incident  to  the  station  are  found  so  burden- 
some, as  only  to  be  met  by  the  private  resources  of  the 
minister.  The  tendency  of  this  is  to  throw  those  high 
trusts  altogether  into  the  hands  of  the  rich,  which  is  cer- 
tainly not  acconfing  to  the  p^mus  of  our  system.  Such 
a  provision  for  public  ministers  as  wotild  obviate  these 
evils,  and  enable  the  minister  to  perform  the  common  du- 
ties of  hospitality  to  his  countrymen,  and  promote  social 
intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  both  nations,  would 
not  only  elevate  the  character  of  his  country,  but  essen- 
tially improve  its  public  relations."  (Report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  of  Tth  December,  1831.) 

FRANCE. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay,  com- 
plains that  it  is  attempted  to  deduct  500  pounds  lh)m 
3,500,  which  he  received  annually,  the  whole  of  which 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  support  the  style  of  living 
which  he  had  to  adopt.  (Letter  dated  19th  June,  1785. 
Dip.  Correspondence,  vol.  4^  p.  318} 

James  Monroe,  in  a  letter  dated  17th  December,  1810, 
to  the  Auditor,  says, 

**  The  reason  in  fiivor  of  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
our  ministers  abroad,  are  as  strong  as  for  an  increase  of 
that  of  those  at  home,  if  not  much  stronger;  and  there  is 
one  reason  of  great  force,  which  is  peculiarly  applicable 
to  the  former.  The  spirit  of  our  Government,  and  the 
manners  of  our  people,  not  only  authorise,  but  inculcate 
economy  at  home  in  the  expenditure  of  our  public  func- 
tionaries; but  that  indulgence  cannot  be  enjoyed  by  those 
abroad,  however  consonant  it  may  be  to  their  habits  and 
inclinations,  or  necessary  to  their  circumstances." 

CHILL 

John  Hamm,  cliarg^  d'affaires,  says  that  he  cannot  dis- 
charge, properly,  the  duties  of  his  office,  without  the  al- 
lowance of  an  interpreter  or  secretary.  (Despatch  of 
20th  June,  183k} 

BUENOS  AYRES. 
F.  Baylies,  charge  d'afiiures,  has  employed  a  transla- 
tor, and  requests  the  allowance  of  his  sahuy.  (Despatch 
of  30th  June,  1832. )  In  the  same  letter  he  observes,  **  I 
hope  your  discretionary  power  is  sufficient  to  remunerate 
this  expense,  for  I  already  foresee  that  my  annual  allow- 
ance will  be  insufficient  here,  even  for  the  very  moderate 
establishment  on  which  I  have  placed  myself." 
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BELGIUM. 

Hagh  Legmr^,  chaig^  d'affairefl,  Mkfl  the  aOowuices  of 
clerk  hire  and  houae  rent  for  an  ofilce;  and  says*  **1 
would  take  the  liberty  of  remarking  bere«  that  without 
an  allowance  of  the  Und,  the  situation  of  a  charge  d'af- 
fiiires,  hj  no  means,  as  I  know  from  experience^  desirable 
in  itself^  becomes,  in  the  last  degree,  irksome  and  dis- 
agreeable. I  think  the  Executive  ou^t  to  press  it  upon 
the  consideration  of  CongrMs,  that  it  is  far  from  being  an 
advantage,  in  any  point  of  view,  to  the  American  people, 
to  send  its  representatives  abroad  with  inadequate  com* 
pensation,  as  it  is  to  expose  them  to  perpetual  mortifica- 
tion, and  to  make  their  whole  life  a  painful  struggle  to 
reconcile  inevitable  expenses  with  necessary,  however 
sordid,  parsimony."  (Despatch  No.  3,  dated  17th  Octo- 
ber, 1832.) 

FRANCE. 

Tftamoi  Jtffettaa  U  Colonel  Monroe^  dated 

Paris,  \7ih  June,  1785. 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  my  outfit;  for  the 
articles  of  household  furniture,  clothes,  and  carriage. 
I  have  already  paid  twenty-eight  thousand  livres,  and 
have  still  more  to  pay.  For  the  greatest  part  of  this,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  anticipate  my  salary;  from  which, 
however,  I  shall  never  be  able  to  repay  it.  I  find  that,  by 
a  rigid  economy,  bordering,  however,  on  meanness,  I  can 
save,  perhaps,  five  hundred  livres  a  month,  at  least  in  the 
summer.  The  residue  g^oes  for  expenses,  so  much  of 
course  and  of  necessity,  that  I  cannot  avoid  them,  with- 
out abandomng  all  respect  for  my  public  character.  Yet 
I  will  pray  you  to  touch  this  string,  which  I  know  to  be 
a  tender  one  with  Congress,  with  the  utmost  delicacy. 
I  had  rather  be  ruined  in  my  fortune  than  in  their  esteem. 
If  they  allow  me  half  a  year's  salary  as  an  outfit,  I  can  get 
throuf^  my  debts  in  tune.  If  they  raise  the  salary  to 
what  it  was,  (2,500  pounds,)  or  even  pay  our  house  rent 
and  taxes,  I  can  live  with  more  decency.''  (Diplomatic 
Correspondence. ) 

SPAIN. 
Mr.  Everett,  minister,  claims  office  rent. 


ENGLAND. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Jay,  he  says,  in  re- 
lation to  his  appointment  as  minister  to  England,  <<  there 
is  a  certain  appearyice,  in  proportion  to  rank,  which  all 
the  courts  of  Europe  make  a  serious  point  of  exacting 
from  every  body  who  is  presented  to  them. 

"  I  need  not  say  to  you,  sir,  because  you  know  it  per- 
fectly, that  American  ministers  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  make  this  appearance  at  court;  they  are  now  less  able 
to  do  it  than  ever.  I  lament  this  necessity  of  consuming 
the  labor  of  my  fellow  citizens,  upon  such  objects,  as 
much  as  any  man  living;  but  I  am  sure  that  the  debasing 
vour  ministers,  so  much  below  their  rank,  will,  one  day, 
have  consequences  of  much  more  importance  to  the  hus- 
btndman,  artisan,  and  even  laborer." 

RUSSIA. 

H.  l^iiddteton,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  18th  July,  1826,  says,  that  **  his  pecuniary  circum- 
stances will  not  admit  his  continuing  much  longer  at  a 
court  where  so  much  representation  is  necessary."  In 
the  same  letter,  he  alludes  to  the  necessity  of  his  appear- 
ance at  Moscow,  at  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor  and 
Empress,  upon  which  occasion  he  asks  to  be  authorized 
to  charge  the  expenses,  &c. 

In  despatch  No.  85,  dated  11th  May,  1829,  he  says,  in 
relation  to  a  particular  ceremony  at  court:  ••  An  invitation^ 
of  this  sort  being  equivalent  to  an  order,  under  pain  ofl 


displeasure,  I  feel  well  satisfied  to  have  been  exempted 
from  a  dul^  for  which  the  pecuniary  meaoa  at  my  <fis- 
poMl  are  totally  inadequate.** 


C. 

SUUemeni  of  the  defidtney  m  ikt  rtoardM,  popen,  and  hooks 

of  our  flunigten  abroad. 

ENGUkND. 

[Sent  by  Aaron  Vail,  charff^  d'afiiurea.] 
The  earliest  book  of  records  of  the  carreymaence 
from  this  legation  seems  to  be  that  commr.nr.mg  on  1st 
August,  1836,  under  Mr.  GaUatin.  They  are  canfiiiticd 
up  to  the  present  time.  From  this  it  would  appear  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  different  missions  to  Englimd,  from 
the  first  misnon  to  the  Ist  of  August,  1886,  sre  mt  re- 
corded in  the  legation. 

The  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State  to  the 
legation,  on  file  there,  commence  with  tiioae  addi  eased 
to  Mr.  Barbour.  Instructions  numbered  1,  3,  5,  from  9 
to  31  inclusive,  to  Mr.  McLane,  are  not  in  the  l^gmtkm. 
The  despatches  from  the  Department  of  State  prior  to 
Mr.  Barbour's  mission,  [1838,]  do  not  appear  to  be  on  file. 


FRANCE. 
[Sent  by  Mr.  Rives,  late  minister.^ 

The  record  of  despatches  from  the  legation  oommenccs 
in  March,  1810;  all  prenous  to  this  date  are  missing. 

In  relation  to  the  despatches  received  by  the  legation 
from  the  Department  of  State,  Mr.  Rives  aays:  "  No 
regular  record  (excepting  a  portion  of  those  received  by 
Mr.  Crawford)  or  a  file  of  despatches  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  has  been  kept  by  any  of  my  predecessors; 
and  if  it  is  desirable  to  complete  the  archives  of  tlus  lega- 
tion, in  this  respect,  an  entire  series  of  despatches  iram 
the  Department  of  State  should  be  fiimidied  from  the 
first  mission  to  France  down  to  the  20th  Jaly,  1829." 
(Mr.  Bives's  despatch.  No.  130.) 


RUSSIA. 
[Sent  by  Mr.  J.  Randolph  Clay  and  Mr.  Buchanjui.} 

None  of  the  records  or  despatches,  previous  to  Mr. 
Middleton's  mission  (1823,)  seem  to  be  on  file.  With 
respect  to  the  objects  in  the  legation,  Mr.  Clay  says; 

<<  No  record,  no  account,  or  voucher  of  any  kind,  in 
short,  the  seal  made  under  Mr.  Middleton's  orders^  and 
the  sorrv  trunk  contuning  it,  constitute  the  whole  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  in  what  is  ^gnified  by  the 
title  of  chancery  of  the  American  legation  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh. 

DENMARK. 

Mr.  Wheaton  says  in  his  despatch  of  the  8th  Decem- 
ber, 1832: 

*'  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  despatch 
No.  16,  under  date  of  the  20th  September  last,  from  the 
acting  Secretary  of  State.  In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  no  archives  of  thi<i  legation  existed  previous  to  my 
arrival  here,  in  the  year  1827;  nor  was  there  then  a  single 
paper,  book,  or  document  belonging  to  the  Government, 
except  those  I  brought  with  me.  The  proper  ardiivea 
of  the  legation  have  been  carefully  preserved  in  two 
books,  one  of  which  (^jntains  all  the  official  communica- 
tions from  the  department  to  the  mission,  and  the  other 
its  correspondence,  both  with  the  department  and  with 
this  Government,  so  arranged  as  to  be  more  conveniently 
referred  to,  and  read,  tiian  if  filed  in  bundles  or  doaierOf 
in  the  usual  manner. 

*'  Inclosed  is  a  detailed  list  or  inventory  of  the  archives 
now  belonging  to  this  mission.** 
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ARilY— ENUSTII£NT  OF  MINORS,  8(C. 

HouBi  Qv  R»&ESBim.TnnB8,  Deetmber  17»  1832. 

Head  Quaktbbs  of  the  Asxt, 

Waakingion,  February,  1832. 

Sim:  Arreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  24tii  of  Januuy,  I  have  the  honor  of  stating  here 
belowy  my  opinion  of  the  expediency  and  practicability 
of  carrying  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatiTes,  of  the  3d  of  Januaiy,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ward. 

'*  1st.  Of  enlirting  into  the  army,  minors,  from  the  ages 
of  sixteen  to  seventeen,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  their 
parents  or  guardians,  to  serve  for  the  period  of  four  years. 

<'2d.  of  establishing  schools  at  such  military  posts, 
ganisoned  exclusively  by  the  troops  so  enlisted,  for  the 
purpose  of  teaching  such  branches  of  education  as  will  fit 
and  prepare  the  soldiers  for  situations  of  usefulness  in  life, 
and  of  Inducing  their  monthly  pay  in  the  ratio  of  two  dol- 
lars for  every  nve  dollars  now  paid. 

••3d.  Of  retaining  the  whiskey  portion  of  the  ration, 
to  be  paid  either  in  money,  military  equipments,  or  in 
some  suitable  badge  of  honor. 

••4th .  Of  exempting  all  such  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  who  shaU  have  served  for  the  period  of  four 
years,  from  militia  duty,  except  in  cases  of  war,  inva- 
sion, or  other  public  emergency;  and  that  ttie  committee 
inquire  how  far  such  enlisSnents  and  provisions  may  tend 
to  destroy  or  lessen  the  evil  of  frequent  desertion.'^ 

With  regard  to  the  several  propositions  contuned  in  the 
resolution,  I  have  to  remark,  that  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
lads  of  the  proposed  age,  who  might  be  enlisted  into  the 
service  with  the  consent  of  their  parents,  in  time  of  peace, 
would,  generally,  in  all  probabibty,  be  of  a  character  not 
suited  for  the  public  service;  that  none  but  idle,  profli- 
gate, and  incorrigible  lads,  who  could  not  be  controlled 
by  their  parents  or  guardians,  would  he  permitted  to  be 
enlisted;  and  should  such  be  enlisted,  there  would  be  no 
probability  of  Improving  them,  as  they  would  come  with 
confirmed  habits  of  idleness;  and  our  discipline  is  too  mild 
to  expect  a  reformation  of  them  through  its  means.  I 
would  prefer  that  the  ages  of  the  boys  should  be  much 
younger,  and  would  propose  not  less  than  twelve,  nor 
more  than  thirteen  years,  and  the  term  of  enlistment  to 
be  twelve  years,  or  until  they  should,  respectively,  have 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  At  such  a  tender 
age,  the  boys  might  be  instructed  in  the  art  of  reading 
and  writing  the  English  lang^uage  correctly;  and,  as  they 
advanced,  they  should  be  taught  the  principles  of  mathe- 
matics, as  far  as  to  enable  them  to  apply  them  to  all 
common  calculations,  and  to  practical  geometry,  for  civil 
and  military  purposes.  I  would  also  propose  that  they 
should  be  instructed  in  all  the  various  handicraft,  which 
might  be  useful  to  the  service  in  their  capacity  as  soldiers, 
and  which  might  enable  them,  after  leaving  the  service, 
to  provide  for  themselves  a  decent  support.  In  a  word, 
I  would  cause  them  to  be  instructed  after  the  manner 
of  the  cadets  at  West  Point,  only  beginning  at  the  very 
rodtments  of  instruction  in  every  thing  to  be  taught. 
They  should  be  neatly  and  well  dr^sed  as  soldiers,  driUed 
every  day  in  military  exercises,  and  made  to  perform  all 
the  duties  of  soldiers  and  non-commissioned  omcers.  For 
which  purpose,  I  would  propose  that  one  of  the  forts  best 
fttuated  should  be  made  the  school;  and,  after  the  expe- 
riment is  fairly  tested,  if  successful,  that  other  schools 
should  be  established  at  other  suitable  places.  For  in- 
stance, let  us  begin  the  experiment  at  Fort  Monroe,  in 
the  Chesapeake,  where  there  are  all  the  accommodations 
necessary  for  the  purpose.  Let  there  be  enlisted  five 
Kandred  boys,  of  the  age  above  mentioned,  and  for  the 
term  speetfted;  these  boys  to  receive,  for  the  first  three 


rations;  then,  for  two  years,  the  full  pay  of  a  soldier;  af- 
ter that,  to  be  promoted  to  be  corporals,  and,  when  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  to  be  formed  into  companies;  the  most 
expert  soldiers,  and  the  best  in  regard  to  conduct,  to  be 
made  sergeants.  Then  send  all,  except  two  companies, 
to  relieve  such  companies  as  are  in  other  garrisons,  so  as 
to  relieve  a  whole  garrison  at  a  time,  that  there  may  be 
none  of  the  old  soldiers  at  any  of  the  posts  occupied  by 
the  schooled  soldiers.  Fill  up  the  school  at  Fort  Monroe, 
until  the  whole  of  the  artillery  may  be  composed  of  the 
lads  educated  at  that  place,  unless  other  schools  should  be 
established  for  the  same  purpose.  In  order  to  give  en« 
couragement  to  those  who  have  attained  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral, they  should,  afler  serving  three  years  as  corporals, 
be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeants,  so  that,  eventually, 
the  whole  army  would  be  composed  of  non-commissioned 
officers,  who  should  perform  the  duties  of  privates  and 
non-commissioned  officers  in  rotation,  except  two  in  each 
company,  who  should  be  selected  from  the  most  deserv- 
ing, to  be  sergeant  major  and  quartermaster  sergeant  of 
the  company,  to  whom,  as  a  suitable  encouragement,  a 
higher  pay  should  be  allowed.  I  would,  in  like  manner, 
provide  for  musicians,  to  be  instructed  according  to  the 
same  rule,  who  should  have  the  advantages  of  education, 
promotion,  and  increased  pay.  If  the  plan  here  propos- 
ed should  be  adopted,  three  points  might  be  mentioned 
as  suitable  places  for  the  schoob,  to  wit:  Fort  Adams,  in 
the  harbor  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island;  Fort  Monroe,  in 
the  Chesapeake;  and  Jefferson  Barracks,  in  Missouri.  As 
a  fiirther  encouragement  to  the  troops  so  educated,  I 
would  recommend  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
appoint  to  each  military  post,  a  post  adjutant  and  post 
commissary,  to  be  selected  from  the  non-commissioned 
officers  who  may  have  served  out  their  term.  These  post 
offii^ers  to  have  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  second 
lieutenants,  or  of  the  lowest  grade  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers that  then  might  exist;  and,  thereafter,  that  all  com- 
missaries of  posts  be  appointed  from  the  non-commission- 
ed officers  who  have  performed  their  duty  faithfully;  and 
that,  besides,  to  each  battalion,  there  should  be  appoint- 
ed  a  subadjutant,  to  be  also  a  promotion  for  the  non-com- 
misnoned  officers;  and  that,  after  having  attained  these 
places,  tliey  shall  respectively  be  considered  as  candidates 
for  appointments  of  higher  degree  in  the  nulitary  esta- 
blishment, should  they  continue  to  merit  further  advance- 
ment. No  bounty  should  be  offered  for  enlistments.  The 
boys  should  be  received,  after  a  carefiil  inspection  as  to 
health,  size,  and  probable  fitness  for  the  duties  to  be  en- 
countered. The  punishments  shoul^  be  small  deductions 
from  their  pay,  and  confinement  to  quarters,  &c.,  to  be 
established  by  a  fixed  rule.  Good  conduct  to  autliorize  a 
restitution  of'^  the  pay  deducted,  in  proportion  to  amend- 
ment. No  flogging,  or  other  severe  punishments  should 
be  allowed.  The  officers  who  have  been  educated  at  the 
militaiy  academy  should  be  the  instructors  of  the  school, 
who  should  receive  a  small  additional  compensation  in 
consideration  of  their  services. 

The  advantages  expected  to  result  from  the  establish* 
ment  of  these  schools,  are,  1st.  To  render  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  army  more  respectable.  2d.  To  insure  good 
officers  and  non-commisnoned  offiers  for  a  large  ^rmy, 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary  to  augment  the  nulitary 
establishment.  ^.  To  disseminate  practical  militanr 
knowledge  more  generally  throughout  toe  republic;  and, 
finally,  to  banish  vice,  and  prevent  desertion  m  the  army. 
The  soldier,  diould  he  think  proper  to  retire  from  the 
service  at  tiie  end  of*his  first  enlisbnent,  will  retire  to  his 
friends  with  a  good  education,  with  a  knowledge  of  some 
useful  trade,  and  will,  in  fact,  be  a  valuable  citizen  where- 
ver he  may  establish  himself.  Besides  the  advantares 
which  would  result  to  the  regular  forces,  men  thus  edu- 
cated for  military  purposes  would,  on  retiring  to  their 


years,  tbreo  dollars  a  monUi,  with  suitable  clothing  and  jhomes,  be  found  to  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  imlitia  of 
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their  respective  States,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
(Cmpted  from  duty  in  the  militia  as  proposed. 

The  great  difficulty  in  our  country  has  been  the  obtain- 
big  of  persons  of  the  requisite  character  and  intelligence 
to  be  non-commissioned  officers.  In  time  of  war,  that 
class  of  officers,  well  instructed,  b  indispennble  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  service.  They  are  so  intimately  connect- 
ed with  the  soldiers,  that  on  them,  in  a  neat  measure, 
depend  the  moral  character,  health,  comfort,  discipline, 
and  general  efficiency  of  the  rank  and  file.  There  are  so 
many  small,  yet  essential  duties  to  be  performed  by  non- 
commissioned officers,  that  unless  they  are  well  instructed 
and  practised  in  them,  no  system  can  be  pursued;  and  on 
the  faithful  execution  of  what  is  intrusted  to  them,  the 
good  of  the  service,  in  a  ereat  measure,  rests.  There  will 
also  be  created,  by  this  pkn,  a  description  of  officers  long 
wanted  in  our  service,  that  is,  persons  of  the  reauisite  ha- 
bits, intelligence,  honesty,  and  carefulness— a  kmd  of  iso- 
lated staff  officers;  sucb,  fur  instance,  as  post  commissary, 
post  adjutant,  miUtary  storekeeper,  keeper  of  magazines 
of  powder  and  ammunition,  keeper  of  arsenals  in  which 
arms  are  deposited  for  safe-keepmg,  or  for  immediate  dis- 
tribution and  use.  These  men,  from  their  habits  and  their 
knowledge  of  such  things,  would  be  the  most  fit  persons 
to  occupy  such  pUces;  and  the  pUces  would  be  so  many 
rewards  for,  and  inducements  to,  good  conduct.  Some 
scheme  of  this  nature  has  been  wanted,  to  give  respect- 
ability to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regular  army,  to  induce 
jood  men  to  enter  it;  and,  finally,  to  secure  to  the  public 
faithful  and  efficient  officers,  for  keeping  in  a  state  of  pre- 
servation the  military  supplies,  vast  quantities  of  which 
arc  constantly  accumulating.  When  it  shall  be  generally 
known  that  such  advantages  are  offered  to  the  faithftil 
soldier,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  filling  our  ranks,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  applications  for  admission  into  the 
schools  of  the  army  will  be  as  pressingly  made  as  they  are 
now  for  filling  the  list  of  cadets  at  West  Point.  The  ad- 
vantages, though  not  in  every  respect  equal,  will,  never- 
tbelesB,  be  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to  claim 
the  attention  of  many  worthy,  good  people. 

To  present  the  whole  subject  in  a  more  condensed  and 
q)ecific  form,  I  beg  leave  to  offer,  herewith,  the  draught 
of  a  bill,  which  wiD  exhibit  more  clearly  the  schejne  ^ 
riew. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ALBX.  IfACOMB,  Mt^or  General 

Commanding  the  JSrmy» 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  Deattov, 

Chmrman  Mil,  Com»  J7.  22. 


A  Bill  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  rank  and  fik  of  ike 

army* 

1.  Beit  enacted,  £^<;.,  That,  whenever  the  President  of 
the  United  States  sball  deem  it  expedient,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  him  to  cause  to  be  enlisted  into  the  armv  of  the 
United  States  such  number  of  boys  as  be  may  judge  pro- 
per, whose  age,  when  enlisted,  shall  not  be  less  than 
twelve  years,  nor  more  than  thirteen  years,  to  serve  until 
they  respectively  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  unless  sooner  discharged;  provided  Die  said  boys 
shall  be  enlisted  with  their  own  free  will,  and  with  the 
written  consent  of  their  respective  parents  or  guardians, 
if  any  such  they  have;  and,  if  they  have  none,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  proper  authorities  of  the  tawn,  place, 
or  city,  in  which  such  boys  may  respectively  reside. 

2.  Be  it  further  enaciea.  That  the  said  boys,  when  so 
enlisted,  shall  be  assembled  at  such  military  post  or  posts 
as  the  President  may  direct,  where  shall  be  established 
schools  for  their  instruction  in  reading  and  writing  tlie  Eng- 
lish language;  in  arithmetic,  mathematics,  and  other  pro- 
per branches  of  study;  also,  in  the  military  arts  and  exer- 


cises, and  in  such  handicraft  trades  as  may  be  judged 
useful  and  proper. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  boys  sliall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  such  clothing  and  subsistence  as  may  be 
necessary  for  them,  provided  they  shall  not  exceed  the 
cost  of  the  clothing  and  subnstence  now  allowed  to  sol- 
diers in  the  army;  and  that  their  pay,  reapectiveiy,  abaS 
be  as  follows:  for  the  first  three  years  alter  their  enlist- 
ment, three  dollars  per  month;  for  the  next  two  years 
five  dollars  a  month;  they  shall  then,  respectiTely,  be  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  corporals,  provided  their  comduttbe 
such  as  to  justify  it,  and  be  entitled  to  the  pay  mltshchcd 
to  that  grade.  They  shall  then  be  formed  into  compa- 
nies, with  a  due  proportion  of  sergeants.  The  ser;geant5 
to  be  appointed  from  the  most  meritorious*  as  a  revird 
for  superiority  in  good  conduct.  The  said  corporals^  af- 
ter serving  three  years,  shall  severally  be  fiirther  promot- 
ed to  the  rank  of  sergeants,  provided,  as  before,  their 
conduct  shall  justify  such  promotion,  with  the  pay  and 
emoluments  attached  to  said  grade;  but  they  shall,  never- 
theless, perform  the  duties  of  private,  corporal,  and 
geant,  in  rotation,  according  to  sucb  rule  as  shall  be 
blished  by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes. 

4.  Be  it  further  enaetedj  That  the  said  compaoies  shall 
be  organized  in  the  same  manner  as  the  companiea  now 
authorised  in  the  several  regiments  of  sitillery  Sknd  in- 
fantry, and  be  officered  in  like  manner,  and  are  to  replace 
such  companies,  in  said  regiments,  as  shall  be  broken  up. 
To  each  company  tiiere  shall  be  attached  one  sergeant 
major,  to  be  charged  with  the  details  of  the  compaoy, 
under  the  direction  of  the  captain  or  commanding  officer; 
one  quartermaster  sergeant,  to  be,  in  like  manner,  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  company, 
charged  with  the  clothing,  provisions,  and  other  pro- 
perty belonging  to  tlie  company,  whose  pay  and  sub- 
sistence, respectively,  shall  be  equal  to  that  of  a  cadet, 
with  the  addition  of  suiuble  clothing,  to  be  funushed  by 
the  public. 

5.  Beit  Jurther  enacted.  That  such  of  the  non-c«3inmis- 
sioned  officers  as  shall  be  employed  in  other  duties  than 
those  in  the  line,  as,  for  instance,  in  any  of  the  trades 
they  may  have  been  taught,  as  blacksmiths,  carpenters, 
wheelwrights,  hamessmakers,  whitesmiths,  or  other  bandi- 
oraft,  except  military  works,  in  the  laboratoiy,  police,  or 
other  necessary  duties  connected  with  the  camp  or  gar- 
rison, shall  receive  an  extra  allowance  of  twenty  cents 

{>er  day;  but  ardent  spirits  are,  on  no  accoun^  to  be  al- 
owed  or  issued  to  them  as  rations,  or  gratuitously,  for 
services. 

6.  Be  it  further  enaeled.  That  after  the  completion  of 
a  ftiU  term  of  enlistment,  by  any  non-commissioned  officer, 
who  has  enlisted  according  to  this  act,  in  a  manner  to  en- 
title him  to  an  honorable  discbarge,  the  President  may 
authorize  the  appointment  of  such  non-commisaooed  offi- 
cer so  discharged,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  colonel 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  such  non- 
commissioned officer  belonged,  or  under  whom  he  mav 
have  served  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  to  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing offices,  to  wit:  To  be  a  subadjutant  to  a  battalion 
or  post,  with  the  pay,  rank,  and  emolument  of  a  cadet, 
with  suitable  clothing,  provided  there  be  not  more  than 
one  to  each  battalion  or  post;  said  subadjutant  to  perform 
the  duties  heretofore  performed  by  sergeant  majors  of  re- 
giments, to  be  in  lieu  of  said  sergeant  majors.     Post  adju- 
tant, post  commissary,  each  with  the  rank,  pay,  and  enu>- 
luments  of  second  lieutenant,  provided  there  be  not  more 
than  one  of  each  appointment  to  each  military  post;  or  to 
be  keeper  of  military  stores,  and  keeper  of  tnsgazines 
and  arsenals,  under  the  direction  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, with  the  pay,  rank,  snd  emoluments  of  the  lowest 
grade  of  commissioned  officers  in  th.e  line  of  the  army. 
Uesides  these  said- appointments,  the  said  non-comroisaon- 
ed  officers  who  have  fouUifuHy  served  their  ttrqi  cut,  sliall 
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be  otherwise  eli^ble  to  promotion  in  the  line  of  the  army, 
accordin|^  to  their  respectiye  merits. 

7.  Be  ti  further  enacted,  Tiiat  the  President  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  detailed  from  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the  army,  such  number  of  them 
as  may  be  necessary  to  instruct  the  said  boys,  who  shall 
be  entitled,  respectively,  to  receive  an  additional  compen- 
tation  of  ten  doUars  a  month  while  actually  so  employed; 
and,  also,  may  cause  to  be  detailed  from  the  army  such 
mechanics,  or  may  direct  to  be  engaged  such  number  of 
mechanics,  of  respectable  character,  and  of  different 
trades,  as  may  be  requisite  and  capable  of  teaching  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  works  proper  to  be  taught  to  the  said 
boys,  in  conformity  with  tiie  second  section  of  this  act. 
The  said  mechanics  to  receive  the  monthly  pay  of  twenty- 
five  dolUrs,  and  the  rations  and  clothing  of  a  soldier. 

8.  Be  it  further  enadedy  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  cause 
a  suitable^  number  of  said  boys,  who  may  show  the  natu- 
ral dispoation  for  the  attainment  of  knowledge  in  music, 
to  be  insbiicted  on  the  several  instruments  used  in  the 
army,  besides  the  instruction  directed  to  be  ^ven  to  the 
other  boys;  the  said  boys  selected  for  musicians  to  have 
all  the  advantages  as  to  promotion  and  appointment,  al- 
lowed to  the  others,  as  they  respectively  advance  in  years, 
and  nuuntain  a  good  standing  as  to  talents  and  conduct; 
and  to  receive  the  same  pay^  and  other  allowances,  ac- 
cording to  rank. 

9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  after  the  completion 
of  the  term  for  which  any  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers herein  mentioned  may  have  enlisted,  there  shall  be 
no  vacant  place  in  the  military  establishment  to  which  they 
respectively  could  be  promoted,  that  they,  the  said  non- 
commiaaioned  officers,  may  be  re-eolisted  for  any  term  not 
leas  than  one  year,  and  be  borne  on  the  rolls  of  their  re- 
spective regiments,  with  the  same  rank  and  station  held 
by  them  respectively,  and  for  any  further  term  thereafter, 
SIS  long  as  they  may  be  fit  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  sol- 
dier; retaining  all  the  claims  to  further  promotion  to  which 
merit  and  chwcter  may  entitle  them. 

10.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  whole  expense  at- 
tending the  introduction  of  this  system  shall  not  increase 
the  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  army,  as  now  autho- 
rized, including  bounties  and  premiums,  and  contingen- 
cies of  the  recruiting  service;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  discharged  such  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  present  army  as  may  make  it  necessary  to 
keep  the  expenses  of  the  nulitary  establishment  within  the 
limits  here  prescribed. 


ABOLISH  IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

HousB  ov  RspaBssTTATivxs — January  17,  1832. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JoHsrsov,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  respects  imprispnment  for  debt, 
report: 

That,  acting  under  a  constitution  of  limited  powers,  dele- 
gated by  the  people  of  the  several  States,  an  act  of  Congress 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  can  have  effect  only  in 
cases  belonging  to  the  federal  courts.  The  primary  and 
only  legitimate  object  of  Government  is,  to  secure  io  each 
individual  the  enjoyment  of  Ufe,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness;  these  cannot  be  forfeited  without  crime.  It 
is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  liberty,  that  crime  should 
be  defined,  and  its  punishment  determined,  by  law.  To 
protect  the  citizen  from  acts  of  tyranny,  the  constitution 
secures,  in  all  cases,  to  the  accused,  the  right  of  trial  by 
an  impartial  j  ury .  The  violation  of  this  principle  is  the  es- 
sence of  despotism.  If  insolvency  is  fraud,  and  if  that  fraud 
is  acrime  which  justly  deprives  the  insolvent  of  his  liberty, 
the  law  should  define  it  as  such,  and  fix  its  punishment. 
The  trial  should  be,  like  that  of  other  crimes,  by  an  un- 


partial  jury,  in  the  State  and  district  where  the  crime  is 
committed;  and  the  punishment  should  be  pronounced 
by  the  court,  subject,  as  in  other  convictions,  to  the  par- 
doning power  in  the  discretion  of  the  "Executive.  In 
the  punishment  of  debtors  all  these  sacred  principles  are 
subverted.  The  citizen  is  deprived  of  his  liberty  without 
the  accusation  of  a  crime,  without  a  criminal  prosecution, 
and  without  a  jury  to  decide  upon  his  guilt,  and  his  punish- 
ment is  submitted  to  the  sole  discretion  of  an  individual 
creditor. 

In  all  the  catalogue  of  human  crimes,  there  is  none 
which  more  imperiously  requires  definition  than  that  of 
fraud.  To  punish  a  crime  which  is  not  well  defined  by 
law,  is  always  more  injurious  to  society,  because  of  the 
abuse  of  power  to  which  it  subjects  the  accused,  than  to 
suffer  it  with  impunity.  Why  does  not  the  law  define 
and  punish  ingratitude — a  crime  which  is  marked  with 
universal  execration?  Because  of  the  difficulty  of  giving 
to  it  such  a  precise  definition  as  would  separate  the  inno- 
cent from  the  guilty.  By  omitting  to  punish  this  vice  we 
avoid  a  greater  evil;  so,  in  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt,  absolutely,  and  without  condition  or  reservation,  we 
shall  avoid  an  evil  infinitely  greater  than  can  be  obviated 
by  any  restriction.  Our  constitution  denounces  privileged 
orders.  The  warning  voice  of  history,  bearing,  like 
peals  of  thunder,  the  cries  of  the  oppressed  from  ancient 
and  modern  nations  where  these  orders  have  existed,  and 
still  exist,  demanded  this  security  for  the  citizens  of  our 
own  country.  But  to  give  to  the  creditor,  in  any  case 
whatever,  power  over  the  body  of  his  debtor,  is  a  viola- 
tion of  this  principle.  It  subjects  the  liberty  of  the  great 
mass  of  our  most  useful,  because  most  enterprising  and 
industrious,  citizens,  to  the  caprice,  tiie  vengeance,  or 
forbearance  of  the  wealthy  and  the  more  fortunate.  \Vhy 
do  we  reprobate  the  act  which  crowded  so  many  human 
beings  in  the  black  hole  of  Calcutta,  where  mortal  pesti- 
lence was  inhaled  from  the  infected  atmosphere?  Because 
it  was  an  act  of  cruelty;  and  it  is  the  same  abhorrence 
that  elicits  this  popular  cry,  which  has  become  almost  uni« 
versa),  against  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Yet  legislators,  the  majority  of  whom  have  generally 
been  of  the  wealther  class,  or,  at  least,  free  from  pecu- 
niary difficulties,  have  so  complicated  tlie  system  that  it 
has  become  involved  in  a  labyrinth  of  mystery;  and,  to 
secure  its  existence,  they  have  surrounded  it  with  such 
dark  suspicions  of  fraud  that  the  subject  can  scarcely  be 
approached  wiUiout  embarrassment.  Thus,  like  all  other 
systems  of  despotism»  it  has  imposed  upon  the  minds  of 
men,  with  some  shadow  of  plausibility,  the  idea  of  neces- 
sity; till,  by  long  habit,  they  have  gradually  become,  in 
some  degree,  reconciled  to  the  oppression.  The  victim 
is  cut  on  from  society;  and,  because  he  pines  in  solitude 
where  his  miseries  are  not  seen,  nor  his  complaints  heard, 
his  case  is  passed  over  as  an  instance  of  individual  misfor- 
tune, for  which  there  is  no  remedy,  and  which  is  scarcely 
worthy  of  observation.  But  if  all  these  victims  of  oppres- 
sion were  presented  to  our  view  in  one  conffregated  mass, 
with  all  the  train  of  wives,  children,  and  friends,  involved 
in  the  same  ruin,  thev  would  exhibit  a  spectacle  at  which 
humanity  would  shudder.  It  was  a  remark  of  one  of  the 
sages  of  antiquity,  that  the  best  Government  is  that  where 
an  injury  to  one  citizen  is  resented  as  an  injury  to  the 
whole.  Here,  in  our  own  free  and  happy  coimtry,  many 
thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  are  sufferiiijpc  annually  the 
deepest  injury.  Children  are  deprived  of  their  natural 
guardians,  families  of  their  support,  and  freemen  of  their 
iibert}',  by  a  remnant  of  barbarism  which  requires  no- 
thing but  the  voice  of  legislation  to  blot  it  out  forever. 
From  the  earliest  dawn  of  civilization,  it  has  been  a  sub- 
ject of  the  severest  censure,  and  the  most  unqualified  de- 
nunciation. 

But  history  teaches  us  that  men,  accustomed  to  bon- 
dage, may  contract  a  fondness  for  the  chains  that  bind 
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them.  The  tubjecU  of  monarcbt  become  attached  to 
their  ariitocratic  establiahmentiy  and  are  hardljr  penuad- 
ed  to  forego  the  splendon  of  royality  for  the  Mmplicity 
of  repabljcan  i^emment.  80  in  relation  to  this  veaUge 
of  demotiam  amoiu^st  us{  the  moat  obstinate  prejudices 
are  enlisted  in  its  fivor,  sustained  by  all  the  cupidity  of 
sordid  minds.  The  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the  system 
are  generally  conceded;  but  the  wisest  beads  and  ]>urest 
hearts  haye  found  such  insurmountable  difficulties  in  de- 
vising a  remedy  which  will  at  once  eradicate  the  eyil,  and 
guara  anunst  imaginary  dangers,  that  the  presenration  of 
personal  liberty  must  be  regarded  as  hopeless  upon  an^ 
other  principle  than  that  of  the  tots!  and  absolute  aboli- 
tion of  imprisonment  for  debt  For  ages  past,  the  com- 
mon rights  of  humanity  have  been  violated  upon  the  pre- 
text that,  in  some  cases,  fraud  may  exist,  and  to  such  a 
degree,  as  may  justly  deprive  a  citizen  of  his  liberty.  The 
committee  are  aware  that  such  cases  may  exist,  but  can 
there  be  no  other  remedy  provided  than  that  of  submit- 
ting it  to  the  arbitraiy  will  of  the  creditor  to  punish,  at 
discretion,  tlie  innocent  and  the  guilty?  Shall  nmety-nine 
innocent  victims  of  misfortune  be  cut  off  from  their  fami- 
lies, and  the  world,  that  one  fraudulent  debtor  may  be 
punished  without  trial,  and  without  proof  of  guilt?  It  is 
inconsistent  with  the  whole  spirit  of  our  institutions  to 
urge,  as  arguments  in  favor  of  the  sygtem,  that  creditors 
are  seldom  vindictive  against  honest  debtors*  or  that 
fraudulent  debtors  are  more  numerous  than  cruel  credit- 
ors, or  that  public  sentiment  will  correct  the  disposition 
to  act  with  severity. 

The  facts  are  often  the  reverse.  Creditors  are  often 
relentless.  It  is  doubtful  whether  fraud  is  not  as  com- 
mon on  the  part  of  the  creditor  as  on  that  of  the  debtor, 
(and  cruelty  more  common  than  either) — and  public  sen- 
timent has  but  little  influence  over  an  avaricious  mind. 
The  system  originated  in  cupidity.  It  is  a  confirmation 
of  power  in  the  few  against  the  many;  the  fortunate 
af;aiDgt  the  unfortunate;  the  Patrician  against  the  Ple- 
bian;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  civilized  community 
ever  existed  which  would  tolerate  this  system,  if  the  sen- 
timents of  all  could  be  known  and  faithfully  represented. 
But  we  leam,  from  long  habit,  to  endure,  and  even  to 
advocate,  what  becomes  most  execrable  to  us  when  the 
fetter  is  broken.  So  long  as  a  solitary  benefit  is  known 
to  result  from  any  established  custom,  however  oppres- 
Bve  or  absurd  in  its  general  tendency,  still  there  is  a  re- 
luctance to  change.  The  Spanish  inquisition,  now  the 
abhorrence  of  all  enlightened  minds,  was  long  sustained, 
in  many  countries,  by  the  tyrant's  plea  of  necessity  for 
restraining  vice,  and  its  cruelties  were  long  tolerated  upon 
the  principle  that  some  solitary  benefit  might  result  Even 
in  this  country,  and  to  the  present  day,  the  force  of  an- 
cient prejudice  is  so  strong,  that  persons  are  found  who 
are  fearful  for  the  interest  of  rehgion  if  undefined  and 
unprotected  by  legislative  acts;  and,  in  support  of  the 

J»riDciple,  some  instance  may  be  cited  in  which  this  inter- 
erence  may  have  restrained  licentiousness. 

In  the  burning  of  a  thousand  heretics,  the  world  may 
have  been  delivered  from  one  dangerous  citizen.  In  the 
destruction  of  a  thousand  sorcerers,  convicted  of  witch- 
crafV,  one  knave  may  have  perished.  The  benefit  of 
clergy  which  secured  from  capital  punishment,  for  petty 
offences,  all  who  could  read  and  write,  while  the  more 
ignorant  were  doomed  to  death  for  the  same  crimes,  may 
mive  saved  some  useful  lives,  when  a  milder  and  more 
equitable  administration  of  justice  would  have  saved 
many.  A  despot,  clothed  with  unlimited  power,  govern- 
ing without  law,  may  have  punished  some  offenders  who 
would  have  escaped  under  our  republican  institutions. 

All  these  cruelties  have  been  legalized,  and,  while  bleed- 
ing humanity  was  sinking  under  the  burden  of  oppression, 
tlie  few  instances  of  apparent  benefit  sustained  the  whole 
system  of  tyranny;  and  the  world  became  so  reconciled 


to  the  bondage  that  tsftatj  reformation  has  been  cflected 
by  violence,  and  toil,  and  blood.  Of  a  similar  dwneter 
is  this  remaining  vestige  of  barbarism,  which  dooms  the 
victim  of  misfortune  to  the  culprit's  destiny.  It  is  sus- 
tained upon  the  ssme  principle.  In  the  imiiiisis— 1  ni  of 
a  hundred  debtors,  one  may  have  desenrea  ^e  ponish- 
ment  for  fraud;  and,  in  this  solitaiy  case  of  jost  retnuition, 
the  cries  of  ninety-nine  innocent  sufferen  are  anbeard  or 
unregarded.  The  obligation  of  a  contract  iasaoed.  Tlie 
committee  would  not  recommend  a  measure  caknlatrd  to 
impair  it.  The  property  of  the  debtor  is  made  liable  for 
its  discharge  in  all  well  regulated  societies^  witfa  such 
reservations  as  are  deeriied  necessary  by  the  aoveieiga 
power — such  as  givinj^  immediate  rehef  to  the  wife  and 
children,  togethar  with  such  implements  as  wiH  enable 
the  husbandman  and  mechanic  to  pursue  thdr  uaefii]  vo- 
cations. These  reservations  were  made  in  the  eariy  ages 
of  the  Grecian  republics,  and  the  principle  has  been  held 
sacred  by  municipal  law,  by  common  law,  by  civil  law. 
It  is  a  regulation  which  the  prosperity  of  tlie  common- 
wealth requires,  because  industry  is  the  life  of  the  coun- 
try. 

'  A  nation  may  exist  without  professional  meii  withoot 
a  moneyed  capital;  but  it  cannot  exist,  in  a  ciriliaed  state, 
without  agriculturists  and  artisans.  But  it  is  of  little  &v^ 
to  reserve  their  implements  of  labor,  and  imprison  their 
persons.  The  State  sustains  a  loss,  the  families  are  min- 
ed, and  the  creditors  are  not  benefited.  When  the  ef- 
fects of  the  debtor  are  exhausted,  and  his  debts  remain 
unliquidated,  the  world  has  been  divided  in  sentiment  as 
to  the  extent  of  a  pecuniary  obligation  against  tiie  per- 
sonal liberty  of  the  debtor.  In  ancient  Greece,  the  power 
of  creditors  over  the  persons  of  their  debtors  was  abso- 
lute; and,  as  in  all  cases  where  despotic  control  is  tole- 
rated, their  rapacity  was  boundless.  They  compelled  the 
insolvent  debtors  to  cultivate  their  lands  like  cattle,  to 
perform  the  service  of  beasts  of  burden,  and  to  transfer 
to  them  their  sons  and  daughters,  whom  they  exported 
as  slaves  to  foreign  countries. 

These  acts  of  cruelty  were  tolerated  in  Athens  doring 
her  more  barbarous  state,  and  in  perfect  consonance  with 
the  character  of  a  people  who  could  elevate  a  Draco, 
and  bow  to  his  manoates,  registered  in  blood.    But  the 
wisdom  of  Solon  corrected  the  evil.     Athens  felt  the  be- 
nefit of  the  reform,  and  the  pen  of  the  historian  has  re- 
corded the  name  of  her  lawgiver  as  the  benefiictor  of 
nun.     In  ancient  Rome,  the  condition  of  the  unfortu- 
nate poor  was  still  more  abject.     The  cruelty  of  the 
Twelve  Tables  against  insolvent  debtors  ^ould  be  held 
up  as  a  beacon  of  warning  to  all  modem  nations.     Af^er 
judgment  was  obtained,  thirty  days  of  grace  were  allow- 
ed before  a  Roman  was  delivered  into  the  power  of  hb 
creditor.    After  this  period,  he  was  retained  in  a  private 
prison,  with  twelve  ounces  of  rice  for  his  daily  sustenance. 
He  might  be  bound  with  a  chain  of  fifteen  pounds  weight; 
and  his  misery  was  three  times  exposed  in  the  market 
place,  to  excite  the  compassion  of  his  friends.     At  the 
expiration  of  sixty  days,  the  debt  was  discharged  by  the 
loss  of  liberty  or  life.     The  insolvent  debtor  was  either 
put  to  death,  or  sold  in  foreign  slavery  beyond  the  liber. 
But  if  several  creditors  were  alike  obstinate  and  unre- 
lenting,* they  might  legally  dismember  his  body,  and  sati- 
ate their  revenge  by  this  horrid  partition.     Though  the 
refinements  of  modern  criticisms  have  endeavored  to  di- 
vest this  ancient  cruelty  of  its  horrors,  the  faithfiil  Gib- 
bon, who  is  not  remarkable  for  his  partiality  to  the  poorer 
class,  preferring  the  liberal  sense  of  antiquity,  dmws  this 
dark  picture  of  the  effect  of  giving  the  creditor  power 
over  the  person  of  the  debtor.    No  sooner  wss  the  Ro- 
man empire  subverted  than  the  delusion  of  Roman  per- 
fection began  to  vanish,  and  then  the  absurdity  and  cru- 
elty of  this  system  beno  to  be  exploded'>-a  system  which 
convulsed  Greece  and  Rome,  and  filled  the  world  with  mi* 
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aeiy,  and,  without  one  redeeming  benefit,  could  no  longer 
be  endured;  and,  to  the  honor  of  humanity,  for  about  one 
thousand  yearsy  during  the  middle  ages,  imprisonment  for 
debt  waa  generally  abolished.  They  seemed  to  bare  un- 
derstood what,  in  more  modern  times,  we  are  less  ready 
to  comprehend,  that  power,  in  any  dej^ree,  over  the  person 
of  the  debtor,  is  the  same  in  principle,  varying  only  In 
degree,  whether  it  be  to  imprison,  to  eradave,  to  brand,  to 
dismember,  or  to  divide  his  body.  But,  as  the  lapse  of 
time  removed  to  a  greater  distance  the  cruelties  which 
had  been  suffered,  the  cupidity  of  the  affluent  found 
means  again  to  introduce  the  system;  but  by  such  slow 
g^nidations,  that  the  unsuspecting  poor  were  scarcely  con- 
scious of  the  change.  The  history  of  English  jurispru- 
dence furnishes  the  remarkable  fiict,  that,  for  many 
centuries^  personal  liberty  could  not  be  violated  for  debt. 
Property  alone  could  be  taken  to  satisfy  a  pecuniary  de- 
mand. It  was  not  until  the  rei^  of  Henry  III.,  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  that  the  principle  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  was  recognised  in  the  land  of  our  ancestors,  and  that 
was  in  favor  of  the  barons  alone;  the  nobility  against  their 
bailiflfs,  who  bad  received  their  rents,  and  had  appropria- 
ted them  to  their  own  use.  Here  was  the  shadow  of  a 
pretext  The  great  objection  to  the  punishment  was, 
that  it  was  inflicted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  baron  without 
a  trial;  an  evil  incident  to  aristocracies,  but  obnoxious  to 
republics.  The  courts,  under  the  pretext  of  imputed 
crime,  or  constructive  violence  on  the  part  of  the  debtor, 
soon  began  to  extend  the  principle,  but  without  leeisla- 
tive  sanction.^  In  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I^  the  immediate  successor  of  Henry,  the  right  of 
imprisoning  debtors  was  extendi  to  merchants;  Jewish 
merchants  excepted,  on  account  of  their  heterodoxy  in 
religion;  and  was  exercised  with  great  severity.  This 
extension  was  an  act  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  monarch. 
The  ascendancy  obtained  by  the  barons  menaced  the 
power  of  the  throne;  and,  to  counteract  their  influence, 
the  merchants,  a  numerous  and  wealthy  class,  were 
selected  by  the  monarch,  and  invested  with  the  same  au- 
thority over  their  debtors.  But  England  was  not  yet 
prepared  for  the  yoke.  She  could  endure  a  hereditary 
nobility;  she  could  tolerate  a  monarchy;  but  she  could 
not  yet  rengn  her  unfortunate  sons,  indiscrimtnaltely,  to 
the  prison.  The  barons  and  the  merchants  had  gained 
the  power  over  their  victims;  yet  more  than  sixty  years 
elapsed  before  Parliament  dared  to  venture  another  act 
recognising  the  principle.  During  this  period,  imprison- 
ment  for  debt  had,  in  some  deg^e,  lost  its  novelty.  The 
incarceration  of  the  debtor  began  to  make  the  impression 
that  fraud,  and  not  misfortune,  had  brought  on  his  catas- 
trophe, and  that  he  was,  therefore,  unworthy  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law,  and  too  degraded  for  the  society  of 
the  world.  Parliament  then  ventqred,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.,  in  the  fourteenth  century,  to  extend  the 
principle  to  two  other  cases— debt  and  detinue.  This 
measure  opened  the  door  for  the  impositions  which  were 
gradually  introduced  by  judicial  usurpation,  and  have  re- 
sulted in  the  most  cruel  oppression.  Parliament,  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  afterwards,  did  not  venture  to  out- 
rage the  sentiments  of  an  injured  and  indignant  people, 
by  extending  the  power  to  ordinaty  creditors.  But  they 
had  laid  the  foundation,  and  an  irresponuble  judiciary 
reared  the  superstructure.  From  the  twenty-fourth  year 
of  the  reign  of  E4ward  III.,  to  tlie  nineteenth  of  Henry 
VIII.,  the  subject  slumbered  in  Parliament.  In  the  mean 
time,  all  the  ingenuity  of  the  courts  was  employed,  by  the 
introduction  of  artificial  forms  and  legal  fictions,  to  ex- 
tend the  power  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  cases  not 
provided  for  by  statute.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
called  the  King's  Bench,  extended  to  all  crimes  or  distur- 
bances against  the  peace.  Under  this  court  of  criminal 
jurisdiction,  the  debtor  was  arrested  by  what  was  called 
tbe  writ  of  Middlesex,  upon  a  supposed  trespass  or  out- 


n^  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  Crown.  Thus, 
by  a  fictitious  construction,  the  person  who  owed  hit 
neighbor  was  supposed  to  be,  what  every  one  knew  hini 
not  to  be,  a  idolater  of  the  peace,  and  an  offender  against 
the  dignity  of  the  Crown;  and  while  his  body  was  held  in 
custo^  for  this  crime,  he  was  proceeded  against  in  a 
civil  action,  for  which  he  was  not  liable  to  arrest  under 
statute.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
extended  to  civil  actions  arising  between  individuals  upon 
private  transactions.  To  sustain  its  importance  upon  a 
scale  equal  with  that  of  its  rival,  this  court  also  adopted 
its  fictions,  and  extended  its  power  upon  artificial  con* 
struction,  quite  as  fiir  beyond  its  statutory  prerogatives 
and  upon  the  fictitious  plea  of  trespass,  constituting  a 
legal  supposition  of  outrage  against  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  authorized  the  writ  of  capias,  and  subsequent 
imprisonment,  in  cases  where  a  summons  only  was  war- 
ranted by  law.  The  court  of  exchequer  was  designed  to 
protect  the  King's  revenue,  and  had  no  legal  jurisdiction, 
except  in  cases  of  debtors  to  the  public.  The  ingenuity 
of  this  court  found  means  to  extend  its  jurisdiction  to  all 
cases  of  debt  between  individuals,  upon  the  fictitious  plea 
that  the  plaintiff,  who  instituted  the  suit,  was  a  debtor  to 
the  King,  and  rendered  the  less  able  to  dischar^  the  debt 
by  the  deiiiult  of  the  defendant.  Upon  this  artificial 
pretext,  that  the  defendant  was  debtor  to  the  King's  debt- 
or, the  court  of  exchequer,  to  secure  the  King's  revenue, 
usurped  the  power  of  arraigning  and  imprisoning  debtors 
of  every  description.  Thus,  these  rival  courts,  each 
ambitious  to  sustain  its  relative  importance,  and  extend  its 
jurisdiction,  introduced,  as  legal  facts,  the  most  palpable 
fictions,  and  sustuned  the  most  absurd  solicisms  as  legal 
syllogisms. 

Where  the  person  of  the  debtor  was,  by  statute,  held 
sacred,  the  courts  devised  the  means  of  construing  the 
demand  of  a  debt  into  the  supposition  of  a  crime,  for 
which  he  was  subject  to  arrest  on  mesne  process;  and 
the  evidence  of  debt,  into  the  conviction  of  a  crime^ 
against  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  for  which  he  was  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  at  the  pleasure  of  the  offended 
partv.  These  practices  of  the  courts  obtained  by  regular 
gradation.  Each  act  of  usurpation  was  a  precedent  for 
similar  outrages,  until  the  system  became  general,  and  at 
length  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  The  spirit 
of  avarice  finally  guned  a  complete  triumph  over  person* 
al  liberty.  The  sacred  chiims  of  misfortune  were  disre- 
gardec^  and,  to  the  iron  grasp  of  poverty,  were  added 
Uie  degradation  of  infiimy,  and  the  misery  of  the  dungeon. 

Parliament  appeared  sometimes  to  relent,  and  made 
sevenl  efforts  to  correct  the  abuses;  but  the  influence  of 
creditors,  and  the  power  of  the  courts,  were  too  formi« 
dable  for  Parliament  itself;  and  while  a  vestige  of  the 
system  remains,  the  oppression  will  never  terminate.  The 
time  was,  when  personal  liberty  in  England  was  so  highly 
valued,  that,  before  the  institution  of  a  suit  against  an  in- 
dividual, the  plaintiff  was  required  to  give  real  and  re- 
sponsible pledges  to  prosecute  the  suit  with  effect;  and  if 
the  action  proved  to  be  groundless,  or  malicious,  he  waa 
subjected  to  damages.  But,  ultimately,  the  courts,  with- 
out the  authority  of  statute,  broke  this  common  law 
barrier  against  oppression,  and  for  real  pledges  substituted 
fictitious  names,  as  John  Doe,  and  Richard  Roe;  while, 
upon  the  mere  suggestion  or  oath  of  the  plaintiff,  the  de- 
fendant mav  be  arrested  and  imprisoned  before  debt  is 
proven,  unless  he  can  procure  bail  for  his  appearance. 
Thus  was  the  whole  artifice  of  the  learned  benches  of 
England,  with  all  the  authority  of  the  aristocracy,  em- 
ployed for  centuries,  to  introduce,  by  the  most  gradual 
measures,  imprisonment  for  debt,  even  before  a  people, 
accustomed  to  all  the  abuses  of  hereditary  power,  could 
be  brought  undei;  its  control.  But  when  it  was  establish- 
ed, our  ancestors,  with  the  whole  system  of  British  juris- 
prudence, brought  it  witii  them  to  this  new  workl.    It 
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has  been  long  endixredi  and  iu  miaeries  hare  been  ex- 
tensiyely  felt.  It  is  this  day  depriTing  our  coantrfr  of  the 
industry  of  many  of  her  citizens,  and  canying  distress 
into  their  numerous  families.  But  there  is  eYidcntly  a 
roirit  of  reformation  awakened  in  the  public  mind,  and 
the  redeemin|^  voice  of  the  people  demands  the  change. 

Public  sentiment,  like  the  general  tendency  of  our  laws, 
is  in  fiivor  of  the  unfortunate  debtor.  It  speaks  for  liber- 
ty, and  gives  it  an  estimate  above  the  value  of  gold.  If 
there  is  a  country  on  earth  in  which  personal  liberty  has 
a  claim  to  the  protection  of  the  law,  paramount  to  every 
other  claim,  it  is  found  on  these  Western  shores.  But 
while  the  body,  underbuy  circumstances,  is  liable  to  ar- 
rest on  mesne  process^  or  after  judgment  is  obtained, 
whether  to  coerce  a  surrender  of  property,  or  to  punish  for 
real  insolvency,  there  is  no  security  for  liberty.  Till  the 
destinies  of  fortune  shall  be  subject  to  human  control,  no 
citizen,  however  meritorious,  is  certain  to  close  his  days 
without  being  immured  in  the  walls  of  a  prison.  If  stolen 
goods  are  secreted,  the  oath  of  suspicion  is  necessary  to 
procure  a  search  warrant;  and  then,  the  person  suspected 
IS  free  from  arrest  till  the  property  is  found  in  his  posses- 
sion. But  in  case  of  debt,  tne  person  is  liable  to  be  ar- 
rested, and  to  be  held  in  custody,  even  under  the  mildest 
insolvent  laws,  till  the  debtor  shaU,  on  oath,  make  a  sur- 
render of  his  effects.  The  plea  of  necessary  coercion 
furnishes  a  poor  apology.  Man,  held  in  confinement  for 
one  hour,  by  the  lawful  authority  of  his  fellow  citizen,  is 
degraded  in  the  estimation  of  society,  and  b  liable  to  lose 
respect  for  himself.  The  spirit  of  freedom  which  achiev- 
ed, and  which  still  sustains  our  independence,  is  broken; 
and  he  often  sinks  into  a  state  of  ruinous  despondency,  or 
is  urged  on  to  acts  of  desperation.  The  only  safe  course 
is,  to  destroy  the  capias  ad  mlisfadendum^  the  writ  which 
takes  the  body  upon  a  judgment,  and,  as  experience  may 
point  the  necessity  of  other  measures  to  secure  the  sur- 
render of  the  property,  time  will  perfect  them.  The 
power  of  the  State  Legislatures  is  ample,  and  they  will  not 
nil  to  provide  the  remedy;  and  the  committee  believe  it 
will  be  most  wise  to  leave  that  power  with  the  States. 
^Whatever  may  be  the  theory  of  legislation,  the  true  cha- 
racter of  a  system  Is  demonstrated  b^  its  effects.  If  it 
renders  society  more  free  and  happy,  it  should  be  retain- 
ed; but  if  it  augments  the  sufferings  of  the  community, 
without  producing  benefits  which  wHl  more  than  counter- 
vail the  evils,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned.  The  spurious 
origin  of  this  system  is  not  the  leading  point  on  which  the 
committee  would  dwell — nor  even  the  generous  sympa- 
thies which  its  victims  excite.  Its  ruinous  consequences 
to  society,  without  benefit  even  to  the  creditor,  show  the 
necessity  of  its  abolition. 

The  power  of  the  creditor  is  generally  exerted  under 
feelings  of  irritation,  and  to  satiate  a  spirit  of  revenge. 
The  American  citizen,  who  has  bled  for  his  country,  or 
whose  penury  has  resulted  from  lus  fiither's  sacrifices  in 
the  cause  of  independence,  is  reduced  to  a  condition  in 
which  he  cannot  meet,  with  punctuality,  the  claims  against 
him.  What  is  the  consequence?  From  that  moment  his 
liberty  is  forfeited  to  the  discretion  of  his  creditor.  His 
patriotism,  his  integrity  of  character,  will  avail  him  no- 
thing. If  he  is  permitted,  in  his  daily  exercise,  to  pass 
the  bounds  of  a  prison  wall,  it  is  by  the  forbearance  of 
another.  He  is  liable  to  be  held  in  degradinj^  custody, 
even  under  the  mildest  laws  of  insolvency,  till  he  sliall 
have  taken  the  oath  prescribed;  and  then,  like  the  cul- 
prit who  has  received  punishment  for  his  crime,  he  is  dis- 
charged from  prison.  This  is  the  liberty  which  Ameri- 
cans enjoy  under  the  system  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
Even  the  illustrious  Jefferson,  that  patriarch  of  liberty, 
and  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  Monroe,  whose  lives  were 
devoted  to  their  country  in  its  darkest  hours,  enjoyed 
their  freedom,  during  the  sliades  of  retirement,  not  by  the 
protection  of  the  laws,  but  by  the  forbearance  of  their 


creditors*  A  citizen  cannot^  b^  contract,  conngn  himself 
to  bondage.  He  may  fix  his  signet  to  iStte  ind^ture  that 
purports  to  bind  him,  but  the  kw  will  break  the  fetter. 
A  man  may  forfeit  his  liberty  by  the  commission  of  crime; 
the  safety  of  society  may  require  that  he  shall  be  locked 
out  from  the  world;  but  the  debtor  is  not  convicted  of  a 
crime;  his  libertjr  is  not  dangerous  to  society;  yet^  by 
technical  implication,  he  mi^  be  consigned  to  prison. 

The  slave,  while  he  toils  fix  his  master^  coirtrSKites  to 
the  nation's  wealth,  and  to  the  benefit  of  society.    The 
resources  of  a  nation  consist  principally  in  the  industry  of 
its  citizens;  and  labor,  b^  whatever  hands  performed,  is  a 
contribution  to  the  pubhc  weal.    But  he  who  pines  a  day 
in  prison,  drags  out  that  portion  of  his  life  in  useless  indo- 
lence ;  starving  in  miserr,  or  liring  upon  another's  labor, 
while  society  is  deprived  of  his  own.  The  miseries  of  the 
debtor's  prison  present  a  picture  of  wretchedneaa  winch 
&ncv  could  scarcely  draw.    These  miseries  are  not  con* 
fined  to  the  prisoner's  cell.    Thev  extend,  in  all  their 
horror,  to  the  humble  dwelling  of  his  fiimily.     The  bro- 
ken-hearted wife,  surrounded  with  helpless,  snfiferi^g 
children,  weeping  for  the  return  of  an  affectionate  &t2ier, 
innocent  and  ignorant  of  the  fell  destiny  whidi  dooms 
them  to  a  state  of  untimely  orphana|pe,  is  driven  to  de* 
spondency,  and  sometimes  to  acts  of  mfamy.    Nor  is  the 
evil  obriated  by  the  argument,  that  the  mildness  of  the  in- 
solvent laws  furnishes  an  easy  release  from  confinement. 
The  moment  a  citizen  enters  a  prison  at  the  command  of 
his  fellow  citizen,  his  mind  is  humbled;  and  the  principle 
is  the  same,  whatever  may  be  the  duration,  whether  it 
can  deprive  him  of  his  liberty  for  a  day,  a  montli,  a  year, 
or  three  score  years  and  ten-    Notwithstanding  all  the 
boasting  of  the  mildness  of  our  insolvent  laws,  our  jails 
are  crowded  with  debtors— thousands  are  annuallj  impri- 
soned for  debt  in  these  United  States.    These  fiicts  amply 
demonstrate  that  the  existing  insolvent  laws  do  not  mr- 
nish  a  remedy  for  the  evil.    It  must  be  eradicated  by  an 
entire  and  total  abolition. 

In  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  no  security  can  be 
demanded  against  g^undless  or  malicious  actions,  except 
the  legal  costs  of  suit.  But  by  general  practice  under  the 
laws,  the  simple  affidavit  of  the  phuntiff,  that  the  defend- 
ant is  indebted  to  him,  is  sufficient  to  consign  the  defend- 
ant to  prison,  unless  some  responsible  person  will  befriend 
him  by  becoming  his  bail.  He  is  not  requifed  to  state 
that  the  obligation  was  incurred  by  fiJse  pretences^  nor 
that  the  defendant  was  suspected  of  an  intention  to  secrete 
his  property,  or  to  withdraw  his  person,  or  to  entertain 
any  fraudulent  design.  Nothing  is  required  but  the  plain- 
tifi*'s  oath  of  debt,  to  place  the  liberty  of  the  defendant 
beyond  the  protection  of  law,  and  subject  him  to  the  fevor 
of  an  individual  to  save  him  from  prison.  It  is  difficult  to 
ascertain  any  fixed  principle  upon  which  imprisonment 
for  debt  is  advocated.  It  is  regarded  by  some  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  a  crime*  by  others,  a  mode  of  coerdcm;  by 
some,  a  fulfilment  of  an  implied  contract;  by  others,  again, 
a  matter  of  public  policy.  If  it  is  a  crime,  the  object  of 
punishment  should  be  the  reformation  of  the  offender, 
and  the  prevention  of  future  offences.  An  offence  is 
against  society;  the  guilt  of  the  offender  should  be  ascer- 
tained by  a  jury;  the  penalty  should  be  fixed  by  law,  ac- 
cording to  the  d^^ree  of  guilt,  and  pronounced  by  the 
court  without  consulting  the  pleasure  of  an  indtvidusl. 
(But  in  imprisonment  for  debt  there  is  no  reformation.) 
Society  is  not  disturbed  by  a  criminal  act.  No  guilt  is 
imputed  to  the  debtor.  The  law  furnishes  no  penalty. 
The  court  pronounces  no  sentence.  There  are  no  grades 
of  offence.  All  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  an  indindual, 
and  the  law  operates  indiscriminately  upon  the  frandolent 
and  unfortunate.  If  it  be  a  means  of  coercion,  it  is  ineffi- 
cacidus.  It  cannot  compel  the  honest  man  to  pay  what 
he  has  no  means  of  paying.  It  places  him  beyond  the 
possibility  of  procuring  those  means.    The  dishonest  man 
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will  devise  a  method  of  placing-  his  property  beyond  the 
reach  of  his  creditors,  by  preparing  himself  in  anticipation 
of  the  result.     He  will  triumph  in  the  impotence  of  the 
laws.     The  innocent  are  always  degraded,  and  often  ruin- 
ed, while  the  g^iilty  escape  the  punishment  which  their 
crimes  deserve.    It  is  not  the  fulfilment  of  a  contract.   No 
fair  construction,  even  under  all  the  fictions  of  law,  can 
justify  the  conclusion  that  a  debtor  agrees  to  forfeit  his 
personal  liberty  to  the  will  of  his  creditor.     The  debtor, 
as  a  citizen  and  freeman,  is  in  all  respects  equal  to  his 
creditor.     No  contract  could  deprive  him  of  personal  in- 
dependence; and,  in  contracting  a  debt,  he  has  no  inten- 
tion to  compromit  his  freedom.     A  contract  upon  such  a 
principle  would  be  void  both  in  law  and  in  equity.     In  con- 
tracting a  debt,  there  is  a  mutual  agreement  between  the 
parties,  in  which  both  are  interested.     If  a  loan,  it  is  for 
usury;  if  a  sale,  it  is  for  profit;  if  an  act  of  friendship,  gra- 
titude is  the  safest  pledge  for  its  return,  when  circum- 
stances will  permit.     But,  in  all  cases,  the  ability  of  the 
debtor,  from  the  property  which  he  holds,  or  may  ac- 
quire, is  the  only  proper  means  of  payment;  and  it  is  the 
only  legitimate  resource  which  the  creditor  can  honorably 
and  lawfully  anticipate.     If  his  obfect  is  to  obtain  power 
over  the  liberty  of  the  debtor,  it  is  dark,  designing,  dis- 
honorable in  the  extreme,  and  utterly  unworthy  the  sanc- 
tion of  law.     If  his  dependence  is  upon  the  friends  of  the 
debtor,  by'exciling  their  commiseration,  through  cruelty, 
it  deserves  public  reprobation.     Lord  Mansfield  justly 
observes,  if  any  near  relation  is  induced  to  pay  the  debt 
for  the  insolvent,  to  keep  him  out  of  prison,  it  is  taking 
an  unfair  advantage.    No  credit  is  desirable  in  a  free  coun- 
try, predicated  upon  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor,  and 
il  ought  not  to  be  granted  upon  such  considerations. 

In  a  country  without  a  uniform  bankrupt  law,  the  cru- 
elty of  the  system  is  beyond  the  endurance  of  freemen. 
As  a  matter  of  policy,  the  committee  cannot  discover 
either  the  wisdom  or  the  justice  of  the  system.  To  op- 
press the  poor  may  well  enough  consist  with  the  policy 
of  despots;  but,  to  an  American  citizen,  whose  birtnright 
is  liberty,  it  must  be  odious.  The  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  a  nation,  the  comforts  of  society,  and  the  happiness  of 
families,  depend  upon  active  industry,  combined  with  well- 
directed  enterprise.  Our  laws  and  institutions  recognise 
no  classes.  Farmers,  mechanics,  merchants,  professional 
men,  and  the  capitalist,  are  all  peers.  The  revolutions  in 
property,  and  distinctions  resulting  from  industry,  virtue, 
and  talent  alone,  are  as  certain  as  the  revolutions  of  the 
seasons.  They  cannot  be  perpetuated  in  one  fiimily,  nor 
excluded  from  another.  The  poor  may  become  wealthy, 
and  the  rich  poor. 

The  prospect  of  success  invigorates  the  hand  of  indus- 
try, and  gives  impetus  to  the.  noblest  enterprise.  To 
these  exertions  every  encouragement  should  be  given; 
but,  when  the  cloud  of  misfortune  lowers,  to  consign  its 
victim  to  the  prison,  b  to  blast  his  future  prospects,  and 
to  fix  upon  his  family  the  mark  of  degradation.  To  main- 
tain that  confidence  which  is  necessary  to  a  fair  and  rea- 
sonable credit,  effectual  remedies  should  be  provided 
against  the  property  of  the  debtor,  always  reserving  from 
execution  such  articles  as  are  necessary  for  the  pursuit  of 
his  calling;  but,  that  he  may  retain  the  spirit  of  useful  en- 
terprise, for  the  benefit  of  both  his  family  and  the  com- 
munity, those  reservations  should  be  carefully  guarded, 
and  the  freedom  of  his  person  always  secured.  It  cannot 
be  denied  that  g^at  calamities,  both  public  and  private, 
have  arisen  from  too  much  credit;  seldom  or  never  from 
too  little;  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  excess  of  credit 
as  frequently  proceeds  from  him  who  gives,  as  from  him 
who  receives  it. 

If  imprisonment  for  debt  shall  be  totally  abolished,  the 
parties  will  understand  the  proper  legitimate  sonrce  for 
the  fulfilment  of  a  contract.  It  will  then  rest  upon  its 
proper  basis.    The  person  granting  credit  will  confide  in 
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the  ability  of  the  debtor  to  meet  the  claim,  or  he  will  re- 
quire satisfactory  pledges.  Whatever  censure  may  attach 
to  the  abuse  of  credit,  it  is  but  just  to  divide  it  between 
them.  It  is  frequently  as  injurious  to  the  one  as  to  the 
other;  and  without  the  voluntary  consent  of  both,  it  can- 
not exist.  In  the  present  state  of  society,  the  injury  of 
the  systen\,may  be  seen  and  felt  in  a  limited  degree;  and 
persons  not  accustomed  to  visit  the  abodes  of  misery,  will 
scarcely  be  convinced  of  its  dangerous  tendency.  But, 
as  population  becomes  more  dense,  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing the  comforts  of  life  must  be  increased.  Then,  if 
the  power  of  the  creditor  over  the  personal  liberty  of  his 
debtor  shall  remain,  it  will  be  exercised  with  unrelenting 
severity.  Though  our  republican  forms  may  be  preserv- 
ed, their  essence  may  be  destroyed.  The  country  will 
be  divided  into  two  great  classes,  creditors  and  debtors; 
between  whom  the  most  obstinate  hostilities  will  exist; 
and, 'as  in  Greece  and  Rome,  society  may  be  convulsed, 
confidence  destroyed,  and  liberty  endangered. 

We  should  legislate  with  a  view  to  posterity,  that,  with 
our  fair  inheritance,  we  may  transmit  to  them  a  harmoni- 
ous system,  calculated  to  sustain  their  rights,  and  perpe- 
tuate the  blessings  of  freedom. 

While  imprisonment  for  debt  is  sanctioned,  the  threats 
of  the  creditor  are  a  source  of  perpetual  distress  to  the 
dependant,  friendless  debtor,  holding  his  liberty  by  suf- 
ferance alone.  Temptations  to  oppression  are  constantly 
in  view.  The  means  of  injustice  are  always  at  hand;  and 
even  helpless  females  are  not  exempted  n*om  the  barba- 
rous practice.  In  a  land  of  liberty,  enjoying,  in  all  other 
respects,  the  freest  and  happiest  government  with  which 
the  world  was  ever  blessea,  it  is  matter  of  astonishment 
that  this  cruel  custom,  so  anomalous  to  all  our  institutions, 
inflicting  so  much  misery  upon  society,  should  have  been 
so  long  endured.  It  is  at  variance  with  the  settled  cha- 
racter of  our  population.  Whenever  objects  of  charity 
present  themselves,  all  of  our  sympathies  are  called  into 
action.  There  is  scarcely  a  hamlet  in  our  country  where 
benevolent  societies  do  not  exist,  oflen  extending  their 
munificence  to  families  deprived  of  their  support  by  this 
oppressive  system.  We  have  not  only  expended  our 
treasure  to  enlighten  the  sons  of  the  forest,  but  we  have 
sought  out  the  victims  of  misfortune  in  foreign  regions. 
The  isles  of  the  Pacific,  the  burning  climes  of  Africa,  the 
children  of  wretchedness  in  Europe  and  in  Asia,  even  the 
land  of  Palestine,  have  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  American 
benevolence,  obtained  by  voluntary  contribution,  while 
tlie  cries  of  the  unfortunate  debtor  among  us  are  unheard 
and  unrequited.  Public  sentiment  demands  his  release, 
but  avarice  pleads  the  cause  oi^ oppression,  and  prejudice 
rivets  the  chain. 


The  following  extract,  taken  from  the  report  of  the 
visiters  and  governors  of  the  Jail  of  Baltimore  county,  and 
which  is  appended  to  the  report,  is  the  result  of  one  coun- 
ty in  Maryland,  and  under  humane  and  mild  insolvent 
laws: 

<'  It  appears  that,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  26th 
of  November,  1831,  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  of  our 
fellow-citizens  have  been  deprived  of  their  hberty  for  this 
cause,  (imprisonment  for  debt,)  more  than  half  of  them 
for  debts  under  ten  dollars,  and  only  thirty-four  of  the 
whole  number  for  debts  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 
More  than  half  have  been  discharged  from  prison,  by  tak- 
ing the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws,  or  by  the  creditor 
declining  to  pay  maintenance  money;  and  the  records  of 
the  prison  present  only  eighty-one  as  having  been  dis- 
charged by  paying  their  debts.  The  expense  of  boarding 
these  debtors  is  ^1,430  41,  and  the  amount  of  debts  pud 
in  jail,  $466  06." 

'*  The  inference  we  draw  from  this  statement  is,  that 
little  money  is  recovered  by  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
that  any  advantages  which  may  possibly  result  from  the 
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practice,  are  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  loss  which  the 
community  suffers  in  being  deprived  of  the  services  of  its 
members,  amounting,  during  the  past  year,  to  seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  iifly-seven  days,  which  would  have 
been  appropriated  to  productive  labor  in  paying  for  their 
support  while  imprisoned,  and  in  the  banenil  effects 
which  imprisonment  is  calculated  to  produce  on  the  indi- 
viduals who  are  its  subjects.*'  * 
Again,  Number  of  debtors 

for  one  dollar  and  less,  -  -      53 

more  than  1,  and  less  than  5,  -  306 
more  than  5,  and  less  than  10,  -  219 
more  than  10,  and  less  than  20,  -  179 
more  than  20,  and  less  than  100,  -  168 
more  than  100,     -  -  -      34 
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A  bill  to  aboluh  imprimnment  for  debi . 

Be  it  enaded  by  the  Senate  and  Sbuse  of  Represenlaiives 
of  the  UmtedStaieg  of  America  in  Congress  asBembled,  That 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  to  issue  a  capias  ad  satisfaciendum^  or  any  other 
process,  by  which  tne  body  may  be  subject  to  arrest  or 
imprisonment,  upon  any  judgment  at  law  or  final  decree 
in  chancery,  for  payment  of  money  founded  upon  any 
contract,  express  or  implied,  which  may  have  been  enter- 
ed into,  or  upon  cause  of  action,  which  may  have  accrued 
after  the  4th  day  of  July  next;  and  upon  all  such  contracts 
and  causes  of  action  aner  judgment,  imprisonment  shall 
be  totaUy  and  absolutely  abolished. 

Sec.  2.  Jtnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  bail  or  secu- 
rity for  the  appearance  for  any  defendant  or  defendants 
shall,  hereafter,  be  required  upon  the  service  of  the  ori- 
ginal or  mesne  process  issuing  out  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  any  action  or  suit  founded  on  any  con- 
tract, express  or  implied,  which  riiall  be  made  or  entered 
into  aAer  the  4th  day  of  July  next,  nor  in  any  other  suit 
or  action  where  the  cause  of  action  shall  have  accrued 
subsequent  to  that  time,  unless  the  plaintiff*  or  some  other 
person  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  clerk,  or 
officer  attesting  the  said  process,  who  is  hereby  empower- 
ed to  administer  the  same,  or  before  some  other  person 
authorized  to  admininistcr  oaths  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  several  States,  that  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants named  in  the  process  is,  or  are,  justly  indebte'-l 
to  the  plaintiff*  or  plaintiffs  in  a  certain  sum  stated  in  said 
affidavit;  and  shall,  moreover,  make  oath  or  affirmation 
that  he,  or  the^,  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  de- 
fendant or  defendants  intends  or  intend  to  remove  from 
the  State  or  Territory  in  which  he  or  they  reside  at  the 
time  such  action  was  brought,  or  move  his  property  out 
of  the  same,  or  conceal  his  property  before  judgment,  or 
otherwise  abscond,  so  that  the  process  of  the  court,  after 
judgment,  cannot  be  executed;  which  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions the  said  clerk,  or  other  officer,  shall  endorse  and 
ceKify  on  the  said  process:  whereupon,  the  said  officer 
executing  the  same  shall  take  bail,  in  double  the  amount 
so  sworn  to,  and  proceed  as  if  this  act  had  never  passed. 
But  the  defendant  or  defendants  may  contest  the  allega- 
tion of  said  oaths  or  affirmations  before  the  court  in  which 
the  said  suit  or  action  is  instituted^  or  before  the  judge  of 
said  court  in  vacation,  in  such  form  as  the  court  shall  pre- 
scribe; and  if  the  court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  said 
allegations  are  not  well  founded,  it  may  make  an  order  to 
be  entered  on  record,  discharging  said  bail  or  security 
from  his  or  their  suretyship.  And  in  cases  where  bul  is 
not  authorized  by  this  act,  the  fir^t  process  shall  be  by 
summons,  or  by  summons  and  attachment  of  property,  in 
those  States  where,  by  the  laws  thereof,  property  miy  be 
Attached  by  mesne  prooesst  and  the  return  of  service, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  process 
has  isvuedf  shall  be  a  sufficient  appearance  of  tlie  defend- 


ant or  defendants  to  warrant  the  subsequent  proceedings 
in  the  case:  Provided,  l*hat  no  person  shall  be  beM  to 
bail  on  mesne  process,  except  in  the  State  or  Territory 
in  which  the  debt  was  contracted,  or  cause  of  action  ac- 
crued, or  in  the  State  or  Territory  where  the  defendant 
or  defendants  reside,  or  unless  the  debtor  has  absconded 
from  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  he  resided,  or  is 
about  to  leave  the  United  States;  which  allegation,  that 
the  debtor  has  absconded,  or  is  about  to  leave  the  United 
States,  shall  be  made  on  oath  or  affirmation,  in  the  man- 
ner as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  and  the  truth  of  nul 
allegation  shall  in  like  manner  be  tried. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  be  it  furt/ur  enaded,  Th^t  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  prevent  the  issuing  the  writ  of  «f  tauid 
by  any  court  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  after 
the  4th  day  of  July  next,  no  female  whatever,  or  male  of 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  or  more,  who  shall  be  sued  for 
any  debt,  damages,  or  claims,  due,  or  alleged  to  be  doe, 
in  virtue  of  any  contract,  express  or  implied,  shall  beheld 
to  special  bail,  or  bail  on  mesne  process;  but  in  all  actions 
on  such  contracts,  express  or  implied,  the  process  shall 
be  by  summons,  or  by  summons  and  attachment  of  pro- 
perty, in  those  States  where,  by  the  laws  thereof,  proper- 
ty may  be  attached  by  mesne  process;  and  the  return  of 
service  of  such  process  shall  be  a  sufficient  appearance  of 
the  defendant  to  warrant  the  subsequent  proceedings  in 
the  case. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  the  provisions  oT 
this  act  shall  extend  to  all  cases  of  ciril  proceeding  wV.hin 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  the  Territories. 


GOLD  AND  SILVER  BULLION,  &c.  &c. 

House  of  Rbfsssentativss,  January  14,  1833. 

Letter  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  transmitting,  in  oU- 
dienee  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  R^esentathes,  a 
report  of  the  relative  value  ofgttldana  sihir  bu/Uon  tn  tkt 
principal  countries  of  Europe  and  the  Uniied  State*,  Uc 

&c. 

Mint  or  ths  Ukitkd  Statks, 
Philadelphia^  January  12»  1833. 
Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  my  report 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subjects  referred 
to  me  under  two  resolutions  of  the  14th  December; 
which  report,  with  the  specimens  of  coins  alluded  to 
therein,  I  have  respectfully  to  request  may  be  presented 
to  the  House. 

]  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  MOORE, 

Director  of  the  Mint, 
Hon.  A.  Stsvexsos-, 

Speaker  of  the  Ho,  of  Reps. 

MiKT  OF  THS  UMITEB  StaTXS, 

Philadelphia,  January  11,  1833. 
In  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  14tli  of  December,  requiring  **  the  I^- 
rector  of  the  Mint  to  report  to  the  House,  as  nr  as  in  his 

{>ower,  the  present  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  bill- 
ion in  the  principal  countries  of  Europe  and  the  United 
States;  that  is  to  sav,  if  371.25  grains  of  pure  silver  are 
worth  one  dollar,  what  is  the  worth  of  the  same  veigfat  of 
pure  gold?" 

And,  also,  to  report  to  the  House  his  opinion  of  the  de- 
gree of  fineness  or  proportion  of  alloy  the  best  fitted,  ia 
gold  coins,  to  give  durability  and  continued  br^htness  to 
the  metal;  and,  also.  In  his  opinion,  what  is  the  most  suit- 
able metal  for  that  alloy,"  Uie  Director  of  the  Mint  has 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
In  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  first  resolution,  it 
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has  been  considered  desirable  to  ascertain,  not  only  the 
relative  value  of  g^old  and  silver  bullion  in  the  principal 
countries  of  Europe  and  the  United  States  at  the  latest 
dates  to  which  authentic  data  apply,  but  also  the  average 
proportional  value  during  a  series  of  recent  years,  ade- 
quate  to  determine  the  vibrations  to  which  it  is  liable 
from  transient  causes.  This  latitude  of  inquiry  seems  par- 
ticularly expedient  in  regard  to  the  United  States,  where 
the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  has  exhibited  conspi- 
cuous fluctuations  within  the  last  twelve  years. 

The  period  proposed  to  be  assumed  as  the  basis  of  an 
instructive  average,  is  the  interval  from  the  year  1831  to 
the  year  1822,  inclusive.  About  the  commencement  of 
this  period,  the  effects  of  a  general  peace,  and  the  conse- 
quent new  order  of  commercial  relations,  began  to  deve- 
lope  their  full  influence  on  the  currency  both  here  and  in 
£urope.  The  effective  return  to  specie  payments  in  the 
United  States  occurred  between  1817  and  1819,  and  in 
England  about  the  year  1820.  To  these  considerations 
are  especially  to  be  added  the  new  mint  regulations  of  the 
latter,  adopted  in  1816,  but  only  carried  into  full  eflect 
about  the  year  1821,  which  appear  to  have  exerted  a  very 
sensible  control  over  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver 
in  the  bullion  market. 

When,  at  the  commencement  of  the  mint  in  1792,  the 
ratio  of  fine  gold  to  fine  silver  was  established  at  15  to  1, 
it  was  supposed  to  be  conformable  to  their  relative  value 
in  the  pnncipal  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  and  it  pro- 
bably was  nearly  conformable  to  the  mint  regulations  then 
prevailing.  How  far  the  value  of  those  metals  in  the  fo- 
reign market  deviated  from  the  mint  proportion  during 
the  interval  from  1792  to  1821,  the  means  are  not  pos- 
sessed to  determine.  No  deficiency,  however,  in  the 
mint  ratio  of  gold  to  silver  In  the  United  States  became 
early  apparent.  Gold  and  silver  coins  remained  at  par 
with  each  other  throughout  that  period.  Both  were  the 
objects  of  a  premium  measured  in  the  actual  currency 
during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  but  both  of  the 
same  premium. 

The  first  notice  of  a  premium  on  gold  measured  in  sil- 
ver, in  the  United  States,  appears  late  in  1821.  Before 
the  end  of  that  year  it  had  advanced  to  5  J  per  cent.  Since 
that  time  it  has  occasionally  been  as  high  as  7  per  cent«, 
and,  at  intermediate  intervals,  as  low  as  2  per  cent.  Dur- 
ing the  past  month  it  has  been  from  Si  to  4  per  cent.  The 
above  fluctuations  evince  the  propriety  of  adopting  the 
interval  mentioned  as  the  range  of  the  present  inquiry. 

The  annexed  tables,  A  and  B,  present  the  fkcts  which, 
it  is  presumed,  will  be  considered  as  of  most  importance 
ill  regard  to  the  objects  of  the  first  resolution,  as  far  as  it 
has  been  found  practicable  to  obtain  them,  with  a  satis- 
factory assurance  of  their  correctness. 

Table  A  exhibits  the  proportional  value  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver  coins  as  established  by  the  latest  ascertained  mint  re- 
g'ulations  of  the  several  countries  of  Europe  named  there- 
in, contrasted  with  those  of  the  United  States.  Where 
actual  assays,  at  tlie  mint,  of  perfect  gold  and  silver  coins 
of  the  several  nations  could  be  made  available,  the  results 
of  these  have  been  exhibited  in  the  second  column  as  the 
practical  illustration  of  the  legal  coinage  to  which  they 
belong.  The  regulations  of  the  other  foreign  mints  have 
been  tested  by  results  deduced  from  the  tables  of  foreign 
assayers,  particularly  those  given  in  Kelley's  Cambyst,  and 
the  Traite  des  Monnaies,  of  Bonneville,  a  distinguished 
assayer  of  Paris. 

Table  B  exhibits  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver 
bullion»  calculated  from  tlie  most  authentic  quotations  of 
the  market  price  in  England,  France,  and  the  United 
States.  Columns  one  and  two  give  the  price  of  gold  and 
silver,  of  British  standard,  per  ounce^  in  London,  from 
which  are  deduced  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver 
bullion,  exhibited  in  column  three.  Column  four  exhibits 
the  proportiomil  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  Paris,  de- 


duced from  the  most  authentic  quotations  of  the  premium 
on  gold  above  the  mint  ratio  in  France  of  15.5  to  1,  for 
the  last  seven  years,  with  a  correction  thereof  for  the  dif* 
ference  in  the  charge  of  coining  gold  and  silver.  Column 
five  contains  the  proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver  in 
the  United  States,  deduced  from  the  premium  on  gold 
over  the  mint  ratio  of  15  to  1,  which  premium  is  exhi- 
bited in  column  six.  Column  seven  exhibits  the  exchange 
of  the  United  States  on  London,  extracted  from  the  Phi- 
ladelphia Price  Current,  estimated  according  to  the  nomi- 
nal par  of  $4  44.  Column  seven  gives  the  above  quota- 
tions reduced  to  the  medium  actual  par  of  $4f  80,  which 
is  8  per  cent,  above  the  former. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  proportional  value  of  gold 
to  silver  bullion  in  England,  as  exhibited  in  table  B,  is 
singularly  diverse  from  that  established  in  the  coins  by 
mint  regulations,  and  given  in  table  A.  Under  this  aspect 
of  the  relative  value,  gold  would  seem  to  be  underrated. 
By  a  peculiarity  of  the  monetary  system  of  England,  how- 
ever, gold,  of  which  the  coinage  is  free,  is  made  the  only 
general  legal  tender,  while  silver,  after  being  subjected 
at  the  mint  to  a  seigniorage  of  more  than  6  per  cent.  de-« 
ducted  from  the  weight  of  the  coins,  is  limited,  in  its  ap« 

f>lication  as  money,  to  payments  not  exceeding^  forty  shd- 
ings.  Gold  is,  by  this  regulation,  rendered  indispensa- 
ble to  the  national  currency,  while  silver,  except  tor  mi- 
nute transactions,  can  be  regarded  only  as  an  article  of 
commerce.  It  results,  therefore,  that  the  nominal  mint 
ratio  of  gold  to  silver  in  England  of  14.28  to  1,  expresses, 
in  fact,  only  the  proportional  value  of  fine  gold  in  two  so- 
vereigns to  the  fine  silver  in  forty  shilling  pieces.  This 
is  the  actual  proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver  to  that 
extent,  and  both  are  thus  far  equally  a  legal  tender.  Be- 
yond this  sum  the  comparison  in  coins  ceases,  and  the 
proportional  value  of  those  metab  is  to  be  sought  for  in 
the  market  price  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  measured  in 
gold  coins,  which  will  be  found  in  the  third  column. 

From  the  above  peculiarity  in  the  coinage  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, which,  though  authorized  by  law  in  the  year  1816, 
was  not  in  such  effective  operation  as  to  test  its  ultimate 
influence  until  1821,  has  probably  resulted,  more  direct- 
ly than  from  any  other  cause,  the  advance  on  gold  in  the 
United  States,  which  began  to  be  observed  in  that  year. 
In  order  to  fulfil  the  requisitions  of  a  resolution  of  Parlia- 
ment of  1819,  for  the  restoration  of  the  currency,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  published  reports,  an  amount  of  gold  equal 
to  about  ninety-five  millions  of  dollars,  was  required  to  be 
imported  within  the  succeeding  four  years.  This  opera- 
tion, which  was  accomplished,  could  not  fail  to  be  sensi- 
ble in  the  United  States,  intimately  connected  as  the^  are 
by  commercial  intercourse  with  England,  and  setting  a 
value  on  gold,  in  proportion  to  silver, lower  than  the  other 
nations  from  which  this  supply  was  to  be  drawn.  It  was 
accordingly  felt  in  a  premmm  on  gold,  pud  first  in  1831 : 
the  expanded  currency  of  England,  and  the  continued 
demand  for  ^Id  resulting  from  her  exclusive  regulations 
in  regard  to  sdver,  together  witli  her  extensive  intercourse 
with  the  United  States,  ma^  be  reearded  as  exercising  a 
constant  influence  to  maintain  the  premium  on  gold, 
which,  from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  has  not  ceas- 
ed in  this  country,  though  subject  to  many  fluctuations  in 
its  amount. 

Much  less  satisfactory  data  have  been  found  for  deter- 
mining the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  bullion 
market  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe.  It  has  seemed, 
therefore,  preferable  to  rely  on  the  more  accessible  and 
well-ascertained  fikcts  of  the  case,  in  regard  to  England 
and  France.  From  their  extendeid  commercial  relations, 
and  the  great  mass  of  the  preoious  metals  employed  by 
them  in  currency  and  the  arts,  these  nations,  and  espe- 
cially tlie  former,  from  the  peculiar  structure  of  her  cur- 
rency, may  be  regarded  as  presenting  the  measure  of  the 
proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  adjacent 
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eountries.  This  conjecture  is  amply  confirmed  in  the  evi> 
denceof  N.  M.  Rothschild^  Esq.,  given  before  the  com 
mittee  of  Parliiiment  on  the  Bank  of  England.  A  special 
&ct  stated  on  that  occasion,  by  the  individual  above  men- 
tionedy  seems  not  undeserving  of  notice  nnder  this  aspect 
of  the  subject.  On  the  24th  of  July  last,  it  appears  that 
1,400,000  francs  in  gold  were  purchased  in  Pans  for  his 
account,  at  a  premium  of  one  per  cent.,  and  transmitted 
to  London.  This  premium  on  the  ratio  of  gold  to  silver 
in  France,  is  equivalent  to  the  proportional  value  of  15.66 
to  1.  If  to  this  be  added  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent. 
as  the  minimum  charge  on  the  transaction,  it  will  g^ve 
for  the  proportional  value  of  gold  to  silver  in  London 
15.70  to  1.  If  one-quarter  per  cent,  profit  be  aupposed, 
the  relative  value  in  London  becomes  15.75  nearly  to  1. 

The  report  of  the  above  committee,  made  in  August 
last,  aad  oi^  which  the  evidence  mentioned  forms  a  part, 
presents  many  indications  of  a  controlling  influence  de- 
rived from  the  monetary  system  of  England  over  the  price 
of  fine  gold  in  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  including 
France,  in  all  of  which  silver  is  admissible  in  the  curren- 
cy as  freely  as  gold,  and  in  some  of  them  preferred  to  it. 
The  general  tenor  of  the  columns  of  relative  value  in  ta- 
ble B,  illustrates,  also,  this  superior  influence  of  the  bul- 
lion market  in  London  on  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
silver.  In  regard  to  the  United  States,  this  superior  in- 
fluence seems  unquestionable.  Gold  is  occasionally  ex- 
ported to  France  at  the  current  premium,  but  far  more 
frequently,  it  is  believed,  to  England.  The  fact,  indeed, 
is  familiar  at  the  mint,  that  gold  coins  often  remain  in  the 
vaults,  unclaimed  b^  the  depositors,  until  the  day  of  the 
departure  of  one  or  the  packets  for  Liverpool. 

The  conclusion  seems,  on  fiiU  consideration,  to  be  sus- 
tained, that  the  proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver  in 
IjOndon  and  Paris,  and  especially  the  former,  expresses 
the  extreme  measure  of  the  relative  value  of  those  metals, 
under  the  present  state  of  supply  aitd  demand,  in  that 
community  of  nations  to  which  the  United  States  pertain. 
The  fiicts  sought  for  by  the  present  resolution  in  regard 
to  those  nations,  and  their  efliect  on  the  ratio  of  gold  to 
silver  in  the  United  States,  it  is  believed,  are  exliibited  in 
the  table,  with  a  near  approximation  to  truth. 

The  proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  in  co- 
lumns three,  four,  and  five,  it  will  be  perceived,  expresses 
the  value  of  371^  grains  of  pure  gold,  according  to  those 
proportions  severally,  the  dollar  of  3rii  grains  of  pure 
silver  being  the  unit. 

The  average  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  in 
liOndon,  for  the  whole  period  of  twelve  years,  it  will  be 
found,  is  15.77  to  1,  so  that  371i  grains  of  pure  gold  would 
be  of  the  value  of  #15  r7*-the  dollar  unit  consisting  of 
371  i  grains  of  pure  silver.  The  average  of  the  last  three 
years  gives  the  proportion  of  15.85  to  1.  The  relative 
value  for  the  last  year  alone,  it  appears,  has  been  15.96 
to  1. 

The  average  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  in 
France,  during  the  last  seven  years,  it  appears,  has  been 
15.68  to  1,  so  tliAt  the  value  of  371  i  grains  of  fine  g^ld 
would  be  $15  68— the  dollar  unit  being  as  before.  The 
average  of  the  last  three  years  gives  the  proportional  va- 
lue of  15.73  to  1.  The  relative  value  for  the  last  year  is 
15.79  to  1. 

The  average  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  in 
the  United  States,  for  the  whole  period,  it  will  be  observ- 
ed, is  15.63  to  1,  so  that  the  value  of  371i  g^ins  of  pure 
gold  would  be  $15  63 — the  dollar  unit  consisting,  as  be- 
fore, of  371  i  grains  of  pure  silver.  The  average  of  the 
last  three  years  gives  the  proportional  value  of  15.59  to  1. 
The  relative  value  of  the  last  year  alone  is  15.70  to  1. 

On  comparing  the  above  results  for  England  and  the 
United  States  during  the  whole  period,  with  that  during 
the  last  three  years,  as  also  with  that  of  each  year  sepa- 
rately, it  appears  that  the  average  of  the  last  three  years 


differs  only  a  half  per  cent,  in  London,  and  only  one-third 
per  cent,  m  the  United  States,  from  that  of  the  whole  pe- 
riod. That,  during  those  three  years,  no  annual  avemge  is 
so  high,  but  that  within  the  whole  period  a  higher  has  oc- 
curred; nor  any  so  low,  but  that  within  the  whole  period 
there  are  examples  of  a  lower.  In  regard  to  France,  the 
same  comparison  applies,  except  that  the  average  of  the  last 
year  is  the  highest  of  the  whole  range.  The  fluctuations  are, 
however,  less  than  either  in  England  or  the  United  States. 

The  result  of  actual  shipments,  within  recent  years,  of 
gold  and  silver  from  the  United  States  to  London  and  Pa- 
ris, are  conformable,  with  but  slight  inequalities,  to  the 
deductions  on  which  the  columns  of  the  relative  value  in 
table  B  have  been  constructed. 

It  appears,  therefore,  rational  to  conclude  that  the  ave- 
rage of  the  whole  period  from  1821  to  1832,  inclusiTe, 
may  be  regarded  as  exhibiting  the  result  of  all  the  fluc- 
tuations incident  to  a  state  of  peaceful  relations.  Witbia 
this  interval,  all  the  ordinary  causes  of  irregularity  seem 
to  have  worked  their  effect  more  than  once,  and  to  have 
yielded  again  to  those  countervailing  equivalents  which 
limit  their  disturbing  power.  The  commercial  excbangies 
appear,  also,  during  ihis  period,  to  have  passed  tbraugh 
all  the  vibrations  to  which,  under  ordinary  cireumstances, 
they  are  exposed;  and  the  relation  they  bear  to  the  pro- 
portional value  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  is  exempU^ed  in 
tl)e  annual  averages  presented  in  the  table. 

In  regard  to  Spain,  in  which  gold  is  valued  by  mint  re- 
gulations higher  than  its  value  relative  to  silver  is  Ibund 
at  any  time  to  advance  in  the  bullion  markets,  of  which 
quotations  have  been  given,  the  information  obtained  is 
very  limited.  No  evidence,  however,  has  appeared  of  a 
special  influence  on  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  gen- 
eral derived  from  that  quarter.  The  ratio  of  gold  to  al- 
ver  in  Spain  appears  to  be  sensible  in  the  United  States 
only  as  it  regards  the  price  of  doubloons  and  their  divi- 
sions, which,  for  employment  in  the  Spanish  markets,  are 
usually  at  a  premium  above  silver,  exceeding  the  current 
premium  on  any  other  form  of  gold.  For  the  same  mar- 
kets, however,  other  descriptions  of  g^ld,  either  coined 
or  uncoined,  do  not  bear  a  premium  equal  to  that  elicited 
by  the  demand  for  export  to  England  or  to  France. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  relative  value 
of  gold  and  silver  bullion  in  Europe  may,  as  fiir  as  regards 
the  United  States,  be  sought  for  in  England  and  France. 
That,  in  the  former,  the  relative  value  at  the  present  time 
may  be  estimated  at  about  15.85  to  1,  being  equivalent 
to  a  premium  on  our  ratio  of  5  2-3  per  cent.  Thar,  in 
France,  the  relative  value  may  be  estimated  at  about 
15.73  to  1,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  premium  on  our  ratio 
of  4|  per  cent  In  the  United  States,  the  relative  Talue 
of  gold  and  silver  at  the  present  time  may  be  estimated 
at  about  15.65  to  1,  corresponding  to  a  premium  of  4^ 
per  cent,  on  our  present  mint  ratio. 

On  the  questions  embraced  in  the  second  resolution,  in 
regard  to  the  fineness  and  alloy  suitable  for  gold  coin% 
the  following  observations  are  respectfully  submitted; 

It  appears  to  be  generally  conceded  that  the  complexion 
of  fine  gold  possesses  very  superior  beauty.  In  this  state, 
also,  it  IS  capable  of  resisting,  in  a  high  degree,  the  action 
of  those  agents  to  which  a  coin  is  ordinarily  exposed  in 
circulation,  tending  to  impair  its  brightness.  I'wo  quali- 
ties, very  desirable  in  a  coin,  viz.  an  attractive  color  and 
enduring  brightness,  would  be  therefore  attained  by  em- 
ploying fine  gold;  and  if  no  other  considerations  were 
involved,  gold,  in  this  state,  would  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
ference for  coinage.  In  other  particulars,  however,  it 
appears  to  be  less  suitable  for  this  purpose  tlian  gold  com- 
bined with  certain  other  metals. 

An  extended  series) of  experiments  was  made  under  di- 
rection of  the  Britisli  Government,  by  Mr.  Hatd^tt,  to 
determine  the  effects  of  attrition  on  gold  in  its  pure  state, 
and  gold  alloyed  in  various  proportions  with  different  me- 
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Uillic  substances.  The  result  of  these  experiments,  con- 
ducted with  much  care>  appears  to  establish  the  conclu- 
sion that  fine  gold  is  less  fitted  to  resist  loss  bj  the  attri- 
tion to  which  a  coin  is  liable  in  circulation,  than  when 
combined  with  particular  alloys^  that  an  alloy  of  silver  and 
copper,  or  of  either  alone,  improves  the  quality  of  gold 
in  this  respect;  that  if  this  alloy  amount,  as  in  the  g^ld 
coinage  ot  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  one- 
twelfth  part  of  the  weight  of  the  coin,  its  efficacy  is  great- 
er than  if  the  proportion  were  diminished;  and  that,  if 
this  grade  of  alloy  be  constituted  of  equal  parts  of  silver 
and  copper,  its  efficacy  can  be  no  further  improved.  Tri- 
via] deviations,  however,  from  the  above  proportion  of  the 
alloy,  or  of  its  constituent  parts,  occasion  no  appreciable 
difiTerence. 

A  writer  of  much  dbtinction  and  great  research,  Jacob, 
in  bis  history  of  the  precious  metals,  advances,  indeed,  an 
opinion  adverse  to  the  above,  in  regard  to  the  capacity  of 
fine  gold  to  resist  waste  by  attrition  in  use.  No  reference 
is,  however,  made  to  the  data  on  which  this  opinion  is 
stated.  ^  It  is,  on  the  whole,  believed  that  the  prevailing 
impression  on  this  subject,  confirmed  by  the  ample  expe- 
riments alluded  to,  and  conformable  to  analogy,  may  be 
regarded  as  correct. 

In  another  respect,  which  also  belongs  to  the  question 
of  durability,  fine  gold  is  found  less  adapted  to  the  purpo- 
ses of  a  coin  than  when  alloyed  as  above  mentioned.  Its 
softness  and  flexibility  render  it  liable  to  have  the  de- 
vices and  inscriptions  defaced  or  obliterated,  and  its  form 
distorted  by  the  pressure  to  which  it  is  occasionally  ex- 
posed in  use,  independently  of  any  loss  of  substance. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  nature  presents  us  with 
no  gold  in  a  pure  state,  but  always  associated  with  an  al- 
loy, exceeding  in  quantity,  generally,  that  of  our  present 
standard,  and  consisting  chiefly  of  silver  and  copper.  The 
separation,  moreover,  of  the  last  minute  portion  of  silver 
from  gold  is  onl^  to  be  efi*ected  with  great  care,  and  by 
processes  involvmg  an  expense  for  which  the  silver,  when 
recovered,  is  no  equivalent;  so  that  the  cost  of  rendering 
the  gold  pure,  would  be  greater  than  the  value  of  the  sil- 
ver retained  as  a  constituent  of  its  alloy. 

The  above  considerations  appear  to  render  it  inexpedi- 
ent to  use  pure  ^Id  alone  in  coinage.  All  nations,  it  is 
believed,  retain  m  their  gold  coins,  at  the  present  time,  a 
portion  of  silver.  The  celebrated  ducat  gold,  the  most 
pure  employed  in  currency,  usually,  contains  silver  in  the 
proportion  of  one-eiglith  to  one-half  of  a  carat. 

The  only  other  metal  usually  employed  as  an  alloy  for 
^Id  is  copper.  This,  as  before  mentioned,  is  also  found 
in  native  gold,  and  its  use  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  alloy 
when  gold  is  above  a  given  standard,  is  recommended  by 
the  circumstance,  that  there  is  no  metal  so  economical  as 
copper  for  this  purpose,  that  can  be  employed  in  a  g^ld 
coinage,  in  the  reauisite  proportion,  without  rendering 
the  metal  too  fragile,  or  impairing,  in  a  greater  degree, 
its  resemblance  to  fine  gold. 

The  above  considerations  appear  sufficient  to  recom- 
mend the  employment  of  an  alloy  in  the  coinage  of  gold, 
and  the  selection  of  silver  and  copper  as  the  most  suitable 
materials  for  tliat  purpose.  The  proportion  of  the  whole 
alloy  to  the  fine  gold,  will  have  regard  more  especially  to 
the  durability  of  the  coin,  while  the  proportion  of  its  con- 
stituent parts  may  be  adjusted  with  the  reference  to  the 
complexion  of  the  coin,  and  their  tendency  to  maintain, 
in  a  good  deg^ree,  that  complexion  in  circulation. 

In  regard  to  the  durability  of  the  coin,  it  is  believed  to 
be  established  by  the  experiments  before  referred  to,  that 
a  gold  coin  alloyed  with  about  one-twelfth  of  its  weight 
of  silver  and  copper  combined,  resists  the  effects  of  attri- 
tion at  least  as  effectually  as  any  other  proportion;  and 
that  an  alloy,  slightly  greater  or  less,  is  not  sensibly  infe- 
rior in  this  respect. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  degree  of  approxi- 


mation to  the  color  of  fine  g^ld  produced  by  various  pro- 
portions of  silver  and  copper  employed  as  an  alloy  of  a 
gold  coin,  a  number  of  specimens  of  the  quarter  eagle  are 
forwarded  with  this  report,  to  which  the  House  is  respect- 
fully referred. 

*No.  1  consists  of  61  7-8  g^ns  of  pure  g^ld,  being  the 
quantity  at  present  required  in  the  quarter  eagle. 

No.  2  contains  61  7-8  grains  of  pure  gold,  and  S  5-8 
grains  of  alloy,  making  &t  1-2  g^ins  the  weight  of  a  quar- 
ter eagle  of  our  present  standard.  The  alloy  in  this  spe- 
cimen consists  of  silver  alone. 

No.  3  is  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness  as  No.  2,  but 
alloyed  with  silver  and  copper  in  eoual  proportions. 

No.  4  is  of  the  same  weight  and  oneness  as  the  preced- 
ing, but  alloyed  wholly  with  copper. 

No.  5  weighs  66  grains,  of  which  59.4  g^ns  consist  of 
pure  gold,  and  6.6  grains  of  alloy;  which  alloy  consists  of 
silver  and  copper  in  equal  proportions. 

No.  6  is  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness  as  the  preced- 
ing, but  alloyed  with  silver  and  copper  in  the  proportion 
of  one  part  of  the  former  to  two  parts  of  the  latter. 

The  first  four  specimens  are  of  the  intrinuc  value  of 
our  present  quarter  eagles.  The  fifth  and  sixth  are  con* 
formable  to  a  coinage  in  which  the  eagle  would  contain 
264  gruns  of  standard  gold,  consisting  of  237.6  grains  of 
pure  gold,  and  26.4  grains  of  alloy.  This  would  corre- 
spond to  a  proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver  of  15.625 
to  l--an  alloy  in  the  decimal  proportion  of  one-tenth  of 
the  standard  weight  being  substituted  for  the  present  alloy 
of  one-twelfth. 

Of  these  specimens  Nos.  3  and  4  are  regarded  as  the 
least  attractive,  the  former  being  of  a  complexion  too 
pale,  and  the  latter  too  high.  Both  of  these  defects  fre- 
quently occur  in  foreign  g^ld  coins.  Without  being  en- 
titled to  a  preference  on  any  account,  g^ld  coins  thus  al- 
loyed are  liable  to  special  exception,  as  being  more  dis- 
posed to  suffer  a  deterioration  of  color  by  use,  than  gold 
alloyed  with  any  of  the  intermediate  proportions  of  silver 
or  copper. 

Specimens  Nos.  3  and  5,  in  which  the  alloy  consists  of 
equal  parts  of  silver  and  copper,  exhibit  a  more  satisfiic- 
tory  approximation  to  the  appearance  of  fine  gold;  which 
would  be  but  little  impaired  by  an  increase  in  the  propor- 
tion of  copper  to  that  of  two  parts  to  one  of  silver,  as  ex- 
hibited in  No.  6.  A  higher  proportion  of  silver  in  the 
alloy  than  one -half  would  not  improve  the  coin  either  in 
regard  to  complexion  or  durability,  and  is  objectionable 
as  involving  an  expenditure  of  silver  without  an  object. 
Gold  readily  gfives  up  its  silver  to  the  ordinary  process  of 
parting  witbin  this  limit. 

Either  of  those  proportions,  viz.  the  one-twelfth,  as  in 
No.  3,  or  the  one-tenth,  as  in  No.  5,  may  be  regarded  as 
at  least  equal  to  any  other  combination  of  alloy  with  pure 
gold,  in  resisting  loss  from  wear  in  circulation. 

With  respect  to  the  continued  brightness  of  the  coin, 
an  alloy  of  one-twelfth  or  of  one-tenth,  if  constituted  of 
silver  and  copper  in  equal  proportions,  as  in  Nos.  3  and 
5,  or  in  any  inferior  proportion  of  the  former  to  the 
latter,  not  less  than  one-half,  as  in  No.  6,  appears  to  pre- 
sent the  limits  within  which  the  object  may  be  most  sa- 
tisfactorily attained.  Gold  thus  alloyed  is  considered  by 
the  chief  coiner  of  the  mint,  whose  long  experience  gives 
much  value  to  his  opinion,  as  possessing  great  aptitude  for 
bearing  the  various  operations  incident  to  coinage,  and 
retaining  its  brightness  well,  under  the  ordinary  exposure 
of  a  coin  in  circulation .  No  proportion  of  the  constitu- 
ent parts  of  the  alloy,  it  is  believed,  would  be  in  any  sen- 
sible degree  preferable  in  these  regards,  unless  associated 
with  a  standard  fineness,  approaching  so  near  to  pure  gold 
as  to  be  liable  to  the  exceptions  before  stated  in  regard  to 
a  coinage  of  that  grade. 


•  The  number*  arc  de«iffnated  by  minute  pointf  iroprevted  on  Ibe 
rerene  of  each  coin  above  the  head  of  the  ea^. 
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Of  the  two  proportions  of  uUoT,  viz.  the  twelfth  and  the 
tenth  of  the  standard  weight,  the  latter,  as  represented 
in  Nos.  5  and  6,  is,  after  much  reflection,  regarded  with 
preference.  It  is  in  no  respect  inferior  to  the  alloy  of 
one-twelfth,  which  is  the  present  gold  standard  of  the 
United  States,  while  it  is  preferable  thereto  on  some  con- 
siderations entitled  to  regard,  which  have  been  tran- 
aently  alluded  to  before, ^but  demand  now  more  particu- 
lar notice. 

The  decimal  proportion  of  9-10  parts  fine,  and  1-10  part 
alloy,  corresponds  more  nearly  than  our  present  standard 
with  the  prevailing  fineness  of  gold  presented  for  coin- 
age. An  average  of  all  the  gold  assayed  at  the  mint  dur- 
ing the  past  year  is  found  to  contain  878-1000  parts  fine, 
and  122-1000  parts  alloy;  which  is  nearly  2)  per  cent,  be- 
low the  decimal  standard  in  question,  and  more  than  4  per 
cent,  below  the  fineness  of  our  existing  gold  coinage.  The 
fineness  of  the  gold  coinage  of  Spain  may  be  stated  at  870- 
1000  parts  fine,  which  is  inferior  to  the  above  average. 
In  the  mint  regulations  of  the  Netherlands,  adopted  in 
1816,  the  decimal  standard  of  9-10  parts  fine  has  been 
preferred  for  gold.  It  is  the  established  standard,  both 
for  ^old  and  silver,  in  France,  and  appears  likely  to  pre- 
vail m  the  neighboring  countries.  A  late  assay  at  the 
mint  of  the  gold  coins  of  fifteen  Governments  of  Europe, 
gave  an  average  within  less  than  the  half  of  one  per  cent, 
of  this  decimal  standard.  All  were  slightly  inferior,  but 
none  of  them  so  much  as  1  j  per  cent,  inferior.  An  incli- 
nation toward  this  proportion  seems  thence  apparent  as 
the  prevailing  tendency  of  European  coinage. 

By  the  existing  mint  regulations,  definite  proportions 
of  the  constituent  parts  of  the  alloy  for  gold  are  not  pre- 
scribed; they  are  controlled  only  by  the  provision  that  the 
quantity  of  silver  shall  not  exceed  that  of  the  copper. 
Experience  has  amply  confirmed  the  expediency  of  some 
latitude  in  this  respect.  Exact  proportions  of  the  silver 
and  copper  could  only  be  attained  by  a  complex  analyus 
and  adjustment,  not  required  for  ascertaining  the  fine- 
ness of  the  gold,  and  unsuited  to  the  current  operations 
of  the  mint.  A  process  much  more  facile  determines  the 
constituent  parts  of  the  alloy  within  the  above  limits.  In 
the  gold  coins  of  all  nations  having  a  standard  near  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  the  variable  proportions  of  sil- 
ver and  copper  in  the  alloy  are  manifest  on  inspection. 

Though  a  consideration  of  the  proportion  of  alloy  most 
fit  to  be  employed  in  our  silver  coinage  does  not  come 
within  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  it  is  respectfully  ob- 


served, in  regard  thereto,  that  the  standard  of  9-10  parts 
fine  would  be  preferable  to  the  present  proportions.  This 
circumstance  may  be  regarded  as  strengthening  the  con- 
siderations in  fiivor  of  adopting  the  proposed  modificstion 
of  the  gold  standard.  In  the  silver  coinage  it  would  be 
still  more  sensibly  felt  as  an  improvement.  The  alloy  in 
the  latter  differs  more  than  in  ihe  former  from  a  suitable 
proportion. 

The  nlver  standard  of  the  United  States  u  at  present 
unlike  that  of  any  other  nation.  It  is  below  that  of  Eng- 
land, France,  Spain,  and  the  Netherlands,  and  most  of  the 
other  Governments  of  Europe.  It  is  inferior  in  finenesB 
to  the  bullion  received  from  commerce,  which  requires  to 
be  alloyed,  at  some  expense,  preparatory  to  coinage. 
The  average  of  the  silver  assayed  at  the  mint  daring  the 
last  year,  including  the  various  classes  of  foreign  coins, 
was  of  about  914-1000  parts  fine,  which  exceeds  the  fine- 
ness now  suggested  by  about  1^  per  cent.,  and  exceeds  the 
existing  standard  for  silver  by  about  2^  per  cent.  The 
fineness  of  the  bullion  received  in  other  forms  than  thtt 
of  foreigpi  coin*,  exceeds  our  present  standard  by  more 
than  5  per  cent.  Deposites  of  silver,  therefore,  wouki 
require  sensibly  less  alloy  if  the  standard  were  raised  to 
the  fineness  proposed.  Another  result,  not  undeserving 
of  regard,  would  be  secured  by  a  change  .*  the  silver  of  the 
proposed  standard  would  bear  better  the  various  process- 
es of  coinage. 

In  regaid,  therefore,  to  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  standard  of  our  gold  coinage,  it  is  satisfactory  to  per- 
ceive that  a  similar  change  is  admissible  in  the  standard 
for  silver  with  equal  or  greater  advantage. 

Our  gold  and  silver  coinage  would  thus  be  in  barmooy 
with  each  other,  and  conformable  to  our  decimal  system. 
The  proportional  value  of  the  fine  metal  in  the  coins 
would  be  the  same  as  the  proportional  weight  of  the  coins 
theaiselves.  The  dollar  in  silver  would  counterpoise  thit 
amount  in  gold  coins  expressed  by  the  ratio  of  the  fine 
metals  to  each  other:  thus,  if  the  proportional  value  of 
fine  gold  to  fine  silver  were  established  at  15.625  to  1,  a 
dollar  of  the  improved  standard,  containing,  as  at  present, 
371.25  g^ins  of  fine  silver,  would  weigh  $15,625  in  gM 
of  the  improved  standard,  and  any  multiple  of  these  would 
be  in  equipoise. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  MOORE, 

Dtredor  of  t&e  Mitti^ 


TABLE  A. 


United  States 
England  - 
France 
Naples 
Portugal  - 
Spain 

Netherlands 
Russia 


Proportional  va- 
lue of  gold  and 
silver  by  mint 
regulations. 


15.00  to 

14.28 

15.50 

15.20 

13.56 

16.00 

15.87 

15.00 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


va- 


Proportional 
lue    by  assays 
of    the    actual 


coins. 


15.00  to 

14.30 

15.48 

15.24 

13.53 

16.48 

15.81 

15.25 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Mint  assay. 

Ditto. 
Foreign  assays. 
Mint  assays. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Foreign  assay. 
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TABLE  B. 


Price  of  stand- 
ard gold  22 
carats  in  Lon- 
don, per  oz. 

Price  of  stand- 
ard silver  11 
oz.  2  dwts. 
in     London, 
per  oz. 

Relative  value 
of  fine  gold 
to  fine  Sliver 
in  London. 

Relative  value 
of  fine  gold 
to  fine  mlver 
in  Paris. 

Relative  value 
of  fine  gold 
to  fine  silver 
in  the  United 
SUtes. 

Premium     on 
gold  in  theU. 
States  above 
ratio  of  15  to 
1. 

Exchange  on 
London,    es- 
timated    on 
par  of  ^44. 

Exchange  on 
London,   es- 
timated    on 
par  of  ^80. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5             1         6 

7 

8 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 

£     a.    d, 
3     17  10§ 
3     17    8i 
3     17    6 
3     17    6i 
3     17  10 
3    17    6 
3     17    6 
3     17    7 
3     17    9 
3     17    9| 
3     17  10 
3     17    9J 

«.     d. 
4    11 

4    Hi 
4     11 

4  HI 

5  1 
5      0 

4  111 

5  0 
4     111 
4    Ui 
4     111 
4     11 

15.98  to  1 
15.88       1 
15.90       1 
15,71       1 
15.44      1 
15.64       1 
15.70       1 
15.66       1 

15.76  1 
15.83       1 

15.77  1 
15.96       1 

15.66  to  1 
15.60       1 
15.60       1 
15.71       1 
15.70       1 
15.69       1 
15.79       1 

15.60  to  1 
15.82       1 
15.80       1 
15.41       1 
15.60       1 
15.67       1 
15.90       1 
15.82       1 
15.67       1 
15.45       1 
15.63       1 
15.70       1 

Per  cent. 
4 

5i 
2 

21 

4 

4§ 
6 

H 
H 

3 

4i 

41 

Prem'm. 
9 

114 

74 

84 

84 

94 
H 

104 

94 

I! 

9* 

1   prem. 
3}     do. 

i  disc't. 

2  prem. 

4    do. 
l|    do. 
3      do. 
24    do. 
14    do. 

i  disc't. 

1  prem. 
1|    do. 

Average 

3     17    8 

4    \H 

15.77       1 

15.68       1 

15.63       1 

4  1-5 

n 

H  prem. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BANK  U.  S.— 3  pza  ckwt.  stock. 
Hovss  or  RspassBVTATfvss,  December  13,  1832. 

Letter  from  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury ^  transmitting  the 
correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  subject  of  the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the 
three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  ^c.  C^c. 

Trzasubt  Dbpahtmsnt,  December  12,  1832. 

Sin:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  this  day  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  "  to  communicate  to  the  House  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  the  documents  furnished  by  the  latter 
relative  to  the  arrangement  made  in  Europe,  on  the  part 
of  the  bank,  for  the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  the 
three  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States:  also,  copies 
of  all  such  letters  and  correspondence  between  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  and  the  president  of  the  bank, 
or  its  officers,  as  relate  to  the  redemption  of  the  three 
per  cent,  stock t"  I  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of 
all  the  papers  required. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  M'LANE, 
Secretary  of  the  TVeasury. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Sfzaksr 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  U^  S. 


[cOHriDBHTIAL.] 

TatAsiTRT  DBPASTxaHT,  MoTch  24,  1832. 

DBAS  SiB:  It  is  believed  that  the  means  in  the  treasury 
will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  one-half  of  the  three  per 
cents,  on  the  Ist  of  July  next;  and  it  is  proposed  to  give 
notice  accordingly,  on  the  1st  of  April.  It  is  not  intend- 
ed to  determine,  by  lot,  the  certificates  that  are  to  be 
paid,  but  simply  to  pay  one-half  of  every  certificate  on 
presentation  at  the  proper  loan  office. 

If  any  objection  occurs  to  you,  either  as  to  the  amount 
or  as  to  the  mode  of  payment,  I  will  thank  you  to  sug. 
gest  it. 


I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  amount  purchased 
under  your  direction;  though  it  is  not  perceived  that  it 
can  have  any  influence  on  the  proposed  measure. 

As  the  purchases  will  cease  on  the  appearance  of  the 
notice,  it  may  be  as  well  for  you  to  direct  the  amount  to 
be  closed  with  the  termination  of  the  present  month,  and 
rendered  to  the  treasury  for  settlement. 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Very  sincerelv  and  respectfully,  yours, 

ASBURY  DICKENS, 
AcHng  Secretary  of  the  JVeasury, 
N.  BiDOLB,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Bank  U,  S,. 


Baxk  U.  S.  March  29, 1832. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a  letter  uf  the  24th  instant,  apprising  me  that 
it  is  proposed  to  give  notice,  on  the  1st  of  next  month, 
of  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  discharge  one-half 
of  each  certificate  at  the  proper  loan  office;  and  he  has 
the  goodness  to  add,  that  if  any  objection  occurs  to  me, 
either  as  to  the  amount  or  as  to  the  mode  of  payment,  he 
would  thank  me  to  suggest  it. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that,  so  far  as  the 
bank  is  concerned,  no  objection  occurs  to  me;  it  being 
sufficient  that  the  Government  has  the  necessary  amount 
of  funds  in  the  bank  to  make  the  contemplated  payment. 

In  regard,  however,  to  the  community  generally,  and 
more  especially  to  the  debtors  of  the  Government,  there 
is  a  view  of  the  subject  which  the  inquiry  renders  it 
proper  for  me  to  present  to  your  consideration.  It  is 
this:  Owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  but  mainly  to  the  great 
amount  of  duties  payable  for  the  last  few  months,  there 
has  been  a  pressure  •upon  the  mercantile  classes,  who 
have  been  obliged  to  make  great  efforts  to  comply  with 
their  engagements  to  the  Government.  That  pressure 
still  continues;  and  as  it  may  be  prolonged  by  the  same 
cause — the  amount  of  duties  still  payable  during  the  next 
three  months — this  state  of  things  seems  to  recommend 
all  the  forbearance  and  indulgence  to  the  debtors  which 
can  be  safely  conceded.  The  inconvenience,  then«  of 
the  proposea  measure  is,  that  the  repayment  of  six  or  se- 
ven millions  of  dollars,  more  than  one>half  of  which  is 
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held  in  Europe,  may  create  a  demand  for  the  remittance 
of  these  funds,  which  would  operate  injuriously  on  the 
community,  and,  by  abridging  the  facilities  which  the 
debtors  of  the  Government  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
from  the  bank,  may  endanger  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
revenue,  as  the  bank  will  necessarily  be  obliged  to  com- 
mence early  its  preparations  for  the  reimbursement  of  so 
large  an  amount  of  public  debt.  My  impression,  there- 
fore, is,  that  with  a  view  to  the  safe  and  punctual  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue,  the  Government  would  be 
benefited  by  postponing  tlve  proposed  payment  of  the 
public  debt  to  another  quarter;  at  which  time  the  country 
will  sustain  less  inconvenience  from  the  demands  on  fo- 
reign account,  than  would  be  felt  at  this  moment. 

In  regard  to  the  mode  of  payment,  I  should  think  it 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  stockholder  to  receive 
reimbursement  of  the  whole  amount  of  his  certificate  at 
one  time,  than  to  have  it  divided . 

These  suggestions  are  very  respectfully  submitted  to 
your  better  judgment,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 

Hon.  Louis  H'Lake, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington^  D,  C. 

P.  S.  As  an  illustration  of  the  effect  of  the  measure 
proposed,  I  may  mention  that,  in  the  month  of  February 
last,  the  collector  of  New  York,  with  a  laudable  anxiety 
to  protect  the  public  revenue,  applied  to  the  bank  to  au- 
thorize an  extension  of  loans  in  that  city,  in  order  to  as- 
sist the  debtors  to  the  Government.  This  was  promptly 
done.  This  I  should  desire  to  do  again,  as  the  payments 
to  the  Government  during  the  next  quarter  will  probably 
be  very  large.  N.  B. 


control,  until  the  funds  are  sufficient  to  meet  them;  the 
interest  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  during  the  Inter- 
val." 

The  bank  has  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  the 
control  of  a  considerable  portion  of  these  certificates,  and 
will  very  cheerfully  employ  it  in  such  a  manner  as  may 
best  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  rery  respectfully,  your$, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 

Hon.  Louis  M-'Lakx, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Tbeasurt  DxPABTMBiTT,  Joiy  19,  1832. 

Sib:  It  was  not  until  to-day  that  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  made 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  and,  therefore,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  decide,  before  now,  upon  the  amount 
of  the  three  per  cents,  to  be  redeemed  on  the  Ist 
of  October.  I  find,  as  was  supposed  when  you  were 
here,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  pay  off  about  two-thirds  at 
that  time.  A  notice  will  accordingly  be  given  in  to-mor- 
row's papers  for  the  payment  of  ttiat  amount  on  the  1st 
of  October,  and  the  remaining  one-third  on  the  1st  of 
January.  This  has  been  done  with  the  understanding 
had  between  us,  that  if  it  should  happen  that  the  public 
moneys  are  insufficient  to  complete  those  payments,  the 
bank  will  delay  tlie  presentation  of  any  certificates  of 
which  it  may  have  the  control,  until  the  funds  are  suffi- 
cient to  meet  them;  the  interest  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  during  the  interval. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  indicate  such  transfers  of  funds 
as  may  be  desirable,  preparatory  to  the  proposed  pay- 
ments. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  M'LANE, 
Secretary  of  the  7\-easury. 

N.  BiDDLE,  Esq. 

President  of  tJte  Bank  U.  S.  Philadelphia. 


Bank  U.  S.  July  26,  1832. 

SiB:  1  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  apprising  me  of  your  intention  to  reim- 
burse two-thirds  of  the  three  per  cents,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  and  the  remaining  third  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary next.  You  further  s<ale  that  this  course  *•  has  been 
adopted  with  the  understanding  had  between  us  that,  if 
it  should  happen  that  the  public  moneys  are  insufficient 
to  complete  those  payments,  the  bank  will  delay  the  pre- 
sentation  of  any  certificates  cf  which  it  may  have  the 


Bahk  U.  S.  October  27,  1832. 

Dkab  Sib:  Having,  in  conversation  to<day  with  Mr. 
Dickens,  explained  the  arrangements  in  progress  for  tiie 
payment  of  the  three  per  cents.,  he  suggested  that  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  you  to  receive  the  same  InfoTE^- 
tion.     I  therefore  communicate  it  with  great  pleasure. 

You  are  aware  that  the  amount  of  public  debt  to  be  re- 
imbursed within  the  three  months  from  October  to  Janu- 
ary, is  upwards  of  fifteen  millions,  of  which  betweeo 
eight  and  nine  millions  are  held  by  foreigners.     Under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  the  dispbceneDt  and 
conversion  of  so  large  a  capital  require  great  arcumspec- 
tion  to  avoid  injury  to  the  community.     To  coikcentrale 
so  many  scattered  fragments  of  revenue  at  the  poAnts  of 
disbursement;  to  reserve  a  great  accumulation  of  funds, 
always  at  immediate  command,  yet  not  withdrawing  from 
tlie  public  service;  to  prevent  a  scarcity  of  money,  fol- 
lowed by  a  sudden  abundance  of  it,  and  thus  keep  un- 
disturbed the  uniform   current  of  business — ^theae  are 
objects  to  which  the  bank  has  alw«ivs  given  a  very  anx- 
ious attention.     Their  inherent  difficulty  was  iRcreased, 
on  the  present  occasion,  by  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera 
which  was  already  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and 
seemed  destined  to  pervade  the  whole  country,  derang- 
ing, in  its  progress,  all  the  relations  of  buaness,  and 
threatening  such  a  general  prostration  of  commerce  as 
would  endanger  the  punctuality  of  private  engagements, 
and  put  to  great  hazard  the  public  revenue,  of  which  the 
estimated  receipts,   from  July  to  Januaiy,  were  about 
thirteen  millions.     To  those  who  witnessed  its  ravages,  it 
was  manifest  that  a  continuance  of  the  pestilence,  for  a 
few  weeks  longer,  would  have  thrown  into  great  confu- 
sion the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  countiy,*  and  have  press- 
ed, with  peculiar  force,  on  the  pubCc  revenue,  vaore  es- 
pecially as  the  demand  on  account  of  the  foreign  holders 
of  three  per  cents,  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia  alone, 
on  the  Ist  of  October,  would  have  exceeded  nve  miWions 
of  dollars.     Under  these  circumstances,  the  bank  deem- 
ed it  an  imperious  duty  to  avert,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
effects  of  such  a  calamity,  and  to  husband  its  means,  io 
order  to  interpose,  if  necessary,  for  the  relief  of  the 
community.     It  was  determined,   therefore,  to  reserve 
five  millions  of  dollars  for  that  purpose;  and,  accordingly, 
the  foreign  holders  of  the  three  per  cents,  to  that  amount, 
principally  represented  by  the  bank  as  their  aeent,  were 
invited  to  leave  the  fund  with  the  bank  for  a  tew  montiis 
after  the  payment  by  the  Government,  receiving  froca 
the  bank  the  same  rate  of  interest.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  five  millions  were  accuou- 
lated  in  the  bank,  to  be  used  as  occasion  might  require- 
Immediately  on  learning  that  the  arrangement  for  the 
postponement  was  in  part  effected,  the  bank  was  enabled 
to  resume  and  increase  its  accommodations  to  the  public; 
and  when,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  the  pestilence 
was  arrested,  without  having  required  any  estraordinary 
interposition  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  measures  were 
taken  to  pav  off,  immediately,  the  whole  of  the  three  per 
cents,  which  it  was  originally  intended  to  postpone,  so  far 
as  they  may  be  within  reach  of  the  bank.     Those  mea- 
sures are  in  progress,  and  they  will  now  be  hastened. 
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since  I  learn  from  Mr.  Dickens  that  the  department  is 
desirous  of  closing  the  account  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
certificates  will,  no  doubt,  be  transmitted  without  delay, 
ami  will  be  immediately  paid. 

The  preparations  for  the  payments  in  January  are  al 
ready  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  that  we  may  safely 
calculate  on  the  result  which  the  bank  has  been  anxious 
to  produce,  which  is,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  twelve 
months  from  January,  1832,  to  January,  1833,  about 
twenty-three  millions  of  the  public  debt  will  have  been 
discharg-ed,  without  causing  the  least  perceptible  disturb 
ance  of  the  business  of  the  country. 

Presuming  that  it  may  interest  you,  I  enclose  a  copy  of 
the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  three  per  cents., 
and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  office  at  New  York,  si- 
milar, in  tenor,  to  tliose  written  to  several  other  offices 
on  being  apprised  of  the  arrangement  with  the  European 
holders  of  the  three  per  cents. 

That  arrangement,  as  you  will  perceive,  was  a  precau- 
tionary measure  to  enable  tlie  institution  to  mitigate  the 
severity  of  a  great  disaster;  and,  when  the  country  was 
happily  relieved  from  it,  the  means  which  the  bank  had 
provided  for  the  occasion  were  applied  to  their  appropri- 
ate objects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President, 

Hon.  Louis  MXattg, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington^  D.  C. 

Bank  U.  9.,  July  17,  1832. 

GKzrTLEMBx:  Being  desirous  of  making  some  arrange- 
ment in  regpird  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  three  per 
cent,  stocks  of  the  United  States,  and  tlie  time  is  too  short 
to  allow  of  prolonged  correspondence,  we  have  requested 
Thomas  Cadwalader,  Esq.  to  confer  with  you  on  the  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Cadwalader  has  been  long,  and  still  is,  a  di- 
rector of  the  bank,  enjoying  its  entire  confidence,  and  is 
personally  well  known  to  you.  I  will,  therefore,  merely 
refer  you  to  him  for  particulars,  and  remain. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

N.  BIUDLE,  President, 

Messrs.  Babihg,  Brothers,  &  Co.,  London, 


Bark  U.  S.,  July  18,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  Tlie  probability  that  the  spread  of  the  cho- 
lera may  occasion  great  embarrassment  and  distress  in  the 
community,  makes  it  expedient  for  the  bank  to  keep  it- 
self in  an  attitude  to  afford  relief,  should  its  interposition 
be  necessaiy,  and  also  to  mitigate  the  pressure  which  the 
reimbursement  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  held  by  fo- 
reigners, may  produce  in  October  next.  The  whole 
amount  of  this  foreign  stock  is  about  seven  million  eight 
hundred  thousand  (iollars,  of  which  the  bank  is  desirous 
of  postponing  the  payment  of  about  five  million  dollars. 
You  will  perceive,  from  the  statement  accompanying  this 
letter,  that  the  bank  is  the  agent  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Bro- 
thers, and  Company  fur  upwards  of  three  millions.  For 
the  postponement  of  that  amount,  with  an  additional  sum 
of  two  millions  belonging  to  residents  in  Europe,  you  are 
authorized  to  make  an  arrangement  on  the  following 
terms: 

Ist.  As  to  the  time.  It  is  not  yet  positively  decided 
when  the  whole  of  the  threes  will  be  paid;  and  the  pro- 
posed arrangement  must,  therefore,  refer  to  that  contin- 
gency, and  be  so  modified  as  to  fix  a  certain  time  after 
the  period  of  redemption  named  by  the  treasury.  You 
may  make  this  postponement  for  six,  nine,  or  twelve 
months  afler  that  period,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  such 
an  option  as  to  time,  as  may  enable  the  bank  to  diffuse 
the  payment  over  as  wide  a  period  as  possible  of  the 
term. 
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2d.  As  to  the  rate  of  interest.  We  presume,  of  course^ 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  continuing  the  loan,  at 
its  present  rate  of  three  per  cent,  without  any  further 
charspe.  Should  you,  however,  find  it  more  advantage- 
ous, mstead  of  making  the  arrangements  personally  with 
the  stockholders  themselves,  to  employ  the  agency  of 
any  mercantile  house  to  effect  the  object,  you  are  author- 
ized to  allow  a  reasonable  commission  for  their  trouble. 
As  you  have  already  concluded,  very  satisfactorily,  a  si- 
milar arrangement,  some  years  ago,  and  our  personal  In- 
terviews have  made  you  very  familiar  with  the  whole 
subject,  I  will  add,  only,  that 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President, 

Thomas  Caswaiadeb,  Esq.,  Philadelphia, 


Bavk  U.  S.,  October  15,  18J2. 

GENTLVMEirr  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
esteemed  favors  of  the  22d  and  dOth  of  Aueust,  and  6th 
ultimo,  and  have  been  placed,  by  Mr.  Cadwalader,  in  pos- 
session of  the  contract  between  him  and  your  house,  on 
the  22d  of  August  last. 

The  care  and  attention  which  you  have  been  good 
enough  to  exhibit  on  this  occasion,  furnish  a  new  evi- 
dence of  the  zeal  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  hanky 
which  has  uniformly  characterized  your  house,  and  which 
has  been  always  appreciated. 

As  you  remark,  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  August, 
that  you  wish  to  have  the  accounts  disposed  of  as  the 
bank  may  deem  expedient,  I  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  inviting  your  attention  to  one  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  which  it  will  be  impracticable  for  the  bank  to 
comply. 

When  the  institution  was  chartered,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  war,  the  Government  had  a  large  debt  which  it  pro- 
posed to  pay,  or  to  purchase  up,  out  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue i  and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  competition  in  these 
purchases,  the  charter  expressly  declares  that  '*the  bank 
shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  any  public  debt  whatso- 
ever." The  object  of  this  provision  would  certainly  not 
be  counteracted  by  the  present  operation,  since  the  Go- 
vernment has  actually  advertised  tlie  payment  of  the 
stock  which  is  thus,  in  fact,  no  longer  an  object  of  pur- 
chase by  the  sinking  fund.  I'his  circumstance,  it  proba- 
bly was,  which  induced  Mr.  Cadwalader  to  regard  the 
purchase  of  public  debt,  so  situated,  as  not  conflicting 
with  the  provisions  of  the  charter.  When,  however,  the 
stock  was  purchased  in  August  and  September  last,  it  was 
still  a  subsisting  debt:  one-third  of  it  will  so  continue  un- 
til the  1st  of  January  next;  and  even  were  the  case  less 
clear  than  it  seems,  the  institution  is,  both  from  inclina- 
tion and  dut^,  disposed  to  give  the  most  rigorous  con- 
struction to  Its  own  powers.  I  am  under  the  necessity^ 
therefore,  of  apprising  you  that  the  bank  cannot  consider 
as  purchased,  on  its  own  account,  the  three  per  cent. 
stock  reported  by  you,  in  your  &vor8  of  the  30th  August 
and  6t!i  ultimo,  amounting  to  one  million  four  hundred 
and  seventy-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents;  and  I  have  now  to 
propose,  for  your  consideration,  the  following  substitute 
for  that  arrangement,  which  will,  I  trust,  be  mutually 
agreeable  to  both  parties: 

Ist.  It  will  be  necessary  to  transmit,  without  delay,  the 
whole  of  the  certificates,  with  power  of  reimbursement; 
so  that,  in  the  first  instance,  the  bank  may  receive  pay- 
ment for  the  owners.  Without  such  payment,  the  bank 
is  not  in  actual  possession  of  the  funds,  whidi  will  not  be 
passed  to  its  credit  until  paid  to  the  stockholders.  This 
seems  to  be  of  immediate  urgency,  and  I  therefore  re- 
quest your  early  attention  to  it. 

2d.  When  the  stock  is  thus  reimburMd  to  the  stockhold- 
ers, the  portion  which  they  bare  consented  to  postpone  will 
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be  passed  to  their  credit  on  the  books  of  the  bmnk,  and 
continue  to  bear  an  interest  of  three  percent,  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly,  until  the  Ist  of  October  next,  when 
the  principal  will  be  reimbursed.  If  it  be  necessary,  on 
the  delivery  to  you  of  the  certificates,  with  powers  of  re- 
imbursement, to  substitute  some  other  certificates  on  your 
party  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Louisiana  debt  by 
you,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  g^ive  to  the  parties  a 
certificate  for  an  amount  equal  to  wkit  they  respectively 
surrender  to  you. 

3d.  The  portion  purchased  by  you  will,  in  like  man- 
ner, (^  to  your  credit  when  it  is  paid  by  the  (govern- 
ment. At  that  time  it  will  be  for  you  to  determine  whe- 
ther it  shall  continue  to  draw  an  interest  of  four  per  cent., 
(if  that  be  the  rate,)  payable  quarterly,  or  whether  you 
would  desire  immediate  payment.  If  your  arrangements 
with  others  make  it  necessary  or  expedient  for  you  to 
continue  the  loan  to  the  bank  for  that  period,  we  shall, 
with  great  cheerfulness,  acquiesce  in  your  views.  If, 
however,  it  should  be  as  consistent  with  your  interest  to 
receive  reimbursement,  the  bank  will  be  ready  and  will- 
ing to  make  it  immediately.  I  mention  this,  because  it 
may,  perhaps,  be  convenient  for  you  to  provide  funds  in 
New  Orleans  for  the  instalments  of  the  loan  to  the  Union 
Bank,  in  which  event  you  may  con»der  the  whole 
amount  of  your  purchases  of  three  per  cents,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it,  as  immediately  applicable  to  that  object. 

The  wish  to  postpone  the  payment  of  some  portion  of 
tlie  fifteen  millions  reimbursable  between  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober and  the  Ist  of  January,  arose  from  the  appearance 
of  the  choleric  which  threatened  to  throw  the  business  of 
the  country  into  great  confusion,  and  imposed  on  the 
bank  the  duty  of  keeping  itself  in  an  attitude  of  great 
strength,  so  as  to  interpose,  if  necessary,  to  relieve  the 
community.  The  calamity  having  passed  with  less  in- 
jury to  the  mercantile  classes  than  was  anticipated,  the 
bank  will  not  be  called  upon  for  any  extraordinary  effort, 
and  would  be  content  to  pay,  at  once,  the  whole  amount 
now  in  your  hands.  This  would  have  the  further  recom- 
mendation, that  it  would  relieve  you  from  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  balance,  which  is  probably  equal  to  your 
purchases. 

In  either  event,  whether  you  wished  to  take  immediate 
reimbursement,  or  continue  the  loan,  it  is  presumed  that 
the  terms  of  the  purchases  will,  under  this  change  of  the 
arrangement,  be  favorable  to  your  interest,  which  we  are 
always  anxious  to  promote.  Should  it,  however,  happen 
that  any  pecuniary  loss  shall  be  sustained  by  vou,  in  con- 
sequence of  these  purchases,  the  bank  will,  of  coui'se, 
make  an  ample  indemnity  for  it.  The  commission  stipu. 
lated  upon  the  whole  sum  will  not  be,  in  any  degree,  af- 
fected bv  this  change,  but  will  continue  as  originally  de- 
termined between  Mr.  Cadwalader  and  yourselves.  You 
will  readily  believe  that  nothing  but  an  imperious  sense 
of  duty  would  induce  the  institution  to  propose  the 
changes  in  the  arrangement,  and  we  must  rely  on  your 
habitual  courtesy  to  excuse  any  additional  trouble  which 
they  may  occasion. 

With  great  respect,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President 

Messrs.  Barhto,  Bbotosrs,  &  Co.,  London. 

Baitk  U.  S.,  October  19,  18J2. 
Gkhtlbmeit:  The  above  is  a  copy  of  my  respects  of  the 
1  jth  instant,  since  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving, this  morning,  your  favor  of  the  14th  ultimo.  To 
what  i  had  the  honor  of  writing  on  the  15th  instant,  the 
only  addition  which  it  seems  necessary  to  make,  is  this: 
the  bank,  in  order  to  close  the  account  with  the  Govern- 
ment, is  anxious  to  obtain  the  certificates.  It  is,  how- 
ever, possible  that  some  of  the  holders  who  have  agi*eed 
to  the  postponement  may  prefer  reUining  the  certificates 
UU  the  period  of  final  reimbursement.     The  bank  is  very 


unwilling  to  give,  either  to  these  stockholders  or  to  your- 
selves, any  unnecessary  trouble;  and,  should  you  find  any 
reluctance  on  this  score,  you  will  please  not  to  ur^ge  it, 
but  leave  the  certificates  in  the  hands  of  the  stockholders, 
and  we  will  endeavor  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the 
bank  without  possession  of  the  certificates.  Those  for 
the  stock  purchased  by  yourselves,  we  shall  be  liappy  to 
receive  by  an  early  opportunity. 

With  great  respect,  )-our8, 

N.  DIDDLE,  President. 
Messrs.  Baring,  Dbotubrs,  &  Co.,  London. 


Bakk  U.  S.,  October  2,  1832. 

Dear  Sir:  The  preparations  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  on  the  1st  instant,  arc  so  ample,  that  no  in- 
convenience is  apprehended  from  them  at  the  bank,  or 
any  of  its  offices;  and  afler  all  the  immediate  demands  o« 
that  account  are  discharged  at  your  ofiice,  it  will  still,  in 
all  probability,  be  very  largely  a  creditor  of  the  State 
banks  in  this  city.  This  state  of  things  naturally  presents 
for  consideration  the  course  which  the  office  sbouAd  pur- 
sue towards  them,  and  towards  the  community.  In  tlie 
present  condition  of  the  exchanges  with  Europe,  there 
will  probably  be  no  demand  for  specie,  and  it  would 
therefore  be  unnecessary  to  call  upon  the  State  banks  for 
payment,  in  that  form,  of  their  balances,  that  being  a 
measure  to  be  avoided,  unless  to  replace  wliat  ma>  be 
taken  from  the  office,  should  any  demand  be  made  upon 
it.  But,  while  the  balances  continue  thus  heavily  against 
the  State  banks,  they  will  be  unable  or  unwilling  to  do 
much  business,  and  the  office  will  therefore  have  an  op- 
portunity of  giving  to  the  community  such  facilities  s& 
these  State  banks  nave  it  no  longer  in  their  power  to 
furnish.  A  large  portion  of  the  debt  from  them  to  the 
office  may  thus  be  absorbed  in  good  paper,  payable  on  or 
about  the  Ist  of  January  next,  when  another  payment 
on  account  of  the  public  debt  will  be  made.  I  therefore 
take  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  ascertaining  tlie  pro- 
bable demands  against  the  bank  on  account  of  these  pay- 
ments, to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  board  the 
expediency  of  employing  a  portion  of  the  surplus  funds, 
now  in  the  form  of  balances  from  the  State  banks,  in  the 
discount  of  such  paper  as  may  give  facilities  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  city.  The  funds  will  be  thus  very  usefully 
and  profitably  employed  until  they  are  wanted,  and  a 
great  accumulation  of  bank  balances  be  prevented. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

N .  BlDI>l-¥:. 

Isaac  Lawrkhck,  Esq. 

President  Off.  A  6f  D.  New  York. 

Tkeascjrt  Department,  October  31,  1S32. 

Sir:  I  have  been  duly  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
37th  instant,  and  its  enclosures. 

That  I  may  be  better  able  to  understand  the  arrar^c- 
ment  made  by  the  bank,  through  the  intervention  of  Mr 
Cadwalader  and  Messrs.  Barings,  in  regard  to  the  tlirte 
per  cents,  held  abroad,  1  will  thank  you  for  copies  of  it-e 
letters  of  the  22d  and  30th  of  August,  and  6th  of  Sef- 
tember,  and  the  contract  of  the  22d  of  Augtjst,  all  vbich 
arc  referred  to  in  your  letter  to  Messrs.  Barings  of  i^*^ 
15th  instant. 

I  shall  be  glad,  also,  to  be  informed  whether  the  certi- 
ficates for  upwards  of  three  millions,  for  which,  in  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Cadwalader  of  the  18th  of  July,  you  state 
the  bank  to  be  the  agent  of  Messrs.  Barings,  have  been 
forwarded  at  the  loan  office. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  M'LANE, 
Secretary  of  the  T^tatury. 

N.  BiDDLE,  Esq. 

President  Bank  U.  S.,  Phiiada. 
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BahkU.  S.,  November  S,  1832. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  oF  receiving^,  on  the  3d  instant, 
your  letter  of  the  3 1st  ultimo,  and,  in  compliance  with 
the  request  contained  in  it,  enclose  herewith  copies  of 
the  letters  from  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.,  of  the 
22d  and  30th  of  August,  and  6th  of  September,  and  also 
a  copy  of  the  contract  of  the  22d  of  August.  I  also  add 
a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co«, 
of  the  31st  ultimo. 

In  regard  to  the  sum  of  three  millions  and  upwards,  of 
which  the  bank  is  the  agent,  its  agency  has  hitherto  been 
merely  to  receive  the  dividends,  not  the  principal.  Of 
that  amount,  there  have  been  surrendered  certificates  for 
about  #344,000  on  the  books  at  Philadelphia.  The 
amount  received  at  the  other  loan  offices,  I  do  not  know. 
But  the  whole  will,  I  presume,  now  shortly  arrive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 

Hon.  Louis  M'Lane, 

See*i/  of  the  Treasury^  Washington,  D.  C. 

LovDoir,  August  22,  1832. 

Sib:  We  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving,  from  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Cadwalader,  the  letter  with  which  you 
favored  us  on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  in  which  you  refer  us 
to  that  gentleman  for  the  particulars  of  an  arrangement 
the  institution  was  desi.i'ous  of  entering  into  in  regard  to 
the  reimbursement  of  the  United  States  three  per  cent, 
stock.  You  will  no  doubt  learn  from  Mr.  Cadwalader 
that  no  time  has  been  lost  in  coming  to  an  understanding 
with  us  as  to  the  mode  in  which  your  views  could  be 
carried  into  eiTect;  and  the  result  of  our  communications 
with  him  has  been  a  contract,  of  which,  as  he  will  no 
doubt  send  you  a  copy,  it  is  not  necessary  we  should  say 
more  than  that  we  trust  the  board  will  perceive  in  it 
evidence  of  that  earnest  desire  we  at  all  times  feel  to  put 
all  our  transactions  with  them  on  the  same  easy  and 
liberal  footing. 

We  trust  you  will  excuse  our  observing  that  we  con- 
ceive no  question  can  now  acise  as  to  any  extension  of 
the  ordinary  credit  which  we  hold  at  the  disposal  of  the 
bank,  as  the  liability  to  be  called  upon  for  large  advances, 
for  the  above  operation,  either  in  the  shape  of  drafts  or 
purchases  of  stock,  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  limit  should  be  strictly  attended  to. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  we  feel  much  flattered  at 
this  further  proof  of  our  possessing  the  confidence  of 
the  institution;  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servants^ 

BARING,  BROTHERS,  &  Co. 

N.  BiSDLB,  Esq. 

President  U.  S,  Bank,  PhUada. 


100,000 

200,000 

200,000 

20,000 


90i 


Lo2VD02r,  30M  August,  1832. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  personal  communications 
we  have  received  from  General  Cadwalader,  we  beg 
leave  to  inform  you  that  we  have  secured  and  paid  for  the 
following  parcels  of  United  States  three  per  cent,  stock, 


VIZ. 


at  90 


20,000" 
100,000 
25,000 
25,000" 
21,000  at90i 
80,000    at  91 


cc 


$271,000 

And  we  have  also  made  the  following  purchases,  to  be 
delivered  immediately,  viz. 
10,000      ") 
27,400       Cat90i 
66,037  25 S 


$623,437  25  to  be  delivered  before  the  6th  Sept. 

We  enclose  a  list  of  proprietors  of  United  States  three 
per  cent,  stock,  who  have  consented  to  postpone  the  re- 
ceipt of  their  principal  until  the  1st  of^  October,  1833, 
the  amount  of^  their  stock  being,  collectively,  342,646 
dollars  68  cents. 

As  we  are  not  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
institution  may  desire  to  have  these  transactions  managed, 
we  have  adopted  the  course  of  addressing  you  on  the 
subject,  that  you  may  dispose  of  the  accounts,  &c.  as  yoii 
may  deem  expedient . 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servants, 

BARING,  BROTHERS,  &  Co. 

N.  BiBDLB,  Esq. 

President  Bank  U.  S.,  Philada. 


Loirsoif,  6th  September,  1832. 

Sir:  We  confirm  what  we  had  the  honor  to  write  to 
you  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  now  annex  a  list  of  other 
proprietors  of  United  States  three  per  cent,  stock,  who 
wish  to  postpone  the  reimbursement  of  capital  until  Octo- 
ber, 1833,  making  a  total,  with  those  already  advised,  of 
$1,609,707  42  purchases  of  the  United  States  three  per 
cent,  stock  on  account  of  the  institution.  ^We  conclude 
it  may  be  more  convenient  to  you  to  have  the  whole  pur- 
chases up  to  the  present  date  presented  to  the  eye  at  one 
view,  and  we  therefore  enclose  a  detailed  list,  showing 
the  toUl  amount  to  be,  -  -  -  -$1,051,25131 
and  purchases,  but  not  yet  delivered,  -  364,994  05 
We  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

B.  B.  &Co. 

N.  BiDDLK,  Esq.,  Philadelphia, 


Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.,  of  London,  and 
Thomas  Cadwalader,  of  Philadelphia,  on  behalf  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  agree,  as  follows,  viz.  For  a 
commission  of  one-half  per  cent,  on  the  aflKmnt,  the  said 
Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.  agree — 

Ist.  To  invite  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock 
of  the  United  States  to  retain  their  stock  until  October, 
A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-threef  the 
bank  engaging  to  pay  the  interest  quarteriy,  until  that 
time. 

2d.  To  buy  up  the  said  three  per  cent,  stocks  on  the 
best  terms  at  which  they  can  be  obtained,  both  here  and 
in  Holland,  at  prices  not  exceeding  ninety-one  per  cent. 
or  as  much  higher  as  the  running  quarterly  interest,  in 
case  of  need.  The  cost  of  which  stocks  to  be  placed  to 
the  debit  of  the  Bank  of  the  United^States,  in  a  separate 
account,  chargeable  with  whatever  rate  of  interest  Me«n. 
Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.  may  be  compelled  to  pay.  Tlie 
certificates  of  stock  so  purchased  to  remain  with  Messrs. 
Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co. 

Sd.  In  case  the  amount  of  stocks  so  purchased,  and 
the  amount  that  may  be  retained  by  the  holders,  as  above, 
should,  together,  be  less  than  the  sum  p£  five  millions  of 
dollars,  then  Messrs.  Baring,  Broth^^  fc  Co.  agree  to 
make  up  the  deficiency,  in  case  the  bank  should  find  it 
desirable  to  draw  for  sudi  defidency,  or  any  part  thereof; 
on  which  sum  or  deficiency  Mefbrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  & 
Co.  to  charge  the  same  interest  a^  In  their  general  account 
with  the  bank.  The  whole  advftnoes  to  be  reimbursed 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  October,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

Witness  the  hands  of  the  said  partiesy  at  the  city  of 
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London,  the  22d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-two. 

BARING,  BROTHERS,  &  Co. 
T.  CADWALADER. 
Signed  in  presence  of  us, 
Javxs  Stkwakt  Rihokh, 
Fbas.  Wm.  Gsktbt. 


Bakk  U.  S.,  October  3\,  1832. 

GxiTTLixBir:  My  last  respects  were  of  the  19tU  instant; 
since  then  we  hare  understood  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment is  desirous  of  closing  the  accounts  of  tlie  foreip^n 
holders  of  three  per  cents.,  a  circumstance  which  m- 
creases  our  own  anxiety  to  receive  the  certificates  without 
delay,  and  induces  me  to  request  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  give  every  facility  to  the  transmission  of 
them. 

In  regard  to  those  purchased  by  yourselves,  there  can, 
we  presume,  be  no  difficulty;  and  as  to  those  stockholders 
with  whom  you  have  agreed  to  postpone  the  payment, 
you  will  find,  we  trust,  no  indisposition  to  make  the  ar- 
rangements suggested  in  mv  letter  of  the  15th  instant  for 
the  delivery  of  their  certificates.    Should,  however,  an^ 
difficulty  occur,  it  would  be  ag^eable  to  the  bank  if 
you  could  obviate  it,  either  by  causing  the  certificates  to 
be  sent  to  the  bank  for  immediate  reimbursement,  or,  if 
necessary,  by  purchasing  the  certificates  on  your  own 
account,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  done  with  those  pre- 
viously purchased,  and  taking  your  reimbursement  in  the 
mode  most  agreeable  to  yourselves.     The  whole  subjecl 
is  committed  to  your  good  judgment,  with  the  respects  of 
your  obedient  servant,  j 

N.  BIDDLE,  President, 
Messrs.  BAftiiro,  Bbotbxrs,  &  Co.,  London. 

HALF  PAY— BOUNTY  LAND,  &c. 

Housx  or  RjlassxHTiTivss,  January  23,  1833. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  tranfimitting  the  infor- 
mation required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Houee  of  Menreaen-' 
taiives  of  the  lOth  instant,  in  relation  to  half  pay,  bounty 
land,  &c.  to  certain  officers  of  the  revolution, 

Depabtmsitt  of  Wab,  Jan,  22,  1833. 
SiB :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  10th  instant,  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  report  to  that  House  *'  what  construction 
has  prevailed  with  the  accounting  officers,  as  to  the  words 
<all  military  officers,'  used  in  the  resolve  of  the  15th  of 
May,  1778,  relative  to  half  pay,  and  the  reasons  for  such 
construction;  whether  they  have  been  deemed  to  apply 
to  officers  of  the  line  only,  or  have  been  extended  to 
those  of  the  engineers,  invalid  artificers,  Lee's  legion, 
and  other  distinct  and  independent  corps;  whether  there 
was  any  specific  promise  of  land,  or  half  pav,  either  to 
Lee's  leffion,  the  corps  of  engineers,  or  artificers,  com- 
manded oy  Colonel  J.  Baldwin;  what  discrimination,  if 
any,  was  made  in  the  organization  of  the  two  last  corps; 
and  whether,  ia  both,  the  promotion  of  officers  was  not 
confined  to  the  corps  respectively;  and  whether  these 
corps  were  not  component  parts  of  the  eighty-eight  bat- 
talions raised  to  serve  for  *  during  the  war,'  under  the 
resolve  of  the  16th  of  September,  1776,  specifically  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolve  of  the  12th  of  November^  1779; 
and  which  of  tb«  officers  of  either  corps  have  obtained 
land,  or  half  puy,  or  commutation  of  half  pay;"  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclooe  reports  of  the  Third  Auditor,  and 
the  officer  in  char^  or  the  bounty  land  bureau,  which 
contain  the  informatio:^  required. 

I  Iwive  the  honoi  to  be,  very  respectfijlly. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  CASS. 
Hon  ABDBtw  Stevxxsoit, 

Speoher  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


TbSASUBT  DarABTMBlVT, 

Tliird  Auditor's  Office,  ISth^emuary,  1833. 

Sib:  The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  the  10th  instant,  and  whidi  wts 
referred  to  me  by  you  on  the  11th  instant,  for  a  report 
thereon,  directs  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  the 
House — 

1st.  Wliat  construction  has  prevailed  with  the  account- 
ing officers  as  to  the  words  **  all  military  officers,"  used 
in  the  resolve  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  relative  to  half 
pay,  and  the  reasons  for  such  construction. 

2d.  Whether  they  have  been  deemed  to  apply  to  offi- 
cers of  the  line  only,  or  have  been  extended  to  those  of 
the  engineers,  invalids,  artificers,  Lee's  legion,  andolber 
distinct  and  independent  corps. 

3d.  Whether  there  was  any  specific  promise  of  bnd 
or  half  pay,  either  to  Lee's  legion,  the  corps  of  en|^ 
neers,  or  artificers,  commanded  by  Colonel  J.  Baldwio. 

4th.  What  discrimination,  if  any,  was  made  in  the  orgi- 
nization  of  the  two  last  corps;  and  whether,  in  both,  the 
promotion  of  officers  was  i.ot  confined  to  the  corps  re- 
spectively; and 

5th.  Whether  these  corps  were  not  component  parts 
of  the  eighty-eight  battalions  raised  to  serve  for  "  during 
the  war,"  under  the  resolve  of  the  16lh  of  September, 
1776,  specifically  referred  to  in  the  resolve  of  the  \2lh  of 
November,  1779;  and 

6th.  Which  of  the  officers  of  either  corps  have  obtained 
land,  or  half  pay,  or  commutation  of  lialf  pay. 

in  relation  to  the  first  branch  of  the  resomtion,  I  hare 
the  honor  to  furnish  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to  Congress 
by  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts,  on  the  25tb  of 
August,  1786,  and  which  embraces  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  on  *<the  memorials  of  several  officers 
of  the  late  corps  of  artificers,  praying  tliat,  in  settling 
their  accounts,  they  be  allowed  the  commutation  of  half 
pay,  as  founded  on  justice,  or  on  the  acts  of  Congress^* 
ana  which  report  contains  the  best  explanation  that  I 
have  been  able  to  find  of  the  construction  that  was  given 
by  the  accounting  officers  to  the  words  *<  all  military  offi- 
cers," used  in  the  resolve  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778,  rela- 
tive to  half  pay,  as  well  as  the  reasons  for  that  con- 
struction. 

Understanding  the  second  branch  of  tJie  resolution  to 
have  in  view  the  ascertainment  whether  or  not  the  officers 
"of  the  engineers,  invalids,  aKificers,  Lee's  legion,  and 
other  distinct  and  independent  corps,"  have  been  alloired 
half  pay,  or  commutation  in  lieu  thereof,  1  have  to  atate, 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  resolve  of  the  22d  of  March, 
1783,  commutation  has  been  allowed  to  "corps  not  be- 
longing to  the  lines  of  particular  States,  and  who  are  en- 
titled to  half  pay  for  life,'*  amongst  which  were  the  corps 
of  engineers,  of  invalids,  Lee's  legion,  and  Armaod's 
corps. 

In  relation  to  the  third  branch  of  the  resolution,  I  have 
to  state,  that,  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  tlie  SlAof 
October,  1780,  making  provision  for  a  new  arrangeroeni 
of  the  army,  "two  pai'tisan  corps"  are  provided  tor,  one 
of  which  was  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Armand,  and 
the  other  by  Major  Lee:  and,  by  said  resolution,  all  the 
officers  who  should  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war  were  pro- 
mised half  pay  for  life,  and,  of  course,  half  pay  was  pro- 
mised to  the  officers  of  said  partisan  corps.     By  the  reso- 
lution of  the  14th  of  November,  1780,  "tlie  officers  of 
the  engineering  department"  were   "  put  on  an  equal 
establishment  with  the  officers  of  the  line."    No  promise 
of  half  pay  appears  to  have  been  made  to  the  officers  o€ 
the  corps  of  artificers  commanded  by  Colonel  Baldwin; 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  excluded  from  the  allowance. 
(See  resolve  of  16th  of  November,  1779.) 

In  relation  to  the  fourth  branch  of  the  resolution,  I 
have  to  state  that  it  appears,  by  the  resolution  of  the  llth 
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of  March,  1779,  the  eng-ineers  were  formed  into  a  corps, 
and  styled  the  "corps  of  engineers,"  and  were  to  "take 
rank,  and  enjoy  the  same  rights,  honors,  and  privileges, 
with  the  other  troops  on  the  continental  establishment;" 
and  that  they  were  to  "take  rank  in  their  own  corps  ac- 
cording to  the  dates  of  their  respective  commissions." 
By  the  resolve  of  the  12th  of  November,  1779,  the  "ele- 
ven companies  of  artificers  raised  by  the  quartermaster 
general"  were  to  "be  reformed,  and  incorporated  and 
arranged  in  such  manner  as  the  commander  in  chief  shall 
deem  proper."  By  the  same  resolve,  the  officers,  on  re- 
ceiving tbeir  commissions,  were  to  have  "rank  only  in 
their  own  corps,"  and  "  to  hold  regimental  courts  martial 
in  cases  that  concern  their  own  corps  only,  and  are  usually 
cognizable  by  regimental  courts  martial  of  the  line." 

In  regard  to  the  fifth  branch  of  the  resolution,  I  have  to 
state,  that  I  infer  from  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of 
army  accounts  of  the  25th  of  August,  1786,  (herewith 
transmitted,)  that  the  provision  in  the  resolution  of  the 
12th  of  November,  1779,  "  that  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  said  corps  (artificers)  be  considered  as  part  of  the 
quotas  of  the  eighty  battalions,  as  apportioned  on  the 
several  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong,"  was 
not  considered,  either  by  the  commissioner  of  army  ac- 
counts, or  by  Congress,  as  forming  "  component  parts  of 
the  eighty-eight  battalions  raised  to  serve  for  *  during 
the  war,'  under  the  resolve  of  the  16th  of  September, 
1776,"  in  such  a  sense  as  to  entitle  them  (the  officers  of 
the  corps  of  artificers)  to  the  grant  of  half  pay  or  com- 
mutation. 

In  relation  to  the  sixth  and  last  branch  of  the  resolution, 
I  have  to  state,  that  I  cannot  find  that  any  officer  of  the 
artificers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Baldwin,  has  obtained 
**  half  pay,  or  commutation  of  half  pay  j"  on  the  contrar}', 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  Congress  embraced  in  the 
report  of  the  commissioner  of  army  accounts  of  the  25th  of 
August,  1786,  closes  with  a  resolution,  that  the  officers 
of  the  "  late  corps  of  artificers"  were  not  entitled  to  it. 
Officers  of  engineers  have  received  commutation. 
With  great  respect, 

PETER  HAGNER,  Juditor. 

Hon.  Lkwis  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 

REPORT. 

Office  op  Armt  Accourts, 
New  York,  August  25,  1786. 

The  commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  late 
army  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  A.  Baird,  requesting  the  commutation,  in  lieu 
of  half  pay  for  life,  as  a  deranged  surgeon  in  Baldwin's 
corps  of  artificers,  begs  leave  to  report: 

That  Doctor  Baird  founds  his  claim  on  the  resolution 
of  January  17th,  1781,  granting  generally  the  half  pay  to 
the  hospital  department}  and  that  of  May  3d,  1782,  grant- 
ing the  same  particularly  to  a  surgeon  of  artificers. 

That  Congress  did,  on  the  19th  of  October  last,  refer 
to  your  commissioner  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of 
Congress  on  the  petition  of  sundry  officers  of  the  late 
corps  of  artificers  for  lialf  pay  or  commutation,  which  re- 
port your  commissioner  was  directed  to  take  order  on, 
and  is  in  the  following  words,  viz. 

"  The  committee,  consisting  of ,  to  wbom  was 

referred  the  memorials  of  several  officers  of  the  late  corps 
of  artificers,  praying  that,  in  settling  their  accounts,  they 
be  allowed  the  commutation  of  half  pay,  as  founded  on 
justice,  or  on  the  acts  of  Congress,  beg  leave  to  report: 

"  That  the  claims  of  those  officers  do  not  appear  to  be 
founded  on  the  usage  of  nations,  nor  in  equity.  They 
believe  that  half  pay  has  been  allowed  to  military  officers, 
partly  from  a  regpird  to  the  hardships  and  personal  dan- 
glers to  which  they  were  exposed,  but  chiefly  from  a  con- 


sideration that,  by  long  continuance  in  the  military  line, 
they  may  have  lost  those  habits  by  which  they  formerly 
had  been  enabled  to  provide  for  tliemselves  or  family; 
which  reasons  do  not  apply  so  fully  to  the  officers  of  arti- 
ficers. 

"  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  their  sole  rule  on 
this  occasion  must  be  the  acts  of  Congress  respecting  the 
officers  in  the  corps  of  artificers;  and  they  do  not  find  any 
resolution  by  which  they  are  entitled  to  half  pay  or  com- 
mutation; on  the  contrary,  they  seem  to  be  expressly  cut 
off  from  any  such  claim. 

"The  original  act  of  Congress  of  May  15,  1778,  by 
which  half  pay  was  promised  for  seven  years,  confined 
the  same  to  military  officers,  which  certainly  did  not  in- 
clude the  artificers;  and  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that,  in  all  subsequent  acts  which  relate  to  half  pay,  the  same 
denomination  of  officers  must  be  intended,  unless  in  cases 
where  other  officers  are  expressly  mentioned.  Surely, 
the  act  of  October  2d,  1780,  promising  half  pay  to  offi- 
cers who  might  be  deranged,  never  could  be  construed 
as  giving  half  pay  to  any  class  of  officers  who  had  no  claim 
to  half  pay,  had  they  continued  in  service  to  the  end  of 
the  war.  If  any  doubts  could  have  arisen  whether  the 
artificers  were  intended  in  the  promise  of  half  pay,  it  must 
be  fully  removed  by  the  act  of  the  16th  of  November, 
1779:  it  was  then  resolved  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  several  States  to  allow  the  corps  of  artificers  esta- 
blished by  Congress  on  the  12th  instant,  all  the  benefits  pro- 
vided for  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  line  of  their  quotas 
of  the  continental  battalions,  except  the  half  pay.  Afler 
this  pointed  and  express  exclusion  of  those  officers  from 
the  allowance  of  half  pay,  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  nothing  but  a  subsequent  promise,  equally  pointed 
and  express,  can  give  them  a  title  to  the  same.  None 
such  has  been  made;  wherefore  they  submit  the  following 
resolve:  That  the  officers  of  the  late  corps  of  artificers  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  are  not  entitled  to  half 
pay,  or  the  commutation  for  half  pay." 

Tour  commissioner  therefore  supposes  that  he  is  not 
warranted  to  grant  the  commutation  to  the  memorialist, 
unless  he  has  the  direction  of  Congress. 

J.  P. 

Chakles  Tboxsok,  Esq. 

Secretary  of  JVar* 


DSPABTVXHT  OP  WaH, 

Bounty  Land  Office,  January  21,  1833. 

Sib:  So  far  as  information  appears  to  be  required  from 
this  office,  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  the  lOth  instant,  referred  to 
this  office  on  the  19th  instant,  to  report  thereon,  1  have 
the  honor  to  state,  in  reference  to  the  inquiries  "  whether 
there  was  any  specific  promise  of  land,  either  to  Lee's 
legion,  the  corps  of  engineers,  or  artificers  commanded 
by  Colonel  J.  Baldwin,"  that  the  two  first  named  being 
military  corps  on  the  continental  establishment,  the  offi- 
cers attached  thereto  were  embraced  in  the  several  re- 
solves of  Congress  providing  bounty  lands  for  such  of 
tliem  as  continued  in  service  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

No  returns  exist  in  this  office  of  the  names  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  corps  of  artificers  commanded  by  Colonel  J. 
Baldwin;  nor  does  it  appear  that  land  warrants  have  issued 
to  any  of  the  officers  of  that  corps,  except  to  Samuel  A. 
McCoekey,  surgeon,  and  William  McCoskey,  surgeon's 
mate;  and  these  issues  appear  to  have  been  made  in  vir- 
tue of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  Sd  of  May,  1782, 
as  follows:  "  Resolved,  that,  as  the  dispersed  situation  of 
the  corps  of  artificers,  commanded  by  Captain  Wyley, 
will  no  longer  require  the  services  of  Dr.  A.  McCoskey, 
and  Dr.  William  McCoskey,  his  mate,  they  be  considered 
as  reduced  and  retiring  m>m  the  service  on  the  10th  in- 
stant, and  the  surgeon  be  entitled  to  all  the  emoluments 
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heretofore  allowed  to  reduced  regimental  surgeons;" 
from  which  it  would  appear  that  these  officers  had  been 
retained  in  service  until  the  10th  of  &Iay,  1782,  being  a 
period  of  more  than  thirteen  months  after  the  corps  of 
artificers  commanded  bv  Colonel  J.  Baldwin  had  been 
dissolved  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  29th  of 
March,  1781,  by  which  resolution  it  is  explicitly  declared 
that  "all  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artificers  not  retained 
by  virtue  of  these  resolutions,  be  no  longer  considered  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States."  The  officers  retained 
by  the  resolution  just  referred  to,  were,  it  is  believed,  in- 
corporated with  the  reduced  corps  of  artillery  artificers, 
and  continued  in  service;  the  names  of  some  eighteen  or 
twenty  of  whom  are  returned  on  the  records  of  this  office 
as  being  entitled  to,  and  as  having  received,  bounty  lands 
from  the  United  States. 

The  officers  of  the  regiment  of  artillery  artificers,  being 
attached  to  the  artillery  in  the  field,  were,  it  is  believed, 
considered  military  officers:  hence,  those  of  them  who 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war  were  embraced  in  the  re- 
solves of  Congress  providing  bounty  lands.  The  duties 
of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of  artificers  being  (as  it  is  be- 
lieved) confined  to  the  superintendence  of  workshops, 
laboratories,  &c.,  and  to  the  control  and  direction  of  the 
artisans  attached  thereto,  and  not  being  required  to  act 
in  the  field,  were  not,  it  is  presumed,  considered  military 
officers.  Their  names  were  therefore  not  returned  on 
the  list  of  officers  on  file  in  this  department,  among  those 
entitled  to  land  bounties  from  the  United  States.  Had 
they  been  considered  military  officers,  it  is  presumed  that 
Congress,  when,  by  their  resolution  of  March,  1781,  they 
declared  the  corps  of  artificers  <<  dissolved,  and  no  longer 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,"  would  at  that  time 
have  designated  them  as  reduced  and  supernumerary  offi- 
cers, and,  as  such,  entitled  to  all  the  emoluments  in  land 
and  lialf  pay.  That  Congress  did  not  so  consider  the 
officers  of  that  corps,  is  manifested  by  the  discrimination 
made  in  the  cases  of  the  two  Doctors  McCoskey,  before 
referred  to.  If  the  surgeon  of  that  name  (surgeons' 
mates  not  being  entitled  to  half  pay)  had  been  consi- 
dered, at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  that  corps,  (to 
which  he  then  belonged,)  as  entitled  to  "all  the  emolu- 
ments heretofore  allowed  to  regimental  surgeons,"  fur- 
ther legislation  in  behalf  of  that  officer  woiUd  have  been 
superfluous. 

The  records  of  the  War  Department,  from  the  earliest 
period  succeeding  the  war  of  the  revolution,  exhibit  no 
amount  of  bounty  land  to  an  officer  or  private  of  the  corps 
of  artificers,  except  in  the  two  cases  referred  to  in  tlie 
aforegoing.  This  fact  indicates  the  construction  applied 
to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  in  reference  to  that  corps, 
by  the  individual  who  first  presided  over  the  department, 
who  was  himself  an  officer  of  the  highest  grade  in  the  army. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GORDON. 

The  Hon.  Skchetary  of  Wau. 


NOUTHWESTEHN  INDIANS. 

HousK  OF  Kkprkbsittativbs,  Mareh2f  1833. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traiurmitting  a  copy  of 
a  report  of  SchoolcrafVs  expedition  among  the  Nortnweat- 
em  Indians. 

DEPAKTjfXKT  OF  Wab,  Morch  2,  1833. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  Esquire,  of  the  expedition  per- 
formed by  him  among  the  northwestern  Indians,  last  year, 
under  orders  from  this  department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  CASS. 
Hon.  Atrnnxw  Stkvbkson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives. 


OpFIGS  IXDIAir  AfTAIRS,  NOBTKWKBTERlf  AoBHCT, 

SauU  SU.  Marie,  Deeamher  3,  1832. 

Elbert  Herriho,  Esq 

Indian  Bureau,  Wathington: 

Sir:  The  condition  of  the  Indians,  situated  in  the  area 
of  country  traversed  by  the  St.  Croix  and  Chippewa 
rivers,  has  not  essentially  varied  since  the  date  of  the  re- 
port which  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  depart- 
ment on  the  22d  of  September,  1831 .  ^  I  beg  leave  now 
to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  observations  made  dunng 
my  recent  visit  to  the  bands  living  northwest  of  that  point 
in  our  geography. 

From  a  very  early  period  war  has  existed  between  the 
Chippewas  and  Sioux;  and  although  the  condition  of  in- 
dependent bands,  separated  by  local  position  and  loctl 
interests,  has  produced  intestine  feuds,  they  have  united 
in  defending  their  respective  frontiers,  and  have  not  he- 
sitated to  make  inroads  into  the  hunting  grounds  of  each 
other  whenever  circumstances  have  &vored  them. 

The  Chippewas  assert  that  their  warfare  has  been  one 
of  self-defence,  and  that  their  inroads  have  been  the  inert- 
table  consequence  of  a  successful  assertion  oi  then'  terri- 
torial rights.  The  Sioux  complain  that  their  hunting 
grounds  have  been  intruded  on,  and  that  they  cannot  re- 
strain their  warriors.  Each  party  lays  clahn  to  the  title 
of  forbearance  and  generosity.  Neither  appean  to  omit 
any  opportunity  of  inflicting  mjury  on  the  other.  Eferr 
blow  ts  a  fresh  invitation  to  aggression.  A  state  of  perpe- 
tual insecurity  and  alarm  is  the  consequence.  Time  has 
exasperated  their  feelings;  and  much  of  the  severity  of 
their  condition  is  owing  to  the  pertinacity  with  which  the 
contest  is  kept  up. 

In  this  state  the  Chippewas,  who  are  particularly  the 
object  of  this  report,  were  found,  in  1806,  by  our  Govern- 
ment, who,  in  that  year,  directed  the  late  General  Pike 
to  visit  the  Upper  Mississippi.  Owing  to  their  remote 
position,  little  attention  was,  however,  bestowed  upon 
them  until  the  summer  of  1820,  when  Governor  Cass, 
who  then  administered  the  Government  of  Michigan,  con- 
ducted an  expedition  through  the  country.  Bj  Us  re- 
commendation, a  military  post  and  ap^ncy  was  esteblisfaed 
on  the  avenue  of  their  trade  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Superior, 
and  the  usual  means  adopted  to  regulate  the  inde  and  in- 
tercourse of  our  citizens  with  them.  They  were  coun- 
selled to  remain  at  peace,  to  intermit  their  visits  to  the 
Canadian  posts,  and  to  pursue  their  usual  occupations  on 
their  own  lands.  It  was  immediately  found,  however, 
tliat  the  force  of  their  hostilites  fell  upon  their  westeni 
frontier,  where  they  bordered  on  the  Sioux,  and  where 
the  dispute  respecting  territorial  boundary  gave  scope  to 
continual  and  afflicting  agg^ssions. 

In  1825  the  Chippewas  were  invited  to  meet  the  other 
tribes  in  a  general  council  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  which,  afler 
a  full  discussion,  resulted  in  a  treaty  of  limits.  Tliis  treaty 
was  fully  explained  to  the  northern  Chippewas,  convened 
at  Fond  du  Lac  in  1826,  and  assented  to  ma  treaty  signed 
at  that  place.     The  following  season  delegates  of  ths 
nation,  living  on  its  southern  border,  attended,  and  be- 
came parties  to  the  treaty  of  Butte  des  Morts,  on  Fox 
river.  In  which  the  subject  of  boundaries  was  finally  car- 
ried out  and  adjusted  between  themselves  and  the  Mcm>- 
minees  and  Winnebagoes.     With  the  latter  tribes^  there 
has  been  no  subsequent  dispute  respecting  limits;  bat  the 
delineation,  on  paper,  of  theextennveline  between  them 
and  the  Sioux,  without  an  actual  survey  and  marking'  of 
it,  gave  rise  to  difficulties  on  that  frontier,  and  the  pretext 
was  thus  given  for  renewed  aggressions.     Several  in- 
stances of  these  have  been  reported  from  this  office  to  the 
department.      The  hardships  of  a  people  short  of  re- 
sources were  thus  increased,  and  those  citizens  who  were 
licensed  by  the  Indian  office  to  carry  on  trade,  com- 
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plained  of  losses  and  want  of  protection.  Many  of  the 
former,  and  several  of  the  latter,  fell  in  their  conflicts, 
or  lost  their  lives  through 'circumstances  connected  with 
them. 

During*  the  summer  of  1830,  I  was  directed,  personally, 
to  visit  the  Indians,  to  endeavor  to  restore  peace  among 
them.  It  was  not  practicable  to  carry  the  instructions 
into  immediate  effect.  A  part  of  the  following  year  was 
employed  in  visiting  the  bands  intermediate  between  Lake 
Superior  and  the  Mississippi,  below  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Croix,  with  results  which  have  been  communicated  to  the 
department.  Instructions  were  issued,  in  the  spring  of 
1832,  for  extending  the  visit,  and  embracing  as  many  In- 
dians on  tlie  heads  of  the  Mississippi,  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  This  brings  .the  sketch  which  I  have 
offered  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  department  to  place 
tlie  Chippewas  and  Sioux  on  a  footing  of  peace,  to  the 
date  of  the  instructions  under  which  I  performed. my 
late  tour  to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi;  and  1  will 
now  proceed  to  detail  such  of  its  results  as  relate  to  the 
subject. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  during  the  previous  visit, 
general  councils  were  held  with  the  Chippewas  at  Chegi- 
omegon,  at  Yellow  river,  at  Lac  Courtourelle,  and  at  Rice 
lake,  on  the  Red  Cedar  fork  of  the  Chippewa  river;  that 
the  subject  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  limits  of  1835  was 
distinctly  brought  home  to  the  chiefs,  and  their  promises 
obtained  to  use  their  influence  in  keeping  their  warriors 
at  peace;  that  messages  were  despatched  by  them  to  the 
principal  Sioux  chiefs,  expressive  of  these  sentiments,  ac- 
companied with  messages  from  myself;  that  a  Chippewa 
war  party  was  encountered,  and  its  objects  frustrated, 
and  the  subject  of  limits  on  the  Red  Cedar  fork  referred 
by  them  to  the  President,  with  a  request  that  he  would 
use  his  influence  to  keep  the  Sioux  at  peace.  From  all 
which,  auspicious  results  were  anticipated. 
:*  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find,  in  the  progress  of  my  visit 
the  present  year,  that  these  measures  baa  been  produc- 
tive of  the  best  effects;  that  the  fall  and  winter  of  1831 
had  passed  without  any  war  parties  going  out  of  the  re- 
gion of  the  Chippewa  and  St.  Croix  rivers;  that  a  peace 
council  had  been  held  by  the  Chippewas  of  the  Folk 
Avoine,  and  the  Sioux  of  the  Petit  Corbeau's  band, 
which  was  also  attended  by  the  Upper  Snake  river  In- 
dians, and  by  deputations  of  the  Mille  Lac  and  Fond  du 
Lac  Chippewas,  and  that  my  counsels  and  admonitions 
liad  been  extensively  spread. 

On  casually  meeting  a  party  of  Indians  and  traders  at 
the  Portail  on  Lake  Superior,  (June  llth,)  I  heard  of  the 
existence  of  a  feud  at  I^c  Courtourelle,  which  had,  du- 
ring the  previous  winter,  resulted  in  the  murder  of  a  Ca- 
nadian named  Jean  Baptist  Brunet;  at  Long  lake,  the 
murder  of  an  Indian  boy  by  the  son  of  Mozojeed,  the 
chief  of  the  band.  That  the  murderer  had  been  appre- 
liended  by  the  Chippewas  and  traders,  and  brought  out 
as  far  as  the  carrying  place  on  tlie  head  of  the  Mauvais 
river,  where  he  escaped. 

On  reaching  the  trading  post  of  Keweena  bay,  (14th,) 
I  met  Pizhickce,  the  chief  of  Lapointe,  with  seversd  men, 
going  out  to  visit  me  at  the  Sault.  He  made  a  speech, 
and  presented  me  a  pipe  in  token  of  his  friendship.  There 
•was,  also,  at  this  place,  the  old  speaker,  Mizi,  on  his  way, 
with  a  considerable  retinue,  to  Penetanguiashine,  the  Bri- 
tish post  on  Lake  Huron.  I  here  learned  the  death  of 
Mosnbodo,  the  chief  of  Lac  du  Flambeau,  and  that  his 
brother,  the  White  Crow,  a  man  of  inferior  merit,  had 
succeeded  to  the  chieflainship,  and  was  forming  a  war 
party  to  descend  the  Chippewa  river  against  the  Sioux. 

1  reached  the  Ontonagon  on  the  19th,  and  found  Mush- 
cosween,  or  the  Moose's  Tail,  an  elder  brother  of  the 
White  Crow  of  I^c  du  Flambeau,  and  Mozojeed,  the 
chief  of  Lac  Courtourelle,  encamped  with  their  followers, 
beuig  all  on  their  way  to  visit  me  at  the  Sault .    No  further 


information  was  obtained  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Lac  du 
Flambeau,  except  that  a  trader  had  clandestinely  visited 
that  post  from  the  Mississippi  with  whiskey. 

Being  nearest  the  theatre  of  the  Sac  disturbances,  I  felt 
much  anxiety  to  be  particularly  informed  of  the  state  of 
feeling  in  this  numerous,  warlike,  and  hitherto  disaffected 
band.  This,  however,  I  was  left  to  infer  from  the  studied 
silence  or  affected  ignorance  of  Mushcosween. 

Mozojeed  gave  roe  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  the  Chip- 
pewas of  his  quarter  were  quite  friendly,  and  that  no  dis- 
position was  felt  to  sanction,  far  less  to  aid,  the  confede- 
rate Sacs  and  Foxes  in  their  schemes.  He  regretted  the 
murders  that  had  taken  place  in  his  vicinity  during  the 
winter,  which  he  said  arose  wholly  from  private  jealou- 
sies and  bickerings.  He  said  he  lamented  the  folly  of  the 
young  men  of  his  village  who  had  committed  the  murders. 
He  could  not  prevent  it.  He  could  not  see  through  the 
trees — alluding  to  the  difficulty  of  foreseeing  and  govern- 
ing the  acts  of  people  at  a  distance.  He  could  not  abso- 
lutely govern  those  in  his  own  village;  but  these  murders 
were  committed  at  Long  lake,  and  not  at  Ottawa  lake, 
where  he  lived.  He  said  that  the  murderer  of  Brunet 
had  been  apprehended  by  the  joint  advices  of  himself  and 
those  who  had  grown  old  in  wearing  medals,  (meaning 
the  elder  chiefs;)  but  he  had  escaped  on  the  Mauvais 
portage.  From  that  point  the  chief  called  Miscomonedo, 
or  the  Red  Devil,  and  his  people,  had  returned,  saying 
that  they  would  punish  the  fugitive.  With  respect  to  tlie 
murder  committed  by  his  son,  he  said  that  he  had  come 
out  to  give  himself  up  for  it,  to  be  dealt  with  as  might  be 
dictated.  He  stood  ready  to  answer  for  it.  And  he 
awaited  my  decision  respecting  it,  as  well  as  the  other 
murder.  He  concluded  his  address  by  presenting  a 
stealite  pipe. 

Soon  after  passing  Presque  Isle  river,  (20tb,)  we  met 
Mr.  Warren  and  his  brigade  of  boats  on  his  annual  return 
from  his  wintering  ground.  He  confirmed  the  reports 
heai'd  from  the  Indians,  and  added  also,  that  a  trader  from 
the  Mississippi  had  entered  the  St.  Croix  river,  and  in- 
troduced  whiskey  among  the  Chippewas  of  Snake  river. 
Mushcosween  followed  me,  with  others,  to  Chee^iomegon 
or  Lapointe,  became  a  sharer  in  the  presents  distributed 
there,  and  presented,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  speech,  in 
which  he  expressed  himself  in  decidedly  friendly  terms, 
an  ornamented  otter  skin  pouch. 

At  the  mouth  of  river  Broula,  I  encountered  Oza  Windib, 
or  the  Yellow  Head,  and  Manitogooz,  or  the  handsome 
Enunciator,  two  Chippewa  chiefs  from  the  Cassinian 
source  of  the  Mississippi,  being  on  their  way  to  visit  me 
at  the  seat  of  the  agency.  They  reported  that  the  In- 
dians at  Leech  lake  had  raised  a  war  party,  about  one 
hundred  strong,  and  gone  out  against  the  Sioux  of  the 
Plains.  Both  these  Indians  returned  with  me  to  Cass 
lake.  The  former  guided  me  from  that  remote  point  to 
the  source  of  this  river. 

On  reaching  Fond  du  Lac,  (23d,)  I  found  the  Indians 
at  that  post  assembled  preparatory  to  the  departure  of  th'e 
traders  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  department.  Mr.  Aitkin  re- 
presented that  the  Hudson's  Bay  clerks  had  been  well  sup- 
plied with  high  wines  during  the  season  of  trade,  which 
were  freely  used,  to  induce  our  Indians  to  cross  the  boun- 
dary in  quest  of  them;  and  that,  if  the  American  Go- 
vernment did  not  permit  a  limited  quantity  of  this  article 
to  be  taken  b^  their  traders,  part  of  the  hunts  would  be 
carried  to  their  opponents.  His  clerks,  from  Rainy  lake, 
presented  me  a  pipe  with  an  ornamented  stem,  accompa- 
nying a  speech  of  general  friendship  from  Aissibun,  or  the 
Raccoon,  and  another,  with  similar  testimonials,  from  the 
son  of  the  late  chief  Ainakumigishkung,  both  of  the  Rainy 
lake  band. 

Mongazid,  or  the  Loon's  Foot,  the  second  chief,  and 
speaker  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  band,  confirmed  what  I  had 
previously  heard  of  a  peace  council  having  been  held  on 
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the  St.  Croix  with  the  [*etit  GorbeMi's  band  of  Sioux.  He 
said  that  Kabamappa  was  at  the  head  of  the  Chippewa 
party,  and  had  been  the  prinoe  mover  in  this  pacific  at- 
tempt. That  he  had  himself  been  present  witli  eleven 
men  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  band,  including  the  elder  chief 
Chingoop. 

Dr.  Borup,  a  clerk  in  the  A.  F.  Company's  service, 
added,  in  relation  to  affairs  on  the  Rainy  lake  border,  that 
five  chiefs  had  been  invested  with  flags  and  medals  by  the 
British  traders  of  Uainy  lake;  that  eighty  kegs  of  hig^ 
wines  were  exhibited  to  the  Indians  at  that  post  during 
the  last  season;  that  it  was  freely  sent  over  the  American 
lines,  even  within  a  few  hours'  march  of  Leech  lake,  hav- 
ing been  sent  west  of  the  portage  into  I'urtle  lake. 

We  had  now  reached  the  head  of  Lake  Superior.  Our 
route  thence  to  the  Mississippi  was  up  the  river  St.  Louis, 
and  across  the  Savanne  portage.  We  reached  the  trad- 
in^  house  at  the  junction  of  Sandy  lake  river  with  the 
Mississippi,  during  the  afternoon  of  the  Sd  July,  and  re- 
mained at  that  place  until  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
4th.  The  Indians  here  confirmed  the  report  of  a  war 
party's  having  gone  out  from  Leech  lake.  All  accounts 
from  that  quarter  indicated  a  state  of  extreme  restlessness 
on  the  part  of  that  band,  and  also  among  tlie  Yanctons 
and  Sessitons,  with  whom  they  usually  war. 

Inincewi,  or  the  Manly  Man,  acted  as  a  speaker  at  the 
council  I  held  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  He  mingled, 
as  is  common,  his  private  affairs  with  h'ls  public  business. 
He  said  he  was  not  possessed  of  the  authority  of  chief- 
tainship, but  that  his  father,  Kabijpvakoosidziga,  bad  been 
a  chief  under  the  English  Government;  that  Chingoop, 
tlie  chief  of  the  Fond  du  Lac,  was  his  uncle,  andChaimes, 
our  guide,  his  nephew.  He  said  that  the  Gross  Guelle, 
and  most  of  the  chiefs  and  hunters  of  the  place,  had  dis- 
persed from  their  encampment,  and  were  now  passing  the 
summer  montlis  in  the  country  near  the  mouth  of  L'Aile 
du  Corbeau,  or  Crow-wing  river;  that  he  would  forthwith 
convey  my  message  to  them,  &c.  confirming  his  words 
with  a  peace  pipe. 

Having  determined  to  ascend  the  Mississippi  from  this 
point,  and  being  satisfied,  from  my  Indian  maps,  that  I 
could  make  a  portage  from  Cass  lake  into  Leech  lake,  and 
from  the  latter  into  the  source  of  the  Crow-wing  river,  so 
as  to  descend  the  latter  to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi, 
I  transmitted  a  message  to  the  Gross  Guelle  to  meet  my 
with  the  Sandy  lake  Indians  at  Isle  du  Corbeau  in  twenty 
days,  counting  from  the  5th.  I  then  deposited  the  provi- 
sions and  goods,  amounting  to  twenty.six  pieces,*  intended 
for  distribution  at  the  council  at  Isle  du  Corbeau,  witli  the 
person  in  charge  of  Mr.  Aitkin's  house,  with  arrangements 
to  liave  the  articles  sent  down  the  Mississippi  in  exact  sea- 
son to  meet  me  there. 

Relieved  of  this  portion  of  the  burden  of  transporta- 
tion, we  proceeded  with  more  alacrity.     We  passed  the 

falls  of  Pukaiguma  on  the  7th,  and  encamped  at , 

tlie  trading  post  at  Lake  Winnepec,  above  the  savannas,  on 
the  9th,  having  pursued  the  side  route  through  Bogotowa 
lake.  While  encamped  at  Point  aux  Chenes,  in  the  savan- 
nas, a  Frenchman  arrived  from  Leech  lake,  on  his  way  to 
the  post  at  Sandy  lake.  He  reported  that  the  war  party 
had  returned  to  Leech  lake,  bringing  three  Sessiton  scalps, 
having,  in  their  engagements,  lost  one  man,  a  brother-in- 
bw  of  the  Guelle  Plat's;  that  the  Guelle  Plat  led  the  war 
party,  and  encountered  the  Sioux  coming  out  against 
them.  He  also  reported  tliat  the  Sioux  had  scalped  a 
Chippewa  girl  near  Pembina;  that  they  were  pursued  im- 
mediately by  a  party  of  Chippewas,  overtaken  in  the  act 
of  constructing  a  raft  to  cross  a  stream,  and  four  of  the 
number  killedand  scalped.  Finding  the  waters  favorable 
for  ascending,  and  that  our  progress  had  been  much  acce- 

*  A  piece,  In  the  trade  of  the  Northwest,  coniitts  or  a  tiale,  a  hiLg,  or 
any  other  parcel  oF  the  invoice  made  ap  for  transportation  on  the  por- 
uifea,  and  m  canoe*. 


lerated  thereby,  I  sent  a  verbal  message  by  this  nan  to 
have  the  canoe,  with  supplies,  destined  for  Isle  du  Cor- 
beau, sent  forward  two  days  ««rlicr  than  the  time  origi- 
nally fixed.  The  clerk  in  charge  of  the  po«t  at  Lake 
Winnepec,  communicated  a  number  of  facts  rcspectifig 
the  location  and  number  of  the  Indians  living  In  the  mid- 
dle grounds  between  that  place  and  Rainy  lake.  I  pro- 
posed to  him  the  following  questions,  to  which  I  have 
annexed  his  answers.  1.  Do  the  Hudwn's  Bay  clerks 
cross  the  American  line  from  the  post  of  Rainy  lake  for 
the  purposes  of  trade?  Answer.  No:  they  furnish  goods 
to  Indians  who  go  trading  into  the  American  territory. 

2.  Do  the  partners  or  clerks  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany present  flags  and  medals  to  Indians?    Answer.  Yes. 

3.  Do  they  give  such  flags  and  medals  to  Indians  livinfr 
within  the  American  fine?    Answer.  No:  I  have  heard 
that  they  took  away  an  American  flag  given  to  an  Indim, 
on  the  United  States  borders  of  Rainy  lake,  tore  it,  and 
burnt  it,  and  gave  him  a  British  flag  instead.     4.  Was 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  post  on  Rainy  lake  supplied 
with  ardent  spirits  last  season?    Answer.  It  was:  they 
had  about  sixty  kegs  of  high  wines,  which  were  shown  lo 
some  of  our  Indians  who  went  there,  and  Mr.  Cameron, 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  post,  said  to  them^  that,  al- 
though their  streams  were  high  from  the  melting  of  iVie 
snows,  they  should  swim  as  high  with  liquor  if  the  Indians 
required  it.    5.  What  is  the  strength  of  the  Yug^i  w'mcs* 
Answer.  One  keg  is  reduced  to  four.     6.  Have  the  In- 
dians sent  out  on  Derwin  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
approached  near  to  your  post?  Answer.  They  have  come 
very  near,  having  been  on  the  Turtle  portage  with  goods. 
7.  Did  they  bring  liquor  thus  far?  Answer.  No:  the  liquor 
is  kept  at  Rainy  lake  to  induce  the  Indiana  to  visit  that 
place  with  their  furs.     8.  Did  the  disposition  made  of  the 
liquor  which  the  Secretary  of  War  permitted  the  princi- 
pal factor  of  the  Fond  du  Lac  department  to  take  in  last 
year,  embrace  the  post  of  Winnepec?    Answer.  It  M 
not:  it  was  chiefly  kept  at  Rainy  lake,  and  on  the  lines, 
to  be  used  in  the  opposition  trade. 

On  reaching  Cass  lake,  or  Lac  Cedar  Rouge,  (July  10,) 
I  found  a  band  of  Chippewas  resident  on  its  principal 
island,  where  corn  and  potatoes  are  raised,  liiey  coo- 
firmed  the  reports  of  the  murder,  and  the  subsequent 
aflray  &t  Pembina,  and  of  the  return  of  tlie  war  party 
which  went  out  from  Leech  lake.  Some  of  the  warriors 
engaged  in  the  Utter  were  from  the  island  in  Cass  lake, 
including  the  person  killed.  His  widow  and  her  cliiJdren 
attended  the  council,  and  shared  in  the  distribution  of 
presents  which  I  made  there.  While  encamped  on  Ibis 
island,  two  of  the  Sioux  scalps,  which  had  been  brought 
in  as  trophies  on  the  late  excursion,  were  danced,  with 
the  ceremonies  peculiar  to  the  occasion,  on  an  eminence 
adjacent  to,  and  within  sight  of  my  encampment.  This 
painful  exhibition  of  barbaric  triiunph  was  enacted  with- 
out consulting  me. 

Finding  it  practicable,  in  the  existing  state  of  the  waters 
to  visit  the  principal  and  most  remote  source  of  the  Uhr 
sissippi  above  this  lake;  I  determined  to  encamp  my  meiH 
and  leave  my  heavy  baggage  and  supplies  on  this  island, 
and  accomplish  the  visit  in  small  canoes  with  the  aid  oi 
Indian  guides. 

As  tlie  details  of  this  expedition  aflbrd  no  political  ia- 
formation  of  a  character  required  by  my  insiructioiis,  be- 
yond the  observation  of  some  evidences  of  a  Sioux  inrosd 
in  former  years,  and  the  statistical  facts  heretofore  gives, 
they  are  omitted. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that  the  object  was 
su<:cessful]y  accomplished  under  the  guidance  of  Oza 
Windib.  I  planted  the  American  flag  on  an  island  in  the 
lake,  which  is  the  true  souree  of  &e  Mtsnssippif  one 
hundred  and  forty-nijie  yean  after  the  disoorery  of  the 
mouth  of  this  stream  by  La  Salle.  I  was  accompanied  on 
this  expedition  by  Mr.  Johnston,  of  the  deparUneiit,  Dr. 
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D.  Houghton^  Lieutenant  Allen,  U.S.  army,  and  the  Rev. 
W.  Z.  Boutwell. 

On  returning^  to  my  encampment  on  the  island  in  Cass 
lake,  I  explained  to  the  Indians,  in  a  formal  council,  the 
object  of  my  instructions  from  the  department,  so  far  as 
these  relate  to  their  hostilities  with  the  Sioux.  I  found 
the  gross  population  of  the  island,  which  is  called  Grand 
Isle  by  the  French,  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  to 
whom  I  distributed  presents  of  clothing*,  ammunition, 
tobacco,  and  some  provisions.  I  invested  Oza  Windib 
with  a  flag  and  medal,  finding  him  to  be  looked  up  to  as 
the  principal  man  in  the  band,  and  there  being*  at  present 
no  one  who  claimed,  or  appeared  to  be  as  well  entitled  to 
the  authority  of  chieftainship. 

Neezh  Opinais,  or  the  Twin  Birds,  who  received  a 

medal  from  Governor  Cass,  through  the  intervention  of 

his  principal  guide,  in  182Q,  was  formerly  resident  at  this 

lake,  but  is  now  incorporated  with  the  band  at  Red  lake. 

I  sent  him  a  flajj^,  accompanied  with  a  formal  message  by 

his  son,  and  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  a  peace  pipe 

and  stem  from  Waiwatn  Jigun,  of  Red  lake,  sent  out  by 

him  through  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  American  Fur 

Company.     These  attentions  to  the  ceremonial  messages 

of  the  Indians  are  of  more  importance,  so  far  as  respects 

their  feelings  and  friendship,  than  might  be  inferred. 

Cass  lake  is  about  sixteen  miles  long  in  the  direction 
that  the  Mississippi  passes  through  it,  and  may  be  esti- 
mated to  be  twelve  miles  wide,  exclusive  of  a  spacious 
prolongation  or  bay  in  the  direction  of  Leech  lake.     It 
has  four  islands,  two  of  which  have  been  considerably 
cultivated.     It  is  the  second  large  lake  below  the  primary 
forks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  decidedly  the  largest  ex- 
panse assuming  the  character  of  a  lake  in  its  entire  length 
covering  a  greater  square  of  superfices  than  Lake  Pepin. 
I  directed  one  of  the  men  to  stretch  a  cord  across  its  out- 
let, which  he  found  to  be  fifty-four  yards,  and  reported 
the  depth  at  eight  feet.     I  had  previously  directed  a  simi- 
lar measurement  of  the  Mississippi  across  the  jomt  volume 
produced  by  the  inlet  of  Sandy  Lake  river,  and  found  the 
width  to  be  one  hundred  and  ten  and  one-third  yards. 

This  lake  also  receives  the  tributary  of  Turtle  river 
from  the  northwest.  This  is  a  small  river,  originating 
about  thirty-eight  to  forty  miles  distant.  From  its  source 
there  is  a  series  of  portages,  with  intervening  smJl  lakes, 
by  means  of  which  goods  are  transported  across  the 
height  of  land  separating*  the  Mississippi  valley  from  Red 
lake  and  Red  river. 

The  Mississippi  is  but  little  used  by  traders  gohig  north- 
west beyond  Cass  lake,  and  not  at  all  beyond  l^c  Tra- 
verse. It  is  found  to  take  its  rise  nearly  due  west  from 
Cuss  lake.  In  consequence,  its  source  has  seldom  been 
visited  even  by  the  traders,  whose  highest  point  of  tempo- 
rary location  is  Pamitchi  Gumaug,  or  Lac  Traverse,  esti- 
mated to  be  forty  miles  W.  N.  W.  of  Cass  lake.  And 
this  point  has  been  fixed  on  by  Lieutenant  Allen  as  the 
extreme  noi-thwest  point  attainedby  its  waters. 

Representations  having  been  made  to  the  department 
7n  the  subject  of  foreign  interference  in  the  trade  on  this 
iron  tier,  I  here  addressed  a  number  of  queries  on  the 
subject  to  a  clerk*  engaged  in  the  American  trade,  who 
i:is  been  many  years  a  resident  of  Red  lake,  and  is  well 
Lcquainted  with  the  geography  and  resources  of  the  ad- 
Hcent  country.f  He  replied  that  the  inhabitants  of  Pem- 
ina  made  temporary  voyages  of  trade  to  Voleuse,  or 
rhief  river,  south  of  the  parallel  of  forty-nine  seconds, 
ut  that  they  had  not  built  or  made  a  permanent  stand 
lie  re.  He  said  that  the  open  nature  of  the  country  about 
le  Ked  river  settlements  gave  great  facilities  for  making 

•  £  inquired  of  him  whether  the  American  trBilen  on  that  border 
crt*  strenuously  opiiosed  in  Ihtrir  trade  by  ihe  iuhabiUnt*  of  the  Red 
▼er  colony,  or  by  the  partners  and  clerk*  of  the  Hadson*j  Bay 
onipaiiy. 

•f  Louia  Dolaalt. 
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^hort  excursions  into  the  Indian  countiyon  horseback  and 
in  carts;  but  he  did  not  know  any  place  where  perma^ 
nent  outfits  had  been  sent,  except  to  Riviere  Souris,  or 
Mouse  river,  west  of  Red  river.  He  believed  that  this 
traffic  was  carried  on  exclusively  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony,  and  not  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  I  asked 
him  whether  the  Indians  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  visited 
the  post  of  Red  lake,  and  whether  our  traders  were  an- 
noyed in  their  trade  from  that  quarter  by  the  servants  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  He  replied  that  the  Lac  du 
Bois  Indians  came  across  to  Red  lake  ordinarily;  that  it  is 
a  three  days'  journey<  but  that  no  annoyance  is  expe- 
rienced in  the  trade  of  that  post  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  factors.  He  is  of  opinion  that  they  do  not  send 
outfits  into  any  part  of  the  territory  south  of  the  national 
boundary,  beginning  at  Rat  portage,  on  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods. 

Every  assurance  being  given  by  the  Indians  that  the 
portages  of  the  overland  route  from  Cass  lake  to  Leech 
lake  were  not  only  practicable  for  my  canoes  and  bag- 
gage, but  that,  by  adopting  it,  a  considerable  saving^ 
would  be  made,  both  in  time  and  distance,  I  determined 
on  returning  by  it.     The  first  portag^e  was  found  to  be 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  yards.     It  lies  over  a  dry  sand 
plain.     A  small  lake,  without  outlet,  is  then  crossed,  and 
a  second  portage  of  four  thousand  one  hundred  yards 
terminates  at  the  banks  of  another  small  lake,  which  has 
a  navigable  outlet  (for  canoes)  into  an  arm  of  Leech  lake. 
We  accomplished  the  entire  route  from  the  island  in  Cass 
lake  to  the  Guelle  Plat's  village,  in  Leech  lake,  between 
ten  o'clock  A.  M.  and  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  the  16th  of 
July.     Although  the  night  was  dark,  and  the  Indians  had 
retired  to  their  lodges,  a  salute  was  fired  by  them,  and  an 
eligible  spot  for  an  encampment  pointed  out.     It  was  so 
dark  as  to  require  torches  to  find  it.     The  next  morning, 
I  found  myself  in  fVont  of  a  village  numbering  upwards 
of  seven  hundred  souls.     They  renewed  their  salute. 
Fresh  fish  and  berries  were  brought  in,  in  abundance. 
The  chief,  Guelle  Plat,  sent  his  oificiator*  to  invite  Mr. 
Johnston  and  myself  to  breakfast  with  him.     We  found 
him  occupying  a  comfortable  and  spacious  log  house  of 
two  rooms.     During  the  repast,  the  room  became  filled 
with  Indians,  apparently  the  relatives  and  intimate  friends 
of  the  chief,  who  seated  themselves  orderly  and  silently 
aroimd  the  room.     When  we  arose,  the  chief  assumed 
the  oratorical  attitude,  and  addressed  himself  to  me.     He 
expressed  his  regret  tliat  I  had  not  been  able  to  visit  them 
the  year  before,  when  I  was  expected.     He  hoped  I  had 
now  come,  as  I  had  come  by  surprise,  to  remain  some 
days  with  them.     He  said  the^  lived  remote,  and  were  in- 
volved in  wars  with  their  neighbors,  and  wished  my  ad- 
vice.    They  were  not  insensible  of  advice,  nor  incapable 
of  following  it.    They  were  anxious  for  counsel,  and  de- 
sirous of  living  at  peace,  and  of  keeping  the  advice  which 
had  heretofore  been  given  to  them.     They  had  been  told 
to  s'.t  still  on  their  lands.     But  their  enemies  would  not 
permit  them  to  sit  still.     They  were  compelled  to  get  up 
and  fight  in  defence.     The  Sioux  continued  to  kill  their 
hunters.    They  had  killed  hb  son  during  the  last  visit  he 
bad  made  to  my  office.     They  had  never  ceased  to  make 
inroads;  and  he  believed  there  were  white  men  among 
the  Sioux,  who  stirred  them  up  to  go  to  war  against  the 
Chippewas.     He  named  one  person  particularly.     It  was 
necessary,  he  continued,  to  take  some  decisive  steps  to 
put  a  stop  to  their  inroads.    This  was  the  reason  why  he 
had  let  out  the  war  party  which  had  recently  returned. 
This  was  the  reason  why  I  saw  the  stains  of  blood  before 
me.    (He  alluded,  in  this  expression,  to  the  flags,  wav 
clubs,  &c.,  which  decorated  one  end  of  the  room,  all  of 
which  had  vermillion  smeared  over  them  to  represent 
blood.)    I  replied  succinctly,  stating  the  reasons  whicl| 


*  The  lodian  trnui  misbinowa,  has  this  feaeral  meaninfj^. 
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would  prevent  my  making  a  long  yint,  and  notified  him 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  length  of  my  route  yet  to 
perform,  I  would  assemble  them  to-day,  (17(h,)  to  a 
general  council  at  my  camp,  as  soon  as  I  could  be  prepar- 
ed. That  notice  would  be  given  them  by  the  firing  of  the 
military;  and  that  I  should  then  lay  before  them  the  advice 
I  came  to  deliver  from  their  great  father,  the  President, 
and  offer  them,  at  the  same  time,  my  own  counsels  on 
the  subjects  he  had  spoken  of. 

During  the  day,  constant  accessions  were  made  to  the 
number  of  Indians  from  neighboring  places.  Among 
these  was  a  party  of  Ratiw  lake  Indians,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  a  man  named  Wiawish  the  Geezhig,  or  the  Open 
Sky.  He  represented  himself  and  party  as  residents  at 
Springtng-bow-6tring  lake;  sud  that  he  had  heard  of  my 
passing  Lake  Winnepec,  with  an  intention  to  return  by 
L,eech  lake,  and  came  to  express  his  good  will,  in  ttie 
hope  that  he  would  not  be  overlooked,  &c.  I  presented 
him,  publicly,  with  a  flag,  and  some  clothing  and  tobacco 
for  himself  and  party,  committing  to  him  a  short  address 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Bainy  lake  Indians. 

The  Ifukkundwar,  or  P'dlagers,  beine  present  with 
their  chiefs  and  warriors,  women,  and  children,  I  display- 
ed the  presents  intended  for  this  band  on  blankets  spread 
out  on  we  grass,  in  front  of  my  tent.  I  called  their  at- 
tention to  the  subjects  named  in  my  instructions;  to  the 
de«re  of  the  Government  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to 
the  frontiers,  and  its  parental  character  in  directing  the 
present  expedition  in  canjing  its  benevolent  objects  into 
effect;  reminded  them  of  their  solemn  treaty  of  peace 
and  limits  with  the  Sioux,  ngned  at  Tipisagi,*  in  1825; 
enforced  the  advantages  of  it  in  relation  to  their  hunting, 
their  trade,  &c.  &c.  I  presented  the  presents  in  bulk  to 
the  chiefs,  who  immediately  directed  tneir  distribution. 

Aishkebiggikozb,  or  the  Quelle  Flat,  was  their  speaker 
in  reply.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  warriors  to  his 
words.  He  thanked  me  for  the  presents, which  reminded 
him,  in  amount,  of  the  times  when  the  British  held  pos- 
sesnon  of  that  quarter.  He  pointed  across  an  arm  of  the 
lake,  in  front,  to  the  pomtion  occupied  bv  the  Northwest 
Company's  fort.  He  said  many  winters  had  now  passed 
since  the  Americans  first  sent  a  chief  to  that  post  to  visit 
them;  (alluding  to  Lieutenant  Pike's  visit  in  the  winter  of 
1806  and  T.)  He  remembered  that  visit.  I  had  come, 
he  said,  to  remind  them  again  that  the  American  flag  was 
flying  in  the  land,  and  to  offer  them  counsels  of  peace, 
for  which  they  were  thankful.  They  had  hoped  that  I 
was  to  spend  more  time  with  them,  to  enter  more  fully 
into  their  feelings;  but,  as  they  must  speak  on  the  instant, 
they  would  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  declaring  their 
thoughts. 

He  thought  that  the  advice  of  the  Americans  resembled 
a  rushing  wind;  it  was  strong,  and  went  soon;  it  did  not 
abide  long  enough  to  choke  up  the  road.  He  said  that 
at  the  treaty  of  Tipisagi,  it  had  been  promised  Uiat  the 
ag^essors  should  be  punished;  but  that  they  had  even 
that  very  year,  and  almost  yearly  since,  been  attacked  by 
the  Sioux,  and  some  of  their  nation  killed.  He  said  that 
they  had  even  been  fired  on  under  the  walls  of  the  fori  at 
Ishki  Buggi  Seepi^f  and  four  of  their  party  killed.  He 
had  himself  been  present  He  handed  to  me  a  small 
bundle  of  sticks,  which  he  said  exhibited  the  number  of 
Leech  lake  ehippewas,  who  had  been  killed  by  the  Sioux 
since  they  had  touched  the  quilU  At  Tipisagi.  The  num- 
ber was  forty«three. 

He  lifted  up  four  American  medals  attached  by  a  string 
of  wampum,  and  smeared  with  vermillion;  he  said  they 
were  bloody;  he  wished  me  to  wipe  off  the  blood;  he 
said  he  was  himself  unable  to  do  it;  he  found  himself 
irretrievably  involved  in  a  war  with  the  Sioux;  he  said  he 

•  Prairie  du  Chien. 

t  Si.  reter**. 

i  Signature  If  cxprntcd  by  tlM  eeremonyof  nskin|f  tjhelr  mark* 


believed  that  it  had  been  intended  by  the  Creator  that 
they  should  be  at  war  with  this  people;  he  waa  not  satisfi- 
ed with  the  result  of  the  late  war  party;  his  warriors  were 
not  satisfied;  he  complimented  their  bravery;  he  disclaim- 
ed any  merit  himself;  he  said  that  they  bad  looked  for 
help  where  they  did  not  find  it;  they  were  determined  to 
revenge  themselves.  If  the  United  States  did  not  aid 
them,  he  had  it  in  mind  to  apply  elsewhere  for  aid.  He 
clearly  referred  to,  but  did  not  name,  the  English  Gov- 
ernment in  Canada.  His  warriors  were  in  a  re&ss  state; 
he  had  sent  out  h'ls  pipe  and  invitations  to  the  neighV>oring 
bands  to  continue  the  war;-  circumstances  controued  Uim; 
he  could  not  avoid  it;  hia  own  feelings  were  enlisted 
deeply  in  the  contest  When  the  enemy  lulled  his  son, 
he  had  resolved  never  to  lay  down  the  war  club;  he  hsd 
sought  for  death  in  batUe,  but  had  not  met  it;  all  he  now 
coiud  say  was,  that,  perhaps,  be  should  not  lead  the  next 
war  party;  he  thought  some  other  person  would. 

He  accused  persons  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Misss- 
sippi  of  giving  advice  to  the  Sioux,  to  go  to  war  against 
the  ehippewas.  He  said  it  was  the  interest  of  persons  in 
the  trade  to  induce  the  Sioux  to  extend  the  territorial 
boundary  northwest;  he  evinced  a  familiarity  with  the 
names  of  persons  and  places;  be  did  not  exempt  some 
persons,  officially  connected  with  the  Goveronent  in  that 
quarter,  from  participating  in  this  course  of  malcouosel. 

He  complained  of  the  traders;  he  criticiied  tbeiir  con- 
duct with  severity;  he  thought  their  prices  exorbitant, 
and  that  they  were  so  intent  on  getting  furs  that  they  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  use  much  formality  in  their  deal- 
ings with  the  Indians;  he  complained  of  the  excluaon  o( 
aiSent  spirits,  but,  at  the  same  time,  admitted  that  former- 
ly it  was  brought  in  to  buy  up  their  wild  rice,  a  practice 
which  left  them,  at  the  beginning  of  cold  weather,  in  a 
destitute  situation. 

Much  of  the  sentiment  of  this  address  appeared  to  be 
uttered  for  popular  effect  on  the  voung  warriors,  who 
stood  an  eager,  gazing  group  around,  and  made  loud  re- 
sponses of  approbation  at  every  pause.     Such  parts  of  it 
as  were  not  given  as  a  reply  to  my  remarks,  or  contained 
allusions  entitled  to  notice,  I  replied  to,  aiming  to  keep 
their  attention  fixed  on  the  great  principles  of  the  padfic 
policy  which  dictated  the  letter  of  instructions  under 
which  I  visited  them,  and  which  I  had  dbtinctly  laid  be- 
fore them  on  opening  the  council;  and  not  meaning  that 
they  should  forget  them,  nor  mistake  them,  in  anj^  bursts 
of  feeling,  or  appeals  to  the  passions  or  prejudices  of  ar- 
dent young  men,  who  only  looked  to  the  war  patli  as  the 
avenue  to  personid  distinction,  and  who  generally  ap- 
plauded their  chiefs  with  a  warmth  proportioned  lo  the 
plausibility  of  the  pretexts  they  assigned  to  justify  their 
young  men's  going  to  war,  or  to  palliate  their  bad  con- 
duct towards  the  traders  or  the  Government. 

I  brought  these  principles  back  to  their  minds,  and  en- 
forced them  by  obvious  appeals  to  some  facts  which  it  «-as 
impossible,  equally,  to  deny  or  refute.  I  told  the  chJcf 
that  his  political  sentiments  should  be  favorably  reported 
to  the  Government,  whose  object  it  was,  in  the  empkr- 
ment  of  subordinate  officers,  to  accumulate  fiicts  whicb 
might  form  the  basis  of  future  action. 

So  far  as  related  to  the  traders  withdrawing  the  article 
of  whiskey  from  the  trade,  I  felt  it  due  to  say  that  no 
hard  feeline^s  should  be  entertained  towards  them;  that  it 
was  excluded  by  the  office;  that  the  Indians  should,  ia 
justice,  blame  roe  or  blame  the  Government,  and  not  the 
traders;  I  was  satisfied  that  the  use  of  wltii^ey  was  very 
hurtful  to  them  in  every  situation,  and  felt  determined  to 
employ  every  means,  which  the  control  of  the  agency  of 
the  northwest  gave  to  me,  to  exclude  the  article  whoUj 
and  rigidly  from  the  Chippewas,  and  to  set  the  mark  oi 
disapprobation  upon  every  trader  who  should  make  tbe 
attempt  to  introduce  it, 

Having  an  engagement  to  meet  the  Sandy  lake  Indiana 
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3n  the  2l8t^  (after  a  lapse  of  four  days,)  and  an  unknown 
route  to  explore,  I  terminated  the  councU,  b^  the  distri- 
jutton  of  proTuions  to  the  Bainy  lake  Indians,  guides, 
ind  chiefs;  requested  fresh  guides  for  the  route  into  the 
[)agagee  or  De  Corbeau  riyer,  and  immediately  embarked. 
We  encamped  on  the  southern  shore  of  Leech  lake. 
During  the  following  day,  (the  18tb,)  we  accomplished 
:he  whole  route  from  this  lake  to  the  head  waters  of  the 
De  Corbeau.  It  consists  of  five  portages  of  various  length, 
leparated  by  ten  small  lakes  and  ponds.  The  last  of  the 
portages  terminates  on  the  handsomely  elevated  banks  on 
\  lake  called  Kagi  No|pim  Au^.  This  lake  is  the  source 
}f  this  fork  of  the  Mississippi.  The  Quelle  Plat,  with 
Jie  secondary  chief  of  his  band,  llaginubowie,  rejoined 
ne  at  the  commencement  of  the  fourth  portage,  and  ac- 
companied me  to  my  encampment;  he  sud  that  he  had 
nany  things  which  he  still  wished  to  consult  roe  on,  and 
ipent  the  evening  until  twelve  o'clock  in  conversation.  I 
bund  him  to  possess  a  reflective  and  intelligent  nund.  He 
(tated  to  me  his  opinions  on  the  Sioux  war,  the  boundary 
ine,  the  trade,  location  of  trading  posts,  &c. ;  he  evinced 
he  gratified  feelings  created  by  the  circumstance  of  my 
risit  to  his  people,  and  sud  he  should  visit  me  at  the 
igency  next  year  if  his  life  and  health  were  spared. 

We  commenced  the  descent  of  the  De  Corbeau  on  the 
I9th.  The  channel  is,  at  first,  small  and  winding;  it  ex- 
lands  successively  into  eleven  lakes  of  various  dimensions, 
tnd  acquires  considerable  breadth  and  velocity  before  it 
brms  its  upper  forks  by  the  junction  with  the  Shell  river. 
^e  encountered,  in  this  distance,  no  Indians,  but  observ- 
^,  as  we  had  the  previous  day,  traces  of  the  recent  war 
>arty .  In  pasunff  out  of  the  tenth  of  the  series  of  lakes, 
he  men  observed  a  camp  fire  on  shore,  but  no  person  ap- 
>eared;  it  was  conjectured  to  indicate  tiiie  presence  of 
^loux,  who,  perceiving  the  character  of  the  party,  had 
led  and  concealed  themselves.  The  next  day  afforded 
10  certain  evidences  of  a  fixed  population.  We  observed 
continued  traces  of  the  recent  war  party,  and  other  signs 
>f  temporary  occupancy,  in  the  standing  camp  poles  and 
Deat  racks,  which  frequently  met  the  eye  in  our  descent. 
tVe  passed  the  entrance  of  Leaf  river,  a  large  tributary 
rom  the  right,  having  its  source  near  the  banks  of  Otter 
Tail  lake,  and  the  next  day  had  our  attention  directed  to 
he  entrance  of  Prairie  river,  on  the  same  shore.  The 
atter  is  also  a  tributary  of  the  first  class;  it  is  the  war 
oad,  so  to  say,  between  the  Chippewas  and  Sioux,  hav- 
n^  its  source  in  a  lake  which  is  desig^nated,  in  the  treaty 
>f  Prairie  du  Chien,  as  one  of  the  points  in  the  boundary 
ine  between  these  two  nations. 

The  day  following,  (2l8t,)  the  monotony  of  vej^table 
olitude  was  broken,  by  meeting  a  Chippewa  and  his  fami- 
^  in  a  canoe;  he  informed  me  that  we  were  within  a  few 
lours'  journey  of  the  mouth  of  the  river;  that  the  Sandy 
ike  and  Mille  Lac  Indians  were  assembled  there,  awaiting 
n^  arrival,  and  that  they  expected  me  this  day.  I  found 
bus  information  to  be  correct. 

We  entered  the  Mississippi  about  noon,  and  saw  the 
pposite  shore  lined  with  lodges,  with  the  American  flag 
onspicuously  displayed.  The  long  continued  firing  and 
bouts  of  the  Indians  left  me  no  reason  to  doubt  that  my 
rrival  was  both  anticipated  and  desired.  I  was  gratified 
>n  being  told,  within  three  hours  of  my  arrival,  that  the 
anoe  with  the  goods  and  supplies  from  Sandy  lake  was  in 
ight,  and,  in  a  few  moments,  found  the  event  verified  in 
iie  safe  arrival  of  the  men,  and  the  landing  of  the  pack- 
ges.  I  detemuned  to  lose  no  time  in  assembling  the  In- 
ians  in  council;  addressing  them  on  the  objects  of  the 
xpedition,  and  caunng  the  presents  to  be  prepared  and 
iistributed.  I  was  addressed  in  reply  by  the  elder  chief, 
irosse  Guelle,  and  also  by  the  brother  of  the  Strong 
>round,  by  Waub  Ojeeg,  and  by  a  young  man  called 
iitum  £'  Gabo  Wai.  Peculiarities  in  the  addresses  of 
(sch  only  require  to  be  adverted  to. 


The  Grosse  Guelle  deemed  it  important  that  the  line 
between  them  and  the  Sioux  should  be  surveyed  and 
marked;  be  sud  that  much  of  it  was  a  land  line,  and  it  > 
could  not  be  told  by  either  party  where  it  ran.  This  was 
true  of  it,  in  Uie  section  of  country  immediately  west  of 
them.  The  Sioux  were  in  the  habit  of  trespassing  on  it, 
and  when  their  own  hunters  went  out  in  the  pursuit  of 
nune,  they  did  not  like  to  stop  short  of  the  ^me,  and 
they  saw  no  marked  line  to  stop  them.  He  said  that  it 
had  been  promised  at  the  trea^  that  the  line  should  be 
run,  and  he  wished  me  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent. He  was  in  favor  of  peace  now,  as  he  had  been  at 
Tipisaei  and  at  Fond  du  Lac. 

Mushkowokuroigaw,  or  the  Strong  Ground,  expressed 
his  sentiments  through  the  medium  of  his  brother,  who 
was  the  more  ready  speaker.  He  said  he  had  taken  a 
part  in  defending  the  Imes,  and  he  hoped  that  they  mig^t 
be  made  plain,  so  that  each  party  could  see  them;  as  it  is^ 
a  perpetual  pretence  is  given  for  crossing  the  lines.  It 
must  be  enected  that  peace  would  otten  be  broken, 
when  it  could  be  so  easily  done. 

Waub  Ojeeg,  or  the  White  Fisher,  said  that  he  had 
given  his  influence  to  peace  counsels.  He  had  been  pre- 
sent at  the  treaty  of  Fond  du  Lac.  But  the  Sandy  lake 
Indians  had  been  lately  reproached,  as  it  were,  for  their 
pacific  character,  by  hearing  of  the  Leech  lake  war  par- 
ty's passing  so  near  to  them.  He  hoped  that  the  same 
advice  that  was  given  to  them,  would  be  given  to  the 
Sioux.  If  the  Sioux  would  not  come  north  or  east  of  the 
lines,  the  Chippewas  would  promise  not  to  (^  south  or 
west  of  them.  He  thought  the  lines  might  have  been 
differently  run,  but,  as  they  had  been  M^reed  to  by  their 
old  chiefs  who  were  now  gone,  it  would  be  best  to  let 
them  run  as  they  do.  Their  hunters,  however,  alwayi 
came  out  at  the  mouth  of  Sauce  river,  which  had  been 
given  up  to  the  Sioux.  The  young  man  said  that  he  was 
Uieson  of  Pugijaimjigun,  who  had  died  recently  at  Sand/ 
lake.  He  said  that  the  medal  wluch  he  wore  had  been 
given  to  hb  father  by  me  at  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien 
m  1825,  in  exchange  for  a  British  medal  surrendered  by 
him.  He  did  not  profess  to  have  any  experience  in  poli- 
ticij  affairs.  He  had  inherited  his  medal,  and  hoped  to  be 
considered  bv  me  worthy  of  it.    He  expectea  the  re« 

gpect  due  to  it.  He  expressed  his  friendship,  and  con- 
rmed  his  speech  with  a  peace  pipe  and  stem. 

Ascertuning  the  trading  house  to  be  near  my  encamp- 
ment, after  closing  the  council,  I  descended  the  Missis- 
sippi in  the  evening  about  eighteen  miles,  and  encamped 
at  Prairie  Piercee. 

Intelligence  had  reached  this  place,  a  few  days  before, 
of  some  dcirmishes  between  the  hostile  Sacs  and  Foxes 
and  the  militia  on  Rock  river,  the  murder  of  St.  Vrain, 
their  agent,  and  the  general  alarm  consequent  in  that 
portion  of  tlie  frontier. 

The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  De  Corbeau  to  St. 
Anthony's  falls  may  be  computed  to  exceed  two  hun- 
dred miles,  llie  line  between  the  Chippewas  and  Sioux 
crosses  from  the  east  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  so  as 
to  strike  and  follow  up  little  Sauc  or  Watap  river,  which 
is  the  first  river  on  the  west  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
« above  the  mouth  of  Soc  river."  We  passed  seve- 
ral Chippewa  hunters,  with  their  families^  along  this  part 
of  the  Misasnppi,  but  encountered  no  Sioux,  even  on 
that  portion  of^it  lying  south  of  their  line^  I  was  inform- 
ed that  they  IumI,  in  a  measure,  abandoned  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  I  observed  no  standini^  Sioux  camp  poles, 
which  are,  with  this  people,  a  conspicuous  ngn  of  occu- 
pancy, and  which  were  in  1830  noticed  to  extend  as  high 
up  the  river  as  litUe  Rock,  (Les  Petites  Roches.) 

I  passed  the  portage  of  the  fidls  of  St.  Anthon^r,  and 
reached  Fort  Snelting  on  the  24th  July.  There  bemg  no 
agent  or  subagent  present.  Captain  Jouett,  the  command- 
ing officer,  on  whom  the  charge  of  the  agency  had  tem- 
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ExpediHon  among  the  Nortkwedem  Indiana, 


porarily  devolved,  afforded  me  every  facility  for  commu- 
nicating to  the  Sioux  the  object  of  my  visit  to  the  Chip- 
pewas,  and  requestinjp  their  concurrence  in  its  accom- 
plishment. For  this  purpose  the  Wappeton  Sioux  were 
collected  together  at  the  agency  house,  on  the  25th.  I 
stated  to  them  the  object  of  the  visit,  and  the  means 
which  had  been  used  to  persuade  the  Cbippewas  to  give 
up  war,  and  to  confine  themselves  within  their  lines. 

I  reminded  them  of  the  anxiety  of  their  great  father, 
the  President,  to  bring  about  a  firm  peace  between  them 
and  the  Chippewas,  and  the  numerous  proofs  given  them 
of  this  anxiety,  by  calling  them  together  at  several  coun- 
cils, which  had  this  object  particularly  in  view.  They 
had  men  of  wisdom  amon^  them,  and  they  would  quickly 
see  how  utterly  useless  it  would,  however,  be  for  the 
Chippewas  to  remain  quiet  during  any  single  season  if 
the  Sioux  did  not  also  at  the  same  time  sit  still. 

I  appealed  to  them  to  resolve  on  peace;  to  take  the  re- 
solution now,  to  take  it  sincerely,  and  to  adhere  to  it 
firmly  and  forever.  I  stated  to  them  the  request  made 
by  the  Grosse  Guelle,  and  other  Chippewa  chiefs,  re- 
specting the  marking  out  of  their  lines,  and  invited  them 
to  express  their  opinions  on  this  subject. 

I  announced  to  them  the  exclusion  of  whiskey.  The 
aged  chief  Petit  Corbeau  uttered  their  reply. 

I  recognised  in  this  chief  one  of  the  signers  of  tlie 
grant  of  land  made  at  this  place  twenty-six  years  ago, 
when  Uie  site  of  the  fort  was  first  visited  and  selected  by 
the  late  General  Pike.  He  adverted  to  the  agency  which 
he  had  exercised  for  many  years  in  manae;ing  the  afiairs 
of  his  people.  They  lived  upon  the  river;  they  were 
constantly  m  sight;  they  were  m  the  habit  of  being  con- 
sulted; his  ears  had  always  been  open  to  the  Americans; 
he  had  listened  to  their  counsels;  he  would  still  listen  to 
them,  iJthough  they  were  at  present  in  a  depressed  situ- 
ation. He  adverted  particularly  to  the  existing  war  with 
the  Saucs,  and  the  accusations  which  had  been  thrown  out 
against  the  Sioux  party  which  had  gone  down  to  join  the 
American  standaiti,  but  had  returned.  He  denied  that 
they  felt  any  friendship  for  the  Saucs  and  Foxes.  He  said 
tiiey  were  willing  to  ffo  against  them  again  if  requested 
by  the  commanding  officer. 

He  spoke  on  the  subject  of  the  Chippewa  war  at  some 
length,  adverting  to  a  time  when  this  people  did  not 
approach  so  near  to  the  river,  when  they  dared  not 
approach  so  near  to  it.  He  thought  the  lines  were 
drawn  too  close  upon  them  on  the  St.  Croix;  that  the 
young  men  could  not  go  out  huntang,but  quickly  they  found 
tliemselves  beyond  the  lines.  He  thought  they  might 
even  now  be  driven  back  were  it  undertaken  in  earnest. 

He  said  the  chief  of  Leech  lake  was  wrong  to  appeal 
to  me  to  wipe  the  blood  off  his  medals)  he  ought  to  be 
able  to  wipe  it  off  himself.  It  was  pitiful  to  make  this 
appeal  for  men  who  were  able  to  do  a  thing  themselves. 
He  referred  to  the  late  Chippewa  war  party.  He  said 
that  a  relative  of  bis  had  been  killed — blood  would  call 
for  blood.  He  did  not  rule  the  Sessitons;  he  thought  tliey 
would  repay  the  blow.  His  own  advice  had  been  pacific. 
He  had  received  my  wampum  last  year,  and  smoked  the 
pipe  with  the  St.  Croix  Chippewas.  They  were  their 
neighbors;  tliey  were  now  at  peace;  they  wished  to  re- 
main SO;  they  would  act  by  my  advice.  He  thanked  me 
for  the  advice.  He  warmly  approbated  the  proposition 
to  run  out  the  lines;  he  said  it  had  been  mentioned  at  the 
treaty;  and  although  the  lines  had  not  been  adjusted  to 
the  full  satisfaction  of  all,  perhaps  they  could  never  be 
settled  better.  He,  therefore,  united  in  requesting  tliat 
the  President  might  be  asked  to  direct  white  men  to  esta- 
blish them.  It  would  be  necessary,  however,  to  have 
both  parties  by. 

He  again  adverted  to  the  difliculties  between  them  and 
the  Chippewas;  he  thought  that  these  difficulties  were 
kept  alive  by  the  visits  of  the  Chippewas  to  this  post;  he 


said  it  put  bad  feelings  into  the  hearts  of  the  Sioux  to  see 
the  Cbippewas  share  the  bounties  of  the  GoTemment, 
which  the  Sioux  believed  the  Government  intended  ei- 
clusively  for  them.  Besides,  it  was  difficult  to  restnb 
their  feelings  of  hostili^  when  they  came  together.  Both 
parties  were  mistrustful.  It  was  only  necessary  to  look 
back  a  few  years  to  perceive  what  the  consequences  hsd 
been.  He  believed  that  these  tribes  ought  to  be  kept  apart{ 
and  one  of  the  best  means  of  keeping  them  apart  was  to 
draw  their  lines  plain,  and  to  order  presents  to  be  given 
out  on  their  own  lands,  and  not  on  each  other's  lands. 

He  spoke  against  the  location  of  any  trading  post  od 
the  St.  Croix,  which  should  be  fixed  so  near  to  the  Cnei 
as  to  bring  the  Sioux  and  Chippewas  into  contact.  He 
also  stated  reasons  why  a  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  St 
Croix,  which  is  exclusively  in  the  Sioux  country,  was  not 
necessary.*  He  wished  to  keep  his  band  together,  sad 
not  to  give  them  excuses  for  going  hither  and  yon.  He 
requested  me  to  stop  at  his  village,  and  to  use  my  infls* 
ence  in  persuading  his  people  to  live  in  one  villsige,  and 
not  to  continue,  as  they  now  were,  in  two  distinct  vil- 
Isges,  which  were  not,  m  consequence,  so  fully  under  iiis 
control,  f 

Wamidetunka,  or  the  Black  Dog,  followed  bim  in  a 
speech  containing  sentiments  not  at  variance  with  those 
expressed  by  the  Little  Crow.  Its  distinguishing  feature 
was,  however,  its  reference  to  the  indulgences  formerir 
granted  to  the  Sioux  at  this  post  He  thought  it  hard  that 
these  indulgences  should  be  withdrawn  or  curtailed;  and 
he  could  not  comprehend  how  such  a  course  could  be 
consistent  witli  professions  of  friendship  on  the  part  of 
officers  of  the  United  States.  He  referred  particularly 
to  the  indiscriminate  visiting  at  the  fort,  and  the  purchase 
of  ardent  spirits  from  the  sutler. 

\  Cahrahcah  said  that  he  had  been  present  with  the 
Petit  Corbeau  at  the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  cession  at 
St.  Peter's,  and  it  was  owing  to  this  act  that  the  American 
flag  was  now  displayed  there.     He  had  sustained  this 
chief  in  his  public  acts,  and  he  concurred  with  him  ia 
what  he  had  uttered  about  the  Chippewa  war^  and  also 
the  existing  troubles  with  the  Black  Hawk.     He  repel- 
led the  idea  that  the  Sioux  were  friendly  to  the  Saucs  and 
Foxes  in  the  present  controversy.   They  had  oAen  struck 
the  Sioux.    They  were  a  people  who  were  never  at  ease. 
The  Sioux  war  club  bad  also  been  ofien  Wh^d  against 
them,  and  it  was  ready  to  be  lifted  again.  Tbey  were  rea- 
dy to  hear  the  commanding  officer,  who  was  niting  pre- 
sent, say  "strike." 

The  details  of  my  route  through  the  St.  Croix  nnd 
Burnt  wood  rivers  do  not  essentially  vary  the  aspect  of 
northwestern  Indian  affiiirs  given  above.  Facts  eommO' 
nicatcd,  expressive  of  the  then  existing  state  of  feeling 
respecting  the  Sauc  disturbances,  were  promptly  repori- 
ed  to  his  excellency  George  B.  Porter,  Governor  of  Mi- 
chigan, in  a  letter,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  ta 
furnish  a  copy.  The  propontion  of  running  out  aai 
marking  their  territorial  lines,  as  a  means  of  presenrinf 
peace,  was  approved;  the  recent  meeting  on  the  St.  Crnx. 
for  the  purpose  of  renewing  pledges  of  peace,  declartd 
to  be  sincere  on  the  part  of  the  Chippewas;  and  senti- 
ments of  friendship  to  the  Government,  and  welcome  to 
myself,  expres&ed  at  each  of  the  councils  which  I  heki 
with  them. 

In  submitting  to  the  department  this  summary  of  Us^ 
resulting  from  my  visit  to  the  source  of  the  Misaissippi*  I 
take  the  occasion  to  remark,  that,  whatever  nay  be  the 


*  I  cnclcwe  the  eopy  of  a  letter  on  the  ral^eet  of  potts,  &c 
by  me  to  General  J.  H.  Street,  agent  at  Prairie  du  Cbica. 

t  On  mj  arriral  at  the  Petit  Corbeau*s  Tillage,  hit  people  firvd  a  «a- 
lute  wiihliall,  and,  after  makini^  ftirther  mnarka  on  the  laie  of  tbeir 
affairs,  be  preieniedme  a  peace  pi|ieaud  atem. 

t  1  his,  with  the  othtr  Sioux  luiincs,  was  written  with  -pere'tl  ob 
raf  walU'tnotes,  and  being  parttally  obtitemtc^,  it  may  oca  be  ccr. 
rtetty  traascnbed. 
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Report  an  theaubjed  of  Live  Oak, 
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present  ftate  of  feeling  of  the  tribes  on  that  itream  above 
Prairie  du  Chien,  respecting  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  causes  are  in  silent,  but  active  operation,  which 
will  hereafter  bring  them  into  contact  with  our  frontier 
settlements,  and  renew,  at  two  or  three  separate  periods, 
in  their  hostility,  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  arms  to 
quell  or  pacify  them.  The  grounds  of  this  opinion  I  need 
not  now  specify,  further  than  to  indicate  that  they  exist 
in  the  condition  and  character  of  opposite  lines  of  an 
extensive  frontier  population,  which  will  inevitably  com- 
pel the  one  to  press,  and  the  other  to  recede  or  renst. 
This  process  of  repulaon  and  resistance  will  continue,  if 
I  have  not  much  mistaken  the  character  of  that  stream, 
until  the  frontier  shall  have  become  stationary  about  500 
miles  above  the  point  1  have  indicated.  I  advert  to  this 
topic  not  in  the  spirit  of  exciting  immediate  alarm,  for 
there  are  no  reasons  for  it,  but  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  through  you,  sir, 
to  the  importance  of  keeping  up,  and  not  withdrawing  or 
reducing,  the  Northwestern  posts  and  agencies;  and  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  the  advice  and  influence  of  the 
Government  upon  these  tribes  would  fall  nearly  pow- 
erless, without  ready  and  visible  means,  upon  the  fron- 
tiers, of  causing  its  counsels  to  be  respected.  Christian- 
ity, schools,  and  agriculture,  will  do  much  to  meliorate 
their  condition  and  subdue  their  animosities,  but  it  is  a 
species  of  influence  which  has  not  yet  been  felt,  in  any 
general  effects,  in  this  quarter.  Among  the  means  of  se 
curing  their  friendship  and  preserving  peace,  I  have  the 
honor  to  suggest  that  beneficial  effects  would  result  from 
following  out  the  system  of  exploratory  visits,  by  extend- 
ing them  to  the  region  of  Lac  du  Flambeau,  and  to  that 
portion  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  lying  north  of  Grand 
river.  A  deputation  of  the  Chippewas  from  the  sources 
of  the  Mississippi  and  I^ake  Superior  to  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment, would  also  prove  advantageous. 

So  far  as  respects  the  state  of  hostilities  among  the 
Sioux  and  Chippewas,  it  must  be  expected  that  continu- 
ed efforts  will  be  necessary  effectually  to  check  it.  No- 
thing could  perhaps  now  be  done,  which  would  tend  so 
directly  to  promote  Uiis  end,  as  the  surveying  of  tiie  lines 
agreed  on  between  themselves  at  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du 
Chien,  of  1835. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servsnt, 

HENRY  R.  SCHOOLCRAFT,  /.  J. 

LIVE  OAK. 

Housx  OP  Repbksxstativss,  Jkeembtr  15,  1832. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Naxy  on  the  subject  of 

Jjive  Oak. 

Njlvt  Dxpabtxkkt,  December  14,  18o2. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  communication,  in 
compliance  with  the  last  clause  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  February  25th,  1832, 
on  the  subject  of  live  oak. 

That  clause  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  re- 
port to  the  House,  «  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  session 
of  Cong^ss,  such  further  information  on  this  subject  as 
he  may  be  fumibhed  with  by  the  agents,  or  others  w  ho 
may  be  employed  in  the  service,  with  his  views  of  the 
best  means  of  preserving  the  iiaval  timber  growing  on  tiie 
public  lands;  or,  if  he  deem  it  necessary,  that  he  lay  be- 
fore the  House  a  plan  or  system  which  he  may  think  best 
calculated  to  secure  to  the  nation  an  adequate  supply  of 
this  nnaterial,  either  by  cultivation  or  the  purchase  otlands 
now  containing  such  supply." 

As  the  preceding  clauses  in  this  resolution  related  to  no 
other  timber  than  live  oak,  and  as  the  examinations  of  the 
agents  have  been  directed  chiefly  to  tlwt  material,  I  pre- 
sumed that  such  timber  only  was  in  this  case  intended  to 
be  embraced  under  the  expression  of  <*navy  timber,'* 


and  have  accordingly  confined  my  remarks  to  the  subject 
of  live  oak . 

In  respect  to  the  *'  further  information,"  which  has 
been  furnished  by  the  agents,  concerning  that  kind  of 
timber,  since  the  passnge  of  the  resolution,  and  which  in- 
formation is  first  called  for,  I  would  observe,  that  fre- 
quent and  extensive  additions  have  been  made  to  what 
was  before  procured;  but,  from  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  agents  necessarily  obtain  new  information,  it 
has  been  forwarded  in  very  detached  portions.  Merely 
laying  copies  of  their  several  communications  before  Con- 
gress, would  exhibit  a  mass  of  undigested  matter,  which 
would  not  readily  afford  any  definite  conclusions. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  deemed  proper  to  extract  the 
material  facts  contained  in  all  the  correspondence  of  the 
agents  under  the  present  system,  and  to  arrange  them  in 
as  clear  a  manner  as  the  general,  and,  in  some  degree, 
uncertain  nature  of  the  examinations  and  estimates  would 
permit.  The  result  of  the  whole  is  submitted  in  a  ta- 
bular statement. 

This  statement  shows,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  pre- 
sent number  of  trees  growing  on  what  are  supposed  to  be 
public  lands  in  each  of  the  seven  districts  between  tiie 
St.  Mary's  and  the  Sabine  rivers,  so  far  as  each  has  been 
explored  by  these  agents. 

It  also  gives  the  estimated  number  of  cubic  feet  in  those 
trees  suitable  for  the  frames  of  ships  of  the  line,  frigates, 
sloops,  and  schooners.  It  indicates  the  parts  of  eacli  dis- 
trict in  which  the  trees  grow,  their  distance  from  naviga- 
ble water,  and  whether  tiie  lands  on  which  they  grow 
have  yet  been  surveyed,  or  reserved,  or  recommended  to 
be  reserved,  when  hereafter  surveyed. 

Another  statement  has  been  prepared,  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, relative  to  the  live  oiJl  trees  incidentally  noticed  and 
reported  by  these  agents,  as  growing  witliin  their  dis- 
tricts on  private  lands.  But  as  the  examinations  of  such 
trees  were  not  officially  required  of  them,  except  where 
very  numerous  and  valuable,  this  statement  is  doubtless 
more  imperfect,  and  more  below  the  whole  quantity  of 
trees  growing  on  private  lands  within  their  districts,  than 
is  the  first  mentioned  statement  of  trees  growing  on  the 
public  lands. 

To  meet  tiie  views  of  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  live  oak,  appointed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
the  localities  of  most  of  the  trees  described  in  botii  these 
statements  have  been  marked  by  the  draughtsman  of  the 
department,  upon  the  map.  On  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  what  must  be 
fully  apparent  to  all  acquainted  with  the  difEculties  of  this 
subject,  that  the  department  can  only  vouch  for  their 
correctness  as  careful  compilations  from  tiie  reports  of 
the  agents. 

These  agents,  however  intelligent  and  faiihful,  could 
not  attain  perfect  certainty  in  their  examinations,  but  are 
believed  to  have  generally  evinced  capacity  and  accuracy 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  confided  to  them. 

A  few  circumstances,  which  have  occurred  to  me  as 
likely  to  possess  some  bearing  on  the  whole  result  of  their 
proceedings,  and  therefore  entitled  to  consideration  in 
forming  an  opinion  on  them,  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  sug- 
gest for  the  attention  of  Congress. 

A  portion  of  these  trees,  when  cut,  may  be  found  de- 
cayed by  age,  or  injured  by  wind-shakes,  beyond  the  al- 
lowance made  on  these  accounts  in  the  reports  of  some 
of  the  agents.  In  tiiis  kind  of  timber,  as  decay  generally 
commences  at  the  heart,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  decide 
with  correctness  on  the  extent  of  such  defects  until  the 
tree  is  felled.  Another  portion  of  these  trees  in  the  fu- 
ture settlement  of  tiUes  to  the  lands  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts, may  be  fbund  to  grow  on  soil  not  owned  by  the 
public,  though  the  trees  are  reported,  in  the  first  tabular 
statement,  as  being  on  public  lands.  Those  title?,  espe- 
cially in  some  parts  of  Florida^  continue  in  much  doubt. 
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bat  lew  80,  it  18  beliered,  on  the  8eac0Mt,  where  the  Ure 
OAk  is  more  abundant  and  valuable  than  in  the  interior. 
Only  dbout  one-seventeenth  of  the  land  Included  in  the 
•even  dbtrictSi  is  computed  to  belongt  at  this  time,  to 
pxiTate  persons. 

Some  of  these  trees  mav  be  found  so  situated  as  to  na- 
Tiffable  water,  that  the  traiue  of  theb  timber  wfll  not  be 
sufficient  to  pay  for  its  transportation.  The  specific  m^ 
Tity  of  liTe  oak  is  from  one-fifth  to  one-sixth  greater  than 
that  of  water,  and  the  trees  generally  grow  where  the 
roads  are  so  bad,  and  the  soil  so  moist,  that  the  transpor- 
tation by  land,  for  any  considerable  distance,  of  so  heavy 
an  article,  and  in  such  hufpe  pieces  as  are  required  for 
naval  purposes,  would  be  either  impracticable  orexceed- 
bgly  expensiye. 

Part  of  these  trees  are  so  sparsely  scattered,  and  in 
such  detached  ntuations,  that  the  agents  have  not  consi- 
dered their  worth  sufficient  to  justify  recommendations  to 
reserve  the  lands  on  which  they  grow:  others  are  on 
lands  which  have  not  yet  been  reserved,  because  not  sur- 
veyed. 

In  fine,  a  portion  of  these  trees,  while  standing,  and 
before  wanted  for  immediate  use  or  deposite,  must  be 
conridered  as  exposed  to  certain  loss  by  depredations, 
gales,  fires,  and  natural  decay. 

On  the  other  hand,  before  wanted,  much  young  growth, 
not  now  included  in  the  reports  of  the  agents,  w^ill  have 
increased  in  size  so  as  to  become  valuable;  and,  without 
doubt,  some  other  trees  will  be  discovered  in  the  explor- 
ed districts,  which  have  now  escaped  research;  and  many 
more  trees  will  be  found  in  those  portions  of  two  of  the 
districts  which  have  not  yet  been  even  partially  explored. 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  also,  that  Uie  scattered  trees^  not 
in  sufficient  quantities  on  the  public  lands  to  justify  their 
reservation,  and  those  trees  on  lands  now  supposed  to  be 
public,  but  which  may  hereafter  prove  to  belong  to  indi- 
viduals, although  they  must  all  hereafter  be  deducted 
from  the  first  tabular  statement,  will  still  constitute  addi- 
tions to  the  second  statement;  and,  with  most  of  tJie  trees 
in  it,  will  probably  contribute  as  useful  resources,  either 
in  private  hands,  to  supply,  by  contract,  the  more  early 
wants  of  the  navy,  or,  in  a  few  instances,  to  be  purchased 
and  reserved  by  the  Government,  with  the  soil  on  which 
they  grow,  wherever  and  whenever  their  great  number 
to  the  acre,  and  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  public  ser- 
vice,  may  be  thought  to  render  such  a  course  judicious. 

Without  any  additions  or  deductions  on  account  of  these 
circumstances,  the  amount  of  which  additions  and  de- 
ductions it  would  not  be  possible  to  fix  with  great  cer^ 
tainty,  but  which  every  person  can  estimate  for  himself, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  number  of  live  oak  trees 
suitable  for  shipbuilding,  which  the  agents  under  tiie 
present  system  have  yet  examined  and  reported  as  now 
growing  on  the  public  lands,  is  about  144,655. 

These,  at  twen^  cubic  feet  per  tree  on  an  average, 
which  is  the  estimate  adopted  by  some  persons,  would 
furnish  3,893,100  cubic  feet  of  timber.  Others,  of  much 
experience,  calculate  that  such  trees  '*of  the  ordinary 
size,'*  would  each,  on  an  average,  yield  at  least  eighty 
cubic  feet.     [Rep.  103,  Ho.  Reps.  3l8t  Cong.  3d  sess.  78 

This  would  increase  the  whole  quantity  to  11,573,400 
cubic  feet.  About  fifty  feet,  the  mean  between  the  two 
estimates  above  mentioned,  will  probably  be  found  the 
most  accurate;  as  the  quantity  to  each  oak  timber  tree, 
on  an  average,  in  England,  u  computed  at  forty.five  feet, 
and  the  live  oak,  thouj^h  it  may  not  be  generally  of  so 
great  hdght  as  the  British  oak,  yet,  from  its  longer  hori- 
zontal limbs,  it  often  yields  more  ship  timber.  At  this 
rate  of  computation,  there  would  be  7,333,750  cubic 
feet. 

The  proportion  of  this  timber,  as  found  growing  and 
suitable  for  shipbuilding,  which  is  large  enough  to  con- 


struct ships  of  the  line,  is  sometimes  considered  about 
one-half;  and  to  construct  frigates,  about  one4hird;  and 
to  construct  sloops  and  schooners,  one-sixth. 

But,  reducing  this  proportion  to  one-fourth  for  shna 
of  the  line,  one-fourtn  for  frigates,  and  one-half  for 
sloops  and  schooners,  which  must  be  within  the  tmtii, 
[Doc  178,  Ho.  of  Reps,  page  36^  March,  1833;]  andcon- 
puting  thir^-four  thousand  cubic  feet  as  sufficient  for  the 
frame  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  twenty-three  thousand  lor  thai 
of  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  eighteen  thousand  fbr  one 
of  the  second  classy  dght  thousand  for  that  of  a  sbop,  and 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  for  that  of  a  schooner,  wiueh 
are  near  the  average  quantities;  and  the  whole  first  named 
number  of  feet  on  public  lands  would  suffice  lor  the 
fnmes  of  173  vessels:  one-fourth  of  these  would  be  ehips 
of  the  line,  one>fourth  frigates,  and  one-half  akwps  snd 
schooners,  the  two  last  in  equal  proportions. 

The  whole  second  named  number  of  feet  on  public 
lands  woidd  suffice  for  693,  and  the  medium  number  of 
feet  for  433  similar  vessels. 

It  will  further  be  seen  by  the  second  tabular  atatemeot^ 
that,  pursuing  the  same  course  of  calculation,  the  number 
of  trees  as  yet  reported  by  these  agents  as  now  ynnriqg  on 
private  lands,  bemg  in  all  8,975,  their  contentsm  ship  tim- 
ber would  be,  on  the  three  different  estimates  before  men- 
tioned, 179,500,  or  718,000,  or  448,750  cnhic  fieeL   This, 
if  all  of  itshouldhereaflber  beobtuned  for  the  navy,  would 
prove  sufficient  for  10,  or  43,  or  37  vettcls,  as  one  or  the 
other  of  the  above  estimates  should  be  adopted.    With- 
out any  increase  for  other  trees  known  to  exist  in  Geor^ 
and  South  Carolina  on  private  lands,  and,  in  nortioni 
of  some  of  these  districts^  on  both  private  and  puhfie 
lands  not  yet  fully  examined  by  these  agents,  the  above 
results,  I  am  aware,  are  much  larger  than  what  have  beea 
published  as  the  opinions  of  some  intelligent  peraoos  oo 
the  whole  supposed  quantities  of  live  oak  timber  grow- 
ing in  this  country.   But  it  u  to  be  recoUeeted  that  those 
opmions  were  founded  on  observations  and  explorations 
much  more  limited  and  imperfect,  and  made  in  part  st 
such  remote  periods,  as  to  leave  it  ^^reatly  conjectural 
how  little  of  the  timber,  once  seen,  still  remained  uncut 
and  undestroved.    The  present  results,  also^  lai^  as 
they  are,  mi^t  be  expected  to  exceed  the  oomputatioas 
of  any  individual  heretofore,  as  they  tmbodj  all  the  de- 
tached and  more  careful  examinations  of  many  individuals. 
Giving  the  quantity  now  remaining*  frixn  actual  inspec- 
tion, and  on  the  public  lands,  not  wm  rumor  or  eacunatea 
made  at  a  distance,  except  in  a  single  case,  which  is  par- 
ticularized, they  likewise  have  some  superior  dauns  to 
correctness. 

2d.  The  second  point  embraced  in  the  resolution  is  a 
statement  of  my  **  views  of  the  best  means  of  preserving 
the  navy  timber  growing  on  the  public  lands." 

On  this  subject  the  legal  remedies  which  now  exist  for 
depredations  committed  are  deemed  auffident  ao  fiffsi 
respects  punishment.  But,  for  the  detection  and  pre- 
vention of  trespasses,  I  think  it  should  be  further 
ed  by  law  that  the  masters  of  vessels  which 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  or  Looiaana,  laden 
live  oak,  should  furnish  to  the  collector,  before  aUoveda 
clearance,  sati^ctor^  evidence  that  the  timber  was  cat 
on  private  landsi  or,  if  on  public  lands,  was  cut  with  the 
permisnon  of  the  proper  officers.  As  an  additioaial  se> 
curity  aoainst  depredations,  and  particularly  againat  inju- 
ries by  fires,  I  would  recommena  that  it  be  nubde  the  do- 
ty of  all  piiblic  officers  in  the  above  named  Stales  and 
Territory  connected  with  the  customs  and  the  land  cxffioes 
to  keep  a  viplant  eye  on  the  security  of  our  live  mk,  mad 
to  prosecute  persons  known  to  be  guilty  of  gross  aegiect 
or  wanton  wrong,  to  the  damage  of  this  species  of  pub- 
lic property. '  'Aese  provinons,  added  to  the  present 
laws,  and  coupled  with  the  prompt  reservation  of  the 
Unds  on  which  valuable  growths  of  timber  exia^  na  &sA. 
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IS  the  country  is  surveyed  where  they  exist,  wiU  consti- 
:ute,  in  my  opinion,  **  the  best  means  of  preserving  the 
lavy  timber  g^winp;'  on  the  public  lands/' 

3d.  The  last  section  of  the  resolution  requests  the  Se- 
sretary  of  the  Navy,  «•  if  he  deem  it  necessary,  that  he 
ay  before  the  House  a  plan  or  system  which  he  may  think 
>est  calculated  to  secure  to  the  nation  ah  adequate  sup- 
)ly  of  this  material,  either  by  cultivation  or  purchase  of 
ands  now  containing  such  supply.*' 

The  Select  Committee  on  Live  Oak,  appointed  the  last 
lesflion,  made  a  similar  request,  and  extended  it  to  some 
)ther  particulars  bearing  on  this  subject,  and  which  re- 
quest, so  far  as  not  then  answered,  I  will  endeavor  to  com- 
3ly  with  in  the  course  of  my  remarks  under  this  branch 
)f  the  present  inquiry. 

The  divernty  of  views,  and  the  conflicting  interests, 
cnown  to  be  connected  with  any  course  which  the  Go- 
rernment  might  be  advised  to  pursue  hereafter  on  this 
portion  of  the  resolution,  will  undoubtedly  expose  all  opi- 
lions,  recommending  any  particular  course,  to  some  se- 
verity of  criticism,  and  might,  in  the  present  unfinished 
tate  of  the  examinations  by  our  agfents,  have  furnished 
ne  with  a  sufficient  apology  for  not  expressing,  at  this 
I  me,  an^  decided  sentiments  on  so  controverted  a  topic. 
Jut,  behevinr  that  some  of  the  difficulties  hitherto  existing 
rose  from  defective  information,  which  the  recent  exa- 
ninations  by  the  agents,  as  far  as  completed,  and  the  col- 
ectlon  of  certun  material  facts  accessible  to  the  depart- 
nent,  would  tend  to  remove,  and  that  it  might  be  consi- 
lered  as  avoiding  responsibility  and  labor  not  to  comply 
irith  theapparent  wishes  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
is  fully  as  practicable,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  present,  un- 
ler  this  head,  so  far  as  my  exeKions  could  extend,  every 
act  and  estimate  that  appeared  pertinent  to  the  inquiry, 
md  likely  to  be  useful  in  the  future  deliberations  and 
egislation  of  Congress  on  this  important  portion  of  the 
'esolution. 

In  only  a  few  of  the  computations  which  may  be  offer- 
;d,  do  I  profess  to  have  attained  perfect  accuracy;  but, 
n  all  of  them,  there  has  been  attempted  the  nearest  ap- 
>roximation  to  it  which  the  defective  materials  before  me, 
ind  the  uncertain  nature  of  the  subject,  permitted.  I  en- 
ertain  no  doubt  that  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
nherent  difficulties  attending  this  inquiry,  and  the  con- 
radictory  opinions  generally  prevalent  on  this  part  of  the 
lubject,  wilt  exercise  the  liberality  duly  to  appreciate  my 
notives,  and  to  make  suitable  allowances  for  any  uninten- 
ional  errors. 

In  order  to  decide,  judiciously,  on  a  proper  **  plan  or 
lystem"  in  future,  either  for  purchasing  more  lands,  now 
iovered  with  a  vs^uable  ^owth  of  live  oak,  or  for  culti- 
rating,  artificially,  this  kind  of  tree  on  any  lands,  and  in 
iny  particular  method,  it  will  be  necessary,  first,  to  as- 
^rtain  our  probable  demands,  in  future,  for  that  species 
>f  timber,  and,  afterwards,  our  means  of  obtaining  a  suf- 
icient  supply  of  it  to  meet  those  demands,  either  from 
naterials  now  on  hand,  or  by  contracts  from  private  lands, 
IT  from  the  public  domain,  in  its  present  condition. 

The  frames  of  our  public  vessels  are  the  only  parts  of 
hem  usually  constructed  of  live  oak  timber,  and  the  com- 
>utations  will,  therefore,  be  confined  to  a  supply  for  the 
rames. 

Upon  the  h3rpothesis  that  our  force  in  commission  will, 
or  some  yesrs,  be  continued  at  about  its  present  size, 
ind  on  the  propriety  of  which  hypothesis  some  remarks 
nay  hereafter  be  offered,  it  will  be  indispensable  to  pro- 
ride  annually  a  small  quantity  of  live  oak  timber  for  ordi- 
lary  repairs,  and  another  quantity,  somewhat  larger,  to 
ake  the  places  of  such  vessels  as  may  be  lost  by  accident, 
grars,  and  g^eat  natural  decay.  I  have  turned  my  at- 
tention, firsC  to  the  quantities  deemed  indispensable,  and 
have  considered  those  for  the  objects  just  named  as  the 
only  ones  strictly  indispensable,  because  the  further  quan- 


titjT  needed  for  the  vessels  which  sound  poli<^  may  re- 
quire us  to  keep  in  ordinary,  and  on  the  stocks,  or  the 
quantity  in  live  oak  timber  which  the  same  policy  may  re* 
quire  us  to  place  in  depot,  to  aid  in  enabling  us  to  in- 
crease, at  any  time,  our  force  in  commisaon,  so  as  to  meet 
any  future  emergencies  of  the  country,  is  rather  a  matter 
of  public  expediency  than  of  Indispensable  necessity.  It 
will  depend  on  arguments  as  to  the  proper  size  of  our 
nai^  establishment,  and  the  proper  extent  of  our  collec- 
tion of  naval  materials  to  meet  niture  contingencies,  and 
about  which  opinions  may  somewhat  differ,  and  which 
win  soon  be  examined,  rather  than  on  an  immediate,  ob- 
vious, and  indispensable  want,  about  which  litUe  diver- 
sity of  sentiment  can  prevail. 

The  first  indispensable  quantity,  which  is  that  for  small 
annual  repairs  of  the  live  oak  frames  of  our  vessels  kept 
in  commission,  will  probably  not  much  exceed  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  feet  per  year,  or  about  one  per  cent 
on  the  whole  quantity  of  these  frames. 

Though  this  amount  may  appear  small,  it  will  undoubt- 
edly be  found  ample  for  the  object,  when  we  advert  to 
the  kind  of  repairs  here  specified;  to  the  durability  of  the 
timber  used  in  the  frames  to  be  repaired;  to  the  unexpos- 
ed parts  of  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  used,  and  to  the  fa- 
vorable result  of  our  experience  on  this  subject,  which  will 
hereafter  be  detailed. 

The  next  indispensable  Quantity,  which  is  that  wanted 
to  take  the  place  of  what  five  oak  In  frames  may  be  lost 
while  in  commission,  by  great  decay,  by  fire,  shipwreck, 
and  war,  will  probably  not  exceed  eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred cubic  feet  per  year.  This  last  computation  is  found- 
ed on  :he  estimate,  that,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events, 
it  will  become  necessary,  from  gp*eat  decays,  and  from 
disasters,  either  virtually,  by  larg^  repairs,  or  actually, 
by  either  rebuilding,  or  by  the  substitution  of  other  ves- 
sels already  built,  to  replace  all  our  force  of  live  oak  ves- 
sels now  in  commission  during  the  Ispse  of  the  next  fifth 
of  a  century. 

This  force  consists  of  four  fVigates,  nine  sloops,  and  se- 
ven schooners;  all  the  frames  of  which,  except  of  one 
schooner,  are,  in  part,  or  altogether,  composed  of  live 
oak.  At  the  rate  of  computation  before  suggested  as  cor- 
rect, those  of  live  oak  contain  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  cubic  feet; 
and  one-twentieth  of  that  is  eight  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-four  feet,  or  about  five  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  quantity  at  present  in  commission.  This  aug- 
mented to  eight  thousand  five  hundred  feet,  and  the 
seventeen  hundred  estimated  for  small  repairs,  will  toge- 
ther amount  to  over  six  per  cent,  on  the  frames  actuidly 
in  service,  as  the  quantity  here  computed  necessary  to 
maintain  them  entire.  Without,  at  this  time,  offering 
any  thing  more  on  the  basis  of  these  calculations,  but  the 
general  correctness  of  which  will  be  illustrated  in  the 
course  of  this  report,  it  may  be  seen  that  these  two  esti- 
mates will  require  to  be  provided  for  small  repairs,  and 
for  replacing  losses,  from  all  causes,  in  our  live  oak  ves- 
sels in  commission,  about  ten  thousand  two  hundred  cu- 
bic feet  annually,  or  at  the  average  rate  per  year  of  a 
quantity  more  than  sufficient  for  one  new  sloop,  or  each 
two  years  about  enough  for  a  fri^te  of  the  first  class,  or 
each  three  years  almost  enough  lor  a  ship  of  the  line. 

In  regard  to  the  procurement  of  these  indispensable 
supplies,  the  first  quantity  for  annual  repairs,  considering 
the  use  for  which  it  is  wanted,  must  be  obtained  in  de- 
tached pieces;  and,  as  we  now  have  on  hand  seventy-five 
thousand  feet  of  live  oak,  purchased  for  repairs^  and 
of  which  over  fifty  thousand  is  intended  for  ordinary  ones^ 
it  could,  for  twen^  or  thirty  years,  be  furnished  from  that 
source,  and  afterwards,  if  necessary,  from  timber  in  de- 
pot. 

The  second  quantity  could  mostly,  and  to  great  advan- 
tage, be  obtahied,  for  many  years,  by  substituting  our 
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vessels  now  in  ordinary,  whenever  they  are  of  the  size 
wanted.  The  frames  of  such  of  them  as  were  built  of 
live  oak,  contain  about  three  hundred  and  twenty ^two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  cubic  feet;  being 
an  amount,  nominally,  sufficient  to  replace  more  than 
twice  the  loss  of  our  whole  force  in  commission.  The 
frames  of  the  Macedonian,  Hudson,  and  Cyane,  and  two- 
thirds  of  that  of  the  Guerriere,  are  excluded  from  this 
computation,  as  not  being  of  live  oak;  and  other  large 
deductions  should  undoubtedly  be  made  from  the  extent 
of  this  source  of  supply,  in  consequence  of  the  advanced 
age  of  a  number  of  the  live  oak  vessels  in  ordinary,  and 
the  future  decay  to  which  they  are  all  liable  while  remain- 
ing in  ordinary. 

Besides  this  source  of  supply  to  replace  those  in  com- 
mission, we  have  vessels  on  the  stocks  which  contain  in 
their  frames  about  three  hundred  and  fiAy-four  thousand 
cubic  feet,  and  constitute  a  sure  and  more  durable  resort, 
when  necessary,  than  those  in  ordinary. 

These  vessels,  now  on  the  stocks,  are  sheltered  from 
injury  by  the  weather;  are  not  decayed  by  either  wet  or 
dry  rot;  are  little  exposed  to  future  damage,  except  by 
fire;  and,  until  launched,  bid  fair  to  continue  sound,  at 
least  in  their  frames,  for  some  generations. 

Again:  beyond  both  of  those  resources  to  replace  lost 
and  decayed  vessels  now  in  commission,  are  the  live  oak 
frames  in  deposite  at  the  different  yards,  and  to  which, 
in  case  of  necessity,  a  resort  might  be  had.  These  con 
tain  over  four  hundred  and  thirtv-one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  cubic  feet  of  timber,  or  nearly  thrice 
the  quantity  now  in  commission;  and  they  will  probably 
reroam  not  essentially  injured  for  centuries,  if  receiving 
proper  attention,  and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  they  are  not 
wanted  for  public  purposes. 

These  general  remarks  and  estimates  are  presented 
i^erely  with  a  view  to  furnish  some  aid  in  forming  a  just 
opinion  on  the  true  extent  and  cliaracter  of  our  resources 
on  hand  in  live  oak  timber,  and  on  their  sufficiency,  if 
required,  to  meet,  for  a  time,  our  indispensable  wants  of 
that  kind  of  timber. 

But  it  is  by  no  means  recommended  to  place  entire  re- 
liance, even  for  our  indispensable  wants,  or  any  large 
portion  of  them,  upon  the  resources  just  enumerated. 

On  the  contrary,  some  further  remarks  and  estimates 
will  now  be  presented,  with  a  design  to  throw  atlditional 
li^ht  on  the  extent  of  our  resources  in  live  oak  timber, 
wliether  growing  or  cut,  and  in  various  shapes  now  on 
hand;  and  whether  growing  ou  public  or  private  lands, 
but  yet  suitable  and  available  to  meet  all  such  demands 
for  that  kind  of  timber  as  may  be  required  in  this  country, 
no  less  by  a  future  sound  policy  on  naval  subjects,  than 
by  our  indispensable  wants. 

In  this  inquiry,  it  is  desirable,  first,  to  ascertain,  as  near 
as  may  be,  what  has  been  the  extent  of  all  our  former  de- 
mands in  the  navy  for  live  oak  timber;  and  then  to  esti- 
mate, from  that  extent,  and  other  considerations,  what 
those  demands  will  probably  be  hereaAer.  It  will  next 
become  proper  to  ascertain  whence  and  how  the  supply 
for  those  former  demands  has  been  obtained;  and  then, 
from  that  result,  and  other  information  bearing  on  the  sub 
ject,  to  estimate  whence  and  how  the  supply  for  our  fu- 
ture demands  is  to  be  obtained. 

All  our  purchases  and  use  of  live  oak  Umber,  hereto- 
fore, for  annual  repairs;  all  our  purchases  and  use  of  the 
same  kind  of  timber  for  the  immediate  building  of  ves- 
sels, and  all  our  purchases  and  deposites  still  remaining 
for  the  future  gradual  improvement  of  our  navy,  cannot 
be  ascertained  with  accuracy,  but  probably  can  be  com- 
puted so  nearly  to  the  truth  as  to  furnish  material  aid  in 
forming  an  opinion  on  the  whole  extent  of  all  our  de- 
mands, both  hitherto,  and  hereaAer,  for  live  oak  timber. 

It  is  gathered  from  our  records  and  other  sources,  that 
our  former  purchases  of  li\e  oak  timber  for  all  l^inds  of 


repairs  of  all  veaseb  afloat,  have  probably  been  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  cubic  feet. 

The  basis  of  this,  and  most  of  my  other  material  calcu- 
lations will  be  given,  in  order  that  any  errors  may  be  de- 
tected, and,  in  the  final  result,  all  due  corrections  and 
allowances  be  made,  not  only  on  account  of  arithmetical 
mistakes,  but  diversities  of  opinion  on  any  of  the  import- 
ant data  entering  into  the  elements  of  those  calculations. 

Our  purchases  of  live  oak  timber,  for  all  kinds  of  re- 
pairs during  the  last  ten  years,  have  been  75,000  feet: 
previous  to  that,  our  records  on  this  subject  are  defec- 
tive, and  the  amount  is  to  be  estimated.  As  the  above 
75,000  feet  included  10,000  for  the  rebuilding  of  one  live 
oak  vessel,  and  57,000  for  the  repair  and  rebuilding  of 
other  vessels  not  before  constructed  of  live  oak,  and  is 
similar  occurrences  are  not  known  to  have  happened  be- 
fore, I  have  computed  the  purchases  during  the  previous 
ten  years  at  only  two-thirds  as  much,  or  50,000  feet;  snd 
during  the  fifteen  years  still  previous,  when  our  vessels 
were  fewer  and  newer,  at  the  rate  of  only  one-half  as 
much  as  in  the  succeeding  ten  years,  or  37,500  feet;  mak- 
ing in  all,  with  an  addition  of  about  four  per  cent  for  er- 
rors, the  above  amount  of  168,000  cubic  feet  Tlie  por- 
tion of  this  whole  quantity  which  has  been  actually  used 
for  small  ordinary  repairs  of  our  live  oak  vessels  is  not 
readily  to  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  a  veiy  important  in- 
quiry, with  a  view  to  estimating,  as  accurately  as  possible, 
what  may  be  the  extent  of  our  %nnual  demands  bereaAer 
for  that  species  of  repairs. 

The  amouut  we  have  actually  used  for  that  purpose 
has,  according  to  my  estimate,  been  only  about  33,000 
feet.  The  basis  of  this  e&timate  is,  that  for  all  kinds  of 
repairs  during  the  last  ten  years  to  the  frames  of  our  ves- 
sels, it  cannot  be  ascertained  that  we  have  used  over 
54,000  feet  of  live  oak  timber.  Our  record  shows 
that  42,000  of  that  has  been  used  in  other  repairs  than 
small  and  ordinary  ones,  to  the  live  oak  frames  of  vessels, 
and,  consequently,  leave  only  12,000  feet,  or  an  average 
of  1,200  per  year,  as  the  probable  amount  consumed  in 
this  last  description  of  repairs.  Computing  these  last, 
during  the  ten  previous  years,  to  have  been  equally  large, 
as  that  time  included  a  period  of  war,  and  during  the  first 
fifteen  years  of  our  more  limited  establishment,  to  have 
been  at  the  rate  of  only  half  as  larg^,  and  the  result  would 
be,  as  above  stated,  but  33,000  feet,  actuallv  used  hitherto 
for  the  small  repairs  of  the  live  oak  frames  of  all  our  vessels. 

The  correctness  of  this  result  is  strengthened  hy  tYie 
circumstance  that,  of  the  whole  amount  of  168,000  feet, 
purchased  for  repairs,  we  are  able  to  ascertain  that  about 
57,000  have  been  used,  and  are  now  using,  to  repair  and 
rebuild  frames  before  constructed  of  other  than  live  oak 
timber;  and  about  20,000  have  been  used  to  repair  largely, 
and  to  rebuild  vessels  before  constructed  of  live  oak.  \Ve 
have  now  on  hand,  for  the  purpose  of  ordinary  repairs^ 
about  50,000;  and  these  three  items,  with  the  3o  ,000  feet 
before  estimated  as  used  for  small  repairs,  would  absorb 
the  whole  purchases  except  8,000  feet.  It  is  known  Uut 
some  of  this  8,000  feet  has  been  used  in  tlie  ordnance  ser* 
vice  during  tlic  late  war,,  and  that  some  hats  been  occa- 
sionally diverted  to  still  other  public  purposes;  and  all  cf 
which,  with  the  casualties  of  over  a  fourth  of  a  centun , 
would  probably  equal  the  whole  balance. 

Though  tliis  estimate  makes  the  actual  use  of  timber 
for  the  small  repairs  of  our  live  oak  vessels  during  the 
last  thirty-five  years  to  have  been,  on  an  average,  less 
than  1,000  feet  annually,  and  during  the  last  ten'year> 
only  1,200  feet  annually,  yet  our  future  demand  for  ihat 
purpose  must  be  computed  much  higher.     A  number  of 
the  live  oak  vessels  afloat  are  very  old;  most  of  them  have 
been  launched  over  ten  years.     The  whole  repairs  in 
them  must  become   larger,  and  a  plain   line  between 
*' small"  and  <' middling"  repairs  in  such  vessels  cannot 
always  be  drawn  with  much  accuracy. 
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Under  thttse  circamstanoes,  coupled  with  a  due  allow- 
ance for  errors  in  our  result  as  to  the  past,  I  think  that 
3,400  feet  annually  will  be  a  proper  and  a  Uberal  esti- 
mate for  our  future  demands  orlive  oak  for  the  purpose 
of  small  ordinary  repairs.  This  is  an  agp;regate  of  about 
one  per  cent,  on  our  force  in  commission,  and  of  about 
one-naif  of  one  per  cent,  on  that  in  onUnary,  or,  on  an 
average,  nearly  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  force  afloat.  Our  navy  board  consider  two  per 
cent.,  on  what  is  afloat,  as  a  fair  estimate  of  this  species 
of  timber  annually  wanted  for  all  kinds  of  repurs. 

Deeming^  this  to  be  correct,  the  portion  of  it  I  have 
computed  to  be  chargeable  to  smul  ordinary  repairs 
hereafter,  is  much  greater  than  my  estimate  before  made 
is  of  our  actual  past  use  for  this  kind  of  repairs  out  of  the 
whole. 

As  further  evidence  that  I  have  thus  computed  enough 
for  this  kind  of  repairs,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  pro- 
portion for  small  repairs  out  of  the  whole  would,  in  &ct, 
be  somewhat  gpreater  for  the  past  than  the  future,  as  the 
large  repairs  in  the  frames  of  our  live  oak  vessels  here- 
tofore, nave,  in  onl^  one  case,  been  known  to  exceed 
^hy  per  cent,  on  their  original  cost,  while,  as  our  vessels 
grow  older,  the  larger  repairs  must  be  more  frequent, 
and  constitute  a  larger  proportion  of  the  whole. 

Much  light  cannot  be  thrown  on  this  subject  by  the 
yearly  appropriations  for  all  our  repairs  as  compared  with 
the  computed  original  cost  of  our  vessels.  Those  appro- 
priations have  been  for  some  years  over  eight  per  cent, 
on  that  cost.  But  this  has  included  not  only  repairs 
of  the  vessels,  but  of  their  eqmpments,  and  of  other 

Earts  of  less  durable  timber,  as  well  as  of  the  frames,  and 
irge  as  well  as  small  repairs,  and  the  labor  in  making  all 
these  repairs.  In  fact,  it  presents  not  far  from  the  amount 
in  money  deemed  necessary  not  merely  to  repair  the 
frames,  but  to  maintun  entire  the  materials  of  every  kind 
in  our  whole  force  afloat.  It  happens  also  that  very  little 
pertinent  information  on  this  point  can  be  derived  from 
foreign  services.  The  French  estimate  that  their  vessels 
will  require  to  be  slightly  repaired  in  four  years,  tho- 
roughly in  eight,  and  virtually,  if  not  nominaJly,  rebuilt 
in  eleven  years. 

The  British  estimate  that  <«  small''  repairs  will  be  ne- 
cessary in  five  or  six  years,  and  *'  very  small"  sooner. 
Though  they  divide  repairs  into  various  grades  and  titles, 
from  *<  very  small,"  at  1-8  of  the  orieinal  cost,  and  <<  small," 
at  1-5,  up  to  "  large,"  at  9-10,  and  «*  very  Urge,"  at  first 
cost,  yet  I  have  not  found  the  average  time  for  each  kind 
estimated,  except  as  the  whole  average  duration  of  their 
vessels  is  now  computed  at  about  thirteen  years.  Some- 
times all  their  repairs  are  estimated  at  one-seventy-second 
per  year  of  the  Quantity  of  timber  afloat,  or  equal  to  one- 
fourth  of  what  IS  deemed  necessary  to  keep  up  annually 
Lheir  establishment  entire. 

But,  as  mig^t  be  expected,  considering  the  inferior  du- 
rability of  fir  and  of  all  other  oak  to  live  oak,  and  the  leas 
proportion  of  repairs  required  on  frames  than  other  parts 
!>f  a  vessel,  all  these  expenditures  are  in  a  ratio  nearly 
)ne-balf  larger  than  our  estimate  for  future  small  repairs 
}n  only  our  live  oak  frames,  and,  making  a  due  allowance 
br  every  circumstance,  rather  confirm  than  impair  the 
•esults  which  I  have  before  sUted. 

Assuming,  then,  for  the  present,  what  will  hereafter 
»e  further  examined,  that  our  force  now  afloat  will  not, 
or  some  years,  be  essentially  diminished  or  enlarged,  the 
quantity  of  3,400  feet  of  live  oak  annually,  will,  it  is  pro- 
table,  prove  sufl&cient  for  the  small  ordinary  repairs  of 
ill  our  live  oak  frames  afloat,  and  will,  therefore,  consti- 
ute  the  first  item  in  our  permanent  yearly  demands  for 
his  kind  of  timber,  to  be  in  some  way,  and  firom  some 
|uarter,  hereafter  supplied. 

Our  annual  purchues,  and  actual  use  of  live  oak  timber 
or  buildings  independent  of  common  wear  Mid  tear»  form 
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the  next  subject  of  inquiry.  It  is  well  known  that  these 
purchases  have  heretofore  been  very  irregular.  But  all 
this  timber  which  has  been  used  in  the  frames  of  public 
vessels  constructed  since  A.  D.  1797,  whether  originally 
purchased  for  that  or  other  purposes,  has  been  about 
974,363  cubic  feet.  This  is  on  an  average  about  37,838 
feet  per  year.  What  may  be  the  extent  of  our  an- 
nual demands  on  this  account  in  future,  will  depend,  ia 
some  measure,  on  fluctuations  in  poticy  as  to  the  whole 
size  of  our  naval  establishment,  on  the  amount  of  force 
deemed  proper  to  be  kept  in  commission,  on  nusfortunea 
in  war  and  by  shipwreck,  on  the  future  decay  of  our  ves- 
sels already  built,  and  much  on  the  drcumstance  whether 
the  quantity  of  live  oak  required  in  consequence  of  these 
causes,  shaU,  for  many  years,  be  supplied  entirely  or  par- 
tially by  rebuilding  anew,  sjid  by  purchases  for  that  ob- 
ject, or  entirely  by  substituting  other  vessels  now  in  or- 
dmuy  and  on  the  stocks,  and  by  taking  frames  already  ui 
depot. 

But  should  this  Quantity  be  supplied  hereafter  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  oinunisfa  the  sum  total  of  our  present 
force  of  live  oak  in  comnussion,  in  ordinary,  and  on  the 
stocks,  thou^  we  mi^t  advantageously,  as  new  vessels 
are  wanted  in  commianon,  supply  our  necessities  from 
those  in  ordinary,  when  of  the  use  wanted,  and  propo^- 
tionably  increase  the  number  of  those  on  the  stocki^  since 
vessels  in  the  Utter  state  are  preserved  with  less  injury 
than  in  the  fbrmer;  and  should  it  be  made  iasuch  man- 
ner as  not  to  diminish  our  frames  in  depot,  but  allow  their 
annual  increase  in  the  mode  lately  practised,  and  now,  aa 
well  as  heretofore,  earnestly  recommended,  we  shaU  then 
pursue  that  manner  in  fiirnishtn{f  the  quanti^  needed, 
which  seems  to  me  least  exceptionable  and  most  conso- 
nant to  the  only  correct  general  policy  on  the  subject  of 
our  navy.  In  that  event,  there  would  probably  be  requir- 
ed about  one-twentieth  of  the  present  quantity  of  live  oak 
in  commission,  or  8,374  feet,  and  one-thirtieth  of  that  in 
ordinary,  or  10,754  feet,  to  supply  the  average  annua! 
losses  by  large  and  entire  decay  in  the  frames  of  vessels 
of  those  two  descriptions.  To  this  may  be  added,  in  or- 
der to  meet  every  probable  and  almost  possible  contin- 
gency, about  one-lialf  of  one  per  cent,  for  losses  by  ship- 
wreck on  those  ia  commisnon,  amounting  to  about  827 
feet,  and  about  one-third  of  one  per  cent,  more  for  losses 
by  accidental  flre  on  all  in  comnussion,  in  ordinary,  on 
the  stocks,  and  on  all  timber  in  depot  under  sheds.  This 
last  one-thurd  of  one  per  cent.  wiU  be  about  4^346  feet. 
These  estimates  fbr  shipwreck  and  ^x^  exceed  any  thinj; 
which  our  experience,  as  hereafter  detailed,  would  iusti- 
fy,  but  are  adopted  to  meet  any  plausible,  though  large 
computation,  for  the  future .  These  all  would  constitute, 
under  this  head,  about  34^101  feet  per  year  as  a  second 
item  in  our  annual  permanent  demands  to  be  supplied. 
This  quantity,  it  wiU  be  seen,  is  about  one-twentieth,  or 
5  per  cent,  of  the  whole  frames  afloat.  If  the  amount 
for  small  repairs  be  added  to  it,  making  together  37,101 
feet,  it  would  be  almost  5j  per  cent.,  or  over  one-eigh- 
teenth of  the  whole  afloat.  This  is  deemed  requisite  to 
keep  up,  in  all  respects,  the  live  oak  frames  of  the  entire 
establishment  in  commission  and  ordinary.  In  England  it 
is  estimated  by  some  that  one-eighteenm  is  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  including  all  parts,  instead  of  only  the 
frames  of  the  vessel,  and  all  those  consisting  of  inferior 
kinds  of  timber.  The  commissioners  of  our  navy  board 
estimate  it  at  6  per  cent,  on  the  live  oak  frames,  or  about 
one-seventeenth  of  the  whole  afloat 

This  would  make  a  difierence  of  only  about  1,785  feet^ 
and,  to  avoid  mistakes,  and  to  cover  all  deficiencies,  I 
shall  assume  that  per  cent,  as  correct  in  my  future  calcu- 
lations, and  thus  increase  the  sum  per  year  for  large  re- 
pairs and  rebuilding  to  about  35,886  feet.  To  illustrate 
the  basis  of  these  computations  a  little  more  by  details,  it 
win  be  seen  that  the  eitimites  under  thin  head  are  founded 
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on  the  mippoied  continuance,  during  aomo  yesn,  of  our 
force  afloat  at  its  present  size,  as  not  being  too  large  for 
all  our  legitimate  wants. 

So  far  from  its  present  size  being  deemed  too  large  for 
those  wants,  or  at  all  adapted  to  the  expensive  s^e  of 
one,  two,  and  three  hundred  vesseb  in  commission,  or  to 
one,  three,  and  five  hundred  vessels  boUt  and  buUding, 
as  practised  by  some  of  the  great  maritime  Powers  of 
Europe,  and  so  far  from  its  looking  to  any  extravi^fant 
project  for  either  ostentation  or  fiiture  naval  conquests, 
or  the  gratification  of  mere  national  pride,  it  differs  but 
little  from  what  was  estimated  as  judicious  in  December, 
1798,  the  very  first  year  this  department  went  into  ope- 
ration. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  that  time  suggested  that 
a  proper  permanent  force  at  command  should  not  be  less 
than  *'  12  ships  of  T4  guns,  as  many  IHgates,  and  20  or  30 
smaller  vessels."  In  January,  A.  D.  1801,  a  similar  esti- 
mate was  presented,  and,  in  December,  1811,  a  like  opi- 
nion was  expressed  by  the  department,  except  a  recom- 
mendation to  augment  the  number  of  frigates  to  20,  and 
leave  the  smaller  vessels  to  be  regulated  by  fiitnre  conve- 
nience and  exigencies.  The  instructive  lessons  taught 
on  this  subject  during  the  late  war,  and  our  experience 
durin|^  the  last  seventeen  years,  confirm  the  sound  politi- 
cal wisdom  of  now  maintaining  an  establishment  at  least 
equal  to  our  present  one.  The  more  extensive  range  of 
our  commerce,  its  new  exposures  in  barbarous  countries, 
the  g^reat  increase  of  our  seaboard  by  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  the  convulsions  that  now  agi- 
tate many  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  would  seem  to  dic- 
tate a  considerable  increase  rather  ttian  reduction,  since 
the  original  estimates  of  the  only  species  of  force  which 
can  yield  to  our  commercial  interests  abroad  efficient  pro- 
tection, maintain  there  "  the  rights  and  independence" 
of  the  Union,  **  secure  the  personal  liberty  of  our  citi- 
zen^" and  be  in  readiness,  on  any  emergency  at  home, 
to  aid  powerfully  in  the  defence  of  our  great  coasting 
trade,  and  our  very  extended  maritime  frontier. 

Presuming,  then,  that  the  expediency  of  continuing, 
for  some  years  at  least,  the  present  strength  of  our  dis- 
posable force,  has  been  satisfactorily  shown,  it  is  believed 
that  the  allowance  before  proposed  for  annual  losses  by 
accident  and  decay  will,  on  a  little  inquiry  and  reflectioi^ 
be  deemed  amply  sufficient.    Many  of  the  vessels  afloat, 
which  have  been  launched  within  the  last  fifteen  years, 
will  probably  endure  more  than  one-fourth  of  a  century 
longer,   while  some  of  them  built  earlier  may  perish 
sooner.     Four  of  our  present  frigates,  the  Constitution, 
the  United  States,  the  Congfress,  and  the  ConstelUtion, 
were  all  afloat  before  A.  D.  1800,  and  three  of  them  in 
1797.     Thou^  they  have  nnce  undergone  frequent  re- 
pairs, yet  their  original  frames,  except  where  destroyed 
by  too  large  and  l&quent  boring  for  trenails,  or  where 
constructed  of  timber  not  well  seasoned,  mostly  remain 
sound.     As  the  improved  practice  i)f  bolting  with  copper 
and  iron,  and,  consequently,  of  making  smaller  and  fewer 
holes,  shall  prevail  extensively,  the  first  named  source  of 
injury  to  our  ships  of  war  will  diminish;  and  though  from 
ten  to  fifteen  years  is  the  average  estimated  duration  of  \ 
an  English  oak  vessel  in  commission,  and  only  from  six  to  ! 
ten  years  the  duration  of  the  vessels  of  many  European  ' 
Powers  when  made  of  other  oak  or  of  fir,  ^et  our  espe- ! 
rience,  and  the  changes  above  mentioned,  justify  a  belief ; 
that  from  forty  to  fifty  years  will  in  future  be  nearer  the 
truth,  in  respect  to  the  serviceable  duration  of  the  frames 
of  vessels  built  of  well  seasoned  live  oak,  and  used  from 
time  to  time  as  ours  have  been,  alternately  in  commission 
and  in  ordinary,  and,  when  in  ordinary,  protected  as  ours 
now  are,  with  {^eat  skill  and  attention.     Should  our  pre- 
sent excellent  system  of  ventilating,  covering,  and  in- 
specting vessels,  while  in  ordinary,  continue,  their  frames, 
when  of  live  oak,  will  probably  last  many  years  without 


being  much  impaired,  and  the  allowance  proper  on  ac- 
count of  their  future  decay  will  be  somewhat  less  tiban 
that  for  vessels  while  in  conunission.  Accordin^y,  we 
have  estimated  the  average  duration  of  those  now  m  com- 
mission at  about  twenty  years}  and,  as  many  of  the  ves- 
sels now  in  ordinary  are  comparatively  new,  as  the  fiames 
of  some  others  have  not  been  injured  by  frequent  boring 
and  repairs,  and  all  of  them  are  so  well  protected  fi^)m 
the  weather,  it  might  be  safely  calculated  that  the  whole 
in  ordinary,  if  put  into  use  as  needed,  in  the  place  of  those 
in  commission,  would  not,  on  an  average,  periiih  under 
thirty  years. 

The  manner  of  building,  as  to  care  and  closeness  of 
finish,  the  dryness  and  good  ventilation  of  the  innde  of 
Uie  vessel  afler  launched,  as  well  as  the  thorough  pre- 
vious seasoning  of  the  timber;  all  have  a  material  innueoce 
on  its  durability,  and  have,  of  late  years,  received  parti- 
cular attention  in  our  service.  To  these  remarks,  bouiiw 
on  the  correctness  of  the  above  allowances,  it  may  be  added 
that,  during  the  last  thirty-five  years,  since  our  present 
navy  commenced,  only  a  single  live  oak  vessel  in  our  ser- 
vice is  known  to  have  been  chiefly  lost  by  natural  decay, 
and  only  two  small  ones  bv  shipwreck.  This  has  scarceiy 
any  thing  like  a  parallel,  unless  in  what  is  rrporCed  of 
the  finely  built  vessels  of  teak,  at  Bombay.  Some  de- 
cays and  injuries  in  most  of  the  live  oak  fiamea  of  our 
vessels  have,  of  course,  occurred  from  common  wear  and 
tear,  and  some  from  the  other  special  causes  previously 
enumerated. 

But  most  of  the  repairs  in  our  vessels  hitherto  liavinp 
been  in  other  portions  of  them  than  such  as  are  made  i 
live  oak,  little  is  justiy  chargeable  to  great  decay  in  the 
live  oak  frames.     Another  series  offsets  resting  on  care- 
ful computations  will  lead  us  to  a  similar  conclunon.    Of 
the  whole  quantity  of  live  oak  put  into  the  frames  of 
public  vessels  in  building  them  since  1797,  being  aboat 
974,363  cubic  feet,  there  now  remain  about  165,480  feet 
in  commission,  322,633  feet  in  ordinary,  and  354^000  feet 
on  the  stocks,  leaving  only  132,250  feet  not  now  od 
hand.     Of  this  last  quantity,  8,000  feet  were  sold  b^ 
order  of  Congress,  in  A.  D.  1801;  68,375  feet  were  cap 
tured  and  supposed  to  be  destroyed  by  our  enemies  in 
four  different  wars;  44,500  feet  were  burned  by  ourselves 
in  1814;  3,375  feet  have  perished  by  shipwreck;  and 
only  about  8,000  feet  by  great  natural  decay,   requir- 
ing rebuilding.     This  makes  a  loss  o^  live  oak    ves- 
sels in  thirt^.five  years,  by  the  last  cause,  of  nominally 
almost  nothmg,  as  the  only  vessel  considered  to  have 
been  thus  lost  is  the  original  John  Adama,  which,  having 
been  imperfectly  built  by  contract  in  a  private  yard,  and 
with  timber  not  known  to  be  thoroughly  seasoned,  expe- 
rienced a  premature  fiulure.    But,  in  reality,  the  loss  by 
decay  has  been  only  the  above  amount  of  8,000  feet;  and 
what  has  been  supplied  as  before  suggested^  in  small 
quantities,  in  the  ordinary  annual  repairs,  and  some  more 
extensive  injuries  before  referred  to  in  the  older  vesseU» 
arising  from  peculiar  circumstances,  and  which  injuries 
for  reasons  before  named,   will  not  probably  so  ofta 
occur  hereafter.     Though  the  extent  of  all  the  repairs 
which,  technically,  ought  to  be  charged  to  rebuiSdii^, 
cannot  be  exactly  ascertained,  I  think  that  a  liberal  e>ti- 
roate  has  been  presented  for  them,  and  for  entire  rebuild- 
ing from  all  kinds  of  losses  in  future,  by  computing  it  at 
25,886  feet  annually,  or  a  little  more  than  enou^i  fur  ooe 
frigate  of  the  first  class  every  year.    I  have  made  no  spe- 
cific estimate  for  losses  in  future  wars  to  be  bereatter 
supplied,  because  it  is  hoped  those  losses  will  prove  few  j 
and  far  between,  and  because,  if  greater  than  what  we 
may  acquire  by  captures,  they  could  readily  be  replaced, 
from  frames  in  depot,  the  great  safeguard  and  reliance  in 
this  respect  in  any  national  emergency. 

Our  whole  purchases  of  live  oak,  made  to  promote  tha 
increase  and  improvement  of  the  navy,  and  placed  in  de* 
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pot,  form  another  topic  of  inauiry.  They  have  been 
mostly  paid  for,  except  some  earry  specific  appropriations, 
from  a  rateable  part  of  the  general  appropriations  gradu- 
ally to  promote  that  increase  and  improvement,  and  have 
amounted,  in  all,  to  about  909,911  feet.  Of  this  whole 
amount,  much  has  been  already  employed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  some  of  our  present  vessels  afloat,  and  on  the 
stocks;  but  the  quantity  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
burned  while  in  depot,  nor  used  for  either  repairing  or 
building  vessels,  nor  for  any  other  purposes,  and  now  re- 
mains on  hand  designed  tor  building,  and  not  for  re- 
pairs, is  about  431,845  cubic  feet.  Of  this  quantity,  the 
annual  purchases  the  last  ten  years  have  constituted  a 
large  portion  of  the  whole,  and  have  been,  on  an  average, 
about  3S,000  feet  per  year;  or  about  enough,  annuaSy, 
for  the  firame  of  one  ship  of  the  line,  or  of  one  frigate  and 
one  sloop  of  war. 

^  Should  the  policy  that  has  prevailed  on  this  subject  du- 
ring those  ten  years,  continue  for  some  time  longer,  and 
the  present  appropriations  for  gradual  improvement  be 
renewed  by  Congress,  the  above  quantity  of  33,000  cubic 
feet  will  constitute  a  third  and  last  item  in  our  permanent 
annual  demands  of  live  oak  timber  to  be  in  some  way 
hereafter  supplied^ 

For  reasons  assigned  in  the  report  from  this  department, 
made  December  3d,  1832,  the  lon^  continuance  of  the 
policy  before  mentioned  as  to  this  kind  of  timber,  as  well 
as  other  useful  materials  for  shipbuilding,  and  munitions 
for  naval  warfare,  seems  to  me  highly  judicious.  Some 
additional  reasons  for  it,  as  regards  this  kind  of  timber, 
can,  on  this  occasion,  be  more  properly  presented. 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  that  if,  as  now  estimated,  we 
should,  in  a  spirit  of  liberal  foresight,  continue  to  follow 
this  |>olicy  of  gradually  placing  a  reasonable  supply  of  live 
oak  timber  in  depot,  before  it  may  be  wanted  for  imme- 
diate use,  still  our  provision  for  all  kinds  of  timber  neces- 
sary for  naval  purposes  will  not  be  extravagant;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  will  probably  require  much  further  atten- 
tion than  has  hitherto  been  bestowed  on  it. 

I  liave  before  remarked  that  the  frames  of  vessels  con- 
stitute only  about  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole  timber 
used  in  their  construction;  and  collecting  and  preserving 
that  one-fourth  seasonably,  fully,  and  carefully,  as  we 
may,  there  is,  in  addition,  to  be  provided,  either  before- 
hand, or  from  time  to  time  as  needed,  the  large  quantity 
of  treble  as  much  other  timber,  connsting,  genendly,  of 
white  oak,  pine,  larch,  cedar,  locust,  and  elm,  but  which, 
being  more  perishable,  and  more  widely  diffused  over 
the  country  than  live  oak,  and  not  usually  costing  more 
than  one-third  as  much  per  foot,  does  not  attract  so  much 
public  consideration. 

Our  proceedings,  in  respect  to  tlie  timber  other  than  live 
oak,  under  the  act  for  the  g^dual  improvement  of  the 
navy,  whether  in  reserving  public  lands  on  which  it  gprows, 
or  in  purchasing  it  for  deposite,  and  all  our  actual  means, 
and  our  true  policy  as  to  obtaining,  hereafter,  the  other 
kinds  of  naval  timber,  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
this  communication,  and,  consequently,  are  not  now  de- 
tailed. Rut,  as  their  quantity  must  be  so  lar^  as  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole  consumeid,  this  circumstance  renders 
the  subject  worthy  of  much  attention,  and  enforces,  very 
strongly,  the  expediency  of  securing  now  in  live  oak, 
while  the  opporUmity  continues  in  our  power,  at  least 
a  quarter  of  our  whole  future  wants. 

This  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  us,  when  we  are  able 
to  secure  it  in  such  an  invaluable  kind  of  timber  as,  being 
placed  in  a  due  state  of  preservation,  will  probably  remain 
sound  for  ages. 

The  difference  between  the  duration  of  vessels  built  of 
timber  recently  cut,  and  those  of  timber  in  this  way  well 
seasoned,  is  generally  computed  at  about  one-third  in 
favor  of  the  latter,  and,  in  respect  to  live  oak,  is  greater 
than  one4hird{  and  alone  furnishes  another  strong  argu- 


ment for  a  continuance  as  well  as  an  enlargement  of  the 
present  policy  of  procuring,  long  in  advance,  and  of  tho- 
roughly seasoning  by  immersion  in  water,  and  then  by 
sheltering  under  sheds,  the  whole  of  our  live  oak  timber 
designed  for  naval  architecture.  From  all  these  data,  it 
appears  that  all  our  annual  wants,  while  our  present 
force  and  present  policy  remain  not  essentially  chaneed, 
will  amount  to  about  62,286  cubic  feet  of  live  oak  timber. 
This  is  3,400  feet  for  small  ordinary  repairs;  25,886  for 
rebuilding  to  supply  accidental  losses  and  great  natural 
decay;  and  33,000  for  deposite  for  gradual  improvement. 

In  order  to  ascertain  how  this  quantity  is  hereafler  to 
be  obtained,  it  may  be  useful  first  to  advert  a  moment  to 
the  whole  aggregate  amount  of  our  supplies  of  live  oak 
timber  heretofore  procured,  and  the  manner  and  places 
in  which  they  have  been  procured.  As  before  stated,  we 
have  heretofore  purchased,  in  ^l,  about  168,000  feet  of 
live  oak,  for  repairs;  about  974,363  cubic  feet,  that  has 
been  made  up  into  vessels;  and  about  431,845  feet  now  in 
depot  for  gradual  improvement,  exclusive  of  repairs. 

The  onl^  deficiency  in  this  amount  arises  from  some 
smaU  quantity  of  live  oak  timber  in  depot  during  the  late 
war,  having  been  used  in  the  ordnance  service  for  gun  car- 
riages and  platforms,  and  dbout  15,000  feet  having  been 
destroyed  in  the  conflagration  in  this  city  in  1814. 
Both  of  these  quantities  £d  not  probably  exceed  20,000 
feet .  The  whole  amount  of  our  suppUes  then,  heretofore 
obtained  in  any  way,  and  from  any  quarter,  having  been 
about  1,594^208  cubic  feet,  these  would,  on  an  average, 
be  about  45,549  feet  per  year,  and  about  one-fourth  less 
than  the  whole  quanti^  per  year  estimated  as  proper  and 
necessary  to  be  nereaner  obtained. 

These  supplies  have  been  procured  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  and  places:  From  1797  to  1800,  the  de- 
mand for  live  oak  for  public  use  was  new  and  conridera- 
ble,  and  was  chiefly  satisfied  from  the  islands  and  coasts 
of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  From  1801  to  1816,  but 
little  of  this  kind  of  timber  was  obtained  in  any  place  for 
the  navy;  but  all  which  was  obtained,  down  to  the  last 
named  year,  was  cut  principally  firom  private  lands,  ex- 
cept what  came  from  Grover^s  and  Blackbeard's  islands^ 
which,  having  been  purchased  by  the  Government,  were 
afterwards  allowed  to  be  stripped  of  their  timber,  under 
contracts  with  individuals.  Even  down  to  1822,  most  of 
this  kind  of  timber  procured  for  the  navy,  though  soon 
after  th^"  late  war,  to  a  very  large  amount,  was  purchased 
by  the  contractors,  from  private  lands.  The  chief  excep- 
tions were  as  to  what  grew  on  the  above  islands,  and 
some  small  quantities  cut  on  the  public  lands  in  Louisiana. 

In  1817,  the  Government  began  to  adopt  means  for 
preserving  their  live  oak  in  Louisiana;  and,  between  that 
date  and  1822,  explored  and  reserved  about  19,000  acres 
of  public  land,  the  (^wth  on  which  was  supposed  to  re- 
main uncut  as  late  asA827.  (Report  No.  114^  House  of 
Reps.  January  29,  1827^ 

Since  the  purchase  of^  Florida,  in  1822,  the  quantities 
obtained  on  public  as  well  as  private  lands  have  been 
great;  but  nnce  1826y  as  attention  to  the  preservation  of 
timber  on  the  former  has  increased,  most  of  the  live  oak 
used  has  been  cut  from  the  latter.  A  little  reflection  on 
these  facts  will  enable  us  to  calculate  with  greater  confi- 
dence, in  respect  to  the  probable  and  best  manner  and 
places  of  obtaining  our  fiitore  supplies. 

Notwithstanding  the  purchase,  by  this  department,  of 
so  large  a  quantity  of  live  oak  nnce  1797,  and  especially 
since  1816,  besides  all  of  this  kind  of  timber  which  has  been 
used  in  the  merchant  service  during  that  period,  either  in 
this  country  or  shipped  abroad,  yet  one  striking,  and  in 
some  degree  controlling  circumstance  appears,  which 
may  serve  to  test  the  accuracy  of  all  opinions  on  the  ex- 
tent of  our  present  resources  in  live  oak.  The  prices 
given  by  the  Government  continue  about  the  same  as  in 
former  years,  or,  if  essentially  changed,  have  become 
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■omewbat  lower,  and  would  acem  clearly  to  erince  the 
little  difficulty  which,  as  yet,  has  existed,  or  is  likely  im- 
mediately to  esst,  in  so  wide  a  range  as  from  South  Caro- 
lina to  the  Sabine  I  in  finding  chiefly,  though  not  entirely, 
on  priTate  soil,  an  adequate  supplv  for  our  uiual  wants. 

The  prices  for  live  oak  timber  oelirered  at  our  yards  in 
A.  D.  1799,  and  of  a  size  suitable  for  ships  of  the  line, 
were  $1  33  per  cubic  foot.  But  some  of  the  contractors 
at  that  price  fiuled  to  fulfil  their  cngajKements,  and  it  b 
reported,  thoueh  the  defective  state  of  our  eariy  records 
does  not  enabfe  us  to  ascertun  the  tnitfa,  that  those  who 
did  fulfil  their  engagements  obtained  additional  allow- 
ances. 

In  A.  D.  1801,  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  estimated 
that  this  timber,  when  sodelirered,  would  costj|3  per 
cubic  foot,  if  suitable  for  ships  of  the  line.  Nothing  tiir- 
ther  on  this  subject  can  be  round,  till  A.  D.  1816,  when 
ve  pud  for  live  oak  timber  delivered  $1  55  for  frames  of 
seventy-fours,  $1  42i|  for  those  of  frigates,  $1  15  for  those 
of  sloops,  and  $1  for  promiscuous  timber.  In  A.  D.  1826, 
we  paid  for  the  second  description  of  frames  $1  30  and 
1  35  per  foot,  and  the  former  price  for  the  last  kind  of 
timber.  In  A.  D.  1837,  we  paid  for  the  first  kind  $1  37 
«nd  1  50,  for  the  second  $1  25  and  1  45,  for  the  third 
#1  15  and  1  25,  and  for  the  kst  80  cenU  and  $1.  In 
1829,  for  the  second  $1  30,  and  for  the  last  87}  cents, 
and  offers  have  been  made  the  present  year,  and  accept- 
ed, for  the  second  at  $1  09  ana  1  50,  and  for  the  last  at 
87}  cents  and  $1. 

Originally  the  prices  may  have  been  somewhat  enhanced, 
from  the  arcumstances  that  the  freight  of  the  timber  was 
somewhat  higher  than  it  has  been  of  late  yearsi  that 
the  supply  oflive  oak  was  then,  and  probably  would  con- 
tinue to  be,  more  limited  than  subsequent  explorations 
and  acquisitions  of  territory  have  shown  it  to  be,  and  that 
the  Government  then  owned  no  public  lands  yielding  live 
oak,  and  enabling  it  to  prevent  individuals  from  exercis- 
ing an  undue  control  over  the  market.  But  it  is  to  be  re- 
fnembered  that  some  of  the  contracton  at  tiie  first  prices 
did  not  feel  able,  at  that  rate,  to  fulfil  thdr  engagements, 
and  that,  between  A.  D.  1799  and  A.  D.  181^  all  kinds 
of  ship  timber  on  seaboard  have  generaUy  been  supposed, 
from  the  increased  settkmient  of  the  country,  and  tiie  aug- 
mentation of  our  commercial  tonnage,  to  have  risen  about 
ten  per  cent.  We  may  have  been,  in  this  respect,  some- 
what influenced  by  the  foreign  demand,  and  may,  on  this 
point,  derive  some  instruction  fitim  a  moment's  attention 
to  the  fluctuation  of  the  prices  of  naval  timber  in  England 
during  about  the  same  period.  There,  in  A.  D.  1792,  a 
careful  examination  of  her  domestic  resources  resulted  in 
a  conviction  that  a  seard^,  espedaUy  of  large  timber, 
had  begun  to  prevail;  and  firom  that  year  to  A.  D.  1811, 
the  prices  rose  over  one  hundred  per  cent.  This  proba- 
bly happened,  not  onlv  from  the  above  scarcity  m  her 
home  production,  but  from  increasing  difficulties  in  her 
long  wars  in  obtaining  supplies  from  other  countries,  and 
from  a  larger  demand  to  construct  and  sustain  an  enlarged 
navy.  But,  in  A.  D.  1811  and  1812,  the  prices  which, 
from  about  £3  steriing  in  1792,  had  risen  to  £11  and  13 
sterling  per  load,  or  about  $1  28  per  cubic  foot,  began  to 
fall,  and  in  A.  D.  1814^  it  was  testified  before  a  committee 
of  Parliament,  that  the  extension  of  canals  into  the  inte- 
rior to  new  forests  of  oak,  the  improved  attention  to  thin- 
ning out  the  oak,  which  had  ceased  to  be  thrifty  in  the 
old  forests,  hedn  rows,  and  parks,  and  the  new  planta- 
tions, which  had  been  made  in  consequence  of  such  high 
prices,  would  probably,  without  much  necessary  importa- 
tion of  foreign  oak  timber,  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  it 
in  future.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  prices  fell  nearly 
one-half  between  1811  and  1819,  as  relates  to  domestic 
timber,  and  about  one-third  as  respects  foreign  timber. 

In  this  country,  it  is  well  known,  that,  during  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years,  the  prices  of  most  articles  have  nomi- 


nally  frllent  but  the  partiodar  causes  which  have  effected 
it,  need  not  here  be  examined,  as  they  are  not  believed  to 
have  had  a  very  material  operation  on  the  coat  of  live  oak 
timber. 

To  pursue  the  general  inquiry  concerning  the  probable 
sources  and  extent  of  our  future  supply,  I  see  no  in^ca- 
tions  of  the  lencth  of  time  that  we  should  be  able  to  ob- 
tain it  from  private  lands,  except  what  may  be  derived 
from  the  low  prices  at  which  it  is  now  procnredi  the 
quantity  reported  by  the  sgents  to  be  still  remaining  <m 
private  Unas  between  the  St.  Mary's  and  the  Sabine  rv 
vers,  and  on  which  some  forther  remarks  will  hereafter 
be  offered)  and  the  general  information  as  to  the  whole 
private  supplv  derivea  from  other  quarters. 

Havbig  noticed  these  prices,  and  the  quantity  reported 
by  the  agents  within  the  above  limits,  it  only  remains  to 
be  stated  under  thu  head,  that  the  general  information  1 
have  been  able  to  collect  about  the  private  supply  is,  that 
no  great  quantities  of  live  oak  timber  suitable  for  ship- 
building now  remain  on  private  lands  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina. 

Some  trees,  too  small  for  cutting  thirty  years  ago,  have 
since  reached  maturity,  and  a  few  are  now  itandiag  in 
some  of  their  forests,  and  especially  on  sone  of  their 
islands.  In  certun  places,  the  natural  growth  on  land, 
cut  over  from  1795  to  1801,  has  been  pensitted  to  spring 
up  and  remain,  but,  generally,  the  live  oak  landa  Vn  those 
States,  being  valuable  for  cotton  and  other  croipa,  have 
been  brought  into  cultivation. 

The  quantities  on  private  lands  in  Florida,  Alahama, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  are,  without  doubt,  much 
greater  than  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and  even 
greater  than  the  results  presented  in  the  second  tsbuAir 
statement. 

Because  all  the  districts  have  not  jret  been  fiilly  ex- 
plored by  our  agents,  and  because  their  instructions,  ex- 
cept in  peculiar  cases,  did  not  require  them  to  report,  so 
far  as  the^  have  explored,  all  the  live  oak  trees  suitable 
for  ship  timber  growing  on  private  lands. 

Extending  southwestwara  of  Louisiana,  soine  recent 
explorations  in  Texas  favor  the  opinion  that  this  kind  of 
timber  exists  tiiere  in  considerable  quantitie8$  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  our  contractors  have  yet  obtained  any  from 
that  province,  or  any  other  foreign  source. 

Should  the  prices  of  this  Idnd  cu  timber  rise  much  here- 
after, some  of  it  might  perhaps  be  purchased  there  to  ad- 
vantage, though  a  dependence  on  any  forfifn  supply,  for 
reasons  hereafter  given,  would  be  very  injudicious.  In 
the  event  of  a  great  increase  of  price,  individuals  within 
our  own  boundaries  would  be  tempted  to  the  more  care- 
ful preservation,  if  not  to  the  artificial  cultivation  of  it  m 
the  most  appropriate  situations. 

But,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  would  be  unsafe 
to  rely  on  individuals,  eitiier  to  preserve  long  what  now 
exists  on  private  lands,  or  to  create  a  larger  supply;  be- 
cause it  would  not  be  an  object  of  profit  to  them,  either 
to  save  or  to  cultivate  artificially  the  live  oak  tree  merely 
for  sale,  unless  the  prices  of  this  kind  of  timber  should 
become  mudi  bijgher,  or  the  common  cultivated  products 
of  the  soil  on  which  this  tree  is  indigenous,  should  become 
much  less  valuable. 

In  England,  the  lands  on  which  oak,  to  advantage,  can 
be  pbnted  or  reserved  for  profit  alone,  are  f^nerally  con- 
sidered such  as  could  not  yield,  in  cultivation  for  gnin» 
over  fourteen  shillings,  or  about  three  dollars  and  thirty- 
six  cents  rent  per  acre;  and  the  timber  must  sell,  standings 
at  the  rate  of  three  and  one-fiflh  shillings,  or  sevens-six 
cents  per  foot. 

The  bark  is  valuable  here  as  well  as  there;  but  tibe  lop- 
pings and  trimmings,  which  are  of  much  importance  there^ 
are  here  entirely  worthless.  Besides  this,  most  of  our  live 
oak  lands  cost  much  less  than  oak  lands  there,  are  less  bur- 
dened with  taze%  andt  when  dcarcd,  have  formerly 
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yielded  large  and  profitable  cro|M»  though  not  perhaps 
eqoalluig  the  Bnghah  gron  income  per  acre  under  the 
operation  of  her  corn  Jaws.  Furthermorey  the  five  oak 
timber  on  our  lands  has  often  so1d»  standing,  at  only  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  foot{  and,  ftom  the  eagerness  to  clear  and 
cultivate  rich  lands  in  a  new  country,  has  sometimes  been 
sold  at  ten  cents  per  foot.  Indeed,  purchasers,  when 
wanted,  are  sometunes  not  found  at  any  price,  and  the 
tree  is  then  either  girdled,  and  thus  destroyed,  or  cut 
and  consumed,  in  a  Uudable  eagerness  to  obtain  room  for 
cultivated  crops.  But  should  the  prices  of  cultivated 
crops  at  the  South  continue  to  fall,  as  during  a  few  years 
past,  and  should  the  prices  of  this  kind  of  timber  rise, 
then  it  will  be  seen  that  a  point  may  be  reached  where 
the  timber  crop  would  be  more  profitable  than  the  cotton 
or  sugar  crop,  and  not  till  then  will  the  live  oak  tree  be- 
come either  well  preserved,  or  well  reared  on  private 
lands. 

As  circumstances  now  are,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
most  of  the  live  oak  at  this  time  growing  on  private  lands, 
and  on  such  of  the  public  lands  as  may  hereafter  be  sold 
and  become  private,  (the  timber  on  them  not  being  so 
valuable  as  to  iostify  their  reservation,)  will,  as  fast  as 
the  country  shaU  become  generally  settled,  be  offered  in 
the  market  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  navy,  and  of  the 
merchant  service. 

Though  live  oak  trees  are  generally  either  in  detached 
hammocks,  or  very  sparsely  scattered  at  remote  distances 
over  the  regions  suitable  to  their  growth,  yet  the  whole 

J  quantity  of  timber  that  wiU,  in  the  above  manner,  be  of- 
ered  for  sale  from  private  lands,  must  probably  be  consi- 
derable for  some  years. 

^  Without  takine  the  isUnds  and  coasts  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  and  Texas,  into  the  following  computation, 
there  is  a  tract,  from  the  St.  Mary's  to  the  Sabme,  of  over 
1,300  miles  in  length,  and  about  30  in  width,  on  which, 
in  many  places,  the  live  oak  is  known  to  c^w  spontane- 
ously.    Of  more  than  seventeen  millions  of  acres  within 
that  tract,  individuals  are  now  supposed  to  own  nearly 
one  million.    In  ten  or  fifteen  years,  as  the  disputed  ti- 
tles become  setUed,  and  the  public  lands  not  reserved 
are  put  into  the  market,  individuals  will  probably  own  six 
or  eight  millions  of  acres.    Whatever  of  these  trees  may 
be  found  on  many  of  the  forest  parts  of  these  six  or  eight 
millions  of  acres,  though  generally  much  scattered,  and 
often  so  remote  from  water  transportation  as  to  be  of  lit- 
tle value,  and  what  few  may  be  obtained  from  other 
places,  before  enumerated*  must  furnish  all  the  estimated 
supply  from  private  lands.    Most  of  this  timber,  within 
our  own  limits,  may  be  deemed  secure  for  the  public  ser- 
▼ice  if  we  choose  to  purchase  it,  as  its  high  price,  in  the 
first  instance,  compared  with  that  of  other  timber,  beine 
about  treble  in  amount,  and  the  prejudices  or  supposed 
interests  existing  against  its  use  among  the  mechanics  en- 
gaged in  shipbuilding,  have  generally  prevented  its  very 
extensive  employment  in  the  construction  of  other  than 
public  vessels.    But  some  of  this  timber  growing  on  pri- 
vate lands  will  doubtiess  continue  to  be  worked  up  in  the 
merchant  service^  and,  as  the  owners  of  vessels  look  to 
their  remote  interests,  its  use,  in  this  way,  will  increase. 
Tn  general,  however,  it  will  not  be  of  the  most  valuable 
ancf  scarce  dimensions,  because,  whatever  may  become 
the  extent  of  its  use  here  in  private  vessels,  the  more 
abundant  the  small  and  cheaper  pieces,  not  suitable  for 
the  larMr  rates  of  public  vessels,  will  usually,  though  not 
invariably,  be  employed  for  private  ones. 

It  would  give  me  much  satisfaction  to  form  an  estimate 
on  which  perfect  reliance  could  be  placed  as  to  the  pre- 
cise number  of  years  this  supply,  which  we  may  obtain 
from  private  lands,  would  probably  meet  our  naval  wsnts; 
but  I  have  not  sufficient  diata  for  that  purpose.     A  siml 


out  artificial  cultivation,  suffice  to  supply  our  annual  de- 
mands, when  it  shall  become  necessary  or  expedient  to 
resort  to  that  source^ 

But  such  fiirther  information  as  I  have  been  able  to 
procure,  bearing  on  both  these  points,  it  is  deemed  pro* 
per  to  present,  m  order  that  Congress  may  have  embo* 
died,  in  one  document,  all  the  data  which  the  department 
possesses,  and  which  appears  entitied  to  some  considera- 
tion before  forming  any  thing  like  a  decisive  opinion  on 
those  interesting  points. 

A  table  was  prepared  in  A.  D.  1830,  of  all  the  live  oak 
timber  which,  before  A.  D.  1819,  in  a  small  part  of  I^our 
isiana,  and  before  A.  D.  1827,  in  South  Carolina,  Geor- 
gia, and  part  of  Bast  Florida,  had  been  examined  and  re- 
ported by  former  agents,  as  growing  on  either  public  or 
private  lands. 

The  quantity  in  that  small  part  of  Louisiana  was  com^ 
puted  at  350,000  feet.  The  quantity  in  the  other  places^ 
above  named,  was  computed  at  734,300  feet;  making  aa 
aggregate  of  1,084,200  cubic  feet.  But,  in  December, 
iMo,  the  navy  board  supposed  some  of  tiie  former,  and 
larg^  portions  of  the  latter,  had  been  removed.  Much  of 
the  latter  was  also  supposed  to  be  old  and  decayed.  ^  It 
will  be  seen,  likewbe,  tnat  most  of  the  latter  was  growing 
on  private  lands.  [Doc.  178  of  House  of  Reps,  in  Marchf 
1832,  pages  25,  26.]  In  February,  A.  D.  1831,  a  further 
table  was  prepared  from  the  reports  of  agents,  from  ac- 
tual examinations  in  West  Florida,  giving  a  result,  so  far 
as  then  examined  and  reported,  of  1,130,655  cubic  feet 
more. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  at  that  time,  supposed 
there  existed  on  both  public  and  private  lands,  which  had 
then  been  examined,  about  2,214^855,  cubic  feet.  [Rep. 
No.  102,  page  68.]  But  the  imperfection  of  all  the  ex- 
aminations which  had  been  made  in  East  Florida,  and  the 
absence  of  any  examinations  in  the  greater  part  of  West 
Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  most  of  Louisiana,  and 
the  ignorance  of  what  portions  grew  on  public,  and  what 
on  private  lands,  and  what  had  been  cut  and  removed 
from  either  since  former  examinations,  in  1819  and  1827, 
led  to  a  new  system  of  districts  and  agents,  whose  chief 
duties  were  to  make  a  further  and  fiiU  examination  and 
report  of  the  whole  live  oak  timber  which  might  be  found 
still  to  remain  on  lands  belonging  to  the  public,  and  of 
the  most  valuable  lots  of  this  Vind  of  timber  noticed  on 
private  lands.  The  result  of  those  examinations  and  re- 
ports, so  far  as  completed,  has  before  been  detailed. 
These  examinations  have  been  completed  in  the  third 
and  tiie  fourth  districts,  and  principally  in  the  fifth 
and  sixth  districts.  In  the  others,  extenuve  tracts  re- 
main yet  to  be  explored,  and  especiallv  in  the  first  di^ 
ti-ict,  between  Cape  Sable  and  Cape  Florida,  and  in  the 
western  part  of  the  seventh  district  It  is  represented 
that  large  quantities  of  valuable  live  oak  timber  exist  on 
the  pubuc,  and  some  on  private  lands,  in  those  regions 
which  have  not  yet  been  accuratelv  examined  by  the 
present  agents,  and  hence  are  not  included  in  the  tabular 
statements. 

In  the  seventh  district  there  are  known  to  be,  on  islands 
examined  in  1819,  many  trees  remaining,  but  not  yet  re- 
ported by  the  present  agent  for  that  districtt  and  on  other 
lands  similarly  situated,  a  further  number  seen,  and  esti- 
mated at  about  85,000,  in  A.  D.  1831,  by  one  of  our 
navy  officers. 

By  recurring  to  the  limits  of  the  several  districts,  as 
described  in  the  communication  from  this  department,  at 
the  hst  session,  [Doc  102,  F.  No.  2,]  and  as  hud  down 
on  the  map,  it  can  be  seen  what  parts  remain  to  be 
exanuned  by  the  present  agents.  It  is  probably  about 
one-third  of  the  whole. 
Taking,  then,  only  the  medium  estimated  quantity  of 


lar,  thourfi  not  so  ereat,  difficulty  exists  in  ascertaining  448,750  feet  of  timber,  examined  and  reportol  by  the 
how  loBg  the  timb^  growing  on  public  Unds  will,  with- 1  agents  as  remaining  on  private  lands,  withottt  mdnding 
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Georgia  or  South  Carolina,  or  way  aOowance  hr  tbe  one- 
third  not  yet  explored,  and  it  would,  if  all  procured  for 
the  navy,  supply  all  our  demands,  estimated  at  62,286 
feet  annually,  during  seven  or  eight  years.  Making  every 
reasonable  addition  to,  or  deduction  from,  the  above  es- 
timated Quantity,  and  every  due  allowance  for  such  por- 
tions of  that  quantitv  as  may  be  sold  to  the  merchant  ser- 
vice, and  for  any  other  considerations,  it  is  still  manifest, 
from  all  the  facts  before  us,  that  our  probable  annual 
wants  can,  for  some  years  to  come,  be  chiefly  supplied 
by  purchases  of  live  oak  timber  g^wing  on  private  lands. 
But  whenever  the  prices  of  this  kind  of  timber  shall  rise, 
80  as  to  indicate  a  great  scarcity  on  private  lands,  and  an 
unwillingness  or  inability,  even  at  those  prices,  in  indivi- 
duids,  either  to  preserve  or  to  cultivate  its  growth,  for 
sale,  fast  enough  to  meet  our  annual  demands,  I  think  it  will 
then  become  our  true  policy  to  permit  the  older  and 
ls^*ger  trees  to  be  removed,  for  the  public  use,  from  the 
public  lands.  Even  before  that  event,  those  trees  on  the 
public  lands  which  have  begun  to  decay,  or,  from  any 
<»use,  have  ceased  to  grow,  might  be  sold  advantage- 
ously to  the  contractors  in  aid  of  the  other  supplies  ob- 
tained, from  time  to  time,  from  private  sources. 

Should  a  removal,  in  this  way,  be  enough  to  satisfy  the 
balance  of  all  oar  annual  demands,  our  resources  would 
thus  continue  inexhaustible  for  many  years;  or  until  the 
private  sources  so  fail,  that  this  mode  of  cutting  from  the 
public  lands  will  not  furnish  a  sufiiciencv  for  the  balance. 
But  if  a  further  indiscriminate  removal  should  become  ne- 
cessary to  supply  the  full  amount  of  all  our  annual  de- 
mands, and  IT  we  take  as  correct  the  medium  estimated 
quantity  of  7,232,750  feet  of  timber,  examined,  and  re- 
ported by  these  agents  as  now  remaining  on  the  public 
lands,  without  including  any  allowance  for  what  may  be 
found  on  the  above  mentioned  one-third  of  these  lands  not 
yet  explored  by  them  in  some  of  the  districts,  that  Quan- 
tity would  supply  the  whole  extent  of  all  our  annual  de- 
mands, as  at  present  computed,  during  about  one  hundred 
and  sixteen  years  after  the  private  resources  entirely 
fiiil. 

But  it  would  hardly  be  found  necessary  or  judicious  to 
retain  the  whole  or  any  large  portion  of  the  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  public  land  in  the  live  oak  region,  in 
order  to  secure  the  whole  of  this  timber,  and  then  to 
resort  to  indiscriminate  cutting  for  a  supply  of  our 
wants,  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  tree  would  be  spon- 
taneously reproduced  on  so  larg^  a  tract,  as  soon  as  it 
again  would  be  wanted  for  use.  On  the  contrary,  it  has 
been  found  more  economical  and  useful  to  reserve  only 
auch  tracts  as  are  nearest  navigable  waters,  and  yield  the 
most  and  largest  trees  to  an  acre;  because  it  is  only  on 
such  tracts  that  the  value  of  the  timber,  when  standing, 
will  exceed  the  usual  price  of  the  land;  and  because 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  sufficiency  of  such  tracts  to  furnish 
all  our  demands  may  require,  can  probably  be  found 
within  the  live  oak  reckon,  and  will  not  include  more  than 
a  hundredth  part  of  it,  as  necessary  to  be  reserved,  ac- 
cording to  some  further  data  which  will  soon  be  pre- 
sented. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  a  different  course  from  that  of 
an  indiscriminate  removal  of  this  timber  from  the  public 
lands  reserved  would  seem  to  me  proper  when  private  re- 
sources shall  principally  fail.  Then  our  annual  demands 
may  have  become  increased  by  a  larger  force  in  commis- 
aon,  or  reduced  by  some  diminution  in  our  wants  of  timber 
for  frames  in  depot;  yet,  whether  larger  or  smaller,  should 
the  removal  from  the  public  lands  of  only  the  older  and  lar- 
ger trees,  and  of  those  which,  from  any  cause,  have  ceas- 
ed to  grow,  not  be  succeeded,  as  fast  as  our  demands  re- 
<}uire,  by  a  sufficient  supply,  through  the  careful  preserva- 
tion and  the  enlargement  of  the  younger  and  spontaneous 
growth  on  the  public  lands,  and  through  the  means  and 
enterprise  of  private  cultivators  of  the  live  oak,  it  will  then, 


in  my  opinion,  baeome  judicioos  not  to  cut  over  oar  owb  re- 
serrcd  lands  indiscriilimatdy,  unless  we  find  our  w»^ 
tions  prove  large  enough  to  reproduce,  in  due  season,  au 
the  timber  our  wants  may  then,  and  probably  in  future,  re- 
quire.   In  any  other  event  we  should,  to  avoid  exhaustinr 
our  supplies,  adopt  the  plan,  and  incur  the  expense  of 
artificial  planting,  thinning,  and  pruning,  so  far  as  may  be 
then  computed  necessary,  to  make  up  a  full  and  seasona- 
ble predion  for  all  our  necessities.     This  should,   of 
course,  be  done  in  atuations  on  the  reserved  pubfic  lands 
adjoining  navipd>le  waters,  and,  in  all  reroccts,  most  fa- 
vorable to  success.     If  we  ever  become  obliged  to  culti- 
vate tixis  tree  extenavely,  I  think  this  "  plan  or  system," 
pursued  in  the  manner  hereafter  detailed,  will,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  be  •«  bo* 
calculated  to  secure  to  the  nation  an  adequate  supplyoftfaii 
material."    In  appropriate  soil,  the  sprouts  from  the  roott 
and  stump  of  the  live  oak  are  found  to  be  very  numemis 
and  thrifty;  and  the  preservation  and  trimming  of  die  beA 
of  these  bid  fair,  from  experiments  already  made,  boA 
here  and  abroad,  to  succeed  better  than  the  transplanthig 
of  saplings,  or  the  planting  of  the  acorn,  in  the  place  when 
the  tree  is  intended  to  grow.    Should  the  sprouts  not  ve- 
getate spontaneously  in  situations  where  wantee^  then,  of 
course,  the  planting  of  the  acorn,  or  transplanting  of  sap- 
lings, would,  in  these  situations,  become  necessary.  From 
these  sprouts,  in  a  good  soil,  it  is  computed  that,  m  fifty 
years,  (about  th^  duration  of  tiie  live  oak  timber  m  a  ves- 
sel,) trees  will  ^ow  of  an  ample  size  for  shipbuilding; 
though  in  poorer  soil,  and  from  the  acorn,  seventy,  eighty, 
or  one  hundred  years,  might  be  necessary.     The  trees,  ai 
wanted  fur  uafe,  should  be  cut  and  removed  only  as  they 
reach  their  fall  sise,  or  are  found  too  thick  for  a  luro- 
riant  growth,  or  from  any  cause  have  ceased  to  be  thrifty. 
Experience  abroad  has  shown,  also^  that,  aiter  an  oak  tree 
has  ceased  growing,  though  it  may  remain  standing  for 
many,  and  tradition  says  of  some  abroad,  hundrwb  of 
years,  without  material  injury,  yet  it  is  more  economical, 
and  the  tree  is  better  for  naval  use,  if,  soon  after  it  has 
ceased  growing,  it  be  cut,  and  the  timber  placed,  first,  in 
dock,  and  afterwards  under  cover.     Such  trees  not  in- 
creasing in  rise  or  value,  might,  as  before  remarked, 
be  sold  to  advantage  to  contractors,  before  a  general 
resort  is  had  to  other  trees  on  the  public  lands,  and  their 
places  could  be  profitably  occupied  by  new  trees  spring- 
ing up,  and  annually  increasing  in  size  and  value. 

But,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the  committee  on 
live  oak,  of  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of  cutting  and 
depositing  timber  in  sheds  on  the  »«!  where  it  gTov% 
I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  cost  of  building  shcda  on  the 
ground  where  the  trees  are  cut,  [Doc.  No.  85,  Ho.  of 
Reps.  19th  Cong.  1st  sess.]  and  the  inconvenience,  in  an 
exigency,  of  not  having  our  depositcs  of  timber  at  the 
places  where  it  may  be  wanted  for  use,  that  the  best  po- 
licy will  be  to  remove  our  timber  to  the  latter,  coon  afier 
being  cut,  rather  than  to  put  it  in  depot  on  the  lands,  at  t 
distance  from  the  ship  yards  where  it  will  be  wanted 
for  use. 

From  twenty  to  thirty  trees  to  an  acre  are  as  many  as 
should  be  left  to  grow  to  mattirity.  They  are  seldca 
found  in  their  natural  state,  of  full  size,  with  half  that 
number  on  an  acre,  because  many  young  trees  get  de- 
stroyed by  various  means;  the  whole  soil,  in  any  one  acre, 
seldom  produces  the  live  oak  spontaneously,  and  trees  of 
different  species  are  often  found  intermingled  with  it- 

Another  mode  of  computation  may  serve  to  iBustrale 
our  sources  of  supply,  before  bein^  compelled  to  resort 
much  to  any  artificial  system  of  cultivation. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  our  whole  annual  demands 
have  been  estimated  at  about  62,286  feet;  and  this,  at  tlie 
medium  rate  before  mentioned,  of  50  feet  per  tree,  would 
require,  yearly,  1,245  trees;  and  at  only  20  trees  per  acre, 
or  half  the  proportion  allowed  of  English  oak,  in  artificial 
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{ilantations,  would  include  th/e  growth  of  63  acres  annual- 
Yi  and  calculating  75,  the  average  between  fifty  and  a 
hundred  ycara,  as  necessary  to  reproduce  the  live  oak 
after  once  cut  down»  it  would  take  only  4,640  acres  to 
meet  our  whole  annual  demand  of  live  oak  in  aU  future 
lime,  at  the  present  size  of  our  force  afloat,  and  on  our 
present  policy  in  providing  for  its  g^radual  improvement. 
But  this  estimate  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  sufficiently  large 
as  regurds  the  number  of  acres  which  may  probably  be 
required,  in  their  natural  condition,  to  supply  all  our 
wants  of  live  oak  timber. 

From  the  peculiar  character  of  the  growth  of  the  live 
oak  in  detached  hammocks  or  trees,  and  from  our  system 
of  surveys  into  only  sections,  halves,  and  quarters,  the 
lands  hitherto  reserved  on  account  of  their  live  oak  tim- 
ber do  not  generally  contun  over  two  trees  to  an  acre, 
on  an  average;  and,  in  very  few  cases,  are  there  oyer  five 
full  grown  and  sound  live  oak  trees  on  an  acre,  taking  the 
whole  of  any  one  resen'ation.  [No.  103,  page  80,  Feb. 
1831,  rep.  in  Ho.  of  Reps.]  Considering,  then,  that  two 
such  trees  to  an  acre,  in  the  manner  of  its  natural  growth, 
and  of  one  reservation,  is  a  more  correct  estimate  than 
twenty;  and  that,  in  such  case,  fifty  feet  to  a  tree,  the 
medium  computation,  may  not  be  too  high,  but  rather  be- 
low than  above  the  truth,  as  to  the  size  of  this  monarch  of 
the  forest,  and  allowing  the  largest  time  of  a  hundred 
years  for  a  tree  to  reach  maturity,  it  would  only  remiire 
us  to  reserve,  in  all,  63,386  acres  to  enable  us  hereafter, 
without  the  purchase  of  more  trees  or  more  lands,  to  have 
an  inexhaustible  source  of  supply  of  this  important  mate- 
rial for  a  navy  not  larger  than  our  present  establishment. 
Computing  only  30  feet  to  a  tree,  the  smallest  estimate, 
and  the  number  of  acres  should  be  increased  to  155,710. 
Computing  80  feet  to  a  tree,  the  krgest  estimate,  and  the 
number  of  acres  would  be  reduced  to  38,900. 

In  order  to  meet  the  contingencies  and  injuries  from 
fires,  depredations,  and  other  causes,  and  especially  from 
the  probable  failure,  hereafter,  of  our  title  to  some  of  the 
lands  reserved,  it  may  be  judicious  to  reserve,  in  all,  at 
least,  160,000  acres  of  live  oak  timber  land,  which  will 
be  nearly  three  per  cent,  more  than  the  largest  number 
of  acres  I  have  before  estimated,  and  60  per  cent,  above 
the  quantity  deemed  probably  sufficient  or  necessary  for 
our  present  demands,  and  present  policy  as  to  gradual 
improvement.  Pursuing  this  course,  should  we  hereafter 
find  that  we  have  a  large  surplus  of  timber,  some  of  the 
reservations  ascertained  to  be  least  valuable  for  their 
live  oak  can  be  sold  to  advantage  for  cultivation;  and  if 
both  lands  and  timber  should  rise  much  in  value,  still  fur- 
ther and  profitable  sales  could  be  made  of  the  lands  as  the 
timber  is  removed  from  them.  In  this  event,  or  in  case 
of  our  demands  for  live  oak  becoming  likely  to  be  much 
enlarged  at  any  future  time,  artificial  cultivation  could  be 
resorted  to  on  the  best  reserved  lands  left,  so  as  easily  to 
increase,  in  due  season,  double  and  quadruple  their  na- 
tural produce  of  live  oak  trees  to  the  acre. 

We  have  already  reserved,  within  a  few  years,  67,417 
acres  of  live  oak  lands,  and  on  the  most  liberal  esti- 
mate, as  to  a  sufficiency,  in  their  natural  state,  should  re- 
serve less  than  100,000  acres  more,  to  supply,  forever, 
all  that  may  be  required  by  the  demands  and  policy  be- 
fore mentioned. 

More  than  this  further  quantity  has  already  been  re- 
commended by  the  agents  for  reservation,  on  account  of 
the  valuable  growth  on  it  of  live  oak,  and  most  of  which 
has  not  yet  been  reserved,  in  consequence  of  its  not  hav- 
ing yet  been  surveyed.  The  19,000  acres  reserved  long 
ago  as  1819,  in  Louisiana,  and  not  ret  re-ezaminedf  may 
be  found  still  so  covered  with  timber  as  to  justify  a  re- 
liance upon  that  as  a  paK  of  the  further  Quantity  needed. 
[Doc.  178,  in  March,  1833,  pages  35  and  36.  Rep.  No. 
102,  page  71,  February,  1831.] 

In  England,  it  has  been  computed  that  only  103,600 


acres,  in  artificial  cultivation,  would  be  necessary  to  sup- 
ply the  whole  wants,  in  oak  timber,  of  their  vast  naval 
establishment.  But,  to  draw  anv  just  comparison,  it  must 
be  noticed  that  oak  is  understood  to  be  about  three-fourths^ 
instead  of  one-fourth,  of  the  whole  timber  used  by  them  in 
the  construction  of  public  vessels;  that  their  computation 
of  103,600  acres  rests  on  the  estimate  of  40  inst^  of  two 
trees  to  an  acre,  and  allows  only  90  instead  of  100  years 
for  the  full  growth  of  a  tree;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
calculates  the  size  of  the  tree  but  fort^-five  feet  on  an 
average,  and  the  duration  of  a  vessel  in  commission  at 
only  twelve  and  a  half,  instead  of  twenty,  or  forty,  and 
perhaps  fifty  years,  and  estimates  that  one-quarter  of  their 
annual  wants  will  be  supplied  by  prize  ships.  Should  we 
be  able  to  reserve  or  pundiase,  and  then  cultivate  artifi- 
cially, other  lands,  with  the  like  number  of  other  kinds  of 
timber  trees  per  acre,  and  of  the  like  size  and  durability 
with  those  in  the  estimates  in  England,  we  should  need 
only  about  15,000  acres  of  other  than  live  oak  lands  for 
all  our  present  naval  wants  in  other  kinds  of  timber.  Or, 
if  all  parts  of  our  vessels  were  built  of  like  materials  with 
theirs,  we  should  need,  in  artificial  cultivation,  only  about 
twen^  thousand  acres,  to  furnish  a  constant  and  durable 
supply  of  all  kinds  of  timber  for  our  navy  afloat,  while 
we  continue  to  pursue  the  policy  before  mentioned  as  to 
its  size  and  improvement.  This  is  a  ratio  of  about  one- 
eighth  of  what  IS  computed  to  be  wanted  in  England,  of 
allkinds  of  naval  timber,  from  all  sources.  These  con- 
siderations strengthen  my  conviction,  that  the  above  esti- 
mate, in  respect  to  our  proper  amount  of  reservations  of 
live  oak  timber  land,  is  ample  for  our  wants  as  at  present 
existing,  or  soon  contemplated.  But  the  extent  of  our 
reservations  already  made,  and  able  to  be  made  hereafter, 
as  our  surveys  are  extended,  will  probably  enable  us  easi- 
ly to  enlarge  the  quantity,  to  any  amount,  which  other 
persons  may,  from  these  or  any  different  data,  deem  es- 
sential. 

At  the  same  time  I  am  fiilly  convinced  that,  whenever 
we  reach  a  condition  rendering  artificial  cultivation  neces- 
sary for  a  full  supply  of  our  reasonable  wants  in  live  oak 
timber,  whether  sooner  or  later  than  seems  probable  from 
any  data  furnished  in  this  report,  the  expense  of  that  kind 
of  cultivation,  to  the  full  extent  requisite  to  furnish  that 
supply,  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  deter  us  from  under- 
taking it,  because  I  consider  live  oak  timber  as  invalu- 
able for  frames  in  naval  architecture;  and  a  supply  of  tiiat, 
or  any  good  substitute,  from  abroad,  would  not  only  ren- 
der us  dependent  in  so  essential  an  article  for  national 
safety,  but  become  very  precarious  when  most  needed  in 
war,  and  be  much  more  costly  than  the  artificial  cultiva- 
tion of  tlie  live  oak  tree  on  our  own  soil,  where  it  is  indi- 
genous and  luxuriant.  Besides  the  independence  which 
would  be  thus  secured  for  one  strong  support  of  one  g^eat 
arm  of  our  country's  defence,  we  would  not  appear  to  de- 
part, as  facts  now  are,  ftt)m  a  maxim  in  political  econo- 
my, generally  sound,  to  obtain  all  our  supplies  <*of  the 
best  quality,  and  at  the  lowest  prices>''  woether  at  home 
or  abroad.  The  live  oak  is  a  supply  '<  of  the  best  quali- 
ty," because  it  is  superior  in  strength,  resistance,  and 
hardness,  to  the  celebrated  British  oak,  which  forms  «the 
wooden  walls"  of  England.  It  is,  when  used  for  frames, 
much  more  durable  than  that,  or  even  cedar,  which  the 
ancients  called  *'  the  everlasting  wood,"  and  in  some  quali- 
ties surpasses  the  teak  of  India,  which  is  confessedly  the 
best  timber,  for  the  greatest  number  or  variety  of  na^ 
purposes,  tliat  the  research  of  man  has  yet  discovered.  It 
IS  a  supply  at  the  *' lowest  prices,"  also;  because  British 
oak,  it  we  could  obtain  that,  would  probably  cost  now,  at 
the  port  of  exportation,  exclusive  of  freight  here,  aboat 
four  diiUings,  or  ninety-six  cents  per  foot,  when  die  live 
oak  costs,  delivered  here,  only  about  130  cents  per  foot, 
on  an  average;  and  will  last  twice,  if  not  thrice  as  long, 
and  require  only  about  one-third  as  much  for  annual  re- 
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pain.  Oar  own  white  oak>  at  40  centa  per  foot,  eoold 
probably  be  lud  in  conaideTable  quantities  for  frames  of 
Tesselsf  but  it  is  somewhat  less  durable  than  the  British 
oak,  and  is,  obTiouslyy  for  that  reason,  coupled  with  the 
Increased  expense  for  labor  as  weU  as  materials,  in  fre- 
quent repairs  and  rebuil(fing,  much  less  economical  than 
the  live  oak.  The  teak,  procursble  sometimes  in  Africa, 
but  chiefly  in  India,  and  there  at  orer  half  the  price  of 
our  lire  oak,  would  not,  with  profit,  bear  the  Ion;  trans- 
portation to  this  country,  as  it  will  not  firom  India  to  Eng*- 
nnd,  except  when  mtule  up  into  vessels,  and  earning 
freight. 

'Aese  compaxisons  are  made  on  existing^  prices;  but 
should  the  present  rates  vary  much  hereafter  at  home,  the 
change  may,  or  mar  not,  extend  in  a  like  ratio  to  prices 
abroad,  when  it  ahail  hereafter  become  necessaij  to  cul- 
tirate  the  live  oak,  or  to  seek  a  substitute;  and,  or  course, 
the  influence  of  this  consideration,  as  respects  the  lowest 
prices,  cannot  now  be  calculated  accurately  for  any  pe- 
riod except  the  present  one. 

Besides  the  reasons  abore  suggested  acpinst  any  depend- 
ence on*  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  so  important  an  arti- 
cle, or  any  known  substitute  for  it,  and  eren  aniinst  an 
entire  dependence  for  either  of  them,  on  the  foresight 
and  enterprise  of  indiriduals  at  home,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  deficiendes  during  one  or  a  few  years  in 
other  naTsl  materials,  such  as  iron,  copper,  cordage,  can- 
Tas,  &c.,  however  happeninj^,  can,  in  general,  be  soon 
remedied  by  a  larger  production  or  manufacture;  but  de- 
ficiencies in  this  kind  of  timber  cannot  be  remedied  by 
Iiroducinr  more  in  a  shorter  period  than  one-half  or  three- 
burths  of  a  century;  and  hence  it  becomes  an  object  of 
sreat  public  moment  to  make  or  ensure  a  suitable  and  in- 
dependent provision  long  beforehand,  of  an  article  so  ne- 
cessary, and  so  entirely  within  our  own  resources. 

Of  the  success  of  the  above  mode  of  artificial  cultiva- 
tion, or  of  the  mode  from  the  acorn,  or  by  transplanting, 
I  entertain  no  doubt,  should  it  ever  become  necessary  to 
resort  to  ei^er  of  them.  Some  experiments  in  this  coun- 
try with  the  Uve  oidt.,  in  the  first  and  last  modes,  have 
terminated  favorably;  and  in  France  and  Spain,  as  well 
as  in  England,  many  trials,  chiefly  of  a  roecies  of  white 
oak,  ana  for  naval  purposes,  have,  on  a  large  scale,  and 
in  all  of  these  modes,  proved,  in  various  degrees,  success- 
ftil.  When,  between  1794  and  1813,  timber  rose  gradu- 
ally in  England  from  £3  and  4,  from  which  it  had  not 
essentially  varied  during  a  century,  to  £B  and  10  per  load, 
the  attention  of  Government,  as  well  as  of  individuUs,  be- 
came more  directed  to  its  artificial  cultivation.  The  Go- 
vernment, which,  in  1793,  had  refused  to  set  apart  and 
plant  in  all,  for  future  public  use,  100,000  acres,  then  re- 
commended by  the  commissioners  of  woods  and  forests, 
had,  within  a  few  years  previous  to  1813,  planted  16,000 
acres  more  than  they  before  cultivated  for  timber.  Af- 
ter the  increase  of  their  navy  towards  the  close  of  the  16th 
century,  and  after  the  great  destruction  of  timber  about 
the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  partly  arising  from  in- 
creased wants,  and  parUv  from'a  oiminutton  in  that  reve- 
rence, which  had  been  almost  Druidical,  for  the  oak  in 
forests,  parks,  and  ornamental  borders,  they  found  a 
great  scarcity  coromencinr,  and  large  plantations  were 
made,  chiefly  under  the  advice  of  Evelyn,  given  on  ap- 
plication of  "the  principal  officers  and  commissioners  of 
the  navy." 

The  trees  on  these  phmtations  having  reached  maturity, 
had  been  chiefly  cut  down  before  A.  D.  1811.  It  is  said 
that  when  the  new  plantations  were  made  about  181 1,  aU  the 
old  public  forests  and  plantations  had  not  yielded,  for  many 
years,  50,000  feet  annually.  In  A.  D.  1839,  they  added  to 
their  plantations  3,700  more  acres^  and  had,  in  all,  for  the 


growth  of  navv  timber,  in  Pebruarr  1831,  about  5^S53 
acres  of  pubfic  land.  [13  v.,  Piraamentary  aceounts^ 
830  page.] 

But  tiie  resources  to  be  derived  from  these  new  eflVirts 
by  the  Government,  commencing  about  1809,  could  not 
be  available  to  any  great  extent,  under  half  a  century 
more,  and  in  the  mean  time  supplies  were  to  be  drawn 
chiefljT  from  private  lands  at  home,  and  from  fbreiga  im- 
portations. Importations  from  1760  to  1788,  had  ccmsti- 
tuted  about  one-tenth  of  tiie  whole  consumption  in  tfaeir 
navy,  and  in  1803  they  had  become  about  one-lbuxtiL 
From  1813  to  1819,  the  average  consumption  of  ford^ 
timber  for  all  purposes,  increased  so  as  to  be  one-tiiSd 
larger  than  it  had  been  from  1799  to  1811,  [Beport  oo 
Foreipi  Trade,  1839,  appendix  153,]  and  frcHn  1830  to 
1830  it  nearly  doubled  in  amount.  [ParEamentaiy  de- 
bates in  1831,  pages  456,  566,  883.] 

These  great  supplies  from  abroad,  sometimes  fhnn  Bn- 
zil,  and  sometimes  ftom  Africa  and  the  Adriatic,  tfaoa|h 
ofltener  from  the  Baltic  and  America,  have  not  oinly  evs- 
ced  the  extent,  the  excellence,  and  variety  of  Engfish  ^^ 
souroes  abroad,  and  part  of  them  in  her  own  dependen- 
cies, but  have  contributed,  with  the  high  price  orbutd  m 
England,  tiie  great  incidental  expenses  or  nansgnig  their 
forests  and  plantations,  the  long  time  for  the  ask  to  reach 
maturity,  and  the  reduced  prices  of  timber  fitxn  sach  large 
importations,  to  check  somewhat  the  &Torable  opinions 
generally  entertained  there  towards  the  continuance  of  t 
system  of  artificial  cultivation  by  the  Government.  la- 
deed,  some  persons  have  lately  proposed  an  entire  aban- 
donment of  it,  and  a  sale  of  the  umos  for  clearing  and  or- 
dinarv  cultivation,  as  better  comporting  with  ccoBoaif , 
and  the  probable  fiicilities  of  obtaining  sufficient  and  dieap 
supplies  in  future  fit>m  other  sources.  [Mathewi,  A 
pagis*  on  naval  timber.]  But  our  situation,  as  to  live  oak 
and  live  oak  lands,  as  well  as  other  sources  of  supply, 
are,  and  hereafter  may  be,  very  different  from  that  d 
England. 

The  f^wth  of  live  oak  is,  in  a  {^reat  measure,  thoogb 
not  entirely,  conned  to  our  own  country,  and  none  of 
our  supplies  have  ever  yet  been  obtained  abroad.  Tbe 
superior  quality  of  this  timber  prevents  our  procuring 
abroad,  at  any  reasonable  expense,  a  useful  substitute; 
and  a  state  of  war,  from  reasons  very  obvious  to  most  per- 
sons, would  affect  and  impair  any  foreign  supply  we  might 
seek,  much  more  than  it  would  that  of  Bi^gniid,  while 
the  condition  of  our  live  oak  soU,  owned  by  individuals, 

{jrevents  the  hope  of  their  making  any  effort  at  unj  thing 
ike  the  present  prices,  to  preserve  or  rear,  as  ia  oftea 
done  abroad,  a  domestic  supply  beyond  tiie  timber  nov 

E 'owing.  The  low  price  and  great  abundance  of  oar  public 
nds,  on  which  the  live  oak  tree  spontaneously  thrive^ 
will  probably  enable  the  Government  long  to  obtain  from 
them  a  sufficiency  to  meet  all  our  demanos  for  it,  without 
much  attention  to  its  artificial  increase,  and,  in  any  eveat, 
to  cultivate  it  so  fiur  as  at  any  future  period  may  be  firaad 
necessary,  at  an  expense  comparatively  small. 

But  on  tbe  facts  and  estimates  herewith  submitted,  ia- 
perfect  and  inaccurate  in  many  respects,  yet  as  little  soai 
practicable,  I  can  aee,  in  order  to  secure  for  our  navr, 
while  of  its  present  size,  an  adequate  supply  of  Eve  oek 
timber,  no  occasion,  at  Uiis  time,  either  to  make  furtber 
purchftMS  of  private  lands  on  which  this  tree  pows,  or  to 
carry  the  artificial  cultivation  of  it  on  any  of  the  pobie 
Unds,  beyond  what  has  already  been  attempted. 

With  much  respect, 

VEYl  WOODBUHT. 
To  the  3rxAKxmV/Ac  A.  ofS^. 
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Meataee  from  the  President  of  the  UnUed  States,  returning 
to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  the  hiU  entitled  <<  JSn 
act  providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  States 
for  interest  on  advtmces  to  the  United  StcUes,  made  dur- 
ing the  last  war,'^  with  his  objections  thereto. 

WASHnroToiTy  December  6,  1832. 
Ih  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  ayail  mysetf  of  this  early  opportunity  to  return  to  the 
Senate,  in  which  it  orig^inated,  the  bill  entitled  *<  An  act 
providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  States  for 
interest  on  advances  to  the  United  States*  made  during 
the  last  war,"  with  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  with- 
hold my  approbation,  in  consequence  of  which  it  has  fail- 
ed to  become  a  law. 

This  bill  was  presented  to  me  for  my  signature  on  the 
last  day  of  your  session,  and  when  I  was  compelled  to  con- 
sider a  variety  of  other  bilb  of  greater  urgency  to  the 
public  service.  It  obviously  embraced  a  principle,  in  the 
allowance  of  interest,  different  from  that  which  haid  been 
ianctioned  by  the  practice  of  the  accounting  officers,  or 
>y  the  previous  legislation  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  ad- 
irances  by  the  States,  and  without  any  apparent  grounds 
for  the  change. 

Previously  to  giving  my  sanction  to  so  great  an  exten- 
sion of  the  practice  of  allowing  interest  upon  accounts 
vith  the  Government,  and  which,  in  its  consequences,  and 
rom  analogy,  might  not  only  call  for  large  payments  from 
he  ti'easury,  but  disturb  the  great  mass  of  individual  ac- 
:ounts  long  since  finally  settled,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
nake  a  more  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject  than 
t  was  possible  for  me  to  do  previously  to  the  close  of  your 
ast  session.  I  adopted  this  course  the  more  readily,  from 
he  consideration  Uiat,  as  the  bill  contained  no  appropri- 
ition,  the  States  which  would  have  been  entitled  to  claim 
ts  benefits,  could  not  have  received  them  without  the 
tiller  legislation  of  Congress. 

The  principle  which  this  bill  authorizes  varies  not  only 
rom  the  practice  uniformly  adopted  by  many  of  the  ac- 
lounting  officers  in  the  case  of  individual  accounts,  and 
n  those  of  the  States  finally  settled  and  closed  previously 
0  your  last  session,  but  also  from  that  pursued  under  the 
ct  of  your  last  session  for  the  adjustment  and  settlement 
f  the  claims  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  This  last  act 
trescribed  no  particular  mode  for  the  allowance  of  inte- 
est,  which,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the  directions 
if  Congress  in  previous  cases,  and  with  Uie  uniform  prac- 
ice  of  the  Auditor  by  whom  the  account  was  settled,  was 
omputed  on  the  sums  expended  by  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and 
^hich  had  been  repaid  to  the  State;  and  the  payments 
lade  by  the  United  States  were  deducted  from  the  prin- 
ipal  sums,  exclusive  of  the  interest,  thereby  stopping 
iture  interest  on  so  much  of  the  principal  as  had  been 
eimbursed  by  the  payment. 

I  deem  it  proper,  moreover,  to  observe  that,  both  un- 
cr  the  act  of  the  5th  of  August,  1790,  and  tliat  of  the 
2th  of  February,  1793,  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the 
ccounts  between  the  United  States  and  the  individual 
tates,  arising  out  of  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  inte- 
ist  on  those  accounts  was  computed  in  conformity  with 
le  practice  already  adverted  to,  and  from  which  the  bill 
ow  returned  is  a  departure. 

With  these  reasons  and  considerations,  I  return  the  bill 
)  the  Senate.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 


'/I  act  providing  for  the  Anal  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
Slates  for  interest  on  advances  to  the  United  States,  made 
during  the  last  war. 

Be  itinaeted,  &c.,  That,  in  ascertaining  the  amount  due 
y  the  United  States  to  any  State  for  advances  made  by  said 
tate  for  the  UnUcd  P.t.v.cs,  during  the  late  war,  interest 
lall  be  allowed  and  paid  on  the  whole  amount  of  the  prin- 
ipal  sums  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  refunded  by  the 


United  States,  from  the  time  the  same  was  advanced  by  the 
States,  respectively,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  refund* 
ed  as  aforesaid;  the  sums  refunded  from  time  to  time  beinar 
first  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  interest  accrued 
at  the  time  such  sum  was  refiinded,  and  the  balance,  af* 
ter  satisfying  the  interest  due,  shall  be  applied  to  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  principal;  and  that,  for  interest  actu« 
ally  pud  by  the  States  for  money  borrowed  by  them,  and 
applied  to  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  same  rate  of 
interest  shall  be  paid  to  each  of  the  States  as  such  States 
shall  have  paid.     , 

A.  STEVENSON, 

speaker  of  the  Ho.  of  Eeps* 

LITT'N  W.  TAZEWELL, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern. 
1  certify  that  this  act  did  originate  In  the  Senate. 

WALTER  LOWRIE,  Secretary, 


Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  relation 
to  the  Consular  Establishment  of  the  United  States. 

Washihotof,  March  2,  1833. 

7h  the  Senate: 

1  transmit,  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Se- 
nate, a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to 
the  consular  establishment  of  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


7b  the  President  of  the  United  States.- 

Sib:  The  report  which  you  directed  to  be  made  on  the 
consular  system  of  the  United  States,  has  hitherto  been 
delayed,  from  the  desire  of  laying  before  Congress  all  the 
fisicts  and  observations  necessary  to  a  proper  course  of 
legislation  on  a  subject  so  important  to  our  commercial 
interests.  These  could  only  be  procured  from  distant 
and  various  sources;  and  it  was  soon  found,  from  the 
course  of  public  business,  that  no  final  action  could  be  ex- 
pected on  a  subject  in  which  such  a  variety  of  opinion 
was  to  be  expected,  at  this  session,  when  other  objects 
seemed  to  engross  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  Even 
at  this  late  day,  the  information  1  expected  is  far  from  be- 
ing complete;  and  additional  facts  may  perhaps  induce 
different  deductions  before  the  subject  can  be  finally  acted 
upon.  In  the  mean  time,  what  is  now  presented,  m  obe- 
dience to  your  direction,  may  show  the  mconveniences  of 
our  present  system,  if  one  it  may  be  called;  prove  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  change;  and,  by  presenting  the  several 
remedies  for  the  evil  that  have  occurred  to  me,  perhaps 
indicate  one  that  may  receive  th6  sanction  of  legislative 
wisdom. 

To  a  nation  essentially  commercial  like  the  United 
States,  the  consular  fiinctions  are  highly  important,  and 
ought  to  be  strictly  defined.  They  are  performed  in  a 
foreign  country,  often  in  collision  with  the  officers  of  the 
nation  in  which  they  are  placed;  and  therefore  public  as 
well  as  private  interests  are  put  in  jeopardy  by  their 
errors  or  faults.  Frequently,  commissioned  to  reside  in 
countries  where  there  is  no  public  minister  of  their  coun- 
try, they  are  forced,  in  defence  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
to  assume,  occasionally,  diplomatic  power,  by  addressing 
themselves  directly  to  the  Government:  without  proper  in- 
structions given  them  by  law,  they  may  do  this  unadvised- 
ly, or  indiscreetly,  and  thus  involve  their  country  in  diffi- 
culties and  disputes. 

In  the  various  acts  they  are  called  on  to  perform  in  re- 
lation to  the  commerce  of  their  fellow-citizens,  they  may 
assume  powers  injurious  to  their  interests,  or  refuse  to 
act,  from  ignorance  of  their  duty,  where  the  case  would 
seem  to  require  it.  In  most  of  these  circumstances,  they 
liave  no  legal  adviser,  and  no  rule  prescribed  by  law  to 
guide  them  in  the  delicate  and  important  questions  that 
are  continually  calling  for  their  decision.  At  home  every 
officer  is  surroundedVith  the  means  of  obtiiiuDg  infonna- 
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tion  and  advice;  yet,  at  home,  erery  officer  has  his  duties 
prescribed  and  marked  out  by  law.  Abroad,  an  officer 
IS  entnisted  with  the  most  important  function,  out  of  the 
reach  of  control  or  advice;  is  left  with,  comparatively,  no 
written  rules  for  his  guidance.  In  tiieir  absence,  he  fre- 
quently puts  such  construction  on  his  powers  as  best 
suits  his  mterest,  and  avoids  taking  any  responsibility  that 
is  not  forced  upon  him*  No  written  rule  being  given  to 
which  the  merchant  or  the  ship  master  can  r^fer  in  his  trans- 
actions with  the  consul^  constant  bickerings  are  the  result, 
injurious  to  the  interest  of  trade,  and  the  reputation  of 
the  country.  This  might,  in  a  great  measure,  be  avoided 
by  laws  defining  the  rights  and  duties  of  consuls,  establish- 
ing a  table  of  fees  for  ueir  services,  and  prescribing  clear- 
ly the  duties  of  American  masters,  mariners,  and  mer- 
chants, in  relation  to  their  consuls  in  foreign  ports.  In 
all  this  our  present  system  is  wofuUy  deficient.  Two  or 
three  mea^^  laws,  and  an  equivocal  reference  to  the 
laws  of  nations,  with  some  usages  of  uncertain  authority, 
and  difTering  in  difierent  ports,  being  the  only  guides  af- 
forded the  parties  interested,  so  that  officers  most  desirous 
of  restraining  themselves  within  the  bounds  of  doty,  and 
of  doing  all  that  it  requires,  know  not  how  to  conform  to 
laws  of  which  they  are  ignorant,  whilst  those  of  looser 
principles  find  in  this  uncertainty  the  means  of  vexatious 
extortion. 

The  first  law  on  the  subject  was  passed  on  the  14th  day 
of  April,  in  the  year  1793;  and  its  principal  object  was, 
as  the  title  of  the  biU  imports,  to  five  effect  to  the  consu- 
lar convention  with  France.  It,  however,  contains  some 
general  provisions,  which,  since  the  French  convention 
has  been  annulled,  have  formed  the  groundwork  of  our 
consular  system.  These  provisions  extend  only  to  the 
authority  ^ven  to  consuls  to  receive  protests  and  declara- 
tions; to  give  copies  under  the  consulate  seal;  to  settle  the 
affairs  of  American  citizens  who  shall  die  within  the  con- 
sulate; to  secure  propertv  saved  from  wrecks;  to  provide 
for  the  deposite  of  the  ship's  papers;  and  to  affond  relief 
to  destitute  American  seamen.  These  are  the  subjects  in 
relation  to  which  specific  duties  are  assigned  by  the  law 
above  mentioned,  and  another  passed  28th  February, 
1803;  but  more  enlarged  general  and  undefined  powers 
are  given  bv  the  9th  section,  which  enacts  that  the  <*  spe- 
cification of  certain  powers  and  duties  to  be  performed 
by  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  shall  not  be  construed  to  the 
exclusion  of  others  resulting  from  the  nature  of  their  ap- 
pointments, or  any  treaty  or  convention  under  which  they 
may  act." 

These  are  all  the  statutory  provisions  on  this  important 
subject;  a  bare  perusal  of  which  will  show  how  many 
points  are  left  unprovided  for.  Among  these,  that  which 
creates  the  most  frequent  cause  of  misunderstanding  be- 
tween the  consuls  and  masters  of  vessels,  is  the  want  of  a 
bill  of  fees  extending  to  all  the  acts  which  a  consul  may 
be  called  on  to  perform. 

The  general  reference  to  powers  and  duties  resulting 
from  the  nature  of  the  appointment,  is  also  the  source  of 
much  difficulty.  No  instructions  having  yet  been  given, 
either  by  the  Leg^lative  or  Executive  Department,  to 
define  these  powers,  or  to  define  their  powers,  or  to  pre- 
scribe the  compensation  to  be  given  for  the  exercise  of 
those  duties  thus  indefinitely  alluded  to,  the  consul  is  left 
in  the  one  case  to  the  exercise  of  his  own,  often  very  im- 
perfect, knowledge  of  the  general  duties  of  his  office; 
and,  in  the  other,  to  the  estimate  he  may  form  of  the  value 
of  his  services. 

A  more  precise  designation  of  the  duties  of  consuls  is 
therefore  of  the  first  necessity;  and  if  the  system  of  com- 
pensation by  fees  should  be  persevered  in,  it  would  re- 
quire a  more  particular  table  of  those  which  ought  to  be 
received. 

The  first,  as  far  as  the  powers  of  Uie  department  could 
extend,  has  been  attempted  by  the  circular  instructions 


annexed  to  this  report;  but  legislative  action  leems  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  extend  the  powers  where  they  are 
deemed  inadequate,  or  to  restrict  them  where  they  may 
be  supposed  to  be  too  extensive. 

The  subject  of  compensation  is  one  that  has  engaged 
my  close  attention  since  I  have  had  the  direction  of 
the  department,  and  I  have  no  hentation  in  giving  a 
decided  opinion  that  the  exaction  of  fees  has  been  the 
source  of  misunderstanding  between  our  consuls  and  the 
masters  of  vessels,  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  the  coun- 
try; that  it  is  degrading  to  the  officer  who  is  obliged  to 
wrangle  for  them,  is  unequal  in  its  ooerations,  oppres- 
sive to  our  commerce,  and  ought  either  to  be  wholly 
abolished,  or  so  mod'ffied  as  to  make  the  operation  of  the 
system  more  equal,  by  apportioning  the  amount  to  the 
size  of  the  vessel,  or,  if  possible,  to  the  value  of  the  cargo. 

But  I  cannot  avoid  expressing  the  opinion  that  these 
officers,  like  all  otiiers,  should  be  compensated  b^  sd& 
quate  sakries,  and  should  be  prevented  from  engaging  la 
commerce.     According  to  the  present  system,  our  con- 
suls, with  very  few  exceptions,  are  commission  merchants^ 
anxious,  like  all  other  merchants,  to  increase  their  bua- 
ness  and  obtain  consignments.    In  many,  perhaps  in  tbc 
greater  number  of  cases,  the  place  is  sou^t  for  chiefly  for 
the  advantagre  and  the  influence  it  will  give  to  extend  the 
commercial  affairs  of  the  officer.     Can  it  be  believed  that 
this  official  influence  will  always  be  properly  exer^sed^ 
When  it  is,  will  not  contrary  suspicions  be  entertained^ 
This  must  create  jealousy,  detraction,  and  all  the  arts  that 
rivalshlp  will  exercise  and  provoke,  amidst  which  the  dig- 
nity of  the  public  officer  is  degraded,  and  his  influence 
with  the  foreign  functionaries  lost.    The  consul  at  lesst, 
therefore,  if  not  the  vice  consul,  ought  to  be  salaried  offi- 
cers.    They  will  never,  then,  by  their  oountiTmen,  be 
suspected  of  acting  towards  them  as  their  commercial 
Interest,  not  as  their  duty,  requires;  and  their  complaints 
in  behalf  of  their  fellow-citizens  will  be  attended  to,  be- 
cause they  will  not  be  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  advocat- 
ing their  own  interest;  consular  offices  would  no  longer 
be  held  in  counting-houses,  nor  the  consul  himself  called, 
from  defending  the  cause  of  an  injured  American  citizen, 
to  sell  a  barrel  of  sugar,  or  to  despatch  the  setUement  of 
an  account.     All  fees  paid  to  public  officers  are  taxes; 
fees  to  consuls  are  taxes  on  commerce.    Are  such  taxes, 
in  the  state  of  our  finances,  necessary?   Arc  they  just? 
Are  they  equal?  Are  they  easily  collected?  None  of  these 
questions,  it  is  believed,  can  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive. They  are  certainly  not  necessary;  the  customs  alone 
produce  more  than  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  all  the 
expenses  of  Government.     Why  should  an  extra  tax 
be  laid  upon  commerce,  which  already  bears  the  whole 
expense  of  Government,  for  the  support  of  a  particular 
set  of  officers?   Should  it  be  said  that  those  who  derive 
the  benefit  should  pay  the  expenses,  it  would  not  seem  to 
be  a  satisfactory  answer.     It  is  not  for  the  sole  benefit  of 
the  ships  which  touch  at  a  consular  port  that  the  consular 
office  is  created;  the  whole  countiy  is  interested  in  Uie 
establishment.     The  concerns  of  its  general  commerce, 
the  protection  of  its  citizens  abroad,  its  reputation,  is  con- 
cerned.   Hut  the  principle  itself  is  a  false  one.     Public 
officers  are  established  for  the  general  good;  and  though 
particular  individuals  may  have  more  occasion  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  these  functions  than  others,  yet  those  who  are 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  tlieir  interpostion 
never  can  with  justice  be  exclusively  taxed  for  the  ex- 
pense of  the  department  which  is  organized  for  their  pro- 
tection.    The  judge  receives  a  salary,  yet  not  one-tenth 
of  the  community  are  suitors  in  his  court.     So  of  all  the 
salaried  officers  of  Government;  all  the  exceptions  to  the 
rule  are  abuses.  The  evils  of  such  a  system  are  apparent. 
Tbe  question  of  compen^tion  varies  according  to  the 
place  and  the  circumstances  of  the  time.    It  can  rarely  be 
accurately  known.    The  collection  gives  rise  to  illegal 
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exactions  and  oppresaionsy  to  disputes,  to  the  loss  of  offi- 
cial dignity,  to  the  suspicion  of  bad  motives  where  even 
they  do  not  exist.  In  no  case  are  these  evils  more  appa- 
rent than  in  the  case  of  consuls.  At  a  distance  from  all 
superintendence,  they  have  greater  opportunities  for  ille- 
gal exactions,  and  that  veiy  circumstance  makes  them 
more  liable  to  suspicion. 

It  is  easily  conceived  that,  in  the  infancy  of  our  Go- 
vernment, when  we  were  burdened  with  a  g^eat  amount 
of  public  debt,  every  avulable  mode  of  supporting  the 
different  institutions  of  the  country  should  be  resorted  to, 
and  that  therefore  the  example  set  by  other  nations  of 
supporting  particular  offices  by  the  exaction  of  fees, 
should  be  followed;  but  now,  when  one  uniform  mode  of 
collecting  revenue  yields  a  product  more  than  sufficient 
for  all  the  wants  of  Government,  why  should  others  liable 
to  so  many  objections  be  continued  ?  Nor  ought  the  amount 
to  deter  us.  According  to  the  list  hereto  annexed,  we 
have  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  consuls,  vice  consuls,  and 
commercial  annts.  By  a  proper  distribution,  these  may 
be  classed  as  follows. 

30  consuls,  with  salaries  averaging  |2,000, 

will  amount  to     -  -  •  -  #60,000 

126  vice  consuls  and  commercial  agents,  with 

salaries  averaging  #1,000,  is  -  126,000 


Total  annual  turn. 


#186,000 


This  is  calculated  on  the  present  establishment.  It  is, 
however,  probable  that  some  additions  may  be  necessary; 
but,  as  they  will  be  vice  consular  estabUshments,  the  in- 
crease for  many  years  cannot  be  conaderable.  When  it 
is  considered  that  not  only  the  respectability  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  security  of  its  dtizens  abroad,  will  be  pro- 
moted by  this  change,  but  that  it  is  chiefly  intended  for 
the  protection  and  extension  of  that  commerce  from  which 
the  whole  revenue  of  the  pountry  is  derived^  the  expense 
will  not  be  thought  too  great  for  the  objects. 

Such  a  provision  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  prohibi- 
tions of  any  interest  in  commerce,  with  clear  definitions 
of  official  duty,  and  heavy  penalties  for  neglectinj^  them: 
and  we  might  then  see  these  important  offices  filled,  as 
they  should  be,  by  men  of  talept,  education,  and  respec- 
tability of  chancter,  who  would  be  the  protectors,  not 
the  rivals  of  our  merchants,  who  would  command  the  re« 
spect  of  the  functionaries  of  tl^e  ports  in  which  they  re^ 
side,  do  honor  to  our  national  character,  and  whose  whole 
time  would  be  devoted  to  the  duties  of  their  office. 

Until  some  change  could  be  mftde,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  prepare  a  set  of  instructions  which  might  intro- 
duce oraer  and  uniformi^  into  the  system,  and  correct  as 
many  evils  as  could  be  done  without  legislation.  These 
have  been  referred  to  before  as  forming  a  schedule  to  this 

report. 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 


DmrAMTUEirr  o»  Stats,  Deeember  15,  1830. 

LiMt  of  the  MinUten,  Cbntuir,  and  other  DipUmaiie  and  Commercial  jSgenU  of  the  United  State$  in  foreign  eountrie$f 

and  of  the  plaoea  of  ihdr  resuknoe* 


Aaron  YaiU      -        -        - 
Thomas  Aspinwall, 
Francis  B.  Ogden,   - 
Herman  Yisger, 
Robert  W.  Fox,      - 
Thomas  Were  Fox, 
Albert  Davy,  -        -        - 
Robert  R.  Hunter,  - 
Joel  Hart,        -        -        - 
Alexander  Thomson, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
Reuben  Harvey, 
Thomas  William  Gilpin,  - 
Horatio  Sprague,     - 
Paul  FroberviUe,     - 
Thomas  Wynns, 
W.  T.  Tudcer, 
John  Storr,      -        -        - 
Ralph  Higinbotham, 
Edmund  Roberts,    - 
Robert  Munroe  Harrison, 
Charles  L.  Bartlett, 
John  Haley,     .        -        - 
Paul  Eynaudf 
WiUiam  Carroll,      - 
Moses  Benjamin, 
rhomas  M.  Persse, 
lohn  Morrow, 


«^athaniel  Niles, 
saac  Cox  Bamett,  - 
George  Strobel, 
>aniel  C.  Croxall,  - 
"rancis  C.  Fenirick, 
E^dward  Church,  - 
cteuben  O.  Betdey, 


ENGLAND. 

Secretary  of  Legation, 
Agent,  &c.,  and  Connil, 
Consul,    - 


*  t 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Commercial  Agent, 
do.       - 


do. 

Consul, 

do. 


Commercial  Agent, 

do. 
Consul,    - 
Commercial  Agent^ 
Consul,   - 

do.       - 

do. 


FRANCE. 

Secretary  of  Lotion, 
Agent,  8cc.,  and  Consul, 
Consul,    .        -       - 


do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 


London. 

do. 
Liverpool. 
Bristol. 
Falmouth. 
Plymouth. 
l(ingston  upon  Huli. 
Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight. 
Leith,  Scotland. 
Glasgow. 
Dublin,  Ireland. 
Cork. 
Belfiuit. 
Gibraltar. 
Isle  of  France. 
Turk's  Island. 
Bermuda. 
Nassau,  Nr  p. 

St.  Christopher  and  Antigua* 
Demerara. 
Kingston,  Jamaica. 
Island  of  Trinidad. 
Barbadoes. 
Ishmd  of  Malta. 
Island  of  St.  Helena. 
British  Guiana. 
Galway. 
Halifiix,  Nova  Scotia* 


Paris, 
do. 
Bordeaux. 
Marsdlles. 
Nantes. 
L'Orient. 
Hanedc  Grace. 
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Samuel  AlIiii8on» 
Theodore  Privat,    - 
Jas.  Jos.  Debease,    - 
Peter  Suaa»     - 
John  6.  Meirdceoi  - 


John  G.  Boker, 


James  Buchanan,     - 
John  Randolph  Clay, 
Abraham  P.  Gibson, 
John  Ralli, 
Henry  Schielin, 
Edmund  Brandt* 


Cornelius  P.  Van  Neas^   - 

Arthur  Hiddleton,  - 
Alexander  Burton,  - 
-William  Stirling,      - 
George  G.  BarreU, 
George  B.  Adama^  - 
Hazimo  de  Aguirre, 
Alfred  H.  P.  Edwards,    - 
Payton  Gay,     -        -        - 
George  T.  Ladico,  - 
Nicholas  P.  Triat,     - 
Robert  R.  Stewart, 
John  Leonard, 
Henry  K.  Steams,  - 
Lewis  Shoemaker,  - 
Sidney  Mason, 
John  Owen»    .        -        . 
Hopeful  Toler, 
William  H.  Tracy,  - 
Sampson  C.  Russell, 


Thos.  L.  L.  Brent, 
Israel  P.  Hutchinson, 


John  H.  Marsh, 
Charles  W.  Dabney, 
William  G.  Merrill,, 


William  Pitt  Preble, 
Aug^te  Davezac,  - 
John  W.  Parker,    - 
JohnWamberue*    - 
William  D.  Patterson, 
Thomas  Traak, 
liouis  Paimboeuf,     - 
John  Schillaber,     - 
Louis  Mark,    - 
Jehu  UoIUngsworttr* 


Charles  Bamet, 
George  Moore, 
J.  G.  Schwartz, 


Frederich  Kahl, 
fredericb  Ust, 


Cmsuiar  £siabSshmeni  of  the  VmUd  SUOes. 


Consul,    - 

do. 

do.       -        - 
Commercial  Agent, 
Consul,   - 


SWITZERLAND. 


Lyons. 

Cette. 

La  Rochelle. 

Guadaloupe  Island. 

Martinique  Island. 


Consul  General,       .       -       - 

RUSSIA. 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min.  Plen. 
Secretary  of  Legation,    - 

Consul, 

do. 


-    Switzerland. 


do. 
do. 


SPAIN. 

-  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min.  Plen. 

-  Secretary  of  Legation,    - 

-  Consul, 

do. 

do. 


do.  -        - 

do. 

do. 

do.  -        -        ■ 

do.  -        - 

do.  .       - 
.    Commercial  Agent, 

do.  .       - 

do.  -       - 

.    Consul,  - 

do.  . 

do.  - 
-    Commerdal  Agents 

do.  - 

do. 


St.  Petersbnrgfi. 

do. 

do. 
Odessa. 
Taganrog. 
Archangel. 


Madrid. 

do. 
Cadiz. 
Barcelona^ 
Malaga. 
Alicante. 
Bilboa. 

Island  of  Manilla. 
Island  of  Teneriffe. 
Balearic  Islands. 
Havana,  Cuba. 
Trinidad,  do. 
St.  Jago,  do. 
Baracoa,  do. 
Matanzasydo. 
St.  John's,  Porto  Rieo^ 
Puerto  del  Prineipe,  CulMa. 
Ponce,  Porto  Rico. 
Guayama,     do. 
Mayaguez,   do. 


PORTUGAL. 


-  Charge  d'Afilures,  - 

-  Consul,  .       -        - 

di>.      «        -       - 
do.      -       -       - 

•     do.    -     -     - 

do.      .       -       . 


NETHERLANDS. 


Mmister, 

Charge  d'Afifaires,  - 

Coniml,   -        -  - 

do.      -        -  - 


do. 


do. 
do. 


do. 


do. 
do. 


AUSTRIA. 


Consul, 
do. 
do. 


Lisbon. 

do. 
Oporto. 

bland  of  Madeinu 
Faysd. 
Cape  de  Yerd  Islands.. 


Brussels  and  the  Hague. 

doi.  Qo» 

Amsterdam. 
Rotterdam. 
Antwerp. 
Surinam. 

Island  of  Cura$oa^ 
Batavta. 
Ostend. 
St.  Eustacia* 


Venice. 
Trieste. 
Vienna. 


GERBfANT. 


Consul,  • 
do. 


•    Dannstadt*. 

-   Duchy  of  BMlem 
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Christopher  Hughes, 
Dayid  Erskine, 
C.  A.  Murray, 
Helmich  Janaon,     - 
George  W.  Crump, 


Henry  Wheaton, 
John  Baynaby 
Nathan  Leyy, 
Joseph  Ridgvay, 


William  T.  Simons, 
Frederick  Schillow, 


C.  F.  Goehring, 


John  Cuthbert, 
Joshua  Dodge, 
Jos.  HiU  Clark,      - 
Bmest  Schwendler, 


Thomas  Appleton,  - 
James  Ombrosi, 
Bobert  Campbell,     - 
Victor  A.  Sassemo, 


John  Nelson,  - 
Felix  Cicognani, 
Alexander  Hammet, 
Benjanun  Gardiner, 
JohnL.  Payson, 


Dayid  Offley, 


SWEDEN. 

Charge  d' Affaires,  - 
Consul,   -        •       - 

do.      -        -        -        . 

do.      -        -        -        . 

do.      .        -        - 


Stockholm. 

do. 
Gottenburg. 
Bergen,  in  Norway. 
St  Bartholomew. 


DENMARK. 


Charge  d' Affaires,  ...        -  Copenhagen. 

Consul, do. 

do. Island  of  St.  ThomM* 

do Island  of  St  Croix. 


PRUSSIA. 


Consul,  - 
do.      - 


SAXONY. 


Consul, 

HANSEATIC  TOWNS. 

Consul, 

do.      •       .        -        .       . 

do 

do. 


Elbervelt. 
Stettin; 


Leipzig. 


ITALIAN  STATES. 


-  '  Consul, 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Hamburg. 
Bremen. 
Lubec. 

Free  Imperial  City  of  Frankfort  on  the 

[Maine. 


tieghorn,  Tuscany. 
Florence,  Tuscany. 
Genoa,  Sardinia. 
Nice,  Sardinia. 


ROMAN  STATES,  AND  KINGDOM  OF  THE  TWO  SICILIES. 


Charge  d'Affaires, 
Consul,    - 

do. 

do. 

do.       - 


-  Naples. 
•  Rome. 

-  Naples. 

.  Palermo. 

-  Messina. 


SMYRNA. 


Consul, 


BARBARY  POWERS. 


George  F.  Brown,  - 
Samuel  D.  Heap,  - 
Daniel  S.  McCauley, 
James  R.  Leib, 


Anthony  Butler, 
James  S.  Wilcocks, 
George  R.  Robertson, 
Thomas  Reily, 
Haryey  Gregg, 
James  James, 


Commerdal  Agent, 
Consul,    - 

do. 

do. 


UNITED  MEXICAN  STATES. 


-  Charge  d'Affaires,  - 

-  Consul,    .        .  - 

do.       -        -  - 

-  do.       .        -  - 
do.       -        -  - 

-  do,       -       -  - 


Smyrna. 


Alriers. 

do. 
Tunis. 
TripoK. 
Tangier,  Morocco. 


Mexico. 

do. 
Tampico. 
Agpiatulco. 
Acapulco. 
Vera  Cruz  and  Alrarado. 


Darnel  W.  Smith,    -.--do. Matamoros  on  Bio  Grande. 

John  S.  Langham,  .---do Chihuahiuu 

James  Davis,  -.---do Santa  Fe; 

James  W.  McGoffin,        ---do Saltillo. 

Henry  Perrine,        --.-do *--  Campeche. 

James  Lenox  Kennedy,  -       -       -       do Quaymas,  Maattlsm,  and  San  Bhi. 


134 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


92d  Cova.  Sd  Siss.] 


David  G.  Barnet,    - 


William  Keath, 
Daniel  W.  Pope, 
John  W.  LangaoDy 


Thomas  P.  Moore,  - 
J.  C.  Pickett, 
John  M.  Macphenon, 
J.,G.  A.Williamson, 
Alexander  Danouille, 


Alfred  Lausat, 
Franklin  Litchfield, 
Gilbert  Dennison,    • 
Thomas  ¥.  Knox, 


Ethan  A.  Brown,    • 
John  Martin  Baker, 
Woodbridge  Odlin, 
John  T.  Mansfield, 
Abraham  R.  Smith, 
Joshua  Bond, 
Charles  B.  Allen,    • 
Isaac  Austin  Hayes, 
George  Black, 
Lemuel  WeUs, 
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-    Consul, Galvczton. 

do. SanAntonta. 

do. Guazacoalco. 

do Petlc  and  Guaymas- 

do. Tabtaco. 

do Laguna,  Isla  del  Carmen. 


REPUBLIC  OF  COLOMBIA. 

EuToy  Extraordinaijr  and  Min.  Plen. 
Secretary  of  Legation,    ^ 

Consul, 

do.       -        -        -        -        - 
do.       -        -        -        -        - 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do.  -        -        »        ■        - 


BRAZIL. 


Charge  d' Affaires, 
Consul,   - 

do. 

do. 

do. 


do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Boffota. 

do. 
Carthagena. 
Lagua]rra. 
Santa  Martha. 
Guayac^uil. 
Maracaibo. 
Puerto  CabeUo, 
Panama. 
Angostura. 


Bio  de  Janeiro. 

do. 
San  Salvador. 
Pemambttco. 
Para. 

Montevideo. 
Island  of  Muranbam. 
Rio  Grande. 
Santos. 
Island  of  St.  Oatiierine« 


Ch.  G.  Dewitt, 
Charles  Savage, 
G.  Coursault,  - 


REt>UBLIC  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

-  Charge  d' Affaires,   ...       -    Guatemala, 

-  Consul, do. 

do.       -        -       -       -        *       -    Tnudllo, 


REPUBLIC  OF  BUENOS  AYRES. 


Francis  Baylies, 
George  W.  Slacum, 


John  Hamm,    - 
Thomas  S.  Russell,  - 
Darnel  Wynne, 


Samuel  Larned, 
William  F.  Taylor, 
Asa  Worthington, 
Obediah  Folger, 


F.  M.  Dimond, 
Joshua  Webb, 
Samuel  Israel, 


John  C.  Jones,  jr. 


Charge  d' Affaires,  - 
Consul,    .        -        - 


-    Buenos  Ayres. 
do. 


CHILE. 


Charge  d'Affures, 
Consul,   • 
do.       - 


-  St.  Jago  de  Chile, 

-  Valparaiso. 

•    St.JagodeClule. 


REPUBLIC  OF  PERU. 

Charge  d'Affabes,  -        -        ^        -  Lima. 

Consul, quilca  and  Arica, 

do Lima. 

do. Paita. 


HAYTI,  (ST.  DOMINGO.) 

Commercial  Agent, 

do 

do. 


Port  au  Prince. 
Aux  Cajres. 
Cape  Haytien. 


SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 
Commerdal  Agent,         -  -    Sandwich  Islands, 

CHINA. 


John  H.  GroBveaor, 


Consiil, 


Caafton. 
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TURKEY. 


David  Porter, 
WiUiam  B.  Hodnon, 
Frederic  E.  Banker, 


Hugh  S.  Legar6, 


Robert  Ruedoffer, 


Charge  d' Affaires, 
Drogoinan, 
Conaul,    - 


Sublime  Porte. 

do. 
Constantinople. 


BELGIUM. 
Charge  d' Affaires  to  the  King  of  Belgium. 

BAVARIA. 
Consul, Munich. 


Crtnerai  irutruetwiu  to  the  eontuU  and  eommereial  agenti  of 

the  UnUed  States. 

The  following  instructions  are  intended  to  supersede 
those  which  have,  at  different  periods,  been  issued  from 
this  department,  embodying  directions  to  those  officers, 
and  arranging  them  under  proper  heads,  for  the  purpose 
of  Diaking  them  easily  referred  to,  and  producing  uni- 
formity in  all  the  consular  proceedings. 

CHArrxB  I. 

Cfthe  duty  of  a  eoneul  on  hie  t^fpointmeni  before  he  eniere 
on  the  exereUe  of  his  offiaal  duties, 

Abt.  1.  As  soon  as  a  consul  receives  notice  of  his  ap- 
pointment, he  u  required  to  execute  a  bond,  with  such 
sureties  as  shall  be  certified  by  the  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  in  which  he  resides,  to  be 
sufficient.  He  is  to  transmit  the  bond,  executed,  to  thu 
department,  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and,  if  he  receives  no  notice  that  further  security  will  be 
required,  he  will,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  after  re- 
ceiving bis  commission  and  instructions,  depart  for  the 
place  of  his  destination,  giving  notice  to  the  department 
of  the  time  of  his  departure,  and  of  the  vessel  in  which 
he  embarks.  On  his  arrival  at  the  place  of  his  destination, 
he  will  give  notice  to  the  department  of  the  lact.  If  the 
consul  appointed  be,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  a 
resident  or  the  country  to  which  he  shall  be  appointed, 
his  consular  bond  must  be  executed  by  him,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  being  ex- 
ecuted by  his  sureties,  who  must  be  residents  of  the 
United  States. 


CnAPTEB  II. 

Of  the  formaUties  to  he  observed  by  a  consul  or  vice  ooneuJ^ 
after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Abt.  2.  The  first  dut^  of  a  consul,  on  his  arrival,  will 
be  to  transmit  his  commission  to  the  minister  of  the  United 
States,  if  there  be  one  near  the  Government  of  the  coun- 
try to  which  he  is  sent,  to  the  end  tliat  he  may  obtain  the 
usual  exequatur.  This  he  must  see  made  public  in  the 
manner  usual  in  such  country;  and  he  will  then  apply  to 
the  person  having  charge  of  the  consular  seal,  and  the 
archives  of  the  consulate  to  which  he  is  appointed,  for 
the  delivery  thereof,  making  an  inventory  of  the  papers 
and  other  effects  they  may  contain,  or  verifying  a  lormer 
inventory,  if  any  such  has  already  been  made,  and  passing 
a  receipt  for  the  same;  transmitting  a  copy  of  such  in- 
ventory to  the  department,  if  it  has  not  already  been 
done;  or,  if  any  aaditions  have  been  made  to  such  ar- 
chives since  the  last  transmission,  then  sending  a  copy  of 
the  additional  articles  not  contained  in  the  former  in- 
ventory. 

Abt.  3.  If  there  are  any  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
former  incumbent  of  the  office,  they  must  be  delivered 
over  to  his  successor,  unless  they  are  the  proceeds  of  the 
effects  of  an  American,  who  has  died  intestate  more  than 


a  year,  and  which,  according  to  the  second  section  of  the 
act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1792,  ought  to  be  remitted  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the  con- 
sul who  received  the  same  shall  make  the  remittance. 

Abt.  4.  Having  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  the 
consul  must  immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the  De- 
partment of  State,  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  in 
the  country  to  which  such  consul  is  appointed,  and  to  the 
consuls  of  the  United  States  rending  in  the  same  coun- 
try, and  in  the  neighboring  ports  of  other  countries.  And 
no  consul  is  to  absent  himself  from  Uie  country  of  his 
consular  residence,  without  leave  first  obtained  from  the 
Department  of  State,  or  from  the  diplomatic  agent  of  the 
United  States  in  that  country,  unless  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, which  must  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfiiction 
of  the  department. 

Chaptsb  III. 

Of  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Coneular  Office, . 

Art.  5.  The  following  record  books  are  to  be  kept  in 
each  consulate: 

1.  A  letter  book,  into  which  are  to  be  copied  all  official 
notes  and  letters,  (other  than  those  addressed  to  the  De- 
partment of  State,)  according  to  their  dates,  which  are 
written  by  the  consul  or  by  his  order. 

2.  A  book  of  correspondence  with  the  Department  of 
State,  in  which  are  to  be  copied,  according  to  their  dates, 
all  the  letters  written  by  the  consul  to  the  department, 
with  the  returns  and  other  documents  accompanying  the 
same. 

3.  A  record  book  for  the  entry  of  protests,  and  all 
other  official  consular  acts^  in  which  all  such  acts,  of  every 
description,  shall  be  fairly  written. 

Abt.  6.  When  a  paper  of  any  description  shall  be  en- 
tered or  recorded  in  either  of  the  said  books,  the  same 
shall  be  indexed  by  a  reference  both  to  the  name  of  the 
party  and  the  subject  of  the  paper. 

Abt.  7.  The  answers  received  to  official  letters,  and  all 
other  papers  transmitted  to  the  consulate  intended  to  be 

Eermanently  kept  there,  shall  be  kept  in  a  proper  place, 
ibelled  according  to  their  subject-matter,- until  a  suffi- 
cient number  shall  be  accumulated  to  form  a  volume, 
when  they  shall  be  bound  up,  and  indexed  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  with  respect  to  the  other  records. 

Abt.  8.  All  letters  addressed  to  this  department  must 
be  written  on  foolscap  paper,  in  a  fair  hand,  leaving  an 
inch  margin  all  round  the  page,  and  the  consuls  will  re- 
commend to  their  correspondents  to  observe  the  same 
form.  These  letters  are  to  be  folded  in  the  manner  of 
the  ink  lines  which  are  herewith  sent  to  regulate  the 
distance  between  the  written  lines  of  tlie  communication, 
and  the  writer's  name,  consulate,  or  agency,  and  date, 
must  be  regularly  endorsed,  af^er  which  they  are  to  be 
enclosed  in  an  envelope,  and  properly  directed.  The 
consuls  are  further  requested  not  to  put  wafers  or  sealing- 
wax  upon  the  communications  and  letters  themselves,  but 
only  on  the  envelopes  which  encloie  them. 
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Abt.  9.  All  the  aborementioned  booki  must  be  rqjpi- 
larly  paged;  but,  where  blanks  occur,  (as  in  the  book  of 
original  letters,  from  the  covers  and  unwritten  pages,)  a 


cross  must  be  made  over  the  blank  page,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  numbered. 

Abt.  10.  The  consular  books  are  not  to  be  mixed  with 
those  of  the  consul's  private  affairs;  and  his  consular 
business  should,  if  possible,  be  transacted  in  a  sei)arate 
apartment  from  that  in  which  his  ordinary  commercial  or 
other  affairs  are  carried  on;  and  it  must  be  designated  by 
the  arms  of  Uie  United  States  exhibited  at  the  entrance, 
and  the  words  Consulate  of  the  United  Statei,  in  Engj^lish, 
and  in  the  language  of  the  country  where  the  consul  resides. 

Abt.  11.  A  seal  must  be  provided  for  every  consulate, 
the  imprestton  of  which  shall  be  the  American  eagle  in 
the  centre,  with  the  name  of  the  consulate  around  it. 
This  seal  is  to  be  kept  in  some  secure  place,  and  used  to 
authenticate  all  documents  ^ven  hy  the  consul. 

Abt.  12.  With  these  '*  instructions,  *' the  consuls  will 
receive  printed  formi,  which  are  to  be  employed  in  future 
in  making  the  customary  commercial  returns.  These  re- 
turns are  to  be  made  regularly,  half  yearly,  even  if  it 
should  be  necessary  to  transmit  them  in  blank.  The  con- 
suls are  required,  also,  to  give  the  respective  sums  at  the 
foot  of  the  columns  of  figures;  and,  finally,  after  folding 
the  returns  in  the  shape  of  which  they  have  a  specimen 
in  the  accompanying  blanks,  to  endorse  them  with  the 
name  of  the  consul  or  agent,  the  consulate  or  agency,  and 
the  date;  with  a  brief  recapitulation,  specifying  the  num- 
ber of  vessels;  the  amount  of  tonnage;  the  number  of 
seamen,  and,  where  possible,  the  estimated  value  of 
cargoes. 

Abt.  13.  Also,  with  these  **  instructions,"  the  consuls 
will  receive  another  printed  form,  being  a  consular  state- 
ment of  fees,  designed  to  accompany  the  printed  forms  of 
returns,  described  in  the  preceoing  article.  In  the  spe 
cification  of  the  items,  the  most  scrupulous  accuracy  of 
detail  is  expected.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  consuls 
and  agents  will  co-operate  with  the  department  in  its  en- 
deavor to  organize  a  complete  consular  establishment,  for 
which  purpose  they  are  requested  to  note  such  parts  of 
the  forms  mentioned  in  this  and  the  next  preceding  arti- 
cle, as  they  may  deem  susceptible  of  improvement,  and 
to  make  such  suggestions  as  may,  in  any  way,  contribute 
to  the  object  in  view,  lliis  form  is  to  be  folded  up  like 
that  of  which  it  is  an  accompaniment,  and  endorsed  with 
the  name  of  the  consul  or  agent,  the  consulate  or  agency, 
the  date,  and  the  sum  total,  in  dollars  and  cents. 

When  the  blanks  described  in  the  foregoing  articles 
fail,  the  consuls  are  instructed  to  make  them  out  in  the 
same  form;  and,  for  that  purpose,  they  should  always  re- 
tain one  specimen  of  each,  which  they  are  to  regard  in 
future  as  an  established  form. 

Abt.  14.  Whenever  accounts  are  to  be  transmitted,  they 
must  be  enclosed  in  a  separate  communication,  the  sub- 
ject of  which  must  be  confined  exclusively  to  such  ac- 
counts. All*  duplicates  must  be  written  on  separate 
sheets  or  parts  of  sheets,  and  marked  as  duplicates. 

Abt.  15.  The  consuls  are  requested  in  future  to  en- 
dorse, numerically,  all  their  communications  and  returns 
thus:  No.  1,  No.  2,  &c.  8cc.;  so  that  at  any  time  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  series  may  be  readily  ascertained  and  sup- 
plied. Short  marginal  notes,  too,  indicating  the  subject- 
matter  of  their  communications,  are  particularly  enjoined. 

Chavtib  IV. 

Of  the  dutiei  required  to  be  performed  hf  eonauia  and  vice 
eonauia  of  tne  United  Statea, 

SlGTIOB   1. 

Of  the  nature  of  eonattlar  dutiea, 

Abt.  16.  A  consul  (excepting  those  to  the  Barbary 
Powers)  is  not  invested  with  any  diplomatic  powers,  and 


therefore  is  not  entitled  to  communicate  directly  with  the 
Government  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.  Except 
under  the  special  circumstances  hereinafter  mentioned, 
whenever  application  is  to  be  made  to  the  Government^ 
it  must  be  done  through  the  minister  of  the  United 
States,  if  there  be  one;  if  not,  and  the  case  sboold  re- 
quire it,  the  consul  ma^  make  the  application  to  the  pro- 
per department,  but  in  respectful  terms,  stating  the 
eiugency  of  the  case,  and  that  an  application  to  the  su- 
bordinate officers  could  not  be  made,  or  had  proved  in- 
effectual. 

Abt.  17.  The  duties  of  a  consul  or  vice  oonaul  are 
such  as  are  prescribed  by  pontive  law,  or  such  as  arise 
from  the  nature  of  the  office  under  the  general  commer- 
cial laws  of  nations. 

The  first  statute  prescribing  particular  duties  to  consob 
Is  the  act  of  the  14th  May,  1792.  The  first  secdonof 
this  act  relates  solely  to  the  consular  convention  widi 
France,  which  being  no  longer  in  force,  this  section  is  ob- 
solete. A  copy  of  so  much  of  this  act  as  is  in  force  is 
annexed  to  these  instructions. 

SXCTIOB  2. 

Of  the  duHea  of  eonaulain  rdaUon  to  JnUatakif  EdmUa. 

Abt.  18.  By  the  first  clause  of  the  second  section, 
consuls  and  vice  consuls  are  empowered  to  receive  pro- 
tests or  declarations,  which  captains,  masters,  crews,  pas- 
sengers and  merchants,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may 
mske  in  the  place  for  which  such  consul  is  appointed,  and 
also  such  as  foreigners  may  make  before  them  relative  to 
ti^e  personal  interest  of  any  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  originals  of  these  acts  are  to  be  keptjp  the  book  of 
records  of  the  consulate,  and  copies,  dt4il^thenticated 
under  the  consuli^  seal,  are  to  be  given  to  such  persou 
as  may  demand  the  same. 

By  the  second  clause  of  the  second  section,  where  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  die  witlun  the  consular 
district,  the  consul  or  vice  consul  shall  take  possession  of 
his  effects,  shall  sell  at  public  auction  such  part  of  thesi 
as  may  be  of  a  perishable  nature,  and  such  further  part 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
deceased. 

But  in  order  to  execute  this  power,  the  foUowin|^  are 
prerequisites: 

1.  That  the  laws  of  tlie  country  permit  such  adnainis- 
tration,  or  that  it  be  stipulated  by  treaty. 

2.  That  the  person  have  died  without  any  legal  rrpre- 
8entati\'e,  any  partner  in  trade,  or  tnistee,  to  take  care 
of  his  effects. 

Abt.  19.  In  the  execution  of  this  duty,  the  following 
requisites  are  prescribed  by  the  act: 

1.  An  inventory  must  be  taken  of  all  the  effects  of  the 
deceased,  with  the  assistance  of  two  merchants  of  the 
United  States,  or,  for  want  of  them,  of  any  others. 

In  performing  this  branch  of  the  consular  duty,  great 
attention  is  required;  the  word  *' effects,"  as  tinder  tfic 
act,  comprehends  property  of  every  description^  includ- 
ing debts  due.  Merchants  of  great  respectability  are  to 
be  selected  as  the  assistants  of  the  consul.  AUhou^b 
appraisement  is  not  mentioned  in  the  act,  the  consuls  are 
instructed  to  have  tlie  apparent  value  of  each  article  af* 
fixed  to  it.  If  among  the  papers  of  the  deceased  are 
found  any  evidences  of  debts,  although  they  may  not  b« 
due  in  the  consular  district,  yet  they  are  to  be  placed  m 
the  inventory. 

2.  The  commercial  books  of  the  deceased  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  inventory,  and  particularly  described,  men- 
tioning the  number  of  pares  each  of  the  said  books  con- 
tains, and  the  consul  shall  place  a  certificate,  signed  by 
him,  at  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  each  book,  in  su^ 
manner  as  to  prevent  any  addition  being  tnade  to  theirs. 

The  letter  books  of  the  deceased  are  comprehended  in 
the  term  commercial  books. 
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Art.  20.  This  inventory  must  be  entered  in  the  con- 
sular books,  and  as  doubts  may  arise  whether  this  is  such 
a  document  as  is  comprehended  in  the  provisions  of  the 
first  clause  of  this  section  of  the  law,  the  consul  is  in- 
structed to  make  two  originals,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  in- 
ventory be  sirned  by  him,  and  by  his  two  assistants,  both 
in  the  book  of  records  in  which  it  is  entered,  and  in  tlie 
authenticated  copy. 

Art.  21.  By  the  second  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  all 
sales  of  the  property  of  the  deceased  must  be  «  at  auc- 
tion, afler  reasonable  public  notice."  In  the  execution 
of  thb  duty,  the  consul  is  instructed  to  give  the  same 
previous  notice  that  is  directed  by  the  laws  of  the  country 
for  the  judicial  sale  of  property  in  execution,  and  at  some 
public  place;  but  whether  it  be  required  in  judicial  sales 
or  not,  notice  must  be  given  in  at  least  one  of  the  ga- 
zettes of  the  place,  if  any  be  printed  there,  both  in  Eng- 
lish and  in  the  language  of  the  country. 

Art.  22.  No  property  shall  be  sold  as  being  of  a  pe- 
rishable nature  until  it  lias  been  viewed  by  three  respect- 
able merchants,  and  by  them,  under  oath,  declared  to  be 
of  that  description. 

Art.  23.  In  one  year  after  the  death  of  the  intestate, 
the  consul  is  directed,  by  the  said  second  section  of  the 
act  aforesaid,  "  to  transmit  tlie  residue  of  the  estate  un- 
sold, and  the  balance  (in  money,  after  paying  the  debts 
and  charges)  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
holden  in  trust  for  the  legal  claimants.  But  if,  at  any  time 
before  such  transmission,  the  legal  representative  of  the 
deceased  appear  and  demand  the  effects  in  the  hands  of 
the  consul,  he  shall  deliver  them  up,  being  paid  his  fees,  I 
and  shall  cease  his  proceedings." 

Art.  24.  1lU|M  execution  of  the  duty  prescribed  by 
the  last  preceding  article,  the  consul  is  hereby  instructed: 

1.  To  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived, as  well  for  efiects  sold  as  for  credits  collected, 
and  all  sums  expended,  taking  duplicate  receipts,  ex- 
pressing on  what  account  the  sums  were  paid,  numbering 
them  regularly;  one  of  each  of  the  said  duplicates  to  be 
kept  by  the  consul,  the  other  to  be  delivered  to  the  re- 
presentative of  the  deceased,  or  transmitted  to  the  trea- 
sury, if  no  representative  appear. 

2.  To  enter  on  his  consular  books  a  regular  account 
between  himself  and  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  in  which 
lie  shall  enter  to  his  debit  all  the  moneys  and  effects  that 
came  to  his  hands,  and  to  his  credit  all  the  payments  he 
may  make,  and,  finally,  the  balance  that  he  may  deliver 
over  or  remit,  so  as  to  close  the  account.  A  copy  of  this 
account  shall  be  delivered  to  the  representative  of  the 
deceased,  or  transmitted  to  the  treasury,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

3.  As  soon  as  any  estate  shall  be  finally  settled,  the 
consul  shall  give  notice  to  the  department,  designating! 
the  balance  in  money,  and  the  list  of  effects,  which  has 
been  transmitted  to  the  treasury,  or  delivered  to  the  re- 
presentative of  the  deceased,  as  the  case  may  be. 

4.  If  there  should  be  several  parties,  each  claiming  to 
be  the  representative  of  the  deceased,  and  demanding 
the  efFccts,  the  consul  must  direct  the  parties  to  deter- 
mine their  rights  in  the  tribunals  of  the  country. 

SscTjoir  3. 

Of  the  duties  of  consub  in  relation  to  Wrecks. 

Art.  25.  By  the  third  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  the 
«<  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  in  cases  where  vessels  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coast  of  their  con- 
stipates respectively,  shaU,  as  far  as  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try permit,  take  proper  measures  as  well  for  saving  such 
vessels,  their  cargoes  and  appurtenances,  as  for  storing 
and  securing  the  effects  and  merchandise  saved,  and  for 
taking  an  inventory  and  inventories  thereof;  and  the  mer- 
chandise and  effects  savedi  with  the  inrentory  and  ioren- 

Voi,  IX.-*$ 


tories,  shall,  afler  deducting  therefrom  the  expense,  be 
delivered  to  the  owner  or  owners.  But  no  consul  or  vice 
consul  shall  take  possession  of  any  such  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  or  other  property,  when  the  master,  owner, 
or  consignee  thereof,  is  present,  or  capable  of  taking 
possession  of  the  same." 

Art.  26.  In  the  execution  of  the  duties  prescribed  by 
this  part  of  the  act,  the  consul  is  instructed: ' 

1.  That  all  vessels,  parts  of  vessels,  and  any  portion  of 
their  cargo  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  saved  and  brought  into  the  consular  jurisdiction, 
afler  being  wrecked,  or  in  consequence  of  wxy,  disaster 
at  sea,  are  to  be  proceeded  with  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
the  vessel  had  stranded  within  the  consular  jurisdiction; 
and  if  salvage  shall  be  claimed  and  allowed  by  a  compe- 
tent tribunal,  the  remidnder  of  the  effects,  or  the  balance 
of  their  proceeds,  if  sold,  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the 
same  nuinner  as  is  directed  in  the  last  preceding  section 
with  respect  to  intestate's  estates;  provided,  in  the  case 
of  salvage,  that  the  court  deciding  the  case  will  permit 
the  consul  to  receive  the  effects  and  balance  after  paying 
the  salvage. 

3.  In  some  countries  (as  in  Sweden)  chartered  com- 
panies have  the  privilege  of  taking  possession  of  all  pro- 
perty wrecked;  in  others  it  may  be  vested  in  particular 
magfistrates  or  officers.  In  all  these  cases,  the  consul  is 
not  to  interfere  with  the  leg^l  function  of  the  proper  offi- 
cer; but  he  may  demand,  as  the  representative  of  the 
absent  master  or  owner,  or  as  his  official  adviser  if  he  be 
present,  to  assist  at  the  taking  of  the  inventory,  the  sale 
and  all  other  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  property.  It 
is  his  duty  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  owner,  and,  if 
his  reasonable  requests  are  not  complied  with,  to  take  the 
necessary  evidence,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Department  of 
SUte. 

3.  When  any  accident  of  this  kind  happens  within  his 
jurisdiction,  the  consul  is  to  give  immediate  notice  to  tiie 
Department  of  State,  designating  the  vessel  and  the  own- 
ers or  master. 

4,  When  there  is  no  impediment  from  the  laws  of  the 
country,  all  proceeding^  in  relation  to  property  wrecked 
are  to  be  the  same  with  those  prescribed  for  the  property 
of  intestates. 

Ssctiov  4. 

Of  the  duties  of  consuls  in  relation  to  the  masters  of  Ame- 

rican  vessels. 

Art.  27.  By  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  passed  the  28th  February,  1803,  a  copy  whereof 
is  annexed  to  these  instructions,  it  is  in  substance  direct- 
ed that  every  master  of  an  American  vessel  shall,  on  his 
arrival  at  a  foreign  port,  deposite  his  register,  sea  letter, 
and  Mediterranean  passport,  with  the  consul,  vice  consul, 
commercial  agent,  or  vice  commercial  agent,  under  a 
penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars,  (fl500,)  which  the  con- 
sul, idee  consul,  &c,  &c.  may  recover  in  his  own  name, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  that,  whenever  a  clear- 
ance from  the  proper  officer  of  the  port  shall  be  pro- 
duced to  the  consul,  he  shall  deliver  up  all  the  ship's 
papers,  provided  the  master  shall  have  complied  with 
the  previsions  of  the  act  of  28th  February,  1803,  and 
the  act  to  which  it  is  a  supplement,  (that  is  to  say)  the 
act  of  14th  April,  1792. 

Art.  28.  Bv  another  section  of  the  same  act,  it  is  di» 
rected,  that  whenever  a  vessel  belonging  to  an  American 
citizen  shall  be  sold  in  a  foreign  port,  and  her  company 
discharged,  or  whenever  a  manner,  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  shall,  with  his  own  consent,  be  discharged  in 
a  foreign  country,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  or  com- 
mander to  produce  to  the  consul,  vice  consul,  commer- 
cial agent,  or  vice  commercial  agent,  the  list  of  his  ship's 
company,  certified  according  to  the  first  section  of  tiie 
act  of  28th  February,  1803,  and  to  pay  to  such  consul^ 
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&c.  &c.  for  every  mariner  being  designated  on  such  list  I  satisfaction  t  but  the  consuls  are  earnestly  advised  to  avoid 
as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  three  months'  pay  over  as  much  as  possible  all  contentions  of  this  nature  with 

••  '  -     1       i- '-^~    ^i^^jp  countrymen,  which  tend  to  degrade  our  national 

character  abroad. 

Abt.  33.  When  a  ressel  is  sold  under  a  decree  of  m 
court  as  having  become  unaeaworthy,  in  consequence  of 
any  accident  or  stress  of  weather,  and  the  crew  arc  &s- 


and  above  the  wages  which  may  be  due  to  such  mariner; 
two-thirds  to  be  paid  by  the  consul  to  the  mariner  dis* 
charged  upon  his  engagement  on  board  of  any  vessel  to 
return  to  die  United  States,  and  the  remaining  third  to 
be  retained  for  creating  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the 
passage  of  mariners,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
may  be  desirous  of  returning  to  the  United  States,  for  the 
mamtenance  of  American  seamen  who  may  be  destitute 
in  such  port;  and  the  sums  retained  for  such  fund  shall 
be  accounted  for  to  the  treasury  every  six  months  by  the 
person  receiving  the  same. 

AnT.  29.  The  under  officers  (below  that  of  captain) 
are  included  in  the  provisions  of  this  section;  but  the  two 
months'  wages  are  not  to  be  paid  in  any  case,  unless  the 
person  so  discharged  has  engaged  on  board  of  some  ves- 
sel to  return  to  the  United  States,  if  no  occasion  oiFers 
of  a  direct  return,  an  engagement  on  board  of  a  vessel 
ultimately  to  return,  will  be  sufficient,  or,  if  no  such  ves- 
sel offers,  the  seaman  will  be  entitled  to  his  two  months' 
wages  on  his  shipping  for  an  intermediate  convenient 
port. 

Art.  30.  Under  the  first  of  these  sections,  it  will  be 
the  doty  of  the  consuls,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  an 
American  vessel  in  his  consulate,  should  the  master  neg- 
lect to  deliver  his  ship's  papers,  as  is  directed  by  the 
law,  to  apprise  him  of  tne  necessity  of  so  doing,  by  show- 
ing him  the  law  that  requires  it,  and  of  the  penalty  he 
wul  incur  by  refusal  or  neglect.  When  received,  the 
papers  are  to  be  kept  together  in  a  place  as  safe  as  pos- 
sible, to  guard  against  fire  and  other  accidents;  and  the 
consul,  on  receiving  such  papers,  shall  make  an  entry  in 
his  consular  record,  specifying  the  time  of  delivery,  the 
name  of  the  vessel,  the  master,  and  what  is  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  papers  deposited,  as  register,  sea  letter,  &c. 
&c. ;  and  when  the  master  shall  produce  the  clearance  of 
his  vessel,  shall  have  complied  with  the  directions  of  tlie 
act  above  recited,  the  consul  shall,  without  delay,  deliver 
up  the  papers,  and  shall  make  an  entry  in  his  consular 
record  of  the  time  of  such  delivery. 

Abt.  31 .  The  provisions  of  the  acts  with  which  the 
master  is  obliged  to  comply  before  receiving  these  pa- 
pers, are: 

1.  If  any  of  the  seamen  are  discharged,  he  must  have 
paid  three  months'  wages  of  such  of  them  as,  by  the  ship- 
ping articles  or  description  list  of  the  seamen,  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  American  citizens.  If  they  appear  to  be  sucb 
by  either  of  these  papers,  no  other  evidence  is  required 
or  permitted. 

^.  If  a  vessel  be  bound  for  a  port  in  the  United  States, 
and  th^re  are  destitute  American  seamen  in  the  port,  he 
must  ag^ee  to  take  supU  seamen  on  board  as  he  shall  be 
requested  to  do  by  the  consul,  not  exceeding  two  seamen 
for  every  100  tons  burden  of  the  vessel,  on  the  terms  he 
may  agree  on  with  the  consul,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars 
for  each  seaman. 

3.  He  must  pay  the  fees  for  the  following  services,  or 
such  of  them  as  have  been  rendered  by  the  consul  for  the 
master  or  his  vessel,  according  to  the  rules  established  by 
Jaw,  that  is  to  say: 

1.  For  authenticating,  under  the  consular  seal,  any  act 
wliatever,  which  may  be  made,  or  passed  in  by  the  mas- 
ter, or  at  his  request,  for  the  concerns  of  the  vessel,  or 
its  owners  or  freighters,  two  dollars. 

2.  For  any  certificate  of  the  discharge  of  a  seaman,  fif- 
ty cents, 

These  are  t^ie  only  fees  for  the  payment  of  which,  by 
the  acts  of  Congress,  a  consul  has  a  right  to  detain  the 
ship's  papers. 

Abt.  32.  For  all  other  dues,  the  consul  may  require 
payment  at  the  time  the  service,  is  performed,  or  re- 
fuse his  agpency  until  they  are  paid  for,  or  secured  to  his 


charged  in  consequence  of  such  sale,  the  three  months' 
wages  are  not  to  be  required;  but  if  the  vessel  is  Ibund 
not  to  be  seaworthy,  in  consequence  of  some  decay  or  de- 
fect at  the  inception  of  the  voyage,  the  seamen  are  not  to 
lose  their  wages  on  account  of  the  fault  of  the  owners, 
and  the  three  months'  wages  are  to  be  exacted. 

Abt.  34.  If  any  fine  or  penalty  shall  be  incurred  by  the 
master  of  an  American  vessel  under  any  of  the  laws  above 
mentioned,  the  consul  shall  send  to  this  department  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  fact,  under  the  consular  seal,  with  a  proper 
description  of  the  vessel,  designating  the  port  to  whkh 
she  belongs,  and  the  place  of  abode  of  the  master;  to 
the  end  that  suits  may  be  instituted  for  the  recovery  of 
the  penalty, 

SscTiov  5. 

Of  the  dutiee  of  consuls  in  relation  to  Seamen  of  tie  Unit- 
ed States, 

Abt.  35.  By  the  fourth  section  of  the  sud  ad  of  28th 
February,  1803,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  consuls  to  provide 
for  the  mariners  of  the  United  States,  who  may  be  found 
destitute  within  their  districts,  sufficient  subsistence  and 
passages  to  the  United  States,  in  the  moat  reasonable 
manner,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  subject  to 
such  instructions  as  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  give;  and 
the  section  also  provides  for  the  manner  in  which  such 
mariners  are  to  be  transported  to  the  United  States. 

Under  this  section,  the  consuls  are  instructed: 

1.  That  all  seamen  shipped  as  American  seamen  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  its  provisions,  and  they  shall 
not  be  refused  the  relief  provided  for  by  it.  under  pre- 
tence that  they  are  not  really  American  citizens. 

2.  That  the  relief  to  be  provided  shall  include  board, 
lodging,  and  medical  attendance,  and  clothinj^,  when  ne- 
cessary; all  to  be  on  the  most  reasonable  scale,  consistent 
with  the  comfort  and  proper  support  of  the  individual. 

3.  That  the  persons  applying  for  relief  be  examined 
touching  the  manner  of  their  being  left  destitute;  utd^  if 
it  shall  appear  from  such  examination  that  they  have  been 
discharged  from  any  American  vessel  contrary  to  the  pro- 
vision  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  28lh  February, 
1803,  or  that  any  other  provisions  of  the  said  act  or  other 
laws  of  the  United  States  have  been  violated,  in  every 
such  case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  consul  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  examination  of  the  mariner  to  this  depart- 
ment, with  such  other  information  as  may  enable  it  to 
cause  prosecution  to  be  instituted  for  such  breach  of  the 
laws,  designating  the  place  at  which  the  necessary  wit- 
nesses will  probably  be  found. 

4.  That,  in  all  cases  of  such  relief  afiforded,  whether 
the  seamen  who  have  received  it  be  returned  to  the  United 
States  or  uQt,  an  exact  account  be  furnished,  in  the  half- 
yearly  returns  made  by  the  consul,  of  the  name  of  the 
individual,  and  the  ship,  its  master,  owner,  and  the  port 
to  which  ^he  belonged,  together  with  the  sum  expended, 
with  vouchers,  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  they 
can  be  procured. 

Abt.  36.  Where  piracy,  mutiny,  or  any  other  ofifenee 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  shall  have  been 
committed  on  board  of  any  vessel  of  the  United  States 
coming  into  the  consular  district,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
consul,  after  taking  the  depositions  necessary  to  establish 
the  facts,  to  tpply  to  the  local  authorities  for  means  of  se- 
curing the  onenders  while  they  remain  in  port,  awl  to 
provide  the  rndms  of  sending  them»  without  deiay»  to  the 
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United  States  for  trial;  and,  in  all  such  oases,  where  the 
vessel,  on  board  which  the  offence  was  Committed,  is  not 
bound  to  the  United  States,  the  consul  is  directed  to  pro- 
cure two  of  the  principal  witnesses  to  be  sent  home  with 
the  person  accused;  and  he  is,  at  the  same  time,  to  trans- 
mit certified  copies  of  all  the  depositions  he  has  taken 
in  relation  to  the  offence;  an  exact  detail  of  all  its  circum- 
stances; and  such  information  as  may  be  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  conviction  of  the  offenders. 

Art.  37.  Great  care  must  be  taken  in  all  cases  of  accu- 
sations against  mariners,  by  their  ofRcers,  not  to  confound 
a  simple  and  casual  disobedience  of  orders  with  the  crime 
of  mutiny,  which  has,  in  some  cases,  been  made,  in  order 
to  justify  a  discharge  of  seamen  in  a  foreign  port,  con- 
trary to  the  directions  of  the  act.  In  this,  as  in  all  other 
cases,  the  consuls  are  particularly  instructed,  while  on 
the  one  hand  they  support  the  masters  of  vessels  in  the 
exercise  of  their  proper  authority,  on  the  other  to  dis- 
courage and  prevent  all  oppression  of  seamen  by  their 
officers.  One  essential  object  of  the  consular  appoint- 
ment is  the  protection  of  this  class  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
whose  habits  of  life  require  a  kind  of  guardianship  of 
their  persons  and  interests  in  foreign  countries,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  a  strict  vigilance  over  their  conduct. 

Section  6. 
Of  the  duties  of  consuls  in  granting  certifleates  and  passports. 

Art.  38.  Consuls  are  authorized  to  grant  passports  to 
American  citizens,  which  must  be  authenticated  by  their 
lignature,  and  the  consular  seal,  and  must  be  in  the  form 
lereunto  annexed.  Great  care  and  circumspection  are 
'equired  in  the  exercise  of  this  duty,  that  passports  be 
riven  to  none  but  American  citizens;  and  to  g^ve  such 
passport  to  an  alien,  knowing  him  to  be  such,  is  an  offence 
punishable  by  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dollars,  (SlOO^)  to 
vhich  the  President  will  always  add  deprivation  of  omce. 
rhe  same  observations  apply  to  certificates  that  pro- 
)erty  belonging  to  aliens  is  the  property  of  citizens, 
knowing  the  fact  to  be  otherwise;  by  which  offence  a 
nuch  higher  penalty  is  incurred,  the  punishment  being 
.  fine  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  (fllO,000,)  and 
mprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years.  Consuls,  there- 
bre,  in  all  such  cases,  will  require  such  evidence  as  will 
bow  clearly  that  they  had  gx>od  reason  to  believe  the 
ruth  of  the  facts  they  certify. 

Art.  39.  By  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States, 
onsiils  are  authorized  to  give  certificates  of  the  landing 
f  merchandise,  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  drawback.  As 
Teat  fi*auds  upon  the  revenue  have  sometimes  been  com- 
litted  by  obtaining  certificates  without  a  due  examina- 
ion  of  the  articles,  consuls  are  instructed  to  g^ve  no  such 
ertificates  without  personal  inspection  or  full  proof. 

Art.  40.  Authority  is  also  given  by  the  same  laws  to 
ertify  invoices  of  goods  shipped  for  the  United  States; 
ut  the  shipper  is  entitled  to  include  in  one  invoice  all 
le  gfoods  he  may  ship  by  the  same  vessel.  On  these  and 
n  all  other  subjects  relating  to  duties  reg^ding  the  re- 
enues,  particular  instructions  will  be  given  by  the  trea- 
iry,  which  will  be  equally  obligatory  as  if  they  had  pro- 
eeded  from  this  department. 

Sfxtion  7. 

I/*  the  duties  of  consuls  with  respect  to  the  appwntment  of 

consular  agenfs. 

Art.  41.  When  there  are  several  seaports  in  a  consular 
istrict,  to  which  American  vessels  resort,  it  is  the  duty 
r  the  consul  to  appoint  some  fit  person  to  be  consular 
rent  in  such  port,  who  shall  correspond  with,  and  make 
is  returns  to  him,  (the  consul,)  who  shall  transmit  copies 
r  them  with  his  own  quarterly  returns. 

Art.  ^2.  Great  care  must  be  taken  in  the  selection  of 
>nsti]ar  agents.  American  citizens  are  to  be  preferred 
hen  other  qualifications  are  equ^l{  and  when  fit  persons 


can  be  found  who  are  not  engaged  in  commerce,  they 
arfc  to  be  selected.  The  consul  is  to  be  responsible  for 
the  official  act  of  the  consular  agent  appointed  by  him; 
and  he  must  immediately  give  notice  to  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  near  the  Government  of  the  country 
where  he  resides,  to  the  local  authority  of  the  place,  and 
to  this  department,  of  such  appointment. 


Chaftxr  V. 

Rules  for  the  general  conduct  of  consuls,  not  reducible  to  either 

of  the  preceding  heads . 

Art.  43.  Every  law,  edict,  or  regulation,  in  any  way 
affecting  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
other  country  than  that  in  which  the  consular  district 
lies,  must  immediately  be  transmitted  to  this  department; 
and,  if  it  be  a  local  regulation  operating  only  on  a  parti- 
cular port,  the  consul  must  also  g^ve  immediate  notice 
thereof  to  the  minister,  if  there  be  any  in  the  country  to 
which  the  district  belongs. 

Art.  44.  The  consuls  are  expected,  once  in  three 
months  at  least,  to  write  to  the  department,  if  it  be  for  no 
other  purpose  than  Uiat  of  apprising  the  department  of 
their  being  at  their  respective  posts.  They  are  not  re- 
quired to  write  oflener,  unless  in  emergent  cases,  or 
where  interest  or  business  points  out  the  propriety  of 
more  frequent  communication.  In  their  correspondence, 
they  will  note  all  events  that  bear  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  country  with  the  United  States,  and  of  our  navigation, 
the  establishment  of  new  branches  of  industry  in  the  ex- 
tent of  their  consulate,  and  the  increase  and  decline  of 
those  before  established;  they  will  make  such  sug^stiona 
as,  in  their  opinion,  may  lead  to  the  increase  of  our  com- 
merce or  navigation,  and  point  out  those  which  have  a 
contrary  effect,  with  the  means  that  appear  proper  for 
avoiding  them.  Samples  of  manufactures,  and  specimens 
of  produce  which  appear  to  be  valuable  articles  either  of 
export  or  import,  ir  not  generally  known,  should  be  sent, 
if  not  too  bulky,  with  the  consular  letters;  and  if  too 
bulky,  may  be  addressed  to  the  collector  of  some  of  our 
principal  ports;  also,  seeds  of  plants  and  grain  which 
might  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the  United  states. 
In  general,  the  duties  of  the  consular  office  require  an 
attention  to  whatever  can  promote  the  commerce  and  na- 
vigation of  our  country,  as  well  as  to  the  particular  affairs 
of  the  individuals  of  our  nation  who  may  require  the  exer- 
cise of  the  consular  function. 

Art.  45.  The  consuls  are  particularly  cautioned  not  to 
enter  into  any  contentions  that  can  be  avoided,  either  with 
their  countrymen,  or  the  authorities  of  the  country  in 
which  they  reside;  referring  questions  of  that  nature  to 
the  minister  or  to  this  department,  and  using  every  en- 
deavor to  settle,  in  an  amicable  manner,  all  disputes  in 
which  their  countrymen  may  be  concerned;  countenanc- 
ing and  protecting  them  with  the  authorities  of  the  coun- 
try in  all  cases  in  which  they  may  be  injured  or  oppressed; 
but  firmly  refusing  them  support  when  they  have  been 
wilfully  guilty  of  any  infraction  of  the  laws,  particularly 
in  any  attempt  to  defraud  the  revenue;  and  giving  aid  to 
the  proper  officers  in  preventing  any  such  practices, 
which,  though  they  may  prove  a  pecuniary  benefit  to 
the  individuals  concerned,  leave  a  stain  on  the  national 
character. 

Art.  46.  It  is  at  all  times  the  duty  of  consuls  exercising^ 
the  functions,  and  enjoying  the  privileges  attached  to 
their  offices,  scrupulously  to  abstain  from  all  participa- 
tion whatever,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  political  con- 
cerns of  the  countries  to  which  they  are  appointed,  and 
by  whose  Governments  they  are  severally  acknowledged 
and  recognised  in  their  public  characters;  but  it  is,  at  the 
same  time,  no  less  their  duty  to  report,  freely  and  season- 
ably, to  their  own  Governments  all  important  facts  which 
may  come  to  their  knowledge,  through  authentic  chan« 
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nelfl,  touching:  the  political  condition  of  these  countries, 
especially  if  their  communications  can  be  made  subser- 
vient to,  or  may  aflTect,  the  interest  and  wellbeing  of 
their  own. 

From  the  disturbed  and  unsettled  condition  of  the  re- 
publics of  the  South  American  and  United  Mexican  States, 
and  the  excitements  there  prevailing,  it  is  especially  de- 
sirable that  the  consuls  or  the  United  States  in  those 
States  should  forbear  intermeddling  with  their  political 
or  local  affairs  in  the  smallest  degree  whatever,  and  that 
they  should  be  equally  on  their  ^ard  against  the  enlist- 
ment of  their  feelings  or  sympathies  upon  the  side  of  any 
of  the  political  or  sectional  parties  which  divide  them  at 
the  present  time.  In  their  letters,  even  to  this  depart- 
ment, upon  such  subjects,  they  will  confine  themselves 
to  the  communication  of  important  or  interesting  public 
events  as  they  occur,  in  as  concise  and  succinct  a  form  as 
may  be  convenient,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  reflections 
or  criticism  upon  the  characters  or  conduct  of  indivi- 
duals; and  they  will,  on  no  occasions,  give  publicity, 
through  the  press,  to  opinions  or  speculations  injurious  to 
the  public  institutions  of  those  countries,  or  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  administration  of  them. 


Chaptsb  YI. 
Of  the  eonaular  umfbrm. 
Abt.  47.  The  consular  uniform  (as  prescribed  by  the 
circular  from  this  department,  dated  August  8th,  1815, 
hereto  annexed,)  must  be  worn  on  aU  visits  of  ceremony 
to  the  authorities  of  the  place,  and  on  all  other  proper 
occasions. 


two  dollars,  ( $2 . )    But  every  shipper  shall  have  ft  r^ght  to 
include  all  articles  shipped  bv  him  in  the  same  invoice. 

5.  For  every  certificate  of  discharge  of  any  aeainan  is 
a  foreign  port,  fift)r  cents. 

6.  And  for  receiving  and  paying  the  amount  of  wages 
due  on  such  discharge,  two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

r.  On  the  deposite  of  a  ship's  papers,  the  consul  ihall 
give  a  certificate  thereof  under  seal;  and,  on  the  delivery 
of  them,  a  like  certificate,  for  which  he  xa  entitled,  as 
above,  two  dollars  (|2)  each,  making  the  whole  of  the 
fees  for  the  deposite  and  delivery  of  the  papers,  four  doV 
lars,  ($4,)  which  is  not  to  be  exceeded. 

8.  No  other  or  greater  fees  are  to  be  charged  to  Ame- 
rican citizens  for  the  services  above  enumerated;  but  if 
American  citizens  or  others  require  other  services,  they 
may  be  charged  at  the  rate  allowed  to  notaries  in  the  same 
place  for  the  same  services. 

CHAirrxa  EK. 
Of  the  expenses  to  be  aUowed  to  consub. 

Abt.  49.  When  a  consul  is  put  to  any  extraordinary 
expense,  such  as  postage  for  public  despatches,  expenses 
in  forwarding  them  when  directed  so  to  do,  he  sfaail  be 
allowed  the  same  in  his  account  with  the  department, 
but  no  provision  is  made  for  his  house  or  office  rent,  sta- 
tionery, or  other  ordinary  expenses  of  his  office. 

Aht.  50.  His  accounts  for  the  support  of  American 
seamen  must  be  transmitted  quarterly. 

Abt.  51.  The  consul  going  to  a  place  where  there  is 
no  seal,  flag,  or  arms  of  the  United  States  provided  far 
the  consulate,  will  be  allowed  the  reasonable  cost  of  the 


same. 


EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 


chaptxr  vn. 

Of  the  intereourse  between  the  consuls  of  the  UhUed  States 
and  the  offieersoftht  naxy, 
Abt.  48.  The  rules  laid  down  in  the  circular  from  this 
department  of  the  25th  of  June,  1830,  (hereunto  an- 
nexed,) are  to  be  observed  whenever  a  vessel  of  war  of 
the  United  States  visits  the  consular  residence. 


Chaptxb  y  III . 

Of  the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  consuls  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  are  the  fees  allowed  by  law  to  be  taken 
by  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  for  services  they  may 
have  performed: 

1.  For  authenticating,  under  the  consular  seal,  every 
protest,  declaration,  deposition,  or  other  act  which  cap- 
tains, masters,  mariners,  seamen,  passengers,  merchants, 
or  others  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  re- 
spectively choose  to  make,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  ($2.) 

It  would  appear,  by  the  limitation  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  fee  for  this  service  was  not  de- 
signed to  be  prescribed  where  the  service  was  rendered 
to  persons  not  citizens.  In  all  such  cases,  therefore, 
where  the  service  is  rendered  to  an  alien,  the  consul  is 
at  liberty  to  charge  according  to  the  fees  allowed  to  no- 
taries in  tlie  country  where  he  resides. 

2.  For  taking  into  possession,  inventorying,  selling, 
and  finally  settling,  and  paying  or  transmittinKf  according 
to  law,  the  balance  due  the  personal  estate  of  any  citizen 
who  shall  die  within  the  limits  of  his  consulate,  five  per 
cent,  on  the  gross  amount  of  such  estate. 

If  part  of  such  estate  shall  be  delivered  over  before  a 
final  setdement,  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  allowed  on 
the  part  so  delivered  as  is  not  in  money,  and  five  per  cent, 
on  the  gross  amount  of  the  residue. 

3.  For  granting  a  certificate  of  the  delivery  of  mer- 
chandise under  the  revenuclaws,  one  dollar,  ($1;)  and  for 
administering  tlie  oath,  twenty-five  cents. 

4.  For  every  verification  and  certificate  of  an  invoice. 


jSn  act  concerning  consuls  and  vice  consuls,     Passed  on  the 

\Uh  of  April,  \79% 

And  for  the  direction  of  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases. 

Sec.  2.  Be  ii  enacted.  That  they  shall  have  right  in  the 
ports  or  places  to  which  they  are,  or  mav  be,  severally 
appointed,  of  receiving  the  protests  or  declaratioos  which 
such  captains,  masters,  crews,  passengers,  and  merchants^ 
as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  respectively 
choose  to  make  there;  and  also  such  as  any  foreigner  mtj 
choose  to  make  before  them,  relative  to  the  personal  in- 
terest of  any  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  the  copies 
of  the  said  acts,  duly  authenticated  by  the  said  consuls 
or  vice  consuls,  under  the  seal  of  their  consulatea,  re- 
spectively, shall  receive  faith  in  law,  equally  as  their  origi- 
nals would  in  all  courts  in  the  United  States.    It  shall  be 
their  duty,  where  the  laws  of  the  country  permit,  to  take 
possession  of  the  personal  estate  left  bv  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  other  than  seamen  belonging  to  any  ship 
or  vessel,  who  shall  die  within  their  consulate^  leavit^ 
tliere  no  legal  representative,  partner  in  trade,  or  trustee 
by  him  appointed,  to  take  care  of  his  effects;  they  shaQ 
inventory  the  same,  with  the  assistance  of  two  meix:hants 
of  the  United  States^  or,  for  want  of  them,  of  any  others^ 
at  their  choice;  sliall  collect  the  debts  due  to  the  deceased 
in  the  country  where  he  died,  and  pay  the  debts  due  froe 
his  estate  which  he  shall  have  there  contracted;  shall  sell 
at  auction,  after  reasonable  public  notice,  such  part  of  the 
estate  as  shall  be  of  a  perishable  nature,  and  subch  fiirtfaer 
part,  if  any,  as  shall  be;  necessary  for  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  bis  decease, 
the  residue;  and  the  balance  of  the  eatate  they  shall  trans- 
mit to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  be  bolden  in 
trust  for  the  legal  claimants.     But  if,  at  anv  time  before 
such  transmission,  the  legal  representative  of  thedeceased 
shall  appear,  and  demand  his  effects  in  their  hands,  they 
shall  deliver  tlicm  up,  being  paid  their  feci^  and  ritall 
cease  their  proceedings. 
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For  the  information  of  the  representative  of  the  de- 
ceased,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  consul  or  vice  consul 
authorized  to  proceed  as  aforesaid  in  the  settlement  of  his 
estate,  ironHediately  to  notify  his  death  in  one  of  the  ga- 
lettes  published  in  the  consulate,  and  also  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  the  same  may  be  notified  in  the  State  to 
which  the  deceased  shall  belong;  and  he  shall  also,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  an  in- 
ventory of  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  taken  as  before  di- 
rected. 

Sac.  3.  Jhfid  be  it  Jurihar  enaeled.  That  the  said  con- 
suls and  vice  consuls,  in  cases  where  ships  or  vessels  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  stranded  on  the  coasts  of  their 
consulates,  respectively,  shaJl,  as  far  as  the  laws  of  the 
country  will  permit,  take  proper  measures,  as  well  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  the  said  ships  or  vessels,  their  car- 
goes and  appurtenances,  as  for  storing  and  securing  the 
effects  and  merchandise  saved*  and  for  taking  an  inven- 
tory or  inventories  thereof;  and  the  merchandise  and  ef- 
fects saved,  with  the  inventory  or  inventories  thereof, 
taken  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  deducting  therefrom  the 
expense,  be  delivered  to  the  owner  or  owners:  Provided, 
That  no  consul  or  vice  consul  shall  have  authority  to  take 
possession  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  other 
property,  when  the  master,  owner,  or  consignee  thereof 
s  present,  or  capable  of  taking  possession  ofthe  same. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may 
ie  lawful  for  every  consul  and  vice  consul  of  the  United 
States  to  take  and  receive  the  following  fees  of  office  for 
he  services  which  he  shall  have  performed: 

For  autlienticating,  under  the  consular  sea),  every  pro- 
test, declaration,  depoiution,  or  other  act,  which  such  cap- 
a.ins,  masters,  mariners,  seamen,  passengers,  merchants, 
Dr  others,  as  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  re- 
ipectively  choose  to  make,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

For  taking  into  possession,  inventorying,  selling,  and 
inally  settling  and  paying,  or  transmitting,  as  aforesaid, 
he  balance  due  on  the  personal  estate  left  by  any  citizen 
)f  the  United  States  who  shall  die  within  the  limits  of 
lis  consulate,  five  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  such 
estate. 

For  taking  into  possession,  and  otherwise  proceeding 
)n,  any  such  estate  which  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the 
egal  representative  before  a  final  settlement  of  the  same, 
IS  is  hereinbefore  directed,  two  and  a  half  per  centum 
)n  such  part  delivered  over  as  shall  not  be  in  money,  and 
ive  per  centum  on  the  gross  amount  of  the  residue. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  consuls  and  vice  con- 
uls  of  the  United  States  to  give  receipts  for  all  fees 
vhich  they  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this  act,  expressing 
he  particular  services  for  which  they  are  paid. 

Sec  5.  ^d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  it  be 
bund  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States  that 

I  consul  or  consuls  be  appointed  to  reside  on  the  coast  of 
larbary,  the  President  be  authorized  to  allow  an  annual 
salary,  not  exceeding  tw^o  thousand  dollars,  to  each  per- 
on  so  to  be  appointed:  Provided,  That  such  salary  be 
lot  allowed  to  more  than  one  consul  for  any  one  of  the 
>tates  on  the  said  coast. 

Sec.  6.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  consul 
.iid  vice  consul  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  execution 
»f  their  ti'usts,  or  if  already  in  the  execution  ofthe  same, 
vithin  one  year  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or,  if  resi- 
lent  in  Asia,  within  two  years,  give  bond,  with  such 
ureties  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 

II  a  sum  of  not  less  than  two  thousand,  nor  more  than 
en  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful 
lischarge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  according  to  law, 
nd  also  for  truly  accounting  for  all  moneys,  gpoods,  and 
ffects,  which  may  come  into  his  possession  by  virtue  of 
hi<t  act:  and  the  said  bond  shall  be  lodged  in  the  office 
.f  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec  r.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  specifica- 


tion of  certain  powers  and  duties  in  this  act,  to  be  exer- 
cised or  performed  by  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  ofthe 
United  States,  shall  not  be  construed  to  the  exclusion  of 
others  resulting  from  the  nature  of  tlieir  appointments,  or 
any  treaty  or  convention  under  which  they  may  act 


Jin  act  of  Congress  of  February  28,  1803,  supplementary 
to  the  «  Act  concerning  Consub  and  Vice  Consuls,'*  and 
for  the  further  protection  qfjimerican  seamen. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  RqtresentaHves 
ofthe  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That, 
before  a  clearance  be  granted  to  any  vessel  bound  on  a 
forei£pn  voyage,  the  master  thereof  shall  deliver  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  customs  a  list,  containing  the  names,  places 
of  birth,  and  residence,  and  a  description  of  the  persons 
who  compose  his  ship's  company,  to  which  list  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  captain  shall  be  annexed,  that  the 
said  list  contains  the  names  of  his  crew,  together  with  the 
places  of  their  birth  and  residence,  as  far  as  he  can  ascer- 
tain them,  and  the  said  collector  shall  deliver  him  a  certi- 
fied copy  thereof,  for  which  the  collector  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents;  and  the  said 
master  shall,  moreover,  enter  into  bond,  with  sufficient 
security,  in  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  that  he  shall 
exhibit  the  aforesaid  certified  copy  of  the  list  to  the  first 
boarding  officer  at  the  first  port  in  the  United  States  at 
which  he  shall  arrive,  on  his  return  thereto,  and  then  and 
there  also  produce  the  persons  named  therein  to  the  said 
boarding  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  the 
men  with  such  list,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  collec- 
tor; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  at  the  said 
port  of  arrival,  (where  the  same  is  different  from  the  port 
from  which  the  vessel  originally  sailed,)  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  list  so  reported  to  him,  to  the  collector  of  the  port 
from  which  said  vessel  originally  sailed:  Provided,  That 
the  said  bond  shall  not  be  forfeited  on  account  of  the  said 
master  not  producing  to  the  first  boarding  officer,  as  afore- 
said, any  of  the  persons  contained  in  the  said  list,  who 
may  be  discharged  in  a  foreig^n  country  with  the  consent 
ofthe  consul,  vice  consul,  commercial  agent,  or  vice  com- 
mercial agent,  there  residing,  signified  in  writing,  under 
his  hand  and  official  seal,  to  oe  produced  to  the  collector 
with  the  other  persons  composing  the  crew,  as  aforesaid; 
nor  on  account  of  any  such  person  dying  or  abscond- 
ing, or  being  forcibly  impressed  into  other  service,  of 
which  satisfactory  proof  shall  be  then  also  exhibited  to  the 
collector. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  master  or  commander  of  a  ship  or  vessel  belonging 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  sail  from  any 
port  of  the  United  States  after  the  first  day  of  May  next, 
on  his  arrival  at  a  foreign  port,  to  deposite  his  register, 
sea  letter,  and  Mediterranean  passport,  with  the  consul, 
vice  consul,  commercial  agent,  or  vice  commercial  agent, 
(if  any  there  be  at  such  port;}  that,  in  case  of  refusal  or 
neglect  of  the  said  master  or  commander  to  deposite  the 
said  papers  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  the  said  consul,  vice  con- 
sul, commercial  agent,  or  vice  commercial  agent,  in  his 
own  name,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  in  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  consul,  vice  consul,  commercial  agent,  or  vice 
commercial  ag^nt,  on  such  master  or  commander  produc- 
ing to  him  a  clearance  from  the  proper  officer  ofthe  port 
where  his  ship  or  vessel  may  be,  to  deliver  to  the  said 
master  or  commander  all  of  his  said  papers:  Provided, 
Such  master  or  commander  shall  have  complied  with  the 
provisions  contained  in  this  act,  and  those  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  a  ship 
or  vessel  belonging  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  sold  in  a  foreign  country,  and  her  company  discharged^ 
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or  when  a  seaman  or  mariner,  a  citixen  of  the  United 
States,  shall,  with  his  own  consent,  be  dlschar|[^  in  a  fo- 
reigpn  country,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  master  or  com- 
mander to  produce  to  the  consul,  vice  consul,  commer- 
cial agent,  or  vice  commercial  agent,  the  list  of  his  ship's 
company,  certified  as  aforesaid,  and  to  pay  to  such  con- 
sul, vice  consul,  commercial  a^nt,  or  vice  commercial 
agent,  for  every  seaman  or  marmer  so  discharged,  being 
desig^ted  on  such  list  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States^ 
three  months'  pay  over  and  above  the  wages  which  may 
then  be  due  to  such  mariner  or  seaman,  two-thirds  thereof 
to  be  paid  by  such  consul  or  commercial  agent  to  each 
seaman  or  mariner  so  discharged,  upon  his  engagement 
on  board  of  any  vessel  to  return  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  other  remaining  third  to  be  retained  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  passages  ofsea- 
men  or  mariners,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  may 
be  desirous  of  returning  to  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  American  seamen  who  may  be  destitute, 
and  may  be  in  such  foreign  port;  and  the  several  sums 
retained  for  such  fund  shall  be  accounted  for  with  the 
treasury  every  six  months,  by  'the  persons  receiving  the 


Sxc.  4.  Jndhe  ii  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  consuls,  vice  consuls,  commercial  agents,  or  vice 
commercial  agent^  of  the  United  States,  from  time  to  time, 
to  provide  for  the  mariners  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  who  may  be  found  destitute  within  their  districts, 
respectively,  sufficient  subsistence  and  passu^es  to  some 
port  in  the  United  States,  in  the  most  reasonable  manner, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  such  in- 
structions as  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  give;  and  that  all 
masters  and  commanders  of  vessels  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  bound  to  some  port  of  the  same, 
are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  take  such  mariners 
or  seamen  on  board  of  their  ships  or  vessels,  at  the  request 
of  the  said  consuls,  vice  consuls,  commercial  agents,  or 
vice  commercial  agents,  respectively,  and  to  transport 
them  to  the  port  in  the  United  States  to  which  such  ships 
or  vessels  may  be  bound,  on  such  terms,  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars  for  each  person,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  said  master  and  consul  or  commercial  agent. 
And  the  said  mariners  or  seamen  shall,  if  able,  be  bound 
to  do  duty  on  board  such  ships  or  vessels,  according  to 
their  several  abilities:  Promded,  That  no  master  or  cap- 
tain of  anv  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  obliged  to  take  a  greater 
number  than  two  men  to  every  one  hundred  tons  burden 
of  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  on  any  one  voyage;  and  if  any 
such  captain  or  master  shall  refuse  the  same,  on  the  re- 
quest or  order  of  the  consul,  vice  consul,  commercial 
agent,  or  vice  commercial  ag^nt,  such  captain  or  master 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for 
each  mariner  or  seaman  so  refused,  to  be  recovered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States  in  any  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdic^on.  And  the  certificate  of  any  such  consul 
or  commercial  agent,  ^ven  under  his  hand  and  official 
seal,  shall  be  printa  facte  evidence  of  such  refusal,  in  any 
court  of  law  having  jurisdiction  for  the  recovery  of  the 
penalty  aforesaid. 

Skc.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  the  Secretary 
of  State  be  authorized  to  reimburse  the  consuls,  vice  con- 
suls, commercial  agents,  or  vice  commercial  agents,  such 
reasonable  sums  as  they  may  heretofore  have  advanced 
for  the  relief  of  seamen,  though  the  same  should  exceed 
the  rate  of  twelve  cents  a  man  per  diem. 

Sxc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  every  consul,  vice  consul,  commercial  agent, 
and  vice  commercial  agent  of  the  United  SUtes,  to  take 
and  receive,  for  every  certificate  of  discharge  of  any  sea- 
man or  mariner  in  a  foreign  port,  fifty  cents;  and  for  com- 
mission on  paying  and  receiving  the  amount  of  wages  pay- 
able on  the  discharge  of  seamen  in  foreign  ports,  two  and 
a  half  per  centum. 


Sxc.  7.  JInd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  oonsuU 
vice  consul,  commercial  agent,  or  vice  commerciaJ  agent 
shall,  fiUsely  and  knowingly,  certify  that  property  belong- 
ing to  foreigners  is  property  belonp^ng  to  citilzeBS  <^  Che 
United  States^  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollan,  at  the  discretioB  of  the 
court,  ami  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
three  years. 

Sxc.  8.  jSnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  consul, 
vice  consul,  commercial  ag^nt,  or  vice  commercial  agent 
shall  grant  a  passport,  or  other  paper,  cerdfyii^  that  any 
alien,  knowing  him  or  her  to  be  such,  is  a  citixen  of  the 
United  States,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  in  any  court 
of  competent  juriscUction,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  dollars. 


COJTSirLATX  or  THX  UiriTBD  BTATXS  Or  AJUKICA  AT  . 

7b  aU  to  wham  theee  presente  shall  eeme,  gtettmg/ 

No.—. 

[Deteripiion,—Age  —  years;  stature  —  feet  —  inches 
Eng.;  forehead;  eyes;  nose;  mouth;  chin;  hair;  complex- 
ion; face.     Signature  of  the  bearer.] 

I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, hereby  request  all  whom  it  may  concern,  to  permit 

safely  and  freely  to  pass ,  the  bearer  bereof,  a 

citizen  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  case  of  need,  to  give 
him  all  lawful  aid  and  protection. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my  consulate, 

[l.  s.]     at ,  in  the  year  of——,  of  the  independeace 

of  the  United  SUtes  the . 


[cimcui.Am.] 
DxrAETXXirT  or  Statx,  Jugiui  S,  1815. 

The  consular  uniform,  prescribed  in  the  standing  con- 
sular instructions,  is  abolished,  and  the  following  substi- 
tuted, viz. 

Single  breast  coat,  of  blue  cloth,  with  atandiRg*  cape  or 
collar,  and  ten  navy  buttons  in  front;  one  button  on  e»ck 
side  of  the  cape;  four  on  each  cufF;  four  under  endi  pocket 
flap;  and  one  on  each  hip  and  in  the  folds{  two  on  each  side 
in  the  centre;  and  one  on  each  side  of  the  aame,  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  skirts. 

The  front,  (from  the  cape  down  to  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  skirts,)  ciiffi^  cape,  and  pocket  &Mpa,  to  be  em- 
broidered in  gold,  representing  a  vine  composed  of  olive 
leaves;  and  the  button  holes  to  be  worked  wit^  gold 
thread;  the  button  holes  corresponding  with  tbe  width 
of  the  embroidery,  which  is  not  to  exceed  two  inches  io 
any  part. 

Vest  and  small  clothes  of  white,  and  navy  buttons;  the 
former  to  have  ten  in  front,  and  four  under  each  pocket 
flap.  With  this  dress,  a  cocked  hat,  small  sword,  aod 
shoes  and  buckles,  are  to  be  worn.  The  hat  to  be  fiir- 
nished  with  gold  loop,  gold  tassels,  and  black  cockade, 
with  gold  eagle  in  the  centre;  added  to  which,  it  is  to  be 
understood  tnat  the  mountings  of  the  sword  and  shce  ani 
knee  buckles  are  to  be  of  g^id,  otherwise  gilt. 

[CIBCULAE.] 

DsPAETif xvT  OP  Stats, 

Washington,  June  35,  1830. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  subjoin  the  copy  of  a  drcuhr 
letter  fi^m  the  Secretary  to  the  captains  of  the  naw,  pre- 
scribing the  rules  of  etiquette  to  be  observed  by  Aem  m 
relation  to  their  intercourse  with  the  consuls  of  the  United 
SUtes  resident  at  foreign  ports  where  they  may  arrive, 
and  to  sute  that  these  rules  entirely  coincide  with  the 
views  of  this  department  upon  the  subject. 

According  to  the  first,  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
residing  at  a  foreign  port  which  is  visited  by  a  ship  of 
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war  of  the  United  States,  is  to  receive  the  first  visit  from 
such  ship,  in  the  person  of  *n  officer  belon§ring  to  it,  de- 
puted and  sent  for  that  purpose  by  the  commander;  and 
this  officer  is  then  to  tender  to  the  consul  a  passage  to  the 
said  ship.  In  such  cases,  you  will  accordingly  avail  your- 
self of  the  proposed  accommodation  whenever  oecasion 
may  require,  as  well  for  the  purposes  of  making  the  first 
visit  to  the  ^commanding  officer  of  the  ship  in  question, 
(this  being  a  mark  of  jcourtesy  due  to  the  commission  and 
rank  he  holds  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,^  as  for  that 
of  offering  to  him  any  services  which  your  official  situation 
may  enable  you  to  render  for  the  convenience  of  his  ship, 
or  those  belonging  to  it;  and  you  will  accordingly  receive 
and  execute  any  such  commissions  as  may  be  entrusted  to 
vou  for  these  ends  by  him,  as  far  as  this  may  be  compati- 
ble with  your  sense  of  public  duty. 

According  to  the  second  and  last,  "  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  commander  of  any  of  our  ships  of  war  (command- 
ers of  squadrons  excepted)  to  visit  the  consul  general, 
and  offer  him  a  passage  to  the  ship  of  war."  The  consuls 
general  of  the  United  States,  where  there  are  such  offi- 
cers, will,  accordingly,  reciprocate  these  attentions  on 
the  part  of  the  commanders  of  the  ships  of  war,  or  will 
pay  the  first  honors  to  the  commanding  officers  of  squad- 
rons, as  the  case  may  be;  and  they  will,  of  course,  em- 
ploy their  good  offices,  as  far  as  it  may  be  useful  or  proper 
on  their  part,  to  promote  the  good  and  convenience  of 
the  service  in  which  such  vessels  are  engaged. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Nat^  DxPAaTxxvT,  June  33,  1830. 

SiB{  I  have  jLhe  honor  to  present,  herewith,  a  oopy  of 
the  regulations  of  this  department,  prepared  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  President,  for  the  government  of  the  com- 
manders of  our  ships  of  war  in  their  intencourse  with  the 
consuls  of  the  United  States  residing  in  foreign  ports, 

Should  it  meet  your  approbation,  it  will  be  communi- 
cated to  the  commanders  of  the  national  vessels  of  war; 
and  I  will  be  obliged  to  you,  when  convenient,  for  a  copy 
of  the  coVresponding  regulations  of  the  State  Department 
to  our  consuls  abroad. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  Maetiit  Yatt  BuaxF, 

Seertlary  of  State, 


[ciacuLAE.] 

Njlyt  DupARTXxirr,  June  22,  183  \ 

To  promote  harmony  and  concert  of  action  between 
the  commanders  of  our  ships  of  war  and  consuls  of  the 
UnHed  States  residing  in  foreign  ports,  the  following  re- 
gulations have  been  established  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  are  promulgated  for  the 
government  of  the  officers  concerned. 

1 .  Upon  entering  a  foreign  port  where  a  consul  of  the 
United  States  remdes,  the  commander  of  any  of  our  ships 
of  war  shall  send  a  boat  on  shore  with  an  officer  on  board, 
who  shall  visit  the  consul,  and  tender  to  him  a  passage  to 
the  ship  of  war. 

2.  Where  a  consul  general  resides,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  commander  of  any  of  our  ships  of  war  (command- 
ers of  squadrons  excepted)  to  visit  the  consul  general,  and 
offer  him  a  passage  to  the  ship  of  war. 

3.  The  commander  of  a  squadron  will  send  a  boat  on 
shore,  as  prescribed  in  the  first  regulation,  tendering  to 
-the  consul  or  consul  generid  a  passage  on  board  to  the 
4ag  ship  of  war. 

JNO.  BRANCH. 


REPUCTION  OP  POSTAGE,  &c 

In  Ssztatx,  January  22,  1833. 

Mr.  GBUNDT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  directing  an  inquiry 
'<  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  and  ecjuatizing  the 
rates  of  postage,  and  particularly  of  abolishing  the  post- 
age on  newspapers,"  have  had  the  same  under  consi* 
deration,  ana  report: 

That  a  majority  of  the  committee,  after  the  resolution 
was  referred  to  them,  determined,  at  their  first  meeting, 
that  the  transportation  of  the  mail  ought  not  to  be  made 
a  charge  upon  the  public  treasury,  and  that  the  depart- 
ment should  rely  exclusively  upon  its  own  resources,  ex- 
cept the  expenditures  in  the  General  Post  Office.  They 
accordingly  directed  the  chairman  to  address  a  letter  to 
the  Postmaster  Genera],  asking  his  opinion  and  views  as 
to  what  could  be  done,  consistently  with  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  committee.  A  copy  of  that  letter,  and  the 
answer  of  the  Postmaster  General,  accompany  this  re- 
port; and,  from  the  faats  disclosed  in  the  letter,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  such  sufficient  cause 
of  complaint  against  the  rates  of  postage  now  imposed  by 
law,  as  would  justify  any  material  reduction  of  them;  es- 
pecially when  it  is  ascertained  that  such  reduction  would 
diminish  mail  accommodations,  and  thereby  impair  the 
usefulness  of  the  department.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Beeohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  pass 
any  act  reducing  or  changing  the  rates  of  postage. 

SxiTATB  Chambxe,  Jonuory  7,  1833. 

DxAa  Sir:  I  liave  been  directed  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  and  to  ask  your  opi- 
nion and  views  in  relation  to  the  several  subjects  embrac- 
ed in  sud  resolutions.  The  committee  have  decided  that 
the  Post  Office  Department  should  rely  exclusively  upon 
its  own  resources  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  and, 
of  course,  any  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage  should  be 
made  upon  that  principle,  and  not  under  the  expectation 
that  a  deficiency  would  be  supplied  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  SUtes. 

Tours,  with  respect, 

FELIX  GRUNDY. 

Hon,  WiLLiAX  T.  Baebt, 

Postmaster  Oeneral, 


Post  Omcs  Dbfabtmbitt, 

January  19,  1833. 

Sib:  Tri  answer  to  your  inquiry  concerning  my  opinion 
and  views  in  relation  to  the  several  subjects  embraced  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  passed  the  2d  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state: 

From  the  earliest  peripd  of  our  Government,  when  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country  was  much  more  limit- 
ed, and,  consequently,  its  nominal  value  much  greater 
than  at  present,  there  has  been  no  essential  variation  in 
the  price  of  postage,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
statements.  The  law  of  Februaryi  1792,  fi^ed  the  rates 
thus: 

Postage  on  a  single  letter,  for  any  distance  not  exceed- 
ing 30  miles,  6  cents. 

Exceeding  30  miles,  and  not  exceeding  60  mil^s,  8  cts. 
«c        50     <f  c«        100     •«    10     «• 

"      100  ««  «*  150  M  12J  « 

"      150  •*  ««  200  "  15     " 

200  ««  "  250  «•  17 

250  •«  «*  350  •«  20 

350  ««  "  450  •*  22 

*f      450  «  25     •« 


«« 
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Newspaper  postage,  not  exceeding      100  miles,  1 
Exceeding    -        -        -        -        -      100     "      U 
The  law  was  revised  by  Cong^ss  in  May,  1794,  and  the 

same  rates  of  postage  were  again  determined  upon,  as 

above  sUted,  in  1792. 
The  law  of  March  2,  1799,  fixed  the  rates  of  postage 

as  follows: 

Sinele  letter  postage,  for  any  distance  not  exceeding 
40  miles,  8  cents. 

Exceeding  40  miles,  and  not  exceeding  90  miles,  10  cts. 
««        90     ««  ««      150     •*     12J  " 

150     "  "      300     "     17 

300     '*  "      500     «'     20 

500     ««  25 

Newspaper  postage  continued  as  before. 

The  law  was  revised  in  1810,  but  no  change  made  in 
the  rates  of  postage. 

From  February  1,  1815,  to  March  31,  1816,  fifty  per 
cent,  was  added  to  all  posUges,  for  the  purpose  of  raismg 
a  revenue  in  aid  of  the  expenses  of  the  war  in  which  the 
country  was  then  engaged. 

In  April,  1816,  Congress  established  the  rates  as  they 
now  stand,  to  wit: 

Single  letter  postage,  for  any  distance  not  exceeding 
30  miles,  6  cents. 

Exceeding  :>0  miles,  and  not  exceeding  80  miles,  10  cts. 
80     "  "      150     "     12i  " 

150     ««  ««      400     •«     18} 

400     *'  25 

Newspaper  postage  continued  as  before,  except  that 
the  postage  was  reduced  to  one  cent.,  though  conveyed 
more  than  100  miles,  if  delivered  in  the  same  State  in 
which  it  was  printed.  *" 

In  1825  tlie  law  was  revised,  but  the  rates  of  postage 
were  confirmed,  as  above,  in  1816. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  was  warranted  in  the  con- 
clusion that  the  rates  of  postage  were  so  far  settled  as  that 
no  important  difference  in  tlieir  aggregate  amount  was  to 
be  contemplated.  An  experience  of  forty  years,  with- 
out producing  an  opposite  conviction  in  the  public  mind, 
was  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  the 
principle  was  settled.  On  this  principle  all  the  existing 
contracts  for  transporting  the  mails  have  been  predicated. 
A  reduction  of  the  rates  will,  of  course,  require  a  very 
important  reduction  in  the  mail  facilities  of  the  country. 

In  relation  to  postage  on  newspapers,  the  consequence 
will  be  no  less  embarrassing.  The  expense  of  their  trans- 
portation is  very  great,  and  their  numbers  are  continually 
multiplying.  It  is  an  occurrence  of  almost  every  day, 
that  more  than  a  ton  weight  of  newspapers  is  carried  in 
one  mail  for  hundreds  of  miles  together,  and  at  the  rate 
of  from  eighty  to  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  a  day;  and 
if  the  postage  on  them  shall  be  abolished,  the  number  will 
be  multiplied,  and  the  expense  of  their  transportation  in- 
creased. It  will  probably  be  the  means  of  superseding 
many  of  our  village  newspapers  by  supplying  their  place 
with  papers  from  the  cities,  which  will  render  it  difficult 
to  provide  for  their  rapid  transportation  at  any  expense. 
The  postages  returned  on  newspapers  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  June  last,  amounted  to  $254,796  64.  If 
this  sum  shall  be  abstracted  from  the  revenues  of  the  de- 
partment, and  the  same,  or  increased  services  still  per- 
formed, it  must  be  obvious  that  its  present  operations 
cannot  be  continued  upon  its  own  resources. 

The  conveyance  of  letters  by  mail  affords  a  considera- 
ble revenue,  with  but  little  weight  to  transport.  That 
revenue  is  the  principal  support  of  the  department.  The 
conveyance  of  newspapers,  by  mail,  gives  a  heavyweight 
to  transport,  with  but  a  light  revenue  compared  with  their 
weight.  If  the  revenue  arising  from  letter  postage  shaU 
be  materially  diminished,  or  if  that  arising  from  newspa- 
pers shall  be  abolished,  it  will  be  necessary  so  to  abridge 
the  mail  facilities  of  Uie  country,  as  that  daily  mails  can- 


not be  carried  except  between  the  principal  commercial 
cities  on  the  seaboard.  The  frequency  and  celerity  of 
mail  intercourse  must  almost  every  where  be  diminished; 
horse  transportation  must  be  substituted  for  that  ol*  mail 
coaches  on  many  important  routes,  and  distinct  and  mere 
tardy  methods  must  be  adopted  for  transporting  iiewap«- 
pers  than  letters.  Such  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences, unless  provision  shall  be  made  to  defiray  the  ex- 
pense from  the  treasury — a  resort  never  solicttec^  never 
desired,  and  never  given. 

With  these  views,  which  are  the  result  of  certain  cal- 
culation, the  course  which  it  will  be  most  eligible  to 
adopt,  is  respectfiUly  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  BARRT. 
Hon.  FxLix  GmvKDT,  Chairman  of  the 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Booda^ 
V.  a.  Senate. 


Report  from  the  Postmaster  General^  in  eompUaut  teiik  a  re- 
solution  of  the  Senate^  relating  to  the  expaues  oftnmapGH- 
ing  the  Jfoi  A  and  extra  auowanees  made  to  itmiradm^ 

In  Sbitati,  February  21,  1833. 
Post  Ovvicb  Department,  19M  FArwsry^  1833. 

Sn:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated 
June  9,  1832,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  resolution  calls  fur  a  report  of  "  the  amount  of  ex- 
pense of  transporting  the  mail,  and  all  the  contingent  and 
other  expenses  attending  the  post  offices  in  each  State,  so 
far  as  the  same  can  be  ascertained,  with  the  amount  of  ex- 
tra allowances  made  to  contractors  since  the  1st  of  January, 
1830." 

Npt  having  received  official  information  of  the  passage 
of  the  resolution,  I  was  not  apprised  of  its  existence  till 
some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion; when,  being  advised  of  it  through  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  the  journals  of  the  last  session 
were  searched,  where  it  was,  for  the  first  time,  discovered 
by  me.  This  will  account  for  the  delay  to  fiirnish  the  an- 
swer. 

The  accounts  of  postmasters,  with  their  compensation, 
and  the  contingent  expenses  of  their  several  offices,  are 
kept  in  alphabetical  order,  and  not  separately,  by  Stales; 
ana  the  separation  of  the  various  items  of  charge  in  the 
whole  number  of  nine  thousand  accounts  for  each  quarter 
of  a  year,  amounting  to  about  seventy  thousand  tor  the 
whole  time  embraced  in  the  resolution,  and  exhibiting  the 
amount  in  each  State  separately,  Would  occapy  a  greater 
length  of  time  than  the  period  of  any  one  session  would 
admit,  and  an  amount  of  labor  far  beyond  what  is  allotted 
to  the  business  of  the  department. 

The  incidental  expenses  of  the  department  conast  prin- 
cipally in  the  disbursements  ntade  for  mail  bags,  mail  locks 
and  keys,  blanks  for  postmabters'  accounts,  post  bilk, 
wrapping  paper  for  putting  up  mails,  agencies,  &c.  The 
mail  bags  and  locks  are  sent  indiscriminately  through  afl 
the  States;  and  agencies  are  common  to  difTerent  States. 
Blanks  are  furnished  to  each  postmaster  according  to  the 
magnitude  of  his  office,  witliout  any  account  of  the  exact 
expense  of  the  amount  sent  to  each.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
possible  to  specify  the  amount  of  expense  in  each  State. 

In  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  a  very  considerkble 
proportion  of  the  routes  run  partly  into  one  Stale  and 
partly  into  another;  and,  in  some  instances,  the  same  route 
runs  into  three  or  four  different  States.  In  these  cases  it 
is  imposnble  to  determine  what  proportion  of  the  expense 
is  incurred  for  the  transportation  in  each  Stite«     Madl 
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routes  also  frequently  pass  through  a  State  for  the  benefit 
of  other  States,  rather  than  for  the  benefit  of  the  State 
through  which  they  pass.  Such  is  the  great  mail  route 
between  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  It  is  placed  under 
the  head  of  New  Jersey.  Thirty  miles  of  it  are  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  fifty-nine  in  New  Jersey,  and  one  mile  in 
New  York;  yet  it  is  principally  for  the  benefit  of  the  two 
cities,  which  constitute  its  extreme  points;  and  more  than 
five  times  the  benefit  of  it  results  to  New  York  above  that 
of  New  Jersey.  This  principle  is  still  more  strikingly 
illustrated  in  the  mail  route  between  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans. It  runs  into  the  three  States  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Louisiana.  More  than  half  of  the  whole  route 
is  in  Mississippi,  and  of  course  more  than  half  its  expense 
is  incurred  for  transporting  the  mail  in  Mississippi;  yet  the 
State  of  Mississippi  derives  no  immediate  benefit  from  it, 
except  the  supply  of  the  little  isolated  ofiice  ofPascagou- 
la,  which  does  not  yield  $100  a  year  nett  revenue  to  the 
department.  It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious  that,  if  the 
iixact  amount  expended  for  transporting  the  mail  in  each 
State  could  be  given,  it  would  but  very  imperfectly  exhi- 
3it  the  amount  of  expenditure  for  the  benefit  of  each  State, 
}r  the  comparative  view  of  mail  accommodation  which 
:acli  State  enjoys.  But  another  difiiculty)  presents  it- 
self, which  cannot  well  be  obviated.  It  often  happens, 
ind  in  the  most  important  mail  routes,  that  one  person 
)r  company  contracts  for  a  gross  sum  for  carrying  the 
Tiail  on  several  routes  lying  in  different  States.  In  such 
:ases  there  is  no  rule  by  which  it  can  be  ascertained  what 
sroportion  of  that  sum  is  applicable  to  the  transportation 
n  each  State.  If  the  division  should  be  estimated  in  the 
ixact  proportion  to  the  number  of  miles  travelled  in  each 
State,  it  would  be  exceedingly  incorrect,  because  the 
transportation  of  the  mail,  owing  to  the  difference  of  roads, 
the  different  degrees  of  weight  and  celerity,  and  the  dif- 
ference in  number  of  passengers,  costs  four  times  as  much 
-icr  mile  on  some  routes  as  upon  others  in  the  same  vi-; 
;inity. 

The  mail  routes  in  the  United  States  are  divided  into 
bur  sections,  viz.  the  northeastern,  comprising  the  States 
)f  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
lihode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  New  York;  the  middle, 
comprising  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
,vare,  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  and  the  Territory 
>f  Michigan;  the  southern,  comprising  the  States  of  Vir- 
pnia.  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and 
he  Territory  of  Florida;  the  southwestern,  comprising 
he  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
^lissouri,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  and  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

Without  a  greater  amount  of  labor  than  can  be  given  to 
t  during  the  present  session,  the  division  of  the  expense 
or  transportation  cannot  be  made  beyond  that  of  the  four 
li  visions. 

The  amount  of  expense  for  transporting  the  mail  from 
he  Ist  January,  1830,  to  the  1st  January,  1832,  was — 
i-'or  the  northeastern  section  -  -  ^640,024  29 

b\)r  the  middle  section  ...  780,976  41 
H'or  the  southern  section      -  -  -    701,476  68 

r^or  the  southwestern  section  -  -    469,776  16 


Total 


$2,592,253  54 


The  amount  of  extra  allowances  made  to  the  contractors 
luring  the  same  period  was — 

In  the  northeastern  divinon  ...  $25,035  73 
[n  the  middle  division  ...    41,31574 

n  the  southern  division         -  -  •      2,101  27 

In  the  southwestern  division  ...    50,619  13 


Total  amount  of  additional  allowances  for  two 


years 


.#119,071  87 


There  was  a  saving  durinp^  the  same  time 
in  renewing  tlie  contracts  m  two  divisions, 
viz. 

Southwestern  division,  from  January  1,  1830     19,195  37 
Southern  division,  from  January  1,  1831      -     25,047  87 

$44,243  24 


Leaving  the  amount  of  extra  allowances  from 
January  1,  1830,  to  Januar}'  1,  1832,  be- 
yond tlie  amount  curtailed  in  the  same  pe- 
riod   $74,828  63 

The  amount  of  expenses  for  transporting  the  mail  for 

the  year  1831,  was  -  -  -  $1,320,097  56 

The  amount  of  expenses  for  transporting 

the  mail  for  the  year  1829,  was  -     1,245,268  93 

The  difference  agreeing  with  the  above 
statement  of  increase,  is  •  -        $74,828  63 

The  amount  paid  for  compensation  to  postmasters)  includ- 
ing the  contingent  expenses  of  their  offices,  from  Janu- 
ary 1,  1830,  to  January  1,  1832,  was  -   $1,278,963  60 

The  incidental  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment were,  from  January  1,  1830,  to 
January  1,  1832  -  -  -        135,837  32 

The  foregoing  statements  exhibit  the  whole  expenses 

of  the  department  for  the  two  years  from  January  1,  1830, 

to  Januaf)'  1,  1832,  viz. 

For  transportation  of  the  mails    •  -   $2,592,253  54 

Compensation  to  postmasters,  including 
the  contingent  expenses  of  their  offices    1,278,963  60 

Incidental  expenses  -  -  -        135,837  32 

$4,007,054  46 


I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  BARRY. 
To  the  honorable  Hush  L.  Whits, 

President  of  the  Senate. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmit' 
ting  copies  of  the  proclamation  and  proceedings  in  re- 
lation to  SoiUh  Carolina. 

Iir  Ser'ate,  January  16,  1833. 

Crentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Eepreseniatives  of 

the  United  States,- 

In  my  annual  metsagpe,  at  the  commencement  of  your 
present  session,  I  adverted  to  the  opposition  to  the  re- 
venue laws  in  a  particular  quarter  of  the  United  States, 
which  threatened  not  merely  to  thwart  their  execution, 
but  to  endanger  the  integrity  of  the  Union.  And  al- 
though I  then  expressed  my  reliance  that  it  might  be 
overcome  by  the  prudence  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  and  the  patriotism  of  tlie  people,  I  stated  that, 
should  the  emer^ncy  arise  rendering  the  execution  of 
the  existing  laws  impracticable  from  any  cause  whatever, 
prompt  notice  should  be  given  to  Congress,  with  the  sug- 
gfestion  of  sack  views  and  measures  as  mi^t  be  necessa- 
ry to  meet  it. 

Events  which  have  occurred  in  the  quarter  then  allud- 
ed to,  or  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  subsequent- 
ly, present  this  emergency. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  message,  I  have  had 
officially  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  which  I  now  communicate  to  Congress,  a  copy 
of  the  ordinance  passed  by  the  convention  which  assem- 
bled at  Columbia,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  No- 
vember last,  declaring  certun  acts  of  Congress  therein 
mentioned,  within  the  limits  of  that  State,  to  be  absolutely 
null  and  void,  and  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
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Proceedings  in  relation  to  South  Carolina. 


to  pass  such  laws  as  would  be  necessary  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect  from  and  after  the  1st  of  February  next. 

The  consequences  to  which  this  extraordinary  defiance 
of  the  just  authority  of  the  Government  might  too  sure- 
ly lead,  were  clearly  foreseen,  and  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  hesitate  as  to  my  own  duty  in  such  an  emergency. 
The  ordinance  had  been  passed,  however,  without  any 
certain  knowledge  of  the  recommendation  which,  from  a 
view  of  the  interests  of  the  nation  at  large,  the  Execu- 
tive had  determined  to  submit  to  Congress;  and  a  hope 
was  indulged  that,  by  frankly  explaining  his  sentiments, 
and  the  nature  of  those  duties  which  the  crisis  would  de- 
volve upon  him,  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  might 
be  induced  to  retrace  their  steps.  In  this  hope,  I  deter- 
mined to  issue  my  proclamation  of  the  10th  of  December 
last,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  lay  before  Congress. 

1  regret  to  inform  you  that  these  rea.soiiable  expecta- 
tions have  not  been  realized,  and  that  the  several  acts  of 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  which  I  now  lay  before 
you,  and  which  have,  all  and  each  of  them,  finally  passed, 
after  a  knowledge  of  the  desire  of  the  administration  to 
modify  the  laws  complained  of,  are  too  well  calculated, 
both  in  iheir  positive  enactments,  and  in  the  spirit  of  op- 
position which  they  obviously  encourage,  wholly  to  ob- 
struct Ihc  collection  of  the  revenue  within  the  limits  of 
that  State. 

Up  to  this  period,  neither  the  recommendation  of  the 
Executive  in  regard  to  our  financial  policy  and  impost 
system,  nor  the  disposition  manifested  by  Congress 
promptly  to  act  upon  that  subject,  nor  the  unequivocal 
expression  of  the  public  will,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
appears  to  have  prcxluced  any  relaxation  in  the  measures 
of  opposition  adopted  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina; 
nor  is  there  any  reason  to  hope  that  the  ordinance  and 
laws  will  be  abandoned. 

I  have  no  knowledge  that  an  attempt  has  been  made^ 
or  that  it  is  in  contemplation,  to  reassemble  either  the 
convention  or  the  Legislature;  and  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  interval  before  the  1st  of  February  is  too  short 
tu  admit  of  the  preliminary  steps  necessary  fur  that  pur- 
pose. It  appears,  moreover,  that  the  State  authorities 
are  actively  organizing  their  military  resources,  and  pro- 
viding the  means,  and  giving  the  most  solemn  assurances 
of  protection  and  support  to  all  who  shall  enlist  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  revenue  laws. 

A  recent  proclamation  of  the  present  Governor  of 
South  Carolina  has  openly  defied  the  authority  of  the 
Executive  of  the  Union,  and  general  orders  from  the 
head  quarters  of  the  State  announced  his  determination 
to  accept  the  semces  of  volunteers,  and  his  belief  that, 
sliOtiiu  tbeif  country  need  their  services,  they  will  be 
found  at  the  post  of  honor  and  duty,  ready  to  lay  down 
their  lives  in  her  defence.  Under  these  orders,  the  forces 
referred  to  are  directed  to  "hold themselves  in  readiness 
to  take  the  field  at  a  moment's  warning;"  and  in  the  city 
of  Charleston,  within  a  collection  district  and  a  port  of 
entry,  a  rendezvous  has  been  opened  for  the  purpose  of 
enlisting  men  for  the  mag^ine  and  municipal  guard. 
Thtts,  South  Carolina  presents  herself  in  the  attitude  of 
hostile  preparation,  and  ready  even  for  military  violence, 
if  need  be,  to  enforce  her  laws  for  preventing  the  collec- 
tion of  tiie  duties  within  her  limits. 

Proceedings  thus  announced  and  mattered  must  be  dis- 
tinguished from  menaces  of  unlawful  resistance  by  irre- 
gular bodies  of  people,  who,  acting  under  temporary  de- 
lusion, may  he  restrained  by  reflection,  and  the  influence 
of  public  opinion,  from  the  commission  of  actual  outrage. 
Im  tlie  present  instance,  aggression  may  be  regarded  as 
committed  when  it  is  officially  authorized,  and  the  means 
of  enforcing  it  fully  provided. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  is  the  determination  of  the  authorities  of  South  Caroli- 
na fully  to  carry  into  effect  their  ordinance  and  laws  afler 


the  1st  of  February.  It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  to 
bring  the  subject  to  the  serious  consideration  of  Congress, 
in  order  that  such  measures  as  they,  in  tlieir  wi8dom«  may 
deem  fit,  shall  be  seasonably  provided  $  and  that  it  may 
be  thereby  understood  that,  while  th^  Government  is  dis- 
posed to  remove  all  just  cause  of  complaint,  as  far  as  may 
be  practicable  consistently  with  a  proper  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  community  at  large,  it  is,  nevertheless, 
determined  tliat  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  shall  be  main- 
tained. 

In  making  this  communication,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
proper  not  onlv  that  I  should  lay  before  you  tbe  acts  and 
proceedings  of'^South  Carolina,  but  that  I  should  also  ful- 
ly acquaint  you  with  those  steps  which  I  have  already 
caused  to  be  taken  for  the  due  collection  of  the  revenue, 
and  with  my  views  of  the  subject  generally,  that  the  sug- 
gestions which  the  constitution  requires  me  to  make,  in 
regard  to  your  future  legislation,  may  be  better  under- 
stood. 

This  subject  having  early  attracted  the  anxious  atten- 
tion of  the  Executive,  as  soon  as  it  was  probable  that  the 
authorities  of  South  Carolina  seriously  meditated  res»t- 
ance  to  the  fiiithful  execution  of  the  revenue  laws*  it  vras 
deemed  advisable  that  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury 
should  particularly  instruct  the  officers  of  tbe  United 
States  in  that  part  of  the  Union  as  to  the  nature  of  l\\e 
duties  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws. 

Instructions  were  accordingly  issued  on  the  6lh  of  No- 
vember to  the  collectors  in  that  State,  pointing  out  their 
respective  duties,  and  enjoining  upon  each  a  firm  and  vi- 
gilant, but  discreet  performance  of  them  in  the  emergen- 
cy then  apprehended. 

I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  these  instnictions,  and  of 
the  letter  addressed  to  the  district  attorney  requesting  his 
co-operation.  These  instructions  were  dictated  in  tbe 
hope  that,  as  the  opposition  to  the  laws  by  the  artomaloos 
proceeding  of  nullification  was  represented  to  be  of  a  pa- 
cific nature,  to  be  pursued,  substantially,  according  to 
the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  without  resortii^,  in 
any  event,  to  force  or  violence,  the  measures  of  its  ad- 
vocates would  he  taken  in  conformity  with  that  profes- 
sion; and,  on  such  supposition,  tlic  means  afforded  by  the 
existing  laws  would  have  been  adequate  to  meet  &ny 
emergency  likely  to  arise. 

It  was,  however,  not  possible  alto^^thcr  to  suppress 
apprehension  of  the  excesses  to  which  the  ezcitennent 
prevailing  in  that  qtiartcr  might  lead:  but  it  certatn- 
ly  was  not  foreseen  that  the  meditated  obstruction  lo  lV\e 
laws  would  so  soon  openly  assume  its  present  character. 

Subsequently  to  the  date  of  those  instructions^  howe- 
ver, the  ordinance  of  the  convention  was  passed,  which, 
if  complied  with  by  the  people  of  that  State,  must  effec- 
tually render  inoperative  the  present  revenue  laws  with- 
in her  limits. 

That  ordinance  declares  and  ordains,  *<  that  the  sevcril 
acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  Unitcil 
States,  purporting  to  be  laws  for  the  imposing  of  duties 
and  imposts  on  the  importation  of  foreign  commoditle*, 
and  now  having  operation  and  effect  within  the  United 
States;  and,  more  especially,  *An  act  in  alteration  of  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,'  approved  on  the 
19th  of  May,  1828;  and  also  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  :o 
alter  and  amend  tbe  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,' approved  on  the  I4lh  July,  1832,  arc  unauthc^- 
izcd  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  viokte 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  are  null  and 
void,  and  no  law,  nor  binding  upon  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  its  officers,  and  citizens;  and  all  promise^  con- 
tracts, and  obligations  made  or  entered  into,  or  to  be 
made  or  entered  into,  with  purpose  to  secure  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  acts,  and  all  judicial  proceedina:^ 
which  shall  be  hereafter  had  in  affirmance  thereol^  arr  and 
shall  be  held  utterly  null  and  vo;d.^ 
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It  also  ordains,  "  tliat  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  of 
the  constituted  authorities,  whether  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  or  of  the  United  States,  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts  within  the  limits  of  the 
State,  but  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to 
adopt  such  measures,  and  pass  such  acts  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  give  full  effect  to  this  ordinance,  and  to  prevent 
the  enforcement  and  arrest  the  operation  of  the  said  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  limits  of  the  State,  from  and  after  the  1st  of 
February  next;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  alt  other  con- 
stituted authorities,  and  of  all  other  persons  residing  or 
being  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined,  to  obey  and  give  effect  to  this  or- 
dinance, and  such  acts  and  measures  of  the  Legislature  as 
may  be  passed  or  adopted  in  obedience  thereto." 

It  further  ordains,  ''that  in  no  case  of  law  or  equity, 
decided  in  the  courts  of  the  State,  wherein  shall  be  drawn 
in  question  the  authority  of  this  ordinance,  or  the  validi- 
ty of  such  act  or  acts  of  the  Legislature  as  may  be  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  thereto,  or  the  validity  of 
the  aforesaid  acts  of  Congress  imposing  duties,  shall  any 
appeal  be  taken  or  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  nor  shall  any  copy  of  the  record  be  per- 
mitted or  allowed  for  that  purpose;  and  the  person  or 
l)ersons  attempting  to  take  such  appeal  may  be  dealt  with 
as  for  a  contempt  of  court." 

It  likewise  ordains,  **  that  all  persons  holding  any  office 
r»r  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  civil  or  military,  under  the 
State,  shall,  within  such  time,  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
Legislature  shall  prescribe,  take  an  oath  well  and  truly  to 
obey,  execute,  and  enforce  this  ordinance,  and  such  act 
or  acts  of  the  Legislature  as  may  be  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
same;  and  on  the  neglect  or  omission  of  any  such  person 
or  persons  so  to  do,  his  or  their  office  or  offices  shall  be 
forthwith  vacated,  and  shall  be  filled  up  as  if  such  person 
or  persons  were  dead,  or  had  resigned;  and  no  person 
liereafter  elected  to  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust, 
civil  or  military,  shall,  until  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise 
provide  and  direct,  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office, 
or  be,  in  any  respect,  competent  to  discharge  the  duties 
thereof,  until  he  shall,  in  like  manner,  have  taken  a  simi- 
lar oath;  and  no  juror  shall  be  empannelled  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  the  State,  in  any  cause  in  which  shall  be  drawn 
ill  question  this  ordinance,  or  any  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  in  pursuance  tliereof,  unless  he  shall  first,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  oatli,  have  taken  an  oath  that  he  will 
well  and  truly  obey,  execute,  and  enforce  this  ordinance, 
and  stir.h  act  or  acts  of  the  Legislature  as  may  be  passed  to 
c:irry  the  same  into  operation  and  effect,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof." 

Tlic  ordinance  concludes:  "  And  we,  the  people  of 
Soutli  Carolina,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  fully  understood 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people 
;)f  the  co-SLites,  that  we  arc  determined  to  maintain  this 
:)rdln:incc  and  declaration  at  every  hazard,  do  further  de- 
clare that  we  will  not  submit  to  the  application  of  force 
m  llic  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  reduce  this 
rotate  to  obedience;  but  that  we  will  consider  the  passage 
jy  Congress  of  any  act  autliorizing  the  employment  of  a 
inilitary  or  naval  force  against  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
ja,  her  constituted  authorities,  or  citizens;  or  any  act 
i!j  )r:s!iiiig  or  closing  the  ports  of  this  Stite,  or  any  of 
hem,  or  otherwise  obstructing  the  free  ingress  and  egress 
)f  vessels  to  and  from  the  said  ports?  or  any  other  act  on 
ho  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  coeix^e  the  State, 
jhut  up  her  ports,  destroy  or  harass  her  commerce,  or  to 
Ml  force  the  acts  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  void, 
illu'rwise  than  through  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  country, 
IS  inconsistent  with  the  longer  continuance  of  South 
Carolina  in  the  Union;  and  that  the  people  of  this  State 
vill  thenceforth  hold  themselves  absolved  from  all  fur- 


ther obligation  to  maintain  or  preserve  their  political  con- 
nexion with  the  people  of  the  other  States,  and  will  forth- 
with proceed  to  organize  a  separate  Government,  and  to 
do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States  may  of  right  do." 

This  solemn  denunciation  of  the  laws  and  authority  of 
the  United  States  has  been  followed  up  by  a  series  of 
acts,  on  the  part  of  the  autliorities  of  that  State,  which 
manifest  a  determination  to  render  inevitable  a  resort  to 
those  measures  of  self-defence  which  the  paramount  duty 
of  the  Federal  Government  requires;  but,  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  which,  that  State  will  proceed  to  execute  the 
purpose  it  has  avowed  in  this  ordinance,  of  withdrawing 
from  the  Union. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  the  Legislature  assembled 
at  Columbia;  and,  on  their  meeting,  the  Governor  laid 
before  them  the  ordinance  of  the  convention.  In  his 
message  on  that  occasion,  he  acquaints  them  that  "•  this 
ordinance  has  thus  become  a  part  of  the  fundamental  law 
of  Soutli  Carolina;"  that  "the  die  has  been  at  last  cast, 
and  South  Carolina  has  at  length  appealed  to  her  ulterior 
sovereignty  as  a  member  of  this  confederacy,  and  has 
planted  herself  on  her  reserved  rights.  The  rightful  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  is  not  a  question  which  we  shall  any 
longer  argue.  It  is  sufficient  that  she  has  willed  it,  and 
that  the  act  is  done;  nor  is  its  strict  compatibility  with  our 
constitutional  obligation  to  all  laws  passed  by  the  General 
Government,  within  the  authorized  grants  of  power, 
to  be  drawn  in  question,  when  this  uiterposition  is  exert- 
ed in  a  case  in  which  the  compact  has  been  p^pably,  de- 
liberately, and  dangerously  violated.  That  it  brings  up 
a  conjuncture  of  deep  and  momentous  interest,  is  neither 
to  be  concealed  nor  denied.  This  crisis  presents  a  class 
of  duties  which  is  referable  to  yourselves.  You  have 
been  commanded  by  the  people,  in  their  highest  sove- 
reignty, to  take  care  that,  within  the  limits  of  this  State, 
their  will  shall  be  obeyed."  **  The  measure  of  legisla- 
tion," he  says,  **  which  you  have  to  employ  at  this  crisis, 
is  the  precise  amount  of  such  enactments  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  render  it  utterly  impossible  to  collect,  within 
our  limits  the  duties  imposed  by  the  protective  tariffs 
thus  nullified."  He  proceeds:  '<  That  you  should  arm  every 
citizen  with  a  civil  process,  by  which  he  may  claim,  if  he 
pleases,  a  restitution  of  his  goods,  seized  undei*  the  exist- 
ing imposts,  on  his  giving  security  to  abide  the  issue  of  a 
suit  at  law,  and,  at  the  same  time,  define  what  shall  con- 
stitute treason  against  the  State,  and,  by  a  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties,  compel  obedience,  and  punish  disobedience 
to  your  own  laws,  arc  points  too  obvious  to  require  any 
discussion.  In  one  word,  you  must  survey  the  whole 
ground.  You  must  look  to  and  provide  for  all  possible 
contingencies.  In  your  own  limits,  your  own  courts  of 
judicature  must  not  only  be  supreme,  but  you  must 
look  to  the  ultimate  issue  of  any  conflict  of  jurisdiction 
and  power  between  them  and  the  courts  of  the  United 
States." 

The  Governor  also  asks  for  power  to  grant  clearances, 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Union;  and,  to  prepare  for 
the  alternative  which  must  happen  unless  the  United 
States  shall  passively  surrender  their  authority,  and  the 
Executive,  disregarding  his  oath,  refrain  from' executing 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  he  recommends  a  thorough  revi- 
sion of  the  militia  system,  and  that  the  Crovernor  *<be 
authorized  to  accept,  for  the  defence  of  Charleston  and 
its  dependencies,  the  services  of  two  thousand  volunteers, 
either  by  companies  or  files;"  and  that  they  be  formed 
into  a  legionary  brigade,  consisting  of  infantry,  riflemen, 
calvalry,  field  and  heavy  artillery;  and  that  they  be 
*< armed  and  equipped,  from  the  public  arsenals,  com- 
pletely  fur  the  field;  and  that  appropriations  be  made  for 
supplying  all  deficiencies  in  our  munitions  of  war."  in 
addition  to  these  volunteer  draughts,  he  reconmiends  that 
the  Governor  be  authorized  **  to  accept  the  services  of 
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ten  thousand  Tolunteers  from  the  other  divisions  of  the 
State,  to  be  ortpinized  and  arranged  in  regiments  and 
brigades;  the  officers  to  be  selected  by  the  commander-in 
chief;  and  that  this  whole  force  be  called  the  State 
Guard." 

A  request  has  been  regularly  made  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  South  Carolina  for  authentic  copies  of  the  acts 
which  have  been  passed  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the 
ordinance;  but,  up  to  the  date  of  the  latest  advices,  that 
request  had  not  been  complied  with;  and,  on  the  present 
occasion,  therefore,  reference  can  only  be  made  to  those 
acts  as  published  in  the  newspapers  of  the  State. 

The  acts  to  which  it  is  deemed  proper  to  invite  the 
particular  attention  of  Congress,  are — 

1st.  **  An  act  to  carry  into  effect,  in  part,  an  ordinance 
to  nullify  certain  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  purporting  to  be  laws  laying  duties  on  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  commodities,"  passed  in  convention  of 
this  State,  at  Columbia,  on  the  24th  November,  1832. 

This  act  provides  that  any  g^ods  seized  or  detained,  under 

Sretence  of  securing  the  duties,  or  for  the  non-payment  of 
utie8,or  under  any  process,  order, or  decree,  or  other  pre- 
text, contr&ry  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ordinance^ 
may  be  recovered  bv  the  owner  or  consignee  by  <*  an  act  of 
replevin."  That,  m  case  of  refusing  to  deliver  them,  or 
removing  them  so  that  the  replevin  cannot  be  executed, 
the  sheriff  may  seize  the  personal  estate  of  the  offender 
to  double  the  amount  of  the  ^ods;  and,  if  any  attempt 
shall  be  made  to  retake  or  seize  them,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  sheriff  to  recapture  them.  And  that  any  person  who 
shall  disobey  the  process,  or  remove  the  goods,  or  any 
one  who  shall  attempt  to  retake  or  seize  the  g^ods  under 
pretence  of  securing  the  duties,  or  for  non-payment  of 
duties,  or  under  any  process  or  decree  contrary  to  the 
intent  of  the  ordinance,  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned,  be- 
sides being  liable  for  any  other  offence  involved  in  the  act. 

It  also  provides  that  any  person  arrested  or  imprisoned 
on  any  judgment  or  decree  obtained  in  any  federal  court 
for  duties,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  secured  by  the 
habeas  corptu  act  of  the  State  in  cases  of  unlawful  ar- 
rest, and  may  maintain  an  action  for  damages;  and  that, 
if  any  estate  shall  be  sold  under  such  judgment  or  de- 
cree, the  sale  shall  be  held  illegal.  It  also  provides  that 
any  jailor  who  receives  a  person  committed  on  any  pro- 
cess or  other  judicial  proceedings  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  duties,  and  any  one  who  hires  his  house  as  a  jail  to  re- 
ceive such  persons,  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned.  And, 
finally,  it  provides  that  persons  paying  duties  may  recover 
them  back  with  interest. 

The  next  is  called  «*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  South  Ca- 
rolina." 

This  act  provides,  that,  if  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  any  officer  thereof,  shall,  by  the  employ- 
ment of  naval  or  military  force,  attempt  to  coerce  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  into  submission  to  the  acts  of 
Congress  declared  by  the  ordinance  null  and  void,  or  to 
resist  the  enforcement  of  the  ordinance,  or  of  the  laws 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  in  case  of  any  armed  or 
forcible  resistance  thereto,  the  Governor  is  authorized  to 
resist  the  same,  and  to  order  into  service  the  whole,  or  so 
much  of  the  military  force  of  the  State  as  he  may  deem 
necessary;  and  that  in  case  of  any  overt  act  of  coercion, 
or  intention  to  commit  the  same,  manifested  by  an  un- 
usual assemblage  of  naval  or  military  forces  in  or  near  the 
State,  or  the  occurrence  of  any  circumstances  indicating 
that  armed  force  is  about  to  be  employed  against  the 
State,  or  in  resistance  to  its  laws,  the  Governor  is  author- 
ized to  accept  the  services  of  such  volunteers,  and  call 
into  service  such  portions  of  the  militia  as  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  emergency. 

The  act  also  provides  for  accepting  the  service  of  the 
volunteers,  and  organizing  the  militia,  embracing  all  free 


white  males  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty,  and 
for  the  purchase  of  arms,  ordnance,  and  aminurutioo.  It 
also  declares  that  the  power  conferred  on  the  Governor 
shall  be  applicable  to  all  cases  of  insurrection  or  invasion, 
or  imminent  danger  thereof,  and  to  cases  where  the  Ists 
of  the  State  shall  be  opposed,  and  the  execution  thereof 
forcibly  resisted,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  power  vested  in  the  sheriffs  and  other  civfl 
officers;  and  declares  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Coventor, 
in  every  such  case,  to  call  forth  such  portions  of  militia 
and  volunteers  as  may  be  necessary  proinptly  to  sapptcss 
such  combinations,  and  cause  the  laws  of  the  State  to  be 
executed. 

No.  9  is  "An  act  concerning  the  oath  required  by  the 
ordinance  passed  in  convention  at  Columbia,  on  the  34th 
of  November,  1832."  This  act  prescribes  the  form  of  the 
oath,  which  is,  to  obey  and  execute  the  ordinance,  andaO 
acts  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  pursuance  thereof;  ui 
directs  the  time  and  manner  of  taking  it  by  the  officers  cf 
the  State,  civil,  judiciary,  and  militaiy. 

It  is  believed  that  other  acts  have  been  passed,  embrsr 
cing  provisions  for  enforcing  the  ordinance,  but  J  lure 
not  yet  been  able  to  procure  them. 

I  transmit,  however,  a  copy  of  Governor  Hamilton's 
mess-age  to  the  Legislature  of  South  CaroIins»  of  Governor 
Hayne's  inaugural  address  to  the  same  body,  as  also  of  his 
proclamation,  and  a  general  order  of  the  Governor  and 
commander-in-chief,  dated  the  20th  of  December,  giving 
public  notice  that  the  services  of  volunteers  will  be  accept- 
ed under  the  act  already  referred  to. 

If  these  measures  cannot  be  defeated  and  overcome  by 
the  power  conferred  by  the  constitution  on  the  Federal 
Government,  the  constitution  must  be  considered  as  incom- 
petent to  its  own  defence,  the  supremacy  of  the  lavs  is  st 
an  end,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizens  can  no 
longer  receive  protection  from  the  Government  of  the 
Union.  They  not  only  abrogate  the  acts  of  Congress, 
commonly  called  the  tariffactsof  1828  and  1832,  but  they 
prostrate  and  sweep  away,  at  once,  and  without  excep- 
tion, every  act,  and  eyery  part  of  every  act,  imposing  any 
amount  whatever  of  duty  on  any  foreign  merchandise;  arid, 
virtually,  every  existing  act  which  has  ever  been  passed 
authorizing  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  including  the 
act  of  1816,  and,  also,  the  collection  law  of  1799,  the  con- 
stitutionality of  which  has  never  been  questioned.  It  is 
not  only  those  duties  which  are  charged  to  have  been  im- 
posed for  the  protection  of  manufactures  that  are  therebv 
repealed,  but  all  others,  though  laid  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue  merely,  and  upon  articles  in  no  degree  suspected 
of  being  objects  of  protection.  The  whole  revenue  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States  in  South  Carolina  is  obstructed 
and  overthrown;  and  the  Government  is  absolutely  pro- 
hibited from  collecting  any  part  of  the  public  revenue 
within  the  limits  of  that  State.  Henceforth,  not  only  the 
citizens  of  South  Carolina  and  of  the  United  States,  but 
the  subjects  of  foreign  States,  may  import  any  descripdoa 
or  quantity  of  merchandise  into  the  ports  of  South  Cait)- 
lina,  without  the  payment  of  an^  duty  whatsoever.  Tbit 
State  is  thus  i*elieved  from  the  payment  of  any  part  of  tbe 
public  burdens,  and  duties  and  imposts  are  not  only  ren- 
dered not  uniform  throughout  tlie  United  States,  but  a 
direct  and  ruinous  preference  is  given  to  the  ports  of  that 
State  over  those  of  all  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  ia 
manifest  violation  of  the  positive  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

In  point  of  duration,  also,  those  aggressions  upon  the 
authority  of  Cong^ss,  which,  by  the  ordinance,  are  made 

f>art  of  the  fundamental  law  of  South  Carolina,  are  abso- 
ute,  indefinite,  and  without  limitation.  They  neither  pre- 
scribe the  period  when  they  shall  cease,  nor  indicate  any 
conditions  upon  which  those  who  have  thus  undertaken  to 
arrest  the  operation  of  the  laws  are  to  retrace  their  fttcps, 
and  rescind  their  measures.    They  offer  to  the  United 
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States  no  alternative  but  unconditional  submiBsion.  If  the 
scope  of  the  ordinance  is  to  be  received  as  the  scale  of 
concession,  their  demands  can  be  satisfied  only  by  a  repeal 
of  the  whole  system  of  revenue  laws,'  and  by  abstuning 
from  the  collection  of  any  duties  and  imposts  whatsoever. 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  by  the  convention  of  South  Carolina,  after  announ- 
cing^ "the  fixed  and  final  determination  of  the  State  in 
relation  to  the  protecting  system,"  they  say  •*  that  it  re- 
mains for  us  to  submit  a  plan  of  taxation,  in  which  we 
ivould  be  willing  to  acquiesce,  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  con- 
cession, provided  we  are  met  in  due  time,  and  in  a  be- 
coming spirit,  by  the  States  interested  in  manufactures." 
[n  the  opinion  of  the  convention,  an  equitable  plan  would 
be,  that  "the  whole  list  of  protected  articles  should  be 
mported  free  of  all  duty,  and  that  the  revenue  derived 
from  import  duties  should  be  raised  exclusively  from  the 
inprotected  articles,  or  that  whenever  a  duty  is  imposed 
jpon  protected  articles  imported,  an  excise  duty  of  the 
lame  rate  shall  be  imposed  upon  all  similar  articles  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States."  The  address  proceeds  to 
itate,  however,  that  «*they  are  willing  to  make  a  large 
)flrering  to  preserve  the  Union,  and  with  a  distinct  decla- 
•ation  that  it  is  a  concession  on  our  part,  we  will  consent 
hat  the  same  rate  of  duty  may  be  imposed  upon  the  pro- 
ected  articles  that  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  unprotected, 
)rovided  that  no  more  revenue  be  raised  than  is  necessary 
o  meet  the  demands  of  the  Government  for  constitutional 
)urposes,  and  provided  also  that  a  duty  substantially  uni- 
brm  be  imposed  upon  all  foreign  imports." 

It  is  also  true,  that,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature, 
vhen  urging  the  necessity  of  providing  •«  means  of  secur- 
ng  their  safety  by  ample  resources  for  repelling  force  by 
force,"  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina  observes  that  he 
•*  cannot  but  think  that,  on  a  calm  and  dispassionate  re- 
view by  Congress,  and  the  functionaries  of  the  General 
Sovemment,  of  the  true  merits  of  this  controversy,  the 
irbitration,  by  a  call  of  a  convention  of  all  the  States, 
¥hich  we  sincerely  and  anxiously  seek  and  desire,  will  be 
iccorded  to  us." 

From  the  diversity  of  terms  indicated  in  these  two  im- 
>ortant  documents,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  progress 
)f  recent  events  in  that  quarter,  there  is  too  much  reason 
o  apprehend,  without  in  any  manner  doubting  the  inten- 
ions  of  those  public  functionaries,  that  neither  the  terms 
)roposed  in  the  address  of  the  convention,  nor  those  al- 
uded  to  in  the  message  of  the  Governor,  would  appease 
he  excitement  which  has  led  to  the  present  excesses.  It 
s  obvious,  however,  that,  should  the  latter  be  insisted  on, 
hey  present  an  alternative  which  the  General  Government 
)f  itself  can  by  no  possibility  grant,  since,  by  an  express 
)rovision  of  the  constitution.  Congress  can  call  a  conven- 
ion  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  amendments  only  "on 
he  application  of  the  Legislatures  of  two-thirds  of  the 
States ."  And  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  terms  presented 
n  the  address  are  more  practicable  than  those  referred  to 
n  the  message. 

It  will  not  escape  attention  that  the  conditions  on  which 
t  is  said,  in  the  auddress  of  the  convention,  they  •*  would 
»e  willing  to  acquiesce,"  form  no  part  of  the  ordinance. 
lYhile  this  ordinance  bears  all  the  solemnity  of  a  funda- 
mental law,  is  to  be  authoritative  upon  all  within  the 
iniits  of  South  Carolina,  and  is  absolute  and  unconditional 
n  its  terms,  the  address  conveys  only  the  sentiments  of 
he  convention  in  no  binding  or  practical  form;  one  is  the 
.ct  of  the  State,  the  other  only  the  expression  of  the  opi- 
lions  of  the  members  of  the  convention.  To  limit  the 
effect  of  that  solemn  act  by  any  terms  or  conditions  what- 
ever, they  should  have  been  embodied  in  it,  and  made  of 
mport  no  less  authoritative  than  the  act  itself.  By  the 
jositive  enactments  of  the  ordinance,  the  execution  of  the 
aws  of  the  Union  is  absolutely  prohibited;  and  the  ad- 
Iress  offers  no  other  prospect  of  their  being  again  restor- 


ed, even  in  the  modified  form  proposed,  than  what  de- 
pends upon  the  improbable  contingency,  that,  amid 
changing  events  and  increasing  excitement,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  present  members  of  the  convention,  and  of 
their  successors,  will  remain  the  same. 

It  is  to  be  rcCTetted,  however,  that  these  conditions, 
even  if  they  had  been  offered  in  the  same  binding  form, 
are  so  undefined,  depend  upon  so  many  contingencies,  and 
are  so  directly  opposed  to  the  known  opinions  and  inte- 
rests of  the  great  body  of  the  American  people,  as  to  be 
almost  hopeless  of  attainment.  The  majority  of  the  States, 
and  of  the  people,  will  certainly  not  consent  that  the  pro- 
tecting duties  shall  be  wholly  abrogated,  never  to  be  re- 
enacted  at  any  future  time,  or  in  any  possible  contingen- 
cy. As  little  practicable  is  it  to  provide  that  "the 
same  rate  of  duty  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  protected 
articles  that  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  unprotected;" 
which,  moreover,  would  be  severely  oppressive  to  the 
poor,  and,  in  time  of  war,  would  add  greatly  to  its  rigors. 
And  though  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  principle, 
properly  understood,  that  no  more  revenue  shall  be  raised 
than  is  necessary  for  the  constitutional  purposes  of  the 
Government,  which  principle  has  been  already  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  as  the  true  basis  of  taxation, 
yet  it  is  very  certain  that  South  Carolina  alone  cannot 
be  permitted  to  decide  what  these  constitutional  purposes 
are. 

The  period  which  constitutes  the  due  tin>e  in  which  the 
terms  propose<l  in  the  address  are  to  be  accepted,  would 
seem  to  present  scarcely  less  difficulty  than  the  terms 
themselves.  Though  the  revenue  laws  are  already  de- 
clared to  be  void  in  South  Carolina,  as  well  as  the  bonds 
taken  under  them,  and  the  judicial  proceedings  for  car- 
rying them  into  effect,  yet,  as  the  full  action  and  opera- 
tion of  the  ordinance  are  to  be  suspended  until  the  Ist 
of  February,  the  interval  may  be  assumed  as  the  time 
within  which  it  is  expected  that  the  most  complicated 
portion  of  the  national  legislation,  a  system  of  long  stand- 
ing, and  affecting  great  interests  in  the  community,  is  to 
be  rescinded  and  abolished.  If  this  be  required,  it  is 
clear  that  a  compliance  is  impossible. 

In  the  uncertainty,  then,  that  exists  as  to  the  duration 
of  the  ordinance,  and  of  the  enactments  for  enforcing  it, 
it  becomes  imperiously  the  duty  of  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  acting  with  a  proper  regard  to  all  the  great 
interests  committed  to  bis  care,  to  treat  those  acts  as  ab- 
solute and  unlimited.  They  are  so,  as  far  as  his  agency 
is  concerned.  He  cannot  either  embrace  or  lead  to  the 
performance  of  the  conditions.  He  has  already  discharg- 
ed the  only  part  in  his  power,  by  the  recommendation  in 
his  annual  message.  The  rest  is  with  Congress  and  tlie 
people;  and  until  they  have  acted,  his  duty  will  require 
him  to  look  to  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  act  under 
them,  according  to  his  high  obligations. 

By  these  various  proceedings,  therefore,  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  has  forced  the  General  Government,  un- 
avoidably, to  decide  the  new  and  dangerous  alternative  of 
permitting  a  State  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  laws 
within  its  limits,  or  seeing  it  attempt  to  execute  a  threat 
of  withdrawing  from  the  Union.  That  portion  of  the 
people  at  present  exercising  the  authority  of  the  State, 
solemnly  assert  their  right  to  do  either,  and  as  solemnly 
announce  their  determination  to  do  one  or  the  other. 

In  my  opinion,  both  purposes  are  to  be  regarded  as  re- 
volutionary in  their  character  and  tendency,  and  subver- 
sive of  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  and  of  the  integrity  of 
the  Union.  The  result  of  each  is  the  same;  since  a  State 
in  which,  by  a  usurpation  of  power,  the  constitutional 
authority  of  the  Federal  Government  is  openly  defied  and 
set  aside,  wants  only  the  form  to  be  independent  of  the 
Union. 

The  right  of  the  people  of  a  single  State  to  absolve  them- 
selves at  will,  and  without  the  consent  of  the  other  States, 
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from  their  most  Bolemn  obligations,  and  hazard  the  liber- 
ties and  happiness  of  the  millions  composing  this  Union, 
cannot  be  acknowledged.  Such  authority  is  believed  to 
be  utterly  repugfnant  both  to  the  principles  upon  which 
the  General  Government  is  constituted,  and  to  the  objects 
which  it  is  expressly  formed  to  attain. 

Against  all  acts  which  may  be  alleged  to  transcend  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  Government,  or  which  may  be 
inconvenient  or  oppressive  in  their  operation,  the  constitu- 
tion itself  has  prescribed  the  modes  of  redress.  It  is  the 
acknowledged  attribute  of  free  institutions,  that,  under 
them,  the  empire  of  reason  and  law  is  substituted  for  the 
power  of  the  sword.  To  no  other  source  can  appeals  for 
supposed  wrongs  be  made,  consistently  with  the  obliga- 
tions of  South  Carolina;  to  no  other  can  such  appeals  be 
made  with  safety  at  any  time;  and  to  their  decisions,  when 
constitutionally  pronounced,  it  becomes  the  duty,  no  less 
of  the  public  authorities  than  of  the  people,  in  every  case 
to  yield  a  patriotic  submission. 

That  a  State,  or  any  other  great  portion  of  the  people, 
sufTering  under  long  and  intolerable  oppreniion,  and  hav- 
ing tried  all  constitutional  remedies  without  the  hope  of 
redress,  may  have  a  natural  right,  when  their  happiness 
can  be  no  otherwise  secured,  and  when  they  can  do  so 
without  greater  injury  to  others,  to  absolve  themselves 
from  their  obligations  to  the  Government,  and  appeal  to  the 
last  resort,  needs  not,  on  the  present  occasion,  be  denied. 

The  existence  of  this  right,  however,  must  depend  upon 
the  causes  which  may  justify  its  exercise.  It  is  the  ultima 
ratio,  which  presupposes  that  the  proper  appeals  to  all 
otiier  means  of  redress  have  been  made  in  good  faith,  and 
whicli  can  never  be  rightfully  resorted  to  unless  it  be  un- 
avoidable. It  is  not  the  right  of  the  State,  but  of  the  in- 
dividual, and  of  all  the  individuals  in  the  State.  It  is  the 
right  of  mankind  generally  to  secure,  by  all  means  in  their 
power,  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  happiness;  but  when, 
fur  these  purposes,  any  body  of  men  have  voluntarily  as- 
sociated themselves  under  a  particular  form  of  Govern- 
ment, no  portion  of  them  can  dissolve  the  association 
without  acknowledging  the  correlative  right  in  the  re- 
mainder to  decide  whether  that  dissolution  can  be  per. 
mitted  consistently  with  the  general  happiness.  In  this 
view,  it  is  a  right  dependent  upon  the  power  to  enforce 
it.  Such  a  right,  though  it  may  be  admitted  to  pre-exist, 
and  cannot  be  wholly  surrendered,  is  necessarily  subject- 
ed to  limitations  in  all  free  Governments,  anvl  in  compacts 
of  all  kinds,  freely  and  voluntarily  entered  into,  and  in 
which  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  individual  become 
identified  with  those  of  the  community  of  which  he  is  a 
member.  In  compacts  between  individuals,  however 
deeply  they  may  affect  their  relations,  these  principles 
are  acknowledged  to  create  a  sacred  obligation;  and  in 
compacts  of  civil  Government,  involving  the  liberties  and 
happiness  of  millions  of  mankind,  the  obligation  caiuiotbc 
less. 

Without  adverting  to  the  particular  theories  to  which 
the  federal  compact  has  given  rise,  both  as  to  its  forma- 
tion and  the  parties  to  it,  and  without  inquiring  whether 
it  be  merely  federal,  or  social,  or  national,  it  is  sufficient 
that  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  compact,  and  to  possess 
the  obligations  incident  to  a  compact;  to  be  ''a  compact 
by  which  power  is  created  on  the  one  hand,  and  obedience 
exacted  on  the  other;  a  compact  freely,  voluntarily,  and 
solemnly  entered  into  by  the  several  Slates,  and  ratified 
by  the  people  thereof,  respectively;  a  compact  by  whicli 
the  several  States,  and  the  people  thereof,  rcspcc- 
tively,  have  bound  themselves  to  each  other,  and  to 
the  Federal  Government,  and  by  which  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment is  bound  to  the  several  States,  and  to  every 
citizen  of  the  United  States."  To  this  compact,  in  what- 
ever mode  it  may  have  been  done,  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  have  freely  and  voluntarily  given  their  assent; 
and  to  the  whole  and  every  part  of  it,  they  are,  upon  every 


principle  of  good  futh,  inviolably  bound.  Under  this 
obligation  they  are  bound,  and  should  be  required  to  con- 
tribute their  portion  of  the  public  expense,  and  to  sabgut 
to  all  la%v8  made  by  the  common  consent,  in  pumance  of 
the  constitution,  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  until  they  can  be  changed  in  the  mode  which  the 
compact  has  provided  for  the  attainment  of  those  great 
ends  of  the  Govemmentand  of  the  Union.  Nothing  less  than 
causes  which  would  justify  revolutionary  remedy,  can  ab- 
solve the  people  from  this  obligation;  and  for  nothing  lest 
can  the  Government  permit  it  to  be  done  without  vwlat- 
ing  its  own  obligations,  by  which,  under  the  compact,  it 
is  bound  to  the  other  States,  and  to  evefy  citizen  of  tbe 
United  States. 

Tliese  deductions  plainly  flow  from  the  nature  of  the 
federal  compact,  which  is  one  of  limitations,  not  onh'  up- 
on the  powers  originally  possessed  by  the  parties  thert^ 
but  also  upon  those  conferred  on  the  Government,  tpd 
every  department  thereof.  It  will  be  freely  conceded 
that,  by  the  principles  of  our  system,  all  power  b  vested 
in  the  people;  but  to  be  exercised  in  the  mode,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  checks  which  the  people  themselves  hire  pre- 
scribed. These  checks  are,  unaoubtedly,  only  driTerent 
modifications  of  the  same  great  popular  principle  which 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  whole,  but  are  not,  on  that 
account,  to  be  less  regarded  or  less  obligatory. 

Upon  the  power  of  Congress,  the  veto  of  the  'Execu- 
tive, and  the  authority  of  the  judiciary,  which  is  to  extend 
to  all  cases  in  law  and  eauity  arising  under  the  constitu- 
tion, and  laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance 
thereof,  are  the  obvious  checks;  and  the  souna  action  of 
public  opinion,  with  the  ultimate  power  of  amendment, 
IS  the  salutary  and  only  limitation  upon  the  powers  of  the 
whole. 

However  it  may  be  alleged  that  a  violation  of  the  com- 
pact,  by  the  measures  of  the  Government,  can  affect  the 
obligations  of  the  parties,  it  cannot  even  be  pretended 
tiiat  such  violation  can  be  predicated  of  those  measutrs 
until  all  the  constitutional  remedies  shall  have  been  fully 
tried.  If  the  Federal  Government  exercise  powers  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  immediately  affecting 
individuals,  it  will  scarcely  be  denied  that  the  proper  re- 
medy is  a  recourse  to  the  judiciary.  Such,  undoubtedly, 
is  the  remedy  for  those  who  deem  the  acts  of  Congress 
laying  duties  and  imposts,  and  providing  for  their  collec- 
tion, to  be  unconstitutional.  Hie  whole  operation  of  such 
laws  is  upon  the  individuab  importing  the  merchancJise. 
A  State  is  absolutely  prohibited  from  laying  imposls  or 
duties  on  imports  or  exports,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, and  cannot  become  a  party,  under  these  laws, 
without  importing  in  her  own  name,  or  wrongfully  inter- 
posing  her  authority  against  them.  By  thus  interpos'F^, 
however,  she  cannot  rightfully  obstruct  the  operation  ci 
the  laws  upon  individuals.  For  their  disobedience  tc,  or 
violation  of,  the  laws,  the  ordinary  remedies  through  tbe 
judicial  tribunals  would  remain.  And  in  a  case  li'here^ 
individual  should  be  prosecuted  for  any  offence  agilost 
the  laws,  he  could  not  .set  up,  in  justification  of  his  act,  x 
law  of  the  State,  whict),  being  unconstitutional,  vocid 
therefore  be  regarded  as  null  and  void-  The  law  cf  a 
State  cannot  authorize  the  commission  of  a  crime  ag^t 
the  United  States,  or  any  other  act  which,  accordn-^'^ 
the  supreme  law  of  the  Union,  would  be  othem  isc  unik»- 
ful.  And  it  is  equally  clear,  that,  if  there  be  an}*  case  in 
which  a  State,  as  such,  is  affected  by  the  law  beycmil  the 
scope  of  judicial  power,  the  remedy  consists  in  appeals  lo 
the  people,  either  to  effect  a  change  in  Ihc  representa- 
tion, or  to  procure  relief  by  an  amendment  of  tbe  con>ti- 
tution.  But  the  measures  of  the  GovcmmeTkt  are  tn  be 
recognised  as  valid,  and,  consemicntly,  supreme,  u.%lil 
tlicse  remedies  shall  have  been  efrectually  tried;  and  r»r>> 
attempt  to  subvert  those  measures,  or  to  render  the  lavk^ 
subordinate  to  State  authority,  and,  afterwards,  to  resort 
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;o  constitutional  redress,  is  worse  than  evasive.  It  would 
not  be  a  proper  resistance  to  "  a  Government  of  unlimit- 
:!d  powers,"  as  has  been  sometimes  pretended,  but  un- 
awful  opposition  to  the  very  limitations  on  which  the 
larmonious  action  of  the  Government,  and  all  its  parts, 
lb  solutely  depends.  South  Carolina  has  appealed  to  none 
)r  these  remedies,  but,  in  effect,  has  dened  them  all. 
iiVhile  threatening  to  separate  from  the  Union,  if  any  at- 
:empt  be  made  to  enforce  the  revenue  laws  otherwise  than 
hrough  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  country,  she  has  not 
)nly  not  appealed  in  her  own  name  to  those  tribunals 
.vhich  the  constitution  has  provided  for  all  cases  in  law  or 
?qiiiiy  arising  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  but  has  endeavored  to  frustrate  their  pro- 
ber action  on  her  citizens,  by  drawing  the  cognizance  of 
:ascs  under  the  revenue  laws  to  her  own  tribunals,  spe- 
jially  prepared  and  fitted  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
he  acts  passed  by  the  State  to  obstruct  those  laws,  and 
30th  the  judges  and  jurors  of  which  will  be  bound,  by 
:lie  import  of  oaths  previously  taken,  to  treat  the  consti- 
ution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect  as  a 
mllity.  Nor  has  the  State  made  the  proper  appeal  to 
)ublic  opinion,  and  to  the  remedy  of  amendment.  For, 
vithout  waiting  to  learn  whether  the  other  States  will 
consent  to  a  convention,  or,  if  they  do,  will  construe  or 
imend  the  constitution  to  suit  her  views,  she  has,  of  her 
iwn  authority,  altered  the  import  of  that  instrument,  and 
pven  immediate  effect  to  tlie  change.  In  fine,  she  has 
ict  her  own  will  and  authority  above  the  laws,  has  made 
herself  arbiter  in  her  own  cause,  and  has  passed  at  once 
>ver  all  intermediate  steps  to  measures  of  avowed  re- 
iistance,  which,  unless  they  be  submitted  to,  can  be  en- 
Torced  only  by  the  sword. 

In  deciding  upon  the  course  which  a  high  sense  of  duty 
:u  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  imposes  upon  the 
luthorities  of  the  Union,  in  this  emergency,  it  cannot  be 
overlooked  that  there  is  no  sufHcient  cause  for  the  acts  of 
South  Carolina,  or  for  her  thus  placing  in  jeopardy  the 
lappiness  of  so  many  millions  of  people.  Misrule  and  op- 
)ression,  to  warrant  the  disruption  of  the  free  institutions 
)f  the  Union  of  these  States,  should  be  great  and  lasting, 
lefying  all  other  remedy.  For  causes  of  minor  charac- 
;cr,  the  Government  could  not  submit  to  such  a  cataslro- 
ihc  without  a  violation  of  its  most  sacred  obligations  to 
he  other  States  of  the  Union  who  have  submitted  their 
lestiny  to  its  hands. 

There  is,  in  the  present  instance,  no  such  cause,  either 
n  the  degree  of  misrule  or  oppresnon  complained  of,  or 
n  the  hopelessless  of  redress  by  constitutional  means. 
The  long  sanction  they  have  received  from  the  proper 
iiithorities,  and  from  the  people,  not  less  than  the  uncx- 
impled  growth  and  increasing  prosperity  of  so  many  mil- 
ions  of  rrefcmen,  attest  that  no  such  oppression  im  would 
justify  or  even  palliate  such  a  resort,  can  be  justly  im- 
puted either  to  the  present  policy  or  past  measures  oFthe 
Todcral  Government.  The  same  mode  of  collecting  du- 
ties, and  for  the  same  general  objects,  which  began  witli 
the  foundation  of  the  Government,  and  which  has  con- 
:lucted  the  country,  through  its  subsequent  steps,  to  its 
present  enviable  condition  of  happiness  and  renown,  has 
not  been  changed.  Taxation  and  representation,  the 
Treat  principle  of  the  American  revolution,  have  continu- 
illy  gone  hand  in  hand;  and  at  all  times,  and  in  every  in- 
'.lance,  no  tax,  of  any  kind,  has  been  imposed  without  their 
participation;  and  in  some  instances,  which  have  been  com- 
plained of,  with  the  expreasassent  of  a  part  of  the  Kepre- 
sontatives  of  South  Carolina  in  the  councils  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Up  to  the  present  perio<l,  no  revenue  has  been 
raised  beyond  the  necessary  wants  of  the  country,  and 
the  authorized  expenditures  of  the  Government.  And  as 
soon  as  the  burden  of  the  public  debt  is  removed,  those 
chnrcjcJ  with  the  administration  have  promptly  recom- 
mended a  corresponding  reduction  of  revenue. 


That  this  system,  thus  pursued,  has  resulted  in  no  such 
oppression  upon  South  Carolina,  needs  no  other  proof 
than  the  solemn  and  official  declaration  of  the  late  Chief 
Magistrate  of  that  State,  in  his  address  to  the  Legislature. 
In  that  he  says,  that  **  the  occurrences  of  the  past  year, 
in  connexion  with  our  domestic  concerns,  are  to  be  re- 
viewed with  a  sentiment  of  fervent  gratitude  to  the  Great 
Disposer  of  human  events;  that  tributes  of  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment are  due  for  the  various  and  multiplied 
blessings  he  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  our  people; 
that  abundant  harvests,  in  every  quarter  of  the  State, 
have  crowned  the  exertions  of  agricultural  labor;  that 
health,  almost  beyond  former  precedent,  has  blessed  our 
homes;  and  that  there  is  not  less  reason  for  thankfulness 
in  surveying  our  social  condition."  It  would,  indeed,  be 
difficult  to  imagine  oppression  where,  in  the  social  condi- 
tion of  a  people,  there  was  equal  cause  of  thankfulness 
as  for  abundant  harvests,  and  varied  and  multiplied  bless- 
ings with  which  a  kind  Providence  had  favored  them. 

Independently  of  these  considerations,  it  will  not  es- 
cape observation  that  South  Carolina  still  claims  to  be  a 
component  part  of  the  Union;  to  participate  in  the  na- 
tional councils,  and  to  share  in  the  public  benefits,  with- 
out contributing  to  the  public  burdens;  thus  asserting  the 
dangerousanomaly  of  continuing  in  an  association  without 
acknowledging  any  other  obligation  to  its  laws  than  what 
depends  upon  her  own  will. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs,  the  duty  of  the  Government 
seems  to  be  plain.  It  inculcates  a  recognition  of  that  State 
as  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  subject  to  its  authority; 
a  vindication  of  the  just  power  of  the  constitution;  the 
preservation  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union;  and  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  by  all  constitutional  means. 

The  constitution,  which  his  oath  of  office  obliges  him 
to  support,  declares  that  the  Executive  <<  shall  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed;"  and,  in  providing 
that  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  Congress  infor- 
mation of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary 
and  expedient,  imposes  the  additional  obligation  of  re- 
commending to  Congress  such  more  efficient  provimon 
for  executing  the  laws  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  found 
requisite. 

The  same  instrument  confers  on  Congress  the  power 
not  merely  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,  but  "to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  the 
constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  any  department  or  officer  thereof;"  and  also  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  for  executing  the  laws  of  the 
Union.  In  all  cases  similar  to  the  present,  the  duties  of 
the  Government  become  the  measure  of  its  powers;  and 
whenever  it  fails  to  exercise  a  power  necessary  and  pro- 
per to  the  discliarge  of  the  duty  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution, it  violates  tlie  public  trusts  not  less  than  it  would 
in  transcending  its  proper  limits.  To  refrain,  therefore, 
from  the  high  and  solemn  duties  thus  enjoined,  however 
painful  the  performance  may  be,  and  thereby  tacitly  per- 
mit the  rightful  authority  of  the  Government  to  be  con- 
temned, and  its  laws  obstructed  by  a  single  State,  would 
neither  comport  with  its  own  safety,  nor  the  rights  of  the 
great  body  of  the  American  people. 

It  being  thus  shown  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to 
execute  the  laws  by  all  constitutional  means,  it  remains 
to  consider  the  extent  of  those  already  at  his  disposal,  and 
what  it  may  be  proper  further  to  provide. 

In  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
the  collectors  in  South  Carolina,  the  provisions  and  regu- 
lations made  by  the  act  of  1799,  and  also  the  fines,  penal- 
ties, and  forfeitures,  for  their  enforcement,  are  particu- 
larly detailed  and  explained.  It  may  be  w  ell  apprehended. 
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however,  that  these  provistoM  may  prove  inadequate  to 
meet  such  an  open,  powerful,  organized  opposition,  as  is 
to  be  commenced  auer  the  1st  of  February  next. 

Subsequently  to  the  date  of  these  instructions,  and  to 
the  passage  ot  the  ordinance,  information  has  been  re- 
ceived, from  sources  entitled  to  be  relied  on,  that,  owing 
to  the  popular  excitement  in  the  State,  and  the  effect  of 
the  ordinance  declaring  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws 
unlawful,  a  sufficient  number  of  persons,  in  whom  confi- 
dence might  be  placed,  could  not  be  induced  to  accept 
the  office  of  inspector,  to  oppose,  with  any  probability  of 
success,  the  force  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  used  when  an 
attempt  is  made  to  remove  vessels  and  their  cargoes  from 
the  custody  of  the  officers  of  the  customs;  and,  indeed, 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  the  collector,  with  the 
aid  of  any  number  of  inspectors  whom  he  may  be  author- 
ized to  employ,  to  preserve  the  custody  against  such  an 
attempt. 

The  removal  of  the  custom-house  from  Charleston  to 
Castle  Pinckney  was  deemed  a  measure  of  necessary  pre- 
caution; and  though  the  authority  to  g^ve  that  direction 
is  not  questioned,  it  is  nevertheless  apparent  that  a  similar 
precaution  cannot  be  observed  in  regard  to  the  ports  of 
Georgetown  and  Beaufort,  each  of  which,  under  the  pre«- 
sent  laws,  remains  a  port  of  entry,  and  exposed  to  the 
obstructions  meditated  in  that  quarter. 

In  considering  the  best  means  of  avoiding  or  of  pre- 
venting the  apprehended  obstruction  to  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  consequences  which  may  ensue,  it 
would  appear  to  be  proper  and  necessary,  to  enable  the 
officers  of  the  customs  to  presen-e  the  custody  of  vessels 
and  their  cargoes,  which,  by  the  existing  laws,  they  are 
required  to  take,  until  the  duties  to  which  they  are  liable 
shall  be  paid  or  secured.  The  mode  by  which  it  is  con- 
templated to  deprive  them  of  that  custody,  is  the  process 
of  replevin,  and  that  of  capias  in  withernam,  in  the  nature 
of  a  uistress  from  the  State  tribunals  organized  by  the  or- 
dinance. 

Against  the  proceeding  in  the  nature  of  a  distress,  it  is 
not  perceived  that  the  collector  can  interpose  any  resist- 
ance whatever;  and  against  the  process  of  replevin  au- 
thorized by  the  law  of  the  State,  he,  having  no  common 
law  power,  can  only  oppose  such  inspectors  as  he  is  by 
statute  authorized,  and  may  find  it  practicable  to  employ; 
and  these,  from  the  information  already  adverted  to,  are 
shown  to  be  wholly  inadequate. 

The  respect  which  that  process  deserves  must,  there- 
fore, be  considered. 

If  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  had  not  obstnicted 
the  legitimate  action  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
or  if  they  had  permitted  the  State  tribunals  to  administer 
the  law  according  to  their  oath  under  the  constitution, 
and  the  regulations  of  the  laws  of  the  Union,  the  General 
Government  might  have  been  content  to  look  to  tiiem 
for  maintaining  the  custody,  and  to  encounter  the  other 
inconveniences  arising  out  of  the  recent  proceedings. 
Even  in  that  case,  however,  the  process  of  replevin  from 
the  courts  of  the  State  would  be  irregular  and  unauthor- 
ized. It  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Unhed  States  that  the  courts  of  the  United  States  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  seizures  made  on  laud  or  wa« 
ter  for  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  any 
intervention  of  a  State  authority,  which,  by  tuking  tlie 
thing  seized  out  of  the  hi^nds  of  the  United  States  officer, 
might  obstruct  the  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction,  is  unlaw- 
ful; that,  in  such  case,  the  court  of  the  United  States 
having  cognizance  of  the  seizure,  may  enforce  a  redeli- 
very of  the  thing  by  attachment  or  other  summary  pro- 
cess; that  the  question  under  such  a  seizure,  whether  a 
forfeiture  has  been  actually  incurred,  belongs  exclusively 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  it  depends  on  the 
final  decree  whether  the  seizure  is  to  be  deemed  rightful 
or  tortuous;  and  that,  not  until  the  seizure  be  finally 


judged  wrongful,  and  witliout  probable  cause,  by  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  can  the  party  proceed  at  com- 
mon law  for  damages  in  the  State  courts. 

But  by  making  it  **  unlawful  for  any  of  the  cooadtated 
authorities,  whether  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  State, 
to  enforce  the  laws  for  the  payment  of  duties,  and  declar- 
ing that  all  judicial  proceedings  which  shall  be  hereafter 
had  in  affirmance  of  the  contracts  made  with  purpose  to 
secure  the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acta,  are,  aod  shall 
be,  held  utterly  null  and  void,"  she  has,  in  effect,  abro- 
gated the  judicial  tribunals  within  her  limits  in  tius  re- 
spect— ^has  virtually  denied  the  United  States  access  to 
the  courts  established  by  thdr  own  laws,  and  declared  it 
unlawful  for  the  judges  to  discbarge  those  duties  whidi 
they  are  sworn  to  perform.  In  lieu  of  these,  she  has  sub- 
stituted those  State  tribunals  already  adverted  to,  the  judges 
whereof  are  not  merely  forbidden  to  allow  an  appeal,  or 
permit  a  copy  of  their  record,  but  are  previooaly  sworo 
to  disregard  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and  enforce  those  only 
of  South  Carolina;  and  thus  deprived  of  the  function  es- 
sential to  the  judicial  character,  of  inquiring  into  the  va- 
lidity of  the  law,  and  the  right  of  the  matter,  becoise 
merely  ministerial  instruments  in  aid  of  the  concerted  ob- 
struction of  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

Neither  the  process  nor  authority  of  tiiese  tribunals, 
thus  constituted,  can  be  respected,  consistently  with  the 
supremacy  of  the  laws,  or  the  rights  and  security  of  the 
citizen.  If  they  be  submitted  to,  the  protectkm  due  from 
the  Government  to  its  officers  and  citizens  b  withheld, 
and  there  is,  at  once,  an  end,  not  only  to  the  laws,  but  to 
the  Union  itself. 

Against  such  a  force  as  the  sheriff  may,  and  which,  by 
the  replevin  law  of  South  Carolina,  it  is  his  daty  to  exer- 
cise, it  cannot  be  expected  that  a  collector  can  retain  his 
custody  with  the  aid  of  the  inspectors.  In  sa<^  case,  it 
is  true,  it  would  be  competent  to  institute  suits  in  the 
United  States  courts  against  those  engaged  in  the  unlaw- 
ful proceeding;  or  the  property  might  be  seized  for  a 
violation  of  the  revenue  laws,  and,  being  libelled  in  the 
proper  courts,  an  order  might  be  made  rarits  redelivery, 
which  would  be  committed  to  the  marshal  for  execution. 
But,  in  that  case,  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  in  broad 
and  unqualified  terms,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  sheriff 
"  to  prevent  such  recapture  or  seizure,  or  to  redeliver 
the  goods,  as  the  case  may  be,"  "even  under  any  pro- 
cess, order,  or  decrees,  or  other  pretext^  contrary  Co  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ordinance  aforesaid."  It  is 
thus  made  the  duty  of  me  sherifiT  to  oppose  the  process  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States;  and,  for  that  purpose,  if 
need  be,  to  employ  the  whole  power  of  the  county;  and 
the  act  expressly  reser^'cs  to  him  all  power  whi^»  in<le- 
pendently  of  its  provisions,  he  could  have  used.  In  this 
reservation,  it  obviously  contemplates  a  resort  to  other 
means  than  those  particularly  mentioned. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the  power  which  it  is  thus 
enjoined  upon  the  sheriff  to  employ,  is  nothing^  less  than 
the  posse  comitaiuSf  in  all  the  rigor  of  the  ancient  comnwo 
law.  This  power,  though  it  may  be  used  against  unlawful 
resistance  to  judicial  process,  is,  in  its  character,  forcible, 
and  analogous  to  that  conferred  upon  the  marsltals  by  the 
act  of  1795.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  embodying  of  the  whole 
mass  of  the  population,  under  the  command  of  a  SQgle  in- 
dividual, to  accomplish,  by  their  forcible  aid,  what  cooki 
not  be  effected  peaceably,  and  by  the  ordinary  means.  It 
may  properly  be  said  to  be  a  relict  of  those  ages  in  which 
the  laws  could  be  defended  rather  by  physiciuthan  moral 
force,  and,  in  its  origin,  was  conferred  upon  the  sheriffs 
of  England  to  enable  them  to  defend  their  county  agauist 
any  of  the  Kin^s  enemies  when  they  came  into  tbeiand. 
as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of  executing  process.  In  early 
and  less  civilized  times,  it  was  intended  to  include  *^the 
aid  and  attendance  of  all  knights  and  others  who  were 
bound  to  have  harness,"    It  includes  the  right  of  gtung^ 
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with  arms  and  military  equipment,  and  embraces  larger 
classes  and  g^reater  masses  of  population  than  can  be  com- 
pelled by  the  laws  of  most  of  the  States  to  perform  mili- 
tia duty.  If  the  principles  of  the  common  law  are  re- 
cognised in  South  Carolina,  (and  from  this  act  it  would 
seem  they  are,)  the  power  of  summoning  the  poaae  comi- 
tatus  will  compel,  under  the  penalty  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, every  man  over  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  able  to  tra- 
vel, to  turn  out,  at  the  call  of  the  sheriff,  and  with  such 
weapons  as  may  be  necessary;  and  it  may  justify  beating, 
and  even  killing,  such  as  may  resist.  The  use  of  the  posse 
comitatus  is,  therefore,  a  direct  application  of  force,  and 
cannot  be  otherwise  regarded  than  as  the  employment  of 
the  whole  militia  force  of  the  county,  and  in  an  equally 
efHcient  form,  under  a  different  name.  No  proceeding 
which  resorts  to  this  power,  to  the  extent  contemplated 
by  the  «ct,  can  be  properly  denominated  peaceable. 

The  act  of  South  Carolina,  however,  does  not  rely  alto- 
gether upon  this  forcible  remedy.  For  even  attempting 
to  resist  or  disobey — ^though  by  the  aid  only  of  the  ordi- 
nary officers  of  the  customs — ^the  process  of  replevin,  the 
collector  and  all  concerned  are  subjected  to  a  further 
proceeding,  in  the  nature  of  a  distress  of  their  personal 
effects?  and  are,  moreover,  made  guilty  of  a  misdemea- 
nor, and  liable  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
one  thousand,  nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and 
to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  and  not  less 
tlian.  six  months;  and  for  even  attemptmg  to  execute  the 
order  of  the  court  for  retaking  the  property,  the  marshal, 
and  all  assisting,  would  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
Liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  three  thousand  dollars, 
nor  more  than  ten  thousand,  and  to  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  two  years,  nor  less  than  one;  and,  in  case  the 
goods  should  be  retaken  under  such  process,  it  is  made 
the  absolute  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  retake  them. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  in  the  face  of  these  penal- 
ties, aided  by  the  powerful  force  of  the  county,  which 
would  doubtless  be  brought  to  sustain  the  State  officers, 
either  that  the  collector  would  retain  the  custody  in  the 
first  instance,  or  that  the  marshal  could  summon  sufficient 
aid  to  retake  the  property,  pursuant  to  the  order  or  other 
process  of  the  court. 

It  is,  moreover,  obvious  that  in  this  conflict  between 
the  powers  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
State,  (unless  the  latter  be  passively  submitted  to,)  the 
destruction  to  which  the  property  of  the  officers  of  the 
customs  would  be  exposed,  the  commission  of  actual  vio- 
lence, and  the  loss  of  lives,  would  be  scarcely  avoidable. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
icts  of  South  Carolina,  the  execution  of  the  laws  is  ren- 
lered  impracticable  even  through  the  ordinary  judicial 
tribunals  of  the  United  States.  There  would  certsunly  be 
fewer  difficulties,  and  less  opportunity  of  actual  collision 
t>etween  the  officers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State, 
ind  the  collection  of  the  revenue  would  be  more  effec- 
tually secured— if  indeed  it  can  be  done  in  any  other  way — 
by  placing  the  custom-house  beyond  the  immediate  power 
3f  the  county. 

For  this  purpose,  it  miffht  be  proper  to  provide  that 
Bvhenever,  by  any  unlawful  combination  or  obstruction  in 
iny  State,  or  in  any  port,  it  should  become  impracticable 
aith  fully  to  collect  the  duties,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  be  authorized  to  alter  and  abolish  such  of 
;he  districts  and  ports  of  entry  as  should  be  necessary, 
md  to  establish  the  custom-house  at  some  secure  place 
«rithin  somtt  port  or  harbor  of  such  State;  and,  in  such 
leases,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  reside  at 
luch  place,  and  to  detain  all  vessels  and  cargoes  until  the 
luties  imposed  by  law  should  be  properly  secured  or  paid 
in  cash,  deducting  interest;  that,  in  such  cases,  it  should 
be  unlawful  to  take  the  vessel  and  cargo  from  the  custody 
Df  the  proper  officer  of  the  customs,  unletf  by  process 
(rom  the  ordinary  judicial  tribnnalf  of  the  United  Statesi 
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and  that,  in  case  of  an  attempt  otherwise  to  take  the  pro- 
perty by  a  force  too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the  officers 
of  the  customs,  it  should  be  lawful  to  protect  the  posses- 
sion of  the  officers  by  the  employment  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces,  and  militia,  under  provisions  similar  to  those 
authorized  by  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  the  9th  of 
January,  1809. 

This  provision,  however,  would  not  shield  the  officers 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  acting  under  the  laws, 
from  suits  and  prosecutions,  in  the  tribunals  of  the  State, 
which  might  thereafter  be  brought  against  them;  nor 
would  it  protect  their  property  from  the  proceeding  by 
distress;  and  it  may  well  be  apprehended  that  it  would 
be  insufficient  to  ensure  a  proper  respect  to  the  process 
of  the  constitutional  tribunals  in  prosecutions  for  offences 
against  the  United  States,  and  to  protect  the  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  whether  judicial  or  ministerial,  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties.  It  would,  moreover,  be 
inadequate  to  extend  the  protection  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  that  portion  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina, 
against  outrage  and  oppression  of  any  kind,  who  may 
manifest  their  attachment,  and  yield  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  the  Union. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  desirable  to  revive,  with  some 
modifications  better  adapted  to  the  occasion,  the  6th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  3a  of  March,  1815,  which  expired 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  by  the  limitation  of  that  of  the 
27th  of  April,  1816;  and  to  provide  that,  in  any  case 
where  suit  shall  be  brought  against  any  individual  in  the 
courts  of  the  State,  for  any  act  done  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  he  should  be  authorized  to  remove 
the  said  cause,  by  petition,  into  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  without  any  copy  of  the  record,  and  that 
the  courts  should  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  same 
as  if  it  had  been  originally  instituted  therein.  And  that 
in  all  cases  of  iniurics  to  the  persons  or  property  of  indi- 
viduals for  disobedience  to  the  ordinance,  and  laws  of 
South  Carolina  in  pursuance  thereof,  redress  may  be 
sought  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  It  may  be  ex- 
pedient, also,  by  modifying  the  resolution  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1791,  to  authorize  the  marshals  to  make  the  ne- 
cessary provision  for  the  safe  keeping  of  prisoners  com- 
mitted under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Provisions  less  than  these,  consisting,  as  they  do,  for  the 
most  part,  rather  of  a  revival  of  the  policy  of  former  acts 
called  for  by  the  existing  emei^ency,  than  of  the  intro- 
duction of  any  unusual  or  rigorous  enactments,  would  not 
cause  the  laws  of  the  Union  to  be  properly  respected  or 
enforced.  It  is  betieved  these  would  prove  adequate, 
unless  the  military  forces  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
authorized  by  the  late  act  of  the  Legislature,  should  be 
actually  embodied  and  called  out  in  aid  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and  of  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  generally. 
Even  in  that  case,  however,  it  is  believed  that  no  more 
will  be  necessary  than  a  few  modifications  of  its  terms^  to 
adapt  the  act  of  1795  to  the  present  emergency,  as,  by 
that  act,  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1792  were  accom- 
modated to  tne  crisis  then  existing;  and  by  conferring 
authority  upon  the  President  to  e^ve  it  operation  during 
the  session  of  Cong^ss,  and  wiuout  the  ceremony  of  a 
proclamation,  whenever  it  shall  be  officially  made  known 
to  him  by  the  authority  of  any  State,  or  by  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  that,  withm  the  limits  of  such  Sute, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  will  be  openly  opposed,  and 
their  execution  obstructed,  by  the  aptual  employment  of 
military  force,  or  by  any  unlawful  means  whatsover,  too 
great  to  be  otherwise  overcome. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  should  do  injustice  to 
my  own  feelings  not  to  express  my  confident  reliance 
upon  the  disposition  of  eacn  department  of  the  Govern^ 
ment  to  perform  its  duty,  and  to  co-operate  in  all  mea- 
sures necessary  in  the  present  emergency. 

The  crisis  undoubtedly  inyokes  the  fidelity  of  the  par 
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triot  and  the  sagacity  of  the  statesman,  not  more  in  re- 
moving* such  portion  of  the  public  burden  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, than  in  preserving  the  good  order  of  society,  and 
in  the  maintenance  of  well  regulated  liberty. 

While  a  forbearing  spirit  may,  and  I  trust  will,  be  ex- 
ercised towards  the  errors  of  our  brethren  in  a  particular 
quarter,  duty  to  the  rest  of  the  Union  demands  that  open 
and  organized  resistance  to  the  laws  should  not  be  exe- 
cuted with  impunity. 

The  rich  inheritance  bequeathed  by  our  fathers  has 
devolved  upon  us  the  sacred  obligation  of  preserving  it  by 
the  same  virtues  which  conducted  them  through  the  event- 
ful scenes  of  the  revolution,  and  ultimately  crowned  their 
struggle  with  the  noblest  model  of  civil  institutions .  They 
bequeathed  to  us  a  Government  of  laws,  and  a  Federal 
Union,  founded  upon  the  great  principle  of  popular  re- 
presentation. After  a  successful  experiment  of  forty-four 
years,  at  a  moment  when  the  Government  and  the  Union 
are  the  objects  of  the  hopes  of  the  friends  of  civil  liberty 
throughout  the  world,  and  in  the  midst  of  public  and  in- 
dividual prosperity  unexKinpIed  in  history,  we  are  called 
to  decide  whether  these  laws  pooaess  any  force,  and  that 
Union  the  means  of  self-preservation.  The  decision  of 
this  question  by  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  people  can- 
not be  doubtful.  For  myself,  fellow-citizens,  devoutly 
relying  upon  that  kind  Providence  which  has  hitherto 
watched  over  our  destinies,  and  actuated  by  a  profound 
reverence  for  those  institutions  I  have  so  much  cause  to 
love,  and  for  the  American  people,  whose  partiality  ho- 
nored me  with  their  highest  trust,  I  have  determined  to 
spare  no  effort  to  discharge  the  duty  which,  in  this  con- 
juncture»  is  devolved  upon  Qie.  That  a  similar  spirit 
will  actuate  the  representatives  of  tlie  American  people, 
is  not  to  be  questioned;  and  I  fervently  pray  that  the 
Great  Ruler  of  nations  may  so  guide  your  deliberations, 
and  our  joint  measures,  as  that  they  may  prove  salutary 
examples,  not  only  to  the  present,  but  to  future  times^ 
and  solemnly  proclaim  that  the  constitution  and  liie  laws 
are  supreme,  and  the  Union  indissoluble. 

ANDREW  JACJKSpN. 

WASHiirsToir,  Jcaiuary  16,  1833. 

lAst  ofpceptTB  transmitted  unth  the  preceding  message. 

1.  Report  of  the  committee  of  twenty-one  to  the  conven- 

tion of  South  Carolina. 

2.  An  ordinance  of  the  convention  to  nullify  certain  acts 

of  Congress. 

3.  Address  of  the  convention  to  the  people  of  South  Ca- 

rolina. 

4.  Address  of  the  convention  to  the  people  of  the  United 

States. 

5.  Message  of  Governor  Hamilton  to  the  Legislature  of 

South  Carolina. 

6.  Inaugural  address  of  Governor  Hayne  to  the  Legisla- 

ture, 

7.  An  act  to  carry  the  ordinance,  in  part,  into  effect, 

called  the  replevin  act. 

8.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of 

South  Carolina. 

9.  An  act  concerning  the  oatli  required  by  the  ordi- 

nance. 

10.  Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

11.  Instructions  of  Secretary  M'Lane  to  the  collector  of 

the  customs  at  Charleston. 

12.  Letter  of  Secretary  M'Lane  to  tlie  United  States  Dis- 

trict Attorney  at  Charleston. 

13.  Proclamation  by  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina. 


14.  Military  orders  of  the  Adjutant  General  and  Captain 
of  the  Richland  volunteers. 


Documents  communicated  to  hath  Houses  of  Congress^  by 
tfie  President^  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  &uth  Ca- 
rolina, 


No.  1. 

RSrOBT  OP  TBI  COSTXVTIOir. 


lUport  of  the  committee  of  twenty-one^  to  the  eamBaikn  of 
the  people  of  South  CaroKna,  on  the  subfeet  of  the  sewral 
acts  of  Congress  imposing  duties  for  thepreleeikn  ofdo* 
mestte  manufactures,  unth  the  ordinance  to  nuBiJy  ike 


same. 


The  committee  to  which  was  referred  **  the  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  calling  of  a  convention  of  the  people  of  this 
State,"  with  instructions  <<  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
and  especially  as  to  the  measures  proper  to  be  adopted 
by  the  convention  in  reference  to  the  violations  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  enactment  br 
Congress,  on  divers  occasions,  of  laws  laying  duties  ud 
imposts  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  and  protecting 
domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other  unwarrantable  pur- 
poses," beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  committee,  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  the  (questions  submitted  to  them,  and  the  weight  of  re- 
sponsibility involved  in  their  decision,  hate  given  to  the 
subject  their  most  deliberate  and  anxious  consideration. 
In  stating  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  arrived, 
they  feel  that  it  is  due  to  themselves,  to  this  convention, 
and  to  the  public  at  large,  briefly  to  review  the  history  ti 
the  protecting  system  in  this  country,  to  show  its  origin, 
to  trace  its  progress,  to  examine  its  character,  point  oat 
its  evils,  and  suggest  the  appropriate  remedy.  They 
propose  to  execute  this  task  with  all  pos«ble  brevity  and 
simplicitv,  sensible  that  the  subject  is  too  well  understood 
in  all  its  bearings,  to  require,  at  this  time,  a  very  elaborate 
investigation. 

In  the  natural  course  of  human  affairs,  the  period  would 
have  been  very  remote  when  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  have  engaged  in  manufactures,  but  for  the 
restrictions  upon  our  commerce  which  grew  out  of  the  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  which  led  to  the 
non-intercourse  act,  the  embargo,  and,  finally,  our  own  war 
of  1812.    Cut  off  by  these  events  from  a  free  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  turned  their  attention  to  inanu&cruresf,  and, 
on  the  restoration  of  peace  in  1815,  an  amount  of  cnpital 
had  been  already  invested  in  these  estabUshmenta  wliich 
made  a  strong  appeal  to  the  liberality,  we  might  n!lniost 
say  to  the  justice  of  the  country  for  protection,  at  least 
against  that  sudden  influx  of  foreign  goods  which,  it 
was  feared,  would  entirely  overwhelm  these  domestic 
establishments.     When,  therefore,  in  1816,    it  became 
necessary  that  the  revenue  should  be  brought  down  to  the 
peace  establishment  by  a  reduction  of  the  duties  upon  i& 
ports,  it  was  almost,  by  common  consent,  conceded  to 
the  claims  of  the  manufacturers  that  this  reduction  should 
be  gradual,  and  three  years  were  accordingly  allowed  for 
bringing  down  the  duties  to  the  permanent  revenue  staad* 
ard,  which,  embracing  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  tl^ 
Government,  with  liberal  appropriations  for  the  navranJ 
the  army,  an  extensive  s}'stem  of  fortifications,  and  t3^ 
gradual  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  (then  amounting  to 
$130,000,000,)  was  fixed  at  20  per  cent.    If  the  maRufiic< 
turers  had,  at  that  time,  even  hinted  that  permanent  pro- 
tection was  deemed  indispensable  to  their  successi  if  the 
slightest  suspicion  had  been  entertained  that,  inst^^  of 
the  gradual  reduction  expressly  provided  for  by  the  act 
of  1816,  there  would  be  claimed  a  gradual  increase  of  the 
protecting  duties;  and  that,   instead  of  being  btooght 
down  in  three  years  to  SO  per  cent,  the  duties  were  to 
be  carried  up  to  50  or  100  per  cent,  and,  in  many  cases^ 
to  prohibitioo,  the  painful  contest  in  which  the  cocmtri 
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has  been  engaged  for  the  last  ten  years  on  this  subject 
would  have  commenced  immediately;  and  it  is  confident- 
ly believed  that,  in  the  temper  of  the  public  mind  at  that 
tinie»  ample  security  would  have  been  found  against  the 
introduction  of  such  a  system.     But,  in  defiance  of  the 
clear  understanding  of  the  whole  country,  and  in  vFola- 
tion  of  the  principles  of  justice  and  of  good  faith,  that  part 
of  the  act  above  mentioned  which  required  that  the  duties 
should  be  reduced  in  three  years  to  20  per  cent,  was  re- 
pealed, and  a  broad  foundation  thus  laid  for  the  perma- 
nent establishment  of  the  protecting  system.  This  system 
has  been  still  fiirther  extended  and  fortified  by  the  seve- 
ral successive  acts  of  1820,  1824,  and  1828,  until,  by  the 
passing  of  the  act  of  1832,  (to  take  effect  after  the  dis- 
charge of  the  public  debt,)  it  has  become  incorporated 
into  our  political  system  as  the  "  settled  policy  of  the 
country."    We  have  not  deemed  it  necessary,  in  tracing 
the  origin  and  progress  of  this  system,  to  ^o  further  back 
than  the  commercial  restrictions  which  preceded  the  late 
war;  for,  whatever  theoretical  opinions  may  have  been 
expressed  by  Alexander  Hamilton  and  others,  in  relation 
to  it,  at  an  early  period,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  no  duties 
were  actually  imposed  beyond  those  deemed  indispensa- 
ble for  the  public  exigencies,  and  that,  prior  to  the  year 
1816,  no  protection  whatever  was  actually  extended  to 
manufactures,  beyond  what  was  strictly  incidental  to  a 
system  for  revenue.      The   discrimination  between  the 
protected  and  unprotected  articles,  now  contended  for  as 
the  very  corner-stone  of  the  protecting  system,  was  so 
far  from  being  established  by  that  act,  that  the  highest 
duties  were  actually  imposed  on  the  very  articles  now  ad- 
mitted duty  free,  while  the  foreign  manufactures  which 
came  into  competition  with  our  domestic  fabrics  were 
subjected  to  a  lower  rate  of  duty^.     The  truth  then  un- 
questionably is,  that  the  protecting  policy,  according  to 
the  principles  now  contended  for,  was  never  introduc- 
ed into  this  country  until  the  period  we  have  men- 
tioned, when  it  crept  insidiously  into  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  the  manner  above  described.    This  will  be 
made  abundantly  manifest  to  every  one  who  will  take  the 
pains  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  duties  from  7  J  per  cent, 
in  1790,  up  to  25  per  cent,  in  1816,  40  per  cent,  in  1824, 
and  50,  60,  and  even  100  per  cent,  in  1828  and  1832,  and 
who  will  merely  examine  the  manner  in  which  these  du- 
ties were  adjusted  in  the  various  acts  here  referred  to. 
As  early  as  1820,  so  soon  indeed  as  the  capitalists  who 
had  relied  upon  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  enhance  the  profits  of  their  Investments  by  legislation, 
began  to  look  forward  to  its  eventual  establishment  as  the 
settled  policy  of  the  country,  they  clearly  perceived  that 
an  extension  of  the  appropriations  to  objects  not  em- 
braced in  the  specific  grants  of  the  federal  constitution, 
was  the  necessary  appendage  of  their  system.    They  well 
knew  that  the  people  would  not  long  submit  to  the  levy- 
ing of  a  large  surplus  revenue  merely  for  the  protection 
of  manufactures,   carried  on  almost  exclusively  in  one 
quarter  of  the  Union;  and  they  therefore  sought,  in  the 
extension  of  the  appropriations  to  new  objects,  for  a  plau- 
sible and  popular  excuse  for  the  continuance  of  a  system 
of  high  duties.     With  that  instinctive  sagacity  which  be- 
longs to  men  who  convert  the  Legislature  of  a  country  in- 
to an  instrument  for  the  promotion  of  their  own  private 
ends,  they  clearly  saw  that  the  distribution  of  an  enor- 
mous surplus  treasure  would  afford  the  surest  means  of 
bringing  over  the  enemies  of  the  American  system  to  its 
support,  and  of  enlisting  in  their  cause  not  only  large 
masses  of  the  people,  but  entire  States,  who  had  no  direct 
interest  in  maintaining  the  protecting  system,  or  who 
were  even,  in  some  respects,  its  victims.   No  scheme  that 


spoils:  in  a  word,  to  levy  contributions  by  the  aid  of  those 
who  were  to  divide  the  plunder.     If  the  United  States 
had  constituted  one  great  nation,  with  a  consolidated  Go- 
vernment, occupying  a  territory  of  limited  extent,  inha- 
bited by  a  people  engaged  in  similar  pursuits,  and  having 
homogeneous  interests,  such  a  system  would  only  have 
operated  as  a  tax  upon  all  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
State,  for  the  benefit  of  that  which  was  favored  by  the 
laws;  and  when  time  had  been  allowed  for  the  adjustment 
of  society  to  this  new  condition  of  its  affairs,  the  final  re- 
sult must  have  been  an  aggregate  diminution  of  the  profits 
of  the  whole  community,  by  diverting  a  portion  of  the 
people  from  their  accustomed  employments  to  less  profit- 
able pursuits.     In  such  a  case,  the  hope  might  perhaps 
have  been  indulged,  that  experience  would  demonstrate 
the  egregious  folly  of  enacting  laws,  the  only  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  community  at 
an  increased  expense  of  labor  and  capital.     But  it  is  the 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  American  system,  and  one 
which  stamps  upon  it  the  character  of  peculiar  and  aggra- 
vated oppression,  that  it  is  made  applieable  to  a  confede- 
racy of^  twenty-four  sovereign  and  independent  States; 
occupying  a  territory  upwards  of  two  thousand  miles  in 
extent;  embracing  every  variety  of  soil,  climate,  and  pro- 
ductions; inhabited  by  a  people  whose  institutions  and 
interests  are,  in  many  respects,  diametrically  opposed  to 
each  other;  with  habits  and  pursuits  infinitely  diversified} 
and,  in  the  great  Southern  section  of  the  Union,  render- 
ed, by  local  circumstances,  altogether  incapable  of  change. 
Under  such  circumstances,  a  system  which,  under  a  con- 
solidated Government,  would  be  merely  impolitic,  and,  so 
far,  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  whole  community,  becomes, 
in  this  country,  a  scheme  of  the  most  intolerable  oppres- 
sion; because  it  may  be,  and  has  in  fact  been,  so  adjusted 
as  to  operate  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  a  particular  in- 
terest, and  of  particular  sections  of  country,  rendering, 
in  effect,  the  industry  of  one  portion  of  the  confederacy 
tributary  to  the  rest.     The  laws  have  accordingly  been  so 
framed  as  to  give  a  direct  pecuniary  interest  to  a  sectional 
majority,  in  maintaining^  a  grand  system  by  which  taxes 
are  in  effect  imposed  upon  the  few  for  the  benefit  of  the 
many;  and  imposed,  too,  by  a  system  of  indirect  taxation, 
so  artfully  contrived  as  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  com- 
mon eye,  and  masked  under  such  ingenious  devices  as  to 
make  it  extremely  difficult  to  expose  theii'true  character. 
Thus,  under  the  pretext  of  imposing  duties  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  and  providing  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,  (powers  expressly  confer- 
red on  the  Federal  Government  by  the  constitution,)  acts 
are  passed  containing  provisions  designed  exclusively  and 
avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the  American 
manufacturers  a  monopoly  in  our  own  markets,  to  the 
great  and  manifest  prejudice  of  those  who  furnish  tlie 
agricultural  productions  which  are  exchanged  in  foreign 
markets  for  the  very  articles  which  it  is  the  avowed  ob- 
ject of  these  laws  to  exclude.     It  so  happens,  that  six  of 
the  Southern  States,  whose  industry  is  almost  exclusively 
agricultural,  though  embracing  a  population  equal  to  only 
one-third  part  of  the  whole  Union,  actually  produce  for 
exportation  near  40,000,000  annually,  being  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  domestic  exports  of  the  United  States. 
As  it  is  their  interest,  so  it  is,  unquestipnably,  their  right, 
to  carry  these  fruits  of  their  own  honest  iiidustry  to  the 
best  market,  without  any  molestation,  hindrance,  or  re- 
straint whatsoever,  and  subject  to   no  taxes   or  other 
charges  but  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
the  reasonable  expenses  of  the  Government.     But  how 
does  this  system  operate  upon  our  industry?    While  im- 
posts to  the  amount  of  10  and  12  per  cent,  (if  arranged  on 


the  wit  of  man  could  possibly  have  devised,  was  better!  just  and  equal  principles,)  must  be  admitted  to  be  fully  ade 


calculated  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  It  pro- 
poseri  simply  to  reconcile  men  to  an  unjust  system  of  na- 
tional policy,  by  admitting  them  to  a  large  share  of  the 


quate  to  ail  the  leg-itimate  purposes  of  Government,  du- 
ties are  actually  imposed  (with  a  few  inconsiderate  excep- 
tions) upon  all  the  woollens,  cottons,  iron  and  manufactures 
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of  iron»  sug&r,  and  salt,  and  almost  eyery  other  article  re- 
ceived in  exchange  for  the  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco  of 
the  South,  bearing  an  average  of  about  50  per  cent., 
whereby  (in  addition  to  the  injurious  effects  of  this  sys- 
tem in  prohibiting  some  articles,  and  discourajping  the 
introduction  of  others,)  a  tax  equal  to  one-half  of  the  first 
cost  is  imposed  upon  the  cottons,  woollens,  and  iron, 
which  are  the  fruits  of  Southern  industry,  in  order  to  se- 
cure an  adrantsffe,  in  the  home  market,  to  their  rivals,  the 
American  manuUicturers  of  similar  articles,  equivalent  to 
one-half  of  their  value,  thereby  stimulating  the  industry 
of  the  North,  and  discouraging  that  of  the  South,  by  grant- 
ing bounties  to  the  one,and  imposing  taxes  upon  the  other. 

The  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  an  elabo- 
rate examination  of  the  true  character  and  sectional  ope- 
ration of  the  protecting  system.  The  subject  has,  of  late, 
been  so  frequently  and  thoroughly  examined,  and  the 
bearing  of  the  system  been  so  completely  exposed,  that 
the  argument  is  exhausted.  To  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States  there  cannot  be  presented  a  more  touching  or  ir- 
resistible appeal,  either  to  their  understandings  or  their 
hearts,  thain  is  found  in  the  melancholy  memorials  of 
ruin  and  decay  which  are  every  where  viuble  around  us; 
memorials  proclaiming  the  fatal  character  of  that  system 
which  has  brought  upon  one  of  the  finest  portions  of  the 
globe,  in  the  full  vigor  of  its  early  manhood,  the  poverty 
and  desolation  which  belong  only  to  the  most  sterile  re- 
gions, or  to  the  old  age  and  decrepitude  of  nations.  The 
moral  blight  and  pestilence  of  unwise  and  partial  legislation 
hsA  swept  over  our  fields  with  '*  the  besom  of  destruction." 
The  proo&  are  every  where  around  us. 

It  is  in  vain  for  any  one  to  contend  that  this  is  a  just  and 
equal  system,  or  that  the  Northern  States  pay  a  full  pro- 
portion of  the  tax.  If  this  were  so,  how  is  it  to  be  ac- 
counted for  that  high  duties  are  reg^ded  in  that  quarter 
of  the  Union  not  as  a  burden,  but  as  a  blessing? 

How  comes  it  that  a  people  certainly  not  unmindful  of 
their  interests,  are  seen  courting  the  imposition  of  taxes, 
and  crying  out  against  any  material  reduction  of  the  pub- 
lic bui^ens?    Does  not  this  extraordinary  fact  afford  con- 
clusive evidence  that  high  duties  operate  as  a  bounty  to 
Northern  industry;  and  that  whatever  taxes  the  manufac- 
turers may  pay  as  consumers,  they  are  more  than  remu- 
nerated by  the  advantages  they  enjoy  as  producers;  or, 
iu  other  words,  that  they  actually  receive  more  than  they 
pay,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  justly  said  to  be  taxed  at 
all:    When,  in  addition  to  all  this,  we  take  into  consider- 
ation that  the  amount  of  duties  annually  levied  for  the 
protection  of  manufactures,  beyond  the  necessary  wants 
of  the  Government,  (which  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  ten  or  twelve  milUons,)  is  expended  almost  exclusively 
in  the  Northern  portion  of  the  Union,  can  it  excite  any 
surprise  that,  under  the  operation  of  the  protecting  sys- 
tem, the  manufacturing  States  should  be  constantly  in- 
creasing In  riches  and  growing  in  strength,  with  an  in- 
hospitable climate  and  barren  soil,  while  the  Southern 
States,  the  natural  garden  of  America,  should  be  rapidly 
fiillin^  into  decay?    It  is  contrary  to  the  general  order  of 
Providence  that  any  country  should  long  bear  up  against 
a  system  by  which  enormous  contributions,  raised  in  one 
quarter,  are  systematically  expended  in  another.     If  the 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  now  annually  levied  in  duties 
on  the  foreign  goods  received  in  exchange  for  Southern 
productions  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  or,  by  some  just  and  equal  system  of  appropria- 
tion, could  be  restored  to  them,  the  condition  of  the  plan- 
tation States  would,  unquestionably,  be  one  of  unexampled 
prosperity  ^nd  happiness.    Such  was  our  condition  under 
a  system  of  free  trade,  and  such  would  soon  again  be  our 
enviable  lot.     Of  the  results  which  would  thereby  be  pro- 
duced, some  faint  conception  may  be  formed  by  imagining 
what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  industry  of  the  people 
of  our  own  SUte»  if  the  $8,000,000  of  foreign  goods  now 


annually  received  in  exchange  for  our  productioni^  and 
paying  duties  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $3,000,000; 
could  be  obtained  by  us  duty  free,  or  the  duties  thus  le- 
vied were  expended  within  our  own  linuts.  Is  it  not  ob- 
vious that  several  millions  per  annum  would  thereby  be 
added  to  the  available  industry  of  South  CarofiDa«  the  ef- 
fect of  which  would  assuredly  be  to  change  the  entire  face 
of  affairs  in  this  State,  by  enhancing  the  profits  of  tiie  agri- 
culturbt,  accumulating  capital,  giym|f  a  fresh  impulse  to 
commerce,  and  producing  a  vivi^ing  mfluence  upon  eveir 
department  of  industry,  the  happy  consequences  offwbira 
would  be  ezp«neno«d  by  c^exT  inhabitant  of  the  Stated 
We  present  this  strong  view  of  the  subject  to  whom  the 
manifest  justice  of  the  claim  which  South  Cartdina  bcw 
sets  up  to  have  this  system  of  raising  revenue,  by  dutjei 
upon  imports,  restricted  within  the  narrowest  linuts,  and 
to  show  how  utterly  impossible  it  is  for  us  to  consent  to 
have  it  extended  beyond  the  indispensable  wants  of  the 
Government,  either  for  the  purpose  of  aflfordiog  protec- 
tion to  the  industry  of  others,  or  of  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds among  individuals  or  States. 

Grievous,  however,  as  the  oppression  unquestionablf  is, 
and  calculated,  in  the  strong  language  [of  our  own  Le- 
gislature, "  to  reduce  the  plantation  States  to  poverty 
and  utter  desolation,"  it  is  not  in  this  utped  that  the 
question  is  presented  in  its  most  dangerous  and  alanning 
form.  It  is  not  merely  that  Congress  have  reaov\ed«  for 
unwarrantable  purposes,  to  an  oppressive  excr^se  of 
powers  granted  to  tnem  by  the  constitution,  but  tbattbqr 
have  usurped  a  power  not  granted,  and  have  justified  that 
usurpation  on  principles  which,  if  sanctioned  or  submitted 
to,  must  entirely  change  the  character  of  the  GoTemment, 
reduce  the  constitution  to  a  dead  letter,  and,  on  the  nun 
of  our  confederated  republic,  erect  a  consolidated  despo- 
tism, «  without  limitation  of  powers."  If  this  be  so^  there 
is  no  man  who  is  worthy  of  the  precious  heritage  of  liberty 
derived  from  our  ancestors,  or  who  values  the  free  inSb- 
tutions  of  his  country,  who  must  not  tremble  for  the  cause 
of  freedom,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  throughout  the 
world,  unless  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  measures  aie 
at  once  adopted  to  arrest  the  downward  course  of  our  po- 
litical affairs,  to  stay  the  hand  of  oppression,  to  restore  the 
constitution  to  its  original  principles,  and  thereby  perpe- 
tuate the  Union. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  possesses  no  inherent  powers.  It  was  calJed  into 
being  by  the  States.  The  States  not  only  created  it,  but 
conferred  upon  it  all  its  powers,  and  prescribed  its  limits 
by  a  written  charter,  called  the  Constitution  of  ihe  \3mted 
States.  Before  the  Federal  Government  had  U&us  been 
called  into  being,  the  several  States  unquestionably  pos- 
sessed as  full  sovereignty,  and  were  as  independent  of 
each  other,  as  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the  world; 
and,  in  the  free  and  undisputed  exercise  of  that  aoyereign- 
ty,  they  entered  into  a  solemn  compact  with  each  other, 
by  which  it  was  provided  that  for  certain  specified  objects 
a  General  Government  should  be  established  with  strktiy 
limited  powers;  the  several  States  retaining  their  sote^ 
reignty  unimpaired,  and  continuing  to  exercise  all  pow- 
ers not  expressly  granted  to  the  F^eral  Government. 

In  the  clear  and  emphatic  language  of  Mr.  JefferMxa, 
"the  several  States  composing  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica are  not  united  on  the  principle  of  unlimited  submisana 
to  the  General  Government;  but,  by  a  compact  under  the 
style  and  title  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
they  constituted  a  General  Government  for  special  pur^ 
poses;  delegated  to  that  Government  certain  definite 
powers;  reserving,  each  State  to  itself,  the  residuary  mass 
of  right  to  their  own  self-government;  and  whensoever 
the  General  Government  assumes  undelegpated  powers, 
its  acts  are  unauthoritative,  void,  and  of  no  force.'**  That 
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mch  is  tbe  true  nature  of  the  federal  compact,  cannot  ad- 
nit  of  a  reasonable  doubt;  and  it  follows,  of  necessity, 
hat  the  Federal  Government  is  merely  a  joint  agency, 
created  by  the  States;  that  it  can  exert  no  power  not  ex- 
>ressly  granted  by  them;  and  that,  when  it  chums  any 
lower,  it  must  be  able  to  refer  to  the  clause  in  the  char- 
«r  which  confers  it.  This  view  of  the  constitution  of 
he  United  States  brings  the  question  of  the  constitution- 
ility  of  the  tariff  within  the  narrowest  limits. 

The  regulation  of  domestic  industry,  so  fiir  as  Govern- 
nent  may  rightfully  interfere  therewith,  belonged  to  the 
leveral  States  before  the  constitution  was  adopted,  or  the 
[Jnion  sprang  into  existence;  and  it  still  remains  exclu- 
tively  with  them,  unless  it  has  been  expressly  granted  to 
he  Federal  Government.  If  sue  Sik  gnnt  has  been  made, 
t  is  incumbent  on  those  claiming  under  it  to  point  out  the 
)rovision  in  the  constitution  which  embraces  it.  It  must 
>e  admitted  that  there  is  not  a  clause  or  article  in  that 
nstrument  which  has  the  slightest  allumon  either  to  man- 
ifactures  or  to  agriculture;  while,  therefore,  the  "  regu- 
ation  of  commerce"  is  expressly  conferred  on  the  Ge- 
leral  Government,  the  regulation  of  every  branch  of 
lomestic  industry  is  reserved  to  the  several  States  exclu- 
tively,  who  may  afford  them  encoura||pement  by  pecuniary 
>ounties,  and  by  all  other  means  not  inconsistent  with  the 
:onstitution  of  the  United  States.  To  say  that  the  power 
o  regelate  commerce  embraces  the  regulation  or  agri- 
mlture  and  manufactures,  and  all  the  other  pursuits  of 
nduatry,  (for  they  all  stand  upon  the  same  footing,)  is  to 
:onfound  the  plainest  distinctions,  and  to  lose  sight  of  the 
rue  meaning  and  intent  of  the  grant  in  question.  Com- 
nerce  is,  in  general,  regulated  by  treaties  with  foreign 
lations;  and,  therefore,  it  was  deemed  necessary  that  this 
power  should  be  confided  to  the  General  Government; 
but  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  mechanic  arts  can 
3nly  be  wisely  ordered  by  municipal  regulation.  Com- 
merce is  one  object  of  legislation,  manufactures  another, 
ng^riculture  a  third;  and  if  the  regulation  of  commerce  im- 
plies an  unlimited  control  over  every  thing  which  consti- 
:utes  the  object  of  commerce,  it  would  folfow,  as  a  matter 
3f  course,  that  the  Federal  Government  may  exert  a 
(upreme  dominion  over  the  whole  labor  and  capital  of  the 
iou  ntry.  This  would  transform  our  confederated  Govern- 
nent,  with  strictly  limited  powers,  into  an  absolute  despo- 
ism,  and  of  the  worst  sort,  where,  under  the  forms  of  a 
ree  Government,  we  should  have  the  spirit  of  a  despotic 
me.  This  view  of  the  subject  we  should  deem  perfectly 
conclusive,  even  if  it  could  not  be  shown  that  the  power 
n  question,  so  far  from  being  granted,  was  purposely 
vithheld  from  the  Federal  Government  by  the  tramers  of 
.he  constitution,  and  that  there  are  provisions  of  the  con- 
ttitution  from  whicli  it  may  be  fairly  inferred  that  it  was 
ntended  to  be  resi^rved  to  the  States  respectively.  It 
Appears,  from  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
irention  which  framed  the  constitution,  that  the  subject  of 
the  protection  of  manufactures  was  several  times  brought 
listinctly  to  the  view  of  that  body,  and  that  they  did  not 
see  fit  to  grant  to  the  Federal  Government  the  power  in 
question.  In  the  original  proposition  to  confer  on  Con- 
gress the  power  to  impose  "duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, "was  embraced  **  prohibitions  and  restraints,"  which 
may  well  be  supposed  to  be  intended  to  embrace  the  pro- 
ection  of  manufactures;  but  it  is  remarkable  that  these 
ivords  were  omitted  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
that  clause.  On  the  18th  of  August,  a  motion  was  made 
(<  to  establish  rewards  and  immunities  for  the  promotion 
^f  agriculture,  commerce,  trades,  and  manufactures;'' 
but  this  proposition  also  failed.  On  a  subsequent  day  it 
was  moved  that  there  should  be  *<  a  secretary  of  domestic 
affairs,  &c.,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  attend  to  matters 
of  general  police,  the  state  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, the  opening  of  roads  and  navigation,  and  facilitat- 
ing of  intercourse  through  the  United  StUtes^  and  that  he 


shall,  from  time  to  time,  recommend  such  measures  and 
establishments  as  may  tend  to  promote  these  objects.*' 
This  proposition  likewise  fiiiled,  the  constitution  contain- 
ing no  provision  in  conformity  therewith. 

Now,  as  it  is  utterly  imposnble  that  these  several  pro- 
positions, embracing  imposts,  duties,  prohibitions,  ana  re- 
straints, and  the  encouragement  of  manufactures,  could 
have  been  disposed  of  without  bringing  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  domestic  manufactures  fully  into  view,  it  must 
follow  that,  as  no  power  was  given  to  Congress  over  ma- 
nufactures, while  the  power  to  regelate  commerce  is 
expressly  conferred,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  to  entrust  this  power  to  Congress. 
Although  repeatedly  urged  to  confer  such  a  power,  they 
constantly  refused  it;  and  the  constitution,  as  finally  ratifi- 
ed, contains  no  provision  whatever  upon  the  subject.  In 
the  report  of  Luther  Martin,  a  delegate  from  Maryland, 
made  to  the  Legislature  of  his  State,  an  explanation  is 
given  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  which  removes  eveij  shadow  of  doubt  with 
regard  to  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  framers  of 
the  constitution.  In  relation  to  the  protection  of  manufac- 
tures. It  appears  firom  this  statement  that,  as  the  encou- 
ragement of  manufactures  had  been  refused  to  be  confer* 
red  upon  the  Federal  Government,  it  was  the  desire  of 
Mr.  Martin  and  others  to  reserve  to  the  States  all  the 
means  which  they  supposed  to  be  nece8sar|r  for  affording 
effectual  encouragement  to  manufactures  within  their  own 
limits.  Amon^  these,  it  was  presumed  *'  that  there  might 
be  cases  in  which  it  would  be  proper,  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  manufactures,  to  lay  duties  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  raw  materials;  and  even,  in  aadition  to  the 
duties  laid  by  Congress  on  imports  for  the  sake  of  revenue, 
to  lay  a  duty  to  discourage  the  importation  of  particular 
articles  into  a  State,  or  to  enable  the  manufacturer  here 
to  supply  us  on  as  good  terms  as  could  be  obtained  from 
a  foreign  market."*  Here  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  posi- 
tively stated  by  Mr.  Martin  that  the  power  given  to  Con- 
gress to  impose  duties  upon  imports  was  given  expressly 
••  for  the  sake  of  revenue,"  and  was  not  considered  as 
extending  to  any  duty  **  to  discourage  the  importation  of 
particular  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  manu- 
fiictures;"  and  that  it  was  considered  that,  unless  the 
several  States  should  possess  this  power,  as  well  as  that  of 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  certain  raw  materials,  they 
would  not  be  enabled  to  extend  that  complete  protection 
to  their  own  manufactures  which  might  be  deemed  indis- 
pensable to  their  success.  **  The  most,  however,"  says 
Mr.  Martin,  *'  which  we  could  obtain  was,  that  this  power 
might  be  exercised  by  the  States,  by  and  with  tbe  consent 
of  Congress,  and  subject  to  its  control."  Thus,  then,  it 
manifestly  appears  that,  in  relation  to  manufiictures,  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  positively  refused  to  confer 
upon  the  Federal  Government  any  power  whatever.  That 
the  power  to  lay  duties,  &c.  was  conferred  for  the  sake  of 
revenue  alone,  and  was  not  intended  to  embrace  the 
power  to  lay  duties  "to  discourage  the  importation  of 
particular  articles,  to  enable  the  manufacturers  here  to 
supply  us  on  as  good  terms  as  could  be  obtained  from  a 
foreign  market;"  and,  finally,  that  the  whole  subject  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  several  States,  with  the  restriction 
"that  no  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
lay  any  impost  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except 
what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing  their  in- 
spection laws."  This  power,  it  appears,  was  expressly 
inserted  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  States  to  protect 
their  own  manufactures,  and  this,  it  seems,  was  the  only 
provision  which  the  friends  of  domestic  industry  could 
obtain.  It  is  vain  to  allege  that  the  powers  retained  by 
the  States  on  this  subject  are  inadequate  to  the  effectual 
accomplishment  of  the  object.    If  this  were  so,  it  would 
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only  show  the  neceanty  of  some  further  proTuion  on  this 
■abject;  but  surely  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  it  would 
justify  the  usurpation,  b^  Congress,  of  a  power  not  only 
not  granted  by  the  constitution,  but  purposely  withheld. 

We  think,  however,  that  this  exposition  of  the  consti- 
tution places  the  protection  of  manufactures  on  the  true 
foundation  on  which  it  should  stand  in  such  a  Government 
as  ours.  Nothing  can  be  more  monstrous  than  that  the 
industry  of  one  or  more  States  in  this  confederacy  should 
be  made  profitable  at  the  expense  of  others;  and  this  must 
be  the  inevitable  result  of  any  scheme  of  legislation  by 
the  General  Government,  calculated  to  promote  manufac- 
tures by  restrictions  upon  commerce  or  agriculture.  But 
leave  manufactures  where  agriculture  and  other  domestic 
pursuits  have  been  wisely  left  by  the  constitution—with 
the  several  States,  and  ample  security  is  furnished  that  no 
preference  will  be  given  to  one  pursuit  over  another;  and, 
if  it  should  be  deemed  advisable,  in  any  particular  State, 
to  extend  encouragement  to  manufiu^tures,  either  by  di- 
rect appropriations  of  money,  or  in  the  way  pointed  out 
in  the  article  of  the  constitution  above  quoted,  that  this 
will  be  done,  not  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  Union, 
but  of  the  particular  State  whose  citizens  are  to  derive 
the  advantages  of  those  pursuits.  Should  Bilassachusetts, 
for  instance,  find  it  to  her  advantage  to  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  woollens  or  cottons,  or  Pennsylvania  be 
desirous  of  encouraging  the  working  of  her  iron  mines, 
let  those  States  grant  bounties  out  of  their  own  treasuries 
to  the  persons  engaged  in  these  pursuits;  and  should  it 
be  deemed  advisable  to  encourage  their  manufactures  by 
duties  «  discouraging  the  importation  of  similar  articles" 
in  these  respective  States,  let  them  make  an  application  to 
Congress,  whose  consent  would  doubtless  be  readily  given 
to  any  acts  of  those  States  having  these  objects  in  view. 
The  manu&cturers  of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania 
would  thus  be  encouraged  at  the  expense  of  the  people 
of  these  States  respectively.  But  when  they  claim  to  do 
more  than  this — to  encourage  their  industry  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  industry  of  the  people  of  the  other  States— 
to  promote  the  manufactures  of  the  North,  at  the  expense 
of  theag^iculture  of  the  South,  by  restrictions  upon  com- 
merce— in  a  word,  to  secure  a  monopoly  for  their  manu- 
factures not  only  in  their  own  market,  but  throughout  the 
United  States,  then  we  say  that  the  claim  is  unjust,  and 
cannot  be  granted  consistently  with  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  or  the  great  ends  of  a  confederated  Govern- 
ment We  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  whether,  as  has  been 
urged  with  great  force,  that  provision  of  the  constitution 
which  confers  the  power  upon  Congress  <*  to  promote  the 
progress  of  science  and  the  useful  arts,  by  securing,  for 
limiied  times,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive 
right  to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries,"  does 
not,  by  a  necessary  implication,  deny  to  Congress  the 
power  of  promoting  the  useful  arts,  (which  include  both 
agriculture  and  manufactures,}  bv  any  other  means  than 
those  here  specified.  It  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose,  to 
show  that  the  power  of  promoting  manufactures,  as  a  dis- 
tinct, substantive  object  of  legislation,  has  nowhere  been 
granted  to  Congress.  As  to  the  incidental  protection  that 
may  be  derived  from  the  rightful  exercise  of  the  power 
either  of  reg^ating  commerce  or  of  imposing  taxes,  du- 
ties, and  imposts,  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  Govern- 
ment, this  certainly  may  be  as  freely  enjoyed  by  manufac- 
tures as  it  must  be  by  every  other  branch  of  domestic 
industry.  But,  as  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  con- 
ferred expressly  for  its  security,  cannot  be  fairly  exerted 
for  its  destruction,  so  neither  can  it  be  perverted  to  the 
purpose  of  building  up  manufacturing  establishments,  an 
object  entirely  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment; so  also  the  power  to  levy  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  expressly  given  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  revenue,  cannot  be  used  for  the  discouragement  of 
•  importations,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  manufactures. 


without  a  gross  and  palpable  violation  of  the  pUun  mean- 
ing and  intent  of  the  federal  compact.  Acts  may  be 
passed  on  these  subjects  falsely  parpoKing,  on  dieir  &ce, 
to  have  been  enacted  for  the  purposes  of  raisif^  nerenue 
and  regulating  commerce;  but  if,  in  truth,  diey  are  de- 
signed (as  the  acts  of  1824, 1828,  and  1833,  confessedly 
and  avowedly  have  been)  for  an  entirely  different  pur- 
pose, viz.  for  the  encouragement  and  promotioB  of  ms- 
nu&ctures,  the  violation  of  the  constitation  is  ooC  less 
g^oss,  deliberate,  and  palpable,  because  it  aamnes  the 
most  dangerous  of  all  forms,  a  violation  by  pervcnkm-^ 
the  use  of  a  power  g^ranted  for  one  purpose,  for  another 
and  a  different  purpose,  in  relation  to  wluch  CongreMbis 
no  power  to  act  at  all.  On  the  whole,  even  from  the  verr 
brief  and  imperfect  view  which  we  have  here  taken  ii 
this  subject,  we  think  we  have  demonstrated  that  the 
protectinpf  i^stem  is  as-gross  ^and  palpable  a  vidatioD  of 
the  constitution,  according  to  its  true  apirit,  intent,  and 
meaning,  as  it  is  unquestionably  unequal,  oppressive,  and 
unjust  in  its  bearing  upon  the  great  interests  of  the  coos- 
try,  and  the  several  sections  of  the  Union. 

But  great  as  are  the  evils  of  the  American  system,  &td 
as  it  assuredly  must  be  to  the  prosperity  of  a  laige  portion 
of  the  Union,  and  gross  as  is  the  violation  of  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  constitution  which  it  perpetrstea^  the  conse- 
quences which  must  inevitably  result  from  die  establish- 
ment of  the  pernicious  principles  on  which  it  ia  founded, 
are  evils  of  still  greater  magnitude.  An  entire  dumge  m 
the  character  of  the  Government  is  the  natural  and  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  application,  to  the  constitutioo,  of 
those  latitudinous  rules  of  construction  from  which  this 
svstem  derives  its  existence,  and  which  must  **  oonsoCdate 
the  States  by  degrees  into  one  soverdg^ty;  the  obvkRB 
tendency  and  inevitable  result  of  which  would  be  to  trus. 
form  the  present  representative  system  of  the  United 
States  into  a  monarchy.'** 

We  fearlessly  appeal  to  all  considerate  men,  whether  it 
be,  in  the  natui*e  of  things,  possible  to  hold  together  such 
a  confederacy  as  ours,  by  any  means  short  of  a  reiVrtaiy 
despotism,  after  it  has  degenerated  into  a  oonaolidated 
Government;  that  is  to  say,  after  itahall  come  tobe  its  es- 
tablished policy  to  exercise  a  general  legislative  control 
over  the  interests  and  pursuits  of  the  whole  American 
people. 

Can  any  man  be  so  infatuated  as  to  believe  tbat  Coo- 
gress  could  regulate,  wisely,  the  whde  Jbbor  and  capital 
of  this  vast  confederacy?  Would  it  not  be  a  burdeo  too 
grievous  to  be  borne,  that  a  great  central  Government, 
necessarily  ignorant  of  the  condition  of  the  reiiKAe  paixli 
of  the  countiy,  and  regardless,  perhaps,  of  their  prospe- 
rity,  should  undertake  to  interfere  with  their  domestic 
pursuits,  to  control  their  labor,  to  regulate  their  propetir, 
and  to  treat  them,  in  all  respects,  as  dependent  cdonieS) 
governed,  not  with  reference  to  their  own  interesfta,  bst 
the  interests  of  others?  If  such  a  state  of  things  must  be 
admitted  to  be  altogether  intolerable,  we  confidently  ap- 
peal to  the  sober  judgproent  and  patriotic  feelings  of  evcrr 
man  who  values  our  free  institutions,  and  desires  to  pre- 
serve them,  whether  the  progress  of  the  Goremment  t> 
wards  this  result  has  not,  of  late  years,  been  rspid  and 
alarming;  and,  whether,  if  the  downward  course  of  ob 
affairs  cannot  be  at  once  arrested,  the  cooaummatioa  of 
this  system  is  not  at  hand.  No  sooner  had  Congress  as- 
sumed the  power  of  buUding  up  manufactures  by  succes- 
sive tariffs,  calculated  and  intended  to  drive  men  from  agr- 
culture  and  commerce  into  more  fitvored  pursuits,  than  bi- 
ternal  improvements  sprang  at  once  into  vigorous  exist- 
ence. Pensions  have  been  emargped  to  an  extent  not  only  be^ 
fore  unknown  in  any  civilized  country,  but  they  have  been 
established  on  such  principles  as  manifest  the  settled  pur- 
pose of  bestowing  the  public  treasure  in  gratoitfes  to  par- 


*  MadifOB**  Report. 
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licular  classes  of  persons  and  particular  sections  of  coun- 
:ry .  Koads  and  canals  have  been  commenced,  and  surveys 
nade,  in  certain  quarters  of  the  Union,  on  a  scale  of  mag"- 
lificence  which  evinces  a  like  determination  to  distribute 
he  public  wealth  into  new  and  favored  channels;  and  it 
s  in  entire  accordance  both  with  the  theory  and  practice 
>f  this  new  system,  that  the  General  Government  should 
ibsorb  all  the  authority  of  the  States^  and  eventually  be- 
:ome  the  grand  depository  of  the  powers,  and  the  general 
guardian  and  distributor  of  the  wealth,  of  the  whole  Union. 
t  is  known  to  all  who  have  marked  the  course  of  our  na^ 
lonal  affairs,  that  Congress  have  undertaken  to  create  a 
>ank,  and  have  already  assumed  jurisdiction  over  science 
ind  the  arts,  over  education  and  charities,  over  roads  and 
»Lnals,and  aJmost  every  other  subject  formerly  considered 
is  appertaining  exclusively  to  the  States;  and  that  they 
tlaim  and  exerdse  an  unlimited  control  over  the  appro- 
>riation  of  the  public  lands  as  well  as  of  tlie  public  money. 
>n  looking,  indeed,  to  the  legislation  of  the  last  ten  years, 
t  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that  a  fatal  change 
tas  taken  place  in  the  whole  policy  and  entire  operation 
if  the  Federal  Government;  that  in  every  one  of  its  de- 
>artment8  it  is,  both  in  theory  and  practice,  rapidly  verg. 
ng  towards  consolidation;  asserting  judicial  supremacy 
>ver  the  sovereign  States;  extending  Executive  patronage 
.nd  influence  to  the  remotest  ramifications  of  society;  and 
.ssuroing  legislative  control  over  every  object  of  local  con- 
cernment; thereby  reducing  the  States  to  pettjr  corpora- 
ions,  shorn  of  their  sovereignty,  mere  parts  of^one  great 
vhole,  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  the  Union  as  a 
iounty  or  parish  to  the  State  of  which  it  is  a  subordinate 
3art. 

Such  is  the  true  character,  and  such  the  inevitable  ten- 
lencies  of  the  American  system.  And  when  the  case, 
bus  plainly  stated,  is  brought  home  to  the  bosoms  of  pa- 
riotic  men,  surely  it  is  not  possible  to  avoid  the  conclu- 
lion,  that  a  political  system,  founded  on  such  principles, 
nust  bear  within  it  the  seeds  of  premature  dissolution; 
md  that,  though  it  may  for  a  season  be  extended,  enlarg- 
ed, and  strengthened,  through  the  corrupting  influence  of 
latronage  and  power,  until  it  shall  have  embraced  in  its 
lerpent  folds  all  the  great  interests  of  the  SUte,  still  the 
ime  must  come  when  the  people,  deprived  of  all  other 
neans  of  escape,  will  rise  up  in  their  might,  and  release 
heniselves  from  this  thraldom  by  one  of  tliose  violent 
convulsions  whereby  society  is  uprooted  from  its  founda- 
ions,  and  the  edict  of  reform  is  written  in  blood. 

Against  this  system  South  Carolina  has  remonstrated  in 
he  most  earnest  ternis.  As  early  as  1820,  there  was  hard- 
y  a  district  or  parish  in  the  whole  State  from  which  me- 
norials  were  not  forwarded  to  Congress,  the  general  lan- 
^age  of  which  was,  that  the  protecting  system  was  "  ut- 
;erly  subversive  of  their  riglits  and  interests. ''  Again,  jn 
1823  and  1827,  the  people  of  this  State  rose  up  almost  as 
)ne  man,  and  declared  to  Congress  and  the  world  <'  that 
;he  protecting  system  was  uncon9titutional,  oppressive, 
ind  unjust."  But  these  repeated  remonstrances  were  an- 
swered only  by  repeated  injuries  and  insults;  by  the  enact- 
ng  of  the  tariffs  of  1824  and  1828.  To  give  greater  dig- 
nity, and,  if  possible,  more  effect  to  these  appeals,  the 
Legislature,  in  December,  1825,  solemnly  declared  «f  that 
t  was  an  unconstitutional  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of 
Congress  to  lay  duties  to  protect  domestic  manufactures;" 
md  in  1828  they  caused  to  be  presented  to  the  Senate  of 
he  United  States,  and  clauned  to  have  recorded  on  its 
loumals,'  the  solemn  protest  of  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
ia,  denouncing  this  system  as  <f  utterly  unconstitutional, 
grossly  unequal  and  oppressive,  and  such  an  abuse  of  pow- 
!r  as  was  incompatible  with  the  principles  of  a  free  Go- 
irernment,  and  the  great  ends  of^  civil  society;"  and  that 
they  were  « then  only  restrained  from  the  assertion  of  the 
lovereign  rights  of  the  State,  by  the  hope  that  the  mag- 
nanimity «n4  justice  of  the  good  people  of  the  Union  would 


effect  an  abandonment  of  a  system  partial  in  its  nature, 
unjust  in  its  operation,  and  not  within  the  powers  delegat- 
ed to  Congress."  And,  finally,  in  December,  1830,  it 
was  resolved,  "  That  the  several  acta  of  Congress  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,  for  the  protection  of  domestic  ma- 
nufiustures,  are  highly  dangerous,  and  oppressiye  violations 
of  the  constitutional  compact;  and  that  whenever  the 
States,  which  are  suffering  under  the  oppression,  shall 
lose  all  reasonable  hope  of  redress  from  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  the  Federal  Government,  it  will  be  their  right 
and  duty  to  interpose,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting^  the  progress  of  the  evil  occasioned  by 
the  said  unconstitutional  acts." 

Nor  has  South  Carolina  stood  alone  in  the  expression 
of  these  sentiments:  Georgia  and  Virginia,  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  and  North  Carolina,  have  raised  their  voices 
in  earnest  remonstrances  and  repeated  warnings.  Vir- 
ginia, in  1828,  in  responding  to  South  Carolina,  declared 
**  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  being  a  fede- 
rative compact  between  sovereign  States,  in  construing 
which  no  common  arbiter  is  known,  each  State  has  a 
right  to  construe  the  compact  for  itself;  and  that  Virginia^ 
as  one  of  the  high  contracting  parties,  feels  itself  bound 
to  declare,  and  does  hereby  most  solemnly  declare,  its 
deliberate  conviction  that  the  acts  of  Congress  usually 
denominated  the  tariff  laws,  passed  avowedly  for  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures,  are  not  authorized  by 
the  plain  construction,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
constitution." 

Georgia,  through  her  Legislature,  pronounced  this  sys- 
tem to  be  one  *<  which  was  grinding  down  the  resources 
of  one  class  of  the  States,  to  build  up  and  advance  the 
prosperity  of  another  of  the  same  confederacy,  and 
which  they  solemnly  believed  to  be  contrary  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  federal  constitution,"  and  declared  it  to 
be  the  right  of  the  several  States,  in  case  of  any  infrac- 
tion of  the  gfeneral  compact,  <<  to  complain,  remonstrate, 
and  even  refuse  obedience  to  any  measure  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government  manifestly  against  and  in  violation  of  the 
constitution;  tliat,  otherwise,  the  law  mi^ht  be  violated 
with  impunity,  and  without  redress,  as  often  as  the  ma- 
jority might  think  proper  to  transcend  their  powers,  and 
the  party  injured  would  be  bound  to  yield  an  implicit 
obedience  to  the  measure,  however  unconstitutional, 
which  must  tend  to  annihilate  all  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  States,  and  consolidate  all  power  in  the 
General  Government,  which  never  was  designed  nor  in- 
tended by  the  framers  of  the  constitution." 

Alabama  dso  protested  against  "the  attempt  to  ex- 
clude the  foreign  in  favor  of  the  domestic  fabrics,  as  the 
exercise  of  a  power  not  granted  b^  the  constitution,"  and 
concluded  by  stating  ^<that  she  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that,  in  common  with  the  other  Southern  and 
Southwestern  States,  she  regards  the  power  asserted  by  the 
General  Government  to  control  her  internal  concerns  by 
protecting  duties,  as  a  palpable  usurpation  of  powers,  not 

given  by  the  constitution,  and  a  species  of  oppression  lit- 
e  short  of  le^Iized  pillage." 

North  Carohna,  in  the  same  spirit,  declared  that,  while 
« it  was  conceded  that  Congress  have  the  express  power 
to  lay  imposts,  she  maintains  that  that  power  was  g^ven  for 
the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  revenue  alone,  and  that 
every  other  use  of  the  power  is  a  usurpation  on  the  psrt 
of  Congress."  And,  finally,  the  Legislature  of  BTissis- 
sippl  "Resolved,  that  the  State  of  Mlsussippi  concurs 
with  the  States  of  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia, 
in  their  different  resolutions  upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
colonization  society,  and  internal  improvement." 

It  has  been  in  tihe  face  of  aU  these  remonstrances  and 
protests,  and  in  defiance  of  these  repeated  warnings  and 
solemn  declarations,  that  the  recent  modification  of  the 
tariff,  by  the  act  of  1832,  was  effected.  The  period  of 
the  final  extinction  pf  the  public  debt  had  always  been 
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looked  to  as  the  crisif  of  oar  fiite,  when  the  policy  of  the 
coiintiy,  in  reference  to  the  protective  ^steno,  was  to  be 
finally  settled.  It  was  the  period  assigned,  by  common 
consent,  as  the  utmost  limit  of  the  forbearance  of  South 
OaroUna,  whose  citizens  feh  that,  in  the  adoption  of  that 
system,  their  constitutional  rights  had  been  trampled  on, 
Slid  their  dearest  interests  cruelly  sacrificed. 

No  one  could  £iil  to  perceive  that,  when  every  pre- 
text for  the  continuance  of  the  hUj^h  duties  under  which 
the  Southern  States  had  suffered  for  so  many  years,  was 
taken  away  by  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  the 
consequent  relief  of  the  treasury  from  an  annual  demand 
of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  no  reason  could  be  given 
why  these  duties  should  not  be  brought  down  to  the 
revenue  standard,  except  that  it  was  deliberately  design- 
ed to  secure  to  the  manufacturers,  forever,  the  monopo- 
ly they  had  so  long  enjoyed  at  the  expense  of  the  other 
great  mterests  of  the  country. 

We  find,  accordingly,  that  the  new  tariff,  which  is  in- 
tended to  take  effect  only  after  the  final  extinguishment 
of  the  public  debt,  has  been  arranged  and  adjusted  with 
a  single  eye  to  the  perpetuation  of  this  wrstem,  and  with 
an  entire  disregard  of  the  just  claims  of  the  plantation 
States.  Whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  the  aggregate 
reduction  effected  by  this  bill,  (and  it  is  not  pretended,  in 
the  latest  treasury  estimate,  to  exceed  5,000,000  dollars, 
of  which  near  4,000,000  dollars  are  on  the  unprotect- 
ed articles,)  it  is  not  denied  that  it  will  leave  a  surplus  of 
many  millions  in  the  treasury  beyond  the  usual  expenses 
or  necessary  wants  of  the  Government;  and  it  is  notori- 
ous— ^nay,  it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  bill  itself— that, 
while  duties  to  the  amount  of  40,  50,  and  even  100  per 
cent,  are  still  to  be  levied  upon  the  protected  articles, 
(that  is  to  say,  upon  all  the  cottons,  woollens,  and  iron, 
the  sugar  and  salt,  and  other  articles  embraced  in  the  pro- 
tecting system,)  the  duties  on  the  unprotected  articles 
have  been  reduced  greatly  below  the  revenue  standard, 
and  upwards  of  $3,000,000  entirely  repealed;  so  that,  ac- 
cording to  this  system,  as  now  established,  a  large  surplus 
revenue,  to  be  applied  to  internal  improvements  and 
other  unwarrantable  purposes,  is  to  be  levied  by  the  im- 
position of  enormous  taxes  on  the  necessaries  of  life,  the 
very  articles  received  chiefly  in  exchange  for  Southern 
productions;  and  this  has  been  done  in  order  to  protect 
the  industry  of  the  North,  with  which  ours  comes  into 
competition,  while  the  articles  of  luxury,  universally  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  fittest  subjects  for  taxation,  are  to 
be  admitted  duty  free.* 

Now,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  very  point  in  con- 
troversy has,  all  along,  been — ^not  the  revenue,  but  the 
protecting  duties;  and  yet  we  see  that,  in  answer  to  all 
our  petitions  and  remonstrances.  Congress  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  make  an  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  which 
simply  consists  in  taking  off  the  duties  imposed  for  re- 
venue, while  the  protecting  duties  are  allowed  to  remain 
substantially  untouched.  It  was  not  so  much  the  amount 
of  the  imposition,  as  the  inequality  and  injustice  of  the 
protecting  system,  that  has  roused  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  to  determined  resistance;  and  yet  we  find  that 
this  inequality  has  been  aggravated,  and  that  injustice 
perpetuated,  by  the  deliberate  adoption  of  a  measure 
which  was  calculated  and  intended  to  rivet  this  system 
upon  us  beyond  all  hope  of  relief. 

The  grave  and  solemn  auestion  now  occurs,  what  is  to 
be  done  to  redeem  ourselves  from  the  state  of  colonial 
vassalage  into  which  we  have  unhappily  fallen?  Shall 
we  still  continue  to  wait  for  a  returmng  sense  of  justice 
on  the  part  of  our  oppressors?  We  are  thoroughly  per- 
suaded that  the  hope  can  no  longer  be  indulged  that  the 
tariff  majority  in  Congress  will,  of  their  own  accord,  re- 

«  See  Treasury  EtUmate  published  in  Augiuc  lut,  sbowinr  an  ag^ 
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lieve  us  from  this  cruel  bondage;  experience  teadics  us 
that  this  expectation,  so  long  and  fondly  indulged,  is  ut- 
terly delusive.  The  only  effect  of  fbrtber  delay  must  be 
to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  oppressor,  to  crasli  the 
public  spirit,  deaden  the  sensibili^  of  the  people  to  the 
mestimable  value  of  their  rights,  and  teach  them  the  de- 
grading lesson  of  wearing  their  chains  in  p«tieiioe.  ft  is 
almost  inconceivable  that  any  reflecting  man  can  believe 
that  the  crisis  in  our  affairs,  arising  fh)ai  the  final  extinc- 
tion of  the  public  debt,  should  be  suffered  to  pan  away 
without  reducine  the  tariff  to  the  revenue  standard,  and 
yet  that  such  reauction  may  be  expected  to  take  place  at 
some  future  period.  What  perioa  so  auspicxNis  as  that 
which  has  been  allowed  to  pass  away  unimproved?  Is  any 
one  so  ignorant  of  human  nature  as  not  to  know  thai  the 
annual  surplus  which  then  will  be  brought  into  the  trean- 
ry,  under  the  act  of  1833,  will  be  speedily  absorbed  by  new 
and  enlarged  appropriations,  serving  as  additi<mB]  props 
to  a  system  which  some  vainly  imagine  to  be  tottering  ob 
its  base,  ready  to  fall  under  its  own  weight^  Crea  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  annual  appropriatioiis  wen 
enlarged  by  severiu  millions  of  dollars,  in  antlcipsCiQa  of 
this  expected  surplus;  and  the  foundation  is  already  jsid 
for  its  absorption:  and  when  this  shall  be  aoeompfislied, 
where  will  be  the  hopes  of  those  who  nowasy  that  the 
evil  is  to  correct  itscHf,  and  who  tell  as  that  the  act  of 
1832,  which  was  in  hc\  designed  to  rivet  the  syiften  upon 
the  country  forever,  and  was  hailed  by  its  friends  as  "  a 
clear,  distinct,  and  indisputable  admission  of  the  principle 
of  protection,"  is  to  be  viewed  as  a  blessed  re&rm,  pre- 
senting the  brightest  auspices  for  the  future?  The  trsth 
unquestionably  is,  that  the  American  system  is,  from  its 
very  nature,  progressive.  When  its  foundations  were 
laici,  it  was  foreseen  and  predicted  that  the  great  interest! 
which  it  would  build  up  would  exert  a  controlling  isflo- 
ence  over  the  legisUtion  of  the  country.  The  history  of 
the  world  indeed  affords  no  example  of  a  voluntaiy  re- 
linquishment, by  a  favored  class,  of  any  peconiaTy  or  po- 
litical advantage  secured  to  them  by  the  laws  and  geaetal 
policy  of  the  country.  Force  has  often  torn  from  the 
hands  of  the  oppressor  his  unrighteous  gains,  but  reason 
and  argument  are  as  rain  in  convincing  the  understanding, 
as  appeals  to  justice  and  magnaninuty  have  ever  proved 
to  be  impotent  in  softening  the  hearts  of  those  who  are 
enriched  under  the  operation  of  laws  passed  professedly 
for  the  public  good.  Who  is  there  that  can  rar  one  mo- 
ment believe  that  any  thing  short  of  a  direct  appeal  to 
their  interests  will  induce  the  dependants  upon  the  Fe- 
deral Government,  the  wealthy  suffsr  planters  and  iron 
masters,  or  the  joint  stock  companies,  who  have  millions 
invested  in  cotton  and  woollen  fiictories,  3rielding,  under 
the  operation  of  the  protecting  system,  an  annnnl  income 
of  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  voluntarily  to  relinquish  the 
advantage  secured  to  them  by  the  laws^  and  consent  to 
come  down  to  a  level  with  the  other  classes  of  the  com- 
munity! It  is  impossible.  From  &r^Tj  view,  then,  whick 
your  committee  have  been  able  to  take  (^  this  subject, 
they  are  constrained  to  announce  to  this  convention  the 
solemn  truth,  that,  after  more  than  ten  years'  patient  c»- 
durance  of  a  system,  which  is  believed  by  ^e  people  of 
this  State  to  be  fatal  to  their  prosperity,  and  a  gross,  de« 
liberate,  and  palpable  violation  of  their  conatitnti^al 
rights— after  the  most  earnest  and  unavailing  appeab  ts 
that  sense  of  justice,  and  those  common  sympathies 
which  ought  to  bind  together  the  different  membets  6i  a 
confederated  republic,  the  crisis  has  at  length  arrived 
when  the  question  must  be  solemnly  and  finally  determin- 
ed, whether  there  remain  any  means  within  the  power  of 
the  State  by  which  these  evils  may  be  redressed. 

It  is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact,  or  to  attempt  to  dehide 
ourselves  on  this  subject:  the  time  has  come  when  tbe 
State  must  either  adopt  a  decisive  course  of  action,  or 
we  must  at  once  abandon  the  contest.    We  cannot  again 
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petition;  it  would  be  idle  to  remonstrate,  and  degp*ading 
to  protest.  In  our  estimation,  it  is  now  a  question  of  li- 
berty or  slavery.  It  is  now  to  be  decided  whether  we 
shall  maintain  the  rights  purchased  by  the  precious  blood 
of  our  fathers,  and  transmit  them  unimpaired  to  our  pos- 
terity, or  tamely  surrender  them  without  a  struggle.  We 
are  constrained  to  express  our  solemn  conviction,  that, 
under  the  protecting  system,  we  have  been  reduced  to  a 
state  of  «•  colonial  dependence,  suffering,  and  disgrace?" 
and  that,  unless  we  now  fly  with  the  spirit  which  becomes 
freemen  to  the  rescue  of  our  liberties,  they  are  lost  for- 
ever. Brought  up  in  an  ardent  devotion  to  the  Union  of  the 
States,  the  people  of  South  Carolina  have  long  struggled 
against  the  conviction  that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment have  been  shamefully  perverted  to  the  pur- 
poses of  injustioe  and  oppression.  Bound  to  their  bre- 
thren by  the  proud  recollections  of  the  past,  and  fond 
hopes  of  the  future,  by  common  struggles  for  liberty  and 
common  glories  acquired  in  its  defence,  they  have  been 
brought  slowly,  and  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  are  shut  out  from  their  sympathies, 
and  made  the  unpitied  victims  of  an  inexorable  system  of 
tyrrany,  which  is  without  example  in  any  country  claim- 
ing to  be  free.  Experience  has  at  length  taught  us  the 
lamentable  truth  that,  administered  as  the  Government 
now  is,  and  has  been  for  several  years  past,  in  open  disre- 
gard of  all  the  limitations  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
the  Union  itself,  instead  of  being  a  blessing,  must  soon 
become  a  curse.  Liberty,  we  are  thoroughly  persuaded, 
cannot  be  preserved  under  our  system,  without  a  sacred 
and  inviolable  regard  not  merely  to  the  letter,  but  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution;  and  without  liberty,  the 
Union  would  not  be  worth  preserving.  If,  then,  there 
were  no  alternatives  but  to  submit  to  these  evils,  or  to 
seek  a  remedy  even  in  revolution  itself,  we  could  not, 
without  proving  ourselves  recreant  to  the  principles  hal- 
lowed by  the  example  of  our  ancestors,  hesitate  a  moment 
as  to  our  choice.  We  should  say,  in  the  spirit  of  our 
fathers,  **  we  have  counted  the  cost,  and  find  nothing  so 
intolerable  as  voluntary  slavery."  But  we  cannot  bring 
ourselves,  for  one  moment,  to  believe  that  the  alternattres 
presented  to  us  are  revolution  or  slavery.  We  confidently 
believe  that  there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  in  our  institutions, 
which  may,  on  great  occasions,  be  brought  to  our  aid  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  public  liberty,  restoring  the 
constitution,  and  effecting  a  regeneration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  thereby  producing  a  redress  of  intolerable 
grievances,  without  war,  revolution,  or  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  These  great  objects,  we  feel  assured,  may 
even  now  be  effected,  unless  those  who  are  in  possession 
of  the  powers  of  the  Government,  and  charged  with  the 
administration  of  our  national  affairs,  shall  resolve  to  per- 
severe in  a  course  of  injustice,  and  prove  by  their  con- 
duct that  they  love  the  usurpation  (to  which  the  people 
of  this  State  are  unalterably  determined  not  to  submit) 
better  than  the  Union.  We  believe  that  the  redeeming  spi- 
rit of  our  system  is  State  sovereignty,  and  that  it  results 
from  the  very  form  and  structure  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, that,  when  the  rights  reserved  to  the  several  States 
are  deliberately  invaded,  it  is  their  right  and  their  duty  to 
**  interpose  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  progress  of 
the  evil  of  usurpation,  and  to  maintain,  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  the  authorities  and  privileges  belonging  to 
them  as  independent  sovereignties.*'*  If  the  several  States 
do  not  possess  this  rlglit,  it  is  in  vain  that  they  claim  to  be 
sovereign.  They  are  at  once  reduced  to  the  deg^rading 
condition  of  humble  dependents  on  the  will  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government.  South  Carolina  claims  to  be  a  sovereign 
State.  She  recognises  no  tribunal  upon  earth  as  above 
her  authority.  It  is  true  she  has  entered  into  a  solemn 
compact  of  Union  with  other  sovereign  States,  but  she 
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claims,  and  will  exercise,  the  right  to  determine  the  ex- 
tent of  her  obligations  under  that  compact,  nor  will  she 
consent  that  any  other  power  shall  exercise  the  right  of 
judgment  for  her.  And  when  that  compact  is  violated  by 
her  co-States,  or  by  the  Government  which  they  have  ere 
ated,  she  asserts  her  unquestionable  right  **  to  judge  of 
the  infractions,  as  well  as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  re^ 
dress."*  South  Carolina  claims  no  right  to  judge  for 
others.  The  States  who  are  parties  to  the  compact  must 
judge,  each  for  itself,  whether  that  compact  has' been 
pursued  or  violated;  and  should  they  differ  irreconcilably 
in  opinion,  there  is  no  earthly  tribunal  that  can  authorita- 
tively decide  between  them.  It  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  a  similar  case  that  Mr.  Jefferson  declared  that,  if  the 
difference  could  neither  be  compromised  nor  avoided,  it 
was  the  peculiar  felicity  of  our  system  to  have  provided 
a  remedy  in  a  convention  of  all  the  States,  by  whom  the 
constitution  might  be  so  altered  or  amended  as  to  remove 
the  difficulty.  To  this  tribunal  South  Carolina  is  willing 
that  an  appeal  should  now  be  made,  and  that  the  constitu- 
tional compact  should  be  so  modified  as  to  accomplish  all 
the  great  ends  for  which  the  Union  was  formed,  and  the 
Federal  Government  constituted,  and,  at  the  same  t'me, 
restore  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  preserve  them  from 
violation  hereafter.  Your  committee  purposely  avoid  en- 
tering here  into  an  examination  of  the  nature  and  cha- 
racter of  this  claim,  which  South  Carolira  asserts,  to  inter- 
pose her  sovereignty  for  the  protection  of  her  citizens 
from  the  operation  of  unconstitutional  laws,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  her  own  reserved  rights.  In  an  address  which 
will  be  submitted  to  the  convention,  this  subject  will  be 
fully  examined;  and  they  trust  Ihat  it  will  be  made  to  ap- 
pear to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  every  dispassionate  mind, 
that  in  adopting  the  ordinance  which  the  committee  here- 
with report,  declaring  the  tariff  laws  passed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures  null  and  void,  and  not 
law,  and  directing  the  Legislature  to  provide  that  the  same 
shall  not  be  enforced  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  South 
Carolina  will  be  asserting  her  un€|uestionable  rights,  and 
in  no  way  violating  her  obligations  under  the  federal 
compact. 

The  committee  cannot  dismiss  this  point,  however,  even 
fur  the  present,  without  remarking  that,  in  asserting  the 
principles,  and  adopting  the  course  which  they  are  about 
to  recommend.  South  Carolina  will  only  be  carrying  out  the 
doctrines  which  were  asserted  by  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
in  1798,  and  which  have  been  sanctified  by  the  high  au- 
thority of  Thomas  Jefferson .  It  is  from  tiie  pen  of  this 
great  apostle  of  liberty  that  we  have  been  instructed  that 
to  the  constitutional  compact  *'  each  State  acceded  as  a 
State,  and  is  an  integral  party,  its  co-States  forming,  as  to 
itself,  the  other  party;"  that  ••  they  alone  being  parties  to 
the  compact,  are  solely  authorized  to  judge,  in  the  last 
resort,  of  the  powers  exercised  under  it — Congress  being 
not  a  party,  but  merely  the  creature  of  the  compact;" 
that  it  becomes  a  sovereign  State  "to  submit  to  un- 
delegated, and  consequently  unlimited  power,  in  no  man 
or  body  of  men  on  earth;  that,  in  cases  of  abuse  of  the 
delegated  powers,  the  members  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment being  chosen  by  the  people,  a  change  bv  the  people 
would  be  the  constitutional  remedy;  but,  where  powers 
are  assumed  which  have  not  been  delegated,  [the  very 
case  now  before  us,]  a  nullification  of  the  act  is  the  right- 
ful remedy;  that  every  State  has  a  natural  right,  in  cases 
not  within  the  compact  [cams  nonfcederis]  to  nallify  of 
their  own  authority  all  assumption  of  power  b^  others 
within  their  hmits;  and  that,  without  this  right,  they  would 
be  under  the  dominion,  absolute  and  unlimited,  of  whom- 
sover  might  exercise  the  right  of  judgment  for  them;" 
and  that,  in  case  of  acts  being  passed  by  Congrets^  "  so 
palpably  against  the    constitution  as  to  nmount  to  An 
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andiagutaed  declantion  that  the  compact  is  TM>t  meant  tn 
be  tiie  measure  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Government, 
but  that  it  will  proceed  to  exercise  over  the  States  all  pow- 
ers whatsoever,  by  seizing  the  rights  of  the  States,  and 
consolidating  tlicm  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, with  a  power  assumed  of  binding  the  States,  not 
merely  in  cases  made  federal,  but  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
by  laws  made,  not  with  their  consent,  but  bv  others 
against  their  consent,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  States 
to  declare  the  acts  void  and  of  no  forces  and  that  each 
should  take  measures  of  its  own,  for  providing  that  neither 
such  acts,  nor  any  other  of  the  General  Government  not 
plainly  and  intentionally  authorized  by  the  constitution, 
shall  be  exercised  within  their  respective  territories." 

In  acting  on  these  g^eat  and  essential  truths.  South 
Carolina  surely  cannot  err.  She  is  convinced,  and  has  so 
declared  to  Congress  and  the  world,  that  the  protecting 
system  is,  in  all  its  branches,  a  <*  gross,  deliberate,  and 
palpable  violation  of  the  constitution."  Sbe  believes  that, 
after  having  exhausted  every  other  means  of  redress  in  vain, 
it  is  her  right,  and  that  it  has  now  become  her  solemn 
duij,  to  interpose  for  arresting  the  evil  within  her  own 
limits,  by  declaring  said  acts  "  to  be  null  and  void,  and  no 
law,  and  taking  measures  of  her  own  that  they  shall  not 
be  enforced  within  her  territory."  That  duty  she  means  to 
perform,  and  to  leave  the  consequences  in  the  hands  of  Ilim 
with  whom  are  the  issues  of  life,  and  the  destinies  of  nations. 

South  Carolina  will  continue  to  cherish  a  sincere  attach- 
ment to  the  Union  of  the  States,  and  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  her  power,  endeavor  to  preserve  \U  "  And  believes 
that,  for  this  end,  it  is  her  duty  to  watdi  over  and  oppose 
any  infraction  of  those  principles  which  constitute  tlie  only 
basis  of  that  union,  because  a  faithful  observance  of  them 
can  alone  secure  its  existence."  She  venerates  the  con- 
stitution, and  will  protect  and  defend  it  "  against  every 
aggression,  either  foreign  or  domestic <"  but,  above  all, 
she  estimates,  as  beyond  all  price,  her  liberty,  which  she 
is  unalterably  determined  never  to  surrender  while  she 
has  the  power  to  maintain  it.  Influenced  bv  these  views, 
your  committee  report  herewith,  for  the  adoption  of  the 
convention,  a  solemn  declaration  and  ordinance. 


lina,  in  convention  assembled,  do  declare  and  ordain,  and 
it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained,  tlut  the  several  acts 


No.  2. 
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An  ordinance  to  nuHify  certain  add  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Uniied  States^  purporting  to  be  laws  laying  duties  and 
imposts  on  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  various 
acts,  purporting  to  be  acts  lajring  duties  and  imposts  on 
foreign  imports,  but  in  reality  mtended  for  the  protection 
of  domestic  mamifactures,  and  the  giving  of  bounties  to 
ciMses  and  individuals  eng^aged  in  particular  employment^ 
at  the  expense  and  to  the  injury  and  oppression  of  other 
classes  and  individuals,  and  b^  wholly  exempting  from  taxa- 
tion certain  foreign  commodities,  such  as  are  not  produced 
or  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  to  afford  a  pretext 
for  imposing  higher  and  excessive  duties  on  articles  similar 
to  those  intenaed  to  be  protected,  hath  exceeded  its  just 
powers  under  the  constitution,  which  confers  on  it  no  au- 
thority to  afford  such  protection,  and  bath  violated  the 
true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  constitution,  which  pro- 
vides for  equality  in  imposing  the  burdens  of  taxation 
upon  the  several  States  and  portions  of  the  confederacy: 
And  whereas  the  said  Congress,  exceeding  its  just  power 
to  impose  taxes  and  collect  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  ef- 
fecting and  accomplishing  the  specific  obiects  and  pur- 
poses which  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  autnor- 
izes  it  to  effect  and  accomplish,  hath  raised  and  collected 
unnecessary  revenue  for  objects  unauthorized  by  the  con- 
stitution. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 


and  parts  ofacts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  pur- 
porting to  be  laws  fur  the  imposing  of  duties  and  Imposb 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities,  and  now  bar- 
ing actual  operation  and  effect  within  the  United  Statei, 
and,  more  especially,  an  act  entitled  "An  act  in  alteration 
of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  approved 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  &lay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  and  also  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  al- 
ter and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  inn- 
ports,"  approved  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  arc  unauthorized 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  Tiokite  the 
true  meaning  and  intent  thereof,  and  are  null,  void,  and 
no  law,  nor  binding  upon  this  State,  its  officers  or  citizensi 
and  all  promises,  contracts,  and  obligations,  made  or  ec- 
tered  into,  or  to  be  made  or  entered  into,  with  purpose  to 
secure  the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts,  and  all  judical 
proceedings  which  shall  be  hereafter  had  in  affirouace 
thereof,  are  and  shall  be  held  utterly  null  and  void. 

And  it  is  further  ordained,  that  it  shall  not  be  law  fu)  for 
any  of  the  constituted  authorities,  whetheir  of  tliis  State  or 
of  the  United  States,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  acts  within  tlic  limits  of  this  State  i 
t>ut  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt  such 
measures  and  pass  sucii  acts  as  may  be  necessary  lo  give 
full  eflect  to  this  ordinance,  and  to  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment and  arrest  tlie  operation  of  the  said  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  witliin  the  limits 
of  this  State,  from  and  af\er  the  1st  day  of  February  next, 
and  the  duty  of  all  other  constituted  authorities,  and  of  all 
persons  residing  or  being  within  the  limits  of  this  Stslr, 
and  they  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  obey  and 
give  effect  to  this  ordinance,  and  such  acts  and  noeasiirrs 
of  the  Legislature  as  may  be  passed  or  adopted  in  obedi- 
ence thereto. 

And  it  is  further  ordained,  that  in  no  case  of  law  or 
equity,  decided  in  the  courts  of  this  State,  wherein  slutU 
be  drawn  in  question  the  authority  of  this  ordinance,  or 
the  validity  or  such  act  or  acts  of  the  Legislature  »s  nwy 
be  passed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  thereto,  or  the 
validity  of  the  aforesaid  acts  of  Congress,  imposing  duties, 
shall  any  appeal  be  taken  or  allowea  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  any  copy  of  the  rec^ord  be 
permitted  or  allowed  for  that  purpose;  and  if  uny  such 
appeal  shsll  be  attempted  to  be  taken,  the  couits  of  (his 
State  shall  proceed  to  execute  and  enforce  their  jud^;;- 
ments,  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Slate,  with- 
out reference  to  such  attempted  appeal,  and  the  person 
or  persons  attempting  to  take  such  appeal  may  be  dealt 
with  as  for  a  contempt  of  the  court. 

And  it  is  further  ordained,  that  all  persons  now  holding 
any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  civil  or  military,  un- 
der this  State,  (members  of  the  Legislature  excepted,) 
shall,  within  such  time,  and  in  stich  manner  as  the  Legis- 
lature shall  prescribe,  take  an  oath  well  and  truly  to  obey, 
execute,  and  enforce  this  ordinance,  and  such  act  or  acts 
of  the  Legislature  as  may  be  passed  in  pursuance  thereof, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same;  and 
on  the  neglect  or  omi&sion  of  any  such  person  or  persons 
so  to  do,  his  or  their  ofUce  or  offices  shall  be  forthwith 
vacated,  and  sbsll  be  filled  up  as  if  such  person  or  person* 
were  dead  or  had  resigned  {  and  no  person  hereafter  elect- 
ed to  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  civil  or  raiL'tar,v, 
(members  of  the  Legislature  excepted,)  shall,  until  the 
Legislature  shall  otherwise  provide  and  direct,  enter  on 
the  execution  of  his  office,  or  be  in  any  respect  compe* 
tent  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof,  until  he  shall,  in  hke 
manner,  have  taken  a  similar  oath;  and  no  juror  shall  be 
empannelled  in  any  of  the  courts  of  this  State,  in  any  cause 
In  which  shall  be  in  question  this  ordinance,  or  any  act  of 
the  Legislature  passed  in  pursuance  thereof^  unless  he 
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shall  first,  in  addition  to  the  usual  oath,  hare  taken  an  oath 
that  he  will  well  and  truly  obey,  execute,  and  enforce  this 
ordinance,  and  such  act  or  acts  of  the  Legislature  as  may 
he  passed  to  carry  the  same  into  operation  and  effect,  ac« 
cording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof. 

And  we,  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  end  that 
it  iray  be  fully  understood  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  people  of  the  co-States,  that  we  ure 
determined  to  maintain  this  our  ordinance  and  declaration, 
at  every  hazard,  do  further  declare  that  we  will  not  sub- 
mit to  the  application  of  force,  on  the  part  of  the  Ftrderal 
CSovernment,  to  reduce  this  State  to  obedience;  but  that 
vre  will  consider  the  passage,  by  Congress,  of  any  act  au- 
thorizing the  employment  of  a  military  or  naval  force 
aj^inst  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  her  constituted  autho 
rities  or  citizens;  or  any  act  abolishing  or  closing  the  ports 
of  this  State,  or  any  of  them,  or  otherwise  obstructing  the 
free  ingress  and  ogress  of  vessels  to  and  from  the  said, 
ports,  or  any  other  act  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, to  coerce  the  State,  shut  up  her  ports,  destroy  or 
iiarass  her  commerce,  or  to  enforce  the  acts  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  null  and  void,  otherwise  than  through  the 
civil  tribunals  of  the  countr}',  as  inconsistent  with  the  lon- 
ger continuance  of  South  Carolina  in  the  Union:  and  that 
the  people  of  this  State  will  thenceforth  hold  themselves 
absolved  from  all  further  obligation  to  maintain  or  pre- 
serve their  political  connexion  with  the  people  of  the  other 
States,  and  will  forthwith  proceed  to  organize  a  separate 
Government,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  sove- 
reign and  independent  States  may  of  right  do. 

Done  in  convention  at  Columbia,  the  twenty  fourth  day 
of  November,  in  the  )  ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  in  the  fifty  seventh  year  of 
the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  jr., 
President  of  Convention,  and  Delegate  from  St.  Peters. 

Jarhes  Hamilton,  sen.,  Rlch'd  Bohun  Baker,  sen.,  Sam- 
uel Warren,  Nathaniel  Hey  ward,  Rob.  Long,  J.  B.  Earle, 
I^.  M.  Ayer,  Benjamin  Adams,  James  Adam«,  James  An- 
derson, Hubert  Anderson,   William  Arnold,  John  Ball, 
Bernard  E.   Bee,  Thomns  W.  Boone,  R.  W.  Barnwell, 
Isaac  Bradwcll,  jr.,  Thomas  G.  Blewett,  P.  M.  Butler, 
John  G.  Brown,  J.  G.   Brown,  John  Bauskett,  A.  Burt, 
Francis  Burt,  jr.,  Bailey  Barton,  A.  Bowie,  James  A. 
Black,  A.  H.  Belin,  Philip  Cohen,  Samuel  Cordes,  Thos. 
H.  Colcock,  C.  J.  Colcock,  Charles  G.  Capers,  Wm,  C- 
Clifton,  West  Caughman,  John  Counts  Benjamin  Cham- 
bers, J.  A.  Campbell,  Wm.  Dubose,  John  II.  Dawson, 
John  Douglas,   George   Douglas,  F.  IL  Elmore,  Wm. 
Evans,  Edmund  J.  Felder,  A.  Fuller,  Thos.  L.  Gourdin, 
Peter  G.   Gourd'in,  T.   J.  Goo<lwyn,  Peter  Gaillard,  jr., 
John  K.  Griffin,  George  W.  Glenn,  Alex  L.  Gregg,  Ro- 
bert Y.  Hayne,  William  Harper,  Thomas  Harrison,  John 
Hatton,  Thomas  Harllee,  Abm.  Huguenin,  Jacob  Bond 
rOn,  John  S.  Jeter,  Job  Johnston,  John  S.  James,  M. 
Jacobs,  J.  A.  Keith,  John  Key,  Jacob  H.  King,  Stephen 
Lacoste,  James  Lynah,  Francis  V.  Legare,  Alex.  J.  Law- 
ton,  John  Lipscomb,  John  Logan,  J.  Littlejohn,  A.  I<.an- 
ca^tar,  John  Magrath,  Bcnj.  A.  Markley,  John  S.  Maner, 
Wm.  M.  Murray,  R.   G.  Mills,  John  B.  McCall,  D.  H. 
Means,  R.  G.  Mays,  George  McDuffie,  Jas.  Moore,  John 
L.  Miller,  Stephen  D.  Miller,  John  B.  Miller,  R.  P.  Mc- 
Cord,  John  L.  Nowell,  Jennings  0*Bannon,  J.  Walter 
Phillips,  Charles  Parker,  Wm.  Porcher,  Edward  G.  Pal- 
mer, Charles  C.   Pinckney,  Wm.  C.  Pinckney,  Thomas 
Pinckney,  Francis  D.  Quash,  John  Rivers,  Donald  Rowe, 
Benjamin  Rogers,  Thomas  Ray,  James  G.  Spann,  James 
Spann,  S.   L.  Simons,  Peter  J.  Shand,  James  Mongpn 
Smith,  O.  H.  Smith,  Wm.  Smith,  Stephen  Smith,  Wm. 
Stringfellow,  E  Iwin  J.  Scott,  F.  W.  Symmes,  J.  S.  Sims, 
T.  D.  Singleton,  Joseph  L.  Stevens,  T.  E.Screven,  Rob. 
J.  Turnbull,  Elisha  Tyler,  Philip  Tidy  man,  Isaac  B.  Ul- 


mer,  Peter  Vaught,  Elias  Vanderhorst,  John  L.  Wilson, 
fsham  Walker,  Wm.  Williams,  Thos.  B.  Woodward, 
Sterling  C.  Williamson,  F.  H.  Wardlaw,  Abner  Whatley, 
J.  T.  Whitefield,  Samuel  L.  Watt,  Nicholas  Ware,  Wm. 
Watiea,  Archibald  Young. 

Attest:  ISAAC  W.  HAYNE, 

Clerk  of  the  Convention, 


No.  3. 

Address  to  the  People  of  South  Ca'-olina,  by  their  Delegates 

in  Convention, 

FfiLLow-CiTiZKifs:  The  situation  in  which  you  have 
been  placed  by  the  usurpations  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, is  one  which  you  so  peculiarly  feel  as  to  render  all 
reference  to  it  at  this  moment  unnecessary.  For  the  last 
ten  years  the  subject  of  your  grievances  has  been  present- 
ed to  you.  This  subject  you  have  well  considered.  You 
have  reviewed  it  in  all  its  aspects,  bearings,  andtenden*  . 
cies;  and  you  seem  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  opi- 
nion, expressed  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature, that 
the  Uriff,  in  its  operation,  is  not  only  "grossly  unequal 
and  unjust,  but  is  such  an  abuse  of  power  as  is  incompati-  . 
ble  with  the  principles  of  a  free  Government,  and  the  great 
ends  of  civil  society;**  and  that,  if  persisted  in,  «•  the  fate 
of  this  State  would  be  poverty  and  utter  desolation. |'  Cor- 
respondent with  this  conviction,  a  disposition  is  manifested 
in  every  section  of  the  country  to  arrest,  by  some  means 
or  other,  the  progress  of  this  intolerable  evil.  This  dis- 
position having  arisen  from  no  sudden  excitement,  but 
having  been  gi-adually  formed  by  the  free  and  temperate 
discussions  of  the  press,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
it  can  ever  subside  by  any  means  short  of  the  removal  of 
the  urgent  abuse;  and  it  is  under  this  general  conviction 
that  we  have  been  convened  to  take  mto  consideration 
not  only  the  character  and  extent  of  your  grievances,  but 
also  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress. 

This  duty,  fcllow-citizens,  we  have  discharged  to  the 
best  of  our  judgments,  and  the  result  of  our  deliberations 
will  be  found  in  the  declaration  and  ordinance  just  passed 
by  us,  founded  on  the  great  and  undeniable  truth,  that,  in 
all  cases  of  a  palpable,  x)ppressive,  and  dangerous  infrac- 
tion of  the  federal  compact,  each  State  has  a  right  to  an- 
nul, and  to  render  inoperative  within  its  limits,  all  such 
unauthorized  acts.  After  the  luminous  expositions  which 
have  been  already  furnished  by  so  many  great  minds,  that 
the  exercise  of  this  right  is  compatible  with  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  our  anomalous  scheme  of  government,  it  would 
be  superfluous  here  to  state  at  length  the  reasons  by  which 
(his  mode  of  redress  is  to  be  sustained.  A  deference,  how- 
ever, for  the  opinions  of  those  of  our  fellow-citizens  who 
have  hitherto  dissented  from  us,  demands  that  we  sliould 
briefly  state  the  principal  ground  upon  which  we  place 
the  right  and  the  expediency  of  nullification.         ._   _  . 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  is  admitted  by 
cotemporaneous  writers,  is  a  compact  between  sovereign 
States  Though  the  subject-matter  of  that  compact  was 
a  Government,  the  powers  of  which  Government  were  to 
operate  to  a  certain  extent  upon  the  people  of  those  so- 
vereign  States  aggregately,  and  not  upon  the  State  autho- 
rities,  as  is  usual  in  confederacies,  still  the  constitution  is 
a  confederacy.  First.  It  is  a  confederacy,  because,  in  ita 
foundations,  it  possesses  not  one  single  feature  of  nation- 
ality. The  people  of  the  separate  SUtes,  as  distinct  po- 
litical communities,  ratified  the  constitution,  each  State 
acting  for  itself,  and  binding  its  own  citizens,  and  not  those 
of  any  other  SUte.  The  act  of  ratification  decUres  it  « to 
be  binding  on  the  States  so  ratifying.  The  States  are  its 
authors;  their  power  created  it?  their  voice  clothed  it  with 
authority;  the  Government  it  formed  is  in  reality  their 
Government;  and  the  Union,  of  which  it  is  the  bond,  is  a 
Union  of  States,  and  not  of  individuals."  Secondly.  It  is 
a  confederacy,  because  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the 
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Government  depends  not  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
States  collectively^  but  upon  the  State  Legislatiiresy  or  on 
the  people  of  the  separate  States  acting  in  their  State  con- 
ventions, each  State  being  represented  by  a  single  vote. 

It  mo^t  never  be  forgotten  that  it  is  to  the  creating  and 
to  the  controlling  power  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  true 
character  of  the  Federal  Government,  for  the  present 
controversy  is  not  as  to  the  sources  from  which  the  ordi- 
nary powers  of  the  Government  are  drawn:  these  are 
partly  federal  and  partly  national.  Nor  is  it  relevant  to 
consider  apon  whom  these  powers  operate.     In  this  last 


selves)  she  h«s  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Government. 
The  present  organization  of  our  Government,  as  far  at 
regards  the  terms  in  which  the  powers  of  C^ongress  are 
delegated,  in  no  wise  differs  from  the  old  confedentioti. 
The  powers  of  the  old  Congress  were  delegated  rather 
in  stronger  language  than  we  find  them  written  down  in 
the  new  charter;  and  yet  he  would  hazard  a  bold  asser- 
tion who  would  say  that  the  States  of  the  eld  confiederacy 
were  not  as  sovereign  as  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Boa- 
sia  w^ould  be  in  an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive.     It 


j  was  not  the  reservation  in  express  terms  of  the  "  soyc- 
view,  the  Government,  for  limited  purposes,  is  entirely  reignty,  freedom,  and  independence  of  each  State"  whkh 
national.  The  true  question  is,  who  are  the  parties  to  the  made  them  sovereign.  They  would  have  been  equally  sore- 
compact?  "Who  created,  and  who  can  alter  and  destroy  reign,  as  is  universally  admitted,  without  suck  a  i  cac-i  vatioft. 
it?  Is  it  the  States  or  the  people?  This  question  has  been  We  have  said  thus  much  upon  the  subject  of  soverogn- 
already  answered.  The  States,  as  States,  ratified  the  com-  ty,  because  the  only  foundation  upon  which  we  can  safely 
pact.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  collectively,  had  |  erect  the  ri^ht  of  a  SUte  to  protect  its  dtixens,  is,  thit 
no  agency  in  its  formation.  There  did  not  exist  then,  nor  |  South  Carolina,  by  tlie  declaration  of  iodependenoe,  be- 
has  ttiere  existed  at  any  time  since,  such  a  political  body  ;  came,  and  has  since  continued,  a  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
as  the  people  of  the  United  States.     There  is  not  now,  {dependent  State.     That,  as  a  sovereign  State,  die  has  the 


nor  has  there  ever  been,  such  a  relation  existing  as  that .  inherent  power  to  do  all  those  acts  which,  by  tbe  kw  of 
of  a  citizen  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  citizen  of  South  Ca-  nations,  any  prince  or  potentate  may  of  right  do.  Tbs^ 
rolina,  bound  together  in  the  same  social  compact.  It  I  like  all  independent  States,  she  neither  has^  nor  oiiglit 
would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  dwell  longer  on  this  part  of  |  she  to  suffer  any  other  restraint  upon  hersovere^wiJIand 


our  subject.  We  repeat  that,  as  regards  the  foundation 
and  the  extent  of  its  powers,  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  strictly  what  its  name  implies — a  Federal  Go- 
vernment: a  league  between  several  sovereigns;  and  in 
these  views  a  more  perfect  confederacy  has  never  existed 
in  ancient  or  modern  times. 

On  looking  into  th^s  constitution,  we  find  that  the  most 
important  sovereign  powers  are  delegated  to  the  central  Go- 
vernment, and  all  other  powers  are  reserved  to  the  States. 
A  foreign  or  an  inattentive  reader,  unacquainted  with  the 
origin,  progress,  and  history  of  the  constitution,  would  be 
very  apt,  from  the  phraseology  of  the  instrument,  to  re- 
gard tne  States  as  having  divested  themselves  of  their 
sovereignty,  and  to  have  become  great  corporations,  sub- 
ordinate to  one  supreme  Government.  But  this  an  error. 
The  States  are  as  sovereign  now  as  they  were  prior  to 
their  entering  into  the  compact.  In  common  parlance, 
and  to  avoid  circumlocution,  it  may  be  admissible  enough 
to  speak  of  delegated  and  reserved  sovereignty.  But, 
correctly  speaking,  sovereignty  is  a  unit.  It  is  "  one,  in- 
divisible, and  unalienable.*'  It  is,  therefore,  an  absurdity 
td  imagine  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  is  surrender- 
ed in  part,  and  retained  in  part.  The  federal  constitu- 
tion is  a  treaty,  a  confederation,  an  alliance,  by  which  so 
many  sovereign  States  agree  to  exercise  their  sovcreigpi 
powers  conjointly  upon  certain  objects  of  external  con- 
cern, in  which  they  are  equally  interested,  such  as  war, 
peace,  commerce,  foreign  negotiation,  and  Indian  trade; 
and  upon  all  other  subjects  of  civil  gxivernment,  they  were 
to  exercise  their  sovereignity  separately.  This  is  the  true 
nature  of  the  compact. 

For  the  convenient,  conjoint  exercise  of  the  sovereignty 


pleasure,  than  those  high  moral  obligations  ooder  wbich 
all  princes  and  States  are  bound,  before  €od  and  man,  \o 
perform  their  solemn  pledges.   The  inevitable  GonG\finoD 
from  what  has  been  said,  therefore,  is,  that,  as  in  all  caics 
of  compact  between  independent  sovereigns,  where,  fros 
the  very  nature  of  things,  there  can  be  no  common  ju^gc 
or  umpire,  each  sovereign  has  a  right  '*  to  judge  as  veU 
of  infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  rcdres;" 
so  in  the  present   controversy  between  South  CaiDliaa 
and  the  Federal  Government,  it  belongs  solely  to  her,  bj 
her  delegates  in  solemn  convention  assembled,  to  decide 
whether  the  federal  compact  be  violated,  and  what  reme- 
dy the  State  ought  to  pursue.    South  Carolina,  therefore, 
cannot  and  will  not  yield  to  any  department  of  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  and  still  less  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  Statts,  the  creature  of  a  Government,  wbidi 
itself  is  a  creature  of  the  States,  a  riglit  which  enters 
into  the  essence  of  all  sovereignty,  and  without  vluch  it 
would  become  a  bauble  and  a  name. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  view  which  we  have  just  taken, 
that  the  history  of  the  constitution,  as  traced  through  the 
journals  of  the  convention  which  framed  that  instrument, 
places  the  right  contended  for  upon  the  same  sure  loun- 
dati(fn.  These  journals  furnish  abundant  proof  that  "no 
line  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States  and  FederaX  Oo- 
vemment,  in  doubtful  case9,"  could  be  agreed  on.  It  was 
conceded  by  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Randolph,  the  mo»t 
prominent  advocates  for  a  Supreme  Government,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  draw  this  line,  because  no  tribunal  suA 
ficiently  impartial,  as  they  conceived,  could  be  found,  a»] 
that  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  make  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment supreme,  by  giving  it,  in  all  such  cases,  a  negs- 


of  the  States,  there  must,  of  necessity,  be  some  common  .  tive  on  the  acts  of  the  State  Legislatures,  llie  pertinacitf 
agency  or  functionary.  This  agency  is  the  Federal  Go-  with  which  this  negative  power  was  insisted  on  by  ili 
vernmcnt.  It  represents  the  confederated  States,  and  advocatesof  a  National  Government,  even  after  all  the  is- 
executes  their  joint  will  as  expressed  in  the  compact.  :  portant  provisions  of  the  judiciary  or  third  article  of  ti* 
The  powers  of  this  Government  are  wholly  derivative.  I  constitution  were  arranged  and  agreed  to,  proves,  be- 
lt possesses  no  more  inherent  sovereignty  than  an  incor- !  yond  doubt,  that  the  Supreme  Court  was  never  contea- 
porated  town,  or  any  other  great  corporate  body.  It  is  plated  by  either  party  in  that  convention  as  an  arbiter  to 
a  political  corporation,  and,  like  all  corporations,  it  looks  decide   conflicting   claims  of  sovereignty  between    the 


for  its  powers  to  an  exterior  source.     That  source  is  the 
States.  It  wants  that  "irresistible,  absolute,  uncontrolled 


States  and  Congress:  and  the  repeated  rejection  of  ail 
proposals  to  take  from  the  States  the  power  of  placing 


authority,"  without  which,  according  to  jurists,  there  can  ,  their  own  construction  upon  the  articles  of  union,  evinces 
be  no  sovereignty.  As  the  States  conferred,  so  the  States  '  that  the  States  were  resolved  never  to  part  with  the  right 
can  take  away  its  powers.  All  inherent  sovereignty  is  there- !  to  judge  whether  the  acts  of  the  Federal  L.egisUture  i«re 
fore  in  the  States.  It  is  the  moral  obligation  alone,  which  or  were  not  an  infringement  of  those  articles, 
each  State  has  chosen  to  impose  upon  herself,  and  not  the  |  Correspondent  with  the  right  of  a  sovereign -State  to 
want  ofsovereignty,  which  restrains  her  from  exercising  all  judge  of^  the  infractions  of  the  federal  compact,  is  the 
those  powers  which  (as  we  are  accustomed  to  express  our- 1  duty  of  this  convention  to  deckre  the  extent  of  the  griev- 
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ance,  and  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress.  On  both  these 
points  public  opinion  has  already  anticipated  us  in  much 
that  we  could  urge.  It  is  doubted  whether,  in  any  country, 
any  subject  has  undergone,  before  the  people,  a  more  tho- 
rough examination  than  the  constitutionality  of  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures. 

Independent  of  the  present  embarrassments  they  throw 
in  the  way  of  our  commerce,  and  the  plain  indications 
that  certain  articles,  which  are  the  natural  exchange  for 
our  valuable  staple  products,  are  sooner  or  later  to  be 
virtually  prohibited;  independent  of  the  diminution  which 
these  impost  duties  cause  in  our  incomes,  ahd  the  severi- 
ty of  the  tax  upon  all  articles  of  consumption  needed  by 
the  poor,  they  recognise  a  principle  not  less  at  war  with 
the  ends  for  which  this  g^reat  confederacy  was  formed, 
than  it  is  with  that  spirit  of  justice,  and  those  feelings  of 
concord,  which  ought  to  prevail  amongst  States  united  by 
BO  many  common  interests  and  exalted  triumphs.     The 
people  surely  need  not  be  told,  in  this  advanced  period  of 
intellect  and  of  freedom,  that  no  Government  can  be  free 
which  can  rightfully  impose  a  tax  for  the  encouragement 
of  one  branch  of  industry,  at  the  expense  of  all  others, 
unless  such  a  tax  be  Justified  by  some  great  and  unavoida- 
ble public  necessity.     Still  less  can  the  people  believe 
that,  in  a  confederacy  of  SUtes,  designed  principally  as 
an  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  its  authors  could  ever 
have  contemplated  that  the  federal  head  should  regulate 
the  domestic  industry  of  a  widely  extended  country,  dis- 
tinguished above  all  others  for  the  diversity  of  interests, 
pursuits,  and  resotirces,  in  its  various  sections.     It  was 
this  acknowledged  diversity  that  caused  the  arrangement 
of  a  conjoint  and  separate  exercise  of  the  sovereign  autho- 
rity— the  one  to  regulate  external  concerns,  and  the  other 
to  have  absolute  control   <*  ovev  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties  of  the  people,  and  the  internal  order,  improve- 
ment, and  prosperity  of  the  States." 

It  is  the  striking  characteristic  in  the  operation  of  a 
simple  and  consolidated  Government,  that  it  protects  ma- 
nufactures»  agriculture,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic industry;  that  it  can  establish  corporations,  or  make 
roads  and  canals,  and  patronize  learning  and  the  arts. 
But  it  would  be  difficult  to  show  that  such  was  the  govern- 
ment which  the  sages  of  the  convention  designed  for  the 
States.  All  these  powers  were  proposed  to  be  given  to 
Congress,  and  they  were,  proposed  by  that  party  in  the 
3onvention  who  desired  a  firm  National  Government, 
riie  convention  having  decided  on  the  federal  form,  in 
exclusion  of  the  national,  all  these  propositions  were  re- 
jected; and  yet  we  have  lived  to  see  an  American  Con- 
rress,  who  can  hold  no  power  except  by  express  grant, 
&s  fully  in  the  exercise  of  these  powers  as  it  they  were 
part  and  parcel  of  their  expressly  delegated  authority. 
Under  a  pretence  of  regulating  commerce,  they  would 
irtrtually  prohibit  it.  Were  this  regulation  of  commerce 
resorted  to,  as  a  means  of  coercing  foreign  nations  to  a  fair 
reciprocity  in  their  intercourse  with  us,  or  for  some  other 
bona  fide  commercial  purpose,  as  has  been  justly  said  by 
>ur  Legislature,  the  tariff  acts  would  be  constitutional. 
3at  none  of  these  acts  have  been  passed  as  countervailing 
3r  retaliatory  measures  for  restrictions  placed  on  our  com- 
nerce  by  foreigpi  nations.  Whilst  other  nations  seem  dis- 
>osed  to  relax  in  their  restraints  upon  trade,  our  Con- 
jrress  seems  absolutely  bent  upon  the  interdiction  of  those 
trticles  of  merchandise  which  are  exchang^eable  for  the 
>roduct8  of  Southern  labor;  thus  causing  the  principal 
>urden  of  taxation  to  fall  upon  this  portion  of  the  Union, 
ind,  by  depriving  us  of  our  accustomed  markets,  to  im- 
poverish our  whole  Southern  country.  In  the  same  man- 
ler,  and  under  the  pretence  of  promoting  the  internal 
mprovement  of  the  States,  and  for  other  equally  unjus- 
ifiable  and  unconstitutional  purposes,  Congress  is  in  the 
constant  habit  of  violating  those  fundamental  principles  of 


the  constitution  on  which  alone  can  rest  the  prosperity  of 
the  States,  and  the  durability  of  the  Union. 

It  is  in  vain  to  imagine,  that  with  a  people  who  have 
struggled  for  freedom,  and  know  its  inestimable  value, 
such  a  state  of  affairs  can  be  endured  longer  than  there 
is  a  well  founded  hope  that  reason  and  justice  will  resume 
their  empire  in  the  common  council  of  the  confederacy. 
That  hope  having  expired  with  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  the  present  tariflT  act,  distinctly  and  fully  recog- 
nising, as  the  permanent  policy  of  the  country,  the  odious 
principle  of  protection,  it  occurs  to  us  that  there  is  but 
one  course  for  the  State  to  pursue.  That  course,  fellow- 
citizens,  is  resistance;  not  physical,  but  moral,  resist- 
ance— not  resistance  in  an  angry  or  irritated  feeling,  but 
resistance  by  such  counter-legislation  which,  whilst  it 
shall  evince  to  the  world  that  our  measures  are  built  upon 
the  necessity  of  tendering  to  Congress  an  amicable  issue,, 
to  try  a  doubtful  question  between  friends  and  neighbors,, 
shall,  at  the  same  time,  secure  us  in  the  enjoyments  of 
our  rights  and  privileges.  It  matters  not,  fellow-citizens^ 
by  what  name  this  counter-legislation  shall  be  designated: 
call  it  nullification.  State  interposition.  State  veto,  or  by 
whatever  other  name  you  please,  still,  if  it  be  but  resist- 
ance to  an  oppressive  measure,  it  is  the  course  which  duty, 
patriotism,  and  self-preservation  prescribe.  If  we  are 
asked  upon  what  ground  we  place  the  right  to  resist  a 
particular  law  of  Congress,  and  yet  regard  ourselves  as  a 
constituent  member  of  the  Union,  we  answer,  the  ground 
of  the  compact.  We  do  not  choose,  in  a  case  of  this  kind, 
to  recur  to  what  are  called  our  natural  rights,  or  the  ri^t 
of  revolution.  We  claim  to  nullify  by  a  more  imposing 
title.  We  claim  it  as  a  constitutional  right,  not  meaning, 
as  some  have  imagined,  that  we  derive  the  right  from  the 
constitution,  for  derivative  rights  can  only  belong  to  the 
functionaries  of  the  high  contracting  parties  to  the  con- 
stitution, but  we  claim  to  exercise  it  as  one  of  the  parties 
to  the  compact,  and  as  consistent  with  its  letter,  its  genius, 
and  its  spirit;  it  being  distinctly  understood,  at  the  time  of 
ratifying  the  constitution,  that  the  exercise  of  all  sove- 
reign rights,  not  agreed  to  be  had  conjointly,  were  to  be 
exerted  separately  by  the  States.  Though  it  be  true  that 
the  provision  in  favor  of  what  we  call  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  States  was  not  necessary  to  secure  to  the  Suites 
such  reserved  rights,  yet  the  mere  circumstance  of  its  in- 
sertion in  the  instrument  makes  it  as  clear  a  constitution- 
al provision  as  that  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  raise 
armies  or  to  declare  war.  Any  exercise  of  a  right  in  con- 
formity with  a  constitutional  provision,  we  conceive  to  be 
a  constitutional  right,  whether  it  be  founded  on  an  ex- 
press ^rant  of  the  right,  or  be  included  in  a  general  re- 
servation of  undefined  powers.  The  constitution  being 
the  supreme  law,  and  instrument  in  which  a  distribution 
of  powers  is  made  between  the  Federal  Government  and 
the  States,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  authorities  of  each  Go- 
vernment so  to  shape  their  legislation  as  not  to  overstep 
the  boundaries  assigned  to  them.  No  act  can,  therefore, 
be  done  by  either  Government,  which,  for  its  validity,  can 
be  referred  to  any  other  test  than  the  standard  of  the  con- 
stitution. If  a  State  Government  passes  an  act,  defining 
and  punishing  a  burglary,  or  a  law  abolishing  the  rights 
of  primogeniture,  it  is  more  correct  to  say  that  she  is  in 
the  exercise  of  her  constitutional,  than  of  her  natural 
rights,  because  it  is  an  express  constitutional  provision 
that  she  should  exercise  all  her  sovereign  rights  not  al- 
ready entrusted  to  the  common  functionary  of  the  parties. 
As  it  is  impossible,  then,  that  any  act  can  be  passed  by 
either  Government  which,  if  disputed,  must  not  be  refer- 
red to  the  constitution  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  parties^ 
so  a  right  is  constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  as  it  shaU 
be  found  to  comport  with,  or  to  be  repugnant  to,  the 
terms  or  the  spirit  of  that  instrument.  There  is  not,  there- 
fore, a  sovereign  or  a  natural  right  which  South  Carolina 
can  lawfully  exercise  in  conformity  with  her  engagements. 
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which  is  not  stipulated  for  in  the  tenth  amendment  to  the 
constitution.  All  such  rights  stipulated  for,  must  be  con- 
stitutional. To  regard  them  otherwise,  would  be  a  per- 
version of  terms. 

That  nullification  under  our  reserved  rights  was  regard- 
ed as  constitutional  by  the  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798,  is 
clear,  from  the  exposition  of  them  by  the  celebrated  report 
drawn  by  Mr.  Madison.  In  defending  the  third  of  these 
resolutions,  which  asserts  the  doctrine  of  State  interposi- 
tion and  protection,  the  committee  say  "that  they  have 
scanned  it  not  merely  with  a  strict,  but  with  a  severe  eye, 
and  they  feel  confidence  in  pronouncing  that,  in  its  just 
and  fair  construction,  it  is  unexceptionably  true  in  its  se- 
veral positions,  as  well  as  constitutional  and  conclusive  in 
its  inferences."  What  were  the  positions  of  the  third  re- 
solution? 1st.  That  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment were  limited  to  the  plain  sense  of  the  instrument 
constituting  the  compact.  2d.  That,  in  case  of  a  delibe- 
rate, palpable,  and  aangerous  infraction  of  the  compact, 
the  SUte  has  the  right  to  interpose,  &c.  Now  what  is  the 
inference?  It  is,  that  "they  are  in  duty  bound  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  evil,  by  maintaining  within  their  re- 
spective limits  the  authorities,  rights,  and  liberties  apper- 
taining to  them."  This  inference,  says  the  report,  is 
"  constitutional  and  conclusive ."  The  same  doctrine  was 
as  distinctly  affirmed  by  the  Virginia  Assembly  in  their  re- 
solutions adopting  the  report.  They  say,  "that,  having 
fully  and  accurately  re-examined  and  reconsidered  these 
resolutions,  they  find  it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to 
adhere  to  the  same  as  founded  in  truth,  as  consonant  with 
the  constitution,  and  as  conducive  to  iu  preservation." 

We  are  aware  that  it  has  been  recently  maintained  that, 
by  the  Stale  interposition  referred  to  in  this  third  resolu- 
tion, the  Virginia  Assembly  had  allusion  to  the  natural 
right,  and  Mr.  Madison  himself  has  been  brought  forward 
to  give  a  construction  to  this  resolution  contrary  to  the 
most  obvious  import  of  the  tc*rm8.  Be  it  so.  Then,  if 
the  State  interposition  here  spoken  of  be  a  na'ural  right, 
it  is  a  right  which  the  Virginia  Assembly  have  pronounced 
"consonant  with  the  constitution,  ami  as  conducive  to  its 
preservation."  Or,  in  other  words,  that,  without  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  natural  sovereign  right  of  Interposition,  the 
constitution  cannot  be  preserved.  There  is  no  incongru- 
ity in  this.  It  is  quite  competent  for  two  monarchs  to 
stipulate  in  a  treaty  for  that  right  which,  independent  of 
the  treaty,  would  be  a  natural  right,  as  if  a  power  were 
conferred  by  the  treaty  on  the  citizens  of  either  prince  to 
capture,  adjudge,  and  execute  all  subjects  of  the  other 
engaged  in  pii*acy  on  the  high  seas.  It  certainly  would 
be  more  proper  to  call  such  a  right  a  conventional  right 
than  a  natural  right,  though  it  be  bdth.  Several  of  the 
State  constitutiojis  furnish  instances  ofnatural  rights  being 
secured  by  a  constitutional  provision.  Even  in  the  instru- 
ment we  are  now  considering,  there  is  a  distinct  affirma- 
tion in  terms  of  a  natural  right  of  sovereignty;  such  as  Ihc 
sovereign  right  of  a  State  to  keep  troops  and  ships  of  war 
in  a  certain  emergency,  or  the  sovereign  right  of  a  State 
to  lay  import  and  export  duties  for  the  purpose  of  execut- 
ing its  inspection  laws.  In  these  cases,  a  natural  right  is 
also  a  constitutional  right,  contrary  to  the  definition  of 
those  who  maintain  that  no  right  1&  properly  constitutional 
which  is  a  sovereign  right,  because  constitutional  rights 
are  derivative  rights  exercised  by  functionaries.  'J'hat 
reasoning  would  be  indeed  strange  wh'ch  would  place  a 
natural,  reserved,  sovereign  right,  expressed  in  terms,  up- 
on a  better  footing  than  all  that  mass  of  residuary  power 
included  in  the  general  reservation  of  the  tenth  amend- 
ment. It  would  be  to  create  a  distinction  without  a  dif- 
ference. The  reserved  rigiits,  though  undefined,  are 
easily  ascertained.  Any  particular  right  not  found  in  the 
enumerated  powers  of  Congress,  of  course  belongs  to  the 
States. 

The  right  to  nullify  is  universally  admitted  to  be  a  na- 


tural or  sovereign  right.     The  natural  righte  of  the  Sutes 
are  also  admitted  to  be  their  reserved  rights.     If  they  are 
reserved,  they  must  be  constitutional,  because  the  coost^ 
tution,  being  an  agreement  to  arrange  the  mode  by  whidi 
the  States  diall  exercise  their  sovereignty,  expresdy  sti- 
pulates for  the  exercise  of  these  powers  in  all  cases  not 
enumerated.     To  some  it  may  be  unimportant  upon  what 
basis  we  place  the  right  of  a  State  to  protect  its  citizens, 
as  counter-legislation  would  be  the  bepinningf  of  resistance 
in  either  case;  others  may,  perhaps  justly,  say  thait  the 
whole  controversy  is  resolvable  into  a  dispute  aa  to  what 
is,  or  is  not,  the  proper  definition  of  a  constitutional  right. 
We,  however,  think  it  of  infinite  impottance,  in  urgiiij 
the  right  of  nullification,  to  regard  it  as  a  constitutional, 
rather  than  as  a  natural  remedy,  because  a  constJtutici»l 
proceeding  is  calculated  to  give  it  a  pacific  course,  and  • 
higher  recommendation.     The  characteristic,  in  fact,  rf 
the  American  constitutions  in  general,  is,  that  they  smc- 
tify  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Amencan  revolu- 
tion.    Whilst  otiier  nations  have  to  resort  to  the  law  of 
nature,  and  by  force  to  drive  despots  from  their  thrones, 
thus  incurring  what,  amongst  them,  is  odioudy  t^™"* 
the  guilt  of  rebellion,  we  here  have  the  incalculable  ad- 
vantage of  a  thorough  understanding  amongtf  aW  cJaases, 
that  it  is  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  a  free  people  to 
recur,  when  necessarv,  to  their  sovereign  rights,  to  resist 
oppression.     Such  a'  sentimrnt  as  this  becoming  ^miliar 
to  the  public  mind,  acquires  prodigious  streng^  wbcnits 
spirit  is  seen  to  pervade  a  written  constitution,  and  pre- 
vents,  rather  than  accelerates,  opportunities  for  an  unne- 
cessary recurrence  to  revolutionary  movements-     Under 
such  a  structure  of  the  public  sentiment,  when  the  vcke 
of  a  sovereign  State  shall  be  spoken,  "it  will  be  heard  m 
a  tone  which  virtuous  governoi-s  will  obey,  and  tyrannica) 
ones  shall  dread."     Nothing  can  more  reconcile  nuMca- 
tion  to  our  citizen?,  than  to  know,  that  if  we  are  not  pro- 
ceeding  according  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution^  we  are 
nevertheless  adhering  to  its  !«pirit.  The  convention  which 
framed  the  constitution  could  not  agree  upon  any  mode  of 
settling  a  dispute  like  the  present.     1  he  case  was  there- 
fore left  unprovided  for,  under  the  conviction,  no  doubt, 
as  is  admitted  by  Mr.   Hamillon,  in  "The  Federalist," 
that  if  the  Federal  Government  should  oppress  the  Stales, 
the  State  Governments  would  be  ready  to  check  it  br 
virtue  of  their  own  inherent  sovereign  powers.      •*  It  may 
safely  be  received  as  on  axiom  in  our  polit'tcal  «x>tem, 
(says  Mr.  Hamilton,)  that  tl\e  State  Governments  wilt,  in 
all  possible  contingencies,  aft ord  complete  security  against 
invasion  of  the  public  liberty  by  the  nationa\  auVV\ot\\y. 
Projects  of  usurpation  cannot  be  masked  under  pretences 
so  likely  to  escape  the  penetration  of  select  bodies  of  men 
as   of  the  people  at  large.     The  Legislatures  will  bare 
better  means  of  information.     They  can  discover  the  dan- 
ger at  a  distance;  and,  possessing  all  the  organs  of  chil 
power,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people,  they  can  at  once 
adopt  a  regular  plan  of  opposition,  in  which  they  can  com- 
bine all  the  resources  of  the  community." 

That  measure  cannot  be  revolutionary  which  isadoptet!, 
not  with  a  view  to  resort  to  force,  but  by  some  derave 
measures  to  call  the  attention  of  the  co-States  to  adisptited 
question,  in  stich  a  form  as  to  compel  thorn  to  decide  wfcsl 
are  or  are  not  the  rights  of  the  States  in  a  case  of  a  p^ 
pable  and  dangerous  infraction  of  those  fundamental 
principles  of  liberty  in  which  they  all  have  an  interest. 

In  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  nullification,  we  are  ot^ 
unmindful  of  the  many  objections  which  have  been  urged 
against  it.  That  it  mav  embarrass  the  present  majonty 
in  Congress,  who  are  fatally  bent  upon  building  up  the 
sectional  interests  of  their  constituents  upon  the  man  of 
our  commerce,  we  can  readily  imagine;  but  these  em- 
barrassments, on  examination,  will  be  found  to  proceed 
rather  from  an  unwillingness  on  their  part  to  adjust  the 
controversy  on  principles  of  reason  and  justice,   thjin 
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rom  any  real  difficulty  existing;'  in  tlie  constitution.  The 
irovisions  of  the  constitution  are  ample  fur  taking^  the 
«nse  of  the  States  on  a  question  more  important  than 
iny  which  has  occurred  since  the  formation  of  the  Go- 
rernment.  But,  if  the  spirit  of  justice  departs  from 
he  councils  to  which  we  have  a  rig^ht  to  look  up  as  the 
i^ardians  of  the  public  liberty  and  the  public  peace, 
10  provisions  of  human  wisdom  can  avail.  We  have 
leard  much  of  the  danger  of  suffering  one  State  to  im- 
pede the  operations  of  twenty -three  States;  but  it  must 
>e  obvious  to  every  considerate  man  that  the  danger  can 
)nly  exist  where  a  State  is  wrong.  If  the  people  of  any 
)ne  State  are  right  in  the  principles  for  which  they  con- 
end,  it  is  desirable  that  thev  should  impede  the  operations 
>f  Congress  until  the  sentiments  of  its  co-States  shall  be 
lad.  A  higher  eulogy  could  not  be  bestowed  upon  our 
ystem  than  the  power  of  resorting  to  some  conservative 
)rinciple  that  shall  stay  a  disruption  of  tlie  league.  It 
s  no  argument  to  say  that  a  State  may  have  no  grounds 
m  which  to  place  herself  upon  her  sovereign  rights. 
This  is  a  possible,  but  by  no  means  a  probable  case.  Ex- 
lerience  has  given  us  a  most  instructive  lesson  on  this 
rery  subject.  It  has  taught  us  that  the  danger  is  not  that 
;  State  may  resort  to  her  sovereign  rights  too  often,  but 
hat  it  will  not  avail  herself  of  them  when  necessary. 
1.00k,  fellow-citizens,  to  our  States  for  ten  years  we  liave 
>etitioned  and  remonstrated  against  the  unconstitutionality 
if  the  tariff  acts,  and  thougn  the  conviction  has  been 
iniversal  that  the  effects  of  the  system  would  be  ruinous 

0  our  interests,  yet  the  difficulty  has  been  great  to  bring 
he  people  to  the  resisting  point. 

And  so  with  other  objections.  It  has  been  maintained 
)y  us,  that,  according  to  the  philosophy  of  the  Govern- 
Tient,  and  the  true  spirit  of  the  compact,  it  becomes 
(Congress,  in  all  emergencies  like  the  present,  to  solicit 
from  the  States  the  call  of  a  convention.    That  upon  such 

1  convocation  it  should  be  incumbent  on  the  States  claim- 
ing the  doubtful  power,  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  giving  the  doubtful  power,  and,  on  failure  to 
obtain  it  by  a  consent  of  three-fourths  of  all  the  States, 
.0  regard  the  power  as  never  having  been  intended  to  be 
pven.  We  must  not  be  understood  to  s.Hy  that  this  was 
natter  even  of  implied  stipulation  at  the  formation  of  the 
compact.  The  constitution  is  designedly  silent  on  the 
subject,  on  account  of  the  extreme  difficulty  in  the  minds 
)f  its  framers  of  appointing  a  mode  of  adjusting  these  dif- 
erences.  This  difficulty  we  now  discover  was  imaginaiy. 
t  had  its  source  in  apprehensions,  which  an  experience 
)f  upwards  of  forty  years  has  proved  to  be  without  the 
hadow  of  a  foundation.  Many  of  the  sages  of  that  day 
vere  dissatisfied  with  their  work  for  a  reason  which  is  the 
rery  opposite  of  the  truth.  They  feared,  not  that  the 
general  Government  would  encroach  upon  the  riglits  of 
States,  but  that  the  States  would  perpetually  be  disposed 
o  pass  their  boundaries  of  power,  and  finally  destroy  the 
confederation.  Had  tliey  been  blessed  with  the  expe- 
-icnce  which  we  have  acquired,  there  could  have  been 
\o  objection  to  trusting  the  States  who  created  the  Go- 
.^crnment,  and  who  would  not  fully  embarrass  it  with  a 
rcto  under  certain  modifications.  It  seems  but  reason- 
ible  that  a  disputed  power,  which  it  would  have  required 
hree-fourths  of  the  States  to  add  to  the  constitution, 
)ught  not  to  be  insisted  on  by  a  majority  in  Congress,  as 
mpliedly  conferred,  if  more  than  one-fourth  should  ob- 
ect  to  it.  To  deny  this,  would  be  to  decide  finally  the 
ralidity  of  a  power  by  a  positive  majority  of  the  people 
it  large,  instead  of  a  concurring  majority  of  the  States. 
There  is,  it  is  true,  one  objection,  and  only  one  to  this 
new,  and  that  is,  that,  under  this  theory,  a  majority  little 
leyond  the  three-fourths,  as,  for  instance,  seven  States 
>ut  of  twenty-four,  might  deprive  Congress  of  powers 
which  have  been  expressly  delegated.  The  answer  to 
this  is,  that  it  would  be  a  very  extreme  case  for  a  single 


State  to  claim  the  resumption  of  a  power  which  it  had 
clearly  delegated  in  positive  terms.  But  it  seems  almost 
beyond  the  range  of  possibility,  that  six  other  States 
should  be  found  to  sustain  a  nullifying  State  in  such  a  pre- 
tension. Should  such  a  case  ever  occur,  as  one-fourth 
and  upwards  of  the  Slates  resolving  to  break  their  pledges 
without  the  slightest  pretence,  it  would  show  that  it  was 
time  to  dissolve  the  league.  If  a  spirit  of  friendship  and 
fair  dealing  cannot  bind  tog^ether  the  members  of  this 
Union,  the  sooner  it  is  dissolved  the  better.  So  that  this 
objection  is  rather  nominal  than  substantial.  But  the  evil 
of  this  objection  is,  that  whilst  its  admission  would  relieve 
us  from  an  imaginary  peril,  we  should  be  plunged  into 
that  certain  danger  of  an  unrestricted  liberty  of  Congress 
to  give  us,  instead  of  a  confederated  Government,  a  Go- 
vernment without  any  other  limitation  upon  its  power 
than  the  will  of  a  majority. 

Other  objections  have  been  urged  against  nullification. 
It  is  said  that  the  President  or  Congress  might  employ 
the  military  and  naval  force  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
duce the  nullifying  State  into  obedience,  and  thus  produce 
a  civil  dissension  amongfst  the  members  of  the  confede- 
racy. We  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  in  a  community  so 
conversant  with  this  part  of  the  subject  as  that  of  South 
Carolina,  to  recapitulate  the  arguments  which  have  been 
urged  against  such  an  improbable  course,  both  for  the 
want  of  power,  and  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  But 
we  cannot  pass  over  one  view,  which  we  think  sufficient 
to  quiet  all  apprehension  on  that  score.  We  live  in  an 
age  of  reason  and  intellect.  The  idea  of  using  force  on 
an  occasion  of  this  kind  is  utterly  at  variance  with  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  the  American  people.  In  truth,  it  is 
becoming  repugnant  even  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the 
Governments  of  the  old  world.  We  have  lately  seen  in 
England  one  of  the  greatest  reforms  achieved  which  her 
history  records— a  reform  which  her  wisest  statesmen, 
twenty  years  ago,  would  have  predicted  could  not  be  ac- 
complished without  civil  war,  brought  about  by  a  blood- 
less revolution.  The  cause  is  manifest.  Not  only  are 
the  people  every  where  better  informed,  but  such  is  the 
influence  which  public  opinion  exerts  over  constituted 
authorities,  that  the  rulers  of  this  earth  are  more  swayed 
by  reason  and  justice  than  formerly.  Under  such  evi- 
dent indications  of  the  march  of  mind  and  intellect,  it 
would  be  to  pay  but  a  poor  compliment  to  the  people  of 
these  States,  to  imagine  that  a  measure  taken  by  a  sove- 
reign State,  with  the  ,mo6t  perfect  good  feeling  to  her 
confederates,  and  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and 
with  no  other  view  than  to  force  upon  its  members  the 
consideration  of  a  most  important  constitutional  question, 
should  terminate  otherwise  than  peaceably. 

Fellow-citizens,  it  is  our  honest  and  firm  belief  that  nul- 
lification will  preserve,  and  not  destroy,  this  Union.  But 
we  should  regret  to  conceal  from  you,  that,  if  Congress 
should  not  be  animated  with  a  patriotic  and  liberal  feeling 
in  this  conjunctut  e,  they  can  give  to  tliis  controversy  what 
issue  they  please.  Admit,  then,  that  there  is  risk  of  a  se- 
rious conflict  with  the  Federal  Government.  We  know 
of  no  better  way  to  avoid  the  chance  of  hostile  measures 
in  our  opponents  than  to  evince  a  readiness  to  meet  dan- 
ger, come  from  what  quarter  it  will.  We  should  think 
that  tlie  American  revolution  waf*,  indeed,  to  little  pur- 
pose, if  a  consideration  of  this  kind  were  to  deter  our 
people  from  asserting  their  sovereigpi  rights.  That  revo- 
lution, it  is  well  known,  was  not  entered  into  by  our 
Southern  ancestors  from  any  actual  oppression  which  the 
people  suffered;  it  was  a  contest  waged  for  principle,  em- 
phatically for  principle.  The  calamities  of  revolution, 
strife,  and  civil  war,  were  fairly  presented  to  the  illustri- 
ous patriots  of  those  times  which  tried  the  souls  of  men. 
The  alternative  was  either  to  remain  dependent  colonies^ 
in  hopeless  servitude,  or  to  become  free,  sovereign,  and 
independent  States.    To  attain  such  a  distinguished  rank 
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amongvt  the  nations  of  the  earth,  there  was  but  one  path, 
and  that  the  path  of  glory — ^the  crowning  glory  of  being 
accounted  worthy  of  ali  suffering,  and  of  embracing  all 
the  calamities  of  a  protracted  war  abroad,  and  of  domestic 
evils  at  home,  rather  than  to  surrender  their  liberties. 
The  result  of  their  labors  is  known  to  the  world,  throus^ 
the  flood  of  light  which  that  revolution  has  shed  upon  the 
science  of  Government,  and  the  rights  of  man — in  the 
*'  lesson  it  has  taught  the  oppressor,  and  in  the  example 
it  has  afforded  to  the  oppressed;"  in  the  invigoration  of 
the  spirit  of  freedom  every  where,  and  in  the  amelioration 
it  is  producing  in  the  social  order  of  mankind. 

Inestimable  are  the  blessings  of  that  well  regulated 
freedom  which  permits  man  to  direct  his  labors  and  his 
enterprise  to  the  pursuit  or  branch  of  industry  to  which 
he  thmks  nature  has  qualifled  him,  unmolested  by  ava- 
rice, enthroned  in  power.  Such  was  the  freedom  for 
which  South  Carolina  struggled  when  a  dependent  colo- 
ny; such  is  the  freedom  of  which  she  once  tasted,  as  the 
first  fruit  of  that  revolutionary  triumph  which  she  assisted 
to  achieve;  such  is  the  freedom  she  reserved  to  herself 
on  entering  into  the  league;  such  is  the  freedom  of  which 
she  has  been  deprived,  and  to  which  she  must  be  restor- 
ed, if  her  commerce  be  worth  preserving,  or  the  spirit  of 
her  LAurens  and  her  Gadsden  has  not  fled  forever  from 
our  bosoms.  It  is  in  vain  to  tell  South  Carolina  that  she 
can  look  to  any  administration  of  the  Federal  Government 
for  the  protection  of  her  sovereign  rights,  or  the  redress 
of  her  Southern  wrongs.  Where  the  fountain  is  so  pol- 
luted, it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  stream  will  again 
be  pure.  The  protection  to  which,  in  all  representative 
Governments,  tlie  people  have  been  accustomed  to  look, 
to  wit,  the  responsibility  of  the  governors  to  the  govern- 
ed, has  proved  nerveless  and  illusory.  Under  such  a  sys- 
tern,  nothing  but  a  radical  reform  m  our  political  institu- 
tions can  preserve  this  Union.  It  is  full  time  that  we 
should  know  what  rights  we  have  under  the  federal  con- 
stitution; and  more  especially  ought  we  to  know  whether 
we  are  to  live  under  a  consolidated  Government,  or  a  con- 
federacy of  States;  whether  the  States  be  sovereign,  or 
their  local  Legislatures  be  mere  corporations.  A  fresh 
understanding  of  the  bargain  we  deem  absolutely  neces- 
sary. No  mode  can  be  devised  by  which  a  dispute  can 
be  referred  to  the  source  of  all  power,  but  by  some  one 
State  Uking  the  lead  in  the  great  enterprise  of  reform. 
Till  some  one  Southern  State  tenders  to  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment an  issue,  it  will  continue  to  have  its  '*  appetite 
increased  by  what  it  feeds  on."  History  admonishes  us 
that  rulers  never  have  the  forecast  to  substitute,  in  good 
time,  reform  for  revolution.  They  forget  that  it  is  always 
more  desirable  that  the  just  claims  of  the  governed  should 
break  in  on  them,  "  through  well  contrived  and  well  dis- 
posed  windows,  through  flaws  and  breaches  through  the 
yawning  chasms  of  their  own  ruin."  One  State  must, 
under  the  awful  prospects  before  us,  throw  herself  into 
the  breach,  in  this  great  struggle  for  constitutional  free- 
dom. There  is  no  other  mode  of  awakening  the  atten- 
tion of  the  co-States  to  grievances  which,  if  suflered  to 
accumulate,  must  dismember  the  Union.  It  has  fallen  to 
our  lot,  fellow-citizens,  first  to  quit  our  trenches.  Let 
us  go  on  to  the  assault  with  cheerful  hearts  and  undaunt- 
ed minds. 

Fellow-citizens,  the  die  is  now  cast.  We  have  solemnly 
resolved  on  the  course  which  it  becomes  our  beloved  State 
to  pursue;  we  have  resolved  that,  until  these  abuses  shall 
be  reformed,  no  more  taxes  shall  be  paid  here.  «« Mil- 
lions for  defence,  but  not  a  cent  for  tribute."  And  now 
we  call  upon  our  citizens,  native  and  adopted,  to  prepare 
for  the  crisis,  and  to  meet  it  as  becomes  men  and  free- 
men. We  call  upon  all  classes,  and  all  parties,  to  forget 
their  former  differences,  and  to  unite  in  a  solemn  deter- 
mination never  to  abandon  this  contest  until  such  a  change 
be  effected  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  that  all  the  citi- 


zens of  this  confederacy  shall  participate  equally  in  the 
benefits  and  the  burdens  of  the  Government.     To  this  so- 
lemn duty  we  now  invoke  you  in  the  name  of  all  that  5 
sacred  and  valuable  to  man;  we  invoke  you  in  the  naoie 
of  that  liberty  which  has  been  acquired  by  yoa  from  aa 
illustrious  ancestry,  and  which  it  is  your  duty  to  tnnmit, 
unimpaired,  to  the  most  distant  generatifma;  ve  invoke 
you  in  the  name  of  that  constitution  which  you  profess  to 
venerate,  and  of  that  Union  which  you  are  all  desirous  to 
perpetuate.     By  the  reverence  you  bear  to  these  yoar 
nistitutions;  by  all  the  love  you  bear  to  liberty;  by  the 
detestation  you  have  for  servitude;  by  all  the  abiding  me- 
morials of  your  past  glories;  by  the  proud  assodatioB  of 
your  exalted  and  your  common  triumphs  in  the  first  and 
greatest  of  revolutions;  by  the  force  of  all  those  subEoK 
truths  which  that  event  has  inculcated  amongst  the  na- 
tions; by  the  noble  flame  of  republican  enthusiasm  wlwb 
warms  your  bosoms,  we  coniure  you,  in  this  nigfaty  atn^ 
gle,  to  give  your  hearts,  and  souls,  and  minds  to  your  ii- 
jured  and  oppressed  State,  and  to  support  her  caisr, 
publicly  and  privately,  with  your  opinions,  your  prajen, 
and  your  actions.     If  appeals  such  as  these  prove  voarail- 
ing,  we  tlien  command  your  obedience  to  the  la  rs  and  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  by  a  title  which  none  can  gainsay . 
We  demand  it  by  that  allegiance  which  ts  rec^mcal  with 
the  protection  you  have  received  from  the  State.     We 
admit  of  no  obedience  to  any  authority  which  shaAl  con- 
flict with  that  primary  alleg^nce  which  every  citizen 
owes  to  the  State  of  his  birth  or  his  adoption.     There  is 
not,  nor  has  there  ever  been,  **  any  direct  or  immediate 
allegiance  between  the  citizens  of  South  Carolina  and  the 
Federal  Government ;  the  relation  between  them  is  through 
the  State."    South  Carolina  having  entered  into  the  con- 
stitutional compact  as  a  separate,  independent,  political 
community,  as  has  already  been  stated,  has  the  right  to 
declare  an  unconstitutional  act  of  Cong^ss  null  and  void. 
After  her  sovereign  declaration  that  the  act  shall  not  be 
enforced  within  her  limits,  <*  such  a  declaration  is  obli- 
gatory on  her  citizens^     As  far  as  its  citizens  are  con- 
cerned, the  clear  right  of  the  State  is  to  declare  the  ex- 
tent of  the  obligation."    This  declaration,  once  made, 
the  citizen  has  no  course  but  to  obey,     if  he  reiiises  obe- 
dience, so  as  to  bring  himself  under  the  displeasure  of  hi» 
only  and  lawful  sovereign,  and  within  the  severe  pains 
and  penalties  which,  by  her  high  sovereign  power,  the 
Legislature  will  not  fail  to  provide  in  her  se/ikiefence, 
the  fault  and  the  folly  must  be  hia  own. 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  having  discharged  the  soleniD 
duty  to  which  we  have  been  summoned,  in  a  crises  bi^ 
wiUi  the  most  important  results  to  the  liberties,  peace, 
safety,  and  happiness  of  this  once  harmonious.,  hut  now 
distracted  confederacy,  we  commend  our  cause  to  tba: 
Great  Disposer  of  events,  who  (if  he  has  not  aheady,  fer 
some  inscrutable  purposes  of  his  own,  decreed  othenriKl 
will  smile  on  the  efforts  of  truth  and  justice.  We  knov 
that  '*  unless  the  Lord  keepeth  the  city,  the  vatchmr 
waketh  but  in  vain;"  but  relying,  as  we  do,  in  thes  as- 
troversy,  on  the  purity  of  our  motives,  and  the  bone?  of 
our  ends,  we  make  this  appeal  with  all  the  confideBce 
which,  in  times  of  trial  and  difficulty,  ought  to  inspire  the 
breast  of  the  patriot  and  the  christian.  Fellow-citizefa. 
do  your  duty  to  your  country,  and  leave  the  consequeocei 
to  God.  

No.  4. 
▲nnasss  to  tbb  riopLs  or  thx  uhttsd  states. 

7b  the  people  ofManachueelts,  Virginia^  JVew  Yerk^  Fean- 
ayhamOi  l^orth  Catolina,  Maryland^  Cotuteetieui,  IV- 
mont,  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  New  Jera^,  Geergmt 
Delaioare,  JRhode  Jsland,  Ktntuekvj  TlmtCBsee,  A»^ 
Louisiana,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  luinois,  iTlBftiiiini.  and 
Missouri. 

We,  the  people  of  South  CaroHna,  assembled  in  coo- 
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vention,  have  solemnly  and. deliberately  declared,  in  our 
paramount  sovereign  capacity,  that  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  the  19th  day  of  May»  1828,  and  the  act  approv- 
ed the  14th  July,  1832,  altering  and  amending  the  seve- 
ral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  are  unconstitutional, 
and,  therefore,  absolutely  void  and  of  no  binding  force 
within  the  limits  of  this  State;  and  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying this  declaration  into  full  and  complete  effect,  we 
have  invested  the  Legislature  with  ample  powers,  and 
made  it  the  duty  of  all  the  functionaries  and  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State,  on  their  allegiance,  to  co-operate  in 
enforcing  the  aforesaid  declaration. 

In  resorting  to  this  important  measure,  to  which  we 
liave  been  impelled  by  the  most  sacred  of  all  the  duties 
which  a  free  people  can  owe'  either  to  the  memory  of 
Lbeir  ancestors  or  to  the  claims  of  their  posterity,  we  feel 
that  it  is  due  to  the  intimate  political  relation  which  exists 
3etween  South  Carolina  and  the  other  States  of  this  con- 
Tederacv,  that  we  should  present  a  clear  and  distinct  expo- 
lition  of  the  principlea  on  which  we  have  acted,  and  of  the 
causes  by  which  we  have  been  reluctantly  constrained  to 
issume  this  attitude  of  sovereign  resistance  in  relation  to 
he  usurpations  of  the  Federal  Government. 

For  this  purpose,  it  will  be  necessary  to  state,  briefly, 
vhat  we  conceive  to  be  the  relation  created  by  the  fede- 
■al  constitution  between  the  States  and  the  General  Go- 
vernment; and  also  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  true  charac- 
er  and  practical  operation  of  the  system  of  protecting  du- 
ies,  as  it  affects  our  rights,  our  interests,  and  our  liberties. 

We  hold,  then,  that,  on  their  separation  from  the 
3rown  of  Great  Britain,  the  several  colonies  became  free 
ind  independent  States,  each  enjoying  the  separate  and 
ndepenaent  right  of  self-government;  and  that  no  au 


hority  can  be  exercised  over  them,  or  within  their  limits, 
)ut  by  their  consent,  respectively  given  as  States.  It  is 
equally  true  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
I  compact  formed  between  the  several  States  acting  as 
lovereig^  communities;  that  the  Government  created  by 
t  is  a  joint  agency  of  the  States,  appointed  to  execute 
he  powers  enumerated  and  granted  by  that  instrument; 
hat  all  its  acts,  not  intentionally  authorized,  are  them- 
elves  essentially  null  and  void,  and  that  the  States  have 
he  right,  in  the  same  sovereign  capacity  in  which  they 
ulopted  the  federal  constitution,  to  pronounce,  in  the  last 
'esort,  authoritative  judgment  on  the  usurpations  of  the 
^'ederal  Government,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they 
nay  deem  necessary  and  expedient  to  arrest  the  opera- 
ion  of  the  unconstitutional  acts  of  that  Government  with- 
n  their  respective  limits.  Such  we  deem  to  be  the  inhe- 
'ent  rights  of  the  States— rights,  in  the  very  nature  of 
hings,  absolutely  inseparable  from  sovereignty.  Nor  is 
:he  duty  of  a  State  to  arrest  an  unconstitutional  and  op- 
>ressive  act  of  the  Federal  Government  less  imperative 
:han  the  right  is  incontestable.  Each  State,  by  ratifving 
he  fedend  constitution,  and  becoming  a  member  of  the 
confederacy,  contracted  an  obligation  to  <<  protect  and 
lefend  that  instrument,  as  well  by  reststini^the  usurpations 
)f  the  Federal  Government,  as  by  sustaimng  that  Govern- 
nent  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  actually  conferred  upon 
t.  And  the  obligation  of  the  oatli  which  is  imposed,  under 
;he  constitution,  on  every  functionary  of  the  States,  to 
'*  preserve,  protect,  and  defend"  the  federal  constitu- 
ion,  as  clearly  poroprehends  the  duty  of  protecting  and 
lefending  it  against  the  usurpations  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, as  tliat  of  protecting  and  defending  it  against 
violation  in  any  other  form,  or  from  any  other  quarter. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  ratifying  the  federal  constitution,  the 
States  placed  a  large  and  important  portion  of  the  rights 
>f  their  citizens  under  the  joint  protection  of  all  the 
states,  with  a  view  to  their  more  effectual  security;  but 
t  is  not  less  true  that  they  reserved  a  portion  still  larger, 
ind  not  less  important,  under  their  own  immediate  guar- 
dJanshipy  and  in  relation  to  which,  their  original  obliga- 
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tion  to  protect  their  citizens,   from  whatever  quarter 
assailed,  remains  unchanged  and  undiminished. 

But  clear  and  undoubted  as  we  regard  the  right,  and 
sacred  as  we  regard  the  duty  of  the  States,  to  interpose 
their  sovereign  power  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their 
citizens  from  the  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  acts  of 
the  Federal  Government,  yet  we  are  as  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  nothing  short  of  that  high  moral  and  politi- 
cal necessity,  which  results  from  acts  of  usurpation,  sub- 
versive of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  should 
induce  a  member  of  this  confederacy  to  resort  to  this  in- 
terposition. Such,  however,  is  the  melancholy  and  pain- 
ful necessity  under  which  we  have  declared  the  acts  of 
Congress  imposing  protecting  duties  null  and  vcdd  within 
the  fimits  of  South  Carolina.  The  spirit  and  the  princi- 
ples which  animated  your  ancestors,  and  ours,  in  the 
councils  and  in  the  fields  of  their  common  fflory,  forbid  us 
to  submit  any  longer  to  a  system  of  legislation,  now  be- 
come the  esUblisbed  policy  of  the  Federal  Government, 
by  which  we  are  reduced  to  a  condition  of  colonial  vas- 
salage, in  all  its  aspects  more  oppressive  and  intolerable 
than  that  from  which  our  common  ancestors  relieved  them- 
selves by  the  war  of  the  revolution.  There  is  no  right 
which  entors  ummpa  eaacntiftUy  into  a  juat  conception  of 
liberty,  than  that  of  the  free  and  unrestricted  use  of  the 
productions  of  our  industry.  This  clearly  involves  the 
right  of  carrying  the  productions  of  that  industry  wher- 
ever they  can  be  most  advantageously  exchanged,  whe- 
ther in  foreign  or  domestic  markets.  South  Carolina 
produces,  almost  exclusively,  agricultural  staples,  which 
derive  their  prindpal  value  from  the  demand  for  them  in 
1  foreign  countries.  Under  these  circumstances,  her  natu- 
-  ral  markets  are  abroad;  and  restrictive  duties  imposed 


upon  her  intercourse  with  those  markets,  diminish  the 
exchangeable  value  of  her  productions  very  nearly  to  the 
full  extent  of  those  duties. 

Under  a  system  of  free  trade,  the  aggregate  crop  of 
South  Carolina  could  be  exchanged  for  a  lu^r  quantity 
of  manufactures,  by  at  least  one-Siird,  than  it  can  oe  now 
exchanged  for  under  the  protecting  system.  It  is  no  less 
evident  that  the  value  of  that  crop  is  diminished  oy  the 
protecting  system  very  nearly,  if  not  precisely,  to  the  ex- 
tent that  the  aggregate  quantity  of  manufactures  which 
can  be  obtained  for  it  is  diminished.  It  is,  indeed,  strictly 
and  philosophically  true  that  the  quantity  of  consumable 
commodities  which  can  be  obtuned  for  the  cotton  and 
rice  annually  produced  by  the  industry  of  the  State,  is  the 
precise  measure  of  their  aggregate  value.  But,  for  the 
prevalent  and  habitual  error  of  confounding  the  money 
price  with  the  exchanp^ble  value  of  our  agricultural 
staples,  these  propositions  would  be  regarded  as  self* 
evident.  If  the  protecting  duties  were  repealed,  one 
hundred  bales  of  cotton  or  one  hundred  barrels  of  rice 
would  purchase  as  large  a  quantity  of  manufactures  as 
one  hundred  and  fifty  will  now  purchase.  The  annual 
income  of  the  State,  its  means  of  purchasing  and  con- 
suming the  necessaries  and  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life, 
would  be  increased  in  a  corresponding  degree. 

Almost  the  entire  cotton  crop  of  Soutii  Carolina,  amount- 
ing, annually,  to  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars,  is  ulti- 
mately exchanged  either  for  foreign  manufiictures,  sub- 
ject to  protecting  duties,  or  for  similar  domestic  mana- 
factures.  The  natural  ^alue  of  that  crop  would  be  all 
the  manufactures  which  we  could  obtain  for  it  under  a 
system  of  unrestricted  commerce.  The  artificial  value, 
produced  by  the  unjust  and  unconstitutional  legislation  of 
Congress*  is  only  such  part  of  those  manufiictures  as  will 
remain  alter  paying  a  duty  of  ^fty  per  cent,  to  the  Go- 
vernment; or,  to  speak  with  more  precision,  to  the  North- 
em  manufacturers.  To  make  this  obvious  to  the  hum- 
blest comprehension,  let  it  be  supposed  that  the  whole  of 
the  present  crop  should  be  excbaneed,  by  the  planters 
themselres,  for  those  foreign  manu&cturet  for  which  H 
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18  destined,  by  the  inevitable  course  of  trade,  to  be  ulti- 
mately exchanged,  either  by  themselves  or  their  agents. 
Let  it  be  also  assumed,  in  conformity  with  the  facts  of  the 
case,  that  New  Jersey,  for  example,  produces,  of  the 
very  same  description  of  manufactures,  a  quantity  equal 
to  that  which  is  purchased  by  the  cotton  crop  of  South 
Carolina.  We  have,  then,  two  States  of  the  same  con- 
federacy, bound  to  bear  an  equal  share  of  the  burdens, 
and  entitled  to  enjoy  an  equal  snare  of  the  benefits  of  the 
common  Ctovemment,  witS  precisely  the  same  quantity  of 
productions,  of  the  same  quality  and  kind,  produced  by 
their  lawful  industry.  We  appeal  to  your  candor,  and  to 
your  sense  of  justice,  to  say  whether  South  Carolina  has 
not  a  title  as  sacred  and  indefeasible  to  the  full  and  undi- 
tninished  enjoyment  of  these  productions  of  her  industry, 
acquired  by  the  combined  operations  of  agriculture  and 
commerce,  as  New  Jersey  can  have  to  the  like  enjoyment 
of  similar  productions  of  her  industry,  acquired  by  the 
process  of  manufacture.  Upon  no  principle  of  constitu- 
tional right,  upon  ne  principle  of  human  reason  or  justice, 
can  any  discrimination  be  drawn  between  the  titles  of 
South  Carolina  and  New  Jersey  to  these  productions  of 
their  capital  and  labor.  Tet,  what  is  the  discrimination 
actually  made  by  th«  unjuat,  uneonotitutionol,  and  partial 
legislation  of  Congress?  A  duty,  on  an  average,  of  fifty 
per  cent,  is  imposed  upon  the  productions  of  South  Caro- 
lina, while  no  duty  at  all  is  imposed  upon  the  similar  pro- 
ductions of  New  Jersey!  The  inevitable  result  is,  that 
the  manufactures  thus  lawfully  acquired  by  the  honest 
industry  of  South  Carolina  are  worth,  annually,  three 
millions  of  dollars  less  to  her  citizens  than  the  very  same 
quantity  of  the  very  same  description  of  manufactures  are 
worth  to  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey:  a  difference  of  value 
produced  exclusively  by  the  operation  of  the  protecting 
system. 

No  ingenuity  can  either  evade  or  refute  this  proposi- 
tion. The  very  axioms  of  geometry  are  not  more  self- 
evident.  For  even  if  the  phinters  of  South  Carolina,  in 
the  case  supposed,  were  to  sell  and  not  to  consume  these 
productions  of  their  industry,  it  is  plain  that  they  could 
obtain  no  higher  price  for  them,  after  paying  duties  to 
the  amount  of  $3,(K)0,000,  than  the  manu&cturers  of  New 
Jersey  would  obtain  for  the  same  quantity  of  the  same 
kind  of  manufiictures,  without  paying  any  duty  at  all. 

This  single  view  of  the  subject  exhibits  the  enormous 
inequality  and  injustice  of  the  protecting  system  in  such 
a  light,  that  we  feel  the  most  consoling  confidence  that 
we  shall  be  fully  justified  by  the  impartial  judgment  of 
posterity,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  this  unhappy  con- 
troversy. We  confidently  appeal  to  our  confederate 
States,  and  to  the  whole  world,  to  decide  whether  the 
annals  of  human  legislation  furnish  a  parallel  instance  of 
injustice  and  oppression  perpetrated  under  the  forms  of 
a  free  Government  However  it  may  be  disguised  by  the 
complexity  of  the  process  by  which  it  is  effected,  it  is 
nothing  less  than  the  monstrous  outrage  of  taking  three 
millions  of  dollars  annually  from  the  value  of  the  produc- 
tions of  South  Carolina,  and  transferring  it  to  the  people 
of  other  and  distant  communities.  No  human  Govern- 
ment can  rightfully  exercise  such  a  power.  It  violates  the 
eternal  principles  of  natural  justice,  and  converts  the 
Government  into  a  mere  instrument  of  legislative  plun- 
der. Of  all  the  Governments  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
the  Federal  Government  has  the  least  shadow  of  a  consti- 
tutional right  to  exercise  such  a  power.  It  was  created 
principally,  and  almost  exclusively,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting,  improving,  and  extending  that  very  com- 
merce, which,  for  the  last  ten  years,  all  its  powers  have 
been  most  unnaturally  and  unrighteously  perverted  to  crip- 
ple and  destroy.  The  power  to  "regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,"  was  granted  obviously  for  the  pre- 
servatkm  of  that  commerce.  The  most  important  of  all 
the  duties  which  the  Federal  Government  owes  to  South 


Carolina  under  the  compact  of  UnioOy  is  the  protection 
and  defence  of  her  foreign  commerce  against  sll  the  ese* 
mies  by  whom  it  may  be  assailed.  And  in  what  aoanoer 
has  this  duty  been  discharged?  All  the  powers  of 
the  earth,  by  their  commercial  restrictions^  aind  all  the 
pirates  of  the  ocean,  by  their  lawless  riolence,  oouJd  not 
have  done  so  much  to  destroy  our  commerce  as  has  bees 
done  by  that  very  Government  to  which  its  guardiandiip 
has  been  committed  by  the  federal  constitutiQii.  The 
commerce  of  South  Carolina  consists  in  excbaBgiBg  the 
staple  productions  of  her  soil  for  the  manufiictures  of  Ea* 
rope.  It  is  a  lawful  commerce.  It  vioUtes  the  rights  of 
no  class  of  people  in  any  portion  of  the  confederacy.  It 
is  this  very  commerce,  therefore,  which  the  coostkotioo 
has  enioined  it  upon  Congress  to  encourage,  protect,  aad 
defend,  by  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to  ac- 
complish that  object.  But  instead  of  that  proicdbm, 
which  is  the  only  tie  of  our  allegiance,  as  individual  dd- 
zens,  to  the  Federal  Government,  we  have  seen  a  g^ute 
system  of  restrictions  gradually  reared  up,  and  at  len|th 
brought  to  a  fiital  maturity,  of  which  it  is  the  avowed  ob- 
ject, and  must  be  the  inevitable  result,  to  sweep  oar  com- 
merce from  the  great  highway  of  nations;,  and  cover  our 
land  with  poverty  and  nun. 

Even  the  States  most  deeply  interested  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  protecting  system  will  admit  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  South  Carolina  to  carry  on  a  eommerce  of  ex- 
change with  foreign  countries,  free  from  resitnctioo!^ 
prohibitory  burdens,  or  incumbrances  of  any  Icind.    We 
feel,  and  we  know,  that  the  vital  interests  of  the  Stite 
are  involved  in  such  a  commerce.    It  would  be  a  don- 
right  insult  to  our  understandings  to  tell  us  that  our  inte- 
rests are  not  injured,  deeply  injured,  by  tiiose  prohihitoiT 
duties,  intended  and  calculated  to  prevent  us  iroai  obois- 
ing  the  cheap  manufactures  of  foreign  countries  for  our 
staples,  and  to  compel  us  to  receive  for  them  the  desr 
manufactures  of  our  domestic  establishments,  or  pay  the 
penalty  of  the  protecting  duties,  for  daring*  to  exeztise 
one  of  the   most  sacred  of  our  natural  rights.     'What 
right,  then,  human  or  divine,  have  the  manu&ctorii^ 
States—for  we  re^rd  the  Federal  Govemmeflt  as  a  mere 
instrument  in  their  hands— to  prohibit  South  Carolina, 
directly  or  indirectly,  from  g^ng  to  her  natural  markets, 
and  exchanging  the  rich  productions  of  her  soil,  withoot 
restriction  or  incumbrance,  for  such  fore^n  articles  as 
will  most  conduce  to  the  wealth  Mnd  prosperity  of  her 
citizens?    It  will  not,  surely,  be  pretended — for  troth  and 
decency  equally  forbid  the  alleg^6oii— that,  in  exchang- 
ing our  productions  for  the  cheaper  manufactures  of  'Eo- 
rope,  we  violate  any  right  of  the  domestic  mana£scturer5» 
however  gratifying  it  might  be  to  them,  if  we  would  par- 
chase  their  inferior  productions  at  higher  prices. 

Upon  what  principle,  then,  can  the  State   of  Sc^ 
Carolina  be  called  upon  to  submit  to  a  system  which  ex- 
cludes her  firom  her  natural  markets,  and  the  manifci: 
benefits  of  that  enriching  commerce  which  a  kind  aisi 
beneficent  Providence  has  provided  to  connect  her  vita 
the  family  of  nations,  by  the  bonds  of  mutual  interest' 
But  one  answer  can  be  given  to  this  question.     It  i§  3 
vain  that  we  attempt  to  disguise  the  fact,  mortifying  as  e 
ma^t  be,  that  the  principle  by  which  South  Carc£nai  k 
thus  excluded,  is,  in  strict  propriety  of  language,  sr^d  tj 
all  rational  intents  and  purposes,  a  principle  of  oc4cf  ^ 
dependence  and  vassulnge,  in  all  respects  identical  r.vi 
that  which  restrained  cur  forefathers  from  trading  •nth 
any  manufacturing  nation  of  Europe  other  than  Greai 
Britain.     South  Carolina  now  bears  the  same  rebtroa  to 
the  manufacturing  States  of  this  confederacy,  that  t?ie 
Anglo-American  colonies  bore  to  the  mother  coaatry, 
with  the  single  exception,  that  our  burdens  are  incom- 
parably more  oppressive  than  those  of  our  ancestors.  Our 
time,  our  pride,  and  the  occasion,  equally  forbid  us  t? 
trace  out  the  degrading  analogy.     We  leave  that  to  ihe 
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historian  who  shall  record  the  judgment  which  an  impar- 
tial posterity  will  pronounce  upon  the  eventful  transac- 
tions of  this  day. 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  attempt  to  console  ourselves  by  the 
empty  and  unreal  mockery  of  our  representation  in  Con- 
gress. As  to  all  those  great  and  vital  interests  of  the 
State  which  are  affected  by  the  protecting  system,  it 
would  be  better  that  she  had  no  representation  in  that 
body.  It  serves  no  other  purpose  but  to  conceal  the 
chains  which  fetter  our  liberties,  under  the  vain  and 
empty  forms  of  a  representative  Government.  In  the  en- 
actment of  the  protecting  system,  the  majority  of  Con- 
gress is,  in  strict  propriety  of  speech,  an  irresponsible 
despotism.  A  very  brief  analysis  will  render  this  clear  to 
every  understanding.  What,  then,  we  ask,  is  involved  in 
the  idea  of  political  responsibility  in  the  imposition  of 
public  burdens?  It  clearly  implies  that  those  who  im- 
pose the  burdens  should  be  responsible  to  those  who 
bear  them.  Every  representative  in  Congress  should  be 
responsible,  not  only  to  his  own  immediate  constituents, 
but  through  them,  and  their  common  participation  in  the 
>urdens  imposed,  to  the  constituents  of  every  otiier  re- 
presentative. If,  in  the  enactment  of  a  protecting  tariff, 
he  majority  in  Congress  imposed  upon  their  own  constitu- 
mts  the  same  burdens  which  they  impose  upon  the  peo- 
)le  of  South  Carolina,  that  majority  would  act  under  all 
he  restraints  of  political  responsibility,  and  we  should 
lave  the  best  security  which  human  wisdom  has  yet  de- 
■rised,  against  oppressive  legislation. 

But  the  fact  is  precisely  the  reverse  of  this.  The  ma- 
ority  in  Congress,  in  imposing  protecting  duties,  which 
ire  utterly  destructive  to  the  interests  of  South  Carolina, 
nbt  only  impose  no  burdens,  but  actually  confer  enricUing 
counties  upon  their  constituents,  proportioned  to  the  bur- 
lens  they  impose  upon  us.  Under  these  circumstances, 
:he  principle  of  representative  responsibility  is  perverted 
nto  a  principle  of  absolute  despotism.  It  is  this  very  tie. 
binding  the  majority  of  Congress  to  execute  the  will  of 
:heir  constituents,  which  makes  them  our  inejorable  op- 
aressors.  They  dare  not  open  their  hearts  to  the  senti- 
ments of  human  justice,  or  to  the  feelings  of  human  sym- 
sathy.  They  are  tyrants  by  the  very  necessity  of  their 
>osition,  however  elevated  may  be  their  principles  in  their 
ndividual  capacities. 

Tiie  grave  question,  then, which  we  have  to  determine, 
Ls  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State,  upon  the  awful  re- 
iponsibility  under  which  we  have  acted,  is,  whether  we 
vill  voluntarily  surrender  the  glorious  inheritance  pur- 
chased and  consecrated  by  the  toils,  the  sufferings,  and 
he  blood  of  an  illustrious  ancestry,  or  transmit  that  in- 
leritance  to  our  posterity  untarnished  and  undiminished. 
We  could  not  hesitate  in  deciding  this  question.  We 
lave,  therefore,  deliberately  and  unalterably  resolved 
:hat  we  will  no  longer  submit  to  a  system  of  oppression 
vhich  reduces  us  to  the  degrading  condition  of  tributary 
rassals,  and  which  would  reduce  our  posterity,  in  a  few 
jrenerations,  to  a  state  of  poverty  and  wretchedness  that 
vould  stand  in  melancholy  contrast  with  the  beautiful  and 
lelightful  region  in  which  the  providence  of  God  has  cast 
)ur  destinies.  Having  formed  this  resolution  with  a  full 
r'iew  of  all  its  bearings,  and  of  all  its  probable  and  possi- 
ble issues,  it  is  due  to  the  gravity  of  the  subject,  and  the 
;olemnity  of  the  occasion,  that  we  should  speak  to  our 
:on federate  brethren  in  the  plain  language  of  frankness 
md  truth.  Though  we  plant  ourselves  upon  the  consti- 
ution,  and  the  immutable  principles  of  justice,  and  in- 
end  to  operate  exclusively  through  the  civil  tribunals  and 
fivil  functionaries  of  the  State,  yet  we  wUl  throw  off  this 
oppression  at  every  hazard.  We  believe  our  remedy  to 
)e  essentially  peaceful.  We  believe  the  Federal  Govern- 
nent  has  no  shadow  of  right  or  authority  to  act  against  a 
lovereign  State  of  the  confederacy  in  any  form,  much 
ess  to  coerce  it  by  military  power.    But  we  are  aware  of 


the  diversities  of  human  opinion,  and  have  seen  too  many 
proofs  of  the  infatuation  of  human  power,  not  to  have 
looked  with  the  most  anxious  concern  to  the  possibility  of 
a  resort  to  military  or  naval  force  on  the  part  of  the  Fe- 
deral Government;  and,  in  order  to  obviate  the  possibility 
of  having  the  history  of  this  contest  stained  by  a  single 
drop  of  fraternal  blood,  we  have  solemnly  and  irrevoca- 
bly resolved  that  we  will  re&;ard  such  a  resort  as  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  political  ties  which  connect  us  with  our  confe- 
derate States,  and  will,  forthwith,  provide  for  the  organi- 
zation of  a  new  and  separate  Government. 

We  implore  you,  and  particularly  the  manufacturing 
States,  not  to  believe  that  we  have  been  actuated,  in 
adopting  this  resolution,  by  any  feeling  of  resentment  or 
hostility  towards  them,  or  by  a  desire  to  dissolve  the  poli- 
tical bonds  which  have  so  long  united  our  common  desti- 
nies. We  still  cherish  that  rational  devotion  to  the  Union 
by  which  this  State  has  been  pre-eminently  distinguished 
in  all  times  past.  But  that  blind  and  idolatrous  devotion 
which  would  bow  down  and  worship  oppression  and 
tyranny,  veiled  under  that  consecrated  title,  if  it  ever  ex- 
isted among  us,  has  now  vanished  forever.  Constitutional 
liberty  is  the  only  idol  of  our  political  devotion;  and,  to 
preserve  that,  we  will  not  hesitate  a  single  moment  to 
surrender  the  Union  itself,  if  the  sacrifice  be  necessary. 
If  it  had  pleased  God  to  cover  our  eyes  with  isnorancey  if 
He  had  not  bestowed  upon  us  -the  understanding  to  com- 
prehend the  enormity  of  the  oppression  under  which  we 
labor,  we  might  submit  to  it  without  absolute  degradation 
and  infamy.  But  the  ^ifts  of  Providence  cannot  be  neg- 
lected or  abused  with  impunity.  A  people  who  delibe- 
rately submit  to  oppresaon,  with  a  full  knowledge  that 
they  are  oppressed,  are  fit  only  to  be  slaves;  and  all  histo- 
ry proves  that  such  a  people  will  soon  find  a  master.  It 
is  the  pre-existing  spirit  of  slavery  in  the  people  that  has 
made  tyrants  in  all  ages  of  the  world.  No  tvrant  ever 
made  a  slave;  no  community,  however  small,  having  the 
spirit  of  freemen,  ever  yet  had  a  master.  The  most  il- 
lustrious of  those  States  which  have  given  to  the  world 
examples  of  human  freedom,  have  occupied  territories  not 
larger  than  some  of  the  districts  of  South  Carolina;  while 
the  largest  masses  of  population  that  were  ever  united 
under  a  common  Government  have  been  the  abject,  spirit- 
less, and  deg^raded  slaves  of  despotic  mien.  We  sin- 
cerely hope,  therefore,  that  no  portion  of  the  States  of 
this  confederacy  will  permit  themselves  to  be  deluded  into 
any  measures  of  rashness  by  the  vain  imagination  that 
South  Carolina  will  vindicate  her  rights  and  liberties  with 
a  less  inflexible  and  unfaltering  resolution,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  some  half  a  million,  than  she  would  do  with  a 
population  of  twenty  millions. 

It  does  not  belong  to  freemen  to  count  the  costs  and 
calculate  the  hazard  of  vindicating  their  rights  and  de- 
fending their  liberties;  and  even  if  we  should  stand  alone 
in  the  worst  possible  emergency  of  this  great  controversy, 
without  the  co-operation  or  encouragement  of  a  single 
State  of  the  confederacy,  we  will  march  forward  with  an 
unfaltering  step,  until  we  have  accomplished  the  object 
of  this  great  enterprise. 

Having  now  presented,  for  the  connderation  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  our  confederate  States,  the 
fixed  and  final  determination  of  tliis  State  in  relation  to 
the  protecting  system,  it  remains  for  us  to  submit  a  plan 
of  taxation  in  which  we  would  be  willing  to  acquiesce,  in 
a  spirit  of  liberal  concession,  provided  we  are  met  in  due 
time,'and  in  a  becoming  spirit,  by  the  States  interested  in 
the  protection  of  manufactures. 

We  believe  that,  upon  every  just  and  equitable  princi- 
ple of  taxation,  the  whole  list  of  protected  articles  should 
be  imported  free  of  all  duty,  and  that  the  revenue  derived 
At)m  import  duties  should  be  raised  exclusively  from  the 
unprotected  articles,  or,  that  whenever  a  duty  is  imposed 
upon  protected  articles  imported,  an  excise  duty  of  the 
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tame  rate  should  be  imposed  upon  all  similar  articles  ma' 
nufactured  in  the  United  States.  This  would  be  as  near 
an  approach  to  perfect  equality  as  could  possibly  be  made 
in  a  system  of  mdirect  taxation.  No  substantial  reason 
can  be  given  for  subjecting  manufactures  obtained  from 
abroad  m  exchange  for  the  productions  of  South  Carolina 
to  the  smallest  duty,  even  for  revenue,  which  would  not 
ahow  that  similar  manufactures  made  in  the  United  Stales 
should  be  subject  to  the  very  same  rate  of  duty.  The 
former,  not  less  than  the  latter,  are,  to  every  rational  in* 
tent,  the  productions  of  domestic  industry,  and  the  mode 
of  acquiring  the  one  is  as  lawful,  and  more  conducive  to 
the  public  prosperity,  than  that  of  acquiring  the  other. 

But  we  are  willing  to  make  a  large  oiTering  to  preserve 
the  Union,  and,  with  a  distinct  declaration  that  it  is  a 
concession  on  our  part,  we  will  consent  that  the  same  rate 
of  duty  may  be  imposed  upon  the  protected  articles  that 
shall  be  imposed  upon  the  unprotected:  provided  that  no 
more  revenue  be  raised  than  is  necessary  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  Government  for  constitutional  purposes,  and 
provided,  also,  that  a  duty,  substantially  uniform,  be  im- 
posed upon  all  foreigp:!  imports. 

It  is  obvious'  that,  even  under  this  arrangement,  the 
manufacturing  States  would  have  a  decided  advantage 
over  the  planting  States.  For  it  is  demonstrably  evident 
that,  as  communities,  the  manufacturing  States  would  bear 
no  part  of  the  burdens  of  federal  taxation,  so  far  as  the 
revenue  should  be  derived  from  protected  articles.  The 
earnestness  with  which  their  representatives  seek  to  in- 
crease the  duties  on  these  articles,  is  conclusive  proof  that 
those  duties  are  bounties,  and  not  burdens,  to  their  con- 
stituents. As  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  federal  revenue 
would  be  raised  from  protected  articles,  under  the  pro- 
posed modification  of  the  tariff,  the  manufacturing  States 
would  be  entirely  exempted  from  all  participation  in  that 
proportion  of  the  public  burdens. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  cannot  permit  ourselves 
to  believe,  for  a  moment,  that,  in  a  crisis  marked  by  such 
portentous  and  fearful  omens,  those  States  can  hesitate  in 
acceding  to  this  arrangement,  when  they  perceive  that  it 
will  be  the  means,  and  possibly  the  only  means,  of  re- 
storing the  broken  harmony  of  this  great  confederacy. 
They  most  assuredly  have  the  strongest  of  human  induce- 
ments, aside  from  all  considerations  of  justice,  to  adjust 
this  controversy,  without  pushing  it  to  extremities.  This 
can  be  accomplished  only  by  the  proposed  modification  of 
the  tariff,  or  by  the  call  of  a  general  convention  of  all  the 
States.  If  South  Carolina  should  be  driven  out  of  the 
Union,  all  the  other  planting  States,  and  some  of  the 
Western  States,  would  follow  by  an  almost  absolute  ne- 
cessity. Can  it  be  believed  that  Georgia,  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  and  even  Kentucky,  would  continue  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  fifty  per  cent,  upon  their  consumption  to  the 
Northern  States,  for  the  privilege  of  being  united  to  them, 
when  they  could  receive  all  their  supplies  through  the 
ports  of  South  Carolina  without  paying  a  single  cent  of 
tribute? 

The  separation  of  South  Carolina  would  inevitably  pro- 
duce a  general  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and,  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  the  protecting  system,  with  all  its  pe- 
cuniary bounties  to  the  Northern  States,  and  its  pecuniary 
burdens  upon  the  Southern  States,  would  be  utterly 
overthrown  and  demolished,  involving  the  ruin  of  thou- 
sands and  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the  manufacturing 
States. 

By  these  powet-ful  considerations,  connected  with  their 
own  pecuniary  interests,  we  beseech  them  to  pause  and 
contemplate  the  disastrous  consequences  whicn  will  cer- 
tainly result  from  an  obstinate  perseverance,  on  their  part, 
in  maintaining  the  protecting  system.  With  them  it  is  a 
question  of  merely  pecuniary  interest,  connected  with  no 
shadow  of  right,  and  involving  no  principle  of  liberty; 
with  us  it  is  a  question  involving  our  most  sacred  rights 


— ^those  very  rights  which  our  common  ancestors  left  to 
us  as  a  common  inheritance,  purchased  by  their  coauDoo 
toils,  and  consecrated  by  their  blood.  It  is  a  que^on  of 
liberty  on  the  one  hand,  and  slavery  on  the  other.  If  we 
submit  to  this  system  of  unconstitutional  oppremini^  we 
shall  voluntarily  sink  into  slavery,  and  transmit  that  "^o- 
minious  inheritance  to  our  children.  We  will  not,  we 
cannot,  we  dare  not,  submit  to  this  degradation;  and  our 
resolve  is  fixed,  and  unalterable,  that  a  protecting  tariff 
shall  be  no  longer  enforced  within  the  limits  of  Sealh  Ca- 
rolina. We  stand  upon  the  principles  of  everiasting  josr 
tice,  and  no  human  power  shall  drive  us  from  our  po»tioo. 

We  have  not  the  slightest  apprehension  that  the  Gene- 
ral Government  will  attempt  to  force  this  system  upon  in 
by  military  power:  we  have  warned  our  brethren  of  the 
consequences  of  such  an  attempt;  but  if,  notwithsiaiid- 
ing,  such  a  course  of  madness  should  be  pursaed,  ve 
here  solemnly  declare  that  this  syatem  of  opprrsBoa 
shall  never  prevul  in  South  Carolina,  until  none  bQt 
slaves  are  left  to  submit  to  it.  We  would  infinitely  pre- 
fer that  the  territory  of  the  State  should  be  the  cemeteiy 
of  freemen  than  the  habitation  of  slaves.  Actuated  by 
these  principles,  and  animated  by  these  sentiments  we 
will  cling  to  the  pilUrs  of  the  temple  of  our  liberties,  and. 
if  it  roust  fall,  we  will  perish  amidst  the  niins. 

J.  HAMILTON,  Jr. 
Prendeni  of  the  ConwaitiOR. 

Attest:  Isaac  W.  Hatnb,  Ckrk. 


No.  5. 

eOVSBVOR  HAMILTOV'S  MSSSAOK. 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Bepresentatwes.- 

FxLLOW-CiTizBKS:  In  meeting  you,  after  the  short  in- 
terval which  has  supervened  since  your  adjournment,  sl- 
low  me  to  tender  you  my  most  cordial  and  respectfoi 
salutations. 

At  this  annual  period  of  oar  assembling*,  it  becomei  us 
to  review  the  occurrences  of  the  last  year,  connected  with 
our  domestic  concerns,  if  not  with  a  minute  scmttnr,  at 
least  with  a  sentiment  of  fervent  gratitude  to  the  Great 
Disposer  of  human  events.  These  tributes  of  our  grate- 
ful acknowledgment  are  due  for  the  various  and  multipfi- 
ed  blessings  He  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  upon  our  peo- 
ple. Abundant  harvests,  in  every  quarter  of  our  State,  have 
crowned  the  exertions  of  our  ag^cultural  labors.  Health, 
almost  beyond  former  precedent,  has  blessed  our  homes, 
as  yet  undisturbed  by  the  frightful  ravages  of  that  new 
and  terrible  pestilence  which  has  ebewhere  made  aucb 
portentous  havoc  in  a  Isire  portion  of  the  human  fiunifr. 
Nor  have  we  less  reason  tor  thankfulness  in  surveying  cnr 
social  condition .  If  a  political  excitement,  connected  attk 
the  public  liberty  of  the  country,  has  stimulated  the  publie 
mind  to  a  degree  of  fervor  and  vigor  beyond  all  fonser 
example,  this  very  excitement  has  furnished  the  consolj| 
exponent  of  our  fitness  for  the  enjo]rment  of  thb  ineso- 
maole  blessing;  for,  in  despite  of  a  painful  exaaperaiJas 
of  public  feeling,  social  order  has  been  preserved,  andtk 
majesty  of  the  mw  has  been  supreme. 

The  officer  at  the  head  of  your  financial  departaotf 
will  give  a  detailed  expodtion  of  the  condition  of  vosr 
treasury.     You  will  perceive,  by  his  statements^  that  tbe 
receipts  during  the  last  fiscal  year  were  four  Irandrtd 
and  sixty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen  do^ 
lars  and  fifQ^-eight  cents;  and  that  the  payments  were 
three  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  four  hundred  asd 
ninety-six  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents;  and  thoit  the  di^ 
ference  between  these  two  sums,  added  to  the  sums 
wliich  we  received  on  account  of  our  claims  on  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  left  a  balance  in  the  treasury  oa  the  1st 
of  October,  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  fif^-eight  cents. 

In  our  settlement   with  the  United  States^ 
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ceired,  in  money,  one  hundred  and  fifty-aeren  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  and 
the  sum  of  forty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  and  eig^hty  cents  in  armsf  makings,  in  all,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-eig^ht  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty  cents,  which  we 
have  thus  recovered  on  account  of  these  claims.  A  fur- 
ther balance,  amounting  to  sixty  thousand  doUars,  on  ac- 
count of  arrearages  for  interest,  is  yet  due,  which  we 
should  likewise  have  received  under  the  provisions  of  an 
act  which  passed  both  branches  of  Congress,  but  it  was 
not  returned  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  prior 
to  the  adjournment  of  Congfress. 

In  this  adjustment,  which  may  be  considered  as  final, 
for  our  State  will  come  in  under  the  general  provisions  of 
the  act  in  Question,  whenever  it  is  ratified,  which  regu- 
lates the  allowance  of  interest  to  the  States  on  sums  ad- 
vanced by  them  on  account  of  the  expenses  incurred  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  it  would  be  eminently  unjust  not  to  press 
upon  your  consideration  the  strong  claims  which  the 
Comptroller  General  has  both  on  your  justice  and  libe- 
rality. I  trust  you  will  accord  to  him  remuneration  for 
the  zeal  and  industry,  and  signal  ability  which  he  dis- 
played in  the  discharge  of  the  special  duty  which  you  as- 
signed him  in  your  resolution  of  the  last  annual  session. 
Underthis  he  repaired  to  Washington,  and,  for  six  months, 
during  an  inconvenient  absence  from  his  fiimily,  dedicat- 
ed his  time  and  talents  to  the  irksome  unravelUng*,  and, 
finally,  successful  adjustment  of  these  accounts.  Such 
members  of  our  delegation  in  Congress  as  co-operated 
with  this  officer  in  this  settlement,  and  had  the  best  means 
of  witnessing  his  highly  effective  services  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  trust,  at  once  urge  and  bear  testimony  to  the 
equity  of  this  claim.  I  would  respectfiilly  suggest,  as 
the  Comptroller  has  only  received  a  sum  for  this  duty 
equivalent  to  his  personal  expenses  in  travelling  to,  re- 
maining at,  and  returning  from  Washington,  that  he  may 
be  allowed  a  reasonable  commission  on  the  amount  now 
received,  and  hereafter  to  be  received,  during  his  agency 
and  continuance  in  office. 

The  very  full  and  satisfactory  report  of  the  able  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
supersedes  the  necessity  of  my  dwelling  on  any  thing  con- 
nected with  this  institution,  but  the  encouraging  fact,  that 
after  appropriating  a  sum  deemed  amply  sufficient  to 
cover  all  bad  debts  during  the  coming  year,  the  amount 
of  120,000  dollars  has  been  transferred  to  the  sinking 
fund,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  on 
the  entire  capital  and  sinking  fund  placed  at  its  disposal. 
Permit  me,  howeyer,  to  renew  my  recommendation  that 
your  patriotic  solicitude  be  invoked,  and  your  vigilant 
superintendence  be  exercised,  over  an  institution  so  vi- 
tally connected  with  the  public  credit  of  our  State. 

You  will  discover,  by  the  report  of  the  ComptroUer, 
that  the  loan  hitherto  authorized,  of  100,000  dollars,  to  the 
South  Carolina  Kailroad  Company,  has  been  accepted  by, 
and  paid  to  that  corporation,  on  the  conditions  incident  to 
its  appropriation.  I  am  happy  to  be  able,  from  authentic 
sources  of  information,  to  announce  that  this  interesting 
enterprise  is  progressing  with  vigoT  and  success,  and  that 
its  present  operations  already  reveal  the  g^tifying  proba- 
bility that  the  auspicious  hopes  of  its  g^reat  and  diversfied 
usefulness,  which  were  cherished  at  its  commencement, 
will,  in  the  end,  be  abundantly  r«Uized.  For  a  work 
which  is  destined,  by  diminishing  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion, to  add  so  much  to  the  value  of  our  products,  and  to 
increase  our  convenience  and  enjoyments,  whilst  it  aug- 
ments our  physical  resources  and  our  domestic  security, 
I  scarcely  deem  it  necessary  to  ask  your  fostering  pa- 
tronage. 

No  circumstance  has  occurred  to  diminish  our  well 
founded  confidence  in  tJie  usefulness  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina college,  which  is  going  on  with  regularity  and  sue- 


ceM»  in  the  process  of  quaUfying  those  who  are  to  come 
after  us  to  fill  the  high  functionaries  and  offices  apper- 
taining to  the  public  weal.  That  this  fountain  of  hght 
may  diffuse  its  beams  over  our  whole  State,  and  be  felt  in 
the  wide  extension  of  literature,  science,  and  all  useful 
knowledge,  must  depend  on  your  parentid  care  and  unre- 
laxed  vigilance!  To  discharge  this  duty  is  a  debt  which 
you  must  pay,  under  a  sacred  obligation  to  posterity. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  has  been  so  frequently 
invited  to  the  subject  of  public  education,  as  administered 
through  our  free  schools,  to  our  penal  code,  and  to  our 
existing  road  system,  and  the  improvements  so  long  dear-^ 
ed  in  each  of  these  departments  of  the  public  service  have 
been  so  long  postponed,  that  1  can  scarcely  cherish  the 
hope,  at  a  period  of  such  profound  and  intense  interest 
on  another  and  absorbing  topic  of  public  policy,  connect- 
ed with  our  relations  with  the  7ederal  Government,  that 
these  subjects  will  command  your  deliberations.  They 
are  nevertheless  topics  of  great  domestic  urgency,  in 
which  the  necessity  for  reform  is  more  readily  recog^nis- 
ed  than  the  means  of  effecting  it,  except  in  relation  to  a 
mitigation  of  our  penal  code,  by  striking  from  our  sta- 
tute book  some  of  the  old  common  law  penalties  which 
yet  disfigure  it.  That  adequate  means  may  be  devis- 
ed for  securing  an  effective  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  trustees  of  the  school  fund,  for  its  useful  appropria* 
tion,  and  that  this  beneficent  sdieme  of  canring  the  rays 
of  light  and  moral  life  into  the  recesses  of"^  poverty  and 
ignorance  ma^  not  fiul,  either  through  apathy  or  neglect^ 
or  by  the  ill-judged  rashness  with  which  a  benevolent 
enterprise  may  be  abandoned  under  temporary  miscar- 
riages, susceptible  of  remedy,  is  as  much  my  earnest 
hope,  as  it  should  be  your  anxious  concern. 

Whether,  in  reference  to  public  roads,  a  commutation 
from  labor  into  money,  at  one-half  of  the  estimated  value 
of  the  labor,  to  be  placed,  as  a  permanent  road  fund,  in 
the  hands  of  the  commissioners  of  roads,  would  not  be  a 
mode  of  keeping  them  in  repair,  less  burdensome  to  the 
community,  and  much  more  effective  in  itself  is  submit- 
ted to  your  consideration. 

i  likewise  submit  for  your  deliberation  whether,  after 
the  events  of  the  last  year  in  Virginia,  some  restriction 
ought  not  to  be  placed  on  the  free  ing^ss  of  slaves 
brought  into  our  State  for  sale;  a  subject  surely  of  mo- 
mentous interest. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  you  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  (marked  A,) 
enclosing  a  statement  of  the  apportionment  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  several  States  under  the  fifth  census. 
The  expediency  of  your  acting  on  this  topic  is  so  obvious, 
as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  making  any  recommei% 
dation  on  the  subject. 

I  likewise  transmit  resolutions  (marked  B  and  C)  from 
the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  **  relative  to  the  officers  aodl 
soldiers  who  bore  arms  in  the  revolution^and  who  are  not 
entitled  to  pensions  under  any  exisliog  law,"  and  one  in 
regard  «  to  a  more  perfect  organization  of  the  militia." 

A  resolution  (marked  D)  from  the  House  of  Delegates 
of  Maryland,  b  also  hereby  transmitted. 

The  laws  and  maps  of  several  of  the  States,  which  I 
have  received  in  Uie  course  of  the  present  year,  shall  be 
deposited,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  in  the  legisla- 
tive library. 

Immediately  after  your  recent  adjournment,  at  the 
end  of  the  last  month,  a  brig,  called  the  Amelia,  bound 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  was  wrecked  on  Folly 
island,  about  fifteen  miles  distant  from  Charleston,  hav- 
ing on  board  a  crew  and  passengers,  amounting,  in  all,  to 
upward  of  one  hundred  souls.  On  the  unhappy  sufferers 
reaching  the  shore,  it  was  discovered  that  maligpumt 
cholera  had,  some  dajrs  previously,  broken  out  among 
them,  and  was  then  extending  its  ravages,  with  aUrming^ 
mortality,  among  the  survivors.    On  my  arrival  in  the 
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csity,  the  Intendant  commumcated  to  me  these  facts.  Be- 
ingp  compeUed  to  leave  Charleston  immediately,  I  request- 
ed  the  citv  authorities  to  continue  to  enforce  the  quaran- 
tine laws  in  relation  to  this  case,  and  stated  to  them  that 
I  felt  assured  you  would  indemnify  the  citjr  for  the  ex- 
penses which  might  be  incurred  in  protecting  the  health 
of  the  whole  State  from  this  dreadful  epidemic. 

A  military  guard  was  authorized,  and  stationed  at  Folly 
island,  to  prevent  all  intercourse  between  the  crew  and 
passengers  of  the  brig  and  the  citizens  of  our  State;  and 
I  am  ^ratified  to  be  able  to  state,  that,  by  the  decision  and 
judicious  measures  of  the  Intendant  and  Council,  and  the 
skill  and  intrepidity  of  the  attending  physicians,  the  infec- 
tion was  arrested,  and  confined  to  the  isUnd. 

As  the  city  authorities  acted  in  fact  as  the  agents  of  the 
State,  I  earnestly  recommend  that  the  amounts  expended 
by  the  city  of  Charleston  on  this  occasion  be  retundedf 
more  especially  as  I  cannot  but  think  that,  but  for  the 
promptitude  and  energy  of  its  public  authorities,  the  pes- 
tilence would  now  be  desolating  a  portion  of  our  State. 

It  is,  moreover,  gratifying  to  us  to  know  that  the  un- 
fortunate sufferers  were  treated  with  a  kindness  and  li- 
berality in  every  respect  comporting  with  the  benevolence 
and  hospitality  of  our  people. 

During  the  interval  between  your  last  adjournment  and 
the  period  of  your  present  meeting,  a  convention  of  the 
people  o.f  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  called,  under  the 
high  sanctions  of  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and  by 
your  authority,  « to  take  into  consideration  the  several 
acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  imposing  du- 
ties on  foreign  imports  for  the  protection  of  domestic  manu- 
factures, or  for  other  unauthorised  objects;  to  determine  on 
the  character  thereof,  and  to  devise  the  means  of  redress; 
and  further,  in  like  manner,  to  take  into  consideration  such 
acts  of  the  said  Congress  laying  duties  on  imports,  as  may 
be  passed  in  amendment  of,  or  substitution  for,  the  act  or 
acts  aforesaid;  and  also  all  other  laws  and  acts  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  passed  or 
done  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  executing  and 
enforcing  the  same,"  has  assembled,  deliberated,  decided, 
and  adjourned.  In  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  this 
high  and  sovereign  assembly,  I  send  you  the  result  of  their 
proceeding^  in  relation  .to  several  of  the  premises,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  your  action  and  co-operation 
are  required  and  demanded. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  make  special  reference  to  the  do- 
cuments, in  the  series  in  which  they  may  be  respectively 
classified.  The  paper,  marked  E,  is  a  report  of  a  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  act  **to  provide  for  the 
calling  of  a  convention,  with  instructions  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  and  especially  as  to  the  measures  proper 
to  be  adopted  by  the  convention  in  reference  to  the  vio- 
lations of  the  constitution  of  the  United  SUtes,  in  the  en- 
actment by  Congress,  on  divers  occasions,  of  laws  laying 
duties  and  imposts  for  the  purpose  of  encouragfing  and 
protecting  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other  unwar- 
rantable purposes." 

This  report  comprises  a  view  of  the  rise,  progi'ess,  un- 
constitutionality, and  oppressiveness  of  the  tariff  laws, 
and  concludes  with  submitting  an  ordinance  (marked  F,) 
entitled  <<  An  ordinance  to  nullify  certain  acts  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  purporting  to  be  laws  laying 
duties  and  imposts  on  the  importation  of  foreign  commo- 
dities." 

The  acts  thus  nullified  are  the  acts  passed  by  Congress 
on  the  19th  May,  1828,  and  the  act  passed  on  the  14th 
July,  1832.  It  is  there  declared  that  they  are  unauthor- 
ized by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  that  they 
violate  the  true  meaning  and  intent  thereof,  and  are  null 
and  void,  and  not  law,  nor  binding  on  this  State,  its  offi- 
cers, or  citizens;  and  all  promises,  contracts,  and  oblige 
tions,  made  or  entered  into,  or  to  be  made  or  entered  into, 
witli  purpose  to  secure  the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts, 


and  all  judicial  proceedings  which  shidl  be  hereafter  had  in 
affirmance  thereof^  are  ami  shall  be  held  utterly  noli  and 
void. 

The  convention  has^  moreover,  declared  tbst  the  acts 
to  enforce  this  ordinance  shall  go  into  effect  on  fbe  ist  of 
February  next;  that  in  no  case  mlaw  or  equity  shsll  their 
authority  be  called  in  question;  that  no  appeal  ihaH  be 
allowed  or  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  nor  shall  any  copy  of  the  record  be  pennilicd  or 
allowed;  that  aU  persons  now  holding  any  office  of  honor, 

1>rofit,  or  trust,  under  this  State,  (members  of  the  Legis- 
ature  excepted,)  shall  take  an  oath  well  and  truly  to  obey, 
execute,  and  enforce  this  ordinance;  and  it  coodudei 
with  a  solemn  declaration  that  *'  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  fully  uoderstood  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people  ot 
the  co-States,  that  we  are  determined  to  raaintaia  this  car 
ordinance  and  declaration  at  every  hazard,  do  further  de- 
clare that  we  will  not  submit  to  the  applicatkm  of  force, 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  reduce  this 
State  to  obedience;  but  that  we  will  c<Mmder  the  passs^ 
by  Congress,  of  any  act  authorizing  the  employmeot  of  m 
military  or  naval  force  ag^nst  the  State  of  South  CaroliRa, 
her  constituted  authorities,  or  citizens;  or  aoj  act  abol- 
ishing or  closing  the  ports  of  this  State,  or  soy  of  them, 
or  otherwise  obstructing  the  free  ingress  sndegreas  of  ves- 
sels to  and  from  the  said  ports;  or  any  other  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  coerce  the  Spde,  dut 
up  her  ports,  destroy  or  harass  her  commerce,  or  to  en- 
force the  acts  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and  vikA,  other- 
wise than  through  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  country,  as 
inconsistent  with  the  longer  continuance  of  South  Caro- 
lina in  the  Union;  and  that  the  people  of  this  State  will 
henceforth  hold  themselves  absolved  from  all  further  ob- 
ligation to  maintain  or  preserve  their  political  cooaexion 
with  the  people  of  the  other  States,  and  will  forthwith 
proceed  to  organize  a  separate  Government,  and  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  sovereign  and  independent 
States  may  of  right  do." 

It  is,  moreover,  made  your  duty  to  adopt  such  woeasarea, 
and  pass  such  acts  as  may  be  necessary  to  give  lull  effect 
to  the  ordinance,  and  to  prevent  the  enforcement  and  ar- 
rest  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  Congress  thus  nuU'ified. 
This  ordinance  has  thus  become  a  part  of  theiiindamental 
law  of  South  Carolina,  and  it,  together  wHb  a  report  and 
an  address  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  CDiarJbed  G.) 
and  an  address  to  the  people  of  th^co-States^  (marked 
H,)  setting  forth  the  motives,  the  scope  and  objects  of 
these  acts  and  doings,  were  hkewise  adopted  by  tlie  c<yn- 
vention,  and  the  Executive  of  the  State  was  directed  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  several  States,  to  be  laid  before  their  reapectire 
Legislatures;  a  duty  which  shall  be  discharged  with  is 
much  despatch  as  is  compatible  with  a  proper  preparation 
of  the  papers  in  question. 

Fellow-citizens,  the  die  has  been  at  last  cast,  and  SouA 
Carolina  has  at  len^h  appealed  to  her  ulterior  sovereignty 
as  a  member  of  this  confederacy,  and  planted  herself  up- 
on her  reserved  rights.  The  rightful  exercise  of  this 
power  is  not  a  question  which  we  will  any  longer  argue. 
It  is  sufficient  that  she  has  willed  it,  and  that  the  act  is 
done;  nor  is  its  strict  compatibility  with  our  constitatioaal 
obligations  to  all  laws  passed  by  the  General  GoreramenV 
within  the  authorized  g^nts  of  power,  to  be  drawn  in 
question  when  this  interposition  is  exerted  in  a  case  in 
which  the  compact  has  been  palpably,  deliberately,  and 
dangerously  vioUted.  That  it  bnngs  up  a  conjuncture  <d^ 
deep  and  momentous  interest,  is  neither  to  be  coooesJed 
nor  denied. 

The  crisis  first  presents  a  class  of  duties  which  «  refer^ 

able  to  ]^ourselves.     You  have  been  commanded  by  the 

(people^  in  their  highest  sovereignty,  to  ti^  care  that. 
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within  the  limits  of  this  Stfite,  their  will  shaU  be  obeyed. 
They  have  armed  you  with  the  requisite  authority,  and  on 
the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  forecast  with  which  you  dis- 
charge these  duties,  will  depend  the  tranquillity,  peace, 
liberty,  and  happiness  of  our  beloved  State.  Obedience 
to  necessary  laws,  flowing  from  a  legitimate  source  of 
public  right,  is  the  best  security  to  social  order  and  civil 
freedom.  To  leave  this  obedience  to  the  voluntary  sug- 
gestions of  public  duty  or  private  conscience,  or  to  feeble 
and  defective  enactments,  in  the  end  leads  to  extreme  ri- 
gor, or  it  brings  all  just  authority  into  derision  and  con- 
tempt. The  measure  of  legislation  which  you  have  to 
employ  at  this  crisis,  is  the  precise  amount  of  such  enact, 
ments  aS'may  be  necessary  to  render  it  utterly  impossible 
to  collect,  within  our  limits,  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
protective  tariffs  thus  nullified.  That  you  will  resort  to 
such  civil  and  penal  provisions  as  will  accomplish  this  pur- 
pose, without  unnecesftary  rigor  on  the  one  hand,  or  a 
weak  and  mistaken  leniency  on  the  other,  I  feel  so  well 
assured  that  I  shall  refrain  from  entering  into  a  detail  of 
suggestions  on  a  subject  on  which  you  are  so  much  better 
advised  than  myself  That  you  should  arm  every  citizen 
with  a  civil  process,  by  which  he  may  claim,  if  he  pleases, 
a  restitution  of  his  goods  seized  under  the  exi.<)ting  impost, 
on  his  giving  security  to  abide  the  issue  of  a  suit  at  law, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  define  what  shall  constitute  trea- 
son against  the  State,  and,  by  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties, 
compel  obedience,  and  punish  disobedience  to  your  own 
laws,  are  points  too  obvious  to  require  any  discussion.  In 
one  word,  you  must  survey  the  wiiole  ground.  You  must 
look  to  and  provide  for  all  possible  contingencies.  In 
your  own  limits,  your  own  courts  of  judicature  must  not 
only  be  supreme,  but  you  must  look  to  the  ultimate  issue 
of  anv  conflict  of  jurisdiction  and  power  between  them 
and  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  one  contingfency  in  particular,  for  which  you 
ought  to  provide,  and  that  is,  in  case  the  collectors  of  the 
customs  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  State,  under  the  in- 
structions of  the  General  Government,  should  refuse  to 
g^nt  clearances  to  vessels  outward  bound,  that  no  Injury 
should  accrue  to  our  trade,  or  to  those  who  may  be  car- 
rying on  friendly  commercial  intercourse  with  us,  the 
Governor  should,  under  such  circumstances,  be  authoriz- 
ed to  grant  instantly  certificates  of  clearance  under  the 
seal  of  the  State. 

An  enlightened  forecast  will  not,  however,  permit  you 
to  stop  here — remember  that  ours  is  emphatically  a  coun- 
try paying  an  habitual  reverence  to  the  laws.  As  little 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  as  possible. 
Every  conjuncture  must  be  anticipated  by  your  own  en- 
actments. 

From  these  legislative  provisions,  let  me  now  pass  to 
the  consideration  of  consequences,  1  trust,  of  a  remote 
and  improbable  occurrence. 

We  claim  that  our  remedy  is  essentially  of  a  pacific 
character.  When  we  set  up  this  claim,  all  we  mean  to 
say  is,  that  of  right  it  ought  to  be,  and,  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  it  shall  be  so.  To  the  peaceful  redress  af- 
forded by  our  courts,  in  the  restitution  which  they  decree, 
and -to  the  ultimate  arbitrament  of  our  sister  States,  in  a 
g'eneral  convention  assembled,  on  the  disputed  powers, 
we  look  with  confidence  to  the  adjustment  of  this  painful 
controversy.  But  the  final  issue  may  be  adverse  to  this 
hope. 

Threats  of  coercion  we  know  were  once,  in  relatior^  to 
the  probable  measures  of  this  State,  officially  promulged, 
and  public  rumor,  to  which  it  is  not  safe  for  those  in 
charc^e  of  the  public  authorities  to  be  absolutely  deaf,  has 
not  diminished  the  conviction  that  these  dispositions  may 
probably  be  yet  entertained.  Nor  ought  we,  in  a  strug- 
gle like  this,  to  rely  entirely  on  the  confidence  that  power 
will  not  be  used,  because  right  may  be  violated. 

We  must  be  prepared  for  this  alternative.    I  would, 


therefore,  recommend  that  our  militia  system,  and  its 
laws,  undergo  a  thorough  revision.  That  the  Executive 
be  authorized  to  accept,  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
&nd  its  dependencies,  the  services  of  two  thousand  volun- 
teers, either  by  companies  or  files,  as  the^  may  volunteer, 
and  that  they  be  formed  into  four  battahons  of  infantry, 
with  one  flank  company  of  riflemen  attached  to  each  bat^ 
talion;  one  squadron  of  cavalry;  and  two  battalions,  one 
of  field,  and  me  other  of  heavy  artillery:  that  these  corps 
be  organized  in  a  legionary  brigade,  and  that  the  Execu- 
tive, from  the  precincts  in  which  these  volunteers  are.  or- 
^nized,  select  the  officers  of  the  appropriate  rank  f^r 
the  several  commands.  I  suggest  the  expediency  of  th)8 
brigade  being  armed  and  equipped  from  the  public  arsie- 
nals  completely  for  the  field,  and  that  appropriations  may 
be  made  for  supplying  all  deficiencies  in  our  munitions  of 
war. 

In  addition  to  these  volunteer  draughts,  I  deem  it  safe  to 
recommend  that  the  Executive  be  authorized  also  to  ac« 
cept  of  the  services  of  ten  thousand  volunteers  from  the 
other  division  of  the  State,  to  be  organized  and  arranged 
in  regiments  and  brigades,  and  the  officers  to  be  selected 
by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  that  this  whole  force  be 
called  the  State  Guard. 

That  portion  of  tlie  claims  upon  the  General  Govern- 
ment, which  was  payable  in  arms,  amounting,  in  value,  to 
forty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
and  eighty  cents,  I  have  received  in  arms  of  various  de- 
scriptions, but  still  some  appropriations  will  be  necessary 
to  augment  our  supplies.  Provision  should  likewise  be 
made  for  mounting  some  of  our  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  a  fixed  and  annual  appropriation  made  for  the  artil- 
lery in  Charleston,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  accord- 
ing to  their  relative  expense.  I  have  ordered  the  quar- 
termaster general,  whose  report  will  be  presented  to  you, 
and  the  arsenal  keeper  at  Charleston,  the  latter  an  expe- 
rienced officer  of  artillery,  to  repair  to  this  place,  to 
attend  in  consultation  the  committees  of  your  respective 
bodies  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  their  several  de- 
partments. 

I  would,  moreover,  recommend  that  the  President  be 
requested  to  remove  the  United  States  troops,  now  in 
garrison  in  the  State  citadel  in  Charleston,  which  they 
now  occupy,  at  the  conjoint  instance  and  request  of  the 
State  and  city  authorities,  as  the  accommodations  of  that 
post  are  much  wanted  for  our  own  arms  and  munitions. 
I  would  moreover  suggest,  that,  af\er  the  citadel  is  thus 
returned  to  the  State,  and  the  public  stores  belonging  to 
the  State  are  deposited  there,  the  ma^;azine  guard  be  re- 
moved from  the  Neck' to  garrison  this  post,  and  that  a 
daily  guard  be  detached  from  it  to  the  magazine,  and  that 
the  guard  be  augmented  to  sixty  men,  and  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  its  officers,  and  general  disposition  and  or- 
ganization, he  under  the  orders  and  authority  of  the 
commander-in>chief. 

I  should  consider  myself,  gentlemen,  as  recreant  to  my 
trust,  if  I  did  not  recommend  to  you  these  provisions,  or 
the  adoption  of  those  of  much  wiser  import  that  may 
suggest  themselves  to  you,  and  which  may  be  necessary 
to  the  public  safety  and  public  honor,  however  improba- 
ble the  contingency  of  their  ever  being  required.  It  is 
not  enough  that  a  people  may  be  right  in  the  struggle 
for  their  privileges  and  liberties,  but  they  must  have  the 
means  of  securing  their  safety  by  ample  resources  for  re- 
pelling force  by  force. 

]  cannot,  however,  but  think,  that,  on  a  calm  and  dis- 
passionate review  by  Congress,  and  the  functionaries  of 
the  General  Government,  of  the  true  merits  of  this  con- 
troversy, the  arbitration,  by  a  call  of  a  convention  of  all 
the  States,  which  we  sincerely  and  anxiously  seek  and 
desire,  will  be  accorded  to  us. 

To  resort  to  force,  is  at  once  to  prefer  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union  to  its  preservation.    South  Carolina  has  de- 
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cbred  that  she  admits  of  no  arbiters  but  her  co-States, 
aasembled  with  her  in  their  sorereign  capacity.  To  deny 
to  her  this  reference*  is  to  admit  that  our  league  has  no 
consenratiTe  principle  short  of  an  appeal  to  Uie  sword. 
To  suppose,  when  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  our  ob- 
jections to  the  protective  system  is  its  unconstitutionality, 
that  this,  and  the  other  vexatious  and  conflicting  ques- 
tions of  constructive  power  which  now  convulse  the 
whole  country  are  not  susceptible  of  compromise  or  ad- 
justment in  an  assembly  of  equivalent  authority  to  that 
which  formed  the  constitution,  is  to  affirm  that  the  spirit 
of  amity  and  justice,  without  which  the  Union  would  b^ 
a  revolting  and  compulsory  league,  is  utterly  extinct. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  whatever  may  be  the  issues  of  this 
unhappv  x^ntroversy,  relying  on  the  inteUigence  and 
spirit  of  a  free  and  galUnt  people,  and  the  imperishable 
truth  and  sacred  character  of  our  rights^  let  us  advance 
with  an  unfaltering  heart  and  a  steady  step  to  the  ^- 
formance  of  our  duty  to  our  country.  On  your  debbe- 
rations  I  fervently  invoke  the  blesnngs  of  Alnughty 
God. 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  Jr. 

CoLtncBiA,  S.  C.  November  17,  1832. 

No.  6. 

OOVXBVOR  HATVX'S  SVAUOUBAL  ADDmXSS. 

FeUoW'CUizena  of  the  Senaie^ 

and  House  of  BeprtKrUaUotM: 

I  appear  before  you,  in  obedience  to  your  commands, 
to  enter  upon  the  duties  you  have  assigned  me.  The 
chief  magistracy  of  South  Carolina,  at  all  times  an  office 
of  high  digp[iity  and  trust,  has  now  assumed  an  importance 
which  might  well  induce  the  most  highly  gifted  among 
us  to  hesitate  in  taking  upon  himself  the  fearful  responsi- 
bility which  belongs  to  it.  Putting  out  of  view  the  consi- 
derations which  would  have  induced  ype,  at  any  time,  to 
denre  to  be  excused  from  this  service — a  sincere  distrust 
of  my  abilities  to  discharge,  in  a  siitisfactory  manner,  the 
various  and  trying  duties  which  must,  at  this  momentous 
crisis,  devolve  on  the  Executive,  would  have  deterred  me 
from  making  the  attempt,  but  for  the  conviction  that  eve- 
ry man  now  owes  a  duty  to  his  country,  which  he  is  bound, 
at  every  sacrifice,  to  perform,  Deeply  sensible  of  the 
high  honor  conferred  upon  me  in  being  selected  to  pre- 
side over  the  destinies  of  the  State  at  tiiis  interesting  pe- 
riod, and  feeling  myself  bound  to  defer  to  your  judgment, 
I  am  constrained  to  yield  an  implicit  obedience  to  the 
public  will,  officially  made  known  to  me  through  you. 

In  taking  this  step,  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties 
which  are  before  me.  In  a  period  of  intense  excitement* 
threatened  with  dangers  from  without,  and  embarrassed 
by  unhappy  divisions  at  home,  it  belonj^s  not  to  any 
wisdom  or  virtue,  merely  human,  to  reconcde  conflicting 
opinions,  harmonize  discordant  views,  and  meet  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  public.  Emergencies  will  probably 
arise,  concerning  which  opinions  will  be  so  divided,  that, 
act  as  he  may,  your  chief  magistrate  will  have  to  encoun- 
ter the  severest  censure  and  reproach.  Nevertheless,  I 
will  not  shrink  firom  the  task  you  have  assigned  me,  but, 
relying  with  confidence  on  your  cordial  support,  and  on 
the  wisdom  and  virtue,  courage  and  patriotism,  of  the 
people,  I  will  walk  steadily  forward  in  Uie  path  of  duty, 
indulging  the  hope  that  our  united  efforts  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  welfare,  honor,  and  safety  of  the  State,  may 
be  crowned  with  success. 

In  the  great  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged  for  the 
preservation  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  it  is  my  fixed  de- 
termination to  assert  and  uphold  the  sovereign  authority 
of  the  State,  and  to  enforce,  by  all  the  means  that  may 
be  entrusted  to  my  hands,  her  sovereign  will.  I  recog- 
nise no  allegiance  as  paramount  to  that  which  the  citizens 
of  South  Carolina  owe  to  th^  State  of  theur  ))irth  or  their 


adoption.  I  here  publicly  declare,  aiid  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tin<5ly  understood,  that  I  shall  hold  myself  bound,  by  the 
highest  of  all  obligations,  to  carry  into  full  eflfcct,  not  only 
the  ordinance  of  the  convention,  but  every  9Ct  of  the 


Legislature,  and  every  judgment  of  our  own  courts  the 
enforcement  of  whidi  may  devolve  on  the  Executive.  I 
claim  no  right  to  revise  their  acts.  It  will  be  my  duty  to 
execute  them;  wid  that  duty  I  mean,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  faithfully  to  perform. 

In  the  administration  of  the  ordinary  duties  oC  my  of- 
fice, it  shall  be  my  constant  aim,  and  eamcat  endeavor,  to 
reconcile  discordant  opinions — ^to  allay  party  animoatio 
—and,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  to  bring  all  the  citi- 
zens of  Carolina  to  regard  each  other  as  brethren  of  one 
family.  In  the  administration  of  our  criminal  code,  I  am 
firmly  resolved  to  "execute  justice;"  but  I  shall  cod»- 
vor  to  do  so  in  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  which  b- 
structs  me  that  this  shall  be  done  "  in  mercy."  I  shooH 
despise  myself,  and  feel  that  I  was  utterly  unwwtfaj  of 
public  confidence,  if  I  were  not  unalterably  detenmoed 
to  perform  this  most  painful  part  of  my  public  duty  with- 
out "  fear,  &vor,  or  affection."  The  pure  stream  of 
pubfic  justice  shall  not  be  contaminated  by  persona/  fed- 
mgs  or  party  animonties. 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  having  thus  frankly  Isid  down 
the  principles  by  which  I  intend  to  be  goferned  in  the 
adouoistration  of  the  affairs  of  the  SUte,  let  us  look  for- 
ward to  the  prospect  before  us,  in  order  thai  we  may  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  crisis  as  becomes  men,  firmly  re- 
solved to  do  our  duty  in  every  emergency.     South  Ctro- 
lina,  after  ten  years  of  unavailing  petitions  and  remoo- 
stranpes  against  a  system  of  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  which,  in  common  with  the  (rther 
Southern  States,  she  has  repeatedly  declared  to  be  found- 
ed in  usurpation,  utterly  subverrive  of  the  rights,  andfi- 
tal  to  the  prosperity  of  her  people,  has,  in  the  fece  of  the 
world,  put  herself  upon  her  sovereignty,  and  made  the 
solemn  decbu^tion  that  this  system  shall  no  longer  be  en- 
forced within  her  limiU.    All  hope  of  a  redress  of  tha 
grievance  from  a  returning  sense  of  justice  on  the  part 
of  our  oppressors,  or  firom  any  probable  change  in  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  having  fled,  nothing  was  left 
tor  South  Carolina  but  to  throw  herself  upon  her  reserv- 
ed rights,  or  to  remain  forever  in  a  condition  of  •*  colonial 
vassalage."  She  has  therefore  resolved  to  stand  upon  her 
rights;  and  it  is  for  her  sister  Statesnow  to  determine  what 
is  to  be  done  in  this  emergency.     She  has  announced  to 
them  her  anxious  desire  that  this  controversy  shall  be 
amicably  adjusted,  either  by  a  satisfiictoTy  modifica^n.  of 
the  tariff,  or  by  a  reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  a  con- 
vention of  all  the  States.    Should  neither  of  these  rea- 
sonable propositions  be  acceded  to,  then  she  will  fed 
herself  justified  before  God  and  man,  in  firmly  maintaje- 
ing  the  position  she  has  assumed,  until  some  other  mode 
can  be  devised  for  the  removal  of  the  difficulty.     South 
Carolina  is  anxiously  demrous  of  living  at  peace  with  her 
brethren;  she  has  not  the  remotest  wish  to  dissolve  the 
political  bands  which  liave  connected  her  with  the  grest 
American  family  of  confederated  States.     With  Tbomis 
Jefferson,  "  she  would  regard  the  dissolution  of  our  UaioQ 
with  tiiem  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  evil»— but  not  tbe 
greatest:  there  is  one  greater— submisnon  to  a  GoverD- 
ment  without  limitation  of  powers;"  and  such  a  G^vtrih 
ment,  she  conscientiously  believes,  will  be   our  portion, 
should  the  system  against  which  she  is  now  8tmggiiBg>  be 
finally  established  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  country. 

South  Carolina  is  solicitous  to  preserye  the  oonstitutica 
as  our  fathers  framed  it — according  to  its  true  spirit  in- 
tent, and  meaning;  but  she  is  inflexibly  detemuned  oerer 
to  surrender  her  reserved  rights,  nor  to  suiTer  the  consti- 
tutional compact  to  be  converted  into  an  inatnuDent  for 
the  oppression  of  her  citizens. 
She  cannot  bring  herself  to  believe  that,  standing  w^be 
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does  on  the  basiB  of  the  constitution^  and  the  immutable 

Srinciples  of  truth  and  justice*  any  attempt  will  be  made  by 
er  confederate  States,  and,  least  of  all,  by  the  Government 
which  they  have  created  for  special  purposes,  to  reduce 
her  to  subjection  by  military  force.  A  confederacy  of 
sovereign  States,  formed  by  the  free  consent  of  all,  can- 
not possibly  be  held  together  by  any  other  tie  than  mu- 
tual sympathies  and  common  interest.  The  unhallowed 
attempt  to  cement  the  Union  with  the  blood  of  our  citi- 
zens, (which,  if  successful,  would  reduce  the  free  and 
sovereign  States  of  this  confederacy  to  mere  dependent 
provinces,)  South  Carolina  has  solemnly  declared  would 
be  regjarded  by  her  as  absolving  her  *<from  all  further 
obligation  to  maintain  or  preserve  her  political  connexion 
with  the  people  of  the  other  States. "  The  spirit  of  our  free 
institutions,  the  very  temper  of  the  age,  would  seem  to 
forbid  the  thought  of  an  appeal  to  force  for  the  settle- 
ment of  a  constitutional  controversy.  If,  however,  we 
should  be  deceived  in  this  reasonable  expectation.  South 
Carolina,  so  &r  as  her  means  extend,  stands  prepared  to 
meet  danger,  and  repel  invasion,  come  from  what  quarter 
it  may.  She  has  warned  her  brethren  of  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  an  appeal  to  arms;  and  if  she  should  be 
driven,  in  defence  of  her  dearest  rights,  to  resist  aggres- 
sion, let  it  be  remembered  that  the  mnocent  blood  which 
may  be  shed  in  such  a  contest,  will,  in  the  great  day  of 
account,  be  required  of  those  who  shall  "per8evei*e  in  the 
unhallowed  attempt  to  exercise  an  "  unwarrantable  juris- 
diction over  us." 

If  such,  fellow-citizens,  should  be  our  lot;  if  the  sacred 
soil  of  Carolina  should  be  polluted  by  the  footsteps  of  an 
invader,  or  be  stained  with  the  blood  of  her  citizens,  shed 
in  her  defence,  I  trust  in  Almighty  God  that  no  son  of 
hers,  native  or  adopted,  who  has  been  nourished  at  her 
bosom,  or  been  cherished  by  her  bounty,  will  be  found 
raising  a  parricidal  arm  against  our  common  mother. 
And  even  should  she  stand  alone  in  this  great  struggle  for 
constitutiontU  liberty,  encompassed  by  her  enemies,  that 
there  will  not  be  found  in  the  wide  limits  of  the  State 
one  recreant  son  who  will  not  fly  to  the  rescue,  and  be 
ready  to  lay  down  his  life  in  her  defence. 

South  Carolina  cannot  be  drawn  down  from  the  proud 
eminence  on  which  she  has  now  placed  herself,  except  by 
the  hands  of  her  own  children.  Give  her  but  a  fair  field, 
and  she  asks  no  more.  Should  she  succeed,  hers  will  be 
glory  enough  to  have  led  the  way  in  the  noble  work  of 
reform.  And  if,  after  making  these  efforts  due  to  her 
own  honor,  and  the  greatness  of  the  cause,  she  is  destin- 
ed utterly  to  fail,  the  bitter  fruits  of  that  failure,  not  to 
herself  alone,  but  to  the  entire  South,  nay,  to  the  whole 
Union,  will  attest  her  virtue.  The  speedy  establishment 
on  the  ruins  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  of  a  great  consolidated  Government.  <<  rid- 
ing and  ruling  over  the  plundered  ploughman  and  beg- 
gared  yeomanry"  of  our  once  happy  land;  our  glorious 
confederacy  broken  into  scattered  and  dishonored  frag- 
ments; the  light  of  liberty  extinguished,  never,  perhaps, 
to  be  relumed;  these — these  will  be  the  melancholy  me- 
morials of  that  wisdom  which  saw  the  danger  while  yet  at 
a  distance,  and  of  that  patriotism  which  struggled  glo- 
riously to  avert  it;  memorials  over  which  repentant  though 
unavailing  tears  will  assuredly  be  shed  by  those  who  will 
discover,  when  too  late,  that  they  have  suffered  tlie  last 
occasion  to  pass  away  when  the  hberties  of  the  country 
might  have  been  redeemed,  and  the  Union  established 
upon  a  foundation  as  enduring  as  the  everlasting  rocks. 

We  may  not  live  to  witness  these  things.  To  some  of 
us  it  may  not  be  allotted  to  survive  the  republic.  But,  if 
we  are  only  true  to  our  duty,  our  example  will,  in  that 
dark  hour,  be  a  rich  le^cy  to  our  children — and  which 
of  us  would  desire  a  higher  reward  than  to  have  it  in- 
scribed upon  his  tomb,  "  here  lies  the  man  who  sacrificed 
himself  in  a  noble  effort  to  rescue  the  constitution 
Voi.  IX.— Z 


M*om  violation,  and  to  restore  the  liberties  of  his  coun- 
try!" 

Fellow-citizens,  this  is  "  our  own,  our  native  land;"  it 
is  the  soil  of  Carolina,  which  has  been  enriched  by  the 
precious  blood  of  our  ancestors,  shed  in  defence  of  those 
rights  and  liberties  which  we  are  bound  by  every  tie,  di- 
vine and  human,  to  transmit  unimpidred  to  our  posterity. 
It  is  here  that  we  have  been  cherished  in  youth  and  sus- 
tained in  manhood  by  the  generous  confidence  of  our 
fellow-citizens;  here  repose  me  honored  bones  of  our  fa- 
thers; here  the  eyes  of  our  children  first  beheld  the  light; 
and  here,  when  our  earthly  pilgrimage  is  over,  we  hope 
to  sink  to  rest  on  the  bosom  of  our  common  mother. 
Bound  to  our  country  bv  such  sacred  and  endearing  ties, 
let  others  desert  her  if  they  can;  let  them  revile  her  if 
they  will;  let  them  give  aid  and  countenance  to  her  en- 
emies if  they  may;  but  for  us,  we  will  stand  or  fall  with 
Carolina. 

God  grant  that  the  wisdom  of  your  counsels,  sustained 
by  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  our  people,  may  crown 
our  efforts  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties  with  tri- 
umphant success.  But  if,  in  the  inscrutable  purposes  of 
an  all-wise  Providence,  it  should  be  otherwise  decreed, 
l^t  us  be  prepared  to  do  our  duty  in  every  emergency. 

If  assailed  by  violence  from  abroad,  and  deserted  by 
those  to  whom  she  has  a  right  to  look  for  support,  our 
beloved  State  is  to  be  <*  humbled  in  dust  and  ashes"  be- 
fore the  footstool  of  the  oppressor,  we  shall  not  rejoice  in 
her  humiliation,  nor  join  m  the  exultation  of  her  enemies, 
but,  in  adversity  as  in  prosperity,  in  weal  and  in  wo, 
« through  good  report  and  evil  report,"  we  will  go  for 
Carolina. 

And  now,  fellow-citizens,  offering  up  my  most  fervent 
prayers  to  Him  in  whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  na- 
tions, that  he  will  prosper  all  your  measures,  and  have 
our  whole  country  «*in  his  holy  keeping,"  I  am  ready,  in 
the  solemn  form  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  to  aedi- 
date  myself  to  the  service  of  the  State. 

December  13,  1832. 


BXPLVVIK  A-CT. 


An  act  to  carry  vrUo  effed^  in  part,  an  ordinance  to  nuiUfy 
certain  acta  of  the  Congreea  of  the  United  StaUs^  ptMr- 
porting  to  be  laws  kn^ing  duiiee  on  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign eommoditie8f  pasm  in  convention  of  this  State,  at 
Cotumhia,  on  the  iwentyfaurth  day  of  Jfovember,  in  the 
year  of  cur  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two. 

Whereas,  by  the  said  orcUnance,  it  is  declared  and  or- 
dained that  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Con- 
fess of  the  United  States,  purporting  to  be  laws  for  the 
imposing  of  duties  and  imposts  on  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign commodities,  and  now  having  actual  operation  and 
effect  within  the  United  States,  and,  more  especially,  an 
act  entitled  an  act  in  alteration  of  the  several  acts  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,  approved  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
Blay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twentj'-eight;  and, 
also,  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  seve- 
ral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  approved  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two, are  unauthorized  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  violate  the  true  meaning  and  intent  thereof 
and  are  null,  void,  and  no  law,  nor  binding  upon  this  State, 
its  officers,  or  citizens:  And  whereas,  also,  by  the  said 
ordinance,  it  is  ordained  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  adopt  such  measures,  and  pass  such  acts 
as  may  be  necessary  to  give  full  effect  to  that  ordinance^ 
and  to  prevent  the  enforcement  and  arrest  the  operation 
of  the  said  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  from  and  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  February  next:  Now,  therefore,  to  car- 
ry into  effect,  in  part,  the  said  ordinance. 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
now  mctf  and  sitting  in  General  .Assembly^  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same^  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  if  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  shall 
be  seized  or  detained,  under  pretence  of  securing  the  du- 
ties imposed  by  any  of  the  said  several  acts  or  parts  of 
acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  so  annulled  by 
the  ordinance  as  aforesaid,  or  for  the  non-payment  of  any 
such  duties,  or  under  any  process,  order,  or  decree,  mesne 
or  final,  or  other  pretext,  contrary,  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  ordinance,  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  are  consign- 
ed, or  who  may  be  lawfully  entitled  to  the  possession  of 
the  same,  may,  upon  making  affidavit  of  such  seizure  or 
detention,  proceed  to  recover  possession  thereof,  and  da- 
mages, by  ah  act  of  replevin;  and  the  proceedings  there- 
in shall  be  as  in  other  cases  of  replevin,  according  to  the 
laws  and  usages  of  this  State,  except  as  modified  or  alter- 
ed by  this  act;  or  such  person  or  persons  may  proceed  in 
any  other  manner  authorized  bv  law  in  cases  of  unlawful 
seizure  or  detention  of  personal  property. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  before  the  sheriff 
shall  deliver  the  said  goods  to  the  plaintiff  in  replevin,  it 
shall  be  his  duty  to  take  from  the  said  plaintiff  a  bond, 
with  good  and  sufficient  security,  in  the  penal  sum  of  the 
full  value  of  the  said  floods,  with  the  condition  that  he  will 
prosecute  the  ssud  suit  with  effect,  and  will  well  and  truly 
abide  and  fulfil  the  final  judgment  and  determination  of 
the  court  therein. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  of  refusal 
to  deliver  the  said  goods,  or  of  removal  of  the  same  in  any 
way,  so  that  the  writ  of  replevin  cannot  be  executed,  on 
the  return  of  the  sheriff  to  that  effect,  and  an  affidavit 
made  before  any  justice  of  the  quorum  that  the  said  goods 
had  been  seized  and  detained,  and  of  the  refusal  to  de- 
liver the  same,  or  that  the  same  had  been  removed  as 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  value  thereof,  the  plaintiff  in  reple- 
vin may  sue  out  a  writ,  in  the  nature  of  a  capias  in  wither- 
nam, authorizing  and  rccjuiring  the  sheriff  of  any  of  the 
districts  of  this  State  to  distrain  the  personal  estate  of  the 
person  or  persons  refusing  to  deliver  the  said  goods,  or 
removing  the  same,  so  that  the  said  process  cannot  be  eX' 
ecuted;  and  the  sheriff  shall,  thereupon,  seize  and  take 
into  his  possession  any  personal  estate  of  tlie  defendant  or 
defendants  to  the  amount  of  double  the  value  so  sworn  as 
aforesaid,  and  hold  the  same  at  the  proper  expense  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  until  the  said  goods  are  produc- 
ed and  delivered  to  the  said  sheriff:  Provided,  That  no- 
thing in  either  clause  contained  shall  be  in  any  manner 
construed  to  deprive  the  sheriff  of  any  right  and  power 
which  he  now  has  by  law  in  the  execution  of  the  writ  of 
replevin. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  after  the  delive 
ry  of  the  said  goods  by  the  sheriff  to  the  plaintiff  in  re- 
plevin, any  attempt  should  be  made  to  recapture  or  to 
seize  the  same,  or  the  same  should  be  actually  recaptur- 
ed or  seized  under  pretence  of  securing  the  duties  impos- 
ed by  any  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  aforesaid,  or  for 
the  non-payment  of  any  such  duties,  or  under  any  pro- 
cess, order,  or  decree,  or  other  pretext,  contrary  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff,  on  affidavit  made  to  that 
effect,  to  prevent  such  capture  or  seizure,  or  to  redeliver 
the  goods  to  the  plaintiff  in  replevin,  -as  the  case  may  be; 
and  the  sheriff  shall  have  the  same  power  and  authority 
for  that  purpose  as  he  had  in  the  original  execution  of  tlie 
writ  of  replevin. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That,  if  any  person  shall  pay  any  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
either  of  the  acts  of  Congress  aforesaid,  the  person  so 
paying  may  recover  back  the  same,  together  with  the 
interest  thereon,  in  an  action  for  money  had  and  received, 
in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction:  Provided,  That 


such  action  be  brought  within  one  year  from  the  time  of 
said  payment. 

Ssc.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriiy  aforesaid. 
That,  if  any  person  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  by  vir- 
tue of  any  onier  or  execution  for  the  enforcement  or  sa- 
tisfaction of  any  judgment  or  decree  obtained  in  any  fed- 
eral court  for  duties  claimed  under  the  acts  of  Congress 
so  annulled  as  aforcaaid,  or  upon  any  other  proceeding, 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  ordi- 
nance, he  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  ptiri- 
leges  secured  to  the  citizen  in  case  of  unlawful  arrest  or 
imprisonment,  by  the  statute  made  of  force  in  this  State, 
commonly  called  the  habeas  corpus  act,  and  he  may  also 
maintain  an  action  for  such  unlawful  arrest  or  iinprisaa- 
ment. 

Sec  7.  Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  afiressad, 
That,  if  any  real  or  personal  estate  of  any  person  ^all  be 
seized  or  levied  on,  or  sold  by  virtue  o(  sny^fieri  JaeioB,  or 
other  process,  for  the  enforcement  or  satisfacticm  of  asv 
judgment  or  decree  obtained  in  any  federal  court  for  ds- 
ties  claimed  under  the  acts  of  Congress  so  annulled  as 
aforesaid,  such  seizure,  levy,  or  sale  shall  be  held  and  re- 
garded in  the  courts  of  this  State  as  illegal,  and  saeb  mie 
shall  in 'no  wise  divest,  or  in  any  manner  impair  die  title 
of  the  defendant  in  such  suit  or  action  to  the  property 
thus  sold. 

Ssc.  8.  Beit  further  enacted,  Thatifanyclerk,coinmiis- 
sioner,  master,  or  register,  shall  furnish  a  record,  or  a  copy 
of  a  record,  iu  his  office,  of  any  case  in  law  or  equity,  where- 
in is  drawn  in  question  the  authority  of  said  ordiRance,  or 
the  validity  of  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  passed  to  give 
effect  thereto,  or  the  validity  of  the  said  acts  of  Cor^ress 
or  permit  or  allow  any  such  record,  or  copy  of  such  recofd, 
to  be  taken  for  any  purpose,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  by  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand,  nor  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year,  nor 
less  than  one  month. 

Sec.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  person  shall 
disobey,  obstruct,  or  resist  any  process  granted  or  allow- 
ed by  this  act,  or  shall  eloign,  secrete,  or  wilfully  remore 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  do  any  other  act, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  same  from  being  replevied  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  tiiis  act,  such  per- 
son, his  aiders  and  abettors,  shall  be  guiJcy  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and,  upon  conviction  thereof  shai/  be  punished 
by  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  two  years,  nor  less  than  six  mon\Yis,  besides 
being  liable  to  indictment  or  other  proceeding  allowed  by 
law  for  any  other  offence  involved  in  the  commissioin  of 
said  misdemeanor. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  should  any  per- 
son, af^er  the  delivery  of  any  goods  by  the  sheriff  to  the 
plaintiff  in  replevin,  as  herein  provided,  recapture  or 
seize,  or  attempt  to  recapture  or  seize,  the  same,  unds.r 
pretence  of  securing  the  duties  imposed  by  any  of  the  se- 
veral acts  of  Congress  aforesaid,  or  for  the  non-paymea: 
of  any  such  duties,  or  under  any  process,  order,  or  »fc- 
cree,  or  other  pretext,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  aod 
meaning  of  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  such  person,  his  aid- 
ers or  abettors,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeasor, 
and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand,  nor  less  than  three  thtwsajsd 
dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceedir^  two 
years,  nor  less  than  one  year,  besides  being  liable  to  in- 
dictment or  other  proceeding  allowed  by  law  for  atiy 
other  offence  involved  in  the  commission  of  said  ftusde- 
meanor. 

Ssc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  of  the 
keepers  of  the  public  jails  in  this  State  shall  receive  ^nd. 
detain  any  person  arrested  or  committed  by  virtue  of  any 
order,  process,  or  other  judicial  proceedings  made,  bad» 
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or  issued,  to  enforce  the  payment  or  collection  of  any  of 
the  duties  imposed  by,  or  claimed  under  the  said  acts  of 
Congress,  annulled  by  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  or  on  any 
other  proceedings  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  said  ordinance,  such  keeper  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  im- 
prisoned for  a  term  not  exceeding*  one  year,  nor  less  than 
one  month,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  nor  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  shall 
also  be  liable  to  the  person  aggrieved  in  an  action  of 
trespass. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall,  knowingly,  let,  or  hire,  or  use,  or  per- 
mit to  be  used,  any  place,  house,  or  building,  to  serve  as 
a  jail,  for  the  detention  or  confinement  of  any  person  ar- 
rested or  committed  by  virtue  of  any  order,  process,  or 
other  judicial  proceedings,  made,  had,  or  issued,  to  en- 
force the  payment  or  collection  of  any  duties  imposed  by 
the  said  acts  of  Congress  annulled  by  the  ordinance  afore- 
said, or  upon  any  other'proccedings  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  ordinance,  he  or  they  shall 
be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
shall  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year, 
nor  less  than  one  month,  and  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  13.  Be  it  furi/ier  enacted.  That  no  indictment  un- 
der this  act  shall  be  subject  to  traverse. 

Sec.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fines  collected 
under  this  act  shall  be  paid  into  the  public  treasury. 

Sec.  15.  Beit  further  enacted.  That,  on  the  trial  of  any 
3uit  or  action  in  which  shall  be  in  question  tlie  ordinance 
^foresaid,  or  this  act,  the  same  may  be  given  in  evidence 
without  being  specially  pleaded. 

Sec.  16.  jaett  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  com- 
mence and  be  of  lorce  from  and  after  the  first  of  Febru- 
ary next. 


A  BILL  TO  CABBT  THE  OBDINAVCE  IKTO  EFFECT.. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection  of  t?ie  State 

of  South  Carolina, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  now  met  and  sitting  in  General  Assembly, 
That  in  case  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  anv 
}fiicer  thereof,  shall,  by  the  employment  of  naval  or  mili- 
ary force,  attempt  to  coerce  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
nto  submission  to  the  acta  of  Congress,  declared  and  or- 
lained  to  be  null,  void,  and  no  law,  in  a  convention  of 
;he  people  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  on  tlie  twenty- 
burth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
bousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,,  to  resist  the  en- 
brcement  of  an  ordinance  adopted  by  the  convention 
^foresaid,  or  the  laws  passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  or  in 
;ase  of  any  armed  or  forcible  resistance  thereto,  the  Go- 
rernor  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  resist  the 
lame;  and,  in  order  to  render  such  resistance  effectual, 
le  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  order  into 
ervice  the  whole  military  force  of  this  State,  or  so  much 
hereof  as  be  may,  from  time  to  time,^eem  necessary  and 
jroper. 

Sec.  2.  In  case  of  any  overt  act  of  coercion,  or  an  iii- 
eiition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Hates,  or  any  officer  thereof,  to  commit  such  an  act, 
nanifested  by  an  unusual  assemblage  of  naval  or  military 
urccs  in  or  near  the  State,  or  the  occurrence  of  any  cir- 
:uinstauces  indicating  the  probability  that  armed  force  is 
.bout  to  be  employed  against  this  State,  or  in  resistance 
o  its  laws,  the  Governor  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized 
o  call  into  the  service  of  this  State,  from  time  to  time, 
uch  portions  of  militia  as  may  be  required  to  meet  the 
imcrgency. 


Sxc.  S.  Cach  company  of  infantry  called  into  the  ser- 
vice shall  consist  of  sixty  privates,  four  sergeants,  and  four 
corporals;  to  be  officered  by  one  captain,  one  first  and 
second  lieutenant,  and  one  ensign;  and  each  company  of 
light  infantry  or  rifiemen  shall  consist  of  not  less  than 
forty  privates^  and  the  requisite  number  of  non-commis- 
sioned and  commissioned  officers.  Each  company  to 
choose  its  own  officers. 

Sec.  4.  Each  regiment  of  infantry  called  into  service  as 
aforesaid,  shall  consist  of  eight  companies  of  infsintry  and 
two  companies  of  light  infantry,  or  riflemen,  to  be  com- 
manded by  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  and  one 
major,  to  be  selected,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  from 
amongst  the  officers  of  their  respective  grades  in  commis- 
sion at  the  time,  in  the  brigade  or  division  out  of  which 
such  regiment  shall  be  raised;  and  each  colonel  command- 
ing a  regiment  of  volunteers  or  militia,  shall  appoint  his 
regimental  staff,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  brigadier 
generah 

Sec.  5.  That  the  Governor  be  authorized,  out  of  the 
several  brigades  or  divisions  of  the  State,  to  permit  volun- 
teer companies,  troops,  battalions,  squadrons,  and  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  artillery,  cavalry,  light  infitntry,  and 
riflemen  to  be  raised,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers,  whether  by  files,  com];M- 
nics,  or  otherwise;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  whenever,  in 
his  opinion,  the  public  interest  shall  require  it,  to  cause 
such  volunteers  to  be  organized  into  companies,  troops, 
battalions,  squadrons,  or  regiments,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  he  may  form  the  same  into  brigades  and  divisions; 
provided  no  troop  or  company  shall  consist  of  less  than 
forty  or  more  than  one  hundred  rank  and  file,  with  the 
proper  complement  of  non-commissioned  and  commis* 
sioned  officers  required  by  law;  the  field  and  general  offi- 
cers to  be  selected  by  the  Governor,  from  amongst  the 
officers  of  their  respective  grades  in  the  brigade  or  divi- 
sion out  of  which  such  regiment  or  brigade  shall  be  rais- 
ed; and  where  any  officer  already  in  commission  shall 
accept  a  command  in  any  such  volunteer  corps,  he  may 
retain  both  commissions,  and,  at  the  end  of  his  term  of 
service  as  a  volunteer,  diall  be  at  liberty  to  resume  his 
rank  and  command,  provided  that  every  volunteer  com* 
pany,  troop,  battalion,  squadron,  or  regiment,  which  shall 
offer  its  services  as  a  whole,  shall  be  so  received^  and  per- 
mitted to  retain  its  own  officers. 

Sso.  6.  The  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates,  of  every  volunteer  company,  troop,  battalion, 
squadron,  or  regiment,  which  may  be  raised,  or  whose 
services  may  be  accepted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  called 
upon  to  do  militia  duty  in  any  other  corps,  but  shall  be 
liable  to  perform,  in  their  respective  volunteer  companies, 
all  the  duties  now  required,  or  which  may  hereaner  be 
required,  of  the  militia  by  law;  and  tlie  officers  of  such 
volunteer  corps  shall,  when  acting  in  conjunction  with 
other  corps,  take  rank  according  to  the  date  of  their  re- 
spective commissions. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  volunteers  which  shall  be  raised,  or 
whose  service  shall  be  accepted  as  aforesaid,  or  any  por- 
tion thereof,  may  be  called  out  by  the  Governor,  in  any 
of  the  cases  above  mentioned,  or  other  emergency,  in 
which  he  is  authorized,  by  law,  to  call  out  the  militia;  and 
the  term  of  service  of  the  said  volunteers,  as  well  as  the 
other  militia  corps,  shall  be  six  months  from  the  day  of 
their  being  mustered  into  service,  unless  sooner  discbarg^- 
ed;  and  all  free  white  men,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  sixty,  may  be  accepted  as  volunteers;  and  all  between 
the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifly  shall  be  liable  to  be  called 
out  as  is  herein  before  provided  for. 

Sec.  8.  Whenever  any  portion  of  the  volunteers  or  mi- 
litia aforesaid  shall  be  required  for  actual  service,  they 
shall,  in  every  respect,  be  subject  to  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  sections  of  th^  act  of 
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the  General  Assembly,  ratified  on  the  94th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1818,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
militia  laws  of  this  State." 

Sxc.  9.  Jbfid  he  it  furiher  enaetedf  That  the  Governor 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  order  out  any  portion 
of  the  volunteers  and  mQitia  of  this  State  for  review,  in- 
spection, and  military  instruction,  as  often  as,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  public  service  may  require,  provided  that,  wnen 
so  ordered  out,  they  shall  not  be  kept  longer  in  the  field 
than  twelve  hours  at  any  one  time;  and  every  officer,  non- 
commissioned officer,  and  private,  shall  be  liable  to  the 
same  fines  and  other  penalties,  for  non-Attendance,  or  dis- 
obedience of  orders  while  under  arms,  as  are  now  imposed 
by  law  for  non-attendance  or  disobedience  of  orders  at 
regimental  musters:  the  same  to  be  imposed,  collected, 
and  appropriated,  as  now  provided  for  by  law  in  relation 
to  regimental  musters. 

Sxc.  10.  The  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  as  he  may 
judge  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  ten  thousand  stand  of 
aoiall  arms,  and  the  necessary  accoutrements;  the  requi- 
site quantity  of  cannon  ball,  powder,  lead*  and  other  mu- 
nitions; such  ordnance  as  he  may  deem  advisable,  and  to 
repair  and  mount  such  ordnance  now  belonging  to  the 
State  as  may  be  worth  the  expense.  The  Governor  be, 
and  he  Is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint,  from  time  to  time, 
such  assistant  staff  officers  of  the  grades  now  established 
by  law,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  act  into  complete  eifect;  and  he  is  also  authorized  to 
appoint  additional  aids-de-camp,  whenever,  in  his  opinion, 
the  public  service  may  recjuire  it:  provided  that  such  ap- 
pointments shall  not  continue  in  force  longer  than  two 
years  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sbc.  11.  ^e  t/ /ur^Aerenodecf,  That  all  the  power  here- 
in conferred,  upon  the  Governor  in  relation  to  the  accept- 
ance of  volunteers,  and  the  callinr  out  the  militia,  shall 
be  held  and  taken  to  be  applicable  to  all  cases  of  insur- 
rection or  invasion,  or  imminent  danger  thereof,  and  in 
cases  where  the  laws  of  the  State  shall  be  opposed,  and 
the  execution  thereof  forcibly  obstructed  by  combinations 
too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the  power  vested  in 
the  sheriffs  or  other  civil  officers  of  the  State,  who  may 
be  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  said  laws;  and  it  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  in  every 
such  case,  to  call  forth  such  portions  of  the  militia  and  vo- 
lunteers aforesaid,  as  may  be  necessary  promptly  to  sup- 
press such  combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  of  the 
State  to  be  duly  executed. 

Sec.  12.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  whosoever  shall 
be  sued,  impleaded,  molested,  or  prosecuted,  for  any 
matter,  cause,  or  thing,  done  or  executed,  or  caused  to 
be  done  or  executed,  by  virtue  of,  or  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  and  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  or 
may  by  the  commands,  or  in  aid  of,  or  asnstance  of  any 
person,  who  shall  do  or  execute,  or  cause  to  be  done  or 
executed,  any  matter  or  thing,  by  virtue  of,  or  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  direction  of  this  act,  and  may  plead  the  gene- 
ral issue,  and  give  this  act  an  especial  matter  in  evidence, 
in  case  the  plaintiff  should  suffer  a  discontinuance,  enter 
a  nolle  prosequi,  suffer  a  nonsuit,  or  if  a  verdict  or  judg- 
ment shall  pass  against  him,  he  shall  pay  to  every  defend- 
ant that  shall  be  acquitted,  or  for  whom  judgment  shall 
pass,  his  full  double  costs  and  suit. 

Sbc.  13.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  laws  now 
of  force,  prohibiting  the  reduction  of  beat  companies  be- 
low the  number  of  thirty,  or  the  raising  a  greater  portion 
of  certain  descriptions  of  troops  than  are  now  authorized 
within  the  limits  of  each  military  division,  be,  and  tlie 
same  are  hereby,  suspended,  so  far  as  the  operation  of  this 
act  is  concerned:  and  tliis  act  shall  continue  in  force,  un- 
less sooner  repealed,  for  two  years  from  the  passage  there- 
of, and  no  longer. 


No.  9. 


TXST  OATH  ACT. 


An  ad  eoneemingthe  oath  required  by  the  ardinanee  oaaaed 
in  convention  at  Cokimbia,  the  iweniy-fomtk  &jf  of 
November y  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ma  ihaiy-iiBo, 

Whereas,  by  the  ordinance  passed  in  convention  of 
this  State,  at  Columbia,  on  the  twenty-fourth  daj  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  csgfat  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  it  is  ordained  that  all  persons  hold- 
ing any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  civd  or  mifitary, 
under  this  State,  (members  of  the  Legialature  excepted,) 
shall,  within  such  time,  and  In  such  manner  as  the  Legx*- 
lature  shall  prescribe,  take  an  oath  well  and  trdly  to  obej, 
execute,  and  enforce  the  said  ordinance,  and  such  act  or 
acts  of  the  Legislature  as  ma^  be  passed  in  pursusnce 
thereof,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  tbe 
same;  and,  on  the  neglect  or  omission  of  any  sach  perm 
or  persons  so  to  do,  his  or  their  office  or  offices  shaO  be 
forthwith  vacated,  and  shall  be  filled  up  as  if  such  persoi 
or  persons  were  dead,  or  had  resigned;  and  no  pezsoa 
hereafter  elected  to  any  office  of  honor,  profit^  or  tms^ 
civil  or  military,  (members  of  the  Legislature  exomted^j 
shall,  until  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  provide  and 
direct,  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office^  or  be  in  any 
respect  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  thereof,  until 
he  shall,  in  like  manner,  take  a  similar  oath: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Bofre- 
sentatives,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  aamey  That  the  mm 
of  said  oath  should  be  as  follows: 

I  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  that  I  will  well  and  truly 
obey,  execute,  and  enforce  the  ordinance  to  nuIGfj  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  purportifi; 
to  be  laws  laying  duties  and  imposts  upon  the  impoHatioii 
of  foreign  commodities,  passed  in  convention  of  this  State, 
at  Columbia,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  and  all  such  act  or  acts  of  the  Legislature  as 
may  be  passed  In  pursuance  thereof,  according  to  the  troc 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  same.     So  help  me  God. 

Ssc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  lliat  the  said  oath 
may  be  administered  by  any  person  authorized  bv  law  to 
administer  an  oath,  and  likewise  by  military  ofncen  to 
those  under  their  command,  and  the  administrstron  there- 
of shall  be  authenticated  by  the  signature  of  the  person 
administering,  and  the  person  taking  tbe  same.  la  cases 
of  military  officers,  a  certificate  of  (he  oath  so  authenti- 
cated shall  be  endorsed  on  their  commisnons;  and  in  esses 
of  civil  officers,  the  person  administering  si^  ocilYi  stiaH 
make  a  certificate,  showing  the  name,  residence,  and  o& 
ficc  of  the  officer  taking  said  oath,  with  tbe  date  when 
administered;  in  the  case  of  a  civil  officer,  whose  da- 
ties  are  confined  to  a  single  district,  the  certificate  doQ 
be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  cooi- 
mon  pleas,  or  commissioner  in  equitv,  for  the  district  in 
which  the  officer  resides;  and  in  all  other  cases  the  certifi- 
cate shall  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  everj'  judge  ef 
the  court  of  appeals,  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  chancd- 
lor,  and  recorder  of  the  city  court  of  Charleston,  nor  in 
office,  shall  take  the  said  oath  at  or  before  the  time  when 
be  shall  sit  in  judgment  upon  any  case  or  matter,  civil  of 
criminal,  at  chambers  or  in  open  court,  in  which  shall  be 
question,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  aforesaid  ordinance, 
or  any  act  or  acts  of  the  Legislature  that  may  be  passed 
in  pursuance  thereof;  and  everv  civil  officer  who  beid  his 
office  at  tbe  passing  of  the  saia  ordinance  shall  take  the 
said  oath  before  or  at  the  time,  when,  in  the  execntkxi  of 
his  office,  he  may  be  required  to  perform  any  duty  ccisse- 
quent  upon,  or  in  any  wise  connected  with  the  Msd  ordi- 
nance, or  any  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof,  except  the  administering  of  an  oatb^  or  \&!D%  a 
certificate  under  this  set. 
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Ssc.  4.  And  he  itfitrther  enacted.  That  every  miUtary 
officer  who  held  his  office  at  the  passage  of  the  aaid  ordi- 
nance, shall  take  the  said  oath  berore  or  at  the  time  when 
he  shall  be  called  into  service  under  any  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature passed  in  pursuance  of  said  ordinance,  or  for  carry- 
ing the  same  into  effect. 

Sxo.  5.  jSnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Governor 
may,  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  interests  de- 
mand it,  bv  proclamation,  re(|uire  s^l  or  any  particular  of- 
ficers, civil  or  military,  within  the  State,  or  within  any 
{{articular  district  thereof,  to  take  the  said  oath  within  not 
ess  than  one  week  from  the  publication  of  the  proclama- 
tion in  the  district  in  which  such  officer  may  be;  and  such 
officer  shall  take  the  oath  within  the  time  requbed  by  the 
said  proclamation,  and  on  refusal,  neglect,  or  omission  to 
do  so  by  any  such  officer,  hb  office  shall  be  vacated. 

In  the  Senate  House,  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hunted  and 
thirty-two,  and  in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

HENRT  DBAS, 

Prerident  of  the  Senate. 
HENRY  L.  PINCKNEY, 
Speaker  of  the  Houee  of  Bepreemtativea, 


No.  10. 
psssiBBirr's  rmocAAXATXov. 

Proekmaiion  by  Jndrew  Jaekson,  Prendeni  of  the  United 

States. 

Whereas  a  convention  assembled  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  have  passed  an  ordinance,  by  which  they  declare 
**that  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  purporting  to  be  laws  for  the  impos- 
ing of  duties  and  imposts  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
commodities,  and  now  having  actual  operation  and  effect 
within  the  United  States,  and  more  especiallv"  two  acts 
for  the  same  purposes,  passed  on  the  39th  of  May,  1838, 
and  on  the  14tli  of  July,  1832,  ''are  unauthorized  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  violate  the  true 
meaning  and  intent  thereof,  and  are  null  and  void,  and  no 
law,"  nor  binding  on  the  citizens  of  that  State,  or  its  offi- 
cers: and  by  the  sud  ordinance,  it  is  further  declared  to 
be  unlawful  for  any  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
State  or  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts  within  the  same  State, 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  such  laws 
as  may  be  necessary  to  give  full  effect  to  tiie  said  ordi- 
nance: 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  ordinance,  it  is  further  or- 
dained, that  in  no  case  of  law  or  equity  decided  in  the 
courts  of  said  State,  wherein  shall  be  drawn  in  ques- 
tion the  validity  of  the  said  ordinance,  or  of  the  acts  of 
the  Legislature  that  may  be  passed  to  give  it  effect, 
or  of  the  said  laws  of  the  United  States,  no  appeal  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
nor  dudl  any  copy  of  the  record  be  permitted  or  allowed 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  any  person  attempting  to  take 
such  appeal  shall  be  punished  as  for  a  contempt  of  court; 

And,  finally,  the  said  ordinance  declares  that  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  will  maintain  the  said  ordinance  at 
every  hazard)  and  that  thejr  will  consider  the  passage  of 
any  act,  by  Congress,  abolishing  or  closing  the  ports  of 
the  said  State,  or  otherwise  obstructing  the  free  ingress 
or  egress  of  veasels  to  and  from  the  aaid  ports,  or  any 
other  act  of  the  Federal  Government  to  coerce  the  State,- 
shut  up  her  porti^  destroy  or  harass  her  commerce,  or  to 
enforce  the  said  acts  otherwise  than  tbroush  the  civil 
tribunals  of  the  country,  as  inconsistent  with  the  longer 
oontinuaace  of  South  CaroUna  in  the  Union {  and  that  the 
people  of  the  said  State  will  thenceforth  hold  themselves 
•bsolred  fh>m  all  fiirtjier  obligation  to  maiiitatii  or  pre* 


serve  their  politieal  connexion  with  the  people  of  the 
other  States,  and  will  forthwith  proceed  to  organize  a 
separate  Government,  and  do  all  other  ads  and  throgs 
which  sovereign  and  independent  States  may  of  right  do: 
And  whereas  the  said  ordinance  prescribes  to  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  a  course  of  conduct  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  thdr  duty  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  their  country,  subversive  of  its  constitution, 
and  having  for  its  object  the  destruction  of  the  Union— 
that  Union  which,  coeval  with  our  political  existence,  led 
our  fathers,  without  any  other  ties  to  unite  them  than 
those  of  patriotism  and  a  common  cause,  through  a  san- 
guinary struggle  to  a  glorious  independence — that  sacred 
Union,  hitherto  inviolate,  which,  perfected  by  our  happy 
constitution,  has  brought  us,  bv  the  favor  of  Heaven,  to  a 
state  of  prosperity  at  home,  and  high  consideration  abroad, 
rarely,  if  ever,  eaualled  in  the  history  of  nations :  To  pre- 
serve this  bond  or  our  political  existence  from  destruction, 
to  nudntaln  inviolate  this  state  of  national  honor  and  pros- 

gerity,  and  to  justify  the  confidence  my  fellow-citizens 
ave  reposed  in  me,  I,  Abtdbiw  Jaoksok,  President  of 
the  United  States,  have  thought  proper  to  issue  this  my 

Eroclamation,  stating  my  views  of  the  constitution  and 
iWB  applicable  to  the  measures  adopted  by  the  conven- 
tion of  South  Carolina,  and  to  the  reasons  they  have  put 
forth  to  sustain  them,  declaring  the  course  which  duty  will 
require  me  to  pursue,  and,  appealing  to  the  understand- 
ing and  patriotism  of  the  people,  warn  them  of  theconse- 
auences  that  must  inevitably  result  from  an  observance  of 
le  dictates  of  the  convention. 

Strict  duty  would  require  of  me  nothing  more  than  the 
exercise  of  those  powers  with  which  I  am  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  invested,  for  preservina^  the  peace  of  the 
Union,  and  for  the  execution  of  the  laws.  But  the  im* 
posing  aspect  which  opposition  has  assumed  in  this  case, 
by  clothing  itself  with  State  authority,  and  the  deep  in- 
terest which  the  people  of  the  United  States  must  all  feel 
in  preventing  a  resort  to  stronger  measures,  wlule  there 
is  a  hope  that  any  thing  will  be  yielded  to  reasoning  and 
remonstrance,  perhaps  demand,  and  will  certainly  justify, 
a  fhll  exposition  to  South  Carolina  and  the  nation  of  the 
views  I  entertain  of  this  important  question,  as  well  as  a 
distinct  enunciation  of  the  course  which  my  sense  of  duty 
will  require  me  to  pursue. 

The  ordinance  is  founded,  not  on  the  indefeasible  right 
of  resisting  acts  which  are  plainly  unconstitutional  and  too 
oppressive  to  be  endured,  but  on  the  strange  position 
that  any  one  State  may  not  only  declare  an  act  of  Congress 
void,  but  prohibit  its  execution;  that  they  may  do  this 
consistently  with  the  constitution;  that  the  true  construc- 
tion of  that  instrument  permits  a  State  to  retain  its  place 
in  the  Union,  and  yet  be  bound  by  no  other  of  its  laws 
than  those  it  may  choose  to  consider  as  constitutional.  It 
is  true,  they  add,  that  to  justify  this  abrogation  of  a  law, 
it  must  be  palpiiily  contrary  to  the  constitution;  but  it  is 
evident,  that  to  give  the  right  of  resisting  laws  of  that 
description,  coupled  with  the  uncontrolled  right  to  decide 
what  laws  deserve  that  character,  is  to  give  the  power  of 
resisting  all  laws.  For  as,  by  the  theory,  there  is  no  ap- 
peal, the  reasons  alleged  by  the  State,  f^ood  or  bad,  must 
prevail.  If  it  should  be  sud  that  public  opinion  is  a  suf> 
ficient  check  against  the  abuse  of^  this  power,  it  may  be 
asked  why  it  is  not  deemed  a  sufficient  guard  against  the 
passage  of  an  unconstitutional  act  by  Confess.  There 
IS,  however,  a  restraint  in  this  last  case,  which  makes  the 
assumed  power  of  a  State  more  indefensible,  and  which 
does  not  exist  in  the  other.  There  are  two  appeals  fh>m 
an  unconstitutional  act  passed  by  Congress — one  to  the 
judiciary,  the  other  to  the  people  and  the  States.  There 
IS  no  appeal  from  the  State  decbion  in  theory,  and  the 
practical  illustration  shows  that  the  courts  are  closed 
against  an  application  to  review  it,  both  judges  and  juron 
being  iwom  to  decide  in  its  favor.    But  reasoning  on  that 
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subject  IB  superfluous,  when  our  social  compact,  in  ex- 
press terms,  declares  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
its  constitution,  and  treaties  made  under  it,  are  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land;  and,  for  rreater  caution,  adds 
« that  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby, 
any  thing  m  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  And  it  may  be  asserted  with- 
out fear  of  refutation,  that  no  federative  Government 
could  exist  without  a  similar  provision.  Look  for  a  mo- 
ment to  the  consequence.  If  South  Carolina  considers 
the  revenue  laws  unconstitutional,  and  has  a  right  to  pre- 
vent their  execution  in  the  port  of  Charleston,  there  would 
be  a  clear  constitutional  oojection  to  their  collection  in 
every  other  port,  and  no  revenue  could  be  collected  any 
where;  for  all  imposts  must  be  equal.  It  is  no  answer  to 
repeat,  that  an  unconstitutional  law  is  no  law,  so  long  as 
the  question  of  its  legality  is  to  be  decided  by  the  State 
itself;  for  every  law  operating  injuriously  upon  any  local 
interest  will  be  perhaps  thought,  and  certainly  represent- 
ed, as  unconstitutional,  and,  as  has  been  shown,  there  is 
no  appeal. 

If  this  doctrine  had  been  established  at  an  earlier  day, 
the  Union  would  have  been  dissolved  in  its  infancy.  The 
excise  law  in  Pennsylvania,  the  embargo  and  non-inter- 
course law  in  the  Eastern  States,  the  carriage  tax  in  Vir- 
ginia, were  all  deemed  unconstitutional,  and  were  more 
unequal  in  their  operation  than  any  of  the  laws  now  com- 
plained of;  but  fortunately  none  of  those  States  discover- 
ed that  they  had  the  right  now  claimed  by  South  Carolina. 
The  war,  into  which  we  were  forced  to  support  the  dig- 
nity of  the  nation  and  the  rights  of  our  citi2ens,  might 
have  ended  in  defeat  and  disgrace,  instead  of  victory  and 
honor,  if  the  States  who  supposed  it  a  ruinous  and  uncon- 
stitutional measure,  had  tliought  they  possessed  the  right 
of  nullifying  the  act  by  which  it  was  declared,  and  deny- 
ing supplies  for  its  prosecution.  Hardly  and  unequally  as 
those  measures  bore  upon  several  members  of  the  Union, 
to  the  Legislatures  of  none  did  this  efficient  and  peaceable 
remedy,  as  it  is  called,  suggest  itself.  The  discovery  of 
this  important  feature  in  our  constitution  was  reserved  to 
the  present  day.  To  the  statesmen  of  South  Carolina  be- 
longs the  invention,  and  upon  the  citizens  of  that  State 
will  unfortunately  fall  the  evils  of  reducing  it  to  practice. 

If  the  doctrine  of  a  State  veto  upon  the  laws  of  the 
Union  carries  with  it  internal  evidence  of  its  impractica- 
ble absurdity,  our  constitutional  history  will  also  afford 
abundant  proof  that  it  would  have  been  repudiated  with 
indignation  had  it  been  proposed  to  form  a  feature  iu  our 
Government. 

In  our  colonial  state,  although  dependent  on  another 
power,  we  very  early  considered  ourselves  as  connected 
by  common  interest  with  each  other.  Leagues  were  formed 
for  common  defence,  and,  before  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, we  were  known  in  our  aggregate  character  as 
the  United  Colonies  of  America.  That  decisive  and  im- 
portant step  was  taken  jointly.  We  declared  ourselves  a 
nation  by  a  joint,  not  by  several  acts,  and  when  the  terms 
of  our  confederation  were  reduced  to  form,  it  was  in  that 
of  a  solemn  league  of  several  States,  by  which  tliey  agreed 
that  they  would  collectively  form  one  nation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conducting  some  certain  domestic  concerns  and  all 
foreign  relations.  In  the  instrument  forming  that  Union 
is  found  an  article  which  declares  that  "  every  State  shall 
abide  by  the  determinations  of  Congress  on  all  questions 
which,  by  that  confederation,  should  be  submitted  to 
them." 

Under  the  confederation,  then,  no  State  could  legally 
annul  a  decision  of  tlie  Congress,  or  refuse  to  submit  to 
its  execution;  but  no  provision  was  made  to  enforce  these 
decisions.  Congress  made  requisitions,  but  they  were 
not  complied  with.  The  Government  could  not  operate 
on  individuals.  They  liad  no  judiciary,  no  means  of  col- 
lecting revenue, 


But  the  defects  of  the  confSederation  need  not  be  de- 
twled.     Under  its  operation  we  could  scarcely  be  called  a 
nation.    We  had  neither  prosperity  at  home;  nor  conadcr- 
ation  abroad.     This  state  of  things  could  not  be  endured, 
and  our  present  happy  constitution  was  formed,  but  form- 
ed in  vain,  if  this  fatal  doctrine  prevail.     It  was  formed 
for  important  objects  that  are  announced  in  the  preamble 
made  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  whose  delegates  franaed,  and  whose 
conventions  approved  it.     The  most  important  amcmg 
these  objects,  that  which  is  pbu^  firrt  in  rank,  on  ''^bkh 
all  the  others  rest,  is,  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  Union." 
Now,  is  it  possible  that  even  if  there  were  no  exprm 
provision  giving  supremacy  to  the  constitution  and  lawi 
of  the  United  SUtes  over  those  of  the  Stateq     ran  H  be 
conceived  that  an  instrument  made  for  the  purpose  of 
*'  forming  a  more  perfect  Union"  than  that  of  the  confe- 
deration, could  be  so  constructed  bv  the  assen^led  wis- 
dom of  our  country,  as  to  substitute  tor  that  confederatkn 
a  form  of  government  dependent  for  its  existence  on  the 
local  interest,  the  party  spirit  of  a  State,  or  of  a  prev^l- 
ing  faction  in  a  State?  Every  man  of  plain,  unsophkticaied 
understanding,  who  hears  the  question,  will  give  «ofa  aa 
answer  as  wUl  preserve  the  Union.     Hetaphysical  «btfe- 
ty,  in  pursuit  of  an  impracticable  theory,  cooM  alone  have 
devised  one  that  is  calculated  to  destroy  it. 

I  consider,  tiien,  the  power  toannulalawofth«eT3n\ted 
States,  assumed  by  one  State,  incompatible  wifth  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Union,  contradicted  expresalyb^  theletta' 
of  the  constitution,  unauthorized  by  its  spirit,  inconsstent 
with  every  principle  on  which  it  was  founded,  and  de- 
structive of  the  great  object  for  which  it  was  fbnned. 

Afler  this  general  view  of  the  leading  principie,  we 
must  examine  the  particular  application  of  it  which  is  raide 
in  the  ordinance. 

The  preamble  rests  its  justification  on  these  gnnsds: 
It  assumes,  as  a  fact,  that  the  obnoxiotta  laws^  altbangh 
they  purport  to  be  laws  for  raiang  revenue,  were  in  r»d- 
ity  intended  for  the  protection  of  mana&ctores^  which 
purpose  it  asserts  to  be  unconstitutional;  that  the  itera- 
tion of  these  laws  is  unequal;  that  the  amount  raised  by 
them  is  greater  than  is  required  by  the  wants  oi  the  Go- 
vernment; and,  finally,  that  the  proceeds  are  to  be  ap- 
plied to  objects  unauthorized  b^  the  constitution.  These 
are  the  only  causes  alleged  to  justify  an  open  oppositioa 
to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  a  threat  otaecedmg  from 
the  Union,  if  any  attempt  should  be  msde  to  enforce  them. 
The  first  virtually  acknowledges  that  the  law  in  qaestioa 
was  passed  under  a  power  expressly  ^ven  by  tbe  conaVw 
tution  to  lay  and  collect  imposts;  but  its  constitationakity 
is  drawn  in  question  from  the  motives  of  those  who  passed 
it.  However  apparent  this  purpose  may  be  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  than  to  wAaix 
the  position  that  an  unconstitutional  purpose,  entertained 
by  the  members  who  assent  to  a  law  enacted  under  acoo- 
stitutional  power,  shall  make  that  law  void:  for  how  a 
that  purpose  to  be  ascertained?  Who  is  to  make  the  scru- 
tiny ?  How  oflen  may  bad  purposes  be  falsely  imputed — 
in  how  many  cases  are  they  concealed  by  Uilse  profes- 
sions—in how  many  is  no  declaration  of  motive  made.' 
Admit  this  doctrine,  and  you  give  to  tiie  States  an  uacac- 
trolled  right  to  decide,  and  every  law  may  be  annulled 
under  this  pretext.  If,  therefore,  the  absurd  and  danger- 
ous doctrine  sliould  be  admitted,  that  a  State  may  acaal 
an  unconstitutional  law,  or  one  that  it  deems  such,  it  ^^ 
not  apply  to  the  present  case. 

The  next  objection  is,  that  the  laws  in  questjon  opente 
unequally.  This  objection  may  be  made  with  traih  to 
every  law  that  has  been  or  can  be  passed.  The  visdoa 
of  man  never  yet  contrived  a  system  of  taxation  thst  vooki 
operate  with  perfect  equality.  If  Uie  unequal  operstion 
of  a  law  makes  it  unconstitutional^  and  if  all  laws  of  ibal 
description  mny  be  abrctgated  by  any  Slate  far  that 
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then,  indeed,  is  the  federal  constitution  unworthy  of  the 
slig^htest  effort  for  its  preservation.     We  have  hitherto 
relied  on  it  ss  the  perpetual  bond  of  our  tJnion.  We  hare 
received  it  as  the  work  of  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the 
nation.     We  have  trusted  to  it  as  to  the  sheet  anchor  of 
our  safety  in  the  stormy  times  of  conflict  with  a  foreigp:!  or 
domestic  foe.     We  have  looked  to  it  with  sacred  awe  as 
the  palladium  of  our  liberties,  and  with  all  the  solemnities 
of  religion  have  pledged  to  each  other  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes here,  and  our  hopes  of  happiness  hereafter,  in  its 
defence  and  support.     Were  we  mistaken,  my  country- 
men, in  attaching  this  importance  to  the  constitution  of 
our  country?  Was  our  devotion  paid  to  the  wretched,  in- 
efficient, clumsy,  contrivance  which  this  new  doctrine 
would  make  it?    Did  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  support 
of  an  airy  nothing,  a  bubble  that  must  be  blown  awaj^  by 
the  first  breath  of  disaffection?    Was  this  self-destroying, 
visionary  theory  the  work  of  the  profound  statesmen,  the 
exalted  patriots,  to  whom  the  task  of  constitutional  reform 
was  entrusted?     Did  the  name  of  Washington  sanction, 
did  the  States  deliberately  ratify  such  an  anomaly  in  tbe 
history  of  fundamental  legislation?    No.    We  were  not 
inistaken.  The  letter  of  this  g^eat  instrument  is  free  from 
this  radical  fault:  its  language  directly  contradicts  the  im- 
putation: its  spirit,  its  evident  intent,  contradicts  it.    No, 
we  did  not  err!     Our  constitution  does  not  contain  the 
absurdity  of  giving  power  to  make  laws,  and  another  pow- 
er to  resist  them.     The  sages  whose  memory  will  always 
be  reverenced,  have  g^ven  us  a  practical,  and,  as  they 
hoped,  a  permanent  constitutional  compact.     The  father 
of  his  country  did  not  affix  his  revered  name  to  so  palpa- 
ble an  absurdity.    Nor  did  the  States,  when  they  several- 
ly ratified  it,  do  so  under  the  impression  that  a  veto  on  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  was  reserved  to  them,  or  that  they 
could  exercise  it  by  implication.     Search  the  debates  in  all 
their  conventions,  examine  the  speeches  of  the  most  zeal- 
ous opposers  of  federal  authority,  look  at  the  amendments 
that  were  proposed,  they  are  all  silent;  not  a  syllable  ut- 
tered, not  a  vote  g^ven,  not  a  motion  made,  to  correct  the 
explicit  supremacy  given  to  tbe  laws  of  the  Union  over 
those  of  the  States,  or  to  show  that  implication,  as  is  now 
contended,  could  defeat  it.    No,  we  have  not  erred!  The 
constitution  is  still  the  object  of  our  reverence,  the  bond 
of  our  Union,  our  defence  in  danger,  the  source  of  our 
prosperity  in  peace:  it  shall  descend  as  we  have  received 
it,  uncorrupted  by  sophistical  construction,  to  our  posteri- 
ty, and  the  sacrifices  of  local  interest,  of  State  prejudices, 
of  personal  animosities,  that  were  made  to  bring  it  into 
existence,  will  ag^in  be  patriotically  offered  for  its  sup- 
port. 

The  two  remaining  objections  made  by  tbe  ordinance  to 
these  laws,  are,  that  the  sums  intended  to  be  raised  by 
them  are  g^reater  than  are  required,  and  that  the  proceeds 
will  be  unconstitutionally  employed. 

The  constitution  has  given,  expressly,  to  Congress  the 
right  of  raising  revenue,  and  of  determining  the  sum  the 
public  exigencies  will  require.     The  States  have  no  con- 
trol over  the  exercise  of  this  right,  other  than  that  which 
results  from  the  power  of  changing  tbe  representatives 
who  abuse  it,  and  thus  procure  redress.     Congress  may, 
undoubtedly,  abuse  this  discretionary  power,  but  the  same 
may  be  said  of  others  with  which  they  are  vested.    Yet 
the  discretion  must  exist  somewhere.     The  constitution 
has  given  it  to  the  representatives  of  all  tbe  people,  check- 
ed by  the  representatives  of  the  States,  and  by  the  Exe- 
cutive power.    The  South  Carolina  construction  gives  it 
to  the  Legislature  or  the  convention  of  a  single  State, 
where  neither  the  people  of  the  different  States,  nor  the 
States  in  their  separate  capacity,  nor  the  Chief  Mag^trate 
elected  by  the  people,  have  any  representation.    Which 
is  the  most  discreet  disposition  of  the  power  ^    I  do  not 
ask  you,  fellow-citizens,  which  is  the  constitutional  dispo- 
ntion;  that  instminent  speaka  a  language  not  to  be  mis- 


understood. But  if  you  were  assembled  in  general  con- 
vention, which  would  you  think  the  safest  depository  of 
this  discretionary  power  in  the  last  resort?  Would  you 
add  a  clause  giving  it  to  each  of  the  States,  or  would  you. 
sanction  the  wise  provisions  already  made  by  your  consti- 
tution? If  this  should  be  the  result  of  your  deliberations 
when  providing  for  the  future,  are  you,  can  you  be  ready 
to  risk  all  that  we  hold  dear,  to  establish,  for  a  temporary 
and  a  local  purpose,  that  which  you  must  acknowledge  to 
be  destructive,  and  even  absurd,  as  a  general  provision? 
Carry  out  the  consequences  of  this  right  vested  in  the 
different  States,  and  you  must  perceive  that  the  crisis 
your  conduct  presents  at  this  day  would  recur  whenever 
any  law  of  the  United  States  displeased  any  of  the  States, 
and  that  we  should  soon  cease  to  be  a  nation. 

The  ordinance,  with  the  same  knowledge  of  the  future 
that  characterizes  a  former  objection,  tells  you  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  tax  will  be  unconstitutionally  applied.  If 
this  could  be  ascertained  with  certainty,  the  objection 
would,  with  more  propriety,  be  reserved  for  the  law  so 
applying  the  proceeds,  but  surely  cannot  be  urged  against 
the  laws  levymg  the  duty. 

These  are  the  allegations  contained  in  the  ordinance. 
Examine  them  seriously,  my  fellow-citizens;  judge  for 
yourselves.  I  appeal  to  you  to  determine  whether  they 
are  so  clear,  so  convincing,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their 
correctness:  and  even  if  you  should  come  to  this  conclu- 
sion, how  far  they  justify  the  reckless,  destructive  course, 
which  you  are  directed  to  pursue.  Review  these  objec- 
tions, and  the  conclusions  orawn  from  them,  once  more. 
What  are  they?  Every  law,  then,  for  raising  revenue,  ac- 
cording to  the  South  Carolina  ordinance,  may  be  right- 
fully annulled,  unless  it  be  so  framed  as  no  law  ever  will 
or  can  be  framed.  Congress  have  a  right  to  pass  laws  for 
raising  revenue,  and  each  State  has  a  right  to  oppose 
their  execution— two  rights  directly  opposed  to  each 
other;  and  yet  is  this  absurdity  supposed  to  be  contained 
in  an  instrument  drawn  for  the  express  purpose  of  avoid- 
ing collisions  between  tlie  States  and  the  General  Go- 
vernment, by  an  assembly  of  the  most  enlightened  states- 
men and  purest  patriots  ever  embodied  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose. 

In  vain  have  these  sages  declared  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises;  in  vain  have  they  provided  that  they  shall  have 
power  to  pass  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  those  powers  into  execution;  that  those  laws  and 
that  constitution  shall  be  the  *<  supreme  law  of  the  land{ 
and  that  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  there- 
by, any  thing  in  tlie  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding."  In  vain  have  the  people 
of  the  several  States  solemnlv  sanctioned  these  provisions, 
made  them  their  paramount  law,  and  individually  sworn  to 
support  tbem  whenever  they  were  called  on  to  execute 
any  office.  Vain  provisions!  Ineffectual  restrictions!  Vile 
profanation  of  oaths!  Miserable  mockery  of  legislation! 
If  a  bare  majority  of  the  voters  in  any  one  State  may,  on 
a  real  or  supposed  knowledge  of  the  intent  with  which  a 
law  has  been  passed,  declare  themselves  free  from  its 
operation — say  here  it  gives  too  little,  there  too  much, 
and  operates  unequally — ^here  it  suffers  articles  to  be  free 
that  ought  to  be  taxcd^-there  it  taxes  those  that  oug^t  to 
be  free;  in  this  case  the  proceeds  are  intended  to  be  ap- 
plied to  purposes  which  we  do  not  approve — in  that  the 
amount  raised  is  more  than  is  wanted. 

Congress,  it  is  true,  are  invested  by  the  constitution 
with  the  right  of  deciding  these  questions  according  to 
their  sound  discretion.  Congress  is  composed  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  all  the  States,  and  of  all  tne  people  of  all 
the  States;  but  we,  part  of  the  people  of  one  State,  to 
whom  the  constitution  has  g^ven  no  power  on  the  subject, 
from  whom  it  has  expressly  taken  it  away;  we  who  have 
solemnly  agreed  that  this  constitution  shall  be  our  law; 
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we»  most  of  whom  haTO  sworn  to  mpport  it;  we  now  abro- 
gate  this  law»  and  swear»  and  force  ottiers  to  swesr,  that  it 
shall  not  be  obeyed.  And  we  do  this»  not  because  Congress 
bare  no  right  to  pass  sach  laws{  this  we  do  not  allege,  but 
because  tbejr  have  fMssed  them  withimproper  ^ews.  They 
are  unconstitattonsly  from  the  motives  of  tnose  who  psssed 
thenitWluch  we  can  never^  with  certainty,  know— from  their 
unequal  operation*  althoufffa  it  is  impossible,  from  the  na* 
ture  of  things,  that  they  should  be  equal;  and  from  the 
disposition  which  we  presume  may  be  made  of  their  pro- 
ceeds, although  that  dis^xMition  hss  not  been  declared. 
This  is  the  plain  meaning  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
laws  which  it  ablegates  for  alleged  unconstitutionality. 
But  it  does  not  stop  there.  It  repeals,  in  express  terms, 
an  important  part  of  the  constitution  itself,  and  of  laws 
passea  to  give  it  effect,  which  have  never  been  alleged  to 
be  unconstitutional.  The  constitution  declsres  that  the 
judicial  powers  of  the  United  States  extend  to  cases  aris- 
mg  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  such 
laws,  the  constitution,  and  treaties,  shall  be  psramount  to 
the  State  constitutions  and  laws.  The  judiciary  act  pre- 
scribes the  mode  by  which  the  esse  may  be  brought  be- 
fore a  court  of  the  United  States,  by  appeal,  when  a  State 
tribunal  shall  decide  against  this  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  ordinance  declares  there  shall  be  no  appeal; 
makes  the  State  law  paramount  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States;  forces  judges  and  jurors  to 
swear  that  they  will  disregard  their  provisions;  and  even 
makes  it  penal' in  a  suitor  to  attempt  relief  by  appeal.  It 
further  declares  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States,  or  of  that  State,  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  duties  imposed  by  the  revenue  laws 
within  Its  limits. 

Here  is  a  law  of  the  United  States,  not  even  pretended 
to  be  unconstitutionsl,  repealed  by  the  authority  of  a 
small  majority  of  the  voters  of  a  single  State.    Here  is  a 

K revision  of  the  constitution  which  is  solemnly  abrogated 
y  the  same  authority. 

On  such  expositions  and  reasonings,  the  ordinance 
grounds  not  only  an  assertion  of  the  right  to  annul  the 
laws  of  which  it  complains,  but  to  enforce  it  by  a  threat 
of  seceding  from  the  Union  if  any  attempt  is  made  to  exe- 
cute them. 

This  right  to  secede  is  deduced  from  the  nature  of  the 
constitution,  which,  they  say,  is  a  compact  between  sove- 
reign States,  who  have  preserved  their  whole  sovereignty, 
and,  therefore,  are  subject  to  no  superior;  that,  because 
they  made  the  compact,  they  can  break  it  when,  in  their 
opinion,  it  has  been  departed  from  by  the  other  States. 
Fallacious  as  this  course  of  reasoning  is,  it  enlists  State 
pride,  and  finds  advocates  in  the  honest  prejudices  of 
those  who  have  not  studied  the  nature  of  our  Government 
sufficiently  to  see  the  radical  error  on  which  it  rests. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  formed  the  constitu- 
tion, acting  through  the  State  Legiriatures  in  making  Uie 
compact,  to  meet  and  discuss  its  provisions,  and  acting  in 
separate  conventions  when  they  ratified  those  provisions: 
but  the  terms  used  in  its  construction  show  it  to  be  a 
Government  in  which  the  people  of  all  the  States  collec- 
tively are  represented.  We  are  one  people  in  the  choice 
of  the  President  and  Vice  President.  Here  the  States 
have  no  other  agency  than  to  direct  the  mode  in  which 
the  votes  shall  be  given.  The  candidates  having  the  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  are  chosen.  The  electors  of  a  ma- 
jority of  States  may  have  ffiven  their  votes  for  one  candi- 
date, and  yet  another  may  be  chosen.  The  people,  then, 
and  not  the  States,  are  represented  in  the  Executive 
branch. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  there  is  this  differ- 
ence, that  the  people  or  one  State  do  not,  as  in  the  case 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  all  vote  for  the  same 
officers.  The  people  of  all  the  States  do  not  vqte  for  all 
the  members,  each  State  dectiog  only  its  own  represen- 


tatives. But  this  creates  no  material  distinction.  When 
chosen,  they  are  all  representatives  of  the  Umted  SIsies, 
not  representatives  or  the  particular  State  from  which 
they  come.  They  are  paid  by  the  United  States  not  by 
the  State,  nor  are  they  accountable  to  it  for  say  act  done 
in  the  performance  of  their  legislative  fiinctions;  and 
however  they  may  in  practice,  as  it  is  their  do^  to  do, 
consult  and  prefer  the  interests  of  their  pariiousr  con- 
stituents when  they  come  in  conflict  with  any  odicr  par- 
tial or  local  interest,  yet  it  is  tiieir  first  and  highest  dntj, 
as  representatives  of  the  United  States^  to  premole  the 
genenlgood. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  then  forms  a  Go- 
vernment, not  a  league;  and  whether  it  be  fomed  by 
compact  between  the  States,  or  in  any  other  manner,  its 
character  is  the  same.  It  is  a  Government  in  which  lU 
the  people  are  represented,  which  operates  directly  as 
the  people  individually,  not  npon  the  States  flieyretBn- 
ed  aU  the  power  they  did  not  grant.  But  each  Sttie 
having  expressljr  parted  with  so  many  powers  as  to  coa- 
stitute,  jointiy  witn  the  other  States,  a  single  nation,  csa- 
not,  fh>m  that  period,  possess  any  right  to  secede,  be- 
cause such  secession  does  not  break  a  leagae^  bat  datroyi 
the  unity  of  a  nation;  and  any  injury  to  that  ontty  if  not 
only  a  breach  which  would  result  from  the  oonCmrention 
of  a  compact,  but  it  is  an  offence  against  the  whofe  Umon. 
To  say  that  any  State  may  at  pleasure  secede  from  the 
Union,  is  to  sav  that  the  United  States  are  not  &  natioD; 
because  it  would  be  a  solecism  to  contend  thai  any  pait 
of  a  nation  might  dissolve  its  conneadon  with  the  otiier 
psrts,  to  their  injury  or  ruin,  without  comndttiqg  soy 
offence.  Secession,  like  any  other  rcvolationaij  act, 
may  be  morally  justified  by  the  extrenuty  of  oppresBoa; 
but  to  call  it  a  constitutional  right,  is  confounding  the 
meaning  of  terms;  and  can  only  be  done  through  gros 
error,  or  to  deceive  those  who  are  willing  to  asKrt  a 
right,  but  would  pause  before  they  made  &  rerolntioa,  or 
incur  the  penalties  consequent  on  a  fidlure. 

Because  the  Union  was  formed  by  compact,  it  is  sud 
the  parties  to  that  compact  may,  when  they  fed  them- 
selves aggrieved,  depart  from  it:  but  it  is  predseJy  be- 
cause it  IS  a  compact  that  they  cannot.  A  compact  is  an 
agreement  or  binding  obligation.  It  may  by  iti  termi 
have  a  sanction  or  penslty  for  its  breach,  or  it  may  not 
If  it  contuns  no  sanction,  it  may  be  broken  with  no  other 
consequence  than  mond  guilt:  if  it  hsve  a  mpction,  then 
jthe  breach  ensures  the  destgnaled  or  implied  penalty. 
A  league  between  independent  nations,  generally,  btks  no 
sanction  other  than  a  moral  one;  or  if  Vt  shouild  conftaixk  a 
penalty,  as  Uiere  is  no  common  superior,  it  cannot  be  en- 
forced. A  Government,  on  the  contrary,  ahraya  has  a 
sanction,  express  or  implied;  and,  in  our  case»  it  ia  bed 
necessarily  implied  and  expressly  given.  An  attempt,  by 
force  of  arms,  to  destroy  a  Government,  ia  an  offence  bf 
whatever  means  the  constitutional  compact  may  have 
been  formed,  and  such  Government  has  the  right,  by  the 
law  of  self-defence,  to  pass  acts  for  punishing  the  offes- 
der,  unless  that  right  is  modified,  restrained,  or  rtmatei 
by  the  constitutional  act.  In  our  system,  although  it  is 
modified  in  the  case  of  tresson,  yet  authority  is  expresdf 
given  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  its  powers  'a&: 
effect,  and,  under  this  grant,  provision  has  been  made  kt 
punishing  sets  which  obstruct  the  due  adminiatratiaa  of 
thelavrs. 

It  would  seem  superfluous  to  add  any  thing*  to  Aow  die 
nature  of  that  union  which  connects  us;  but,  aa  orgneoas 
opinions  on  this  subject  are  the  foundation  id  doctriars 
the  most  destructive  to  our  peace^  I  must  give  some  far- 
ther development  to  my  views  on  this  subject.  Ko  sne^ 
fellow-citizens,  has  a  hi^er  reverence  for  the  icsuied 
rights  of  the  States  than  the  magistrate  who  now  ad- 
dresses you.  No  one  would  make  greater  pcrsossiL  8&- 
—-"--  or  official  exextions^  to  defend  them  from  noLa- 
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tioii;  but  equal  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent,  on  their 
part,  an  improper  interference  with,  or  resumption  of, 
the  rigfhts  they  have  vested  in  the  nation.  The  line  has 
not  been  so  distinctly  drawn  as  to  avoid  doubts  in  some 
cases  of  the  exercise  of  power.  Men  of  the  best  in- 
tentions and  soundest  views  may  differ  in  their  construc- 
tion of  some  parts  of  the  constitution;  but  there  are  others 
on  which  dispassionate  reflection  can  leave  no  doubt.  Of 
this  nature  appears  to  be  the  assumed  right  of  secession. 
It  treats,  as  we  have  seen,  on  the  alleged  undivided  so- 
vereignty of  the  States,  and  on  their  having  formed,  in 
this  sovereign  capacity,  a  compact  which  is  called  the 
constitution,  from  which,  because  they  made  it,  they  have 
the  right  to  secede.  Both  of  these  positions  are  errone- 
ous, and  some  of  the  arguments  to  prove  them  so  have 
been  anticipated. 

The  States  severally  have  not  retained  their  entire  so- 
vereignty. It  has  been  shown  that,  in  becoming  parts  of 
\  nation,  not  members  of  a  league,  they  surrendered 
many  of  their  essential  parts  of  sovereignty.  The  right 
to  make  treaties,  declare  war,  levy  taxes,  exercise  exclu- 
sive judicial  and  legislative  powers,  were  all  of  them  func- 
tions of  sovereign  power.  The  States,  then,  for  all  these 
purposes,  were  no  longer  sovereign.  The  allegiance  of 
:heir  citizens  was  transferred,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States:  they  became  American 
;itizens,  and  owed  obedience  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  laws  made  in  conformity  with  the 
powers  it  vested  in  Congress.  This  last  position  has  not 
)een,  and  cannot  be  denied.  How  then  can  that  State 
>e  said  to  be  sovereign  and  independent,  whose  citizens 
->we  obedience  to  laws  not  made  by  it,  and  whose  magis- 
irates  are  sworn  to  disregard  those  laws  when  they  come 
n  conflict  with  those  passed  by  another?  What  shows 
conclusively  that  the  States  cannot  be  said  to  have  re- 
lervcd  an  undivided  sovereignty,  is,  that  they  expressly 
:eded  the  right  to  punish  treason,  not  treason  against 
heir  separate  power,  but  treason  against  the  United 
states.  Treason  is  an  offence  against  sovereignty,  and 
sovereignty  must  reside  with  the  power  to  punish  it. 
)ut  the  reserved  riglits  of  the  States  are  not  less  sacred 
»ecause  they  have,  for  their  common  interest,  made  the 
General  Government  the  depository  of  these  powers. 

The  unity  of  our  political  character  (as  has  been  shown 
or  another  purpose)  commenced  with  its  very  existence. 
Jndcr  the  royal  Government  we  had  no  separate  charac- 
er:  our  opposition  to  its  oppressions  began  as  United 
>olonies.  SVe  were  the  United  States  under  the  con- 
ederation,  and  the  name  was  perpetuated,  and  the  Union 
endered  more  perfect,  by  the  federal  constitution.  In 
lone  of  these  stages  did  we  consider  ourselves  in  any 
»tlier  light  than  as  forming  one  nation.  Treaties  and  al- 
iances  were  made  in  the  name  of  all.  Troops  were 
aised  for  the  joint  defence.  How,  then,  with  all  these 
>roof5  that  under  all  changes  of  our  position  we  had, 
or  designated  purposes  and  defined  powers,  created  Na- 
ional  Governments;  how  is  it,  that  the  most  perfect  of 
hose  several  modes  of  union  should  now  be  considered 
i)  a  mere  league  that  may  be  dissolved  at  pleasure?  It  is 
rom  an  abuse  of  terms.  Compact  is  used  as  synonymous 
/ith  league,  although  tlie  true  term  is  not  employed,  be- 
ause  it  would  at  once  show  the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning, 
t  would  not  do  to  say  our  constitution  was  only  a  league, 
ut  it  is  labored  to  prove  it  a  compact,  (which  in  one 
t2nse  it  is,)  and  then  to  argue  that  as  a  league  is^a  com- 
ae t,  every  compact  between  nations  must  of  course  be 

league,  and  that  from  such  an  engagement  every  sove- 
eign  power  has  a  right  to  secede.  But  it  has  been 
lown  that,  in  this  sense,  the  States  are  not  sovereign,  and 
lat  even  if  they  were,  and  the  national  constitution  had 
een  formed  by  compact,  there  would  be  no  right  in  any 
n<»  State  to  exonerate  itself  from  its  obligations. 

So  obvious  arc  the  reasons  which  forbid  this  secession, 
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that  it  is  necessary  only  to  allude  to  them.     The  Union 
was  formed  for  the  benefit  of  all.    It  was  produced  by 
mutual  sacrifices  of  interests  and  opinions.     Can  those  sa- 
crifices be  recalled?  Can  the  States,  who  magnanimously 
surrendered  their  title  to  the  territories  of  the  West,  recall 
the  grant  ?     Will  the  inhabitants  of  the  inland  States  agree 
to  pay  the  duties  that  may  be  imposed  without  their  as- 
sent by  those  on  the  Atlantic  or  the  Gulf,  for  their  own 
benefit?    Shall  there  be  a  free  port  in  one  State,  and 
onerous  duties  in  another?    No  one  believes  that  any 
right  exists  in  a  single  State  tO' involve  all  the  others  in 
these  and  countless  other  evils,  contrary  to  the  engag^^ 
ments  solemnly  made.     Every  one  must  see  that  Uie 
other  States,  in  self-defence,  must  oppose  it  at  all  hazards. 
These  are  the  alternatives  that  are  presented  by  the 
convention:  a  repeal  of  all  the  acts  for  raising  revenue, 
leaving  the  Government  without  the  means  of  support,  or 
an  acquiescence  in  the  dissolution  of  our  Union  by  the 
secession  of  one  of  its  members.     When  the  first  was 
roposed,  it  was  known  that  it  could  not  be  listened  to 
or  a  moment.     It  was  known,-  if  force  was  applied  to  op- 
pose the  execution  of  the  laws,  that  it  must  be  repelled 
by  force;  that  Cong^ss  could  not,  without  involving  it- 
self in  disgrace,  and  the  country  in  ruin,  accede  to  the 
proposition:  and  yet,  if  this  is  not  done  in  a  given  day,  or 
if  any  attempt  is  made  to  execute  the  laws,  the  State  is, 
by  the  ordinance,  declared  to  be  out  of  the  Union.     The 
majority  of  a  convention  assembled  for  the  purpose,  have 
dictated  these  terms,  or  rather  tliis  rejection  of  all  terms, 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina.     It  is  true 
that  the  Governor  of  the  State  speaks  of  the  submission 
of  their  grievances  to  a  convention  of  all  the  States,  which, 
he  savs,  they  <*  sincerely  and  anxiously  seek  and  desire." 
Yet  this  obvious  and  constitutional  mode  of  obtaining  the 
sense  of  the  other  States  on  the  construction  of  the  fede- 
ral compact,   and  amending  it»  if  necessary,  has  never 
been  attempted  by  those  who  have  urged  the  State  on 
to  this  destructive  measure.     The  State  might  have  pro- 
posed the  call  for  a  general  convention  to  the  other  States; 
and  Congress,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  them  concurred, 
must  have  called  it.     But  the  first  magistrate  of  South 
Carolina,  when  he  expressed  a  hope  that,  «  on  a  review 
by  Congress  and  the  functionaries  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, of  the  merits  of  the  controversy,"  such  a  conven- 
tion will  be  accorded  to  them,  must  have  known  that  nei- 
ther Congress,  nor  any  functionary  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment, has  authority  to  call  such  a  convention,  unless 
it  be  demanded  by  two-thirds  of  the  States.     This  sug- 
gestion, then,  is  another  instance  of  the  reckless  inatten- 
tion to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  with  which  this 
crisis  has  been  madly  hurried  on;  or  of  the  attempt  to  per- 
suade the  people  that  a  constitutional  remedy  bad  been 
sought  and  refused.     If  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina 
"anxiously  desire"  a  general  convention  to  consider  their 
complaints,  why  have  they  not  made  application  for  it  in 
the  way  the  constitution  points  out?    I'be  assertion  tliat 
they  «*  earnestly  seek  it,"  is  completely  negatived  by  the 
omission. 

This,  then,  is  the  position  in  which  we  stand.  A  small 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  one  State  in  the  Union  have 
elected  delegates  to  a  State  convention;  that  convention 
has  ordained  that  all  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States 
must  be  repealed,  or  that  they  arc  no  longer  a  member 
of  the  Union.  The  Governor  of  that  State  has  recom- 
mended to  the  LegisUture  the  raising  of  an  army  to  carry 
the  secession  Into  effect,  and  that  he  may  be  empowered 
to  g^ve  clearances  to  vessels  in  the  name  of  the  State.  No 
act  of  violent  opposition  to  the  laws  has  yet  been  com- 
mitted, but  such  a  state  of  things  is  hourly  apprehended; 
and  it  is  the  intent  of  this  instrument  to  proclaim,  not  only 
that  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  the  constitution  «*  to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  shall  be  per- 
formed to  the  extent  of  the  powers  already  vested  in  me 
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by  lav,  or  of  such  others  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall 
devise  and  entrust  to  me  for  that  purpose,  but  to  warn 
the  citizens  of  South  Carolina  who  have  been  deluded  in- 
to an  opposition  to  the  laws,  o#the  danger  they  will  incur 
by  obedience  to  the  illegal  and  disorganizing  ordinance  of 
the  convention;  to  exhort  those  who  have  refused  to  sup- 
port it  to  persevere  in  their  determination  to  uphold  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  their  country;  and  to  pomt  out  to  | 
all  the  perilous  situation  into  which  the  good  people  of 
that  State  have  been  led,. and  that  the  course  tliey  are 
urged  to  pursue  is  one  of  ruin  and  disgrace  to  the  very 
State  whose  rights  they  affect  to  support. 

Fellow-citizens  of  my  native  State,  let  me  not  only  ad- 
monish you,  as  the  First  Magistrate  of  our  common  coun- 
try, not  to  incur  the  penalty  of  its  laws,  but  use  the  influ- 
ence that  a  father  would  over  his  children  whom  he  saw 
rushing  to  certain  ruin.  In  that  paternal  language,  with 
that  paternal  feeling,  let  me  tell  you,  my  countrymen, 
that  you  are  deluded  by  men  who  are  either  deceived 
themselves,  or  wish  to  deceive  you.  Mark  under  what 
pretences  you  have  been  led  on  to  the  brink  of  insurrec- 
tion and  treason,  on  which  you  stand!  First,  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  value  of  your  staple  commodity,  lowered  by 
over  production  in  other  quarters,  and  the  consequent  di- 
minution in  the  value  of  your  lands,  were  the  sole  effect 
ofthetariff  laws.  V 

The  effect  of  those  laws  was  confessedly  injurious,  but 
the  evil  was  greatly  exaggerated  by  the  unfounded  theory 
you  were  taught  to  believe,  that  its  burdens  were  in  pro- 
portion to  your  exports,  not  to  your  consumption  of  im- 
ported articles.  Your  pride  was  roused  by  the  assertion 
that  a  submission  to  those  laws  was  a  state  of  vassalage, 
and  that  resistance  to  them  was  equal,  in  patriotic  merit, 
to  the  oppositions  our  fathers  offered  to  the  oppressive 
laws  of  Great  Britain.  You  were  told  this  opposition 
might  be  peaceablv,  might  be  constitutionally  made?  that 
you  might  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  the  Union,  and  bear 
none  of  its  burdens.  Eloquent  appeals  to  your  passions, 
to  your  State  pride,  to  your  native  courage,  to  your  sense 
of  real  injury,  were  used  to  prepare  you  for  the  period 
when  the  mask,  which  concealed  the  hideous  features  of 
disunion,  should  be  taken  off.  It  fell,  and  you  were  made 
to  look  with  complacency  on  objects  which,  not  lonp 
since,  you  would  have  regarded  with  horror.  Look  back 
to  the  arts  which  have  brought  you  to  this  state;  look  for- 
ward to  the  consequences  to  which  it  must  inevitably 
lead!  Look  back  to  what  was  first  told  you  as  an  induce- 
ment to  enter  into  this  dangerous  course.  The  great  po- 
litical truth  was  repeated  to  you,  that  you  had  the  revolu- 
lutionary  right  of  resisting  all  laws  that  were  palpably 
unconstitutional  and  intolerably  oppressive;  it  was  added 
that  the  right  to  nullify  a  law  rested  en  the  same  princi- 
ple, but  that  it  was  a  peaceable  remedy!  Tliis  character 
which  was  given  to  it,  made  you  receive  with  too  much 
confidence  ihe  assertions  that  were  made  of  the  unconsti- 
tuUonality  of  the  law,  and  its  oppressive  effects.  Mark, 
my  fellow-citizens,  that,  by  the  admission  of  your  leaders, 
the  unconstitutionality  must  be  palpable,  or  it  will  not  jus- 
tify either  resistance  or  nullification!  What  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  palpable,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  here 
used?  That  which  is  apparent  to  every  one;  that  which  no 
man  of  ordinary  intellect  will  fail  to  perceive.  Is  the  un- 
constitutionality of  these  laws  of  that  description?  Let 
those  among  your  leaders  who  once  approved  and  advo- 
cated the  principle  of  protective  duties,  answer  the  ques- 
tion; and  let  them  choose  whether  they  will  be  considered 
as  incapable,  then,  of  perceiving  that  which  must  have 
been  appai'ent  to  every  man  of  common  understanding,  or 
as  imposing  upon  your  confidence,  and  endeavoring  to 
mislesid  you  now.  In  either  case  they  are  unsafe  guides 
in  the  perilous  path  they  urge  you  to  tread.  Ponder  well 
on  this  circumstance,  and  you  will  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate the  exaggerated  language  they  address  to  you .  They 


are  not  champions  of  hberty  emulating  the  fame  of  oar 
revolutionary  fathers;  nor  are  you  an  oppressed  people, 
contending,  as  they  repeat  to  you,  against  worse  than  co- 
lonial vassalage. 

You  are  free  members  of  a  flourishing  and  happy  Union. 
There  m  no  settled  design  to  oppress  y  oti.  You  have  in- 
deed felt  the  unequal  operation  of  laws  which  nmy  bare 
been  unwisely,  not  unconstitutionally  passed;  but  that  in- 
equality must  necessarily  be  removed.  At  the  very 
moment  when  you  were  madly  urged  on  to  the  unfortn* 
nate  course  you  have  begun,  a  change  in  public  opmion 
had  commenced.  The  nearly  approaching  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  a  diminotloo 
of  duties,  had  already  produced  a  considerable  reductior, 
and  that,  too,  on  some  articles  of  general  consumption  io 
your  State.  The  importance  of  this  change  was  under* 
rated,  and  you  were  authoritatively  told  that  no  further 
alleviation  of  your  burdens  was  to  be  expected,  at  the 
very  time  when  the  condition  of  the  country  imperioc&y 
demanded  such  a  modification  of  the  duties  as  should  re- 
duce them  to  a  just  and  equitable  scale.  But,  as  if  appre- 
hensive of  the  effect  of  this  change  in  allaying  your  dis- 
contents, you  were  precipitated  into  the  fearful  ^btte  in 
which  you  now  find  yourselves. 

I  have  urged  you  to  look  back  to  the  means  that  were 
used  to  hurry  you  on  to  the  position  you  hare  now  &^uro- 
ed,  and  forward  to  the  consequences  it  will  produce. 
Something  more  is  necessary.     Contemp\ate  the  condi- 
tion of  that  country  of  which  you  still  form  an  Important 
part.     Consider  its  Government,  uniting  in  one  bond  of 
common  interest  and  general  protection  so  many  different 
States,  giving  to  all   their  inhabitants  the  proud  title  of 
American  citizens,  protecting  their  commerce,  securing 
their  literature  and  their  arts;  facilitating  their  interconi' 
munication;  defending  their  frontiers;  and  making  tbrir 
name  respected  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the  earth.    Con- 
sider the  extent  of  its  territory;  its  increasing  andbappy 
population;  its  advance  in  arts,  which  render  life  agree- 
able; and  the  sciences,  which  elevate  the  mind!     See 
education  spreading  the  lights  of  religion,  moralitv,  and 
general  information  into  every  cottage  in  this  wide  extent 
of  our  Territories  and  States!     Behold  it  as  the  a5>)um 
where  the  wretched  and  the  oppressed  find  a  refuge  and 
su])port!     Look  on  this  picture  of  happiness  and  honor, 
and  say — we,  too,  are  citizens  of  America.'     CsLrolina  is 
one  of  these  proud  States:  her  arms  ha%y  defended,  her 
best  blood  has  cemented  this  happy  Union'     And  then 
add,  if  you  can,  without  horror  and  remorse,  this  happj 
Union  we  will  dissolve;  this  picture  of  peace  and  prospe- 
rity we  will  deface;  this  free  intercourse  we  Vdl  mter- 
rupt;  these  fertile  fields  we  will  deluge  with  blocd;  the 
protection  of  that  glorious  flag  we  renounce;  the  very 
name  of  Americans  we  discard.     And  for  what,  mistxkec 
men,  for  what  do  you  throw  away  these  inestimable  blcs^ 
ings?     For  what  would  you  exchange  your  share  in  the 
advantages  and  honor  of  the  Union?     For  the  dream  t4 
separate  independence — a  dream  interrupted  by  bioodj 
conflicts  with  your  neighbors,  and  a  vile  dependence  cs 
a  foreign  Power.     If  your  leaders  could  succeed  in  estj- 
blishing  a  separation,  what  would  be  your  situation^   Are 
you  united  at  home — are  you  free  from  the  apprehenssse 
of  civil  discord,  with  all  its  feai'ful  consequences*     Dc 
our  neighboring  republics,  every  day  suffering  some  ikw 
revolution,  or  contending  with  some  new  insurrectk.^ — 
do  they  excite  your  envy  ?   But  the  dictates  of  a  h'^i  <3urj 
oblige  me  solemnly  to  announce  that  you  cannot  succeed. 
The  laws  of  the  United  States  roust  be  executed.    Ihave 
no  discretionary  power  on  the  subject;  my  duty  is  C3i»- 
phatically  pronounced  in  the  constitution.'  These  «-bo 
told  you  that  you  might  peaceably  prevent  their  execu- 
tion, deceived  you;  they  could  not  have  been  dectiveia 
themselves.     They  know  that  a  forcible  opposition  rrnilc? 
alone  prevent  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  they  k.^.o% 
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that  such  opposition  must  be  repelled.    Their  object  is 
disunion:  but^  be  not  deceived  by  names:  disunion,  by 
armed  force,  is  treason.    Are  you  really  ready  to  incur 
its  guilt?    If  you  are,  on  the  heads  of  the  instigators  of 
the  act  be  the  dreadful  consequences:  on  their  heads  be 
the  dishonor,  but  on  yours  may  fall  the  punishment:  on 
your  unhappy  State  will  inevitably  fall  all  the  evils  of  the 
conflict  you  force  upon  the  Government  of  your  country. 
It  cannot  accede  to  the  mad  project  of  disunion,  of  which 
you  would  be  the  first  victims.     Its  First  Magistrate  can- 
not, if  he  would,  avoid  the  performance  of  his  duty:  the 
consequence  must  be  fearful  for  you,  distressing  to  your 
fellow-citizens  here,  and  to  the  friends  of  good  Govern- 
ment throughout  the  world.     Its  enemies  have  beheld 
our  prosperity  with  a  vexation  they  could  not  conceal:  it 
was  a  standing  refutation  of  their  slavish  doctrines,  and 
they  will  point  to  our  discord  with  the  triumph  of  malig- 
nant joy.     It  is  yet  in  your  power  to  disappoint  them. 
There  is  yet  time  to  show  that  the  descendants  of  the 
Pinckneys,  the  Sumters,  the  Rutledges,  and  of  the  thou- 
sand other  names  which  adorn  the  pages  of  your  revolu- 
tionary history,  will  not  abandon  that  Union,  to  support 
y hich  so  many  of  them  fought,  and  bled,  and  died. 

I  adjure  you,  as  you  honor  their  memory;  as  you  love 
the  cause  of  freedom,  to  which  they  dedicated  their  lives; 
as  you  prize  the  peace  of  your  country,  the  lives  of  its 
best  citizens,  and  your  own  fair  fame,  to  retrace  your 
steps.  Snatch  from  the  archives  of  your  State  the  disor- 
ganizing edict  of  its  convention;  bid  its  members  to  re- 
assemble, and  promulgate  the  decided  expressions  of 
your  will  to  remain  in  the  path  which  alone  can  conduct 
you  to  safety,  prosperity,  and  honor.  Tell  them  that, 
compared  to  disunion,  all  other  evils  are  liglit,  because 
that  brings  with  it  an  accumulation  of  all.  Declare  that 
you  will  never  take  the  field  unless  the  star-spangled 
banner  of  your  country  shall  float  over  you;  that  vou  will 
not  be  stigmatized  when  dead,  and  dishonored  and  scorn- 
ed while  you  live,  as  the  authors  of  the  first  attack  on  the 
constitution  of  your  country.  Its  destroyers  you  cannot 
be.  You  may  disturb  its  peace,  you  may  interrupt  the 
course  of  its  prosperity,  you  may  cloud  its  reputation  for 


sacred  Union  will  be  preserved,  and  the  blessings  it  secures 
to  us  as  one  people  shall  be  perpetuated.  No  one  can 
doubt  that  the  unanimity  with  which  that  decision  will  be 
expressed,  will  be  such  as  to  inspire  new  confidence  in 
republican  institutions,  and  that  the  prudence,  the  wis- 
dom, and  the  courage  which  it  will  bring  to  their  defence, 
will  transmit  them  unimpaired  and  invigorated  to  our 
children. 

May  the  great  Ruler  of  nations  grant  that  the  signal 
blessingfs  with  which  He  has  favored  ours,  may  not,  by  the 
madness  of  party  or  personal  ambition,  be  disregarded 
and  lost;  and  may  His  wise  providence  bring  those  who 
have  produced  this  crisis,  to  see  their  folly  before  they 
feel  the  misery  of  civil  strife,  and  inspire  a  returning  ve- 
neration for  that  Union,  which,  if  we  may  dare  to  pene- 
trate His  desigpns.  He  has  chosen  as  the  only  means  of 
attaining  the  high  destinies  to  which  we  may  reasonably 
aspire. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  having  signed  the 
same  with  my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  10th  day  ^^  ^^' 
cember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  fifty-sevctith. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  President: 
Edw.  LiviiresToir,  Secretary  of  Sttxte, 


No.  11. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  COLLECTOR. 

[Confidential.] 

Trbasu&t  Dkpartmxbtt, 

November  6,  1832. 

Sir:  The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolinai 
passed  at  their  recent  special  session,  and  the  anticipation 
of  measures  which  may  be  apprehended  from  the  conven- 
tion called  by  that  act,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  oppos- 
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ing  and  preventing  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
stability,  but  its  tranquillity  will  be  restored,  its  prosperity  I  ed  States  imposing  duties  on  foreign  goods,  wares,  and 
will  return,  and  the  stain  upon  its  national  character  will  merchandise,  make  it  proper  immediately  to  draw  your 


upon 
be  transferred,  and  remain  an  eternal  blot  on  the  memory 
of  those  who  caused  the  disorder. 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  threat  of  un- 
hallowed disunion,  the  names  of  those,  once  respected,  by 
whom  it  is  uttered,  the  array  of  military  force  to  support 
it,  denote  the  approach  of  a  crisis  in  our  affairs,  on  which 
the  continuance  of  our  unexampled  prosperity,  our  poli- 
tical existence,  and  perhaps  that  of  all  free  Governments, 
may  depend.     The  conjuncture  demanded  a  free,  a  full, 
and  explicit  enunciation,  not  only  of  my  intentions,  but  of 
my  principles  of  action;  and,  as  the  claim  was  asserted 
of  a  right  by  a  State  to  annul  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and 
even  to  secede  from  it  at  pleasure,  a  frank  exposition  of 
my  opinions  in  relation  to  the  origin  and  form  of  our  Go- 
vernment, and  the  construction  I  give  to  the  instrument 
by  which  it  was  created,  seemed  to  be  proper.     Having 
the   fullest  confidence  in  the  justness  of  the  legal  and 
constitutional  opinion  of  my  duties,  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed, I  rely,  with  equal  confidence,  on  your  undivided 
support  in  my  determination  to  execute  the  laws,  to  pre- 
serve the  Union  by  all  constitutional  means,  to  arrest,  if 
possible,  by  moderate,  but  firm  measures,  the  necessity 
of  a  recourse  to  force;  and,  if  it  be  the  will  of  Heaven 
that  the  recurrence  of  its  primeval  curse  on  man  for  the 
shedding  of  a  brotlier's  blood  should  fall  upon  our  land, 
that  it  be  not  called  down  by  any  offensive  act  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

Fellow  citizens:  The  momentous  case  is  before  you. 
On  your  undivided  support  of  your  Government  depends 
the  decision  of  the  great  question  it  inyolres,  whether  your 


attention  to  the  subject,  and  especially  to  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  existing  acts  of  Congress  for  the  collection 
and  security  of  the  revenue. 

It  is  difficult,  and  indeed  impossible,  to  foresee  in  de- 
tail the  pre<;ise  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  the 
convention;  and  the  instructions  now  given  must  be  more 
or  less  hypothetical,  and  the  particular  acts  you  may  be 
called,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty,  to  perform,  must 
be,  in  a  great  degree,  regulated  by  the  cl^Lracter  of  the 
emergency,  as  it  may  arise.  It  is  sufficiently  obvious, 
however,  that  all  the  means  which  ingenuity  can  devise, 
will  be  adopted  to  elude,  or  render  null  and  inoperative, 
within  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  laws  of  the  Union 
imposing  duties  on  forei^  merchandise,  and  that  a  cor- 
respondmg  energy  and  vi^lance  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties  will  be  required  from  those  charged  with 
the  execution. 

You  will  require  no  observation  from  me  to  impress 
you  with  the  delicacy  and  importance  of  the  crisis  in 
which  vou  may  soon  be  called  to  act,  or  with  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  of  unshrinking  firmness  and  fidelity  in 
the  discharge  of  your  duties.  The  crisis  may  involve  no 
less  than  the  safety  of  our  inestimable  Union;  and  the  self- 
approbation  and  public  gratitude  attendant  upon  all  ho* 
norable  exertions  for  the  preservation  of  that  precious 
palladium  of  our  happiness,  will  ensure,  on  your  part,  all 
that  the  Government  can  expect. 

It  is  greatly  to.be  apprehended  that  the  measures  of  the 
convention  may  be  such  as  not  to  be  effectually  counter- 
acted without  furtlier  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
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wbicb,  of  course,  cannot  be  h«d  in  season  for  a  prompt 
application  of  the  remedy  wbich  their  wisdom  may  devise; 
but  I  entertain  a  confident  hope,  that  with  a  vigilant,  faith- 
ful, and  fearless  exercise  of  the  authority  conferred  by 
the  existing  laws,  aided  by  the  moral  support  of  the  pa- 
triotic and  unprejudiced  portion  of  the  community,  much 
of  the  meditated  evil  may  be  for  the  present  averted,  if 
not  altogether  prevented. 

Without  a  better  knowledge  than  can  now  be  had  of 
the  means  of  resistance  to  which  the  convention  may  re- 
sort, it  is  supposed  that  authority  sufficient,  for  the  pre- 
sent, is  conferred  by  the  constitution,  which  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  execute  the  laws;  by  the  act 
vesting  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury  the  special 
power  to  superintend  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  which 
may  fairly  be  supposed  to  give  all  power  not  contrar}'  to 
theJawB,  and  necessary  to  their  execution;  and  by  the 
several  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  reg^ilate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  Imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
the  2d  of  March,  1799,  to  which  last  act  it  is  my  intention 
at  present  to  request  your  particular  attention. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  13th  section  of  that  act, 
that  each  of  the  collection  districts,  established  in  South 
Carolina,  and  the  whole  and  every  part  of  each  district,  is 
constituted  a  port  of  entry;  and  though  the  collector, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  are  directed  to  reside  at 
Charleston,  and  a  collector  at  each  of  the  other  ports,  it 
cannot  be  questioned  that  a  vessel  mi^  lawfully  discbarge 
her  cargo,  and,  if  directed,  make  entry  at  any  other  point 
within  the  port  of  entry;  and  it  appears  also  certain,  that 
whenever,  from  physical  or  moral  necessity,  the  laws  shall 
be  suspended  at  the  residence  of  the  collector,  and  he 
be  prevented,  by  a  superior  and  unlawful  force,  from  the 
exercise  of  his  authority  at  the  usual  place,  it  may  be  com- 
petent to  place  his  officers  toreceiveand  compel  the  legal 
entry  at  some  other  safe  and  convenient  place  within  the 
port  of  entry,  as  described  bv  law. 

You  are  already  aware  that,  by  the  provisions  of  the 
same  act,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  can  be 
••  brought  into  the  United  States"  from  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  in  any  ship  or  vessel,  without  having  on  board  a 
proper  manifest;  that,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
arrival  of  any  ship  or  vessel  from  any  foreign  port  or  place 
at  any  port  of  the  United  States  established  by  law,  at 
which  an  officer  of  the  customs  resides,  or  within  any 
harbor,  inlet,  or  creek  thereof,  the  master  must  repair  to 
the  custom-house,  and  make  report  pf  her  arrival^  and, 
within  forty-eight  hours  after  such  arrival,  he  must  make 
further  report  in  writing,  accompanied  by  his  manifest; 
«nd  that,  within  fifteen  days  (and  by  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1821,  in  case  of  vessels  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred tons,  within  twenty  days)  af^er  such  report  by  the 
roaster,  the  owner,   or  consignee  of  the  merchandise  on 


customs.  The  entry  of  the  merchandise  by  the  o^iicror 
consignee,  already  adverted  to,  consists,  besides  the  other 
proceedings  and  formalities  particularly  required,  m  pay- 
ing or  securing,  according  to  law,  the  duties  which  shall 
be  ascertained  by  the  collector  and  naval  officer.  Where 
the  duties  are  to  be  secured,  it  is  by  bond  or  bonds,  which 
shall  include  one  or  more  securities,  to  the  satis&ction  of 
the  collector,  who  should  be  satisfied  not  merely  ofibe  sol- 
vency of  the  security,  but  of  his  sufficiency  in  other  re- 
spects, and  would  not  be  expected  or  authorized  to  accept 
as  surety  any  individual  who  should  be  understood  to 
have  formed  a  determination  not  to  pay  the  bond,  or  conn- 
ply  with  his  obligation. 

You  will  perceive,  moreover,  by  the  50th  section  of 
the  act,  no  g^ods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  brought  in  any 
ship  or  vessel    from  any  foreign  port  or  place,   shall  b« 
unladen  or  delivered  but  in  open  day,  except  by  special 
license,  nor  at  any  time  without  a  permit  from  the  col- 
lector, under  severe  penalties,  including  the  forfeiture  of 
the  goods;  and  by  the  62d  section,  no  permit  shall  be 
grranted  for  landing  the  same,  until  all  duties  thereon  sliaU 
have  been  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  according  to  law. 
By  the  5Sd  section,  the  collector  of  any  district  at  whsch 
any  ship  or  vessel  may  arrive,  and  immediate!/  on  her 
first  coming  within  such  district,  is  directed  to  put  and 
keep  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  whilst  remaining  in  the 
district,  or  in  going  from  one  district  to  another,  one  or 
more  inspectors  to  examine  the  cargo,  and  superintend 
the  delivery  thereof,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  ac- 
cording to  law,  as  they  shall  be  directed  by  the  collector 
to  perform  for  the  better  securing  the  collection  of  the 
duties;  and  it  is  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the  s»d  in- 
spectors to  suffer  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  any 
nature  or  kind  whatever,  to  be  landed  from  such  ship  or 
vessel  without  a  permit  in  writing  from  the  collector  of 
the  port,  and  naval  officer,  where  any,  first  had  and  grant- 
ed for  that  purpose. 

It  may  be  proper,  also,  to  observe,  that,  afWr  twenty- 
four  hours  from  the  time  of  her  arrival,  a  vessel  cannot 
proceed  from  one  port  to  another  without  a  clea:nnce  in 
the  manner  particularly  pointed  out.  By  the  2l5t  section 
of  the  act  referred  to,  and  by  tlie  2d  section  of  the  act  of 
tliesame  date,  <*  establishing  the  compensation  of  the  offi- 
cers employed  in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,"  the  collectors  are  authorized  to  employ, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
such  inspectors  as  the  public  service  may  require;  and  by 
the  9rth,  98th,  99th,  100th,  and  101st  sections  of  the  act 
first  referred  to,  ample  authority  is  given  toprwSdetVie 
requisite  number  of  cutters  and  boats  for  the  better  se- 
curing the  collection  of  the  duties.  The  officers  of  such 
boats  are  subjected  to  the  direction  of  the  collectors,  and 
I  are,  moreover,  empowered  and  directed  to  go  on  board 


board,  must  make  entij  thereof,  in  writing,  with  the  said  all  ships  and  vessels  which  shall  arrive  within  the  United 


collector;  and  that,  in  default  thereof^  the  collector  is  au 
thorizedto  take  possession  of  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, in  the  manner  particularly  described  in  the  56th 
section.  At  the  time  of  making  an  entry,  the  tonnage 
duties  (if  any)  must  be  paid;  and  previously  thereto,  the 
register,  or  other  document  in  lieu  thereof,  together  with 
the  clearance  and  other  papers,  must  be  produced  to  the 
collector,  and  must  remain  in  his  office  until  returned  to 
the  master,  or  the  clearance  of  the  vessel  for  another  port; 
which  clearance  cannot  be  granted,  and  consequently 
the  delivery  of  the  papers  cannot  be  made,  until  all  the 
formalities  in  re^rd  to  the  vessel  on  her  arrival  shall 
have  been  complied  with,  and  (by  the  93d  section)  until 
receipts  for  all  the  legal  fees  which  shall  have  accrued  on 
the  vessel  shall  liave  been  produced  to  the  collector. 
By  the  29th  section,  a  vessel  which  shall  have  arrived 
from  a  foreign  port,  and  shall  attempt  to  depart  without 
paving  been  reported,  or  entered  by  the  master,  is  liable 
to  be  arrested  and  brought  back  hy  the  officers  of  the 


States,  or  four  leagues  of  the  coast  thereof,  if  bound  to 
the  United  States;  and,  among  other  duties,  to  affix  and 
put  proper  fastenings  on  the  hatches  end  other  communi- 
cations with  the  hold,  and  to  remain  on  board  the  said 
vessels  until  their  arrival  at  the  port  of  their  destination. 
They  are  likewise  to  execute  and  perform  such  other  du- 
ties for  the  collection  and  security  of  the  revenue,  as, 
from  time  to  time,  shall  be  enjoined  and  directed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  not  contrary  to  law  and  the 
provisions  of  said  act;  and  they  are  further  authorized  to 
fire  at  or  into  any  vessel  liable  to  examination,  which  shall 
not  bring  to,  on  beiner  required  or  chased  by  any  cutter 
or  bout,  as  described  m  the  102d  section. 

Neitlier  the  validity  of  these  provisions  of  the  act  of  Uie 
2d  March,  1799,  to  which  I  have  adverted  thus  particular* 
ly,  that  tlie  further  observations  which  my  duty  requires 
me  to  make  may  be  more  intelligible,  nor  of  the  act  itself, 
has  ever  heretofore  been  questioned;  and  it  is  not  alto- 
gether clear  that  the  purposes  of  the  conventioD,  to  as- 
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semble  in  South  Garolinay  as  defined  by  the  recent  act  of  |by  the  aid  of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  inspectors,  and 
the  Legislature  of  that  State,  would  extend  to  acts  of  a  officers  of  the  cutters,  until  the  requisitions  of  the   law 


collector  merely  in  execution  of  these  provisions.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  they  are  now,  and  always  have  been,  ap- 
plicable to  every  district  and  every  part  of  the  Union; 
they  are  now,  and  uniformly  have  been,  in  daily  and  strict 
observance  in  each  of  them;  they  are  not  merely  of  uni- 
versal application  every  where,  but  embrace  almost  every 
imajipnable  case;  and  if,  as  has  been  sometimes  publicly 
professed,  the  meditated  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union  is  to  assume  the  form  of  legal  redress,  and  avoid 
a  resort  to  open  force  or  violence,  it  is  believed  they  will 
be  found,  when  properly  enforced,  to  be  fully  equal  to 
every  emergency  likely  to  arise. 

In  this  view,  it  is  presumed,  your  own  official  conduct 
has  been,  and  is  now,  in  strict  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  1799,  and  that,  in  observing  these  in> 
struetions,  you  will  be  merely  executing  your  duties  with, 
perhaps,  greater  vigilance  than  ordinary,  and  adapting 
existing  regulations,  of  daily  use  and  application,  to  new 
circumstances  of  greater  emergency,  as  they  may  arise. 
It  is  the  more  important  that  you  should  keep  this  view 
of  the  subject  constantly  in  mind,  as  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
President,  and  of  this  department,  to  take  no  step,  nor 
employ  any  means  calculated  to  provoke  or  excite  to  force 
those  who  are  now  threatening  resistance,  but  to  defeat 
their  operations  by  the  moral  force  of  the  laws  and  the 
constitution,  and  to  execute  the  former  in  the  manner 
therein  prescribed,  and  to  employ  force  only  when  it  shall 
be  clearly  authorized,  and  be  found  unavoidable  iu  the 
discharge  of  your  duty,  and  indispensably  necessary  to 
resist  its  employment  by  those  who  shall  have  resorted  to 
it  for  the  subversion  of  the  laws. 

It  may  be  sufficient,  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  to  call 
your  particular  attention  to  leg^l  provisions  alreaidy  ad- 
verted to,  and  to  the  duties  which  they  enjoin;  and  to  di- 
rect tliat,  in  every  case  to  which  they  are  applicable,  you 
will  conform  to  their  provisions  by  all  the  means  which 
they  place  in  your  power. 

But  as  there  are  some  contingencies  inseparable  from 
the  measures  of  the  convention  about  to  assemble,  which 
cannot  be  overlooked,  it  is  proper  that,  in  regard  to  these, 
you  should  be  now  advised. 

Upon  the  supposition,  therefore,  that  the  measures  of 
the  convention,  or  the  acts  of  the  Legislature,  may  consist, 
in  part,  at  least,  in  declaring  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
imposing  duties  unconstitutional,  and  null  and  void,  and  in 
forbidding  their  execution,  and  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties within  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  you  will,  imme- 
diately after  it  shall  be  formally  announced,  resort  to  all 
the  means  provided  by  the  laws,  and  particularly  by  ihe 
act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799,  to  counteract  the  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  to  give  effect  to  that  declaration. 

For  this  purpose,  you  will  consider  yourself  authorized 
to  employ  the  revenue  cutters  which  may  be  within  your 
district,  and  provide  as  many  boats,  and  employ  as  many 
inspectors,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the 
law,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  act  already  referred  to. 
You  will,  moreover,  cause  a  sufficient  number  of  officers 
of  cutters  and  inspectors  to  be  placed  on  board,  and  in 
charge  of  every  vessel  arriving  from  a  foreign  port  or 
place,  with  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable afler  her  first  coming  within  your  district,  and  direct 
them  to  anchor  her  in  some  safe  place  within  the  harbor. 


where  she  may  be  secure  from  any  act  of  violence,  and  from 
any  unauthorized  attempt  to  discharge  her  cargo  before  a 
compliance  with  the  laws;  and  they  will  remain  on  board 
of  her  at  such  place  until  the  reports  and  entries  required 
by  law  shall  be  made,  both  of  vessel  and  cargo,  and  the* 
duties  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  to  your  satisfaction,  and 
until  the  regular  permit  shall  be  granted  for  landing  the 
cargo:  and  it  will  be  your  duty,  against  any  forcible  at- 
tempt, to  retain  and  defend  the  custody  of  the  said  vessel, 


shall  be  fully  complied  with;  and  in  case  of  any  attempt 
to  remove  her  or  her  cargo  from  the  custody  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  customs  by  the  form  of  leg^l  process  from 
State  tribunals,  you  will  not  yield  the  custody  to  such  at- 
tempt, but  will  consult  the  law  officer  of  the  district,  and 
employ  such  means  as,  under  the  particular  circumstances, 
you  may  legally  do,  to  resist  such  process,  and  prevent 
the  removal  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

Should  the  entry  of  such  vessel  and  cargo  not  be  com- 
pleted, and  the  duties  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  by 
bond  or  bonds  with  sureties  to  your  satisfaction,  within  the 
time  limited  by  law,  you  will,  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  take  possession  of  the  cargo,  and  land  and  store  the 
same  at  Castle  Pinckney,  or  some  other  safe  place,  and  in 
due  time,  if  the  duties  are  not  paid,  sell  the  same,  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  of  the  56th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
2(1  of  March,  1799;  and  you  are  authorized  to  provide 
such  stores  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

It  may  be  hoped  that  the  foregoing  precaution,  and  the 
prompt  prosecution,  in  all  cases,  of  those  who  may  violate 
the  law,  or  resist  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  its  execution, 
will  be  sufficient  for  the  present;  and  as  long  as  you  may 
find  it  practicable  to  perform  your  official  duties,  and  as 
long  as  the  rights  of  your  person,  and  those  of  the  other 
officers  of  your  district,  shall  be  secure,  and  property  re- 
spected, the  custom-house  may  be  continued  at  Charleston. 
But,  should  the  measures  of  the  convention,  or  those  of 
the  Legislature,  expose  your  person,  or  the  persons  of  the 
other  officers,  to  outrage,  or  to  arrest  and  imprisonment, 
and  by  force  or  other  necessity  render  the  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  impracticable,  you  may  remove 
the  custom-house  to  Castle  Pinckney,  or  to  some  other 
secure  place  within  the  port  of  entry,  where  you  may 
take  and  receive  the  entries  of  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
and  perform  other  duties  necessary  by  law  to  be  perform- 
ed at  the  custom-house. 

You  will,  moreover,  cause  the  officers  of  the  cutters  un- 
der your  direction  to  board  all  vessels  departing  from  the 
port  of  Charleston;  and,  in  case  any  shall  be  found  without 
having  been  regularly  entered  and  cleared  in  the  manner 
required  by  law,  to  seize  and  detain  the  same,  to  be  prose- 
cuted according  to  law. 

It  will  be  proper,  in  every  case  of  doubt  and  difficulty, 
to  consult  the  law  officer  of  the  district,  and,  on  all  occa- 
sions where  these  instructions  do  not  afTord  an  adequate 
guidcj  to  follow  his  advice, 

It  is  expected  that  you  will  promptly  inform  the  depart- 
ment of  any  difficulty  that  may  occur  in  your  district,  and 
keep  it  regularly  advised  of  all  the  measures  that  may 
be  adopted  by  any  person  or  persons  for  obstructing  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  and  also  of  the  means  which  you 
may  deem  it  your  duty  to  adopt,  and  that,  in  every  case 
of  importance,  where  the  time  will  admit  of  it,  you  will, 
previously  to  taking  any  unusual  or  important  step  on 
your  part,  apply  to  the  department  for  further  instruc- 
tions. For  this  purpose,  you  are  authorized  to  despatch 
a  special  messenger,  whenever,  in  your  opinion,  it  may 
be  necessary,  either  for  safety  or  expedition. 

To  enable  you  to  execute  the  laws,  and  to  fulfil  these 
instructions,  the  revenue  cutter  Alert  has  been  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Charleston.  On  her  arrival,  there  will  be  two 
cutters  on  that  station,  and  you  will  place  them  where 


you  may  think  best. 

You  will  treat  these  instructions  as  confidential,  until  it 
shall  become  necessary  to  act;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  you 
will  exhibit  them  confidentially  to  the  district  attorney, 
naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  that  you  may  have  the  benefit 
of  their  counsels,  and  that  you  may  all  be  better  prepared 
to  act  togetlier  when  occasion  shall  require.      I  am,  &c., 

L.  M*LANE,  Sec^v  Treasury, 

To  James  K.  Pbingli,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs, 
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['•  Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  the  collector  at 
Georgetown,  and  the  collector  at  Beaufort,  diflferingf  only 
in  the  following  particulars,  viz.  the  reference  to  Castle 
Pinckncy  was  omitted,  and,  in  lieu  of  the  last  two  para- 
graphs, the  following  was  substituted: 

«<To  enable  you  the  better  to  execute  the  laws,  and 
fulfil  these  instructions,  a  revenue  cutter  will  be  placed 
under  your  direction,  and  you  will  assign  her  to  such  sta- 
tion, and  give  such  instructions  from  time  to  time  to  her 
comnunder,  as  you  may  deem  best  adapted  to  those  ob- 
jects. The  cutter  for  your  district  will  be  despatched  in 
a  few  days. 

<*  You  will  treat  these  instructions  as  confidential  until 
it  shall  become  time  to  act."] 


No.  12. 

LXTTEH   to    the    district   ITTORirKT. 

[  Extract.  ]  —Confidential. 
Theasurt  Departstext,  November  19,  1832. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  was  duly  received 
on  the  17th  instint;  but  the  pressure  of  business  requir- 
ing attention,  after  an  absence  of  a  few  days  from  the  city, 
lias  prevented  a  reply  until  now. 

The  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  convention  in 
South  Carolina  having  actually  arrived,  renders  it  unad- 
visablc  for  you  to  leave  the  scene  of  your  ofiicial  duties. 
And,  indeed,  the  time  that  a  journey  to  Washington 
would  occupy,  may,  at  present,  perhaps,  be  better  em- 
ployed in  the  consultations  and  investigations  which  ought 
to  be  made  preparatory  to  a  proper  course  of  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  district,  in  the  emergen- 
cies that  may  be  expected^ 

You  will,  before  now,  have  seen  the  instructions  which 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  collector  at  Charleston,  and 
arc  thus  fully  informed  of  the  views  of  the  President  and 
of  this  department  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  occasion 
is  to  be  met,  and  as  to  the  means  which  the  law  has  placed 
in  the  hands  of  its  officers  for  securing  the  revenue,  and 
enforcing  its  collection.  After  examining  them,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  luive  your  own  reflections  upon  the  subject. 

As  it  ro.iy  be  apprehended  that,  among  other  measures 
for  defeating  the  operation  of  the  revenue  laws,  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  take  the  goods  from  the  custody  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs  by  process  from  the  State  courts, 
your  attention  is  particularly  invited  to  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  such  an  event. 

In  the  case  of  Slocum  vs.  May  berry,  reported  in  the 
2d  Wheaton,  page  1,  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
all  seizures  made  on  land  or  water  for  a  breach  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  any  intervention  of  a 
State  authority,  which,  by  taking  the  thing  seized  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  United  States  officer,  might  obstruct 
the  exercise  of  this  jurisdiction,  is  unlawful.     It  is  true 
that  this  was  a  case  of  a  seizure,  under  the  direction  of 
the  collector,  pursuant  to  law;  but  it  will  be  proper  to 
consider  whether  the  principles  of  the  case  do  not  equal- 
ly apply,  whenever  a  vessel  and  her  cargo  may  be  in  the 
custody  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  under  the  law,  and 
where  the  jjreservation  of  that  custody  is  necessary  to 
the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.    By  the 
53d  section  of  the  act  of  1799,  the  collector  is  directed  to 
put  inspectors  on  board  vessels,  who  shall  suffer  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  of  any  nature  or  kind  whatsoever, 
to  be  landed  or  unladen,  or  otherwise  taken  or  removed 
from  the  same,  without  a  permit  in  writing  from  the  col- 
lector of  the  port,  and  naval  officer  thereof,  where  any, 
first  bad  and  granted  for  that  purpose. 

If  the  principles  of  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Slocum 
M.  Mayberr^  ^PP^y  to  the  custody  of  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes authorized  by  that  act,  or  if  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms be  deprived  of  such  custody  by  any  means  what- 


ever, before  a  compliance  with  the  law,  and  the  collector 
should  thereafter  seize  the  property  for  that  reason,  it 
would  appear  to  be  plain,  that,  in  either  event,  any  at- 
tempts to  deprive  him  of  the  custody,  by  State  authority, 
would  be  unlawful. 

Ths  means  which  may  be  lawfully  employed  for  pre- 
serving the  custody  against  such  interference*  will  there- 
fore require  immediately  your  best  and  most  discreet 
consideration;  and,  while  it  is  desirable  that  you  should 
advise  none  that  are  not  strictly  leg^l,  it  is  expected  that 
you  will  firmly  support  the  collector  by  your  aid  aiwl  ad- 
vice, in  doing  whatever  he  may  lawfully  do  to  retain  ^be 
custody  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  until  the  law  is  fully  com- 
plied with. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  augmentation  of  the  number 
of  inspectors,  by  the  appointment  of  discreet  and  firm 
men,  may  prove  equal  to  any  emergency  that  may,  for 
the  present,  arise;  and  as  the  power  of  the  collector  to 
do  so  is  ample,  under  the  instructions  already  given  to 
him,  I  have  only  here  to  suggest  that,  in  exercising  such 
authority,  he  should  be  careful  to  select  individuals  of 
known  character  and  consideration  in  the  community,  and 
in  whose  probity,  firmness,  and  discretion,  the  Aiilest  re- 
liance may  be  placed.  This  is  tlie  more  necessary,  in 
order  that,  while  the  Government  secures  the  services  of 
men  who  will  not  shrink  from  their  duty,  and  who,  from 
their  character,  may  ensure  respect,  its  officers  may  avoid 
provoking  unnecessary  excitement  by  the  selection  of 
improper  agents  in  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

You  are  authorized  to  exhibit  this  letter  to  the  collec- 
tor, and  also  to  General  Scott,  who,  it  is  understood,  will 
shortly  repair  to  Charleston,  for  the  purpose  of  sapctia- 
tending  the  safety  of  the  posts  of  the  United  States  in  that 
vicinity. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  M'LANE, 
Secretary  of  the  l\taamy. 

Robert  B.  Gilchrist,  £sq. 

Dibtriet  Attorney  U.  S.,  Charleston. 


No.  13. 

COVXRKOR   HATRX'S   PROCULVATIOir. 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  bath  issued 
his  proclamation  concerning  an  *'  ordinance  of  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  to  nullify  certain  sets  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,"  laying  <*  duties  and  imposts 
for  the  protection  of  domestic  manufactures:" 

And  whereas  the  Legislature  of  South  CaroVma,  now  in 
session,  takii'.g  into  consideration  the  matters  contained  in 
the  said  proclamation  of  the  President,  have  adopted  a 
preamble  and  resolution  to  the  following  effect,  viz. 

*<  Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  is- 
sued his  proclamation,  denouncing  the  proceedings  of  this 
State,  calling  upon  the  citizens  thereof  to  renounce  their 
primary  allegiance,  and  threatening  them  with  militaiy 
coercion,  unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  and  utteriy 
inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  a  free  State:  Be  it, 
therefore, 

•*  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested, forthwith,  to  issue  his  proclamation,  ^'arningthe 
good  people  of  this  State  against  the  attempt  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  seduce  them  from  their  al- 
legiance, exhorting  them  to  disregard  his  vain  menaces, 
and  to  be  prepared  to  sustain  the  dignity,  and  protect 
the  liberty  of  the  State  against  the  arbitrary  measures 
proposed  by  the  President:*' 

Now,  I,  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Governor  of  South  Caroli- 
na, in  obedience  to  the  said  resolution,  do  hereby  issue 
this  my  proclamation,  solemnly  warning  the  good  peo- 
ple of  this  St'ite  against  the  dangerous  and  pemtcioua 
doctrine  promulgated  in  the  said  proclamation  of  the  Pre- 
sident, as  calculated  to  mislead  their  judgments  as  to  the 
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true  character  of  the  Government  under  which  they  live, 
and  the  paramount  obligfation  which  they  owe  to  the  State, 
and  manifeiAly  intended  to  seduce  them  from  their  allegi- 
ance, and,  by  drawing  them  to  the  support  of  the  violent 
and  unlawful  measures  contemplated  by  the  President,  to 
involve  them  in  the  guilt  of  rebellion.  I  would  earnestly 
admonish  them  to  beware  of  the  specious,  but  false  doc- 
trines by  which  it  is  now  attempted  to  be  shown  that  the 
several  States  have  not  retained  their  entire  sovereignty; 
that  "the  allegiance  of  their  citizens  was  transferred,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;"  that  '*  a  State  cannot  be  said  to  be  sovereign  and 
independent,  whose  citizens  owe  obedience  to  laws  not 
made  by  it;*'  that,  ♦«  even  under  the  royal  Government,  we 
had  no  separate  character;"  that  the  constitution  has 
created  "a  National  Government,"  which  is  not  "a com- 
pact between  sovereign  States;"  "that  a  State  has  no 
right  to  secede:"  in  a  word,  that  ours  is  a  National  Go- 
vernment, in  which  the  people  of  all  the  States  are  re- 
presented, and  by  which  we  are  constituted  "  one  peo- 
ple;" and  "that  our  representatives  in  Congress  are  all 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  not  of  the  parti- 
cular States  from  which  they  come;"  doctrines  which  up- 
root the  very  foundation  of  our  political  system,  annihilate 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  utterly  destroy  the  liberties 
of  the  citizen. 

It  requires  no  reasoning  to  show  what  the  bare  state- 
ment of^  these  propositions  demonstrates,  that  such  a  Go- 
vernment as  is  here  described  has  not  a  single  feature  of 
a  confederated  republic.  It  is,  in  truth,  an  accurate  de- 
lineation, drawn  with  a  bold  hand,  of  a  great  consolidated 
empire — "one  and  indivisible;"  and,  under  whatever 
specious  form  its  powers  may  be  masked,  it  is,  in  fact,  the 
worst  of  all  despotisms,  in  which  the  spirit  of  an  arbitrary 
Government  is  suffered  to  pervade  institutions  professing 
to  be  free.  Such  was  not  the  Government  for  which  our 
fathers  fought  and  bled,  and  offered  up  their  lives  and 
fortunes  as  a  willing  sacrifice.  Such  was  not  the  Govern - 
nient  which  the  g^eat  and  patriotic  men  who  called  the 
Union  into  being,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  wisdoms,  fram- 
ed. Such  was  not  the  Government  which  the  fathers  of 
the  republican  faith,  led  on  by  the  apostle  of  American 
liberty,  promulgated,  and  successfully  maintained  in 
1798,  and  by  which  they  produced  the  great  political  re- 
volution effected  at  that  auspicious  era.  To  a  Govern- 
ment based  on  such  principles,  South  Carolina  has  not 
been  a  voluntary  party,  and  to  such  a  Government  slie 
never  will  give  her  assent 

The  records  of  our  history  do,  indeed,  aflTord  the  pro- 
totype  of  these  sentiments,  which  is  to  be  founc^  in  tlje 
recorded  opinion  of  those  who,  when  the  constitution 
was  framed,  were  in  favor  of  a  "  firm  National  Govern- 
ment," in  which  the  States  should  stand  in  the  same  rela- 
tion to  the  Union  that  the  colonies  did  towards  the  mother 
country.  The  journals  of  the  convention,  and  the  secret 
history  of  the  debates,  will  show  that  this  party  did  propose 
to  secure  to  the  Federal  Government  an  absohile  supre- 
macy over  the  States,  by  giving  Ihem  a  negative  upon 
their  laws;  but  the  same  history  also  teaches  us  that  :dl 
these  propositions  were  rejected,  and  a  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  finally  established,  recognising  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States,  and  leaving  the  constitutional  compact  on 
the  footing  of  all  other  compacts,  between  "  parties  hav- 
ing no  common  superior." 

It  is  tlie  natural  and  necessary  consequence  of  the  prin- 
ciples thus  authoritatively  announced  by  the  President,  as 
constituting  the  very  basis  of  our  political  system,  that  the 
Federal  Government  is  unlimited  and  supreme— being  the 
exclusive  judge  of  the  extent  of  its  own  powers,  the  laws  of 
Confess,  sanctioned  by  the  Executive  and  the  judiciary, 
whether  passed  in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
rights  of  the  States,  ornot,  are  "the  supreme  law  of  the 
land."     Hence  it  is  that  the  President  obviously  consi- 


ders the  words  "made  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution," 
as  mere  surplusaee;  and,  therefore,  when  he  professes 
to  recite  the  provision  of  the  constitution  on  this  subject, 
he  states  that  our  "social  compact,  in  express  terms,  de- 
clares that  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  its  constitution, 
and  the  treaties  made  under  it,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,"  and  speaks,  throughout,  of  «*  the  explicit  suprema- 
cy given  to  the  laws  of  the  Union  over  those  of  the  States," 
as  if  a  law  of  Congress  was,  of  itself,  supreme,  while  it 
was  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  treaty  that  it  should  be 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution.  Such,  however, 
is  not  the  provision  of  the  constitution.  That  instrument 
expressly  provides  that  "  the  constitution,  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  bnd,  any  thing  in  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notw^ith- 
standing." 

Here  it  will  be  seen  that  a  law  of  Congfress,  as  such, 
can  have  no  validity  unless  made  **  in  pursuance  of  the 
constitution."  An  unconstitutional  act  is,  therefore,  null 
and  void;  and  the  only  point  that  can  arise  in  this  case  is, 
whether  to  the  Federal  Government,  or  any  department 
thereof,  has  been  exclusively  reserved  the  right  to  decide 
authoritatively  for  the  States  this  question  of  constitution- 
ality. If  this  be  so,  to  which  of  the  departments,  it  may 
be  asked,  is  this  right  of  final  judgment  given?  If  it  be  to 
Congress,  then  is  Congress  not  only  elevated  above  the 
other  departments  of  the  Federal  Government,  but  it  is 
put  above  the  constitution  itself.  This,  however,  the 
President  himself  has  publicly  and  solemnly  denied, 
claiming  and  exercising,  as  is  known  to  all  the  world, 
the  right  to  refuse  to  execute  acts  of  Congress  and  so- 
lemn treaties,  even  after  they  had  received  the  sanction 
of  every  department  of  the  Federal  Government. 

That  the  Executive  possesses  this  right  of  deciding  final- 
ly and  exclusively  as  to  the  validity  of  acts  of  Congress, 
will  hardly  be  pretended;  and  that  it  belong  to  the  judi- 
ciary, except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  decision  of 
questions  which  may  incidentally  come  before  them,  in 
**  cases  of  law  and  equity,"  has  been  denied  by  none  more 
strongly  than  the  President  himself,  who,  on  a  memora- 
ble occasion,  refused  to  acknowledge  the  binding  autho- 
rity of  the  Federal  Court,  and  claimed  for  himself,  and 
has  exercised  the  right  of  enforcing  the  laws,  not  accord- 
ing to  their  judgment,  but  "his  own  understanding  of 
them."  And  yet,  when  it  ser%-es  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing odium  upon  South  Carolina,  "his  native  State,"  the 
President  has  no  hesitation  in  regarding  the  attempt  of  a 
State  to  release  herself  from  the  control  of  the  federal  ju- 
diciary, in  a  matter  affecting  her  sovereign  rights,  as  a 
violation  of  the  constitution. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  examination 
of  the  subject.  It  surely  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt,  that, 
by  the  declaration  of  independence,  the  several  colonies 
became  "free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States:"  and 
our  political  history  will  abundantly  show  that,  at  every 
subsequent  change  in  their  condition,  up  to  the  formation 
of  our  present  constitution,  the  States  preserved  their 
sovereignty.  The  discovery  of  this  new  feature  in  our 
system,  that  the  States  exist  only  as  members  of  the 
Union;  that,  before  the  declaration  of  independence,  we 
were  known  only  as  "United  Colonies;"  and  that,  even 
under  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  States  were  con- 
sidered as  forming,  "collectively,  one  nation"— without 
any  right  of  refusing  to  submit  to  "  any  decision  of  Con- 
gress"— was  reserved  to  the  President  and  his  inimediate 
predecessor.  To  the  latter  "belongs  the  invention,  and, 
upon  the  former,  will  unfortunately  fall  the  evils  of  re- 
ducing it  to  practice." 

South  Carolina  holds  the  principles  now  promulgated 
by  the  President,  as  they  must  always  be  held  by  all  who 
claim  to  be  supporters  of  the  rights  of  the  States — "as 
contradicted  by  the  letter  of  the  constitution;  unauthorized 
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by  its  spirit)  inconsistent  with  every  principle  on  which  it 
was  founded;  destructive  of  all  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  framed;"  utterly  incompatible  with  the  very  exist* 
ence  of  the  States,  and  absolutely  fatal  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people.  South  Carolina  has  so  solemnly 
and  repeatedly  expressed  to  Congress,  and  the  world,  the 

Srinciples  which  she  believes  to  constitute  the  very  \n\- 
ffs  or  the  constitution,  that  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to 
do  more,  at  this  time,  than  barely  to  present  a  summary 
of  those  gjeat  fundamental  truths  which  she  believes  can 
never  be  subverted  without  the  inevitable  destruction  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  of  the  Union  itself.  South 
Carolina  has  never  claimed,  as  is  asserted  by  the  Presi- 
dent, the  right  of  **  repealing,  at  pleasure,  all  the  revenue 
laws  of  the  Union,"  much  less  the  right  of  ''repealing 
the  constitution  itself,  and  laws  passed  to  give  it  effect, 
which  have  never  been  alleged  to  be  unconstitutional." 
She  claims  only  the  right  to  judge  of  infractions  of  the 
constitutional  compact,  in  violation  of  the  reserved  rights 
of  the  State,  and  of  arresting  the  progress  of  usurpation 
within  her  own  limits,  and  when,  as  in  the  tariffs  of  1828 
and  1832,  revenue  and  protection,  constitutional  and  un- 
constitutional objects,  have  been  so  mixed  up  toother 
that  it  is  found  impossible  to  draw  the  line  of  discrimina- 
tion: she  has  no  alternative  but  to  consider  the  whole  as 
a  system  unconstitutional  in  its  character,  and  to  leave  it 
to  those  who  have  "woven  the  web,  to  unravel  the 
threads."  South  Carolina  insists,  and  she  appeals  to  the 
whole  political  history  of  our  country  in  support  of  her 
position,  that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a 
compact  between  sovereign  States;  that  it  creates  a  con- 
federated republic,  not  having  a  single  feature  of  nationali- 
ty  in  its  foundation;  that  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
as  distinct  political  communities,  ratified  the  constitution, 
each  State  acting  for  itself,  and  binding  its  own  citizens, 
and  not  those  of  any  other  State,  the  act  of  ratification  de- 
claring it  to  be  binding  on  the  States  so  ratifying:  the 
States  are  its  authors,  their  power  created  it;  their  voice 
clothed  it  with  authority;  the  Government,  which  it  form- 
ed, is  composed  of  their  agents;  and  the  Union,  of  which 
it  is  the  bond,  is  a  Union  of  States,  and  not  of  individuals; 
that,  as  regards  the  foundation  and  extent  of  its  power, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  strictly  what  its 
name  implies,  a  Federal  Government;  that  the  States  are 
as  sovereign  now  as  they  were  prior  to  the  entering  into 
the  compact;  that  the  federal  constitution  is  a  confede- 
ration in  the  nature  of  a  treaty,  or  an  alliance,  by  which 
so  many  sovereign  States  agreed  to  exercise  their  sove- 
reign powers  conjointly  upon  certain  objects  of  external 
concern,  in  which  they  are  equally  interested,  such  as 
war,  peace,  commerce,  foreign  negotiation,  and  Indian 
trade;  and,  upon  all  other  subjects  of  civil  government, 
they  were  to  exercise  their  sovereignty  separately. 

For  the  convenient,  conjoint  exercise  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States,  there  must,  of  necessity,  be  some  common 
agency  or  fiinctionar}'.  This  agency  is  the  P'ederal  Go- 
vernment. It  represents  the  confederated  States,  and 
executes  their  joint  will,  as  expressed  in  the  connpact. 
The  powers  of  this  Government  arc  wholly  derivative.  It 
possesses  no  more  inherent  sovereignty  than  an  incorpo- 
rated town,  or  any  other  great  corporate  body.  It  is  a 
political  corporation,  and,  like  all  corporations,  it  looks 
for  its  powers  to  an  exterior  source — that  source  is  the 
States. 

South  Carolina  claims  that,  by  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, she  became,  and  has  ever  since  continued,  a 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  State. 

**  That,  as  a  sovereign  State,  she  has  the  inherent  power 
to  do  all  those  acts  which,  by  the  law  of  nations,  any 
prince  or  potentate  may  of  right  do.  That,  like  all  inde- 
pendent States,  she  neither  has,  nor  ought  she  to  suffer 
any  other  restraint  upon  her  sovereign  will  and  pleasure, 
than  those  high  moral  obligations  under  which  all  princes 


and  States  are  bound,  before  God  and  man,  to  perfann 
their  solemn  pledges.  The  inevitable  conclusion,  froBi 
what  has  been  said,  therefore,  is,  that,  sts  in  all  cases  of 
compact  between  independent  sovereigna^  when,  from 
the  very  nature  of  thin^  there  can  be  no  comaioo  judge 
or  umpire,  each  sovereign  has  a  right  '*  to  judge  ss  well 
of  infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measure  of  redraw"  so, 
in  the  present  controversy  between  South  Canlina  and 
the  Federal  Government,  it  belongs  solely  to  her,  by  her 
delegates  in  solemn  convention  assembled,  to  deodc  whe- 
ther the  federal  compact  be  violated,  and  what  remedy 
the  State  ought  to  pursue.  South  Carolina,  therefore, 
cannot,  and  will  not,  yield  to  any  department  of  the  Fe« 
deral  Government  a  right  which  enters  into  the  esBtaoe 
of  all  sovereignty,  and  without  which  it  would  becosoe  s 
bauble  and  a  name." 

Such  are  the  doctrines  which    South  Carolina  bss, 
through-  her  convention,  solemnly  promulga,ted  to  tbe 
world,  and,  by  them,  she  will  stand  or  fall.     Such  were 
the  principles  promulgated  by  Virginia  in  '98,  and  which 
then  received  the  sanction  of  those  great  men,  whose  re- 
corded sentiments  have  come  down  to  us  as  a  fight  to  cor 
feet,  and  a  lamp  to  our  path.  It  is  Virginia,  and  not  South 
Carolina,  who  speaks,  when  it  is  said  that  die  **  vieas  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  resulting  from  the 
compact  to  which  the  States  are  parties,  as  tinited  by  the 
plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument  constiiu'ting 
that  compact,  as  no  further  valid  than  they  ate  authonzcd 
by  the  grants  enumerated  iti  that  compact;  and  thai,  in 
case  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  exercise  of 
other  powers,  not  granted  by  the  sud  compact,  the  States 
who  are  parties  tliereto  have  the  right,  and  are  in  duty 
bound,  to  interpose,  for  arresting  the  prog^ress  of  the 
evil,  and  for  maintaining,  within  their  respective  limits,  Ibe 
<<  authorities,  rights,  and  Itberties,  appertaining  to  them." 
It  is  Kentucky,  who  declared  in  '99,  speaking  in  the 
explicit  language  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  that  the  **  princi- 
ples and  construction  contended  for  by  members  of  the 
State  Legislatures,  (tlie  very  same  now  maintained  by  the 
President,^  that  the  General  Government  is  the  exclusive 
judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  it,  stop 
nothing  short  of  despotism;  since  the  discretion  of  those 
who  administer  the  Government,  and  not  the  constitution, 
would  be  the  measure  of  their  powers;  that  the  several 
States  who  formed  the  instrument,  being  sovereign  and 
independent,  have  the  unquestionable  right  to  judge  of 
the  infraction,  and  that  a  nullification,  by  those  sovereign- 
ties, of  all  unauthorized  acts  done  under  color  of  that  in- 
strument, is  the  rightful  remedy." 

It  is  the  great  apostle  of  American  liberty  himself  who 
lias  consecrated  these  principles,  and  left  them  as  a  legacy 
to  the  American  people,  recorded  by  his  own  hand.  It  is 
by  him  that  we  are  Instructed* — that  to  the  constitutional 
compact  *<  each  State  acceded,  as  a  State,  and  is  an  ia- 
te'grttl  party,  its  co-States  forming,  as  to  itself,  the  other 
party;"  that  "they  alone,  being  parties  to  the  compact, 
are  solely  authorized  to  judge,  in  the  last  resort,  of  the 
powers  exercised  undA*  it.  Congress  being  not  a  party, 
but  merely  the  creature  of  the  compact;"  that  it  becomes 
a  sovereign  State  to  submit  to  undelegated,  and,  conse- 
quently, unlimited  power,  in  no  man  or  body  of  men 
upon  earth;  that  where  powers  are  assumed  which  have 
not  been  delegated,  (the  very  case  now  before  us,)  a 
nullification  of  the  act  is  the  rightful  remedy;  that  every 
State  has  a  natural  right,  in  cases  not  within  the  compacT, 
[casus  non  faderis,]  to  nullify,  of  their  own  authority,  all 
assumption  of  power  by  others,  within  their  limits;*  and 
that,  without  this  right,  they  would  be  under  the  domi- 
nion, absolute  and  unlimited,  of  whomsoever  migiit 
ercise  the  right  of  judgment  for  them;"  and  that,  in 
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of  acts  bein^  passed  by  Congress  *'  so  palpably  against 
the  constitution  as  to  amount  to  an  undisguised  declara- 
tion that  the  compact  is  not  meant  to  be  the  measure  of 
the  powers  of  the  General  Government,  but  that  it  will 
proceed  to  exercise  over  the  States  all  powers  whatso- 
ever, it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  States  to  declare  the 
acts  void,  and  of  no  force,  and  that  each  should  take 
measures  of  its  own  for  providing  that  neither  such  acts, 
nor  any  other  of  the  General  Government,  not  plainly  and 
intentionally  authorized  by  the  constitution,  shall  be  ex« 
ercised  within  their  respective  territories," 

It  is  on  these  great  and  essential  truths  that  South  Ca- 
rolina has  now  acted.  Judging  for  herself  as  a  sovereign 
State,  she  has  pronounced  the  protecting  system,  in  all  its. 
branches,  to  be  a  "  gfross,  deliberate,  and  palpable  viola- 
tion of  the  constitutional  compact;"  and,  having  exhaust- 
ed every  other  means  of  redress,  she  has,  in  the  exercise 
of  her  sovereign  rights,  as  one  of  the  parties  to  that 
compact^  and  in  the  performance  of  a  high  and  sacred 
duty,  interposed  for  arresting  the  evil  of  usurpation  with- 
in her  own  limits,  by  declaring  these  acts  to  be  <<nul], 
void,  and  no  law,  and  taking  measures  of  her  own  that 
they  shall  not  be  enforced  within  her  limits." 

South  Carolina  has  not  <<  assumed"  what  could  be  con- 
sidered as  at  all  doubtful,  when  she  asserts  *  *  that  the  acts 
in  question  were  in  reality  intended  for  the  protection  of 
manufactures;"  that  their  <' operation  is  unequal;"  that 
•*  the  amount  received  by  them  is  greater  than  is  required 
by  the  wants  of  the  Government;"  and,  finally,  "that 
the  proceeds  are  to  be  applied  to  objects  unauthorized  by 
the  constitution."  These  facts  are  notorious;  these  ob- 
jects openly  avowed.  The  President,  without  instituting 
any  inquisition  into  motives,  has  himself  discovered  and 
publicly  denounced  them;  and  his  officer  of  finance  is, 
even  now,  devising  measures  intended,  as  we  are  told,  to 
correct  these  acknowledged  abuses. 

It  is  a  vain  and  idle  dispute  about  words  to  ask  whether 
this  right  of  State  interposition  may  be  most  properly 
styled  a  constitutional,  a  sovereign,  or  a  reserved  right. 
In  calling  this  right  constitutional,  it  could  never  have 
been  intended  to  claim  it  as  a  right  granted  by,  or  derived 
from,  the  constitution,  but  it  is  claimed  as  consistent  with 
its  genius,  its  letter,  and  its  spirit;  it  being  not  only  dis- 
tinctly understood,  at  the  time  of  ratifying  the  constitu- 
tion, but  expressly  provided  for  in  the  instrument  itself, 
that  all  sovereign  rights,  not  agreed  to  be  exercised  con- 
jointly, should  be  exerted  separately  by  the  States.  Vir- 
ginia declared,  in  reference  to  the  right  asserted  in  the 
resolutions  of  '98,  above  quoted,  even  after  having  fully 
and  accurately  re-examined  and  reconsidered  these  reso- 
lutions, "  that  she  found  it  to  be  her  indispensable  doty  to 
adhere  to  the  same,  as  founded  in  truth,  as  consonant  with 
the  constitution,  and  as  »conducive  to  its  welfare,"  and 
Mr.  Madison  himself  asserted  them  to  be  perfectly  "con- 
stitutional and  conclusive." 

It  is  wholly  immaterial,  however,  by  what  name  this 
right  may  be  called,  for  if  the  constitution  be  a  "  com- 
pact to  which  the  States  are  parties,"  if  "acts  of  the 
Federal  Government  are  no  further  valid  than  they  are 
authorized  by  the  grants  enumerated  in  that  compact," 
then  we  have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Madison  himself  for 
the  inevitable  conclusion  that  it  is  "  a  plain  principle,  il- 
lustrated by  common  practice,  and  essential  to  the  nature 
of  compacts,  that  when  resort  can  be  had  to  no  tribunal 
superior  to  the  authority  of  the  parties,  the  parties  them- 
selves must  be  the  rightful  judge,  in  the  last  resort, whe- 
ther the  bargain  made  has  been  pursued  or  violated." 
The  constitution,  continues  Mr.  Madison,  '*was  formed 
by  the  sanction  of  the  States,  given  by  each  in  its  sove- 
reign capacity;  the  States  then  being;  parties  to  the  con- 
stitutional compact,  and  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  it  fol- 
lows, of  necessity,  that  there  can  be  no  tribunal  above 
their  authority,  to  decide,  in  the  last  resort,  whether  the 
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compact  made  by  them  be  violated;  and,  consequently, 
that,  as  the  parties  to  it,  they  must  themselves  decide  in 
the  last  resort  such  questions  as  may  be  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude to  require  their  interposition." 

If  this  right  does  not  exist  in  the  several  States,  then  it 
is  clear  that  the  discretion  of  Congress,  and  not  the  con^ 
stitution,  would  be  the  measure  of  their  powers;  and  this, 
says  Mr.  Jefferson,  would  amount  to  the  "seizing  the 
rights  of  the  States,  and  consolidating  them  in  the  hands 
of  the  General  Government,  with  a  power  assumed  to 
bind  the  States  not  only  in  cases  made  federal,  but 
in  all  cases  whatever;  which  would  be  to  surrender 
the  form  of  Government  we  have  chosen,  to  live  under 
one  deriving  its  power  from  its  own  will." 

We  hold  it  to  be  impossible  to  resist  the  argument  that 
the  several  States,  as  sovereign  parties  to  the  compact, 
must  possess  the  power,  in  cases  of  "g^oss,  deliberate, 
and  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution,  to  judge,  each 
for  itself,  as  well  of  the  infraction  as  of  the  mode  and  mea- 
sure of  redress,"  or  ours  is  a  consolidated  Government, 
"  without  limitation  of  powers;"  a  submission  to  which 
Mr.  Jefferson  has  solemnly  pronounced  to  be  a  greater 
evil  than  disunion  itself.  If,  to  borrow  the  language  of 
Madison's  report,  "  the  deliberate  exercise  of  dangerous 
powers,  palpably  withheld  by  the  constitution,  could  not 
justify  the  parties  to  it  in  interposing,  even  so  far  as  to 
an'est  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  thereby  to  preserve 
the  constitution  itself,  as  well  as  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  the  parties  to  it,  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  relief 
from  usurped  power,  and  a  direct  subversion  of  the  rights 
specified  or  recognised  under  all  the  State  constitutions, 
as  well  as  a  plain  denial  of  the  fundamental  principle  on 
which  our  independence  itself  was  declared.'* 

The  only  plausible  objection  that  can  be  urg^d  against 
this  right,  so  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  States,  is, 
that  it  may  be  abused:  but  this  danger  is  believed  to  be 
altogether  in)aginary.  So  long  as  our  Union  is  felt  as  a 
blessing,  and  this  will  be  just  so  long  as  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment shall  confine  its  operation  within  the  acknow- 
ledged limits  of  the  charter,  there  will  be  no  temptation 
for  any  State  to  interfere  with  the  harmonious  operation 
of  the  system.  There  will  exist  the  strongest  motives  to 
induce  forbearance,  and  none  to  prompt  to  ap^g^ression  on 
either  side,  so  soon  as  it  shall  come  to  be  universally  felt 
and  acknowledged  that  the  States  do  not  stand  to  the 
Union  in  the  relation  of  degfraded  and  dependent  colo- 
nies, but  that  our  bond  of  union  is  formed  by  mutual  S}'m- 
pathies  and  common  interests.  The  true  answer  to  this 
objection  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Madison,  when  he  says: 

"It  does  not  follow,  however,  that,  because  the  States, 
as  sovereign  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  must 
ultimately  decide  whether  it  has  been  violated,  that  such 
a  decision  ought  to  be  interposed  either  in  a  hasty  man- 
ner, or  on  doubtful  and  inferior  occasions.  Even  in  the 
case  of  6rdinary  conventions  between  different  nations, 
it  is  always  laid  down  that  the  breach  must  be  both  wilful 
and  material  to  justify  an  application  of  the  rule.  But  in 
the  case  of  an  intimate  and  constitutional  union,  like  that 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  evident  that  the  interposition 
of  the  parties,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  can  be  called 
for  by  occasions  only  deeply  and  essentially  affecting  the 
vital  principles  of  their  political  system." 

Experience  demonstrates  that  the  danger  is  not  that  a 
State  will  resort  to  her  sovereign  rights  too  frequently, 
or  on  light  and  trivial  occasions,  but  that  she  may  shrink 
from  asserting  them  as  often  as  may  be  necessary. 

It  is  maintained  by  South  Carolina  that,  according  to 
the  true  spirit  of  the  constitution,  it  becomes  Congress, 
in  all  emergencies  like  the  present,  either  to  remove  the 
evil  by  le^slation,  or  to  solicit  of  the  SUtes  the  call  of  a 
convention;  and  that,  on  a  failure  to  obtun,  by  the  con- 
sent of  three-fourths  of  all  the  SUtes,  an  amendment  giv- 
ing the  disputed  power,  it  must  be  regarded  as  ncTcr  hay- 
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ing  been  intended  to  be  g^yen.  These  principles  have 
been  distinctly  recog^nised  by  the  President  himself  in  his 
message  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  and  they  seem  only  to  be  impracticable  ab- 
surdities when  asserted  by  South  Carolina,  or  made  appli- 
cable to  her  existing  contrOTersy  with  the  Federal  Go- 
yernment. 

But  it  seems  that  South  Carolina  receives  from  the  Pre- 
sident no  credit  for  her  sincerity,  when  it  is  declared, 
through  her  Chief  Magistrate,  that  *<she  sincerely  and 
anxiously  seeks  and  desires"  the  submission  of  her  griev- 
ances to  a  convention  of  all  the  States.  "The  only  al* 
ternative  (says  the  President)  which  she  presents,  is  the 
repeal  of  all  the  acts  for  raising  revenui^t  leaving  the  Go- 
vernment without  the  means  of  support,  or  an  acquies- 
cence in  the  dissolution  of  our  Union."  South  Carolina 
has  presented  no  such  alternatives.  If  the  President  had 
read  the  documents  which  the  convention  caused  to  be 
forwarded  to  him  for  the  express  purpose  of  making 
known  her  wishes  and  her  views,  he  would  have  found 
that  South  Carolina  asks  no  more  than  that  the  tariifshould 
be  reduced  to  the  revenue  standard;  and  has  distinctly 
expressed  her  willingness  that  **  an  amount  of  duties  sub- 
stantially uniform  should  be  levied  upon  protected  as 
well  as  unprotected  articles,  sufficient  to  raise  the  reve- 
nue necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Government 
for  constitutional  purposes."  He  would  have  found,  in 
the  exposition  put  forth  by  the  convention  itself,  a  distinct 
appeal  to  our  sister  States  for  the  call  of  a  convention,  and 
the  expression  of  an  entire  willingness,  on  the  part  of 
South  Carolina,  to  submit  the  controversy  to  that  tribu- 
nal. Even  at  the  very  moment  when  he  was  indulging 
in  these  unjust  and  injurious  imputations  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina,  and  their  late  highly  respected 
Chief  Magistrate,  a  resolution  had  actually  been  passed 
through  both  branches  of  our  Legislature,  demanding  a 
call  of  that  very  convention  to  which  he  declares  that  Sie 
had  no  desire  that  an  appeal  should  be  made. 

It  does  not  become  the  dignity  of  a  sovereign  State  to 
notice,  in  the  spirit  which  might  be  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  the  occasion,  the  unwarrantable  imputations  in 
which  the  President  has  thought  proper  to  indulge  in  re- 
lation to  South  Carolina,  the  proceedings  of  her  citizens 
and  constituted  authorities.  He  has  noticed,  only  to  give 
it  countenance,  that  miserable  slander  which  imputes  the 
noble  stand  which  our  people  have  taken  in  defence  of 
their  rights  and  liberties,  to  a  faction  instigated  by  the 
efforts  of  a  few  ambitious  leaders  who  have  g^t  up  an  ex- 
citement for  their  own  personal  aggrandizement.  The 
motives  and  characters  of  those  who  have  been  subjected 
to  these  unfounded  imputations,  are  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  sacrifices  they 
have  made,  and  difficulties  and  trials  through  which  they 
may  have  yet  to  pass,  will  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  disin- 
terested motives,  and  noble  impulses  of  patriotism  and  ho- 
nor by  which  they  are  actuated.  Could  they  have  been 
induced  to  separate  their  own  personal  interests  from 
those  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  and  have  consent- 
ed to  abandon  their  duty  to  the  State,  no  one  knows  bet- 
ter than  the  President  himself  that  ihey  might  have  been 
honored  with  the  highest  manifestations  of  public  re- 
gard; and,  perhaps,  instead  of  being  the  objects  of  vitu- 
peration, might,  even  now,  have  been  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine of  Executive  favor.  This  topic  is  alluded  to  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  guarding  the  people  of  our  sister  Stales 
against  the  fatal  delusion  that  South  Carolina  has  assumed 
her  present  position  under  the  influence  of  a  temporary 
excitement,  and  to  warn  them  that  it  has  been  the  result 
of  the  slow  but  steady  progress  of  public  opinion  for  the 
last  ten  years:  that  it  is  the  act  of  the  people  themselves, 
taken  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  resolutions  repeat- 
edly adopted  in  their  primary  assembles,  and  the  solemn 
determination  of  the  Legiuature,   publicly  announced 


more  than  two  years  a^.  Let  them  not  so  far  deceive 
themselves  on  this  subject  as  to  persevere  in  a  coarse 
which  must,  in  the  end,  inevitably  produce  a  dissolation 
of  the  Union,  under  the  vain  expectation  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  UstcniDg  to  the 
counsels  of  the  President,  will  acknowledg^e  their  error, 
or  retrace  their  steps,  and,  still  less,  that  they  will  be 
driven  from  the  vindication  of  their  rights  by  the  intima- 
tion of  the  danger  of  domestic  discord,  and  threats  of 
lawless  violence.  The  brave  men  who  have  Arown 
themselves  into  the  breach  in  defence  of  the  rights  i»d 
liberties  of  their  country,  are  not  to  be  driven  from  their 
holy  purpose  by  such  means.  Even  unmerited  obIoqay» 
and  death  itself,  have  no  terrors  for  him  who  feels  and 
knows  that  he  is  engaged  in  the  performance  of  a  sacred 
duty.  The  people  of  South  Carolina  are  well  aware  tbst, 
however  passion  and  prejudice  may  obtain,  for  a  seasca, 
the  mastery  of  the  public  mind,  reason  and  justice  must, 
sooner  or  later,  reassert  their  empire;  and  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  event  of  this  contest,  posteritj^  will  do  justice 
to  their  motives,  and  to  the  spotless  purity  and  devoted 
patriotism  with  which  they  have  entered  into  an  arrfooas 
and  most  unequal  conflict,  and  the  unfaltering  coursge  vhh 
which,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  they  wiU  amintam  it. 

The  whole  argument,  so  far  as  it  is  designee^  at  this 
time,  to  enter  into  it,  is  now  disposed  of;  and  it^  h  neces- 
sary to  advert  to  some  passages  in  the  prodamation  which 
cannot  be  passed  over  in  silence.    The  Prcsidctil  distinctly 
intimates  that  it  is  his  determination  to  exert  the  right  U 
putting  down  the  opposition  of  South  Carolina  to  the  ta- 
riff by  force  of  arms.     He  believes  himself  invested  vith 
power  to  do  this  under  that  provision  of  the  constitution 
which  directs  him  **  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  &Ith- 
fully  executed."    Now  if  by  this  it  was  only  meant  to  be 
asserted  that,  under  the  laws  of  Congress,  now  of  force, 
the  President  would  feel  himself  bound  to  aid  the  civil  tri- 
bunals in  the  manner  therein  prescribed,  supposing  such 
laws  to  be  constitutional,   no  just  exception   could  be 
taken  to  this  assertion  of  Executive  duty;  but  il^  as  is  na- 
nifestly  intended,  the  President  sets  up  the  claim  iojudgt 
for  himself  in  what  manner  the  laws  are  to  be  enforced, 
and  feels  himself  at  liberty  to  call  forth  the  militia,  and 
even  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  Union,  against 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  her  constituted  authorities 
and  citizens,  then  it  is  clear  that  he  assumes  a  power  not 
only  not  conferred  on  the  Executive  by  the  constitution, 
but  which  belongs  to  no  despot  upon  earth  exercising-  a 
less  unlimited  authority  than  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Hus- 
sias — an  authority  which,  if  submitted  to,  would  at  once 
reduce  the  free  people  of  these  United  States  to  a.  state  of 
the  most  abject  and  degraded  slaver}'.     But  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  power  whatsoever  to  execute  the  laws,  ex- 
cept in  the  mode  and  manner  prescribed  by  the  hw% 
themselves.     On  looking  into  these  laws,  it  will  be  sees 
that  he  has  no  shadow  or  semblance  of  authority  to  exe- 
cute any  of  the  threats  which  he  has  thrown  out  agains: 
the  good  people  of  South  Carolina.    The  act  of  2$th  Fe- 
bruary, 1795,  gives  the  President  authority  to  call  forth 
the  militia  in  case  of  invasion  *'  by  a  foreign  naUon  or  Is- 
dian  tribe."    By  the  second  section  of  that  act,  it  is  pre- 
vided  that  «  whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  StatesshaH 
be  opposed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obstructed,  in  asv 
State,  b^  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  ordmary  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  or  by  the 
powers  vested  in  the  marshals  by  this  act,  it  shafi  be  law- 
ful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  call  ^a^  the 
militia  of  such  State,  or  of  any  other  State  or  Slates^  as 
may  be  necessary  to  suppress  such  con^inatioai^  tad  to 
cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed. '^ 

The  words  here  used,  though  they  might  be  SB^t^nve^ 
to  be  very  comprehensive  in  their  import,  aii«  jesuaso^d. 
by  those  which  follow.    By  the  next  section  it  b  decte^d 
that  «  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  Ja^gment  t^ 
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the  President,  to  use  the  military  force  hereby  directed 
to  be  called  forth,  the  President  shall  forthwith,  by  pro- 
clamation, command  such  insurgents  to  disperse,  and  re- 
tire peaceably  to  their  respective  abodes  within  a  Kmited 
time."    On  reading  these    two  sections  together,  it  is 
manifest  that  they  relate  entirely  to  combinations  of  indi- 
viduals, acting  of  themselves  without  any  lawful  author- 
ity. The  constituted  authorities,  acting  under  the  laws  of 
the  State,  and  its  citizens  yielding  obedience  to  its  com- 
mands, cannot  possibly  be  considered  as  a  mere  mob, 
forming  combinations  against  the  authority  and  laws  of 
the  Union,  to  be  dispersed  by  an  Executive  proclama- 
tion; and  any  attempt  so  to  treat  them  would  be  a>gross 
and  palpable  violation  of  the  sovereign  authority  of  the 
State,  and  an  offence  punishable  criminally  in  her  own 
coiurts.     Whether  the  late  proclamation  of  the  President 
was  intended  as  a  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  docs  not  very  clearly  appear;  but  if  .so,  it  can"  only 
be  considered  as  directed  against  the  State,  since  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  have  certainly  not  been  forcibly  ob- 
structed by  combinations  of  any  sort,  and  it  is  certainly 
worthy  of  observation  that  the  command  extended  to  the 
people  is  not  that  they  should  disperse,   but  that  they 
should  reassemble  in  convention,  and  repeal  the  obnox- 
ious ordinance. 

The  power  of  the  President,  so  &r  as  this  subject  is 
embraced,  in  relation  to  the  army  and  navy,  is  exactly  co- 
extensive with  that  over  the  militia.     By  the  6rst  section 
of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1807,  it  is  expressly  provided, 
that,  in  all  cases  of  '•  obstruction  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  individual  State,  where  it  is  lawful  for 
the  President  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of 
cau-iing  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  him  to  employ,  for  the  same  purpose,  such  part  of 
the  land  or  naval  force  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary, having  first  observed  all  the  prerequisites  of  the 
law  in  that  respect."  Here,  then,  it  is  seen  that,  unless  the 
President  is  resolved  to  disregard  all  constitutional  obli- 
gations, and  to  trample  the  laws  of  his  country  under  his 
feet,  he  has  no  authority  whatever  to  use  force  against 
the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and  should  he  attempt  to  do 
so,  the  patriotic  citizens  of  this  State  know  too  well  their 
own  rights,  and  have  too  sacred  a  regard  to  their  duties, 
to  hesitate  one  moment  in  repelling  invasion,  come  from 
what  quarter  it  may.     Could  they  be  deterred  by  the 
threats  of  lawless  violence,  or  any  apprehension  of  conse- 
quences, from  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duty,  they 
would  feel  that  they  were  the  unworthy  descendants  of 
the  <*  Pinckneys,  Sumters,  and  Rutledges,  and  a  thousand 
other  names  which  adorn  the  pages  of  our  revolutionary 
history,"  some  of  whom  have  just  gone  from  among  us, 
and  been  gathered  to  their  fathers,  leaving  as  a  legacy 
their  solemn  injunction  that  we  should  never  abandon  this 
contest  until  we  shall  have  obtained  "  a  fresh  understand- 
ing of  the  bargain,"  and  restored  the  liberties  for  which 
they  fought  and  bled.     Others  still  linger  among  us,  ani- 
mating us  by  their  example,  and  exhorting  us  to  maintain 
that   *'  solemn  ordinance  and  declaration"  which  they 
have  subscribed  with  their  own  names,  and  in  support  of 
which  they  have  **  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honor." 

The  annals  which  record  the  struggles  of  freedom, 
show  us  that  rulers  in  every  age  and  every  country,  jea- 
lous of  their  power,  have  resorted  to  the  very  same  means 
to  extingfuish  in  the  bosom  of  man  that  noble  instinct  of 
liberty  which  prompts  him  to  resist  oppression.  The 
system  by  which  tyrants  in  every  age  have  attempted  to 
obliterate  this  sentiment,  and  to  crush  the  spirit  of  the 
people,  consists  In  the  skilful  employment  of  promises 
and  threats,  in  alternate  efforts  to  encourage  their  hopes 
and  excite  their  fears;  to  show  that  existing  evils  are  ex- 
ttffgerated,  the  danger  of  resistance  great,  and  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  success  insuperable;  and,  finally,  to 


'  sow  dissensions  among  the  people  by  creating  jealousies, 
and  exciting  a  distrust  of  those  whose  counsels  and  ex- 
ample may  be  supposed  to  have  an  important  bearing  on 
the  success  of  their  cause. 

These,  with  animated  appeals  to  the  loyalty  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  an  imposing  ariay  of  military  force,  constitute 
the  means  by  which  the  people  have  in  every  age  been 
reduced  to  slavery.     When  we  turn  to  the  pages  of  our 
own  history,  we  find  that  such  were  the  measures  resorted 
to  at  the  commencement  of  our  awn  glorious  revolution, 
to  keep  our  fathers  in  subjection  to  Great  Britain;  and 
such  are  the  means  now  used  to  induce  the  people  of  Ca- 
rolina to  **  retrace  their  steps,"  and  to  remain  forever  de- 
graded colonists,  governed  not  in  reference  to  their  own 
interests,  but  the  interests  of  others.     Our  fathers  were 
told,  as  we  now  are,  that  their  grievances  were  in  a  great 
measure  imaginary.    They  were  promised,  as  we  have 
been,  that  those  grievances  should  be  redressed.     They 
were  told,  as  we  now  are,  that  the  people  were  misled  by 
a  few  designing  men,  whose  object  was  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union,  and  their  own  seli-aggnndizement.     They 
were  told,  as  we  now  are,  of  the  danger  that  would  be 
incurred  by  disobedience  to  the  laws.     The  power  and 
resources  of  the  mother  country  were  then,  as  now, 
ostentatiously  displayed  in  insulting  contrast  with  the  scat- 
tered population  and  feeble  resources  on  which  we  could 
alone  rely.     And  the  punishment  due  ta  treason  and  re- 
bellion were  held  out  as  the  certain  fate  of  all  who  should 
disreg^ard  the  paternal  efforts  of  their  royal  master  to 
bring  back  his  erring  children  to  the  arms  of  their  indul- 
gent mother.     They  were  commanded,  as  we  have  been, 
to  "retrace  their  steps."    But,  though  divided  among 
themselves,  to  a  greater  extent  than  we  are  now,  without 
an  organized  Government,  and  destitute  of  arms  and  re- 
sources of  every  description,  they  bid  defiance  to  the 
tyrant's  power^  and  refused  obedience  to  his  commands. 
They  incurred  the  legal  guilt  of  rebellion,  and  braved 
tlie  dangers,  both  of  the  scaffold  and  the  field,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  colossal  power  of  their  acknowledged  sove- 
reign, rather  than  submit  to  the  imposition  of  taxes  lig^t 
and  inconsiderable  in  themselves,  but  imposed  without 
their  consent,  for  the  benefit  of  others.     And  what  is  our 
present  condition?    We  have  an  org^ized  Government, 
and  a  population  three  times  as  great  as  that  which  existed 
in  '76.     We  are  maintauning,  not  only  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  but  the  sovereignty  of  our  own  State, 
against  whose  authority  rebellion  may  be  committed,  but 
in  obedience  to  whose  commands  no  man  can  commit 
treason.     We  are  struggling  against  unconstitutional  and 
oppressive  taxation  imposed  upon  us,  not  only  without  our 
consent,  but  in  defiance  of  our  repeated  remonstrances 
and  solemn  protests.    In  such  a  quarrel,  our  duty  to  our 
country,  ourselves,  and  our  posterity,  is  too  plain  to  be 
mistaken.     We  will  stand  upon  the  soil  of  Carolina,  and 
maintain  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  State,  or  be  burled 
beneath  its  ruins.     As  unhappy  Poland  fell  before  the 
power  of  the  Autocrat,  so  may  Carolina  be  crushed  by 
the  power  of  her  enemies;  but  Poland  was  not  surround- 
ed by  free  and  independent  States,  interested,  like  her- 
self, in  preventine^  the  establishment  of  the  very  tyranny 
which  they  are  called  upon  to  impose  upon  a  sister  State. 
If,  in  spite  of  our  common  kindred,  and  common  inte- 
rests, the  glorious  recollections  of  the  past,  and  the  proud 
hopes  of  the  future.  South  Carolina  should  be  coldly  aban- 
doned to  her  fate,  and  reduced  to  subjection  by  an  unholy 
combination  among  her  sister  States,  which  is  believed  to 
be  utterly  impossible,  and  the  doctrines  promulgated  by 
the  President  are  to  become  the  foundations  of  a  new 
system  cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  citizens,  it  matters 
not  what  may  be  our  lot.     Under  such  a  Government,  as 
there  could  be  no  liberty,  so  there  could  be  no  security 
either  for  our  persons  or  our  property. 

But  there  is  one  consolation,  of  which,  in  the  proyidenco 
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of  God,  no  people  can  be  deprived  without  their  own 
consent — the  proud  comciousnets  of  haying  done  their 
duty.  If  our  country  must  be  enslaTed,  let  her  not  be 
dishonored  by  her  own  sons!  Let  them  not  **  forge  the 
chains  themseWes  by  which  their  liberties  are  to  be  ma- 
nacled." 

The  President  has  intimated  in  his  proclamation  that  a 
**  standing  army"  is  about  to  be  raisea  to  carry  secession 
into  effect.  South  Carolina  desires  that  her  true  position 
shall  be  clearly  understood,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Her  object  is  not  *<  disunion;"  she  has  raised  no  **  standing 
army;"  and  if  driven  to  repel  Invanon  or  resist  ag^gression, 
she  win  do  so  by  the  strong  arms  and  stout  hearts  of  her 
citizens.  South  Carolina  nas  solemnly  proclaimed  her 
purpose;  that  purpose  is  the  vindication  of  her  rights. 
She  has  professed  a  sincere  attachment  to  the  Union;  and 
that,  to  the  utmost  of  her  power,  she  will  endeavor  to 
preserve  it,  «  but  believes  that,  for  this  end,  it  is  her  dut^ 
to  watch  over  and  oppose  any  infraction  of  those  princi- 
ples which  constitute  the  only  basis  of  that  Union,  be- 
cause a  faithful  observance  of  them  can  alone  secure  its 
existence;  that  she  yenerates  the  constitution,  and  will 
protect  and  defead  it  *  against  every  aggression,  either 
foreign  or  domestic;'  but,  above  all,  that  she  estimates,  as 
beyond  all  price,  her  liberty,  which  she  is  unalterably  de- 
termined never  to  surrender  while  she  has  the  power  to 
maintain  it." 

The  President  denies,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  the 
right  of  a  Statff,  under  any  circumstances,  to  secede  from 
the  Union,  and  puts  this  denial  on  the  ground  *<that,  from 
the  time  the  States  parted  with  so  many  powers  as  to  con- 
stitute jointly  with  the  other  States  a  single  nation,  they 
cannot,  from  that  period,  possess  any  right  to  secede." 
What  then  remains  of  tiiose  "rights  of  the  States"  for 
which  the  President  professes  so  "high  a  reverence?"  In 
what  do  they  consist'  And  by  what  tenure  are  they  held  ? 
The  uncontrolled  will  of  the  Federal  Government.  Like 
any  other  petty  corporation,  the  States  may  exert  such 
powers,  and  such  only,  as  may  be  permitted  by  their  su- 
]>erior8.  When  they  step  beyond  these  limits,  even  a 
federal  officer  will  set  at  naught  their  decrees;  repeal 
their  solemn  ordinances;  proclaim  their  citizens  to  be 
traitors,  and  reduce  them  to  subjection  by  military  force; 
and  if,  driven  to  desperation,  they  should  seek  a  refuge 
in  secession,  they  are  to  be  told  tiiat  they  have  bound 
themselves  to  those  whe  have  perpetrated  or  permitted 
these  enormities,  in  the  iron  bonds  of  a  "perpetual  Union." 

If  these  principles  could  be  established,  then,  indeed, 
would  the  days  of  our  liberty  be  numbered,  and  the  re- 
public will  have  found  a  roaster.  If  South  Carolina  had 
not  already  taken  her  stand  against  the  usurpation  of  Uie 
Federal  Government,  here  would  have  been  an  occasion 
when  she  musrt  have  felt  herself  impelled,  by  every  im- 
pulse of  patriotism,  and  every  sentiment  of  duty,  to  stand 
forth  in  open  defiance  of  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, when  a  sovereign  State  is  denounced,  her  autho- 
rity derided,  the  allegiance  of  her  citizens  denied,  and 
she  is  threatened  with  military  power  to  reduce  her  to 
obedience  to  the  will  of  one  of  the  functionaries  of  the 
Federal  Government,  by  whom  she  is  commanded  to 
•*  tear  from  her  archives"  her  most  solemn  decrees. 
Surely  the  time  has  come  when  it  must  be  seen  whether 
the  people  of  the  several  States  have,  indeed,  lost  the 
spirit  of  the  revolution,'and  whether  they  are  to  become 
the  willing  instruments  of  an  unhallowed  despotism.  In 
such  a  sacred  cause.  South  Carolina  will  feel  that  she  is 
striking  not  for  her  own,  but  the  liberties  of  the  Union 
and  the  rights  of  man;  and  she  confidently  trusts  that  the 
issue  of  this  contest  will  be  an  example  to  freemen,  and 
a  lesson  to  rulers  throughout  the  world. 

Fellow-citizens:  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  I  do  once  more  solemnly  warn  you 
against  all  attempts  to  seduce  you  from  your  primary  al- 


legiance to  the  State;  I  charge  you  to  be  &ithful  to  you; 
duty  as  citizens  of  South  CaroUna,  and  earnestly  exhort 
you  to  disregard  those  <*  vun  menaces"  of  miEtMij  force, 
which,  if  the  President,  in  violation  of  all  his  coostitutionai 
obligations,  and  of  your  most  sacred  rigfatsi,  should  be 
tempted  to  employ,  it  would  become  yoar  solemn  dat^,  at 
all  hazards,  to  resist.  I  require  you  to  be  fully  prepared 
to  sustain  the  dignity,  and  protect  the  liberties  of  the 
State,  if  need  be,  witn  "  your  lives  and  fortunes.**  And 
may  that  great  and  good  Being, who,  as  a  «'  father,  careth 
for  his  children,"  inspire  us  with  that  holy  zeal  in  a  ^ood 
cause,  which  is  the  best  safeguard  of  our  rights  aad 
liberties. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  aeal  of 
the  State  to  be  hereunto  afiGixed,  and  have 
ngned  the  same  with  my  hand.  I>oiie  at  Co- 
[i.  s.]  lumbia,  this  twentieth  day  of  Becember,  ia 
the  year  of  our  LfOrd  one  thousand  eight  hio- 
dred  and  thirty-two,  and  in  the  indepeodeace 
of  the  United  States  the  fifty^seventb. 

ROBERT  Y.  HATXE. 
By  the  Governor: 

Saxvil  Hamxovs,  Seerdttry  of  State, 

No.  14. 

•SnKAL   OHDXHS. 

Hbad  Quahtub,  Columbia^  Ikc.!2D,  1832. 

The  Legislature  having,  at  their  session  which  has  jost 
closed,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Goyemor  to  accept 
the  services  of  volunteers  who  will  hold  themselves  m 
readiness  to  take  the  field  at  a  moment's  wamingt  ^ouM 
it  become  necessary  to  call  upon  them,  to  suppress  insur- 
rection, repel  invasion,  or  support  the  civil  authorities  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  public  notice  is  hereby  given 
to  all  the  patriotic  citizens  or  the  State,  that  their  services 
as  volunteers  will  be  accepted,  either  individually,  or  by 
companies,  troops,  battalions,  divisions,  or  regiments,  of 
artillery,  cavalry,  or  riflemen.     Where  volunteer  compa- 
nies now  existing,  or  hereafter  to  be  raised,  and  consist- 
ing of  not  less  than  forty  nor  more  than  one  hundred 
effective  men,  shall  offer  their  services,  they  will  be  re- 
ceived as  a  whole,  with  their  own  officers.     Any  four 
companies  that  may  choose  to  be  joined  together,  will  be 
organized  as  a  battalion,  under  any  field  officer  they  may 
select  from  the  regiment  or  brigade  out  of  which  such 
battalion  may  be  formed;  and  any  two  battalions  that  may 
desire  to  be  united,  will,  in  like  manner,  be  formed  into  a 
regiment.     Volunteers  will  only  be  required  to  do  duty  in 
their  respective  volunteer  companies,  and  are  exonerated 
from  all  militia  duty  to  which  they  may  now  be  liable  in 
their  respective  beats,  or  in  the  battalions  or  regiments  to 
which  they  may  now  belong.     Should  the  volunteers  be 
called  into  actual  service,  arms  will  be  furnished  Iheiu, 
and  sooner,  should  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Gov- 
ernor permit.  Officers  will  be  appointed  in  each  brigade, 
who  will  afford  all  necessary  information,  and  thnHtgh 
whom  reports  and  tenders  of  service  may  be  made.    In 
the  mean  time,  all  communications  will  be  addressed  to 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  in  Charleston. 

In  making  this  call  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the 
Legislature,  the  commander-in-chief  feels  the  most  pe^ 
feet  confidence  that  it  will  be  responded  to  with  the 
promptness  and  spirit  which  has  always  distinguished  tlie 
gallant  sons  of  Carolina,  and  that,  should  their  countiy 
need  their  services,  they  will  be  found  at  the  post  of  honor 
and  of  duty,  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  her  defence. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  and  commander-in-chief: 

JOHN  B.  EARLE,  Jbjr.  Gm. 

Mention  HiJUmen — Company  Orden, 

CoLVXBiA,  December  SI,  18S2. 
The  members  of  the  Richland  Volunteer  Rifle  Company 
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are  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march,  at  a 
minute's  warning,  and  without  delay,  to  any  point  in  the 
State  which  may  be  designated  by  the  proper  authority, 
to  perform  such  military  service,  in  defence  of  the  State, 
as  may  be  required.  Each  member  will,  forthwith,  put 
his  rifle  and  accoutrements  in  complete  order;  furnish 
himself  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  powder  and  ball,  a 
coarse  homespun  knapsack,  with  a  blanket,  and  the  requi- 
site change  of  clothing.  Upon  being  notified,  each  man 
will  promptly  repair  to  the  Town  Hall,  to  be  mustered 
into  service  at  the  minute  desirnated.  Upon  the  recep- 
tion of  marching  orders,  a  field  piece  will  be  fired  five 
times  in  succession,  as  a  signal  for  assembling. 

E.  H.  MAXCY,  Captain. 

N.  B.  The  company  will  parade  on  Saturday  next,  the 
5th  of  January,  1833,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  for  drill  and 
target  firing.  And  on  the  same  day,  at  nine  A.  M.  a  court 
martial  will  be  held  at  the  captain's  office,  for  the  trial  of 
defaulters  at  all  previous  musters,  and  the  last  regimental 
review. 


JMeasage  from  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting^ tn  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  the 
oraers given  to  the  land  and  naval  forces  at  Charleston. 

Washiitgtok,  Feb.  13,  1833. 
7b  the  Senate.' 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  lay  before 
it  <' copies  of  the  orders  which  have  been  given  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  military  forces  assembled  in 
and  near  to  the  city  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and 
also  copies  of  the  orders  which  have  been  given  to  the 
commander  of  the  naval  forces  assembled  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  particularly  such  orders,  if  any  such  have 
been  given,  to  resist  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  within  the  limits  of  said  State," 
I  transmit,  herewith,  papers  numbered  from  one  to  seven- 
teen, inclusive,  embracing  the  orders  which  have  been 
eiven  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  land  and  naval 
rorces  assembled  in  and  near  the  city  of  Charleston,  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
which  relate  to  military  operations  in  that  quarter.  No 
order  has  at  any  time  been  g^ven,  in  any  manner  incon- 
sistent therewith.  There  is  a  part,  however,  of  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  December  3d,  1832, 
omitted,  which,  being  conditional  in  its  character,  and 
not  relating  to  the  operations  of  the  troops,  it  is  deem- 
ed improper,  in  the  present  state  of  the  service,  to  com- 
municate. 

No  order  has,  at  anytime,  been  gfiven  "to  resist  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  said  State." 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


[COKTIDSKTI AI..  ] 

NaVT  DfiFAnTMEKT, 

December  12, 1832. 

Sia:  The  Experiment  and  Natchez  will  both  sail  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  touch  at  the  port  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

You  can  take  passage  in  either  to  your  station,  and  will, 
when  necessary,  after  perusing  the  instructions  g^ven  to 
their  commanders,  issue  any  orders  to  either  within  the 
tenor  of  those  instructions,  which  your  skill  and  expe- 
rience may  deem  necessary. 

I  wish  you,  before  they  sail,  to  give  every  caution  and 
advice  to  them,  as  to  their  passage,  at  this  inclement  sea- 
son, and  to  see  that  they  have  on  board  suitable  charts, 
chronometers,  8tc.,  for  the  voyage. 

You  are  requested  to  furnish  me  with  a  particular  re- 


port, from  time  to  time,  of  all  your  proceedings,  while 
commander  of  the  station  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Com.  JsBSx  D.  Elliott, 

Com'g  naval statum,  Charlestony  S.  C,  Norfolk,  Fa. 

[COHFISENTIAL.  ] 

Navt  DBPAKTXXirr,  December  12,  1832. 

Sib:  You  are  directed,  whenever  ready  again  for  sea, 
to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
and  carrv  out  as  passenger  there  Commodore  Jesse  D. 
Elliott,  tne  commander  of  that  station. 

You  will  remain  there  till  further  orders  from  the  de- 
partment, taking  special  care  to  give  to  all  our  citizens 
and  navigation  in  that  neighborhood  all  needful  protec- 
tion in  their  accustomed  lawful  pursuits. 

In  the  present  inflamed  condition  of  the  public  mind 
in  a  portion  of  the  community  there,  you  will  use  scrupu- 
lous caution  to  g^ve  no  just  occasion  for  offence,  and  will 
enjoin  on  your  officers  and  crew  the  utmost  moderation 
and  forbearance  in  their  deportment,  consistent  with  their 
duty  to  the  laws  and  constitution. 

Your  acts  will  be  confined  entirely  to  the  defensive- 
giving  relief  to  those  in  distress,  and  to  those  under  at- 
tacks from  illegal  force,  and  will  exercise  the  greatest 
vigilance  to  co-operate  with  the  commander  of  the  forts 
in  that  neighborhood  in  defending  the  public  works  and 
public  property  from  aggression,  injury,  or  capture,  by 
any  violent  or  illegal  assaults  from  any  quarter  whatever. 

You  will  consult  and  obey  the  commander  at  that  sta- 
tion in  any  exigency;  and  should  another  vessel  of  war  of 
the  United  States  touch  at  the  same  port  while  you  re- 
main there,  you  can  extend  your  cruise  to  the  port  of  Sa- 
vannah; and  it  is  hoped  a  cordial  union  will  exist  in  all 
your  proceedinsn.  I  am,  8cc., 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Lieut.  Wx.  Mxavivx, 

Com'g  U.  S.  sch'r  Eoqteriment,  Norfolk,  Va. 

[COOTISXTTIAI..  ] 

Navt  Depabtmxnt,  December  19,  1832. 

Sia:  You  are  directed,  as  soon  as  the  Natchez  shall  be 
ready  for  sea,  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  and  carry  out  with  you  as  passenger  from  Nor- 
folk, should  he  be  there,  and  request  it.  Commodore  Jes- 
se D.  Elliott,  the  commander  of  the  Charleston  station. 
After  reaching  Charleston,  you  will  remain  there  till  fur- 
ther orders  from  this  department,  taking  especial  care  to 
give  to  all  our  citizens  and  navigation  in  that  neighbor- 
hood all  needful  sdd  and  protection  in  their  accustomed 
lawful  pursuits. 

tn  the  present  excited  state  of  feeling  of  a  portion  of 
the  community  there,  you  will  use  scrupulous  caution  to 
give  no  just  occauon  for  offence,  and  will  enjoin  on  your 
officers  and  men  the  utmost  moderation  and  forbearance 
in  their  deportment,  consistent  with  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duty  to  the  constitution  and  laws. 

Your  acts  are  to  be  confined  entirely  to  the  defensive — 
giving  relief  to  those  in  distress,  and  to  those  under  at- 
Ucks  from  illegal  force,  and  vigilantiy  co-operatinp  with 
the  commanders  of  the  forts  in  that  neighborhood  m  de- 
fending the  public  works  and  public  property  from  ag- 
gression, injury,  or  capture,  by  any  violent  or  illegal  as- 
saults from  any  quarter  whatever. 

You  will  consult  and  obey  the  commander  of  that  sta- 
tion in  any  exigency;  and  it  is  hoped  a  cordial  union  will 
exist  in  all  your  proceedingps. 

I  am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 


Master  Com't  Jwo.  P.  Zaktzifoeb, 

Com'g  U.  8.  ship  Natdua,  Norfolk,  Fa. 
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Proueding$  in  rtkUion  to  South  CaroUna. 


Natt  DuAmTMBVTy  Jkeember  24,  1832. 

Sib:  Among  the  duties  entniited  to  you  while  on  the 
Athntic  coast  the  present  winter,  is  that  of  seeking^,  by 
every  judicious  means,  the  safety  of  our  coasting  naviga- 
tion, and  vessels  coming  home  mm  abroad  at  this  incle- 
ment season. 

After  arriving  at  Charleston,  and  making  it  your  station 
till  other  orders,  you  will,  occasionally,  after  storms  and 
Inclement  weather,  cruise  at  some  distance  up  and  down 
the  coast,  and,  if  finding  any  vessels  in  distresi^  yield  them 
all  practicable  aid. 

I  am,  respectfully. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Lieut.  Wx.  Msmviirx, 

Com'g  U,  S.  9chW  Experiment^  Norfolk^  Va.    ' 

Navt  DzpABTmvT,  Ikeember  24»  1832. 

Sib:  Among  the  duties  entrusted  to  you  while  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  the  present  winter,  is  that  of  seeking,  by 
every  judicious  mean^  the  safety  of  our  coasting  naviea- 
tion,  and  vessels  coming  home  from  abroad  at  this  incle- 
ment season. 

After  arriving  at  Charleston,  and  making  it  your  station 
until  other  orders^  you  will,  occasionally,  after  storms  and 
inclement  weather,  cruise  at  some  distance  up  and  down 
the  coast{  and,  if  finding  any  vessels  in  distress,  yield  them 
all  practicable  aid. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Master  Com't  Jiro.  P.  ZAVTsnresR, 

Corn's  U.  S.  ship  Natchez,  Norfolk,  Fa. 

HZAO  QVABTXBS  OY  THX  AbXT, 

Waehington,  October  29,  1832. 

Sib:  From  the  information  which  has  been  received  by 
the  Executive,  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  the  officers  in 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  should  be  advised  of  the  possi- 
bility of  attempts  being  made  to  surprise,  seize,  and  oc- 
cupy the  forts  committed  to  them.  You  are,  therefore, 
especially  charged  to  use  your  utmost  vigilance  in  coun- 
teracting such  attempts.  You  will  call  personally  on  the 
commanders  of  Castle  Pinckney  and  Fort  Moultrie,  and 
instruct  them  to  be  vigilant  to  prevent  surprise  in  the 
night,  or  by  day,  on  the  part  of  any  set  of  people  what- 
ever, who  may  approach  the  forts  with  a  view  to  seize 
and  occupy  them.  You  will  warn  the  said  officers  that 
such  an  attempt  is  apprehended,  and  that  they  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  defence,  to  the  last  extremity,  of  the 
forts  and  garrisons  under  their  respective  commandi^ 
against  any  assault,  and  also  against  intrigue  and  surprise. 
The  attempt  to  surprise  the  forts  and  garrisons,  it  is  ex- 
pected, will  be  made  by  the  militia,  and  it  must  be  guard- 
ed against  by  constant  vigilance,  and  repelled  at  every 
hazard.  These  instructions  you  will  be  careful  not  to 
show  to  any  persons,  other  than  the  commanding  officers 
of  Castle  Pinckney  and  Fort  Moultrie.  They  are  to  be 
considered  by  you  and  them  as  strictlv  confidential,  and 
will  govern  you  and  them  as  commanders  in  the  harbor. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

A.  MACOMB, 
Mffor  Oeneral  eommanding^ 

To  Brevet  Major  J.  F.  Hzilimait, 

Com*g  ihetroopeof  the  IT,  &  in  CharletUm, 
and  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston^  S.  C. 

AnixTTAiTT  Gibkbal's  OrriGB, 
fVaehingtont  Nooember  6,  1832. 

Sib;  The  Oeneral  in  Chief  directo  that  vou  order  Cap- 
tain Ripley,  with  his  company  (B)  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
artillery,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Fort  Moultne,  in  the  * 


harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  with  further  onlen 
to  report  his  arrival  at  the  post  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  troops  on  the  Charleston  station. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sprran^ 

H.  JOXES, 
Jkgutant  General 
Brevet  Colonel  Eustis, 

4th  artillery,  eom*g  Fort  Monroe,  Pa. 

ASJITTABT  GbBBBA&'s  OiTICX, 

Waeldng^on,  Nooember  7, 18SI 

Sib:  The  General  in  Chief  directs  that  you  order  gob* 
pany  C,  of  the  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  to  proceed  folk- 
with  to  Fort  Moultrie,  in  the  harbor  of  Chaiieston,  wA 
orders  to  report  to  the  commanding  oflioers  of  tiiat  pest 
and  station. 
I  am,  nr,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervaiil; 

R.  JONESp 
JS^t§tani  Gaunl 
Brevet  Colonel  Evstis, 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe,  Fa. 


Hbad  Quabtbbs  or 

Washington,  November  IS,  18S2. 

Sib:  I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  in- 
stant. By  this  time  it  is  expected  that  the  barbette  car- 
riages for  Castle  Pinckney  have  arrived.  I  was  surprised 
to  find  that  they  had  not  been  sliipped  many  montiu  ago, 
as  they  were  ordered  at  the  same  time  with  the  otber 
equipments. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  how  you  are  to  act  in  case  the 
authorities  of  South  Carolina  should  demand  posKSBOo 
of  the  citadel,  and  the  arms  belonging  to  the  Slate,  I  ban 
only  to  say  to  you  that  you  will,  on  such  demsod,  en- 
cuate  the  citadel,  and  deuver  to  the  proper  anthori^  the 
arms,  taking,  of  course,  receipts  for  tlie  property  ss  xaa- 
al.    And  should  the  cholera  press  on  yoo,  you  are  autho- 
rized to  retire  with  your  company  to  SuUivan's  isbod  or 
Castle  Pinckney,  as  jrou  may  think  best.     But  in  the  Ut- 
ter case  you  will  wnte  a  letter  to  the  Inteodant  of  the 
city,  informing  him  of  your  intention,  and  as  it  has  been 
intimated  to  you  that  the  citadel  and  arms  beknging  to 
the  State  will  be  demanded  of  you,  that  you  are  deaioia 
of  turning  them,  and  all  other  property  in  jour  charge, 
over  to  the  proper  authorities^  tnat  you  wQl  cto  so  on  the 
demand  of  such  authorities,  and  retire  from  the  cit^.     Yoa 
will,  however,  take  care  to  secure  all  the  property  be- 
I  longing  to  the  United  States  that  may  be  of  use  or  valu- 
able, and  cause  to  be  transferred  to  Castle  PincVney  or 
Fort  Moultrie,  or  both,  as,  according  to  your  judgment,  wM 
be  most  proper.     Be  careful,  and  do  eveiy  thing  in  writ- 
ing in  the  way  of  communication  with  the  aotfaofrities  wi± 
whom  you  may  acti  be  courteous  and  dedded,  avoidia( 
all  committal  on  your  part  as  to  hostility)  but  defend  joiff' 
self,  if  attacked,  in  confwmity  with  the  instructions  yvk 
have  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 

Mt^Qeneraieammanding. 
Brevet  Major  Hn&uiAir, 

Commanding  in  Charleston,  S.  C. 

[COVriDBBTIAL.  ] 

Washihotok,  Noven^er  18,  ISSS- 
Sib:  The  state  of  affairs  in  South  Carolina  has  occa- 
sioned much  solicitude  to  the  President.  He  indu^ 
the  hope  that  the  mtelligence  and  patriotism  of  bo-  do- 
zens will  prevent  any  infraction  of  the  constitutioa  ind 
laws  of  the  General  Government.  But,  while  he  aoxioiis- 
ly  looks  for  this  result,  he  deems  it  poMtble,  from  the  m- 
formation  he  has,  that  in  the  first  effervescence  of  fceV 
ingj  some  rash  attempt  may  be  made  by  indiriduBls  to  uke 
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•fissenion  of  the  forts  of  the  United  States  in  the  harbor 
f  Charleston.  The  possibility  of  such  a  measure  ftir- 
ishes  a  suiBcient  reason  for  goarding^  a^nst  it,  and  the 
^rendent  is,  therefore,  anzioas  that  the  situation  and 
leans  of  defence  of  these  fortifications  should  be  inspect- 
d  by  an  officer  of  experience,  who  could  also  estimate 
nd  provide  for  any  dangers  to  which  they  may  be  expos* 
d.  He  has  full  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  diacre* 
ion,  and  it  is  his  wish  that  you  repair  immediately  to 
Charleston,  and  examine  erety  thing  connected  with  the 
ortifications.  Tou  are  at  liberty  to  take  such  measures^ 
Ither  by  strengthening  these  defences,  or  by  reinforcing 
hese  garrisons  witli  troops  drawn  from  an^  other  posta^ 
s  you  may  think  prudence  and  just  precaution  require. 

Your  duty  will  be  one  of  great  importance  and  of  g^at 
lelicacy.  Tou  will  consult  fiilly  and  freely  with  the  col- 
ector  of  the  port  of  Charleston  and  with  the  district  at- 
orney  of  South  Carolina,  and  you  will  take  no  step,  ex- 
ept  in  what  relates  to  the  immediate  defence  and  security 
»f  the  posts,  without  their  order  and  concurrence.  The 
zecution  of  the  laws  will  be  enforced  through  the  civil 
lUthority,  and  by  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress. Should,  unfortunately,  a  crisis  arise  when  the  or- 
iinary  power  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  officers  shall  not 
»e  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  the  President  shall  deter- 
nine  the  course  to  be  taken  and  the  measures  to  be  adopt- 
ed. Till,  therefore,  you  sre  otherwise  instructed,  you 
vill  set  in  obedience  to  the  legal  requimtions  of  the  pro- 
ber civil  officers  of  the  United  States. 

I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  to  me  freely  and  con- 
id  entially  upon  every  topic  which  you  may  deem  it  im- 
portant for  the  Government  to  receive  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obement  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 
Major  General  Scott, 

Com*g  Eastern  Department,  Wiuhington. 

[coimDairriAL.  ] 
DxFAUTKsirT  or  Wab,  December  3,  1833. 

Sia:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  has  been  received, 
ind  laid  before  the  President.  He  is  pleased  at  the  dis- 
cretion and  judgment  manifested  b^  you. 

The  course  of  the  Government  will  be  regulated  by  the 
principles  stated  in  the  personal  interview  I  had  with  you. 
[  cannot  but  hope  that  the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of 
South  Carolina  will  still  prevent  the  occurrence  of  those 
consequences  which  must  result  from  the  attempt  to  en- 
force the  ordinance  recently  passed  by  the  convention  of 
:hat  State.  In  any  event  the  President  will  perform  his 
duty,  and  only  his  duty,  under  the  constitution  and  laws 
af  the  United  States. 

Your  position  will,  for  the  present,  be  a  proper  one  at 
Savannah.  But  of  this  you  will  judge,  advising  the  de- 
partment of  your  movements,  and  communicatinjp  all  the 
infonnation  in  your  possession  which  can  be  useful  to  the 
Government  in  the  present  extraordinary  conjuncture  of 
affairs. 

You  will  please  tq,  take  care  that  the  defences  of  the 
forts  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  be  finished  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  and  that  every  necessary  step  is  taken  for  tlieir 
security. 

Such  instructions  as  your  position  may  require,  and  as 
the  course  of  events  may  call  for,  will  be  communicated 
to  you  from  time  to  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Major  General  Scott,  U.  S.  Jirmy,  Sawmnah,  Ga. 

[omoxmTo.  109.] 
HsAD  QuamTsms  ov  tsb  AnxT, 

AeMani  QeneratM  Office, 

WMingtan,  Dee.  4,  1833. 
Companiet  B  and  B  of  the  third  r^intnt  of  artilkry» 


and  oompaniea  C  and  Q  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  artille- 
ry, now  at  Fort  Monroe,  will  forthwith  proceed  by  sea  to 
Fort  MouHrie,  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  report  for  duty.  Should  these  companies  not 
be  full,  they  will  be  completed  from  the  companies  re- 
maining at  Fort  Monroe. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bankhead,  of  the  third  regiment  of 
artillery,  vrill  repair  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and 
take  command  of  the  troops  in  that  harbor. 

Major  Bender,  Quartermaster,  will  repair  without  de- 
lay to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  duty  at  that  station. 

By  order  of  B^jor  General  Macomb: 

8.  COOPEB, 
Jmiitant  JSegutant  GeneraL 


Adjutant  GxirxaaL's  Omcx, 

WaMngton,  December  7,  1833. 

Sia:  The  General  in  Chief  directt  that  you  order  com- 
pany G,  of  the  first  regiment  of  artillery,  to  proceed 
with  four  companies  destined  for  Fort  Moultrie,  South 
Carolina;  and  that  you  cause  to  be  sent  with  the  troops 
four  twenty-four  pounder  howitzers,  four  twelve  pound- 
er field  pieces,  and  eight  six  pounders,  with  their  equip- 
ments complete;  together  with  fifly  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion per  gun. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
jSmetant  Mjuiant  GeneraL 
CoKXAVsiiro  OrriGxa,  Ihrt  Monroe,  Fa. 


HsAD  Quabtsrs  or  the  Aaxr, 

Washington,  January  24,  1833. 

Sib:  From  the  conversations  I  have  had  with  the  Pre- 
sident and  Secretary  of  War,  it  is  expected  that  you  will 
be  in  Charleston  harbor  bv  the  end  of  the  month.  You 
will  therefore  avail  yourself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
proceed  to  that  position,  and  resume  tlie  direction  of  the 
military  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  MACOMB, 
*M/gor  General  commanding  the  JSrmy. 

Major  General  Wiffixld  Scott, 

Commanding  Eastern  DepartmenU 


HsAB  QuABTsas  or  the  Abmt, 

Washington,  January  35,  1833. 

Sib:  You  will  receive  at  Fort  Moultrie,  or  Castle  Pinck- 
ney,  the  collector,  and  such  officers  of  the  customs  as  he 
may  have  occasion  to  employ  and  take  with  him;  and  you 
will  allow  him  to  remain  and  establish  the  custom-house 
within  the  post,  and  afford  him  all  facilities,  and  also  pro- 
tection for  tliat  purpose;  and  in  taking  and  receiving  die 
entries  of  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  and  in  performing 
the  other  duties  necessary  by  law  to  be  performed  at  the 
custom-house:  and,  further,  you  will  receive,  previously  to 
the  removal  of  the  custom-bouse,  and  whenever  the  col- 
lector may  desire  it,  such  of  his  private  property  and  ef- 
fects, and  also  such  foreign  gooos,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise as  he  might  find  it  necessary  to  send  for  that  purpose 
for  safe  keeping,  and  hold  the  same  under  his  direction, 
and  subject  to  his  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiiUy, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 
JUSyor  Genera/  commanding  the  Jrmy. 

To  Ucttt.  Col.  jAjns  BaKKBBAii, 
I  Cosmnandingthe  troops  of  this 


200 


32d  Con.  3d  S>n.] 


APPENDIX— 2V>  Gdie$  ^  Seaton's  tUgmter. 

^^^^^IH^i^^^i^^^^^^^^M^MaH^MiMM^^— ^M^M«^^^B^^^^M>MM>i^M^H^^l^^BW»«>^— ^■hMa^HM^M^Pma^^V^VBta^HH^BaH^I^H^^toHPHaV 

Proeeedi/^  tn  rdaHaa  to  South  CanSneu 


Abxtttavt  GxntmAi's  Orricv» 

WaMtgtfM^  Januanf  26, 1833. 

S»:  As  it  is  probable  that  the  rules  and  articles  of  war 
have  not  been  subscribed  by  many  of  the  officers  nnder 
your  command,  the  General  in  Chief  directs  you  will,  on 
the  receipt  of  this,  require  all  the  officers  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston  to  comply  with  the  first  article  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the 
government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  for  which 
purpose  I  herewith  send  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  to 
receive  the  signatures  of  all  the  officers,  including  your 
own,  which,  when  completed,  you  will  transmit  to  the 
office  of  the  Adjutant  General.  Should  any  object  to 
sign  the  articles  of  war  as  required  by  law,  you  will  re- 
port their  names  accordingly. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

R.  JONES, 
^it^tUarU  Creneral. 
Col.  Jaxes  Bakkhead, 

Commanding  Charleston  Harbor. 


DspAKTxnrT  ov  Was,  January  26, 1833. 

Slit:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  and 
am  directed  by  the  President  to  communicate  to  you  his 
wish  that  you  repair  to  Charleston  with  the  least  posnble 
delay,  and  assume  the  command  of  the  troops  in  that 
quarter,  under  the  views  and  instructions  heretofore  com- 
municated to  you.  This  intimation  would  have  been 
given  before,  but  1  supposed  it  was  your  intention  to  re- 
turn, and,  therefore,  felt  unwilling,  by  any  ezpresnon  of 
my  expectation,  to  hasten  it  at  the  expense,  perhaps,  of 
inconvenience  of  yourself. 

An  express  has  been  established  between  here  and 
Charleston,  and  will  be  continued  as  long  as  the  state  of 
things  there  may  permit  and  require  it.  Should,  how- 
ever, any  circumstance  delay  or  prevent  it,  you  are  at  full 
liberty,  whenever  you  think  the  public  interest  requires 
it,  to  make  other  arrangements  for  the  conveyance  of 
your  despatches.  You  can  employ  pilot  boats  as  you  sug- 
gest, when  these  be  necessary. 

I  did  not  know  till  yesterday  that was  order- 
ed to  Savannah.  Your  course  respecting  that  officer  was 
equally  firm  and  discreet,  and  met  my  entire  approbation. 
I  have  directed  he  should  be  immediately  relieved,  and 
withdrawn  from  that  quarter. 

All  your  despatches  have  been  communicated  to  the 
President,  and  your  general  views  and  proceedings  have 
been  approved  by  him.  The  three  orders  to  which  you 
refer,  I  shall  briefiy  advert  to. 

It  is  the  most  earnest  wish  of  the  President  that  the 
present  unhappy  difficulties  in  South  Carolina  should  be 
terminated  without  any  forcible  collision;  and  it  his  deter- 
mination that,  if  such  collision  does  occur,  it  shall  not  be 
justly  imputable  to  the  United  States.  He  is  therefore 
desirous  that,  in  all  your  proceedings,  while  you  execute 
your  duty  firmly,  you  act  with  as  much  discretion  and 
moderation  as  possible.  And  this  course  he  has  never 
doubted  you  will  adopt. 

^  Self-defence  is  a  right  belonging  as  much  to  military  bo- 
dies as  to  individuals:  and  officers,  commanding  separate 
forts,  are  responsible,  at  all  times,  for  their  defence,  and 
are  bound  to  use  due  precaution  to  avoid  danger.  If  a 
body  of  armed  men  approach  Sullivan's  island  with  appa- 
rently hostile  views,  it  will  be  proper  to  pursue  the 
course  indicated  by  you  to  Colonel  Bankhead.  That  is, 
to  warn  their  commanding  officer  to  retire,  and  to  inform 
him  of  the  course  which  you  will  be  compelled  to  adopt 
in  the  event  of  his  continued  approach.  Should  thb 
warning  be  useless,  and  the  armed  body  attempt  to  land, 
you  will  be  justified  in  resisting  such  attempt.  But  befbre 
this  unfortunate  alternative  it  resorted  to,  I  rely  upon  your 
patriotiam  aad  diseretioD,  to  endeavwyby  all  reasonable  and  I 


peaceable  means,  toiBduce  any  such  aimed  body  to  abandon 
their  enterprise.  The  subject  is  committed  to  you,  in  the 
full  conviction,  that  while  you  ^scharge  your  duty  as  an 
officer,  you  will  be  mindfiU  of  the  great  delicacj  of  the 
subject,  and  of  the  anxiety  of  the  President  (o  ttwoidt  if 
possible,  a  resort  to  force.  But  whatever  the  finl  rights 
of  self-defence  require,  must  be  done,  should  a  cms  oc- 
cur involving  such  a  question. 

Your  order  to  Colonel  Twiggs  was  right,  in  the  event 
of  his  bdng  compelled  to  abandon  his  post.  But  before 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  while  we  were  here  in  isBch 
anxiety  about  the  arsenal  at  Augusta,  and  bad  not  learned 
the  prudent  measures  taken  by  you  for  its  defence,  Cok)- 
nel  Twiggs  wss  directed  to  defend  hiouel^  if  attacked,  to 
the  last  extremity .  In  such  case,  your  officer  must  r^ect 
all  other  considerations,  and  maintain  his  position  as  kmg 
as  he  has  the  means  of  resistance.  It  would  certainly  be 
better  to  destroy  the  arms  and  ammunitian  in  the  arseail 
than  they  should  All  into  the  hands  of  any  assailants.  But 
that  is  a  result  I  do  not  suffer  myself  to  anticipate  wh^ 
so  valuable  an  officer  as  Colonel  Twif^  is  in  caminaB^ 
and  is  supported  by  an  adequate  garrison. 

The  course  you  have  directed  respectiqg  those  officeny 
if  any  there  may  be  who  hesitate  in  their  alkgnnce  to 
their  country  in  the  hour  of  trial  and  peril,  saeecs  the  en- 
tire approbation  of  the  President.  I  flatter  ofstiS  that 
none  such  will  be  found;  but  if  there  are,  tbcj  aAiouXdbe 
immediately  known,  when  their  cases  willbecmnftibesQb- 
iect  of  special  consideration.  When  1  reccxred  your 
letter  respecting  —  — ^—  and  ■  ,  I 

directed  General  Macomb  to  order  Colonel  Bankhead  to 
call  upon  all  the  officers  under  him,  who  had  not  already 
done  it,  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to  sign  the  nde 
and  articles  of  war. 

Since  writing  the  above  paragfraph,  I  learn,  on  incnmy, 
that  the  directions  I  gave  respecting  the  oath  oi  ik^- 
ance,  were  omitted  to  be  carried  into  effect.  I  have 
renewed  the  order.  I  will  thank  you  to  report  any  facts 
which  may  come  to  your  knowledge,  tending*  to'  show 
that,  upon  the  great  question  of  du^,  any  officer  has  em- 
braced views  which  would  probably  unfit  him  for  the 
performance  of  any  trust  which  might  be  reposed  in  him; 
and  you  are  at  liberty  to  order  from  South  Carolina,  or 
its  borders,  any  such  officer. 

It  has  been  represented  that  the  MarteJle  Tower,  on 
James'  island,  and  the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  Stone  Inlet, 
might  be  important  positions  for  you  to  occupy.  Please 
to  examine  these  points,  and  take  such  measures  on  the 
subject  as  you  may  deem  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

LEWIS  CASS. 

Major  General  Scott, 

United  States  jBrmy^  New  York. 


House  or  Ripasskbttativks,  Eibraary  8,  18S3. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  U) 
which  was  referred  the  message  of  the  President, 'with 
the  accompanying  documents,  relative  to  the  controvert 
between  the  Federal  Government  and  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  have  bestowed  on  the  subject  that  anxious  era- 
sideration  which  its  importance  so  imperiously  dentands, 
and  now  report  a  bill,  as  the  result  of  their  best  rciltc- 
tions. 

In  preparing  this  bill,  no  provision  lias  been  made  kt 
clothing  the  Executive  with  any  power  in  addition  to  tbax 
which  it  already  has  for  the  purpose  of  **^i>i7n*iqt;  the 
laws.  In  no  view  which  the  committee  have  been  able  to 
take  of  the  subject,  can  they  reconcile  it  to  thencKclves  :o 
provide  for  the  emplo^ent  of  mihtaiy  force.  Tbev  are 
aware  that,  in  suggesting  the  propriety  of  proriding-  these 
extraordinary  means,  the  IVesident  did  not  cootemplate  a 
resort  to  them  only  when  the  laws  are  **olwtructc>d  by 
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unlawful  combinations,  rendering  the  collection  of  duties 
impracticable,"  or  when  their  execution  is  opposed  by  the 
actual  emplo3rment  of  militarv  force  by  the  authority  of  a 
State.  Yet  it  is  respectfully  considered,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  thfs  combination,  and  its  unlawfulness,  as  well  as 
the  inadequacy  of  the  means  provided  by  the  existing 
laws  to  overcome  it,  should  be  first  ascertained  and  esta- 
blished by  the  action  of  our  courts. 

As  to  the  employment  of  military  force  by  South  Caro- 
lina, the  most  positive  assurances  are  given  that  nothing 
of  this  kind  is  intended  unless  in  repelling  an  attack  from 
the  Federal  Government.  Bv  delaying,  then,  any  mea- 
sures which  could  indicate  such  an  intention,  we  avoid  all 
provocation,  and  furnish  no  pretext  to  South  Carolina  to 
prepare  for  such  an  exigency. 

The  committee  are  fully  sensible  that  the  attitude  as- 
sumed by  South  Carolina  may  seriously  embarrass  the 
operations  of  this  Government;  yet  they  maintain,  that  if, 
in  a  controversy  between  the  General  Government  and 
one  of  the  States,  a  resort  to  the  military  and  naval  power 
of  the  Union  can  ever  be  justified,  that  resort  should  only 
be  made  in  the  last  extremity,  and  after  every  other  mode 
of  adjustment  has  fiiiled.  While  we  can  never  forget  that 
the  constitution  was  founded  on  the  free  and  voluntary 
consent  of  the  people  of  the  several  States^  and  that  it  was 
the  result  of  compromise,  we  are  equally  conscious  that  it 
can  only  be  preserved  by  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  for- 
bearance. What  would  be  the  consequences  of  employ- 
ing force  for  the  purpose  of  terminating  the  present  un- 
happy controversy,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  The  inte- 
rest in  the  question  from  which  it  has  originated  is  not 
limited  to  a  single  State,  but  extends  to  an  entire  section 
of  the  country;  and,  amon^  the  unhappy  results  of  the 
application  of  force,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that,  from  a 
controvert  between  the  General  Government  and  a  sin- i 


of  the  present  session,  earnestly  impressed  on  Congress 
the  justice  and  importance  of  altering  and  modifying  the 
laws  in  question;  and  your  committee  have  no  doubt  that 
if  the  recommendations  of  the  Chief  BCa^strate  are  carried 
out  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  it  will  tend  more  effectually  to  allay 
the  excited  feeling  of  the  South,  to  avert  the  crisis  with 
which  we  are  threatened,  and  to  restore  harmony  to  our 
once  happy  Union,  than  any  provisions  which  can  be 
adopted  for  the  removal  of  custom-houses,  clothing  the 
courts  with  additional  powers,  or  invasion  by  fleets  and 
armies.  But,  should  Congress  still  refuse  to  yield  to  the 
complaints  and  remonstrances  of  the  South;  should  that 
feeling  of  kindness  and  conciliation  so  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  this  great  confederacy  cease  to  exert  its 
influence;  and  should  the  laws  now  in  force,  together 
with  tiie  provisions  contained  in  the  bill  herewith  report- 
ed, be  evaded,  or  successfully  resisted,  by  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  then,  and  not  till  then,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  will  it  be  time  for  the  representatives  of 
the  American  people  to  consider  and  decide  that<  most 
delicate  and  deeply  interesting  question— the  right  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  reduoe  one  of  the  sovereign  mem- 
bers of  this  Union  to  obedience  to  its  laws  by  military 
force;  a  power,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  was  several 
times  proposed  to  be  given  in  the  formation  of  the  federal 
constitution,  but  never  conferred. 

The  committee  have  made  no  provision  for  the  removal 
of  custom-houses,  and  exaction  of  cash  duties,  as. suggest- 
ed by  the  President.  Such  regulations,  especially  the 
latter,  they  conceive  would  be  in  violation  of  those  clauses 
of  the  constitution  which  declare  that  "  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,"  and  that  "no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any 
reenilation  of  oommerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one 


gle  State,  it  would  extend  to  a  conflict  between  the  two  State  over  those  of  another."    To  require  the  duties  on 


great  sections  of  the  country,  and  might  terminate  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Union  itself. 

But,  independent  of  the  dancer  thus  apprehended,  and 
even  admitting  that  the  dreaded  calamity  referred  to  might 
not  result  from  the  employment  offeree  as  contemplated, 
still  it  would  produce,  throughout  the  Southern  country, 
a  state  of  feeling  towards  the  Government^  and  a  deepand 
settled  hostility  against  the  other  sections  of  the  Union, 
vrhich  every  patriot  would  deplore,  and  which  every 
statesman  should  earnestly  endeavor  to  prevent  Influ- 
enced by  these  considerations,  and  anxious  to  avoid,  if 
possible,  even  the  hazard  of  civil  war  or  bloodshed, 
your  committee,  in  the  bill  which  they  herewith  submit, 
propose  to  enlarge  the  powers  and  give  additional  strength 
to  the  process  of  the  United  States  courts,  in  the  hope 
that  the  energies  of  the  Government,  acting  through  its 
judicial  tribunal v  may  prove  abundantly  competent  to  the 
emergency. 

Ours  is  essentially  a  Government  of  laws;  and  their  en- 
forcement roust  mainly  depend  on  enlightened  public 
opinion.  So  long,  then,  as  these  laws  are  mild  and  just 
in  their  character,  and  equal  and  impartial  in  their  opera- 
tion, we  need  no  other  guaranty  for  their  execution  than 
the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people.  When,  there- 
fore, a  law  is  made  by  the  Government  so  oppressive  and 
destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  one  of  these 
States  as  to  determine  them  to  resist  it  at  every  hazard,  it 
is  evidence  ofthejustice  of  their  complaints,  which  should 
not  be  disregarded;  and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Legislature,  instead  of  devising  rigorous  means  to  enforce 
it,  to  modify  the  obnoxious  law.  Such  is  now  the  case 
with  South  Carolina;  and,  in  addition  to  the  unanimous 
testimony  of  her  own  people,  and  of  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  as  to  the  injustice 
and  oppression  of  the  tariff  laws,  she  is  sustained  by  a 
great  number  of  our  fellow-citizens  throughout  the  Union. 
The  President,  too,  in  his  message  at  the  commencement  I  Is  it  not  perfectly  obvious,  theD,  that,  by  this  «  regulation 

Vol.  IX.^C  c 


goods  brought  into  the  ports  of  one  State  to  be  paid  in 
cash,  and  to  allow  a  credit  upon  those  imported  into  the 
others,  would  be  entirely  at  variance  with  that  uniformity 
thus  required  by  the  constitution,  and  must  give  a  decided 
advantage  to  those  ports  where  the  credit  system  prevails, 
over  those  where  cash  payments  are  enforced.  It  would 
do  more;  it  would  be  virtually  denying  to  citizens  of  one 
State  privileges  which  are  enjoyed  by  those  of  another. 
The  merchant  at  Charleston  must  pay  the  custom-house 
duties  on  receiving  his  goods,  while  the  merchant  at  Sa- 
vannah is  allowed  a  credit  of  from  three  to  twelve  months. 
Is  this  uniformity?  Do  these  merchants  enjoy  equal  pri- 
vilege? 

This  objection  is  attempted  to  be  obviated  by  allowing 
a  deduction  of  the  interest,  when  the  duties  are  required 
to  be  paid  in  cash.  But  where  is  the  merchant  who  would 
be  willing  to  such  an  arrangement?    Where  is  the  man 
engaged  in  trade  who  is  content  with  a  profit  of  six  per 
cent,  on  his  capital?    If  there  be  indeed  no  diflference be- 
tween the  present  system  of  credits,  and  cash  payments 
with  a  deduction  of  six  per  cent,  why  does  not  Cong^ress 
at  once  abolish  the  former,  and  avoid  not  only  the  expense 
and  trouble  and  litigation  occasioned  by  the  non-payment 
of  custom-house  bonds,  but  secure  the  Government  ag;ainst 
the  immense  losses  annually,  almost  daily,  occurring  by 
the-fiiilures  of  importing  merchaxKs  and  their  sureties?  The 
committee  doubt  whether  tb«  importing  merchants  would 
consent  to  pay  cash  duties,  if  they  were  offered  a  deduc- 
tion of  double  the  legsl  interest.    Indeed,  there  can  be 
very  litUe  doubt  that  many  of  the  merchants,  even  of 
Charleston,  would  land  their  goods  at  Savannah,  and  in- 
cur the  expense,  inconvenience,  and  additional  hazard  of 
reshipping  them,  rather  than  be  subjected  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tne  duties  in  cash.    Assuredly  the  merchants  of 
the  interior  would  not  hesitate  as  to  which  of  these  ports 
they  would,  under  these  circumstances,  order  their  goods. 
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of  revenue,"  Congreis  would  present  strong  inducemenu 
lor  the  landine  of  goods  at  Savannah  in  preference  to 
Charleston,  and  thus  gfive  a  decided  advantage  to  the  one 
port  over  the  other?  And  can  any  one  believe  that,  if 
such  a  regulation  were  established  and  long  maintained^  it 
would  not  as  effectually  ruin  the  trade  of  Charleston  as 
though  that  port  were  blockaded,  and  tlie  entrance  of 
merchant  vessels  entirely  prohibited^ 

But  it  may  be  said  that  these  regulations  are  genend; 
that  no  particular  State  is  named  $  that  if  they  apply  to 
South  Carolina,  it  is  in  consequence  of  her  own  act,  and 
that  they  will  be  equally  applicable  to  any  other  State 
which  shall  assume  the  same  attitude.  The  plain  answer 
to  this  argument  is,  that  the  constitution  has  not  eiven  to 
Congress  the  power  to  make  such  disdnctions  under  such 
circumstances,  or  under  any  circumstances:  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  are  broad,  general,  and  unqualified. 

Admitting,  however,  for  a  moment,  the  power  in  ques- 
tion to  exist,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  exer- 
cise of  it,  in  the  manner  proposed,  would  operate  with 
peculiar  injustice.  There  are,  it  is  well  understood,  a 
number  of  merchants  of  Charleston,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ordinance  of  South  Carolina,  will  continue  to  im- 
port their  goods  into  that  port,  give  their  bonds,  and  pay 
them  as  heretofore.  Now,  would  it  not  be  contrary  to 
the  very  spirit  and  genius  of  our  Government,  that,  on 
account  of  the  acts  of  the  State  authorities,  or  even  of  the 
great  body  of  the  State,  these  individuals  should  be  depriv- 
ed of  privileges  secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  other  States } 

These  considerations  are,  with  your  committee,  con- 
elusive  against  the  proposition  for  the  exaction  of  cash 
duties;  and,  as  the  removal  of  the  custom-houses  seems 
to  have  been  chiefly  intended  to  render  that  measure  the 
more  effectual,  tiie  committee  consider  it  entirely  unne- 
cessary to  provide  for  such  removals. 

The  committee  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  enter 
into  many  of  the  important  questions  presented  by  the 
documents  which  have  been  referred  to  them.  They 
have  confined  themselves  more  particularly  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  President  as  to  the  alterations  and  modifi- 
cations necessary  for  more  effectually  securing  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue;  and  they  have  considered  it  due  to 
themselves  and  to  the  House,  as  well  as  to  the  high  source 
from  which  these  sugg^estions  proceed,  to  state  the  con- 
siderations by  which  they  have  been  governed  in  report- 
ing the  bill  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS  SINCE  1800. 

House  of  RiPBssEirrATivxs,  January  18, 1833. 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
ndUing  sundry  papers  upon  the  subject  of  claims  against 
the  French  Government  for  spoliations  on  American  com- 
merce since  S^tember,  1800. 

WjLBRiiTGTOTr,  January  17,  1833. 

7h  the  Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives/ 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives  of  the  11th  December  last,  I  herewith  transmit 
**  such  portions  aa  have  not  heretofore  been  communicat- 
ed, of  the  instructiona  given  to  our  ministers  in  France  on 
the  subject  of  claims  for  spoliations  since  September, 
1800,  and  of  the  correspondence  of  said  ministers  with 
the  French  Government,  and  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  shxne  subject" 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

lAst  of  papers  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  obedience  to  their  resolution  of  the  \UK  December,  1832, 
on  the  subject  of  claims  againA  France  for  spoluxtions  on 
American  commerce  since  September,  l£iOO. 

1.  iirsTBucTioirs  from  thb  dxpartxbht  or  stats. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Brown,  dated  23d  December,  1823. 
dame  to  same,  14th  August,  1824. 


Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Brown,  (with  enclosure,)  28th  May,  1827. 

Same  to  same,  17th  May,  1828. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Rives,  20th  July,  1829. 

Same  to  same,  2d  April,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  20th  April,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  27th  September,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  16th  October,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  8th  November,  1830. 

Same  to  tame,  (with  enclosure,)  22d  December,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  7th  April,  1831. 

Mr.  Livingtiton  to  same,  25th  June,  1831 . 

Same  to  Mr.  Rives,  4th  August,  1831. 

Mr.  Brent  to  same,  9th  September,  1831. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  same,  26th  September,  1831. 

2,    SSSPATCBBS  FBOV  XIKISTXaS  IK  IHAHCK. 

Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Clay,  dated  8th  September,  1827. 

Same  to  same,  28th  December,  1827. 

Same  to  same,  27th  February,  1828. 

Same  to  same,  12th  May,  1828. 

Same  to  same,  (with  enclosure,)  29th  July,  1828. 

Same  to  same,  12th  November,  1838. 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  7th  November,  1829. 

Same  to  sam^  19th  November,  1829, 

Same  to  sanrie,  (with  enclosures,)  17th  December,  1829. 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniment,)  7th  Jaonaxy,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  16th  January,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  28th  January,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  16th  February,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniments,)  25th Feb.  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  2l$t  March,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  28th  March,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  6th  April,  1830. 

Same  to  same*  ditto,  18th  May,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  20th  May,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  29th  May,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  8th  June,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  29th  June,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  17th  July,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  30th  Julv,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  8th  August,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  18th  August  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  8th  September,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  18th  September,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  29th  September,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  19th  October,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  20th  October,  1830. 

Same  to  same,  8th  November,  1830, 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniment,)  IBlhBec.  1830. 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniments,)  18th  Jan.  1^1. 

Same  to  same,  28th  Januai'y,  1831. 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniment,)  8th  Feb.  1831. 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniments,)  18th  Feb.  1831. 

Same  to  same,  10th  March,  1831. 

Same  to  same,  30th  March,  1831. 

Same  to  same,  14th  April,  1831. 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniment,)  28th  April,  1831 

Same  to  same,  ditto,  7th  May,  1831. 

Same  to  same,  29th  May,  1831. 

Same  to  same,  (with  accompaniments,)  14lh  June,  1832 

Same  to  Mr.  Livingston,  ditto,  29th  June»  1831. 

Same  to  same,  8th  July,  1831. 

Same  to  same,  28th  September,  ISSU 


Extracts  from  the  general  instructions  of  J,  Q.  Adams,  St- 
crelary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  to  Jamea  Bnmc9,  EaQ- 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoieniitry  «/  »< 
United  States  to  France,  dated  at  WoMhir^an,  23^  i^ 
cember,  1823. 

«  The  subjects  of  immediate  conoem  in  the  rehtkns 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  which  will  reqvre 
your  attention,  are. 
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"  1.  The  claims  of  many  citizens  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  French  Government  for  indemnity. 

"  2.  The  pretension  raised  by  the  French  Government 
to  special  and  exclusive  privile^  in  the  ports  of  Loui- 
sians,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  ces- 
sion convention,"  &c.  &c.  &c. 

"  All  these  subjects,  except  the  last,  [the  turning  away 
of  the  Cong^ress  frigate  from  Cadiz,]  have  been  discussed 
between  the  two  Governments  during  the  missions  of 
your  predecessors;  most  of  them  so  fally,  that  a  renewal 
of  the  discussion  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  adduce  any 
novelty  of  argument  or  of  illustration.  All  the  corre- 
spondence concerning  them  will  be  before  you,  and  you 
will,  immediately  after  your  reception,  earnestly  call  the 
attention  of  the  French  Government  to  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  for  indemnity. 

"  You  will,  at  the  same  time,  explicitly  make  known 
that  this  Government  cannot  consent  to  connect  this  dis- 
cussion with  that  of  the  pretension  raised  by  France,  on 
the  construction  given  by  her  to  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  cession  treaty.  The  difference  in  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  two  interests  is  such,  that  they  can- 
not, with  propriety,  be  blended  together.  The  claims 
are  of  reparation  to  individuals  for  their  propeKy  taken 
from  them  by  manifest  and  undisputed  wrong.  The  ques- 
tion upon  the  Louisiana  treaty  is  a  question  of  right  upon 
the  meaning  of  a  contract.  It  has  been  fully,  deliberate- 
ly, and  thoroughly  investigated;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  are  under  the  entire  and  solemn  con- 
viction that  the  pretennon  of  France  is  utterly  unfounded. 
We  are,  nevertheless,  willing  to  resume  the  discussion,  if 
desired  by  France:  but  to  refuse  justice  to  individuals, 
unless  the  United  States  will  accede  to  the  construction 
of  an  article  in  a  treaty,  contrary  to  what  they  believe  to 
be  its  real  meaning,  would  be  not  only  incompatible  with 
the  principles  of  equity,  but  submitting  to  a  species  of 
compulsion  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

«  «  *  V  • 


fi 


Mr*  Jidams  to  Mr.  Brown, 

[No.  4.]  DaPARTMEKT  or  Stats, 

Waahifigton^  August  14,  1824. 

Sia:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  ^our  despatches 
to  No.  4,  inclusive,  dated  28th  May,  with  their  enclo- 
sures. 

Ther  subject  which  has  first  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
President,  has  been  the  result  of  your  correspondence 
with  the  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand  in  relation  to  the 
claims  of  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon 
the  justice  of  the  French  Government. 

I  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives upon  several  petitions  addressed  to  that  body  at  their 
last  session  by  some  of  those  claimants,  and  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  adopted  thereupon. 

The  I'resident  has  deliberately  considered  the  purport 
of  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand's  answer  to  your  note  of  the  '2Z\\\ 
of  April  upon  this  subject;  and  he  de»res  that  you  would 
renew,  with  earnestness,  the  applicaiion  for  indemnity  to 
our  citizens  for  claims  noiorlouoly  just,  and  resting  upon 
the  same  principle  with  others  which  have  been  admitted 
and  adjusted  by  the  Government  of  France. 

In  the  note  of  the  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand  to  you, 
of  rth  May,  it  is  said  that  he  is  authorized  to  declare  a 
negotiation  will  be  opened  with  you  upon  the  American 
claims  if  this  negotiation  should  also  include  French 
claims,  and  particularly  the  arrangements  to  be  concluded 
concerning  the  execution  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty. 

You  are  authorized,  in  reply,  to  declare  that  any  just 
claims  which  subjects  of  France  may  have  upon  the  Go- 


vernment of  the  United  States  will  readily  be  included  in 
the  negotiation,  and  to  stipulate  any  suitable  provision  for 
the  examination,  adjustment,  and  satisfaction  of  them. 

But  the  question  relating  to  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty  is  not  on^  of  a  different  character »  it 
cannot  be  blended  with  that  of  indemnity  for  incUviduid 
claims,  without  a  sacrifice,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  of  a  principle  of  right.  The  negotiation  for  in- 
demnity presupposes  that  wrong  has  been  done;  that  in- 
denmity  ought  to  be  made;  and  the  object  of  any  trea^ 
stipulation  concerning  it,  can  only  be  to  ascertain  what  is 
justly  due,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  it. 
By  consenting  to  connect  with  such  a  negotiation  that  re- 
lating to  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  convention, 
the  United  States  would  abandon  the  principle  upon 
which  the  whole  discusuon  concerning  it  depends.  The 
situation  of  the  parties  to  the  negotiation  would  be  un- 
equal. The  United  States,  asking  reparation  for  admitted 
wrong,  are  told  that  France  will  not  discuss  it  with  them 
unless  they  will  first  renounce  their  own  sense  of  right 
to  admit  and  discuss  with  it  a  claim,  thejustic^  of  which 
they  have  constantiy  denied. 

The  Government  of  tiie  United  States  ir  prepared  to 
renew  the  discussion  with  that  of  France,  relating  to  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  in  any  manner 
which  may  be  desired,  and .  by  which  they  shall  not  be 
understood  to  admit  that  France  has  any  claim  under  it 
whatever. 

A  change  having  taken  place  in  the  French  Depart- 
ment of  Foreign  Affairs,  it  is  hoped  that  a  new  applica- 
tion in  behalf  of  the  claims  will  be  more  successful  than 
those  which  have  hitherto  been  urged  in  vain.  It  may, 
perhaps,  be  proper  to  offer  to  discuss  further  the  Loui- 
nana  treaty  question  before  .entering  upon  the  negotia- 
tion for  the  claims;  but  you  will  not  &1  to  press  seriously 
upon  the  French  Government,  that,  as  the  United  States 
cannot  see,  in  the  result  of  the  discussion  hitherto,  any 
just  claim  of  France  arinng  from  the  article  of  the  treaty, 
so,  in  the  persevering  refusal  of  France  to  discuss  and 
adjust  the  well  founded  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  indemnity  for  wrongs,  unless  in  connexion 
with  one  which  they  are  satisfied  is  unfounded,  the  United 
States  could  ultimately  perceive  only  a  determination  of 
France  to  deny  justice  to  the  claimants  altogether. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  you  will  dis- 
cern the  necessity  of  obtaining  a  positive  and  ultimate 
answer,  in  season  to  be  communicated  to  Cong^ress  at  an 
early  period  of  their  next  session. 

I  am,  with  g^eat  respect,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

JjLX£s  Baowir,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


rxcLosuazs. 


1.  Printed  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  petition  of 
A.  Gracie  and  others,  24th  May,  1824. 

2.  Copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 26th  May,  1824. 


Mr,  Clay  to  Mr,  Brown, 

DsrABTXXKT  OF  StATB, 

Washington^  28/A  May^  1827. 

James  BaowN,  Envoy  Extraordinary 

and  Minuter  Pkmpotentiary  to  France.- 

Sia:  I  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  this  depart- 
ment to  the  House  of  Representatives,  made  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  containing  a  schedule  of  claims  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  on  foreign  Governments,  arising  out  of  spo- 
liations committed  on  our  commerce  during  the  wars  of 
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the  French  reTohition.  The  schedule  is  as  comprehen- 
sive as  the  materials  in  the  poasesMon  of  the  department 
would  admit  I  but  it  is  not  to  be  taken  as,  by  aiw  means, 
exhibiting  the  full  amount  of  the  just  claims  or  our  citi- 
sens.  The  common  casualties  incident  to  human  nature 
hare  probably  prevented  the  transmission  to  the  depart- 
ment of  many  claims.  Some  did  not  come  in  until  after 
the  expiration  of  the  period  fixed  in  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representahves  for  their  beinr  forwarded  to  the 
department^  and  others  were  received  subsequently  to 
the  presentation  of  the  schedule  to  the  House.  The 
claims  which  are  excluded  ought  not  to  be  considered  as 
alTected,  in  the  least  degree,  by  their  omission.  The  de- 
sign of  the  House  of  Representatives  m  requiring  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  clums  upon  foreign  Governments, 
was  to  obtain  a  general  and  proximate  view  of  their  ex- 
tent, without  any  purpose  of  impairing  the  validity  of 
those  which,  from  whatever  cause,  should  not  he  for- 
wwrded. 

Ahboogh,  for  the  reasons  just  mentioned,  the  schedule 
ought  to  be  received  as  an  imperfect  exhibit  of  the  total 
number  and  amount  of  the  claims  which  it  was  intended 
to  include,  the  aggregate  sum  whcih  it,  in  fiict,  presents, 
is  sufficient  to  enlist  the  best  exertions  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  procure  for  the  claimants  the  indemnity  to  which 
they  are  justly  entitled.  Whether  we  regard  the  enor- 
mity of  the  aggressions  out  of  which  those  claims  spring, 
the  numerous  persons  interested  in  the  liquidation  of 
them,  or  the  vast  amount  at  issue,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  can  never  be  indifferent  to  their  satisfac- 
tory adjustment;  and  however  unpromising  appearances 
may,  from  time  to  time,  be,  it  will  persevere  to  the  last, 
until  indemnity  be  obtained. 

The  schedule  was  referred,  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, to  its  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  which,  on 
the  23d  of  February  last,  made  a  report,  of  which  a  copy 
is  herewith  transmitted.  The  committee  conclude  their 
report  by  observing  that  the  confidence  which  they  enter- 
tain '*  that  the  measures  within  the  competence  of  the 
Executive  will  eventually  prove  successful,  is  measured 
by  the  reliance  which  is  felt  in  the  justice  and  honor  of 
foreign  Governments.  Till  those  measures  shall  have 
been  exhausted,  and  found  inadequate,  the  time  will  not 
have  arrived  for  legislative  interference."  It  is  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  claimants,  of  Congress,  and  of  the  coun- 
try, that  a  renewed  appeal  shall  be  made,  through  the 
Bxecutive,  to  the  justice  of  France.  The  committee  pro- 
perly remark  in  their  report,  that  "Justice  could  not, 
perhaps,  with  propriety,  be  enforced  from  other  Powers 
before,  nor  dispensed  with  after,  it  shall  have  been  done 
to  our  citizens  by  this  powerful,  prosperous,  and  mag- 
nanimous State,  of  whose  elevated  and  liberal  policy  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  had  too  many  proofs  to 
fear  a  final  difference  of  sentiment  on  this  subject."  It 
should  be  added  that  France  may  be  properly  considered 
as  the  parent  source  of  all  the  wrongs  inflicted  by  the  con- 
tinental Powers,  during  the  revolutionary  wars,  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States {  and  both  for  that  reason, 
and  on  account  of  the  greater  magnitude  of  the  claims 
upon  France,  which,  according  to  the  schedule,  is  nearly 
double  the  amount  of  those  upon  all  the  other  continental 
Governments  together,  there  is  an  evident  fitness  in  that 
nation's  taking  the  lead  in  equitable  reparations,  wliich 
took  the  lead  m  the  original  aggression. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  President's  wish  that  you  should 
aeain  bring  the  subject  of  the  American  claims  to  the  re- 
view of  the  French  Government,  and  demand  that  satis- 
faction which  has  been  so  long  unjustly  withheld.  In 
executing  this  duty,  it  may  not  be  unprofitable  that  you 
should  present  to  its  notice  a  brief  review  of  the  treat- 
ment which  has  been  given,  by  the  present  Government, 
since  the  final  overthrow  of  Napoleon,  to  similar  demands 
when  urged  by  your  predecessor  and  yourself.    In  the 


exhibition  of  nich  a  review,  you  will  remind  ite  Govern- 
ment that,  as  early  as  the  9th  November^  18I<^  Mr.  Gal- 
latin transmitted  a  note  to  the  Duke  de  Bidleficoy  die 
French  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Departmeflt  sf  Foreign 
Affairs,  in  which  he  made  a  general  alsliwl  of  the 
clidms  of  our  citizens  arising  ander  varioas  iBeipd  sets  of 
the  French  Government,  and  demanded  the  iademnitj 
due  on  thair  account.   Having  received  no  smver  Is  that 
note,  on  the  2Gth  December  foBowiog  Mr.  GsBada  re- 
quested an  interview  for  the  par|>ose  of  coramasMafiBg 
to  this  Government  the  result  of  his  applicntion.    Oa  \^ 
16th  of  January,  1817,  the  Duke  appointed  tiie  2fidi  of 
the  same  month  for  the  interview,  at  whicfa  Mr.  Gafls^ 
reports  him  to  have  said,  in  answer  to  the  baab  wfai^  be 
had  proposed  in  his  note  of  the  9th  November,  **  that  kb 
(the  Duke's)  offer  would  fidi  very  abort  of  our  desBsod; 
that  he  would  not  go  beyond  an  indemnity  for  vends 
burnt  at  sea,  and  for  those,  the  proceeds  of  which  bad 
been  only  sequestered  and  deponted  in  tiie  CeiMe  d'Anw- 
tissement."    He  added,  '*  that  he  would  make  his  props- 
sal  in  writing,  and  that  this  would  not  be  attended  inth  msdi 
delay."    On  the  13th  April,  1817,  in  another  interviev 
with  Mr.  Gallatin,  he  announced  **that  he  bad  oonchid- 
ed  not  to  give  a  written  answer  to  the  note  of  the  9tli  of 
November."  The  pretext  for  this  alteratioo  in  the  Duke's 
determination  was  stated  to  be  the  unexpected  amount  of 
claims  against  France  which  were  broiiglit  fiorward  by 
European  Powers.     He  said  **  that,  whilst  unable  to  Cace 
the  engagements  which  superior  force  bad  imposed  on 
them,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  bb  Majesty^  Govern- 
ment to  contract,  voluntarily,   new  obligatioaa.    They 
were  not  willing  to  reject,  absolutely  and  defimtively,  our 
reclamations  in  toto:  they  could  not,  at  this  time,  admit 
them.     What  he  had  now  verbally  communicated  eorid 
not,  for  many  reasons,  become  the  ground  of  an  offidil 
answer  to  my  note.     He  had,  therefore,  concluded  that  a 
silent  postponement  of  the  subject  was  the  least  objec- 
tionable course,  since,  having  now  made  our  demand  for 
indemnity,  in  an  official  manner,  the  question  wooM  be 
lef\  entire  for  discubsion  at  some  more  favorable  time,  af- 
ter France  was,  in  some  degree,  disentang'led  from  her 
present  difficulties."     Mr.  Gallatin  states^  in  a  despatch 
under  date  the  12th  of  July,  1817,  narrating-  the  sob- 
stance  of  a  conversation  recently  had  with  the  same  Frenck 
minister,  that  the  Duke  said  «that  he  wished  it  to  be 
clearly  understood  that  the  postponement  of  our  claims 
for  spoliations  was  not  a  rejection;  that  a  portion  of* them 
was  considered  as  founded  in  justice;  that  he  was  not  au- 
thorized to  commit  his  Majesty's  Government  by  any  po- 
sitive promise,  but  that  it  was  their  intention  to  make  an 
arrangement  for  the  discharge  of  our  just  demands  aa  soon 
as  they  were  extricated  from  their  present  embarrass- 
ments."   In  April,  1818,  when  communicating  to  tbel^- 
gislative  Chambers  of  France  the  engagements  which  had 
been  contracted  to  foreign  Powers,  the  Duke  de  Riche- 
lieu uses  the  following  terms:  **  France  is  liberated,  both 
as  to  principal  and  interest,  from  all  the  debts  contracted 
towaras  the  subjects  of  the  other  European  Powers  prior 
to  the  20th  November,  1815.''    This  limitation  of  the 
communication  to  European  Powers,  to  the  exclunon  of 
the  United  States,  was  made  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, and  was  intended  to  preclude  all  supposition  that  any 
decision  had  been  taken  unfavorable  to  the  American 
claims,  (see  Mr.  Gallatin's  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  under  date  the  Sd  of  April,  1818.)     On  the  11th 
of  February,  1819,  on  the  occasion  of  presenting  a  note, 
under  that  date,  to  the  Marquis  Dessoue,  the  French  Mx> 
nister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  behalf  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Pa- 
rish, Mr.  Gallatin  invites  the  attention  of  that  minister  to 
the  consideration  of  American  claims  general}y«  by  refer- 
ring  to  his  official  notes  to  which  he  had  recoved  no  an- 
swer. On  the  29th  December,  1819,  the  Council  of  Stale 
rejected  the  petition  of  the  proprietors  and  owners  oC  Uie 
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American  ships  Telegraph  and  Dolly»  captured  by  the 
French  frigates  Medusa  and  Nymphe,  and  subsequently 
burnt  at  sea.  On  the  15th  Marcl^  1830,  Mr.  Gallatin  ad- 
dressed to  Baron  Pasquier  an  official  remonstrance  a^inst 
that  decision^  and  especially  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
placed,  and  be  demanded  that  the  subject  be  laid  before 
the  King  of  Franoe»  and  that  the  decision  be  revised  and 
rescinded.  He  was  afterwards  informed  by  the  Baron, 
that  the  remonstrance  was  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice* who»  to  this  dav,  as  far  as  we  are  informed,  has  ne- 
ver reported  or  decided  upon  it. 

On  the  9th  May,  1820,  yielding  to  the  entreaty  of  Mr. 
Parish,  Mr.  Gallatin  addressed  to  Baron  Pasquier  a  note 
in  support  of  the  class  of  claims  known  under  the  designa- 
tion of  the  Antwerp  cases,  of  which  Mr.  Parish's  was  one. 
To  this  note  no  answer  was  ever  received.  On  the  Slst 
October,  1821,  Mr.  Gallatin  addressed  another  note  to 
Baron  Pasauler  in  behalf  of  the  claim  of  Richard  Paxon, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  took  that  occasion  to 
remind  the  French  minister  that  his  note  of  the  15th 
March,  1820,  rektive  to  the  cases  of  the  Dolly  and  Tele- 
graph,  was  unanswered.  To  this  note  no  answer  was 
ever  given.  On  the  10th  January,  1822,  Mr.  Gallatin  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency  on  the 
subject  of  the  Antwerp  claims,  in  which  he  discusses  the 
subject  at  large.  Neither  to  this  note  was  any  written 
answer  given;  but,  on  the  27th  January,  1822,  (see  Mr. 
Gallatin's  despatch  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  28th 
of  that  month,)  he  had  a  conference  with  the  Viscount  on 
the  subject  of  it,  in  the  course  of  which,  having  referred 
him  to  the  previous  notes  of  the  9th  November,  1816, 
and  the  22d  April,  1817,  he  again  pressed  the  subject  of 
our  claims,  and  stated  that,  notwithstanding  his  repeated 
applications  during  a  period  of  near  six  years,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  redress  in  one  single  instance,  and  had 
not  been  even  honored  with  an  answer.  The  Viscount 
Montmorency  at  once  answered,  <<  ^t  he  had  read  the 

Eapers  relative  to  the  Antwerp  sequestrations,  and  that 
e  was  struck  with  the  justice  of  the  claim.  He  regret- 
ted (he  added)  that  the  settlement  of  this  reclamation 
should  have  fallen  on  the  present  ministry."  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  under 
date  the  23d  April,  1822,  writes:  « In  several  conversa- 
tions I  had  with  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Antwerp  cases,  he  always  evinced  a  sense  of 
the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  a  disposition  that  indemnity 
should  be  made,  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain 
an  official  answer."  Mr.  Gallatin  obtained  from  the  Vis- 
count permission  to  confer  on  the  subject  with  Mr.  de 
ViUele.  In  that  conference,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  Gallatin 
that,  although  Mr.  de  ViUele  was  cautious  not  to  commit 
himself,  "  he  was  already  satisfied,  from  the  inspection  of 
the  papers  in  his  department,  and  without  having  seen 
my  arguments,  that  the  claim  was  just,  and  that  the  ground 
assumed  by  Baron  Louis,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parish,  was 
untenable."  Without  disputing  the  justice  of  the  claim, 
Mr.  ViUele  suggested  several  objections,  founded  on  the 
magnitude  of  the  wrongs  committed  by  Bonaparte,  and 
the  aUeged  impossibUity  that  France  should  repair  them 
all.  **  The  payments  made  by  France  to  other  Govern- 
ments were  the  result  of  an  agreement,  (d'une  transac- 
tion,) founded  on  equitable  principles,  and  on  an  abandon- 
ment, on  the  part  of  i^e  foreign  Powers,  of  a  considerable 
part  of  their  claims.  It  Sppeared  to  him  impossible  that 
an  application  for  funds  should  be  made  to  the  Chambers 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  American  claims,  unless  it 
was  also  the  result  of  a  transaction  of  a  similar  nature." 
**  Even  in  that  case,  the  engagement  to  pay  any  sum, 
at  this  time,  for  that  object,  would,  for  the  reasons  al- 
ready stated,  and  for  many  others  arising  from  the  change 
of  Government,  appear  extremely  hard.  The  only  way 
to  render  it  palatable  was,  that  it  should  be  accompanied 
by  the  grateful  information  that  our  commercial  difficul- 


ties were  arranged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He  regret- 
ted, therefore,  extremely,  that  the  discussions  of  the  two 
subjects  had  been  separated — one  being  treated  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  here^  and  he  asked  whether 
it  was  probable  that  the  result  of  Uie  negotiation  at  Wash- 
ington would  be  known  at  Paris  before  the  next  session  of 
the  Chambers,  which  is  to  take  place  in  June  next."  Mr. 
Gallatin  adds:  *<I  must  say  that  these  observations  did 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  made  with  an  intention  of  throw* 
ing  new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  of  our 
chums,  but  for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  difficulties 
which  the  Government  would  have  to  encounter  in  any 
attempt  to  effect  that  object." 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1822,  Mr.  GalUtin  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  Viscount  de  Montmorency  on  the  subject  of  the 
Antwerp  claims,  and,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  he 
had  a  conference  with  the  Viscount  on  the  subject  of  the 
American  claims,  which  turned,  principally,  on  the  diffi- 
culties which  France  would  find  in  effecting  an  arranffe- 
ment  with  us.  The  result  of  a  free  conversation  on  what 
was  practicable,  seemed  to  be  that  a  definitive  agreement 
was  preferable  to  a  partial  payment,  and  that  the  choice 
must,  in  that  respect,  be  between  the  two  following 
modes:  either  the  payment  of  a  stipulated  sum,  in  fuB 
discharge  of  the  demands  of  the  United  States  for  spolia- 
tions, and  to  be  distributed  by  their  Government,  or  the 
reference  of  the  whole  case  to  a  joint  commission,  which, 
in  case  of  disagreement,  would  refer  the  disputed  points 
to  a  sovereign  chosen  by  the  two  Governments.  On  the 
1st  of  June,  1822,  the  Viscount  Montmorency  returned 
an  answer  to  the  note  of  Mr.  Gallatin  of  the  3d  of  May,  in 
which  he  states:  <<  The  object  of  your  claims  is,  without 
doubt,  interesting  to  a  great  number  of  individuals,  and 
we  have  also  individual  claims  to  make,  which  are  Uke- 
wise  of  g^at  interest  to  the  subjects  of  the  King  whom 
they  concern.  I  would  be  the  first  to  wish  that  the  Go- 
vernment could  be  engaged  with  tliem;  but  you  are  not 
ignorant,  sir,  tliat  there  is,  at  this  moment,  at  Washing- 
ton, a  negotiation  which  embraces  general  interests  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  navigation  of  France  and  Ame- 
rica. The  King^s  Council  has  judged  tliat  it  was  better 
to  put  off  the  examination  of  the  individual  claims  until 
the  negotiation  upon  the  general  interests  was  concluded! 
and,  as  soon  as  that  shall  take  place,  I  shall  hasten,  sir,  to 
move,  in  the  King's  Council,  the  examination  of  tlie 
claims  which  form  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 
May." 

On  the  13th  of  June,  Mr.  GalUtin,  in  a  note  under  that 
date,  addressed  to  the  Viscount  Montmorency,  in  reply, 
protested  against  this  new  cause  of  procrastination. 

Meanwhile,  the  convention  of  the  24tli  day  of  June, 
1822,  was  concluded  at  Washington,  and,  on  the  17th  of 
August,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  note  to  Mr.  de  Montmorency, 
informs  that  minister,  « that  the  cause  assigned  by  your 
excellency,  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  June  last,  for  sus- 
pending their  consideration,  being  happily  removed  by 
the  late  commercial  arrangement,  I  trust  that  no  further 
delay  will  take  place,  and  that,  in  conformity  with  the 
tenor  of  that  letter,  your  excellency  wiU  be  pleased  to 
bring  that  important  subject  before  the  King's  Council." 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1822,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  note 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  under  that  date,  states: 
<*I  had  yesterday  a  conference  with  Mr.  ViUele  on  the 
subject  of  our  claims.  He  expressed  his  wish  that  a  ge- 
neral arrangement  might  take  place,  embracing  all  the 
subjects  of  discussion  between  the  two  countries:  stated 
those  to  be,  the  reclamations  of  the  United  States  for  spo- 
liations on  their  trade;  those  of  France  on  account  of 
Beaumarchais's  claim,  and  of  the  vessels  captured  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  the  question  arising  under  the  Louisi- 
ana treaty;  and  asked  whether  I  was  prepared  to  neg^ 
tiate  upon  all  these  points.  I  answered  that  I  was  ready 
to  discuss  them  aU,  but  that  I  must  object  to  uniting  the 
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LouisianA  question  to  that  of  claims  for  indemnity,  as  they 
were  essentially  distinct;  and  as  I  thought  that,  aAer  all 
that  had  passed,  we  had  a  right  to  expect  that  no  further 
obstacle  should  be  thrown  in  the  discussion  of  our  claims 
by  connecting  it  with  subjects  foreign  to  them." 

On  the  6th  November,  1833,  Mr.  de  ViUelc  addrMsed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  which,  after  adverting  to  the 
recent  conclusion  at  Washington  of  the  commercial  con- 
vention between  the  two  countries,  he  proceeds  to  ob- 
serve: *<If  any  partial  difficulties  shall  still  remain  to  be 
removed,  they  will  be  easily  arranged  between  two  Pow- 
ers, who  sincerely  w'ish  to  establish  their  relations  upon 
the  most  perfect  equity. 

**  In  this  spiritof  reciprocal  Justice,  I  have  received  the 
claims  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
me;  and,  without  prejudicing  any  thing  in  their  regard,  I 
must,  first  of  all,  sir,  remark  to  you  that  France  lutf  also 
claims  pending,  or  to  be  produced  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  It  would  appear  a^eeable  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  two  parties,  and  to  the  reciprocity  of  justice 
and  of  protection  to  which  the  subjects  of  the  two  States 
have  equally  a  right,  that  these  affairs  should  be  examined 
and  arranged,  unanimously  by  way  of  negotiation. 

"  His  Majesty's  intention  would  be,  that  these  claims, 
and  the  other  points  in  dispute  upon  which  the  convention 
of  the  34th  of  June  has  not  been  able  to  pronounce,  should 
be  the  object  of  this  negotiation,  in  order  to  terminate  si- 
multaneously, and  in  a  definitive  manner,  every  dispute 
between  the  two  States,  especially  in  what  concerns  the 
duties  received  in  Louisiana  on  the  French  commerce, 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
cession. 

'•You  will  only  perceive,  sir,  in  this  intention  of  his 
Majesty,  the  most  firm  desire  of  leaving,  in  future,  no 
cause  or  pretext  of  misunderstanding  or  of  complaints  be- 
tween the  two  States,  and  on  the  part  of  their  respective 
subjects. 

••  If  you  are  authorized,  sir,  to  follow  this  msrch,  I  pray 
you  let  me  know,  and  1  will  hasten  to  demand  of  the  Ring 
the  necessary  powers  to  a  negotiator  charged  with  treat- 
ing with  you." 

In  his  answer,  under  date  of  the  13th  November,  1833, 
to  that  letter  of  Mr.  de  Villele,  Mr.  Gallatin  says:  ««1 
have  special  powers  to  negt>tiate  a  convention  providing 
for  the  just  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
France,  as  also  for  the  like  claims  of  French  subjects 
against  the  United  States,  with  such  person  or  persons  as 
ma^  have  a  like  authority  from  his  Most  Christian  Majes- 
ty. As  minister  of  the  United  States,  I  am  authorized  to 
discuss  the  question  respecting  the  construction  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  to  give  and  re- 
ceive explanations  on  that  subject,  but  the  negotiation  on 
that  point  having  been  transferred  to  Washington,  no 
special  powers,  in  that  respect,  have  been  transmitted  to 
me.  I  had  understood,  in  the  course  of  the  conference  I 
had  the  honor  to  have  with  your  excellency  on  the  33d  of 
September,  and  had  accordingly  written  to  my  Govern- 
ment, that  it  was  not  intended  to  insist  that  that  subject 
should  be  blended  with  that  of  private  claims.  It  is,  in- 
deed, obvious  that  it  would  be  utterly  unjust  to  make  the 
admission  of  those  to  depend  on  the  result  of  a  negotiation 
on  a  subject  with  which  they  have  no  connexion  whatever, 
and  the  difficulties  respecting  which  are  of  a  date  poste- 
rior to  that  of  the  claims. 

"All  the  representations  which  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  made  to  that  of  the  United  States,  whether  on 
private  or  on  public  subjects,  have  uniformly  been  taken 
into  consideration,  and  received  that  attention  to  which 
they  were  so  justly  entitled.  In  no  instance  has  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  declined  to  open  a  discus- 
sion on  any  subject  thus  offiered  to  their  consideration  by 
France,  or  made  it  a  preliminary  condition  that  the  discus- 
sion should  also  embrace  some  other  subject  in  which 


they  might  happen  to  take  a  jpeater  interegt  ^  Tbe  ^es- 
tion  conceminfi^tbe  eighth  article  of  tbe  L^misisBa  Creafyv 
has,  in  particular,  been  the  subject  of  a  TohunBoos  etX' 
respondence,  in  the  coarse  of  which  the  argonents  in 
support  of  the  constniction  imssted  on  by  each  pvty,  re- 
spectively, were  made  known  to  the  o&er.  I  hsre,  in 
the  meanwhile,  for  six  years,  made  unceasing  afniliciiticNM 
to  his  Majesty's  Government  for  the  settlement  «f  duns 
to  a  vsst  amount,  sfiTecting  the  interests  of  numenos  indi- 
viduals, and  arising  from  flagrant  violations  of  the  }aem  of 
nations,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  wmihoat 
having  ever  been  able  to  obtain,  to  this  dny,  sntio&c&itt 
in  a  single  instance,  or  even  that  the  subject  aboaU  be 
taken  into  consideration  and  discussed.  After  so  msor 
vexatious  delays,  for  which  different  causes  lim^  at  ^- 
ferent  times,  been  assigned,  it  cannot  now  be  intended 
again  to  postpone  the  investigation  of  that  subject,  by  ia- 
sisting  that  it  should  be  treated  in  connexion  with  one  fo- 
reign to  it,  and  which  has  already  been  discussed.  The 
United  States  have  at  least  the  right  to  ask  that  their  de- 
mands should  also  be  examined  and  discussed,  and  I  trest 
that,  since  I  am  authorized  to  treat  as  well  oonoemii^  tbe 
claims  of  French  subjects  against  the  United  Ststea^  as 
respecting  those  of  American  citizens  agunst  Frasee,  a 
distinct  negotiation  to  that  effect  ^11  be  opened  without 
any  further  delay.** 

Mr.  de  Villele,  on  the  15t]i  November,  is  reply  to  Mr. 
GaJlatin's  note  of  the  12th,  in«sts  upon  the  negotiation 
embracing  all  the  points  of  disagreement  between  tbe  two 
Governments,  ana,  of  course,  the  constmctoi  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  tbe 
American  claims.  In  transmitting  this  note  to  his  Govera- 
ment,  Mr.  Gallatin  justly  remarks:  "  The  object  is  too 
obvious  to  require  any  comment  on  my  part,  and  this  final 
decision  leaves  me  no  other  course  than  to  refer  the  whole 
to  my  Government." 

The  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand  having  succeeded  Ur. 
de  Villele  in  the  French  Department  of  Foreign  Affaiis^ 
Mr.  Gallatin  having,  the  more  he  reflected  on  the  subject, 
become  better  satisfied  *'  that  it  was  impossible  that  the 
United  States  should  depart  from  the  true  construction  of 
that  article,  and  acquiesce  in  that  contended  for  by  France, 
and  that  a  renewed  discussion  on  that  subject  would  be 
unprofitable,  and  lead  to  no  result  whatever,"  oo  the  37th 
February,  1823,  in  a  note  addressed  to  the  Viscounty  ex- 
pressed that  conviction. 

Mr.  Gallatin  having  returned  to  the  United  States^  and 
left  at  Paris  Mr.  Sheldon  in  charge  of  our  afiairs,  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the  ISth  August,  1823,  addressed  a  despatch. 
to  him,  transmitting  copies  of  a  correspondence  which 
had  passed  at  Washington  between  him  and  the  Count  de 
Menou,  the  charge  d'affaires  of  France.  In  the  course 
of  that  correspondence,  the  count  had  offered,  for  his 
Government,  to  open  a  negotiation  comprehending  both 
the  subjects  of  American  claims,  and  the  construction  of 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Louisiana.  But  these 
matters  being  totally  distinct  in  their  nature,  the  Ameri- 
can Government  declined  acceding  to  the  proposal  to  cou- 
ple them  together)  and  Mr.  Sheldon  was  instructed  re- 
spectfully to  make  a  representation  to  that  effect  to  the 
French  Government,  with  the  assurance  of  the  readiness 
of  this  Government  to  discuss  the  question  upon  the  Lou- 
isiana convention  further  if  desjped  by  France,  but  of  our 
final  conviction  that  it  was  not  to  be  blended  with  tbe 
claims  of  our  citizens  for  mere  justice. 

Accordingly,  on  the  11th  October,  1823,  Mr.  Sheldon 
addressed  a  note  te  Viscount  Chateaubriand,  remooctiat- 
ing  against  the  forced  connexion  between  those  two  sub- 
jects, and  insisting  upon  a  dissolution  of  that  connexion, 
and  that  the  American  claims  might  be  taken  up  "  on  tbeir 
own  merits,  and  receive  the  consideration  which  they  de- 
served, unincumbered  with  other  discussions."  To  this 
note  no  answer  was  received. 
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This  namittTe  brings  me  down  to  the  period  of  the 
commencement  of  your  mission,  and^  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  it  out  to  the  present  time,  I  will  briefly  advert 
to  what  has  occurred  on  this  interesting  subject  during 
your  residence  near  the  French  Gorernment. 

On  the  2Sd  December,  1823,  you  were  instructed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  **  immediately  after  your  recep- 
tion, earnestly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  the  clums  of  our  citizens  for  indemnity.  You 
will,  at  the  same  time,  explicitly  make  known  that  this 
Government  cannot  consent  to  connect  this  discussion 
with  that  of  the  pretension  raised  by  France  on  the  con- 
struction g^ven  by  her  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisi- 
ana cession  treaty.  The  difference  in  the  nature  and  cha- 
racter of  the  two  interests  is  such,  that  they  cannot,  with 
propriety,  be  blended  together.  The  claims  are  of  repa- 
ration to  individuals  for  their  property  taken  from  them  by 
manifest  and  undisputed  wrong.  The  question  upon  the 
Louisiana  treaty  is  a  question  of  right  upon  the  meaning  of 
a  contract.  It  has  been  fully,  deliberately,  and  thorough- 
ly investigated,  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
are  under  the  entire  and  solemn  conviction  that  the  pre- 
tension of  France  is  unfounded.  We  are,  nevertheless, 
willing  to  resume  the  discussion  if  desired  by  France. 

In  execution  of  this  instruction,  you  addressed  a  note  to 
Mr.  de  Chateaubriand,  under  date  of  the  28th  April, 
1824.  On  the  7th  of  the  next  month,  you  received  his 
answer,  which,  adhering  to  the  £p:ound  previously  taken, 
concludes  by  stating:  <<  His  Majesty  authorizes  me,  sir,  to 
declare  to  you  that  a  negotiation  will  be  opened  with  you 
on  the  American  claims,  if  this  negotiation  should  also  in- 
clude the  French  claims,  and  particularly  the  arrange- 
ments to  be  concluded  concerning  the  execution  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty. 

On  the  14th  August,  1824,  you  were  informed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  that  *<  the  President  has  deliberately 
considered  the  pprport  of  Mr.  Chateaubriand's  answer  to 
your  note  of  the  28th  April  upon  this  subject,  and  he  de- 
sires that  you  will  renew,  with  earnestness,  the  applica- 
tion for  indemnity  to  our  citizens  for  claims  notoriously 
just,  and  resting  upon  the  same  principle  with  others 
which  have  been  admitted  and  adjusted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  France.  You  are  authorized,  in  reply  (to  the 
Viscount's  note,)  to  declare  that  any  just  claims  which 
subjects  of  France  may  have  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  readily  be  included  in  the  negotiation, 
and  to  stipulate  any  suitable  provision  for  the  examina- 
tion, adjustment,  and  satisfaction  of  them.  But  the  ques- 
tion relating  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  is 
not  only  of  a  different  character — ^it  cannot  be  blended  with 
that  of  indemnity  for  individual  claims  without  a  sacrifice, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  a  principle  of  right." 
In  conformity  with  this  instruction,  you  addressed  a 
note,  under  date  the  22d  October,  1824,  to  Baron  de  Da- 
mas,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Receiving  no  answer  to  that  note,  you  requested  a  con- 
ference with  that  minister,  for  which  the  25th  Novem- 
ber, 1824,  was  appointed.  At  this  conference,  the  Baron 
stated,  as  reasons  for  his  omission  to  reply  to  your  note, 
his  recent  appointment,  the  voluminous  correspondence 
on  the  subject,  and  the  press  of  business,  but  promised 
an  answer,  though  he  coul4  not  specify  any  precise  time 
when  he  could  transmit  it. 

On  the  24th  December,  1824,  you  addressed  a  note  to 
the  French  minister,  urging  him  to  send  you  the  promised 
answer. 

On  the  17th  Januan*,  1825,  you  reminded  him,  in  a 
personal  interview,  of  the  time  which  had  elapsed  with- 
out your  being  favored  with  it.  He  replied  that  the  sub- 
ject was  of  CTcat  importance;  that  he  was  disposed,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  bestow  upon  it  his  most  deliberate 
consideration }  that  much  information  was  wanted  from  the 


different  bureaux,  and  that  it  could  not  be  very  speedily 
procured.  He  asked  '*  if  our  claims  might  not  have  been 
more  favorably  received  if  they  had  been  presented  to» 
and  pressed  upon  the  French  Government  about  the  year 
1816."  You  told  him  that  Mr.  Gallatin  had  submitted 
our  claims  to  the  consideration  of  the  French  Government 
in  that  year,  and  had  been  induced  not  to  press  for  an  im- 
mediate answer,  merely  upon  the  suggestion  made  to  him 
by  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  that  he  might  expect  a  more 
favorable  one  by  waiting  until  France  could  be  relieved 
from  the  pressure  of  the  army  of  occupation,  and  the 
claims  made  upon  her  by  the  Allied  Powers.  The  Baron 
again  renewed  his  promise  to  give  an  answer  to  your  note 
as  soon  as  he  could  find  time  to  do  so. 

The  answer  bein^  still  withheld,  you  again  addressed 
to  the  French  minister  a  note,  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1825,  on  the  subject  of  our  claims,  and  the  unnatural  con- 
nexion which  had  been  created  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment between  them  and  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  urged 
him  to  answer  your  note  of  the  23d  of  the  preceding 
October. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1825,  being  still  without 
the  answer,  you  sought  an  interview  with  the  French  min- 
ister, in  the  course  of  which,  he  observed,  "that  he 
could  not  perceive  that  the  United  States  had  any  well 
founded  claim  to  indemnity;  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  had  no  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  former  Government  of  France,  he 
only  intended  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  the  wrongs 
they  had  suffered  were  the  consequences  of  a  war,  during 
the  progress  of  which,  injuries  and  acts  of  injustice  had 
been  committed  upon  other  nations  by  France,  to  an 
amount  which  rendered  it  utterly  impossible  for  her  to 
make  adequate  reparation;  that  her  whole  territory,  if 
sold  for  that  purpose,  would  be  insufficient  to  enable  her 
to  satisfy  such  claims;  that,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  this 
fact,  she  had  limited  her  indemnities  to  cases  of  the  most 
flag^nt  description;  that  this  principle  had  been  observed 
in  the  treaties  made  between  ner  and  the  European  Pow- 
ers; that  other  nations  had  suffered  injuries  similar  to 
those  of  which  the  United  States  complained,  and  yet 
they  had  been  excluded  from  indemnity;  and  that  we  had 
no  right  to  expect  that  a  different  rule  would  be  applied 
to  the  cases  in  which  the  interests  of  our  citizens  were 
concerned." 

The  French  minister  also  intimated  *'  that  we  ought  to 
have  urged  the  payment  of  our  claims  at  the  moment 
when  France  was  entering  into  engagements  to  pay  large 
sums  to  other  Powers;  and  he  seemed  to  think  that,  if  we 
had  done  so,  we  might  have  obtained  a  portion  of  these 
claims." 

At  length,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1825,  you  receiv- 
ed from  the  Baron  de  Damas  the  answer  which  had  been 
so  long  delayed,  and  so  oflen  promised.  In  that  letter, 
the  Baron  states,  *'  the  King  of  France,  on  reascending 
the  throne,  could  not  take,  nor  has  taken,  the  engage- 
ment to  satisfy  all  the  charges  imposed  on  him  as  indem- 
nity for  the  acts  of  violence,  and  for  the  depredations 
committed  by  the  usurping  Government.  The  Powers 
which  had  united  against  that  Government,  and  which, 
afler  having  overthrown  it,  occupied  with  an  armed  force 
the  greater  part  of  the  territory  and  the  metropolis  of 
France,  enacted,  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  as  a 
pledge  of  the  general  reconciliation,  her  admission  of 
certain  claims  preferred  by  their  respective  subjects 
against  the  preceding  Government.  Such  was  the  object 
of  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  nineteenth  and  follow- 
ing articles  of  the  treaties  of  1814,  and  mentioned  in  two 
of^the  conventions  of  1815.  Those  stipulations  would 
not  have  been  necessary,  had  the  Royal  Government  been 
considered  as  inheriting  all  the  charges  existing  against 
the  Government  which  nad  just  disappeared. 

«  The  Federal  Government  may  have  seen  that,  in  its 
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wUltngnett  to  forbear  from  ftTiilingp  itaelf  of  the  motiret 
which  Aothorized  it  to  decline  a  diacamoii  of  the  Ameri- 
can chumt,  the  Kinj^s  Goremment  gmre  to  that  of  the 
United  States  a  particular  proof  of  benerolence,  by  con- 
■entinr  to  the  esnmination  of  thoae  chums,  and  by  an- 
nouncmg  its  intention  to  make  it,  together  with  other 
objects,  a  matter  for  negotiation. 

«  But  it  were  erroneous  to  believe  that  this  intention  to 
negotiate  respecting  the  American  claims  necessarily  im- 
plied  an  acknowledgment  of  their  yalidity.  If  their  Tali- 
dity  had  been  acknowledged,  it  would  tuive  been  unne- 
cessary to  make  them  the  object  of  ne^tiation;  the  only 
question  would  hare  been  touching  their  liqiudation.  It 
is  then  with  a  view  to  discuss  the  rights  of  Uie  American 
claimants,  that  the  King's  Government  has  declared  its 
reidiness  to  enter  into  communication  with  the  Federal 
Government.  Now,  the  latter  having  appeared  to  believe 
that  it  would  be  difficult  for  it  to  admit  the  claims  prefer- 
red by  France,  respecting  the  execution  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that 
this  siibject  ou^ ht  to  be  included  in  the  same  negotiation 
with  the  American  daims,  on  which  the  King's  Govern- 
ment finds  itself  authorized  to  express  a  simihr  opinion. 
It  is,  besides,  but  strictly  fair  that  the  claims  of  French 
subjects  against  the  United  States  should  equally  be  com- 
prised in  it. 

**  From  these  considerations,  sir,  your  Government  will 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  King's  Government  per- 1 
sisti  in  declaring  that  it  will  never  consent  to  enter  into 
negotiation  on  the  American  claims,  unless  that  negotia- 
tion should  equally  comprise  the  French  claims,  and  par- 
ticularly the  arrangements  to  be  adopted  as  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  eiffhth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty." 

Such  is.  a  iaithful  account,  derived  from  ofllicial  corre- 
spondence, of  the  course  of  conduct  which  France  has 
deemed  proper  to  pursue  in  respect  to  the  demands  made 
by  the  American  Government^  for  satisfaction  of  just 
claims,  amounting,  according  to  the  schedule  before  men- 
tioned, to  a  sum  uttle  short  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
founded  upon  unexampled  wrongs.  The  American  Gov- 
ernment cannot  contemplate  it  without  unmixed  regret 
and  dissatisfaction.  The  arguments  offered  to  the  conm- 
deration  of  the  French  Government,  in  support  of  those 
chums,  by  your  predecessor  and  by  yourself,  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  my  renewing,  at  this  time,  the  dis- 
cusnon.  They  stand,  to  this  day,  unanswered,  because 
they  are  unanswerable.  I  shall  content  myself  witii  a  few 
observations  only  upon  some  of  the  more  prominent  fea- 
tures of  the  correspondence. 

The  justice  of  the  American  claims  has  never  been 
controverted  b^  France,  unless  what  has  recently  passed 
in  the  communication  from  Baron  de  Damas  to  yourself, 
(and  which  will  be  hereafter  more  particularly  noticed,) 
is  to  be  regarded  as  controverting  them.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  a  large  portion  of  those  claims  has  been  ex- 
pressly admitted  to  be  just  by  more  than  one  French  Se- 
cretary of  Foreign  Affairs.  A  verbal  offer  was  made  up- 
wards  of  ten  years  ago,  by  the  Duke  of  Richelieu,  then 
filling  that  department,  of  indemnity  for  vessels  burnt  at 
sea,  and  for  those,  the  proceeds  of  which  bad  been  only 
sequestered  and  deposited  in  the  Caisse  d'Amortissement, 
which  offer  was  promised  to  be  put  into  writing,  but  the 
promise  was  not  fulfilled.  In  subsequently  declining  to 
commit  the  French  Government  by  a  written  proposal,  it 
was  stated  by  the  Duke  that  they  were  not  willing  to  re- 
ject, absolutely  and  definitively,  our  reclamations,  but 
that  they  could  not  admit  them  at  that  time.  And  he 
afterwards  repeated  that  he  wished  it  to  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  the  postponement  of  our  claims  was  not  a  re- 
jection. More  than  five  years  sgo,  the  Viscount  de  Mont- 
morency suted  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  he  had  read  the 
gapers  rektive  to  the  Antwerp  sequestrations,  and  that 
e  was  struck  witii  the  justice  of  the  cUum.    On  a  subse- 


gnent  occasion,  (the  18th  of  May,  1833,)  a  pvtMpect,  qb- 
rortunately  not  afterwards  reafized,  was  presented  of  ■ 
satisftctory  arrangement,  by  the  payment  of  a  stipolsted 
sum  In  full  dischtfge  of  the  demanda  of  the  JJwted  States 
for  spoliations,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Amrricsn  Govern- 
ment or  the  reference  of  the  whole  caae  to  a  joint  com- 
mission. 

The  causes  which  have  hitherto  delayed  or  obatnicted 
the  fulfilment  of  the  well-fbunded  ezpectatisas  of  the 
American  Government,  are  frr  from  beinp  srtiArlmy. 
When  our  claims  were  first  presented  by  Mr.  OaDrtiB,  la 
1816,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  tise  embar 
of  France  was  urged  by  the  French  Gorerpment, 
con»deration  for  their  postponement  to  a  mon 
period.  This  period  at  last  comes,  when  France  0  ipia 
powerful  and  prosperous,  and  her  finances  flaaririuBp. 
We  are  then  told  tnat  our  chums  might  have  been  men 
favorably  received  in  1816.  We  have  been  anfortuoafedf 
too  soon  or  too  late. 

The  commercial  difficulties  which  afterwards  srose 
between  the  two  countries,  and  which  originated  witk 
France,  were  made  tiie  pretext  of  a  farther  poBtpaot- 
ment,  until  those  difficulties  should  be  adjusted.    7^- 
were  happily  terminated  by  the  convention  w±  WasUogton 
of  1822.    Then  we  had  a  right,  confidently,  to  expect 
the  long  deferred  indemnity.    But  where  the  dfapoaition 
to  redress  wron^  does  not  enst,  the  nesas  of  evsAon 
and  procrastination  will  never  be  wantiBg.    We  can  re- 
gard, ui  no  other  light,  tiie  chum  bnmjg^  forward  by 
France  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Lmiwaana  treaty. 
That  claim  has  been  fully  examined,  and  elaboiateiy  dis- 
cussed by  the  two  Governments.     Every  argmpeat  has 
been  exhausted;  and  the  most  respectful  and  patient  con- 
sideration has  been  given  to  the  pretensions  of  France. 
A  clear  conviction  is  felt  by  the  American  Government, 
that  they  are  without  foundation.     Even  if  we  oonkl  sup- 
pose France  to  entertain  the  opponte  conviction,  it  wouid 
afiTord  no  just  reason  for  withholding  satisfaction  of  our 
claims.    The  two  subjects  are  perfecUy  incon|rruous«  ooc 
appertains  to  a  contract,  about  the  interpretaiioo  of  whkk 
the  parties  may  sincerely  differ;  the  cither  arises  oot  of 
wrongs  committed  in  notorious  violation  of  tiie  poblic  law, 
the  character  of  which  admits  of  no  difierence  of  opinion. 
One  is  national,  the  other  individual.     Sujjpoain^  the  re- 
spective clums  of  the  two  countries  to  be  similir  m  their 
nature,  the  priority  of  injury  gives  us  a  n$^t  to  prior  satis- 
fiiction;  nor  can  tiiere  be  perceived  any  adequate  motive 
for  withholding  that  satisfaction,  from  the  conaderation  of 
settling  all  matters  of  difference.     The  ex{»e&iicy  ot  re- 
moving all  causes  of  misunderstanding,  if  it  be  practka- 
ble,  is  readily  admitted;  but,  if  that  be  not  attamable,  it 
does  not  follow  that  none  should  be  removed;  and,  espe- 
cially, it  does  not  follow  that  those  should  not  be  <^visted 
which  are  attended  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  aggresmas 
from  which  they  have  had  their  origin. 

It  ma^  be  true,  as  alleged  by  Baron  de  Damas^  that  the 
King  of^  France,  in  reascending  the  throne,  *<  could  noi 
take,  nor  has  taken,  the  engagement  to  satisfy  all  tiie 
charges  imposed  on  him  as  indemnity  for  the  acts  of  vi^ 
lence,  and  for  the  depredations  committed  by  the  ujQ?p- 
ing  GoTernment;"  and  yet  the  obligations  of  France  t-> 
redress  those  acts  and  depredations  may  be  perfect.  It  s 
not  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  usurpation  viadL 
is  put  forward.  It  is  sufficient  for  us,  that  those  acta  tod 
depredations  proceeded  from  the  actual  Govemmertf  cf 
France;  and  that  the  responsibility  of  France  to  raUe  re- 
parations for  wrongs  committed  under  the  authority  of 
any  form  of  government  which  she  may  hare  adopted,  cr 
to  which  she  may  have  submitted,  from  time  to  tsioft 
cannot  be  contested.  The  King  of  France,  in  reascending 
the  throne  of  ^  his  ancestors,  assumed  the  goveramcTit, 
with  all  the  obligations,  right^  snd  duties  which  appertain 
to  the  French  nation.  He  can  justly  claim  abaohitSon  froffi 
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none  of  those  obligmtions  or  duties.  And  our  complaint 
is  precisely  that  he  baa  not  taken  upon  himself  the  en- 
garment  to  make  that  indemnity  to  which  American  citt- 
xens  are  entitled,  in  consequence  of  the  wrongful  acts 
committed  under  previous  French  Governments. 

That  engagement  might  have  been  voluntarily  assumed 
by  the  King  of  France,  from  a  spontaneous  sense  of  jus- 
tice, and  the  claims  of  American  citizens  satisfied  without 
the  interposition  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  because  that  has  not  been  done,  that  this  interposition 
became  necessary,  and,  for  the  last  ten  years,  has  been 
constantly  made. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ever  ready  to 
acknowledge  any  proofs  of  justice  or  benevolence  which 
may  be  exhibited  by  foreign  nations  towards  its  citizens. 
It  regrets  that  it  cannot  concur  with  Baron  de  Damas  in 
estimating,  as  among  that  number,  any  consent  which 
France  has  hitherto  given  to  examine  the  American  claims, 
especially  since  that  examination  has  been  hitherto  elud- 
ed, and  the  consent  itself  coupled  with  inadmissible  con- 
d  itions. 

Nor  can  the  President  admit  the  propriety  of  associat- 
ing, in  the  same  negotiation,  the  disputed  demand  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  the  incon- 
testable claims  of  American  citizens,  a  large  portion  of 
which,  it  has  been  seen,  so  far  from  beihg  questioned,  has 
been  sidmitted  by  France  to  be  just. 

He  sees,  therefore,  with  surprise  and  regret,  the  ad- 
herence of  France  to  the  principle  of  such  an  unnatural 
connexion.  But  whilst  the  American  Government  roust 
constantly  protest  against  it,  and  reiterate  its  strong  con- 
viction that  the  French  pretension  under  the  Louisiana 
treaty  has  no  just  foundation,  I  am  charged  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  instruct  you  to  afford  a  new  and  signal  proof  of 
the  equitable  disposition  of  this  Government,  by  propos- 
ing to  that  of  France,  as  a  basis  for  the  settlement  of  the 
question  under  that  treaty,  that  it  be  referred  to  arbitra- 
tion. Should  that  basis  be  agreed  to,  it  will  then  become 
necessary  to  specify  the  particular  question  to  be  submit- 
ted, and  the  details  of  the  arbitration.  By  the  commercial 
convention  between  the  two  Powers,  concluded  in  1822, 
there  will  be,  on  the  first  day  of  October  next,  a  perfect 
equalization  of  duties  on  the  vessels,  and  their  cargoes,  of 
the  two  countries  employed  in  the  trade  between  them. 
The  complaint  of  France  has  been,  that  this  equality  did 
not  exist,  but  that  French  vessek  and  their  cargoes  have 
been  liable,  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  to  pay  the  alien 
duties  imposed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  from 
vrhich  duties  British  vessels  were  exempt;  and  her  claim 
is,  the  reimbursement  of  those  duties.  Should  the  pro- 
posed basis,  therefore,  be  acceded  to,  you  are  authonzed 
to  refer  to  arbitration  the  question  whether  France  be  en- 
titled or  not  to  have  refunded  any  of  those  alien  duties 
collected  fVom  French  vessels  or  their  cargoes,  between 
the  periods  of  the  date  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  the 
first  day  of  October,  1827;  and  if  the  demand  be  sustain- 
ed by  the  arbitrators,  that  they  shall  then  proceed  to  de- 
termine the  amount  which  is  to  be  so  refunded;  which 
amount  shall  be  credited  to  France  against  the  American 
claims,  and,  if  it  should  exceed  them,  the  excess  shall  be 
paid  by  the  United  States. 

Two  modes  of  constituting  an  arbitration  present  them- 
selves. One  is  to  refer  the  l}ucstion  to  a  friieodly  Power; 
the  other,  to  submit  it  to  individuals  to  be  chosen  by  the 
parties.  If  it  were  referred  to  a  friendly  Power,  some 
functionary  of  the  Government  of  that  Power  would  pro- 
bably be  designated  to  examine,  and,  in  effect,  decide 
the  question.  For  that  reason,  and  because  no  friendly 
Power  would,  perhaps,  be  very  willing  to  undertake  the 
arbitration,  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  submit  the  con- 
troversv,  at  once,  to  individuals  selected  by  the  parties 
themselves.  You  are  authorized,  therefore,  to  propose 
that  each  Power  shall  appoint  one  or  two  citizens,  or  sub- 
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jects,  being  natives  of  some  other  nation,  and  that  the  two 
or  four  so  appointed  shall  be  authorised  to  appoint  a  third 
or  fiflb,  also,  being  a  citizen  of  some  nation  other  than 
the  United  States  or  France;* and  that  the  three  or  five 
persons,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  thus  appmnted,  shall  be 
empowered  to  hear  and  decide  the  question,  as  above 
stated,  arising  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty;  and  if  the  decision  be  favorable  to  France,  to 
affix  the  amount  to  which,  in  consequence  of  it,  she 
may  be  entitled. 

Should  the  arbitration  be  agreed  to,  other  det«ls  will 
be  necessary  as  to  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  arbitrators, 
their  compensation,  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting, 
the  duration  of  the  arbitration,  and  the  right  of  the  par- 
ties to  be  heard  by  their  agents;  to  all  of  which  you  ase 
authorized  to  agree.  Models  for  the  draught  of  articles, 
comprehending  similar  details,  are  furnished  in  scTeral  of 
our  treaties,  particularly  those  with  Great  Britain  in  1794, 
and  in  1814  at  Ghent. 

It  will  probably  be  most  advisable  to  propose  the  basis 
of  an  arbitration  in  general  terms,  and  not  to  state  the 
precise  question  as  above  defined,  and  the  other  details, 
until  that  basis  shall  have  been  agreed  to. 

Possibly  the  French  Government  may  offer  to  refer 
the  question,  upon  the  condition  of  submitting  to  the 
same  arbitration  the  American  claims  and  those  of  France. 
You  will  oppose  that  condition  on  the  ground  of  the  dif- 
ference in  the  character  of  the  two  subjects,  and  for  the 
reasons  which  have  been  urged  by  this  Governmei|t 
against  their  being  comprehended  in  the  same  negoti- 
ation. 

Should  France  prefer  the  reference  of  the  question  to 
a  sovereign  Power,  instead  of  private  peraons,  you  may 
agree  to  such  a  reference.  We  are  not  prepared,  nor  is 
it  necessary  in  the  present  stage  of  the  bnainess,  to  de- 
signate the  sovereign  Power,  nor  the  persons  to  whom 
we  should  be  willing  to  submit  the  matter.  Ample  tSmt 
will  probably  be  afforded,  during  the  progress  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, to  make  such  a  nomination;  or,  should  Fnmce 
promptly  agree  to  the  reference,  and  you  diould  deem 
it  inexpedient  to  wait  for  further  instructions  from  this  de- 
partment as  to  the  arbitrators,  a  clause  may  be  infertcd  in 
the  convention,  providing  that  the  twoGovemmenlMihril, 
within  a  period  of  (say)  six  months,  agree  upon  a  nomi- 
nation of  them. 

Whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  reception,  or  the  ulti- 
mate fate  of  the  overture  which  you  are  now  authorised 
to  make  for  the  settiement  of  the  question  growing  out  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  you  will  earnestly  press  for  a  satis- 
faction of  our  claims.  The  instructions  heretofore  given 
to  your  predecessor  and  to  yourself,  indicate  the  modes 
according  to  which  the  amount  of  them  may  be  aseer- 
tained,  and  indemnity  may  be  secured,  and  also  authorize 
provision  lor  any  just  claims  of  French  subjects  on  tiie 
American  Government. 

1  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAT. 


DsPAaTJUirT  or  Statx» 

WMingiafh  i%  17,  Ittt. 

Sib:  Upon  consulting  with  the  Prerident,  he  author- 
izes me  to  say  that  it  is  left  entirely  to  ^our,  option  to  re- 
turn at  the  time  you  have  asked  permission  to  return*  or 
to  ]>ostpone  it  until  the  next  spring.  Whether  at  the  one 
period  or  the  other,  you  will  commit  the  charee  of  our 
affsirs  to  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  secretary  of  legation^  If  he 
be  still  with  you. 

Referring  to  the  instructions  under  date  the  28th  Ifay 
Isst,  relative  to  a  reference  to  arbitration  of  the  disputed 
question  arising  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiann 
treaty,  you  are  authorized  (if  you  cannot  prevail  upon 
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the  French  Government  to  consent  to  the  reference,  in 
the  qualified  manner  proposed  in  that  instruction)  to 
agree  to  the  reference  of  the  general  question  invoWed 
in  that  dispute;  that  is,  one  so  stated  as  to  embrace  all  the 
riehU  cUimed  by  France  according  to  her  interpretation 
of  that  article.  In  other  respects,  you  will  consider  the 
abovementioned  instruction  unmodified. 
I  am,  respectfullv, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

II.  CLAY. 

JixKs  Baow^r,  Envoy  Extraordinary 

and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France. 


Extract  from  the  general  inairtietions  of  the  Hon,  Id.  fltn 
Buren^  Secretary  of  State  of  the  UniUd  States,  to  Wm. 
C.  Rites^  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  dated 

Depahtxzitt  or  Stitk, 

Washington,  July  20,  1829. 
•  •••••• 

The  archives  of  the  legation  will  inform  you  of  the  va- 
rious other  subjects  which  have  been  committed  to  your 
predecessor,  are  yet  undisposed  of,  and  will  require  your 
attention. 

Those  of  the  moat  immediate  concern,  and  greatest  im- 
portance, are, 

1.  The  claims  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  French  Government  for  indemnity. 

2.  The  pretension  raised  by  the  French  Government  to 
special  and  exclusive  privileges  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana, 
by  virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  cession  con- 
mention,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  duties  alleged  to 
have  been  wrongly'  paid  to  the  United  States  in  said 
ports. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  are  a  subject  of  the  deepest 
interest,  not  onhr  on  account  of  their  amount,  the  aggra- 
vated injuries  of  which  they  are  the  results,  and  the  great 
length  of  time  during  which  thbse  injuries  have  remained 
unredreMedt  but,  also,  because  m  continued  disref;ard,  on 
the  part  of  France,  of  tlie  reiterated  appeals  which  have 
been  made  to  her  justice,  must  have  an  unavoidable  ten- 
dency to  jeopard  the  friendly  relations  now  happily  ex- 
isting between  the  two  countries,  and  which  it  is  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  President  to  preserve.  It  is  his  wish 
that  their  adjustment  upon  terms  of  reciprocal  justice 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  your  early  and  unremitted 
exertions.  The  instructions  of  your  predecessors  will 
give  you  a  general  view  of  their  character,  with  conjec- 
tures founded  on  insufficient  materials  as  to  their  proba- 
ble amount.  As  many  of  these  claims  are  founded  upon 
different  principles,  and  are  viewed  in  different  lights  by 
the  French  Government,  I  have  thought  it  useful  to  make 
a  discrimination  between  them,  by  throwing  them  into 
diff*erent  classes,  with  the  best  estimate  that  could  be 
made,  iVom  the  evidence  in  this  department,  as  to  the 
nrobable  amount  of  each  cUss.  This  classification  b  made 
from  materials  of  an  uncertain  character,  and  is,  probably, 
in  many  respects,  incorrect.  But  as  it  is  not  to  be  made 
the  basis  of  a  specific  allowance,  but  merely  to  facilitate 
.your  discussions,  and  to  enable  you  to  judge  more  under- 
standingly  of  such  offers  as  may,  in  the  course  of  your 
negotiation,  be  made  by  the  French  Government,  the 
.possibility  of  errors  in  description  and  amount  is  not  re- 
gsrded  as  detracting  much  from  its  usefulness. 

The  following  is  the  classification  to  which  I  allude: 

First  dass.  Claims  prior  to  30th  Septem- 

•ber,  1800,  recogpiised  by  the  fourth  and 

fiflh  articles  of  the  treaty  of  that  da^e,  but 

either  pretermitted  by  the  treaty  of  the 

30th  of  April,  1803,  or,  through  various 


causes,  not  included  in  the  settlement  made 
at  Paris  by  the  board  of  claims,  and  remain- 
ing in  force  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  1800, 
and  the  10th  article  of  that  of  1803,  amoiuit- 
ing,  per  schedule  herewith,  to       -  $1,488,833  99 

Second  dass.  Claims  accruing  between 
the  30th  September,  1800,  and  the  30th  of 
April,  1803,  for  debts  contracted  withio 
that  period,  and  provided  for  by  the  12th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1803,  amounting,  u 
per  schedule,  to     -  -  -         -    W«>w 

T^ird  dass.  Claims  accruing  between 
the  30th  of  September,  18C0,  and  the  30tb 
April,  1803,  from  all  causes  other  than 
debts,  and  captures  made  between  the  date 
and  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1800;  those 
debts  and  captures  being  provided  for  by 
the  fourth  and  fif\h  articles  of  that  treaty, 
and  included  in  the  first  class,  aroounting:,  ^ 
as  per  schedule  herewith,  to  -         -    /i,/04  Sj 

FourtA  dass.  Claims  between  the  30th 
of  April,  1803,  and  the  year  1805,  and 
arising  from  all  causes  whatsoever,  amount- 
ing.  as  per  schedule  herewith,  to  -         -  ^^^^^  ^ 

Fifth  dass,  1st.  CUims  subsequent  to 
1805,  chiefly  growing  out  of  the  decrcei 
and  orders  of  the  French  Government^ 
which  no  final  condemnation  was  paarfi 
amounting,  as  per  schedule  hcrewitn, 
to       .  -  -  $6,556.647  69 

2d.  Claims  of  the  same  na- 
ture, but  finally  condemned 
by  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
Council  of  State,  or  by  im- 
perial decisions  and  orders, 
amounting,  as  per  schedule 
herewith,  to  -  -_^fL??  9,282,5/3  iJ 

Exclusive  of  interest.     Aggregate       -  %^^ 

Schedules  of  the  particular  cases  Wwl«^,;''„**i^rs 
the  classes  are  herewith  delivered  to  you.  wiUinu"^ 
corresponding  with  the  printed  lists,  also  beift^w  p 
in  your  hands.  ^A^  \^xt 

The  justice  and  present  validity  of  "^.  r^goreni- 
already  been  fully  discussed  on  the  P^°lr:w»n. 
ment.  By  a  reference  to  the  «''<^**'*1^.  °JJ!nd5 Wk 
you  will  be  able  to  possess  yourself  ofthcgroo^jj  .^ 

have  been  taken  in  their  support.  Those  m  ^^^ 
sisted  on  by  us  remain  to  this  day  ""T^^owi  sof 
French  Government,  otherwise  than  oy  ^^  ^^  ,j 
gestions  in  the  conferences  whicli  '^•^f.*'  -j^jienof 
time,  taken  place  between  tlieir  respective  ^^^ 
foreign  affairs  and  the  representaUves  oi  ^ 

States  at  the  court  of  France,  f "r ^*,"  b«en  aS** 
large  portions  of  the  claims  of  our  ^}^^^Z^^i,{\tte»* 
and  again  admitted,  and  sometimes  in  the  ffl^ij^ 
by  several  of  the  French  ministers  of  «>J*'»" . .  ^^  tbc  ^ 
the  year  1816,  when  the  subject  was  broogu  ^^  ^, 
tice  of  the  present  Government  of  France  »;  ^^^  0^. 
tin.  The  reports  made  to  this  dcpartrocn^J*?  ^j  ^^^ 
tin  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  which  copies  ;^»"'*f-,:thinfoffl»' 
the  papers  of  the  legation,  will  «"PP?  J'^L  adnjiss^'^ 
tion  as  to  the  extent  and  character  ot  ^"^ ^^\\^^ 
and  it  is,  therefore,  deemed  unnecessary  ^  ,ttiDi<* 
here.  Among  the  French  ministers  '^Jf.^Qffstt^f^ 
evinced  a  desire  to  consult  the  honor  of  tr«j  tj,e  jus- 
and  the  true  interests  of  France,  hy  ^^'J^\t  to 
tice  of  our  claims,  and  by  a  disposition  Wj^  j,,g^soi 
their  adjustment,  will  be  fo«ndthc^»^P^^'  ^ncy,»^* 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  Viscount  dc  Monu 
de  Villele,  and  Count  dc  la  Ferronnay*. 
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It  is  vorthy  of  observation,  that  those  who  have  been 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  France  since  tlie  restoration,  have  studiously  avoided 
committing  the  honor  of  their  Government,  by  a  distinct 
denial  either  of  the  justice  of  our  claims,  or  their  binding 
obligation  upon  the  present  Government,  in  their  official 
communications.  The  only  instances  which  may  be  claim- 
ctl  as  exceptions,  are,  the  letter  of  Baron  Louis,  Minister 
of  Finance,  to  Mr.  Parish,  (a  claimant,)  of  the  22d  May, 
1819,  and  one  from  the  Baron  de  Damas  to  Mr.  Brown, 
of  the   11th  of  November,    1825.     These  militate  but 
slightly,  if  they  do  at  all,  against  the  truth  of  the  position 
I  have  advanced.     The  letter  of  Baron  Louis  was  not  the 
act  of  the  French  Government.     It  was  not  addressed  to 
this  Government,  but  in  the  form  of  an  answer  to  private 
application  in  behalf  of  one  of  our  citizens.     Viscount 
de  Montmorency,  whilst  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ex- 
pressed his  regret  to  Mr.  Gallatin  that  such  an  objection 
as  that  raised  by  Baron  Louis  had  been  made;  and  Mr.  de 
Villele,  whilst  in  the  Department  of  Finances,  appeared, 
in  an  interview  with  Mr.  Gallatin,  (which  was  had  by  the 
permission  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Viscount 
de  Montmorency,)  to  be  satisfied,  from  an  inspection  of 
Uie  papers  in  his  department,  and  without  having  read 
Mr.  Gallatin's  argument,  that  our  claims  were  just,  and 
that  the  ground  assumed  by  Baron  Louis,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Parish,  was  untenable. 

The  struggle  in  the  mind  of  Baron  de  Damas,  between 
an  unwillingness  to  commit  his  Government  by  an  expli- 
cit denial  of  the  validity  of  our  claims,  and  the  difficulty 
of  still  further  delaying  their  adjustment,  without  doing 
so,  is  very  discernible  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Brown  of  the 
11th  November.     To  extricate  himself  from  this  embar- 
rassment, he  commences  by  denying  what  had  not  been 
affirmed,  viz.  that  the  King  of  France,  on  reascending 
the  throne,  had  taken  upon  himself  the  engagement  to 
satisfy  all  the  charges  imposed  upon  him  as  indemnity  for 
the  acts  of  violence  of  the  usurping  Government,  and  con- 
cludes by  converting  a  distinct,  unvarying,  and  definitive 
denial,  on  our  part,  of  their  claims  under  the  Louisiana 
treaty,  into  an  appearance  of  a  belief  that  it  would  be 
difficult  for  our  Government  to  admit  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  himself  to  say  that  the  King's  Government 
finds  itself  authorized  to  express  a  similar  opinion.    That 
such  were  the  feeling's  under  which  his  letter  was  written, 
and   such  its  dengns,  is  plainly  to  be  Inferred  from  its 
contents.  ^ 

But  although  such  has  been  the  course  of  the  French 
Government  in  its  official  communications  with  this,  it  is 
nevertheless  true  that  her  public  functionaries  have  re- 
peatedly, in  their  informal  conferences,  attempted  to 
weaken,  if  not  wholly  to  impeach,  the  justice  of  the  claims 
of  our  citizens.  A  critical  examination  of  the  reports 
which  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  made  to  this  depart- 
ment by  our  ministers  in  France,  so  far  as  they  bear  upon 
this  point,  is  recommended  to  you.  It  will  show  you  that 
the  views  of  the  French  Government  in  reUtion  to  our 
claims  have  not  been  as  favorable  as  the  published  cor- 
respondence would  induce  you  to  suppose.  This  arises 
from  the  suppression  (in  most,  if  not  all  cases  necessary^ 
of  parts  of  the  correspondence  of  our  ministers.  It  will 
also  inform  you  of  the  different  grounds  taken,  in  resist- 
ing- our  claims,  by  the  French  ministers;  and  thus  enable 
you  to  meet  them  by  appropriate  replies,  should  they  be 
revived. 

l^he  objections  alluded  to,  though  in  some  few  instan- 
ces tantamount  to  a  denial  of  the  validity  of  the  whole  of 
our  claims,  have  been  urged  rather  in  the  form  of  induce- 
ments to  dissuade  us  from  insisting  upon  their  satisfaction 
at  particular  times,  and  to  their  whole  extent,  than  as  a 
positive  rejection  of  them  as  untenable. 

They  will  be  found  to  consist  chiefiy  in  the  following 
assumptions,  viz. 


1st.  That  they  are  State  claims,  and  ought  to  have  been 
pressed  at  an  earlier  period. 

2d.  That  we  had  similar  claims  upon  England  and  Na- 
ples? and,  not  having  enforced  them,  we  ought  not  to 
insist  upon  their  satisfaction  by  Trance. 

3d.  That  the  present  Government  of  France  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  acts  of  what  is  called  the  usurping  Go- 
vernment. 

4th.  That  our  claims  are  very  large,  and  that  their  al- 
lowance would  be  acknowledging  a  responsibility,  on  the 
part  of  France,  which  she  would  not  have  the  ability  to 
discharge,  and  that,  as  the  European  Powers  have  been 
satisfied  with  portions  of  their  demands  only,  and  those 
received  upon  principles  of  compromise,  we  ought  to  do 
the  same.     And, 

5tb.  That  there  is  a  distinction  between  two  cla&ses  of 
the  cases  since  1805;  and  that  for  one  of  those,  in  particu- 
lar, we  have  no  ground  of  claim. 

You  will  have  but  little  difficulty  in  refuting  objections 
so  unfounded.  I  shall  only  touch  upon  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent  views  which  may  be  taken  of  them. 

The  objection  that  this  is,  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment, the  revival  of  ancient  claims  which  have  been  here- 
tofore virtually  abandoned,  is  unfounded  in  fact,  and 
comes  with  an  extremely  bad  grace  from  the  present  Go- 
vernment of  France. 

It  appears,  abundantly,  from  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  Governments,  that  our  claims  previous  to 
1805  have  never  been  lost  sight  of.  With  respect  to  the 
great  mass  of  the  claims,  being  those  which  grew  out  of 
the  French  decrees,  and  accrued  since  1805,  the  allega- 
tion is  still  more  strikingly  ungracious  and  untrue.  The 
remonstrances  and  applications  for  redress  commenced 
witli  the  aggressions  which  occasioned  them,  and  kept 
pace  with  their  progress.  Mr.  Barlow  was  sent  out  soon 
afler  their  termination,  with  special  instructions  to  insist 
upon  their  satisfaction.  A  protracted  discussion  of  their 
merits  took  place  between  him  and  the  then  French  Go- 
vernment, and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
terms  of  an  adjustment  were  concluded  upon  by  him, 
which  would  have  secured  redress  for  a  g^at  portion  of 
our  claims,  liad  the  consumnuition  of  the  treaty  not  been 
prevented  by  his  premature  and  lamented  death.  His 
successor,  Mr.  Crawford,  was  enjoined  to  make  the  sub- 
ject of  our  claims  a  leading  object  of  his  attention,  and 
instructed  to  decline  all  negotiation  with  the  French  Go- 
vernment, if  portions  of  them,  at  least,  were  not  promptly 
recognised.  Immediately  afler  the  restoration,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin was  sent  to  France,  and  the  subject  of  our  claims 
made  a  prominent  point  in  the  affairs  committed  to  his 
charg^.  He  brought  the  subject  distinctly  to  the  notice 
of  the  French  Government;  and  the  six  years  of  his  mis- 
sion were  distinguished  by  the  most  earnest,  able,  and 
incessant,  but  entirely  unsuccessfiil  appeals  to  its  justice. 
From  the  period  of  his  return  to  the  present  day,  the  sub- 
ject  has  not  been  suffered  to  deep,  as  the  archives  of  the 
legation  will  prove. 

This  objection  is  ungracious  on  the  part  of  the  present 
Government  of  France,  because  it  will  appear,  by  -their 
own  records,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  was  earnestly  solicited,  in 
1816,  shortly  afler  the  restoration,  not  to  press  the  set- 
tlement of  our  claims  at  that  period,  on  account  of  the 
then  distressed  and  embarrassed  condition  of  France;  be- 
cause, whatever  of  relaxation  took  place,  was  in  conse- 
quence of  appeals  to  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of 
this  Government,  accompanied  by  the  most  nattering  as- 
surances of  a  more  favorable  consideration  under  more 
auspicious  circumstances;  and,  finally,  because  it  is  a  fact 
(as  will  hereafter  be  seen)  that  all  the  subsequent  delay 
has  resulted  from  obstacles  interposed  by  France,  which 
it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  any  thing  like  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  do  us  justice. 

Assuming,  what  should  not  be  contended,  that  one  na- 
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tiMi  CM  ftad  iti  jmliUcttton  for  her  disregard  of  claiim  of 
adoHlted  JMtice  in  a  nmilar  delinquency  on  the  part  oi 
otbtr  natilMMb  ttill  the  ciroamttaneet  of  the  different  cases 
mmld  Bot^  in  this  instance,  allow  France  to  screen  her- 
self behind  so  ungracious  a  pretension.  It  was,  among 
other  onuses  for  the  aggressions  upon  our  commerce  un- 
der the  ordm  in  oouncil»  that  the  United  States  made 
war  upon  Qreat  Britain {  and,  having  negotiated  a  peace 
without  stipulation  for  indemnity  in  that  particular,  her 
case  is  widely  distinguishable  from  that  of  France,  if  we 
were  now  to  prefer  a  claim  against  France  for  the  many 
mmioiis  of  whieh  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were 
despoiled  by  her  prcTious  to  the  year  1800,  and  for  which 
no  DRnrision  was  made  by  the  treaty  of  that  year,  there 
migiit  be  sooie  analogy  in  the  cases,  and,  consequently, 
more  force  in  die  argument.  The  character  of  Murat's 
doounaftaon  in  Naples,  too,  furmshes  a  pretext  to  that  €io- 
▼ernment  to  dela^  doing  us  justice,  of  which  France  can- 
not avail  herseUi  to  ssy  nothing  of  the  influence  which 
she  herself  had  in  causing  the  injuries  of  which  we  com- 
plain,  and  the  consequent  impropriety  of  all  attempts  to 
shdter  herself  under  the  cover  of  the  Neapolitan  aggres- 


which  we  complain;  and  France  wiH  Bol, 
avow,  even  now,  that  those  who  oamc  to  deliwr  hrr  trom 
oppresiion,  availed  themselves  of  their  power  Is  increase 
that  oppression,  by  making  France  respoosiUe,  without 
right,  for  injuries  which  they  thessselves  had  vrcetved 
from  the  same  source.     So  far  fipom  that  bdng  ftcn  snp- 
posed  to  be  the  case,  the  principle  of  inilmiirf  was 
claimed  by  the  allies,  and  distinctly  admitted  by  the 
French  plenipotentiaries.     Whatever  deductkms  the  Al- 
lied Powers  might,  for  various  reasons,  see  fit  ti»  aake 
from  the  amount  of  their  claims,  the  &ct  that  whttercr 
was  allowed  was  claimed  and  paid  upon  the  avowed  sad 
uncontested  principle  of  the  responsibility  of  the  prraeat 
Government  of  France  for  the  acta  of  the  forascr  Gorcm- 
ment,  is  in  no  sense  doubtful.     It  is  only  so  for  that  tbcK 
transactions  are  entitled  to  a  bearing^  upon  the  prcsect 
question,  and  their  influence  should  be  deemed  obligato- 
ry.    Even  with  the  United  States  does  France  act  upca 
a  different  principle.    Upon  what  eroanda,  other  tUa 
that  the  present  Government  succeeds  of  right  to  all  tbe 
advantages  secured  to  France  bj  stipulations  made  in  b- 
vor  of  the  former  Government,  is  it,  that  her  claims  nader 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  are  foonded,-  sad 
could  she  allow  herself  to  contend  that  she  sfaonU  be  per- 
mitted to  reap  all  the  advantages  accruing'  frsm  the  acts 
of  the  preceding  Government,  without   beiag  sabject, 
also,  to  the  liabilities  and  disadvantages  flowiag  from  Abe 
same  source?    She  has,  slso,  in  the  administrstion  of  her 
internal  affairs,  in  many  instances,  and  in  the  raoA  aakmm 
manner,  given  her  assent  to  the  obligatofj  character  ef 
the  acts  of  the  sovereign  authority  lor  the  time  being. 
Upon  what  other  principle  have  the  sales  of  the  naUonl 
domuns,  and  of  tlie  estates  of  the  eroig^rants,  been  cos- 
Armed,  or  the  latter  indemnified  for  the  property  of  wfakk 
they  had  been  divested  by  a  former  Government?   These 
were  two  of  the  most  important  acts  of  the  existing  Go- 
vernment, and  both  find  their  justification  in  the  same 
principle. 

The  President  is  not  insensible  to  the  considerations  of 
delicacy  that  belong  to  the  subject,  and  which  grow  out 
of  past  transactions,  in  which  the  present  reigning  ftmily 
of  France  have  been  made  to  suffer  by  the  same  Power 


The  alleged  irreaponsibility  of  the  present  Government 
of  France  for  the  acts  of  those  which  have  preceded  it,  is 
matter  of  graver  import,  and,  if  it  could  be  sustained, 
would  be  an  objection  that  would  strike  at  the  root  of  all 
our  oktms.  The  first  consideration  worthy  of  notice  is 
the  manner  In  which  this  widely  operative  doctrine  has 
been  advanced  by  France.  It  was  not  until  the  discussion 
had  oootinned  for  rising  of  a  year  between  the  Duke  de 
Biohelieu  and  Hr.  Qafiatin,  that  the  former  ventured  to 
breach  a  doctrine  so  flagrantly  unjuit,  and  then  it  was 
done  hfMtatiagly,  and  in  an  informal  conference.  To  the 
present  day,  notwithstanding  the  discussions  upon  the 
subject  of  our  chims  have  been  carried  on  with  no  less 
than  eight  different  ministers  of  foreign  affairs,  the  prin- 
dple  has  never  been  distinctly  avowed  in  the  official  com- 
munications of  the  French  Government.  Of  the  extent 
to  which  the  acting  Governments  of  France,  upon  whose 
acts  the  elaims  of  our  citizens  are  founded,  were  acqui- 
esced in  by  the  French  people,  and  recognised  by  other 

natlona,  it  cannot  be  necesssry  to  ssy  any  thing.  The  against  whose  acts  we  now  call  upon  them  to  indemnify 
facts  are  familiar  to  you,  are  known  to  the  world,  and  usf  nor  is  he  unwilling  to  give  to  that  circomalanoe  all 
oannot  be  made  matters  of  contestation.     That  the  pre-  allowable  influence.     If  entitled  to 


scat  Goremment  of  France  is,  by  the  established  pnncl 
pies  of  public  law,  responsible  for  those  acts,  is  not,  at 
this  day,  an  open  question  among  civilized  nations.  The 
consequences  of  an  opposite  doctrine  would  strike  at  the 
root  or  all  confidence  in  the  dealings  between  different 
nations.  If  s  people  could  dischaive  itself  of  its  obliga- 
tions by  dianging  a  Government  ofits  own  establishment, 
or  which  it  had  made  legitimate  by  its  acquiescence,  all 
security  for  national  transactions  would  be  at  an  end,  and 
one  of  the  greatest  advantages  which  has  been  produced 
by  the  lights  of  civilization  and  improvement  defeated. 
There  are  no  Governments  in  Europe  to  which  France 
eottld  look  for  countenance  in  maintaining  such  a  doc- 
trine, for  there  are  none  who  have  not  themselves  acted 
upon  a  different  principle.  The  doctrine  advanced  is  no 
less  inconsistent  with  her  own  conduct.  In  the  indemni- 
ty made  by  her  to  the  principal  Po^rera  of  Europe,  in  the 
years  1814  and  1815,  not  only  France,  but  all  those  Pow- 
ers, {[mve  their  assent,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  the 
principle  for  which  the  United  States  contend.  It  is  in 
vain  to  aa^  that  those  indemnities  were  for  the  debts  of 
the  preceding  Government,  and  not  for  spoliations,  or  to 
refer  to  the  condition  of  France  at  that  period.  There 
were  reasons  of  the  most  imperative  character,  to  which 
it  is  not  necessary  to  make  to  you  particukr  references, 
and  which  are  not  applicable  to  the  United  States,  why 
the  abandonment  of  claims  for  spoliations,  on  their  part, 
•hould  not  furnish  a  rule  for  the  adjustment  of  those  of 


any  weight  Mt  all,  it 
can  only  be  as  to  the  amount  of  remuneration  upon  wiirch 
the  United  States  should  insist;  for  it  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten, that,  in  respect  to  them  alao,  the  doctrine  contended 
against  has  bearings  steering  wide  of,  and  of  in&mtely 
greater  importance  than  the  subject  under  diacuanon. 
The  same  principle  which  would  exonerate  France  from 
her  liability  for  the  claims  in  question,  could,  with  equal 
propriety,  be  made  hereafter  the  pretext  for  questioning 
our  title  to  territories  which  constitute  two  of  the  sorc- 
reigfn  States  which  compose  this  confederacy. 

There  is  no  good  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  allov- 
ance  of  our  claims,  by  France,  would  revive  ainilar,  bet 
dormant  claims  on  the  part  of  European  Powers.  Their 
claims  have  been  adjusted  upon  terms  which  have  re- 
ceived their  fullest  sanction,  and,  eren  if  the  cases  were 
similar,  a  present  allowance  to  the  United  States  woeM 
not  furnish  ground  for  an  application  to  open  settlements 
so  solemnly  and  so  deliberately  made;  for  there  w«re  in- 
ducementa  that  entered  into  those  arrangements  which 
could  not  be  expected  to  operate  on  the  preaent  occsaoo. 
But,  as  has  been  before  said,  the  cases  are  entird^  dis- 
similar. The  aggreasions  complained  of  by  then  were 
belligerent  acts  committed  in  a  time  of  open  war,  for 
which,  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  aggressor  was  not  bound 
to  mske  remuneration.  Those  of  the  United  Slates  were 
of  a  directly  opposite  character,  and,  of  course,  subject 
to  very  different  rules. 

The  extent  of  our  claims,  the  hardship  of  the  case  in 
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consequence  of  the  cliangiB  of  Government  in  France,  the 
amounts  which  she  has  already  paid,  and  her  abitity  to 
meet  them  with  convenience  to  herself,  if  entitled  to 
weif^ht,  can  only  be  taken  into  consideration  in  fixing  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  made. 

In  almost  all  the  discussions  and  conferences  which 
have  taken  place  between  the  ministers  of  the  two  Go- 
vernments, a  distinction  has  been  attempted  between  that 
portion  of  our  claims  which  is  for  property  that  never 
was  condemned,  and  for  that  which  has  actually  been  con- 
fiscated. The  first  embraces  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  and 
those  which  have  been  sequestered  by  order  of  the  Go- 
vernment, without  any  condemnation  or  final  decision, 
and  the  proceeds  deposited  in  the  Caisse  d'Amortissement. 
For  these  two  classes  of  claims,  the  French  Government 
has  repeatedly  shown  itself  disposed  to  make  compensa- 
tion, and  it  is  not  expected  that  you  will  be  troubled 
with  much  discussion  in  regard  to  them.  They  admit  ot 
but  one  reply,  save  that  of  their  satisfaction,  and  that  is, 
an  obstinate  and  indiscriminate  determination  to  refuse  to 
do  us  justice. 

The  grounds  relied  upon  by  the  French  Government 
to  defeat  the  other  class  of  cases  is  wholly  untenable. 
The  decrees  of  France,  out  of  which  those  claims  have 
arisen,  were,  in  themselves,  a  violation  of  the  established 
law  of  nations;  and,  as  such,  no  condemnation  under  them 
could  justify  the  seizures  that  had  been  made,  nor  exone- 
rate the  Government  from  its  liability  to  make  indemnity 
whenever  the  period  should  arrive  in  which  acts  of  un- 
measured and  mexcusable  aggression  gave  way  to  a  just 
consideration  of  private  rights,  and  a  respect  for  public 
law.  So  far  as  it  respects  all  seizures  prior  to  the  31st  of 
July,  1809,  (the  period  at  which  the  treaty  of  1800  ter- 
minated,) they  were  in  direct  contravention  to  that  treaty. 
But  even  admitting  that  France  had  a  right  to  issue  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  the  manner  of  their  execution 
was,  in  most  cases,  such  as  to  sustain  the  claims  that  are 
now  presented.  Several  confiscations  were  made  by 
**  imperial  decisions,"  without  previous  trial  or  condem- 
nation, in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the 
treaty  of  1800,  limiting  to  prize  courts  the  cognizance  of 
such  cases.  Some  of  the  decisions  of  the  Council  of  Prizes 
had  been  made  without  the  forms  prescribed  by  law. 
The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  made  to  have  a 
retrospective  operation .  Forty-eight  vessels  and  cargoes, 
previously  captured,  were  condemned  subsequently  to 
their  revocation;  and  several  vessels  captured  after  the 
revocation  were  condemned  on  frivolous  pretences. 

These,  and  other  considerations,  constitute  just  ^rounds 
for  the  revision  of  the  condemnations  that  were  made  under 
the  circumstances  referred  to;  a  course  by  no  means  no- 
vel, authorized  by  the  practice  of  England,  and  which 
was  made  the  subject  of  a  treaty  stipulation  between  her 
and  the  United  States  in  1794. 

That  claims  so  well  founded,  so  promptly  asserted,  and 
sissiduously  prosecuted,  should  remain  to  this  da^  unre- 
dressed, is  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regpret,  and  g^ves  in- 
terest to  a  review  of  the  causes  by  which  such  injurious 
and  unjustifiable  delay  has  been  produced.  It  is  unfor- 
tunately too  true,  that,  in  the  reasons  which  have  from 
time  to  time  been  assigned  for  procrastination  on  the  part 
of  the  French  Government,  will  be  found  too  much  ground 
for  inferring  a  settled  indisposition,  on  its  part,  to  come 
to  a  just  and  liberal  adjustment  of  the  matters  in  differ- 
ence between  the  two  countries.  Nothing  is  further  from 
the  wishes  of  the  President,  than  a  desire  to  increase  the 
asperities  sJready  existing,  by  an  indulgence  in  unprofit- 
able invectives;  but  to  say  less  than  this,  mig^t  with  much 
propriety  be  regarded  as  evincing  a  want  of  proper  sensi- 
bility to  the  violated  rights  and  unmerited  sufterings  of 
our  citizens. 

In  the  early  stages  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  mission,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  the  consideration  of  our  claims  was 


deferred  on  the  express  ground  of  the  embarrassments  of 
France,  and  under  assurances  of  future  redress,  which 
might  well  be  regarded  as  precluding  all  i^pprehension  of 
an  ultimate  rejection.  It  is  not  the  least  among  our 
causes  of  mortification  and  complaint,  that  the  delay  thus 
created  should  afterwards  be  urg^d  as  an  Evidence  of  a 
waiver  of  the  claims  in  question.  When  France,  by  the 
force  of  her  almost  unequalled  resources,  had  redressed 
herself,  and  recovered  her  former  prosperity,  her  atten- 
tion was  affain  called  to  the  subject.  The  existence  of 
commercial  difficulties  between  the  two  countries  was 
next  assigned  as  a  ground  for  further  delay—- the  propriety 
of  attending  to  national  in  preference  to  individual  inte- 
rests strongly  urged,  accompanied  with  assurances  on  the 
part  of  the  then  Minister  of  Foreign  Affurs,  that,  after 
those  w<ere  arranged,  France  would  hasten  to  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  subject  of  our  claims.  By  objections  raised 
to  the  commercial  convention,  which  experience  has 
shown  to  have  been  unreasonable  and  unwise,  that  nego- 
tiation was  protracted  until  June,  1822,  and  thus  a  delay 
in  the  exammation  of  the  subject  of  our  cUums  for  several 
years  effected.  Immediately  af\er  the  conclusion  of  that 
treaty,  the  French  Government  was  ag^in  invited  to  open 
a  negotiation  upon  the  subject  of  our  claims,  when  she 
interposed  her  pretensions  under  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  and  insisted  upon  making  it  a  branch  of 
the  same  negotiation.  That  the  United  States  would  ever 
acquiesce  in  the  construction  put  upon  that  treaty  by 
France,  could  hardly  have  been  expected  by  her.  Its 
assertion,  together  with  an  unyielding  determination  to 
mingle  its  discussion  with  the  entirely  dissimilar  subject 
of  private  and  incontestable  rights,  has  had  the  effect  not 
only  to  defeat  the  adjustment  of  our  claims  for  Uie  last 
six  or  seven  years,  but  has  also  hitherto  prevented  all  ne- 
gotiation upon  the  subject.  That  it  never  should  have 
been  suffered  to  defeat  the  satisfaction  of  the  just  de- 
mands of  our  citizens,  is  certain;  how  far  it  ought  to  have 
been  allowed  to  produce  the  latter  result,  is  another  ques- 
tion. Of  this,  a  fuller  notice  shall  be  hereafter  taken. 
It  is,  in  the  first  instance,  important  that  you  should  be 
fully  and  distinctly  apprised  of  the  effects  already  pro- 
duced by  the  interposition  of  this  claim,  and  the  positions 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  occupied  by  the  re- 
spective Governments  in  reference  to  that  matter. 

In  August,  1822,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  note  to  Mr.  de 
Villele,  reminded  him  of  the  conclusion  of  the  negotiation 
at  Washington,  and  of  the  promise  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  our  claims  as 
soon  as  that  measure  should  liave  been  accomplished. 
Mr.  de  Villele,  in  reply,  expressed  his  readiness  to  open 
a  negotiation  upon  all  the  remaining  subjects  of  difference 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  which  he  de- 
scribes to  be  the  claims  of  Americans  against  France  for 
spoliations,  and  those  of  Amce  against  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  Beaumarchais  claim,  and  particularly 
her  claim  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty; 
and  desired  to  know  whether  Mr.  Gallatin  had  authority 
to  conclude  an  arrangement  upon  those  points.  Mr.  Gal- 
latin had  declared  that  his  authority  extended  to  discuss 
the  right  of  France  to  a  claim  under  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
but  not  to  conclude  an  arrangement  upon  that  point; 
stated  the  expectation  of  his  Government  that  those  sub* 
jects  would  be  kept  separate,  and  expressed  his  readiness 
to  enter  upon  a  final  negotiation  of  the  other  matters  in 
difference.  Mr.  de  Villele,  in  reply,  insisted  upon  in- 
cluding all  the  subjects.  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  havinr 
succeeded  Mr.  de  Villele,  Mr.  Gallatin,  before  he  left 
France,  addressed  a  note  to  him,  complaining  of  the 
course  pursued  by  Mr.  de  Villele  in  insisting  upon  con- 
necting the  two  subjects  in  one  negotiation,  and  assigning 
his  reasons  why  they  ought  to  be  separated,  and  why  h« 
would  regard  a  perseverance  in  that  course  as  tantamount 
to  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  American  claims. 
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Mr.  Sheldon  was  informed  by  Mr.  Chateaubriand,  after 
Mr.  Gallatin's  departure,  of  the  readiness  of  the  French 
Government  to  open  a  negotiation  upon  both  points,  and 
of  the  reasons  for  insisting  upon  the  propriety  of  so  do- 
ing. Count  de  Mcnou  was  also  instructed  to  communi- 
cate the  regrets  of  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  that  Mr.  Galla- 
tin had  not  been  provided  with  the  necessary  powers  to 
carry  on  the  twofold  negotiation;  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  commence  it  with  Mr.  Gallatin,  if  he  should  return  with 
such  powers,  or  with  Mr.  Sheldon,  if  his  Government 
should  think  proper  to  authorize  him  to  that  effect.  This 
was  communicated  in  July,  1823,  to  our  Government, 
and  Count  de  Menou  was  informed  by  Mr.  Adams  that 
this  Government  would  never  consent  to  connect  the  two 
subjects  in  the  same  negotiation.  This  correspondence 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Sheldon,  an<l  the  views  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  that  respect  repeated  to  the  French  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  who,  m  a  verbal  conference  with  Mr. 
Sheldon,  reasserted  the  gfrounds  the  French  Government 
had  taken,  and  the  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  Drown  was  sent  out  early  in  1824.     He  was  in- 
structed to  call  the  immediate  attention  of  the  French 
Government  to  the  subject  of  our  claims,  but  to  inform 
them,  preliminarily  and  distinctly,  that  we  could  not  con- 
sent to  make  the  two  matters  the  subject  of  the  same  ne- 
gotiation.    Mr.  Drown,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1824,  com- 
municated the  views  of  this  Government  to  that  of  France, 
and  requested  the  commencement  of  a  negotiation, upon 
all  the  subjects  of  difference,  except  the  construction  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty.     He  was  informed  by  Mr.  de  Cha- 
teaubriand, on  the  7th  of  May,  that  the  excepted  French 
claim  had  been  presented  during  the  negotiation  of  the 
convention  of  1822;  that  the  plenipotentiaries  having  dif-l 
fered  upon  that  subject,  it  was  not  insisted  on,  in  order  not 
to  impede  the  settlement  of  the  commercial  difficulties;  that ' 
his  Government  had  therefore  reserved  it  for  future  con-  j 
aideration,  but  had  never  abandoned  it;  that  it  was  for  this 
reason  that  his  predecessors  had  desired  to  embrace  it  in 
the  negotiations,  and  that  he  was  authorized  to  open  one  | 
with  Mr.  Drown  upon  that  and  all  other  points  of  differ- 1 
ence  between  the  two  Governments;  but  that  they  could  ' 
not  consent  to  waive  the  subject  of  their  claims  under  the 
Louisiana  treaty  in  the  proposed  negotiation .  i 

After  tlie  succession  of  Daron  de  Damas  to  the  office  of 
Minister  of  Foreign  affairs,  Mr.  Drown,  in  October,  1824, 
placed  before  him  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Chateau- 
briand; informed  him  thst  any  just  claims  which  French 
subjects  might  have  upon  the  United  States,  might  be  em- 
braced in  the  negotiation;  but  the  question  under  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  being  one  of  a  different  character,  could  I 
not  be  blended  with  that  of  claims  for  indemnity;  but 
avowed  his  readinesa  to  continue  the  discussion  upon  the  | 
subject,  if  it  was  desired. 

In  November,  1825,  Daron  de  Damas  replied,  and  after 
denying  the  claims  of  the  United  Statei«,  in  the  form  al- 
ready stated,  a  denial  which  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve was  called  out  by  the  emphatic  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Adams,  in  his  note  to  Count  de  Menou,  had  insisted 
upon  the  fact  that  our  claims  had  never  been  controverted 
by  France,  and  declared  that  the  French  Government 
would  never  consent  to  enter  into  negotiation  on  Ameri- 
can claims,  unless  that  negotiation  should  equally  comprise 
the  French  claims,  and  particularly  the  arrangement  to 
be  adopted  as  to  the  execution  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty. 

An  unsucce»fu1  attempt  was  made,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  in  the  year  1827,  to  extricate  the  negotiation 
from  this  preliminary  embarrassment,  by  an  offer  to  sub- 
mit the  question  upon  the  construction  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty  to  arbitration;  but  the  offer  was  not  accepted  by 
Prance,  aa  will  be  more  particularly  stated  hereafter.  The 
relative  positions  of  the  two  Governments  have  undergfone 
no  material  change  from  the  period  of  their  respective 


declarations,  in  regard  to  tlie  admission  on  the  oce  SKtr, 
and  excltision  on  the  other,  of  the  question  tfiso;  open 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  each  insisting  upon  its  fkstnd  is 
a  sine  qua  turn  to  the  commencement  of  any  Kpifetion. 
In  several  conferences  between  Mr.  Brown  andtiKCoont 
de  la  Ferronnays,  during  the  short  period  that tk litter 
was  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  he  evinced  very  Efcml 
and  friendly  views,  but  did  not  commit  bis  Gofeunt 
upon  any  point.     Since  that  time  nothing  hts  bat fe«. 

The  views  of  France  could  not  well  Iultc  beenbe^cr 
served  than  by  the  posture  of  affairs  since  1822.  By  A 
they  have  been  enabled  to  avoid  as  well  the  just  clainscf 
our  citizens,  as  the  necessity  of  giving  to  them  a  direct  nJ 
definitive  rejection,  and  to  draw  the  discus»0Rs  betfen 
the  two  Governments  from  the  merits  of  the  respcctirt 
claims  to  the  forms  of  the  negotiation  for  their  aojasl' 
ment.  In  this,  however  wrong  her  Government  iwy  be 
in  its  position,  France  is,  nevertheless,  a  great  gainer. 

It  will  be  your  first  business  to  endeavor  to  relicre  lit 
future  discussion  from  the  embarrassments  lliath»«  re- 
sulted from  the  past;  and  to  do  this  without  comiDitt^ 
your  Government  upon  a  point  which  it  can  ^'^^^™J. 
or  justifying  expectations  which  cannot  be  r^^^"*^: 
not  be  the  least  delicate  or  difficult  portion  of  yoorafcii 
duties. 

The  President  concurs  in  the  expediency  ^^^\ 
the  two  subjects,  if  that  can  be  done,  butfcHjcJ  noi 
find,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  anytcww""'* 
sufficiently  imposing  to  justify  a  refusal  to  nertot^™• 
less  our  wishes  in  that  respect  are  compiled  wi*. 

His  instructions  to  you,  therefore,  are,  that  jn  ttrwa 
attempt  be  first  made  to  induce  the  French  Go««[»^ 
to  open  a  negotiation  upon  the  principlesadvocatrtpri, 
late  administration  of  this  Government,  bat  that,  lo^ 
event  of  a  failure  to  produce  that  result,  you  shall  ap« 
to  one  embracing  all  matters  in  difference  ^^^!^^ 
two  countries.  It  is  not  believed  thst  other  th»n  inwnM 
conferences  will  be  necessary  to  satisfy  1^^^\^ ^ 
first  point.  Should  you,  however,  find  it  o^J^^  jj^ 
will  jpursue  such  course  as  may  seem  to  you  best  p 
to  effect  the  object  in  view.  f4(,. 

It  will  be  your  special  duty  to  see  that  ti>«  ch^T,  ,„ 
present  positions  of  the  two  Governments  be  ewc^ 
such  a  form  as  not  to  commit  this  upon  t"15^":^«; 
by  France  under  the  Louisiana  treaty.  .''"J'^^gte 
sion  appears  to  have  been  that,  by  c<>n»«"^'"£j?"  ^  up 
upon  that  subject,  we  would  admit  the  co"'*"7!«essto 
by  France,  and  thus  bring  the  question  down  to  w^ 
the  ext«nt  of  indemnity  only.  ^   «^y«  of 

The  Daron  de  Damss,  in  his  letter  toMr^™  'j^ 
the  nth  November,  1825,  says:  "  It  were  cJTOw 
believe  that  the  consent  to  negotiate  implied  »"  ^j 
ledgment  of  the  validity  of  those  Oh^/^nrto- 
claims.  Had  this  validity  been  acknowlcdgcfl* "«  ^^^ 
tiation  would  have  been  necessary,  and  the  oni)  JJ.^  ^ 
would  have  been  touching  their  liquidation.  '  |j,t,i« 
der  to  discuss  the  rights  of  the  American  <^"^'"  ^frin- 
King's  Government  has  declared  its  readiness  w  ^^  „ 
to  communication  with  the  Federal  Go^<^'^^\" '  fyoor 

The  application  of  these  views  to  the ^P^'j^^ect** 
negotiation  with  the  French  Government,  wi      ^^ 
the  just  objects  of  both  parties.    Our  cl«'»«  "P^  ,„<!  de- 
do  not  stand  in  need  of  any  aid  from  '"'/'*!^  ^,f  negoti- 
ductions  which  may  be  supplied  by  the  ^^^^^ntto 
ation;  no  such  assistance  is  desired,  nor  can  w  ^^^^t 
give  any  advantage  to  her  in  thst  '^"PfV  ]ofltfc>"P' 
may  be  considered  to  be  the  principles  oi  ^X^j^iA^o 
on  a  similar  point,  they  must  at  all  tiroes  b«  *u  ^  m 
the  declared  views  and  explanations  of  ^^^L^f^* 
making  such  as  you  may  deem  requisite  on     .^^^^^ 
you  will  be  careful,  whilst  you  preclude  ".j^jhovf 
alluded  to,  to  avoid  a  form  of  expression  wwcu     .^  ^^ 
on  its  face  that  our  consent  to  the  negoi»« 
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mode  proposed,  is  merely  formal.  Such  is  not  the  case. 
Our  desire  is  to  bring  the  two  Governments,  if  possible, 
to  a  happy  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  the  points  of 
collision,  but,  at  all  events,  to  an  intellig'ible  and  defini- 
tive expression  of  their  respective  determinations:  so  that 
one  or  the  other  of  these  results  be  effected,  we  afe  in- 
different as  to  the  form  of  negotiation  through  which  it  is 
to  be  approached. 

In  the  negotiation  thus  commenced,  you  will  exhibit  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  our  citizens,  in 
such  form  as  you  may  deem  best  calculated  to  possess  the 
French  Government  fuUpr  of  their  character  and  extent. 
If  they  agree  to  make  indemnity,  you  are  authorized  to 
adopt  the  mode  of  liquidation  and  adjustment,  and  the 
terms  of  payment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  his  letter 
to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  of  the  9th  of  November, 
1816,  making  allowances  and  provision  for  such  claims  as 
are  upon  the  schedules  now  delivered  to  you,  and  which 
were  not  embraced  by  that  letter. 

If  the  French  Government  again  interposes  its  preten- 
sions  under  the  eighth  article  ofthe  Louisiana  treaty,  you 
will  place  before  it  a  brief  but  explicit  and  full  view  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  Government  cannot  concur 
in  the  construction  claimed  by  France. 

The  discussions  which  have  already  taken  place  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  upon  this  point,  and  which 
are  of  ^reat  length,  are  herewith  delivered  to  you.    The 
matter  is,   in  our  estimation,  so  plain,  and  susceptible  of 
such  simple  and  easy  demonstration,  that  it  cannot,  it  is 
supposed,   be  necessary  that  you  should  encumber  the 
discussion  bv  drawing  into  it  many  considerations,  which, 
though  in  themselves  proper,  are  not  necessary  to  the 
vindication  of  the  ground  we  take,  and  seem  only  to  fur- 
nish food  for  collateral  and  protracted  debate.     It  is  only 
by  losing  sight  of  the  words  ofthe  treaty  by  means  of  de- 
sultory discussion  upon  abstract  points,   that  the  truth  of 
our  construction  can  be  for  a  moment  obscured.     France 
desires  privilege  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  on  the  ground 
that  these  privileges  are  granted  as  favors  to  other  nations, 
and  that  she  is  entitled,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  ces- 
sion treaty,  to  an  equal  participation  of  privileges  with  the 
most  favored  nation;  whilst  the  truth  is,  that  the  privileges 
she  claims  are  not  granted  by  the  United  States  as  a  &vor 
to  any  nation,  but  are  the  result  of  purchase  by- the  rendi- 
tion of  an  equivalent.    France  asserts  her  right  to  "be 
treated  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,"  in 
the  ports  of  Louisiana,  and  she  insists  upon  a  practical 
exercise  of  that  right,  which  would  place  her  upon  a 
**  footing'*  essentially,  and  to  the  United  States  injurious- 
ly, different  from  that  of  any  other  nation.     She  invokes 
to  her  aid  the  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Livingston  to 
the  First  Consul  for  an  object  confessedly,  and,  to  every 
fair  intent,  materially  different,  and  seeks  through  its 
means  to  induce  the  United  States  to  acquiesce  in  a  con- 
struction which  is  shown  by  their  archives  to  be  contrary 
to  the  intentions  of  their  plenipotentiaries.  If  she  hiquires, 
what  then  was  the  object  of  the  article,  and  what  right 
does  it  secure  to  France?  the  answer  is  obvious:  it  was 
to  give  to  France  privileges  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana 
g^rcater  in  duration,  but  more  restricted  in  their  kind,  than 
those  secured  for  a  limited  period  to  France  and  Spain, 
by  the  seventh  article;  and  the  right  secured  to  France  by 
the  eighth  article  is  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  make  with  France  any  compact  in  favor  of  com- 
merce, in  reference  to  the  ports  in  question,  which  they 
might,  at  any  time  thereafter,  make  with  any  other  nation. 
This,  as  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  is  optional  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  but,  when  once  made  with  any 
nation,  its  extension  to  France  became  a  matter  of  right 
in  those  ports. 

Mr.  Brown  was  instructed  by  the  late  administration  to 
propose  a  submission  of  the  question  to  arbitration,  first, 
to  a  limited  extent,  viz.  so  as  to  embrace  the  French  claim 


for  remuneration  only,  but  he  was  subsequently  author- 
ized to  agree  to  it  in  such  a  form  as  to  cover  the  entire 
claim  of  France,  including,  of  course,  the  true  construc- 
tion and  permanent  operation  of  the  contested  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty.  The  several  communications  to  him 
from  this  department  will  apprise  you  of  the  particulars 
of  the  proposed  plan.  The  proposition  was  formally  sub- 
mitted to  the  French  Government,  but  has  never  received 
an  official  and  definitive  answer  from  it.  Baron  de  Damas 
declared  to  Mr.  Brown  that  he  did  not  believe  it  would 
be  satisfactory  to  them,  or  productive  of  much  good.  He 
inquired  whether  our  Government  would  include  the  sub- 
ject of  claims  in  the  same  arbitration;  and,  on  being 
asked  whether  they  would  desire  such  an  arrangement  on 
their  part,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  believe  that,  even  in 
that  form,  it  would  be  acceptable. 

Should  the  subject  of  the  arbitration  be  again  brought 
under  consideration,  you  are  instructed  to  repeat  the  oner 
in  the  same  general  terms  that  it  was  made  by  Mr.  Brown. 
But  whatever  is  said  or  done  upon  this  subject,  you  will 
have  constantly  in  view  that  the  President  cannot  consent 
to  submit  the  permanent  operation  ofthe  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  nor  the  subject  of  our  claims,  to 
arbitrament. 

As  a  means  for  obtaining  redress  for  the  extensive 
claims  of  our  citizens,  and  in  the  full  confidence  that  the 
United  States  are  clearly  right  in  their  construction,  he 
will  consent  to  abide  by  the  offer  of  the  late  administra- 
tion, as  first  proposed,  but  not  to  the  extension  of  it.  The 
consequences  that  might  result  from  an  erroneous  deci- 
sion in  the  former  case,  would  only  be  a  certain  and  lim- 
ited allowance  by  way  of  remuneration  for  duties  received 
by  the  United  States,  to  be  deducted  from  the  clainos  of 
our  citizens,  but  in  the  latter  it  would  be  a  far  more  exten- 
sive and  serious  operation.  The  claim  by  France,  of  perma- 
nent commercial  privileges  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  with- 
out an  equivalent,  and  wholly  independent  of  her  own 
commercial  regulations  in  respect  to  the  vessels  and  pro- 
ductions of  the  United  States,  can  never  be  voluntarily 
submitted  to  by  them,  and  the  President  cannot  consent 
to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  third  party  to  determine  that 
such  shall  be  the  case. 

The  United  States  cannot,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  promise  themselves  much  advantage  from  the 
submission  of  their  claims  to  any  sovereign  Power  to  which 
it  is  likely  that  France  would  accede;  and  a  dependence 
upon  individual  responsibility  only,  in  a  case  of  such  ex- 
tensive amount,  would  be  dangerous. 

But  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  not  be  under  the  necessity 
of  communicating  these  views.  Your  proposition  will 
leave  you  at  liberty  to  insist  upon  the  restriction  suggested 
in  the  event  of  a  favorable  reception  by  France,  (which 
is  not  expected,)  and  you  can  only  be  called  upon  to  de- 
cide upon  the  submission  of  the  claims,  in  answer  to  a 
counter  proposition  by  France.  Such  counter  proposition 
it  is  believed,  she  will  be  deterred,  by  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  from  makin|^,  and  particularly  by  the  con- 
sideration that,  if  the  decision  of  the  arbitration  be  against 
her,  it  would  make  her  liable  for  the  approved  claims  to 
their  whole  extent,  and  thus  put  aside  the  idea  of  a  com- 
promise. 

The  reasons  which  constrain  this  Government  to  resist 
the  claims  of  France  in  regard  to  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
are  equally  imperative  in  preventing  a  deduction  from  our 
claims  on  that  account.  The  result  of  such  a  course 
would  be  claims  on  our  Government  from  those  of  our  ci- 
tizens who  are  interested  in  those  we  are  presenting 
against  France  for  the  amount  thus  deducted.  Although 
the  President  would  take  great  pleasure  in  facilitating  any 
measure  which  would  promote  the  views  ofthe  claimants, 
he  cannot  consent  to  do  so  at  the  expense  of  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizens  who  have  no  interest  in  those  claims, 
by  acknowledging  a  responsibility  which  does  not  exist. 
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If  the  Uiiiied  States  coment  to  diAohftrge  rrtnee,  upon 
receiving  a  measure  of  indemnity  which  fidk  short  of  the 
true  amount  of  the  claims  of  their  citizcM,  it  must  be 
from  other  considerations,  and  the  course  of  your  nefo- 
ttation  must  always  be  such  as  to  preclude  a  contrary  in- 
ference. You  will  find  no  difficulty  in  possessmg  the 
French  GoTernment  fully  of  the  views  of  this  upon  that 
subject,  and  the  applications  which  yet  continue  to  be 
made  to  it  for  claims  alleged  to  have  been  abandoned  by 
the  treaty  of  1800,  will  serve  to  confirm  their  correct- 
ness. 

If  the  great  extent  of  our  claims,  the  sacrifices  which 
France  has  already  been  called  upon  to  make  in  conse- 
quence of  the  acts  of  the  former  Government,  the  state  of 
her  finances,  the  improbability  of  obtaining  supplies  from 
the  Legislature,  and  such  like  grounds,  are  urged  against 
the  allowance,  by  her,  of  our  claims,  you  are  authorized 
to  say  that  the  President  will  so  far  respect  considerations 
of  that  character,  as  to  receive,  in  fiiU  satisfaction  of  all 
our  claims,  and  as  a  definitive  adjustment  of  all  matters  in 
difference  between  the  two  countries,  a  gross  sum,  to  be 
distributed  amongst  the  claimants  by  the  United  States; 
provided  that  sum  shall  bear  a  reasonable  proportion  to 
the  actual  extent  of  our  claims. 

The  circumstance  that  France  has,  at  different  times, 
evinced  a  disposition  to  prefer  the  satisfaction  of  one  class 
of  American  claims  to  others,  and  has  at  no  time  express- 
ed its  definitive  views  as  to  the  rejection  of  either,  and  the 
inability  of  the  President  to  appreciate^  such  considera- 
tions as  she  may  urge  in  the  final  discussion  of  the  subject, 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  pronounce  understandingly  upon 
tiie  lowest  amount  on  which  he  would  consent  to  conclude 
a  final  arrangement.  It  is,  moreover,  in  other  respects, 
fitting  that  the  party  seekinf^  an  abatement  from  a  valid 
claim,  should  take  the  lead  in  submitting  propositions  to 
that  end.  All  that  the  French  Government  have  a  right 
to  ask,  is  to  be  satisfied  that  that  of  the  United  States  is 
sincerely  willing  to  adjust  the  whole  affair  upon  that  basis. 
Of  this  you  may  give  the  fullest  assurance,  as  also  that  any 
offer  which  is  made  to  you  will  be  received  for  reference 
to  your  Government,  and  shall  be  promptly  rephed  to. 
Should  your  discussions  take  this  direetion,  you  will  not 
iiiil  to  place  before  the  French  minister  a  view  of  our 
claims  m  their  whole  extent,  including  interests,  and  to 
press  upon  him  the  importance  of  making  such  an  offer  as 
there  is  reason  to  hope  will  be  accepted,  and  will  serve 
the  great  purposes  of  iustice  and  conciliation. 

It  is  not  improbable,  from  the  intimations  heretofore 
given  by  the  French  ministers,  that  the  claims  of  the  heirs 
of  Beaumarchais  upon  this  Government,  for  supplies  fur- 
nished by  him  to  this  country  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  will  be  brought  forward  as  a  set-oflf  to  the  claims  of 
oar  citizens.  The  opportunities  for  its  examination, 
which  have  been  afforaed  to  you  by  ^our  situation  in  Con- 
gress, and  particularly  by  your  participation  in  their  exa- 
mination by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  year  1824,  render  it  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any 
thing  Uke  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of  that  claim. 
Tlie  station  you  are  about  to  occupy  will  afford  you  fiici- 
lities  to  make  yourself  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  facts 
and  circumstances  connected  with  the  transaction,  and 
which  are  still  involved  in  doubts  and  mystery.  It  is  the 
wish  of  the  President  that  you  should  do  so  in  any  event. 
Although  the  character  of  this  claim  will  be  a  good  deal 
changed  if  brought  forward  and  acknowledged  to  be 
valid  by  the  French  Government,  yet  the  better  opinion 
will  probably  still  be,  that  it  is  an  antiquated  demand, 
which  can  only  find  counter«ance  in  the  absence  of  that 
complete  knowled^  of  the  facts  which  has  been  lost 
through  time  and  circumstances^  yet,  in  connderation  of 
the  great  amount  of  claims  which  our  citizens  have  upon 
France,  and  of  the  sincere  desire  which  the  President  en- 
tertains to  obliterate  any  source  of  future  contention  be- 


tween the  two  Governments,  he  woald  not  object  to  de- 
duct the  one  million  of  livres  claimed  by  the  betrsof  Bcas- 
nsarchais  from  the  amount  allowed  by  France  to  satiify  tbe 
claims  of  American  citizens:  provided  that  that  aflovanee 
be  such,  in  your  opinion,  as  will  satisfy  aB  the  dmaa 
which,  upon  a  close  examination,  shall  be  fenad  joitly 
chargeable  to  her.  If  that  is  not  done,  yoa  wiB  receive 
whatever  proposition  is  made  upon  this  branch  of  fte  aib- 
jcct,  for  reference  to  your  Government. 

If  there  was  any  sincerity  in  the  langua^  used  by  the 
French  Government  at  different  times,  it  is  beheveAAsl 
the  course  now  prescribed  to  you  cannot  lail  to  lesd  to  ss 
amicable  and  satisfitctory  adjustment.    I  cannot  antkipik 
what  other  pretext  can  be  found  for  longer  decKmng  it 
If  we  are  disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expectafios;  if 
France,  either  because  the  United  SUtes  witt  not  sikw 
a  claim  which  they  are  satisfied  is  wholly  antenahk,  u^ 
which  they  have  reason  to  apprehend  ia  only  nacd  » n 
obstacle  to  the  allowance  of  claims,  on  their  part,  vhie^ 
France  cannot,  upon  principle,  reject,  or,  fer  any  cAsf 
cause,  shall  refuse,  or  longer  delay  to  do  us  ju^icc  m  tte 
respect,  we  shall  be  constrained  to  conclode  that  her  pur- 
pose is  to  renounce  every  idea  of  a  friendly  ad/iaCMC 
with  the  United  States.     Should  you  find  reana  to  ap- 
prehend a  bias  in  the  minds  of  the  public  fiiadiMaries  of 
France  so  unjust  to  us,  and  so  adverse  to  the  bemer  and 
true  interests  of  France  herself,  you  wiD  aot  ftil  to  make 
every  effort  in  your  power  to  produce  a  better  feeTmg, 
and  wiser  and  worthier  views.    The  prcase  tone  in  yoor 
communications,  most  likely  to  effect  that  object,  can  ody 
be  decided  upon  correctly  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all 
the  circumstances,  and  must  therefore  be  left  to  your  owa 
judgment:  in  its  exercise,  you  will  remember  that,  whet 
you  have  received  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  French 
Government,  the  Executive  branch  of  this  will  have  exer- 
cised all  its  functions)  and  that,  in  the  event  of  an  aeh- 
vorable  determination,  it  will  belong  chiefly  to  am^hcr 
department  to  decide  upon  the  measures  of  redress  whkk 
may  be  demanded  by  the  occasion.     Whilst,  tlierrlbrf, 
you  do  not,  in  effecting  the  purposes  of  the  Executive, 
fall  short  of  a  frank,  fiill,  and  energetic  ezpositioa  of  the 
righu  and  injuries  of  your  country,  you  will  cfiKfaarge 
tliat  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  will  leave  that  depai^ent 
untrammelled  in  its  consideration  of  tbe  course  which  a 
due  sense  of  the  honor  and  interest  of  ihe  trntioo  may 
suggest. 

It  is  the  intent  and  sincere  desire  of  the  United  Slates 
to  live  upon  terms  of  peace  and  honest  (nod^p  with  all 
nations  who  respect  their  rights,  but  it  is  equsAy  tWv 
duty  and  their  determination  to  protect  those  lights  against 
encroachments  from  any  and  every  quarter.     Our  clsJm 
upon  France  have  been  already  too  long  under  diacuasios. 
Sbe  must,  long  since,  have  made  up  her  mind  in  rcganS 
to  them,  and  it  is  due  to  the  sincenty  which  ought  to  be 
observed  between  friendly  Powers,  that  she  sfaoald  cook 
municate  her  final  determination  tothia  Govemiaent.  Tbe 
President  wishes  to  be  informed  of  that  deteminatka, 
whatever  may  be  its  character.  Notwithstanding'  tbe  feel- 
ing of  partiality  to  France  with  which  the  reeouectioa  e< 
early  friendship  and  past  favors  have  impressed  his  miad 
tbe  President  cannot  conceal  his  regrets  at  finding  tb^ 
the  conduct  of  the  French  Government  in  refanion  to  tbe 
just  claims  of  our  citizens,  when  contrasted  with  thst  af 
ours,  g^ves  tokens  as  little  auspicious  to  the  true  interetfi 
of  France  herself,  as  to  the  rights  and  just  objects  ait^ 
United  States*    The  persevering  evasaona  of  the  secde- 
ment  of  our  claims,  for  such  (whatever  may  have  beea 
the  views  of  France)  have  been  the  facts,  are  not  ca^ca- 
lated  to  inspire  confidence  or  strengthen  IHendslBp    i< 
will  be  your  duty  to  make  the  French  Govemmest  leflsa- 
ble  of  the  influence  which  the  disposition  of  existiag  q<^ 
tions  roust  necessarily  have  upon  the  fiiture.     Tbe  Viut- 
ed  States  are  earnestly  de^rous  of  maintaining  the  most 
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amicable  relations  with  France,  and  are  disposed  to  make 
many  sacrifices  to  secure  so  desirable  an  object,  but  they 
can  never  abandon  the  claims  of  their  citizens.  The  pub- 
lic mind  here  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  justice  and  va- 
lidity of  those  claims,  and  yoa  must  make  the  French  Go- 
vernment sensible  of  the  very  high  dissatisfaction  which  a 
refusal  to  discharge  them  would  produce  with  the  Go- 
vernment and  people  of  these  States. 


[No.  8.] 


^.  Van  Buren  to  Mr,  Bivea, 

DXPABTXEHT  OT  StaTB, 

Washington^  2d  Jpril,  1830. 


Sib:  Your  several  despatches,  to  No.  14,  inclusive,  have 
been  received  at  this  department,  and  submitted  to  the 
President.  He  approves  fully  of  your  reply  to  the  obser- 
vations of  Prince  Polignac  in  regani  to  portions  of  his  mes- 
sage to  Congress  which  refer  to  the  state  of  our  affairs 
with  France.  It  contains,  as  far  as  it  goes,  a  fair  exposi- 
tion of  his  sentiments  upon  the  point  aUuded  to. 

The  friendly  predilections  which  have  so  long  existed 
between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  sub- 
jects of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty;  the  unceasing  endea- 
vors of  this  Government  to  place  the  relations  between 
the  two  countries  upon  the  footing  of  a  still  more  friendly 
and  mutually  beneficial  intercourse;  the  liberality  display- 
ed by  the  United  States  in  not  pressing  upon  France,  in 
the  hour  of  her  difficulties,  the  immediate  discharge  of 
her  responsibilities  to  our  citizens;  the  undeviating  deli- 
cacy  with  which  they  have  presented  their  claims  in  the 
season  of  her  prosperity,  and  the  patience  with  which 
they  have  awaited  the  result,  are  considerations  which 
should  dissuade  the  King  of  France  from  too  readily  con- 
struing into  a  tone  of  menace  the  frank,  but  not  unfriend- 
ly language  in  which  the  President  has  expressed  the 
sentiments  of  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States. 

In  looking  through  the  history  of  this  unpleasant  sub- 
ject of  discussion,  the  past  is  found  to  be  so  pregnant  with 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  course  pursued  by  France 
in  so  perseveringly  refusing,  for  a  lapse  of  fifteen  years, 
to  satisfy  our  just  claims,  that,  if  surprise  be  at  all  excited, 
it  should  be  rather  at  the  patient  forbearance  which  has 
characterized  the  conduct  of  the  \jnited  States,  than  at 
any  expression  of  discontent  which  these  long  delays  have 
produced  among  the  numerous  class  of  citizens  directly 
interested  in  the  result  of  the  negotiations.  It  needs  no 
uncommon  degree  of  penetration  to  discover  that  this  un- 
happy cause  of  difference  has  exercised  a  baneful  influ- 
ence over  other  subjects  of  negotiation,  involving  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  the  two  nations,  and  that  it  is  constantly 
undermining  the  friendly  spirit  by  which  the  people  of 
the  two  countries  are  naturally  drawn  towards  each  other, 
and  which,  if  properly  fostered  and  directed,  would  be 
productive  of  incalculable  advantages.  This  conviction, 
and  a  lively  sense  of  the  sufferings  of  those  of  our  citizens 
in  whose  behalf  so  frequent  and  so  earnest  appeals  have 
been  made  to  the  justice  and  honor  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, have  created  in  the  breast  of  the  President  a  de- 
cree of  anxiety  for  the  termination  of  the  present  state  of 
things,  which  he  could  not  conceal  from  the  National  Le- 
£^is1ature. 

He  has,  however,  no  desire  nearer  his  heart  than  that 
of  preserving  the  most  harmonious  relations  with  all  the 
world,  but  particularly  with  liis  Majesty  the  King  of 
France,  who,  with  his  throne,  has,  it  is  confidently  believ- 
ed, inherited  the  liberality  and  love  of  justice  which  dis- 
tinguished his  august  ancestor,  the  early  friend  and  ally 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  to  enable  the  President  more 
certainly  to  obtain  the  fulfilment  of  this  first  wish  of  his 
heart,  that  he  called  the  national  attention,  in  a  spirit  of 


a  protracted  continuance  of  the  present  untoward  state  of 
thmgs.  A  brave  and  generous  mind  never  assumes  an  at- 
titude of  menace  as  long  as  any  thing  can  be  hoped  from 
a  love  of  justice,  and  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  others.  On 
neither  of  these,  as  motives  on  the  part  of  his  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  to  a  fair  adjustment  of  this  fruitful  source  of 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  countries,  has  the  Pre- 
sident ever  entertained  a  doubt. 

I  am,  sir. 

With  great  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUBEN. 
Willi AK  C.  Rivxs,  Esq. 

Enoov  ExtraorcUnan/  and  Jdimater 

PUnipoientiary  of  the  United  States  to  France. 

P.  S.  After  the  preceding  was  prepared,  and  at  the 
moment  of  its  transmission,  I  received  vour  despatch  No. 
15,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  the  impression  Prince 
Polignac  had  received  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  which  forms  the  principal  subject  of  this 
communication,  had  yielded  to  a  more  accurate  exaroina^ 
tion  of  that  document  by  the  Prince  himself;  and,  also, 
that  a  negotiation  has  actually  commenced  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  claims.  This  declaration,  and  the  subsequent 
course  of  the  Prince,  do  justice  to  the  occamon,  and  are 
worthy  of  the  high  source  from  which  they  have  emanat- 
ed. Although  the  contents  of  your  despatch  might  well 
be  regarded  as  rendering  the  preceding  letter  unnecessa- 
ry, lam,  nevertheless,  directed  by  the  President  to  trans- 
mit it  as  additional  evidence  of  his  desire  that  the  negotia- 
tion should  be  conducted  with  the  most  scrupulous  regard 
to  the  personal  feelings  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  France. 
The  President  is  not  insensible  to  the  impressions  wkiS^h 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  claims  of  our  citizens 
accrued,  are  calculated  to  make  upon  the  mind  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  will,  at  all  times,  be  found  willing  tojuet  the 
advances  of  his  Majesty's  Government  by  eve^Hfcces- 
sion  which,  upon  the  most  liberal  view  of  the  subject,  can 
with  justice  be  regarded  as  reconcilable  with  his  official 
duty. 

The  declaration  of  the  Prince  upon  certain  points  of  the 
matters  in  contestation,  although  ialling  far  short  of  the 
just  expectations  of  this  Government  are,  nevertheless, 
gratifying  to  the  President,  as  affording  strong  evidence 
of  a  sincere  desire  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Gov^m- 
ment  to  respect  the  just  rights  of  our  citizens,  and  to  re] 
lieve  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  from  the 
baleful  influence  of  this  old  and  vexatious  subject  of  dif- 
ference. If  these  enlightened  and  just  views  can  be 
brought  to  a  successful  and  satisfactory  termination,  we 
may  with  confidence  anticipate  the  happiest  results  from 
the  future  intercourse  between  the  two  nations. 

M*    T .  B« 


[No.  12.] 


Mr,  Fan  Buren  to  Mr  Bives, 

DxrARTmHT  OP  Statk, 

Washington,  30M  jSpn!,  1830. 

Sih:  Tour  despatches  Nos.  15  and  16,  of  the  16th  and 
25th  of  February,  were  received  on  the  3d  and  10th  of 
this  month,  and  have  been  submitted  to  the  President.  He 
was  particularly  gratified  in  learning  from  the  first,  that 
the  repugnance  of  the  French  Government,  heretofore 
exemplified  in  reference  to  all  former  attempts  on  the  part 
of  this,  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  respecting  the  claims  of 
our  citizens  upon  that  Government,  has  at  length  yielded 
to  your  discreet  and  judicious  efforts  to  overcome  that  ob- 
stacle; and  that  a  negotiation  between  vourself  and  Prince 
Poligpiac  for  the  adjustment  of  these  important  interests, 
may  be  considered  as  now  actually  commenced,  under 


auspices,  too,  that  hold  out  a  cheering  prospect  tliat, 

through  the  continued  employment  of  similar  efforts  on 

regret  and  apprehension,  to  the  possible  consequences  of{  your  part,  it  will  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion* 
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SpoUationM  on  American  Commerce. 


From  the  prorogation  of  the  Chambers  to  a  distant  day, 
announced  in  your  despatch  No.  17,  received  on  the  12th 
instant,  it  is  hoped  that  the  minister  will  now  be  able  to 
devote  the  necessary  attention  to  this  great  object,  and 
that  the  negotiation  will  experience  no  further  or  material 
interruptions.  The  intelligence,  therefore,  of  that  occa- 
sioned b^  the  temporary  indisposition  of  Prince  Polignac, 
communicated  by  your  No.  15,  was  received  with  pecu- 
liar concern,  though  it  was  known  to  have  occurrea  at  a 
period  when  other  cares,  incident  to  the  then  approach- 
mg  assemblage  of  the  Chambers,  would  probably  have 
absorbed  most  of  his  attention,  and  left  him  but  little  time 
to  devote  to  other  matters,  however  pressing  or  important; 
but  your  despatch  No.  16,  received  a  few  days  afterwards, 
relieved  us  from  all  anxiety  upon  this  score,  by  the  infor- 
mation which  it  brought  of  the  recovery  of  that  minister, 
though  it^would  have  been  still  more  gratifying  if  it  had 
been  accompanied  by  intelligence  that  the  negotiation  had 
been  resumed  on  his  part. 

The  projet  of  a  convention,  prepared  by  yourself,  and 
enclosed  in  your  No.  16,  has  been  submitted,  likewise,  to 
the  consideration  of  the  President,  by  whom  lam  instruct- 
ed to  inform  you,  as  it  g^ves  me  great  pleasure  to  do,  that 
it  meets  with  his  general  approbation  as  a  safe  and  conve- 
nient basis  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens 
upon  the  Government  of  France.   I  am  instructed  to  state 
to  ^ou,  however,  that,  instead  of  the  mixed  commission 
which  it  proposes  to  establish  to  effect  that  object,  a  gross 
indemnity  for  these  claims,  to  be  distributed  amongst 
those  for  whose  benefit  it  is  made  by  this  Government, 
would  be  preferred  by  the  president.     In  this  case,  full 
reliance  is  placed  upon  the  discreet  exertion  of  your  ef- 
forts, under  the  best  estimate  which  you  have  been  able 
to  form  of  the  just  indemnities  demandabte,  to  procure  as 
good  terms  as  possible.  If  the  business  cannot  be  arranged 
m  this  way,  consistently  with  your  general  instructions, 
then  the  course  suggested,  of  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  through  the  instrumentsJity  of  a  mixed  com- 
mission, may  be  adopted,  although  there  are  powerful 
objections  to  a  tribunal  of  that  sort,  for  the  adjustment  of 
claims  of  any  description,  favorably  or  unfavorably  affect- 
ing the  respective  Governments  of  its  members,  however 
guarded  it  may  be,  as  was  experienced  in  the  case  of  all 
those  established  under  the  treaty  of  1794,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  under  that  of  St. 
Petersburg,  of  12th  July,  1822,  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.     In  that  case,  your 
projet  for  effectinp  the  object  is  entirely  approved,  ex- 
cept that  a  commission,  composed  of  one  commissioner 
and  one  arbitrator  on  each  side,  would  be  preferred  to 
the  one  proposed,  of  two  commissioners  and  one  arbitra- 
tor, unless  the  other,  or  a  different  arrangement,  not  es- 
sentially varying  the  character  of  the  commission,  should 
be  insisted  ufion  by  the  French  Government. 

On  the  subject  of  the  abatement  which  may  be  required 
by  the  French  Government  from  the  amount  of  indemni- 
ties claimed  on  our  part,  you  are  already  apprised  of  the 
President's  views  in  relation  to  it;  that  he  is  anxious  to 
obtain  satisfaction  for  all  just  claims  whatever  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  French  Government,  with- 
out regard  to  the  classes  to  which  they  belong;  that  he  is 
disposed  to  yield  none,  but  upon  unavoidable  necessity, 
and  to  avert  a  greater  injury,  by  foregoing  the  opportu- 
nity to  procure  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  best  and 
largest  portion  of  them.  It  is  expected,  therefore,  that 
your  strenuous  exertions  will  be  used  to  induce  the  French 
Government  to  allow  all  that  can  be  sustained  upon  fair 
and  equitable  principles.  The  President  is  well  aware, 
however,  that  there  are.considerations  appertaining  to  the 
subject,  which  may  lead  that  Government  to  insist  upon  a 
reduction  in  reference  to  particular  classes  of  the  claims, 
or,  perhaps,  the  entire  abandonment  of  such  by  this.  In 
^hat  case,  it  may  be  found  best  to  yield  something  of  what. 


under  other  circumstances,  might  be  inaisted  ufKHi,  on  our 
part,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  all  that  b  practicaible.  Should 
the  necessity  of  doing  this,  or  to  forego  the  opportMuiily 
of  effecting  an  arrangement  otherwise  de^rabk,  become 
apparent  and  imperious,  the  President,  in  that  cue,  would 
agree  to  the  adoption  of  such  a  course. 

As  your  opportunities  and  situation  will  enable  you  to 
form  a  better  judgment  in  regard  to  the  preoK  cfaaa  of 
caaes  which,  in  that  event,  it  mi^t  be  advisable  to  aban- 
don, or  the  extent  of  the  reductions  required  by  dtcom- 
stances,  the  President  necessarily  very  nmch  relies  upon 
your  discretion  in  both  these  points,  that  as  little  be  grrea 
up  as  possible*  This,  of  course,  will  be  grreatl^  regulated 
by  the  objections  urged  against  particular  claims  in  your 
discussions  with  the  French  Government;  by  the  degree 
of  estimation  in  which  the  different  classes  of  all  these 
ckims  are  held  by  that  Government;  by  existing  Grcsm- 
stances  in  reference  to  the  probability  of  that  Govctb- 
ment's  yielding  or  not,  in  essential  points,  with  respect  to 
them;  and  by  a  variety  of  other  considerations^  which  ess 
be  better,  if  not  alone,  judged  of  by  yourself. 

Under  these  circumstances,  desirous  as  the  Prcsideotis 
to  assume  all  practicable  responsibility  in  relation  to  the 
important  interests  concerned,  he  is,  nevertheless  con- 
strained to  leave  much  to  your  judgment  and  diKretion 
towards  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of  them  span  the 
best  terms  attainable;  and  whilst  be  reposes  tibentnnift 
confidence  in  the  prudence  of  the  measures  which  yoii 
shall  adopt  upon  this  occasion,  you  have  a  sure  pledge,  in 
the  confidence  inspired  by  your  talents  and  patnotsm, 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  issue,  if  it  shall  appear  that  yoo 
have  acquitted  yourself,  as  is  anticipated,  of  the  h^h  truift 
thus  committed  to  your  charge,  with  the  zeal  and  abtlhy 
which  have  heretofore  distinguished  your  career  in  the 
public  service,  your  conduct  will  be  approved  by  jour 
countr)'. 

The  Preadent,  however,  concurs  in  the  opinion  whidi 
you  have  expressed,  that,  if  reductions  are  inasted  upon, 
the  claim  for  interest,  and  those  originating  in  transactictis 
antecedent  to  the  treaties  of  1800  and  1803,  are  the  classes 
in  which  concessions  should  be  made.  You  are,  there- 
fore, hereby  invested  with  his  authority  to  abandon  these, 
or  a  portion  of  them,  under  such  renunciations  as  may  be 
required  by  the  French  Government,  if  it  should  appear 
that  this  is  made  a  eine  qua  non  to  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  residue;  but  this  is  not  to  be  proposea  except 
in  the  last  resort. 

The  mode  proposed  by  you  for  selecting  tlie  aihilraior, 
is  deemed  greatly  preferable  to  that  which  was  provided 
by  the  treaty  of  1794,  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain;  and  the  President  hopes  that  you  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  securing  its  adoption.  If  the  French  Go- 
vernment ^ould  refuse  to  enter  into  a  positive  stipulation 
to  pay  for  any  proportion  or  classes  of  the  property  con- 
demned, you  are  authorized  (the  other  claims  being  satis- 
factorily provided  for)  to  adopt  the  basis  upon  which  Mr. 
Gallatin's  propositions  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  appear  to 
have  been  founded,  by  leaving  that  question  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  joint  commission. 

You  are,  moreover,  authorized  to  submit  the  restricted 
question  upon  the  eiglith  article  of  the  Louinana  conven- 
tion to  the  mixed  commission,  if  it  should  become  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  a  successful  prosecution  of  your 
negotiation  upon  the  subject  of  claims;  but,  in  that  esse, 
you  will  take  especial  care  that  the  submission  be  made  is 
such  a  form  as  to  exclude  the  general  question  of  the  fa- 
ture  and  permanent  oonstruction  of  that  article,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  your  ffeneral  instructions  upon  this  ^cad. 


I  am,  sir. 


With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
WiiLiAX  C.  Rivzs,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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Spoliations  on  Jhneriean  Commerce. 


[22d  CoHo.  2d  Sxss. 


P.  S.  Upon  a  more  careful  examination  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1882,  it  is  found  that,  agreeably  to  the  intimation 
in  the  closing  paragraph  of  your  despatch  No.  16,  the 
abolition  of  discriminating  duties  it  provides  for,  is  con- 
fined to  the  cargoes  imported  in  vessels  of  the  respective 
parties;  and  that  the  alien  tonnage  duty  of  94  cents  per 
ton  on  French  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  five  francs  on  American  vessels  in  the  ports  of 
France,  is  expressly  retained  by  the  fifth  article  of  that 
convention.  The  erroneous  impression  in  relation  to  this 
subject,  to  which  you  refer,  was  the  result  of  a  construc- 
tion given  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Clay  to  Mr.  Brown,  of 
the  28th  May,  1827.  In  further  confirmation  of  your  and 
my  present  view  of  the  subject,  I  have  found,  upon  in- 

Suiry  at  the  Treasury  Department,  that  the  alien  tonnage 
uty  has,  down  to  the  present  time,  been  actually  levied 
upon  French  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  Louisiana  since 
the  expiration  of  the  twelve  years  during  which  they  were, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  article  of  the 
Louisiana  convention,  exempted  from  the  payment  of  such 
duty. 


Should,  therefore,  the  proposed  reference  to  the  com- 
mission, contemplated  by  your  projet,  of  the  question 
arising  under  the  eighth  article  of  that  convention,  be  de- 
cided against  the  United  States,  the  sum  to  be  refunded 
to  France  will  be  the  aggregate  of  the  alien  duty  levied 
upon  French  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana  during  a 
period  commencing  with  the  abolition  of  similar  duties 
upon  British  vessels,  under  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  3d  July,  1815, 
which  constitutes  the  first  instance  of  such  an  abolition  in 
favor  of  any  nation,  and  ending  with  the  date  of  the  con- 
vention or  agreement  which  will  terminate  the  negotiation 
in  which  you  are  now  engaged. 

A  statement  of  the  duties  thus  levied  is  now  preparing 
at  the  Treasury  Department,  and,  if  completed  in  time, 
will  accompany  this  despatch.  It  is  communicated  to  you 
for  information  only,  and  not  with  a  view  to  its  being  used 
by  the  French  Government  as  a  basis  upon  which  it  may 
estimate  the  amount  of  its  demand  in  the  event  of  an  award 
in  its  favor. 

M.  V.  B. 


[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  despatch.] 

Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  fVeneh  Umnojge  which  entered  the  ports  ofLouisicma  during  the  severed  years  ending 
31st  Deeemher^  1815,  to  1829,  inclusive;  showing,  also,  the  rates  of  duty  to  which  it  was  subject  during  those  years. 


Rates  of  duty. 

Tonnage  duties. 

Light  money, 
50  cts.  per  ton. 

Total. 

Years. 

6  cts.  per 

50  cts.  per 

$2  per 

^18  per 

Ton. 

Dollars. 

1815 

390 

^ 

511 

^ 

1,045  40 

255  50 

1,300  90 

1816 

1,110 

— 

2,587 

— 

5,240  60 

1,293  50 

6,534  10 

1817 

— 

4,586 

1,334 

~ 

4,961 

2,960 

7,921 

1818 

— 

10,002 

— 

— 

5,001 

5,001 

10,002 

1819 

— 

9,139 

— 

.- 

4,569  50 

4,569  50 

9,139 

1820 

— 

6,634 

— 

— 

3,317 

3,317 

6,634 

1821 

— 

* 

1,161 

20,898 

580  50 

21,478  50 

1822 

— 

380 

— 

582 

10,666 

481 

11,147 

1823 

— 

2,197 

~ 

- 

1,098  50 

1,098  50 

2,197 

1824 

— 

1,819 

-. 

— 

909  50 

909  50 

1,819 

1825 

— 

4,920 

m~ 

— 

2,460 

2,460 

4,920 

1826 

-~ 

4,925 

mm 

— 

2,462  50 

2,462  50 

4,925 

1827 

— 

2,006 

. 

m- 

1,003 

1,003 

2,006 

1828 

- 

4,620 

— 

— 

2,310 

2,310 

4,620 

1829 

— 

2,460 

— 

1,230 

1,230 

2,460 

Total 

1,500 

53,688 

4,432 

1,743 

67,172 

29,931  5a" 

97,103  50 

Tbxasubt  Dxpabtkxvt, 

Register's  Office,  Jlpril24,,  1830. 

MICHAEL  NOURSE,  Acting  Register. 


Extracts. — Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Rives. 

£No.  17.]  Dbpabtkxitt  of  Statk, 

Washington,  Sept.  27,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  despatches  to  No.  38,  inclusively,  have  been 
received  at  this  department. 

Conformably  with  the  existing  state  of  thing^  in  France, 
f  have  the  pleasure  to  transnut  to  you,  herewith,  the  cre- 
dential letter  of  the  President,  accrediting  you  to  the  new 
Government  of  that  country,  in  the  character  of  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  addressed  to  his  M.  C.  Majesty  Louis  Philippe, 

King  of  the  French,  &c.  &c. 

»  ♦  •  •  ♦ 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  circumstances  should 
have  prevented  you,  at  the  time,  from  taking  advantage 
of,  or  Prince  Polignac  from  giving  effect  to,  the  favorable 


dispositions  evinced  by  him  towards  the  close  of  his  career 
as  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  under 'the  late  King,  with 
regard  to  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon  the  Government 
of  France,  for  bringing  that  important  concern  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion:  but  it  is  confidently  expected  by  the 
President,  that,  under  dispositions  equally,  or  still  more 
favorable,  upon  the  pari  of  the  present  Government,  that 
important  business  will  be  speedily  and  satisfactorily 
terminated.  You  will  accordingly  press  the  subject  upon 
that  Government  by  all  the  arguments  and  suggestions 
which  you  know  so  well  how  to  employ  advantageously 
to  that  end;  and,  in  doing  this,  you  will,  if  you  should 
deem  it  prudent  to  present  the  subject  in  this  point  of 
view  to  its  consideration,  explicitly  state  that  the  known 
sympathies  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as 
they  have  been  exemplified  in  the  short  space  of  time 
that  has  elapsed  since  intelligence  was  received  ber^  of 
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the  establiatiment  of  that  GoTernment  upon  the  ruins  of 
the  late  one,  are  uniyersally  and  enthunasticall^  in  favor 
of  that  change,  and  of  the  principle  upon  which  it  was 
effected;  that  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  these  senti- 
ments, and  of  the  degree  of  their  confidence  in  the  en- 
lightened wisdom  and  equitable  councils  of  those  who 
have  been  called  to  the  administration  of  that  Govern- 
ment, their  disappointment  would  be  so  much  increased 
by  further  unnecessary  procrastination  in  the  adjustment 

of  the  claims  referred  to. 

*  «  «  «  « 

William  C  Rites,  Esq.  &c.  8cc.  &c. 


ExtracU*^^Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr,  JRivea, 

[No.  19.]  DXPABTMSITT  OF  StjLTK, 

Washinglm^  \6th  Oct,  1830. 

Sia:  Your  despatch,  No.  40,  has  been  received.  The 
assurancesof  the  King,  although  general  in  their  terms, 
when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  confidence  which  the 
President  reposes  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  reliance  he  places  upon  the  sympathies  of 
regenerated  France,  inspire  him  with  a  lively  hope  that 
the  long  standing  and  vexatious  subject  of  our  reclama- 
tions will  now  be  speedily  and  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  to  take  upon  himself  all 
the  responsibility  in  the  negotiation  which  can  be  assumed, 
without  endangering  either  its  success  abroad,  or  that  of 
his  exerUons  to  bring  it  to  a  conclusion  which  will  prove 
satisfactory  to  those  of  our  citizens  who  are  directly  and 
individually  interested  in  its  results.  It  is  in  pursuance  of 
this  disposition,  that,  in  regard  to  our  claims  upon  France, 
the  instructions  already  given  to  you  are  far  more  specific 
than  any  which  have  heretofore  proceeded  from  this  Go- 
vernment upon  the  same  subject.  The  only  restraint, 
whidi,  in  this  regard,  he  feels  it  to  be  his  duty  to  respect, 
arises  from  the  consideration,  that  if,  which  is  now  more 
probable  than  ever,  the  settlement  should  ultimately  take 
the  form  of  the  allowance  of  a  g^oss  sum  by  France,  the 
various  rights  and  claims  to  precedence  which  may  be 
urg«d  by  our  own  citizens,  will  have  to  be  settled  by 
Congress,  either  directly,  or  through  the  agency  of  a  tri- 
bunal to  be  organized  by  them  tor  that  purpose;  and 
from  the  expediency  that  that  body  should,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  be  left  at  liberty  to  exercise  a  free 
discretion,  as  far  as  practicable,  unfettered  by  any  opi- 
nions previously  and  unnecessarily  expressed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive, in  the  course  of  the  negotiations,  as  to  what  will, 
in  that  event,  become  conflicting  claims  advanced  by  our 
citizens. 

Upon  a  careful  re-examination  and  reconsideration  of 
the  instructions  which  have  been  already  g^ven  to  you,  as 
well  in  regard  to  that  portion  of  the  claims  which  is  for 
property  not  condemned,  as  those  of  all  other  descrip- 
tions, it  is  found  that  they  are  sufficiently  full  and  explicit 
to  enable  you  to  cany  into  effect  the  wishes  of  this  Go- 
vernment in  this  respect,  as  far  as  the  dispositions  of  that 
of  France  may  allow  you  to  do.  If,  however,  upon  a  re- 
view of  the  subject,  you  should  still  think  otherwise,  and 
so  inform  this  department,  such  further  directions  as  you 
may  desire  will  be  promptly  and  explicitly  given. 

It  is  not  apparent  from  ^our  last  despatch  whether  you 
expect  that  the  proposition  submitted  by  you  to  Prince 
Polignac,  in  regard  to  the  reciprocal  reduction  of  duties 
upon  the  wines  of  France  and  the  cottons  of  the  United 
States,  will  again  come  up  for  consideration.  The  Presi- 
dent has,  however,  submitted  your  views  upon  that  sub- 
ject to  an  intelligent  merchant  and  practised  statesman 
for  his  opinion,  and  when  it  is  received,  I  shall  communi- 
cate further  with  you  upon  that  point.  We  hope,  how- 
ever, without  at  all  meaning  to  intimate  an  opinion  unfa- 
vorable to  the  expediency  or  fitness  of  the  measure 
referred  to,  that  you  will  be  able  to  satisfy  the  French  Go-  J 


vemroent  of  the  injustice  of  continiung  the  use  which  bis 
heretofore  been  made  of  the  construction  giren  by  it  to 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  ai^  of  the  supe- 
rior fitness  of  an  independent  adjustment  of  the  matter  of 
reclamations.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  increased 
confidence  of  the  people  of  this  country  in  the  justice 
and  amity  of  the  present  ruCng  power  in  Frmncc,  and  to 
their  expectations,  consequent  thereon,  in  regard  to  the 
speedy  and  liberal  settlement  of  our  claims.  TUs  Go- 
vernment is  well  aware  that,  in  this  respect,  due  weight 
is  not  given  to  the  obstacles  which  you  will  yet  have  to 
contend  with,  and  does  all  in  its  power  to  nnre  you  froa 
possible  prejudice  on  that  account,  by  repreflsng^  any  ex- 
cess of  confidence  wherever  that  can  be  done  with  pro- 
priety. 

♦  #  ♦  ♦  ♦ 

WtLLiAx  C.  Rivxp,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Extracts. — Mr.  Fan  Buren  to  Mr.  Rha. 

[No.  20.]  DsrjLmTMEirr  of  Statk, 

Waahington,  8^  JVonemfar,  1830. 

Sib:  1  received,  some  time  ago,  and  laid  before  t&e 
President,  your  despatches  Nos.  28  and  30,  with  tJbeir  en* 
closures;  and,  according  to  the  intimation  in  mydespatch 
to  you  of  the  16th  of  October,  I  now  proceed  to  give  you, 
under  direction  of  the  President,  such  instractions  as  are 
called  for  by  those  despatches,  upon  the  propoaidora  tub- 
mitted  by  you  to  Prince  Polignac,  in  your  wAe  to  lum  of 
the  20th  of  May,  a  copy  of  which  note  came  subjoined  to 
the  first  mentioned  of  them.     There  woald  be  cause  of 
regret  and  disappointment  if  the  French  Govenmeat 
should  still  persist  in  connecting  with  the  negoliaSio&  fer 
a  settlement  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  upon  it,  a  ac^ 
tiation  concerning  its  pretensions  under  the  eighth  ai6ck 
of  the  Louisiana  convention;  thus  keeping  united  two 
subjects  of  totally  distinct  characters^  and  bearing  do  sort 
of  affinity  to  each  other:  one  exclusively  and  entirely  sf)- 
pertaining  to  bona  fide  private  claims  of  our  citizens  for 
the  proceeds  of  a  larg^  amount  of  property,  many  yean 
ago  wrested  from  them  in  violation  of  afl  ackncnrledged 
principles  of  public  law,  under  authority  of  the  then  ex- 
isting Government  of  France,  and  carried  into  the  trea> 
sur}',  or  applied  to  the  public  purposes  of  that  Govcia- 
ment;  and  the  other  appertaining  to  a  national  contract, 
in  the  interpretation  of  which  there  may  exist  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  piitks;  the  first  look- 
ing to  the  recovery  and  liquidation  of  uncontroverted  and 
incontrovertible  pri^'ate  claims,  the  other  to  the  ei»ah\\i»h- 
ment  of  a  doubtful  national  one,  about  which  the  parses 
entertain  an  irreconcilable  difference  of  opimoo.     If  tlua 
however,  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  President  sees 
no  objection  to  your  concluding  a  convention  with  tbe 
French  Government  upon  the  basis  of  the  proposltjon 
contained  in  your  note  to  Prince  Polignac,  above  refeired 
to,  stipulating  a  reciprocal  and  reasonable  reductiooof  tbc 
duties  upon  French  wines  on  their  importation  into  tbe 
United  States,  taking  proper  care,  however,  that  the  sti- 
pulation for  this  reduction  of  duties  does  not  conflict  v^ 
our  engagements  to  other  nations,  by  which  we  are  bciad 
to  impose  no  higher  duties  upon  articles  the  prodnoe  Jt 
the  soil  or  industry  of  those  nations,  than  upon  simila;  i?* 
tides  of  other  nations,  y^hen  imported  into  the  UEittc 
States,  and  a  correspondent  reduction  of  the  duties  c^ 
our  cottons  when  imported  into  France;  but  he  vwi 
not  be  willing  to  consent  to  a  longer  period  tias  - — - 
years  for  the  continuance  of  such  a  convention,  '^'■fS^ 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  containing  a  -ftsF'ssm 
for  the  further  continuance  of  it,  indefinitely,  loksi  «k 
or  other  of  the  parties  should  give  notice  to  the  other,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  convention  with  Prusna  of  the  K  cf 

May,  1828,  of  its  intention  to  arrest  the  operation  cf  i^ 

•  ♦  ♦  •  • 
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P.  S.  Since  the  fore^ing  was  prepared,  your  de- 
spatches to  No.  48,  inclusively,  have  been  received  at  this 
department  It  is  perceived,  with  the  deepest  concern, 
from  these  despatches,  particularly  that  numbered  43, 
that  the  new  French  Government  is  actuated  by  a  policy, 
with  regfard  to  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  at  variance  with 
all  the  anticipations  entertained  and  cherished  here  upon 
the  subject {  that  the  mere  amount  of  indemnities  de- 
niandabfe,  or  of  that  which  we  might  be  willing  to  accept 
in  satisfaction  of  them,  without  reference  to  the  justice  or 
validity  of  the  claims  themselves,  is  now  made  an  obsta- 
cle to  their  adjustment! 

You  will  take  care  to  make  that  Government  acquainted 
with  the  extent  of  the  disappointments  which  the  Presi- 
dent has  already  experienced  in  the  multiplied  postpone- 
ments of  that  adjustment  upon  professedly  other  grounds 
than  this,  and  that  the  avowal  of  such  a  one,  in  such  a 
quarter,  both  surprises  and  disappoints  him. 

WiixiAX  C.  Rrvis,  Sec.  &c.  &c. 


Extract. — 3fi-.  Van  Buren  to  Mr,  Rives. 

[So,  23.]  DxPABTKxirT  OF  Statk, 

WiuhingtoJh  224/  December,  1830. 
Sia:  I  took  occa»on,  in  my  despatch  to  you  numbered 
21,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  communi- 
cations to  No.  49,  inclusively,  and  to  state  that  no  time 
would  be  lost  in  making  you  acquainted  with  the  views  of 
the  President  respecting  the  various  points  to  which  the 
last  of  those  communications  more  particularly  refers. 
These  have  received  his  earnest  attention;  and,  although 
we  are  not  yet  in  possession  of  the  promised  answer  of 
Count  Mol^  to  your  note  to  him  of  the  25th  September 
last,  yet  the  account  given  by  you  of  your  interview  with 
that  minister,  of  the  15th  October,  is  so  hr  indicative  of 
the  sentiments  then  entertained  by  the  French  cabinet  in 
relation  to  the  pending  negotiation  respecting  our  claims 
on  France,  as  to  justify  our  anticipating  the  contents  of 
the  promised  communication,  by  apprising  you  of  the 
views  of  your  Government  upon  the  subject,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  you  promptly  to  avail  yourself  of  any 
favorable  advance  in  the  negotiation  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy 
and  satisfactory  termination. 

The  hopes  entertained  by  the  President,  that  this  de- 
sirable object  will,  without  much  longer  delay,  be  accom- 
plished, have  been  increased  by  the  indications  contained 
in  your  last  despatches,  of  a  dispontion,  on  the  part  of 
the  French  Government,  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  such 
a  turn  as  will  enable  the  parties  to  come  to  a  final  under- 
atanding  upon  all  the  points  of  controversy  which  have 
arisen  in  the  course  of  their  discussions  upon  the  subject 
of  claims.  Although  he  does  not  flatter  himself  that  the 
Government  of  France  is  yet  fblly  impressed  with  the  jus- 
tice of  our  demands  in  their  whole  extent,  yet  he  cannot 
deny  himself  the  satisfaction  of  believiiu^  Uiat  its  profess- 
ed desire  of  effecting  an  adjustment  oi  this  subject  will 
lead  to  some  decisive  step  on  its  side  in  relation  to  it;  and 
that  the  liberal  principles  which  now  animate  the  French 
nation  and  her  councils,  will  secure  to  the  United  SUtes 
a  fair  hearing,  and  a  just  settlement  of  their  demands. 

The  first  subject  which  recommends  itself  to  our  con- 
sideration, b  the  report  presented  by  Count  Mol^  to  the 
King*,  and  approved  and  signed  by  his  Majesty,  the  con- 
clusions of  which  were  submitted  for  your  perusal.  Of 
the  character  of  that  report,  nothing  can  now  be  said,  as 
its  premises  are  yet  unknown  here:  but  the  President 
considers,  as  an  advance  in  the  ne^tiation,  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  the  conclusions  of  that  report, 
that  the  negotiation  be  resumed  with  jou. 

With  respect  to  the  commission  of  mvestigation,  to  con- 
sist of  members  of  the  two  Chambers,  the  formation  of 
which  is  likewise  recommended  by  the  conclusions  of  the 


report  referred  to,  the  President  cannot  regard  it  in  any 
other  light  than  as  a  preliminary  step  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Government  to  arrive  at  a  more  correct  under- 
standing of  the  whole  subject,  nor  consider  its  decisioni 
as  precluding  arnr  portion  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  to 
indemnity,  or  affecting  the  obligations  of  France  to  do  jus- 
tice to  their  demands. 

The  President,  ever  disposed  to  listen,  and,  as  far  as  it 
is  competent  for  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern^ 
ment,  to  do  full  justice  to  an^  fair  demands  which  may  be 
preferred  against  it,  sees  with  satisfaction  the  proposed 
reference  to  the  same  commission  of  the  alleged  claims 
which  the  French  Government  has,  at  various  times,  in 
the  course  of  the  negotiations,  brought  forward  against 
the  United  8tate%  as  an  offset  to  those  of  our  citizens. 
It  is  hoped  that,  tSier  such  an  investigation,  that  Go- 
vernment will,  in  a  spirit  of  justice,  discriminate  be- 
tween those  which  can,  in  its  opinion,  be  sustained  upon 
principle,  and  those  resting  upon  grounds  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  cannot  admit;  and  that  the  pretensions  of 
France,  when  thus  separated  from  all  matters  foreign  to 
the  subject,  will,  like  those  of  the  United  States,  pre- 
sent simple  questions,  on  which  it  will  be  more  easy  for 
the  two  Governments  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  under- 
standing. 

Owing  to  the  uncertain  character  and  inadequacy  of 
the  information  possessed  by  this  Government  respecting 
the  claims  which  it  may  be  the  intention  of  that  of  France 
to  submit  to  the  investigation  of  the  proposed  commis- 
sion, and  to  bring  forward  on  the  renewal  of  the  neg^ia- 
lion,  it  is  found  impracticable  to  state  precisely  what 
views  it  will  ultimately  take  of  them;  some  of  these  claims 
being  now  mentioned  for  the  first  time,  and  finding  us 
entirely  unprovided  with  the  means  of  ascertainii^  even 
their  general  character.  If  by  "  claims  for  supplies,"  be 
meant  that  which  has  several  times  Itten  presented  to 
Congress  in  the  name  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  its  official  presentation  by  the  French  Government 
to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  before  whom  it  ne» 
ver  has  been  presented  in  that  form,  would  undoubtedly 
claim  in  its  behalf  that  degree  of  attention,  on  the  part  of 
this  Government,  to  which  all  demands  emanating  from 
a  similar  source  must  ever  be  entitled;  and  if,  upon  ex- 
amination by  a  competent  authority,  it  should  be  found  to 
constitute  a  fair  claim  upon  the  United  States,  the  Presi- 
dent would  feel  it  his  duty  to  consent  to  its  being  embraced 
in  any  arrangement  to  which  you  may  agree,  having  for 
its  object  a  reciprocal  and  final  adjustment  of  all  de- 
mands of  indemnity  on  both  sides.  This  subject  was  ad- 
verted to  in  your  original  instructions,  and  what  is  there 
said  respecting  it  is  ag^ain  recommended  to  your  notice. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  growing  out  of  the  destruc- 
tion, by  fire,  at  Savannah,  in  1811,  of  the  French  priva- 
teer "Vengeance,"  likewise  referred  to  in  Count  Mold's 
report  as  intended  to  be  called  up  at  the  renewal  of  the 
negotiations,  the  accidental  loss  of  the  records  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  this  department  during  the  period  of  that 
occurrence,  and  the  absence  of  documentary  information 
respecting  the  circumstances  attending  it,  render  it  diffi- 
cult to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  merits  of  that  claim. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  burning  of  the  Vengeance 
was  an  act  of  violence  committed  by  an  exasperated  mob 
during  a  very  severe  contest  between  Frenoh  sailors  and 
a  party  of  rioters,  in  consequence  of  an  affray  which  had 
taken  place  before,  and  in  which  an  American  had  been 
killed,  and  a  French  sailor  mortally  wounded.  It  appears^ 
also,  from  the  communications  of  Mr.  Senirier,  then  min- 
ister of  France  in  the  United  States,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that,  notwithstanding  tlie  interference  of  the  poHce 
and  military  of  Savannah,  the  circumstances  of  the  riot 
were  such  as  to  induce  him  to  make  a  formal  demand  upon 
this  Government  for  the  immediate  commencement  of  a 
legal  prosecution^  and  for  the  exemplary  punishment  of 
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the  gn^ilty;  of  satisfkction  to  his  fOTereign  for  the  insult 
alleged  to  have  been  offered  to  the  French  fla|f,  and  of 
indemnity  to  the  owners  of  the  Teasel  destroyed  on  that 
occasion. 

The  loss  of  the  record  referred  to  abore,  and  of  the  re- 
port which  was  made  at  the  time  by  the  district  attorney 
for  Georgia,  deprives  us  of  the  means  of  ascertuning  the 
Yiew  which  was  then  taken  of  the  matter  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  what  answer  was  returned 
to  Mr.  Serurier's  communications.  Measures  have  been 
adopted  to  supply  that  loss,  which,  if  successful,  will 
doubtless  enable  Uie  Preadent  to  cause  more  precise  in- 
formation as  to  the  validity  of  the  claim  to  be  communi- 
cated to  you. 

This  department  is  more  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  is 
meant  by  the  French  Government  in  its  mention  of 
**  claims  of  French  subjects  to  lands  in  Louisiana."  So 
&r,  its  inquiries  have  led  to  no  result  calculated  to  aid  its 
judgment  in  relation  to  those  pretended  claims.  The 
•ub^'oined  memorandum  from  a  Senator  iamiliar  with  the 
entire  subject  of  Und  chums  in  that  country,  constitutes 
all  the  daU  I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  collect  upon  the 
subject,  confirms  the  President  in  his  opinion  that  the 
claim  is  entirely  groundless,  and  strengthens  mv  own  con- 
viction that  an  investigation  of  its  merits  will  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  the  correctness  of  these  opinions. 

The  President,  however,  is  unwilling  that  any  obstacles 
of  this  nature  should  interpose  themselves  to  a  satisfacto- 
ry adjustment  of  all  the  claims  which  either  of  the  two 
nations  may  have  upon  the  other,  and  will  not  refuse  his 
assent  to  any  proposition  which  may  lead  to  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  real  merito  of  this  chum,  and  of  that  arising 
from  the  destruction  of  the  "  Vengeance. "  He  is,  more- 
over, ready  to  consent  that  satisfaction  be  made  for  them 
by  this  Government,  if,  after  a  proper  mvestigation  of  all 
the  circumstances,  they  should  appear  to  constitute  a  fair 
demand  upon  the  justice  of  the  United  SUtes. 

As  the  claimants  under  the  grants  to  the  Baron  Bastrop 
and  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge  are  understood  to  reside 
in  this  country,  it  is  believed  that  your  supposition  that 
they  are  amongst  those  referred  to  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment is  erroneous. 

As  regards  the  subject  of  the  French  pretensions  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  which  have 
been  the  cause  of  so  much  discussion,  and  so  long  served 
as  a  pretext  for  a  denial,  on  the  part  of  France,  of  the 
justice  due  to  our  citizens,  the  opinion  of  the  President 
as  to  the  principle  involved  in  that  question  is  now,  as  it 
must  ever  remain,  unchanged.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
as  unprofiuble  as  useless,  at  this  time,  to  renew  the  dis- 
cussions touching  those  principles.  The  former  instruc- 
tions of  this  department,  as  contained  in  my  despatch 
numbered  20,  have  so  fully  explained  to  you  the  manner 
in  which  the  President  is  willing  to  compromise  this  un- 
happy subject  of  difference,  as  to  render  any  further  men- 
tion of  It  unnecessary.  The  arrangement  proposed  in 
this  respect  has  the  twofold  object  to  dispose  forever  of 
this  vexatious  subject  of  dispute,  and  to  facilitate,  at  the 
same  time,  the  further  development  of  the  commercial 
resources  of  the  two  countries,  and  bind  them  still  more 
strongly  together  by  tlie  ties  of  mutual  interests.  The 
President  indulges  the  confident  expecUtjon  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  to  whom,  doubtless,  you  will,  ere 
this,  have  communicated  his  liberal  proposition,  will  dis- 
cover  in  the  measures  it  contemplates  an  earnest  of  his 
friendly  sentiments  towards  the  French  nation,  and  of  his 
desire  to  do  his  utmost  to  remove  all  difficulties  which 
may  sUnd  in  the  way  of  a  final  settlement  of  all  differ- 
ences between  the  two  countries. 

The  instructions  heretofore  transmitted  to  you  have  put 
you  fully  in  possession  of  the  views  of  the  President  in  re- 
ference to  the  last  point  mentioned  by  you,  as  intended 
to  be  referred  to  the  proposed  commission,  that  is  to  say, 


the  method  to  be  adopted  for  the  liquidation  of  the  claims 
admitted.    If  a  preference  has  hiUierto  been  giyen  by 
him  to  one  mode  over  another,  it  was  done  upon  views  oif 
convenience  alone,  of  which  no  circumstances  hare  yet 
occurred  to  produce  a  change.     The  President  is  onwil- 
ling  to  insist  upon  the  adoption  of  any  partkalar  mode, 
and  will  readilv  assent  to  one  which,  without  noificin^ 
or  abridging^  the  rights  of  the  claimants,  will  meet  the 
views  of  the  French  Government,  and  lead  to  a  prompt 
and  satisfactorv  settlement. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  to  you,  that,  notwithrtangipg 
the  earnest  deare  of  the  department  to  ascertain  the  vievs 
of  the  cfaumants  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  tbey  would 
agree  to  a  final  arrangement,  and  to  produce  a  concert  of 
action  among  them,  that  desirable  object  has  not  yet  been 
accomplished,  and  that  the  probabili^  that  it  ever  will  be 
attained  is  remote.    It  is,  therefore,  extremely  difficah, 
if  not  impracticable,  at  this  time,  to  furnish  yoa  with  po> 
sitive  information  as  to  the  reduction  in  the  total  amoost 
of  the  claims  to  which  it  would  be  just  or  prudent  to 
agree.    Nothing  can,  consequently,  now  be  added  to  tlie 
views  which  have  already  been  made  known  to  you  opoo 
this  branch  of  the  subject.     The  Preadent  is  not  xoseo- 
sible  to  the  force  of  the  conaderations  alluded  to  in  jour 
last  despatch,  as  drawn  from  the  staleness  of  the  cbiuns^ 
the  difficulties  unavmdablv  attending  their  adlfostaien^ 
the  unsettled  state  of  political  affairs  in  Europe^  and  par- 
ticukrly  in  France,  and  the  financial  enbanassmenU  of 
thatcountnr,  arising  from  the  present  redaction  tu)icr  re- 
venue.    These  considerations,  although  in  no  way  affect- 
ing the  rights  of  the  claimant^  or  the  obligation  of  France 
to  indemnify  them,  cannot  be  totalljr  divested  of  thst  de- 
gree of  influence  which  similar  conaderationa  most  necdi 
exercise  over  all  relations  between  debtor  and  creditor. 
The  President  is  not  now  more  di^>osed  than  he  ever  v» 
to  yield  any  thing  of  the  just  rights  of  his  fellow-cittzeas; 
but  he  cannot  so  fitr  disregard  tae  force  of  the  conadov 
tions  to  wliich  reference  has  just  been  made,  as  to  decline 
receiving,  in  the  most  indulgent  and  conciliatory  spirit, 
any  reasonable  offer  which  may  be  made  by  the  French 
Government  in  full  satisfaction  of  our  claims^  provided  it 
shall  bear  a  fair  proportion  to  the  amount  which,  upoo  i 
view  of  the  whole  subject,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  to 
cover  the  claims  which  this  Government  ouf^t,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  insist  upon.     Your  own  acquaintance 
with  tlie  subject,  as  derived  from  the  iostruetibns  and  do- 
cuments furnished  you  by  this  department,  and  froiB  either 
sources  of  local  information,  must  be  your  ^uide  in  con- 
sidering the  amount  which  would  be  deemed  accepitable 
by  your  Government,  whom  you  will  ever  find  disposed 
to  g^ve  a  liberal  support  to  any  act  of  yours  founded  in 
the  spirit  of  your  instructions,  and  dictated  by  existii^ 
circumstances,  which  shall  have  for  its  object  the  real  'bi< 
terests  of  the  claimants,  and  the  final  adjustment  of  differ- 
ences, in  the  settlement  of  which  each  day's  delay  adJs 

fresh  injury  to  the  interests  involved  in  them. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

WiLLiAx  C.  Rivxs,  Esq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Paper  referred  tain  the  preceding  deapateh  fife.  23^'  » 

Skhatk  Chaxbxx,  December  14^  1830. 

*'  Mr.  Benton  complies  with  the  request  of  Mr.  Vaa 
Buren,  in  stating  what  he  knows  of  the  two  aaooit 
French  grants  referred  to. 

« 1.  The  grant  on  the  Arkansas  to  Mr.  Law. 

**  Mr.  B.  presumes  this  to  be  tlie  grant  on  wtitk  the 
German  emigrants  were  settled  under  the  patrosa^  ^ 
Mr.  Law{  and  who,  upon  the  failure  of  that  geotteoan* 
abandoned  the  possesaon,  with  the  view  of  returning  to 
Europe,  bat  stopped  at  New  Orleans,  accepted  other 
grants  from  the  Governor  of  Louisiana  on  the  coast  of  the 
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[22d  Cone.  3d  Sxss. 


Mississippi,  aboye  the  city,  and  formed  what  has  been 
called  ever  since  <  The  German  Coast.'  The  mnt  on  the 
Arkansas  to  Mr.  L/I  now  consider  as  a  nuUity.  It  has 
probably  been  regranted,  perhaps  to  Winter. 

"  2.  The  grant  near  the  old  Fort  Toulouse,  on  the  Ala- 
bama. 

"This  was  in  the  heart  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians. 
They  continued  to  occupy  the  country  supposed  to  be 
covered  by  the  grant  until  the  nation  was  conquered  by 
GeneralJackson,  in  1814.  It  was  then  ceded  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  by  treaty,  and  has  since  been  sold  under  our 
land  laws,  and  is  now  occupied  and  cultivated  by  Ameri- 
can citizens.     I  consider  this  grant  also  a  nullity. '^ 


Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr,  Bioea, 


[No.  32.] 


Departksht  of  Statk, 

WaM/igtm,  7  th  April,  1831. 

Sib:  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  copy  of  a  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  during  the 
late  session  of  Congress,  referring  the  claim  of  the  heirs 
of  Caron  de  Beaumarchais  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  a  matter  of  negotiation,  together  with  an  ex- 
tract of  a  private  letter  in  relation  to  that  claim,  which  I 
have  just  received  from  Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson. 

According  to  your  general  instructions  of  20th  July, 
1829,  you  are  given  to  understand  that  the  President 
would  not  object  to  the  deduction  of  the  one  million  of 
Uvres,  claimed  by  those  heirs,  from  the  amount  that  might 
be  allowed  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  American 
citizens  upon  the  French  Government,  provided  the  sum 
so  allowed  by  that  Government  should,  in  your  opinion, 
be  commensurate  with  the  object;  but  the  mode  of  mak- 
ing or  effecting  this  deduction  is  not  particularly  describ- 
ed, and  was,  therefore,  intended  to  be  left  very  much  to 
your  discretion.  If  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  on 
this  point,  could  be  turned  to  advantage,  consistently  with 
the  spirit  of  those  instructions,  it  would  be  very  agreeable 
to  the  President  that  the  proposed  arrangement  should, 
in  that  case,  be  made  to  correspond  with  uiem. 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

"William  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


M.  Livingston  to  Mr,  Rives, 


[No.  36.] 


DxrAanfENT  ov  Stats, 

Washingtony  June  25,  1831. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  begin  our  official 
correspondence  by  a  repetition,  which  I  am  directed  to 
make,  of  the  President's  hi^h  sense  of  the  talent,  firm- 
ness, and  propriety,  with  which  you  have  conducted  the 
difficult  negotiation  entrusted  to  you  up  to  the  date  of 
your  last  despatch.  A  perfect  concurrence  in  this  opi- 
nion, resulting  from  a  careful  perusal  of  your  correspond- 
ence, enables  me  to  perform  this  duty  with  the  greater 
pleasure. 

Your  last  letter,  No.  70,  by  General  Bernard,  gave  a 
reasonable  expectation  that,  by  the  packet  of  the  16th 
IkCay,  we  should  hear  that  some  offer  worthy  of  conside- 
ration had  been  made  by  the  French  Government.  This 
belief  was  increased  by  the  verbal  communioations  of  the 
General,  and  the  arrival  of  the  packet  was  expected  with 
some  impatience.  It  came  on  the  22d;  but,  much  to  our 
disappointment,  brought  nothing  from  you  but  newspa- 
pers, and  a  duplicate  of  your  despatch  No.  70. 

Xbe  gpreat  diligence  you  have  aiways  sfiown  in  keeping 
the  department  informed  of  every  thing  necessary  to  be 
known,  convinces  me  that  some  accident  has  prevented 
our  receiving  the  information  which,  I  am  veiy  certain, 
you  would  not  fail  to  give  of  what  passed  between  the 


1st  of  Ma^  and  the  sailing  of  the  last  packet.  A  slight 
hope  is  also  entertained  that  some  result,  in  the  course  of 
the  negotiation,  has  been  produced  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  be  forwarded  by  a  special  messenger,  who  may 
have  been  sent  by  some  other  route.  Whatever  the 
cause  of  our  disappointment  may  be,  no  part  of  it  is  as- 
cribed to  a  want  of  attention  on  your  part. 

Your  despatches  Nos.  68,  69,  and  70,  have  been  re- 
ceived since  the  last  commumcatioo  from  this  department, 
and  would  have  been  sooner  acknowledged,  but  for  the 
daily  hope  of  receiving  the  account  of  some  definitive 
proposition  to  which  we  might,  at  the  same  time,  reply. 

From  the  tenor  of  your  last  communication  to  the 
French  ministiw,  it  seems  quite  unnecessary  to  repeat  to 
you  the  Premdent's  wish  that  the  negotiation  should  be 
brought  to  a  definitive  conclusion,  i^  unfortunately,  a 
successful  result  should  not  have  been  obtained  when  you 
receive  this  letter. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 

William  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

M",  Livingston  to  Mr.  Bives, 

[No.  38.]  Depabtxeitt  of  Stats, 

Washington,  jiugust  4,  1831. 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  your  last  despatch.  No.  72,  the 
position  of  our  aifairs  was  such  as  to  excite  hopes  of  a 
favorable  termination  to  our  just  and  long  protracted  de- 
mand for  compensation  to  our  citizens.  We,  therefore, 
looked  with  some  impatience  for  the  arrival  of  the  suc- 
ceeding packet.  Two  have,  within  a  few  days,  arrived  i 
one  of  the  10th  June,  bringing  only  duplicates  of  your 
despatches  Nos.  71  and  72,  and  the  other  of  the  22d, 
bringing  only  newspapers.  In  whatever  state  the  nego- 
tiation may  be,  it  is  very  important  that  we  should,  by 
every  packet,  be  advised  of  its  progress  or  interruption. 
The  President  is  perfectly  convinced,  from  your  dili- 
gence and  energy  in  urging  the  settlement  of  these  claims, 
that  no  new  instructions  are  necessary  to  give  activity  to 
your  exertions.  But  he  requests  me  to  direct,  if,  on  the 
arrival  of  this  letter,  some  specific  offer  that  you  may 
deem  worthy  of  being  referred  to  your  Government  be 
not  made,  that  you  will  signify  to  the  French  ministry  the 
extreme  disappointment  felt  by  the  President  at  the  de- 
lays which  have  intervened  under  the  present  Govern- 
ment, more  especially  since  the  justice  of  our  claim  was 
conceded  by  the  last.  You  will  add,  that  pains  have  been 
taken  by  our  Government  to  repress  the  expression  of  the 
feelings  of  impatience  which  pervade  not  only  the  par- 
ties interested,  but  the  whole  community  on  this  subject, 
which,  if  not  allayed,  must  naturally  create  an  unfriendly 
national  feeling;  and,  unless  prompt  measures  are  taken  to 
render  justice,  will  be  communicated  from  the  people  to 
their  representatives,  who  are  soon  to  assemble;  that  the 
President,  in  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  duty,  must 
lay  before  Congress  a  true  statement  of  this  important 
feature  in  our  foreign  relations;  that  its  effects  cannot 
but  tend  to  iniure  that  liarmony  and  kind  feeling^  which, 
as  yet,  subsist  between  the  two  nations,  and  which,  but 
for  this  denial  of  justice,  would  become  stronger  and 
more  intimate;  that  it  will  be  your  duty  to  report  any 
longer  delay,  as  a  proof  that  nothing  more  can  be  expect- 
ed; and  that,  for  that  purpose,  you  request  such  an  an- 
swer as  will  enable  us  to  judge  what  we  are  to  expect. 

I  repeat,  by  the  President's  desire,  a  former  request, 
that  we  may  hear  from  you  by  every  packet,  whether  you 
have  any  thing  important  to  communicate  or  not. 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 

lyiLLiAM  C.  Rives,  Esq.,  &c.  Sic  &c. 
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Extract, — Mr,  Brent,  acting  Sei^y  of  State,  to  Mr.  Rives, 

[No.  40.]  DipjLKTXisT  OF  Statx, 

Wathtngtm,  September  9,  1831. 

Sim:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  infonn  you  that,  on  the  3d 
of  thifl  month,  Mr.  Draper  reached  this  city,  and  safely 
delivered  your  despatches  Nos.  73,  74,  and  75,  with  tiie 
treaty  which  you  had  concluded  and  sifpied  on  the  4th  of 
July  with  the  French  Government;  and  that,  on  the  4th 
instant.  Captain  Stevens,  of  the  navy,  arrived  with  dupli- 
cates of  the  despatches  referred  to,  and  a  copy  of  the 
treaty,  together  with  your  original  despatches  Nos.  76 
and  77,  which  he  has  also  safefy  delivered. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Secretary,  to  acquaint  you  with  his  perfect  satisfaction  of 
the  leal  and  ability  with  which  you  conducted  the  nego- 
tiation on  the  part  of  this  Government,  which  led  to  ue 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  in  question,  and  to  felicitate  you, 
in  his  behalf,  on  the  relief  which  you  will  have  derived 
from  the  successful  accomplishment  of  that  ^important  ob- 
ject, in  reference  to  the  truly  arduous,  difficult,  and  labo- 
rious character  of  the  service  which  it  involved. 

•  .•••♦ 

WiLLiAxC.  BiYXs,  Esq.,  &c.,  Sic,  &c. 

Extract, — Mr*  Livingston  to  Mr,  Rives. 

[No;  41.]  DsPABTXKiTT  OF  Statx, 

Washingion,  26th  September,  1831. 

IF  Sia:  Having,  afler  an  absence  of  some  weeks,  just  re* 
turned  to  the  seat  of  Government,  I  have  only  time,  by 
this  packet,  hastily  to  acquit  myself  of  the  very  pleasing 
duty  of  conveying  to  you  a  repeated  assurance  of  the 
ereat  satisfaction  with  which  the  President  has  received 
ue  important  treaty  you  have  concluded.  He  instructs 
me  to  say  that  the  manner  in  which  you  have  carried  on 
the  negotiation  meets  his  entire  approbation,  and  that  he 
is  convinced  the  result  has  been  quite  as  favorable  as  we 
could  have  expected;  and,  my  own  opinion  coinciding 
perfectly  with  his,  I  cong^tulate  you  on  the  success  of 
your  persevering  and  talented  exertions,  and  on  the  great 
advantages  they  have  procured  to  your  country. 
WixuAM  C.  Rivxs,  Esq. 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and 

Minister  Pknipotentiary  to  France, 

Mr,  Brown  to  Mr.  Cttty, 

[No.  72.]  Pabis,  8/A  September,  1827. 

Sim:  I  addressed  a  note  to  his  excellency  Baron  de 
Daroas,  requesting  an  interview.  He  returned  me  an  an- 
swer, appomting  the  7th  instant,  at  half  past  one  o'clock, 
to  receive  me.  I  waited  on  liim  at  that  hour,  and,  in  order 
to  comply  with  your  instructions  of  the  28th  of  May,  1 
briefly,  but  distinctly,  brought  to  his  recollection  the  vari- 
ous measures  to  which  the  United  States  had  resorted  in 
order  to  obtain  from  France  a  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
our  citizens  for  spoliations  on  their  commerce.  Arriving, 
in  the  course  ot  my  narrative,  at  that  period  when  the 
negotiations  were  arrested  by  the  unexpected  interposi- 
tion of  the  claim  of  France,  under  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  I  stated,  fully,  the  reasons  assigned 
by  my  Government  for  refusing  to  unite  that  claim  in  the 
same  negotiation  with  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  in- 
demnity. It  can  hardly  be  necessary  that  I  should,  in 
this  place,  state  all  that  passed  on  this  subject,  as  it  could 
amount  to  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  substance  of 
your  last  instructions,  and  of  the  notes  which  had,  at  differ- 
ent times,  been  addressed  to  the  French  Government, 
either  by  my  immediate  predecessor  or  bv  myself.  I  shall, 
therefore,  merely  observe,  that  the  review  of  what  had 
passed  was  full  and  comprehensive,  embracing  a  statement 
of  the  principal  facts  and  arguments  which  appeared  in 


the  correspondence  commencing  with  Mr.  Gallatin's  letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Richelieu,  of  the  16th  of  November,  lilS, 
and  ending  with  that  of  lus  excellency  Baron  de  Bsmts  to 
me,  dated  the  11th  of  November,  1835. 

I  told  him  that  my  Government  could  not  adnit  the  pro- 
priety of  associating,  in  the  same  negotiation,  the  disputed 
demand  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  L.oaiaaaa  treaty, 
and  incontestable  clanns  of  American  citizens^  a  krge  por- 
tion of  which,  as  I  had  already  stated,  so  fir  frmboi^ 
questioned,  had  been  admitted  by  France  to  be  jut;  und 
uiat  it  was  with  sui^rise  and  regret  that  the  United  Stttcs 
perceived  the  persevering  adherence  of  France  to  ^ 
principle  of  thie  unnatonu  connexion.  But^  whilst  tbe 
American  Government  must  constantly  protest  agaiost  h, 
and  repeat  its  strong  conviction  that  the  preteosioD  of 
France,  under  the  Louisiana  treaty,  has  no  just  Ibunditioa, 
I  had  been  instructed  to  afford  a  new  and  signal  proof  of 
the  equitid>le  dispoution  of  my  Government^  by  propoaiif 
to  him,  as  a  Mbis  of  the  settlement  of  the  quesboa  under 
that  treaty,  that  it  be  referred  to  arbitration;  that  this  t^ 
peared  to  present  the  only  amicable  mode  of  obtsisiiigi 
decision  on  that  point;  and  that,  if  the  proposed  bai 
should  be  accepted  bf  him,  I  was  then  authorixed  and 
prepared  to  proceed  with  him  to  state  the  precise  ques- 
tion to  be  submitted,  to  provide  for  the  appoiDtBKiit  of 
arbitrators,  and  to  enter  into  all  such  other  sbpdktioDS  as 
would  n)ake  the  decision  obfigatory  on  both  oatioDS. 

The  Baron  de  Damas  answered  that  he  (&d  moA.  beVveve 
that  the  proposition  made  bv  me  would  \)e  accepted  by 
France.     I  requested  him  to  be  so  kind  aa  to  stale  his  ob- 
jection to  it.     He  answered,  that  he  did  not  beheve  it 
would  produce  any  beneficial  result.     I  replied,  that  the 
decinon  would  settle  a  question  upon  which,  af^cr  aa  eW 
borate  discussion  between  the  ministers  of  the  respective 
nations,  and  a  candid  conaderation  of  all  the  arguinecss 
offered  on  both  sides,  the  two  Governments  had  foand  it 
impossible  to  agree;  that  this  question  had,  for  serenl 
^ears,  arrested  the  progress  of  a  negotiation,  bavtag  ftr 
Its  object  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  individuals  to  a 
larg^  amount;  and  that,  by  removing  this  obstacle  out  oC 
the  wav,  that  negotiation  would  probably  result  in  the 
amicable  settlement  of  all  the  differences  between  the 
two  nations.     He  asked  me  whether  we  proposed  to  sub- 
mit our  claims  also  to  arbitration.     WillMMit  ^ving  am 
direct  answer,  either  affirmatively  or  negatively,  to  tha 
question,  and  without  stating  what  my  iitsfructvons  were 
on  that  point,  1  repeated  that  the  United  States  h»d,  at 
various  times,  assigned  their  reasons  for  thinking  that  the 
two  subjects  ought  not  to  be  connected  in  the  asone  t\c^o- 
tiation;  and  I  asked  him  if  he  meant  to  expreaa  bVa  wVsfe 
that  the  submission  to  arbitration  should  embrace  aa  vdl 
the  question  under  the  treaty,  as  that  of  the  claims  of 
individuals.     He  replied,  that,  although  lie  was  not  thcs 
prepared  to  give  a  definitive  answer  to  my  question,  yc: 
he  aid  not  believe  he  could  consent  to  an  arbitratiofi  eio 
on  that  broad  submission;  that  the  Government  of  tb; 
United  States  seemed  to  believe  that  France  baid  no  well- 
founded  claim  under  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  thai  he  vat 
strongly  inclined  to  think  that  we  had  no  just  chum  fcr  > 
demnity  on  the  present  Government  of  France,  on  ^' 
count  of  injuries  done  to  our  commerce  under  the  sxX:^ 
rity  of  Napoleon;  that  he  did  not  mean  to  aay  that  we  ^ 
not  reason  to  complain  of  the  treatment  we  hskd  reccHr^: 
from  the  Imperial  Government,  but  that  the  injuries  »  hci 
we  had  sustained  took  place  in  a  time  of  usurpatke^  an- 
archy, and  war,  and  that  France  neither  was  abJ^^  ^^ 
bound  to  pay  for  all  the  injuries  done  under  the  t6^  cf 
the  usurper. 

He  observed  that  we  must  recollect,  also,  thai,  w^ii^ 
all  Europe  was  suffering  from  the  ravages  of  war,  we  ^^ 
enjoyed  a  commerce  which,  after  all  the  spoIratiiKi^  c< 
which  we  complained,  had  been  profitable^  that  ve  t^ 
also  acquired  the  fine  and  flouridiiiig  colony  <^  Ijoussiari 
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for  a  sum  small  in  comparison  with  its  intrinsic  value,  and 
that,  since  the  restoration,  he  believed  that  France  had 
given  to  the  United  States  no  just  cause  of  complaint. 

I  remarked,  that  the  irreconcilable  difference  of  opinion 
between  France  and  the  United  States  respectingthe  mean- 
ing of  the  eighth  article,  which  be  had  stated  as  constituting 
an  objection  to  a  reference  to  arbitration,  appeared  to  me 
to  present  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  it,  and  that 
an  expedient  of  that  kind  could  never  be  necessary,  ex- 
cept in  those  instances  where  the  two  nations  found  it  im- 
possible to  decide  the  question  in  the  ordinary  mode  of 
negotiation.  I  next  adverted  to  his  remarks  respecting 
our  claims,  and  expressed  my  surprise  at  the  ground  he 
had  taken.  I  told  him  that  the  justice  of  a  larg^  portion 
of  them  bad  been  explicitly  admitted  by  more  than  one  of 
his  predecessors  in  office;  that  an  offer  had  been  made, 
more  than  ten  years  ago,  by  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  then 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  indemnity  for  vessels  burnt 
at  sea,  and  for  those,  the  proceeds  of  which  had  only  been 
sequestered  and  deposited  in  the  Caisse  d'Amortissement, 
which  offer  he  had  proposed  to  reduce  to  writing;  that 
he  had  afterwards  declined  to  do  so,  alleging,  as  his  ex- 
cuse, the  unexpected  amount  of  claims  which  had  been 
demanded  by  the  European  Powers,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  stating  that,  as  the  claims  of  American  citizens  had 
been  presented  in  an  official  manner,  the  question  would 
be  left  open  for  their  discussion  at  some  more  favorable 
time,  after  France  had,  in  some  degree,  disentangled  her- 


self from  her  then  existing  difficulties^  that,  several  years 
ago,  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency  stated  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin that  he  had  examined  the  papers  in  relation  to  the 
Antwerp  sequestrations,  and  was  struck  with  the  justice 
of  those  claims.  I  observed  that  I  could  not  but  consider 
it  as  a  very  remarkable  circumstance  that,  through  the 
course  of  eight  or  ten  years,  it  had  not  been  made  an  ob- 
jection to  our  claims  that  they  arose  out  of  the  acts  of  the 
former  Government,  and  that,  therefore,  the  present  Go- 
vernment was  not  under  any  obligation  to  satisfy  them; 
that  I  submitted  it  to  him  to  decide  whether,  after  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  justice  of  a  considerable  portion 
of  our  claims,  afler  postponing  them  for  years  under  va- 
rious pretexts,  and  after  interposing  the  question  under 
the  eighth  article  as  the  only  reason  assigned  for  declining 
to  proceed  with  the  discussion  of  them,  the  doubt  he  now 
expressed  as  to  their  validity  did  not  appear  extraordi- 
nary. I  observed  that  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  ex- 
amine the  question  of  the  usurpation.  It  was  sufficient 
for  the  United  States  that  the  wrongs  of  which  we  com- 
plained proceeded  from  the  actual  Government  of  France; 
that  the  nation  was  always  liable  for  the  acts  of  its  rulers; 
and  that,  to  the  nation,  under  whatever  form  of  Govern- 
ment it  might  assume,  we  looked,  and  had  a  right  to  look, 
for  reparation;  that  the  existing  Government  had,  to  some 
nations,  fulfilled  engagements  contracted  during  the  Im- 
perial Government,  and  was  equally  bound  to  do  so  to  the 
United  States;  and  that  this  obligation  was  rather  increas- 
ed than  impaired  by  their  neutral  position  in  the  wars  in 
which  France  was  involved  anterior  to  the  restoration. 

I  then  proceeded  to  notice  his  observations  on  the  be- 
neficial trade  which  we  had  carried  on  with  the  bellige- 
rents, and  remarked  that,  admitting  the  fact  to  be  as  he 
had  stated,  I  could  not  perceive  that  the  right  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  ask,  and  the  duty  of  France  to  g^nt,  indem- 
nity for  spoliations  on  our  commerce  could  be  affected  by 
it;  that  the  trade  with  the  belligerents  was  permitted  and 
protected  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  we  had  a  perfect 
ri^ht  to  enjoy  all  its  advances,  and  to  claim  reparation  for 
injuries  done  to  our  citizens  whilst  engaged  in  carrying  it 
on.  I  added,  that  I  was  not  exactly  able  to  perceive  wnat 
connexion  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  could  have  with  the 
subjects  in  discussion  between  France  and  the  United 
States.  It  had,  I  thought,  been  admitted  on  all  aides  that 
the  acquisition  of  that  prorincc  had  beoi  made  iu  perfect 
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good  faith,  and  that  we  had  paid  the  stipulated  sum  for  it. 
Whether  the  purchase  had  been  profitable  or  unprofita- 
ble, was  foreign,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  to  the  subject  of 
our  conference,  and  that,  therefore,  I  should,  on  that 
point,  add  but  a  single  observation,  which  was,  that,  con- 
sidering  the  terms  on  which  France  obtained  it,  and  the 
difficulty  she  then  apprehended  in  defending  it  against 
Great  Britain,  she  had,  perhaps,  equal  reason  with  the 
United  States  to  be  satisfied  with  the  disposition  which 
had  been  made  of  it. 

The  Baron  de  Damas  observed  that  our  trade  with  Eu- 
rope must,  after  all  our  losses,  have  been  very  profitable, 
and  that,  had  it  been  otherwise,  we  should  not  have  per- 
sisted in  it  when  we  found  it  harassed  by  the  spoliations 
and  other  injuries,  of  which  we  now  complained.  I  an- 
swered, that  our  merchants  knew  that  the  trade  in  which 
they  were  engaged  was  permitted  and  protected  by  the 
laws  of  nations;  that  it  was  entitled  to  an  exemption  from 
the  wrongs  we  sustained,  and  that  the  aggressors  were 
bound,  in  justice,  to  make  reparation  for  them;  that  they 
had  reason  to  hope  that  the  exertions  of  their  own  Go- 
vernment, and  a  returning  sense  of  justice  on  the  part  of 
France,  would  give  them  indemnity  for  their  losses,  and 
security  against  future  aggressions;  and  that,  upon  these 
grounds,  we  might  expuun  their  persisting  in  the  trade 
during  the  war,  without  supposing  it  to  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  any  unusual  profits.  I  added,  that  I  was  con- 
vinced the  Government  of  France  was  too  magnanimous 


and  just  to  wish  to  set  off  the  fair  and  legitimate  acquisi- 
tions of  our  commerce  against  our  claims  of  indemnity  for 
property  taken  from  us  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations. 

Having  understood  from  the  Baron  de  Damas  that  he 
was  not  then  prepared  to  give  a  definitive  answer  to  my 
proposal,  and  having  brought  the  whole  subject  before 
him,  we  separated,  after  a  conversation  of  an  hour,  he 
assuring  me,  at  parting,  that  he  would  receive  the  orders 
of  the  King  on  my  proposition. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  make  any  comments  on  what  I  have 
stated  as  being  substantially  the  conversation  which  pass- 
ed at  our  interview.  I  could  not  discover  that  concilia- 
tory disposition  on  the  part  of  France  which  the  United 
States  had  a  right  to  expect,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  conducted  the  negotiation.  I  confess,  from  the 
time  at  which  I  received  the  Baron  de  Damas's  letter  of 
the  11th  of  November,  1825,  I  have  not  been  very  san- 
guine in  my  hopes  of  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with 
France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BROWN. 


Mr,  Brown  to  Mr.  Clay. 

[No.  77.]  Paris,  December  28,  1827. 

Sib:  In  the  course  of  the  last  month  I  again  conversed 
with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposal  which  I  had  made  to  him,  that  the  question 
arising  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty 
should  be  decided  by  arbitration.  Discovering  still  no 
disposition  on  his  part  to  accede  to  that  proposal,  I  told 
him  that  I  would  send  him  a  note  containing  a  renewal  of 
it,  to  which  I  should  expect  a  written  answer.  I  accord- 
ingly, on  the  19th  of  December,  prepared  and  sent  to  him 
the  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  en- 
close. I  shall  endeavor  to  procure  the  answer  with  as 
little  delajr  as  possible. 

With  great  consideration, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Tour  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

JAMES  BROWN. 
The  Hon.  Hivmr  Clat, 

Secretary  of  SMe,  Wa»limgtm* 
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Mr.  Brown  to  Baron  de  Damas. 

PABii,  December  19,  1827. 

Sib:  In  mj  answer  to  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  from  your  excellency,  dated  the  Uth  of  No- 
rember,  1825,  I  expressed  to  you  my  belief  that  my  Go- 
vernment, not  satisfied  with  the  reasons  assigned  for  post- 
poning  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  American  cit^ens 
for  indemnity,  would  persist  in  renewed  applications  to 
his  Majesty's  Government  for  their  fair  and  final  liqui- 
dation. In  this  expecUtion,  founded  on  a  conviction  of 
the  justice  of  those  claims,  and  a  reliance  on  the  honor 
*nd  mafi^nanimity  of  the  French  Government,  I  have  not 
been  disappointed.  The  wtuation  of  the  claimants,  re- 
duced,  in  many  instances,  from  affluende  to  poverty,  by 
the  loss  of  property  taken  from  them  by  the  arbitrary 
acts  of  the  French  authorities,  has  enlisted  the  sympathies 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  induced  them  to  transmit  me- 
morials to  Congress,  calling  upon  that  body  to  endeavor, 
by  all  constitutional  means,  to  obtain  redress  for  wrongs 
inflicted  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations.  The 
attention  of  both  branches  of  the  National  LegisUiture 
having  thus  been  immediately  called  to  this  subject,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  session,  passed  a 
resolution  requesting  the  President  to  continue  to  urge 
these  claims;  and  expressin?  a  hope,  founded  on  the  ele- 
vated and  liberal  policy  of  his  Majesty's  Government, 
that  a  mode  might  be  discovered  for  their  final  settlement. 

In  the  various  conversations  which  I  had  with  your  ex- 
cellency on  the  subject  of  the  American  claims,  but  more 
particularly  in  the  conferences  of  the  7th  of  September, 
and  23d  of  November  last,  I  presented  you  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  manner  in  which  these  claims  had  been  treated 
hy  the  present  Government  of  France^  since  the  restora- 
tion, when  presented  by  my  predecessor  and  myself. 
Whilst  this  retrospect  will  present,  on  the  one  side,  hopes 
excited  and  disappointed,  and  arguments  left  without  an- 
swers, it  will,  on  the  other,  it  is  believed,  discover  a  sin- 
cere disposition  to  urge  no  unfounded  pretensions  to  fa- 
cilitate  the  liquidation  of  just  claims,  and  to  hope  that, 
by  patience,  moderation,  and  perseverance,  we  might  at 
last  receive  proofs  of  the  justice  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  their  final  adj  ustment .  It  will  further  prove  that, 
since  the  restoration,  no  effort  has  been  wanting  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  present  these 
claims,  with  the  irresistible  proofs  by  which  they  are  sup- 
ported, fully  before  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  to  leave 
no  room  for  the  suggestion  of  a  doubt  as  to  their  validity. 
If  any  delay  has  taken  place  in  bringing  the  negotiation 
to  a  termination,  it  must  be  sought  for  elsewhere,  and 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  wishes  or  conduct  of  my  Go- 
vernment. 

Your  excellency  will  permit  me  again  to  remind  you 
that,  as  early  as  the  9th  of  November,  1816,  Mr.  Gallatin 
addressed  a  note  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  then  his  Ma- 
jesty's Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  which,  after  making 
a  general  statement  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  arising 
under  the  various  illegal  acts  of  the  French  Government, 
he  demanded  indemnity  on  their  account.  Receiving  no 
answer  to  this  note  until  the  26th  of  December  follow- 
ing, he  requested  an  interview  for  the  purpose  of  being 
enabled  to  communicate  to  his  Government  the  result  of 
his  application.  This  interview  took  place  on  the  20th 
of  Januarj';  and,  in  answer  to  the  basis  proposed  by  Mr. 
Gallatin  in  his  note  of  the  9th  of  November,  the  Duke  de 
Uichelieu  observed  that  his  offer  would  fall  very  short  of 
our  demands;  that  he  would  not  go  beyond  an  indemnity 
for  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  and  for  those,  the  proceeds  of 
which,  after  being  sequestered,  had  been  deposited  in 
the  Caisse  d'Amortissement.  He  added,  that  he  would, 
without  much  delay,  reduce  his  proposals  to  writing.  In 
a  subsequent  interview,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1817,  he 
told  Mr.  Gallatin  tliat  he  had  ooncluded  not  to  give  a 


written  answer  to  the  note  of  the  9th  of  KoTcmber.  in 
explanation  of  this  change  of  determinatioii,  tfae  Dake 
stated  that  it  was  produced  by  the  unexpected  unooot 
of  the  claims  brought  against  France  by  tbe  Eoropon 
Powers .  He  said  that,  whilst  unable  to  meet  tbe  enga^ 
menta  imposed  by  the  invading  armies,  it  vvDot  to  be 
expected  that  his  Majesty's  Government  would  iDluDta- 
rily  contract  new  obligations;  that,  although  it  ns  not 
willing;'  to  reject  absolutely  and  definitively' the  daios  of 
American  citizens,  yet  it  could  not,  at  that  time,  ^mit 
them;  that  what  he  had  just  communicated  could  nA,{«r 
many  reasons,  be  made  the  grounds  of  an  official  ansver 
to  th^  note  of  the  9th  of  November,  1816;  andt])at,tb«- 
fore,  a  silent  postponement  of  the  subject  was,  perbps, 
the  least  objectionable,  since  the  demand  for  indeinritT 
having  been  officially  made,  the  question  would  be  ief: 
entire  for  discussion  at  a  more  favorable  time,  ib 
France  miglit  be  disengaged  from  her  existing  esbr- 
rassments.  In  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Galiatin  totbe  Aw- 
rican  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  12th  of  July,  1817, 
stating  what  had  passed  between  him  and  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu  in  a  recent  interview,  he  reports  the  Daie  to 
have  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctlf  undertfwd 
that  the  postponement  of  our  claims  for  spoliitiiw  did 
not  imply  a  rejection  of  them;  that  a  portion  of tfcenws 
considered  as  founded  in  justice;  tbathew»i»t«itho- 
rized  to  commit  his  Majesty's  Govemmentbrwypoa- 
tive  promise,  but  that  it  was  their  inlentioB  to  nakem 
arrangement  for  the  discharge  of  our  j«st4«nMds« 
soon  as  they  could  extricate  themselves  from  their  artuii 
embarrassments. 

In  the  spring  of  1818,  France  concluded  ^^''^ 
which  she  stipulated  the  amount  due  fromhertoeiclifli 
the  European  Powers  respectively;  and  in  commuDiOlag 
these  treaties  to  the  two  Chambers  in  the  month  of  Apr^ 
in  that  year,  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  made  use  of  tk  fol- 
lowing expressions:  "France  is  liberated  from  w tt« 
debts  contracted  towards  the  subjects  of  the  other  E«^ 
pean  Powers  prior  to  the  20th  of  November,  1815'  Ttt 
limitation  of  the  declaration  to  European  Power5,tot!K 
exclusion  of  the  United  States,  was  made  atthc  ag?^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  was  intended  to  prccJBdc  t« 
supposition  that  any  decision  has  been  made  by  ihcFreKfl 
Government  unfavorable  to  American  claims. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1819,  Mr.  Gallatin  ?««"»'» 
a  note  to  the  Marquis  Dessolles,  French  ^^^^Vl. 
reign  Affairs,  on  behalf  of  a  claim  of  Mr.  Ptff ;  '"^ '" 
that  note,  particularly  invited  the  attention  of  thai  njB^^^ 

to  the  subject  of  American  claims.  &cn^r>"y'*'?'!^^S 
to  his  preceding  official  notes,  which  had  rentt';"! '^ 
out  answers.  The  Council  of  State,  on  the  29ih  u««»j 
her,  1819,  having  rejected  the  petition  of  tbc  owners^ 
the  American  ships  Telegraph  and  Dolly,  captured  djijj 
French  frigates  Medusa  and  Nymphe.  and  ^^^A 
burnt  at  sea,  Mr.  Gallatin,  on  the  15lh  March,  V^J" 


dressed  to  Baron  Pasquier  an  official  remonstrance  ap 
that  decision,  and  more  especially  the  grounds  on  «r*- 
it  was  placed;  and  demanded  that  the  subject  stoouiu 
laid  before  the  King,  and  that  decision  reversed  aw^ 
scinded.   He  was  afterwards  informed  by  Baron  r^ 
that  the  remonstrance  had  been  referred  to  the  vm^^ 
of  Justice,  who  has  not  yet  reported  upon  it,  ssnr 
have  been  informed.  ^ .  .u^jef 

Mr.  Parish  having  a  deep  interest  in  a  ^^""^^itiii, 
claims,  distinguished  as  the  Antwerp  cases,  ^^'.^^^^^ 
at  his  earnest  request,  addressed  to  Baron  Pasq>uf  jj,ij 
in  support  of  them,  dated  the  9th  of  May,  ^^'^qcXQ' 
note  no  answer  was  ever  received.  On  the  *^|*  j^tbe 
ber  following,  Mr.  Gallatin  addressed  anotherJe" 

Baron  Pasquier,  on  behalf  of  the  claim  ©^  ^^cntion- 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  that  5"' /  i^tivc 
ed  that  his  letter  of  the  15tb  of  March  prfc**"?;^  ,itli- 
to  the  cases  of  the  Dolly  and  Telegraphi  n^^"^ 
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out  An  answer.  To  this  note  no  answer  was  given.  On 
the  10th  of  January,  1822,  the  same  minister  sent  a  letter 
to  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency,  in  which  he  enters  fully 
into  the  discussion  of  the  Antwerp  claims.  No  notice  was 
taken  of  this  communication;  but,  in  gn^ing*  an  account  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  a  conference  which  he  had  with 
the  Viscount  Montmorency,  on  the  27th  of  January,  1822, 
on  the  subject  of  those  claims,  Mr.  Gallatin  states  that, 
on  pressing  our  claims  generally,  and  referring,  in  their 
support,  to  his  communications  of  a  preceding  date,  he 
complained  that,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  solicitations 
during  a  period  of  six  years,  he  had  not  been  able  to  ob- 
tain  of  the  French  Goremment  redress  in  a  single  in- 
stance; nor  had  he  yet  been  honored  with  an  answer. 
The  Viscount  de  Montmorency  answered  that  he  had  read 
the  papers  relative  to  the  Antwerp  claims,  and  had  been 
struck  with  their  justice.  He  expressed  **  his  regret  that 
the  settlement  of  this  reclamation  should  have  fallen  on 
the  present  ministry."  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  23d  April,  1822,  he  writes 
as  follows:  "  In  several  conversations  I  had  with  the  Vis- 
count de  Montmorency  on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp 
cases,  he  always  evinced  a  sense  of  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  and  a  disposition  that  indemnity  should  be  made; 
but  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  official-  answer." 
Mr.  Gallatin,  after  having  obtained  the  permission  of  the 
Viscount  de  Montmorency  to  converse  with  Mr.  de  Vil- 
lele  on  the  same  subject,  states  that,  in  his  conference, 
this  minister  had  observed  to  him,  <<that  he  was  already 
latisfied,  from  the  inspection  of  the  papers  in  his  depart- 
Tient,  and  without  having  seen  any  argument,  that  the 
:]aim  was  just,  and  that  the  ^ound  assumed  by  Baron 
Louis,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parish,  was  untenable.  With- 
)ut  disputing  the  justice  of  the  claim,  Mr.  de  Villele  sug- 
gested several  objections,  founded  on  the  magnitude  of 
he  wrongs  committed  by  Napoleon,  and  the  alleged  ina- 
>ility  of  France  to  repair  them  all.  The  payments  made 
>y  Prance  to  European  Governments  had  been  the  result 
»f  an  arrangement,  (£f  u ne  traruaetum, )  founded  on  equita- 
tle  principles,  and  on  an  abandonment,  on  the  part  of  those 
«ovemments»  of  a  considerable  part  of  their  claims.  It 
ppeared  to  him  impossible  that  an  application  for  funds 
ould  be  made  to  the  Chambers  for  the  purpose  of  satisfy- 
ng  American  claims,  unless  it  was  the  result  of  a  transac- 
toii  of  a  similar  nature. 

**  Even  in  that  case  the  engagement  to  pay  any  sum  at 
lis  time  for  that  object  would,  for  the  reasons  already 
tated,  and  for  many  others  arising  from  the  change  of 
(overnment,  appear  extremely  hard.     The  only  way  to 
ender  it  palatable  was,  that  it  should  be  accompanied  by 
le  grateful  information  that  the  commercial  aifficulties 
'ere  arranged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.    He  regretted, 
lerefore,  extremely,  that  the  discussion  of  the  two  sub- 
lets had  been  separated,  one  being  treated  in  the  United 
tales,  and  the  other  here;  and  he  asked  whether  it  was 
robable  that  the  result  of  the  negotiations  at  Washington 
ould  be  known  at  Paris  before  the  next  session  of  the 
hambers,  which  is  to  take  place  in  June  next."    Mr. 
allutin,  in  conclusion,  adds,  *<  I  must  say  that  these  ob- 
rvations  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  made  with  an  inten- 
}n  of  throwing  new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjust- 
cnt  of  our  claims,  but  for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  dif- 
:ulties  which  the  Government  would  have  to  encounter 
any  attempt  to  effect  that  object." 
On  the  3d  of  May,  1822,  Mr.  Gallatin  addressed  a  letter 
the  Viscount  de  Montmorency  on  the  subject  of  the 
iitwerp  claims;  and,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  he 
d  a  conference  with  that  minister  on  the  subject  of  the 
nericaii  claims  generally;  which  turned  on  Ine  difficol- 
s  which  France  would  iriave  to  encounter  in  the  liquida- 
n  of  them.     "  The  result,"  Mr.  Gallatin  states,  "  of  a 
!e  conversation  on  what  was  practicable,  seemed  to  be 
It  a  definitive  agreement  was  preferable  to  a  partial 


payment;  and  that  the  choice  must,  in  that  respect,  be 
between  the  two  following  modes:  either  the  payment  of 
a  stipulated  sum  in  i\ill  discharge  of  all  the  demands  of 
the  United  States  for  spoliations,  and  to  be  distributed  by 
their  Government;  or  the  reference  of  the  whole  case  to 
a  joint  commission,  which,  in  case  of  disagreement,  would 
refer  the  disputed  points  to  a  sovereign  chosen  by  the  two 
Governments." 

On  the  Ist  of  June,  1822,  the  Viscount  de  Montmoren- 
cy returned  an  answer  to  the  note  of  Mr.  GalUtin,  in 
which  he  states,  "the  object  of  your  claims  is,  without 
doubt,  interesting  to  a  great  number  of  individuab;  and 
we  have  also  individual  claims  to  make,  which  are  likewise 
of  great  interest  to  the  subjects  of  the  King,  whom  they 
concern.  I  would  be  the  first  to  wish  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  be  engaged  with  them;  but  you  are  not  igno- 
rant, sir,  that  there  is  at  this  moment,  at  Washington,  a 
negotiation  which  embraces  general  interests  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  the  navigation  of  France  and  America. 

<*  The  King^s  Council  has  judged  that  it  was  better  to 
put  off  the  examination  of  the  individual  claims,  until  the 
negotiation  upon  the  general  interests  was  concluded; 
and,  as  soon  as  that  shall  have  taken  place,  I  shall  hasten, 
sir,  to  move,  in  the  King's  Council,  the  examination  of 
the  claims  which  form  the  object  of  your  letter  of  the  3d 
of  May." 

In  a  note,  dated  the  13th  of  June,  addressed  to  the 
Viscount  de  Montmorency,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  reply,  pro- 
tested against  this  new  cause  of  procrastination. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  convention  of  the  24th  of  June, 
1822,  was  concluded  at  Washington,  and,  on  the  irth  of 
August,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  a  note  to  the  minister,  informs  him 
that  "the  cause  assigned  by  your  excellency,  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  1st  of  June  last,  for  suspending  their  conside- 
ration, being  happily  removed  by  the  late  commercial 
arrangement,  I  trust  that  no  further  delay  will  take  place, 
and  that,  in  conformity  with  the  tenor  of  that  letter,  your 
excellency  will  be  pleased  to  bring  that  important  subject 
before  the  King's  Council." 

In  a  despatch,  dated  the  24th  of  September,  1822,  ad- 
dressed to  the  American  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Gallatin 
states:  "  I  had  yesterday  a  conference  with  Mr.  de  Vil- 
lele on  the  subject  of  our  cbdms.  He  expressed  his  wish 
that  a  general  arrangement  might  take  place,  embracing 
all  the  subjects  of  discussion  between  the  two  countriesi 
stated  those  to  be  the  reclamations  of  the  United  States 
for  spoliations  on  their  trade;  those  of  France,  on  account 
of  Beaumarchais's  clum,  and  of  the  vessels  captured  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  question  arising  under  the 
Louisiana  treaty;  and  asked  me  if  I  was  prepared  to  ne- 
gotiate upon  all  those  points.  I  answerea  that  I  was  rea^ 
dy  to  discuss  them  all,  but  that  I  must  object  to  uniting 
the  Louisiana  question  to  that  of  claims  for  indemnity,  as 
they  were  essentially  distinct;  and  as  I  thought  that,  after 
all  that  had  passed,  we  had  a  ri^ht  to  expect  that  no  fur- 
ther obstacle  would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  discus- 
sion of  our  claims,  by  connecting  it  with  subjects  foreign 
to  them." 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1822,  Mr.  de  Villele  trans- 
mitted a  note  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  which,  after  alluding 
to  the  convention  recently  concluded  at  Washington,  he 
proceeds  to  observe  that,  *<  if  any  partial  difficulties  shall 
still  remain  to  be  removed,  they  will  be  easily  arranged 
between  two  Powers  who  sincerely  wish  to  establish  their 
relations  upon  the  most  perfect  equality. 

»•  In  this  spirit  of  reciprocal  jusUce,  I  have  received  the 
claims  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
me,  and,  without  prejudging  any  thing  in  their  regard,  I 
must,  first  of  all,  sir,  remind  you  that  France  has  also 
claims  pending,  or  to  be  produced  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  It  would  appear  agreeable  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  two  parties,  and  to  the  reciprocity  of  justice 
and  of  protection  to  which  the  subjects  of  the  two  States 
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have  equally  a  right,  that  these  affairs  should  be  examin- 
ed and  arranged  simultaneously  by  way  of  negotiation. 

«His  Majesty's  intention  would  be  that  these  claims 
and  the  other  points  in  dispute,  upon  which  the  conven- 
tion of  June  has  not  been  able  to  pronounce,  should  be 
the  object  of  this  negotiation,  in  order  to  terminate  si- 
multaneously,  and  in  a  definitive  manner,  every  dispute 
between  the  two  States,  especially  in  what  concerns  the 
duties  received  in  Louinana  on  the  French  commerce, 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  cesuon. 

••  You  will  only  perceive,  sir,  in  this  intention  of  his 
Majesty,  the  most  firm  desire  of  leaving,  in  future,  no 
cause  or  pretext  of  misunderstanding  or  of  complaint  be- 
tween the  two  States,  and  on  the  part  of  their  respective 
•objects. 

••  If  you  are  authorized,  sir,  to  follow  this  march,  I 
pray  you  to  let  me  know,  and  I  will  hasten  to  demand  of 
the  King,  the  necessary  powers  to  a  negotiator  charged 
with  treating  with  you.*' 

In  answering  this  note,  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  de  Villele,  dated  the  12th  November,  says:  "I  have 
special  powers  to  negotiate  a  convention  providing  for 
the  just  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
France,  as  also  for  the  like  claims  of  French  subjects 
against  the  United  States,  with  such  persons  as  may  nave 
a  like  authority  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  As 
minister  of  the  United  States,  I  am  authorized  to  discuss 
the  question  respecting  the  construction  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  to  give  and  to  receive 
explanations  on  that  subject.  But  the  negotiation  on  that 
point  haiang  been  transferred  to  Washington,  no  special 

Eowers,  in  that  respect,  have  been  transmitted  to  roe.  I 
ad  understood,  in  the  course  of  the  conference  I  had 
the  honor  to  have  with  your  excellency  on  the  23d  of 
September,  and  had  accordingly  written  to  my  Govern- 
ment, that  it  was  not  intended  to  insist  that  that  subject 
should  be  blended  with  that  of  private  claims.  It  is  in- 
deed obvious  that  it  would  be  utterly  unjust  to  make  the 
admission  of  these  to  depend  on  the  result  of  a  negotia- 
tion on  a  subject  with  which  they  have  no  connexion 
whatever,  and  the  difficulties  respecting  which  are  of  a 
date  posterior  to  that  of  the  claims. 

••All  the  representations  which  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  made  to  that  of  the  United  SUtes,  whether  on 
*  private  or  on  public  subjects,  have  uniformly  been  taken 
into  consideration,  and  received  that  attention  to  which 
they  were  so  justly  entitled.  In  no  instance  has  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  declined  to  open  a  discus- 
sion on  any  subject  thus  offered  to  their  consideration  by 
France,  or  made  it  a  preliminary  condition  that  the  dis- 
cussion should  also  embrace  some  other  subject  on  which 
they  might  happen  to  take  a  greater  interest.  The  ques- 
tion concerning  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty 
has,  in  particular,  been  the  subject  of  a  voluminous  cor- 
respondence; in  the  course  of  which,  arguments,  in  sup- 
jjort  of  the  construction  insisted  on  by  each  party  respec- 
tively, were  made  known  to  the  other.  I  have,  in  the 
mean  while,  for  six  years,  made  unceasing  applications  to 
his  Majesty's  Government  for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  a 
vast  amount,  affecting  the  interests  of  numerous  individu- 
als, and  arising  from  flagrant  violations  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  without  hav- 
ing ever  been  able  to  obtain,  to  this  day,  satisfaction  in 
a  single  instance,  or  even  tliat  the  subject  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  and  discussed.  After  so  many  vexa- 
tious delays,  for  which  different  causes  have,  at  different 
times,  been  assigned,  it  cannot  now  be  intended  again  to 
postpone  the  investigation  of  that  subject,  by  insisting  that 
It  shall  be  treated  in  connexion  with  one  foreign  to  it, 
and  which  has  already  been  discussed.  The  United  States 
have,  at  least,  the  right  to  ask  that  their  demands  should 
also  be  examined  and  discussed;  and  I  trust  that,  since  I 


am  authorized  to  treat  as  well  concemingr  tlie  chioisaf 
French  subjects  against  the  United  States,  as  respectnij 
those  of  American  citizens  agunst  France,  a  distinct  dc- 
gotiation  to  that  effect  will  be  opened  witliost  any  ftr- 

ther delay."  ..    ,  .    -     ^ 

The  reply  of  Mr.  dc  Villele  to  this  letter,  coatmiii^  to 
insist  that  all  the  points  of  agreement  shcmld  becabnc- 
ed  in  one  negotiation,  Mr.  Gallatin  had  no  altcraiiiffeleft 
but  that  of  referring  the  whole  affair  to  bis  Gofonenl^ 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  on  his  departure  from  Paris,  lettMr.Stel. 
don  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  wl»» 
having  received  instructions  to  that  effect,  addiesied  i 
note  to  the  Viscount  de  Chateaubriand,  then  his  Ibjei- 
ty's  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  insistin|^  on  entering  ato 
a  discussion  of  the  American  clums,  without  eomecdi^ 
it  with  the  question  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Imds- 
ana  treaty,  which  note  remained  unanswered. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1824,  and  soon  after  myaninJ 
in  France,  I  presented  to  the  same  minister  a  note  to  tke 
same  effect  with  the  one  presented  by  Mr.  Sheldon,  ssd, 
on  the  8th  day  of  May,  received  his  answer,  in  which  he 
insists  on  connecting,  in  a  single  negotiatkm,  all  the  jMiots 
of  difference  between  the  two  nations.  Having  eoBUBa- 
nicated  this  answer  to  my  Government,  it  dwogtt  fit, 
after  the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty  to  Ifce  throne, 
and  your  excellency's  appointment  to  the  office  o€  Mi- 
nister of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  instruct  me  to  make  another 
effort  to  obtain  a  hearing  of  our  claims  unconnected  vidi 
the  subject  of  tiie  eighth  article;  and,  accordiingly,  in  cofr 
formity  with  my  instructions,  I  addressed  a  note  to  yocj 
excellency  to  that  effect,  dated  the  22d  of  October,  18S4. 

I  shall  not  fatigue  your  excellency  by  reverting  toifce 
delays  which  interposed  themselves  between  the  date  of 
this  note  and  its  answer,  but  shall  content  myself  with  ex- 
pressing my  regret  that  this  answer  adhered  to  the  deter- 
mination of  your  predecessor,  and  contained  a  refusal  ts 
discuss  the  claims  otherwise  than  in  connexion  with  sli 
the  other  points  of  disagreement  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments. 

I  have  thus  presented  your  excellency  with  a  brief  bsi 
faithful  review,  derived  from  official  correspondence,  of 
the  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  France  in  relaticm  to 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  spoliations  on  ih^r  propGtj, 
amounting  to  many  millions  of  dollara^  and  founded  os 
wrongs  of  the  most  aggravated  chancter. 

I  shall  forbear  from  repeating  the  arguments  which 
have  been  urged,  at  various  times.  In  support  of  those 
claims.     They  have  never  been  answered  by  die  Govern- 
ment of  France,  and  arc  believed  to  be  unanswerable. 
Their  justice  has  not  yet  been  denied,  nor  in  any  wij 
controverted,  unless  the  letter  of  your  excellency  of  the 
nth  of  November,  1825,  upon  which  I  shall  hercafttt re- 
mark, shall  be  considered  as  intended  for  that  purpca^. 
The  justice  of  a  very  large  portion  of  them  has  been  ex- 
pressly acknowledged  by  more  than  one  of  his  Majesty's  l£- 
nisters  of  Foreign  Affairs.  An  offer  was  made,  rooretbs 
ten  years  ag^,  by  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  of  iodemic^ 
fur  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  and  for  those  of  which  the  f^ 
ceeds  bad  only  been  sequestered  and  depoated  in  t^ 
Caisse  d'Amortissement;  which  promise  he  expressed  ^ 
intention  to  reduce  to  writing,  but  afterwards  declin^c  & 
do;  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was  not  wiUiz^^ 
reject  the  claims  of  our  citizens  definitively,  but  that  they 
could  not  be  admitted  at  that  time.     He  afterwards  sii^d 
that  he  wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  a  pcttposc- 
ment  did  not  amount  to  a  rejection.     Nearly  Ai  }  c*s9 
ago,  the  Viscount  de  Montmorency  stated  to  Mr.Gaiiatin 
that  he  bad  read  the  papers  relative  to  the  Ani^*^?  se- 
questrations, and  that  he  had  been  impressed  with  aserse 
of  the  justice  of  the  claim.  On  a  subsequent  occstscn,  t^€ 
18th  May,  1822,  a  prospect,  unfortunately  not  afttru.*"*^' 
realized,  was  presented  of  a  satisfactory  arrangeaier.t  br 


APPENDIX— To  Galea  Sf  Beaton's  Register. 


^129 


SpoHoHons  on  American  Commerce. 


[22d  Govs.  2d  Skss. 


the  payment  of  a  stipulated  sum,  in  full  diacharg«  of  the 
demands  of  the  United  States  for  spoliations,  to  be  distri- 
buted by  the  American  Government,  or  by  the  reference 
of  (he  whole  case  to  a  joint  commission. 

The  causes  which  have  hitherto  delayed  or  obstructed 
the  fulfilment  of  tlie  well-founded  expectations  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  SUtes,  are  far  from  beiny  satis- 
factory.  When  these  claims  were  first  presented  by  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  1816,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  the  em- 
barrassed state  of  France  was  asng^ed  as  a  motive  for 
their  postponement  until  a  more  auspicious  period.  This 
period  arrives,  when  France  is  again  rich,  prosperous, 
and  powerful,  and  her  finances  flourishing.  It  is  then  in- 
timated by  France  that  our  claims  might  have  been  more 
fiivorably  received  had  they  been  pressed  forward  at  an 
earlier  day.  We  have,  unfortunately,  it  would  seem,  al- 
ways  been  too  soon  or  too  late. 

The  commercial  difficulties  which  afterwards  arose  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  and  which  originat- 
ed with  the  latter,  were  made  a  cause  for  the  further 
postponement  of  the  American  claims  until  those  diffi- 
culties should  be  adjusted.  These  were  happily  removed 
?Lo  ®  convention  concluded  at  Washington  in  June, 
1822.  The  United  States  had  then  a  right  confidently  to 
expect  the  long  deferred  indemnity.  In  this  they  were 
disappointed,  by  the  interposition,  on  the  part  of  France, 
of  a  claim  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  appears  to  my  Government  in 
the  light  onl^  of  another  mode  of  procrastinating  the  ad- 
justment of  Its  claims.  The  claim  of  France,  under  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  has  already  been  fully  examined  and 
elaborately  discussed  by  the  two  Governments:  every  ar- 
gument has  been  exhausted,  the  most  respectful  and  pa- 
tient attention  has  been  given  to  the  pretensions  of  France, 
and  the  result  has  been  a  full  conviction,  on  the  part  of 
my  Government,  that  those  pretenuons  rest  on  no  solid 
foundation.  Even  on  the  supposition  that  France  enter- 
tains the  opposite  conviction,  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive 
how  she  can  derive  from  it  any  just  reason  to  withhold 
satisfaction  of  our  claims.  The  two  subjects  are  incon- 
gruous and  unconnected.  The  one  rests  upon  a  contract, 
in  the  interpretation  of  which  the  parties  may  sincerely 
diflTer;  the  other  arises  out  of  wrongs  committed  in  noto- 
rious violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  thecharactcr  of  which 
idmits  of  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  one  is  national, 
the  other  individual.  Supposing  the  respective  claims  of 
the  two  nations  to  b^  similar,  the  priority  of  injury  gives 
to  the  United  States  a  right  to  prior  redress.  Nor  can 
my  adequate  motive  be  perceived  for  withholding  that 
redress,  from  the  consideration  of  settling  all  matters  of 
iifference.  The  propriety  of  removing,  if  practicable, 
ill  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  readily  admitted;  but  if 
that  be  not  attainable,  it  does  not  follow  that  none  should 
le  removed;  and,  especially,  it  does  not  follow  that  those 
ihould  not  be  obviated  which  are  attended  with  a  deep 
jense  of  the  injuries  from  which  they  have  originated. 

It  may  be  true,  as  your  excellency  has  alleged,  that  his 
Majesty,  on  ascending  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  could 
lot  take,  nor  has  taken,  the  engagement  to  satisfy  all  the 
charges  imposed  on  him  as  indemnity  for  the  depreda- 
ions  committed  bj^the  usurping  Government;  and  yet 
he  obligation  of  France  to  redress  the  injuries  suffered 
)y  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  be  perfect.  I  do 
lot  consider  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  usur-a 
lation  which  is  presented  in  your  excellency's  letter:  it 
s  sufficient  for  the  United  States  that  those  wrongs  and 
lepredations  proceeded  from  the  actual  Government  of 
J'rance  for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  responsibility  of 
.^rance  to  make  reparation  for  wrongs  committed  under 
he  authority  of  any  form  of  Government  which  she  may 
lave  establislied,  or  to  which  slie  may  have  submitted, 
Vom  time  to  time,  cannot  be  reasonably  contested.  The 
ving  of  France,  on  ascending  the  throne  of  his  ances- 


tors, assumed  the  Government,  with  all  the  duties,  rights^ 
and  obligations  which  appertained  to  the  French  nation, 
and,  it  is  believed,  cannot  justly  claim  absolution  from 
any  of  those  obligations  or  duties.  The  complaint  of  my 
Government  is  precisely  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
has  not  taken  upon  itself  the  engagement  to  make  that 
indemnity  to  which  American  citizens  are  entitled  in  con- 
sequence of  the  wrongful  acts  committed  under  previous 
French  Governments.  That  engagement  might  have 
been  voluntarily  assumed  by  his  Majesty's  Government^ 
from  a  spontaneous  sense  of  justice,  and  the  claims  of 
American  citizens  liquidated  without  the  interposition  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  because  that 
has  not  been  done,  that  the  interposition  of  the  United 
States  became  necessary,  and  has  been  constantly  made 
during  the  last  twelve  years. 

The  Government  of'^the  United  States  is  always  ready 
to  acknowledge  an^  proofs  of  justice  or  benevolence 
which  may  be  exhibited  by  other  nations  towards  its  citi- 
zens. It  cannot,  however,  entirely  concur  with  your 
excellency  in  estimating  as  among  the  number  any  con- 
sent which  France  has  hitherto  given  to  examine  the 
claims  of  American  citizens,  connected,  as  that  consent  has 
been,  with  inadmissible  conditions.  Nor  can  my  Govern- 
ment admit  the  propriety  of  associating,  in  the  same  ne- 
gotiation, the  disputed  demand  under  the  eighth  article 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty  with  incontestable  claims  of  Ame- 
rican citizens,  a  large  portion  of  which  claims,  as  I  have 
already  had  the  honor  to  show,  so  far  from  being  que^ 
tioned,  has  been  admitted  by  France  to  be  just. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  seen,  with  sur- 
prise and  regret,  the  adherence  of  France  to  the  princi- 
ple of  such  an  unnatural  connexion.  But  whilst  my 
Government  must  constantly  protest  against  it,  and  reite- 
rate its  strong  conviction  that  the  claim  of  France,  under 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  has  no  just  foun- 
dation, I  have  been  instructed,  with  a  view  of  afibrdin^  a 
signal  proof  of  the  equitable  and  conciliatory  disposition 
of  the  United  States,  to  propose  to  you,  as  a  basis  for  the 
settlement  of  the  question  arising  under  that  article,  that 
it  be  submitted  to  arbitration.  I  have  now  the  honor  of 
making  to  you,  sir,  distinctly  that  proposal;  and  should 
that  basis  be  ag^ed  to  by  his  Majesty's  Government,  I 
am  authorized,  and  shall  be  ready,  in  concert  with  your 
excellency,  to  proceed  to  agree  upon  and  state  the  pre* 
cise  question  to  be  submitted,  and  to  arrange  and  prepare 
whatever  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  arbitration  into 
effect.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  proposal  may  be  accept- 
ed in  the  same  friendly  and  conciliatory  spirit  in  which  it 
is  made,  and  that  it  may  remove  the  ^reat  obstacle  which 
has  hitherto  opposed  itself  to  the  adjustment  of  all  the 
existing  subjects  of  dispute  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Whatever  may  be  your  excellency's  decimon 
upon  this  proposal,  I  hope  I  shall  be  favored  with  an  an- 
swer at  as  early  a  day  as  your  convenience  will  permit; 
and  I  avail  myself  with  pleasure  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  your  exoellency  the  assurances  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

JAMES  BROWN. 


JUr.  Brown  to  Mr,  Clay, 

[No.  80.]  Pabis,  27M  Ftbruary^  1828. 

Sir:  The  Baron  de  Damas,  late  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  not  having  returned  any  answer  to  the  letter  which 
I  addressed  to  him  on  the  19th  of  December  last,  I  re- 
solved to  resume  the  subject  with  his  successor,  as  soon  as 
I  could  ascertiun  that  the  new  ministry  had  found,  in  the 
disposition  of  the  two  Chambers,  some  security  for  their 
continuance  in  office.  The  best  view  which  I  have  been 
able  to  take  of  the  temper  and  composition  of  the  Cham- 
bers, having  satisfied  me  that  no  immediate  changes  would 
probat^y  be  made,  at  least  none  in  the  Department  of 
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Foreign  AfiRun,  I  requested  and  obtained  mn  interview 
with  the  Count  de  U  Ferronnays,  at  which,  after  pre- 
senting him  with  a  brief  outline  of  the  negotiation  for  in- 
demnity, and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  unexpect- 
edly arretted  by  the  interposition,  on  the  part  of  France, 
of  her  chum  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty,  I  expressed  my  earnest  wish  that  he  would  give 
me  his  answer  to  the  proposal  which  I  had  made  to  sub- 
mit the  question  under  that  article  to  arbitration.  1  told 
him  that  the  President  had  always  considered  the  delay 
occasioned  by  the  claim  of  France,  under  that  article,  as 
a  grievous  hardship  to  such  of  our  citizens  as  had  been 
unjustly  deprived  of  their  property  by  acts  of  the  French 
authorities^  and  therefore  felt  the  most  earnest  solicitude 
to  remove  out  of  the  wa^  every  pretext  for  the  further 
postponement  of  the  adjustment  of  their  claims.  I  ob- 
served that  it  was  with  this  view,  and  also  in  order  to 
afford  to  France  a  striking  proof  of  his  conciliatory  dis- 
position, that  he  had  instructed  me  to  propose  the  sub- 
mission of  that  question  to  arbitration.  I  added  that  1 
could  perceive  no  reasonable  objection  which  France 
could  urge  against  the  mode  proposed,  which  seemed  to 
be  the  only  one  left  for  deciding  a  question  upon  which, 
after  the  most  elaborate  discussions,  and  perhaps  with  an 
equally  sincere  desire  of  coming  to  a  friendly  understand- 
ing, the  two  Governments  had  not  been  able  to  agree.  I 
concluded  by  repeating,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  my 
hope  that  I  might  b«  favored  with  an  early  and  definitive 
answer  to  the  proposal  contained  in  my  letter. 

In  reply  to  my  observations,  Count  de  la  Ferronnays 
remarked,  that  circumstances  which  he  presumed  were 
known  to  me,  (alluding,  as  I  believe,  to  his  long  absence 
from  France  as  ambauador  to  the  court  of  St  Peters- 
burg, and  his  recent  appointment  to  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs,)  together  with  the  urgency  of  business 
arising  out  of  the  present  state  of  affairs,  had  hitherto 
prevented  him  from  devoting  his  attention  to  the  subject 
of  our  negotiation;  that  the  mode  i  -had  proposed  of  de- 
ciding  the  question  under  the  Louisiana  treaty,  had,  he 
believed,  already,  in  some  instances,  been  advantageously 
resorted  to  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  that 
he  felt  himselfdeepiv  sensible  of  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving the  good  understanding  which  had  so  long  existed 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  and  was  sincerely 
disposed  to  place  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  on  the 
most  friendly  footing;  that,  although  he  was  not  at  that 
moment  sufHciently  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  to 
accept  or  reject  the  proposed  mode  of  adjustment,  yet 
that  he  would,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  examine 
the  correspondence,  and  give  me  his  definitive  answer. 
He  added,  that  after  an  attentive  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  before  he  should  send  me  his  answer  in  writing, 
he  would  seek  an  opportunity  of  having  a  frank  and 
friendly  conversation  with  me  on  the  points  in  dispute 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  in  order  to  pave 
the  way  to  a  settlement  of  all  differences  now  existing 
between  the  two  nations. 

I  assured  him  that  I  should  at  all  times  he  ready  and 
willing  to  enter  with  him  upon  the  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  1  felt  a  strong  expectation  that,  with  mutual 
g^ood  dispositions,  we  might  arrive  at  an  amicable  and  sa- 
tisfactory settlement  of  them. 

With  all  the  disappointments  we  have  experienced  in 
the  course  of  this  long,  vexatious,  and  hitherto  unprofita- 
ble negotiation,  fresh  in  my  recollection,  I  cannot  suppress 
a  hope  that  we  shall  meet  in  the  disposition  of  the  present 
ministry  a  more  favorable  course  of  proceeding  in  relation 
to  our  claims,  than  we  experienced  from  the  last. 

The  high  reputation  the  Count  de  la  Ferronays  enjoys 
for  candor  and  justice,  his  habits  of  business,  and  I  trust 
freedom  from  any  unreasonable  prepossessions  against  our 
claims,  iustify  a  hope  that  he  will  not  unnecessarily  retsrd 
the  settlement  of  them,  by  insisting  that  we  shall  surren- 


der our  rights  under  the  Louisiana  trealy  in  older  to  ob- 
tain indemmty. 

However  this  may  be,  I  shall  lose  no  time  ia  obtaming, 
if  possible,  a  satisfactory  answer  on  the  subject  eftiie  pro- 
posed arbitrationr 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

With  fl^reat  respect,  sir. 

Your  obedient  and  fiutliful  semat, 

JAMES  BROWN. 

Hon.  HxiraTCLAT, 

Seardary  of  StaU^  WtuMngton. 


Mr,  Brown  to  Mr.  Chy. 


[No*  84.] 


Pabis,  May  12,  1828. 


Srm:  I  addressed  a  note  to  his  excellency  the  liiaster 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  requesting  an  interview,  and  recdved 
his  answer  appointing  the  8th  instant  for  that  purpose. 
My  object  was  to  urge  him  to  answer  the  letter  which  I 
addressed  to  his  predecessor  on  the  19th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1827. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  delayed  pressing  for  that  answer 
until  sufficient  time  had  been  allowed  him  to  exasuBethe 
whole  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  our  duns;  but 
that  I  hoped  he  was  now  prepared  to  commooieale  1^  de- 
cision upon  the  point  to  which  my  letter  rdsfecd. 

He  observed  that  the  American  claims  were  large  in 
amount;  that,  even  omitting  for  the  present  any  cbgeetioos 
he  might  find  it  necessary  to  make  to  them,  he  feared  he 
could  not  encourage  a  hope  that  they  would  be  satisfied, 
because,  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  France^ 
with  a  large  deficit  in  the  revenue,  a  proposal  for  a  large 
loan,  and  the  probability  of  augmented  expenses  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  arinng  out  of  the  state  of  affiun 
in  Europe,  he  could  not  perceive  how  ministers  cooU, 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  apply  to  the  Charoben  Ux 
an  appropriation  sufficiently  lai^  to  satisfy  the  Americu 
claimants. 

I  answered,  that  the  amount  of  the  claims  proved  the 
extent  of  the  injury  sustained  by  the  claimants,  but  could 
not  be  urged  as  a  reason  why  France  ought  not  to  Gqai- 
date  them;  that  the  object  of  the  letter  to  which  I  bad 
immediately  called  his  attention,  was  to  remove^  by  arbi- 
tration, an  objection  which  had  for  some  years  been  made 
to  the  discussion  of  our  claims,  and  that  I  hoped  it  would 
be  convenient  for  him,  without  any  further  delay,  to  in- 
form me  whether  the  proposal  made  by  the  Preadentbad 
or  had  not  received  his  approbation. 

lie  replied  that,  on  examining  the  question,  he  had  de- 
termined to  submit  it  to  the  Council  for  its  decidon,  that 
he  would  prepare  a  statement  for  that  purpose,  and,  so 
soon  as  he  obtained  a  decision,  he  would  send  an  answer 
to  my  letter. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  he  intimated  that  our 
claims  might  have  had  a  better  prospect  of  success  had 
they  been  presented  and  urged  with  the  European  ciaims 
at  the  general  settlement  which  took  place  anterior  m 
the  evacuation  of  France  by  the  allied  armies.  I  observed 
that  we  had  been  neutral  in  the  war  which  led  to  that  set- 
tlement, and  could  not  properly  become  parties  to  it;  that 
our  claims  were  against  France  for  injuries  done  to  our 
citizens  at  a  time  when  the  two  countnes  were  in  a  state 
of  peace,  and  that  we  had  always  relied  on  the  justice  of 
the  French  Government  for  indemnity.  As  he  c&f  not 
further  insist  on  this  point,  I  presume  he  consdered  it  as 
having  no  important  bearing  on  the  question. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  g^at  consideration,  sir. 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BBOWS. 

Hon.  HKirmx  Cijit,  &c.  Sec.  &c. 
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Mr,  Brown  to  Mr.  Clay. 

[No.  ^S.\  Paris,  July  29«  1828. 

Sib:  In  my  despatch  No.  84, 1  had  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  the  Minister  of  Foreig^n  Affairs  had  assured  me 
that  he  would  submit  to  the  Council  my  letter  of  the  19tb 
December  last,  and  communicate  its  decision  by  an  an- 
swer to  that  letter.  At  that  time,  and,  indeed,  for  some 
time  after,  it  was  not  considered  altogether  certain  that 
the  present  ministry  could  command  a  majority  in  the  two 
Chambers.  The  course  pursued  by  them  since  the  open- 
ing* of  the  Legislature,  has  so  well  corresponded  with  the 
public  opinion,  that  they  have  succeeded  m  passing  all  the 
important  laws  proposed  by  the  King  by  large  majorities, 
and,  consequently,  that  they  have  a  (air  prospect  of  a  long 
tenure  of  their  places:  our  claims  for  indemnity  were 
mentioned  in  favorable  terms  by  some  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  I  considered  the  moment  as 
having  arrived  when  I  could  press  them  with  some  hope 
of  success.  I  therefore  sought  a  conference  with  the  Mm- 
ister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  who  received  me,  on  the  24th  in- 
stant, at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

I  introduced  the  subject  by  remarking  that  I  had  per- 
mitted some  time  to  elapse  since  my  last  conversation  with 
him  on  the  subject  of  American  claims  to  indemnity;  and 
on  the  subject  of  my  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Damas,  of  the 
19th  of  last  December,  that  I  was  not  ignorant  that  much 
of  his  time  was  necessarily  devoted  to  the  important  dis- 
cussions in  the  two  Chambers,  but  that  I  hoped  enough 
had  remained  to  enable  him  to  submit  the  correspondence 
on  the  subjects  to  the  Council,  and  that  he  was  then  pre- 
pared to  communicate  to  me  its  decision. 

He  replied  that  he  regretted  very  much  that  he  could 
not  then  offer  me  a  satisfactory  answer;  that  he  bad,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  mentioned  the  subject  in  Coun- 
cil, and  expressed  his  wish  that  the  negotiation  should  be 
brought  to  a  close;  that  he  thought  we  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect it;  that  he  had  stated  m  Council  that  his  own  situation 
was  unpleasant  in  being  compelled  to  meet  our  applica- 
tions for  a  decision  by  postponements;  that,  for  himself, 
he  preferred  an  immediate  examination  of  our  claims,  in 
order  that,  if  groundless,  they  might  be  definitively  re- 
jected; if  just,  that  they  might  be  admitted,  and  provision 
made  for  their  payment.  He  added  that,  although  he  did 
not  meet  in  Council  with  any  decided  opposition  to  the 
course  he  wisbed.to  pursue,  yet  it  was  believed  tliat  these 
claims  not  having  been  presented  at  the  general  settle- 
ment, and  being  now  of  ancient  date,  could  not  be  fairly 
examined  until  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Chambera. 

I  told  him  that  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  correspond- 
ence would  satisfy  any  impartial  mind  that  the  claims  to 
indemnity  ought  not  to  be  objected  to  on  either  of  tlie 
grounds  which  had    been  mentioned;  that  the   United 
States  had,  during  the  long  war  in  which  France  had  been 
involved,  preserved  their  neutrality;  that  they  had  no  share 
in  the  events  which  led  to  the  settlement  which   termi- 
nated that  war;  that,  in  reporting  the  settlement  of  the 
claims  on  France,  the  Duke  of  Richelieu  had  pronounced 
in  the  Chambers  that  she  had  discharged  her  engagements 
with,  and  satisfied  the  cbiims  of  the  European  Powers; 
omitting  the  American  claims  from  tlie  communication, 
they  bemg  reserved  for  discussion  and  settlement,  at  the 
express  suggestion  of  the  minister  of  the  United  States. 
1  observed  that,  as  early  as  the  date  of  the  obnoxious  de- 
crees, in  consequence   of  which  we  suffered  tlie  losses 
for  which  we  now  ask  indemnity,  our  minister  at  Paris 
had  remonstrated  against  them,  and  against  the  spoliations 
and  wrongs  we  suffered  under  them;  that  Mr.  Barlow  had 
been  sent  to  France,  instructed  to  demand  reparation  of 
the  Imperial  Government,  which,  but  for  his  unfortunate 
death,  he  would  probably  have  obtained;  that^  notwith- 
standing the  esstence  or  the  war  between  the  United 
SUtes  »nd  Great  BriUin,  Mr.  Crawford,  not  long  after 


Mr.  Barlow's  death,  arrived  in  Paris  with  instructions  and 
powers  to  carry  on  the  negotiation,  but  had  been  pre- 
vented from  proceeding  in  it,  by  the  g^reat  events  which 
happened  in  1814  and  1815;  that,  early  in  1816,  Mr.  Gal- 
latin arrived,  and,  after  presenting  the  claims,  continued 
during  nearly  seven  years  earnesuy  urging  their  settle- 
ment. I  concluded  by  mentioning  that  my  efforts  to  bring 
the  negotiation  to  a  close  had,  for  more  than  four  years, 
been  as  unremitted  as  they  had  been  unsuccessful,  and 
that  I  could  not,  under  these  circumstances,  conceive  how 
our  claims  could  be  objected  to  on  account  of  their  an- 
cient date.  He  repeated  what  he  had  already  said  as  to 
his  own  wish  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  close,  and  as- 
sured me  that  he  would  again,  as  soon  as  the  session  shall 
have  closed,  submit  the  question  in  Council,  and  transmit 
to  me  his  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  December. 

On  the  26th,  I  addressed  to  him  a  note,  of  which  1  have 
now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  consideration,  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BROWN. 
Uehrt  Cljlt,  &c.  Sec.  &c. 


Hon. 


Mr.  Brown  to  Count  jde  la  Ferronnays. 

Paris,  July  26,  1828. 

SiiK  in  the  interview  with  which  your  excellency  hon- 
ored me  on  the  24th  instant,  I  expressed  to  you  the  reg^t 
I  felt  at  the  delay,  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government, 
in  adjusting  the  claims  for  indemnity  on  behalf  of  certain 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  in  giving  an  answer  to 
my  letter  addressed  to  your  predecessor  on  the  19th  of 
last  December,  in  which  1  proposed  to  submit  to  arbitra- 
tion the  quesUon  arising  under  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Lousiana  treaty. 

The  intimation  given  me  by  you,  that  some  objection 
had  been  made  to  those  claims  because  they  had  not  been 
presented  with  those  of  the  allied  powers  anterior  to  the 
evacuation  of  France,  and  because  of  their  ancient  date, 
excited  some  surprise.  The  United  States  had  never 
been  parties  to  the  war  which  was  to  be  terminated  by 
that  liquidation,  but  had  always  occupied  a  neutral  posi- 
tion in  relation  to  France.  The  correspondence  between 
the  two  Governments,  if  carefully  examined,  will  prove 
that  any  postponement  of  the  adjustment  of  American 
claims  which  has  taken  place  is  attributable  to  the  French 
Government  alone,  which  has,  on  various  alleged  grounds, 
declined  entering  into  a  discusnon  of  them,  and  not  to  the 
United  States,  who  have  constantly  urged  their  final  set- 
tlement. 

Tour  excellency  has  expressed  to  me  your  intention 
agpun  to  submit  the  questions  now  depending  between 
France  and  the  United  States  to  the  Council,  so  soon  as 
the  urgent  business  of  the  sesnon  of  the  Chambers  shall 
have  terminated;  and  I  have  now  earnestly  to  request  that 
you  will  carefully  examine  the  whole  correspondence, 
and  particularly  notice  the  repeated  and  constant  efforts 
which  have  been  made  by  my  Government  to  obtain  a  set- 
tlement of  those  claims;  efforts  which,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  would  have  been  successful,  but  for  the  delays 
which  had  been  opposed  by  France  to  the  prog^ss  of 
the  negotiation. 

With  a  sincere,  and,  I  trust,  mutual  desire  to  settle 
these  questions,  which  are  the  only  ones  which  can,  by 
possibility,  disturb  the  harmony  which  has  so  long  and  so 
happily  existed  between  the  United  States  and  his  Majes- 
ty's Government,  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  bring  them  to  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

JAMES  BROWN. 
His  Ex.  Couirr  nx  la  Fsraovvats, 

MinUtar  of  Foreign  Affairdf  ^e.  Uc.  Uc. 
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SpofUtikmt  on  JImerietm  Cammert^ 


Mr.  Brown  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Fasib,  November  12, 1828. 

Sts:  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  having  retamed 
to  Paris  firom  the  mineral  waters  of  Germany,  where  he 
spent  some  weeks  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  I  address- 
ed to  him  a  note  requesting  an  intenriew. 

He  appointed  the  6th  instant  to  receive  me.  I  called 
upon  him  on  that  day,  and  reminded  him  of  the  promise 
he  had  made  me  at  our  last  conference  to  lay  before  the 
Council  the  American  claims  for  indemnity,  and  also  the 
proposition  I  had  made  to  submit  to  arbitration  the  ques- 
tion arising  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty 
of  cession;  and  I  expressed  my  anxiety  to  obtain  his  an- 
swer on  both  those  subjects. 

He  observed  that  he  regretted  to  find  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  ag^in  postponing  his  answer;  that  he  had 
more  than  once  mentioned  the  subject  in  Council;  that 
there  appeared  to  be  some  divermty  of  opinion  respecting 
our  claims;  certain  persons  intimating  that,  as  they  arose 
under  the  Government  of  Napoleon,  the  present  dynasty 
was  not  responsible  for  them;  others  believing  that  the 
claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  ought  to  have 
been  presented  and  adjusted  contemporaneously  with 
those  of  the  subjects  of  European  sovereigns:  that  it  was 
his  intention  again  to  bring  the  Question  before  the  Coun- 
cil, which  would  avul  itself  of  the  information  which 
might  be  derived  from  Count  de  Rayenal,  who,  hav- 
ing been  employed  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs 
at  the  time  when  our  claims  aninst  France  originated, 
could  probably  throw  much  light  on  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  them.  He  observed  that  the  con- 
stant neutrality  of  the  United  States  during  the  wars  in 
which  France  was  involved  anterior  to  the  restoration, 
and  the  appeals  they  had  made,  not  to  force,  but  to  rea- 
son and  justice,  in  order  to  obtain  the  liquidation  of  their 
claims,  constituted  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  them. 
He  concluded  by  repeating  what  he  had  said  on  former 
occasions,  that  no  person  could  denre,  more  than  he  did, 
that  all  the  matters  in  dispute  between  the  two  nations 
should  be  brought  to  an  amicable  conclusion. 

I  observed  that  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to 
our  claims,  as  stated  b^  him,  had  already  been  met,  as  I 
conceived,  by  conclusive  answers;  that  I  regfretted  every 
renewed  postponement  of  the  question  the  more  deeply, 
inasmuch  as  the  ancient  date  of  our  claims  had  been  sug- 

Sssted  as  an  objection  to  them;  and  that  I  sincerely  hoped 
at  the  time  would  soon  arrive  when  we  might  commence 
the  discussion  with  that  mutual  disposition  to  terminate  it 
satisfactorily,  which  I  hoped  was  felt  by  both  Govern- 
ments. 

He  promised  me  his  early  attention  to  it;  and,  as  I  could 
see  no  probable  advantage  which  could  be  derived  from 
pressing  the  business  further  at  this  time,  we  terminated 
the  interview. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  consideration,  sir, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BROWN. 


Mr.  Mwea  to  Mr.  Fan  Buren. 

[No.  5.]  Paris,  Novtmbar  7,  1829. 

Dbah  Sib:  In  my  last  communication  I  mentioned  that 
I  had  requested  a  conference  with  the  Prince  de  Polignac, 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  his  attention  to  the  principal 
subjects  with  which  I  was  charged,  and  that  he  had  fixed 
Monday,  the  2d  day  of  this  month,  for  the  interview.  On 
that  day,  accordingly,  I  waited  on  him,  and  opened  the 
conference,  on  my  part,  by  observing  that  there  were  se- 
veral questions  of  considerable  interest  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  France,  which  remaned  unsettled.    That 


the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  being  sincerely  dearons 
of  cultivating  the  most  friendly  relations  with  his  Majestj's 
Government,  and  fearing  that,  if  these  questioiis  sbooM 
remain  longer  unsettled,  they  would  create  feelim^ofdis- 
satisfiiction,  and  tend  greatly  to  impair  the  good  onder- 
standing  which  had  heretofore  existed,  was  aaxioiis  that 
they  should  be  now  disposed  of.  That  the  moA  ivport- 
ant  of  these  questions  was  that  which  related  to  tbe  in- 
demnity due  to  us  for  the  various  and  aggravated  mjuies 
committed  upon  our  neutral  rights  and  comnierce  by  the 
former  Government  of  France.  That  this  claim  bad  been 
pending  for  a  very  long  time:  that  it  had  never  ceased  to 
be  prosecuted  by  us  with  a  thorough  C€>nviction  of  its  jus- 
tice; but  that  it  had  never  yet  been  decided  cm  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Here  the  Prince  interposed,  by  remarking  that  te 
«  feared  it  had  been  decided  on  that  they  had  nothiog  to 
do  with  the  acts  of  Bonaparte." 

I  replied  that,  without  occupying  his  time  at  that  ^y 
ment  with  any  argument  in  support  of  the  doctrine,  1 
would  only  remark,  that  we  considered  it  an  estab&sbed 
principle  that  the  acts  of  the  existing  Government  of  a 
country  (especially  one  which  had  been  so  loqg  recog- 
nised by  the  other  Powers  of  the  world  as  that  of  Rom- 
parte)  attached  to  the  nation,  and  devolved,  witfa  ail  their 
consequences  and  responsibilities,  upon  cveiy  soceeedm^ 
Government  which  should  administer  the  spiffs  of  the  na- 
tion, and  that  this  principle  had  been  practically  admitted 
by  his  Majesty's  Government  at  the  period  ot  the  restoiip 
tion,  in  the  various  indemnities  granted  to  the  sHicd  save> 
reigns  for  injuries  and  losses  proceeding  from  the  acts  of 
Bonaparte. 

The  Prince  then  remarked  that  he  did  not  think  t^ 
any  of  the  cases  in  which  indemnities  had  been  granted  to 
the  allied  sovereigns  were  the  same  as  ours.     To  which  I 
replied,  that,  although  the  cases  might  not  be  identaal  ia 
their  individual  circumstances,  the  claim  to  indemmifica* 
tion  proceeded  on  one  and  the  same  prindple  in  sB,  to 
wit,  the  obligation  of  the  present  Government  of  Franoe 
to  repair  injuries  and  losses  occasioned  by  the  acts  of  (he 
preceding  Government.     I  also  remarked,  that  if  aay  dis- 
crimination were  to  be  made  between  the  United  States 
andTthe  allied  Powers,  we  might  reasonably  expect  a  more 
favorable  consideration  for  our  claims  than  theirs;  for. 
while  those  Powers  had  neither  regarded  the  oonveniencc 
nor  consulted  the  free  will  of  France  in  presmng-  ibeir  de- 
mands at  the  time,  and  under  the  circuinstanca  they  ti^ 
we  had,  without  ever  having  relaxed  tn  the  friendly  pro> 
secution  of  ours,  patiently  waited  for  th^r  final  adyUkt- 
ment  until  she  haa  recovered  from  her  embarrassnneiits, 
and  had  heretofore  relied  exclusively  on  the  moral  ener- 
gies of  justice  and  reason  to  sustain  them.    I  also  added, 
that,  instead  of  his  Msjesty's  Government  having  hereto- 
fore decided  against  our  claims,  as  he  seenaed  to  suppo^r 
we  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  nnany  of  his  lla}cstr*i 
ministers,  the  predecessors  of  his  excellency  in  the  De- 
partment of  Foreign  Affairs,  had  entertained  and  ejniita- 
ed  far  diflTerent  opinions  concerning  them.     I  then  reSe> 
red,  in  very  general  terms,  to  the  favorable  sentimeBtscr- 
derstood  to  have  been  entertained  or  expressed,  by  tbe 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  Viscount  de  Montmorency,  Mr'  \^ 
lele,  and  tbe  Compte  de  la  Ferronnays,  and  added,  thf 
we  should  expect  not  less  favorable  views  when  he  a::^ 
to  investigate  the  subject,  from  his  own  elevated  aessx^  d 
justice. 

To  this  he  replied,  that  whatever  wsis  just  n^  be 
done;  that  he  did  not  profess  to  be  particolarhr 
ed  with  the  subject;  that  the  papers  relatingf  to  is 
all  in  his  department;  that  he  would  examine  th< 
as  practicable,  and,  when  he  had  done  so»  would  is«^ 
me  to  another  interview. 

I  then  called  his  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  <Sscr> 
rainating  duties  levied  on  the  cai^goesof  Amerscsui  vcsels 
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which  had  louclied  at  intermediate  ports  in  their  vo)  u,:^e 
to  France;  explained  to  him  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  bad  been  done,  and  that  we  considered  it  a 
manifest  departure  from  the  commercial  convention  of 
1822,  which,  entirely  silent  as  to  the  character  of  the 
voyage,  either  as  direct  or  indirect,  made  tbe  national  cha- 
racter of  the  cargo  and  the  vessel  the  sole  condition  of  its 
benefits. 

He  remarked  that,  where  vessels  stopped  at  interme- 
diate ports,  there  was  always  danger  of  fraud,  and  that 
articles  not  the  produce  of  the  United  States  might  be 
added  to  the  cargo.  To  which  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  no  other  reply  than  that,  in  the  cases  which  had 
occurred,  no  fraud  was  alleged,  and  that  the  fact  was 
proved,  beyond  question,  that  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
were  wholly  of  the  United  States  origin  and  ownership. 

I  then  mentioned  to  him  the  promptitude  with  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  had,  on  the  repre- 
sentation of  Baron  Mareuil,  given  orders  for  the  restitu- 
tion of  the  discriminating  duties  which  had  been  demand- 
ed by  its  custom-house  officers  in  the  instance  (much  less 
clearly  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  convention)  of  French 
vessels  which  had  not  merely  touched,  but  actually  dis- 
posed of  a  portion  of  their  cargoes  in  the  French  West 
India  islands,  which  seemed  to  strike  him  with  considera- 
ble force.  lie  said  he  would  examine  the  papers  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  and,  when  he  had  done  so, 
v/ould  let  me  hear  from  him. 

I  thought  this  first  occasion  of  opening  the  subjects  of 
my  official  intercourse  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs a  fit  one  for  communicating  to  him  other  acts  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  which,  manifesting  the 
liberal  spirit  of  our  councils  towards  France,  would  have 
a  tendency,  I  hoped,  to  elicit  corresponding  dispositions 
on  the  part  of  her  Government  towards  us.  In  this  view, 
I  explained  to  him,  with  some  detail,  the  recent  and  high- 
ly favorable  regulations  of  our  tariff  in  regard  to  tl»c  most 
interesting  objects  of  the  industry  and  commerce  of 
France — her  silks  and  her  wines.  1  represented  to  him 
that  some  of  these  regulations  were  special  favors  grant- 
ed to  France,  and  proceeded  from  a  sincere  desire  to 
streng^then  our  good  understanding  with  her  by  substan- 
tial advantages  given  to  her  trade;  that,  in  thus  evincing 
the  friendly  sentiments  of  the  United  States  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  we  were  encouraged  to  hope  for  such 
reciprocal  dispositions  on  its  part,  as  would  not  only  lead 
to  a  more  equal  adjustment  of  the  commercial  relations 
of  the  two  countries,  but  to  a  just  and  equitable  settle- 
ment of  all  the  other  questions  now  pending  between 
tlieni;  and  that  I  should  be  proud,  at  all  times,  to  concur 
witb  his  excellency  in  every  measure  calculated  to  give 
the  fullest  effect  to  these  dispositions  on  both  sides. 

The  Prince  very  frankly,  and  with  apparent  satisfac- 
tion, recognised  in  the  acts  to  which  I  referred,  evidences 
of  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the  United  States  towards 
France,  and  said  that  I  might  be  assured  he  would  do  every 
filing  on  his  part  to  preserve  the  friendship  which  had 
ficretofore  existed.  He  concluded,  by  repeating  that  he 
ivoiild  examine,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  two  subjects  I 
lail  presented  to  his  consideration,  and,  when  he  had 
lone  so,  would  invite  me  to  another  interview. 

In  taking  leave  of  him,  I  expressed  the  hope  that  his 
?.\umination  would  be  attended  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
,il>li*,  as  that  which  had  already  taken  place  in  the  scttle- 
nent  of  these  questions  had  given  rise  to  feelings  of  dis- 
:ontent  in  ttic  United  Stites,  which,  if  there  should  conti- 
lue  to  be  occasion  for  them,  might  derogate  very  much 
Vom  the  force  of  the  motives  now  felt  by  both  Govern- 
nents  to  cultivate  a  friendly  intercourse  with  each  other. 

The  object  of  this  interview  being  a  mere  preliminary 
exposition  of  the  subjects  1  was  instructed  to  present  to 
he  consideration  of  the  French  Government,  and  with 
vhich  it  was  evident  the  new  minister  had  very  little  pre- 
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vious  acquaintance,  I  did  not  think  it  either  necessary  or 
proper  to  enter  into  any  formal  discussion  of  them  at  that 
time.  I  therefore  contented  myself  with  such  observa- 
tions, en  passant,  as  his  own  remarks  of  the  same  charac- 
ter would  alone  have  justified.  The  next  interview,  in 
developing  the  more  mature  and  better  informed  views  of 
the  minister,  will,  in  all  probability,  call  for  more  precise 
and  detailed  discussion  on  my  part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vaw  Buren,  Sec^y  of  State. 

Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
[No.  7.]  Paris,  November  19,  1829. 

Dear  Sir:  Not  having  yet  received  from  Prince  Po- 
lignac  an  invitation  to  another  interview  on  the  subject  of 
my  conference  with  him  of  the  2d  instant,  I  infer  that  he 
has  not  completed  the  examination  he  then  promised  me 
to  make  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  Considering  the 
great  extent  of  one  of  those  subjects  especially,  and  tbe 
mass  of  papers  in  which  it  is  now  involved,  a  good  deal 
of  time  must  be  necessarily  allowed  for  the  investigtition, 
to  one  to  whom  the  whole  matter  is  new,  and  whose  at- 
tention, it  is  understood,  has  been  cotemporaneously  oc- 
cupied by  other  very  urgent  interests,  as  well  foreign  as 
domestic. 

The  modifications  of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople  in  re- 
gard to  the  amount  of  the  Turkish  indemnity,  and  the 
military  occupation  of  the  Russians,  (which  it  is  believed 
that  this  Government  has  co-operated  with  that  of  Great 
Britain  in  urging  on  the  Emperor  Nicholas,)  the  changes 
of  interior  organization  consequent  on  the  new  ministry, 
the  surveillance  of  an  active  opposition,  and,  lastly,  seri- 
ous divisions  among  the  ministers  themselves,  have,  it  is 
supposed,  furnished  full  employment,  for  some  time  past, 
to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  his  colleagues. 

This  last  source  of  distraction  has  terminated,  for  the 
present,  by  the  resignation  of  Count  de  la  Bourdonnaye^ 
Minister  of  the  Interior,  and  one  of  the  most  able,  as 
well  as  obnoxious  of  the  ministers;  the  transfer  of  Mr. 
M  ontbel  from  the  Department  of  Ecclesiastical  Affairs 
and  Public  Instruction  to  that  of  the  Interior,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Guernon  de  Ranville,  not  heretofore  of 
the  ministry,  to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Montbel,  all  of  which 
changes  are  announced  by  an  ordonnance  of  the  King 
published  this  morning.  Prince  Polignac  has,  at  the 
same  time,  been  constituted  President  of  the  Council  of 
Ministers;  the  proposition  for  which  is  said  to  have  been 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  resignation  of  Count  de  la 
Bourdonnaye. 

These  changes,  it  is  supposed,  will  bring  with  them  no 
change  in  the  spirit  or  policy  of  the  administration;  and, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  language  of  the  anti-ministerial 
journals  on  the  occasion,  are  not  likely  to  be  accepted  by 
the  opposition  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  to  them. 

The  spirits  of  the  latter  are  much  elevated,  and  those 
of  the  court  said  to  be  depressed  in  a  corresponding  de- 
gree, by  the  recent  election  (to  supply  a  vacancy)  of  a 
liberal  deputy,  by  tlie  town  of  Bordeaux,  heretofore  so 
distinguished  for  its  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  doc* 
trines  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  personified  in  the  present 
ministry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Hon.  M.  Vak  Bure^,  Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  Hives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren. 

[No.  8.]  Paris,  December  17, 1829. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will  perceive,  from  the  enclosed  note, 

that,  after  waiting  for  some  time  for  the  promised  invita- 

I  tion  of  Prince  Polignac  to  another  interview  on  the  sub^ 
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tain  that  his  Bfajesty's  Government  had  heretofore  decid- 
ed against  our  claims;  and  reviewed,  somewhat  in  detail^ 
the  hUtoiT  of  the  negotiation,  for  the  purpose  of  dipp- 
ing that  the  failure  to  settle  them  was  in  no  sense  a  re/cc- 


jects  of  my  former  conference  with  him,  I  determined  to 
ask  one  myself.    The  situation  of  the  minister,  as  being 
heretofore  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion between  the  two  Goremments,  and  having  been    -„  ,   ,  *.  •   .  ^  ii.*— .1  ^o».s^.«t^i«« 
very  much  occupied  with  other  affairs,  both  foreign  and  Won,  but  proceeded  from  various  ''''^}^^.^°^ 
domestic,  since  L  came  into  office,  seemed  to  me  /airly  alleged  as  grounds  of  ^^^^'^^^'^^y^^^J^:^ 
to  claim  for  him  a  liberal  allowance  of  time  for  his  inves- ♦-  K..„..^«m^„.-^.  ,ninr.«*t  of  theo«t«i. 

tigations.     For  this  reason,  as  well  as  that,  under  existmg 

circumstances,  the  manifestation  of  impatience  on  my  part 

could  do  no  good,  and  might  possiblv  do  harm,  I  forbore 

to  ask  an  interview  earlier,  especially  as,  in  one  or  two      --^  -    -    .  ,  . 

casual  meetings  with  him,  of  which  I  profited  to  recall  his  had  been  misUken. 

Stention  to  the  matters  I  had  presented  for  his  considers.      i  then  referred  to  Uie  idea  intimated  by  him  in  our  fiist 


ponements,  too,  being  accompanied,  in  most  of  the  iostu- 
ces,   with  expressions  of  opinions,  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  decidedly  &vorable  to  the  iatriiinc 
validity  of  a  large  portion  of  our  claims. 
He  said  very  promptly  that,  on  this  point,  he  finnd  be 


interview,  that  his  Majesty's  Government  could  not  be 
held  answerable  for  the  acts  of  Bonaparte;  amd  remarked 
that,  independently  of  the  long-settled  and  weU-cstabEi- 
ed  principles  of  international  responnbility  in  such  cue^ 
there  were  considerations  connected  with  the  Amencu 
claims,  which  made  it  clearly  equiuble  that  his  Majesty's 


tion,  he  informed  me  that  he  was  then  engaged  in  investi 
gating  them. 

The  time,  however,  seemed  to  me  at  length  to  have 
arrived  when  a  further  acquiescence  in  this  delay,  on  my 
part,  miffht  be  subject  to  misconstruction  in  regard  to  the 

importance  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  l  ciaims,  wnicn  maac  ix  c.c»r.jr  chux«u.c  "TJ^ J-^J ' 
attiched  to  the  demands  I  had  presented.     I,  therefore.  Government  should  mdemmfy  us  for  theac  wrongs  of 
on  the  10th  instant,  addressed  the  enclosed  note  to  Prince  Bonaparte?  that  most  of  the  property  for  whicJi  we  nw 
Folignac,  to  which  I  received  his  answer,  fixing  Monday, 
the  14th  instant,  for  the  interview. 

He  opened  the  interview  on  that  day,  by  saying  that  he 
was  not  yet  ready  to  discuss  with  me  the  principal  subject 
I  had  presented  to  his  consideration;  that  he  had  been 
verv  much  engaged,  as  he  presumed  I  was  aware,  with 
other  matters;  that  the  subject  itself  was  a  complicated 
one,  and  involved  in  a  large  mass  of  documents  and  pa- 
pers, some  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  from  other 
parts  of  Europe;  that  the  whole  subject  was  now  under- 
going examination,  but  that  he  had  as  yet  been  able  to  ac- 
quire only  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  it  himself. 

I  remarked  that  it  was  hardly  necessary  to  trouble  him- 
self with  all  the  details  he  had  alluded  to;  that  the  general 
character  of  our  claims,  and  the  principles  applicable  to 
them,  lay  ^thin  a  much  narrower  compass,  and  could  be 
Kadily  gleaned  from  the  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  here  between  the  respective  organs  of  the  two  Go- 
vernments. 

He  said  he  was  aware  of  this,  but  that,  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance,  he  preferred  having  a  view  of  every 
thing,  however  minute,  himself,  and  that,  moreover,  be 
wished  to  put  down  his  views  in  writing. 

I  then  repeated  the  hope,  which  I  had  already  very 
earnestly  expressed,  that  he  would  suffer  as  little  delay  as 
possible  to  occur  in  the  further  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject; and  I  endeavored  to  impress  upon  him  the  import- 
ance of  an  early  attention  to  it,  by  alluding  to  the  recent 
proceedings  in  the  United  States,  which  manifested  the 
deep  interest  felt  in  it  by  the  nation:  to  which  I  added 
that  the  Government  entirely  sympathized  in  this  national 
sentiment;  that  the  question  was  considered  not  as  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  individuals  onl^,  but,  from  the  nature 
01  the  outrages  which  had  given  rise  to  the  claims  of  our 
citizens,  as  one  deeply  involving  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  Government  and  nation;  and  that,  m  all  its  bearing^, 
the  subject  must  exert  un  important  influence  on  the  fu- 
ture relations  of  the  two  countries. 

The  Prince  renewed  his  promise  to  examine  the  sub- 
ject with  as  little  delay  as  the  nature  of  the  investigation, 
and  his  other  engagements,  would  admit;  and  here  the 
interview  seemed  to  have  reached  its  termination.  But, 
after  a  short  pause,  he  remarked  that  what  he  was  about 
to  say  he  hoped  I  would  not  consider  as  the  expression  of 
an  opinion;  but  he  must  say  that,  as  far  as  he  had  yet 
gone  in  the  investigation  of  our  claims,  he  did  not  view 
them  in  the  same  favorable  light  that  I  did. 

I  thouglit  this  a  fit  opening  for  meeting  some  of  the 
prepossessions  which  my  first  interview  with  him  had  dis- 
closed the  existence  of  on  his  part;  and  I  took  advantage 
of  it  accordingly. 
I  adverted  &st  to  the  impressions  he  seemed  to  enter- 


claimed  compensation,  had  been  actually  appfied  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  French  Government,  had  sappfied 
the  place  of  national  contributions  or  pubfic  Iobib^  and 
diminished,  by  so  much,  the  burdens  which  had  heen  im- 
posed on  the  nation,  or  which  had  descended  hfxa  Bo- 
naparte upon  his  Majesty's  Government;  and  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  and  the  French  n^iona  having  thus 
received  the  benefit  of  the  wron^  cooiaaXted,  were  in 
equity,  as  well  as  on  the  sterner  pnnciplea  of  intematiioeal 
law,  now  bound  to  repair  them. 

He  said  this  argument  might  be  admitted  to  be  a  good 
one,  if  its  effect  were  not  to  subject  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  new  and  indefinite  demands  from  the  Europas 
Powers.  That,  at  the  period  of  the  restoration,  tfaey 
claimed  nothing  on  behalf  of  their  subjects  for  property 
forcibly  taken  away,  but  only  for  supplies  funusbed  by 
virtue  of  contracts. 

I  replied  that  the  American  claims  seemed  to  me  to 
present  a  much  stronger  case;  for,  while  the  subjects  of 
the  European  Powers  had  voluntarily  yielded  their  pro- 
perty to  tne  purposes,  and  advanced  it  on  the  credit  of 
the  usurping  Government,  that  of  our  citizen!^  not  les 
serviceable  in  supplying  the  real  wants  of  the  nation,  hid 
been  appropriated,  by  the  violence  of  the  Government, 
without  tiieir  consent,  constituting,  in  effbctg  a  spcdes  of 
forced  loan. 

I  also  remarked  that  I  did  not  underskaiid  that  the  re- 
clamations of  the  European  Powers,  which  had  befcn  si- 
lowed  by  his  Majesty's  Government,  were  confined  to 
cases  of  contract.  The  arrangement  with  Great  Britaio, 
particularly,  made  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  responsbk 
for  "  all  property,  real  or  personal,  of  Britisli  subjects 
which  had  been  unlawfully  confiscated  since  1792.*' 

I  also  mentioned,  as  exceptions  to  the  supposed  prii^I- 
ple,  two  very  striking  examples  in  .the  arrvigement  wiia 
the  continental  Powers:  The  first,  that  of  the  Hambor^ 
bank,  from  which  Marshal  Davoust,  in  the  3'car   1SI3, 
forcibly  abstracted  funds  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  mflliors 
of  francs,  and  for  which  his  Majesty's  Government,  e 
pursuance  of  the  third  article  of  the  convention  of  tie 
20th  November,  1815,  with  the  continental  Powers,  1^ 
made  compensation  by  a  special  convention  with  the  S^ 
nate  of  Hamburg,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1816^  the 
second,  that  of  the  merchants  of  the   Grand   Ouchr  lC 
Berg,  in  whose  hands  Bonaparte  had,  by  an  arbitrarr^Bi 
capricious  order,  issued  at  Nossen  on  the  8th  day  ^l^f> 
1813,  seized  and  confiscated  a  large  amount  of  cckieai 
produce,  (sugar,  coffee,  cotton,  &c.,)  and  whose  recbr 
mations  were  allowed  by  the  fourth  article  oi  the  «^* 
vention  of  20th  November,  1815,  above  mentioned,  a!^ 
afterwards  paid  by  his  Maiesty's  Government^  ia^ud.9g 
interest  as  well  as  principal. 
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To  these  observationa  the  Prince  replied,  bv  resolving^, 
through  the  medium  of  implications  more  or  less  remote, 
the  indemnities  granted  to  British  subjects  into  cases  of 
contract;  and  as  the  other  cases  mentioned  did  not  admit 
of  any  being  explained  away  by  that  ingenious  process, 
he  said,  generally,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  principles  of  its  policy,  dealing  alike 
with  all  established  Governments,  and  abstaining  from 
any  participation  in  the  contests  which  questions  of  right 
had  given  rise  to  in  Europe,  did  not  come  within  the  in- 
fluence of  all  the  considerations  which  naturally  applied 
in  favor  of  the  European  Powers  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  ^reat  struggle  which  had  terminated  in  the  restoration 
of  his  Majesty  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors. 

He  added,  that  whatever  might  be  the  ultimate  opinion 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of 
American  citizens,  no  money  could  be  had  to  satisfy  them 
but  by  recourse  to  the  Chambers;  and  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent (^sposition  of  parties,  it  remained  to  be  seen  whether 
the  ministers  had  mfluence  enough  with  those  bodies  to 
obtain  the  ordinary  supplies. 

I  need  not  extend  this  communication  by  repeating 
here  the  obvious  replies  which  some  of  these  remarks 
suggested.  It  was  apparent,  through  the  whole  course 
of  the  conversation,  that  the  Prince,  under  a  sense  of  the 
precariousness  of  his  situation,  had  not  seriously  turned 
his  attention  to  a  subject  of  which  it  was  doubtful  how 
long  he  might  have  the  official  cognizance,  and  that  he 
sought  only  to  make  the  most  plausible  excuses  for  delay. 
I  fear  that,  while  this  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  ministers  to  sustain  themselves  shall  continue,  no 
effective  negotiation,  favorable  or  otherwise,  can  be  com- 
menced. 

Some  days  ago  Paris  was  full  of  rumors  as  to  im- 
pending and  radical  changes  in  the  composition  of  the 
ministry.  It  was  confidently  asserted  that  a  distinguished 
personage  had  received  the  royal  mandate  to  form  a 
new  administration;  and  that,  in  pursuance  of  it,  propo- 
sitions were  made  to  several  individuals  who  had  formed 
a  part  of  the  late  ministry,  but  who  declined  to  associate 
themselves  with  the  leading  member  of  the  present  mi- 
nistry, whom  it  was  desired  still  to  reUin.  Since  the  fail- 
ure of  this  effort,  it  is  supposed  that  the  ministers  have 
taken  the  resolution  to  abide  their  chances  before  the 
Chambers,  and  that  they  will  henceforward  adopt  a  course 
jf  energy  and  boldness  in  the  spirit  of  their  system, 
ivhich  will  give  a  more  marked  development  to  the  issue 
>etween  them  and  their  adversaries,  and  render  the  vic- 
tory, on  whichever  side  it  may  be,  more  permanent  and 
lecisive.  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 


Paris,  Deeember  10,  1829. 

The  undersigned,  hoping  that  the  time  which  has 
lapsed  since  his  conference  with  his  excellency  the 
*rince  de  Polignac,  on  the  second  of  the  last  month,  has 
nabled  him  to  examine  the  subjects  which  he  then  had 
le  honor  to  present  to  his  excellency's  consideration,  re- 
uests  the  favor  of  another  interview,  at  such  a  time  as 
lay  suit  his  excellency's  convenience. 

The  undersigned  embraces,  with  pleasure,  this  occa- 
on  to  reiterate  to  his  excellency  the  Prince  de  Polignac 
ic  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 

W.  C.  RIVES; 

H.  £.  the  PaiircsDX  Poliohao,  &c.  &c. 


Pabis,  December  10,  1829. 
Xhe  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers  will  have 
e  honor  to  receive  Mr.  Rives  on  Monday,  the  14th  in- 
int,  at  half  past  twelve. 
Mr.  RiYsS|  &c.  &C.&C. 


Mr,  Bites  to  Mr.  Van  Bmrtn. 
[No.  9.]  Pakis,  January  7, 1830. 

Dbab  Sir:  In  the  communication  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nor to  address  to  you  on  the  17th  of  the  last  mon^h,  I  re- 
ferred, ^nerally,  in  reciting  a  conversation  which  I  had  had 
with  Pnnce  Polignac,  to  some  cases  of  European  indem- 
nities mentioned  by  me  as  not  reconcilable  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  responsibility  for  contracts  only,  which  the 
Prince  had  stated  was  the  sole  basis  of  all  the  indemnities 
g^nted  by  the  present  Government  of  France  to  subiects 
of  the  European  Powers.  As  those  cases  have  not  been 
brought  into  view  heretofore,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  I 
have  supposed  it  proper  to  submit  to  you,  as  I  now  do  In 
the  accompanying  paper,  a  fuller  statement  and  expla- 
nation of  them,  vouched  by  the  authorities  on  which  mey 
rest. 

I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Prince  Polignac  requesting 
another  conference,  to  which  I  have  not  yet  received  his 
answer  appointing  a  time  for  the  purpose. 

No  important  change  in  the  political  condition  of  the 
country  has  occurred  since  my  li^t  communication.  The 
ministry,  contrary  to  the  expectations  entertained  by  ma- 
ny, still  maintains  its  negative  attitude,  avoiding  the  re- 
sponsibility of  any  of  those  new  measures  which  have 
been  raid  to  enter  into  its  system.  The  Chambers,  which 
bad  been  expected  to  meet  early  in  the  next  month,  it  it 
now  supposed  will  not  be  convoked  till  some  time  ia 
March.  This  delay,  connected  with  the  circumstance  of 
the  continued  inaction  of  the  ministry  affording  no  fresh 
cause  of  discontent,  certainly  adds  to  uieir  chances  of  ob- 
taining a  majority  in  the  Chambers,  by  giving  more  time 
for  the  excitement  of  the  opposition  to  wear  itself  out, 
and  for  themselves  to  profit  of  the  various  resources  of 
influence  and  propitiation  which  they  have  at  their  dis- 
posal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  g^at  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vav  Buasir, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S.  The  ordonnance  of  the  Kin?  has  just  been  pub- 
lished, convoking  the  Chambers  for  me  2d  day  of  March. 

Mr.  Bivea  to  Mir.  Van  Buren. 
[No.  11.]  Paris,  January  16,  1830. 

Dear  Sir:  The  interview  with  Prince  Polignac,  which 
you  were  informed  by  my  last  despatch  I  had  requested, 
took  place,  by  his  appointment,  on  the  11th  instant.  In 
the  course  of  it,  much  that  had  already  been  said  was  re- 
peated, with  trifling  variations.  I  had  the  satisfaction, 
however,  to  perceive  that  the  representations  I  had  made 
to  him  in  previous  interviews  had  had  the  effect,  at  least, 
of  awakening  his  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  he  had  been  looking  into  it  seriously. 

He  commenced  the  conversation,  by  observing  that  he 
did  not  see  on  what  principle  we  could  claim  compensa- 
tion for  the  injuries  committed  under  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees;  that,  however  unjust  in  themselves,  they 
constituted  the  law  of  the  land  at  the  time^  but  that  there 
was  another  class  of  injuries  which  stood  on  a  diflerent 
ground — mentioning  the  vessels  burnt  at  sea. 

I  replied  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  though 
nominally  the  kw  of  the  land,  were  in  conflict  with  a  su- 
perior law — ^the  established  law  of  nations;  and  that  they 
violated,  at  the  same  time,  express  and  positive  stipula- 
tions of  existing  treaties  between  France  and  the  United 
States;  that,  therefore,  with  whatever  forms  of  authority 
they  may  have  been  clothed,  thev  were  absolute  nullities 
in  the  eye  of  public  law,  and  could  give  no  validity  to  any 
thing  done  under  them. 

He  said  he  did  not  perceive  how  this  reuoning  could 
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be  reconciled  with  the  general  doctrine  on  which  we  held 
the  present  Government  of  France  to  be  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  Bonaparte.  He  understood  that  doctrine  to 
be,  that  Bonaparte's  Government  was  to  be  reg^arded  as 
being,  at  the  time,  the  lawful  Government  of  France:  if 
so,  its  acts  in  the  form  of  law  must  be  respected;  that  if 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  be  treated  as  nulli- 
ties, other  acts  of  the  same  formal  character  should  also 


effects  had  fallen  almost  exclusively  on  the  neutral  ctan- 
merce  of  the  United  States.  I  adverted  to  the  different 
character  of  the  relations  in  which  the  other  Powers  of 
Europe  stood  to  France,  (they  being  either  her  allies  or 
enemies,  while  the  United  States  were  neutral,)  as  giving 
rise,  of  course,  to  a  different  description  of  claims  os  their 
part;  and  remarked  on  the  obvious  injustice  there  vould 
be  in  holding  the  United  States  concluded  by  an  amnge- 


be  set  aside;  and  mentioned,  as  an  example,  the  treaty  jment  to  which  not  only  they  were  not  a  party  themselTts, 
for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  which  Bonaparte,  having  no  *^  "         "*-  -  '^  ^  *-^  '      *         *— *'      '-'      '" 

just  title  to,  could  not,  in  strictness,  make  a  valid  convey- 
ance of;  that,  if  acts  which  operated  against  us  were  to  be 
set  aside  as  null  and  void,  the  rules  of  reciprocal  justice 
required  that  similar  acts,  when  they  operated  in  our  fa- 
vor, should  also  be  set  aside.  He  added  that,  in  their  own 
internal  concerns,  Bonaparte  had  committed  many  wrong- 
ful acts  in  the  form  of  law,  but  that  they  had  been  acqui- 
esced in.  He  instanced  particularly  the  deprivation  of  the 
emigi*ant6  of  their  estates,  which  had  never  been  restored 
to  the  rightful  proprietors. 

I  replied  that  the  principle  on  which  our  reclamations 
against  his  Majesty's  Government  for  the  acts  of  Bona- 
parte rested,  was  this:  that,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  and  the  established  principles  of  public  law,  Bona- 
parte's Government,  as  the  actual  Government  of  the 
French  nation  at  the  time,  was  to  be  regarded  by  foreign 
Powers  (who  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  domestic 
politics  of  France)  as  competent  to  act  for  and  bind  the 
nation  to  the  same  extent  as  a  rightful  sovereign,  and  that 
succeeding  Governments,  therefore,  were  responsible  for 
its  acts;  that  the  effects  of  this  responsibility,  however, 
were  different,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  subject- 
matter;  that  where  the  acts  of  Bonaparte  were  such  as  so- 
vereigns may  rightfully  perform,  the  responsibility  of  the 
succeeding  Government  is  to  abide  by  and  fulfil  them? 
but  where  they  were  such  as  no  sovereign,  however  legi- 
timate, could  lawfully  perform,  the  responsibility  is  to 
correct  and  redress  tliem.  That  this  obvious  considera- 
tion suggests,  at  once,  the  distinction  betw  cen  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Louisiana 
treaty  on  the  other.  The  alienation  of  territory  is  an  act 
which  sovereigns  are  competent  to  execute,  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  frequently  do  execute;  Bonaparte's  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana is  therefore  valid.  The  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
being  gross  violations  of  tlie  public  law  and  the  faith  of  trea- 
ties,  are  such  acts  as  no  sovereign  can  rightfully  perform, 
and  must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  null  and  void.  I  add- 
ed that  the  course  pursued  by  his  Majesty's  Government 
in  regard  to  the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  the  other  case  which 
his  excellency  had  referred  to,  had  always  been  regarded 
by  us  as  a  clear  recognition  of  the  principle  on  which  our 
reclamations  rested.  His  Majesty's  Government  had 
claimed,  very  strenuously,  certain  privileges  under  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  which  could  be  on  no 
other  principle  than  that  the  authority  which  made  it, 
however  deficient  in  moral  right,  was  practically  compe- 
tent to  this  highest  function  of  sovereignty.  The  sale  of 
the  emigrants'  estates,  in  being  confirmed,  was,  in  like 
manner,  recognised  as  the  emanation  of  a  competent  so. 
vereign  authority,  though  that  consideration,  while  it  left 
the  purchasers  undisturbed  in  their  possession,  had  not 
prevented  his  Majesty's  Government  from  repairing  the 
injustice  of  the  act,  by  granting  a  million  in  indemnities 
to  the  original  proprietors.  The  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  asked  the  application  of  no  other  rule  than  this 
to  the  claims  of  its  citizens. 

To  these  observations  the  Prince  offered  no  reply.  He 
remarked  that,  in  the  settlement  with  tlie  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, no  claims  were  allowed  which  had  arisen  under  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  though  those  decrees  were  ap- 
plicable to  them  as  well  as  to  the  United  States. 

I  answered  that,  although  those  decrees  were,  in  their 
terms,  applicable  to  all  nations,  yet,  in  point  of  fact,  their 


but  no  other  Power  of  influence,  havin^^  ^milar  ictotsts 
with  them,  was  a  party. 

The  Prince  said  it  was  impossible  to  redress  all  the 
wrongs  of  Bonaparte — it  was  necessary  to  make  a  discri- 
mination among  them.  Some  of  his  acts  were  of  such  s 
character  that  they  could  not  now  be  reversed:  in  reganl 
to  them,  the  motto  must  be,  what  was  done,  was  dnri:. 
But,  in  relation  to  others,  they  were  such  sheer  naked 
outragfes,  that  the  redress  of  tliem  might  be  more  reasor- 
ably  expected;  and  here  he  again  mentioned  the  cssm 
of  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  which  he  characterized  as  acts  of 
piracy. 

I  told  him  that  I  could  not  recognise  the  justness  oftbe 
distinction  he  made,  and  that  I  was  sure  the  Govar^ment 
of  the  United  States  could  not  consent  to  renounce-  tLe 
claims  of  its  citizens  for  a  class  of  spoliatfotia^  vh:ch  it 
had  always  remonstrated  against  as  the  grossest  and  most 
unwarrantable  outrages.     Wishing,   however,  to  *.sceT« 
tain  the  precise  extent  to  which  his  ideas  of  redress  went, 
I  remarked  to  him  that,  besides  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  there 
were  other  cases  which  had  not  been  attended  with  thoac 
formal  sanctions  which  the  usage  of  civilized  nations  re- 
quired; tliat  captures  and  seizures  of  our  property  bad 
been  made  professedly  by  virtue  of  the  Berlin  and  MBa* 
decrees,  which  the  provisions  of  those  decrees  themselves 
did  not  authorize;  and  that,  in  many  instances  also,  *J:e 
property  captured  or  seized  bad  been  merely  ordered  to 
be  sold,  and  its  proceeds  sequestered,  but  that  it  had  ne- 
ver been  condemned  by  the   sentence   of  any  judicial 
tribunal.     I  asked  him   if  his  ideas   of  redress  vouii 
not  embrace  those  cases  equally  with  the  vessels  bomt 
at  sea. 

I  understood  him  as  assenting  to  this  extension  of  bia 
views,  though  his  answer  was  not  very  distinct,  and  I  as 
not  sure  that  it  was  founded  on  a  thorough  comprrhensicii 
of  the  full  bearing  of  my  inquiry. 

1  then  told  him  that,  although  the  measure  of  redrew 
suggested  could  not,  in  its  greatest  extent,  be  accepted 
as  a  complete  discharge  of  the  just  claims  of  out  c\\izctis, 
yet,  as  some  advance  towards  the  settlement  of  a  \ong 
standing  and  disagreeable  subject  of  discussion,  I  showW 
be  glad  that  he  would  state  in  writing  tlie  precipe  exter: 
of  what  he  proposed.  He  very  promptly  consented  m 
do  so,  but  said  1  must  first  addre.<is  to  him  a  note  prts^rt- 
ing,  in  a  general  way,  the  demand  made  by  the  Govcrr- 
ment  of  the  United'  States  on  behalf  of  its  citizci-s.  1" 
pursuance  of  this  understanding,  1  addressed  to  him,  cr 
the  13tli  instant,  the  note  of  which  the  enclosed  k>  a  c  f'. 
in  which  I  sought  to  present  the  dcmaind  under  tJ  ojc 
aspects,  and  to  enforce  it  by  those  considerations,  w^.  c:. 
while  they  conformed  to  the  principles  maintained,  in. 
the  dispositions  professed  by  the  Government  U  '-i 
United  States,  seemed  to  me,  at  the  same  lime,  o^^ 
adapted  to  the  feelings  of,  and  most  likely  to  sectm 
favorable  hearing  from,  this  Go^'eroment. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  ser\-ant, 

W.  C.  RiVES. 

Hon.  M.  Van  Bursx,  Secretary  of  Staie, 

pAnis,  January  IX  Iv* 
MossiKuu  LE  PniNCK:  In  the  several  confercncts  v  'J. 
which  your  excellency  has  favored  me,  1  have  had  ths 
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honor  to  present  to  your  consideration  the  renewed  and 
earnest  demand  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
for  the  indemnification  of  its  citizens  for  the  flagrant 
wrongs  heretofore  committed  upon  them  by  the  authori- 
ties of  France.  The  knowledge  which  your  excellency 
poisesses  of  the  character  of  these  wrongs,  and  the  am- 
ple details  to  be  found  in  the  correspondence  which  has 
heretofore  taken  place  between  the  two  Governments  on 
the  subject,  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  occupy  your 
excellency's  time  with  a  specification  of  them  here. 

The  acts  which  mainly  inflicted  them  were  met  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  moment  of  their 
promulgation,  by  the  most  earnest  and  emphatic  remon- 
strances, and  a  determination  never  to  submit  to  them, 
evinced  by  a  course  of  measures  which  would  have  ter- 
minated in  the  last  appeal  of  nations,  but  for  the  ultimate 
abrogation  of  the  most  obnoxious  of  these  acts.  After 
their  withdrawal,  the  United  States  steadily  and  earn- 
estly prosecuted  their  demand  for  the  redress  of  the  in- 
juries committed  under  them,  from  the  authority  with 
which  they  originated,  and  a  satisfaction  of  that  demand 
is  believed  to  have  been  prevented  only  by  the  death  of 
their  minister  on  the  point  of  concluding  a  treaty.  Soon 
after  tlie  happy  event  which  brought  back  the  reign  of 
law  and  justice  in  the  persons  of  his  Majesty's  illustrious 
family  occurred,  and  gave  new  reasons  to  the  United 
States  to  hope  that  the  injuries  which  had  been  wantonly 
inflicted  upon  their  citizens  in  the  name  and  under  the 
sanction  of  his  Majesty's  people,  would  now  find  an  am- 
ple and  effectual  redress;  a  hope  cherished  with  so  much 
the  more  confidence,  from  seeing  the  promptitude  with 
which  the  subjects  of  other  Powers  had  been  indemnified 
for  wrongs  flowing  from  the  same  source. 

The  temporary  financial  embarrassments,  however,  pro- 
duced by  the  previous  assumption  of  so  heavy  a  responsi- 
bility to  the  Powers  of  Europe,  suspended  the  considera- 
tion of  American  claims,  and  the  United  States,  anxious 
to  see  France  recovered  from  the  effect  of  those  embar- 
rassments, and  happy,  prosperous,  and  powerful,  under 
her  ancient  sovereigns,  acquiesced  in  the  delay.  That 
state  of  things  has  now  been  realized.  France  is  again 
happy,  prosperous,  and  pow^erful.  The  other  causes 
which  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  alleged  for  the  post- 
ponement of  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  have  also  ceased 
to  operate.  The  Government  of  the  United  States,  there- 
fore, now  entertains  the  expectation,  founded  on  a  tho- 
rough confidence  in  the  justice,  wisdom,  and  magnanimity 
of  his  Majesty's  councils,  that  the  adjustment  of  these 
claims  will  be  no  longer  postponed. 

The  President  is  so  much  the  more  anxious  for  this  ad- 
justment,  because  he  is  sincerely  desirous  of  cuUivating 
the  most  cordial  good  understanding  with  his  Majesty's 
Government,  and  because  he  cannot  but  be  sensible  that 
the  longer  continuance  of  a  subject  of  discussion,  in  \vl»ich 
so  many  delays  and  disappointments  have  already. been 
experienced,  must  have  a  very  unfavorable  influence  on 
the  feelings  and  relations  of  the  two  countries.  IJelieving 
that  no  two  Governments  can  have,  whether  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  present  or  the  recollections  of  the  past,  strong- 
er motives  to  a  cordial  friendship  with  cacli  other,  he 
ardently  wishes  th.it  this  single  thorn,  threatening  an  ul- 
ceration of  feeling  so  much  to  be  deprecated,  should  be 
extracted  from  their  relations. 

The  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
demnity for  the  injuries  suffered  by  them,  are  of  such  a 
character  that  they  can  never  be  abandoned  by  their  Go- 
vernment. Arising  from  acts  which  equally  violated  the 
rights  of  the  nation  as  well  as  of  the  individual  sufferers, 
the  honor  of  the  Government  is  concerned  in  their  re- 
dress. 

Dec^ply  impressed  by  my  Government  with  the  «enti- 
iii'-nts  I  have  had  the  honor  to  express,  I  ptrccived,  with 
live!}  satisfaction,  in  my  recent  interview  with  your  excel- 


lency, the  manifestation  of  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  your 
excellency,  to  enter,  in  good  earnest,  on  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject.  This  disposition,  enlightened  by  the 
wisdom,  and  guided  by  the  justice  which  presides  over  his 
Majesty's  councils,  will  ultimately  lead,  I  cannot  doubt,  to 
a  satisfactory  result. 

I  need  not  repeat  that  the  measure  of  compensation  at 
which  your  excellency  hinted,  (if  1  comprehended  it  cor- 
rectly,) cannot  be  received  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  as  a  complete  and  adequate  discharge  of 
the  just  claims  of  our  citizens.  Still,  as  it  is  desirable  to 
know  precisely  to  what  extent  his  Majesty's  Government 
is  at  this  time  willing  to  go  in  the  liquidation  of  these 
claims,  (the  justice  and  validity  of  which,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  have  been  repeatedly  admitted  by  your  excel- 
lency's predecessors,)  I  shall  await  with  anxiety  the  ful- 
filment of  your  excellency's  promise  to  communicate  to 
me,  in  writing,  the  limits  of  the  redress  you  are  prepared 
to  offer,  not  doubting  that,  in  the  progi*ess  of  your  reflec- 
tions, they  will  attain  an  extension  corresponding  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  wrongs  suffered  by  our  citizens,  and  the 
elevated  justice  which  now  holds  such  ample  means  of  re- 
dressing them. 

I  beg  your  excellency,  in  the  mean  time,  to  accept  the 
assurances  of  the  g^eat  respect  and  distinguished  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

His  excellency  the  Phijtce  dk  Polionac, 

Minister,  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

and  I'resident  of  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

Mr,  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren. 
[No.  12.]  Paris,  January  28,  1830. 

Dear  Sir:  Not  having  heard  from  Prince  Polignac  in 
answer  to  my  note  of  the  13th  instant,  and  deeming  it  im- 
portant to  improve,  by  a  diligent  pursuit  on  my  part,  the 
favorable  dispositions  which  had  been  manifested  in  our 
last  interview,  I  requested,  some  days  ago,  another  inter- 
view, which  has  just  taken  place. 

On  the  subject  of  the  claims,  the  Prince  said  he  was  not 
prepared  to  discuss  it  with  me?  that  he  was  then  examin- 
ing all  the  papers,  and  was  about  to  make  a  naked  report 
of  the  facts  for  the  personal  consideration  of  the  King, 
and  that,  when  he  was  ready  to  discuss  the  matter  with  me, 
he  would  invite  me  to  another  interview. 

I  reminded  him  of  his  promise,  in  our  last  interview,  to 
state  to  me  in  writing  the  extent  of  the  compensation  they 
were  disposed  to  offer  us;  that  this  implied  an  examination 
already  made,  and  that  1  could  not,  therefore,  learn  with- 
out surprise  that  the  examination  yet  remained  to  be 
made,  and  that  new  deliberations  were  to  be  commenced. 
He  said  nothing  in  reply,  except  that  their  attention  was 
occupied  with  a  great  variety  of  other  pressing  business. 

h\  taking  my  leave,  I  remarked  to  the  Prince  that  it 
was  impossible,  by  any  form  of  words,  to  disguise  the  facts 
that  a  crisis  must  soon  occur,  if  it  had  not  already  occur- 
red, in  the  relations  of  France  and  the  United  States,  on 
this  disagreeable  subject;  that  it  was  alike  inconsiste^it 
with  the  dignity  of  both  Governments  that  the  question 
should  remain  much  longer  in  its  present  condition;  and 
that  seeing  the  favorable  state  of  our  afl'airs,  both  with 
England  and  Russia,  as  developed  in  the  President's  mes- 
siige,  it  was  for  the  Government  of  France  now  to  consi- 
der whether,  by  her  persevering  neglect  of  our  just  de- 
mands, she  did  not  incur  the  hazard,  at  least,  of  our 
establishing  more  friendly  relations  with  other  Powers, 
which,  however  reluctantly  on  our  part,  might  alienate 
us  from  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vas  Bubek,  Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Rivet  to  Mr,  Van  Bureru 

[No.  15.]  Pabii,  February  16,  1830. 

DxAK  Sib:  Shorthr  after  my  cominunication  of  the  38th 
ultimo,  I  had  an  informal  opportunity,  at  Prince  Polig- 
nac's  own  houae,  of  testing  the  character  and  extent  of 
the  dissatiafiiction  which  had  been  expressed  at  the  Pre- 
Bident's  message.  I  commenced  the  conrersation  by  ob- 
serving to  him  that,  mnce  our  h^t  interview,  in  which  he 
had  informed  me,  to  my  great  surprise,  of  the  dissatisfac- 
tion felt  at  the  passage  in  the  President's  messi^  which 
related  to  our  affairs  with  France,  I  had  critically  re-ex- 
amined that  portion  of  the  message,  and  that  my  first  im- 
pressions, in  regard  to  its  conciliatory  and  respectful  cha- 
racter, had  been  fully  confirmed.  I  recalled  to  him  the 
terms  in  which  the  President  had  expressed  himself  with 
respect  to  the  magnanimity  of  the  French  nation,  and  the 
known  inte^ty  of  the  King,  as  clearly  evincing  that  his 
reliance  for  justice  was  upon  these  distinguished  attributes, 
and  that  he  could  not  have  intended  an  appeal  to  less 
manly  considerations.  I  observed  to  the  Prince  that,  as 
he  thoroughly  understood  the  English  language,  and  the 
import  of  the  expressions  used  by  the  President,  I  should 
hope  that  he  would  set  this  matter  in  its  true  light  before 
his  Majesty  and  the  members  of  the  Council. 

He  remarked  that  the  expressions  I  had  cited  were 
every  thing  they  could  have  wished,  but  that  the  phrase 
**  possible  collision"  conveyed  an  intimation  under  which 
it  was  not  very  pleasant  to  act. 

I  told  him  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  President's 
message  was  a  communication  addressed,  not  to  foreign 
Governments,  but  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  it  was  enjoined  upon  him  by  the  constitution  to 
lay  before  Congress  *'  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Union,"  comprehending  its  foreign  as  well  as  domestic 
relations;  and  that  if,  in  tlie  discharge  of  this  duty,  be 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  summon  the  attention  of 
Congress,  in  due  time,  to  what  mi^ht  be  the  possible  con- 
sequences of  existing  difficulties  with  any  foreirn  Govern- 
ment, he  might  fairly  be  supposed  to  do  so  under  a  sense 
of  what  was  due  from  him,  in  a  frank  communication  with 
another  branch  of  his  own  Government,  and  not  from  any 
intention  of  holding  a  menace  over  the  head  of  a  foreign 
Power. 

These  observations  were  received  in  a  very  friendly 
spirit  by  the  Prince,  and  he  finally  remarked  that  the 
matter  was  now  at  an  end,  intimating  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended^to  say  any  thing  more  about  it  on  their  part. 

Having  thus  ascertained  that  this  circumstance  was  not 
to  be  laid  hold  of  as  an  excuse  for  breaking  off  the  dis- 
cussions which  had  been  commenced,  I  availed  myself  of 
another  informal  occasion,  which  occurred  very  soon  af- 
terwards, to  make  some  intimations  to  the  Prince,  which 
I  thought  would  smooth  the  way  for  a  more  fiivorable 
resumption  of  our  discussions.  I  had  observed,  in  all 
my  interviews  with  him,  a  very  strong  repugnance  to  the 
idea  of  coming  before  the  Chambers  m  his  present  pre- 
carious relations  with  them,  with  any  extraordinary  de- 
mand for  money.  I  therefore  remarked  to  him  that  it 
was  very  far  from  the  wish  of  my  Government,  in  press- 
ing the  claims  of  its  citizens  at  this  time,  to  do  any  tiling 
which  would  inconveniently  embarrass  the  finances  of 
France,  or  impose  upon  him,  as  minister,  an  ungracious 
and  disagreeable  task.  That  our  g^reat  object  was  to  have 
the  just  claims  of  our  citizens  acknowledged,  and  put  in 
a  train  of  liquidation  and  adjustment;  that,  witii  respect 
to  the  time  of  payment,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  had  always  expressed  its  willingness  to  show  a  libe- 
ral regard  to  the  convenience  of  France;  and  that,  if  no- 
thing else  could  be  done  at  present,  we  mieht  at  least  fix 
the  principles  upon  which  the  claims  should  be  adjusted, 
and  adopt  some  arrangement  for  commencing  their  liqui- 
dation. 


These  sug^gcstions  were  received  in  a  mmDcr  v&ich 
evidenUv  marked  the  sensible  r^ef  the  nud  of  die 
Prince  derived  from  them. 

Having,  by  these  preliminary  and  infonul  coorern- 
tions,  endeavored  to  smooth  the  way  for  itmonp  our 
official  conferences,  I  addressed,  on  the  8th  instnitjiDole 
to  the  minister,  requesting  an  interview,  to  fted  I  re- 
ceived his  answer,  appointing  the  Uth  imtast  On  that 
day  I  accordingly  waited  upon  him  at  the  office  of  ?<ragii 
Affairs;  but  as  he  hadjust  received  a  summons  to  ittod 
the  King  on  some  af&r  of  urgency,  be  begged  me  to 
excuse  him,  and  to  call  the  next  day  at  11  o'dock. 

He  opened  the  conversation  on  me  following  dar,  bj 
reverting  to  what  had  been  the  basis  of  the  settlaoat 
made  with  the  allied  Powers  at  the  period  of  tbe  restoiv 
tion.  He  said  that,  seeing  Uiat  it  would  be  phjfsollT 
impossible  for  his  Majesty's  Government  to  redres  all  the 
wrongs  which  Bonaparte  had  committed,  it  bid  been 
agreed  to  limit  the  redress  to  one  dan  of  cisei  only- 
supplies  furnished  by  virtue  of  contracts.  Then  pssffi 
to  tne  consideration  of  our  claims  under  tbe  Berlin  ud 
Milan  decrees,  he  said  those  decrees  were,  apdoubt^> 
gross  violations  of  the  law  of  nations;  batifbisMijesO^s 
Government  once  recognised  the  principle  of  imiiDg 
compensation  for  all  of  Bonaparte's  violations  of  Uk  h»  « 
nations,  infinite  and  diversified  as  they  were,  botii  in  num- 
ber and  character,  the  entire  resources  of  Ae  French 
nation  would  soon  be  exhausted  by  thedenandi  vbjcn 
such  a  principle  would  give  rise  to.  HeaiAtMtto 
Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  could  not  ondemic to 
indemnify  us  for  the  injuries  arising  fi'om  those  decree, 
where  they » had  been  carried  into  finsl  executwo,bot 
there  were  some  cases  which  they  were  ^'J^?  *°  ^ 
rider  more  favorably— as  where  the  property  had  n« 
been  definitively  condemned,  but  put  into  some  of  tne 
pubUc  chests:  in  such  cases,  his  Majesty's  GoTernnwt 
had  no  wish  to  retain  the  benefit  of  the  property  ^oi^ 
questered.  He  again  mentioned  the  esses  of  tcscb  <«• 
stroyed  at  sea,  as  standing  on  a  like  iavonblc  f«5J>&*» 
afterwards,  in  the  progress  of  our  discuuion,  iddcd «« 
case  of  supplies.  , 

Though  I  was  glad  to  perceive  in  a  portion  of  these  «»• 
servations  a  subsUntial  confirmation  of  the  impre»oM» 
had  received  of  tiie  Prince's  admissions  in  our  rotemw 
of  the  lltii  ultimo,  I  addressed  myself,  '^n^'^^]^ 
conversation,  exclusively  to  the  unfitvorabk  P"*^^ 
observations.  I  remarked  that  Uie  GovenssaA  w 
United  SUtes  could  not  acquiesce  in  thedistinCUwM^ 
suggested  between  property  of  its  citizens  '""^ 
been  condemned,  and  that  which  had  not  been  conowij 
ed  under  the  Berlin  and  MiUn  decrees?  that  »^^^^ 
condemnation  could  no  more  impart  validity  «>  o  ^ 
otijerwise  void,  than  decrees  admitted  to  be  onttw^ 
could  give  a  legal  sanction  to  sentences  o'^^^Pr    ^f  q^J 


say  several  umw  •"--  ,.gthe 
the  error  of  supposing  that  the  indemnities  graw""^^^^ 
European  Powers  had  been  confined  to  esses  ot  ^^ 
and  the  injustice,  if  it  were  so,  of  ^^^'^^"/.w  the  * 
States  bound  by  that  arrangement.  I  ^**°  rjf:|,n  (^^ 
tisfaction  of  our  claims  under  tiie  Berlin  wd^  ^!*^^^ 
crees  would  not  be  a  precedent  of  which  ^J»«  ^^^  ^ 
could  take  advantage;  for,  besides  the  feet  ^* ^  j^af. 
crees  had  fallen  ahnost  exclusively  on  the  "^""^^ 
merce  of  tiie  United  States,  we  were  entitled  w^^th 
protection  against  them  by  virtue  of  our  JP"*  ^  fov- 
France  of  1800;  and,  moreover,  that  the  Eur^J^ptjons 


ers,  having  made  their  own  baigain,  ^X  **^5,?iflfould 
of  1814  and  1815,  and  the  final  fiquidaUon  <>' ^,^^. 
be  precluded  from  bringing  forward  any  new  °  ^^^  that 
The  Prince  remarked  that  the  fiwjt,  ^°^]f'  h,d  'p' 
new  claims  were  constsmtly  presented,  and  tn  ; 
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had  occasion  to  reject  some;  that,  thou^  it  might  be  true 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  fallen  almost  exclu- 
sively on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  yet,  if  his 
Majesty's  Goremment  should  agree  to  redress  these  acts 
as  being  violations  of  the  lav  of  nations,  other  Powers 
would  claim  the  benefit  of  the  principle,  and  extend  it  to 
all  other  violations  of  the  law  of  nations  by  Bonaparte  ^ 
that  for  this  reason  his  Majesty's  Government  could  not 
undertodce,  generally,  to  pay  for  property  which  had  been 
confiscated  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees;  but  that 
there  were,  no  doubt^  among  those  confiscations,  cases 
distinguished,  more  or  less,  by  peculiar  circumstances;  that 
they  would  be  willing  to  single  out  as  many  of  these  cases 
as  practicable  for  redress,  but  that  they  could  not  commit 
themselves  to  all  the  bearing^  of  the  general  principle. 

I  told  him  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  not  solicitous  for  the  establishment  of  an  abstract 
principle;  that  the  substantial  satisfaction  of  the  just  claims 
of  its  citizens  was  all  it  wished;  and  that  if  any  mode  could 
he  devised  of  accomplishing  that  object  without  an  ex- 
press recognition  of  the  principle  he  deprecated,  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  concur  in  an  arrangement  founded 
upon  such  a  basis. 

I  then  proceeded  to  remark  that,  as  we  could  come  to 
no  conclusion  on  this  branch  of  the  subject  at  present,  I 
wished  to  know  precisely  to  what  extent  we  had  agreed; 
that  I  understood  him  to  say  that  "  in  all  cases  where  the 
property  had  not  been  definitively  condemned,  and  for 
all  vessels  and  cargoes  destroyed  at  sea,"  his  Bfajesty'g 
Government  would  indemnify.  He  replied  *<  certainly, 
there  it  was  clearlv  right"  For  the  purpose  of  testing 
more  completely  the  accuracy  of  my  impresuons  on  this 
topic,  I  several  times  alluded  incidentally  to  this  admis- 
sion; and,  as  often  as  I  did  so,  it  was  promptly  and  une- 
quivocally confirmed.  You  will  have  perceived,  also, 
f^om  the  foregoing  recital,  that  the  admissions  obtained 
from  him  went  beyond  this,  and  to  an  extent  grater  than 
the  declarations  of  any  of  his  predecessors,  comprehend- 
ing an  undefined  portion  of  the  cases  of  condemnations, 
all  of  which  have  been  heretofore  invariably  and  decided- 
ly negatived.  But  this  admission  not  being  accompanied 
with  such  criteria  as  served  to  mark  the  precise  extent  of 
it,  I  was  not  enabled  to  challenge  a  specific  confirmation 
of  it. 

I  suggested  to  the  Prince  the  propriety  of  his  address- 
ing me  a  note  embodying  his  propositions,  to  the  extent, 
at  least,  to  which  we  were  agreed.     He  said  he  would  do 
so  as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  King  and 
his  colleagues  on  a  report  he  was  about  to  draw  up;  and 
that  he  would  embrace  in  his  note  a  proposition  for  a  mix- 
ed commission,  (which  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  course 
of  our  conversation,)  to  examine  and  liquidate  the  claims. 
Last  night,  being  at  the  Prince's  house  with  some  other 
company,  he  requested  me,  as  I  was  leaving  the  room,  to 
remain  a  few  minutes  longer,  as  he  wished  to  converse 
with  roe.     As  soon  as  he  was  disengaged  from  the  indi- 
vidual with  whom  he  was  then  conversing,  he  told  me 
that  be  had  already  consulted  the  King  and  his  colleagues 
on  the  subject  of  our  last  conference;  that  they  approved 
of  the  plan  of  adjustment  he  had  proposed;  and  that  in  a 
few  days  he  would  wish  to  see  me  ag^in,  that  we  might 
settle  the  principles  of  adjustment,  and  adopt  the  ne- 
cessary measures  for  constituting  a  mixed  commission .    I 
told  him  I  received  the  information  with  great  pleasure, 
and  that  I  should  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  obey  his  sum- 
mons at  the  earliest  moment.     He  said  he  was  then  very 
much  occupied  with  other  subjects,  and  it  might  be  seve- 
ral days  before  he  should  be  prepared  to  see  me. 

A  negotiation,  therefore,  may  be  considered  as  having, 
at  least,  commenced;  though  what  progi*ess  it  is  destined 
to  make,  or  what  termination  it  may  have,  I  have  already 
had,  myself,  too  much  experience  of  the  uncertainties  of 
diplomacy,  and  read  too  many  monitory  lessons  of  the 


same  kind  in  the  experience  of  my  predecessors,  to  ven- 
ture to  form  an  opinion.  I  believe  there  are  some  conn- 
derations  operating  at  this  moment,  which  dispose  the 
minister  to  settle  this  question,  if  it  can  be  done  without 
risking  too  great  a  reaction.  I  have  lost  no  opportunity 
of  urging  such  of  these  considerations  as  it  was  proper  for 
me  to  present  myself,  while  I  have  endeavored  to  have 
such  as  I  could  not  properly  suggest  impressed  by  others. 
I  shall  continue  to  use  my  most  strenuous  and  unceasing 
efibrts  to  bring  this  disagreeable  subject  to  a  satisfactory 
termination.  The  near  approach  of  the  great  political 
struggle  which  wUl  be  ushered  in  by  the  meeting  of  the 
Chanobers,  leaves  a  brief  interval  for  negotiation;  but  the 
moment  is  one  which  it  may  be  of  the  highest  importance 
to  seize  vigorously,  and  to  improve  diligently. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  French  claim  under  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  has  never  been  men- 
tioned but  once,  and  then  historically  only,  as  being  one 
of  the  subjects  of  discussion  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments; that  Beaumarchais's  claim  has  not  been  alluded  to^ 
and  no  allusion,  indeed,  has  been  made  to  any  private 
claims  of  French  subjects,  except  a  very  vague  one  to 
claims  for  ships  which  had  been  seized  or  captured. 
These,  however,  I  presume,  are  all  reserved  for  tne  clos- 
ing scenes  of  the  diplomatic  drama. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  Maktiv  Vak  Buaxir, 

Secretary  ofStattf  Washington, 


Mr,  Rivea  to  Mr,  Van  Buren, 
[No.  16.]  Pasis,  February  25,  1830. 

Sib:  The  day  after  the  date  of  my  last  despatch,  I  ad- 
dressed a  note  to  Prince  Polignac,  of  which  a  copy  is  en- 
closed. The  moment  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  critical  one, 
rendered  the  more  so  by  the  near  approach  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Chambers;  and  I  therefore  determined,  even 
at  the  risk  of  seeming  somewhat  importunate,  to  request 
another  interview  with  him,  at  once.  Having  failed  in 
my  efforts  to  obtain  from  him  a  note  which  should  reduce 
to  writing  the  admissions  and  propositions  he  had  several 
times  made  verbally,  you  will  perceive  that,  as  a  provi- 
sion against  any  unfavorable  contingency  which  might 
occur,  I  made  use  of  this  occasion  to  recapitulate  the  sub- 
stance of  those  admissions,  in  my  note  to  him,  as  consti- 
tuting the  next  best  evidence,  and  of  eaual  validity, 
inde^,  if  not  contradicted,  with  a  note  n-om  himself. 
With  the  same  view,  I  also  took  occasion,  in  mentioning 
that  I  had  a  full  power  to  conclude  a  convention  with  him 
on  the  subject  of  the  claims,  to  suggest,  incidentally,  the 
expediency  of  some  record  of  the  results  of  our  negotia- 
tion, as  they  should  be  prog^esavely  agreed  upon  and 
settled  between  us. 

The  whole  frame  of  the  note  was  designed  to  test  his 
earnestness  in  what  had  recently  passed  between  us.  If 
he  were  really  disposed  and  prepared  to  settle  the  claims 
on  the  principles  indicated  in  conversation,  my  note,  in 
exhibiting  my  readiness  to  meet  him  effectively  on  that 
ground,  could  not  be  otherwise  than  welcome.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  was  either  not  disposed  or  not  prepared 
to  consummate  his  words  by  corresponding^  acts,  I  fore- 
saw that  the  note  would  probably  occasion  him  some  em- 
barrassment. 

Jn  this  state  of  things,  having  waited  five  days  without 
hearing  from  him,  I  had  determined  to  send  Mr.  Harper 
to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  make  a  courte- 
ous inquiry  of  the  under  secretary  on  the  subject,  b^  way 
of  stimulating  the  minister,  when  it  was  announced  m  the 
journals  that  the  minister  had  been  seriously  indisposed 
for  several  days.    His  sickness  is  announced  in  ul  the 
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journals  of  the  22d  instant.  Hearing,  however,  in  the 
course  of  the  next  day,  that  he  was  sufficiently  recovered 
to  attend  to  business,  I  addressed  him  another  note,  sim- 
ply requesting^  an  interview.  To  this  note  1  received  his 
answer  on  the  following  day,  expressing  his  regret  at  his 
inability  to  receive  me  during  the  present  weeK,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  multiplied  occupations.  A  copy  of  his 
answer  is  enclosed. 

Thus  has  terminated  the  prospect  opened  by  the  facts 
communicated  in  my  last  despatch,  of  accomplishing 
something  before  the  meeting  of  the  Chambers,  without 
leaving  any  sanguine  confidence,  on  my  part,  in  the  bet- 
ter success  of  future  efforts.  1  had  hoped  that,  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  moment,  the  ministry  would 
have  derived  an  additional  and  extrinsic  motive  to  a  just 
settlement  of  our  claims,  from  the  probability  of  thereby 
conciliating  a  portion  of  the  opposition  party  m  the  Cham- 
bers, which,  from  political  or  commercial  considerations, 
was  supposed  to  favor  such  a  settlement.  Representa- 
tions of  this  kind,  though  not  proper  to  be  made  by  my- 
self, had  been  made  by  others,  and,  I  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve, not  without  effect.  The  moment,  however,  for 
drawing  profit  from  them,  seems  to  be  now  past.  Much 
allowance  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  bad  health  of  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  his  necessary  occupation 
as  President  of  the  Council,  with  a  great  variety  of  affairs 
preparatory  to  the  meeting  of  the  Chambers. 

But  whatever  njight  be  the  good  faith  or  favorable  dis- 
positions of  the  minister,  the  modes  of  thinking  in  rela- 
tion to  questions  of  this  sort  oppose  a  great  obstacle  to 
doing  us  justice.  Of  this,  a  more  striking  proof  could 
not  be  afforded,  than  in  an  article  you  will  find  in  one  of 
the  gazettes  accompanying  this  despatch— the  Constitn- 
tionnel  of  yesterday.  The  writer,  upon  the  strength  of 
an  idle  invention  that  the  Minister  of  Foreig^n  Affairs  had 
agreed  to  pay  the  United  States  thirty  millions  of  indem- 
nities, makes  it  a  serious  reproach  to  him,  without  once, 
however,  questioning  the  justice  of  our  claims,  but  sim- 
ply because  he  had  not  contrived,  by  some  sort  of  diplo- 
matic alchemy,  to  convert  the  responsibility  of  the  French 
nation  for  acknowledged  wrongs,  into  a  means  of  profit 
to  its  own  treasurj'.  The  article,  in  other  respects,  is 
full  of  false  facts  as  well  as  false  reasoning;  but  such  is 
the  state  of  the  French  press,  enslaved  in  its  very  licen- 
tiousness to  the  dominion  ofparty,thatitis  in  vain  to  seek 
a  correction  of  its  errors  through  the  channel  which  pro- 
pagates them.  Notwithstanding  these  discouragements, 
I  hope  the  President  will  be  assured  that  I  shall  continue 
to  use  every  possible  exertion  to  bring  this  prominent  ob- 
ject of  the  duties  with  which  he  has  charged  mc,  to  a  sa- 
tisfactory conclusion. 

I  can  hardly  promise  myself  any  profitable  discussions 
with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  during  the  session  of 
the  Chambers,  w^hich  meet  in  five  days  from  this  lime. 
The  vital  character  of  the  struggle  which  will  mark  the 
proceedings  of  these  bodies,  will,  no  doubt,  absorb  all 
his  attention  and  solicitude.  It  is  admitted,  on  all  iiands, 
that  there  is  a  decided  majority  opposed  to  the  ministers 
in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies;  of  which  the  probable  con- 
sequence will  be  an  address,  (in  answer  to  the  speech 
from  the  throne,)  expressing  their  want  of  confidence  in 
his  Majesty's  ministers.  The  ministers,  however,  will, 
in  all  probability,  disregarding  the  address,  proceed  to 
lay  before  the  Chambers  their  projects  of  laws,  chiefly 
financial,  and  try  the  sense  of  the  Chambers  upon  them. 
If  they  should  be  accepted,  the  ministers  will,  of  course, 
be  enabled  to  retain  their  places.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Chambers  should  have  courage  enough  to  reject  the 
budget,  the  ministers  must  either  resign,  or  dissolve  or 
prorogue  the  Chambers.  These  are  the  vital  issues  in- 
volved in  the  parliamentary  struggle  so  near  at  hand.  As 
tinv!  must  very  soon  resolve  them,  it  would  be  idle  for 
me  to  speculate  upon  them,  though  my  present  impres- 


sion i.s,  that,  by  means  of  some  one  of  the  contingenciei 
above  mentioned,  the  official  existence  of  the  prime  miois- 
tcr,  at  least,  will  survive  the  impending  conflict. 

This  consideration  makes  it  very  desirable  thilhbould 
be  possessed,  as  speedily  as  possible,  of  tbe  yieis  cf  the 
President  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  wluchbd  oc- 
curred to  my  mind,  and  which,  you  will  perce^e  frooi 
my  note  to  the  minister,  I  had  intended  to  suggtstbim 
on  the  subject  of  tlie  vessels  and  cargoes  condeaokd  un- 
der the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  My  last  despiicli«ill 
have  informed  vou  of  what  had  passed  between  the  m.^;*- 
ter  and  myself  on  this  subject.  He  had  said  that,  ^bile 
his  Majesty's  Government  could  not  consent  to  pay,  gtw- 
rally,  for  condemnations  under  these  decrees,  on  tie 
naked  ground  of  their  being  contrary  to  the  lav  of  m- 
tions,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  and  indefinite  dcimiii 
of  other  Powers,  to  which  the  recognition  ofsuchaprifr 
ciple  would  subject  them,  that  they  would  bewillicfto 
go,  as  far  as  they  could,  in  the  payment  of  cases  ffhici 
might  be  distinguished  by  a  peculiarity  of  circunstaaces. 
As  there  were  special  reasons  in  perhaps  all  the  cajs 
of  condemnation  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  fe 
setting  aside  those  condemnations,  independent  of  tic 
illegality  of  the  decrees  themselves,  (as,  for  tmpk, 
that  the  condemnations  were  in  contravention  of  tie  con- 
vention of  1800,  were  not  made  by  regular  pnzetnbcDiLs 
or  in  the  forms  prescribed  by  law,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,)  >t  Jin- 
mediately  occurred  to  me  that  an  article  might  be  framed 
which  would,  at  the  same  time,  consult  l^c^'^^***^.^' 
pressed  by  the  minister,  and  provide  for  the  itotcJatas 

of  our  citizens.  ^ 

I  accordingly  prepared  an  article  arranging  the  coaeic- 
nations  which  his  Majesty's  Government  should  poawfj 
stipulate  to  pay,  into  separate  classes,  according  to  sp«ai 
grounds  of  reversal  applying  to  each,  with  a  suppUmeo- 
tal  clause,  that  they  should  pay  for  all  other  casesofcoa- 
demnation  which,  from  any  consideration,  a  mixed  wo- 
mission  should  decide  that  his  Majesty's  Government's 
justly  bound  to  make  compensation  for.  In  draning  J 
article,  I  was  guided  chiefly  by  the  statement  conta:i« 
in  Mr.  Gallatin's  letter  to  the  Duke  de  RicheLcu  ol  ib 
9th  of  November,  1816;  and  the  classification  of  o.-e'' 
made,  corresponded,  as  you  will  perceive,  in  nume 
order  as  well  as  in  principle,  with  the  specificaUofc  ci 
that  statement.  . 

It  seemed  to  me  that  such  an  article,  vbile » J^«  ^^ 
commodated  to  the  views  expressed  by  the  ^^^  '^ 
France,  had  a  decided  advantage  for  us  o«f  ^'^^  J  , 
had  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Duke dc»cn<. 
lieu.     According  to  Mr.   Gallatin's  projet,  ^he  ^ojen)- 
ment  of  France  was  not  bound  positively  ^°P*; ,  ;  X 
of  the  condemnations;  but  the  whole  question  of  the J^^^ 
ligation  to  do  so  was  made  dependant  upon  the  tcj^^ 
of  a  mixed  commission.     According  to  that  vhic   ^^ 
thought  of  suggesting,  the  Government  of  France  tj_ 
positively  bind  itself  to  pay  for  five  distinct  classes  ojcj-^^ 
demnations,  comprehending,  in  all  probability,  nea^.^ 
whole  that  had  taken  place,  referring  the  question ^p  ,^ 
obligation  to  pay  in  any  cases  which  might  no      _^ 
eluded  in  those  classes,  to  the  determination  of  a 


commission. 


riiere  is  one  other  difference  between  the  two  pn^i^^.^J 
which,  as  you  may  deem  it  important,  Ibeg  k*^^  „  ^^^.^ 
your  attention  to.  In  the  second  section  w  Mr-  ^^^^ 
first  article,  the  decision  of  the  mixed  commisaonK^^^^ 
governed  by  a  consideration  of  what  condemnaUon^^^^ 
•*  contrary  to  public  law  and  justice,"  ^^^  Jjjifthe 
quence  of  the  jealousv  and  repugnance  nw""^    .  Aich 

^"  ' '  -—ign  Affairs  to  any  «n-aygen|eot      ^ 

:he  principle  of  paying  for  »^^^,A 


Minister  of  Fore 


would  recognise  the  principle  ui  F"/'"'e»  :  .^MiroKi 
violations  of  the  law  of  nations,  I  thought  it  bffl^^^^^^^ 
any  express  reference  to  public  law,  and,  in  li<^  .^  ^i^^vcVic 
to  leave  it  to  the  commission,  in  general  terrn?* 


J 
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what  condemnations,  not  enumerated,  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment "is  justly  bound  to  make  compensation  for." 
The  two  forms  of  expression,  perhaps,  ai*e  not  intrinsi- 
cally of  dilferent  import,  and  it  would  seem  that  such  was 
Mr.  Gallatin's  understanding  of  them,  as,  in  the  second 
section  of  his  second  article,  in  defining  the  functions  of 
the  mixed  commission,  he  uses  the  phrase  "justly  bound." 
The  article  prepared  by  me  on  this  subject,  you  will 
find  incorporated  as  the  second  article  in  a  projet  of  a 
convention  which  accompanies  this  despatch.    Supposing 
that,  in  the  favorable  dispositions  expressed  by  the  minis- 
ter, some  arrangement  might  possibly  be  concluded  with 
him  before  the  meeting  of  the  Chambers,  and  deeming  it 
important  towards  securing  such  a  result  to  have  every 
thing  ready  on  my  part,  I  drew  up  this  projet,  with  the 
intention  of  communicating  it  to  him  at  our  next  confer- 
ence, but  with  such  reservations  as  would  prevent  it  from 
binding  me  as  an  official  paper.     The  first  article,  you 
will  perceive,  provides  for  the  cases  in  regard  to  which  1 
understood  that  the  minister  and  myself  had  agreed.    The 
particular  views  which  determined  the  shape  of  the  se- 
cond article,  have  been  already  explained. 

The  claims  originating  prior  to  the  conventions  of  1800 
and  1803,  and  forming  the  subject-matter  of  the  two  or 
three  first  classes  of  claims  mentioned  in  my  instructions, 
I  considered  as  virtually  embraced  by  these  articles,  par- 
ticularly by  the  clause  of  tlic  first  article  relating  to  sup- 
plies and  debts,  and  the  clause  of  the  second  article  re- 
lating to  condemnations  in  contravention  of  the  convention 
of  1800.    The  latter  clause  was  framed  mainly  with  re- 
ference to  condemnations  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees prior  to  31st  of  July,  1809,  which,  besides  their 
illegality  on  general  principles,  were  in  violation  of  the 
12th,  13th,  and  14th  articles  of  the  convention  of  1800, 
which  secured  to  each  party,  in  time  of  war,  the  benefit 
of  an  unmolested  commerce  with  the  territories,  or  in  the 
productions  of  the  enemies  of  the  other;  but  it  was  re- 
commended to  me  by  the  further  consideration  of  making 
France  responsible,  at  tlie  same  time,  for  the  more  ancient 
clainas  arising  from  condemnations,  contrary  to  the  tenor 
of  the  fourth  article. 

As  tlie  classes  of  claims  here  referred  to  had  not  been 
nsisted  on  in  any  of  the  discussions  which  had  taken 
^lace  between  the  two  Governments  for  the  last  twenty- 
ive  years,  and  seemed,  indeed,  to  have  been  mutually 
:onsidered  as  either  settled  or  abandoned,  I  thought  it 
vould  have  a  very  bad  effect  to  bring  them  forward  dis- 
inctly  and  avowedly.  Indeed,  I  supposed  that  the  mo- 
ive  for  compreliending  them  in  my  instructions  was  not 
0  mucji  a  distinct  recognition  of  them,  as  to  swell  the  ag- 
reg^te  amount  of  our  claims  in  the  event  of  a  proposition 
>r  a  compromise  en  bhc,  and  thereby  to  enable  us  the 
etter  to  obtain  a  sum  adequate  to  cover  all  the  claims  of  a 
lore  unquestionable  character. 

'I'hc  other  articles  of  the  projet  relate  entirely  to  the 
'ganization  of  a  mixed  commission.  On  this  subject, 
ere  was  nothing  in  my  instructions  to  guide  me,  but  a 
Micral  author&ation  <*to  adopt  the  mode  of  liquidation 
id  adjustment,  &c.  proposed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  his  let- 
V  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  of  the  9th  of  November, 
16."  On  recurring  to  that  letter,  I  found  that,  although 
r.  Gallatiik's  mode  of  adjustment  called  for  a  joint  com- 
ssion,  he  had  not  developed  any  plan  for  its  org^niza- 
n.  Looking  back,  however,  to  the  instructions  of  May 
1816,  under  which  he  acted,  I  found  he  was  authoriz- 
*  *  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  a  board  of  claims, 
the  principle  of  that  under  the  treaty  of  1794  with 
eat  Britain."  That  treaty,  therefore,  became  my  guide 
this  subject.  I  departed  from  it,  however,  in  one  re- 
'ct,  in  which  the  more  recent  experience  of  the  United 
te^:,  as  well  as  that  of  other  Governments,  seemed  to 
[Hire  the  variation, 
f  be  treaty  of  1794  provides  for  the  choice,  by  lot,  of  a 
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fifth  commissioner,  who  shall  be  permanently  associated 
with  the  other  commissioners,  and  act  with  them  in  all 
the  cases  submitted  to  the  joint  commission.  The  St. 
Petersburg  convention,  however,  conforming  to  the 
model  of  the  numerous  joint  commissions  which  grew  out 
of  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  1814,  and  the  subsequent  conven- 
tions for  the  pavment  of  indemnities  to  the  European 
Powers,  provided  for  the  preliminary  appointment  ot  two 
arbitrators  by  the  contracting  parties,  respectively,  of 
whom  one  was  to  be  drawn  by  lot,  whenever  the  commis- 
sioners were  divided  in  opinion  in  any  particular  case,  to 
act  with  the  commissioners  in  that  case  only;  a  fresh  choice 
to  be  made  by  lot  as  often  as  a  case  occurred  in  which  the 
commissioners  should  be  equally  divided  in  opinion.  Ac- 
cording to  the  first  plan,  whatever  bias  the  arbitrator 
might  have,  would  act  upon  the  whole  mass  of  cases;  ac- 
cording to  the  other,  that  bias  would  act  upon  individual 
cases  only — a  bias  in  one  case  being  liable  to  be  counter- 
acted by  a  contrary  bias  in  some  other. 

This  projet  is  now  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
Having  been  compelled,  in  the  absence  of  specific  instruc- 
tions, to  rely  very  much  on  my  own  judgment  in  the  pre- 
paration of  it,  an  early  communication  of  the  President's 
views  on  the  several  points  embraced  by  it,  (which  would, 
in  all  probability,  reach  me  before  my  negotiations  can  be 
resumed  with  the  minister, )  would  be  very  desirable  to 
me.  As  considerable  abatements  will,  probably,  be  in- 
sisted on  from  the  demands  of  the  projet,  it  would  be  also 
important  for  me  to  be  informed,  at  the  same  time,  how 
far  claims  which  might  seem  either  rigorous  or  doubtful, 
(such  as  interest,  and  the  claims  prior  to  1800  and  1803,) 
may  be  eventually  abandoned,  itit  should  become  neces- 
sary as  the  sine  qua  rum  of  an  arrangement. 

On  two  otlier  points  I  beg  leave  to  ask  for  explanations.. 
1.  If  the  Government  of  France  should  refuse  to  enter 
into  a  positive  stipulation  to  pay  for  any  portion  or  classes 
of  the  property  condemned,  would  the  United  States  be 
willing  to  leave  that  question  to  be  determined  by  a  joint 
commission,  the  other  claims  being  satisfactorily  provided 
for?  Mr.  Gallatin's  proposition  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu 
seems  to  have  been  founded  upon  this  basis;  and  I  should 
have  had  no  doubt  that  such  was  also  the  view  of  the  present 
administration,  but  for  the  remark  in  the  latter  part  of  my 
instructions,  that  "the  President  cannot  consent  to  sub- 
mit the  subject  of  our  claims  to  arbitrament."  This  re- 
mark, however,  I  presume,  was  intended  to  be  applied 
only  to  the  general  principle  and  entire  mass  of  our 
claims.  2.  Would  the  United  States  be  willing  to  refer 
the  restricted  question  under  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  to  the  same  commission  which  may  be 
constituted  to  liquidate  and  determine  the  other  claims? 
My  instructions  authorize  me  to  repeat  the  offer  made  by 
Mr.  Brown  on  this  subject.  That  offer,  however,  under 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  Clay,  contemplated  a  tribunal  of  a 
different  organization,  though  no  sufficient  reason  is  per- 
ceived why  the  question  might  not  be  properly  submitted 
to  the  same  commission  which  should  have  cogfnizance  of 
the  other  claims. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  although  the  discriminating  duties  of  im- 
post on  French  vessels  in  the  United  States  have  ceased 
under  the  operation  of  the  convention  of  1822,  since  the 
1st  October,  1827,  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
still  continue.  My  impression,  when  I  left  the  United 
States,  (which,  I  think,  was  yours  also,)  was,  that  dis- 
criminating duties  of  every  kind  had  ceased  on  both  sides 
from  that  date;  but  such,  I  find,  is  not  the  fact.  Hence  a 
difficulty  arises,  in  stating  the  question  for  reference,  to 
designate  a  period  down  to  which  the  United  States  shiJl 
be  bound  to  refund  the  discriminating  duties  in  the  event 
of  a  decision  against  us.      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  Maetiv  Yas  Busbv,  Set^y  of  Stai^t 
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Paeis,  February/  17,  1830. 

The  undersigned  requetts  his  excellency  the  Prince  de 
Polignac,  Minister,  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
to  hsTC  the  goodness  to  indicate  an  hour  when  the  under- 
8i|fned  can  baye  the  honor  of  holding  another  conversation 
with  his  excellency. 

His  excellency  the  Prince  de  Polignac  and  the  under- 
signed having  already  agreed  as  to  certain  classes  of  the 
reclamations  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  his 
excellency  has  expressed  the  willingness  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  provide  for,  to  wit,  all  vessels  and  cargoes 
not  definitively  condemned,  vessels  and  cargoes  destroyed 
at  sea,  and  supplies,  the  undersigned,  in  the  hope  of  a 
like  accord  on  the  remuning  class  of  reclamations,  to  wit, 
for  vessels  and  carg^oes  condemned,  is  desirous  of  sugcrest- 
ing  an  arrangement  which  he  flatters  himself  will  anbrd 
the  means  of  conciliating  the  views  expressed  by  his  ex- 
cellency in  a  late  conference,  with  the  just  rights  of 
American  citizens,  as  understood  and  presented  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  having  been  furnished  by  his  Govern- 
ment with  a  full  power  to  conclude  a  convention  on  this 
subject,  and  presuming  that  the  plan  of  adjustment  con- 
templated cannot  be  carried  into  execution  otherwise  than 
by  a  convention,  will  have  the  honor  to  present  this  full 
power  to  his  excellency  the  Prince  de  Poiignac,  and  the 
negotiation  can  thenceforward  proceed  by  protocol,  or 
with  such  other  formalities  as  may  be  usual  and  proper. 

The  undersigned  prays  his  excellency  the  Prince  de 
Polignac  to  accept  the  cordial  assurances  of  his  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  his  excellency  the  Fbihcx  dk  Polioitic, 

Minuter^  Seeretaryt  lie.  &e. 


Pabis,  February  23, 1830. 

The  undersigned  requests  the  honor  of  an  interview 
with  his  excellency  the  Prince  de  Polignac,  Minister,  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  at  such  time  as  may 
suit  his  excellency's  convenience. 

The  undersigned  prays  his  excellency  the  Prince  de 
Polignac  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  distinguished  con 
sideration. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  his  excellency  the  Princs  ds  Polioitac, 

&c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


[tbakslatigs.] 

Paris,  February  24,  1830. 

The  Prince  de  Polignac  presents  his  complimente  to 
the  minister  of  the  United  States,  and  rejirets  infinitely 
that  he  cannot  have  the  honor  to  receive  him  during  this 
week,  as  his  multiplied  occupations  will  not  permit  him  to 
do  so.  He  hopes  to  be  more  fortunate  in  a  few  days; 
and  prays  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  accept,  with 
his  regrets,  the  renewed  assurances  of  his  very  distin- 
guished consideration. 

His  Most  Christian  Majesty  tlie  King  of  France  and 
Navarre,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  desiring  to 
extinguish  all  source  of  misunderstanding,  and  to  consoli- 
date the  friendly  and  cordial  relations  which  it  is  the  wish 
and  interest  of  both  Powers  to  cherish,  have  respectively 
named  their  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit,  who, 

having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  have  agfreed  to,  and 
concluded  the  following  articles: 

Art.  I.  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  will  make  compen- 
sation to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  all  losses  and 
damage  sustained  by  reason  of  illegal  or  irreg»u1ar  cap- 
tures, seizures,  and  sequestrations  of  their  vesseb  and 
cargoes  under  the  authority  of  France^  in  all  cases  where  i 


the  said  vessels  and  cargpes  have  not  been  defimtireh 
condemned  by  the  Council  of  Prizes,  as  also  lor  all  IcHef 
and  damage  sustained  by  the  unlawful  destruction  of  tbdr 
vesseb  and  cargoes  at  sea,  and  lor  all  aoppGes  demtd 
from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  debtaotiienniK  dm 
by  virtue  of  contract. 

Art.  II.  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  also  cagiges  to 
make  compensation  to  the  citizens  of  the  Usiled  States 
for  all  losses  and  damage  sustained  by  reason  of  coodem' 
nations  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes  in  the  followii^  cases, 
to  wit:  1st  Where  the  condemnations  were  in  costn- 
vention  of  the  convention  of  30th  September,  18O0,  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States;  2dly.  Where  the 
condemnation  was  not  pronounced  by  a  regrdar  prize  tri- 
bunal; 3dly.  Where  the  proceeding^  were  not  acoonfisf 
to  the  forms  prescribed  by  law  for  secuiin^  a  &ir  tnl  <s 
a  hearing  of  both  parties;  4thly.  l^liere  the  sentences 
of  condemnation  g^ve  a  retrospective  effect  to  the  decrees 
under  which  they  purported  to  be  made;  Sthly.  Wbcfc 
condemnations  which  purported  to  be  made  by  virtse 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  were  pronooiioed  sob- 
scqucnt  to  the  day  from  and  after  which  the  aid  decrees, 
in  bein^  definitively  repealed,  were,  accordii^  to  cbe 
declarations  and  acts  of  the  French  Govenuaes^  to  be 
thenceforward  considered  as  not  havii^  exisfied;  and 
6thly.  Where,  from  any  other  elrcomstance  or  ci»sider- 
ation,  the  mixed  commission  hereinafter  profided  for  lihali 
determine  that  his  Majesty's  Governmest  is  yssAy  bound 
to  make  compensation,  whether  the  condcQaiatVm  was  by 
virtue  of  the  beforementioned  decrees^  or  any  olber  de- 
cree or  order,  or  upon  some  other  pretence. 

Art.  III.  For  the  purpose  of  liquidating  tike  sums  doe 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States  according  to  the  forego  jig 
principles  and  provi^ons,  and  to  determine  in  what  casov 
not  specially  designated,  his  Majesty's  Govemmest  'a 
justly  bound  to  compensate,  four  commisacmers  and  twc 
arbitrators  shall  be  appointed,  and  authorized  to  meet  and 
act  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit:  two  comauauositzi 
and  one  arbitrator  shall  be  appointed  by  lus  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  and  ti)e  remaining  two  commissioDeTs  arc 
one  uFbitrator  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tt-: 
Senate  thereof.  The  said  commissioners  and  arbitraton 
shall  first  meet  at  Paris,  but  they  shall  have  power  to  »>!• 
journ  from  place  to  place,  as  tliey  may  see  nt.  At  their 
first  meeting,  and  before  they  proceed  to  act,  they  shall 
respectively  take  the  following  oath  or  afBnnatioo,  in  rhe 
presence  of  each  other;  which  oath  or  affirmatjon,  being* 
so  taken,  and  duly  attested,  shall  be  entered  by  \WTr 
secretary  (whom  they  shall  have  power  to  appoint)  c- 
the  record  of  their  proceeding^  to  wit:  *'  1,  A  B,  one  ci 
the  commissioners  (or  arbitrators,  as  the  case  nay  be)  ai- 
pointed  in  pursuance  of  the  convention   concluded  vi 

on  between 

do  solemnly  swear  (or  aflirm)  that  I  will  hooesthr,  £1 
gently,  impartially,  and  carefully  examine,  and,  to  t"^ 
best  of  my  judgment,  according  to  the  principles  aud  pro- 
visions of  the  said  convention,  decide  all  matters  sob^ : 
ted  to  me  as  commissioner  (or  arbitrator,  as  the  case  r^. 
be)  under  the  said  convention."     All  vacancies  ecc* 
i^ng,  by  death  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  up  in  the  =»: 
ner  of  the  original  appointment,  and  the  new  oouuats-:' 
ers  or  arbitrators  shall  take  the  same  oath  or  affinnatxt* 
and  perform  the  same  duties,  as  their  predecessors. 

Art.  IY.  The  said  commissioners  are  hereby  ta^c*- 
eredand  required  to  g^  into  an  examination  of*^'-^-^ 
claims  presented  to  them  under  this  conveBtiei^  si^'  ^'•^ 
determine  the  same  according  to  tiie  merits  of  ifceievcral 
cases,  under  the  principles  and  provisions  htftfwfc^ 
established.    In  the  investigation  of  the  jiji,  JiJiM  Hi 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  examine 
sons  as  shall  come  before  them,  on  oath  or 
touching  the  premises^  and  also  to  receire»  in  erideac^ 
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according  as  they  may  think  most  consistent  with  equity 
and  justice,  all  written  depositions,  or  books,  or  papers, 
or  copies  or  extracts  thereof;  every  such  deposition,  or 
book,  or  paper,  or  copy  or  extract,  being  duly  authenti- 
cated, according  to  tlie  legal  forms  now  respectively  ex- 
isting in  the  two  countries,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the 
said  commissioners  shall  see  cause  to  require  or  allow. 

Abt.  V.  In  the  event  of  the  commissioners  not  being 
able,  by  a  majority  of  voices,  to  decide  any  particular 
case  under  examination,  or  any  collateral  question  arising 
therein,  then,  and  in  that  case,  they  shall  draw  by  lot  the 
name  of  one  of  the  two  arbitrators,  who,  after  having;' 
given  due  considei*ation  to  the  matter  contested,  shall 
consult  with  the  commissioners,  and  a  final  decision  shall 
be  given,  in  that  case,  conformably  to  the  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  the  commissioners,  and  of  the  arbitrator  so 
drawn  by  lot;  and  the  arbitrator,  when  so  acting  with  the 
commissioners,  shall  be  bound,  in  all  respects,  by  the  same 
rules  of  proceeding,  and  shall  be  vested  with  the  same 
powers  as  the  commissioners,  and  be  deemed,  for  that 
case,  a  commissioner. 

Art.  VI.  The  decision  of  the  commissioners,  or  of  the 
commissioners  and  arbitrator,  as  provided  for  by  the  pre- 
ceding article,  shall,  in  all  cases,  be  final  and  conclusive, 
both  as  to  the  iustice  of  the  claim,  andtlie  amount  of  the 
suns  to  be  paid  to  the  claimant:  and  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  engages  to  cause  the  sum  so  awarded  to  be  paid 
to  such  claimant,  in  specie,  without  deduction,  at  such 
place  or  places,  and  at  such  time  or  times,  as  shall  be 
awarded  by  the  commissioners;  and  on  condition  of  such 
releases  or  assignments,  to  be  given  by  the  claimant,  as 
the  commissioners  shall  also  direct. 

Art.  VII.  It  is  further  agreed  tluit  the  commissioners 
and  arbitrators  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  settled  between  the  two  Governments  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  conven- 
tion; and  all  other  expenses  attending  the  execution  of 
the  commission  shall  be  defrayed  jointly  by  the  two  par- 
ties, the  same  being  previously  ascertained  and  allowed 
by  the  majority  of  the  board. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

[No.  19.]  Pabis,  Mia-eh  21,  1830. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  tlie  copy  of  a  note  re- 
ceived from  Prince  de  Polignac,  together  with  a  copy  of 
my  answer,  and  to  accompany  them  with  a  statement  of 
what  has  passed  between  us,  verbally,  on  the  subject  of 
the  pending  negotiation,  since  the  date  of  my  despatch 
No.  16.  Four  or  five  days  after  the  receipt  of  his  note 
of  the  24th  ultimo,  (in  which  he  excused  himself  from  the 
interview  I  liad  requested,)  I  attended  an  evening  party 
at  his  house,  when  ne  invited  me  to  call  on  him  at  the  Fo- 
reign Office  on  the  following  Thursday,  (the  4th  of 
March,)  on  which  day,  he  said,  the  Chamber  of  Peers  (of 
Mrhich  he  is  a  member)  would  probably  not  be  in  session. 
[  called,  accordingly,  on  that  day,  wl^n  he  observed 
:hat  he  had  been  preparing  a  paper  to  be  sent  to 
-ne,  but  it  was  not  yet  in  a  state  to  be  communicated. 
Elaving  brought  with  me  the  projet  of  a  convention  I  had 
Irawn  up,  (the  same  which  was  transmitted  to  you  with 
ny  despatch  No.  16,)  and  believing  that  there  would  be 
ome  advantage  in  furnishing  the  frame  of  an  arrange- 
nent  to  which  any  propositions  he  might  make  would 
probably  be  shaped,  I  told  him  that  I  had  myself  drawn 
:p  a  sketch  of  an  arrangement,  which  I  had  no  objection 
[icn  to  show  him,  though  I  did  not  mean  to  communicate 
:  as  an  official  paper,  and  that  he  must  not  consider  it  as 
ich.  He  replied,  he  certainly  should  not,  and  that  it  was 
ot  communicated  in  the  mode  of  presenting  official  pa- 
ers. 

I  explained  to  him  the  considerations  which  led  to  the 
articular  form  of  the  second  article,  (stating  the  special 


circumstances  which  applied  to  the  several  classes  of  re- 
clamations therein  mentioned,)  and  ad<led,  that  it  had 
been  framed  with  the  intention  of  meeting  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  a  former  conference. 

He  then  read  over  the  projet,  and,  after  having  done  so, 
said  it  was  exceptionable;  that  it  took  no  notice  of  the 
French  claims;  that  the  claims,  on  both  sides,  ought  to 
be  examined  at  the  same  time,  and  no  money  paid  till  the 
liquidation  had  been  completed,  and  the  claims  on  the 
one  side  deducted  from  those  on  the  other. 

I  told  him  I  had  not  said  any  thing  of  the  French  claims, 
because,  not  understanding  the  nature  of  them,  I  had 
thought  it  most  proper  to  leave  them  to  be  presented  by 
himself,  and  added,  that  the  Government  or  the  United 
States  would  not  object  to  an  arrangement  fairly  recipro- 
cal, providing  for  all  claims  of  French  subjects  against  the 
United  States,  which  should  be  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples with  those  of  American  citizens  against  France. 

He  said  he  would  examine  my  projet  more  deliberate- 
ly if  I  would  leave  it  with  him,  and  in  a  few  days  furnish 
me  his,  presenting  such  additions  or  alterations  in  mine  as 
he  might  think  necessary.  He  expressed  no  other  objec- 
tion to  the  projet  than  what  is  n^ientioned  above,  and,  in 
the  close  or  the  interview,  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
we  should  be  able  to  settle  the  whole  subject  satisfacto- 
rily. 

On  the  day  after  the  prorogation  of  the  Chambers,  the 
enclosed  note  was  received  from  him.  His  reference  to 
the  Louisiana  question  will,  of  course,  arrest  your  atten- 
tion. I  certainly  never  have  g^ven  him  the  smallest  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  the  pretension  of  the  French  Govern* 
ment,  on  that  subject,  ever  could  be  acknowledged  by  the 
United  States.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  only  instance  in 
which  it  has  ever  been  alluded  to  in  our  conferences,  I 
stated  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  after  be- 
stowing the  most  patient  attention  on  the  arguments  of 
France,  found  itself  still  unconvinced.  Nevertheless,  in 
my  answer  to  his  note,  I  thought  it  best  to  intimate  my 
dissent  as  delicately  as  possible,  reserving  the  further  dis- 
closure of  our  views  for  a  personal  conference,  in  which 
the  positions  to  be  taken,  under  my  instructions,  might  be 
better  adapted  to  circumstances.  The  declaration  which 
the  answer  contains,  of  the  dispositions  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  as  to  the  reciprocal  adjustment  of  tiie 
claims  of  French  subjects,  is  such  as  has  been  usually 
made  by  my  predecessors,  and  seemed  due,  indeed,  to 
the  loyal  character  of  our  Government,  as  well  as  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  the  principles  on  which  we  are 
demanding  justice  for  our  own  citizens. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Hon.  M.  Van  Buben, 

Secretary  of  StatCi  WdaihingUnu 


[TBASrSLATIOir.] 

Pabis,  March  19, 1830. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  projet  of  a  treaty  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  de- 
liver me,  and  which  tends  to  terminate  the  discussions 
existing  between  France  and  the  United  States.  I  am  g^- 
ing  to  make  it  the  object  of  the  most  serious  examination. 
I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  claus- 
es which  it  contains;  but,  to  judge  of  it  by  the  disposition 
you  have  expressed  to  me  verbally  on  the  part  of  your 
Government,  to  do  justice  to  the  reclamations  of  France, 
and  particularly  to  that  which  she  presents  in  virtue  of 
the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana,  I 
cannot  but  hope  for  the  prompt  and  happy  solution  of  a 
question  so  long  contested.  In  expressing  to  you  all  my 
gratification  at  this  state  of  things,  I  take  pleasure,  sir,  in 
acknowledging  that  I  have  always  found  m  your  conver<» 
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sations  and  in  your  correspondence  the  most  conciliating* 
tone  and  manner.  This  happy  circumstance  induced  me 
to  interpret,  in  the  most  favorable  sense,  certain  passagfes 
of  a  message  addressed  to  the  American  Congress,  which, 
at  first  sight,  might  appear  to  have  been  dictated  by  an 
entirely  opposite  spirit,  and  which  made  the  King's  Go- 
vernment apprehend,  for  an  instant,  that  his  dignity  would 
not  permit  him  to  pursue  the  negotiation  to  which  they 
alluded. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with 
which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

PRINCE  DE  POLIGNAC. 

Mr.  Riyis,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Paris,  March  20,  1830. 

MoKSTEun  LE  Pniirci!:  I  have  received,  with  great  plea- 
sure, the  note  which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  yesterday. 

I  hail,  with  lively  satisfaction,  the  prospect  it  announces 
of  a  speedy  and  happy  solution  of  a  question  which,  how- 
ever it  may  have  deranged,  for  a  time,  the  natural  rela- 
tions of  the  two  Governments,  is  destined,  I  trust,  by  its 
honorable  termination,  to  make  the  bonds  of  their  ancient 
friendship  stronger  than  ever.  I  felicitate  myself  that 
your  excellency  should  have  found  in  my  manner  of  con- 
ductinsT  the  communications  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  holding  with  your  excellency,  a  subject  for  the  favora- 
ble expressions  you  are  pleased  to  employ — a  felicitation 
so  much  the  more  allowable  for  me,  as  1  fee]  persuaded 
that  no  other  manner  would  have  faithfully  represented 
the  sentiments  and  dispositions  of  mv  Government. 

Tour  excellency  is  not  mistaken  m  supposing  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  will  not  object  to  the 
application  of  a  just  reciprocity  in  a  simultaneous  adjust- 
ment of  like  reclamations  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  both  countries.  In  reg^ard  to  the  reclamation 
which  has  been  made  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  cession  of  Louisiana,  as  that  stands  on  a  peculiar  foot- 
ing, and  has  not  yet  been  the  subject  of  any  particular 
eclaircissement,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  a  verbal  conference  with  your  excellency,  as  best  fitted 
for  the  detailed  explanations  it  may  require.  For  that 
purpose,  I  pray  your  excellency  to  indicate  an  hour  when 
it  will  be  convenient  to  afford  me  an  interview. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  your  excellency  to  accept  the 
renewed  and  cordial  assurances  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

H.  E .  tlie  pRi^rcs  bs  Polignac,  &c. 


Mr.  Rivea  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
[No,  20.]  Pabis,  March  28, 1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  another 
note  received  from  Prince  Polignac,  together  with  copies 
of  two  notes  I  have  addressed  to  him.  You  will  perceive 
that  he  has  reproduced  the  allusion,  contained  in  his  for- 
mer note  on  the  subject  of  the  Louisiana  question,  in  a 
more  direct  and  positive  shape.  It  has,  however,  nothing 
to  support  it.  Having  preserved  full  minutes  of  all  my 
conferences  with  him,  taken  immediately  after  they  oc- 
curred, I  am  enabled  to  speak  with  confidence.  As  I 
mentioned  to  you  in  my  communication  of  the  16th  ultimo, 
the  Louisiana  claim  had  never  been  alluded  to  in  our  con- 
ferences but  in  a  single  instance;  and  then  it  was  not  in- 
sisted on  by  him,  and  certainly  not  encouraged  by  me.  It 
has  not  been  spoken  of  at  all  in  any  conference  since  the 
date  of  that  communication. 

The  principal  object  of  my  first  note  was  a  protestation 
against  the  correctness  of  his  statement.  You  will  per- 
ceive,  however,  that  I  closed  it  with  an  allusion  to  the 
proposition  of  arbitration  made  by  the  last  administration, 


which  I  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  forward,  in  the  pre- 
sent stage  of  the  affair,  as  affording  the  best  cbincc  of 
preventing  a  sudden  rupture  of  the  negotiilion.  The 
second  note  was  intended  as  a  justiGcatoiy  suteneBt  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Ststts  with 
regard  to  this  question,  interweaving  as  much  of  the  me- 
rits of  the  question  itself  as  could  be  done  under  tk  form 
of  narrative.  In  a  few  days,  I  shall  ask  for  a  cooftreace, 
when  the  intentions  and  real  dispositions  of  the  isi&iater 
may  be  better  sounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  serrvit, 
W.  C.  RH'ES. 

Hon.  MAKTiir  Van  Buikbit, 

Secretary  of  StatCf  WashinglM. 

[TBAirSLATIOir.] 

Pabis,  Man^  23, 1833. 

SiH:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  im  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  the  20th  of  this  month,  and  b  whi4 
while  you  express  to  me  the  wish  to  sec  the  differences 
which  yet  exist  between  our  two  Governments  tenniMM 
by  a  speedy  and  happy  reconciliation,  you  nMiufeslto"K 
the  desire  to  confer  with  me,  verbally,  on  that oMMoiir 
recUmations  which  relates  to  the  eighth  irticle  of  the 
treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that,  m 
the  actual  state  of  the  negotiation,  that  conference  vouW 
necessarily  be  without  result.     In  effect,  the  oeaffiB?  ot 
the  article  in  question  no  longer  remains  to  be  dderaifr 
ed:  we  have  agreed,  with  regard  to  it,  that  that  ^ 
ought  to  be  understood  as  France  has  always  understooa 
it}  and  this  accerd,  as  1  have  already  had  the  honor  to  a 
you,  was  even  the  indispensable  preliminary  to  ije  m?o- 
tiation  which  has  been  opened  upon  the  whole  of  the  anun 
of  which  we  have  to  treat.     The  question,  ^^^^r^ 
far  as  Louisiana  is  concerned,  now  only  is,  to  detenra 
the  manner  and  amount  of  the  indemnity  which  tnwce  ^ 
entitled  to  claim  for  having  been,  <lurinS:fi^^"/^hJ 
prived  of  the  advantages  guarantied  to  her  navigaiiMDy 

a  formal  treaty.     With  this  question  I  am  ^^^^f^i 
occupied,  and  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  collected  saifl^^ 
data  to  establish  my  opinion  positively,  you  may  ^^ 
ed  that  I  will  hasten  to  communicate  it  to  you- 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  coxadaim    * 

8tc.  &c.  8tc.  ^..rvur 

PRINCE  DE  POUGNA^- 

Mr.  Rives,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  undersigned  hadtlie  honor  to  receive,  1^  A 

•    excellency  the  Prince  of  Poligi^ac;^  no^^""  ^bat 

J  of  the  23d  instant,  and  would  not  fail  ^^  c°7^,te  rf 

to  be  his  excellency's  impression  ol  toe     ^j 


his 

date 

seems 


of 
their 


the  negotiations  now  pending  ''^''''f ?* . .  Jen  jaij^il 
supposed  beanng  on  the  question  which  oas  .^  ^^ 
under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  ^^^^*a^^l 
had  been  his  understanding  of  their  import  ana  ^ 
Tlie  Government  of  the  United  States,  "^^^^^jj^'jiart- 
upon  athoi-ough  conviction  of  its  in^^^^'f^^^^^^pps shoul«l 
ly  denied,  and  can  never  admit,  unless  its  op'  ^^^^z- 
undergo  a  radical  and  unexpected  clian5^»  gy^grjunco^ 
tion  of  that  article  heretofore  asserted  by  tye  -  j|,giij. 
,  and  it  has  certainly  been  very  la^  ij"  ^  .^ 


of  Pi'ance 

tention  of  the  undersigned  to  authorize 


a  contrary 


iIlfe^ 


iinniBC'"^' 


enccj  nor  is  he  able  to  recall  any  ihi»g»  >"  '"  ^^.j  ^ich »" 
lions  with  his  excellency,  sutficient  to  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
inference.  The  undersigned  repeats  that  t ne  ^  of 
of  the  United  States  is  willing  to  settle  ^yZ^^  ««"' 
French  subjects  against  it  on  principle*  ^  'ji^gGorem- 
procity  with  those  of  its  own  citizens  "f  j-.jputfcd  co'^* 
mentof  Francej  and,  with  respect  toUieo-f 
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struction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  it 
has  given  the  strongest  proof  of  its  just  and  equitable  dis- 
positions in  the  basis  proposed  by  it,  two  years  ag^,  for  the 
amicable  settlement  of  that  question,  and  in  regard  to 
which  it  has  not  yet  received  the  answer  of  his  Majesty's 
Government. 

The  undersigned  embraces  this  occasion  to  renew  to 
his  excellency  the  Prince  de  Polignac  the  assurances  of 
his  distinguished  consideration. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 
His  excellency  the  Friitce  de  PoiTssrAc,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Pabib,  March  27,  1830. 

MoNstEtrB  Ls  Paiircx:  I  had  the  honor,  yesterday,  to 
address  a  note  to  your  excellency,  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  statement  in  answer  to  your  excellency's  note 
under  the  date  of  the  23d  instant,  which  the  good  faith 
and  loyalty  of  our  discussions  required  should  be  made 
without  delay. 

1  beg  leave  now  to  state,  more  in  detaif,  the  part  which 
has  been  acted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  question  which  formed  the  subject  of  your 
excellency's  note.  The  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty  had  received  its  execution,  according  to  the  con- 
struction which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
invariably  put  upon  it,  more  than  two  years  before  any 
objection  was  suggested,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, to  that  construction.  When,  for  the  first  time, 
that  objection  was  presented  to  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington, in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1817,  it  received  the 
most  deliberate  and  respectful  consideration,  the  result  of 
which  was  a  clear  conviction,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  the  article  in  question  had 
been  executed  according  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning.  An 
answer  to  that  effect  was  promptly  returned  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  Majesty's  Government,  containing  a  detail- 
ed statement  of  the  reasons  on  which  that  conviction  was 
founded.  Afler  the  lapse  of  six  months,  the  objection 
-was  renewed  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Government; 
and,  from  that  period  to  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1821, 
the  question  has  been  the  subject  of  repeated  and  the 
most  nunute  and  elaborate  discussions  between  the  repi*e- 
sentatives  of  the  two  Governments  at  Washington. 

In  the  progress  of  these  discussions,  which  seem  to  have 
exhausted,  by  their  variety  and  extent,  every  possible 
view  of  the  subject,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  never  failed  to  give  the  most  earnest  and  anxious  at- 
tention to  all  the  arguments  presented,  on  behalf  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  in  support  of  its  interpretation. 
But  not  finding  those  arguments,  afler  tlie  most  careful 
and  dispassionate  consideration  of  them,  sufficient  to  over- 
rule what  seemed  to  it  to  be  the  obvious  import  of  the 
terms  of  the  compact,  it  was  compelled  to  adhere  to  its 
original  conviction;  and,  in  justification  of  that  adherence, 
has  given  full,  precise,  and  distinct  answers  on  every  point 
presented  by  the  discussion.  An  opinion,  bottomed  on 
the  plain  language  of  the  treaty,  and  the  estabiislied  ac- 
ceptation of  that  language,  it  has  found  sustained  as  to 
the  actual  intention  of  the  negotiators,  not  only  by  the 
evidence  furnished  by  its  own  archives  in  the  communica- 
tions of  its  plenipotentiaries,  but  by  every  conclusion  to 
be  drawn  from  the  recently  published  narrative  of  the 
French  negotiator  himself. 

An  opinion  thus  formed,  after  a  careful  and  respectful 
hearing  of  all  the  adverse  arguments,  tested  by  repeated 
discussions,  fortified  by  the  most  respectable  authority, 
reviewed  and  adopted  by  succeeding  administrations,  it 
could  hardly  be  supposed  would  be  now  lightly  abandon- 
ed by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and,  still  less, 
that  its  abandonment,  and  that  too  without  discussion, 
would  be  required  as  a  preliminary  to  opening  a  negotia- 
tion for  the  redress  of  undisputed  wropgs»  long  prior  in  I 


their  origin,  and  wholly  distinct  in  the  principles  and  con- 
siderations applying  to  them.  Certainly  I  have  not  sup- 
posed that  such  a  condition  has  been,  or  would  be,  re- 
quired by  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  energfy  of  the  language  used  by  your  excellency 
leads  me  to  believe  that  there  must  be  some  misconception 
as  to  the  actual  treatment  of  French  vessels  in  the  ports 
of  Louisiana.  An  idea  seems  to  be  entertained  that  the 
United  States  grant  to  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  in  the 
ports  of  Louisiana,  favors  which  are  denied  to  French 
vessels.  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  excellency,  that, 
according  to  the  commercial  system  of  the  United  States, 
no  nation  enjoys  any  favors,  properly  so  called,  in  their 
ports.  Every  privilege  or  advantage  enjoyed  by  foreign 
vessels,  in  our  ports,  is  the  reciprocation  of  correspond- 
ing privileges  or  advantages  granted  to  our  vessels  in  their 
ports.  The  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  there- 
fore, in  the  United  States,  is  that  of  reciprocity — the  treat- 
ment of  its  vessels  in  the  same  manner  in  which  it  treats 
ours. 

France  has  always  enjoyed,  not  only  in  the  ports  of 
Louisiana,  but  in  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  this 
footing  of  the  most  favored  nation.  No  duty  or  burden, 
of  any  sort,  is  imposed  on  her  vesseb  which  she  has  not 
first  imposed  on  ours;  and  in  proportion  as  she  has  con- 
sented to  relieve  our  commerce  from  burdens  in  her  ports, 
we  have  promptly  extended  the  like  exemptions  to  her 
commerce  in  ours. 

Since  the  1st  of  October,  1827,  from  which  period,  un- 
der the  operation  of  the  commercial  convention  of  1822, 
the  discriminating  duties  on  both  sides  have,  in  great  part, 
ceased,  French  vessels  are  admitted  into  the  ports  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  the  other  ports  of  the  Union,  on  the  same  terms 
(with  the  exception  of  a  trifling  remnant  of  the  ancient 
discriminating  duties)  as  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
themselves;  and  as  soon  as  France  ytiW  consent  to  abolish 
that  remnant  of  discrimination,  her  vessels  will  be  receiv- 
ed, to  the  fullest  extent,  and  in  every  respect,  on  the 
same  terms  as  national  vessels. 

Several  nations  have  already  secured  this  benefit  by 
stipulating  to  receive  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  in 
their  ports  on  the  same  terms  with  their  own  vessels.  But 
this  stipulation,  c«i  their  part,  has  been  the  indispensable 
condition  of  the  benefit.  To  extend  the  benefit  to  France, 
without  her  compliance  with  the  condition,  would  be  to 
place  her,  not  on  that  footing  of  equal  favor  with  other 
nations,  (which  is  all  that  the  treaty  of  Louisiana  secures 
to  her  after  her  twelve  years  of  special  and  exclusive  pri- 
vileges,) but  on  a  footing  of  greater  favor  than  all  other 
nations.  The  promise  of  equal  favor,  where  the  advan- 
tige  claimed  is  granted  to  others  only  on  certain  condi- 
tions, can  infer  no  other  obli^tion  than  to  grant  the  same 
advantage  on  a  compliance  witli  the  same  conditions. 

Thus  clear  and  simple  has  been  the  interpretation  of 
this  treaty  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
such  has  been  the  course  of  its  procedure  in  relation  to 
it,  guided  constantly  by  an  anxious  desire  to  fulfil  all  its 
obligations  with  that  scrupulous  good  faith  which  it  be- 
lieves to  be  the  essential  bond  of  friendly  intercourse 
among  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  distinguished 
consideration,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  apd  most 
humble  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

II.  £.  Pnixcx  Di  PoLiosAc,  &c.  &c.  Sec. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren, 

[No.  23.]  Paris,  Jlpril  6,  1830. 

Sin:  On  the  SOth  ultimo  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Mi- 
nister of  Foreign  Affairs,  simply  requesting  an  interview^ 
in  answer  to  which,  he  g^ve  roe  an  appointment  for  the 
5th  instant.    Yesterday,  accordingly,  I  waited  on  him  at 
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tiie  Office  of  Foreign  AfTatra.  He  received  me  in  his  ac- 
customed manner,  and,  to  my  g^at  surprise,  made  no  al- 
lusion to  the  misapprehennon  which  had  given  rise  to  our 
recent  correspondence.  When,  in  the  course  of  conver- 
sation, it  was  incidentally  alluded  to  by  myself,  he  did  not 
At  aU  dwell  upon  it,  and  seemed  to  be  entirely  satisfied  in 
regard  to  my  conduct  on  the  occasion.     He  turned,  very 

Sromptly,  to  the  general  subject  of  the  claims;  said  that, 
nding  the  details  connected  with  them  too  extensive  to 
be  thoroughly  examined  bjr  himself,  he  had  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  to  exammethem,  and  to  report  to  him; 
and,  when  that  report  should  be  made,  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  me,  definitively,  his  proposition. 

In  the  course  of  the  interview,  the  construction  of  the 
ei^th  article  of  tiie  Louimana  treaty  became  the  subject 
of  some  conversation  between  us.  He  maintained,  with 
a  good  deal  of  earnestness  and  apparent  conviction,  the 
justness  of  the  interpretation  contended  for  by^  the  Go- 
vernment of  France.  He  said,  however  plausible  our 
construction  might  be,  if  it  concerned  the  stipulations  of 
an  ordinary  commercial  treaty,  the  question  was  altoge- 
ther different  in  relation  to  a  political  treaty,  (as  he  de- 
nominated the  treaty  of  I^miaiana,)  and  when  considered 
in  connexion  with  the  purchase  of  territory  which  was  the 
subject  of  that  treaty.  He  also  inmsted  that,  according  to 
our  construction,  the  article  in  question  would  be  nuga- 
tory and  insignificant,  as  other  nations  might  obtain  com- 
mercial advantages  in  our  ports  by  stipulations  of  such  a 
character,  on  their  part,  that  it  would  be  physically  im- 
posuble  for  France  to  render  the  same  equivalent. 

To  these  observations  I  replied,  bv  stating  that  the 
terms  of  the  article  had  an  inherent  and  established  mean- 
ing, which  did  not  admit  of  variation.  What  that  mean- 
ing was,  I  deduced  from  the  practical  consequences  of  a 
contrary  interpretation,  as  well  as  from  the  sense  in  which 
the  same  words  were  obviously  employed  in  other  treaties; 
that,  if  these  words  were  susceptible  of  different  construc- 
tions, according  to  the  nature  of  the  instrument  in  which 
they  were  usea,  as  the  dispositions  of  the  Louisiana  treaty 
were  partly  commercial  and  partly  political,  and  as  the 
words  in  question  were  used  in  one  of  its  dispositions 
which  was  commercial,  they  ought  to  be  understood  in 
their  commercial  sense.  In  regard  to  the  impossibility 
he  had  suggested  of  an  execution  of  the  treaty  according 
to  our  construction,  in  certain  remote  contingencies,  I  re- 
marked that  extreme  cases  might  be  imagined  under  the 
plainest  questions,  which  would  present  difficulties:  that 
no  difficulties,  however,  existed  in  the  actual  case.  The 
eqiiivalent  given  by  other  nations  for  their  commercial 
privileges  in  our  ports,  it  was  clearly  in  the  power  of 
France  to  render.  It  was  not  likely,  from  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  that  equivalents  of  any  other  character  ever 
would  be  required  on  the  one  hand,  or  stipulated  on  the 
other.  But  if  a  case  ever  should  occur,  in  which,  from  the 
inability  of  France  to  render  the  identical  equivalent  given 
by  other  nations,  a  specific  and  literal  execution  of  the 
treaty  should  become  impracticable,  recurrence  should 
be  had,  as  in  all  such  cases,  to  the  good  fiiith  of  the  par- 
ties to  execute  it,  according  to  its  general  scope  and  spirit, 
by  agreeing  upon  some  other  equivalent  as  a  substitute; 
and  that  while  it  raieht  be  illiberal  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  in  such  a  case,  to  insist  inflexibly  on  the 
precise  equivalent  given  by  other  nations,  and  which  it 
was  oot  in  the  power  of  France  to  render,  it  would  be  a 
pretension  certainly  not  less  unwarrantable  on  the  part  of 
France  to  demand,  without  the  rendition  of  any  equiva- 
lent whatever,  privileges  which  were  granted  to  other 
nations  only  for  valuable  consideration. 

This  discussion  did  not  seem  to  produce  any  change  in 
the  force  of  the  Prince's  convictions.  But  while  he  ad- 
hered, with  earnestness,  to  the  interpretation  contended 
for  by  the  Government  of  France,  he  did  not  at  all  insist 
upon  it  (as  his  note  of  the  33d  ultimo  had  led  me  to  ap- 


prehend he  might  do^  as  the  condition  of  a  liirtber  pro- 
secution of  our  negotiations.  On  the  contrary,  he  ipoke 
of  our  claims,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  as  beiii^  io  s 
course  of  examination  preparatory  to  the  preaentition  of 
a  proposition  on  hii  part;  and,  in  the  close  c(  the  inter' 
view,  repeated,  what  he  had  said  on  several  otbcr  occa- 
sions, that  he  had  no  doubt  bat  that  we  shoold  be  able  to 
settle  the  whole  subject  satis&ctorily. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  he  spoke  of  tkpro- 
pontion  to  submit  the  question  to  arfoitration.  He  sud 
the  Government  of  France  never  would  consent  to  refer 
the  question  to  the  decision  of  a  foreign  Power.  T%^ 
in  alt  her  arrangements  of  this  sort,  the  a^eocj  of  amixed 
commission  had  been  preferred;  and  intiniated,  as  I  oa- 
derstood  him,  a  denre  that  this  <^uestioiip  tog^her  vish 
all  others  which  could  not  be  definitively  settled  bctvecs 
the  parties  themselves,  should  be  referred  to  sock  a  tii- 
bunal. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  foresee,  amid  tbe  iotiicKies 
and  surprises  of  diplomacy,  what  ahiqpe  tbe  propuiitJuM 
of  the  minister  may  take.  Much  confidence  is  undoubtedly 
felt,  not  only  by  the  Government,  bat,  to  my  snrpriie,  by 
many  of  the  enlightened  people  of  France,  in  the  jsslKe 
of  the  Louisiana  pretension;  and  you  wiD  pejocnc^  fitn 
Prince  Polignac's  note  of  the  33d  ultimo,  tbit  tMs  pre- 
tension reaches  far  beyond  a  simple  resticstibo  of  the 
discriminating  duties  which  have  been  levied  on  their  ves- 
sels in  the  ports  of  Louisiana.  It  demandi  '*  tademnaikjcs 
for  the  advantages  of  which  th^r  navigation  Ws  been  de- 
prived. "  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected,  therefore,  tfast  t^s 
pretension  will  be  gratuitously  abandoned. 

I  have  thought,  however,  that  its  sbaindoMPent  ub^ 
be  procured,  on  good  terms  for  the  United  States,  by  tl^ 
substitution  of  some  other  conmiercia]  easement,  ts,  kc 
instance,   a  redaction  of  the  duties  on  French  vines, 
which,  while  it  would  be  of  far  more  real  admatage  to 
France,  would  not  be  in  the  sligfatest  degree  onerous  to 
the  United  States.    Indeed,  I  perceive  that  a  proposaibgB 
has  been  already  made  in  the  Senate  fiv  the  ancoo£- 
tional  repeal  of  sil  duties  on  wines,  oiks,  and  some  olbei 
productions  of  France.    I  doubt  whether  this  propositki! 
is  as  conformable  to  the  canons  of  diplomacy  as  to  tbe 
maxims  of  political  economy.     Until  our  present  differ- 
ences with  France  are  terminated,  and  the  ooonnercnJ 
relations  of  the  two  countries^  also,  be  pot  upon  a  sata- 
factory  footing,  I  think  the  true  policy  of  tfte  United  States 
is  not  to  give  away  what  fairiy  entitles  us  to  an  equivalent, 
and  what  may  be  the  only  means  in  the  baada  m  the  Go- 
vernment of  peaceably  obtumng  justice  to  oar  c^i^xens, 
and  reciproci^  to  our  commerce.     The  mere  propoaatioB 
of  such  liberal  measures  tends  greatly  to  weaken  tins  im- 
portant resource  of  negotiation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  HIVES. 

P.  9.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  furnished,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  with  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  betwc€s 
Mr.  Adams  and  Monsieur  de  Neuville,  which  preceded, 
and  was  on  the  subject  of,  the  commercial  conventioa  cf 
1822. 

Hon.  MAaTisr  Vav  Bvasir,  SeereUary  of  State. 

Mr,  Bivea  to  Mr.  Fan  Buren. 

[No.  27.]  Pamis,  Ma^  18>  11^ 

Sir:  In  my  last  despatch,  I  mentioned  thitt  I  hai  ^  a 
note  of  the  preceding  day,  solicited  another  uitenvs  ^th 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affiurs.  On  the  lOth  tetaitit,  I 
received  from  Baron  DefFandis,  the  director  of  ^A^Q^ 
sion  of  the  Foreign  Department  in  wUch  the  Xjwfisd 
States  are  comprehended,  a  note  written  by  the  <&ectiea 
of  the  minister,  of  which  a  copy  b  enclosed.     On  tbe  fc^ 
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on  JSmeriean  Commerce. 
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lowing  day,  I  accordingly  called  at  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Affairafor  the,  purpose  of  conversing  with  Baron  Def- 

nndis. 

I  stated  to  him  that  t  had  requested  an  interview  with 
the  minister,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  be  enabled  to 
communicate  to  me  something  definitive  on  the  subject 
of  our  claims,  in  regard  to  which  the  motives  and  neces* 
sity  for  coming  to  some  determination  were  daily  becom- 
ing more  and  more  urgent.    He  said  that  the  multiplied 


givmgmean  answer;  but  that,  in  the  course  of  that  week, 
he  would  send  me  an  answer  to  mv  last  communication. 

Understanding  him  to  refer  to  the  note  I  had  written  in 
relation  to  the  French  clum  under  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Louisiana  treaty,  and  apprehending  that  a  renewed 
discussion  on  that  Question  might  throw  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  the*  negotiation  already  commenced,  I  made  seve- 
ral remarks  tending  to  show  the  unreasonableness  and  in- 
justice of  uniting  that  question,  especially  in  the  way 
which  bad  been  intimated,  with  the  subject  of  our  claims. 
He  replied  that  he  thought  there  was  a  very  fair  and  pro- 
per connexion    between  them?  that,  although  the  two 
subjects  differed  in  their  particular  attributes,  they  were 
both  of  the  same  general  character.     His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, he  said,  was  not  in  strictness  (k  la  requeur) 
responmble  for  the  acts  of  the  Imperial  Government;  that 
the  recognition  of  a  limited  responsibility  in  the  conven- 
tions of  1814  and  1815,  with  the  European  Powers,  was 
extorted  by  the  presence  of  an  armed  force;  that  the 
United  States,  in  presenting  the  more  extensive  clums 
of  their  citizens,  must  be  considered  as  appealing  only  to 
the  friendly  And  equitable  dispositions  of  his  Majesty's 
Government;  that  his  Majesty's  Government,  therefore, 
was  justified  in  skvmg  to  the  United  States,  we  cannot 
give  you  this  proof  of  our  friendly  sentiments,  unless  vou 
will,  at  the  same  time,  give  us  a  proof  of  a  corresponding 
liberality  on  your  part,  by  the  equitable  settlement  of  a 
question  in  which,  though  you  do  not  admit  the  validity  of 
our  demand,  it  seems  to  us  to  be  as  well  founded  as  yours. 
I  need  not  detain  you  by  saving  in  what  manner  I  an- 
swered a  course  of  reasoning,  founded  on  the  obvious  er- 
ror of  transforminff  claims  which  are  ex  debito  jtutUia  in 
the  strictest  sense,  mto  an  application  est  ^Tvrfia,  addressed 
to  the  mere  ikvor  of  his  Majesty's  Government.   I  remark- 
ed to  Monsieur  Deffandis  that  I  should  regret  very  much 
if  such  a  position  should  be  taken,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  viewed  otherwise  than  very  unfavorably  by  my  Go- 
vernment. 

I  have  waited  till  now  in  the  hope  that  I  might  be  en- 
abled to  send  you  tlie  answer  of  the  minister,  whatever  it 
might  be;  but,  although  more  than  a  week  has  elapsed 
since  my  conversation  with  Baron  Deffandis,  no  commu- 
nication has  been  yet  received  from  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs. 

I  yesterday  met  with  the  minister  at  a  reception  of  the 
diplomatic  corps  by  the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples,  and 
snatched  a  moment  of  hurried  conversation  with  him,  in 
which  I  endeavored  to  impress  on  him  the  expediency  of 
turning  his  attention,  at  once,  to  maturing  the  details  of 
some  practical  arrangement,  instead  of  renewing  a  profit- 
less, and,  possibly,  a  mischievous  discussion.  He  seemed 
to  think  it  necessary  to  maintain  their  ground  on  the  Lou- 
isiana question  in  the  correspondence,  whatever  miglit  be 
the  disposition  ultimately  made  of  it;  but  promised  to  con- 
sider my  sug^stion. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  minister,  for  some  time 
past,  has  been  so  much  occupied  with  a  variety  of  other 
affairs,  being  charged,  ad  interim^  with  the  portfolio  of 
the  War  Department,  in  addition  to  his  own  proper  du- 
ties, sufficiently  complicated  and  burdensome,  as  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  President  of  the 


Council,  that  he  seems  recently  to  have  bestowed  but  lit- 
tle of  his  personal  attention  on  the  subject  of  our  claims. 
I  hope  that,  when  his  committee  shall  have  made  their  re- 
port>  he  may  be  induced  to  give  bis  attention  to  the  sub* 
ject,  with  a  view  to  some  practical  result. 

Though  I  have  not  had,  and  could  not  properly  have, 
any  direct  communications  with  this  committee,  I  have 
sought  to  obtain  all  the  information  I  could  as  to  theirpro- 
ceedings,  and  to  supply,  on  mv  part,  through  unofiicial 
channels^  that  which  I  supposea  to  be  necessary  to  con- 
duct them  to  a  right  conclusion.  Their  investigation  be- 
ing essentiallv  an  ex  parte  one,  I  felt  that  we  were  placed 
under  a  disadvantage  by  it,  which  it  was  desirable  to  coun- 
teract as  fitf  as  practicable.  The  means  of  doing  this  was 
happily  afforded  me  by  the  intermediary  of  Mr.  M^chin* 
a  French  advocate  of  great  intelligence  and  probity,  who, 
by  his  marriage  with  an  American  lady,  having  a  personal 
interest  in  the  claims,  and  representing,  professionally, 
the  interests  of  some  other  claimants,  and  being  already 
in  relations  with  the  same  commission  concerning  other 
foreign  claims  referred  to  them,  could  properly  commu- 
nicate with  them  in  those  characters,  without  appearing 
to  come  from  me.  His  communications  have  been  with 
the  Marqius  Dubouzet,  heretofore  the  secretary  of  the 
commission  in  their  investigation  of  other  foreign  claims, 
but  now  associated  with  them  as  a  co-commissioner  on  the 
subject  of  the  American  claims,  and  cliarged  by  his  col- 
leagues with  the  preparation  of  their  report  to  the  min- 
ister. I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Mr. 
M^chin,  some  (kys  ago,  giving  a  brief  statement  &f  a  con- 
versation with  the  JM^u^uis  Dubouzet,  the  indications  of 
which  are  quite  favorable.  The  report  will  probably  not 
be  made  as  soon  as  Mr.  Mechin  anticipated,  though  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  postponed  much  longer,  as  I  see  no  pros- 
pect of  an  effectual  advance  in  the  negotiation  till  it  is  laid 
before  the  minister. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  gazettes  accompanying  this 
despatch,  that  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  been  at  length 
dissolved,  and  both  Chambers  convoked  for  tiie  3d  of  Au« 
gust.  The  contest  in  the  new  elections,  which  are  to  take 
place  in  tlie  latter  part  of  next  month  and  the  first  of  July, 
will  be,  no  doubt,  a  very  animated  one,  as  it  must  be  most 
important  in  its  results.  .  The  recent  reports  of  the  Pre- 
fects of  the  Departments  are  said  to  be  more  favorable 
to  the  success  of  ministers,  tiiough  the  opposition  seem 
not  yet  to  have  lost  any  portion  of  their  confidence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"With  great  respect. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Hon.  Maktih  Vav  Buasir, 

Secretary  of  StaiCp  Washington, 

[tsaitslatiov.] 
Defartkbht  or  Foasioir  Aftairs, 
Offiee,of  the  Second Bireetor,  Farts,  May  10,  IS'the 

Baron  Deffandis  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  mi r' from 
the  United  States  that  he  has  been  charged  to  »s  at  a 
him  on  behalf  of  H.  £.  the  Prince  dePolignac,  whrtes  on 
pelled,  by  his  multiplied  occupations,  to  deprive  in  the 
of  that  advantage;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  the^3,  at 
of  the  interview  be  not  some  new  affair,  or  som^9,  or 
dential  communication.  Sirlt 

Baron  Deffandis,  who  will  be  at  Mr.  Rives's  disf  of 
every  day  until  two  o'clock,  avails  himself,  also,  withpt 
gemess,  of  this  occasion  to  offer  him  the  assurances  ofT> 
high  consideration.  "^ 

>Ir.  Rives,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

[tbavslatios.] 

Pauis,  May  12, 1830. 
Sim:  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Babouzet,  in  writing,  the 
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observations  sug^sted  by  the  conversation  I  had  the  ho- 
nor of  holding  with  you.  I  have  since  seen  him,  and  we 
conversed  at  considerable  length  on  the  affair  in  question. 
My  remarks  appeared  to  him  to  be  Just,  and  he  makes  no 
doubt  of  the  equity  of  the  claims;  only  he  seems  to  me 
to  attacli  too  much  importance  to  the  negotiations  con* 
ducted  with  the  Imperial  Government  by  Mr.  BarloV, 
Mr.  Crawford,  &c.  He  thinks  that  the  King's  Govern- 
ment, substituted  to  the  Imperial,  is  bound  to  do  what  the 
other  would  have  been  bound  to  do,  and  no  more;  and, 
from  the  negotiations  with  the  latter,  he  would  infer  tiie 
importance  of  the  debt. 

Although  this  opinion  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  alto- 
gether correct,  it  is,  nevertheless,  important  to  enlighten 
the  commission  on  the  negotiations  of  that  period.  They 
have  not  yet  entered  upon  the  examination  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  documents,  and  their  opinion  is,  therefore, 
not  yet  formed.  But,  it  appears,  they  will  arrive  at  a 
definitive  decision  in  about  ten  days. 

Do  you  not  think,  sir,  that  I  might,  after  having  ob- 
tained from  you  the  necessary  information,  see  Mr.  Du- 
bouzet  ag^in,  and  discuss  this  point,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
is  of  primary  importance?  If  such  be  your  opinion,  I 
will  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you  on  Friday  or  Saturday, 
to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  facts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &e. 

LUCIEN  MECHIN. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren, 

[No.  28.]  Paris,  May  20, 1830. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive,  from  my  recent  despatches 
that  the  claim  asserted  by  France  under  the  eighth  article 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  im- 
pending, with  a  very  dubious  aspect,  over  the  course  of 
the  negotiations  here.     I  have  had  no  discussion  with  the 
minister  upon  the  merits  of  it  since  that  which  is  detailed 
in  despatch  No.  23;  but  it  has  been,  several  times,  allud- 
ed to  by  him  in  such  a  way  (though  in  very  few   words, 
and  those  very  vague)  as  to  make  me  apprehend  that  it 
mi^ht  yet  be  made  use  of  to  interrupt  the  negotiations 
which  had  been  commenced.     The  conversation  1  had 
with  Baron  Deffandis,  on  the  lllh  instant,  furnished  new 
ground  for  that  apprehension,  by  announcing  the  inten- 
tion of  the  minister  to  address  me  another  note  on  the 
subject.     Fearing  that,  in  the  temper  which  had  been 
manifested  on  this  point,  positions  might  be  taken  which 
would  greatly  lessen,  if  not  destroy,  the  chances  of  an 
accommodation,  and  being  thoroughly  convinced  that  an 


be  maintained,  whatever  might  be  the  bssii  on  vfaicb  h 
should  be  ultimately  arranged. 

He  asked  me  to  call  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and  ieare  tith 
Baron  Deffandis  a  memorandum  of  what  I  had  SQgjfHted, 
that  he  might  more  maturely  reflect  on  it  In  come- 
quence  of  this  request,  I  drew  up  an  infonmlptper,  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  and,  being  disappointtdDnot 
finding  Mr.  Deffandis  at  the  Foreign  Office,  I  htre,  this 
day,  communicated  it  in  a  private  note  to  tbe  mioister,of 
which  a  copy  is  also  enclosed.  Tou  will  perceirt  t^ 
in  the  form  of  these  communications,  1  bare  taktae^ 
precaution  required  by  the  usages  of  diplomacy,  to  pn- 
vent  them  from  being  considered  as  aQthorizedand  bi&i- 
ing  official  acts. 

I  have  not,  however,  yentured  apon  this  step  vithoota 
full  sense  of  my  personal  responsibility  io  taking  hvitti' 
out  the  sanction  of  instructions.  The  expediencr  of  tkf 
measure,  however,  appears  to  me  so  obrioiis,  and  itsK- 
cessity  was  so  urgent,  that  I  flatter  myself  I  have  inair- 
red  but  little  hazard  of  the  PreadenfadiaapproiatioDiii 
adopting  it.  The  negotiation  had  been  at  a  ttuid  fo? 
more  than  two  months.  All  my  efforts  to  put  it  apio  is 
motion  had,  as  yet,  been  without  effect.  An  iotenticflW 
been  announced  of  renewing  the  discunon  oathel^ 
siana  question;  which,  in  the  actual  state  oftlK/mii|oa 
that  subject,  could  not  but  tlirow  new  obstido  in  ^^ 
way.  1  was  thoroughly  convinced  that,  lUkxtgii  they 
mi^ht  possibly  keep  up  the  forms  of  a  negitiaiioa  viihoot 
insisting  on  a  previous  recognition,  on  oar  put,  of  tbe 
Louisiana  claim,  they  never  would  conseottopaywrR- 
clamations,  unless  some  accoraraodafion  ihouldbeoaiie. 
at  the  same  time,  with  regard  to  their  daim  under  tk 
treaty  of  Louisiana.  Time  pressed;  theCbambeniadben 
dissolved;  new  elections  were  to  takephcetbeb^a 
June  and  the  first  of  July,  and  the  Chambenveitc^ 
voked  for  tbe  first  of  August. 

The  continuance  of  the  present  mmiiter  in  oice,  «j 
the  event  of  an  unfavorable  issue  of  this  appeal  to  tbe 
nation,  might  be  very  short.  Delay,  therefore,  wb  ^ 
most  as  bad  as  a  rejection  of  our  daims.  ^^  ™]^  ][^  r' 
supposed  that,  after  the  heavy  responsibility  MWp»  T 
ministers  in  the  enormous  expenses  of  tbe  Aigeno^  ^• 
pedition,  without  a  previous  grant  of  wppiiw J»y^ 
Chambers,  they  would  feel  great  reluctance  to  add  to  iha 
responsibility,  by  imposing  a  new  debt  (wag  ta  tfic 
acknowledgment  of  our  claims)  on  the  wtwn.  to  tue 
plan  suggested  by  me,  while  it  vfua^vidtnavim- 
tageous  for  us,  I  hoped  the  prime  miaiAer  wwdsecso 
much  advantage  for  France,  and  for  hinwlfiP^^^J*?-* 


accommodation  of  some  sort  or  other,  in  relation  to  it    _..^ 

would  be  inflexibly  insisted  on,  I  determined,  after  the  I  might  be  induce^  without  further  deUy 
"^^^  fi__!r?!^""  ..*"*l°.***  »'«fl^ction,  to  tr>'  the  effect  of  gotialion  to  a  practical  and  favorable  conclusion 


in  the  present  crisis,  that  he  would  be  quickened  into  i 

more  willing  and  prompt  attention  to  the  subjca,  m 

be  induced,  without  further  deUy.  to  bnogtbene- 


^suggestion  contained  in  mv  despatch  No.  23. 
jjrbis  1  did,  in  very  gfuardcd  terms,  in  the  bri 


brief  inter- 


ties  to"  concerning  which  the  two  Governments  could 
bv  ae^^'  ^^^  ^^^®  injustice  of  blending  it  with  another 
and  r  ^*^°">'.  "^reign  in  its  character  and  principles,  1 
Unit'**^^  to  him,  incidentally,  that  though  the  Govern- 
r™  of  the  United  States  (believing  the  claim  of  France. 


**  'r  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  wholly 

^Vitutc  of  foundation)  could  not  feel  any  obligation  to 

P!r  an  equivalent  for  its  abandonment,  yet,  in  a  spirit 

.  fricndUr  liberality,  it  might  be  induced,  by  a  prompt 

id  satisfactory  settlement  of  existing  differences,  to 
^rant,  in  lieu  of  it,  some  other  commercial  advantage, 
as,  for  example,  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  French 
wines.      The    suggestion    seemed,    at    once,    to    gain 

his  favorable  attention,   though  he  intimated  that  the,^« .hv...«-m.  w«.t.«w«»,.w 

ground  aU-eady  Uken  on  the  merits  of  the  question  must  cent.     A  reducUon  of  the  duty  on  thU  dcscnpt^ 


I'he  proposition  suggested  by  me„instead  ^^^^J^ 
sacrifice  on  our  part,  would  be  the  acquisition  of  sn^r 
lute  advantage  to  the  United  Slates.  Tou  will  pciw^J 
that  it  has  in  view  the  duty  imposed  on  the  cheap  trcwo 
wines  only,  those  "imported  in  casks,"  m^^^""^^ 
the  act  of  Congress.  As  low  as  the  duty  of  ten  cents  the^ 
Ion  on  those  wines  seems  to  be,  it  is  yetdisproportwii»D|! 
high,  compared  with  the  duties  on  other  wincs-Mj^"^ 
for  example.  Supposing  the  average  price  of  »^' 
wines,  in  the  "••-  "^  '  "*•-"-- '-•l'^^^* 
specific  duty 

sent  rate  of .^  ^ ^^  „„ ,  _  -j_  ^^ 

valorem  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.  only.  TJ^** 
rage  price,  in  France,  of  such  wines  as  are  expar-* 
casks,  is  about  fifteen  cents  the  gallon.  Thcctst'*  . 
United  States  would,  probably,  be  double,  or  it  s^J 
be  as  much  as  forty  cents  the  gallon.  Suppoang  tj*  ^ 
ter  to  be  the  price  there,  a  specific  duty  of  ten  cfn» 
"  toanadvalorcmoftwcniv-fi'^F; 

1,1  w 


gallon  is  equivalent 
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winesi  therefore,  seems  to  be  but  fair  and  reasonable  to- 
wards France;  while,  by  introducing  more  freely  among 
us  a  pleasant  and  unintoxicating  drink  within  the  reach 
of  the  pecuniary  means  of  almost  every  class  of  society, 
it  would  have  a  most '  beneficial  eifect  on  the  public  mo- 
rals; and  the  increased  consumption,  arising  from  the 
more  general  use  of  them,  under  a  system  of  low  duties, 
would,  I  doubt  not,  produce  a  material  increase  of  re- 
venue. 

This  would  be  the  state  of  the  matter,  if  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  French  wines  in  the  United 
States  stood  alone.     But  you  will  perceive  that  I  have 
connected  with  it  a  simultaneous  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  American  cottons  in  France.    In  looking  over,  while 
at  Washington,  the  files  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  correspondence, 
I  observed  in  a  report  of  one  of  the  consuls  to  him,  (Mr. 
Strobe],  I  think,)  a  statement  that  the  cottons  of  America 
were  subjected  to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  than  those  of 
some  other  countries.     On  my  arrival  here,  my  attention 
was  early  directed  to  this  subject;  and  the  result  of  the 
information  I  obtained  was,  that  while  the  cottons  of  Tur- 
key, without  distinction  of  kind,  pay  a  duty  of  fifteen 
francs  the  one  hundred  kilos,  only,  and  the  long  staples 
of  India  pay  a  duty  of  twenty-five  francs,  and  the  short 
staples  of  the  same  country  a  duty  often  francs  the  one 
hundred  kilos,  only,  the  long  staples  of  the  United  States 
and  of  America  generally  pay  as  much  as  forty  francs, 
and  their  short  staples  as  much  as  twenty  francs  the  one 
hundred  kilos.     The  reduction  and  equalization  of  these 
duties  on  our  cottons  would  be  an  important  advantage 
gained  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  a  full 
equivalent  for  any  sacrifice  which  might  be  supposed  to 
be  made  in  the  suggested  reduction  of  the  duty  on  French 
wines,  in  any  possible  view,  however  unfavorable,  of  that 
measure. 

I  was  confirmed  the  more  in  my  impression  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  this  arrangement  for  the  United  States,  from 
having  seen  that  a  proposition,  emanating  from  very 
high  authority  on  commercial  subjects,  was  before  the 
Senate  for  the  gratuitous  and  unconditional  repeal  of  all 
duties  on  foreign  wines.  My  view  extended  only  to  a 
reasonable  reduction  in  consideration  of  fair  equivalents, 
and  the  stipulation,  of  course,  to  be  limited,  m  point  of 
time,  to  a  term  of  some  ten  or  twelve  years*  I  persuade 
myself  that  it  cannot  fail  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  whose  previous  sanction  the  criticsd  and  ur- 
gent circumstances  of  the  moment  rendered  it  impossible 
to  await,  without  losing  an  opportunity  which  might  not, 
perhaps,  very  soon  occur  again. 

What  effect  the  suggestions  made  will  have  upon  the 
minister,  remains  to  be  seen,  though  I  cannot  but  hope, 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  received  in  our  per- 
sonal interview,  that  it  will  be  decidedly  favorable.  I 
Iiavc  constantly  sought  to  awaken  his  attention  to  the  im- 
portance and  value  of  the  commercial  relations  of  France 
i;v'ith  the  United  States,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  intimate 
o  him,  very  intelligibly,  that  the  advantages  of  these  re- 
ations  were  essentially  dependent  on  an  early  and  satis* 
actory  adjustment  of  our  claims.  This  view  I  have  been 
enabled  to  enforce,  with  particular  effect,  by  nutting  into 
lis  hands  a  memorial  of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 
) resented  to  Congress  in  January  last,  demanding  an 
equalization  of  the  duties  on  French  and  India  silks,  and 
apporting  the  application  by  very  persuasive  arguments. 
le  is  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  this  interest  of  the  com- 
iicrcc  of  France,  and  manifests  a  quick  sensibility  to 
rhiktever  threatens  it  with  a  loss  of  its  present  advan- 
igcs.  I  have,  also,  derived  aid  from  their  own  ofiicial 
ocumentsin  impressing  these  considerations,  particularly 
rom  an  important  document  accompanying  the  recent 
sport  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  fcing,  in  which  a 
ill  view  is  exhibited  of  their  whole  foreign  commerce,  and 
'hich  carries  the  valuation  of  their  commerce  with  the 
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United  States  to  a  much  higher  amount  than  the  annyal 
treasury  statements  of  the  United  States.  The  solicitude 
of  the  minister,  therefore,  being  already  aroused  on  this 
subject,  I  am  the  more  induced  to  anticipate  a  favorable 
effect,  from  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  paper  just 
communicated  to  him. 

The  changes  in  the  ministiy,  announced  this  morning, 
add  not  a  little  to  the  force  of  the  motives  for  taking,  at 
once,  some  step  which  may  afiord  a  chance  of  bringing 
the  pending  negotiation  to  a  close.  Comte  de  Peyronnet 
and  Monsieur  Cnantelauze,  who  take  the  places  of  Comte 
Chabrol  and  Monsieur  Courvosier  in  the  ministry,  are  of 
a  much  higher  tone  of  royalist  politics  than  their  prede- 
cessors, and  their  names  will,  undoubtedly,  render  the 
ministry  still  more  the  object  of  national  aversion.  Comte 
de  Pe}rronnet  was  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  of  the  Yillele 
ministry,  which  fell  before  tlie  elections  of  1827.  Being, 
however,  a  man  of  talent,  and  of  great  boldness,  it  may 
be  expected  that  his  presence  in  that  department  which 
more  immediately  superintends  tlie  elections,  may  extort 
from  the  prudent  fears  of  the  voters  what  could  not  be 
obtained  from  their  confidence  or  their  affection. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Hon.  Mabtin  Vak  BuBxir, 

Secretary  of  SicUCj  Washington. 

[PRIVATX.] 

Paris,  May  20,  1830. 

Mo^siEUB  Lx  Pbiitcz:  Iu  pursuance  of  the  understand- 
ing with  your  excellency,  I  called  yesterday  at  the  Fo- 
reign Office  to  leave  the  enclosed  paper  with  Monsieur 
le  Baron  Defiandis  for  you,  but  bad  not  the  good  fortune 
to  see  him.  I  have  called  again  to-day  at  an  earlier  hour, 
to  be  more  sure  of  finding  him  in  his  bureau,  and  in  the 
hope,  also,  that  I  might  possibly  be  favored  with  a  short 
interview  with  yourself,  as  I  had  been  informed  that  you 
had  set  apart  this  day  in  each  week  for  the  reception  of 
such  of  the  diplomatic  corps  as  have  business  with  you. 
Being  disappointed  in  both  objects,  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  transmit  the  paper  in  question  to  you,  hoping  that  the 
proof  you  will  see  in  the  nature  of  its  suggestions  of  a 
sincere  desire  to  prevent  any  interruption  of  the  friendly 
relations  between  our  Governments,  will  lead  to  a  prompt 
and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  diiferences  which  have 
been  so  long  pending. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  distinguished  respect,  your 
excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

H.  £.  THE  PBIXCE  DE  POUOITAC,  &C.   &C.   &C.   &C. 
[private  AXS  CONTIDXBTIAL.] 

In  lieu  of  the  privilege  claimed  by  France  under  the 
eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  let  her  obtain  from 
the  United  States  a  stipulation  to  receive  her  wines  at  a 
slill  lower  rate  of  duty.  The  duty  in  the  United  States  on 
the  ^eater  part  of  French  wines,  which  is  stated  in  the 
Petition  des  Propridtaires  des  Vignes,  &c.,  of  1828,  at 
nine  dollars  the  barique,  is  now  ten  cents  the  gallon,  or 
six  dollars  the  barique.  But  the  United  States,  in  a  spirit 
of  liberal  accommodation  to  the  feelings  and  interests  of 
the  French  Government,  might  be  induced,  by  a  prompt 
and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  questions  now  pending, 
to  favor  the  commerce  of  French  wines  by  a  stiU  further 
reduction  of  duties:  to  make  them,  for  example,  instead 
of  six  dollars  the  barique, dollars  the  barique. 

Would  not  a  substantial  privilege  of  this  sort,  obtiuned 
in  all  the  ports  of  tiie  United  States,  for  the  most  import- 
ant, and  at  the  same  time  the  most  suffering  branch  of  the 
national  industry  of  France^  be  worth  infimtely  more  than 


250 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


22d  CoxG.  2d  Sus.] 


Spoliations  on  American  Commerce, 


the  advantage  (almost  entirely  nominal,  it  is  believed) 
sought  for  the  French  navigation  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana 
alone,  by  a  construction  which  the  United  States  have 
uniformly  opposed,  and  must  ever  oppose,  as  destitute  of 
foundation  ? 

The  representations  of  the  vine  proprietors  to  the 
Chambers  show  that  their  great  want,  at  this  moment,  is 
that  of  exterior  ddbouch^s  for  their  products,  among 
which  they  particularly  refer  to  the  market  of  the  United 
States  as  an  important  one.  It  is  believed  that  the  con- 
sumption of  French  wines  in  the  United  States  is  already 
as  great,  or  nearly  so,  as  that  of  any  country  in  Europe, 
(except  France  herself,)  since  the  great  dimmution  of  the 
consumption  of  the  North  of  Europe,  which  is  said  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  French  duties  on  foreigfn  irons 
and  linens.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  taste 
for  French  wines  is  just  beginning  to  be  formed  in  the 
United  States.  When  that  taste  shall  be  definitively  de 
cided  in  favor  of  them,  as  it  undoubtedly  would  be  by  a 
freer  and  more  favorable  introduction  of  them  under  a 
system  of  low  duties,  the  value  of  that  market  to  the 
vignobles  of  France  can  be  measured  only  by  the  extent 
of  its  territory,  and  the  rapid  increase  of  its  population. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  that  taste  should  be  now  checked 
by  an  unfavorable  state  of  the  commercial  or  political  re 
lations  of  the  two  countries,  the  habits  of  using  other 
drinks,  or  the  establishment  of  the  vine  culture  there, 
would  forever  deprive  France  of  that  market.  It  is  to  be 
also  observed,  that  the  opportunity  now  afforded  to 
France  of  securing  a  permanent  and  valuable  d^bouchd 
for  her  wines  in  the  United  States,  is  not  subject  to  any 
of  the  objections  which,  it  is  presumed,  would  attend  the 
acquisition  of  d^bouch^s  in  other  quarters.  It  is  hardly 
to  be  supposed  that  the  Governments  of  the  North  of  Eu- 
rope would  consent  to  a  reduction  of  their  duties  on 
French  wines,  unless  France  should,  at  the  same  time, 
consent  to  reduce  her  duties  on  their  irons  and  linens — a 
measure  which  would  very  injuriously  affect  the  manufac- 
ture of  those  articles  in  France.  On  the  contrary,  the 
suggested  arrangement  with  the  United  States  naturally 
draws  to  it  a  measure  which  would  essentially  promote  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  France,  in  admitting  the  raw 
material  of  its  cotton  fabrics  from  the  United  States  on 
the  same  terms  as  from  other  portions  of  the  world.  This 
is  no  favor  to  the  United  States.  It  is  a  measure  which 
has  been  already  recognised  as  being  required  by  the  in- 
terests of  JFrance  herself,  and  the  projet  of  a  law  to  that 
effect  has  been  for  some  time  past,  it  is  understood,  in 
readiness  to  be  laid  before  the  Chambers. 

If  these  suggestions  should  meet  the  acceptance  which 
it  seems  impossible,  indeed,  to  withhold  from  them,  they 
might  be  arranged  in  a  short  commercial  treaty^  to  be  ex- 
ecuted simultaneously  with  the  plan  of  indemnities  hereto- 
fore submitted,  and  the  one  to  be  dependent  on  the  other. 

They  are  submitted  for  consideration,  not  from  the  idea 
that  France  can  rightfully  expect  any  equivalent  for  the 
abandonment  of  a  pretension  believed  to  Be  wholly  unten- 
able, or  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  of  unquestionable 
justice,  but  in  a  spirit  of  ihe  most  friendly  liberality;  and 
with  a  sincere  desire  to  render  an  act  of  justice  on  the 
part  of  France,  (which  all  parties  here  seem  agreed  must 
sooner  or  later  be  performed,)  at  the  same  time  an  act  of 
interest,  a  source  of  permanent  advantage  to  the  nation, 
and  of  popularity  and  credit  to  the  administration  which 
concludes  it. 

If  these  suggestions  should  not  lead  to  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement now,  it  will  not  accord  with  the  views  or  poli- 
cy of  the  United  States  to  grant  the  same  advantage  at 
any  future  period. 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Fan  Burert. 
[No.  29.]  Paris,  May  ^9,  1830. 

Sitt:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 


communication  received  firom  Prince  Polignac,  and  a.  copv 
of  my  answer  also.  You  will,  no  doubt,  be«tntck  vitii 
the  coincidence  between  the  course  of  reasoniiig  adopted 
in  the  written  communication,  and  that  develop^  for  the 
first  time,  in  the  conversation  of  Baron  Defiiusiis,  which 
is  detailed  in  my  despatch  No.  27.  This  may  acrre  to  ex- 
plain not  only  the  origin  of  this  communicatioB,  bat  the 
source  of  the  discrepancies  which  have  appeared  bdween 
the  conversations  of  the  minister,  and  the  notes  vr.ttni  in 
his  name.  I  must  here  remark,  in  regard  to  the  alkged 
misapprehension  about  the  Louisiana  claim,  that  the  ik,t.- 
ister  has  never,  in  any  conversation  with  me,  asserle^i  tba: 
he  had  understood  me  as  expressing  any  acquiescence,  or 
possibility  of  any  acquiescence,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  in  the  French  coDstructira 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty. 

You  will  perceive,  however,  that,  in  the  attempt  to  re- 
trieve this  departure,  positions  have  been  taken  venr  be 
beyond  any  assumed  by  former  ministers.  This  vamac^ 
I  have  thought  it  important  to  point  out  in  my  aasver,  s 
well  as  to  expose  the  true  character  of  the  new  poatjoss 
which  have  been  assumed.  Indeed,  the  tone,  as  veil  as 
reasoning  of  this  communication,  seemed  to  me  to  requiz^ 
a  free  and  unreserved  development  of  the  extrsTa^sace 
of  the  pretensions  asserted  on  the  part  of  France,  as  veil 
as  a  firm  vindication  of  the  justice  of  oiir  derail^  Hbile 
I  thought  this  course  called  for,  both  by  tbedwiHtr  of  the 
American  Government,  and  the  importaace  «  the  n^ts 
involved,  I  believed  it,  at  the  same  time,  moH  expedleat 
in  reference  to  the  effect  to  be  produced. 

In  going  up,  however,  fully  to  the  limits  of  allovabU 
freedom  in  diplomatic  dis6us8ion,  I  have  been  careful  net 
to  transcend  them,  or  to  embarrass  the  Government  in  %t.x 
course  of  measures  which  may  ultimately  become  ncce- 
sary,  by  the  indiscretion  of  a  hasty  zeal  on  my  part.  T^ 
task  was  a  delicate  as  well  as  important  one,  and  I  cjji 
only  say  that  the  manner  of  its  execution  has  been  there- 
suit  of  my  best  reflection,  both  as  to  what  is  right  and  vbat 
is  expedient. 

If  the  Government  of  France  should  adhere  to  the  por- 
tion now  taken,  (which  I  can  hardly  believe  to  be  senoss- 
ly  intended,)  one  object,  at  least,  will  have  been  attained 
in  having  brought  them  to  a  distinct  and  intelligible  ex- 
pression of  their  determination  with  regard  to  our  claims. 
I  shall  seek  an  early  interview  with  the  minister,  in  which 
I  shall  speak  to  him,  with  great  franknesa^  of  tbc  unfa- 
vorable light  in  which  the  new  position  he  has  taken  must 
be  viewed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  endeavor  to  awaken  him  to  all  the  other  ccmsideri- 
tions  connected  with  the  friendship  and  harmony  of  ttie 
two  countries,  which  may  seem  best  calculated  to  have  :t% 
effect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.   C.   RIVES. 

Hon.  Martik  Vaw  BunEv, 

Secretary  of  Slate* 


[tbaxsi-atioh.] 

Pabis,  iMoy  20,  15-L'j. 
Sin:  The  letters  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  wr- 
me  the  36th  and  27th  of  March,  have  given  me  the  f  ij-* 
est  pain,  by  causing  the  hope  I  had  conceived  of  a«s^V 
settlement  of  the  differences  existing  between  Ynscti^- 
the  United  States  to  vanish.  I  find  that  1  misundersf-^ 
your  words,  and  that  the  Government,  of  whicfc?^  are 
the  representative,  persists  in  rejecting  the  inteff'^i^^iisi 
we  have  never  ceased  to  give  to  the  eighth  artkir  ef  the 
treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana.  From  that  mooeet,  I  sa% 
it  with  regret,  the  negotiation  which  had  becncptscdb?- 
tween  us  is  indefinitely  adjourned.     I  should  ccaifioc  t»?' 
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self  to  this  painful  declaration)  if  some  passages  of  your 
letter,  in  expressing,  on  the  whole  of  this  subject,  views 
which  appear  to  me  altogether  inaccurate,  did  not  impose 
upon  me  the  obligation  to  restore  the  question  to  its  true 
light. 

You  seem  to  think,  sir,  that  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  are  so  well  founded  in  justice  and  in  right,  that  it 
is  impossible  for  us  even  to  contest  the  obligation  to  satisfy 
them.    Such,  however,  is  very  far  indeed  from  being  the 
case,  and  those  claims  would  be  inadmissible  if  we  chose 
to  reason  from  strict  right.     In  effect,  the  King's  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  held  responsible,  without  distinction,  for 
all  the  acts  of  the  Governments  anterior  to  the  restoration. 
The  European  Powers  formally  acknowledged  this  at  a 
period  when,  masters  of  France,  they  thought  proper, 
for  the  interest  of  their  subjects,  to  impose  on  us  very  ri- 
gorous conditions,  and  when  nothing  compelled  them  to 
limit  their  exactions.     They  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  by 
the  treaties  of  1814  and  1815,  that,  of  the  credits  which 
their  subjects  had  against  France,  none  should  be  admit- 
ted but  such  as  sprung  from  contracts  or  other  positive 
obligations.     The  United  States  have,  therefore,  fallen 
into  a  serious  error,  so  often  as  they  have  cited  those 
treaties  as  an  example  and  authority  m  support  of  their 
claims;  since  it  is  a  fact  tliat  none  of  those  claims  have  tlie 
slightest  analogy  with  those  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
treaties  of  Paris  to  guaranty.     Consequently,  those  in- 
struments, far  from  being  against  us,  afford  us  occasion  to 
remark,  tliat  what  victorious  enemies  did  not  feel  at  liber- 
ty to  exact,  a  Power  which  has  not  ceased  to  be  our  ally, 
and  treats  with  us  on  terms  of  equality,  can  have  still  less 
claim  to  impose. 

I  repeat,  that  we  sliould  be  justified  by  strict  right  in 
rejecting  the  claims  of  the  United  States.     If  we  have  con- 
sented to  discuss  them,  it  is  from  a  sentiment  of  equity, 
and,  still  more,  from  a  spirit  of  good  will  toward  the  Fede- 
ral Government;  but  we  had  a  right,  at  the  moment  we 
were  giving  such  a  proof  of  our  conciliating  dispositions, 
to  liope  that  the  United  States  would  not  refuse  us  the 
enjoyment  of  the  advantages  stipulated  by  a  formal  clause 
of  a  treaty;  and  when  I  thought  I  understood  from  your 
langfuage  that  those  secured  to  us  by  the  eighth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  would  be  no  longer 
contested,  that,  consequently,  our  navigation  would  en- 
joy henceforward,  in  the  ports  of  that  province,  the  foot- 
ing of  the  most  favored  nation,  I  only  saw  in  that  (though 
tardy)  acknowledgment  of  an  incontestable  right,  a  most 
imperfect  compensation   for   the  generous  concessions 
which  France  showed  herself  disposed  to  make. 

But,  sir,  you  now  inform  me  that  I  was  mistaken.  You 
tell  me  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  never 
can  admit  our  interpretation  of  the  article  in  question,  un- 
less a  total  and  unexpected  chan^  ensue  in  its  disposi- 
tions; and,  in  support  of  this  assertion,  you  offer  me  a  sc- 
ries of  arguments  which  I  am  going  to  examine. 

After  having  stated  that  the  opinions  of  the  United 
States  have  never  varied  on  the  point  in  question,  you  say 
that  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana was  applied,  for  more  than  two  years,  in  the  sense 
:i^inst  which  we  now  remonstrate,  before  we  thought 
of  raising  any  objection.  This  demands  some  explana- 
Lions. 

It  must  be  observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  only  in  1815 
zAn  the  abuse  of  which  we  complam  have  begun. .  It  may 
36  readily  conceived  that,  in  the  situation  in  which  France 
:hen  was,  she  might  not  have  perceived  the  wrongs  her 
lavig^ation  suffered  in  another  hemisphere;  it  may  even 
>c  conceived  that  her  navigation  might  have  been  so  much 
lepressed  by  the  effect  of  the  circumstances  of  the  mo- 
nent,  as  not  to  be  sensible  immediately  of  the  irregular 
reatment  reserved  for  it. 

It  appears,  in  effect,  from  the  documents  which  I  have 
bund  in  the  offices  of  my  department,  that,  until  the  last 


months  of  the  year  1817,  the  French  Government  was  ab- 
solutely ignorant  of  the  grievance  of  which  it  has  not 
ceased  since  then  to  demand  the  redress.  At  that  period 
it  was  that  the  reclamation  of  a  captain  of  a  merchant  ves- 
sel aroused  our  attention  for  the  first  time  to  this  subject, 
without  making  us  acquainted,  however,  with  the  motive 
or  pretext  of  this  denial  of  justice.  Mr.  Hyde  de  Neu- 
ville,  then  minister  at  Washington,  was  immediately 
charged  to  make  inquiries,  and  to  claim  the  full  and  entire 
execution  of  the  treaty  of  1802. 

This  statement  will  suffice,  sir,  to  reduce  to  its  true 
value  the  inference  (in  itself  sufficiently  inconclusive) 
which  you  seem  to  draw  from  the  pretended  silence  of 
France  originally  as  to  the  state  of  things  which  is  now 
the  subject  of  her  complaints. 

You  are  acquainted  with  the  discussions  which  took 
place  from  1817  to  1821,  on  this  important  question. 
They  were  continued  so  long  as  France  could  indulge  the 
faintest  hope  of  their  leading  to  a  satisfactory  result.  If 
we  at  last  suspended  our  just  reclamations,  it  was  because 
it  had  become  evident  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  was,  for  the  moment,  well  determined  to  pay  no 
regard  to  them,  but  we  have  never  thought  of  abandon- 
ing a  right  incontestable  in  our  opinion,  and  we  have  al- 
ways reserved  the  privilege  of  bringing  it  forward  at  a 
seasonable  opportunity. 

I  have  said  that  we  considered  that  right  as  incontesta- 
ble. I  do  not  intend  to  repeat  here  all  the  arguments 
which  Mr.  H.  de  Neuville  submitted,  at  the  time,  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  It  will  suffice  for  me 
to  restate  that  that  Government  asserts  the  right  to  refuse 
us  the  enjoyment,  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  of  the  advan- 
tages conceded,  in  1815,  to  English  navigation  in  the 
ports  of  all  the  United  States,  for  the  alleged  reason  that 
England  has  obtained  them  for  a  valuable  consideration 
by  reciprocity,  and  that  the  United  States,  in  offering  to 
extend  them  to  us  on  the  same  condition,  fulfil  all  their 
engagements  with  us.  To  this  we  have  always  replied, 
and  we  reply  again,  that  we  also  claim  those  advantages 
for  a  valuable  consideration;  that  we  have  paid  for  them 
in  advance  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana;  and  that  now,  to 
grant  reciprocity  besides,  would  be  to  double  the  price, 
which  we  cannot,  and  do  not  choose  to  do.  ^  It  has  also 
been  objected  that  the  principles  received  in  the  United 
States  do  not  allow  any  State  of  the  confederacy  to  be 
placed,  in  matters  of  this  nature,  under  regulations  from 
which  the  others  are  excepted,  as  we  requirp  with  respect 
to  Louisiana.  Not  satisfied  to  oppose  to  this  objection 
facts  which  destroyed  even  its  apparent  force,  we  have 
shown  that  it  is  moreover  inapplicable  to  us,  and  that  a 
principle  of  internal  administration  cannot  prevail  against 
the  stipulations  of  a  treaty. 

You  tell  me  now,  sir,  that,  according  to  the  commercial 
system  of  the  United  States,  no  nation  enjoys  in  their  ports 
any  favor,  properly  so  called;  that  every  privilege  or  ad- 
vantage granted  to  foreign  vessels  is  the  reciprocation  of 
corresponding  privileges  or  advantages  granted  to  the 
vessels  of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  those  foreign 
nations.  These  arguments  are  too  completely  involved 
in  those  of  which  I  have  just  pointed  at  the  refutation,  for 
me  to  think  it  necessary  to  impugn  them  specially. 

I  will  only  add  that,  in  giving  me  to  understand  that 
your  Government  refuses  the  condition  of  reciprocity  to 
no  foreign  nation,  you  furnish  a  yet  stronger  evidence  of  the 
justice  of  our  reclamations.  It  is  manifest,  in  effect,  that  the 
object  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1802  was  to  se- 
cure to  us  some  advantage  or  other,  and  it  would  be  a  com- 
plete nullity  if  it  only  guarantied  to  us  that  which  is  with- 
held from  nobody.    Such  a  supposition  is  not  admissible. 

You  further  cite,  sir,  in  support  of  your  interpretation 
of  the  article  in  question,  the  opinion  of  the  French  pleni- 
potentiary who  negotiated  it.  Besides  that  that  opinion 
would  not  be  conclusive,  unless  consigned  in  an  official 
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act,  and  with  direct  reference  to  the  treaty,  I  must  con- 
fess to  you  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  circumstan- 
ces on  which  you  can  found  that  assertion. 

I  will  not  push  further  a  discussion  which  would  be,  at 
this  moment,  without  object.  My  only  aim  in  presenting 
you  these  observations,  has  been  to  guard  against  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  you  are  the  representative,  deceiving 
itself  as  to  the  real  aispositions  of  France  relatively  to  the 
two  questions  treated  in  this  letter.  I  wished  to  establish 
the  fact,  that  the  reclamations  of  the  United  States  are  far 
from  being  viewed  by  us  as  incontestable;  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  have  never,  for  an  instant,  ceased  to  inter- 
pret the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisi- 
ana In  the  sense  which  I  have  just  indicated;  and  that  in 
the  advantages  promised  us  by  that  article,  so  interpreted, 
constituting,  in  part,  the  price  of  the  cession  of  that 
country,  we  have  never  admitted  that  the  clauses  of  a  con- 
vention, on  which  repose  interests  so  essential,  particu- 
larly to  the  United  States,  could  be  thus  rescinded.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  that,  in  limiting  ourselves  to  a  refusal  to  con 
sent  to  the  repetition  of  claims  very  susceptible  of  argu- 
ment, so  long  as  you  should  not  acknowledge  in  our  favor 
aright,  in  our  eyes,  incontestable,  we  surely. only  make 
use  of  very  moderate  and  even  very  incomplete  reprisals. 
I  repeat,  then,  that  the  negotiation  which  we  had  begun 
is  suspended;  but  the  confidence  which  1  take  pleasure  in 
placing  in  the  sentiments  of  Justice  of  your  Government, 
inducing  me  to  hope  that  it  will  soon  enable  us  to  resume 
it,  I  have  wished  to  remove,  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power, 
the  difficulties  which  might  impede  its  progress,  and  the 
commission,  of  which  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  an- 
nounced to  you  the  formation,  continues  to  occupy  itself 
with  the  examination  of  the  documents  relating  to  the  re- 
clamations of  the  United  States. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

LE  PCE.  DE  POLIGNAC. 

Mr.  Rives,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Paris,  May  26,  1830. 

MoNsisuB  IE  Pbiitce:  I  will  not  allow  myself  to  ex- 
press to  your  excellency  all  the  surprise  I  have  felt  at  the 
contents  of  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress to  me  under  the  date  of  the  20th  instant,  and  which 
was  received  on  the  22d.  I  need  not  remind  your  excel- 
lency that,  since  the  delivery  of  my  notes  of  tlie  26th  and 
27th  of  March,  to  the  declarations  contained  in  which  you 
are  pleased  to  refer  the  suspension  you  have  notified  to 
me  of  the  negotiations  which  have  been  commenced  be- 
tween us  on  the  subject  of  American  claims,  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  several  conferences  with  your  excellency, 
in  which,  far  from  intimating  such  an  intention,  you  have 
led  me  to  expect  a  formal  proposition  from  you  for  their 
adjustment,  as  soon  as  a  commission  you  had  charged  with 
the  examination  of  certain  questions  connected  with  them 
should  have  made  their  report  to  you.  But  if,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  communication,  there  be  matter  for 
surprise,  there  is  not  less  in  the  cause  you  have  assigned 
for  it.  \Vhat  is  that  cause?  I  be^  leave  to  ask  your  excel- 
lency. That  the  United  States  will  not  previously  acknow- 
ledge to  be  correct  an  interpretation  of  a  treaty  relating  to 
a  wholly  different  sdbject,  which  it  has  invariably  believ- 
ed to  be  incorrect  and  unfounded.  Some  of  the  prede- 
cessors of  your  excellency,  I  am  aware,  have  declined  a 
negotiation  on  the  American  claims,  unless  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  would,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
sent to  negotiate  on  the  claim  asserted  by  France  under 
her  construction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
treaty;  and  in  that  demand,  requiring  the  united  discus- 
sion only  of  two  subjects  having  no  proper  connexion  with 
each  other,  the  United  Slates  have  always  seen  a  condi- 


tion sufficiently  exceptionable.  But  a  pretenncRD,  which 
your  excellency's  predecessors  felt  theroaelves  vxrranted 
only  in  asking,  should  be  made  the  subject  of  ac^otiatian, 
your  excellency  transforms  into  one  of  sucfa  dear  evidence 
and  paramount  character,  that  its  absolute  adsssaoa  is 
demanded  as  an  indispensable  preliminazy  to  nc^vliation. 

The  Government  or  the  United  States  Dever  cooldcoo- 
sider  the  position  taken  by  your  excellency**  predecessors 
(so  much  leas  exceptionable  than  that  now  aasoiBeti  by 
your  excellency)  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  tenipoinry 
postponement  of  claims  whose  justice  was  not  def&td, 
and  which  it  was  intended  ultimately  to  satisfy.  Whea 
your  excellency,  therefore,  entered  into  negotiatioii  vik 
me  on  the  subject  of  those  claims,  without  attempting  ts 
combine  with  them  an  irrelevant  and  lit^ifms  quedjae, 
and  had  actually  agreed  with  rae  as  to  the  Taliditj  of  tbe 
greater  part  of  those  claims  before  aify  alluaoo  vasm^ 
to  that  question,  I  saw  in  that  course  ooIt  a  recogsMifxia 
that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  loyalty  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  admitted  of  no  longer  delaj  in  tbe  i^ 
filment  of  its  just  intentions.  In  what  manner  tbe  coDteaU 
of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  20th  instant  baveaBsver- 
ed  to  these  indications  of  a  just  and  Inendly  polkr,  it  is 
needless,  as  it  would  be  painful,  for  me  to  say. 

It  is  important,  however,  to  present  the  trae  state  of 
tlie   question  which  has  now  arisen,    and  1  beg  leave 
to  invoke  your  excellency's  serious  atteatioo  to  it.    The 
citizens  of  the  United  States  Imve  sustaimd  tl|e  mosx  Va- 
grant and  unwarrantable  wrongs  from  Ibe  auldMnrtdies  of 
France;  their  property,  to  a  large  amount,  baa  been  fQ> 
cibly  taken  away  firom  them,   in  violatioQ  alike  of  tbe 
principles  of  public  law  and  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  IhsS 
property  has  been  applied  to  defray  tbe  ezpensesy  and  to 
aid   the  resources   of  the  French  nation.     These  htb 
have  not,  and  cannot  be  denied.     When  the  Goreni&at 
of  the  United  States  demands  restitution   or  indeiDahy. 
will  your  excellency  answer,  "  however  true  it  is  tlai 
your  property  has  been  lawlessly  and  wrong;lully  wrestfd 
from  you,  we  wiH  not  restore  it,  or  make  youanj  indefi> 
nification  for  it,  unless  you  will  first  admit  our  interpre- 
tation of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louinana  treaty^,  tboog^ 
you  may  believe  that  interpretation  to  be  altoigether  un- 
founded?"   Governments  act  under  the  sanctions  of  a 
moral  responsibility  as  well  as^  individuals,  and  It  is,  there- 
fore, allowable  to  test  their  proceedings  by  the  mme  pric- 
ciptes  which  would  be  applied  to  the  conduct  o/uxi/riduals 
in  similar  circumstances.     I  may,  therefore,  be  pcraiitted. 
to  ask  your  excellency  what  judgment  tbe  monl  sense 
of  mankind  would  pronounce  on  the  conductof  an  n^ivV- 
dual  who,  being  wrongfully  in  possession  of  Ibe  pTx>pertf 
of  another,  should  answer  a  demand  of  restitution  by  fay- 
ing, it  is  true  I  have  possession  of  your  property,  ishkrb 
lias  been  wrongfully  taken  from  you,  but  1  will  net  gW« 
it  up  unless  you  first  assent  to  my  construction,  bovcwr 
erroneous  you  believe  it,  of  the  contract  between  os, 
about  which  we  have  so  long  differed  in  opinion. 

Your  excellency  will  not,  I  presume,  seek  to  evade  ti» 
force  of  this  statement  bv  saying  that  the  wrongs  ofwbc^ 
the  United  States  complain  were  not  committed  by  th« 
present  Government  of  France.     There  is  no  princjp^ 
more  firmly  established  by  the  maxims  of  public  lav,  ^ 
the  practice  of  nations,  than  that  the  rights  and  obLp- 
lions  of  nations  toward  one  another  cannot  be  alTectedV 
mutations  of  their  Governments,  or  changes  in  their  i> 
terior  political  organization.     If  it  were  otbervise,  viira: 
security  could  there  be  in  transactions  among-  nations  ii^ 
how  anti-social  must  their  relations  become?     Bott&e^^ 
clamations  of  the  United  States  do  not  rest  alone  as  £^"3  ac- 
knowledged principle  of  international  law.  Ttie  |at^^ 
wrested  from  American  citizens  was  applied,  as  aSrady 
remarked,  to  defray  expenses  which  must  othervse  V.a>e 
been  levied  upon  the  French  nation,  or  been  inet\:y  iTi 
increase  of  its  public  debt.  France,  tberefore,  has  received. 
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and  still  enjoys,  the  benefit  of  thtaproperty ;  and  the  obliga- 
tion to  restitation,  which  the  eBtablished  principles  of  pub- 
lic law  impose,  finds  itself,  at  the  same  time,  enforced  by  the 
clearest  considerations  of  equity  and  moral  justice. 

Your  excellency  has  thought  proper  to  refer  to  the 
treaties  of  1814  and  1815  between  France  and  the  Euro- 
pean Powers,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  King  cannot  be  made  responsible,  without 
distinction,  for  all  the  acts  of  the  preceding  Governments; 
and  has  informed  me  that  the  principle  laid  down  in  those 
treaties  is  that  of  responsibility  for  claimsarising  from  con- 
tracts or  other  positive  obligations  only.     I  must  first  re- 
mark that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  never 
considered  those  treaties  as  furnishing  rules  applicable  to 
the  claims  of  its  citizens;  nor  can  they  possibly  be  supposed 
to  do  so,  when  reference  is  had  to  the  different  relations 
in  which  the  Powers  of  Europe  and  the  United  States 
then  stood  to  France.   The  Powers  of  Europe,  who  were 
parties  to  the  treaties  of  Paris,  were,  as  your  excellency 
states,  enemies  of  France,  and  the  losses  and  injuries 
which  their  subjects  had  sustained  by  acts  of  violence 
were  the  consequences  of  war.     For  these,  therefore,  re- 
dress in  general  was  not  demanded  on  either  side. 

Altogether  different,  however,  was  the  situation  of  the 
United  States.     They  were  neutrals,  and  the  property  of 
their  citizens,  under  the  double  guaranty  of  public  law 
and  the  faith  of  treaties,  was  rightfully  exempt  from  every 
species  of  violence.    This  difference  of  position  must,  of 
course,  give  rise  to  a  corresponding  difference  in  the  char- 
acter of  Europeanand  American  reclamations,  but  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  transmitted  responsibility  is  the  same  in  both;  and, 
indeed,  it  would  seem  that  those  who  had  been  lawlessly 
deprived  of  their  property  without  their  consent,  should 
meet  with  a  more  favorable  consideration  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  than  those  who  had  voluntarily  parted 
with  theirs  for  the  uses,  and  on  the  credit,  of  the  usurp- 
ing* Government. 

Though,  for  the  reason  stated,  the  mass  of  the  claims 
provided  for  by  the  treaties  of  1814  and  1815  with  the 
European  Powers  are  unlike  those  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  their  particular  character,  your  excellen- 
cy is  undoubtedly  mistaken  in  saying  that  none  of  those 
claims  bear  the  least  analogy  to  the  American  reclama- 
:ions.  I  will  here  mention,  as  examples  of  the  contrary, 
he  additional  articles  concluded  with  Great  Britain  on  the 
JOth  May,  1814,  by  which  the  French  Governments  sti- 
>u]ated  to  pay  for  all  property,  real  or  personal,  of  Bri- 
ish  subjects  unlawfully  confiscated  or  sequestered  by  the 
French  authorities  since  1792;  the  treaty  of  the  '20th 
uly,  1814,  with  Spain,  containing  a  similar  stipulation  in 
iivor  of  Spanish  subjects;  article  3d  of  the  convention  of 
lie  20th  November,  1814,  respecting  the  spoliation  of  the 
lank  of  Hamburg;  and  article  4th  of  the  same  conven- 
on,  providing  indemnity  for  certain  seizures  and  confis- 
itions  in  Germany  under  the  decree  of  Nossen.  A  fur- 
ler  research  might  disclose  other  similar  cases;  but  these 
ifHce  to  show  that  your  excellency  has  fallen  into  error, 
lien  you  have  said  that  none  of  the  reclamations  pro- 
ded  for  by  the  treaties  of  1814  and  1815  bear  the  least 
lalog-y  to  those  of  the  United  States;  for,  exclusive  of 
lims  founded  on  contract,  it  is  precisely  for  unlawful 
izures,  spoliations,  sequestrations,  and  confiscations  of 
eir  property,  that  they  have  been  so  long  seeking  re- 
ess  from  his  Majesty's  Government. 
Having-  thus  exposed  the  true  nature  of  the  reclama- 
tns  of  the  United  States,  showing  their  origin  in  injuries 
the  ^ossest  kind,  and  the  foundation  of  their  obliga- 
n  upon  his  Majesty's  Government  in  the  clearest  prin- 
)les  of  public  law  and  moral  justice — principles  so  often 
:og'ni9ecl  by  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  not,  indeed, 
nied  by  your  excellency — I  will  now  contrast  with  them 
it  pretension  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
aty,  which  your  excellency  has  produced  with  u  posi- 


tiveness  of  assertion  never  before  observed  m  any  of  the 
communications  of  his  Majesty's  Government  on  the  same 
subject,  and  which  seems,  in  effect,  to  deny  that  equal 
right  of  interpretation  which  essentially  belongs  to  both 
parties  to  a  compact.  In  the  exercise  of  that  right  on 
the  part  of  my  Government,  I  hope  to  place  its  interpre- 
tation on  grounds  of  reason  and  evidence  which  cannot 
be  impugned. 

Whether  France  enjoys  an  equal  footing  with  the  most 
favored  nation  in  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  depends  simply 
upon  the  true  meanmg  of  those  terms.  Now,  the 
United  States  say  that  the  necessary,  inherent,  and  only 
rational  meaning  of  equal  favor  with  anotlier  is  to  grant 
in  the  same  manner  to  one  that  which  has  been  g^nted 
to  another;  if  the  thing  in  question  has  been  given  g^tu- 
itously  to  one,  to  give  it  also  gratuitously  to  the  other;  if  it 
has  been  conceded  to  one  on  the  performance  of  certain 
conditions,  to  concede  it  to  the  other  on  the  performance 
of  the  same  conditions;  that,  to  give  to  one,  absolutely 
and  unconditionally,  an  advantage  which  has  been  grant- 
ed to  another  only  on  the  performance  of  certain  condi- 
tions, is  evidently  to  put  tiie  former  not  on  a  footing  of 
equal  favor  with,  but  of  much  greater  favor  than  the 
latter. 

This  obvious  exposition  of  the  terms  is  not  denied  by 
your  excellency.  But  when  you  are  informed  that  the 
advantages  enjoyed  by  the  vessels  of  several  European 
Powers  in  our  ports  have  not  been  given  to  them  gratui- 
tously, but  for  a  valuable  consideration,your  excellency  re- 
plies that  it  is  for  a  valuable  consideration,  also,  that  France 
claims  these  advantages;  that  she  has  paid  the  price  of 
them  in  advance  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana.  Does  not 
your  excellency,  however,  perceive  that  this  is  assuming 
the  very  question  in  dispute?  What  is  it  that  France  has 
paid  for  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana?  Not  the  specific 
advantages  enjoyed  by  Danish,  Dutch,  and  English  ves- 
sels, for  they  could  not  be  foreseen,  but,  in  genera),  the 
footing  of  the  most  favored  nation.  The  question  then 
still  recurs,  what  does  the  footing  of  the  most  favored 
nation  mean?  Why,  to  grant  to  France  gratuitously  any 
advantages  which  may  be  gi-anted  to  other  nations  gratui- 
tously; and  if  advantages  are  granted  to  other  nations 
on  the  performance  ot  certain  conditions,  to  extend  the 
same  advantages  to  her  on  the  performance  of  the  same 
conditions.  This  is  what  France  obtained  by  the  treaty 
of  Louisiana,  and  what  the  United  States  have  never,  and 
will  never,  deny  to  her. 

The  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  vessels  of  Denmark, 
Holland,  England,  and  several  other  Powers,  in  our  ports, 
have  been  granted  to  them  only  on  the  condition  of  the 
reciprocal  treatment  of  our  vessels  in  their  ports.  Let 
France  comply  with  this  condition,  and  her  vessels  will  at 
once  enjoy  the  same  advantages  to  the  fullest  extent. 
To  grant  them  to  her  while  she  refuses  the  condition  de- 
manded of  all  other  nations,  would  be,  as  has  been  alrea- 
dy said,  to  put  her,  not  on  a  footing  of  equal  favor  with, 
but  of  much  gi*eater  favor  than  any  other  nation,  and  thus 
to  convert  what  was  evidently  meant  as  an  equal  privi- 
lege with  the  most  favored  of  other  nations,  into  an  exclu- 
sive one,  possessed  by  no  other  nation. 

Here  is  the  radical  source  of  the  error  which  pervades 
the  arguments  of  your  excellency.  Your  excellency 
seems  constantly  to  suppose  that  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty  was  intended  to  secure  to  France  an  ex- 
clusive privilege.  But  such  was  certainly  not  the  fact. 
The  seventh  article  secured,  as  was  intended  to  secure, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  exclusive  privilege  to  France,  in 
stipulating  expressly  that,  during  the  term  of  twelve 
years,  her  vessels  should  be  received  on  a  better  footing 
than  those  of  any  other  nation,  Spain  only  excepted. 
But,  with  the  twelve  years,  the  exclusive  privilege  ceased, 
and  thenceforward,  by  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty, 
her  vesseb  are  to  be  received  on  an  equal  footing  with 
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those  of  the  most  favored  of  other  nations,  but  not  on  a 
better  footing  than  theirs. 

Your  excellency,  however,  remarks,  that,  as  in  the  ac- 
tual commercial  policy  of  the  United  States,  they  offer 
the  terms  of  reciprocity  alike  to  all  nations,  this  construc- 
tion of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  would 
render  it  altogether  unmeaning;  that  it  must  have  been 
intended  to  secure  to  France  some  advantage,  but  that  it 
would  convey  none,  if  it  only  entitled  her  to  that  which 
is  refused  to  no  Power.  Your  excellency,  however,  does 
not  seem  to  recollect  that  the  commercial  regulations  of 
a  country  are,  in  general,  subject  entirely  to  its  own  dis- 
cretion. '  It  may,  at  its  pleasure,  erant  favorable  terms  to 
one  nation,  and  withhold  them  from  another.  Though 
the  United  States,  at  the  present  day,  have  adopted  a 
system  of  common  and  equal  favor  to  all  nations,  they 
may,  at  any  moment,  depart  from  that  system,  and  enter 
into  special  arrangements,  granting  to  one  Power  advan- 
tages which  tliey  may  choose  not  to  g^nt  to  another. 

The  value  of  the  stipulation  contained  in  the  eightli 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  consists  in  the  protection 
it  gives  France  against  any  discriminations  of  this  sort; 
and  in  entitling  her,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  claim  from 
tlie  United  States  on  tlie  same  terms  any  advantages  which 
they  may  grant  to  other  nations — gratuitously,  if  they  are 
granted  to  others  gratuitously — on  the  performance  of 
the  same  conditions,  if  gfranted  conditionally  to  others. 
This  would  be  purely  optional  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  other  Powers,  but,  in  relation  to 
France,  it  becomes,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  binding  and  imperative.  If  a  stipula- 
tion of  this  sort  be  without  advantage,  and  an  unmeaning 
nullity,  as  your  excellency  has  remarked,  it  is,  neverthe- 
less, such  a  one  as  the  most  enlightened  commercial  na- 
tions have  been  in  the  practice  of  contracting  for,  and 
which  the  illustrious  sovereign  who  was  a  party  to  our  first 
treaty  with  France  thought  it  important  to  obtain,  when,^ 
by  the  second  article  of  that  treaty,  it  was  stipulated  that,* 
whatever  favor  might  be  granted  to  other  nations  by  the 
United  States,  should  be  enjoyed  by  France  ''freely,  if 
the  concession  was  freely  made;  for  the  same  compensa- 
tion, if  the  concession  was  conditional." 

The  French  Government,  in  urging  its  pretensions  on 
tliis  subject,  has  several  times  represented  the  stipulation 
in  question  as  an  essential  and  substantive  part  of  the  price 
given  by  the  United  States  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana, 
and  your  excellency  speaks  of  it  in  the  same  manner.  If 
it  were  so,  I  have  already  shown  the  real  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  that  price,  and  that  it  has  been  faithfully  rendered 
by  tlie  United  States.  But  it  is  apparent,  from  the  form 
of  the  transaction  itself,  that  this  stipulation  was  not  con- 
sidered as  forming  any  part  of  the  equivalents  for  the  ces- 
sion. The  cession,  and  the  equivalents  for  it,  were  not 
included  in  the  same  treaty.  1*he  cession  itself,  its  limits, 
all  that  related  to  the  transfer  of  the  territory,  and  its  fu- 
ture political  and  commercial  condition,  formed  the  sub- 
ject of  one  treaty;  the  equivalents  were  contained  in  two 
separate  conventions  of  the  same  date.  The  stipulation 
in  question  is  not  found  in  the  conventions  which  fixed  the 
equivalents,  but  in  the  treaty  of  cession. 

The  obvious  inference  arising  from  the  form  of  the 
transaction  is,  to-day,  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  the 
French  negotiator,  who,  in  bis  recently  published  histo- 
ry of  the  negotiation,  says,  **  the  negotiation  had  three 
objects,  the  cession,  the  price,  and  the  indemnities  claim- 
ed by  the  United  States;  and  that  it  was  agreed  to  treat 
of  those  objects  separately,  and  to  make  them  three  dis- 
tinct acts  or  treaties."  The  true  price  of  the  acquisition, 
therefore,  must  be  looked  for,  not  in  the  treaty  of  cession, 
but  in  the  conventions  accompanying  it,  which  fixed  that 
price  at  eighty  millions  of  francs,  being  thirty  millions 
more,  as  is  proved  by  the  same  authentic  authority,  than 
was  required  by  the  chief  of  the  French  Government,  and 


which,  in  the  extreme  uncertainty  then  cxiitiiij'is  to  the 
limits  of  the  cession,  and  the  acknowledged  inpossibilitY 
of  preserving  the  territory  from  the  graspofi  powerful 
enemy  in  the  moment  of  renewed  hostilitiei,  nsii^y 
advantageous  for  France,  and  onerous  to  the  tsted  States. 
How  forcibly,  then,  might  I  return  a  remark  ofywr  ex- 
cellency, and  ask  with  what  reason  the  Umted  Stites, 
who  have  already  paid  for  this  acquisitioD,  ahnstoisible 
the  price  which  was  deemed  sufficient  by  tk  Tesdor, 
can  be  now  required  to  treble  that  price  in  the  ^  of 
commercial  privileges,  which  have  been  shorn,  I  uo^ 
to  have  no  sanction  in  a  just  interpretation  of  tbetratj' 

It  is  not,  surely,  by  a  preten»on  of  this  sort  that  the  k- 
alty  of  his  Majes^'s  Government  will  seek  to  oif-set  ik 
just  reclamations  of  our  citizens  for  the  flagrant  «id  as- 
deniable  wrongs  of  which  they  have  been  thcTCtins. 
Arc  the  members  of  a  friendly  nation  never  to  be  \t^ 
nified  for  property  of  which  they  have  been  depriTcdbT 
the  most  lawless  acts,  because  the  Governments  of  the  tts 
countries  cannot  agree  in  their  construction  of  sonttcoir- 
pact  between  them  in  relation  to  a  Cerent  mttfr' 
Where  is  the  relation  or  dependence  between  Ihe  tuo 
questions^  Is  it  the  less  true  that  the  citizensof  the Inrf- 
ed  States  have  suffered  the  grossest  injuriesfroniiAf  au- 
thorities of  France,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  r«sws, 
because  the  Government  of  the  United  StUesawwiper' 
suade  itself  that  the  interpretation  which  f>a«  <*«»«« 
to  put  on  the  eiglith  article  of  the  Louiamatreijf  scor- 
rect?  If  a  sovereign  Government  can  th«»^^'a«''*' 
gaUons,  then  all  national  justice  is  an  illuaomforvi^jag 
more  would  be  necessary  to  repel  the  roost  incontesubie 
claims,  but  for  the  Government  of  which  they  ire  <^ 
mandedto  raise  some  disputable  V^^^^^^^^^Z 
Government  of  the  claimante;  the  more  unfoundej  ik 
better,  as  it  would  be  so  much  more  impossible  for tne a- 
ter  to  admit  it.  ^     .  .-.• 

But  your  excellency  tells  me  that  the  rights  of  ojx^* 
zens  arc  to  be  witliheld  as  a  reprisal  «ponf\';'^I^ 
States  for  not  admitting  the  interpretation  which  *i»f 

puts  on  the  eighth  article  of  the  Lo««'«"*?Tfflbe 
what  code  of  national  law  this  doctrine  of  repnal  aw 
found,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  Is  reprisal,  |J«"'  *  '^nr 
mate  remedy  for  a  difference  of  opinion?  '**J°"  'JJ^i 
to  a  compact  an  exclusive  riglit  of  »"^<^rP  ,  ,^^ed  not 
it  can  enforce  by  penalties  and  confiscations  r^ggQ„ 
say  how  little  such  a  doctrine  accords  ^^.^ynit 
of  moderation  which  accompanies  it,  or  in '^''  j^^^ 
must  be  viewed  by  a  Government  ^.^'^^' ^"'jJLis  «\\h 
ingthe  maintenance  of  the  most  fr»^"*^v/^|rv^p()5. 
that  of  his  Majesty,  has  not  been  wanting  m^nepg'. 

tion  of  amicable  modes  to  adjust  this  •"^^jl^^onaJ^ 
ences  between  them.  A  perseverance  in  ttus  p  .^-^ 
be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  final  demti «  ^^^ 
tice  which  has  been  so  long  sought  for  the  ]^"^^. 
citizens.  I  entertain  a  firm  confidence  that  >  .j^jjgTi 
lency's  enlightened  sense  of  justice,  •"<*  ™*^  L  ^  i 
loyalty  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  will  a 
result.  . ,    <  cionsn^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  «'i»*^"^'J^o5t  huinl>'« 
tion,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  ana 
servant,  ^  ^  p,^ES. 

His  excellency  the  Pbihcb  db  Pougsac,&c. 
Mr.  Bives  to  Mr,  Van  Bttren, 

[No.  30,]  P^'^'^'-^J'm.te 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  ^oPX  J-g^toftbc 
note  received  from  Prince  Polignac,  on  the  Jy^jjaress- 
suggestions  contained  in  the  informal  paper  e^jje^l)'- 
ed  to  him  on  the  20th  ult,  and  also  a^'^opy  »       -^^kq 


You  will  perceive  that  I  availed  myself  ot  inc 
remind  him  of  his  commitments,  and  also  w 


,e»« 
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peal  to  the  personal  sentiments  of  the  King.  I  was  the 
more  induced  to  do  this,  because  I  had  just  heard  that  the 
commission  had,  a  day  or  two  before,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectation previously  entertained,  made  a  report  very  un- 
favorable to  our  claims. 

The  history  I  have  of  it  is  this.  Baron  Mounier,  the 
president  of  the  commission,  had  obtained  a  cong^  of  two 
or  three  months'  absence  from  Paris,  and  was  to  have  tak- 
en his  departure  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  ult.  The 
note  I  baa  addressed  to  the  minister  on  the  26th  ult., 
however,  having  excited  some  inG^uietude,  the  minister, 
in  a  meeting  with  Baron  Mounier,  m  the  morning  of  the 
30th  ult.,  at  St.  Cloud,  (where  the  Baron  attended  the 
usual  weekly  reception  for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  leave 
of  the  King,  previous  to  his  departure  from  Paris,)  in- 
sisted that  the  commission  should  make  a  report  before 
the  Baron  left  Paris.  Baron  Mounier,  being  thus  delayed 
in  the  moment  of  his  intended  departure,  assembled  his 
colleagues  the  next  day,  in  the  course  of  which,  possess- 
ing great  influence  over  the  rest  of  the  commission,  he 
prevailed  with  them  to  join  in  a  very  hurried  and  ill-con- 
sidered report,  and  the  following  morning  left  Paris. 

The  report,  I  understand,  affirms  t^at  the  King,  hav- 
ing succeeded  to  the  rights  and  engagements  of  Napoleon, 
ought  not  to  pay  that  which  Napoleon  would  not  have 
paid,  and  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the  utmost  amount 
which  his  Majesty's  Government  can  be  made  responsi- 
ble for,  is  eight  millions  of  livres  tournois,  (francs,)  sub- 
ject to  considerable  reductions,  too,  on  account  of  counter 
claims  of  France.  What  respect  the  minister  will  pay  to 
this  report,  if  it  be  of  this  character,  it  is  impossible  to 
say.  In  order  to  provide  against  such  a  contingency,  1 
have  repeatedly  taken  occasion,  in  conversation  with  him, 
to  remark  that  the  proceedings  of  the  commission  being 
unilateral  and  ex  psurte,  it  would  be  unjust  that  the  rights 
of  the  American  claimants  should  be,  in  any  manner,  con- 
cluded by  them;  and  he  has  invariably  answered  that  their 
report  would  not  be  at  all  definitive,  and  was  only  intend- 
ed to  furnish  materials  upon  which  he  would  freely  form 
his  own  judgment. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  an  interview  with  the 
minister,  though  I  addressed  him  a  note  on  the  1st  instant 
requesting  one.  I  have  this  moment  received  the  note 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  in  answer  to  it,  from  which 
you  will  perceive  that  the  minister  again  turns  me  over  to 
Baron  DefFandis.  This,  I  think,  is  unfortunate,  as  it  de- 
prives me  of  the  benefit  of  what  has  been  already  agreed 
and  settled  in  my  interviews  with  the  minister;  and  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  it  is  to  get  rid  of  the  embarrass- 
rnent  which  the  minister  experiences  from  that  circum- 
stance, as  well  as  on  account  of  his  *<  numerous  occupa- 
tions," that  he  refers  me  to  Baron  DefFandis. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  his  occupations  are 
"^-ery  numerous  and  very  absorbing.  As  the  head  of  the 
ministry,  he  must,  of  course,  be  very  much  occupied  with 
all  the  various  arrangements  preparatory  to  the  approach- 
ing elections,  on  which  so  much  depends:  the  nomination 
of  the  presidents  of  the  electoral  colleges;  the  instructions 
to  public  functionaries  in  regard  to  their  duties  as  electors; 
the  royal  proclamation  to  be  issued  on  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tions; all  of  which  matters,  it  is  said,  have  of  late  very 
much  employed  and  divided  the  councils  of  the  ministers. 
At  the  same  time,  great  anxiety  prevails,  as  you  may  sup- 
pose, respecting  the  Algerine  expedition,  of  the  first 
operations  of  which  they  are  every  moment  expecting  in- 
telligence. The  circumstances  of  the  crisis,  therefore, 
are  certainly  very  unfavorable  for  our  objects.  Whatever 
can  be  done,  however,  I  shall  continue  to  employ  my  best 
efforts  to  accomplish,  however  discouraging  the  prospect. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES, 
lion.  M.  Vax  BuB£3r. 


[PBITATX — TBAKSLJlTIOH^.  ] 

Pabis,  May  31,  1830. 

Sib:  I  have  received  the  private  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  the  20th  instant,  in  which  you  suggest 
to  me  the  possibility  of  terminating,  by  a  sort  of  compro- 
mise, the  differences  existing  between  our  two  Govern- 
ments. The  conciliatory  sentiments  you  express  to  me 
are  too  conformable  to  my  own,  for  such  a  proposition  not 
to  have  engaged  all  my  attention.  You  will  readily  un- 
derstand that  a  few  days  have  not  sufficed  to  enable  me 
to  form,  with  regard  to  it,  even  an  approximative  opin- 
ion. Besides,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  first  thing  to  be 
done  was,  to  resolve  a  doubt  which  has  occurred  to  me  on 
the  nature  of  this  proposition.  You  will  find  it  stated  in 
the  accompanying  note,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to 
afford  me  the  explanations  necessary  to  elucidate  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THE  PCE.  DE  POLIGNAC. 

Mr.  Rives,  &c. 


[tbawslatiok.] 

It  id  proposed  to  the  French  Government  to  renounce, 
in  consideration  of  a  reduction  of  the  duties  imposed  in  the 
United  States  on  the  wines  of  France,  the  privilege  which 
it  claims  for  her  navigation  under  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  examination,  necessarily  com- 
plicated, of  the  advantages  which  such  a  proposition,  or 
any  other  of  the  same  nature,  may  offer  to  French  com- 
merce, it  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  resolve  a  prelimi- 
nary question. 

France  could  not  exchange  a  privilege  secured  to  her 
forever,  except  for  an  advantage  equally  perpetual.  She 
would  not  consent,  therefore,  to  accept,  as  a  compensa- 
tion, any  stipulation  whatever  which  the  mere  will  of  a 
foreign  Government  miglit,  at  any  moment,  revoke  with- 
out her  participation. 

Would  the  proffered  reduction  of  duties  be  of  this  cha- 
racter, or,  on  the  contrary,  would  it  take  that  of  a  synal- 
lagmatic and  obligatory  engagement? 

In  the  first  case  (it  is  said  with  regret)  other  modes 
must  be  sought  to  reconcile  the  differences  existing  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

In  the  second,  a  thorough  examination  of  the  iRtrinsic 
value  of  the  proposition  might  be  entered  into. 


[PBIVATK.] 

Pabis,  June  2,  1830. 

MoNsiBuu  LS  Pbihce:  I  had  the  honor,  yesterday,  to 
receive  the  private  letter  your  excellency  addressed  to  me 
the  day  before,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  whether  the 
reduction  of  duties  on  French  wines  in  the  United  States, 
which  I  had  suggested  as  ^  friendly  concession  to  the 
commerce  of  France,  in  the  event  of  a  prompt  and  satis- 
factory settlement  of  the  questions  now  pending,  was  to 
be  regarded  as  revocable,  at  any  moment,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  American  Government,  or  whether  it  was  proposed 
to  give  it  the  character  of  an  obligatory  and  synallagmatic 
engagement.  My  idea  certainly  was  to  make  it  absolutely 
binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  during  the  period  wbiph  might  be  agreed  upon 
for  its  continuance.  But  as  the  perpetual  conventional 
establishment  of  a  given  rate  of  dqty  would  be  incompati- 
ble with  that  freedom  of  commercial  regulation  which  all 
Governments  ultimately  reserve  to  themselves,  it  would 
be  necessary,  of  course,  to  fix  a  term  to  the  duration  of 
the  obligatory  cliaracter  of  the  arrangement  ^  When 
your  excellency  considers  the  convictions  entertained  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  on  the  several  points 
now  in  discussion  between  the  two  Governments,  which  I 
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have  had  the  honor  to  express  to  you  more  fully,  together 
with  the  grounds  of  them,  in  another  communication, 
your  excellency  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  the  true  spirit  in 
which  this  proposition  has  been  made,  or  to  see  in  it  a 
signal  proof  of  the  friendly  and  liberal  dispositions  of  the 
American  Gorernmcnt. 

I  recognise  with  great  pleasure  the  conciliatory  senti- 
ments your  excellency  is  pleased  to  express.  Such  sen- 
timents, corresponding  with  those  which  are  so  sincerely 
felt  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  cannot  fail 
to  remove  the  causes  of  complaint  and  dissatisfaction  which 
have  heretofore  existed.  Notwithstanding  the  painful 
disappointments  of  the  past,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  never  ceased  to  confide  in  the  ultimate  justice 
of  his  Majesty's  councils.  That  confidence  has  been  re- 
vived and  streng^ened  in  an  especial  degree  -by  the  de- 
clarations of  your  excellency,  which  it  has  been  my  duty, 
fromtime  to  time,  to  communicate  to  my  Government;  and 
it  now  awaits  with  anxiety  the  completion  of  our  labors, 
as  the  harbinger  of  a  thorough  and  cordial  re-establishment 
of  the  ancient  and  friendly  relations  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments. The  enlightened  sense  of  justice  which  has  been 
invariably  manifested*  by  your  excellency  in  all  the  inter- 
views I  have  had  with  you,  and  the  noble  and  generous 
sentiments  which  I  know  to  inhabit  the  breast  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, assure  me  that  this  expectation  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

\V.  C.  RIVES. 

H.  E.  the  pRTircB  rx  Polioitac,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

[tra^slatioit.] 

Paris,  June  7,  1 830. 

Sir:  The  Prince  de  Polignac  being  unable,  by  reason 
of  his  numerous  occupations,  to  have  with  you,  so  soon 
as  he  would  have  wished,  the  interview  which  you  re- 
quested  of  him  by  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  has 
charged  me  to  beg  you  to  communicate  to  me  what  you 
had  to  say  to  him.  Except  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  1 
shall  be  at  your  disposal  every  other  day  of  the  week. 
Accept  the  assurances,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

B'ON  DEFFANDIS. 
Mr.  Rivxs,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Mr.  Eives  to  Mr,  Fan  JBuren. 
[No.  32.]  Paris,  June  29,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  notes 
received  from  Prince  Polignac  since  my  last  despatch, 
together  with  copies  of  my  answers.  These  papers  so 
fully  explain  themselves,  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
add  any  remarks  concerning  them.  Something  seems  to 
have  been  grdned,  at  least  m  a  virtual  reinstatement  of 
the  negotiation,  notwithstanding  the  demand  made  of  a 
previous  admission  of  the  French  construction  of  the  Loui- 
siana treaty.  Nothing,  however,  can  be  more  unfavora- 
ble to  the  effective  prosecution  of  this  negotiation  than  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  moment.  The  large  majo- 
rity against  ministers  returned  by  the  arrondisscment  elec- 
tions, which  have  just  taken  place,  leaves  no  doubt  of  a 
corresponding  result  in  the  whole  of  the  electoral  ope- 
rations. The  Algerine  expedition  has  met  with  so  un- 
expected an  opposition  as  to  raise  some  apprehensions 
respecting  the  speedy  and  complete  success  w  hich  had 
been  anticipated  from  it.  These  two  subjects,  and  their 
consequences,  so  entirely  occupy  the  Govemment  as  to 
suspend  the  current  march  of  affairs.  Indeed,  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  here  is  little  short  of  an  interregnum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

„       „  W.  C.  HIVES. 

Hon.  M.  Vak  BuREir, 

Secretan/ of  State, 


[TEAirSLATIOir.] 

PlU8,JttlKli,ia;{). 

Sir:  I  received,  on  the  31st  May,  only,  tbe  letter  m 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  tbe  26th  of  tlie  same 
month,  in  reply  to  that  which  I  had  addroRdtoyou 
some  days  before  on  the  subject  of  the  differaxs  exist- 
ing between  France  and  the  United  States.  Tootixtein 
announce  to  me  that  you  persist  entirely  iDyouiopaion, 
and  the  manner  in  which  yoa  combat  my  arguDKnisvnld 
be  but  too  well  adapted tomake  me^ipreheDdikcs- 
lessness  of  a  further  discussion,  if  other  circumstucejiii 
not  allow  the  hope  of  a  more  favorable  result  HovfT? 
that  may  be,  and  without  intending,  at  this  tine,  to  nrj 
to  the  details  of  the  question,  I  must,  in  order  &ot  to  smb 
to  acquiesce  in  objections  of  which  I  am  &r  frooiMX' 
ting  the  validity,  offer  you  some  obscmtionjondife 
passages  of  your  letter. 

You  again  lay  it  down  as  a  fact,  that  the  justice  of  tis 
claims  of  the  United  States  is  incontestable  and ukm'.* 
ed;  that  France  has  admitted  the  obligation  to  ai^ 
them,  and  that  I  myself  have  acknowledged  it.  Obk 
more,  sir:  never  has  the  King's  Govemment pronoonft-J 
itself  to  that  effect.     It  may  have  expressed  tkcpincn 
that  several  of  those  chums,  provided  a  IhorocglffiBii- 
ation  should  not  alter  their  character,  inspired  bk  in- 
terest in  an  equitable  point  of  view,  but  nererla*  it  «• 
knowledged,  nor  can  it  have  acknowle(JgBi  tk«^to  be 
founded  on  a  positive  and  incontestable  njJ»t.UMs  con- 
stantly held  all  decision  on  this  point  dcpcBinft«7»* 
verification  which  had  not  yet  taken  place,  wI»k1i  to» 
indispensable  preliminary  to  it;  and,  on  the  other  mp-. 
has  thought  itself  justified  in  refusing  to  enter ralote 
examination  of  a  question  so  completely  liti§wus,»tef 
as  you  should  not  satisfy  it  on  another  question  vhici,  ■J 
its  view,  was  not  susceptible  of  any  serious  difficu"'-'^ 
which  relates  to  the  execution  of  the  eighth  article  of  ik 
treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana.  ,, 

You  object  that  it  is  not  natural  that  France  sbcol.  fi- 
act  a  complete  satisfaction,  such  as  an  acknofle<i?K-' 
of  the  meaning  she  attaches  to  the  article  ™q"'^f;^'^. 
the  price  of  her  simple  consent  to  examine  toe  cm»  ^ 
the  United  States,  and  to  admit  such  »  njighjapP*;^ ; 
her  to  be  well  founded.     To  this  I  will  repl;.  J»:'^^ 
alleged  peculiarity  results  from  the  veiyMton;  oi  tiu. P 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  ^^^'^^'^'^^l 
of  varying  questions,  which  cano''^J'^*^f"^?j!CBm- 
ly,  which  render  necessary  a  previousMiAdt^'^^^^^^^ 
ation;  the  claim  of  France,  on  tbe  contnrr,  cim      ^^^ 
one  very  simple  question,  which  a  single  wow  c»- 
Until  now,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  msc^ 
stantly  declared  that  it  rejected  our  claim:  it  ^oui^r. 
fore  have  been  truly  idle  to  demand  of  it  to  e^^^=^^, 
again,  since  a  new  examination,  according  to  ^^^^  ,, 
pearance,  and  particularly  to  judge  "^™J"*^    J!^^. 
your  letter  of  March  27th,  would  again  P"«l"[*  V;.. 
tivc  answer.     On  the  contrary  far,  our  co".^  .  ^j^;.'.. 
the  claims  of  American  subjects  carries  with  i^^  r. 
sumption  that  we  are  disposed  to  »^'"'^[    ,,  *  ..V 
part.     It  suffices  to  say  that  wc  are  in  the  ^-r^^\'. 
exacting  a  previous  acknowledgment  oftheigj^  ^^^^ 
or  of  contenting  ourselves,  as  the  price  of  a  ^^^^  - 
sion,   with  a  promise   illusive  and  *^^^^,    p.,.^::; 
meaning.     I  could  have  conceived  that  Uie ^'j' 
of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  introduce  sctn^ ,  . 
equality  into  the  positions  of  the  two  Govc^P'^'^^':.>. 
have  wished  to  stipulate, -in  acknowlcdpng  J  .^ ,. 
that  acknowledgment  should  be  of  no  effect     ,.; 
consented  to  liquidate  the  legitimate  credits ot  '■'^^;j^ ,, 
Sucli  a  pretension,  without,  by  a  great  J^^^,X 
strict  justice,  would  at  least  hat'e  presented  >t-<t%^,; 
cious  manner,  and  the  French  Government  c?-'^  , 
taken  it  into  consideration.    But  I  repeat  it,  j^j  '   ' 
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tended  equality  which  you  wish  to  make  me  see  in  a  mu- 
tual engagement  to  examine  the  respective  claims,  would, 
ill  reality,  constitute  to  our  prejudice  an  enormous  ine- 
quality. That  is  too  evident  for  it  to  be  possible  to  sup- 
pose that  my  predecessors  ever  entertained  an  opinion 
different  from  mine,  if  their  expressions  were  less  pre- 
cise, less  formal,  it  is  because  the  issue  was  not  so  dis- 
tinctly joined  as  now.  Besides,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  in  repelling,  with  an  energy  always  in- 
creasing, the  principle  of  our  reclamation,  has  rendered 
more  evident  to  us,  every  da^,  the  inutility,  and  even  in- 
significance, of  a  mere  promise  to  examine. 

I  remark  that  you  now  revert  to  an  argument  which  I 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  notice  in  your  first  commu- 
nications, not  supposing  that  you  attached  any  great  im- 
portance to  it.  Tou  say  that  the  claim  which  we  oppose  to 
those  of  the  United  States  has  no  relation  to  the  latter:  you 
seem,  thence,  to  conclude  that  your  Government  would 
be  justified  in  refusing  to  treat  of  them  conjointly,  and  in 
de&rring  the  discusnon  of  the  one  until  the  others  should 
be  settled.  I  have,  sir,  but  one  thing  to  reply:  if  the 
United  States  have,  in  effect,  such  a  right,  France  has  it 
equally,  and  she  also  would  be  justified  in  exerting  it  con- 
versely, that  is,  in  demanding  not  only  (as  she  does)  the 
recognition  of  the  right  conferred  upon  her  by  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  oi  Louisiana,  but  also 
(which  she  does  not)  the  payment  of  the  indemnities 
which  are  due  to  her  for  the  deprivation  of  the  right,  for 
fifteen  years,  before  examining  the  claims  of  the  United 
States.  From  that  moment,  and  if,  as  it  is  probable,  nei- 
ther Government  would  yield,  no  further  negotiation 
would  be  possible.  It  may  be  boldly  affirmed  that  a 
right,  leading  to  such  consequences,  can  belong  to  no- 
body. It  is  much  more  consistent  with  reason  and  equity 
that  each,  in  rendering  justice,  should  require,  at  the 
same  time,  satisfaction  for  its  own  complaints. 

To  place  in  a  more  prominent  view  the  justice  of  the 
claims  which  you  are  charged  to  support,  you  state  that 
the  product  of  the  confiscated  property  of  the  subjects  of 
the  United  States  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  expenses 
which  otherwise  would  have  fallen  upon  the  French  na- 
tion. I  suppose,  without  the  proof  that  such,  in  ef- 
fect, was  the  appropriation  of  the  product  of  the  confis- 
cations, as  it  generally  is  that  of  all  that  goes  into  the 
treasury;  but  1  confess  that  I  do  not  well  understand  how 
that  circumstance  can  operate  more  especially  in  your 
favor,  for  there  is  no  pecuniary  claim  in  support  of  which 
it  may  not  be  invoked,  and  it  can  neither  fortify  nor 
weaken  the  validity  of  any  claim  whatsoever. 

You  repel  the  authority  of  the  treaties  concluded  in 
1814  and  1815,  between  France  and  the  other  Euro- 
pean Powers;  you  remark  that  the  United  States  cannot 
be  bound  by  acts  in  which  they  did  not  participate.  This 
observation  would  be  conclusive,  did  it  not  rest  upon  an 
incorrect  view  of  my  meaning.  I  cited  to  you  the  trea- 
ties in  question,  only  because  your  Government  has  re- 
peatedly endeavored  to  take  advantage  of  them,  against 
us,  in  the  present  question:  I  wished  to  prove'to  you  that 
they  do  not  pronounce  against  us,  as  had  been  given  to 
understand,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  our  favor.  Without 
pretending  to  give  them,  with  regard  to  the  United 
States,  an  obligatory  character,  I  thought  aa  the  Govern- 
ment at  Washington  had  thought,  that  they  constituted, 
at  least,  a  precedent  of  respectable  authority — the  more 
so,  as  principles  of  public  law,  applied  by  victorious  Pow- 
ers, could  not  be  suspected  of  excessive  indulgence. 

After  having  denied,  in  general  terms,  the  inference 
from  those  treaties,  you  make  the  subsidiar3r  objection 
that  the  position  of  the  United  States  is  essentially  differ- 
ent from  that  of  the  Powers  coalesced  against  France;  that 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  subjects  of  the  foi*mer  were  a 
natural  consequence  of  war,  whilst  the  wrongs  inflicted 
upon  Americans  were  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations. 

Vol.  IX.— Kk 


Not  to  enter,  with  respect  to  this,  into  a  discussion  which 
would  demand  a  detailed  examination  of  the  claims  them- 
selves, I  will  beg  you  to  observe  that,  if  there  was  not  war 
between  the  Imperial  Government  of  France  and  the  Unit- 
ed States,  there  was,  at  least,  a  state  of  demi-hostility, 
arising  both  from  the  measures  of  France,  and  from  the 
reprisals  exercised  by  the  Government  at  Washington- 
reprisals  which,  far  more  contrary  to  public  law  than  the 
acts  which  occasioned  them,  might  be  regarded  by  us  as 
signally  impairing  the  principle  of  the  claims  raised  by 
the  United  States.  Whether  those  reprisals,  however, 
have  or  have  not  compensated  completely  for  the  result 
of  the  acts  which  they  were  intended  to  repress,  is  a  cir- 
cumstance which  in  nothing  alters  the  state  of  the  ques- 
tion; and  what  I  wish  particularly  to  establish,  is,  that  the 
position  of  the  United  States  towards  us  has  more  analogy 
than  you  suppose  with  that  in  which  we  stood,  in  1814 
and  1815,  towards  the  allies. 

As  a  final  objection  on  the  subject  of  the  treaties  made 
at  that  period,  you  quote  to  me  the  additional  articles  con- 
cluded with  England,  the  30th  May,  1814;  the  treaty  of 
20th  July  with  Spain;  the  convention  relating  to  the  spo- 
liation of  the  Bank  of  Hamburg,  &c.  You  thence  con- 
clude that  I  was  mistaken  in  affirming  that  the  claims 
which  we  then  acknowledged  had  no  analogy  with  those 
now  presented  by  the  United  States.  I  might  remark  to 
you  that  this  want  of  analogy  still  exists,  at  least  in  some 
of  the  examples  of  which  you  remind  me;  but,  without 
pausing  upon  collateral  points,  I  will  content  myself  with 
observing  that,  when  I  adduced  the  treaties  of  Paris,  I  had 
in  view  the  general  treaties — the  only  ones  which  can  be 
considered  as  fixing  principles  of  public  law,  since  they 
alone  were  common  to  all  the  Powers;  for  the  private 
stipulations  exacted  in  favor  of  certain  States,  and  con- 
tained either  in  additional  articles  or  in  special  conven- 
tions, must  evidentiy  be  considered  as  so  many  excep- 
tions, extorted  by  force  of  arms,  or  the  dominion  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  which  only  serve  to  confirm  the  rule. 

You  then  pass,  sir,  to  what  concerns  the  meaning  we 
attach  to  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana. Permit  me,  in  the  first  place,  to  observe  to  you, 
that  we  do  not  interpret  that  article;  we  appeal  to  the  text 
itself.  It  is  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  is 
obliged  to  comment  upon  it  at  great  length,  in  order  to 
extract  the  signification  which  it  g^ves  it.  This  observa- 
tion answers  the  astonishment  you  manifest  to  me,  repeat- 
edly, at  the  right  of  interpretation  alleged  to  be  reserved 
by  us  to  the  exclusion  of  the  United  States.  That  reproach 
could  be  justly  addressed  onl^  to  the  Federal  Grovernment. 
We  limit  ourselves  to  repelhng  its  interpretation,  for  the 
reason  that  the  text,  perfectly  clear,  needs  none,  and  that 
it  is  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  the  matter  to  pretend 
to  interpret  a  stipulation,  the  terms  of  which  present  a 
single  and  precise  meaning.  After  this  preliminary  ob- 
jection, I  will  not  repeat  all  that  I  have  already  had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  you  on  this  important  subject,  in  my 
letter  of  the  20th  May.  I  think  I  have  anticipated  most 
of  the  arguments  which  you  now  offer;  and,  in  the  state 
which  the  discussion  has  reached,  it  would  be  more  than 
superfluous  to  refute  them  over  agfain.  You  yourself  ad- 
mit, moreover,  that  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana,  interpreted  in  your  sense,  would,  in  re- 
ality, offer  us  no  advantage:  you  add  only  that  there  might 
occur  a  state  of  things  in  which  it  would  offer  us  real  be- 
nefits. I  leave  you  to  judge  whether,  from  a  general  view 
of  circumstances;  from  the  maxims  of  political  economy 
professed  in  the  United  States,  the  change  which  you  sug- 
gest has  the  slightest  probability;  and  whether,  therefore, 
it  is  natural  to  presume  that  negotiators  can  have  had 
the  puerility  to  stipulate  a  clause  which,  except  in  some 
all  but  impossible  event,  was  to  be  entirely  devoid  of 
meaning. 

f  ou  quote  to  me  the  second  article  of  the  first  treaty 
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ightest  possibility  of  suppling  rt  to  be  under-       /^  documents,  I  hope  to  be  Ak,  «««tiiKtet 
tills  inference  is  not  one  of  the  least  proofs  m       ,  ^^^  ito  result.    I  take  pleMOK  in  tspin 


concluded  between  France  and  the  United  States,  at  the 
period  of  the  foundation  of  the  American  republic.  That 
article  provided  that  France  should  enjoy  all  favors  want- 
ed by  the  United  States  to  other  nations  freely,  if  the 
concession  was  freely  made,  and,  if  it  was  conditional,  for 
the  same  compensation.  From  this  you  infer  that  the 
eighth  ar6cle  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana  must 
be  understood  with  this  restriction.  Just  the  reverse: 
the  single  fact  that  it  is  omitted  in  Uie  latter  treaty,  while 
it  is  found  in  an  analogous  and  antecedent  act,  removes 
even  the  sli 
stood,  and 
support  of  our  opinion. 

You  remind  me  that  the  convention  relating  to  the  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  rights  which  France  reserved 
to  herself  there,  is  not  the  same  as  that  which  fixed  the 
pecuniary  indemnity  stipulated  in  our  favor.  It  would 
follow,  according  to  you,  from  this  circumstance,  that 
the  advantages,  whatever  they  may  be,  granted  to  ua  by 
the  eighth  article,  do  not  form  *n  integral  part  of  the  price 
of  the  cession.  I  do  not  comprehend,  I  confess,  such  a  dis* 
tinction:  the  eighth  article  does  not,  it  is  true,  form  a 
part  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  indemnity  in  money,  but 
it  forms  a  part  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  and  to  annul  it  is 
to  annul  also  the  article  which  stipulates  the  cession  itself; 
for  you  will  agree  with  me  that  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  cannot  rescind  a  treaty  in  order  to  retain  what  is 
favorable  to  itself,  and  reject  what  is  unfavorable;  and 
the  passage  which  you  cite  on  this  subject,  from  a  work 
published  by  Mr.  Barb^  Marbois,  seems  to  me  to  be  to- 
tally immaterial  to  the  question. 

As  to  the  argument  you  draw  from  the  amount  of  the 
pecuniary  indemnity  paid  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana,  an 
amount  so  much  grater,  according  to  you,  than  the  pro- 
per price  of  that  cession,  that  it  cannot  be  supposed  to 
have  been  necessary  to  add  to  it  further  advantages,  I 
shall  not  undertake  to  calculate  the  value  of  that  beautiful 
region;  I  will  not  inquire  whether  the  United  States  are 
disposed  or  not  to  consider  as  advantageous  the  treaty 
which  gave  it  to  them;  whether  they  would  consent  to 
annul  that  treaty,  if  that  were  posalile:  I  will  only  say 
that,  even  if  it  did  grant  us  excessive  advantages,  which 
I  am  far  from  allowing,  that  would  not  be  a  reason  for 
taking  them  away  from  us  if  they  flowed,  like  that  which 
we  claim,  from  its  express  provisions. 

I  will  not  push  further  the  discussion  of  the  passages  of 
your  letter  which  have  appeared  to  me  susceptible  of  re- 
futation. Many  others  also  might  furnish  ground  for  ob- 
servations on  my  part,  but  I  have  thought  it  sufficient  to 
combat  those  whicn  tended  to  accuse  of  inconsistency  and 
contradiction  the  course  pursued  by  France  in  this  pro. 
longed  negotiation.  I  think  I  have  completely  vindi- 
cated, in  that  respect,  the  policy  of  the  King's  Govern- 
ment. I  am  anxious  for  the  time,  sir,  when  we  may  both 
advance  frankly  in  a  direction  better  suited  to  lead  to  an 
accommodation,  and  with  great  reluctance  only  would  I 
return  to  a  system  of  reproaches  and  recriminations,  of 
which  the  only  possible  result  is  to  remove  furUier  and 
further  the  end  we  are  both  equally  solicitous  to  attain. 
You  are  too  enlightened  not  to  feel  that,  if  it  is  possible 
for  each  of  our  two  Governments  to  find,  in  the  numerous 
papers  of  a  correspondence  of  thirteen  years'  duration, 
the  means  of  embarrassing  its  adversary,  of  entrapping 
him,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  nis  own  words,  such  a  triumph 
would  be  as  little  glorious  as  it  would  be  useless  to  the 
success  of  our  claims.  I  do  not  fear  such  a  contest;  I 
will  sustain  it,  if  I  must;  but  I  prefer  to  hope  that  a  new 
direction  given  to  a  negotiation  heretofore  so  fruitless, 
will  enable  us  to  labor  more  effectually  to  satisfy  the  inte- 
rests confided  to  us. 

Accept  the  assurances.  Sec. 

LE  PRINCE  DE  POLIGNAC 
Mr.  RiTxs,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


[tHAHSUlTIOH.— PB1T1T£.] 

PAEIS,JuKl5,Ifi30. 

Sib:  I  have  received  the  private  letter  jaa£d me  the 
honor  to  write  me  the  2d  instant  In  doisgQptbe 
doubts  which  bad  arisen  in  my  mind  rdstiTely  to  the  pro- 
position you  have  made  tome  withtbeTiefofoQpro- 
mising  the  differences  existing  between  the  t«Gnenj- 
ments,  it  has  put  it  in  my  power  to  exwnine  it  is »!  the 
aspects  it  presents;  and  although  that  enminitiaiKQes- 


to  you  at  once  the  lively  satisfaction  produced  in  m  fey 
the  loyal  and  conciliatory  sentiments  you  exhibit,  i& 
which  are  so  conformable  to  thoac  by  which  tlje&fJ 
Government  itself  is  animated. 

Accept  the  assurances,  &c.  &c 

LE  PRINCE  DE  POUtVAC 

Mr.  RiTxs,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 


PiEM,.fc«25,im 

MoKsixvR  LE  Prihcx:  I  had  the  honor  to  receH® 
the  19th  insUnt,  the  letter  which  your  exctllHcr  id- 
dressed  to  me  under  the  date  of  the  15th.  Iia«a»sj 
dered,  with  the  most  respectful  attention,  tliciddjjwDii 
observations  which  your  excellency  thaepweflfiw™^ 
on  the  several  points  in  discussion  betwea«B,««lhwe 
still  to  regret  that  I  find  myself  unable  to  csawiuittie 
views  expressed  by  your  excellency.  , 

Your  excellency  first  offers  a  series  of  jrgBn>^ 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  France  is  catHleltoteEffi 
of  the  United  States  the  admission  of  thccbiffl«sw'* 
by  her  under  the  eighth  article  of  theLouBaMt»Jj_» 
the  condition  of  any  examination  of  the  Amencu*^ 
This  condition,  so  contrary  to  the  usual  cook  »flc» 
ends  of  negotiation,  is  alleged  to  result,  m  the  ^^ 
stance,  from  the  nature  of  tilings,  in"'^!*".*^^^^ 
rican  reclamations  are  complex  in  their  cMrtW  •  ^ 
quiring  an  examination  of  details,  whde  «« c»* 
Francl  is  simple,  which  a  single  wordwouW"^ 
resolve.     Without  stopping  to  coropaw  the  clu© « 
two  Governments  in  this  respect,  I  *2"<'5'jT„\u 

I  cannot  perceive,  in  the  «mpKcity  of  »<^«^'j^"„«t 
quate  reason  for  Jt**cknowleagjBcny«a^'J^^j^ 

inadmissible  in  principle  are  often,  Ma  ™^*^ 
the  most  simple  and  absolute  in  foiffl-  frsm^'a 
Your  excellency  next  remarks,  ^  ''"^j^ai^voti  of 
of  the  American  chums  would  inTolfc  »  ^.^ 
them,  in  part  at  least,  while  an  ^^j^^^^, 
of  France,  under  her  construcbonoiinc^'*  ^^^^^j^j. 

would  probably  terminate  in  its  ^J^^^^^qo  jt  ^ 
gagement  of  the  two  Governments  to  ^^/7j{5ejii 
same  time,  their  respective  pretensions,  wouiao       , 

with  a  real  inequality  to  the  disadyantage  oi '"T^p, 
such  should  be  the  result  of  an  €»»'«»?'*";*  an- 
other means  of  exphiining  it,  but  the  d'prcnc^,^^ 
in  the  intrinsic  character  of  the  P'*^??^.  \m^^ 
and  an  inequality  of  that  sort,  created  oy  ^'  ^^jfii; 
principles  of  reason  and  justice,  cannot  Dc  r«« 
any  arrangement  of  diplomacy.  ^  «.mpni^'* 
Your  excellency  suggests  tiiat  the  Govctd^^^^ 
United  States  might  have  been  expected,  »i«  J  ^^^^ 
a  contingent  admission  of  the  claim  ««cp«M^^  it 
under  the  Louisiana  treaty,  to  be  «»odi'»gJj^'j^t. 
event  of  an  adjustment  of  the  American  c»»f  i 
.  _r  ^ rru:-  „„««.8tion  P.rpc^!|ed 


This  suggest! 


vernment  of  France.     *«.» -«©o—       'hiectis^*'*'! 

misapprehension  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  oDjj^^j-jad 

f  the  United  States.     The  Government  w    ^^,  ^y 


by 


a 


states  would,  at  once,  admit  tiie  constru^";^.^;!. 
France  upon  the  eighth  article  of  theLou>siai»^.i-tc; 
could  persuade  itself  that  that  construtuon^jj^^. 
without  seeking  to  connect  with  it  any  coocu"^ 
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lation  for  its  own  benefit.  It  will  never  demand  a  price 
for  admitting  a  claim  which  it  believes  to  be  just  in  itself. 
But  beine  convinced^  after  the  most  anxious  and  candid 
search  of  the  true  meanin|^  of  the  article  in  question,  that 
the  construction  put  upon  it  by  the  Government  of  France 
is  not  correct,  it  does  not  perceive  with  what  reason  it 
can  be  required  to  assent  to  that  construction  as  the  sole 
condition  upon  which  it  can  obtain  justice  for  the  wrongs 
of  its  citizens. 

Your  excellency  seems  to  labor  under  a  like  misappre- 
hension of  what  has  been  said  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  respecting  the  want  of  connexion  between 
these  two  subjects,  and  the  unreasonableness  of  making  one 
an  oiTset  to  the  other.     Deducing  from  thence  the  sup- 
position that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  consi- 
ders itself  entitled  to  refuse  a  discussion  of  the  claim  of 
France,  under  the  Louisiana  treaty,  until  its  own  claims 
for  indemnities  should  be  first  resolved,  your  excellency 
remarks  that,  if  such  a  right  exists  for  the  United  States, 
it  belongs  equally  to  France;  that  France,  in  the  exercise 
of  it,  might  demand,  not  only  the  acknowledgment,  but 
the  satisfaction  of  her  claim,  before  she  would  consent  to 
examine  the  reclamations  of  the  United  States;  that,  if 
neither  Government  should  yield,  as  is  probable,  no  ne- 
gotiation would  be  possible;  and  that  it  may  be  boldly 
affirmed  that  a  right  leading  to  such  consequences  can 
exist  for  no  one.    I  will  first  remark  that  your  excellency 
is  entirely  mistaken  in  imputing  such  a  pretension  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.     Its  whole  procedure 
has  been  altogether  different.     When  the  reclamation  of 
France,  founded  on  her  construction  of  the  eighth  article 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  was  presented  to  the  American 
Government  at  Washington,  it  did  not  refuse  (whatever 
sanction  the  example  of  the  Government  of  France  might 
have  afforded  it  in  doing  so)  to  consider  that  reclamation, 
until  its  own  reclamations  were  first  acknowledged;  but 
without  any  reference  to  that  subject,  it  promptly  entered 
into  an  examination  of  the  pretension  brought  forward  on 
the  part  of  France,  candidly  discussed  all  the  arguments 
adduced  in  support  of  it,  and  has  ever  since  been  willing 
to  renew  the  discussion  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  a  spi- 
rit  of  perfect  candor  and  good  faitli,  whenever  the  Go- 
vernment of  France  should  desire  it.    While  such  has 
been  the  procedure  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Sjtates,  the  Government  of  France  has,  in  effect,  adopted 
that  very  course  which  your  excellency  says  could  be 
justified  only  as  a  retaliation  of  a  similar  pretension  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States;  and  the  consequence  which 
your  excellency  justly  invokes  as  demonstrating  the  ab- 
solute nullity  of  any  pretension  that  would  lead  to  it,  now 
results  from  the  sole  pretension  of  France  herself;  for 
what  could  more  completely  destroy  the  possibility  of 
any  negotiation,  than  to  demand  the  preliminary  admis- 
)ion  of  the  truth  of  a  proposition,  (unconnected,  too, 
with  the  real  subject  of  negotiation,)  which  one  of  the 
parties  had  invariably  believed  to  be  unfounded  and  in- 
idmissible? 

Having  answered,  satisfactorily,  I  trust,  the  observations 
nade  by  your  excellency  to  justify  the  position  recently 
issumed  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Government  with 
•eg-ard  to  the  incipient  terms  of  negotiation,  I  will  not  re- 
terate  what  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
'our  excellency  in  a  late  communication  respecting  the 
rue  nature  and  character  of  that  position.  The  views 
here  expressed  coincide  too  plainly  with  the  spontaneous 
lictates  of  justice,  to  require  to  be  urged  on  the  ac- 
inowledged  loyalty  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  Not 
oubtiiig'  the  result  of  a  candid  exercise  of  that  loyalty  on 
!ie  present  question,  I  pass  to  what  your  excellency  is 
leased  to  say  concerninj^  the  reclamations  themselves, 
'hich  form  the  objects  of  negotiation. 
Your  excellency  first  informs  me  that  his  Majesty's  Go- 
er nnacQt  has  never,  in  any  manner,  recognised  the  justice 


of  any  part  of  the  American  reclamations;  but  that  it  has 
always  held  its  opinion,  on  that  point,  dependent  on  the 
result  of  a  verification  which  has  never  yet  taken  place. 
If  this  be  the  case,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  been  laboring  under  a  great  delusion.  It  certainly 
had  flattered  itself  that  its  long  and  patient  represen- 
tations, though  Uiey  had  hitherto  failed  to  be  crowned 
by  that  final  and  practical  success  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled, had  not  been  altogether  fruitless  in  impressing  his 
Majesty's  Government  with  the  justice  of  the  reclama- 
tions which  formed  the  subject  of^hem.  This  belief  was 
derived  from  repeated  and  explicit  declarations  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  which,  though  falling  far  short  of  the 
just  claims  of  our  citizens,  unequivocally  admitted  the 
justice  of  several  classes  of  those  claims,  and  authorized 
the  hop^  tliat  all  of  them,  intrinsically  founded  in  the 
same  principles  of  justice,  would  ultimately  receive  tlie 
same  measure  of  redress.  I  need  not  detail  those  decla- 
rations here,  as  your  excellency  will  find  many  of  them, 
particularly  those  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  the  Viscount 
de  Montmorency,  and  Monsieur  Villele,  briefly  recapitu- 
lated in  a  letter  addressed  to  my  predecessor,  on  the  19th 
of  December,  1827,  to  his  excellency  Baron  de  Damas* 
then  his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AflTairs, 
which  is  presumed,  of  course,  to  be  among  the  archives 
of  your  department.  To  what  extent  I  supposed  your 
excellency  to  have  recognised  the  justice  of  these  recla- 
mations, sufficiently  appears  from  the  note  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  your  excellency  on  the  17th  of  February 
last,  which,  if  it  had  inaccurately  stated  the  result  of  the 
repeated  discussions  that  had  taken  place  between  your 
excellency  and  myself,  would  have  been  followed,  it  was 
to  be  presumed,  by  a  prompt  correction. 

However  discouraging  it  may  be  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  after  all  that  has  passed,  to  learn  that 
no  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  convincing  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  of  the  justice  of  the  reclamations  in 
question,  such  is  its  confidence  both  in  the  honorable 
and  enlightened  spirit  of  his  Majesty's  councils,  and  in 
the  merits  of  the  reclamations  themselves,  that  it  cannot 
doubt  for  a  moment  the  ultimate  and  entire  conviction  of 
his  Majesty's  Government  on  this  point.  In  regard  to 
the  general  question  of  a  subsisting  responsibility  for  the 
acts  of  the  former  Government  of  France,  this  is  so  clear- 
ly founded  on  the  acknowledged  maxims  of  public  law, 
the  usage  of  nations,  and  the  repeated  recc^nition  of  the 
principle  by  bis  Majesty's  Government  itself,  both  in  its 
foreign  and  domestic  transactions,  that  it  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary to  discuss  such  a  question  with  one  so  intimately 
acquainted  with  all  these  considerations  as  your  excellen- 
cy is;  and,  indeed,  the  observations  contained  in  your  ex- 
cellency's letter,  bearing,  as  they  do,  much  more  on  the 
details  than  the  principle  of  our  reclamations,  assure  me 
that  such  a  discussion  would  be  altogether  superfluous. 

In  the  note  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  excellen- 
cy on  the  26th  of  the  last  month,  I  took  occasion  to  re- 
mark that  tlie  responsibility  created  by  the  maxims  of 
public  law  for  the  wrongs  committed  upon  our  citizens 
by  the  former  Government  of  France,  was  enforced,  at 
the  same  time,  by  considerations  of  natural  equity,  be- 
cause the  nation  and  the  present  Government  of  France 
had  received  and  still  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  those  wrongs 
in  a  corresponding  diminution  of  the  public  charges, 
the  place  of  which  had  been  supplied  by  the  proceeds  of 
the  property  taken  from  our  citizens.  Your  excellency, 
admitting  the  fact,  remarks,  that  you  do  not  perceive  in 
what  manner  it  strengthens  the  American  reclamations,  as 
there  is  no  claim  of  pecuniaiy  indemnity  in  support  of 
which  it  may  not  be  equally  alleg^.  This  remark  of 
your  excellency,  however,  seems  not  to  have  been  duly 
considered,  for  cases  may  occur,  and  hare  occurred,  in 
which  property  wrested  from  its  owners  by  the  violence 
of  a  lawless  GovemmeDt,  has,  in  no  manner,  contributed 
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to  lessen  the  hardens  of  the  nation  by  whose  Goyernment 
the  act  was  committed.  In  these  cases,  the  obligation  of 
the  succeeding  Government  to  repur  the  wrong,  though 
not  less  clear  according  to  the  established  principles  of 

Eublic  law,  may  sometimes  present  an  appearance  of 
ardship.  When  the  nation,  however,  has  received,  and 
still  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  property  taken,  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  hardship  ceases,  and  the  reparation  demand- 
ed is  not  so  much  an  indemnity  as  a  simple  act  of  restitu- 
tion, the  refusal  of  which  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
original  perpetration  of  the  wrong. 

Your  excellency,  in  referring  ag^in  to  the  treaties  of 
1814  and  1815,  says,  that  you  luul  not  cited  them  as  obli- 
gatory upon  the  United  States,  but  only  as  a  precedent 
of  respectable  authority.  Taken  with  the  qualifications 
which  a  difference  of  circumstances  necessarily  imposes, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  far  from  aeclin- 
ing  the  application  of  this  precedent.  On  the  contrary, 
the  principle  of  it  gives  conclusive  support  to  our  recla- 
mations. In  the  note  which  1  had  lately  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress to  your  excellency,  I  stated  the  difference  of  cir- 
cumstances which  rendered  the  particular  rules  of  those 
treaties  inapplicable  to  the  United  States,  but  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  the  pre- 
ceding Government  of  France,  which  is  recognised  and 
established  by  those  treaties,  applies  with  all  its  force  in 
favor  of  the  reclamations  of  the  United  States.  On  the 
same  principle  that  the  present  Government  of  France  is 
responsible  for  the  contracts  of  the  preceding  Govern- 
ment in  the  case  of  belligerents,  is  it  liable  for  the  tres- 
passes of  that  Government  on  the  properly  of  neutrals. 
The  history,  as  well  as  the  particular  dispositions  of  the 
treaties  of  Paris,  prove  that  violent  and  forcible  wrongs 
were  not,  in  general,  comprehended  in  those  treaties 
among  the  acts  of  the  preceding  Government,  for  which 
the  restored  Government  was  made  responsible,  because 
injuries  of  that  description,  in  the  case  of  belligerents, 
were  considered  as  calamities  of  war,  and  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  position  in  which  the  contracting  Powers 
stood  to  each  other.  In  that  view,  they  would  not  have 
constituted  a  subject  of  reclamation  against  the  preceding 
Government  itself,  and,  of  course,  not  against  the  restor- 
ed Government.  The  property  of  neutrals,  however, 
being  lawfully  exempt  from  all  violence,  any  forcible  in- 
vasion of  that  property  by  the  preceding  Government, 
constituted,  at  least,  as  strong  a  subject  of  reclamation 
against  the  present  Government  of  France,  the  general 
principle  of  responsibility  being  once  established,  as  any 
-contracts  of  the  preceding  Government  with  the  subjects 
of  belligerents. 

Your^  excellency  seems  to  admit  the  justness  of  this 
conclusion,  in  endeavoring  to  show,  by  a  statement  which, 
I  inust  confess,  has  altogether  surprised  me,  that  the 
United  States  cannot  claim  the  character  of  neutrals  in 
regard  to  the  Imperial  Government  of  France.  Your  ex- 
cellency remarks  that,  if  there  was  not  war  between 
them,  there  was  a  state  of  demi-hostility  at  least,  resulting, 
at  once,  from  the  measures  taken  by  France,  and  the  re- 
prisals exercised  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
reprisals,  your  excellency  adds,  much  more  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  public  law  than  the  acts  which  had  oc- 
casioned them.  I  cannot  suppose  your  excellency  to  be 
unacquainted  with  the  outrageous  character  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Imperial  Government,  which,  in  violation  of 
the  acknowledged  principles  of  public  law  and  the  faith 
of  treaties,  sunk  and  burnt  our  unoffending  vessels  on  the 
high  seas,  arrested  and  captured  the  lawful  commerce  of 
our  citizens  on  the  same  element,  or  seized  and  confiscat- 
ed their  property  in  the  ports  of  France.  What,  then, 
was  the  character  of  those  measures  adopted  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  which  your  excellency 
says  were  still  more  contrary  to  the  principles  of  public 
law  than  this  dark  catalogue  of  outrages?    First,  an  em- 


bargo laid  on  our  own  vessels  to  keep  tben  ha  tk 
theatre  on  which  they  were  exposed  to  thw  liceodocs 
depredations;  and,  finally,  a  suspenuon  of  eoaniercai  in- 
tercourse with  France— a  meaBure  equiDj  extended  to 
her  enemy,  England,  who  had,  at  the  aimetiiDe,Tioltted 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  uidiceoBpioied 
with  a  proposition  to  both,  that,  whenever  eitlia  of  than 
should  cease  to  violate  those  rights,  the  intotgRTitfa 
that  Power  should  be  imroediateljr  reneved,  y&  it 
should  remain  suspended  with  the  other,  ifitdid«f.ike- 
wise  cease  from  its  aggressions  on  our  commerce.  li,i 
the  execution  of  this  moderate  and  pscific,  ud  UDips- 
tionably  lawful  system  of  measures,  tlic  property  rf» 
single  French  subject  was  ever  confiscated  or  conte> 
ed,  the  fact  has  hitherto  been  unknown  to  the  Goren^ 
ment  of  the  United  States.  In  whatcircun»stiDces,tkee- 
fore,  your  excellency  has  found  cause  for  tha  siraj  I 
denunciation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  UratcdStitfs^ 
wards  the  Imperial  Government  of  France,  I  in  it  ilea 
to  know.  If  your  excellency  shall  think  proper  to  eate 
into  that  field  of  discussion,  the  GoTemmeotof  tketr 
ed  States  will  be,  at  all  times,  ready  torifldiotejlies.^ 
questionable  legality  of  its  own  maaam, «  »e^ «  ^ 
demonstrate  the  iniquitous  and  unwarnintibfccB»ff 

of  the  measures  of  the  Imperial  authority. 
Before  Heave  this  branch  of  the  subject, /ciK«iroifl 

noticingan  idea,  which  so  frcqucnUy  wawoWiaf  ?ow 
excellency's  recent  communications,  ttoim^^Pn 
no  small  importance  is  atUchcd  to  it.   T^*?^ 
the  treaties  of  Paris  are  represented  as  ngotooioaffl^ 
imposed  by  victorious  enemies,  who,  neWf "  "TT 
had  nothing  but  their  own  will  toputboondsto^ 
mands;  and  it  seems  to  be  impricd  that  the  gna^p-^^ 
of  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  the  prc^^'^.Tj^j 
which  those  stipulations  acknowledged  tiid  ^^ 
was  extorted  by  superior  force,  in  oppo«5^^°S 
ciplesof  justice  anA  public  law.  It«nf  f<f  fjJJ'l 
how  far  this  solution  accords  with  the  dc^Jt^^^:: 
noble  pride  of  the  French  Government  indntow- 
one  hand,  or  with  the  consideration  doc  ^o^"^] 
and  motives  of  his  Majesty's  allies  on  the  rtfier.  ^^ 
may  be  permitted  to  appeal  to  the  n><"«'\.'ffo^ 
tion  itself,  and  its  attendant  circumsUnces^  J  ^^ 
contrary  presumptions  of  tlie  strongest  cmi«  ^^^ 
allied  sovereigns  were  not  the  c"^°"*Ai^i:„tioJ8 
ment  on  which  the  fulfilment  of  these  »^^«;^e 
devolved.     The  war  which  they  P"**"   i^-wion, 
exclusively,   in    the  terms  of  t!i«r  fi^^^jetbe 
«*  against  Bonaparte  and  his  adherents.        .  ^  ^^ 
friends  and  allies  of  the  restored  Goternj*"^^^. 
into  France  expressly  for  the  P«rpo8«^'J;^^ta'i« 
it.     They  felt  and  declared  that  i*  " '^^T^nder  l- 
peace  and  happiness  of  Europe,  that  rr     '  ,  y^* 
legitimate  kings,  should  be  ffr^^J^'H**^  P°lLs*i'^ 
the  influence  of  such  interests,  t*»«'r^!^no  other  ff?" 
restored  Government  could  have  been '"  .  ^^f  ,tptt^ 
than  one  of  lenity  and  indulgence,  i*^*^    ,  ^etr 
of  tj-anscending,  the  limits  of  str'-ct  ngM?  ^     i^^. 
exceptions  might  be  taken  to  P""^'P  ^*  njstancfs  * 
between  parties,  treating  under  such  ^^.j^n^ 
precedents  applicable  to  others,  an  excess  o    i 
can  be  objected.  .     .    (\f^^ 

I  will  now  follow  your  excellency  in  ^°^j|,3;tr:- 
you  have  made  on  the  constroctionoftnecrg  .^, 
the  Louisiana  trpaty.  Your  excellency  «r>^^  ^^^^: 
answer  to  the  surprise  I  had  testified  *^  a^^j' 
right  of  interpretation  which  France  seems  iQ^^^^.je 
the  Government  of  France  does  not  «n^frf .  .|^*h^'«' 
in  question;  that  it  invokes  its  text;  that  it  »  ,  f,r 
ment  of  the  United  States  which  c"ni|nfn ' ';^;,i»i 

the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  Mff"'^  . '°"ibi^^**^''^ 
thus,  contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  the  su  j  ^^,^,y 
interpret  that  which,  being  sufficiently  ciw 
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in  itself,  requires  no  interpretation.  But  I  cannot  per- 
ceive how^  this  remark  removes  the  objection.  The  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  also  invokes  the  text  of  the 
article  in  question;  it  contends  for  the  true  meaning  of 
that  text,  which  it,  too,  considers  perfectly  clear  and  pre- 
cise; and  if  it  has  supported  its  exposition  by  some  very 
obvious  reasons,  while  France  may  be  content  merely  to 
assert  hers  without  any,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  cor- 
rectness of  its  exposition,  or  its  equil  right  to  judge  of 
the  true  meaning  of  the  text,  is,  for  that  reason,  the  more 
questionable.  But  the  truth  is,  that  Trance  does  not  deny, 
but  impliedly  admits,  the  meaning  &ttributed  to  the  text 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  when  she  puts 
the  whole  force  of  her  argument  in  the  simple  assertion 
of  fact  that  tlie  compensation  which  the  United  States 
allege  to  be  required  by  the  true  meaning  of  the  text,  in 
the  case  of  a  conditional  grant  of  commercial  favors,  has 
been  actually  paid  in  advance  by  France.  What  little 
foundation  there  is  for  that  argument,  I  have  elsewhere 
endeavored  to  show. 

Your  excellency  next  remarks,  that  I  agree,  nyself, 
;hat  the  article  in  question,  interpreted  in  our  tense, 
ivould  not  oflTer  any  real  advantage  to  Prance?  that  1  only 
»y  that  there  might  happen  a  state  of  things  in  wh  ch  it 
vould  present  a  real  advantage.  4.nd  your  excellency 
hen  appeals  to  me  to  say,  whether,  according  t«  the 
)rinciples  of  political  economy  professed  in  the  Uiited 
Itates,  that  state  of  things  is  at  all  likely  to  occur,  anc  if  it 

I  natural  to  presume  that  negotiators  would  have  had 
be  puerility  to  stipulate  a  clause  which,  except  in  an  event 
Imost  impossible,  would  be  altogether  unmeaning.  V^our 
xcellency,  however,  is  mistaken  in  saying  that  1  ha^ 
greed  that  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  in- 
jrpreted  in  our  sense,  oiFers  no  real  advantage  to  Frtnce. 
>n  the  contrary,  I  endeavored  to  show  that  it  offers,  at 

II  times,  a  substantial  and  important  advantage  to  France 

I  obliging  the  United  States  to  extend  commercial  iivors 
►  her,  which  it  is  purely  optional  with  them  to  extend  or 
7t  to  other  nations.  The  advantage  is  not  the  les  real 
scause  the  United  States,  according  to  their  preset t  sys- 
im  of  commercial  policy,  make  no  discriminations  tmong 
e  nations  with  whom  they  trade.  What  other  Bations 
ijoy  precariously,  by  courtesy,  and  for  the  moment, 
I'ance  holds  securely  by  right,  and  forever.  y»ur  ex- 
tllency  appeals  to  me  to  say  whether  it  is  at  all  probable 
at  the  presentsystem  of  commercial  policy  of  the  United 
ates  will  be  changed.  To  this  I  can  only  answer,  that 
e  system  of  general  reciprocity  was  never  established  by 
w  in  the  United  States  until  the  year  1815,  tweVe  years 
bscquent  to  the  date  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  {  that  it  is 
bj  ect  to  be  modified  or  revoked  at  any  momen:  by  the 

II  of  the  National  Le^^islature;  and  that  I  can  veil  con- 
ive  many  cases  in  which  it  may  be  both  the  will  and  the 
erest  of  the  nation  to  grant  commercial  facil'ties  and 
vrantages  to  one  Power,and  withhold  them  from  .\nother. 
ith  regard  to  the  views  of  the  negotiators,  I  am  far  from 
jing  any  puerility  in  stipulating  for  the  permarent  and 
[efeasible  enjoyment,  through  all  future  time,  of  a  fa- 
-able  basis  of  commercial  intercourse,  whick  would 
erwlse  have  been  subject  to  all  the  modifications  and 
issitudes  that  the  unrestrained  will  or  accidental  policy 
i  foreign  Government  might  introduce.  At  all  events, 
he  negotiators  of  the  treaty  of  1803  can  hardly  be  sup- 
ted  to  have  foreseen  the  adoption  of  a  general  recipro- 
r  system  in  the  United  States  in  1815, 1  can  perceive  no 
re  grround  for  ascribing  puerility  to  them  in  the  stipula- 
I  of  a  clause  such  as  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana 
ity  is  understood  by  the  United  States  to  be,  tJian  to  the 
oliators  of  the  treaty  of  1778,  in  stipulating  the  second 
cle  of  that  treaty,  which,  on  its  face,  is  explicitly  ex- 
ned  in  the  sense  which  your  excellency  pronounces  to 
Linmeaning. 

our  excellency  says  that,  as  the  explanatoi^'  clause 


which  accompanies  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1778  is  not  contained  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1803,  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  its  omission  that  the 
parties  had  a  different  meaning.  But  I  would  ask  your 
excellency  if  it  is  not  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
two  nations  having,  in  their  first  treaty,  for  greater  cer- 
tainty, explained  what  they  intended  by  the  stipulation  of 
being  placed  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation,  it 
was  thenceforward  deemed  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  ex- 
planatory words,  and  that  stipulations  of  a  similar  nature 
would  be  always  understood  by  them  in  the  same  sense, 
without  the  definition  already  given,  especially  as  the 
terms  themselves,  though  general,  intrinsically  carried  the 
same  and  no  other  meaning.  Accordingly,  in  every  sub- 
sequent commercial  arrangement  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, though  several  of  them  have  contained  similar  sti- 
puktions,  which,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  were  meant,  and 
have  always  been  understood,  in  the  same  sense,  the  ex- 
planatory words  have  been  invariably  omitted.  This  na- 
tural and  reasonable  supposition  is  in  strict  conformity  to 
a  rule  of  interpretation  laid  down  by  one  of  the  highest 
authorities  on  such  subjects,  (Vattel,  Law  of  Nations, 
book  ii,  chap,  xvii,  sec.  284,)  where  it  is  said,  that  if  two 
contracting  parties  have,  in  a  former  treaty,  •*  clearly 
shown  their  intention  with  respect  to  anything,  we  ought 
to  give  the  same  sense  to  what  they  may  have  said  more 
generally  or  obscurely,  in  a  posterior  treaty,  on  the  same 
affair." 

Your  excellency  seems  not  to  have  apprehended  cor- 
rectly the  purpose  for  which  I  referred  to  the  fact,  that 
the  conventions  which  fixed  the  price  to  be  given  for  the 
cession  of  Louisiana  were  distinct  from  the  treaty  which 
contains  the  article  under  which  the  commercial  advan- 
tages in  question  are  cbumed.  The  purpose  was  this:  As 
if  to  swell  those  advantages  to  an  importance  beyond  their 
obvious  and  natural  dimensions,  they  had  been  often  re- 
presented, on  the  part  of  France,  as  the  principal  part  of 
the  price  given  for  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  This  idea 
seemed  to  be  very  naturally  repelled  by  the  fact,  that  all 
which  related  to  the  equivalents  for  the  cession  was  con- 
tained in  instruments  of  which  the  clause  in  question 
formed  no  part;  while  it  was  found  in  another  instrument, 
the  object  of  which  was  merely  to  attest  the  cession,  to 
arrange  the  transfer,  and  to  regulate  the  future  political 
and  commercial  condition  of  the  territory.  This  separa- 
tion of  the  instruments,  and  their  respective  subjects, 
appeared,  moreover,  from  the  testimony  of  one  of  the 
negotiators,  to  be  the  result  of  an  express  agreement  of 
the  negotiators,  for  reasons  stated,  to  treat  of  the  cession 
and  the  price  of  it  separately,  and  to  make  of  them  dis- 
tinct acts.  In  this  state  of  things,  if  the  commercial  ad- 
vantages in  question  had  formed,  as  is  alleged,  a  principal 
part  of  the  price  of  the  cession,  would  not  the  clause  re- 
serving them  have  found  its  place  in  the  conventions 
which  fixed  4he  price,  and  not  in  tlie  treaty  of  cession? 
It  was  with  this  simple  and  direct  view  that  the  reference 
in  question  lyas  made,  and  not  certainly  from  any  idea 
that  the  clause  is  less  sacred  in  the  treaty  of  cession  than 
it  would  be  in  the  conventions,  or  with  any  expectation  of 
giving  rise  to  your  excellency's  remark,  that  to  annul  it 
would  be  to  annul  the  cession;  it  being  clear,  your  ex- 
cellency adds,  that  one  of  the  contracting  parties  cannot 
rescind  so  much  of  a  treaty  as  is  agninst  it,  maintaining 
that  which  is  in  its  favor.  Your  excellency  may  rest  as- 
sured that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  no 
disposition  to  rescind  any  of  its  obli^tions  arising  from 
this  or  any  other  treaty,  though  it  has  Heretofore  supposed 
that  it  had  some  right  to  judge  what  the  real  nature  and 
extent  of  those  obligations  are. 

I  have  but  the  same  answer  to  make  to  another  obser- 
vation of  your  excellency  on  what  I  had  said  respecting 
the  amount  of  the  price  actually  obtained  for  Louisiana, 
which,  according  to  the  authentic  authority  just  mention- 
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ed,  was  thirty  millions  offrancs  more  than  the  sum  deem- 
ed adequate  by  the  vendor.  From  thence  I  drew  the 
conclusion,  that,  when  the  Giovernment  of  France  had 
secured  a  price  for  this  territory  so  much  beyond  its  own 
estimate  or  its  value,  it  was  not  very  probable  that  it 
should  endeavor  still  further  to  enhance  that  price  in  the 
shape  of  extraordinary  commercial  exactions,  which  are 
believed  to  be  wholly  unwarranted  by  the  language  of  the 
treaty.  Your  excellency,  however,  remarks  that,  if  the 
treatv  had  granted  excessive  advantages  to  France,  this 
would  be  no  reason  for  depriving  her  of  them.  This  is 
readily  admitted.  The  question,  however,  alwavs  recurs, 
have  the  advantages  claimed  been  really  granted  r  And,  on 
tliat  question,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  con- 
siders itself  entitled  to  an  opinion,  which  it  has  formed  af- 
ter the  most  careful  investigpation,  and  supported  by  proo& 
which  it  believes  have  not  yet  been  confuted. 

The  sentiments  expressed  in  the  close  of  your  excel- 
lency's communication  are  reciprocated  with  an  entire  and 
hearty  concurrence.  Nothing  can  be  more  remote  from 
the  wishes  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  than 
to  enter  into  a  system  of  reproach  and  recrimination.  It 
would  be  as  unbecoming  its  own  character  as  inconsistent 
with  the  respect  which  it  nncerely  entertains  for  that  of 
his  Majesty's  Government.  The  language  of  reproach, 
therefore,  it  never  has,  and  never  will  employ.  If,  at  any 
time,  it  has  dwelt  with  earnestness  on  particular  facts, 
which  seemed  to  carry  in  themselves  a  sentence  of  re- 
proach, it  has  always  been  with  reluctance,  and  only  in 
reply  to  observations  made  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, of  a  tone  and  character  so  strongly  marked  as 
to  render  it  impossible  to  pass  them  in  silence.  I  learn, 
tlierefore,  with  sincere  satis&ction,  that,  so  &r  as  depends 
on  your  excellency,  there  will  be  no  further  occasion  for 
unpleasant  discussion^  and  that  your  excellency  sincerely 
wishes  for  the  time  when  we  may  advance  in  ways  better 
calculated  to  lead  to  accommodation. 

I^may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  all  tlie  important  interests  involved  in  a  cordial  good 
understanding  of  the  two  Governments  impressively  de- 
mand a  settlement  of  the  existing  subject  of  discussion. 
I  need  not  remind  your  excellency  how  long  and  how  pa- 
tiently the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  sought  re- 
dress for  the  flagrant  and  multiplied  wrongs  inflicted 
upon  its  citizens  by  the  authorities  of  France;  how  fre- 
quently that  redress  has  been  postponed  from  collateral 
considerations,  unconnected  with  the  merits  of  the  recla- 
mations themselves;  how  all  these  alleged  causes  of  post- 
ponement bad  successively  disappeared,  one  afler  another, 
when  a  new  and  unexpected  obstacle  was  interposed  in 
a  subject  of  controversy,  on  the  part  of  France,  wholly 
foreign,  botli  in  its  origin  and  principles,  to  the  reclama- 
tions of  the  United  States,  and  in  regard  to  which  the  two 
Governments  had  constantly  differed  in  opinion  af^er 
thorough  and  repeated  discussions.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States,  unable  to  perceive  any  possible  connexion 
between  the  two  subjects,  and  believing  that  each  should 
be  decided  independently  on  its  own  merits,  refused  for  a 
time,  as  it  was  well  justified  in  doing,  to  blend  them  in  the 
same  ne|rotiation.  At  length,  however,  from  deference 
to  the  wishes  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  with  an 
anxious  desire  to  terminate,  if  possible,  all  differences 
between  the  two  Governments,  a  blended  discussion  of 


convinced,  by  each  renewed  discussion,  of  t&e  correct- 
ness of  its  construction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  loaf. 
siana  treaty,  it  has,  f»r  the  sake  of  conciliatiDB,tBdtoif. 
ford  his  Majesty's  Government  a  decisive  pnoil  botb  of 
the  sincerity  of  its  convictions,  and  of  the  eqi^  of  its 
dispositions,  proposed  to  refer  this  question  to  tbe  deci- 
sion of  impartial  anc  enlightened  arbiters.  Itcoiiinlj 
cannot  be  expected  X)  do  more  towards  an  ucoKoda- 
tion  which  shall  finaiy  settle  all  the  subjects  of  djcsssoQ 
between  the  two  Go^mments.  The  rest  depends laiiii 
Majesty's  Governmeit  alone;  and  the  Goremmest  d^ 
United  States  feels  a  thorough  confidence  thittbeitsi 
will  answer  to  that  c\aracter  of  loyalty  and  justice  vhd 
has  so  eminently  distinguished  his  Majestjr's  GoTerniuat 
in  all  other  transactifns. 

I  pray  vour  excelbncy  to  accept  Ae  issunoces  of  ie 
high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tx: 
excellency's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  aenut, 

w.  c.  ms. 

Hi*  exc'y  the  F'cb  sb  Polioxac,  &c.  &c.  &c.  k. 


the  two  subjects  has  taken  place.     What  effect  maybe 
produced  on  the  opinions  of^his  Majesty's  Government  by 


the  additional  views  I  have  had  the  honor  to  express  to 
your  excellency  in  this  communication,  I  cannot,  of  course, 
know,  but,  as  yet,  no  change  appears  to  have  been  pro- 
duced  on  either  side.     Is  this  difterence  of  opinion  on  a 

foreign  and  irrelevant  question,  should  it  unfortunately  .._  ^.„.^,  _„.^  „„.  ^^  _ _.  .  ^,,. 

continue,  forever  to  obstruct  the  redress  due  for  the  un-  month  of  Aujrust.    I  observed  to  him  that  thisjP'^'i 

J^iSfm^^t  'f^iT''??*^  /o''"'  ?^"™-     '^^'^«^  ^^^  G^  unexpected  and  discouraging,  and  that  I  hogj  V,.> 
vemment  of  the  United  SUtes  has  become  more  and  more  be  avoided,  if  possible,  M  a  question  w  fruit/^'  ^ 


MoirsixuK  IE  Pkiitcs:  I  have  received  the  prinawf* 
which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  ntetiiM 
under  the  date  of  the  15th  insUnt,  and  ^^^^ 
communicating  it  to  my  Government,  by  ffaaitvillbc 
received  with  lively  satisfaction,  as  rcneiinjtiicprwpect 
of  sn  early  and  happy  solution  of  cxi^  ^ettDcet 
Thii  alone  is  wanting  to  place  the  «b6«a«^tfo 
couitries,  in  every  respect,  on  the  most  l«»"5^  '^ 
ing,  and  to  develop,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  cordjl  on 
frieadly  dispositions  which  the  Government  of  the  w^ 
States  so  sincerely  cherishes  towards  that  of  his  wj^J^ 
I  need  not  assure  your  excellency  with  what  pk»:-ti 
shallco-operate  with  your  excellency  in  a  work  wb;cli?t> 
mises  to  lead  to  results  so  desirable  for  both  consinfe. 
Understanding  it  to  be  your  excellency's  intenbon  to  pre- 
sent the  result  of  your  views  on  the  whole  subject  oi-^ 
gotiaion  in  the  form  of  a  projet  ofatrealyanswcnnj- 
thatvhichi  had  the  honor  to  handyoointhemoruffl 
Marcl  last,  I  will  merely  add  that  that  mode  ippo"^ 
me,  as  to  yourself,  best  calculated  to  lead  to  a  pr«c«>* 

practical  conclusion.  «|isjun£- 

I  pny  your  excellency  to  accept  the  reW« 
ces  of  ny  most  distinguished  considefftMO.        ^ 

His  excellency  the  PaiKCB  ni  Poues^f* 

&C.  it"  **• 


Mr.  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  B»at^ 

[No.  36]  P^»''''^"'^^''^!^Te 

Sm:  Notwithstanding  the  many  d»^^'^X-t« 
experienced,  and  the  obstacles  opP°*^.!^  jkjrtccfr 
prosecution  of  the  negotiation  for  indemnities,  i^^^^ 
tinued  to  employ  every  effort  in  my  povcr  J;  tjjj., 
the  attention  of  the  French  Government  to  uw.^. 
and  to  bring  it  to  some  practical  result.  0'»"^^f'^j..j- 
I  called  on  Baron  Deffandis  for  the  P^T^  \^rtJ^ 
ing  more  precisely  when  I  might  ^^^j  °  ge> 
projet  of  a  treaty  they  liad  promised  to  send  me-  ,j,. 
told  me,  in  a  former  interview,  that  they  wouw^ 


Bureau  of  Commerce,  with  whom  uic  '""T-„es'^ 
consult  before  he  sent  me  his  V^l^^  ^^ 
country  to  attend  the  elections;  that  ^^  J^"^  ^^^ 
until  towards  the  end  of  the  month;  »ndthit.  ^.^e 
the  projet  could  not  be  sent  to  mc  ^'*^*/*"fj!^T»^ 
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tion  and  discontent  in  the  relations  of  the  two  countries 
oug^bt  not  to  remain  longer  unsettled.  To  this  he  answer- 
ed by  general  promises  to  mature  the  business  for  a  final 
decision  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  minister  having  promised,  in  one  of  my  interviews 
with  him,  to  communicate  to  me  the  report  of  the  com- 
mission he  bad  charged  with  the  examination  of  our  claimsy 
I  availed  myself  of  this  occasion  to  mention  to  Baron  Def- 
fandis  the  promise  of  the  minister,  and  added  that,  as  the 
commission  had  advised  against  the  payment  of  our  claims, 
it  seemed  to  be  but  fair  to  afford  us  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  the  views  and  facts  on  which  that  advice  had  been 
founded.    He  replied  that  the  report  of  the  commission 
was  not  at  all  in  form,  having  Ifben  drawn  up  hastily;  that 
it  was  a  confidential  paper;  and  that  the  mimster,  not  hav- 
ing yet  bad  an  opportunity  of  reading  it,  could  not  hive 
formed  a  full  estimate  of  these  considerations.    I  did  not 
feel  myself  authorized  to  press  the  request,  nor  did  I,  in- 
deed, consider  it  very  important.     The  manner  of  declin- 
ing it,  however,  led  me  to  believe,  what  I  had  already 
suspected,  that,  however  adverse,  practically,  the  report 
was  to  the  payment  of  our  claims,  it  admitted  principles 
which  ought  to  have  led  to  a  different  conclusion. 

Wishing  to  keep  the  subject  alive  and  in  progress,  if 
possible,  in  the  mind  of  the  minister,  as  well  as  in  that  of 
his  Under-Secretary,  and  believing  that  the  capture  of  Al- 
giers (the  intelligence  of  which  arrived  here  on  the  9th 
instant,  but  too  late  to  be  communicated  to  you  by  the 
packet  of  the  10th)  was  likely  to  give  rise  to  some  ques- 
tions with  foreign  Powers,  and  England  particularly, 
which  would  make  it  the  more  important  to  France  to 
conciliate  the  friendship  of  the  United  States,  I  obtained 
an  interview  with  the  minister  on  the  12th  instant.   With- 
out referring,  in  express  terms,  to  the  Algerine  question, 
I  endeavored  to  intimate  to  him,  with  sufficient  intelligi- 
bility, that  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  might  be- 
come of  very  high  importance  to  France;  that  the  ques- 
tion of  indemnities  for  past  wrongs,  however,  involving 
as  it  did  the  primary  considerations  of  national  honor  and 
justice,  was  now  at  the  root  of  all  the  relations  between 
the  two  countries;  that,  till  that  question  was  settled, 
there  could  be  no  cordial  good  understanding  between 
them;  that,  on  the  contrary,  ff  continued  refiisal  of  France 
to  do  us  justice  must  be  expected  to  lead  to  an  interrup- 
tion, in  some  form  or  other,  of  the  beneficial  relations  yet 
subsisting;  and  that  thus  two  nations  which,  in  their  na- 
tural circumstances  and  position,  had  every  motive  to  cul- 
tivate friendship  with  each  other,  might  become  not  only 
alienated  in  sentiment,  but  hostile  in  fact.     This  appeal, 
Lhough  made  with  all  the  directness  arid  freedom  which 
the  tone  of  respectful  representation  Admitted,  did  not 
}roduce  the  effect  I  had  hoped  from  it  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances.    The  minister,  while  profesiing,  as  usual,  the 
nost  friendly  dispositions  towards  the  United  States,  re- 
curred to  the  position  heretofore  taket  respecting  the 
Louisiana  pretension,  and  said  it  would  be  impossible  for 
^rance  to  pay  the  claims  of  the  United  Slates  for  indem- 
lities,  unless  the  United  States  would  st  the  same  time 
itisfy  her  claim  under  the  Louisiana  treaty. 

I  remarked  that,  after  the  promise  he  aid  made  me  to 
snd  me  the  projet  of  a  treaty,  I  was  not  at  all  prepared 
>r  tliis  inflexible  adherence,  on  his  part,  :o  the  Louisiana 
retension.  He  said  the^  were  now  engaged  in  preparing 
ie  projet  he  had  promised  to  send  me,  bit,  to  be  candid 
'ith  me,  that  projet  would  be  founded  lither  on  an  ex- 
ress  recognition  of  the  Louisiana  cUum,  or  the  substitu- 
on  of  some  other  advantage  of  like  perpetuity.  I  told 
im  that  a  projet  of  that  sort  never  could  be  acceded  to, 
id  could  be  viewed  by  us,  indeed,  in  no  •ther  light  than 
virtual  and  final  refusal  of  our  just  demands.  The  in- 
rviewy  however,  terminated  with  the  understanding  that 
projet  should  be  sent  to  me  as  soon  as  practicable,  that 
mi^ht  be  seen  whether  any  thing  could  be  made  of  it. 


It  was  perfectly  apparent  to  me,  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  conversation,  that  the  mind  of  the  minister  had 
been,  and  was  still  so  occupied  with  other  questions  more 
nearly  afiecting  him,  that  he  had  not  recently  bestowed 
any  attention  on  the  subject  of  our  claims.  I  determined, 
therefore,  to  call  again  on  Baron  Deffandis,  which  I  did 
on  the  14th  instant.  I  told  him  that  the  Prince  de  Polig- 
nac,  in  a  conversation  I  had  had  with  him  two  days  before, 
had  surprised  me  very  much  by  informing  me  that  it  was  in* 
tended,  in  the  projet  of  a  treaty  which  £ey  had  promised 
to  send  me,  still  to  insist  on  a  full  acknowledgment  of  the 
Louisiana  pretension,  or  the  grant,  in  lieu  of  it,  of  some 
privilege  of  equal  duration;  that  I  had  been  induced  to 
hope  that  the  projet  they  had  promised  to  send  me  mi^ht 
be  the  means  of  leading  to  an  adjustment  of  existing  diffi* 
culties;  that  a  projet  of  the  character  mentioned,  however, 
could  have  no  such  effect,  and  would,  indeed,  be  altoge- 
ther illusory;  that,  in  this  state  of  things,  it  became  the 
more  important  to  have  their  projet  as  speedily  as  possi* 
ble,  that  we  might  see  if  it  afforded  any  real  prospect  of  an 
adjustment,  the  object  of  my  Government  being  to  know 
truly  the  final  determination  of  his  Majesty's  Government 
with  regard  to  claims  which  had  now  been  pending  for 
twenty  years.  Baron  Deffandis,  in  reply,  intimated  that 
the  minister  had  been  so  much  occupied  with  other  very 
weighty  matters,  that  be  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  con- 
versant with  all  the  detuls  of  this,  and  promised  me  that, 
within  a  very  few  days  after  the  return  of  Count  Beugnot 
to  Paris,  which  was  now  expected  about  the  25th  of  the 
month,  they  would  send  me  their  projet,  and  added,  that 
he  hoped  it  would  be  the  means  of  an  arrangement. 

The  capture  of  Algfiers,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  is 
likely,  I  think,  to  give  rise  to  questions  which  ought  to 
render  the  Government  of  France  very  desirous  to  secure 
the  friendship  of  the  United  States.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  diplomatic  declarations  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, the  feelings  of  the  French  nation  are  decidedly  in 
favor  of  keeping  their  conquest,  and  founding  a  colonial 
establishment  tiiere.  England  is  very  much  opposed  to 
this  permanent  occupation  by  France,  and  Russia  not  dis- 
posed to  favor  it.  It  is  said,  and  I  believe  truly,  that  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  had  verbally  declared  to  the 
representatives  of  the  European  Powers  supposed  to  be 
principally  interested^  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
France  to  keep  permanent  possesion  of  Algiers  in  the 
event  of  its  conquest.  No  such  declaration,  however, 
was  made  in  writing.  At  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the 
expedition,  a  circuit  was  addressed  to  the  representatives 
of  the  great  Powers,  as  they  are  called — Russia,  Austria, 
Prussia,  and  England — ^informing  them  that,  if  Algiers 
should  be  taken,  its  ulterior  destiny  should  be  made  the 
subject  of  diplomatic  conferences  here,  and  requesting 
them  to  obtain  instructions  from  their  respective  Courts 
with  reference  to  that  contingency.  Further  than  this, 
the  Government  of  France  does  not  probably  consider 
itself  committed  to  foreign  Powers.  In  this  state  of  things, 
I  have  been  glad  to  perceive  that  considerable  anxiety  is 
felt,  in  several  quarters,  to  know  what  will  be  the  views 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject. 
Lord  Stewart,  the  British  ambassador,  has,  in  two  or  three 
conversations  with  me,  discovered  great  solicitude  re- 
specting our  course  of  policy  in  the  question.  Although 
Prince  Polig^nac  has  never  mentioned  the  subject  to  me» 
his  under-secretary.  Baron  Bois  le  Courte,  hainng  charge 
of  what  is  called  the  first  divinon  of  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  has  expressed  a  lively  denre  to  know  the 
views  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
to  it,  and  informed  me  that  a  despatch  had  been  sent  to 
Count  de  Menou,  as  long  ag^  as  March,  instructing  him 
to  make  a  communication  to  you  upon  the  subject.  To 
all  these  inquiries  my  answer  has  been  guarded  and  brieCi 
saying  but  little  more  than  that  I  had  not  yet  receiKd  any 
instructions  from  my  Government  on  the  subject; 
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You  will  perceive  that  my  absence  from  the  Te  Deum 
in  celebration  of  the  taking  of  Algiers,  was  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  newspaper  paragraph  here.  Haying  reason  to 
belieye  that  this  was  the  result  of  a  diplomatic  manoeuvre, 
intended  to  excite  an  unfriendly  feeling  at  court  towards 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  lead  to  a  rejection 
of  our  clums,  and  thereby  produce  a  breach  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  which,  in  the  present  crisis, 
might  be  turned  to  the  account  of  oUier  parties,  I  had  an 
unceremonious  interview  on  the  following  morning^  with 
the  Prince  de  Polignac,  in  which  I  called  his  attention  to 
this  article;  told  him  it  was  equally  unjust  to  my  Giovern- 
ment  and  to  myself;  that  no  person  had  more  sincerely  re. 
joiced  in  the  glorious  success  of  the  French  arms  than  I 
ad  done;  that  the  efforts  so  constantly  employed  by  my 
Government  to  repress  and  chastise  piracy  every  where, 
as  well  as  the  friendly  sentiments  it  had  always  entertained 
towards  his  lAajesty's  Government,  assured  me  that,  both 
for  the  sake  of'^humanity,  and  as  a  glorious  illustration  of 
his  Majesty's  reign,  no  Government  would  more  sincerely 
sympathise  with  his  Majesty  in  the  brilliant  success  of  his 
noble  enterprise  than  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
and  be^^ed  him  to  take  occasion  to  intercept  or  remove 
from  his  Majesty's  mind  the  injurious  impressions  which 
the  statement  in  question  was  calculated  to  make.  He 
received  this  explanation  in  the  most  cordial  manner,  and 
assured  me  that  he  would  take  great  pleasure  in  counter- 
acting a  statement  which  it  ne^ed  no  assurances  to  con- 
vince htm  was  altogpether  unjust.  In  making  this  expla- 
nation, which,  under  existing  circumstances,  seemed  to 
be  a  matter  of  prudence  at  least,  I  took  especial  care  not 
to  go  beyond  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion,  and  observed 
to  the  Prince  that,  in  expreanng  these  sentiments  as  to 
the  bapp^  and  glorious  termination  of  the  expedition,  I 
did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  any  thing  in  re- 
gard to  ulterior  questions,  upon  which  I  had  yet  received 
no  instructions  from  my  Government.  The  real  cause  of 
my  absence  from  the  Te  Deum  was  an  indisposition  which 
confined  me  to  my  bed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day, 
connected  with  a  belief  that  it  was  a  matter  of  entire  in- 
difference whether  I  was  there  or  not— an  opinion  con- 
firmed by  learning  since  that  several  other  members  of  the 
diplomatic  corps  were  also  absent 

You  will  perceive  from  the  accompanying  gazettes  that 
the  new  elections,  which  are  now  nearly  completed, 
leave  no  doubt  of  a  powerful  and  increased  majority 
against  ministers  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  No  indi- 
cation, however,  is  yet  given  of  any  intention  on  their 
part  to  retire. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Hon.  M.  Yak  Bukiit,  Seeretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Btvea  to  Mr,  Fan  Buren. 


[No.  37.] 


Paris,  July  30,  1830. 


Sib:  I  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  addressed 
to  Prince  Polignac  on  the  33d  instant.  Believing  that  a 
disposition  was  really  felt,  from  whatever  cause,  to  culti- 
vate friendly  relations  with  the  United  States,  I  thought 
it  important  to  intimate  to  him,  as  intelligibly  as  I  coiUd, 
that  the  preservation  of  those  relations  must  depend  on  a 
prompt  adjustment  of  the  reclamations  which  had  been 
so  long  pending;  and  that  no  plan  of  adjustment  would 
be  favorably  received,  unless  it  held  out  the  prospect  of 
a  fiur  and  substantial  indemnity,  unclogged  with  excep- 
tionable conditions.  I  have  every  reason  to  think,  not 
only  from  my  late  conversations  with  Baron  Deffandis, 
who  seemed  to  have  the  whole  subject  exclu^vely  in  his 
own  hands,  but  also  from  other  information  on  which  I 
could  rely,  that  a  projet  of  that  character  would  have 
been  sent  to  me,  and  that  a  final  and  satisfactory  adjust- 1 


ment  of  this  disagreeable  subject  would  be  coeip^pted  in 
a  few  weeks;  indeed,  among  those  connected  with  tbc 
ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  question  w  ipoken  of 
as  already  settled. 

But  these  prospects  bare,  for  the  present,  oeaed,  by 
consequence  of  one  of  the  most  wonderful  rmb&ons 
which  have  ever  occurred  in  the  history  oftbefoii  At 
this  moment  the  tri-colorcd  flag  waves  over  the  ptkce  of 
the  TuiUeries,  and  the  city  of  Paris,  after  paannsten^ 
three  days  of  commotion  and  bloodshed,  a  now  is  \ns^ 
under  its  Provisional  Government,  ss  I  hsTeererseenA 
under  the  royal  authority.  The  King,  who,  vith  ill  la 
ministers,  remained  at  St.  Cloud  during  the  troabte 
here,  has,  it  is  said,  abandoned  St.  Cloud,  and  takes  tbe 
route  of  the  Netherlands.  The  whole  of  his  toops  itt 
tiored  at  Paris,  amounting  to  thirty  thousand,  hare,  after 
sustaining  severe  losses  from  the  heroic  and  enthosastic 
onsets  of  the  people,  either  been  driven  out  of  the  crtr, 
or  joined  the  sUndard  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  cause  of  this  sudden  and  wonderful  rCTotatJon  s 
to  be  found  in  certain  ordonnances  of  Ac  Kipgi  wbWi, 
amid  the  prevailing  expectation  of  a  meeta^oftheCiaffl- 
bers  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  announced  tte  tolatKa 
of  the  new  Chamber  of  Deputies,  made  nf»i  cfiw^a 
in  the  system  of  elections,  (depriving  thwe^^'f.^ 
electors  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  •boWui|ttc ««« 
vote,  and  reducing  the  number  of  depiito*«o  4jU  to 
258,)  and  at  the  same  time  ■u«pendedtte  hbeny  « tnc 
preii  and  suppressed  all  the  journals  rf  ^  ^Y^^ 
These  ordonnances  took  the  nation  bj  »7"^  j" 
public  mind  had,  some  time  before,  l>e«  Wr^Z 
rumors  of  unconstitutional   measures  mediUieaDyu. 

ministers;  but  for  several  days  past  th»  «°!^.;^ 
given  way  to  the  decUrations  of  the  niinHterol  gw^-^ 
and  to  the  known  fact  that  the  usual  Otters  had  b^«« 
dressed  to  the  peers  and  deputies,  sOmmon^^^^ 
attend  the  opening  of  the  Chambers  on .«»« jV^ 
August.  These  summonses  were  »«««<U!JSt^ 
of  the  result  of  a  royal  council  held  on  Y^^^Z 


01  tne  result  or  a  royai  councu  "«»"«"  y-.  ^thcr 
21st  instant;  but  on  Sunday,  the  25th  ^^f^ 


mmed  to  dissolve  the  new  cnamucr  w  m^^       ^^^ 
adopt  the  extra-legal  measures  embraced  m  i" 

nances.  MMky,  ^ 

The  ordonnances  were  promulgsted  on  J"  /^, 

26th  instant,  and  immedUtely  produced  a  l)»K»«^.jjg 

tipn  through  the  whole  P<>rtS"  1,^^^^ 
disorder,  however,  occurred  on  tnat  aa>,  *  .^^f  soaie 
tion  of  a  little  commotion  in  front  of  the  noi^^ 
of  the  ministers,  and  a  transient  tumult  at  tne  r  .^  ^ 
al.  On  Tuesday,  the  assemblages  of  tne  P^^j^j,ii>g 
streets  were  increased  by  large  •*^^^°"*iQ-n,ent  t>J  ^^ 
classes,  who  had  been  thrown  out  of  ^""tt^^.  ^tcx  ^ 
suppressions  of  the  journals,  or  other  en  ^^\;s^ 
indirect,  of  the  ordonnances.  The  ""'^'■^^4  peasttfce* 
to  disperse  then,  encountered  a  very  yJ"J^  ^^  «xl 
and  several  eneagements  took  place  bctw 


.ng  Marshal  Mamiont,  i.m«^  wi-.^ »     . 

the  troops.     In  the  mean  time,  the  people  -^^  ^^^ 

tended  their  preparations-  and  ^n^^"^*^;.!,  bid  ^f^ 
Many  members  of  the  National  Guard,  ww^-^j)^ 


acDooi,  ine  scrooi  01  jneaicinc,  »•»«  —  .     ^^ 
united  themsehes  with  enthusiasm  to  mc  ^j. 

people.  They  took  possession  of  onc.*'^^  ^  oM^ 
pots  of  arms,  aid,  adding  to  that  wPP'y  ;"^  ^)M  ^ 
detachments  of  the  Royal  Guard,  ^^^"*^7/boi«i  ^^^ 
various  posts  throughout  the  city,  tbcy  »» 
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selves  well  furnished  with  the  means  of  attack  as  well  as 
defence.  To  prevent  the  advance  or  to  cut  off  the  re- 
treat of  the  troops,  they  barricaded  the  streets  and  the 
Boulevards  with  carriag^es,  or  by  tearing  up  the  stones  of 
the  pavement,  or  cutting  down  the  trees  on  the  margin 
of  the  public  walks. 

Thus  prepared  on  both  sides,  the  contest  on  Wednes- 
day assumed  a  more  serious  and  sanguinary  character. 
There  were  severe  and  prolonged  engagements  at  vari- 
ous points  in  the  city:  at  the  porte  St.  Denis,  at  the 
porte  St.  Martin,  at  Uie  Pont-neuf,  and  at  the  Place  de 
Grieve.  The  possession  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  standing 
on  the  margin  of  the  Place  de  Grieve,  was  the  object  of 
\  most  obstinate  conflict,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was 
several  times  taken  and  retaken,  but  finally  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  people,  who,  before  night,  raused  the 
tri-colored  flag  upon  its  steeple.  During  the  night  par- 
tial rencontres  took  place  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and 
the  discharge  of  cannon  and  musketry  was  heard  at  in- 
tervals through  the  whole  course  of  the  night. 

On  Thursday  the  people  made  vigorous  assaults  on  the 
Louvre  and  the  Tuilleries,  to  which  the  military,  having 
been  beaten  and  driven  back  in  all  the  previous  engage- 
nents,  had  retired:  both  were  finally  carried,  and  the  rem- 
lant  of  the  military  force,  thus  driven  from  their  last  hold 
n  the  city,  retired  beyond  the  walls.  At  two  o'clock  the 
viiole  contest  was  ended,  and  the  tri-colored  flag  floated 
peacefully  over  the  domes  of  the  palaces:  since  then  not 

I  gun  has  been  fired  in  the  city,  but  in  token  of  the  public 
oy.  In  the  proness  of  the  contest,  several  detachments 
»f  the  miUtairy  force,  from  the  impulse  of  patriotic  feei- 
ng, passed  over  to  the  side  of  the  people. 

Yesterday,  a  provisional  civil  Government  was  organiz- 
ed, with  the  general  assent  of  the  people,  by  the  deputies 
vho  found  themselves  in  Paris;  it  is  composed  of  Mes- 
ieurs  Lafitte,  Casimir  Perrier,  Odier,  and  three  or  four 
ithers.  The  National  Guard  has  been  re-established,  and 
iencral  Lafayette,  as  in  1789,  again  placed  at  the  head  of 
General  Geruxi  is  named  commander  of  the  troops 
f  tine  line  who  have  joined  the  popular  cause. 

It  is  understood  that  tlie  Chamber  of  Deputies  will  meet 

II  tlie  3d  of  August,  the  day  originally  fixed  by  the  King 
3r  the  meeting  of  the  Chambers;  till  then  it  is  probable 
Uat  no  definite  measures  will  be  taken  as  to  the  political 
rganization  of  the  country.  Every  thing  at  present  in- 
iicates  that  the  Bourbons  will  no  longer  reign;  the  most 
irobable  supposition  is,  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  will  be 
ailed  to  the  throne. 

No  news  has  been  yet  received  from  the  departments  as 
o  the  eflect  produced  there  by  the  events  which  have 
ccurred  in  the  capital;  but  there  seems  to  be  no  reason 
[>  doubt  that  the  national  sentiment  will  second  what  has 
ecu  done  here.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  outrage 
erpetrated  by  the  people  in  this  agitating  crisis.  Their 
onduct  has  been  marked  throughout  by  the  calm  but  en- 
lusia^tlc  devotion  of  men  contending  for  their  rights  in 
le  exalted  spirit  of  freedom.  Indeed,  nothing  could 
lore  strikingly  mark  the  wonderful  advances  made  by 
lis  people  in  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  free  institu- 
ons,  than  their  noble  conduct  on  the  present  occasion 
Dntrasted  with  the  excesses  of  their  first  revolutionary 
onvulsion. 

I  write  in  haste,  and  with  the  uncertainty  of  this  letter 
caching  you  by  the  packet  of  the  first  of  next  month,  for 
Iiich  it  is  intended,  as  all  the  public  communications  have 
een  much  interrupted,  but  the  importance  of  the  events 
»  which  it  relates,  induces  me  to  profit  of  whatever 
tiance  there  may  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  UIVES. 

Hon.  M.  Yak  Buhsk^  Secretary  of  Stale. 

Vol.  TX.—Ll 


Pabis,  July  23,  1830. 

MoifsixuK  Lx  pBivcE!  The  question  which  has  been  so 
long  pending  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  tliat  of  his  Majesty,  has,  at  this  time,  so  import- 
ant a  bearing  on  the  general  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, that  your  excellency  will  excuse  me  for  again  earn* 
estly  involung  your  attention  to  it  with  a  view  to  a  defini- 
tive result.  So  long  as  this  question  shall  remain  unsettled, 
involving  as  it  does  considerations  of  the  deepest  interest 
to  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  American  nation,  it  cannot 
fail  to  obstruct  that  mutual  good  understanding  which  it  is 
believed  to  be  the  interest  of  both  Governments,  as  it  is 
certainly  the  sincere  wish  of  that  of  the  United  States,  to 
cultivate  and  preserve. 

As  your  excellency  has  promised  to  send  me  the  pro- 
jet  of  an  arrangement,  in  the  view  of  terminating  this  un- 
pleasant discussion,  and  as  the  prospect  of  a  satisfactory 
termination  must  depend  on  the  character  of  that  proje^ 
1  trust  your  excellency  will  enable  me,  by  a  prompt  com- 
munication of  it,  to  judpe  how  fiir  my  Government  may 
indulge  the  hope  of  seemg  its  ancient  friendly  relations 
with  his  Majesty's  Government  re-established  and  con* 
firmed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  distinguished 
consideration,  your  excellency's  roost  humble  and  most 
obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

H.  E.  the  Pbihce  be  PoueirAr, 

Minister,  Setrdarv  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaire^ 

and  President  of  tie  CouneU  of  Ministers, 

Mr,  Bives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
[No.  38.]  Pabis,  Jkigust  8,  1830. 

Sib:  A  declaration  was  yesterday  adopted  by  the  Cham- 
ber of  Deputies,  almost  unanimously,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Chamber  of  Peers,  calling  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  the 
throne.  The  declaration  contains,  at  the  same  time,  some 
very  important  modifications  of  the  charter,  and  stipula- 
tions for  certain  organic  laws,  which  have  been  long  de- 
manded by  the  wishes  of  the  nation.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  will  heartily  assent  to 
these  conditions,  and  will  immediately  ascend  the  throne 
as  King  of  the  French,  which,  you  will  perceive,  is  the 
new  title  to  be  borne  b^  the  monarch. 

The  late  King  and  his  fiimily,  attended  by  three  com- 
missioners of  the  Provisional  Government  as  a  safeguard, 
are  now  on  their  route  to  Cherbourg,  whence  they  will 
embark  for  some  foreign  country,  most  probably  Scot- 
land. After  leaving  St.  Cloud,  he  went  to  Rambouillet, 
with  about  1,500  troops.  He  and  the  Dauphin  there  sig^n- 
ed  an  abdication  in  favor  of  the  Duke  of  Bordeaux,  (the 
infant  g^ndson  of  Charles  X,)  which  was  sent  to  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  already  declared  Lieutenant  General  of 
the  Kingdom,  with  an  intimation,  wearing  the  aspect  of  a 
royal  order,  that  he  should  immediately  take  measures 
for  proclaiming  the  Duke  of  Bordeaux  King,  under  the 
name  of  Henry  V.  Exorbitant  pretensions  were  at  the 
same  time  advanced  in  regard  to  pecuniary  allowances 
for  himself  and  his  household.  Demands  so  unsuitable  to 
the  character  of  a  dethroned  monarch,  kindled  a  univer- 
sal flame  of  indignation  in  Paris  as  soon  as  the  fact  was 
known;  and,  in  a  few  hours,  thirty  or  fortv  thousand  men 
under  arms  were  on  their  march  to  Rambouillet  for  the 
purpose  of  driving  this  infatuated  man  and  the  remnant  of 
his  followers  out  of  the  kingdom.  Admonished  of  the  * 
approach  of  this  formidable  and  enrag^  force,  he  imme- 
diately left  Rambouillet  under  the  safe  conduct  of  the 
commissioners  sent  by  the  Provisional  Government  to  give 
him  protection.  The  national  troops  returned  to  Paris; 
and  perfect  tranquillity  has  prevailed  ever  since,  and 
will  be  more  and  more  confirmed  by  the  new  order  of 
things. 
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Two  of  the  late  minion,  Peyronnet  and  Chantilauze, 
have  been  arrested,  and  will  be  tried  for  hi^h  treason. 
The  rest  of  them  have  made  their  escape.  Pnnce  Polig^- 
nac,  it  is  said,  is  at  Brussels. 

The  reappearance  of  the  journals,  filled  as  they  are 
with  ample  accounts  of  every  thing  that  has  passed  here, 
renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  occupy  your  time  witli 
further  details  of  what  you  will  see  so  fully  stated  in  them. 

I  enclose  copies  of  two  letters  received  from  Marshal 
Jourdan,  the  Provisional  Commissioner  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, and  my  answers  to  them.  The  principles  upon 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  always 
acted  in  its  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  in  regard  to 
changes  of  their  internal  organization,  and  my  perfect 
conviction  that  the  change  which  had  taken  place  here 
was  a  permanent  one,  left  me  without  any  he«tation  as  to 
the  course  I  should  adopt;  which,  I  have  been  since  pleas- 
ed to  find,  corresponds  with  that  pursued  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford under  simiUr  circumstances.  It  will,  of  course,  be 
necessary  that  I  should  be  furnished  with  a  new  letter  of 
credence.  It  is  desirable  that  these  letters  should  be  sent 
as  speedily  as  possible,  as  nothing  can  be  concluded,  even 
if  1  should  be  able  to  enter  into  negotiation,  without  that 
formality. 

In  regard  to  the  probable  dispositions  of  the  new  Go- 
vernment on  the  subject  of  our  claims,  I  have  seen  no  rea- 
son to  change  tlie  opinion  which  I  expressed  to  you  in  a 
private  letter  some  time  ago.  It  is  an  unquestionable 
fact,  strange  as  it  may  appear  at  first  sight,  that  the 
liberal  party,  who  will  now  come  into  power,  have  been, 
heretofore,  much  more  opposed  to  our  clums  than  the 
royalista.  A  solution  of  this  phenomenon  must  be  found 
in  the  circumstance  that  the  liberals,  from  their  popu- 
lar attachments  and  connexions,  have  more  sympathy 
for  the  public  purse,  while,  from  their  former  connex- 
ions with  the  imperial  authority,  they  are  less  inclin- 
ed to  admit  the  iniquitous  character  of  the  acts  for 
which  we  demand  indemnity.  This  latter  consideration, 
as  well  as  the  great  principle  of  national  sovereignty  es- 
tablished by  the  revolution  which  has  iust  taken  place, 
will,  in  all  probability,  prevent  them  from  recurring  to 
the  ground  of  irresponsibility  for  the  acts  of  preceding  Go- 
vernments. What  has  been  done,  too,  under  the  late 
ministry,  must  have  some  effect.  Great  reluctance,  how- 
ever, will  be  undoubtedly  felt  to  pay  our  demands,  and 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  reduce  the  amount  by  ex- 
cepting to  particular  classes  of  claims.  That  the  matter 
was  not  consummated  with  the  late  ministry,  with  whom 
it  had  been  brought  into  a  favorable  train  for  speedy  ad- 
justment when  they  were  driven  from  the  stage,  was  (I 
hope  the  President  will  be  satisfied)  owing  to  no  want  of 
strenuous  and  persevering  efforts  on  my  part,  to  the  last 
moment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


Mohsixuh;  I  have  had  the  honor  to  wast  your  ex- 
cellency's communication,  announcing  to  me  tb&tH.  R. 
H.  Mge.  le  Due  d'Orleans  bad,  by  hts  ordliMce  of  tbe 
3d  of  this  month,  charged  your  excellency  fitfat^De* 
partment  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

It  is  a  source  of  sincere  congratulation  to  me  to bt  thus 
brought  into  relations  with  a  character  so  weDbnnby 
his  illustrious  career;  and  I  beg  jour  exceDencjtobeu- 
sured  that  I  shall  be  most  happy,  at  all  timet,  toumttir 
efforts  with  those  of  your  excellency  for  coDSoTidatirglk 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  couDtiies,  vhidiitis 
so  much  the  wish  of  my  Government  to  presem  ud 
extend. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  ihc  asBurances,  it 

W.  C.  BIYES. 

H.  E.  Ml.  Joukdak,  &c.  &c.  &c* 

[tha^slatiok.] 

PAmi8,it^4,l8jO. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yoy  copies  of  an  icl 
which  Monseigneur  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  lieuteMatCfiJ- 
cral  of  the  Kingdom,  wgned  on  the  Slst  of  Jub,«d« 
the  discourse  which  H.  R.  H.  pronounced  ob  (lie^of 
August,  at  the  opening  of  the  Cbamben. 

This  communication  was  due  to  tlicniiai<o'««P<w^ 
with  which  France  is  so  happily  united  by  «?^ 
good  undersUnding  and  friendship*  aadit»jnthp»- 


as  it  inspires  in  all  wise  and  enlightened  men. 

Accept  the  assurances,  &c.  &c.  ,«„„«iv 

ML  J01W)A> 

Mr.  Rivxs,  Sec.  &c.  Sec. 


Hon.  Maktik  Yav  Burbit, 

Seardary  of  StcUe, 


W.  C.  RIVES. 


[tkakslatiow.] 

Paris^  Jugtui  4,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  that  fl.  R. 
H.  Monseigneur  the  Duke  of  Orleans  has  named  me,  by 
his  ordinance  of  the  3d  of  this  month.  Provisional  Com- 
missioner of  Foreign  Affairs. 

I  congratulate  myself  very  much,  sir,  upon  being  thus 
placed  m  a  situation  to  hold  direct  intercourse  with  you, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  be  able  to  concur  with  you  in  con- 
solidating the  friendly  relations  which  so  happily  exist  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  high  consideration.  Sec. 

MC.  JOURDAN. 
Mr.  Rivas,  Sec.  Sec.  &c. 


PAmM,i«^5,1850. 

.Moksieur:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  r^'j^^ 
m'unication  which  your  excellency  did  me  ^^y*J^^,^j 
dress  to  me,  enclosing  copies  of  an  act  signed  IM  jJ 
July  bv  Mge.  le  Due  d'Orleans,  Lieutenant  Gcoeniw^ 
Kingdom,  and  of  the  discourse  pronounced  by  H  ^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  Chambers.  .i  ^ 

In  expressing  my  acknowledgments  to  your  tf«W 

for  the  rery  flattering  manner  in  which  yoa  "^^^^ 
pleased  to  communicate  these  »mpo'**'*^^**'fI|lji,ith 
leave  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the  deep  »"^Y,ni(i 
which  they  will  be  received  by  my  Govemfflenu '"V 
the  lively  satisfaction  with  which  it  will  see,  m  ««« 
ampled  virtues  displayed  by  France  to  the  »d»«J» 
the  whole  world,  in  the  late  pcrHous  and  agitating  ^j^j^ 
a  certain  presage  of  the  tranquil  and  happy  w""' 
awaits  her.  ^  ^c. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  the  assttranc^ 

Sec.  Sec.  Sec.  „  nivr^ 

WM.  C.  Bl^^^- 

H.  E.  Ml.  JouRDAir,  Sec.  Sec.  Sec  &c. 


3fr.  Ilivet  to  Mr,  Van  Bwnn. 

[No.  40.]  r^»"' '^'^      ^ced- 

Sir:  My  last  despatch  informed  r**"  *^ V^thlch tlif r 
ings  of  the  Chambers  on  the  nh  instant,  pX  ;"' ..^•. 


called  the  Duke  of  Orleans  to  the  throne 


the  mw*^: 


cepted,  «♦  without  restriction  or  reserve,  ."";  ^^p«J 
tions  of  the  charter,  and  all  the  other  c^"*^  ^Jpti,  In- 
in  the  declaration  of  the  Chambers,  ami,  on  \:^^ 
stant,  took  the  oath  to  observe  thcro,  ^^^J^Ufi^ 
both  Chambers.  He  reigns  under  the  nan» 
Philippe.  jvtfthethronc, 

The  Kin^,  in  one  or  two  days  af\er  ascending «|^,^^j^y 
made  defimtive  appointments  of  his  ministers. 
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of  the  provisional  appointments  were  continued — Dapont 
de  I'Eure,  as  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  and  Guizot  as  Minister 
of  the  Interior.  Baron  Louis  (the  same  who,  as  Minister 
of  Finance,  in  1819,  addressed  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Parish, 
which  isamongf  the  documents  communicated  to  Congress 
on  the  subject  of  the  claims)  is  again  Minister  of  Finance; 
Comte  Mol^  is  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs;  General  Se- 
bastiani.  Minister  of  the  Marine;  General  cierard.  Minis- 
ter of  War;  and  the  Due  de  Broglie,  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction.  A  majority  of  these  ministers  were  the  friends 
of  Napoleon,  enjoyed  his  confidence,  and  held  employ- 
ments, of  one  kind  or  another,  under  him.  All  of  them 
have  been,  more  or  less,  in  opposition  to  the  late  Govern- 
ment; they  are  all  members  or  the  one  or  other  Chamber 
— the  Due  de  Broglie  and  Comte  Mol^  of  the  Chamber 
of  Peers,  and  the  others  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies. 
They  are  all  men  of  talents,  and  men  of  business. 

Comte  Mol^,  with  whom  I  shall  have  more  direct  rela- 
tions than  with  the  rest  of  tlie  ministers,  is  said  to  possess 
^reat  energy  of  mind  and  character,  and  very  extensive 
information,  though  he  has  never  been  practically  con- 
nected with  foreign  affura.  Under  the  Emperor,  he  held, 
successively,  the  posts  of  Director  General  of  Roads  and 
Bridges,  and  of  Minister  of  Justice;  and,  under  Louis 
XVIII,  for  a  short  time,  that  of  Minister  of  the  Marine; 
but  he  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  connected  with  the  De> 
partment  of  Foreign  Affairs.  1  have  received  two  com- 
munications from  him,  which,  with  my  answers,  are  en- 
closed, together  with  a  note  previously  received  from  the 
provisional  minister,  Marshal  Jourdan,  and  my  answer. 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  yet  of  knowing  the  particu- 
lar dispositions  of  the  new  Government  in  regard  to  our 
claims.  I  called,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  Foreign  Office 
to  pay  my  respects  to  Comte  Mold,  but  be  was  not  there. 
He  has  been  very  much  occupied  with  reorganizing  his 
department,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  continue  to  be 
very  much  occupied  with  that  and  the  preliminary  com- 
munications with  the  neighboring  Powers,  arising  from 
the  change  of  Government  here,  for  some  time  to  come. 
I  had  the  honor  to  dine  with  the  King  the  day  before 
yesterday.  He  received  me  with  great  cordiality — ex- 
pressed, in  warm  terms,  the  friendly  interest  with  which 
the  visit  he  made  to  the  United  States,  tliirty  years  ago, 
had  inspired  him;  assured  me  that,  as  King,  he  would 
preserve  the  sentiments  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  that 
every  effort  should  be  made,  on  his  part,  to  settle  the  dif- 
ferences, if  differences  they  might  be  called,  between  the 
two  countries,  and  desired  me  to  communicate  his  senti- 
ments to  the  President. 

The  King,  I  have  no  doubt,  entertains  a  sincere  desire 
to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  United 
States,  and  the  same  desire  is,.  I  believe,  shared  by  alibis 
ministers.  The  considerations,  however,,  alluded  to  in 
my  last  despatch,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  economy  which 
so  strongly  marks  the  first  movements  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment, and  will,  doubtless,  continue  to  actuate  it,  ought  to 
prepare  the  claimants  for  the  utmost  allowable  reduction 
of  the  amount  of  the  indemnities  which  will  be  paid. 

It  is  hardly  probable,  1  think,  that  I  shall  be  able,  with 
propriety  or  prudence,  to  renew  my  communications  on 
this  subject  with  the  new  Government  till  my  letter  of  cre- 
dence has  been  received.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable  that 
the  letter  of  credence  should  be  sent  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible, together  with  any  additional  instructions  whidi  the 
occasion  may  suggest.  It  is  to  be  expected  thint  the  ne- 
gotiation will  now  take  a  new  turn,  and  tliat  a  proposition 
will  be  made  for  a  transaction  en  bloc,  fiir  short,  however, 
of  the  full  amount  of  the  claims.  In  that  case,  what  is  to 
be  done  with  those  claims  (the  Grades',  for  example) 
which  have  been  committed  to  me  as  standing  upon  special 
and  distinct  grounds,  and  more  free  from  exception  than 
the  mass  of  tiie  claims?  Can  they,  with  the  rest,  be  sub- 
jected to  a  pro  rota  abatement?  1  should  be  very  glad  to 


be  favored  with  your  views  upon  this  subject,  as  well  as 
the  other  questions  arising  out  of  the  past  course  or  pre- 
sent state  of  the  negotiation,  upon  which  I  have  not  been 
heretofore  instructed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 
Hon.  M.  Vait  BviiBiir, 

Secretary  of  State* 


Mr,  Rives  to  Mr,  Vim  Buren. 
[No.  43.]  Paris,  September  8,  1830. 

Sir:  The  sickness  of  Mr.  Harper,  about  the  time  of 
the  sailing  of  the  last  packet,  prevented  me  from  sending 
you,  then,  the  enclosed  copies  of  notes  addressed  by  me 
to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Minister  of  Finance, 
on  the  tobacco  question,  and  of  their  answers,  as  it  did 
also  the  regular  transmission  of  the  duplicates  of  former 
despatches,  and  of  the  journals.  Although  I  had  heard, 
as  I  informed  you  in  my  supplemental  despatch  of  the 
19(ii  ultimo,  that  the  Minister  of  Finance  had  pronounced 
his  decision  in  favor  of  the  proposed  change,  yet,  as  no- 
thing of  an  irrevocable  nature  had  yet  been  done,  I  thought 
it  expedient  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  to  the 
subject.  At  the  same  time,  as  the  question  was  of  a  pe- 
culiar character,  appertaining  rather  to  their  system  of 
internal  economy  than  to  that  of  ordinary  diplomatic  rela- 
tion^ I  did  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  press  it  further 
than  by  asking  a  candid  consideration  of  tlie  views  I  had 
presented  in  my  communication  to  the  late  Minister  of 
Finance. 

On  the  subject  of  the  claims,  I  have  not  yet  had  any  di- 
rect communication  with  the  new  minister.  I  have  called 
once  or  twice  at  the  Foreign  Office  to  see  him,  but  have 
not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  him.  I  thought  it  would 
be  premature  and  impolitic,  occupied  as  the  new  Govern- 
ment has  been  with  its  own  reorganization,  and  being  my- 
self as  yet  unaccredited,  regularly,  to  press  the  subject  in 
any  formal  communication.  I  have,  however,  availed  my- 
self of  the  intermediary  channels  existing  in  the  friendly- 
dispositions  of and  ,  to  awaken  the 

mind  of  the  minister  to  a  proper  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. This  has  certainly  been  done  by  them  in  a  very 
friendly  spirit;  but  every  thing  which  has  yet  transpired 
affords  a  confirmation  of  the  views  I  have  heretofore  ex- 
pressed to  you  with  regard  to  the  probable  temper  of  the 
new  Government  on  this  question.  The  principle  of  re- 
sponsibility they  seem  ready  to  admits  as,  indeed,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  contest  it,  without  attacking  the  vital 
principle  of  their  own  existence.  The  late  rulers  of 
France,  claiming  by  a  tenure  of  legitimacy  independent 
of,  and  paramount,  as  they  conceived,  to  the  national  will, 
might,  with  some  face  of  plausibility  at  least,  deny  their 
responsibility  for  the  acts  of  preceding  Governments  of  a 
revolutionary  origin.  But  the  present  Government  of 
France,  having  nothing  to  stand  upon  but  the  principle  of 
sovereignty  in  a  nation,  must,  of  necessity,  admit  its  re- 
sponsibility for  all  acts  which  attached  to  the  nation,  or, 
in  other  words,  for  the  acts  of  all  preceding  Governments, 
for  all  of  them  were  created,  or  acquiesced  in,  by  the  na- 
tion. While,  therefore,  they  are  compelled  to  admit  the 
principle  of  responsibility,  a  reluctance,  or  a  fear  to  touch 
the  purse  of  the  nation,  disposes  them  to  dispute  the  con- 
sequences of  its  application,  by  every  sort  of  pretext. 

I  yesterday  haa  a  conversation  with at  the 

Foreign  Office,  on  his  own  invitation,  which  furnished  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  new 
Government.  He  told  me  that  he  had,  several  times, 
conversed  with  Count  Mole  on  the  subject  of  our  claims; 
that  the  minister  was  anxious  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly 
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relations  with  the  United  States,  and  that  his  dispositions 
personally,  on  the  subject  of  our  claims,  were  favorable; 
that  the  principle  of  responsibility  he  was  ready  to  admit;' 
but  that,  popular  as  our  nation  was  in  France,  our  claims 
were  not  so;  that  a  minister  would  incur  rreat  responsi- 
bility in  a  settlement  of  them;  that  Count  M0I6  had  thought 
of  the  organization  of  another  commisuon,  consisting  of 
members  of  the  two  Chambers,  to  consider  and  examine 
the  subject,  and  had  sug^sted  it  in  a  late  council  of  min- 
isters, but,  from  a  difference  of  opinion  even  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  our  claims,  as  I  understood  him,  the  suggestion 
was  not  adopted;  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
prospect  of  an  adjustment  would  depend  on  a  material  re- 
duction of  the  extent  of  our  demands,  and  that,  in  the  am- 
plitude we  had  given  them,  their  admission  would  be  im- 
possible. 

I  stated  to — ^  that  I  regretted  exceedingly  to  hear 

what  he  had  just  communicated  to  me;  that  I  had  hoped 
that  the  new  Government  of  France  would  have  been  ani- 
mated with  more  liberal  views;  that  the  admisnon  of  the 
principle  of  responsibility,  (a  principle  which  the  late 
events  in  France  rendered  it  impossible  to  deny,)  while 
its  application  was  disputed,  would  be  of  very  little  avail; 
that,  in  private  transactions,  an  individual  who  should  ad- 
mit that  he  was  indebted  to  another,  but  disputed  every 
item  of  the  account,  would  oppose  as  great  obstacles  to 
the  demands  of  justice,  as  one  who  roundly  denied  that 
he  was  indebted  at  all;  that  such  a  course  on  the  part  of 
France,  with  regard  to  our  claims,  while  it  seemed  to  mc 
alike  unsuitable  to  the  character  of  the  question,  of  the 
parties,  and  of  the  hij^h  interests  involved,  would  only 
serve  to  increase  the  feelings  of  irritation  and  dissatisfac- 
tion for  which  too  much  occasion  had  been  already  afibrd- 
ed;  that  we  asked  nothing  but  justice  in  the  redress  of 
undeniable  wrongs;  that,  as  the  wrongs  had  been  great, 
the  measure  of  redress  ou^ht  to  bear  some  fair  proportion 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  injury;  that,  with  regard  to  the 
amount  of  our  claims,  if  France  sought  a  reduction  of  them, 
it  was  incumbent  upon  her  to  say  frankly  what  ^e  was 
wiUing  to  pay,  and  if  her  offer  approximated  to  justice,  it 
would  certainly  be  considered,  with  every  proper  feeling, 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  that  considera- 
tions, however,  of  much  higher  importance  than  money, 
connected  with  the  general  relations  of  the  two  countries, 
were  involved  in  the  adjustment  of  this  question;  and  in 
enforcement  of  this  view,  I  took  occasion  to  mention 
(upon  the  faith  of  indirect  information  of  the  successful 
issue  of  Mr.  McLane's  negotiation)  that  Great  Britain, 
setting  a  much  higher  value  on  the  friendship  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  than  France  seems  to  do,  bad,  in  a  case  involv- 
ing  no  demand  upon  her  justice,  and  even  at  tlie  expense 
of  the  interests  of  a  larpe  portion  of  her  own  subjects,  just 
setUed  the  onljf  question  we  had  with  her,  in  a  spirit  of 
liberal  conciliation,  and  with  the  enlightened  policy  of 
drawing  closer  her  friendly  relations  with  us. 

This  IS  but  a  brief  and  general  outline  of  the  conversa- 
tion with  — — .  It  being  frequently  interrupted  by  the 
calls  of  other  persons,  and  abruptly  terminated,  at  last,  by 
the  entrance  of  Mr.  Kayneval,  the  ambassador  of  France 
at  Vienna,  I  was  not  able  to  give  it  all  the  development, 
or  to  pursue  it  to  the  extent  I  wished .  The  sketch  I  have 
given  you  will  serve  to  show  the  spirit  which  actuates  the 
new  Government  on  this  subject,  and  the  difficulties  we 
are  yet  to  encounter  in  its  adjustment— difficulties  which 
can  be  overcome  only  by  the  continued  manifestation  of  a 
firm  and  determined  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. took  occasion  several 

times,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  to  say  that  his 
communication  with  me  was  without  the  knowledge  or 
authority  of  the  minister,  and  suggested  only  by  his  friend- 
ly sentiments  for  me  and  my  Government.  From  the 
situation,  however,  which  he  occupies,  it  is  impossible  to 
consider  his  conversation  as  entirely  unofficial.    I  have 


thought  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  I  aifii^  vitboot 
impropriety  or  impnidence«  have  tome  canenttioB  wnk 
the  minister  himself  on  this  subject,  and  I breiceord- 
ingly  addressed  a  note  to  llilnt(Hla78oBc^lninte^ 
view. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  joQmakacconpanaj^thii 
despatch,  tliat  there  have  been  receatlj  nne  dniniB 
Paris,  (but  no  violence,)  arismgfromaaoditintfiM. 
chanics,  complaining  of  various  griennoes,  nmcTaiad 
some  imaginary,  connected  with  their  lermlbmi^cf 
industry.  The  Government  has  w'liely  fdt  the  ikqi^ 
of  acting  with  moderation  and  a  certain  degrte  of  tnder- 
ness  towards  these  classes,  whose  poverudpatnodH 
were  so  conspicuously  exerted  in  the  hte  reniitni 
Measures  have  been  taken,  which,  bj  the  itgolir  mi 
peaceful  action  of  the  chril  aotbonty  ilooejpwMt,!! 
due  time,  an  entire  suppression  of  theiediioiden,iyd 
have  indeed  already  ceased  to  present  say  ippetnnetof 
serious  commotion.  Disorders  of  a  ■milar  daneter  bit 
occurred  in  some  of  the  departments;  indilNiiio.fcf 
a  day  or  two,  a  sort  of  religious  war  bctweeatbe  C^ 
lies  and  ProtestanU  n^ed  among  its  inhabiM  ofic» 
racter  much  more  alarming,  and  attended  with  cobkjw- 
ces  more  faUl.  All  these  d'lsorden,  liowefer,  hiffKOj 
or  are  beginning  to  be,  guieted;  and  wh^tew  ■;*««« 
hopes  or  machinations  of  discontented  spirit*l«»«»K 
in  the  present  state  of  France  which  thmW  of ««» 
reaction  against  the  existing  order  of  4^  ^5^* 
here  are  turned  with  anxiety  on  the  tr«to« WguB. 
which,  if  not  speedily  composed,  may  becone  te  P^ 
of  a  general  war  in  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reject, 
Your  moat  obedient  and  most  humble  lemni, 

W.  C.  M\b- 

To  the  Hon.  H.  Vak  Bukkk, 

SeertUtry  of  State. 


Mr.  Bives  to  3B:  Fan  Bvm. 
[No.  4^.  ]  Paris,  SqiUnif  18,  l«33. 

Sia:  To  my  note  of  the  8th  instant.  ioBdtinf  !»«*[• 
view  with  Count  Mol^,  the  Minister  for  ^JTA"^. 
I  received  his  answer  the  8ameeteninjr,BJTnfWDc. 

rooming  fpr  the  interview.  I  was  w^f^'^^'Tjrf 
great  politeness,  and,  af^er  some  V^«^^^Tiht 
little  importance,  I  proceeded  ^^^"^^Sd 
subject  of  our  claims.  I  <>*>"^"^5^!*  jf^L^ifthc 
now  become  a  most  important  P^'"^™"*T?IJ.\Mtt. 
two  countries;  that  the  character  and exU»wjJ^^ 

ries  we  had  sustained,  and  the  long  dehy  ^"  ,..,^  y 
pretexte)  of  the  redress  to  which  «*ew?!r7-t^e 
very  naturally  excited  a  high  degrecof  senw*^  . 
United  States;  that  it  was  important  to  thcf^^jLj, 
intcreste  of  both  countries  that  so  unpltfaw»^j,^| 
should  be  terminated  as  »P««dilya9P«»r;rV  ,5> 
hoped  his  earnest  and  early  attention  would  be  r. 
He  replied  that  his  attention  had  bce«al«»^*^^^ 
to  it;  that  he  sincerely  desired  »tsadjustmet»ur  ^^ 
honorable  principles,  and  to  cement  by  sH  »^  ^^ 
the  friendship  between  tlic  two  Go'«""^"^^w.!ij: 
the  late  events  in  France  had  furnished  w*  ""P^^,,. 
there  were  two  distinct  «..-«f.ons  connected  *]  ^^ 


claims^first,  the  princi 

amount  due;  that  though- . 

nity  of  knowing  the  sentiments  of  his  ^J^.'^'if 
ment  on  the  subject,  he  thought  the  pnncipi^  ^^ 
admitted,  but  that  the  amount  was  a  ^«»75^^'i*! 
tion,  depending  on  a  great  variety  of  coiwdc  ^^^ 
requiring  minute  and  deUiled  examiwhon;  w»^ 
lieved  our  claims  would  encounter  much  **'vj7;> 
with  the  Government,  (meaning  the  J^"*f  *'%c(tlif 
ters,)  than  with  the  Chambers;  that  he  n^^^cci^ 
organization  of  a  commission  to  examine  the  su  j 
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isting  of  members  of  both  Chambers,  as  the  best  means  of 
reparinf  those  bodies  for  an  ultimate  decision;  and  that 
e  should  submit  the  proposition,  at  an  early  day,  to  the 
ouncil. 

I  remarked  to  him,  that  an  ex  parte  commission  of  the 
ind  he  suji^gested  was  attended  with  many  inconyenien- 
es,  and,  irom  the  very  nature  of  its  constitution,  was  ex- 
posed to  the  bias  of  one-sided  and  too  narrow  views,  and 
hat,  whateyer  might  be  its  opinion,  our  rights  could  not, 
f  course,  be  concluded  by  it;  that  I  thought  it  would  be 
better  plan  for  him,  as  the  appropriate  organ  of  the 
orejg^  relations  of  the  country,  to  proceed  at  once  to  ex- 
mine  and  settle  with  me  all  the  questions  connected  with 
he  subject,  which  might  be  done  in  one  of  two  modes — 
either  to  fix,  by  a  convention,  the  principles  on  which  the 
claims  were  to  be  settled,  and  to  provide  for  the  organi- 
;ation  of  a  mixed  commission,  which  should  examine  the 
Jaims  in  detail,  and  decide  upon  them  according  to  the 
trinciples  stipulated,  or,  otherwise,  to  agree  upon  a  round 
turn  in  total  discharge  of  all  the  chums,  which  would  be  a 
nore  simple,  and  perhaps  in  every  respect  a  preferable 
jrrangement  for  both  countries^  that  I  was  prepared  to 
reat  with  him  upon  either  of  these  bases;  and  I  terminat- 
;d  my  remarks  by  observinf^,  that  whatever  means  might 
»e  thought  best  for  the  attamment  of  the  end  which  both 
>f  us  had  in  view,  I  hoped  the  subject  would  be  brought 
:o  a  conclusion  with  the  least  delay  possible. 

The  minister,  without  seeming  to  relinquish  his  idea  of 
French  commission,  which  I  apprehend  is  recommended 
0  him  chiefly  as  an  expedient  to  screen  himself  from  re- 
ponsibility,  assured  me  that  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
ion  was  one  of  the  objects  of  highest  interest  to  his  Ma- 
estv's  Oovemment,  and  that  every  exertion  should  be 
nside,  on  his  part,  to  bring  it  to  an  early  decision. 

Though  I  was  left  by  the  minister  under  the  impression 
h&t  he  would  bring  our  claims  under  the  consideration  of 
he  council  at  their  next  meeting,  I  learn  that  no  step  has 
ret  been  taken  by  him  in  relation  to  the  subject,  though 
wo  councils,  at  least,  have  since  intervened.  There  is  an 
:vident  reluctance  and  timidity,  on  the  part  of  the  Govem- 
nent,  in  approaching^  this  subject,  arismg  from  the  pecu- 
liary  responsibilities  it  involves.  This  reluctance,  I  fear, 
s  not  likely  to  be  diminished  by  the  condition  of  the  pub- 
ic finances.  Great  difficulties,  and  an  absolute  suspension 
or  a  time,  have  been  recently  experienced  (as  you  will 
>erceive  from  a  report  made  by  the  ministry  to  the  Cham- 
>er8  on  the  13th  instant)  in  the  collection  of  the  imposts, 
md  the  public  funds  have  been  undergoing  a  progressive 
ind  rapid  depreciation  for  some  days  past.  The  amount 
>f  treasure  obtained  at  Algiers  has  been  greatly  exaggerat- 
ed. It  will  fall  considerably  short,  I  learn,  of  the  actual 
sxpenses  of  the  expedition .  In  the  midst  of  these  embar- 
■assments,  there  is  an  importunate  cry  for  economy  from 
JI  qudrters,  which  creates  a  still  further  obstacle  in  the 
vay  of  our  cbims. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Hon.  M.  Vah  Buke5. 


Mr,  Bives  to  Mr.  Van  JBuren, 
No.  46.]  Paris,  September  29,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note  I 
iddressed  to  Count  Mol^  on  the  30th  instant,  and  also  of 
lis  answer. 

Finding  that  nothing  had  been  done  with  regard  to  our 
claims,  notwithstanding  the  assurances  and  professions 
nade  by  the  minister  in  my  conference  with  him  on  the 
)th  instant,  and  having  received  an  intimation,  indeed, 
hat  a  more  formal  application  in  writing  would  be  the 
Jhly  means  of  stimulating  his  attention,  and  of  putting 


the  subject  again  into  motion,  I  determined  to  adopt  that 
course;  a  further  motive  to  which  was  found  in  the  con- 
sideration that  it  was  highly  desirable,  if  possible,  to  ob- 
tain some  authentic  indication  of  the  views  and  feelings 
of  the  new  Government  on  this  question,  in  time  to  be 
communicated  to  the  President  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. In  presenting  the  subject,  I  sought  to  bring  for- 
ward those  considerations  which  seemed  best  suited  to 
impress  the  mind  of  the  minister  with  the  critical  import- 
ance of  the  question,  and  to  appeal  most  strongly  to  the 
interests  and  calculations  as  well  as  honorable  sentiments 
of  the  new  Government.  The  answer  of  the  minister, 
though  very  brief,  is  evidently  cold,  cautiously  avoiding  any 
commitment,  and  affecting  to  consider  our  reclamations 
as  the  affair  of  **quelque8  dtoyenst"  some  citizens  only  of 
the  United  States.  This  impression,  derived  from  the 
communications  of  their  ministers  in  the  United  States, 
has  taken  deep  root  here;  and  it  will  require  the  unequi- 
vocal exhibition  of  a  firm  and  determined  attitude  on  the 
part  of  both  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of 
our  Government  to  convince  them  that  the  question  is 
really  considered,  and  intended  to  be  pursued,  as  a  na- 
tional one. 

The  frequent  changes  of  ministers,  which  embarrassed 
so  much  the  relations  of  foreign  Powers  with  the  late  Go- 
vernment of  France,  seem  destined  to  continue  under  the 
new.  During  the  last  week,  it  was  confidently  announc- 
ed, as  you  will  perceive  from  the  journals,  that  a  tho- 
rough change  of  the  present  ministrv,  involving  the 
retreat  of  a  majority  of  its  members,  and  among  them  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  was  about  to  take  place.  It 
is  certain  that  a  serious  division  had  occurred  in  the  cabi- 
net with  regard  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  re- 
straint or  suppression  of  the  popular  societies  recently 
formed  in  Pans;  and  for  several  days  it  was  believed  by 
the  ministers  themselves  that  the  formation  of  a  new  cabi- 
net would  be  indispensable.  The  difiiculty,  however, 
was  adjusted;  and  the  question  of  a  change  of  ministry 
has  been  adjourned  for  the  present. 

The  internal  condition  of  France,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, presents  the  aspect  of  general  order  and  tranquilli- 
ty. Her  foreign  relations,  however,  must,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  soon  disturbed.  The  troubles  in  Belgium  have 
terminated,  as  you  will  perceive  fbom  the  journals  ac- 
companying this  despatch,  in  a  state  of  open  war  between 
the  King  and  his  Belgian  subjects.  The  Government  of 
France  has  pledged  itself  not  to  intervene  in  this  quarrel 
so  long  as  other  Powers  shall  abstain  from  interference. 
But  the  interests  of  other  Powers  in  maintaining  the  con- 
solidation of  Belgium  with  Holland,  and  the  treaty  en- 
gagements by  which  some  of  them  are  bound  to  that 
object,  seem  to  preclude  the  expectation  of  an  acquies- 
cence, on  their  part,  in  the  success  which  is  likely  to  at- 
tend the  Belgian  insurrection,  if  the  parties  are  left  to 
themselves.  The  events  passing  in  tliat  quarter,  com- 
bined with  otiier  elements  of  discord,  will  render  it  a 
matter  of  extreme  difficulty,  if,  indeed,  it  be  possible  at 
all  to  preserve  the  peace  of  Europe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Yait  BuRsir, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Paris,  September  20,  1830. 

MoH^sixuR  Lx  Covm:  The  subject  to  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  calling  your  attention  in  the  interview 
with  which  your  excellency  favored  me  on  the  9th  in- 
stant, so  deeply  affects  the  friendly  relations  of  France 
and  the  United  States,  that  your  excellency  will,  I  am 
persuaded^  find,  in  my  solicitude  to  preserve  those  rela- 
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tions  from  interruption,  a  luiBcient  and  ezciuable  motive 
for  again  inviting  your  attention  to  it. 

The  reclamations  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  for  injuries  of  the  most  aggravated  character, 
committed  in  violation,  alike,  of  the  acknowledged  law 
of  nations,  and  of  the  positive  stipulations  of  treaties. 
These  injuries  produced,  at  the  time,  a  state  of  the  rela- 
tions between  toe  two  countries  which  must  have  eventu- 
ated in  the  Isst  appeal  of  nations,  but  for  the  final  revo- 
cation, by  the  Government  of  France,  of  the  orders  and 
decrees  under  the  authority  of  which  the  wrongs  in  ques- 
tion had  been  committed. 

Since  that  period,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  has  not  ceased  to  demand,  with  a  firm  but  friendly 
spirit,  the  indemnities  due  for  the  wrongs  it  had  sustain- 
ed^  and  always  with  a  hope  (authorized  by  the  declara- 
tions of  the  French  Government)  of  ultimate  redress. 
That  redress,  however,  has  continued  to  be  postponed 
from  time  to  time;  and,  tliough  the  delay  was  patiently 
acquiesced  in  for  a  long  period,  from  considerations^ 
among  which  a  friendly  and  sincere  sympathy  with  France 
in  her  vicissitudes  was  always  the  most  influential,  yet  the 
time  was  at  length  come  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  it  was  alike  inconsistent 
with  the  dignity  of  both  Governments  that  so  important 
a  question  should  remain  longer  unsettled. 

My  efforts,  therefore,  by  the  instructions  of  my  Govern- 
ment, have  been  unceasingly  exerted,  since  my  arrival  in 
France,  to  bring  the  question  to  a  definitive  conclusion. 
Your  excellency  will  find,  upon  a  reference  to  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  late  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
and  myself,  that,  after  a  protracted  discussion,  and  the 
intervention  of  many  delsys,  he  had  finally  promised  to 
send  me  the  projet  of  an  arrangement.  1  was  in  daily 
expectation  of  that  projet,  as  your  excellency  will  per- 
ceive from  my  letter  or  the  23d  July,  when  the  events 
which  soon  after  occurred,  ovet  threw  the  Government 
of  which  the  minister  was  the  organ. 

It  is  presumed  tha^  with  the  loyal  and  enlightened  po- 
licy which  actuates  his  Majesty's  Government,  there  can 
be  no  longer  any  difficulty  on  the  subject.  If  the  doc- 
trines professed  by  tlie  late  Government  in  regard  to  the 
origin  and  tenure  of  its  power  might  have  given,  in  the 
eyes  of  any  one,  a  color  of  plausibility  to  its  attempt  to 
qualify  its  responsibility  for  the  nets  of  the  Government 
which  preceded  it,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  prin- 
ciples consecrated  by  the  late  memorable  events,  and 
upon  which  his  Majesty's  Government  has  justly  express- 
ed its  pride  in  reposing,  must,  in  future,  precluae  the 
possibility  of  any  question  on  that  point. 

While  this  consideration,  combined  with  tlie  frank  and 
elevated  character  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  forbids 
all  doubt  of  its  disposition  to  do  justice  to  the  reclamations 
of  the  United  States,  your  excellency  will  permit  me  to 
remark,  that  the  delays  and  evasions  which  have  hereto- 
fore taken  place,  have  seriously  disturbed  the  friendly  re- 
lations between  the  two  countries)  and  tluit  it  is  much  to 
be  desired,  for  the  sake  of  a  cordial  and  sincere  re-esta- 
blishment of  those  relations,  that  the  justice  so  long  delay- 
ed should  be  now  promptly  and  frankly  rendered.  When 
your  excellency  shall  review  the  numerous  postponements 
to  which  the  reclamations  of  the  United  States  have  been 
subjected,  and  the  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  motives 
alleged  for  those  postponements;  wlien  your  excellency, 
moreover,  reflects  that  the  claims  of  all  other  Powers,  in- 
eluding  those  even  of  the  pirate  recently  chastised  and  ex- 
pelled by  the  arms  of  France,  have  been  welcomed  and 
discharged,  while  justice  has  been  withheld  from  the 
United  States  only,  and  that  all  the  objections  heretofore 
alleged  against  our  cUtims  have  resolved  themselves  into 
the  ungracious  reproach  that  we  were  not  among  the  ene 


sibility  which  exists  in  the  United  States  on  this  aabjedt^ 
and  will,  doubtless,  think  it  inoonsistent  wkh  a  wise  re- 
gard to  the  harmony  of  the  two  ccniiittics  (which  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  on  Ks  part,  has  shown 
so  sincere  a  desire  to  preserve  and  cukhrmte)  ta  kave  any 
longer  open  so  unpleMint  a  source  of  cootrotcm. 

As  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  agaansKSi- 
ble  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  when  a  devdoyaient 
of  the  foreign  relatioiis  of  the  country-  is  slwatys  expected 
of  the  President,  it  is  noeh  to  be  desnred  thst  hecod&be 
enabled  to  communicate  to  them,  at  that  tiiiie»  the  {sal 
and  honorable  adjustment  of  this  subject,  wliicli*  while  it 
would  be  the  means  of  a  cordial  renewal  and  progresBfe 
amelioration  of  the  friendly  relations  between  the  tv» 
Governments,  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  a  pledge  to  il 
nations  of  the  spirit  of  justice  and  politicsl  morality  vtuch 
it  was  the  determination  of  his  Majesty's  GovernBCGi  ts 
carry  into  all  its  proceedings. 

I  pray  your  excellency  to  accept  tbe  sasorancesof  tbe 
distinguislied  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  hni^ 
servant, 

W.  C.  RTVES. 

To  his  exc'y  Comts  Molx, 

Minuder^  Skify  ofSUdefor  Fhretgn  JJkirs. 


Paus,  h  25  S^lm^  I&30. 

MoasiEuit :  J'ai  ref  u  la  note  que  vous  e^wez  fitit  l*hon' 
neur  de  m'adresser,  le  90  de  ce  mois,  rdatitveraeiit  tux 
reclamations  de  quelques  citoyens  des  Etats  \3ius  catiti<e 
k  France,  et  de  la  n^gociation  entam^  i  oe  sajct  eotre 
vous  et  le  Gouvemement  precedent. 

Je  vais  m'empresser,  Monsieur,  de  rendre  compte  ta 
Roi  de  I'objet  et  de  I'^tat  de  cette  n^gticiatXMi,  et  d^sqiie 
S.  M.  m'aura  fait  connaitre  ses  intentions  sor  la  suite  quM 
convient  d'y  donner,  j'aurai  I'honneur  de  vous  ^nire  de 
nouveau. 

Ag^^ez,  Monsieur,  I'assurance  de  la  haute  consid^raaoe 
avec  laquelle  j'ai  I'honneur  d'etre  votre  tres  humble  et 
tres  ob^issant  serviteur. 

Le  Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres, 

MOLE. 
A  Monsieur  Rivxs, 

Minietre  dee  EtaU  Unts. 


Mr,  BiveetoMr.  VtmBHrm. 
[No.  49.  ]  Pasis,  Ods6er  19, 1830. 

Stb:  The  note  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  otlbe 
25th  ultimo,  was  of  so  unsatisfactory  a  charseter,  that  I 
thought  it  expedient  he  should  be  apprised  of  tbe  light  is 
which  it  was  viewed  by  me.  Thinking  it  best,  howere-, 
that  a  communication  of  that  sort  should  reach  him  iad*- 
rectly,  I  sought  an  opportunity  of  converanp  with  -*-^ 
and ,  both  of  whom  are  in  famiEar  relalioRs  wi^k 


the  minister,  in  the  design  that  they  should  coromumcate 
to  him  what  I  said  to  them. 

I  remarked  to  them  that  I  thought  we  had  a  right  te 
expect,  from  the  frankness  and  loyally  of  the  new  Gov«?i»' 
ment  of  France,  as  well  as  from  the  verbal  dedaratiociaf 
the  minister  to  me,  a  very  different  reception  of  ourclaia 
than  that  given  by  his  note;  that  the  object  of  the  oos- 
munication  I  had  addressed  to  the  minister  was  to  ob:i.^ 
at  least,  some  such  expressions  of  the  opinions  and  (S&- 
positions  of  the  new  Government  as  would  enable  '^ 
President  to  inform  Congress  what  prospect  iherr  ^^ 
was  of  adjusting  this  lon^  pending  controversv;  ffe', » 
far  as  any  mdication  was  given  by  Uie  note,  it  sceiuLiJ  to 
me  to  be  unfavorable;  and  that,  unless 'sometlBf'  >k3^ 
explicit  should  be  sent  to  me  very  soon,  the  pKsid»t, 


r         * .     -". —  V  r TT-o  -, ^VA^  announcing  the  amicable  settlement  tXvst^Sct- 
France?  when  these  thmgs  are  considered,  your  ences  with  all  other  Powers,  with  Emriand.  DiiwiV  *^ 
excellency  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  high  degree  of  sen- 1  ficc.  would  be  compeUed  to  say  that  dor  dE 


ipelled  to  say  that  onr  ^Sercvei  with 
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•''ranee  alone  remained  unadjusted,  and  that  the  new  Go- 
ernment  had  evinced  leas  diapoaition  to  do  justice  than 
ts  predecessor,  with  whom  the  subject  was  believed  to 
»e  in  a  train  of  early  adjustment. 

I  added  some  other  remarks  in  the  same  spirit,  hoping 
hat  the  communication  of  them  to  the  minister  would  sti- 
niilate  him  to  act  with  more  of  promptitude  and  decision. 
Lfter  watting  the  effect  of  this  indirect  communication 
or  some  days,  I  determined  to  ask  an  interview  with  him 
nyself,  as  the  period  was  approaching  when  the  last  op- 
lortunity,  upon  which  any  reliance  could  be  placed,  of 
ending  a  despatch  in  time  for  the  opening  of  Congress, 
vould  have  passed  with  the  packet  of  the  20th  of  this 
tionth.  On  the  10th  instant,  therefore,  I  addressed  him 
note  requesting  an  interview,  his  answer  to  which  gave 
n  appointment  somewhat  late,  (for  the  15th,)  with  the 
express  design,  in  all  probability,  of  being  then  able  to 
ommunicate  to  me  that  something  had  been  done. 

When  1  arrived  at  the  Foreign  Office,  at  the  hour  he 
lad  indicated,  he  had  not  yet  returned  from  a  council  of 
ninisters  held  that  day  under  the  presidency  of  the  King. 
le,  however,  very  soon  returned;  and  the  moment  I  was 
ntroduced  into  his  room,  he  presented  me  a  paper,  which 
le  said  was  the  report  he  had  that  day  made  to  the  Kine 
n  council  on  our  affairs,  and  which  had  been  approved 
ind  signed  by  the  King.  He  invited  me  to  read  the  con- 
lusion  of  the  report,  which  recommended  the  resump- 
ion  of  the  negotiation  with  me,  and  proposed,  as  a  first 
tep,  the  formation  of  a  commission,  consisting  of  mem- 
»ers  of  both  Chambers,  to  consider  and  report  their  opi- 
ions  on  the  respective  claims  of  the  two  Governments. 

The  business  of  this  commission,  as  traced  in  the  con- 
clusion of  the  report,  is — 

1st.  To  examine  tlie  American  reclamations  as  present- 
5d  in  mv  projet  of  a  treaty;  and  to  say  which  of  the 
Jasscs  or  I  eclamations 'mentioned  in  'that  'projet  may  be 
'*  admitted  to  an  examination,  and,  if  need  be,  to  liqui- 
lation."  ^ 

2d.  To  examine  and  report  upon,  in  like  manner,  the 
■eclamations  of  France,  specifying  particularly  claims  for 
iupplies,  (alluding,  I  presume,  to  the  Beaumarahais  affair;) 
he  case  of  a  French  privateer  burnt  by  a  mob  at  Savan- 
lah,  in  the  autumn  of  1811;  claims  of  French  subjects  to 
ands  in  Louisiana, derived  under  the  French  Government, 
)ut  which  have  been  since  superseded  by  grants  from  the 
Jnitcd  States;  and  the  claim  under  the  eighth  article  of 
he  Louisiana  treaty. 

3d.  To  consider,  if  this  claim  should  be  withdrawn, 
vhat  compensation  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
>ughl  to  make  for  it;  and  if  in  the  form  of  a  reduction  of 
lutics  on  the  productions  of  France,  for  what  time  and  to 
vhat  extent  that  reduction  should  be  made.  And,  lastly, 
o  advise  what  method  should  be  adopted  to  liquidate  the 
:1aims  admitted. 

The  minister  having  g^ven  me  leave  to  read  the  con- 
tusion of  the  report  only,  I  did  not  see  what  were  the 
)articular  views  presented  in  the  previous  part  of  it;  but 

infer  from  the  conclusion  of  it  that  a  discrimination  was 
nade  among  our  claims,  some  of  them  being  considered 
veil  founded,  and  others  not  so. 

In  all  probability,  the  distinction  heretofore  taken,  be- 
ween  tlie  cases  of  sequestration  and  those  of  condemna- 
ion,  is  again  insisted  on.  You  will  observe,  also,  that 
tome  French  claims,  never  before  mentioned  in  connex- 
on  with  this  negotiation,  are  now  brought  forward.  The 
and  claims  referred  to,  I  learn,  are  principally  some  de- 
'ived  under  an  ancient  grant  of  the  French  Government 
o  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Hississippi  scheme,  John 
Law,  and  have  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  conside- 
ration of  Congress.  In  what  name  they  were  presented 
:o  Congress,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn.  The  principal 
leirs  of  Law,  I  understand,  are  the  family  of  Marshal 
Lawriston,  and  their  agent  is  said  to  be  a  Mr.  D'Autre- 


Imont.  In  one  or  other  of  these  names,  probably,  the 
land  cliumS}  heretofore  alluded  to,  have  been  presented 
to  Congress.  It  is  also  posnble  that  some  ramifications  of 
the  land  claims  which  have  been  so  long  under  the  consi- 
deration of  Congress,  in  the  names  of  the  Marquis  de 
Maison  Rouge  and  of  Baron  Bastrop,  may  be  intended  to 
be  embraced.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  no  claims 
of  this  character  have  any  affinity  with  the  present  nego- 
tiation, or  can  be  made  the  subject  of  diplomatic  arrange- 
ment. 

The  other  additional  claim  now  brought  forward  has  an 
aspect  of  somewhat  more^  plausibility,  and  will  be  the 
more  difficult  to  get  rid  of,  in  consequence  of  having  the 
sanction  of  a  recent  report  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies^ 
which,  at  the  same  time,  manifests  a  friendly  spirit  to- 
wards our  reclamations.  I  send  you,  herewith,  a  copy  of 
that  report  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  ISth  of  September.  It 
would  be  desirable  for  me  to  have  the  President's  instruc- 
tions in  regard  to  these  claims,  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible. I  presume  that  all  of  them  are  not  intended  to  be 
individually  insisted  on.  Some  of  them  are,  perhaps, 
brought  forward  more  as  the  means  of  procuring  an 
abatement  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  than  with  a  view  to  a  special  satisfaction  of 
the  claims  themselves.  The  most  natural  termination  of 
;i  negotiation  like  the  present,  is  a  transaction  en  bloci 
and  it  is  most  probably  that  which  the  French  Govern- 
ment now  has  in  contemplation.  With  a  view  to  that  re- 
sult, it  would  be  very  desirable  for  mc  to  have  some  indi- 
cation of  the  lowest  amount  that  the  American  claimants 
would  be  satisfied  to  accept.  In  fixing  that  amount,  the 
staleness  of  the  claims,  the  difficulties  inseparable  from 
their  adjustment,  the  uncertain  state  of  things  here,  the 
financial  embarrassments  of  the  country,  (there  havinr 
been,  as  ^ou  will  perceive  from  the  journals,  a  falling  oft' 
of  ten  millions  of  francs  in  the  revenue  of  the  last  month, 
besides  the  universal  derangement  of  credit  and  com- 
merce,) all  tltese  considerations  should  have  their  proper 
weight. 

Count  MoM,  after  luiving  communicated  to  me  the  con- 
clusions of  his  report,  and  mentioning,  as  an  evidence  of 
the  anxious  desire  of  his  Majesty's  Government  to  arrange 
this  question  with  the  United  States,  that  the  council  had 
unanimously  cons«%nted,  when  he  presented  his  report,  to 
give  it  priority,  in  their  deliberations,  over  several  otlier 
subjects  of  great  importance,  informed  me  of  the  names 
of  tlie  persons  who  would  compose  the  commission.  They 
are,  Vicomte  Lain^,  Benjamin  Dellesscrt,  Monsieur  Bes- 
say,  G.  W.  Lafayette,  and  Monsieur  Pichon.  The  first  is 
a  distinguished  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  and  all 
the  others  are  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  with 
the  exception  of  Monsieur  Pichon,  who  was  formerly 
charge  d'affaires  in  the  United  States.  In  the  composition 
of  this  commission,  if  I  have  not  been  misinformed  as  to 
the  characters  and  dispositions  of  its  members,  there  seems 
to  be  a  pledge  of  a  determination  to  do  something  on  the 
subject  of  our  claims. 

In  the  close  of  our  interview,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
minister  should  address  me  a  letter,  to  be  communicated 
to  my  Government  with  this  despatch,  and  in  time  to  go 
by  the  packet  of  the  20th  instant,  in  order  to  reach  Waw- 
ington  before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  That  letter  has 
not  yet  been  received,  though  I  have  kept  back  this 
despatch  a  day  later  than  the  usual  time  of  sending  off  my 
despatches  for  Havre,  in  order  to  be  accompanied  by  iL 
This  delay  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  surprise  in  nw  mind 
af^er  what  passed  between  the  minister  and  myself.  The 
letter  is  promised  to-day  certainly,  in  time  to  go  by  est»- 
fette  with  this  communication,  which  will  be  retained  to 
the  latest  moment  practicable,  to  be  accompanied  by  the 
promised  letter,  if  it  should  be  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vast  Bukss,  Seattary  of  State. 
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SpoUatiom  on  Jhntriam  Commerce* 


Mr*  lUvee  to  ifr.  Fan  Buren* 
[No.  50.]  PAmia,  OdoberTO,  1830. 

Sir:  I  hare  now  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  tlie 
expected  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Antirs.  1 
retained  my  despatch  yesterday  to  the  latest  nrament 
which  the  arrangement  of  the  mail  admitted,  in  the  hope 
that  the  letter  would  arrive  in  time  to  accompany  it.  Being 
again  disappointed,  I  went  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Afiairs, 
as  I  had  done  the  day  before,  to  urge  the  importance  of 
transmitting  the  letter  without  delay;  but,  in  the  moment 
of  arriTing  there,  I  found  a  messeng'er  charged  with  it, 
and  just  leaving  the  office  to  bring  it  to  me.  The  delav, 
it  seems,  had  arisen  from  the  circumstance  that  the  draught 
of  the  letter  made  in  the  bureau  of  the  director,  not  be- 
ing found  satisfactory,  the  minister  determined  to  write  it 
himself;  but  his  time  having  been  very  much  occupied  in 
council,  to  which  some  agitations  in  Farts,  for  the  last  three 
or  four  days,  had  furnished  occanon  for  important  delibe- 
rations, he  had  not  been  able  to  prepare  it  earlier.  As  a 
declaration  of  the  dispositions  and  intentions  of  the  new 
Government  on  the  subject  of  the  claims,  and  as  an  ex- 
press recognition  of  the  principle  of  them,  it  seems  to  be 
fair,  manly,  and  candid;  and  if  the  proceeding  of  detail 
which  are  to  follow  should  be  in  the  same  sptnt,  we  may 
look  forward  to  an  amicable  termination  of  mis  unpleasant 
controversy. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vav  Bvbvit, 

'  Secretary  of  Siate, 

[tbahslatioit.] 

PAKI9,  Odober  19,  1830. 

Moksixur:  I  hasten  to  announce  to  you  that  the  King, 
wishing  to  bring  to  a  conclusion,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
negotiation  commenced  between  you  and  the  late  Grovem* 
ment  on  the  subject  of  the  private  reclamations  which  in- 
terest the  two  countries,  has  iust  named  a  special  commis- 
sion charged  to  examine  all  these  reclamations,  and  to  lay 
down  tlie  basis  of  a  projet  of  treaty,  which  will  become 
the  object  of  a  communication  f  shall  have  the  honor  to 
make  to  you  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  finished.  Admitting  the 
principle  which  is  the  basis  of  the  reclamations,  the  French 
Government  has  wished  that  all  the  claims  to  which  it  may 
be  applicable  should  be  carefully  examined,  and  the  work 
of  the  commission  cannot  but  tend  to  abridge  delays,  and 
to  accelerate  the  conclusion  of  an  arrangement  equally 
desirable  for  both  countries,  and  proper  to  draw  closer 
the  bonds  of  friendsliip  and  good  understanding  which  al- 
ready exist  between  them. 

Accept,  Monsieur,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consider- 
ation. ^ 

MOLE. 

Monsieur  Rivis, 

Jfinieier  of  the  United  States. 

M^.  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 

[No.  51.]  Paris,  JV^wem^  8,  1830. 

Sir:  1  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  1st  instant, 
your  despatch  No.  17,  under  date  of  the  27th  September, 
accompanied  with  a  letter  from  the  President  to  the 
King  of  the  French,  accrediting  me  as  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
near  his  Majesty.  I  immediately  put  the  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and  re- 
Guested  him  to  ascertain  and  inform  me  when  it  would  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  King  to  prant  me  an  audience  for  the 
purpose  of  delivering  the  original.  The  minister  sent  me 
a  note  the  next  day,  informing  me  that  the  King  would 
receive  me  on  the  following  day,  the  3d  instant. 


The  King  received  me  in  a  ver^  cordial  and  ilatteriog 
manner.    In  replying  to  the  briet^addreas  I  made  hint,  m 
conformity  to  usage  and  the  instructions  of  the  Piefident« 
he  repeated,  with  much  warmth,  the  friendly  sentineots 
he  had  heretofore  expressed  to  me  for  the  Unikd  Statesi 
said  he  had  been  much  moved  by  the  acoouatsof  the  en- 
thusiastic welcome  we  had  given  to  the  faOe  Tcrakitjon 
which  had  brought  him  to  the  throne,  and  that  W  bad 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  cherish  the  moA  fincafly 
relatiom  with  the  Government  of  the  United  Stata,of 
which  he  deaired  me  to  give  the  President  the  maACL- 
pUcit  assurances. 

In  the  course  of  the  address  I  made  to  the  Kias, 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  make  an  allnskan  to  the  ua- 
settled  differences  between  the  two  countxiea*  with  tk 
view  of  eliciting  a  renewed  expression  of  bis  fiMTuigs  aad 
intentions  on  tluit  subject,  since  it  had  been  brought  owit 
particularly  under  his  consideration.    I  therefore  resark- 
ed,  that  the  United  States,  denring  more  than  crcf  t» 
cultivate  a  cordial  friendship  with  France,  on  sooouit  of 
the  esteem  they  had  alwajrs  cherished  for  his  Majestv*! 
personal  virtues,  it  was  with  particular  satis&ctioo  thattbe 
President  saw,  in  tliose  distinguished  attributes,  a  certaio 
guaranty  Uut  the  only  circumstance  which  could  piereot 
or  impair  that  friendship  would  be  now  speediff  ej^m- 
guished  by  his  Majesty's  enlightened  kenae  of  jistke. 
The  King  took  up  the  allusion  with  great  fiaaJoieas:  be 
said  he  had  told  me,  immediately  after  bisaccesnoii,  tlut 
every  thing  should  be  done  on  hia  part  toMASWttme  dif- 
ferences satisfactorily!  that,  accordingly,  amoecthe  inl 
acts  of  his  Government,  had  been  the  adoption Gtauchittta^ 
sures  as  seemed  to  him  best  calculated  to  lesdtoaspcedj 
and  just  result;  that  they  should  be  pursued  with  earaest- 
ness  and  good  fiuth;  that  it  was  true  our  rerlainatiocs 
would  impose  an  inconvenient  burden  upon  hia  Govern- 
ment in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  its  finances;  but, 
nevertheless,  justice  ought,  and,  so  far  as  depended  on 
him,  should  be  done. 

The  dispositions  of  the  Kin^,  as  well  with  regard  to 
this  subject  as  the  general  relationa  between  the  two  coon- 
tries,  are  every  thing  we  could  desire.  The  difficulty 
exists  in  the  extreme  reluctance  of  the  nation  to  pay  anv 
more  indemnities,  and  the  neceanty  which  tbe  Govern- 
ment feels  itself  under  of  consulting  the  representatives 
of  the  nation,  and  of  securing  their  approbation  to  any 
arrangement  which  may  be  ultimately  concluded.  Tbe 
commission,  of  the  formation  of  which  I  have  alreadFy  »p^ 
prised  you,  has  grown  entirely  out  ofthisfeelii^. 

I  have,  of  course,  had  no  direct  or  formal  oominiuinca- 
tions  with  it;  but  my  personal  relations  with  several  of 

its  members,  parUcularly and ^  ba^c 

enabled  roe  to  learn  something  of  tlieir  proceeding  as 
well  u  to  supply  information,  from  time  to  tinK,  whidi 
seemed  necessary  to  a  proper  elucidation  of  the  subjects 
of  their  investigation.  Some  of  the  members  of  tbe  cois- 
mission,  I  apprehend,  are  very  stronger  opposed  to  our 
claims,  and  even  those  who  are  more  favorably  disposed 
give  back  before  the  pecuniary  operation,  and  evince  t 
desire  either  to  protract  the  adjustment,  or  to  make  a  grcst 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  claims.  They  are  unaa.- 
mous,  I  learn,  in  tbe  opinion  that  the  French  constiuctj.-? 
of  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  is  con^cL 
Even  ,  with  the  favorable  sentiments  be  might  be 

supposed  to  entertain  in  regard  to  the  American  side  i- 
the  question,  tells  me  that  he  cannot  view  that  artide  J 
any  other  light  than  as  securing  to  France  a  special  a!- 
vantage,  and  that,  according  to  our  conslructioQ,  tkR 
would  be  nothing  special  in  it.     I  can  hardly  sup|>a'W 
however,  that  they  will  be  disposed  to  make  of  tbk  v^^ 
a  complete  bar  to  our  claims. 

A  week  or  two  more  will,  in  all  probability,  d^  1>^ 
fore  they  will  make  their  report  to  the  minister.  1  assail 
continue  to  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity  efetpUna* 
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tion  and  candid  representation  to  those  members  of  the 
commission  with  whom  I  have  personal  relations,  to  lead 
them  to  a  just  conclusion,  without,  however,  entering  into 
such  formal  communications  as  might  seem  to  make  us  a 
parly  before  the  commission,  or  afford  a  color  for  pre- 
tending that  we  ought  to  acquiesce  in  the  result  of  a  pro- 
ceeding completely  unilateral  and  ex  parte. 

Another  impediment  to  the  progress  of  our  claims  has 
recently  occurred  in  the  change  of  ministers,  of  which, 
with  its  causes  and  attendant  circumstances,  you  will  see 
a  full  account  in  the  journals  accompanying  this  despatch. 
After  a  series  of  abortive  deliberations,  which  held  all 
France  in  painful  suspense  for  more  than  a  week,  the  mi- 
nistry was  new-modelled  by  the  following  changes:  Mons. 
Lafitte,  late  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  suc- 
ceeds Baron  Louis  as  Minister  of  Finance,  with  the  su- 
peradded character  of  President  of  the  Council;  Count 
Montalivet  takes  the  place  of  Monsieur  Guizotas  Minister 
of  the  Interior;  Marshal  Maison  that  of  Count  Mol^  as 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs;  and  Monsieur  M^rilhou  that 
of  the  Duke  de  Broglie  as  Minister  of  Public  Instruction; 
General  Sebastiani,  Marshal  Gerard,  and  Monsieur  Du- 
pont  de  I'Eure,  members  of  the  late  ministry,  retain  their 
places  in  the  new,  as  Minister  of  the  l^larine.  Minister  of 
War,  and  Minister  of  Justice,  respectively.  The  change 
is  supposed  to  be  in  favor  of  liberalism,  and  a  more  rapid 
development  of  the  consequences  of  the  late  revolution, 
though  I  doubt  much  whether  it  will  be  followed  by  any 
marked  alteration  in  either  the  internal  or  foreign  policy 
of  the  Government. 

The  change  of  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  will,  at  least, 
throw  us  back  in  regard  to  the  claims,  if  it  should  be  at- 
tended with  no  worse  consequence  to  them.  Count  MoM 
was  beginning  to  make  himself  well  acquainted  with  them, 
and  had  given  evidences  of  ia  disposition  to  act  upon  the 
subject  in  a  spirit  of  good  faith  and  conciliation  which  pro- 
mised a  ^ood  result.  Supposing  dispositions  equally  fa- 
vorable m  the  new  minister,  of  which  I  have  yet  had  no 
opportunity  of  judging,  not  having  been  so  fortunate  as 
to  see  him,  when  I  called,  a  few  days  ago,  to  converse 
with  him,  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  he 
can,  with  the  abundant  occupation  which  European  af- 
fairs now  g^ve  him,  make  himself  master  of  so  complex  a 
subject,  with  which,  I  presume,  he  has  been  heretofore 
entirely  unacquainted.  « 

The  speech  of  the  King  of  England  produced  great 
sensation  here,  and  gave  rise  to  much  variety  of  interpre- 
tation. Us  tone  seems  to  me  to  be  decidedly  opposed  to 
that  principle  of  non-interference  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  other  countries  which  France  had  laid  down  as  the  new 
public  law  of  Europe.  The  Government  of  France,  how- 
ever, in  its  great  desire  to  preserve  peace,  (^hich  the 
King  told  me  was  the  most  anxious  wish  of  his  heart,) 
seems  content  to  put  a  different  construction  upon  it;  and, 
with  the  continuance  of  these  strong  pacific  dispositions 
on  its  part,  war  may  yet  be  avoided,  though  not  without 
great  difficulty. 

I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  return  the  blank  sent 
with  your  despatch  of  the  27th  September,  and  remain, 
with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 
To  the  Hon.  M.  Vah  Buren, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Eives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
[No.  55.]  Paris,  December  18»  1830. 

Sib:  I  am  not  yet  enabled  to  communicate  to  you  the 
close  of  the  labors  of  the  commission  charged  with  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  claims.  In  my  last  despatch,  I  men- 
tioned that  the  commission  had  ciJled  for  additional  docu- 
ments which  they  supposed  would  be  useful  in  fulfilling 

Vol.  tX.— M  m 


the  object  of  their  inquiries.  The  application  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  during  the 
short  ministry  of  Marshal  Maison,  but,  it  seems,  was  not 
then  acted  on.  It  was  not  until  tSter  my  first  interview 
with  the  present  minister  that  it  was  taken  up;  and  the 
documents  called  for  being  then  considered  as  not  perti- 
nent or  necessary  to  the  inquiries  with  which  the  com* 
mission  was  charged,  a  letter  to  that  effect  was  addressed 
by  the  minister  to  the  president  of  the  commission. 

Among  the  pieces  of  information  which  the  commission 
had  called  for,  they  had  requested  the  minister,  it  seems, 
to  obtain  from  me  a  list  of  our  claims,  arranged  into  classes 
corresponding  with  those  indicated  in  mvprojetof  atreaty. 
The  minister  replied  to  them,  that,  as  tncy  were  required 
to  express  their  opinion  on  the  validity  of  the  several 
classes  of  claims,  in  principle  only,  it  could  not  be  im- 
portant to  them,  in  that  view,  to  know  the  number  or 
amount  of  the  claims  comprehended  in  each  class,  nor 
would  it  be  proper  for  him  to  apply  to  me  for  such  a 
statement  In  a  meeting  of  the  commission,  however, 
which  was  convoked  shortly  afler  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
addressed  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  commission,  it  was  determined  that  an  inoffi- 
cial application  should  be  made  to  me  by  one  of  their  own 
members,  for  such  statements  of  our  claims  as  I  might  be 
able  to  present,  and  should  not  be  indisposed  to  commu- 
nicate. This  application  was  made  to  me,  on  behalf  of 
the  commission,  by  — ^—  .     As  the  commission 

was  charged,  among  other  things,  with  suggesting  "the 
basis  of  a  treaty,'*  and  as  they,  as  well  as  the  minister,  had 
evidently  in  view  a  transaction  en  hlocy  I  thought  it  desira- 
ble that  they  should  possess  as  full  a  view  as  could  be 
presented  of  the  amount  of  our  claims,  (of  which  I  had 
reason  to  apprehend  that  they  had  not  yet  had  an  ade- 
quate idea,)  and  I  did  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  comply 
with  their  request.  We  therefore  compiled,  from  the 
materials  in  the  office  of  the  legation,  and  chiefly  from 
the  schedules  communicated  to  Congress  from  the  De- 
partment of  State,  a  tabular  statement  of  the  claims, 
(without  any  particular  classification  of  them,  however,) 
framed  in  sucn  a  manner  as  I  thought  best  calculated  to 
answer  the  purpose  in  view,  which  was  sent  to 


>,  with  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  en- 
closed. 

In  my  communication  with  the  members  of  the  com- 
mission, as  well  as  with  the  nunbter,  I  have  not  ceased  to 
urge  all  the  important  considerations  which  call  for  the 
speedy  settlement  of  this  question.  The  state  of  feeling 
existing  here  at  present,  however,  has  imposed  upon  me 
the  necessity  of  preserving  as  muchjdelicacy  in  the  man- 
ner of  my  importunities  as  the  subject  admitted.  Insinu- 
ations have  reached  me,  repeatedly,  that  the  pressure  of 
our  claims  at  the  present  moment,  when  the  finances  of 
France  were  so  much  embarrassed,  and  when  her  safety 
was  so  seriously  threatened  by  enemies  within  and  with- 
out, was  not  reconcilable  with  the  sympathy  we  had  pro- 
fessed in  the  revolution  she  had  just  accomplished,  or 
with  a  proper  sensibility  to  the  services  she  had  ren- 
dered us  in  our  own  revolutionary  struggle.  Objections 
of  this  character  have  been  encountered  in  quarters  where 
there  might  have  been  the  least  reason  to  apprehend 
them. 

In  the  conversations  1  have  had  with  the  members  of  the 
commission,  these  sentiments  have  been  several  time« 
manifested,  and  by  none  more  frequently  than  by  , 

whose  habitual  remark  to  roe  is,  that  **  the  present  mo- 
ment is  not  well  chosen  for  the  settlement  of  this  business." 
After  reminding  him  that  a  delay  of  twenty  years  had 
already  taken  pkce,  and  that  the  late  Government  was  on 
the  point  of  doing  us  justice  when  its  existence  was  ter- 
minated by  the  revolution,  I  have  said  to  him  that  we 
thought  we  had  a  right  to  expect  dispositions  at  least 
equally  just  from  the  present  Government;  and  that  it  was^ 
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in  fact,  the  interest  of  France,  no  less  than  of  the  United 
States,  that  a  question  which,  so  long  as  it  should  remain 
unsettled,  roust  be  a  source  of  heart-bumines  and  dis- 
content, should  be  now  definitively  adjusted,  and  that 
nothing  should  remain  to  obstruct  the  full  exercise  of  those 
friendly  feeling^  which  the  two  nations  cherish  for  each 
other. 

These  and  similar  considerations  have,  I  flatter  myself, 
had  their  proper  influence  on  all  to  whom  I  have  had  oc- 
casion to  address  them,  and  the  matter  is  now  in  a  train 
which  cannot  fail,  I  hope,  to  lead  to  an  adjustment.  My 
hopes  of  this  are  materially  strengthened  by  the  recent 

desigpiiation  by  the  commission  of to  examine  the 

documents  referred  to  them,  and  to  prepare  their  report. 
This  work  had  been  expected  of  their  president,  , 

whose  general  sentiments  towards  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  his  particular  dispositions  on  the  subject  of  the 
claims,  are,  1  have  reason  to  believe,  far  from  being  favor- 
able. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  have  an  ofllicial  in- 
terview with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  since  my 
last  despatch,  though  I  have  had  several  conversations 
with  him  in  occasional  meetings  in  society.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, of  sufficient  importance,  has.  passed  in  those  con- 
versations to  merit  special  communication,  as  he  seems  to 
feel  himself  bound  to  await  the  report  of  the  commission. 

At  this  moment,  an  intense  anxiety  occupies  all  minds 
here  in  regard  to  the  trial  of  the  ex-ministers,  which  is 
now  going  on,  not  only  on  account  of  its  particular  result, 
but  the  effect  which  that  result  may  have  on  the  popular 
feeling.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  will  pass  well,  though 
it  cannot  be  disguised  that  there  is  great  inquietude.  A 
few  days  more  will  terminate  this  painful  suspense,  as  it 
is  understood  that  the  court  of  peers  will  certainly  pro- 
nounce their  judgment  by  the  25th  of  this  month. 

The  journals  which  accompany  this  despatch  will  inform 
you  of  the  important  events  which  have  recently  occur- 
red in  Poland.  Very  few  details  have  reached  Paris,  but 
enough  is  known  to  g^ive  them  a  character  of  great  gra- 
vity, and  to  cause  their  further  progress  to  be  looked  to 
as  likely  to  have  a  most  important  influence  on  the  gene- 
ral state  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
despatch  No.  19,  under  date  of  the  18th  October  last?  and 
remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vak  Buhbit,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Eives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren. 
[No.  60.]  Paeis,  January  18,  1831. 

Sia:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  a  week  or  two  ago, 
your  despatch  No.  21,  enclosing  two  autograph  letters 
from  the  President  to  the  King  of  the  French,  in  answer 
to  letters  received  from  his  Majesty,  announcing,  respec- 
tively, his  accession  to  the  throne,  and  the  death  of  his 
uncle  the  Duke  of  Bourbon.  I  solicited,  through  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  an  audience  of  the  King,  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  these  letters,  which  was  grant- 
ed on  the  14th  mstant. 

I  thought  the  occasion  might  be  usefully  and  properly 
embraced,  to  express  to  the  King  the  sentiments  of  per- 
sonal respect  and  esteem  entertained  by  the  President 
towards  him,  and  the  especial  reliance  which  the  President 
placed  on  the  virtuous  and  distinguished  qualities  of  his 
Majesty,  to  bring  to  a  speedy  and  happy  termination  the 
differences  between  the  two  countries.  I  remarked  to  his 
Majesty  that  the  President  felt  persuaded  that  there  were 
no  two  countries  which,  in  the  natural  state  of  their  rela- 
tions, had  more  motives  to  cultivate  a  cordial  good  under- 
standing with  each  other  than  Prance  and  the  United 
States— motives,  the  force  of  which  had  been  increased 
by  his  Majesty's  accession,  and  by  the  sentiments  of  esteem 


and  affectionate  recollection  vbich  were  ererjf  wim 
cherished  towards  him  in  the  United  Stats;  ind,  ia  pro- 
portion as  the  President  sincerely  partidpikd  io  theie 
sentiments,  he  ardently  desired  that  ereij  gcra  of  dis- 
content which  might  disturb  the  future  brrcic)  cftfae 
two  Governments  should  be  eradicated  frtia  'ks  rtla- 
tions  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  King,  in  reply  to  these  remarks,  reitentriiksen 
timents  he  had  heretofore  expressed  to  me,  inditlemd 
to  the  measures  he  had  taken  with  a  viev  ti  \ir^tt 
differences  between  the  two  countries  to  a  concyc. 
He  said  he  was  sorry  that  the  President  couUnot  b^ 
felt  himself  authorized,  in  Itis  message,  to  usure  Corp 
that  every  thing  had  been  done  witli  that  fiew  vhidiceJi 
have  been  done;  and  then  asked  me  if  the  cmp&a 
was  not  "  in  activity;'*  to  which  inquiry,  dceminf  it  b'> 
to  respond  in  an  indefinite  manner,  the  King  pn)te6i<^ 
to  say  that,  since  reading  the  President's  message,  he  !ai 
«'  remonstrated"  against  all  unnccessar)'  delays  a  •« 
prosecution  of  the  business,  and  assuring  mctUtci'^ 
thing  should  be  done  on  his  part  to  bring  it  tottetf^ 
liest  termination,  notwithstanding  the  dlsistrous  *.tj.  f 
their  finances.  He  concluded  the  interview  by  rtq^ft 
me  to  thank  the  President  for  the  handsome  to  tetjd 
said  of  their  revolution  in  his  message,  and  forilx  i-xKJr 
sentiments  towards  himself  which  bad  just  bw":'^^ 
by  mc  in  the  name  of  the  President.  .  . 

The  day  after  my  audience  with  theCsftliati^^^ 

note  from ,  a  copy  of  whid  is  ealtt^- j^^ 

which, 
himbythi 

monstrances"  of  the  King.    

day  that  I  received .• — 's  note,  1  bad » cwvcf^j; 

also,  with  the  minister,  in  which  he  ««'«<^^^'*^^ 
commission  was  actively  prosecuting  its  W»"»  *^  "^ 
soon  as  its  report  was  made,  he  would  enter  tiF - 
subject  with  me,  in  the  sincere  wishtobnngittoMn-. 
and  friendly  conclusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  serwA'- 
\y.  C.  W^^'- 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Yak  Bubsk, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr,  Riv^  to  Mr.  Van  Buttn- 

[No.  61.]  Pi«ii.J»««^''^^^^-^ 

Sin:  Not  having  yet  received  a  neffc^lp^«^*J^^^ 
the  want  of  such  a  one,  adapted  to  "^J.     ^^^^j  • 
vernment  here,  might  give  rise  to  **°»"'^^^j^  ;.,••, 
the  conclusion  of  an  arrangement  by  freatj,     .^^.j 
cularly  if  special  commissioners  should  be  »pp  ^. 
treat  with  me,  as  it  is  possible,  af^er the pr^enj:. 
the  report  of  the  commission,  there  may  be,     ?.  . 
to  recall  this  circumstance  to  your  recollection. 
sirable  that  the  new  "full  power*' should  be aj^^^^. 
bensiveas  the  one  furnished  nie  on  my  dept  _^  ^ . 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  should  be  sen. 
the  least  possible  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 


With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  serrsrii, 


W.  c. 


i\si' 


To  the  Hon.  M.  Vxir  Buben, 

Secretary  of  State. 


son  or  persons  authorized  by  his  MostCbr^  j^i 


being  furnished  with  like  power  and  *'J***"^;jrtctvi 
him  or  them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  *"y^^L  rf  i 
concerning  the  claims  to  indemnity  ofciw 
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United  States  on  tlie  Government  of  France,  op  of  sub- 
jects of  France  on  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  concerning  the  general  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  its  dominions  or  dependencies, 
and  of  all  matters  and  subjects  connected  therewith, 
which  may  be  interesting  to  the  two  nations;  and  to  con- 
clude and  sign  a  treaty  op  treaties,"  8cc.  &c. 


Mr,  Hives  to  Mr,  Flan  Buren. 
\So,  62.]  Pakis,  February  8,  1831. 

Sin:  Being  convinced,  from  my  communications  with 

,  that  the  researches  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and 

the  views  he  was  preparing  to  present  of  our  claims, 
were  of  much  importance,  and  calculated  to  enforce  upon 
his  Government,  both  in  point  of  justice  and  policy,  the 
obligation  of  discharging  them,  I  thought  it  best,  during 
tlie  progress  of  his  labors,  to  abstain  from  any  measure 
which  might  injuriously  precipitate  the  presentation  of 
Ills  report;  intending,  so  soon  as  he  should  be  ready  to 
make  liis  report  to  the  commission,  to  review  my  pressure 
upon  the  minister,  with  a  view  to  accelerate  the  action  of 

the  commission  when  the  work  of should  be  before 

them. 

On  the  30th  ult.,  I  learnt  from  ■■■  that  his  report 
was  nearly  finished,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  to  the 
president  of  the  commission,  and  that  the  commission 
had  been,  in  consequence,  convoked  for  the  first  day  of 
this  month  to  receive  it.  On  the  following  day,  there- 
fore, I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  and  in  which,  as  you  will 
perceive,  I  urged  upon  him  with  earnestness  the  neces- 
sity of  advancing  towards  a  final  adjustment  of  the 
subject. 

Having  received  no  answer  to  this  note,  I  went  yester- 
day to  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inqtiiring  of  Baron  Deffandis,  the  directcur,  whe- 
ther my  note  had  been  received,  and  to  make  use  of  the 
occasion  to  present  such  observations  as  I  might  think 
best  calculated  to  awaken  the  attention,  and  stimulate  the 
speed  of  the  department.  Baron  Deffandis  being  de- 
tained from  his  bureau  by  sickness,  I  asked  to  see  the 
soiis-directeur,  who  informed  me  that  an  answer  to  my 
note  had  been  drawn  in  the  bureau  several  days  ago,  but 
ihat  the  minister  had  been  so  much  occupied  with  other 
pressing  affairs  that  he  had  not  signed  it.  The  purpopt 
3f  the  answer,  he  told  me,  was  to  inform  me  that  the 
:ommission  had  not  yet  made  their  report,  that  they  were 
low  busily  engaged  in  preparing  it,  and  as  soon  as  it  was 
presented  to  the  minister,  as  it  was  expected  to  be  in  a 
►'cry  short  time,  he  would  enter  into  a  communication 
A'ith  me  on  the  subject. 

I  remarked  to  the  sous-directeur  that  great  and  very 
unexpected  delay  had  already  taken  place;  that  the  back- 
vardncss  of  the  new  Government  of  France  in  the  adjust- 
nent  of  claims  for  which  its  responsibility  could  no  longer 
)c  denied,  had  created  much  disappointment  in  the 
Jnlted  States,  and  was  calculated  to  have  a  very  preju- 
licial  influence  on  the  relations  of  the  two  countries;  and 
hat,  however  much  the  attention  of  the  minister  might 
)c  occupied  with  other  affairs,  there  was  no  object  which 
nore  nearly  concerned  the  true  interests  of  France,  than 
o  conciliate,  by  an  act  of  justice,  the  United  States, 
vhose  commerce  at  all  times,  and  whose  friendship  in 
lie  event  of  war,  were  resources  of  such  incalculable 
alue  to  her.  The  sous-directeur  told  me  that  be  should 
ee  the  minister  in  the  evening;  that  he  would  communi- 
ate  to  him  the  observations  I  had  made,  and  sug^st  to 
,im  to  address  a  note  to  the  president  of  the  commission, 
irglng  the  necessity  of  their  making  their  report  as 
pecdily  as  possible.         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Yak  Bukkf,  Searelary  of  State, 


Paus,  January  31,  1831. 

The  undersigfned,  presuming  that  ample  time  has  been 
afforded  for  a  full  examination  of  the  reclamations  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  its  citizens, 
to  which  the  undersigned  has  had  the  honor  of  earnestly 
calling  the  attention  of  his  excellency  Count  Sebastiam, 
and  the  final  adjustment  of  which  it  is  so  important  to  the 
harmony  and  g^ood  understanding  of  the  two  Governments 
should  be  no  longer  delayed,  requests  the  honor  of  a  con- 
ference with  his  excellencr^  on  that  subject  at  as  early  a 
day  as  may  suit  his  convenience. 

He  prays  his  excellency  to  accept  the  renewed  assur^ 
ances  of  his  distinguished  connderation. 

W.  C.  R. 

To  his  excellency  Couht  Ssbastiaki, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mr,  Bives  to  Mr*  Van  Buren. 
[No.  63.]  Pabis,  February  18,  183L 

Sib:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  an* 
swer  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  AffiEdrs' (received  the  day 
after  the  date  of  m^  despatch)  to  the  note  I  addressed  to 
him  on  the  31st  ultimo. 

The  commission  have  not  yet  made  their  report  to  the 
minister.  They  were  to  have  met  on  Monday,  the  14th 
instant,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  their  deliberations 
on  ^— .— »8  report;  but  one  or  two  of  the  members  be- 
ing absent,  in  consequence  of  the  agitations  which  took 
place  here  on  that  day,  those  who  attended  did  nothings 
and  adjourned  the  meeting  to  Monday,  the  2l8t. 

From  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  of *s  re- 
port, it  is  favorable  throughout  to  the  principle  of  our 
claims.  It  excludes,  however,  the  claims  of  American 
citizens  in  the  nature  of  debt,  or  of  supplies,  as  being 
alien  to  the  general  scope  of  the  controversy  between  the 
two  Governments,  and  also  American  claims  of  every  de- 
scription originating  previous  to  the  date  of  the  Louisiana 
arrangement  in  1803,  which  has  been  invariably  alleged 
by  this  Government  to  be  in  full  satisfiiction  of  all  claims 
then  existing.  It  also  assumes  the  ori^nal  cost  of  the 
shipments,  and  not  their  enhanced  value,  actual  or  specu- 
lative, in  the  markets  of  Europe,  to  be  the  fair  average 
measure  of  compensation  in  a  political  transaction  like 
the  one  in  view.  It  sets,  I  understand,  in  a  strong  light, 
the  atrocious  character  of  the  acts  of  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment towards  the  United  States,  and  enforces  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  Government  of  France  to  indemnify  our 
citizens  for  the  wrongs  they  sustained  by  those  acts,  whe- 
ther committed  under  the  sanction  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  or  by  virtue  of  other  orders  and  proceedings  leas 
formal  and  regular  in  their  character.  On  these  points, 
however,  it  does  not,  I  hear,  meet  with  a  thorough  ac- 
quiescence on  the  part  of  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  g^eat  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  Mabtis  Vabt  Bubek, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[TBAXSLATIOir.] 

Pabis,  February  6,  1831. 

Sib:  I  have  received  the  note  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  address  to  me  yesterday,  and  in  which  you  ex- 
press a  ilesire  to  have  an  interview  with  me  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  claims  which  you  are  charged  to  urge  near  the 
Government  of  the  King. 

I  shall  always  be  very  ready,  sir,  to  confer  with  you 
upon  this  important  subject;  but  the  commission  to  which 
the  care  of  examining  it  has  been  confided,  has  not  yet 
terminated  its  labors. 
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It  was  only  within  the  last  few  days  that  the  commis- 
sion was  to  have  heard  its  reporter;  and  its  opinion  will, 
without  doubt,  be  soon  addressed  to  me.  It  is  only  after 
having  received  that  opinion  that  I  shall  be  naturally  able 
to  form  my  own  opinion  on  the  subject  in  question,  and  to 
confer  upon  it  with  you  in  a  manner  calculated  to  bring 
the  negotiation  to  the  final  adjustment  which  the  two  Go- 
yernments  have  mutually  so  much  at  heart. 

As  soon  as  the  communication,  which  I  expect,  shall 

have  been  received,  I  will  hasten  to  inform  you  of  it,  and 

to  indicate  the  day  and  hour  for  a  conference. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  consideration,  sir. 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 
HORACE  SEBASTIANI. 
To  Mr.  Rites, 

Minister  of  the  United  States. 


Mr,  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Burtn* 

[No.  64.]  Paris,  March  10,  1831. 

Sir:  Having  recently  obtained  a  copy  of  the  enclosed 
document,  it  has  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  so  much  import- 
ance, particularly  for  the  light  it  sheds  on  the  real  state 
of  my  negotiations  with  the  late  Government  at  the  period 
of  its  fall,  that  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate 
it  to  you.  It  b  the  report  presented  by  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  to  the  King,  in  the  month  of  October  last, 
on  the  subject  of  our  reclamations,  and  proposing  the  re- 
newal of  the  negotiation  with  me.  It  was  prepared  by 
Baron  Deifandis,  the  directeur  of  that  division  of  the  De- 
partment of  Foreign  Affairs  in  which  the  United  States 
are  comprehended,  and  who,  in  the  same  quality,  you 
will  recollect,  had  the  management  of  the  correspondence, 
and,  in  a  great  par^  of  the  negotiations  with  me  under 
the  ministry  of  Monsieur  Folignac. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  document,  that  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  me  in  my  despatch  of  the  39th  of  July  last, 
that  I  should  have  been  able,  in  some  short  time,  to  have 
effected  a  settlement  of  this  long  pending  and  disagreeable 
subject  with  the  late  Government,  but  for  its  sudden  and 
unexpected  overthrow,  did  not  rest  on  slight  grounds. 
The  report  shows  that  the  great  obstacle  of  the  Louisiana 
(question,  which  had  defeated  all  prior  attempts  at  nego- 
tiation, had  been  successfully  removed;  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Bourbons  had  become  convinced  that  the 
ground  heretofore  taken  of  irresponsibility  for  the  wrongs 
of  the  Imperial  Government  could  not  be  maintained;  and 
that  they  had,  in  fact,  made  up  their  minds  (without 
negativing  the  others)  to  expressly  admit  five  important 
classes  of  our  reclamations,  comprehending  condemna- 
tions (heretofore  deemed  altogether  desperate)  as  well 
as  sequestrations. 

To  appreciate  the  true  extent  and  importance  of  these 
admissions,  it  will  be  necessary  to  turn  to  the  projet  of  a 
treaty,  communicated  with  my  despatch  No.  16,  under 
date  of  February  25th,  1830,  which  is  referred  to  by  the 
report  as  classing  our  reclamations  into  nine  general  cate- 
gories. The  second  article  of  the  projet,  which  relates 
exclusively  to  condemnations,  consists,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, of  six  numbered  subdivisions.  In  order  to  make 
out  the  nine  categories  of  which  the  report  speaks,  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  they  have  also  subdivided  the  first  arti- 
cle, so  as  to  make  three  additional  categories  of  it,  of 
which  the  first  category  would  be  sequestrations,  where 
the  property  "had  not  been  definitively  condemned  by 
the  Council  of  Prizes;"  the  second,  «« vessels  destroyed 
at  sea;"  and  the  third,  "supplies." 

The  categories,  therefore,  which  the  late  Government 
had  already  determined  to  admit,  were  the  first  and  se- 
cond of  the  first  article  of  the  projet,  and  the  fifth  of  the 
second  article,  upon  the  examination  made  by  the  com- 
mission of  liquidation  of  foreign  claims;  and  the  third  of 


the  first  article,  and  the  fourth  of  the  second  article,  upoo 
the  supplemental  examination  made  by  the  Depirtiseot 
of  Foreign  Affairs. 

As  to  the  vague  and  conjectural  estimate  viiklitite  re* 
port  attempts,  without  the  ud  of  sufficient  diU,\s  make 
of  the  amount  embraced  by  some  of  the  categniaikit' 
ted,  it  is  obviously  incorrect.  That,  however,  bj^^ 
ther  immaterial,  as  the  respective  categories  bai  id- 
mitted  on  principle,  they  would,  of  counetCimifait' 
ever  amount  the  principle  could  be  shown  to  flsbatei 
and  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  object  in  view,  nk 
the  late  Government,  was  not  a  transactioQoiixiffi 
round  sum,  but  a  settlement  of  principles,  vmia^^ 
which  a  mixed  commission  was  to  decide  upon  the  cbiK 
presented,  and  to  determine  the  amoaot  tobepild.  i 
correct  analysis  of  the  claims  shows  Ihit  tbe  categaa 
admitted  by  the  late  Government  embrace,  under  (k 
head  or  another,  almost  the  whole  mass  of  rediBntw* 
The  first  category  of  the  first  article  of  tbe  projet  lise 
(the  amount  embraced  by  which,  the  report  aippweoi 
to  be  considerable)  comprehends,  in  &ct,  more  to  ok- 
half  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  claims,  as  wU  be «« 
by  reference  to  the  cUissification  of  tbcdaifflscoDtiawi 
in  my  original  instrucUons,  where  thecategBTM^* 
tion  is  represented  by  part  first  of  the  fifth  cl» 

With  the  extensive  ground  thus  wuKd^J^^ 
dispositions  produced  by  the  appeals  lhid»tf»J"J 
dressed  to  their  commercial  apprehenW.fr^"' 
of  which,  together  with  that  of  other  «B«le«h»^°»* 
ployed  by  me,  you  will  doubdess  trace  in  b^^^ 
the  report,  sometimes  in  the  identical  reproducMoa^ 
topics  I  had  urged  to  them,)  there  »snora»nto»|P 
that  any  questions  which  might  have  remained  »«"•"* 


opposed  an  obstacle  to  a  final  adjustracot.  ,^ 

The  concluding  part  of  the  report  cxprcaiy»w^^;^ 

the  negotiation  now  pending  with  the  ^^"^^TZ  • 

of  France  reposes  on  the  ground  conqocrca  ii^ 


last;  and  whatever  new  hopes  may  have  becnj« 
by  our  citizens,  from  the  chanee  of  '^^ff  Jf jj^tbis? 
day's  observation  convinces  me  the  more  ajM  _j,  ^^ 
shall   be   ultimately  done  towards  the  f«^,  ^^g 
wrongs,  it  will  be  the  result  of  the  progress  irai* 
the  late  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obediV«^«^j|j^.^5 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Yak  Bcrsk, 

Secretary  ofStaU- 

P.  S.     You  will  perceive  that  the  r«*J^^,K:i>i! 
arrangement  of  the  packets,  ''J^'";^^"'^^^ 
twice  instead  of  thrice  a  month,  nas  occi* 
interval  than  usual  between  my  despatches. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Bka  io  ^-  '''^  ^ 
[No.  67.]  ?AUis, Man^^"^'^^ I 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  the  Minist^^l^^^J 
Affairs  that  the  commission  were  to  mate  iK'r  p^  , 
Monday,  the  21st  instant,  I  addressed  a  notci" -,. 
the  25d,  asking  an  interview,  which  took  pi»  >  j^ 
appointment,  on  the  26th.  1  soon  fo»i"°' "?  Le'lt;^ 
my  conversation  with  him,  that  the  report  bad  no  .^^^j, 
made,  and  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  fl»^^  f\t,'s* 
ference  of  a  useful  character  on  the  subject  o 
mations.  .  ^^.«s- 

I  reminded  him  how  many  unexpected  dewjs^jj.^ 
tion  had  already  met  with  since  the  cstobliso««^,.  h 
present  Government;  that,  when  his  Majesty  c*^^^ (^.} 
throne,  a  universal  and  confident  cxpecttuoiv^^;^ 
in  the  United  SUtes  that  justice  would  be  ^^ 
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done  to  our  reclamations;  that  nine  months  had  now  elaps- 
ed, and  we  were  not  so  far  advanced  as  under  the  late 
Government;  that  the  commission,  which  had  been  an- 
nounced to  me  as  a  means  of  accelerating  the  business, 
had  been  an  obstacle;  that  these  disappointments  could 
not  but  exercise  a  very  unfavorable  influence  upon  the 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  which  were  already,  in  fact, 
far  from  being  satisfactory,  and  which  it  was  no  less  the 
interest  of  France  than  of  the  United  States  to  establish 
upon  a  different  footing. 

To  these  remarks  he  replied,  that,  in  matters  of  a  liti- 
gated character,  (contentieux,)  it  had  been  always  the 
usage  in  France  to  form  a  commission  for  a  preliminary 
examination  of  them;  that  the  investigations  of  the  com* 
mission,  in  the  present  instance,  had  been  necessarily  long; 
that  their  report  was  probably  now  signed,  and,  as  soon 
as  it  was  presented  to  him,  he  would  enter  upon  an  exa- 
mination of  the  subject  himself,  and  that,  <<  in  the  course 
of  a  month,  it  should  be  terminated." 

Since  my  interview  with  the  minister,  the  report  of  the 
commission,  at  least  upon  the  most  important  of  the  ques- 
tions submitted  to  them,  has  been  made,  and  was  put  into 
his  possession,  I  learn,  on  the  28th  instant.  It  presents 
the  opinions,  I  understand,  of  both  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority of  the  commission,  (as  I  mentioned  to  you,  in  my 
last  despatch,  that  I  had  heard  it  was  proposed  to  do, )  the 
majority  consisting  of  four,  including  the  president  of  the 
sammission — the  minority  of  only  two. 

From  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  of  these  opinions, 
that  of  the  majority  is  of  a  character  calculated  to  excite 
nuch  surprise.  They  undertake,  I  understand,  to  defend 
the  general  system  of  measures  adopted  by  the  Imperial 
Government,  comprehending  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
:rees,  as  well  as  the  Rambouillet  and  other  special  decrees, 
is  being  justified,  on  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations, 
:>y  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  on  the  one  hand, 
ind  that  of  the  American  Government  on  the  other.  As- 
suming the  general  legality  of  this  system  of  measures, 
they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  redress  is  due  for  cases 
in  which  there  was  a  regular  application  of  it;  but  that,  in 
^ases  Mihere  it  was  abusively  or  irregularly  applied,  in- 
lemnity  may  be  demanded.  The  result  of  this  view  is, 
Lhat  they  consider  only  three  categories  of  claims  as  ad- 
naissible,  to  wit:  vessels  burnt  at  sea;  captures  made  afler 
the  1st  of  November,  1810,  the  period  fixed  for  the  re- 
port of  the  decrees;  and  cases  in  which  the  decrees  may 
tiave  been  applied  retrospectively. 

The  minority  of  the  commission,  (who  are  understood 
to  be  ■  and ,)  considering  this  whole  sys- 

tem of  measures  as  violating  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
lations,  as  well  as  the  provisions  of  the  convention  of  1801, 
jntil  the  period  of  its  expiration,  recognbe  our  claim  to 
ndemnity  in  all  cases  where  it  was  applied,  whether  regu- 
larly or  irregularly,  to  a  fair  and  lima  fide  commerce. 
3oth  branches  of  the  commission  have,  1  understand,  in- 
iicated  the  sum  which  they  supposed  to  be  fairly  demand- 
ible  by  the  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  as 
»umed  in  their  respective  opinions;  the  majority  between 
en  and  fifteen  millions  of  francs,  the  minority  about  thirty 
nillions  of  francs. 

They  have  made  a  distinct  report  on  the  Louisiana  ques- 
ion,  in  which  they  all  concur  in  affirming  the  correctness 
)f  the  French  construction  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
reaty  of  cession,  and  express,  at  the  same  time,  the  opin- 
on  that  xery  little  advantage  would  accrue  to  France 
rom  the  suggested  reduction  of  the  duties  on  wine.  They 
lave  not  yet  made  their  report  on  the  claims  of  Frenco 
;ubjects  against  the  United  States,  although  it  is  expected 
o  be  made  in  a  very  few  days. 

The  character  of  these  proceeding's  will  serve  to  show 
n  what  little  favor  our  reclamations  are  with  France,  and 
he  extent  of  the  difficulties  that  remain  to  be  overcome 
II  the  settlement  of  this  troublesome  question. 


Mr,  Rives  to  Mr.  Pan  JBuren. 
[No.  69.]  Paris,  Ajnil  14, 1831. 

Stn:  Ceunt  Sebastiani  having  promised,  in  the  interview 
I  had  with  him  on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  give  his  early  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  our  reclamations,  I  sought  and  ob- 
tained, on  the  4th  instant,  another  interview  with  him,  in 
the  hope  of  commencing,  seriously,  the  work  of  negotia- 
tion. I  found  him,  however,  still  unprepared  to  enter 
into  any  useful  discussion.  He  had  read,  he  said,  the  re- 
ports of  the  commission,  in  part  only,  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, express  any  precise  views  on  the  questions  in  dispute. 
He  added,  however,  that  he  had  gone  far  enough  in  the 
examination  to  see  that  our  claims  were  greatly  exagge- 
rated; and,  on  the  question  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  he  said  the  interpretation  of  it  by  the 
French  Government  was  so  clear  and  incontestable,  that 
he  was  much  surprised  that  the  American  Government 
had  ever  insisted  on  a  different  construction. 

I  replied  that,in  regard  to  the  amount  of  our  claims,how- 
ever  large  it  might  appear  to  him  to  be,  the  fact  was  well 
known,  and  vouchea  by  the  public  history  of  the  times, 
that  the  commerce  and  property  of  American  citizens  had 
been  subjected  to  the  most  enormous  violations  by  the  acts 
of  the  Imperial  Government;  that  while,  on  the  one  hand, 
I  could  not  undertake  to  say  that  every  claim  contained  in 
the  tables  I  had  communicated  to  the  commission  was  well 
founded  or  accurately  stated,  yet,  on  the  other,  1  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  there  were  claims  of  considerable 
amount  and  indisputable  justice,  which  those  tables  did  not 
embrace;  and  that,  as  he  had  already  expressed  to  me  the 
desire  of  the  French  Government  to  adjust  the  subject  by 
a  transaction,  a  desire  which  my  Government  was  willing 
to  meet  in  a  friendly  and  equitable  spirit,  I  awaited  some 
specific  proposition  from  him  to  that  end.  With  respect 
to  the  Louisiana  question,  I  told  him  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  after  the  most  mature  and  careful 
examination,  was  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  correctness 
of  the  interpretation  for  which  it  contended;  that  it  was 
altogether  useless  to  enter  ag^ain  into  a  discussion  of  it,  as 
the  arguments  on  both  sides  had  been  fully  insisted  on  in 
the  correspondence  between  Monsieur  Polignac  and  my- 
self, which  I  invited  him  to  read;  that  we  had  never  been 
able  to  see  the  propriety  of  connecting  a  litigated  question 
of  that  character  with  the  consideration  of  indemnities  due 
to  our  citizens  for  violent  and  indisputable  wrongs;  and 
that  Uie  Government  of  the  United  States  relied  on  the 
candor  and  good  faith  of  the  present  Giovernment  of  France 
to  put  aside  all  obstacles  derived  from  an  extrinsic  and  ir- 
relevant controversy,  which  the  United  States  had,  more- 
over, proposed  to  settle  by  the  fair  and  usual  mode  of  a 
reference  to  the  decision  of  impartial  and  enlightened  ar- 
biters. 

In  answer  to  these  observations,  the  minister  gave  me 
to  understand  that  he  could  not  make  any  specific  offer, 
with  a  view  to  a  transaction,  till  he  had  the  sanction  of  the 
council,  before  whom  he  proposed  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject. In  regard  to  the  Louisiana  question,  af^er  repeat- 
ing his  conviction  of  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  he  said  that,  in  what  seem- 
ed to  them  so  plain  a  case,  the  Government  of  France 
could  not  recognise  the  propriety  of  submitting  its  rights 
to  the  opinion  of  any  third  party.  His  declarations  on  this 
point  were  of  so  positive  a  character  as  to  preclude  all 
hope  of  settling  the  question  otherwise  than  by  means  of 
the  proposition  made  to  Monsieur  Polignac  on  the  20th 
May  last;  and  the  success  of  that,  I  fear,  is  likely  to  be 
counteracted  by  the  opinion  which  the  commission  is  un- 
derstood to  have  expressed  as  to  the  little  advantage  that 
France  would  derive  from  the  diminution  of  the  duties  on 
its  wines  in  the  United  States.  The  interview  terminated 
with  a  renewed  promise  on  the  part  of  the  minister  to  oc- 
cupy himself  diligently  with  the  subject  of  the  negotiation, 
and  to  bring  it  to  a  close  as  speedily  as  possible. 
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On  the  9th  instant,  I  had  another  interriew  with  him, 
but  without  any  profitable  result,  or  the  occurrence  of 
any  thing  which  deserves  to  be  made  the  subject  of  special 
communication.  He  said  that  the  pressure  of  other  du- 
ties upon  him  had  prevented  him  from  making  any  pro- 
gress in  his  investi^tion  since  our  last  interview;  that  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  would  be  dissolved  in  the  course  of 
a  week,  and  that  he  would  then  be  enabled  to  give  more 
of  his  attention  to  our  negotiation,  the  importance  of 
which,  to  both  countries,  he  properly  estimated,  and 
which  he  felt  every  disposition  to  bring  to  an  early  con- 
clusion. 

The  report  of  the  commission  on  the  claims  of  French 
subjects  against  the  United  States,  has  not,  I  understand, 
been  yet  made. 

In  my  last  despatch,  I  stated  that,  from  what  I  had  been 
able  to  learn  of  the  opinion  of  the  majority  (consistinpf  of 
two-thirds^  of  the  commission,  they  had  indicated  between 
ten  and  fifteen  millions  of  francs  as  the  amount  of  indem- 
nities demandable  by  the  United  States.  Information  since 
received,  upon  which  I  can  rely,  fixes  ten  millions  of 
francs  as  the  precise  sum  indicated  by  them.  The  same 
authority  confirms  my  original  statement  as  to  the  sum 
indicated  by  the  two  dissentient  members  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

Nothing  has  occurred  since  my  last  despatch  to  form  any 
exception  to  the  tranquillity  which  then  characterized  the 
internal  condition  of  France.  So  far,  the  measure  and 
policy  of  the  new  ministry  appear  to  have  been  attended 
with  a  flattering  success. 

The  news  of  the  recent  successes  of  the  Poles,  of 
which  you  will  find  ample  details  in  the  accompanying 
journals,  together  with  the  simultaneous  occurrence  of 
an  extensive  insurrection  in  the  province  of  Lithuania, 
has  given  new  hopes  to  the  friends  of  that  heroic  and  de- 
voted people. 

The  state  of  Europe,  in  other  respects,  has  undergone 
no  material  alteration  since  my  last  despatch,  though  ap- 
pearances are  somewhat  more  favorable  in  regard  to  the 
preservation  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
despatches  Nos.  28,  29,  and  30, 

And  remain,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

w.e.mvEs. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vakt  Durett, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Rives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren, 
[No.  rO.]  Pabis,  Apnl2B,  1831. 

Sir:  On  the  16th  instant,  I  again  had  an  interview  with 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  AflTairs,  in  which  I  pressed  the 
necessity  of  making  some  specific  proposition,  on  his 
part,  with  a  view  to  bringing  our  discussions  to  a  practi- 
cal issue.  He  said  I  must  indulge  him  till  the  proroga. 
tion  of  the  Chambers,  which  was  to  take  place  certainly 
on  the  following  Wednesday,  the  20th  instant;  when,  be- 
ing relieved  of  a  portion  of  his  burdensome  duties,  he 
would  turn  his  attention  earnestly  to  our  aflTairs,  with  the 
sincere  purpose  of  bringing  them  to  a  conclusion. 

I  remarked  to  him  that  I  hoped  he  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  great  importance  of  a  speedy  settlement  of  this 
controversy  to  France  as  well  as  to  the  United  States; 
that,  however  pressing  other  questions  might  be,  there 
was  none,  1  believed,  of  more  real  importance  to  France 
than  one  on  which  depended  the  preservation  of  friendly 
relations  with  the  United  States;  that  it  was  impossible 
that  the  relations  between  the  two  countries  could  much 
longer  remain  in  the  equivocal  state  into  which  they  had 
been  brought  by  the  continued  postponement  of  our  just 
reclamations;  that  I  had  been  instnicted  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject to  a  definitive  conclusion,  one  way  or  the  other;  and 


that,  however  much  the  Government  of  tke  United  States 
desired  such  a  result,  as  conforfning*  to  the  dictates  of  jits' 
tice,  and  would  be  the  means  of  conaolidatiogtbefnendship 
of  the  two  countries,  it  believed   that  a  dedRrc  resal^ 
whatever  might  be  its  nature,  was  now  impcnoQ<lf  called 
for  by  the  character  and  dignity  of  both  Gorwieuts. 

After  an  earnest  conversation  of  an  boor,  in  vtiifih  I 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  minister,  under  nroas 
points  of  view,  and  by  the  exhibition  of  details,  tbepnt 
importance  to  France  of  friendly  connexiona  viih  *te 
United  States,  while  he,  not  denying^  the  justness  of  tbse 
views,  spoke  of  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  all  money  qcfs- 
tions  in  a  representative  Government,  increased,  in  ^bt 
present  instance,  by  the  almost  unanimous  report  of  tbe 
commission,  (points  on  which  I  addressed  to  him,  in  re- 
ply, the  observations  which  seemed  to  me  appropmtf/ 
the  interview  terminated  with  the  repetition,  by  tiie  rj- 
nister,  of  the  promise  he  had  already  made,  tha^  i/tsr 
laying  the  subject,  at  an  early  day,  before  the  cocacil,  U 
would  make  me  a  specific  proposition. 

Having  already  experienced  the  uncertainty  of  the« 
promises,  and  knowing  that,  in  the  habits  of  Frendi  C:- 
plomacy,  no  great  importance  is  attached  to  rerioi  <xs> 
munications,  I  determined  to  make  a  more  fivimi  sppt^ 
to  the  attention  of  the  Government,  in  wrUiBf.    This 
appeared  to  me  the  more  necessary,  as  Moameor  Desfka- 
dts,  the  directeur  of  the  second  divisioR  of  tfie  Depart- 
ment of  Foreign  AflTairs,  in  a  conversttion  I  soo^t  with 
him,  intimated  to  me  that,  altliough  the  nauriuer  bad  pro- 
posed a  transaction  en  bloc,  it  could  be  arrived  ax  re^bi^ 
only  by  a  previous  discussion  on  the  several  categories  & 
claims  contained  in  the  projet  of  a  treaty  ar^;im]h  scb> 
mitted  by  me.     The  most  eflTcctual  means  of  cutting  of 
this  discussion,  now  become  useless  for  all  purpcset  bin 
those  of  delay,  seemed  to  be  to  place  on  record  the  {^ro 
position  for  a  transaction  en  bloe^  which  had,  with  th« 
consent  of  both  parties,   put  aside  the  <»-tgTRil  projet. 
On  the  21st  instant,  the  day  after  the  prorogation  of  tk 
Chambers,  therefore,  I  addressed  to  the  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  in  vhkh, 
after  urging  the  necessity  of  a  definitiTe  adjustoBeot  of  du 
subject,  by  a  combined  appeal  to  the  interests,  tbe  honc'r. 
and  the  good  feelings  or  France,  I  stated  formally  tbe 
assent  of  the  United  States  to  the  wish  which  he  bad  ex- 
pressed for  closing  the  affair  by  a  traosKfiao  at  ^kc, 
and  called  upon  him  to  make  mc  a  specXe  propo^tioB 
witli  a  view  to  thst  result. 

Meeting  with  him  two  days  after  the  p!rcsen\aVion  of 
this  note,  I  proposed  to  call  upon  him  the  foWowm^  ^> 
to  receive  his  proposition;  but  he  requested  mc  to  potf- 
pone  my  call  two  days  more,  to  the  26th  instant,  wbeo  1^^ 
hoped  to  be  able  to  make  me  an  offer.  On  that  day,  ac- 
cordingly, I  waited  upon  him,  and  found  Monsaeur  Dc(^ 
fandis  with  him,  who  remained  during  the  whole  c/  ii^ 
interview. 

The  minister  commenced  the  conversation  bv  st»*  n; 
that  he  felt  a  sincere  desire  to  see  the  two  countries  tr-f 
ed  in  the  bonds  of  the  closest  friendship;  that  tbe  or/ 
mode  of  attaining  this  result  was,  by  a  simultaneoiis  i- 
justment  of  all  differences  by  one  and  the  same  tran^^c 
tion;  that  France  had  her  complaints  :»  well  as  tlie  Vb:-- 
States;  that  she  had  been  deprived  of  most  valuable  rr. 
vileges  secured  to  her  navigation  by  the  eighth  artic>  v> 
the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana,  and  the  propositki!i  ^  -' 
was  about  to  make  to  me  contemplated  the  paymrt::  t-] 
France  of  such  a  sum  as  might  appear  to  be  fairh-  c^  « 
the  United  States,  after  balancing>  against  our  r«i?5?"-»- 
tions  the  value,  both  past  and  prospective,  of  brf  rz^*-^ 
under  the  Louisiana  treaty. 

I  remarked  that  the  Government  of  the  Unis^  ^'  »*« 
would  never  consent  to  any  reduction  from  tbe  ^^i"**- 
table  claims  of  its  citizens  on  account  of  tted'^p'An^ 
and,  as  it  is  bcl  eved,  wholly  unfounded  pitlCMsw  t 
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Prance  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty; 
that  there  was  no  proper  connexion  between  the  two 
subjects;  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  how- 
ever, while  it  was  firmly  and  irrevocably  determined  ne- 
ver to  admit  any  abatement  of  the  just  demands  of  its 
citizens  on  account  of  the  pretension  in  question,  had  aU 
ready,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  friendly  liberality, 
proposed  a  choice  of  two  distinct  bases  for  its  arrange- 
ment; one  of  which,  in  fact,  had  been  acceded  to  by  the 
late  Government. 

Monsieur  DeiTandis  here  interposed,  by  observing  that 
ilthough  the  late  Government  bad  given  its  assent  to  the 
bases  referred  to,  yet  it  had  been  done  in  a  confidential 
::orrespondence,  which  did  not  carry  with  it  an  absolute 
obligation. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  this  topic,  which 
amounted  to  very  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  what 
tiad  been  said  in  former  conferences.  Count  Sebastiani, 
referring  to  the  report  made  by  the  commission,  said,  that 
lotwithstanding  the  great  weight  due  to  that  report,  his 
Majesty's  Government,  in  its  sincere  desire  to  give  sutis- 
action  to  the  United  States,  had  determined  not  to  limit 
tself  to  the  sum  indicated  by  the  commission,  but,  in  a 
ipipit  of  signal  good  faith,  (avec  une  bonne  foi  extreme,) 
lad  authorized  him  to  propose  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions 
>f  francs  as  a  definitive  adjustment  of  all  the  subjects  in 
lontroversy  between  the  two  countries. 

I  replied  to  him  that  I  was  altogether  astonished  at  such 
.  proposition;  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
nstead  of  seeing  in  it  an  evidence  of  good  faith,  could  re- 
j-ard  it  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  mockery,  and  equivalent 
o  an  absolute  refusal  of  justice;  that  if  it  was  to  be  con- 
iclercd  as  a  definitive  proposition  on  the  part  of  France,  1 
lad  only  to  say  that  the  negotiation  was  at  an  end,  and 
hat  it  would  be  for  each  Government  to  recur  to  its 
ights,  and  its  sense  of  its  own  dignity  and  honor. 

He  protested  that  the  French  Government  tliought  it 
ar  from  being  an  unreasonable  offer,  and  that  I  must  re- 
lect  upon  it. 

1  replied  that  such  a  proposition  did  not  require  a  mo- 
nent's  refiection;  that  it  was  not  only  unreasonable,  but 
lerisory;  and  that  no  other  answer  could  be  given  to  it 
han  that  which  I  liad  already  expressed. 

In  the  course  of  this  intervievir,  which  continued  more 
han  an  hour,  many  incidental  points,  such  as  the  alleged 
exaggeration  of  the  amount  of  the  claims,  the  true  mea- 
lure  of  indemnity  as  depending  on  the  original  cost  of 
he  cargoes  in  the  United  States,  or  the  enhanced  sales  in 
Prance,  8cc.  &c.  &c.,  wei*e  earnestly  discussed  on  both 
ildes.  It  is  not  deemed  important,  if  it  were  practicable, 
:o  recapitulate  all  that  was  said.  The  interview  termi- 
lated  with  a  firm  renewal  of  the  declaration  I  had  made, 
f  the  proposition  of  the  minister  was  to  be  regarded  as 
lefinitive;  while  he,  not  willing  to  say  that  it  was  so, 
> egged  me  to  reflect  upon  it. 

Having  already  had  several  conversations  with  Monsieur 
3asimir  Perrier,  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers, 
>n  the  subject  of  our  reclamations,  and  knowing  the  great 
nfluence  which  his  character  and  official  station  would 
fwe  him  in  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  question,  I  had 
iddressed  a  note  to  him,  requesting  a  conference;  for 
vbich  his  answer  fixed  the  27th  instant,  the  day  after  my 
nterview  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

I  waited  on  him  at  the  time  appointed,  and  commenced 
he  conversation  by  calling  his  attention  to  the  high  inte- 
'ests  for  France  involved  in  a  good  understanding  with 
he  United  States,  the  preservation  of  which  must  now 
lepend  on  the  adjustment  of  the  controversy  which  had 
drcady  so  much  disturbed  the  natural  relations  of  the  two 
:oiintrics.  I  told  him  how  totally  inadmissible  was  the 
>roposition  made,  the  day  before,  by  Count  Sebastiani, 
ind  that  I  hoped  he  would  see  the  necessity  of  authorizing 
lim  to  make  one  of  a  ?ery  different  character.    He  said 


he  felt  all  the  importance  of  cultivating  good  relations  with 
the  United  States,  and  that  he  was  sincerely  desirous  of 
adjusting  this  ancient  controversy,  but  that  their  finances, 
as  I  saw,  were  exceedingly  deranged,  and  that  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  to  an  additional  charge  on  the  enfeebled  re- 
sources of  the  State,  for  claims,  too,  which  had  not  arisen 
from  any  wrong  done  by  the  present  Government  of 
France.  Still  he  was  anxious  that  justice  should  be  done 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  two  countries  should 
be  restored  to  their  national  cordiality  and  good  feelings; 
that  Count  Sebastiani,  in  a  few  days,  would  be  authorized 
to  make  me  another  proposition,  which  he  hoped  would 
be  satisfactory;  and  that  the  United  States  would  be  ex- 
pected, on  their  part,  to  show  a  friendly  consideration  of 
the  actual  situation  of  France,  by  every  practicable  indul- 
gence. This  is  but  a  brief  outline  of  the  conversation, 
which  is  sufficient,  however,  to  give  you  a  correct  idea  of 
its  spirit  and  tendency. 

In  dining  at  tlie  Palais  Hoyal  on  the  25th  instant,  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  renewing  the  appeal  to  the  personal 
sentiments  of  the  King,  in  tlie  course  of  a  conversation 
which  permitted  me,  without  an  appearance  of  importu- 
nity, to  allude  to  tl)e  importance  of  consolidating,  by  an 
act  of  justice,  the  friendship  between  the  two  countries. 
The  King  expressed,  as  he  has  always  done,  very  cordial 
sentiments  for  the  United  States;  said  he  had  frequently 
called  the  attention  of  his  ministers  to  the  necessity  of 
settling  our  reclamations;  that  they  had  always  regretted 
the  embarrassed  state  of  their  finances,  but  he  hoped  they 
would  yet  find  tlie  means  of  doing  justice. 

Although  the  proposition  made  by  the  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  is  a  very  discouraging  debut,  yet  the  feelings 
expressed  by  the  King,  and  the  declarations  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  council,  superadded  to  the  professions  which 
have  already  been  made  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, of  a  desire  to  terminate  the  existing  differences 
with  the  United  States  in  an  honorable  manner,  forbid  me 
absolutely  to  despair.  I  am  aware,  however,  that  general 
declarations  are  a  very  unsubstantial  ground  of  hope;  and 
the  further  progress  of  the  negotiation,  in  which  no  exer- 
tion shall  be  omitted  on  my  part,  must  be  awaited,  to  form 
an  opinion  as  to  the  possibility  of  bringing  this  old  and 
disagreeable  controversy  to  any  admissible  conclusion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  lion.  MAnTi.v  Vast  Burex, 

Secretary  of  i^aie. 


Note  to  Count  Sebattiani. 

Pabis,  April 2\,  1831. 

Monsieur  LE  Comte:  Although  the  various  interviews 
with  which  your  excellency  has  favored  me,  leave  but 
little  to  add  to  the  observations  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
presenting  to  you  orally,  in  relation  to  the  flagrant  wrongs 
lieretofore  suffered  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
acts  of  the  French  Government,  and  for  which  indemnity 
has  been  so  long  demanded,  it  is,  nevertheless,  my  duty, 
under  the  instructions  of  my  Government,  again  to  call 
your  excellency's  attention  to  the  importance  of  an  early 
and  definitive  disposition  of  this  unpleasant  subject. 

The  present  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  relations  between 
France  and  the  United  States  cannot  but  be  a  subject  of 
painful  reflection  to  the  patriots  of  both  countries.  There 
are  no  two  Governments,  it  is  firmly  believed,  which  have 
more  motives  (o  cultivate  a  cordial  good  understanding 
with  each  other  than  those  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the 
United  States;  and  yet  such  has  been  the  unhappy  influ- 
ence of  this  long  protracted  question,  that  their  relations, 
at  the  present  moment,  exliibit  an  aspect   altogeUier 
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equivocal  and  precarious.  This  unnatural  state  of  thinn, 
so  contrary  to  the  interests  and  sentiments  of  the  people, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  anxiously  desires 
to  see  terminated. 

Your  excellency  is  apprised  that  the  late  Government 
of  France,  notwithstandmg^  the  pretexts  for  repelling  our 
reclamations,  afforded  by  the  political  doctrines  it  pro- 
fessed, was  on  the  point  of  adjusting*  them,  when  the 
events  of  July  last  put  an  end  to  its  existence.  His  Ma- 
jesty's accession,  in  the  pledges  of  his  well  known  per- 
sonal virtues,  and  In  the  elevated  probity  and  high  national 
morality  which  were  announced  as  the  ruling  maxims  of 
his  Government,  could  not  but  give  increased  confidence 
to  the  expectation  of  a  prompt  and  loyal  termination  of 
this  unpleasant  question.  I  need  not  say  what,  under 
these  circumstances,  would  be  the  disappointment  and 
painful  impression  produced  upon  the  feelings  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  people  of  the  United  States,  if  they  should 
now  find  their  just  demands  opposed  by  new  delays. 

Your  excellency,  I  flatter  myself,  cannot  but  see  that 
the  interests  of  France  are  deeply  concerned  in  the  spee- 
dy suppression  of  tliis  germ  of  discord  between  the  two 
countries.  France  cannot,  it  is  hoped,  regard  with  indif- 
ference the  preservation  of  friendly  conneuons  with  the 
United  States.  Not  to  speak  of  the  importance  of  those 
connexions  to  her,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  arising 
froni  the  position  and  resources  of  the  United  States  as  a 
maritime  Power,  her  commerce  alone  with  the  United 
States  is,  in  itself,  a  consideration  sufficiently  important 
to  awaken  all  the  attention  of  her  enlightened  statesmen. 
That  commerce  is  shown,  by  the  official  documents  of 
France,  to  be  by  far  the  most  valuable  foreigpi  trade  she 
now  enjoys.  It  forms,  indeed,  at  the  present  moment, 
the  great  support,  externally,  of  the  leading  branches  of 
French  industry,  and  is  destined,  in  the  future,  if  fostered 
by  a  wise  and  friendly  policy,  to  receive  progressive  de- 
velopments, of  which  the  rapid  increase  of  population, 
and  of  the  means  of  consumption  over  an  immense  terri- 
tory, will  be  the  only  assignable  limit. 

Interests  so  vast  and  important  ought  not,  surely,  to  be 
compromised,  when  nothing  is  wanting  but  an  act  of  un- 
questionable justice  on  the  part  of  France  to  place  them 
on  a  stable  foundation,  and  to  open  before  them  a  career 
of  unbounded  extension.  If  that  act  of  justice  were  now 
promptly  and  frankly  rendered,  the  two  Governments 
would  at  once  return  into  the  cordial  relations  natural  to 
them;  and  the  influence  (»f  those  ancient  attachments  and 
faithful  sympathies,  of  which  tlie  recent  manifestations  in 
the  United  States  have  been  so  enthusiastic  and  unani- 
mous, would  be  seen  in  the  lasting  consolidation  of  a  sin- 
cere friendship,  and  the  rapid  development  of  a  varied 
and  beneficial  intercourse. 

While,  however,  so  fundamental  a  question  as  that  in- 
volved in  the  pending  reclamations  shall  remain  unsettled, 
touching,  as  it  does  most  intimately,  the  sensibility  as  well 
as  the  rights  of  the  American  people,  there  can  be  no- 
thing stable  or  satisfactory  in  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries.  It  is  in  the  ardent  desire  of  preserving  their 
harmony  from  intemiption,  and  of  establishing,  on  a  last- 
ing foundation,  those  friendly  relations  which  are  the  in- 
terest of  both,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
now  insists  upon  the  definitive  adjustment  of  a  subject 
which  has  been  fruitful  of  so  much  discontent  and  unplea- 
sant discussion. 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  submitting  the  projet 
of  an  arrangement,  with  a  view  to  this  result.  That  pro- 
jet,  after  fixing  the  principles  upon  which  the  reclamations 
were  to  be  liquidated,  provided  for  the  formation  of  a 
joint  commission  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  validity 
of  the  respective  claims,  and  to  ascertain,  in  each  case, 
the  amount  to  be  paid  by  France.  Your  excellency, 
however,  has  intimated  to  me  that  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment desires  to  settle  the  subject  by  a  transaction  en  bbc, 


in  which  the  United  States  shall  ft|^ree  to  accept  a  grom 
sum  in  discharge  of  all  the  claims.  My  Gotcnmen^  anx- 
ious to  conform,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  wAt%  and  con- 
venience of  his  Majesty's  Govemroenty  wiDiU  object  to 
concluding  an  arrangement  on  that  bsins. 

I  therefore  await  tne  proposition  which  yonrexcdeocy 
has  promised  to  make  me  to  that  end,  trustiBg  lift  i  will 
be  made  without  further  delay;  and  that,  kee]S8|'sfiew 
the  magnitude  and  aggravated  character  of  the  aniies 
sustained  by  our  citizens,  it  will  be  such  a  one  ts  ^ 
answer  the  great  purposes  of  justice  suid  con^iatiQB. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  distinguished  consideniioBt 
your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  serraot, 

W.  C.  mVES 

His  exc'y  Couht  Sxbastiahi, 

MinkteTf  Secretary  of  State  far  Fhreigm  Jfm. 


Mr.  lUvestoMr.  Van  Buren. 
[No.  71.]  Paus,  Hoy  7, 1S31. 

Sir:  The  firmness  of  the  declaration  made  by  me,  □ 
my  interview  with  the  Minister  of  Forogn  ASun  oo  tsc 
26th  ultimo,  was  not  without  its  effect.  Oo  tbe  2S^  ^ 
addressed  me  a  note,  (the  copy  of  which  Is  eadasdj  in- 
viting me  to  another  conference  on  the  foBons^  S^.  I 
waited  upon  him  accordingly,  at  the  time  j/ppited;  he 
commenced  the  conversation  by  aaki^g  av  if  I  had  re- 
flected upon  the  proposition  he  had  zndeiDeiociBr  hst 
interview.  To  which  I  replied,  that,  harms  M  tveniy 
years  to  reflect  upon  our  grievances,  it  reqisitd  tctj 
little  time  now  to  decide  upon  the  propoationheludmde. 

He  then  said  he  had  again  broug'ht  the  subject  befiac 
the  council,  and  that  they  had,  in  a  spirit  of  great  Ijkfl.^- 
ty,  authorized  him  to  offer  me  twenty  millions  of  frucs.  I 
answered  that  that  sum  was  also  entirely  inadmissbfe,  idc 
I  entered  into  various  calculations,  derived  from  norcei 
independent  of  the  tabular  statements  I  had  canasaxactti 
to  the  commission,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  thit  & 
amount  of  the  claims  was  not  so  much  exaggerated  as  be 
supposed.  These  calculations  were  Ibumied  cbkily  oe  i 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  commoiucated  by  the 
President  to  Congress  on  the  6th  of  Jufy,  I  SI  2,  statL-^ 
the  whole  number  of  American  vessels  capttued  or  seizei 
under  the  authority  of  France,  taken  in  ooonexioo  witk 
an  aversged  price  deduced  from  an  officisi  return  of  the 
sales  of  thirty-six  American  vesseli  Mod  cMrgoes  moid  by 
order  of  the  French  Government  at  Bayonne,  on  tbe  2d 
of  August,  1810,  and  on  the  estimate  prcsenlied  by  I&t. 
Barlow  to  the  Duke  d'Alberg,  in  ISli,  of  w%adh  1  bad 
no  knowledgfe  at  the  time  that  the  statements  comaKii!:- 
cated  to  the  commission  were  prepared  in  the  office  cs 
the  legation. 

The  minister  still  insisted  that  our  cUtms  were  Tutk 
exaggerated,  but  said,  as  a  last  evidence  of  the  eqttidbk 
and  friendly  dispositions  of  his  Majesty's  GovenuBest,  he 
would  agree  to  go  as  far  as  twenty-four  millions  of  frvax 
payable  by  instalments  in  six  years,  which  was  more  t*a' 
double  the  sum  fixed  by  the  commission;  that  this  v^ 
their  ultimatum,  and  he  repeated  several  times,  with  m-ci 
earnestness,  that  it  was  the  extreme  and  last  oiSer,  (k  ^ 
niermot.) 

I  said  to  him  that  I  would  not  accede  to  it;  that  het 
ever  disposed  the  Government  of  the  United  Stats  «» 
to  make  every  practicable  concession  for  the  sake  cf:t\ 
minating  this  unpleasant  discussion,  the  abandoonrc^  ct 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  amount  claimed  by  its  c-'n^m 
was  a  sacrifice  it  could  not  make. 

He  replied  that  the  offer  he  had  just  made  w<oc  «f 
extreme  liberality;  that  it  would  subject  the  mm^^^  ^ 
a  severe  responsibility  before  the  Chambers;  that  he  had 
been  already  warned  fit)m  various  quarters  that  he  voaVi 
be  held  to  a  strict  account  for  his  settlement  eftha  affair. 
and  added  that  Mr.  Roux  had  written  that  fiftet&v3i&^>=^ 
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of  francs  would  be  willingly  received  by  the  claimants  and 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and  that  nobody 
in  the  United  States  expected  more  than  twenty  millions. 

I  remarked  that  it  was  hardly  probable  that  Mr.  Roux 
knew  better  than  myself  the  expectations  and  feelings 
either  of  the  claimants  or  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States;  that,  in  regard  to  the  difficulties  he  apprehended 
in  the  Chambers,  their  reproaches  would  certainly  be 
much  louder,  if,  by  refusing  to  do  an  act  of  unquestiona- 
ble justice,  he  should  forfeit  to  France  the  advantagfes,  so 
important  to  her  both  in  a  commercial  and  political  point 
of  view,  of  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States;  that 
the  opposition  had  already  reproached  the  ministry  (un- 
justly, I  have  no  doubt)  with  not  having  secured  any  allies 
for  France  in  Uie  existing  crisis;  and  that  nothing  could 
aflford  a  more  triumphant  answer  to  that  reproach  than  to 
be  able  to  say  that  they  had  re-established  a  cordial  friend- 
ship with  their  ancient  ally  the  United  States,  and  at  no 
other  expense  than  that  of  fulfilling  an  obligation  of  the 
strictest  justice. 

The  interview  terminated  with  the  renewed  protesta- 
tion, on  his  part,  that  the  proposition  he  had  just  made 
was  their  ultimatum,  "fc  dernier  motj**  and  with  the  de- 
claration, on  mine,  that  I  could  not  accept  it. 

Meeting  with  Monsieur  Sebastiani  the  following  day  at 
the  Palais  Royal,  on  the  occasion  of  the  King's  fete,  and 
deeming  it  important  to  keep  up  an  active  pursuit  of  the 
subject  now  that  it  was  under  serious  consideration,!  asked 
him  to  indicate  a  time  when  I  might  have  another  conver- 
sation with  him.  He  proposed  an  early  hour  the  next 
morning,  (the  1st  of  May,)  when  I  called  upon  him,  and 
remarked  that,  in  an  aiFair  of  so  much  importance  to  both 
countries,  no  effort  at  accommodation  ought  to  be  omit- 
ted. I  said  that  though  I  could  not  accept  the  sum  he  had 
proposed  the  day  before,  yet  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  animated  with  a  sincere  spirit  of  conciliation, 
would  be  willing  to  accept  a  sum  considerably  below  the 
amount  claimed;  and  I  then  mentioned  the  sum  of  forty 
millions  of  francs  as  one  to  which  it  might  accede  as  a 
compromise. 

He  said  the  Government  of  France  would  never  consent 
to  such  a  transaction;  that  they  had  already  done  aU  tibat  it 
was  posnble  for  man  to  do  {tout  ee  qui  est  hwnainement  poe- 
fible)  in  offering  twenty-four  millions  of  francs;  that  they 
could  go  no  further;  that  he  and  Monsieur  Perrier  were 
he  only  membera  of  the  council  who  were  willing  to  go 
^o  far;  all  the  rest  were  strongly  opposed  to  it,  and  were 
.exceedingly  discontented  that  the  offer  had  been  made. 

After  many  arguments  on  my  part  to  show  the  liberal 
character  of  the  proposition  I  had  made,  all  of  which  were 
contested,  and  met  by  contrary  statements  on  his,  I  re- 
narked  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  could 
lot  but  see  with  painful  sentiments  the  reluctance  of 
r'rance  to  satisfy  its  just  demands,  while  those  of  all  other 
'owers  had  been  long  ago  discharged<  and  that,  in  the 
m possibility  which  seemed  to  exist  of  agreeing  upon  a 
ransaction  for  a  given  sum,  it  only  remained  for  me  to 
ecur  to  my  original  proict  for  the  formation  of  a  mixed 
iommission  to  examine  all  the  reclamations,  and  to  deter- 
nine  the  amount  really  due. 
He  said  he  did  not  think  that  the  present  Government 
f  France  ever  could  consent  to  put  itself  in  the  power  of 
ny  tribunal,  but  that,  upon  the  coune  which  the  nego- 
ation  ought  now  to  take,  he  would  consult  the  council. 

Dining  with  the  premdent  of  the  council  in  the  evening 
f  the  same  day,  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  again 
>  call  bis  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  negotiation;  but 
s  the  conversation  was  necessarily  brief  and  hurried,  I 
isked  his  permission  to  call  upon  him  at  some  moment  of 
eisure,  as  I  was  anxious  to  convince  him,  by  the  exhibi- 
ion  of  some  official  and  -authentic  documents,  that  the 
osses  sustained  by  our  citizens  were  not  so  much  exag- 
rerated  as  they  bad  been  represented  to  be.  He  proposed 
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an  early  hour  the  next  morning,  when  I  waited  upon  him; 
but  as  he  had  just  received  a  message  to  attend  the  King, 
the  interview  was.adiourned'  to  the  following  day,  tlie  3d 
instant.  I  then  called  upon  biro,  and  showed  him.  the 
statement  of  the  number  of  captures,  Etc.,  presented  to 
Congress  in  1812,  the  official  return  of  the  sales  made  at 
Bayonne  in  1810,  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Barlow,  &c.,  draw- 
ing from  them  the  same  conclusions  I  had  done  in  my  in- 
terview with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  29th 
ultimo. 

He  said  he  had  already  seen  the  most  of  these  pieces; 
that  he  was  satisfied  the  losses  sustained'  by  our  citizens 
had  been  very  g^eat,  though  the  amount  of  them  still  seem- 
ed to  him  very  much  overatated.  It  ought  always,  how- 
ever, to  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  losses  had  not  pro- 
ceeded from  any  act  of  the  present  Government  of  France; 
that  our  claims  for  indemnity,  moreover,  had  been  faintly 
urged  during  the  whole  period  of  the  restoration;  that 
the  settlement  of  them  ought  to  have  been  insisted  on 
when  the  claims  of  the  European  powers  were  adjusted; 
that  it  was  particularly  hard  that  the  burden  of  their  ad- 
justment should' now  iall  upon  the  existing  Government  in 
the  present  crippled  state  of  its  resources,  and  when  aU 
of  its  expenses  were  upon  a  war  footing;  that  the  Cham- 
bera  would  be  exceedingly  opposed  to  their  payment;  and 
that  it  was  certainly  not  the  interest  of  either  country  to 
make  an  arrangement  which  the  legislative  authority  here 
might  refuse  to  carry  into  execution.  He  then  added, 
that,  as  two  sums  had  now  been  indicated  as  the  basis  of  a 
transaction — one  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ano- 
ther by  me — the  subject  would  again  be  submitted  to  the 
council  which  was  to  meet  that  evening,  and  the  next  day, 
or  the  day  after,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affftira  would  be 
able  to  communicate  to  me  the  result. 

After  some  further  conversation,  in  the  course  of  which 
I  made  the  explanations  that  seemed  to  be  called  for  as  to 
the  circumstances  attending  the  prosecution  of  our  claims 
during  the  period  of  the  restoration,  I  dwelt,  <in  taking 
leave  of  him,  on  the  great  importance  of  a  perfect  re-es- 
tablishment of  cordial  relations  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, which  I  flattered  myself  was  a  good  work  reserved 
for  the  illustration  of  a  ministry  that  had  given  so  many 
other  proofs  of  its  wisdom.  He  responded  to  this  appeal, 
by  saying,  with  great  earnestness,  that  there  was  nothing 
he  more  anxiouuy  desired, 

In  purauance  of  the  intimation  given  by  the  president 
of  the  council,  I  called,  on  the  5th  instant,  at  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  learn  from  the  minister  what  determi- 
nation had  been  taken  by  the  council.  He  said  the  coun- 
cil remained  immovable,  (in^branlable;)  that  they  would 
not  agree  to  go  beyond  the  sum  he  had  already  offered; 
and  that  they  were  sorry,  ii\deed,  (fort  embarrasses,)  that 
so  much  had  been  offered*  I  repeated  that  the  offer  he 
had  made  was  inadmissible,,  and  I  entered  into  additional 
reasonings  and  illustrations  to  show  its  inadequacy.  I 
again  alluded  to  the  feelings  that  would  be  excited  in  the 
United  States  by  the  distinction  which  the  Government  of 
France  seemed  to  make  in  the  setUement  of  our  claims, 
and  those  of  some  other  Powera. 

He  said  the  only  Power  whose  claims  had  been  paid,  in 
any  large  proportion,  was  Great  Britain;  and  that  the 
clainos  presented  by  her  were  of  a  character  wholly  pe- 
culiar^  being  for  property  in  the  public  funds,  held  under 
all  the  guaranties  of  national  faith;  that  the  claims  of  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe  were  entirely  different  from 
ours,  being  founded  on  positive  engagements,  and  though 
their  reclamations  had  been  urged  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  France  had  paid  them  a  much  smaller  proportion 
of  what  they  claimed  than  that  which  was  now  offered  to 
us;  that  we  ouraelves  had  accepted  from  Denmark  a 
much  smaller  proportion  of  our  claims  than  what  was 
now  offered  by  France,  though,  in  that  case,  the  claims 
were  addressed  to  the  same  Govergfioenttiiat  had  commit* 
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ted  the  wrongi;  that  the  proposition  he  had  made  to  me 
was,  in  truth*  a  great  sacrmce  on  their  part,  and  intended 
as  a  special  mark  of  their  consideration  and  friendship  for 
the  United  States^  that,  whatever  might  be  the  abstract 
theory  of  the  law  of  nations,  it  was  impossible  that  the 

J  present  Government  of  France  could  be  bound  to  make 
iill  and  entire  compensation  for  all  the  wronn  committed 
by  Bonaparte;  that  the  whole  property  of  the  nation 
would  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I  need  not  detain  you  with  the  observations  I  made  in 
reply.  I  concluded  by  remarking  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  had  manifested  its  willingness  to  ad- 
just this  affair  on  reasonable  and  liberal  terms;  but  as  we 
ad  not  been  able  to  agree  upon  the  sum  which  might 
properly  form  the  basis  of  a  transaction,  no  other  means 
seemed  to  remain  for  arriving  at  a  friendly  termination  of 
the  discussion,  than  to  constitute  a  mixed  commission  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  various  reclamations,  and  of 
determining  their  just  amount.  Having  perceived  the 
decide  repugnance  of  the  minister  to  this  proposition,  I 
thought  it  expedient  to  urge  it  as  the  most  likely  means 
of  inducing  him  to  offer  better  terms  for  a  transaction. 
The  interview  terminated  with  the  renewal  of  the  decla- 
ration he  had  already  made,  that  the  Government  of 
France  never  could  consent  to  submit  questions  of  much 
Importance  to  any  tribunal  other  than  that  which  existed 
in  its  own  sense  of  justice. 

Meeting  with  the  president  of  the  council  again  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  he  made  some  general  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  our  claims,  and  expressed  a  disposition 
to  have  a  further  conversation  with  me.  He  seemed  not 
to  be  apprised  of  what  had  passed  between  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  and  myself,  in  the  morning.  On  the 
following  day,  I  addressed  a  note  to  him,  in  which,  avail- 
ing myself  of  the  permission  he  had  given  me,  I  asked 
him  to  indicate  an  hour  when  it  would  be  convenient  to 
him  to  ^nt  me  another  interview.  His  answer,  of  which 
a  copy  IS  enclosed,  informed  me  that,  rs  soon  as  he  should 
have  seen  and  conferred  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  he  would  again  write  to  me,  and  fix  the  time  Kir 
an  interview. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  M.  Vav  Bumur, 

Secretary  of  State, 


PBXSIDXirGT  OV  TBI  COUVCIX.  OT  MllTISTZIlS, 

Paris,  May  6,  1831. 

The  president  of  the  council,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have 
seen  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Afiliirs,  and  shall  have  con- 
ferred with  him,  will  hasten  to  inform  Monsieur  the 
Minister  of  the  United  States  of  it,  by  indicating  the 
hour  when  he  will  have  the  honor  to  receive  him. 

He  pravs  his  excellency  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
distinguished  sentiments  and  hig^  consideration. 


Omcx  or  Fosxiair  Atvairs, 

Paris,  April  28, 1831. 

General  Sebastiani  has  the  honor  to  invite  Monsieur 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  be  so  good  as  to  give 
him  an  interview  of  a  moment  to-morrow  morning,  at 
11  o'clock,  at  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs.  He 
seizes  tliis  occasion  to  renew  to  Mr.  Rives  the  assurance 
of  his  high  consideration. 

Mr,  Hives  to  Mr,  Van  Buren, 

Paris,  May  29,  1831. 


[No.  72.] 

Sir:  N 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  detailed  in  my  last  despatch, 


Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  positive  declaration  of  the 

ffa 


I  still  had  hopes,  particularly  from  the  icmarfcf  n»de  Is 
me  by  the  president  of  the  council  on  the  5tb  uaiMBt, 
that  they  might  yet  advance  beyond  the  offer  tbej  bad 
made  me.  I  awaited,  therefore,  the  iolfikiiiest  of  the 
promise  contained  in  his  note  of  tlie  6th  ixistert,  that,  a^ 
ter  converring  with  the  Minister  of  Fore^  ASvs,  be 
would  again  write  tome,  and  gpve  me  an  vppoaAmeBk  for 
a  conference. 

About  th»  time,  however,  as  you  will  ace  &aa  Qie 
journals  of  that  date,  considerable  agitatxona  again  occur- 
red here,  and  were  renewed  from  day  to  day.  Takiiig  a 
for  granted  that  these  disorders,  the  aunreilfaiicc  and  re- 
pression of  which  appertained  to  the  Departaient  of  the 
Interior,  of  which  the  president  of  the  council  iamiiuster, 
would  excusably  occupy  him  for  several  days,  I  tbcoght 
it  might  not  be  altop^ther  useless,  in  the  mean  tjaie,  t« 
have  another  interview  with  the  MiittSter  of  Fore^  Af- 
fairs.    This  I  obtuned  on  the  IGth  instant. 

From  the  strong  aversion  he  bad  discoirered  to  a  mixed 
commission,  nothing  appeared  to  me  more  likely  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  on  him  than  again  to  urge  that  as  the  Be> 
cessary  and  only  altemstive,  provided  wecoidd  not  sgrre 
on  the  terms  of  a  transaction.     He  had  objected,  is  a 
former  conversation,  that  it  would  be  incompadbJe  with 
the  just  pride  and  dignity  of  the  French  GovennseBt  to 
submit  itself  to  the  decisions  of  any  tribunal  wbstercr;  and 
he  repudiated  the  precedents  of  similar  ooBBaBioD%  con- 
stituted in  France  at  the  period  of  the  restoratioB,  as  be- 
ing drawn  from  an  era  of  national  degndaSooii,  sad  sub- 
mission to  foreign  bayonets.     Havings  menlkmeA  \o  \Bm 
that  there  had  been  many  examples  of  these  oGSBansBoni 
in  our  relations  with  England,  whose   Gorenme&t  hsd 
never  been  supposed  to  be  wanting  in  a  jost  sentioieut  of 
self-respect  and  of  national  pride,  I  carried  with  sse,  on 
this  occasion,  the  collection  of  our  treaties,  in  wbicli  1 
pointed  out  to  him  the  examples  alhided  to.     He  said,  in 
all  those  instances,  the  situation  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  different  from  that  occupied  by  the  GoverwaeBt 
of  France;  that  the  commissions  that  it  had  agreed  to  con- 
stitute, were  the  means  of  fixing  its  responsibility  for  its 
own  acts;  but  that,  in  the  case  of  France,  the  resfxinsibi]- 
ity  sought  to  be  enforced  was  for  the  acts  of  a  distinct 
Government;  and  that  the  present  Government  of  Frsnce 
never  would  admit  the  principle  of  an  absolute  mad  indis- 
criminate responsibility  for  all  the  wrongs  of  the  Irnpe^ 
rial  Regime. 

Af^er  some  further  discussion  on  this  point,  which  it  is 
not  deemed  important  to  detul,  the  conversa6ao  returned 
to  the  question  of  the  adequacy  of  the  offer  be  had  made 
for  a  transaction,  in  regard  to  which,  however,  aU  niy 
efforts  were  yet  unavailing  to  produce  a  change  of  the 
position  he  had  heretofore  taken. 

On  the  14th  instant,  I  had  my  interview  with  the  pre- 
sident of  the  council.  After  some  preliminary  conver- 
sation on  points  which  had  already  been  discussed^  he 
remarked  that  the  sum  1  had  proposed  as  a  compromise 
was  so  much  beyond  what  they  could,  under  any  circum- 
stances, think  of  paying,  that  it  rendered  all  prospect  of 
an  arrangement  hopeless;  but  if  I  would  name  some  sum 
considerably  below  that,  an  arrangement  might  yet  be 
practicable.  I  replied  that,  knowing  the  sincere  deare  of 
my  Government  to  bring  this  disagreeable  question  be- 
tween the  two  countries  to  an  amicable  conclusion  if  it 
were  possible,  I  was  disposed,  on  my  part,  to  make  every 
reasonable  and  proper  concession;  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  negotiation,  the  natural  and  only  means  of  ac- 
cord seemed  to  be  mutual  approximation  by  mutnaJ  and 
eq^ual  concessions;  and  that,  acting  on  that  principle  in  a 
spirit  of  frankness  and  conciliation,  I  would  be  willing,  up- 
on my  own  responsibility,  to  meet  them  at  a  middle  pcnnt 
between  the  two  sums  which  had  been  re^ectively  pro- 
posed by  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  myself.  He 
said  that  point  was  too  high,  but,  sStev  the  dcdm^on  I 
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had  made,  he  hoped  and  thought  an  arrangement  might 
yet  be  effected,  and  that  every  thing  which  was  practica 
ble  should  be  done,  on  his  part,  to  accomplish  it. 

Immediately  after  this  interview  with  the  president  of 
the  council,  I  called  on  the  Minister  of  Foreigfn  Affairs,  to 
B^hom  I  repeated  the  declaration  I  had  made  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  council,  accompanied  with  a  renewed  and 
earnest  enforcement  of  all  the  considerations  of  policy  as 
ivell  as  good  feeling  which  so  strongly  invited  to  a  frank 
ind  loyal  termination  of  this  unpleasant  controversy.  Af- 
:er  speaking  of  the  many  difficulties  of  the  (question,  he 
iaid  he  was  sincerely  desirous  of  terminating  it  in  a  satis- 
actory  manner  if  it  were  possible,  and  that  he  would 
igain  bring  it  before  the  council  in  the  shape  which  was 
low  given  to  it,  and  in  a  few  days  would  be  able  to  com- 
nunicate  to  me  the  result.  On  my  asking  him  when  I 
hould  again  call  to  receive  that  communication,  he  said 
hat,  on  the  following  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  he  would, 
n  all  probability,  be  able  to  give  me  a  definitive  answer. 

On  Tuesday,  the  17th  instant,  therefore,  I  agiun  called 
ipon  htm;  but  he  said  the  council  had  been  so  much  oc- 
cupied with  other  questions  of  great  urgency,  that  he  had 
lot  bad  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  them  what  had 
lassed  in  our  last  conversation.  He  would,  however,  do 
o  at  the  earliest  moment,  and  in  four  or  five  days  I  might 
ixpect  he  would  be  prepared  to  give  me  an  answer.  With 
his  understanding,  the  interview  ended;  not,  however, 
intil  I  had  profited  of  the  occasion  again  to  impress  upon 
lim  the  great  importance  of  an  early  as  well  as  satisfac- 
or}*  adjustment  of  a  question  which  so  seriously  affected 
he  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

On  the  21st  instant,  I  repeated  my  call  on  the  minister, 
irho  then  informed  me  that,  since  our  last  interview,  he 
tad  brought  before  the  council  the  question  arising  out  of 
ny  late  conversations  with  the  president  of  the  council 
ind  himself.  But  that  two  of  the  ministers  (the  Minister 
)f  War  and  the  Minister  of  Commerce)  were  absent  with 
he  King,  (who  had  set  out  on  an  excursion  into  Norman- 
ly,  on  the  16th  instant,)  and  that  a  majority  of  the  others 
^ere  of  the  opinion  that  a  question  of  so  much  importance 
.nd  responsibility  as  that  presented  by  our  claims,  could 
lot,  with  propriety,  be  acted  upon  but  in  the  presence  of 

full  couRcil;  that  the  further  consideration  of  it,  there- 
ore,  had  been  adjourned  till  the  return  of  the  King;  but 
hat  immediately  afler  his  Majesty's  return,  which  was  qx- 
>ected  in  five  or  six  days,  he  would  again  call  up  the 
[uestion,  and  obtain  an  early  decision  of  it.  Indulging 
he  expressions  of  regret  which  the  disappointment  called 
'orth,  I  had  no  other  alternative  than  an  acquiescence  in 
his  new  delay. 

The  King  returned  on  the  morning'of  the  27th  instant, 
ind  on  the  following  day  I  called  both  on  the  president  of 
he  council  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  In  my 
nterview  with  the  president  of  the  council,  I  remarked 
o  liim  that,  afler  the  conversation  which  had  passed  be- 
ween  us  a  fortnight  ago,  1  had  hoped  that  the  disagreea- 
ble question  with  which  we  had  been  so  long  occupied 
vo\ild  have  been  promptly  arranged.  He  referred  to  the 
absence  of  the  Kin^,  and  of  the  two  ministers  who  accom- 
)anied  him,  as  having  rendered  the  delay  inevitable.  He 
hen  said  that  but  for  the  Chambers  there  would  be  less 
Ufficulty  in  arranging  this  question;  but  that  he  appre- 
lended  a  very  serious  opposition  to  it  on  their  part,  which 
night  even  more  seriously  embroil  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  by  refusing  to  carry  into  execution  any  arrange- 
ment which  should  be  made.  He  added,  that  two  months, 
looner  or  later,  could  not  be  of  much  importance  in  ;the 
lettlement  of  this  question,  and  asked  me  it  there  would  be 
my  objection  to  adjourning  its  decision  till  the  meeting  of 
the  Chambers,  when  the  ministers  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
two  Houses. 

I  replied  that,  after  the  long  delays  to  which  we  had  al- 


ready been  subjected,  such  a  proposition  never  could  be  as- 
sented to,  and  could  not  be  viewed  otherwise  than  as  want- 
inp^  in  respect  to  the  United  States;  that  the  King,  by  his 
ministers,  was  the  organ  and  representative  of  the  nation  to- 
wards foreign  Powers;  that  the  charter  had  g^ven  him  full 
power  to  conclude  treaties  with  other  States;  that  foreign 
ministers  were  accredited  to  him  alone,  and  could  not  be 
turned  over,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  I  added,  too,  with  emphasis, 
that,  in  the  lively  sensibility  which  existed  on  this  subject 
in  the  United  States,  a  prompt  termination  of  the  discus- 
sion bad  become  indispensable  to  a  continued  harmony 
between  the  two  countries. 

He  acknowledged  the  justness  of  these  observations;  said 
he  had  not  intended,  formally,  to  propose  an  adjournment 
of  the  question  till  the  meeting  ot  the  Chambers,  but  had 
only  suggested  it  in  the  way  of  inquiry;  and,  in  conclud- 
ing the  interview,  promised  distinctly  that  the  subject 
should  be  again  brougfht  before  the  council  at  a  very  early 
moment,  with  a  view  to  a  definitive  arrangement,  if  that 
should  be  found  practicable,  as  he  hoped  it  might  be. 

After  leaving  the  president  of  the  council,  I  went  to  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  reminded  the  minister  of 
his  promise  to  bring  our  ne^tiation  to  a  concluaon  im- 
meaiately  after  the  return  ofthe  King.  I  dwelt  upon  the 
present  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  and  told  him  how  indispensable  it  was  to 
the  preservation  of  their  mutual  good  understanding,  that 
an  end  should  be  promptly  put  to  this  disagreeable  ques- 
tion. He  suggested,  at  firs^  as  the  president  of  the  coun- 
cil had  done,  the  idea  of  postponing  it  till  the  meeting  of 
the  Chambers;  but,  after  the  observations  I  made,  he 
abandoned  the  suggestion,  and  promised  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject again  before  the  council  at  the  earliest  moment  prac- 
ticable. 

In  the  recital  ofthe  numerous  conferences  with  the  Mi- 
nister of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  president  of  the  council, 
of  which  an  account  is  rendered  in  this  and  the  preceding 
despatch,  it  has  not  been  posmble  for  me  to  detail  all  the 
observations  which  were  made,  on  both  sides,  in  the  course 
of  so  many  conversations  of  a  very  diversified  rang^,  and, 
generally,  of  protracted  duration.  My  object  has  been 
to  furnish  a  faithful  history  ofthe  succesnve  stages  ofthe 
negotiation,  in  giving  the  spirit  and  substance,  as  well  as 
the  result,  of  each  interview;  and  to  report,  much  more 
fully,  the  observations  of  the  King's  ministers  than  my 
own,  deeming  it  important,  in  the  present  state  ofthe  re- 
lations between  the  two  countries,  that  every  means  should 
be  afforded  of  appreciating  the  conduct  and  principles  of 
this  Government  hy  the  declaration  of  its  own  organs.  On 
my  part,  I  flatter  myself  that  no  consideration  of  justice 
or  policy;  no  argument,  whether  of  principle  or  detail, 
derived  from  the  nature  and  character  of  the  reclama- 
tions themselves,  or  from  the  interests  of  France  in  the 
preservation  of  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States, 
has  been  omitted  to  be  urged  with  the  zeal  and  energy 
which  the  occasion  has  demanded. 
'  1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  g^at  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  Mamtih  Vait  Bu&xir, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Extract. — JM5".  Rives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
[No.  73.]  Paris,  June  14,  1831. 

Sir:  On  the  1st  instant,  supposing  that  sufficient  time 
had  elaps^l  for  the  deliberations  ofthe  council,  I  called 
again  on  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  the  final  decision  ofthe  French  Government. 

The  minister  told  me  that  he  had  brought  the  subject 
again  before  the  council,  and  that  it  had  been  most  ma- 
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turely  and  deliberately  considered;  that  be  and  Monsieur 
Perrier,  the  president  of  the  council,  had,  with  much  dif- 
ficulty, prevailed  on  them  to  add  one  more  million  to  the 
offer  which  had  been  already  made  me,  but  that  was  une- 
quivocally their  ultimatum^  and  he  was  directed  to  an- 
nounce it  to  me,  in  the  most  solemn  form,  as  such;  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  most  enlig^htened  and  influential 
men,  members  of  both  Chambers,  uiat  the  off*er  of  twenty- 
four  millions,  heretofore  made,  was  greatly  too  much; 
that  '. ,  .  ,  and  other  leading 


members  of  the  one  Chamber  or  the  other,  whom  he  men 
tioned,  had  already  expressed  that  opinion  to  him,  and 
emphatically  warned  him  of  the  serious  difficulties  to 
which  this  affair  would  expose  ministers  before  the  Cham- 
bers; that,  under  these  circumstances,  nothing  but  high 
political  considerations,  and  the  strong  desire  they  felt  to 
establish  the  most  friendly  relations  with  the  Uniteil  States, 
bad  induced  them  to  go  as  far  as  thev  had  done,  but  that 
they  had  now  advanced  to  a  limit  which  nothing  whatever 
could  induce  them  to  pass. 

I  replied  that,  after  the  numerous  and  detuled  discus- 
atons  which  had  already  taken  place,  it  was  useless  to  dis- 
cuss the  adequacy  of  the  proposition  he  had  just  made: 
my  only  object  was  to  know  the  final  determination  of  the 
French  Government,  that  I  might  come  to  a  determina- 
tion alike  final  on  my  own  part,  and  thus  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  further  unpleasant  as  well  as  unprofitable  discus- 
sions. 

lie  repeated,  that  what  he  had  just  stated  to  roe  was 
the  final  and  unchangeable  determination  of  the  French 
Government,  and  he  vrished  me  to  consider  it  as  then  an- 
nounced to  me  in  the  most  solemn  manner. 

I  then  observed  to  Count  Sebastiani,  that  nothing  had 
yet  been  said  of  interest  upon  the  sum  proposed  to  be 
paid  by  the  French  Government,  but  that  it  was  an  indis- 
pensable element  in  judging  of  the  proposition  he  had 
made,  and  must  be  understood,  before  I  could  come  to  a 
decision  upon  that  proposition. 

He  replied  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
interest  was  by  no  means  a  matter  of  course;  that  their 
offer  had  always  been  accompanied  with  the  express  con- 
dition of  payment  in  six  years;  that  they  were  not  bound, 
therefore,  by  the  addition  of  interest,  to  make  it  equiva- 
lent to  a  cash  payment;  but,  nevertheless,  the  council,  in 
their  anxious  desire  to  terminate  the  affair,  had  authoriz- 
ed him,  if  1  inasted  upon  it,  to  ag^ee  to  pay  an  interest  of 
four  per  cent.,  which  was  the  highest  they  had  ever  paid 
to  a  foreign  Government  in  a  similar  transaction. 

With  theae  explanations  the  interview  terminated. 

In  this  state  of  things,  finding  nowhere  a  more  authori- 
tative estimate  of  the  Just  amount  of  the  claims  of  our 
citizens  than  that  contained  in  Mr.  Gallatin's  despatch  of 
the  14th  January,  1822,  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  in  which  he 
expresses  the  opinion  that  all  the  claims,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, justly  due,  do  not  exceed  five  millions  of  dollars, 
two  millions  of  which,  he  adds,  *«  there  can  be  no  expec- 
tation ever  will  be  obtained,*'  I  thought  no  time  ought  to 
be  lost  in  securing  the  benefit  of  the  proposition  now  made 
by  the  French  Government.  I  therefore  prepared  the 
projet  of  a  convention,  (of  which  a  copy  accompanies  this 
despatch,)  and,  on  the  3d  of  June,  presented  it  to  the 
ministers. 

After  reading  it  over,  he  signified  his  approbation  of 
the  principal  dispositions  of  it,  with  a  special  exception, 
however,  of  the  fifth  article,  which  contains  a  renuncia- 
tion of  the  French  claims,  and  particularly  of  the  claim 
founded  on  the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty.  He 
said  there  were  claims  of  French  subjects  against  the 
United  SUtes  of  indispensable  justice,  which  the  Ameri- 
can Government  could  not  certainly  refuse  to  satisfy  in 
the  moment  of  obtaining  justice  for  its  own  citizens;  and 
that,  in  regard  to  their  claim  under  the  eighth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana,  it  was  too  well  found- 


ed, and  of  too  much  importance,  to  be  abandoned,  with- 
out a  fair  and  just  equivalent,  especially  after  the  Llieral 
proposition  they  had  made  for  the  paytDeot  of  the  daimi 
of  our  citizens. 

I  observed,  that  no  allusion  having^  been  Bide  in  the 
course  of  our  negotiation  to  the  clainis  of  French nbjects, 
I  had  taken  it  for  granted  that  there  were  sme  which 
were  supposed  to  merit  the  patronage  of  the  Frcsck  Go- 
vernment; and  that,  with  respect  to  the  Louiaaaa  ques- 
tion, I  had  flattered  myself  that  the  present  Gover&Bent 
of  France  would  no  longer  insist  on  a  pretension  v^^ 
had  been  heretofore  used  chiefly  as  an  expedient  for  end- 
ing the  justice  due  to  our  citizens. 

He  repfied,  that  the  negotiation  in  wbich  we  were  ec- 
g^ged,  as  expressly  stated  in  the  report  approved  by  tk« 
King  in  October  l^t,  had  three  distinct  objects:  first,  ttie 
liquidation  of  the  claims  of  American   citizens  tgiisst 
France;  secondly,  the  liquidation  of  the  claims  of  Frcsdi 
subjects  against  the  United  States;  and,  thirdly,  tbe  ad- 
justment of  the  great  question  respecting'  the  execatira 
of  the  Louisiana  treaty:  that  the  natural  march  of  ^aour 
sion  was  to  treat  these  objects  successively;  that  be  bfl 
not  thought  it  necessary  or  proper  to  say  any  thing  of  t&e 
claims  of  French  suhjects  till  those  of  American  citizeiu 
had  been  disposed  of:  but,  having  now  come  (o as  vsdcr- 
standing  respecting  the  latter,  it  remained  lo  adjoA  the 
former,  as  well  as  the  reclamation  relative  to  the  e%hth 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  which,  he  repeated,  was 
too  clearly  founded  in  the  language  oftbatioaltnimeQt,  as 
well  as  in  the  convictions  of  the  French  GoverDSBcnl  wd 
nation,  ever  to  be  gratuitously  abandoned. 

The  minister  then  sent  for  Baron  Defiandis  to  give  in- 
formation respecting  the  claims  0f  French  subjects  ag&isJt 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  it  «u 
proposed  to  settle  the  Louiaana  question.     The  Biroo 
mentioned  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beauroarchais;  tbe 
French  vessels  destroyed  at  Savannah  and  Norfolk,  ia 
1811;  the  four  which  were  captured  by  Captain  Stockton 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  1822;  and  divers  other  ckiiEs, 
some  of  which  I  then  heard  of  for  the  first  time.    la  re- 
£^d  to  the  manner  of  settling  the  question  ooncern.T.| 
the  eighth  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty,  afler  alluding 
to  the  understanding  which  had  taken  place  in  the  tisc 
of  Monsieur  Folignac's  ministry  for  an  abandooicent  of 
this  pretension,  in  consideration  of  a  temporaij  reduction 
of  the  duties  on  French  wines  in  the  Vaited  5Cafc5,  lie 
said  that  the  commission,  unanimously  concurring  in  the 
opinion  that  the  claim  asserted  b^  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  clearly  supported  by  the  language  of  \he\rt:Wwy, 
and  the  nature  of  the  transaction  itself,  Ukougbt  that  th< 
proposed  reduction  of  duties  on  French  wines  did  not  ofc? 
an  equivalent  for  its  abandonment,  but  that  the  Unhei 
States  ought  also  to  grant  a  corresponding  reduction  c:* 
the  duties  on  French  brandies. 

After  some  further  conversation,  which  it  is  notimpcrt- 
ant  to  detail,  the  minister  remarked  that  he  wis  as  yc. 
very  imperfectly  informed  as  to  the  points  which  r€tr.ii*-- 
ed  to  he  adjusted,  and  that  it  would  be  neceasan,  tlicrt- 
fore,  to  reserve  the  discussion  of  them  for  another  ccci- 


ston. 


Finding  that  the  ckim  of  the  heirs  of  Beauroarchais,^  hk^. 
alone  amounted  to  more  than  three  millions  of  francs^  >^ 
to  be  earnestly  insisted  on,  1  thought  it  important  to  p'^ 
sess  the  mind  of  the  minister  as  promptly  as  posatif 
with  those  circumstances  belonging  to  the  histoid  of  '.i- 
times,  which  had  produced  a  belief  in  the  United  Sa^» 
that  the  supplies  which  formed  the  subject  oi"  'i< 
claim  were,  in  fact,  derived  from  tlie  graUiltooi  «&&'' 
ance  of  the  French  monarch. 

On  the  4th  instant,  therefore,  I  again  called  «  ^^'^ 
and  entered  into  an  historical  exposition  of  this  chisw  ^^ 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  founded  <»  V\\c 
documents  which  had  been  published    in  the  T^uvitc 
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States.  Coant  Sebastiant  remarked  that  he  knew  very 
little  of  the  intrinsic  merits  of  this  claim,  but  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  stood 
committed  b^  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Duke  de 
Richelieu,  of  the  2d  December,  1816,  connected  with  the 
Duke's  answer,  to  pay  it,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  much 
surprise  in  France  that  it  had  not  been  heretofore  paid. 
I  replied  by  calling  his  attention  to  the  language  of  the 
correspondence  between  Mr.  Gallatin  and  the  Duke  de 
Richeheu,  as  not  justifying  the  inference  he  had  drawn 
from  it. 

The  minister  then  sud  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to  make 
himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with  this  claim,  or  the 
others  which  would  be  presented;  that  he  would  be  ne<> 
cessarily  occupied  witJi  other  matters  of  great  urgency 
before  the  departure  of  the  Kin^,  who  was  to  set  out  on 
the  6th  instant  on  an  excursion  mto  the  eastern  depart* 
ments,  but  that,  if  I  would  call  again  on  Wednesday,  the 
8th  instant,  he  hoped  then  to  be  able  to  enter  with  me  on 
this  part  of  our  negotiation. 

On  the  8th  instant,  accordingly,  I  called  again  at  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Affairs;  but  the  minister  informed  me 
that  an  exposition  of  the  French  claims,  which  was  pre- 
paring in  the  bureau,  had  not  yet  been  completed,  and  he 
was  consequently  not  ready  to  enter  upon  the  subject  with 
me;  that  it  would  probably  be  finished  that  day  or  the 
next,  and,  afVer  reading  it,  he  would  immediately  send  it 
to  me  that  I  might  make  my  observations  upon  it. 

On  the  lOth  instant,  not  having  yet  received  the  promis- 
ed exposition,  I  renewed  my  cau  at  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Affairs;  but  the  minister  being  urgently  occupied  with 
the  affairs  of  Belgium,  which  had  at  that  moment  assum- 


therefore  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  excellency  the  pro- 
jet  of  a  convention,  in  English  and  in  French,  which  your 
excellency  will  recognise  to  be  the  same  as  that  I  had  the 
honor  to  hand  you  on  the  3d  instant,  except  that  the 
blanks,  left  in  that,  are  now  filled  up  according  to  the 
terms  of  your  excellency's  proportion,  to  wit,  the  blank 
for  the  principal  sum  to  be  paid,  with  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  millions  of  francs;  that  for  the  interest,  with  four  per 
cent.,  &c.  &c. 

If  this  projet  should  not  meet  the  views  of  your  excel- 
lency in  all  respects,  as  the  general  approbation  of  it  ex- 
pressed by  you  assures  me  that  it  does  in  the  main,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  invite  your  excellency  to  state  the  result  of 
your  observations  upon  it,  in  the  ibrro  of  admission,  modi- 
fication, or  substitution  of  the  respective  articles,  that  be- 
ing obviously  the  best  means  for  arriving  at  the  prompt 
practical  conclusion  which  is  believed  to  be  equally  in  the 
interests  and  wish  of  both  parties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 


Projet  of  Convention. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  French, equally  desiring,  by  a  just  and  amicable  ter- 
mination of  the  discussions  which  have  arisen  between  the 
Governments  of  the  two  countries,  to  extinguish  all  source 
of  misunderstanding  between  them,  and  to  establish  their 
friendship  and  harmony  on  a  lasting  foundation,  have,  for 
this  purpose,  respectively  named  their  plenipotentiaries, 
to  wit,  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by 


and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  William 
ed  a  very  critical  and  menacing  aspect,  from  the  refusal  I C .  Rives,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 


of  the  Congress  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  an  unqua 
lified  adhesion  to  the  protocols  of  the  London  conference, 
he  sent  me  an  apology  for  not  being  able  to  see  mc,  and 
requested  that  I  would  return  on  the  following  day. 

On  the  11th,  when  I  returned,  the  minister  was  on  the 
point  of  leaving  his  hotel,  on  an  occasion  connected  with 
the  same  engrossing  topic  of  Belgian  affairs,  and  I  was 
again  disappointed  m  the  hope  of  a  conference. 

In  this  state  of  things,  I  thought  it  important  that  the 
proposition  which  had  been  made  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment for  the  adjustment  of  our  claims  should  be  put  on 
record,  and,  with  that  view,  as  well  as  to  accelerate  the 
progress  of  the  neg^otiation,  I  yesterday  a<ldressed  to  the 
minister  a  note  accompanied  by  the  projet  of  a  conven- 
tion, copies  of  both  of  which  are  herewith  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 
To  the  Hon.  Mabtist  Vak  Bubeit, 

Secretary  of  State, 

P.  S.  Lest,  by  possibility,  the  important  despatch  of  Mr. 
Gallatin,  of  the  14th  January,  1822,  hereinbefore  refer- 
red to,  may  not  be  on  the  files  of  the  State  Department,  I 
enclose  a  copy  of  it  taken  from  the  books  of  this  lega- 
tion. 


W.  C.  Rives  to  Count  Sebastianif  Minister,  Secretary  of  Slate' 
for  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Paris,  June  13, 1831. 

Monsieur  le  Coxtb:  The  explanations  which  have  al- 
ready taken  place  in  the  numerous  conferences  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  holding  with  your  excellency  on 
the  subjects  of  the  negotiation  with  which  we  have  been 
recently  occupied,  leaving  very  little  more  to  be  done  than 
the  formal  execution  of  what  has  been  mutually  agreed 
upon,  it  has  appeared  to  me  that  the  readiest  mode  of 
bringing  the  negotiation  to  a  termination  would  be  the 
presentation  of  regular  conventional  articles.    I  have» 


tiary  of  the  said  United  States  at  the  court  of  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  French,  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
French,  who,  af^cr  having  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
found  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed  upon,  and  con- 
cluded the  following  articles: 

Jlrticle  1.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French  engages 
to  pay  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  francs  on  account  of  the  reclama- 
tions preferred  by  the  said  Government  in  behalf  of  its 
citizens  for  the  alleged  capture,  seizure,  sequestration, 
condemnation,  or  destruction  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes, 
or  other  property,  by  the  public  or  private  armed  ships, 
the  tribunals,  officers,  or  other  authorities  of  France; 
which  sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  agrees  to  receive,  and  to  cause 
to  be  distributed  among  the  several  claimants. 

Article  2.  The  aforesaid  sum  of  twenty^five  millions  of 
francs  shall  be  paid  at  the  city  of  Washington,  in  six  an- 
nual instalments,  of  frcs.  4166.666.66  each,  and  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  receive  tiie  same;  the  first  of 
the  said  instalments  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  one 
year  followin|^  the  date  of  this  convention,  and  the  others 
at  successive  intervals  of  a  year,  one  after  another,  till  the 
whole  shall  be  paid. 

At  the  payment  of  each  of  the  said  instalments,  the  in- 
terest thereupon,  as  well  as  upon  the  other  instalments 
then  remaining  unpaid,  which  is  hereby  fixed  at  the  rate 
of  four  per  centum,  to  be  computed  from  the  date  of  this 
convention,  shall  be  likewise  paid. 

Article  3.  The  final  adjustment  of  the  claims  in  question, 
and  the  distribution  of  the  abovementioned  sums,  shall  be 
made  in  such  manner,  and  upon  such  principles,  as  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Congnsss  of  the  United  States,  or 
by  a  tribunal  to  be  organized  by  them  for  that  purpose. 

Article  4.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  investigation  and  ad- 
justment of  the  said  claims,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
French  engages,  when  thereunto  requested,  to  cause  to 
be  delivered  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  duly 
authorized  for  that  purpose,  by  Uie  Government  of  the 
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United  States,  all  such  documentii  papers,  judicial  acts* 
or  other  proceedings,  exuting  in  the  archiFes  of  Uie  prize 
tribunals,  or  of  other  departments  of  the  French  Gorem- 
ment,  as  relate  to  the  acts  for  which  the  foregoing  indem- 
nity is  stipulated  to  be  paid. 

Jbade  5.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  hereby 
definitively  renounces  the  reclamations  which  have  been, 
or  might  hereafter  be,  formed,  respecting  the  illegal  cap- 
tures, seizures,  sequestrations,  condemnations,  and  other 
iniuries  hereinbefore  mentioned;  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  French,  on  his  part,  abandons  the  reclamations  which 
have  been  heretofore  presented  by  the  Government  of 
France  against  the  United  States,  particularly  in  what  re- 
lates to  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  between 
the  two  Goverments  respecting  the  execution  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  Louisiana. 

Article  6.  The  present  convention  shall  be  duly  ratified 
on  both  sides,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at 
Washington  in  the  space  of  months  after  the  date  of 

the  signature  hercor,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  and  in  virtue  of  our  respective  full 
powers,  we  have  signed  these  articles,  and  thereto  set  our 
seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  day  of  1831. 


[translatiok.] 
Mr,  Bivea  to  Count  Sebastianu 

Paris,  June  IS,  1831. 

HoirsiKua  ls  Coktx:  After  the  explanations  which 
have  been  made  on  bpth  sides  in  the  many  conferences  we 
have  had  on  the  subject  of  this  negotiation,  I  conceive 
that,  as  nothing  but  a  formal  conclusion  remains  to  be 
made,  the  best  plan  would  be  for  me  to  present  a  drauglit 
of  a  convention.  Therefore,  I  now  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  your  excellency  a  projet  drawn  up  in  English 
and  French,  which  will  be  found  to  be  tlie  same  submit- 
ted by  me  on  the  3d  instant,  except  that  the  blanks  left  in 
the  latter  have  been  filled  up  in  this,  according  to  the 
terms  proposed  by  your  excellency,  to  wit:  the  blank  re- 
lating to  the  principal  to  be  paid,  by  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
millions  of  francs;  that  respecting  the  interest,  by  the 
words  •'four  per  cent.,"  &c.  &c. 

I  can  have  no  donbt,  after  the  approbation  expressed 
by  your  excellency  of  the  general  tenor  of  the  treaty, 
that  the  chief  propositions  will  be  adopted;  but,  in  case 
any  portions  should  not  exactly  conform  to  your  views,  I 
request  that  your  excellency  will  have  the  kindness  to 
make  known  your  wishes  under  the  form  of  admissions, 
modifications,  or  substitut  ons  of  the  proposed  articles. 
This  will  clearly  be  the  easiest  method  to  arrive  at  a  defi- 
nitive conclusion,  which  is  equally  required  by  the  wishes 
and  interest  of  both  parties. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  &c. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 


and  consent  of  the  Senate,  WiOism  G.  ffiro^  Isffff  Ex- 
traordinary and  Mmister  PlenipotentiiiyoftkeaidUflit. 
ed  States  near  the  court  of  his  Majesty  tbeCq^of  the 
French;  who,  having  communicated  to  eschollKf  tbeir 
full  powers,  found  to  be  in  doe  snd  proper  fati,  bare 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles.* 

Artiek  1.  His  Majesty  ue  King  of  tlie  Frendopgei 
to  pay  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Ststesthtntf 
twenty^ive  millions  of  francs,  inscqaittalofthetiHB 
preferred  by  said  Government  in  behalf  ofi1scitiz«ii,a 
account  of  illegal  captures,  seizures,  8equeftnti(n,  ca- 
demnation,  and  destruction  of  their  Tewh^  carpei,  ud 
other  property,  by  the  armed  ships  of  the  State,  or  rf 
private  individuals,  and  by  tiie  tribaiab,  officen,  »d 
other  authorities  of  France;  which  som  of  tventj-fiTeiai 
lions  of  francs  the  Government  of  the  United  StstocGo- 
sents  to  receive,  and  distribute  among  the  TvioaiciiJa- 
ants. 

JSrtide  2.  The  abovementioned  sum  is  to  be  pui  t! 
Washington,  in  mx  annual  instalments  of  four  mOBoa  ooe 
hundred  and  nxly-«ix  thousand  six  hundred  udBr}« 
francs  nxty-aix  centimes  each,  to  such  perm  ffpenoa 
as  the  Govemisent  of  the  United  States  inj  lotkaia  b 
receive  them;  tbefiratmslalmenttobeptidittbeeBdef 
one  year  after  the  sirningof  the  present  warattai" 
the  others  at  the  end  of  each  year,  succesarehiBBiii* 
whole  be  paid.     To  the  amount  of  each  mdj^ 
shall  be  added  the  interest  of  the  8umtba|wl,««J 
as  that  of  the  whole  sum  which  remsimtftbtpiMi «« 
interest  being  fixed  by  this  convention  it  the  ntedte« 
per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  calculated  frco  the  diyoiw 
signing  of  said  convention.  • 

ArHele  3.  The  definitive  settlement  of  the  to  !^ 
question,  and  the  distribution  of  the  »P«ified  «bd^  "* 
be  conducted  after  the  manner,  andsccordif 


[TBARSLATTOir.] 

Proiei  of  a  Convention  between  ike  United  States  and 
France^  submitted  by  Mr,  Rives  to  Count  Sebastiani  on 
the  ISth  June,  1831. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Franch,  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  being  equally  desirous  to  terminate  the 
existing  differences  between  the  two  countries  in  a  just 
and  amicable  manner,  and  thus,  by  destroying  all  causes 
of  misunderstanding,  to  establish,  on  a  lasting  basis,  that 
friendship  and  harmony  which  should  hereafter  unite  them, 
have,  to  that  effect,  named  their  respective  plenipotentia- 
ries, to  wit: 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  *  * 

♦      .,       ♦  •  ♦  ♦  and  the 

President  of  the  United  SUtes,  by  and  with  the  advice 


ciples,  which  may  be  laid  down  by  the  Congres  of jIb 
United  SUtes,  or  by  the  tribunals  which  »t  i»?ewe» 
for  the  purpose.      "  .         ,j 

Jrtick  4.  In  ord<r  to  faciliUtctheex»iDiMt|<n'»?'r 
justment  of  these  claims,  his  Majesty  the  Kaf"  ^ 
French  engages  that  all  document^  jodidilof  <wjf'J 
pcrs,  relating  to  the  objccU  of  thi«coDTCDtiOB,«i»"^ 
mg  among  the  archives  of  the  councils,  ?"«  wow, 
other  branches  of  the  administration,  or  dep^J" 
the  Government,  shall  be  delivered  oo<J««7.f  ?^!^ 
duly  authorized  thereto  by  the  Got«»«d«««'"^'^'' 

Article  5.  The  Government  of  the  CiiHedSbtes^ 

hereby  renounce  all  chums  which  u« «  ^?  ^j.« 
red  on  account  of  seizures,  captures,  or  otn«  s^ 
enumerated  above;  and  bis  Majesty  the  ^'"S "  J 
French,on  his  part,  abandons  the  claim*  Jul W«;^!* 
by  the  French  Government  against  the  ^^^^J^ 
more  especially  those  on  account  of  the  ^^^ 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  ©^  1-^"^^; ,,  ^, 

Article  6.    The  present  convention  *ail  »e  Q^ 
fied  by  the  two  contracting  parties,  and  the  n\^^ 
sitall  be  exchanged  at  Washington  wit^n  ^^^^-^^ 
ter  the  date  of  the  signature  thereof,  and  a  ^ 
that  period  as  possible.  ^.u.  fj 

In  fiiith  whereof,  and  in  virtue  of  thar  "'Pf  ^^ 
powers,  the  abovementioned  plenipotentisnes^^^^.. 


ed  the  preceding  articles,  and  have  thereunto 
seals. 


Done  at  Paris,  this 
eighteen  hundred  and 


day  of 


in 


the)*' 


From  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affmrs  ofFrmi»  ^- 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  has  the  ^^^^ 
mitting  to  Mr.  Rives,  according  to  bs  pf^^ 
notes,  containing  an  exposition  ©fall  ihow  *^^ 
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against  the  United  States  which  have  been  considered  as 
properly  comprehended  in  the  negotiation  now  going  on. 
He  takes  this  occasion  to  assure  Mr.  Rives  of  his  higli 
consideration. 


[TRAirSLATIOir.] 

Claims  of  Ihmee. 

1.  Claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarcbais  for 
articles  furnished  according  to  account 
admitted  on  the  3d  of  February,  1806, 
being  principal  and  interest  to  that  date, 

Interest  on  the  above  sum  since  February 
3,  1806,  according  to  contract,  - 

2 .  Value  of  the  privateers  Vengeance  and 
Franchise,  burnt  by  a  mob  at  Savannah, 
in  1811,  .... 

3.  Value  of  the  privateer  La  Revanche  du 
Cerf,  burnt  in  the  harbor  of  Norfolk, 
in  1811,  by  an  unlawful  force,  - 

4.  Claim  for  damages  sustained  by  the 
ship  St.  Francois,  which  was  obliged  to 
alter  her  course,  and  to  receive  on  board 
thirty-six  English  prisoners  from  the 
American  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  - 

5.  Claim  for  the  Jeune  Emilie  on  account 
of  damages  similar  to  those  sustained  by 
the  St.  Francois,  ... 

6.  C  laim  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
de  tention  of  the  ship  Minervc  by  the 
American  frigate  Constellation,  in  the 
po>rt  of  Mahon,  in  1823, 

7.  Claim  on  account  of  the  illegal  deten- 
tion of  the  Eugene  by  the  custom-house 
officers  on  St.  Mary's  river,  in  Florida, 
in  1820,  -  -  -  .  . 

8.  Claim  on  account  of  exorbitant  salvage 
duties  levied  by  the  United  States 
sch.ooner  Terrier  on  the  French  ship 
Calypso,  viz. 

For  the  ship,  .... 
For  the  cargo,  ... 

9.  For  overcharge  of  duties  on  the  French 
ship  Factole,  at  Pensacola,  in  1827, 

10.  Damages  sustained  by  the  Jeune  Eu- 
genie, from  her  being  illegaUy  seized  on 
the  coast  of  Africa  by  the  United  Statet 
schooner  Alligator,  and  from  depreda- 
tions,     ..... 

11.  For  damages  sustained  by  the  ship 
Mathilde  on  account  of  detention  by  the 
United  States  schooner  Alligator, 

12.  For  damages  of  the  same  character 
sustained  by  the  Julie,    ... 

13.  For  detention  of  the  Eliza  by  the  Alli- 
gator,     ..... 

14.  For  payment  of  four  draf^  upon  the 
treasury  of  the  U(pion,  made  payable  to 
the  order  of  the  cashier  of  the  French 
treasury  on  account  of  the  cesson  of 
Louisiana,  .... 

16.  For  the  amount  of  prizes  due  to 
Frenchmen  of  the  legion  of  Luxembourg 
by  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  said 
amount  now  lying  in  the  Charieston 
Bank.     See  memorir^l. 

15.  Claims  of  Frenchmen  to  lands  grant- 
ed them  by  Indian  tribes  before  they  be- 
came under   the    Government  of  the 

'    United  States.     See  memorial. 


Franc*.       Ce. 

2,699,999  00 
1,000,875  00 

170,000  00 

70,000  00 


30,000  00 
40,000  00 

946  00 

20,000  00 


30,000  00 
80,000  00 

13,000  00 


263,897  00 

60,000  00 

80,000  00 

30,000 


101,534  41 


jSum  total  of  accounts  made  out,    - 

f 


-  4,689,241  41 


[TBAirSLATIOZr.] 

Note  1. — Beaumarchau^a  Claim. 

The  heirs  of  Beaumarcbais  claim  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  payment  for  arms  and  clothing  fur- 
nished to  the  United  States  during  the  war  of  indepen« 
dence.  The  amount,  as  calculated  by  the  American  trea- 
sury in  1806,  February  3d,  was,  in  principal,  667,250  11- 
vres,  and  in  interest  up  to  that  date  2,032,749  livres. 
The  interest  since  that  period,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  will  be  about  1,000,875  francs  more;  so  that 
the  whole  debt,  up  to  this  moment,  is  3,700,874  francs. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States,  however,  re- 
fuses to  pay  this  debt,  alleging,  first,  that  Mr.  Beaumar- 
cbais received  from  Count  de  Vergennes,  in  1776,  the 
sum  of  one  million  (livres,)  out  of  the  secret  fund  of  the 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  which  he  was  to  employ  in 
furnishing  the  very  articles  for  which  his  heirs  now  de- 
mand payment;  and  that  he  had  thus  received  more  than 
he  laid  claim  to  as  having  been  advanced. 

Secondly,  that  the  abovementioned  million  was  after- 
wards counted  in  the  donation  of  three  millions  made  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the  financial 
treaty  of  February  26,  1783. 

To  this  the  heirs  of  Beaumarcbais  reply,  that  this  mil- 
lion was  not  employed  in  furnishing  the  articles  for  which 
payment  is  now  demanded;  and  that  M.  Beaumarcbais 
had  rendered  account  thereof  to  the  French  Government, 
which  alone  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and 
receive  such  account. 

Things  being  in  this  state,  Mr.  Gallatin,  on  the  2d  De- 
cember, 1816,  addressed  to  M.  de  Richelieu  a  request 
that  he  would  give  him  some  explanation  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  ssdd  million  had  been  expended,  adding, 
that  an  explicit  negative  declaration  by  the  French  Go^ 
vemment  would  silence  the  objection  made  to  the  claini 
by  the  United  States. 

M.  de  Richelieu  replied  on  the  16th  December,  1816, 
in  a  manner  entirely  favorable  to  the  heirs  of  Beaumar- 
chais;  for  he  declared,  formally,  thai  '*  the  million  given 
on  the  10th  of  Jhne,  1776,  had  immediately  reached  its 
intended  destination,  and  that  (according  to  the  custom 
of  that  time)  a  simple  approval  by  the  Kmg  was  the  only 
definite  account  (piece  eomptable)  of  the  use  which  had 
been  made  of  it;  (this  approval  was  dated  December  7* 
1776,  but  a  few  months  after  the  delivery  of  the  money;) 
and  that,  moreover,  from  a  new  examination  of  the  facts, 
it  appeared  that  the  million  tn  question  had  not  been  em- 
ployed by  M.  Beaumarcbais  in  purchasing  the  articles 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  United  States. 

M.  de  Richelieu  had,  therefore,  reason  to  hope  that 
Congress  would  act  favorably  and  speedily  on  a  claim 
founded  upon  the  most  sacred  obligations. 

Several  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  two  Attor- 
neys General,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  congression- 
al committees,  have  been  in  favor  of  acquitting  this  claim, 
and,  in  fact,  aAer  the  express  declaration  made  by  the 
French  Government,  no  reason  can  be  given  for  deferring 
the  payment. 

It  may  be  observed,  besides,  that  the  United  States 
House  of  Representatives  appears  to  have  considered  the 
question  ended,  by  its  adoption  of  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee made  February  16th,  1824,  which  hinted  tliat  the 
Executive  should  Include  this  claim  in  ftie  negotiations 
then  going  on  between  the  United  States  and  France. 


[TBAirSLATIOa.] 

Note  2.-*Ciknm  on  aeeouni  of  the  JFVeneh  veeeela  Fm- 

geanee  and  Jfyanekiee. 

The  French  privateer  Veng^eance,  and  the  despatch 
vessel  Franchise,  were,  on  the  15th  of  November,  1811, 
burnt  in  the  port  of  SaTaiuuh,  by  a  mob  wMch  had  been 
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rtiied  on  parpose  B^ntt  the  French.  The  owners  cUim 
indemnification  for  their  lonefl,  which  they  have  prored 
to  be  equal  to  170,000  fnncB. 

It  is  unirersally  admitted  that  all  damagfes  sustained  in 
consequence  of  popular  tumults  are  to  be  rep^red  either 
bjr  the  district  in  which  they  were  receiyed,  or  by  the 
Government  of  the  country;  for»  in  such  cases,  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals  are  incapable  of  rendering  justice  to  the  in- 
dividuals who  have  suffered.  The  Governments  under 
the  faith  and  protection  of  which  strangers  place  their 
persons  and  property,  and,  more  especially,  their  navi^- 
tion  and  commerce,  should  secure  them  from  acts  of  vio- 
lence of  this  nature,  which,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
persons  engaged,  become  public  acts.  In  the  United 
States,  strangers  neither  can  nor  ought  to  know  any  other 
than  the  General  Government  of  the  Union;  and  if  the  re- 
sponsibiliW  rest  in  the  end  upon  the  State  of  Georgia  or 
toe  city  of  Savannah,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, towards  a  country  in  peace  witli  the  United 
States,  to  use  its  power  in  obtaining  ju&tice  for  the  in- 
jured. 

The  minister  of  France,  at  Washington,  demanded  in^. 
demnification  for  the  loss  of  these  two  vessels  as  early  as 
1812,  but  the  success  of  this  demand  became  naturally  in- 
volved in  the  examination,  then  going  on,  of  cuunu 
against  France  which  the  United  States  was  preparing  to 
assert. 

The  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  strongly  recommended 
that  this  claim  should  be  admitted  in  the  negotiation  now 
pending  between  France  and  the  United  States. 


[tkaitslatiov.] 

Note  2.^Claim  on  aetouni  of  the  French privaieer  La  Bt- 

vanekt  du  Corf, 

The  French  privateer  La  Revanche  du  Cerf,  of  70  tons, 
carrying  four  g^ns,  entered  the  bay  of  Norfolk  in  April, 
1811.  The  inhabitants  were  at  that  time  exasperated 
against  the  French,  and  some  false  reports  which  had 
b^en  circulated  against  the  vessel  were  tne  cause  of  a  po- 
pular tumult;  in  fine,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  April, 
the  privateer  was  surrounded  by  boats  filled  with  armed 
men,  who  boarded  her,  seized  and  tied  the  crew,  and  then 
set  her  on  fire. 

This  striking  violation  of  the  rights  of  nations  remain- 
ed unpunished;  but  the  demand  for  indemnification  is 
founded  upon  the  same  principles  with  that  for  the  de 
struction  of  La  Vengeance,  and  the  right  is  equally  incon- 
testable. 

The  claim  amounts  to  70,000  francs. 


[tbahslatiov.] 

Note   4.— CZotm    on  account    of  the   French  ship   St, 

FranctM. 

The  French  ship  St.  Francois,  during  her  passage  from 
Marseilles  to  Cayenne,  was  stopped  on  the  25th  Septem- 
ber, 1814,  by  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  of 
twenty 4 wo  guns,  whose  commander.  Captain  Blakely, 
compelled  the  master  of  the  St.  Francois  to  receive  on 
board  his  vessel  thirty-six  English  prisoners,  under  peril 
of  having  her  burnt  in  case  he  reAised, 

The  St.  Francois,  not  having  on  board  provisions 
enough^  was  obliged  to  stop  at  Madeira,  where  the  pri- 
soners were  delivered  up  to  an  English  frigate:  the  own- 
ers, however,  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  which  can  be  proved 
to  have  been  occasioned  entirely  by  the  violent  and  arbi- 
trary proceedings  above  related.  Indemnification  to  the 
amount  of  30,000  francs  is  now  demanded  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  which  is  clearly  responnble  for 
the  acta  of  its  navy  oflficers.  The  claim  is  for  being  forced 
to  qiut  her  course*  and  for  expenses  of  prisoners,  | 


[tbakslatiov.] 

Note  5. — CUdm  on  account  of  the  Freruk  brig  La 

Emilie. 

The  brig  La  Jeune  Emilie,  of  St.  MiJo,  whie  Eshing- 
for  cod  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  in  AogiiA,  I8I49 
was  boarded  by  the  American  privateer  Wbig,  Capftain 
Clark,  of  New  York,  and  obliged,  at  the  rnk  of  bcsi^ 
sunk,  to  receive  eleven  English  priaonera,  far  vbose  np- 
port  no  provisions  were  furmsned.  In  conseqiieiKe  of 
this,  the  brig  was  obliged  to  quit  the  Banks,  with  ooiy 
one-third  of  a  cargo  of  fish,  and  the  owners  snsteined  a 
loss,  for  which  they  claim  indemnification,  to  tbe  amoant 
of  40,000  francs. 

The  conduct  of  the  privateer  was  clearly  at  variance 
with  the  laws  of  nations  and  maritime  osages;  and  the 
United  States  being  responsible  for  the  acta  of  its  privs- 
teers  against  neutrals,  cannot  refuse  the  claim  of  the 
owners  of  the  Jeune  Emilie. 


[TRJJTSLATTOir.] 

Note  6. — Ckdm  on  account  of  the  brig  La  Mmara, 

The  French  brig  La  Minerva,  while  in  the  act  of  Jeariog 
Port  Mahon,  was,  on  the  3d  of  Januazy,  1825,  bouded 
by  a  detachment  of  fourteen  men  from  the  Uoctod  States 
frigate  Constitution;  they  came  under  pretence o/'looking- 
for  a  deserter,  and  the  midshipman  who  commanded  them 
used  great  violence  towards  the  captain  of  La  Minerva, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  was  obliged  lo  dto^  anchor, 
and  lay  his  complaints  before  the  French  consul.    The 
matter  being  inquired  into,  the  American  commander 
disavowed  the  proceedings  of  the  midshipman  and  sailors; 
but  La  Minerva  was  detamed  twelve  days,  which,  at  tbe 
rate  expressed  in  her  papers,  was  equivalent  to  a  loss  of 
nine  hundred  francs,  besides  the  expenses  of  protesta- 
tions, &c.,  which  were  forty-six  francs,  noaktng-  In  all  nine 
hundred  and  forty-six  francs,  which  the  captain  clains 
and  which  the  American  Government  shoula  pay,  as  it  is 
clearly  responsible  for  the  acts  of  its  officers  towards  otkcr 
countries. 


[tbassultiov.] 
Note  7. — Claim  on  account  of  the 

The  French  ship  Eugene  sailed  from  Malsgar  to  a  Flo- 
rida  port  on  the  SOth  of  September,  1820.  On  tbe  2Ut 
of  November,  she  cast  anchor  at  St.  Joseph's,  on  the  side 
of  the  river  St.  Mary,  which  then  belonged  to  Spam,  and 
made  her  declaration  at  the  Spanish  custom-house  of  St. 
Augustine.  But,  on  the  26th,  the  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
can custom-house  of  St.  Mary's  wished  to  oblige  him  to 
pay  duties  at  that  port,  and,  on  his  refusal,  forced  him  to 
quit  the  coast. 

The  Eugene,  thus  driven  off,  went  to  Savannah,  and 
there  finished  its  business,  at  a  loss,  however,  the  cargo 
being  selected  for  another  port.  Thia  loss  amounted  to 
twenty  thousand  francs,  for  which  the  owners  have  beea 
long  Endeavoring,  in  vain,  to  obtain  indemnification. 

This  proceeding  of  tbe  custom-house  officers  is  certain- 
ly an  abuse  of  powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  indeed  it  has 
been  formally  acknowledged  to  be  such;  and,  as  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  cannot  refuse  to  acknow- 
ledge its  responsibility  for  the  acts  of  its  officers,  the  sen- 
timents of  justice  with  which  it  is  imbued  will  not  prcTent 
a  longer  delay  in  settTmg  this  claim. 

[TRUrSLATIOK.] 

Note  8. — Claim  on  account  of  the  »hip  Caiypm, 

The  French  ship  Calypso  on  her  way  from  St.IKMningo, 
laden  with  500,000  pounds  of  coffee  and  50,000  fiancs  in 
gold,  was,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1834,  tsken  by  a 
pirate  off  the  coast  of  Cuba;  her  crew  were  pat  into  a 
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oat,  and  abandonedf  two  days  after  they  were  met  by  the 
jn  j^lish  sloop  Lioo,  and  the  American  corvette  Terrier, 
'hich  two  vessels,  on  the  information  received  from  the 
'rench  captain,  set  ofF,  and,  in  a  few  days,  found  the  Ga- 
rpso  ashore.  The  pirates,  who  were  plundering  her, 
lade  off,  and  the  ship  was  got  afloat,. but,  instead  of  her 
eing  restored  to  her  rightful  owners,  an  American  prize 
kaster  was  put  on  board,  and  she  was  carried  into  Key 
Test;  there  a  jury  was  raised  by  virtue  of  a  pretended 
.w  of  Florida,  which,  on  the  2d  of  December,  ordered 
le  Calypso  to  be  sold,  and  out  of  the  proceeds,  (very 
nail,)  eighty  per  cent,  to  be  paid  as  salvage  to  her  cap- 
>rs,  eight  to  her  crew,  and  but  twelve  per  cent,  to  the 
wners. 

The  captain's  protest  was  in  vain,  and  the  claims  of  the 
ersons  interested  have,  as  yet,  received  no  attention, 
tmong  the  claimants,  the  principal  is  Mr.  Martin  Lafitte. 
Lt  length,  however,  the  Government  examined  the  pre- 
^ndedlaw  under  which  the  unjust  decision  was  given, 
nd  has  declared  the  same  to  be  null  and  void$  still  it  has 
ot  done  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  the  victims.  At  pre- 
ent,  however,  it  will  doubtless  consider  itself  bound  in 
onor  to  indemnify  the  owners  for  the  injustice  committed 
awards  them  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  under 
le  semblance  of  leg^ity,  and  through  a  usurpation  of 
tower  not  g^nted  by  the  constitution.  It  should  also  be 
onsidered,  that  tliose  who  profited  by  the  seizure  were 
fRcers  and  seamen  of  the  United  States  navy,  whom  it 
nay  oblige  to  refund.  The  losses  sustiuned  amount  to 
ibout  110,000  francs. 


[tbarslatiov.] 
Note  9. — Claim  on  account  of  the  ship  Paeiole. 

The  custom-house  of  Pensacola,  in  1826,  laid  upon  the 
largo  of  the  French  ship  Pactole,  over  and  above  the 
Luties  as  fixed  for  that  period  by  the  convention  of  June 
!4,  1822,  an  additional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  as  imposed 
»y  the  tariffs  of  the  United,  States  upon  foreign  shipping: 
tils  unju«t  demand  was  con^lied  witii,  amounting  to  about 
12,000  francs. 

The  Secretary  of  State  informed  the  minister  of  France 
•n  the  28th  of  January,  1831,  in  reply  to  his  demand  for 
estitiition  of  the  above  sum,,  that  he  hoped  a  decision 
fou\d  be  passed  favorable  to  his  wishes, which  was  indeed 
»nly  delayed  by  some  accidental  circumstances. 

The  payment  of  this  just  claim  cannot  reasonably  be 
lelayed  bevond  the  period  when  France  shows  herself 
inxious  to  ao  justice  to  the  demands  of  the  United  States, 


^o  the  French  minister,  declared  that  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment had  issued  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels 
employed  in  putting  down  the  slave  trade,  to  board  no 
vessels  sailing  under  any  other  than  the  United  States 
flag.  The  French  minister,  in  his  note  of  the  22d  of 
June,  1822,  informed  the  Secretary  that  the  French 
Government  was  satisfied;  but  that  the  question  of.  in-, 
demnification  would  be  left  undetermined,  and  that  the 
right  of  demanding  it  still  remuned  with  the  owners. 

The  claim  for  indemnification  is  unquestionable,  being 
based  upon  the  responubility  of  the  General  Government 
for  the  acts  of  its  officers. 

The  sum  demanded  is  233,897  francs  for  damages,  and 
30,000  francs  for  articles  taken  from  the  vessel. 


[tbakslatiobt.] 

Note  11,-^Claim  on  account  of  the  MatUda.  Aug.  30, 1830. 

The  schooner  Matilda  was,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1821, 
boarded  and  captured  at  Grand  Bacha,  on  the  African 
coast,. under  pretence  that  she  was  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  although  nothing  could  be  adduced  as  proof.  The 
crew  were  put  in  irons,  and  their  places  supphed  by  Ame- 
ricans. On  the  10th  June,  when  the  prisoners  were  per- 
mitted to  change  their  clothes,  Captam  Philibert  ana  his 
men  seized  the  opportunity  to  rise  upon  the  prize  crew, 
and  retook  the  vessel.  Captain  Philibert  then  made  sail 
for  Cayenne,  where  he  gave  up  the  Americans,  and  made 
his  declaration. 

The  claim  for  indemnification  is  based  on  the  same 
grounds  with  that  of  the  Jeune  Eugenie )  the  sum  demand^ 
ed  is  60,000  francs. 


[TBAirSLATIOir.  ] 

Note  10. — Claim  on  account  of  the  Jeune  Eugenie, 

The  Jeune  £ugenie»  from  Guadaloupe,  bound  for  Mida- 
fuette,  on  the  African  coast,  was  taken  in  1821,  May  17, 
irhile  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gallinas,  by  the 
American  schooner  Alligator,  under  pretence  that  she 
ras  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  that  she  was  built  in  Ame- 
ica,  and  that  there  was  no  proof  of  her  having  become 
French  property. 

The  otncers  and  sailors  were  put  in  irons,  and  the  cap- 
sin,  who  happened  to  be  ashore  at  the  time,  was  lef^ 
here.  The  Jeune  Eugenie  was  then  sent  to  Boston,  with 
UA  American  crew. 

Messrs.  Raibant  and  Labatut,  on  receiving  news  of  this, 
ent  an  agent  to  Boston,  and  on  the  24th  of  August,  1821, 
he  French  minister  demanded  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
he  restoration  of  the  vessel  to  the  French  consul  $t 
Boston. 

The  American  Government  being  convinced  that  the 
^eune  Eugenie  was  bona  fide  French  property,  ordered 

ker  to  be  surrendered;  this  was  done  on  the  10th  of 
torch,  1822.  Moreover,  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  note 

Vol..  IX.— O  o 


[tuahslatioit.] 

Note  12. — CkUm  on  account  of  the  JuUe. 

The  French  vessel  Julie,  while  laying  in  the  Rio  Ponnv. 
was  on  the  9th  of  May,  1821,  boarded  by  thirty  men;  ber 
cable  was  cut,. and  she  was  forcibly  carried  alongside  the 
American  ship  Alligator.  While  on  her  way,  she  struck 
on  a  sand  bank,  and  could  not  be  got  off  until  the  tide  had 
risen,  and  afterwards  struck  four  times  a^nst  roclo. 
When. she  reached  the  Alligator,  her  captain  and  super- 
cargo were  carried  on  board  that  ship,  where  her  papers 
were  examined  by  the  American  captain,  who  declared 
that  he  had  no  right  to  detain  her,  and  should  instanUy 
set  her  free.  This  was  done  in  spite  of  the  protestations 
of  the  French  captain,  who  declared  that,  m  the  condi- 
tion in  which  his  vessel  then  was,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  keep  the  sea.  The  Julie,  then  being  unable  to  reach 
her  former  anchorage,  made  sail  for  Havana,  where  she 
was  condemned  as  unseaworthy. 

The  French  minister  complained  of  the  violence  oonv* 
mitted  by  the  Alligator;  on  the  20th  of  June,  1822,  the 
Secretary  of  State  replied  thajL  the  American  cruisers  on 
the  African  coast  are  ordered  to  prevent  American  ves* 
sels  only  from  engaging  in.  the  slave  trade,  and  that  they 
haid  received  express  orders  not  to  interfere  with  those  of 
any  other  nation. 

Indemnification  is  due  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
right  of  claiming  it  has  been  reserved  for  the  owners  of 
the  Julie,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Jeune  Eugenie. 

The  amount  of  damagea  sustained  is  estimated  at  80,00Q 
francs. 


[TRAjraLATioir.} 
Note  13. — Claim  on  account  of  the  EKza, 

The  French  schooner  Eliza,  under  the  command  of  M% 

Theodore,  her  second  captain,  (presumed  mate,}  was 

boarded  on  the  26th  of  May,  1831,  while  lying  in  the 

[  harbor  of  Triton,  on  the  African  coast,  by  a  detachment 
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from  the  American  ship  Alligator,  under  pretence  that 
she  was  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  Her  crew  were  pat  in 
irons,  their  places  beinf^  supplied  by  Americans.  On  the 
37th  of  June,  the  French  crew  succeeded  in  retaking  the 
vessel,  and  two  days  after,  the  Americans  were,  at  their 
own  request,  put  on  board  a  schooner  called  the  Leona 
Oriental,  with  which  the^  happened  to  meet.  Captain 
Theodore  then  set  sail  for  Martinique,  where  he  made 
his  declarations. 

The  owners  lay  claim  to  30,000  francs,  as  indemnifica- 
tion for  losses  sustained. 


[TRAKS1.ATI0!r.] 

Note  14.— C/cum  of  the  Royal  Dreamry  of  France, 

By  tlie  convention  of  the  30th  April,  1803,  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  the  latter  became  bound  to 
supply  France  with  twenty  millions  of  francs,  which 
were  to  be  appropriated  to  discharging  the  debts  due  by 
the  French  Government  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

As  some  discussions  arose  as  to  the  mode  of  transacting 
the  business  of  these  accounts.  General  Armstrong*  pro- 
posed, in  the  name  of  his  Government,  that  the  funds 
should  be  transmitted  by  means  of  four  drafb,  amounting 
altogether  to  101,534  francs  41  centimes,  which  he  would 
draw  upon  the  American  treasury*  payable  to  the  order 
of  the  cashier  of  the  French  treasury. 

This  proposition  was  accepted;  the  drafU  were  drawn; 
and  on  the  14th  March,  1809,  the  Royal  Treasury  gave 
General  Armstrong  a  certificate  of  the  accounts  being 
closed,  the  drafU  being  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  But  when  the  drafts  were  presented  for  pay- 
ment, the  Federal  Government  refused  to  honor  them,  un- 
til proof  had  been  obtained  that  all  the  debts  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  provided  for  in  the 
treaty,  had  been  paid. 

This  refusal  was  not  only  contrary  to  jdl  principle,  but 
'Che  reason  given  for  it  yields  before  a  simple  explana- 
tion. 

In  the  first  place,  bills  of  exchange  are  of  an  execu- 
tive chtfacter,  and  are  used  to  transfer  credit  from  one 
quarter  to  another:  those  in  question  were*  signed  by 
General  Armstrong,  without  reserve  or  condition,  as  be- 
ing within  the  limits  of  his  instructions.  The  United 
States  cannot  refuse  payment  on  the  ground  of  necessity 
to  examine  a  transaction  which  is  already  past.  In  tlie 
next  place,  the  convention  of  1803  binds  the  United 
States  to  pay  twenty  millions  to  France;  and  the  Ameri- 
can creditors  of  France,  who  are  to  receive  payment  out 
of  that  sum,  have  no  right,  nor  ever  can  have  right,  to 
call  on  the  American  treasury,  which  is  under  no  obliga- 
tion towards  them;  moreover,  not  a  single  receipt  for 
sums  due  to  Americans  has  ever  been  transmitted  to  the 
United  States:  the  French  treasury  is  the  sole  deposi- 
.  tory  thereof,  as  being  alone  concerned  in  them.  Besides, 
it  is  true,  that  of  six  of  the  American  creditors  who  were 
.  yet  to  be  paid,  five  had  demands  of  very  small  value;  and 
the  sixth,  for  81,134  francs,  would  probably  have  opposed 
to  him  a  claim  of  equal  value,  as  General  Armstrong  was 
informed  at  the  time, 

lliese  drafU  are  therefore  clearly  still  payable  to  the 
French  treasury,  with  the  exception  of  those  engage- 
ments which  are  set  forth  in  the  treaty  of  4803. 


The  State  of  South  Carolina  agreed  to  pay  the  TriDce 
100,000  francs  cash;  and,  in  case  the  vessel  diOQid  be  losf, 
400,000  francs  more;  in  addition  to  which,  the  Pnnce 
was  to  receive  one-quarter  of  the  value  of  the  prixes. 
The  legions  were  engaged  upon  the  terms  at  vhidi  per- 
sons were  then  commonly  enlisted  to  serve  on  bond  ships 
of  war. 

The  Prince,  at  the  period  of  these  engagements,  owed 
the  lUng  348,000  francs  for  sums  advam^d  to  bim. 

The  Indien,  under  the  name  of  Soutli  Carolina,  msde 
many  prizes  while  in  the  employment  of  the  Americaii 
State,  but  was  finally  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Two  orders  of  creditors  then  present  themselves^  claim- 
ing Uieir  shares  of  the  prize  money,  to  wit:  tbe  Prince  of 
Luxembourg,  and  the  members  of  the  legion. 

After  the  peace,  as  the  Prince  was  indebted  to  Fraxvce, 
the  Royal  Treasury  protested  against  the  sum  beii^  paid 
to  him.  In  consequence,  an  arrangement  was  em^cd, 
by  which  the  Princess  debt  was  ultimately  dischafged,  by 
South  Carolina,  in  1807.  There  now  remain  only  the 
claimants  of  shares  in  the  prizes  in  the  name  of  the  legion. 

The  lapse  of  time,  the  cnaracter  of  the  ehumant^  death, 
and  dispersion,  have  caused  these  claims  to  pass  into  an 
infinite  number  of  hands.     Syndics  of  doubtfiil  creMtajOg 
or  whose  powers  are  obsolete;  lawyers  in  the  same  predi' 
cament;  the  smallness  of  the  individual  cbimab  sadot&er 
circumstances,  combine  to  lengthen  out  the  pRiceediRgs^ 
and  increase  the  accumulation  of  papeis,  without  advan- 
tage to  any  one  except  the  agent,  who  hss  eiftabBdied 
himself  for  life,  as  he  expects,  at  Charleston. 

All  these  difficulties  cannot  but  increase,  on  acconnt  of 
the  deaths  of  the  primitive  claimants;  and  e^>edaHy  to 
the  United  States  will  their  heirs  become  trooblesome. 

But  one  equitable  mode  of  adjusting  the  aHairpieaents 
itself.  Let  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  which  has  n6  in- 
terest in  the  distribution,  surrender  to  the  French  Go- 
vernment as  the  natural  protector  of  the  rights  of  its  sab- 
jectsi,  and,  above  all,  as  the  guardian  of  the  French  sea- 
men, all  the  shares  of  the  prize  money  now  depoated  in 
its  care,  the  French  Government  being  chareed  with  dis- 
tributing it  to  those  who  nuike  g^ood  their  claims. 


[TRANSLATIOir.] 

Note  15.-^  Claim  on  account  of  the  Legion  of  Luxembourg, 

On  the  1st  March,  1803,  the  King  of  France  lent  the 
ship  Indien,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  to  the  Prince  of 
Luxembourg.  The  Prince  then  ceded  his  right  to  the 
State  of  South  Carolina;  and,  in  order  to  man  the  vessel, 
a  legion  was  raised  in  France,  called  the  Legion  of  Lux- 
iCmboarg. 


[tsasslitioh.] 

?fote  16. — Claim  on  account  ofkmda  wUkkeld  by  ike  IMii- 
ed  States f  which  had  been  granted  to  Frtnekmen  iy  iSt- 
dians. 

Endeavors  have  been  long  making,  by  several  subjects 
of  France,  to  obtain  possession  of  lands  which  had  been 
ceded  to  them  by  Indian  tribes,  either  directly,  or  through 
the  agency  of  companies  authorized  by  certain  States  to 
treat  with  those  tribes,  or  by  the  possessors  or  authorities 
in  the  country  before  it  was  annexed  to  the  United  States. 
All  these  endeavors  have  been  fruitless;  the  reply  being, 
that  the  United  States  Government,  from  motives  of  po- 
licy, were  obliged  to  declare  all  cessions  of  land  by  In- 
dians, to  other  than  itself,  as  null  and  void. 

Now,  although  it  be  admitted  that  a  Government  may 
declare  any  class  of  its  citizens  incapafade  of  contractiog 
within  the  limits  of  its  own  jurisdiction,  and  that  stran- 
gers who  are  ignorant  of  such  law,  or  misinterpret  it, 
must  bear  the  penalty,  yet  surely  the  case  is  diflTcrent,  in 
which  the  contracts  were  made  with  Frenchmen  befi^re 
the  Indians  were  recognised  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
or  where  the  lands  in  question  were  not  embraced  within 
the  legal  limits  of  the  United  States  at  the  period  of  tbctr 
being  ceded.     The  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Indians  were  thus  regulated,  at  first,  hj  fbnoal 
treaties,  which  supposed  each  party  to  be  independent, 
aiKl  the  contracts  reciprocal;  and  it  was  thus,  by  a  series 
pf  treaties  and  mutual  agreementj^  that  the  United  States 
successively  acquired  most  of  the  territories  which  had 
been  occupied  by  the  aborigines.    Others  firere  secared 
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to  them,  and  the  limits  fixed  by  conrention;  and  it  is  only 
in  a  few  of  these  treaties  that  the  condition  of  selling  only 
to  the  Government  was  inserted.  In  all  cases  in  which 
this  latter  condition  had  not  been  imposed,  the  Indians 
certainly  possessed  the  right  of  selling  or  ceding  their 
lands  to  whomsoever  they  pleased,  and  nothing  but  a  for- 
mal treaty  could  divest  them  of  this  rieht,  or  render  void 
the  cessions  of  sales  thus  made.  Indeed,  the  rights  of 
strangers  to  lands  thus  acquired  sliould  be  considered  as 
particularly  sacred  in  cases  where  the  State  Governments 
authorized  the  cessions  made  by  Indians;  for,  if  those  Go- 
veminents  have  eone  beyond  the  limits  of  their  powers  in 
so  doing,  certainly  the  stranger  who  acts  with  good  faith 
should  not  be  made  the  sufferer. 

As  to  cessions  made  by  the  authorities,  or  proprietors, 
not  Indian,  before  the  country  was  annexed  to  the  United 
States,  the  greater  portion  of  these  were  in  Louisiana, 
and  constitute  the  property  of  individuals,  whose  rights 
were  formally  admitted  and  guarantied  by  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  cession  of  that  country.  Neverthe- 
less, instead  of  testing  the  validity  of  the  rights  of  those 
holders  by  their  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty; 
instead  of  examining  them  with  reference  to  the  state  of 
things  when  the  cessions  of  the  lands  were  made;  taking, 
also,  into  consideration,  the  distance  of  the  period,  the 
interruption  of  relations  between  the  two  countries  on 
account  of  the  long  European  wars,  the  agents  of  the  Fe- 
deral Government,  guided,  doubtless,  by  their  zeal,  have 
proceeded  to  examine  into  the  titles  of  these  proprietors, 
and  to  submit  thein  to  new  laws.  In  truth,  it  must  be 
owned  that  the  claimants  have  been  received  with  favor 
by  the  Federal  Government,  and  committees  have  been 
named  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  an  equitable  mode  of 
recognising  the  rights  of  proprietors  which  are  based  upon 
ancient  titles,  and  guarantied  by  treaty.  Moreover,  it  be- 
in^  impossible  to  set  a  value  upon  the  losses  sustuned  bv 
the  French,  and  thus  to  fix  the  indemnifications  to  which 
they  would  be  entitled  in  the  cases  of  each  class  of  ces- 
sions stated  above,  the  most  equitable  method  of  regulat- 
ing these  indemnifications  would  be,  to  name  a  commis- 
sion composedof  persons  of  the  two  nations,  Ccommuaion 
mixU^)  which  should  be  charged  with  the  examination 
of  all  the  grants  to  Frenchmen  which  should  be  presented 
and  proved  within  a  given  period.  All  that  would  be  ne- 
cessary would  be  to  establish  the  principle  upon  which 
such  commission  would  be  formed,  and  under  which  it 
would  act  in  the  treaty  which  is  now  in  pn^ess. 

Paais,  June  19,  1831. 

MoirsiEUR  La  Coxte:  According  to  your  excellency's 
desire,  expressed  to  me  on  the  17th  instant,  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  some  observations,  hastily 
thrown  on  paper,  in  relation  to  the  French  reclamations 

{>resented  in  the  memoir  which  accompanied  your  excel- 
ency's  note  of  the  15th.    The  time  has  not  permitted, 
nor  have  I  supposed  it  necessary,  after  the  numerous  oral 
explanations  which  have  taken  place,  to  enter  into  a  more 
detuled  examination  of  these  reclamations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  distinguished  consideration. 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 
A  Son  Excel.  Lv  Coxts  Sebastiaht, 

Mniiire,  See,  d^Etat^  Ue,  &c.  &e. 


No.  l.-^JSffaire  Beaumarchaie, 

This  question  has  its  origin  in  a  recital  contained  in  the 
contract  concluded  between  Count  de  Vergennes  and  Dr. 
Franklin,  on  the  25th  February,  1783,  in  which,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  loans  made  by  the  King  of  France  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  mention  is  specially  made  of  <<aid8  and  subsidies 


furnished  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
title  of  g^tuitous  assistance,  from  the  pure  generosity  of 
the  King;  three  millions  of  which  were  granted  before 
the  treaty  of  February,  1778,  and  six  millions  in  1781." 
Two  milUons  only  having  come  to  the  hands  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  or  of  their  official  agents,  pre- 
vious to  the  treaty  of  February,  1778,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  investigate  through  what  channel  and  in  what 
manner  the  other  million  haid  been  furnished  to  the  United 
States.  A  suspicion  immediately  arose  that  this  million 
had  been  received  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  who  had  sent  a 
lar^e  amount  of  military  supplies  to  the  United  States,  for 
which,  though  he  had  been  already  paid  four  or  five  mil- 
lions of  francs,  his  account  yet  remained  to  be  definitively 
adjusted.  Inquiries  were  accordingly  addressed  to  the 
French  Government  on  the  subject,  to  which  an  answer 
was  returned,  that,  besides  the  two  millions  furnished  in 
1777,  one  million  (that  in  question]  was  paid  out  of  the 
Royal  Treasury  on  the  10th  dav  of  June,  1776;  but  a 
copy  of  the  receipt  was  refusec,  and  the  minister  also 
declined  to  disclose  the  name  of  the  person  who  had  re- 
ceived the  money.  The  opinion  continuing  every  day 
to  gain  strength,  that  this  million  had  been  received  by 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  who,  in  that  case,  would  be  accounta- 
ble for  it  to  the  United  States,  a  formal  application  was 
addressed  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  the 
French  Government  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1794^  asking 
for  information  relative  to  the  million  advanced  in  June, 
1776,  to  whom  it  was  paid,  and  for  what  objects  expend- 
ed; and  stating  expressly  that  the  purpose  of  the  ap- 
plication was  to  charge  Mr.  Beaumarchsus  with  this  sum 
m  the  settlement  of  his  account  for  supplies,  if  it  should 
appear  that  he  was  the  person  who  received  it.  Monsieur 
Buchot,  then  Commissary  of  Exterior  Relations,  in  answer 
to  this  application,  sent  a  copy  of  a  receipt  for  one  million 
of  francs,  dated  the  10th  June,  1776,  and  signed  by  Mon-" 
sieur  Beaumarchais;  which  receipt,  MonsieurBuchot  adds, 
appears  to  be  <<  celle  dont  le  Gouvemement  des  Etats  Unis 
a  besoin  pour  regler  ses  comptes."  No  doubt  thencefor- 
ward remaining  uiat  the  million  advanced  on  the  10th  of 
June,  <<  as  aid  and  subsidy  to  the  United  States,"  had  been 
received  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais  for  their  use,  he  was  held 
accountable  for  it  by  the  officers  of  the  treasury,  and  for- 
mally char^^d  with  it  in  a  definitive  settlement  of  his  ac^ 
counts,  which  took  place  in  the  year  1805.  That  settle- 
ment still  left  a  balance  of  222,046  francs  due  to  Monsieur 
Beaumarchais,  which,  in  the  following  year,  was  paid  to 
his  heirs.  Since  that  period  the  question  in  regara  to  the 
disputed  million  has  been  revived  by  the  heirs  of  Beau- 
marchais, in  an  appeal  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales  from  the  decbion  made  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. They  allege  that  the  million  received  by  Monsieur 
Beaumarchais  was  applied  by  him  to  some  secret  service, 
unconnected  with  the  purchase  of  supplies;  and,  in  sup- 
port of  that  assertion,  they  have  adduced  certain  declara- 
tions made  by  the  ministers  of  France: 

1st.  That  the  French  Government  "est  rest^  constam- 
ment  stranger  ^  toutes  les  transactions  mercantiles  de 
Monsieur  Beaumarchais  avec  les  Etats  Unis." 

2d.  That  the  million  paid  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  on  the 
10th  June,  1776,  ««  etait  donn^  pour  un  objet  de  service 
politique  secret,  dont  le  Roi  s'est  reserve  la  connaissance." 

These  declarations  have  never  appeared  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  sufficient  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  have  been  cited.  The  first  is  understood  on- 
ly to  affirm  that  the  French  Government  had  no  participa- 
tion in  the  commercial  risks,  profits,  or  losses  of  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais: that  it  was  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that 
they  had  made  no  sales  or  advances  to  him  on  account  of 
the  supplies,  may  be  inferred  from  the  admitted  fact  that 
a  consioerable  part  of  those  supplies  was  taken  from  the 
King's  stores  and  arsenals.  The  second  declaration  does 
by  no  means  exclude  the  idea  that  the  million  in  question 
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was  given  to  Mr.  Beamnarehus  to  purcfaaie  nuUtanr  nip- 
plies  for  the  use  of  the  United  Statest  for  an  auvance 
made  with  the  riew  of  thus  aiding  revolted  English  colo- 
nies, in  June,  1776,  when  the  King  of  France  was  in  full 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  might  very  naturally  and  pro- 
perly be  considered  a  secret  political  service. 

The  supposition  that  this  million  was  given  to  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais,  not  to  reach  the  United  States  in  a  material  and 
tangible  service,  but  to  be  paid  to  some  other  person  for 
what  is  technically  called  secret  service,  is  plainly  incon- 
sistent with  the  Unguase  of  the  financial  contract  already 
cited,  in  which  this  million  is  mentioned  as  an  '<  aid  and 
subsidv  furnished  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States," 
and,  also,  with  that  used  by  Count  de  Yergennes,  in  a 
letter  to  the  King  of  France,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1776,  in 
which,  referring  to  this  same  million,  he  speaks  of  the 
measures  he  proposed  to  adopt,  '*  pour  fiure  passer  aux 
Americaines,  &c. "  The  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu, 
referred  to  in  the  notes,  if  examined  with  attention,  will 
be  found  not  to  contain  that  "  simple  but  explicit  nega- 
tive declaration"  of  a  matter  of  fact  which  Mr.  Gallatin 
had  suggested.  He  makes  no  new  declaration  whatever 
in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  million,  but  merelv 
comments  and  reasons  upon  the  sufficiency  of  those  which 
had  been  already  made,  and  concludes  with  saying,  *'  Je 
suis  done  fond^,  8cc.  &  peraster  dans  les  preceaentes,  de- 
clarations, &c." 

In  regard  to  the  essential  merits  of  this  reclamation,  an 
invariable  opinion  prevailed  in  the  councils  of  the  United 
States  that  it  is  not  just.  This  opinion  b  founded  on  nu- 
merous communications  of  the  American  commisaoners 
who  resided  in  France  at  the  time,  on  repeated  assur- 
ances given  to  those  commissioners  by  the  ministers  of 
the  King,  on  the  lanj^age  used  by  the  most  confidential 
of  those  ministers  with  regard  to  the  million  in  question, 
in  the  letter  and  instrument  already  cited;  to  which  may 
be  now  added  the  lanf^uage  used  bv  the  King  himself  in  a 
letter  addressed  by  him,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1778,  to 
the  Kinc[  of  Spain,  in  which,  urging  the  policy  of  France 
and  Spain  encoura|;ing  the  revolt  of  the  American  colo- 
nies, he  speaks  of  the  *'  secours  d'argent  et  autres  que 
tious  leurs  avons  donn^,  k  taut  etantpasad  tur  k  eompte  du 
eommeree." 

If,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  notes,  some  of  the  public 
functionaries  of  the  United  States,  and  a  part  (though 
not  a  majority)  of  the  committees  in  Congress  who  have 
examined  the  subject,  have  recommended  the  payment 
of  this  reclamation,  it  has  not  been  from  any  conviction 
of  its  justice;  but,  as  their  respective  recommendations 
will  show,  from  different  considerations.  Certain  it  is 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with  whom  alone 
the  decision  rested,  has  heretofore  uniformly  refused  to 
admit  it 

The  report  of  the  16th  of  February,  1834f,  referred  to 
in  the  notes,  far  from  recognising  the  justice  of  the  claim, 
expresses  the  opposite  opinion  on  its  merits,  and  pro- 
poses to  refer  it  to  the  Executive,  to  be  discussed  in  th6 
pending  negotiations,  only  because  it  bad  been  already 
introduced  into  those  negotiations  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment; and  in  order,  as  the  report  adds,  to  obtain,  on  the 
scene  of  the  transaction  itself,  such  furUier  developments 
•as  might  tend  to  dispel  the  obscurity,  and  remove  the 
doubts  then  existing. 


No.  2»^Affidre  de  h  Vengeance  etdela  FranchiH. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
except  what  has  been  derived  from  a  hurried  glance  at 
some  documents  shown  me  by  an  agent  of  the  claimants. 
From  those  documents,  it  appears  that  the  affair  origi- 
nated in  a  rixe  which  took  place  between  the  American 
and  French  sailors  at  a  house  of  bad  fame,  in  which 
an  American  was  killed,  and  a  French  sailor  severely 


wounded.     It  appears,  moreoTcr,  from  the  report  made 
in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  the  11th  of  September 
Ust,  that  the  State,  within  whose  jurisdic^iA  this  afiair 
occurred,  offered  to  make  re]^aration  for  it;  btt  that  the 
minister  of  France  in  the  United  States  opposeihimseir 
to  the  consummation  of  the  arrangeoDent.     If  tiga  thoidd 
be  the  case,  it  would,  according  to  the  princ^  even 
assumed  in  the  note,  materially  knpaxr  the  app&cii6on 
now  presented  for  indemnity.    In  (he  total  igncaaaee  n 
which  I  am  of  the  fiicts,  it  is  imposmble  to  form  a  deo^ed 
opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  tMs  reclamation.     ThcKigh  U 
forms  a  case  obviously  different  from  thoae  wrongs  com- 
mitted under  express  orders  of  the  Goremment  of  France, 
for  which  the  United  States  now  claim  redress,  I  doubt 
not  that  my  Government  would  be  disposed  to  nake  a 
candid  examination  of  it,  and,  if  found  to  constitute  a  £yr 
demand  on  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  to  make 
prompt  reparation  for  it. 

No.  S.—Jffmre  dela  Btsoaam^  du,  Cerf, 

I  am  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  facts  erf*  this  case, 
having  never  before  heard  of  it,  and  can  form  an  opinioa 
of  it  only  from  the  statement  contained  in  the  note.  Vrvm 
that  statement,  it  appears  that  the  act  complaio«d  of  «» 
committed  with  perfect  secrecy,  under  cover  of  the  Jugbt, 
excluding  thereby  all  opportunity  for  the  pntectife  in- 
terposition of  the  laws  or  of  the  public  author^.    With- 
out, therefore,  inquiring  into  any  of  tbe  drcaastaDces 
which  may  have  formed  the  provocatkn  \o  ttna  act,  it 
seems  sumcientiy  clear  that  there  is  no  piindple  olpnht&c 
law  which  can  render  the  Goyemment  of  the  United 
States  responsible  for  it. 

No.  4. — Agaxre  du  St.  IVaneou. 

This  case  is  altogether  new  to  me,  and,  it  is  presamedS, 
has  never  been  presented  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  If  it  were  intended  to  found  a  deoiand  of  iDdem- 
nity  upon  it,  it  would  seem  obviously  just  to  have^  in  the 
first  instance,  carried  it  to  the  knowledge  of  the  American 
Government,  and  thus  to  have  s^rded  an  c^portunity 
for  investigating  the  facts  by  receiving  the  statement  of 
the  officer  whose  conduct  is  complained  of.  The  result 
of  such  an  investigation  mi^ht  entirely  change  the  a^>ect 
of  the  affair:  at  alt  eyents,  justice  requines  that  both  par- 
ties should  be  heard. 


No.  5.  — Jiffaire  de  la  Jeune  M^naSt. 

This  is  a  demand  of  indemnity  for  being  forced,  by  the 
act  of  an  American  privateer,  to  quit  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland before  completing  a  fishing  adyenture.  Ame- 
rican fishing  vessels  have  experienced  frequent  molesta- 
tions  from  French  yessds  of  war  on  the  Banks  of  New- 
foundland, of  which  formal  representationa  have  been 
made  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  France.  If  indemnity  be  demanded  for  sncfa  irre- 
gularities, it  ought,  clearly,  to  be  reciprocal. 

No.  6. — Jiffaire  de  la  AEnerve, 

It  appears  from  the  statement  of  this  case,  contained  in 
the  note,  which  is  all  the  information  I  have  concerning 
it,  that  the  conduct  of  the  American  midshipman  was 
prompUy  disavowed  by  the  commanding  officer.  There 
was  no  necessary  detention  of  the  Minerva,  arising  from 
the  act  of  the  midshipman.  The  subsequent  delay  of 
twelve  days  at  Mahon,  being  entirely  voluntary,  so  far  as 
appears,  on  the  part  of  the  captain,  it  is  not  seen  on  what 
pnnciple  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can  be 
charged  with  it. 

No.  7. — jSffmrede  VEugene. 

I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  this  case,  except 
what  is  derived  from  the  statement  contuned  in  the 
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ote,  and  that  is  not  sufficiently  precise  to  furnish  the 
'round  of  an  opinion.  The  nature  of  the  means  used  by 
he  custom-house  officers  to  oblige  the  vessel  to  quit  the 
iver,  is  not  mentioned,  nor  are  other  essential  circum- 
:ances  stated.  The  river  St.  Mary's  is  a  small  river, 
>rmin^  the  boundary  between  the  ancient  territory  of 
tie  United  States  and  the  former  Spanish  possessions  in 
lorida,  and  affording  great  facilities  (which  were  oAen 
sed)  for  evading  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States, 
'his  circumstance  called  for  great  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
le  custom-house  officers  of  the  Union.  What  causes  of 
ispicion  they  may  have  had  against  the  Eugene,  which  led 
>  the  adoption  of  the  measures  complained  of,  is  not 
nown  here;  though  doubtless  the  whole  matter  is  under- 
:ood  at  Washington,  where,  it  would  seem  from  an  alhi- 
on  in  the  note,  that  it  has  been  the  subject  of  discussion, 
'he  damages  claimed  are  altogether  speculative,  founded 
n  the  supposition  that  a  more  advantageous  sale  of  the 
argo  might  have  been  made  in  Florida  than  at  Savannah. 
t  is  difficult  to  recognise  in  a  speculative  calculation  of 
bat  sort,  under  any  circumstances,  a  substantial  founda 
ion  for  indemnity. 


No.  8. — Jffaire  de  la  Calypmh 

As  it  seems,  from  the  statement  contained  in  the  note, 

hat  this  affair  has  been  under  discussion  at  Washington, 

take  it  for  granted  that  full  explanations  respecting  it 

lave  been  given  there.    Wholly  uninformed  as  I  am  of 

he  facts,  it  is,  therefore,  the  less  necessary  for  me  to 

nake  any  observations  on  the  subject.     One  considera- 

ion,  however,  is  too  obvious  to  be  omitted — ^that  the  laws 

>f  the  United  States  furnished  the  means  of  redressing 

my  injustice  which  the  parties  may  have  suffered,  by  ap- 

>ealing  to  the  higher  tribunals  constituted  for  the  express 

)urpose  of  correcting  the  errors  of  inferior  local  autho- 

ities.  From  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  and  in  conformity 

0  what  is  believed  to  be  the  usage  of  all  other  countries, 

'Vance  herself  included,  questions  like  that  arising  in  the 

ase  of  the  Calypso  must,  necessarily,  in  the  nrst  in- 

tance,  be  decided  by  some  local  tribunal.    Citizens  of 

he  United  States  frequently  experienced  the  most  seri- 

us  grievances,  in  similar  cases,  from  the  irregular  or 

nn proper  action  of  the  local  authorities  in  France.     In 

•no  case,  particularly,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Gallatin  in  a  let- 

cr  to  Viscount  Montmorency,  of  the  29th  July,  1822, 

ie  vessel  and  cargo  were  sold  by  an  inferior  officer,  (who 

r'ould  not  permit  the  intervention  of  the  consular  agent 

f  the  United  States,)  for  less  than  the  value  of  the  ca- 

les  and  anchors!  These  irregularities  of  the  French  local 

uthorities  have  heretofore  been  made  the  subject  of  re- 

resentation  to  the  Government  of  France,  with  a  view 

)  preventive  measures  to  guard  against  their  recurrence, 

nd  not  to  found  upon  them  a  demand  of  indemnities. 

lut  if  indemnities  are  demanded  for  acts  of  this  charac- 

;r,  justice  ckarly  requires  that  they  should  be  recipro- 

al,  and  extended  to  all  cases  depending  on  the  same 

rinciple. 

There  is  one  reflection  connected  with  this  affair,  which 
le  claimants  seem  to  have  entirely  forgotten,  but  which 
mnot,  in  justice,  be  lost  sight  of— tliat,  but  for  the  inter- 
ention  of  the  recaptors,  their  property  would  have  been 
'holly  lost  to  them;  and  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
le  restoration  of  any  part  of  it  is,  in  fact,  a  gaio  for 
lem. 


ment  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of  its  citizens,  has, 
for  several  years  past,  demanded  of  the  Government  of 
France  the  restitution  of  discriminating  duties  imposed 
in  France  on  American  vessels,  in  contravention  of  the 
same  treaty,  and  that  a  distinct  negotiation  is  still  pending 
on  this  subject.  The  Government  of  Uie  United  States 
would,  doubtless,  be  eager  to  embrace  any  occasion  for 
the  reciprocal  adjustment  of  these  reclamations  on  both 
sides. 


No.  9,^^ffaire  du  PactoU. 
This  is  a  demand  for  the  restitution  of  discriminating 
Uties  alleged  to  have  been  imposed  on  a  French  vessel 
t  Pensacola,  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  commer- 
ill  convention  of  24th  June,  1822.  Without  entering 
ito  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  of  which  I  have  no 
Rowledge,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that  the  Govern- 


Nos.  10, 11, 12,  13.— ^.^^es  de  la  Jeune  Eugenie^  la  Ma- 

tilde,  la  JxdUy  P Eliza. 

All  these  reclamations  stand  on  the  same  foundation. 
The  four  vessels  were  all  captured  in  the  course  of  the 
same  month,  (May,  1821,)  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  an 
American  ship  of  war  sent  there  to  aid  in  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade.  These  vessels  were  engaged  in  that 
traffic,  and  the  American  officers,  judging  from  the  con- 
struction of  some  of  them  that  they  were  in  fact  Ameri- 
can property,  successively  took  forcible  possession  of 
them  all.  One  only  of  them,  the  Jeune  Eugenie,  was 
sent  to  the  United  States,  where  the  American  Govern- 
ment, having  acquired  proof  that  she  was  French  proper- 
ty, immediately  ordered  her  release.  Of  the  three  others, 
one  was  released  by  the  American  officer,  and  the  re- 
maining two  effected  their  own  release.  Representations 
on  account  of  the  insult  offered  to  the  national  flag  were 
addressed  by  the  minister  of  France  to  the  Government 
at  Washington,  which  immediately  issued  orders  to  the 
commanders  of  vessels  charged  with  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  not  to  visit  or  search  any  vessels  except 
those  bearing  the  flag  of  the  Union.  The  French  Go- 
vernment declared  itself  satisfied  with  these  measures, 
and  the  affiiir  has  been  thenceforward  considered  as  at  an 
end.  An  injury  had  been  done  to  the  French  nation  in 
the  violation  of  its  flag  by  an  American  officer,  and  atone- 
ment was  promptly  made  for  it,  which  was  declared  to 
be  satisfactory.  The  American  Government  owed  no  re- 
dress, nor  tlie  French  Government  any  protection,  to  the 
individual  interests  concerned,  which  had  forfeited  alt 
right  to  the  one  or  to  the  other,  by  being  engaged  in  a 
traffic  odious  to  humanity,  and  die  suppression  of  which 
the  moral  feelings  of  mankind  have  made  the  common 
cause  of  all  nations. 


No.  U.^Affttir  of  the  "  THtor  Boyal*' 

I  know  nothing  of  the  circumstances  of  this  claim,  ez« 
ccpt  so  far  as  they  are  disclosed  by  the  statement  contain- 
ed in  the  note.  From  that  it  appears  that  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  has  been  willing  to  pay  the  drafts  in 
question  whenever  the  French  Government  would  pro- 
duce the  evidence  that  the  individual  creditors,  for  whose 
claims  they  were  drawn,  had  been  paid.  The  French 
Governmetit  has  refused  to  do  this,  alleging  that  the 
United  States  can  have  no  interest  in  the  production  of 
this  evidence,  that  they  owe  no  responsibility  to  the  indi- 
vidual creditors,  and  that  the  convention  of  1803  <*  has 
imposed  upon  them  the  pure  and  simple  obligation  to  pay 
to  France  the  twenty  millions  of  francs."  This  reason- 
ing, however,  is  not  sustained  by  the  convention  itself, 
the  third  article  of  which  declares  that  « the  prindpal 
and  interest  of  the  said  debts"  (that  is,  the  d«bts  due  by 
France  to  American  citizens)  **  shall  be  discharged  by  the 
United  States,"  &c;  and  the  sixth  article  further  shows 
that  these  debts  are  to  be  discharged  by  direct  payments 
made  by  the  United  States  to  the  American  creditors,  who, 
upon  obtaining  a  certain  certificate,  « auront  droit  auz 
mandats  sur  le  Tr6sor  des  Etats  Unis. "  The  Government 
of  the  United  States,  therefore,  by  the  convention,  has 
evidently  contracted  an  obligation  to  the  American  credit- 
ors, and  is  interested  in  having  proper  evidence  of  the 
payment  of  their  claims.    It  cannot  be  doubted,  how* 
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ever,  that  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  might  be  easily 
wjennged  by  proper  explanations  between  the  two  Go- 
vernments. The  subject,  it  is  belieTcd,  has  never  been 
pKsented  to  the  political  department  of  the  Government 
at  Washington,  which  would  listen,  as  it  has  done  on  all 
other  occasions,  with  loyalty  and  good  fiuth,  to  any  repre- 
sentations which  the  Government  of  France  might  think 
proper  to  address  to  it  concerning  this  affair. 

No.  15.<— ^mre  des  Legionnaina  de  Luxembourg, 
Tbu  is  obviously  a  ouestion  between  the  Legionnaires 
and  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  to  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Union  is  entirely  a  stranger. 


No.  IS.-^Jtffaire  des  Caneeaninu  de  Tbrmn. 

This  reclamation  relates  to  grants  of  land,  in  different 
parts  of  the  Union,  obtained  from  Indian  tribes  livine 
within  its  limits,  or  derived  under  Govemmentji  which 
formerly  possessed  a  portion  of  the  territory  now  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.  The  note  maintams  the  validity 
of  the  first  mentioned  grants,  on  the  principle  that  the 
Indian  tribes  are  virtually  sovereign  and  independent, 
and,  as  such,  have  an  incontestable  right  to  dispose  of 
their  lands  to  whomsoever,  and  in  whatever  manner,  they 
please.  This  position  is  contradicted  by  the  invariable 
practice  of  all  the  European  Governments  who  have,  at 
any  time,  had  possessions  in  America,  and  by  solemn  and 
repeated  decisions  on  the  point  itself  by  the  highest  tri- 
bunals in  the  United  States.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  form  in  which  we  liave  chosen  to  conduct  our  rela- 
tions with  tiie  Indians,  no  principle  of  our  polity  is  better 
understood,  or  more  firmly  established,  than  that  the  In- 
dian tribes  occupying  portions  of  our  territory  do  not 
possess  a  single  attribute  of  national  sovereignty,  but  are 
completely  subject  to  the  paternal  dominion  and  tutelss^ 
of  the  United  States,  in  whom  only  the  sovereig:nty  of  the 
country  resides.  This  is  a  question  which  it  belongs  to 
the  United  Stales  alone  to  determine,  and  they  have  de- 
termined it  on  numerous  occasions,  and  in  the  most  so- 
lemn form,  by  the  highest  authorities  known  to  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  country.  Whatever  regulations 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  may  have  found  it 
necessary  to  establish  in  relation  to  the  transactions  of  in- 
dividuals with  Oie  Indian  tribes,  and  that,  too,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Indians  themselves,  whom  too  much  care 
could  not  be  taken  to  protect  against  fraud»  these  regula- 
tions apply  alike  to  their  own  citizens  and  to  foreigners; 
and  a  foreign  Government  certainly  has  abundant  cause 
of  satisfaction  when  it  knows  that  its  own  subjects  are  put 
on  the  same  footing  as  natives. 

The  grants  of  land  referred  to  as  having  been  derived 
under  Governments  which  formerly  possessed  a  portion 
of  the  territory  now  belonging  to  the  United  States,  are 
said  to  be  chiefly  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  an  article 
of  the  treaty  of  cesuon  of  that  country  is  invoked,  as  if  it 
had  specifically  guarantied  the  grants  in  question.  But  I 
find  nothing  else  in  the  treaty  than  a  general  declaration 
that  ••kBMibUemaeerontineorpardedcmefOmcndea  Etafa 
Vnieet  adnUa^  aumioi  qu'ilaeraposHblet  &c.  &c.,  etenat- 
iendanty  aetant  maintenua  etpriitgia  dana  hjouiaaanee  de 
leura  hbtHia  propri^Ua,  et  dana  Pexereiae  dea  riltgiona  quHk 
profeaaent"  If  there  be  any  tiling  else  in  this  treaty,  or  in 
any  other  treaty,  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  a  bear- 
ing on  the  grants  in  question,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  idl 
treaties  made  with  foreign  Powers  are  solemnly  declared 
by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  *'  to  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,"  and  that  the  tribunals  of  the  country  are 
bound,  and  do  in  fiict  govern  their  decisions,  by  them.  When 
controvernes  arise  in  regard  to  land  titles,  it  is  the  com- 
mon law  of  all  nations  that  they  should  be  decided  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country 
where  the  lands  are  situated.    In  judging  claims  of  this^ 


character,  in  which  foreigners  may  be  isterested,  the  trv 
bunals  of  the  United  States  are  gorcmed,  with  a  r^ 
impartiality,  by  the  same  rules  and  prindpfcs  which  are 
applied  to  similar  claims  of  native  citizens,  licdoig  more 
can  be  fairly  demanded  by  a  forei^^  Goven«at  If, 
from  an  inherent  vice  in  the  titles  themselvai  w  from  a 
non-compliance  with  the  conditicma  of  their  gniis,  nme 
of  the  natives  of  France  have  failed  to  e«tab&diti)Br]>re- 
tensions  before  the  regular  tribunals  oooslitiited  fis  ihe 
purpose,  the  fault  is  certain)|r  not  that  of  the  Uaited  Sttin. 
If,  when  a  claim  cannot  be  judicially  aastained,  Uxit^tt 
may  exist  circumstances  to  recommend  it  to  a  benevote 
consideration  of  the  legislative  authority,  the  appal  ma. 
be  to  Congress,  where  it  seems  that  the  claimiitiiaqQa- 
tion  have  already  met  with  a  reception  that  leaves  tka 
no  cause  of  comphiint.  But  to  admit  a  foreign  ageiKj  a 
the  determination  of  questions  of  this  character,  woold  bs 
a  derogation  of  national  sovereignty  to  which  the  Gonm- 
ment  c^the  United  States  can  never  consent. 


JIfr.  Rivea  to  Mr. 
[No.  74.  ]  FAmis,  June  29,1S31. 

Sib:  On  the  15th  instant  I  again  cralled  on  the  Jfiaaifer 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  urgi^onssilaBdie 
necessity  of  bringing  our  negotiation  to  a  deiaibfc  con- 
cluAon.  I  found  Baron  Beffandia  with  faoi^  wto  entered 
into  various  explanations  and  argumenb  respc^ing  the 
French  claims.  A  genera]  converaatioii  on  i3be  sshiect 
ensued,  which  was  necessarily  vague  and  iBODK^aiBRt, 
as  no  formal  specification  of  these  claims  had  yet  bees 
presented  to  me.  Baron  Deffandia  said  that  the  expoatka 
which  they  liad  been  preparing  in  the  bareaox,  wasnesrh 
completed;  and  the  minister  promised  to  send  it  to  me  a 
soon  as  it  was  finished. 

I  remarked  to  Count  Sebasttani  that,  as  some  of  the 
chums  which  had  been  mentioned  were  obvioiisXy  warn- 
tainable,  I  hoped  he  would  present  none  others  thansd 
as  were  approved  by  his  personal  convietioiis  of  the* 
justice.  He  assured  me  that  none  should  be  presented 
but  such  as  seemed  to  be  founded  in  principles  of  equitr. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  I  recenned  from  ths 
minister  a  note,  accompanied  by  a  list  of  fourteen  pecs- 
niary  claims,  amounting  to  4,6S9,25I  fhuic^  and  distiaet 
expositions  of  each,  together  with  two  addftknal  mrmokn 
on  claims  of  a  peculiar  character;  copies  oTsIf  wiucb  are 
herewith  enclosed. 

On  the  17th  instant,  having  exaonaed,  as  te  a&  vW 
means  in  my  possession  would  enable  me,  the  merits  ei 
these  reclamations,  I  again  called  on  the  Minister  cf  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  and  discussed  with  him  and  Baron  1>effan£B, 
(who  was  again  present,)  in  consideiable  detauil,  tiie  great- 
er part  of  them.  The  minister  then  suggested  that,  s 
they  had  presented  their  claims  in  a  written  cxptmH^,  i' 
would  be  more  satisfiictory  and  useful  to  recove  Bsf  (^ 
servations  on  them  in  the  same  form,  after  which  we  nigfe^ 
more  readily  come  to  an  understanding  in  a  personal  ti^te?- 
view.  He  said  that,  on  Tuesday,  the  21st  instant,  he  waui 
be  able  to  devote  several  hours  to  a  liirther  '^'iH^t«*^«  ec' 
the  subject  with  me,  provided  I  could  prepare,  in  t^ 
mean  time,  my  written  observations  on  the  several  ch^ 
which  had  been  presented,  and  would  send  them  to  his/ 
least  one  day  beforehand.  To  this  arrangement  I  ^en 
promptly  assented. 

Although  I  felt  tlie  justice  of  several  of  these 
tions,  and  the  plausibility  of  others,  yet,  as  the  best 
of  leading  to  a  favorable  compromise,  it  appeared 
pedient,  in  drawing  up  my  observations,  to  state* 
as  I  could,  consistentlv  with  fair  discussion,  oincc 
arguments  which  might  be  uiged  against  each  of  ^e*-  ^^ 
was  with  this  view,  particuGirly,  that,  in  titfiaC  ^^ 
claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beanmarchiiis,  I  bron^  fbrvaro. 
in  as  strong  relief  as  the  narrow  limita  of  the  draca^^^ 
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would  admit,  the  circumstances  which  had,  from  time  to 
time,  formed  the  ground  of  the  argument  against  it  in  the 
United  States  among  those  who  were  opposed  to  its  al- 
lowance. 

There  were,  among  the  claims  presented,  several  others 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  diplomatic  discussion  at 
Washington;  but  altogether  uninformed  of  the  ground 
which  had  been  taken  there,  and  having  no  other  know- 
ledge of  the  facts  than  what  I  could  collect  from  the  im- 
perfect sketches  presented  1^  the  French  Government 
itself,  I  was  compelled  to  confine  myself  to  the  general 
views  of  them.  tHy  observations  were  prepared  in  the 
course  of  the  irth  and  18th  of  the  month,  and,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  translation  at  the  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  they  were  communicated  in  the  French 
language.  On  the  19th  instant  they  were  transmitted  to 
the  minister  with  a  note,  a  copy  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the 
observations,  is  herewith  enclosed. 

On  the  21st  instant,  the  day  proposed  by  the  minister 
for  our  interview,  I  again  called  at  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  The  minister  said  he  had  read  and  considered 
my  observations  with  attention;  that  he  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  enter  into  a  separate  discussion  of  the  several 
claims  with  me;  that  the  principal  one,  and  greatly  ex- 
ceeding all  the  others  in  amount,  was  that  of  the  hetra  of 
Beaumarchais;  that  the  council  before  whom  he  had 
brought  the  subject,  considered  the  claim  just,  and  had 
determined  to  insist  upon  it:  he  had  reason  to  believe, 
however,  that  the  parties  interested,  in  order  now  to  secure 
their  claim  in  a  certidn  and  definitive  manner,  might  be 
induced  to  accept  a  sum  less  than  the  whole  amount  they 
had  claimed;  that  the  olher  claims,  among  which  there 
were  some  of  unquestionable  justice,  might,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  compromised,  and  that  the  whole  subject  of  pri- 
vate French  claims  might  thus  be  terminated  by  a  trans- 
action en  hlocy  and»  in  all  probability,  for  two  or  three 
millions  of  francs. 

He  then  sent  for  Baron  Deffandia  to  give  information  on 
this  point;  but  the  Baron  hein^  detained  at  home  by 
sickness.  Count  Sebastiani  said  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  see  him  before  he  could  come  to  a  definitive  conclu* 
sion  on  the  subject,  and  invited  me  to  call  a^in  on  the 
following  morning.  1  remarked  to  the  mimster,  that 
though  I  might  not  be  disinclined  to  a  compromise  of  these 
claims  if  he  would  be  content  with  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  pretensions  so  questionable,  yet  I  could  not  consent  to 
so  high  a  sum  as  he  had  mentioned. 

On  the  following  day,  (the  22d,)  I  called  again  on  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  as  he  had  proposed,  and 
found  Baron  Deffandis  with  him. '  The  discussion  was  re- 
sumed on  the  French  claims,  and  particularly  that  of  the 
heirs  of  Beaumarchais.  After  a  great  deal  of  conversa- 
tion, which  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  detail,  the  sub- 
ject was  arranged  by  the  minister's  agreeing  to  accept  a 
gross  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  thou^nd  francs  in  satisfac- 
tion of  all  the  claims. 

The  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  alone  amounted 
to  3,700,874  francs.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  this 
cUim,  and  the  connexion  of  the  French  Government  with 
it,  the  honor  of  the  United  States  seemed  now  imperiously 
to  demand  its  adjostipent,  whether  intrinsically  well  found- 
ed or  not.  The  million  which,  with  its  interest,  had  been 
charged  to  the  account  of  Beaumarchais,  was  not  alleged 
to  have  been  paid  to  him  by  the  United  States.  It  was 
claimed  as  a  gift  put  into  his  hands  by  the  French  King 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  the  supplies  with  which  he 
had  furnished  the  United  States.  But  the  French  Go- 
vernment had  repeatedly  declared  that  it  was  not  applie4 
to  the  purchase  of  those  supplies,  but  to  an  object  of 
secret  politici^l  service,  of  which  Beaumarphais  bad  ren- 
dered a  satisfactory  account  to  his  own  Government. 

Under  thes^B  circumstances,  the  claim  had  been  succes- 
ftvely  recominended  totl^e  farorable  consideration  of  Con- 


gress, by  Presidents  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe;  two 
Attorneys  General  of  the  United  States,  Messrs.  Rodney 
and  Pinckney,  had  given  their  official  opinion  that  the 
credit  claimed  by  the  United  States  was  not  sustainable  on 
legal  principles;  and,  of  ten  committees  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  who  had  examined  the  subject,  six  (for, 
since  the  preparation  of  my  observations  addressed  to  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  I  find  that  a  majority  of  these 
committees  had  made  reports  favorable  to  it)  have  re- 
commended its  payment, 

If  the  claim  were  to  be  adjusted  in  the  United  States, 
it  appeared  impossible  to  separate  the  interest  claimed 
from  the  principal.  Tlie  committees  of  Congress  which 
had  made  favorable  reports  on  it,  (particularly  the  select 
committee  which  made  its  report  on  the  28th  January, 
1823,  and  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  which  re- 
ported on  the  Ist  April,  1828,)  seem  always  to  have 
regarded  the  interest  on  this  claim  aa  necessarily  incident 
to  the  principal;  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  January,  1806,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  it  will  be  perceived, 
treated  the  interest  as  equally  due  with  the  principal.  To 
g^t  rid  of  this  claim,  amounting*  alone,  to  more  than  three 
and  a  half  millions  of  francs,  and  of  others,  (among 
which  are  some  of  clear  justice,)  amounting  to  one  mil- 
lion more,  for  a  gross  sum  of  one  and  a  huf  million  of 
francs,  was  an  arrangement  so  obviously  advantageous  for 
tlie  United  States,  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  adopt  it. 

The  question  respecting  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  cession  of  Louisiana  then  remained  to  be  adjusted.  The 
minister  declared  that  the  national  sentiment,  as  well  as 
the  convictions  and  determination  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, rendered  a  simultaneous  arrangement  of  this  ques- 
tion the  indispensable  condition  of  the  acknowledgment 
of  our  reclamations;  but  that  he  was  willing,  with  some 
little  addition,  to  arrange  it  on  the  same  basts  wluch  bad 
been  agreed  upon  between  Monsieur  Pollgnac  and  my- 
self. 

Monsieur  David,  the  Secretary  General  of  the  Bureau 
of  Commerce,  who  had  been  consulted  by  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  on  this  subject,  was  present,  and  exhibit- 
ed a  projet  he  had  prepared  for  a  considerable  reduction 
of  duties  on  French  wines  and  brandies.  I  explained  to 
the  minister  the  considerations  connected  with  the  inte- 
rests of  our  own  industry,  which  rendered  it  impoestUe 
for  me  to  accede  to  any  reduction  of  the  duties  on  Fre«ch 
brandies,  After  a  protracted  conversation,  with  the  de- 
tails of  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  trouble  you»  it  was  finally 
agreed  that  the  United  States  should  stipulate  to  reduce, 
for  a  term  often  years,  the  duties  on  French  wines  to  the 
following  rates,  by  the  gallon,  to  wit:  on  wines  in  bottles, 
from  30  to  22  cents;  on  white  wines,  in  casks,  Irom  15  to 
10  cents;  and  on  red  wines,  in  casks,  from  10  to  6  cents; 
in  connderation  of  which,  France  should  entirely  abandon 
her  pretension  under  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  o£ 
cession  of  Louisiana,  and,  moreover,  agree  to  abolish  the 
distinction  now  made  in  the  French  tariff  between  the 
long  staple  and  the  short  staple  cottons  of  the  United 
States,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  the  former  from  40  to  20  francs  the  100  kilogrammes. 

The  motives  and  advantages  of  this  arrangement  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  are  so  fully  developed  in  my 
despatch  of  the  20th  May,  1830,  that  I  need  not  here  enter 
into  the  subject  again.  That  the  increased  consumption 
of  French  wines  in  the  United  States,  under  the  reduced 
duties,  will  produce  a  material  increase  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  this  source,  I  cannot  doubt;  while  the  saluta- 
ry influence  of  the  measure  on  the  public  health  and  mo- 
riib  in  the  free  introduction  of  a  cheap  and  unexciting 
drink,  no  less  recommends  it  to  the  approbation  of  an  en- 
lightened patriotism,  of  which  it  is  known,  indeed,  to 
have  been  long  a  favorite  and  cherished  object. 

I  will  remark,  only,  that  the  proposition  made  to  Mon* 
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aieur  Polignac,  in  May^  1830,  had  chiefly  in  riew  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duty  on  wines  in  cask.  But  the  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  desired  a  shnultaneous  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  other  wines,  with  a  view  of  conciliating  the  wine-grow- 
ing interest  of  Champagne  and  Bourroyne,  as  well  as  of 
the  South  of  France.  Instead,  therefore,  of  a  reduction 
of  50  per  cent,  in  the  duties  on  red  wines  in  cask  only, 
(which  the  calculations  made  in  my  despatch  of  the  20th 
May,  1830,  would  require,  in  order  to  esuhlish  an  equa- 
lity, in  that  respect,  with  Madeira  wines,)  it  was  agreed 
to  grant  an  average  reduction  of  about  S3|  per  cent,  in 
the  duties  on  all  kinds  of  French  wines. 

Satisfactoiy  explanations  were  given  by  the  minister  in 
regiurd  to  the  difference  in  the  rates  of  duties  established, 
at  present,  in  France,  on  the  cottons  of  Turkey  and  In- 
dia, and  those  of  other  countries;  and  I  was  convinced, 
indeed,  notwithstanding  this  difference  of  duty,  that  the 
cottons  of  the  United  States  had  nothing  to  fear  from  a 
competition  with  the  inferior  qualities  and  reduced  sup- 
plies of  the  cottons  of  other  countries. 

I  had  every  reason,  therefore,  to  be  content  with  the 
equalization  of  the  duties  on  the  long  staple  and  short 
staple  cottons  of  the  United  States,  operating  a  reduction 
of  one-half  of  the  duties  now  imposed  on  the  former;  es- 
pecially as  the  real  motive  of  the  stipulated  reduction  of 
duties  on  French  wines  in  the  United  States  was  not  to 
obtain  commercial  advantages,  but  to  get  rid  of  a  claim  of 
perpetual  privileges,  founded  on  the  lanfuag^  of  a  treaty 
which  had  heretofore  proved  an  invincible  obstacle  to  the 
just  reclamations  of  our  citizens,  and  might  be  most  one- 
rous and  embarrassing  for  the  future. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  of  27th  Februaiy,  1823,  to 
Monsieur  Chateaubriand,  shows  that  the  effect  of  this 
pretension,  on  the  part  of  France,  might  be  to  put  it  in  her 
power  to  monopolize,  in  favor  of  the  French  navigation, 
the  carriage  of  the  whole  commerce  between  her  domin- 
ions and  the  ports  of  Louisiana.  Between  the  risk  of  such 
a  consequence,  which  would  have  been  entailed  upon  the 
United  States  «' forever,"  in  the  event  of  an  unfavorable 
issue  of  the  arbitration  proposed  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment in  1828,  and  a  temporary  arrangement  which,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  finally  extinguishes  the  pretenmons  of 
France,  is  intrinsically  advantageous  to  ourselves,  there 
cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  any  hentation  in  maJcing  an 
election. 

The  arrangements  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  this 
interview,  left  nothing  to  be  done,  but  to  settle,  defini- 
tively, the  form  of  the  treaty  in  which  they  were  to  be  in- 
corporated. As  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Aff^urs  had  not 
yet  presented  a  centre  projet,  it  was  understood  that  he 
would  prepare  these  additional  stipulations,  and  make 
them  a  part  of  his  projet.  On  the  following  day,  (the 
23d,)  I  returned  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs,  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  with  Baron  Deffandis  (on  whom  the 
reduction  of  the  centre  projet  devolved)  in  relation  to 
several  points  of  it;  on  which,  for  the  most  part,  we 
agreed.  He  promised,  as  soon  as  the  contre  projet  should 
have  been  approved  by  the  council,  to  send  it  to  me  for 
examination.  On  the  26th  instant,  I  received  it,  and  have 
now  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy.  Yesterday  I  called  on 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  proposed  some  slight 
alterations  in  it,  most  of  which  were  readily  acceded  to. 
Some  few  points  of  expression  only  remain  to  be  further 
considered.  In  a  few  days  more,  I  have  every  reason  to 
hope  that  the  matter  will  be  definitively  consummated  by 
the  signature  of  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  the  Hon.  Edwabd  LrviirssToir, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  Rnee  to  Mr. 
[No.  75,  ]  Pxmia,  ,W^  8,  183 1 . 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  treaty 
which  has  been  concluded  with  the  Government  ofFrance. 
It  was  reduced  on  its  definitive  form  on  the  3Qth  iihnno, 
but  the  necessity  of  submitting  it  to  the  Cng^,  wl»  had 
just  returned  from  his  tour  in  the  eastern  departments, 
and  the  subsequent  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Fore'^ 
Affairs,  who  accompanied  the  King*  in  another  excorsaoa 
to  Melun  and  Fontainbleau,  on  the  2d  sutd  3d  instants, 
prevented  its  signature  till  the  4th. 

In  communicating  the  result  of  this  \on^  and  aiduoia 
negotiation,  I  do  not  suppose  it  necessary  to  enter  into  an 
analysis  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  which  either  su& 
ciently  explain  themselves,  or  are  already  explained  br 
the  details  given  in  my  previous  despatches.     It  will  be 
perceived  that  the  whole  sum  which  the  French  Gorera- 
ment  is  to  pay  on  account  of  the  reclamations  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  for  unlawful  seizures,  captures.  Sec, 
is  twenty-eight  and  a  half  miUtons  of  francs.     In  regard  tD 
the  adequacy  of  this  sum  to  pay  the  just  claims  of  our  66- 
zens,  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  refer  to  the  despatch 
of  Mr.  GaUatinof  the  14th  of  January,  1832,  vtdhegksre 
here  to  cite  the  passage  of  it  which  relates  to  tbssBfr^vet 

"  Although  1  have  enumerated  all  the  cascf  wiska  mr 
knowledge,  where  actual  condemnatic»  iad  sot  taken 
place,  1  must  add  that  it  is  posable  that  some  veseh  cap- 
tured, and  probably  that  some  burnt  at  sea  wViA  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  in  force,  have  nol  yd 
been  definitively  condemned.  But  there  can  be  no  expec- 
tation that  indemnity  wiU  ever  be  obtained  either  for 
tliose,  or  in  any  of  the  cases  where  there  has  been  sach 
condemnation.     From  all  the  documents  which  1  hare  jet 
seen,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  total  amount  cS  this  Isst 
mentioned  class,  after  deducting  the  cases  where  the  des- 
tination of  the  vessels  was  concealed,  enemy's  proper- 
ty covered,  or  which  might  generally  afRnd  plansibie 
grounds  of  condenmation,  can  exceed  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  value.     The  Danish  prizes,  and  the  vessels  aod 
cargoes  seized  at  Naples,  are  not  included  in  that  esti- 
mate .    The  amount  of  sequestrations  aod  vessels  bomt  at 
sea,  where  no  condemnation  has  taken  place,  may  be  es- 
timated at  about  three  millions  of  dollars.     Thaa  ist  esti- 
mate cannot  be  far  from  the  truth,  since  we  knew  tbe 
amount  of  the  two  lafg^  claims,  the  8t  Sebaatnn  and 
the  Antwerp  sequestrations.     The  answer  wluch  tfiis  Go- 
vernment may  give  to  my  last  note,  will  show  whether 
we  have  any  thmg  to  expect  from  its  juititice  in  any  case 
whatever;  for,  if  tbe  Antwerp  claim  is  rejected,  there 
can  be  no  expectation  that  they  will  voluntarily  allow  aav 
other." 

If  the  opinion  here  expressed  be  correct,  and  certaislj 
none  enjoys,  or  is  entitled  to  more  respect,  the  sum  sti- 
pulated to  be  paid  by  the  French  Goremment  will  be 
amply  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  the  just  claims  of  our  dtizens 
of  every  description,  comprehended  in  d&e  scope  of  the 
negotiation. 

The  schedules  founded  on  statements  of  the  dainuait^ 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  presented  to  Congress, 
carry  the  amount  of  the  claims  much  higher;  but,  for 
obvious  reasons,  they  are  not  a  safe  guide  either  in  reguti 
to  the  validity  or  the  amount  of  the  claims.     Dunnf  tbe 
past  winter,  I  put  tliese  schedules  into  the  hands  of  a  mosr 
intelligent  countryman,  whose  practical  acquaintance  v.tk 
such  subjects,  and  a  personal  knowledge  m  many  of  tbe 
transactions  themselves,  derived  from  a  residence  in£tf- 
rope  at  the  time,  gave  particular  value  to  his  opinion.    St 
communicated  to  me  the  result  of  his  examinalieo  »  * 
letter,  a  copy  of  which,  as  sliowing^  the  large  detfeeCBaB 
to  be  made  from  the  schedules,  and  ascontaiiM^c^her 
observations  which  may  be  found  useftil  in  the  af^mate 
investigation  of  the  clauns,  I  herewith  tnman^. 
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The  result  which  has  been  gained  in  the  interest  of  the 
claimants  has  not  been  achieved  without  the  greatest 
difficulty.  The  correspondence  of  Mr.  Crawford,  of  Mr . 
Gallatin,  and  of  Mr.  Brown,  with  the  Department  of  State, 
(the  un&vorable  parts  of  which  have,  for  obvious  rea- 
sons, not  heretofore  been  given  to  the  public,)  shows  that 
they  regarded  this  whole  subject  as  almost  entirely  hope- 
lew.  The  difficulties,  instead  of  being  diminished,  have 
been  increased  by  the  recent  revolution  here;  the  causes 
of  which  have  been  hinted  at  in  several  of  my  previous 
despatches,  and  particularly  in  that  of  the  8th  Au- 
gust, 1830.  The  more  popular  genius  of  the  new  Go- 
vernment, in  creating  a  greater  tenderness  for  the  public 
purse,  and  stronger  sympathies  with  the  interests  of  the 
tax-payers,  has  itself  been  a  serious  obstacle;  to  which 
have  been  added  the  pressure  of  extreme  financial  embar- 
rassments, and  the  absorbing  pre-occupation  of  European 
politics. 

An  arrangement  which,  amid  so  many  difficulties,  has 
secured  for  claims  of  our  citizens  (prosecuted  in  vain  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  and  a  large  portion,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  which  has  been  considered  as  desperate)  a  sum  suffi- 
cient, in  all  probability,  to  pay  every  cent  iustly  due,  and 
nearly  treble  the  amount  pronounced  to  be  due  by  the 
commission  charged  with  their  examination  here ;  which 
has,  at  the  same  time,  extinguished  claims  of  French  sub- 
jects against  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  near  five 
millions  of  francs,  by  a  stipulation  to  pay  a  million  and  a 
half;  and  has  finally  gotten  rid  of  a  most  embarrassing 
claim  (founded  on  the  language  of  a  treaty)  of  perpetual 
privileges  in  the  ports  of  one  of  the  Slates  of  the  Union, 
by  a  temporary  measure  intrinsically  advantageous  to  our- 
selves, and,  in  the  definitive  settlement  of  these  unpleasant 
questions,  has  laid  a  lasdng  foundation  of  harmony  and 
iriendship  between  two  countries  having  the  most  import- 
ant common  interests,  political  and  commercial — an  ar- 
rangement marked  by  these  features  cannot,  I  trust,  fail 
to  be  satisfactory,  and  to  juatiiy  the  responsibifity  which, 
under  the  discretionary  powers  the  President  has  been 
pleased  to  confide  to  me,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  assume, 
both  in  the  progress  and  termination  of  this  complex  ne- 
gotiation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 
With  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 
To  the  Hon.  Edward  LiviKosToir, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Hives  to  Mr,  Livingston. 
[No.  78.]  Pabis,  September2B,  1831. 

SiB:  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  miglit  not  be  alto- 
^ther  without  utility  to  furnisli  you  some  additional  ex- 
planations respecting  a  clause  of  the  seventh  article  of  the 
treaty  concluded  with  this  Government  on  the  4th  July 
last.  That  article,  after  providing  for  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  French  wines  to  the  rates  therein  specified,  for 
a  term  often  vears,  adds,  **  that  the  proportion  existing 
between  the  auties  on  French  wines  thus  reduced,  and 
the  general  rates  of  the  tarifi*  which  went  into  operation 
on  the  1st  January,  1829,  shall  be  maintained  in  case  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  think  proper  to 
diminish  those  general  rates  in  a  new  tariff.'' 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairsinsistedonthis  addition 
as  a  sine  ma  non  of  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 

He  saia  that,  without  it,  the  stipulation  to  reduce  the 
duties  on  French  wines  would  be  perfectly  nugatory,  as 
the  United  States  niight  immediately,  after  reducing  the 
duties  on  French  wines  to  the  rates  agreed  upon,  make  a 
very  large  reduction  in  the  duties  on  the  wines  of  other 
countries;  and  thus  place  the  wines  of  France,  relatively 
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to  those  of  other  countries,  in  a  much  more  disadvantage- 
ous position  than  ever.  Feeling,  myself,  the  justness  of 
this  observation,  and  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  de- 
claring that,  without  the  insertion  of  the  ckuse  in  ques- 
tion, he  could  not  sign  the  treaty,  I  saw  no  occasion  for 
making  a  serious  difficultv  of  it  on  my  part. 

At  the  same  time,  I  did  not  lose  sight  of  what  is  said  in 
the  instructions  addressed  to  me  on  the  30th  November, 
1830$  which,  while  sanctioning  the  proposition  I  had  in- 
formally made  to  Monsieur  PoTignac  respecting  a  reduc- 
tion of  duties  on  the  wines  of  France,  added  that  **  pro- 
per care  should  be  taken  that  the  stipulation  for  this  re- 
duction of  duties  does  not  conflict  with  our  eneagements 
to  other  nations,  by  which  we  are  bound  to  impose  no 
higher  duties  upon  ailicles  the  produce  of  the  soil  or  in- ' 
dustry  of  those  nations,  than  upon  similar  articles  of  other 
nations  when  imported  into  the  United  States." 

If  the  views  presented  in  my  despatch  of  20th  May, 
1830,  respecting  the  unequal  rates  of  the  existing  duties 
on  the  wines  of  France  and  those  of  other  countries,  be 
correct,  as  they  are  believed  to  be,  the  effect  of  the  stipu- 
lated reduction  in  the  duties  on  French  wines  will  be,  not 
to  admit  them  on  more  favorable  terms  than  those  of  other 
countries,  but  simply  to  restore  them  to  a  just  equality. 

But  a  consideration  not  less  conclusive  is,  that  we  have 
no  engagement,  of  the  kind  referred  to,  with  any  wine- 
g^wing  country. 

The  only  countries  with  which  we  have  entered  into  a 
stipulation  to  impose  «no  hieher  or  other  duties  on  their 
productions  than  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  the  like  arti- 
cles the  produce  or  manufacture  of  other  foreign  coun- 
tries," are  Great  Britain,  (in  reference  to  her  European 
possessions  only,)  Prussia,  Denmark,  Sweden,  the  Hanse- 
atic  Republics,  Austria,  perhaps,  and  some  of  the  South 
American  States.  With  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  princi- 
pal wine-growing  countries  after  France,  we  have  no  such 
stipulations.  Of  the  countries  above  enumerated,  none 
produce  wine,  unless  the  small  quantity  made  in  the  Rhen- 
ish provinces  of  Prussia  should  be  thought  to  make  it  an 
exception. 

It  is  with  that  country  onl}',  then,*tliat  any  question 
could,  by  possibility,  arise  respecting  our  agreement  to 
reduce  the  duties  on  French  wines.  Conceding  even  that 
the  stipulation  of  equal  treatment  for  her  productions 
would  oblige  us  to  extend  to  her,  without  any  equivalent 
whatever,  a  reduction  of  duties  granted  for  a  special  and 
valuable  consideration  to  another  Power,  and  also  that  the 
wines  of  her  provinces  are,  in  the  language  of  the  treaty 
with  her,  like  (mSmes)  articles  with  the  wines,  so  pecu- 
liar and  distinct,  of  France,  her  reclamations,  if  any  should 
be  made,  (which  is  highly  improbable,)  might  be  satisfied 
by  a  correspondent  reduction  of  duties  on  the  wines  of 
the  Prussian  provinces  on  the  Rhine,  without  giving  to 
France,  in  the  terms  of  the  stipulation  made  with  her,  a 
ri^ht  to  call  for  a  further  reduction  of  duties  on  French 
wines;  for  it  is  only  in  case  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  diminish  the  «  general  rates"  of  the  tariffin 
foreign  wines,  that  France  would  be  entitled  to  a  further 
proportional  reduction  on  hers. 

1  have  thought  it  proper  to  furnish  you  these  explana- 
tions,  (which  the  numerous  other  matters  crowding  upon 
my  attention,  at  the  time  of  sending  the  treaty,  pre- 
vented me  from  then  communicating,)  not  because  1  sup- 
pose them  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  but  ex  abundanti 
eauteh,  and  with  a  desire  to  possess  you  of  every  circum- 
stance which  miglit,  by  possibility,  be  deemed  useful  in 
estimating  its  provisions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  g^rcat  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 
To  the  Hon.  Euwabd  LiviNOs-rox, 

Secretary  of  Slate, 


LAWS  OF  THE  VJVITED  STATES, 
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A  PUBLIC  NATURE, 


FASSEI)  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OT  THB  TWENTT-SBCOND  €ONOBE88,  WHICH  WAS  BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  TBI  CITT 
OF  WASHINGTON,  IN  THB  DISTBICT  OP  COtUMBIA,  ON  MONDAY,  THB  THIBD  DAT  OP  DBCSMBBB,  OBB  THOUiABO 
BIGHT  UUNDBED  AND  TRIBTT-TWO,  AND  ENDING  ON  THB  THIBD  DAT  OF  XABCH,  ONE  THOUSABB  BI0HT  HUH* 
DBKD    AND    TMIBTT-THRSE. 


An  act  making^  appropriations,  in  part,  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ami  thtrty.lhree,  and  f<»r  certain  expenditures  of  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  h^fldred  and  thirty-two. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated  money 
in  the  Treasury,  viz  : 

For  pay  and  m.Icage  of  the  members  of  Congress  and 
delegates,  three  hundred  and  seven  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred  and  sixty  eight  dollars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  both  Houses,  thir- 
ty-four thousand  thri'e  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  incidental 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  twenty-five  thou- 
sand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  incidental 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  said  two  sums  last  named  to  be  applied  to  the  pay. 
ment  of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Senate  and 
Iluusie  of  Representatives,  severally,  and  to  no  other  pur 
pose.  And  no  part  of  this  appropriation  shall  be  applied 
to  any  printing  other  than  of  such  documents  or  papers 
as  are  connected  with  the  ordmary  proceedings  of  either 
of  the  said  Houses,  ordered  during  its  se8sion,  and  exe- 
cuted by  the  public  printer,  agreeably  to  his  contracts, 
excepting  such  as  ma3^avc  been  ordered  by  the  Joint 
Committee  for  preparing  a  digest  of  laws  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  such  printing  and  books  as  have  hereto 
fore  been  ordered  by  the  House. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  several  courts  of  the 
United  States  ;  alsn,  for  jurors  and  witnesses,  and  for  de 
fraying  the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States 
are  concerned,  and  of  prosecution  for  offences  committed 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
priso!K-rs,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirtv-two,  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appro* 
priated  tor  those  purposes,  the  further  sum  of  fifty-one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars. 

Approved  :  January  14,  1833. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  Revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  «/f  the  United  States  for  the  ysar  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

£e  it  enacted,  &c.  Thai  the  following  sums  be  appro- 
pi  iated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pensioners  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-tliree  : 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners  under  the  several  acts 
prior  to  that  of  the  sevenfh  June,  one  thousand  eight 
I  hundred   and  thirn^y-two,  &ix   hundred  and  twsnty-four 
I  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  doHars,  in  addition 
^  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  three  hundred  and  six  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 
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For  the  invalid  pensions,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  f  jrty-two 
dollars  in  the  Treasury,  ninety-eight  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  dollars. 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Approved  :  January  14,  1833. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  on  the  Fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
JBe  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  following  sums  be  appro- 
priated to  the  several  objects  hereinafter  named  specifi- 
cally, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

For  the  preservation  of  Castle  Island,and  repair  of  Fort 
Independence,  Massachusetts,in  addition  to  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated,  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Adams,  Newport  harbor,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  repairing  Fort  Columbus,  and  Castle  Wil]iams,New 
York,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  forty-six  thousand  dollars. 
For  Fort  Calhoun, Virginia,seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 
For  completing  the  works  at  Oak  Island,  North  Caro- 
lina, twenty-two  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  fortifications  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Fort  at  Cockspur  Island,  Georgia,  seventyfive 
thoHsand  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  the  fortifications  at  Pensacola, 
Florida,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  Fort  at  Mobile  Point,  Alabama,fifty 
thousand  dollars. 
For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Approved:  January  14,  1833. 

An  act  to  establish  a  land  office  in  the  Territoty  of  Michigan. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c  That  all  that  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  which  is  comprehended  within  the  following 
bonndaries,  shall,  from  and  aAer  the  passage  of  this  act, 
constitute  one  land  district  for  the  sale  and  entty  of  the 
public  lands,  viz:  lying  between  the  third  and  fourth 
ranges  of  townships  south  of  the  base  line  and  east  of 
the  principal  meridian,  except  so  much  thereof  as  lies 
north  of  the  river  Hdron  of  Lake  Erie;  and  also,  the  first, 
second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  ranges  of  townships 
south  of  said  base  line,  and  west  of  said  principal  meridi. 
an.  And  there  is  hereby  established  a  land  office  within 
the  same,  to  be  located  at  such  place  as  the  President, 
In  his  discretion,  shall  think  proper  to  designate. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  under  the  existing  laws,  a  Regis- 
ter and  Receiver  in  and  for  said  District,  whose  com- 
pensation shall  be  the  same  as  provided  for  other  Regis- 
ters and  Receivers. 

Approved:  January  30,  1833. 
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AN  ACT  to  explain  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  reduce 
the  duties  on  Coffee,  Tea,  and  Cocoa,"  passed  the 
twentieth  of  May,  one  ttiousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  in  all  cases  in  which  the  im- 
porters of  Coffee  or  Cocoa,  which  remained  in  theiCustnm 
House  stores  under  the  bond  of  the  lmporter,on  the  thirty- 
6rst  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty,  shall  have  paid  on  the  same  a  greater  amount  of 
duty  than  is  imposed  by  the  act  passed  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  on 
CoflTee  or  Cocoa,  imported  atUr  the  thirty-Br.it  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  refund,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  such  importer  the  amount  of  such  excess  so  col- 
lected. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  cases  in 
which  the  Importers  of  Coffee,  Tea,  or  Cocoa,  which 
remained  in  the  Custom  House  stores,  on  tlie  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
one,  under  the  control  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  Cus* 
toms,  shall  have  been  compelled  to  pay  on  tlie  same  a 
greater  amount  of  duty  than  is  imposed  by  said  act,  on 
Coffee,  Tea,  or  Cocoa,  imported  after  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  refund,  out 
of  any  mom  y  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, to  such  Importers,  the  amount  of  such  excess  so 
collected. 

Approved:  February  9,  1833. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  alter  and 
amend  au  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public 
lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  olive  »"  approved  nineteenth  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- one. 

Be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  all  persons  who  became  entitled 
to  an  allotment  of  land  under  the  contract  recited  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment, 
their  heirs,  devisees,  or  assigns,  who,  on  or  before  the 
thirty-first  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  were  in  the  actual  occupancy  and  culti- 
vation of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall,  on  paying 
into  the  Treasury  one  dollar  and  twenty- five  cents  the 
acre  previouato  the  fifteenth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  tliirty-four,  receive  a  patent  for  his  or  her 
allotment  or  purchase  :  Provided,  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  for  the  District  in  which  the  lands  lie,  shall 
be  satisfied  of  the  validity  of  the  purchase. 

Sec.  2.  Aui  be  U  further  enaeied.  That  all  persons  in 
actual  settlement  and  cultivation,  before  or  on  tlie  thirty- 
first  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  one^  upon  any  of  the  lands  referred  to  by  the  act 
to  which  this  is  an  amendmi*nt,  and  not  disposed  of  by 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  or  any  former  act  of  Con- 
greasy  shall,  on  proof  of  such  settlement  and  cultivation, 
and  on  paying  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  one  dollar 
and  twenty  five  cents  per  acre,  receive  a  patent  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  :  Provided^  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  alter  or  repeal  the  third 
flection  of  the  above  recited  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment  as  requires  tltat  pay- 
ment shall  be  made  previous  to  the  tliird  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-three,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
extended  to  the  fifteenth  of  May,  one  tliousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Approved  :  February  19,  1833. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^*  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certato  sortiring 
officers  :md  soldiers  of  the  revolution." 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  second  acctloo  of  tSeacf, 
entitled  *'  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  forthcTtlief 
of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  TtT«\>i- 
tion,"  approved  the  seventh  day  of  June,  one  lhQQa.4 
eght  hundred  and  thirty-t wo,  shall  not  be  construed  lo 
embrace  invalid  pensioners  ;  and  that  the  pensions  of  in- 
valid soldiers  shall  not  be  deducted  from  the  anumnt  re- 
ceivable by  them  under  the  said  act. 

Approved  :  February  19,  1833. 

AN  ACT  for  the  further  improvement  of  Pconsylia«b 

Avenue. 

Be  it  enadcd,  &c.  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  PobJf: 
Buildings  be,  and  is  hereby,   authorized  and  directed  lo 
alter  the   plan  for    the  improvement    of   Fenns}iTamk 
avenue,  as  provided  for  by  an   act  passed   the  twcr^- 
fifth  day  of  May,  one  lhoiiS.ind  eight  hundred  and  tLrii- 
two,  by  causing  that  portion  of  the  avenue  lying  bet»ee« 
the  road  directed  to  be  Macadamized  and  the  side  j-j^rt- 
ments,  to  be  graduated  and  covered  with  stan.%  on  r^ 
Macadam's  plan,  in  place  of  gravel,  provided/*.,-  bi  s^rd 
act  \  also  by  extending  the  fool  pavements  act  kss  fhaa 
five  and  a  half  feet  on  each  side,  and  fornuVig  s:dc  dnins, 
not  less  tlian  four  and  a  half  feet  witle  ;  and  fu.n^T,by 
setting  a  line  of  curbs  of  granite,  eight  inches  iV*t,  oa 
each  side  of  that  part  of  the  a%enuc  between  the  CapaliA 
square  and  tlie  President's  square,   with  suitable  rttums 
at  tlie  cross  streets,  and  Macadamizing  the  cro^s  strreia 
fifty  feet  on  each  side  of  the  Macadamized  cover  of  i\'.t 
avenue. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  carry  m? 
effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  slrviicc 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  be,  and  the  sib» 
is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mouev  i'« 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  :  February  19,  18o3. 

AN  ACT  for  the  puyment  for  horses  and  arms  k'sl  m 
the  military  service  c)f  ihe  United  States  spainst  the 
Indians  on  (he  frontiers  of  Illinois  and  ibc  Mich  Tea  n 
Territory. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  any  mounted  miliiiainan  or  *-o- 
lunteer  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  StaXcs,  vn  V\ie 
late  expeditions  against  the  Indians,  on  tlie  fronl'-ers  of 
Illinois  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  wl>o  sustained  da- 
mage by  the  lobsof  any  hor-e  which  was  killed  in  bstile, 
or  died  in  consequence  of  a  wound  received  therein,  ^ 
in  consequence  of  a  failure  on  tite  part  fA  the  United 
Sta  es,  to  furnish  such  horse  with  sufficient  forage  vKL^ 
in  the  service,  or  in  conseqence  of  the  owner  bcii^  dis- 
mounted, or  separated  and  detached  from  the  sane,  bf 
order  of  the  commanding  officer,  or  in  consequeiKe  ^ 
the  rider  being  killed  or  wounded  in  battle^  shall  be  ar 
lowed  and  paid  the  value  of  such  horse  at  the  tiiee;  ' 
going  into  service  :  Provided,  Such  loss  w:fts  not  ti.e  re- 
sult of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  owner;  the  tha: 
employed  in  going  to  the  place  of  rendezTOus*  aisd  ?^ 
turning  home  after  being  discliarged,  to  be  taken  •--'' 
considered  as  actual  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  pcrsro  t 
ihe  aforesaid  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  vtile&'^^ 
or  drafted  militiaman,  who  furnished  himself  «is^^'^^ 
and  military  accoutrements,  and  has  sustained  )'«*  ^ 
the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  same,  wiihi>u:  (^  *■- 
negligence  on  his  part,  shall  be  aUo^-ed  and  p^  ^^"^ 
value  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furl/ter  enacted,   Tfiat  afi  c^i?^* 
arising  under  this  act  shall    be  examined,  aJlowei\  » 
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paid  in  the  same  manner  by  the  Third  Auditor,  that  si- 
milar claims  were  under  **  an  act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  ihe  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the  ninth  of  April,  one 
tlioiisand  e'ght  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  the  act  in 
amendment  thereof,  passed  the  third  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen  ;  this  act  to  be 
and  remain  in  force  three  years  from  and  after  its  pas- 
s'^pc. 
Approved  :  February  19,  1833. 

AN  ACT  for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  Watter- 
ston  and  Vanzandt's  Statistical  Tables,  and  to  authorixe 
a  subscription  for  a  continuation  of  the  same. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Librarian  of  Congress  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  Library 
of  Congress,  the  renr.atning  copies  not  exceeding  two 
huinlrt-d  in  number,  of  Walterston  and  Vanzandt's  Sta- 
tistical 1  ables,  at  tlie  subscription  price  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cent«»  per  copy  :  Provided,  The  supplementary 
tables  marked  page  ninety-four*,  be  furnished  for  the 
said  copies,  and  for  the  copies  now  on  hand  in  the  Libra- 
ry :  and  that  the  Librarian  be  further  authorized  to  sub- 
scribe for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  continua- 
tion of  the  'Said  tables,  proposed  to  be  published  by 
Wattersfon  and  Vanzandt,  at  three  dollars  per  copy  $  the 
said  copies  to  be  distributed  as  provided  for  by  the  first 
section  of  a  joint  reaolntion,  approved  twenty.fourth  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenly-eight,  for  the 
distribution  of  certain  public  documents  ;  the  same  to 
lie  paid  f«;r  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasuiy  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved  :  February  19,  1833. 

AN"  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  Naval  Service 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty, 
three. 

Be  it  enncied,  8cc.  That  the  following  sums  be  appro- 
priated for  the  nuval  ervicc  for  tlie  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  three,  in  adilition  to  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  for.ner  appropriations  for  similar  ob- 
jects, viz  : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  ofHcers  of  the  >"avy,  and 
the  pay  of  seamen,  one  million  four  hund.ed  and  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all 
the  civd  establish mcntv  at  l!ie  several  yard*,  fifty  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  th'rty  dollars. 

For  provisio  .s,  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  repairs  of  vessils  in  ordinary,  and  the  repairs  and 
wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  fwe  hundred  and 
six  lliousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores, 
and  otiicr  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  impiovcments  and  necessary  repairs  of  navy  yanls, 
viz  : 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  twenly-one  thousand 
five  hundred  at^l  twent3'-four  dollars. 

For  the  na*y  yard  at  Boston,  seventy-three  thousand 
fixe  l:undred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  tlic  navy  yard  at  New  York,  thirty-fonr  thousand 
eif^ht  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

F^r  the  navy  yard  at  Piiiladelphia,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  the  navy  yard  at  Washington,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars. 

Fi.r  the  nnvy  yard  at  Norfolk,  one  hundred  and  twcB- 
t>-:iix  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars. 

Fortlicn:ivy  \ard  at  Pcnsacola,  fd^y-! hrce  thousand 
CJiif  huiiiUvd  and  fiTv  dollars. 


For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  expenses;  for  freight  and  transportation 
of  materials  and  stores  of  eveiy  description;  for  wharfage 
and  dockage,  storage  and  rent,  travelling  expenses  of 
officers,  and  transportation  of  seamen,  house  rent,  cham- 
ber money,  and  fuel  and  candles  to  officers,  other  than 
those  attaclied  to  navy  yards  and  stations,  and  for  officers 
in  sick  qtiarters,  where  there  is  no  hospital,  and  for  fu> 
neral  expenses ;  for  commissions,  clerk  hire,  and  office 
rent,  stationary,  and  fuel  to  navy  agents  ;  for  premiums, 
and  inciden'al  expenses  of  recruiting;  fur  apprehending 
deserters;  for  compensation  to  judge  advocates;  for  per 
diem  allowances  for  persons  attending  courts  martial,  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  and  for  oflScers  engaged  in  extra  ser- 
vice beyond  the  limits  of  their  station;  for  printing,  and 
stationary  of  every  description,  and  for  books,  maps, 
charts,  and  mathematical  and  nautical  instruments,  chro- 
nometers, models  and  drawings ;  for  purchase  snd  repair 
of  steam  and  fire  engines,  and  for  machmery  ;  for  pur- 
chase and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts, 
timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  of  every  descrip- 
tion ;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public  service  ;  for  pi- 
lotage ;  for  cabmet  furniture  of  vessels  in  commission, 
and  for  furniture  of  officers'  houses  at  navy  yards,  for 
taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  property;  for  assistance 
rendered  to  vessels  in  distress ;  for  incidental  labor  at 
navy  yards,  not  applicable  to  any  other  appropriation;  for 
coal  %nd  other  fuel  for  forges,  foundries,  and  steam  en- 
gines; for  candles,  oil,  and  fuel^  fur  vessels  in  commission 
and  in  ordinary  ;  for  repairs  and  building  of  magazines 
and  powder  houses;  fur  preparing  moulds  for  ships  to  be 
built,  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatsoever,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  hereinbefore 
enumerated,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  ^Tid  for  subsistence  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps,  one  hundred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  subsistence  of  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates,  and  washerwomen,  serving  on  shore, 
eighteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars. 

For  clothing,  twenty-eight  thousand  » ven  hundred 
and  sixty*five  <IoIlars. 

For  fuel,  nine  thousand  and  ninety-eiglit  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  fotirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  military  stores,  two  thoussnd  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  surgical  instrument/!, 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  discharge 
an  outstanding  claim  for  prize-money  for  the  capture  of 
the  Algerine  vessels  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  twenty-one  dollars,  being  part  of  an  unexpend* 
ed  balance  carried  to  the  surplus  f<md. 

Fur  the  payment  of  claims  arising  under  the  act  of 
eleventh  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  entitled  *'  An  act  concerning  certain  marine  offi- 
cers," eighteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
dollars  and  twenty-sight  cents. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  ift  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  purpose 
of  compensating  the  board  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
nineteenth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-to,  for  their  ser\'ices  in  revising  and  enlarging  ••  the 
ndes  and  regulations  governing  the  naval  ser\ ice,  with 
the  view  to  adapt  them  to  the  present  and  future  exigen- 
cies of  this  important  arm  of  national  defence,"  the  sum 
of  seven  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, nut  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  nut  other- 
wise appropria:ed,  to  be  paid  by  the  Navy  Department, 
according  to  the  rates  of  allowances  for  detention  on  i^pe- 
cial  service  now  prescribed  by  (he  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Navy  Departments^ 

Sec.  3.  ,Ar,d  bf  it  further  enacted.  That  Ihr  aaltiry  di. 
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Lau>8  of  the  United  Statat, 


rected  by  *'An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  navy,  and 
privateer  pension,  and  nayy  hospital  funds,"  passed  July 
tenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  be 
paid  to  the  clerk  of  said  funds  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  paid  from  any  money  in  said  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Ser.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  acts  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
including  the  support  in  the  United  States,  and  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  six  months  af^er  their  arrival  in  Afri- 
ca, of  all  persons  removed  from  the  United  States  under 
the  said  acts,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  tlie  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  5  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tiiere  be  paid 
to  Master  Commandant  John  D.  Sloat,  of  the  U.  States' 
navy,  ont  of  any  nnoney  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  his  account  exhibit- 
ed to  the  Navy  Department,  for  expenses  incurred  in 
entertaining  un  board  the  St.  Louis,  under  his  command, 
General  Bolivar  and  several  of  his  officers,  at  Ciuayaqud, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine; 
and  General  I^  Fuente,  Prcs»dent  of  Peru,  and  Major 
General  Miller,  of  the  Peruvian  army,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Approved  •  Feb.  20,  1833. 

AN  ACT  making  Appropriations  for  Indian  Annuities, 

and  other  similar  objects,   for   the  year  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  thirty  three. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  severally  appropriated,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  annuities  due  to  various  Indians,  and  Indian 
tribes,  and  other  objects  hereinafter  enumerated,  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulations  of  certain  Indian  treaties  ;  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  wii  : 

To  the  Wyandot  tribe,  five  thousand  nine  lumdred  dol- 
lars. 

To  the  Wyandot,  Munseo,  an>  Delaware  tribes,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Shawnee  tribe,  three  thousand  dollars,  and 
eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars  for  expenses  of  a  black- 
smith and  furnishing  salt. 

To  the  Shawanee  and  Seneca  tribes  of  Lewistown, 
one  thousand  dollars,  and  seven  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
laf  s  for  expenses  of  s  blacksmith. 

To  the  Delaware  tribe,  six  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  one  hundred  dollars  for  fiirnialiing  sa1t« 

To  the  Wea  tribe,  three  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Piankeshaw  tribe,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  Kaskaskias  tribe,  one  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  Ottaway  tribe,  five  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars. 

To  the  Ottaway  and  llissouri  tribes,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  fifteen  htmdred  dollars  for  the  ex- 
penses of  blacksmiths  and  tools  and  agricultural  imple- 
ments. 

To  the  Chippeway  tribe,three  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars;  also,  one  thousand  dollars  for  purposes  of  educa 
tion,  and  two  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  farming 
utensils  and  cattle,  and  the  employ mi-nt  or  persons  to  aid 
them  in  their  agriculture. 

To  the  Chippeways,  Ottaways,  and  Potawatamie  tribes, 
sixteen  thousand  dollars,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
five  dollars  for  furnishing  salt. 

To  the  Potawatamie  tribe,  sixteen  thousami  three  hun* 
dred  dolUrs,  and  one  hundred  dollars  to  To  pe-nibe, 
principal  chief;  also,  three  thousand  dollars  for  purposes 
of  education,  and  two  thousand  five  hundre<l  and  twenty 
dollars  for  expenses  of  blacksmiths,  millers,  and  agricul- 
turists, and  for  furnishing  salt,  tobacco,  iron,  and  steel. 


To  the  Putawa'amie  tribe  of  Huron,  ibur  ksd-td 
dollars. 

To  the  Choctaw  tribe,  fifty  thousand  ninchutdred  »nd 
twenty -five  dollars;  to  Musliuktubbe,  a  chief,  ocf  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  and  to  RobeK  Cole,  tdt{,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  also,  twelve  thoa^ii  &re 
hundred  dollars  for  the  furposes of educitim, initio 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  five  dollars  fur  rrtiss 
of  blacksmiths  and  mill  wrights,  and  forfttmisbinfrj; 
and  steel. 

To  the  Eel  river  tribe,  one  ihousind  one  hundred  dii- 
lars. 

To  the  Six  Nations,  New  York,  four  thouandfitt 
hundred  dollars;  aUn,  ttt'o  hundred  doiUn  toihe  V?b ; 
King,  a  chief,  and  fifty  dtfllars  to  Little  Bilkry,  oti^e  m 
neca  tribe. 

To  the  Seneca  tribe,  of  New  York,  six  thwfc&ii; 
lars. 

To  the  Creek  tribe,  forty -six  Ihouondfifcfc^^'^' 
dollars;  als'>,  three  thousand  dollais  forpurpi'*ciofci.- 
cation,  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollin  for  «• 
pensesof  a  blacksmith,  and  forfurnishiigiro'iindjf: 
To  the  Cherokee  tribe,  ten  thousand  dolUrs; »:«'/"' 
thousand  dollars  for  purposes  of  educilion.  ^ 

To  the  Chickasaw   tribe,  twenty-three  tliwws.  .^*- 
lars. 
To  the  Sac  tribe,  three  thousand  doUin 
To  the  Sac  and  Fox  tribes,  tsro  ihouftuddulltn 
To   the  Sac.   Fox,  and  loway  tribes,  tt»t«'^*f 
dollars  for  the  expenses  of  blacksmiths  ladtf'.  •4- 
rists,  and  for  furnishing  farming  iitcn*ilstniiatilf' 
To  the  Fox  tribe,  three  thousand  doliiR. 
To  the  loway  tribe,  three  thousand  doll»R5  *'*''/J', 
hunrlred  dollars  for  expenses  of  i  bltcksfni'li,  »<^j  -■ 
nishing  agricultural  tools.  .  u 

To  the  Osage  tribe,  eight  thousand  fivchundrea^w- 
lars.  ,  J.1 

To  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Lewistown,  one  thoiaan^^  . 
lars,  and  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  dolUrs  for  eipfft^^ 
a  blacksmith  and  miller,  and  for  furnishing  if«"  " 
steel. 

To  the  Quapaw  tribe,  two  thousand  dollin- 
To  the  Kickapoo  tribe,  of  Illinois,  tvotbou^- 
1:1  rs 

To  the   Florida  Indians,  five  thoujsnJ'^^''^^'^  ^ 
one  thousand  dollars  for  purposes  of «'"»"'"' ,  ^y^, 
thousand  dollars  for  ihe  expenses  of » 5«"'^ 
smith.  oo'irti'- 

Tothe  Miami  tribe,  twenty  five  ^'^''^^^a. 
so,  two  thousand  dollars  for  the  suPP^^^Jyeni  i"^ 
firm,  and  education  of  youth,  *"^  *'?.  -^  tr-^ 
twenty  dollars  for  expenses  of  a-blacks.aith,» 


•IJ 


lent 


lars. 


nishing  salt,  iron,  sted,  and  tobacco.  , ,.- „ 

To  the  Winnebago  tribe,   eighteen  ^J'>"?'"|;  .  .r 

also,  tiiree  thous-ind  seven  hundred  and  T-    , .. 

for  expenses  of  blacksmiths  and  igncuUun«s 

furnishing  rail  and  tobacco.  ,    wnjrr:- 

To  the  Kansas  tribe,  three  thousand  fl«"" 

To  the  Christian  Indians,  fourbun^;^^''^?^^^:: 

To  tho  Sioux  tribe,  of  Mi'^^s^PP''  ,  j„iUrt  fj^ ' 
lars?  also,  one  thousand  seven   hundred  .^ 

penses  of  blacksmith,  and  fumiihing  »P"j;^5,,,|i- 

To  the  Yancton  and  Sanlie  ^an^s  wr^jj^^f^f^'J 
lars;  also,  one  thousand  four  hundred  "^V  |,„j,*  r* 
pensesof  a  blacksmith,  and  ^"rnisliinj^JP^^^^^^.- 

To  the  Omaha  tribe,  t«^o  t''**"""^  V^nfer'^' 
lars;  also,  one  thousand  five  hundred  iw»; 
ses  of  a  blacksmith,  and  furnishing  agncu"",^;  i.! 

To  the  Sac  tribe,  of  Missouri  nver,  tiw     ^^  ^^,, 
lars;  also,  nine  hundred  dollars  for  cxp" 
•  smith,  and  furnishing  agricuHttral  ^^^^^^^^  ^M"^ 

Ft»r  purposes  of  education  of  Sac8,r«» 
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as  stipulated  for  in  the  treaty  of  July  fifteenth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  purposes  of  education  of  Chippeways,  Menomo- 
nies,  and  Winnebagoes^  as  stipulated  in  tifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Butte dei  Mortes,  of  eleventh  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven;  for  the  years 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  three,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  transportation  and  distribution  of  annu- 
ities to  the  Winnebagoes,  Chi ppe ways,  Ottaways,  Pot- 
tawatamies.  Sacs,  Foxes,  and  others,  and  of  salt,  tobac- 
co, agricultural  implements  and  tools,  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 
For  expense  of  removing  and  keeping  off  intruders 
from  Choctaw  lands,  by  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-seventh  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  tiiirty,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  bounding,  by  sectional  lines,  the  reser> 
vation  to   Choctaw   heads  of  families,  by  tiie   fonrteenth 

^     article  of  said  treaty,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

^        For  an  advance  to  the  Ottaways,  after  their  removal, 

^  for  erecting  houses  and  opening  farms,  tii  be  reimbursed 
out  (^f  the  sail  s  of  their  lands,  by  the  fifth  article  of  the 

'^  treaty  of  thirtieth  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty  one,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  claims  of  sundry*  individuals  against 

'  the  Ottaways,  guarantied  by  the  seventh  article,  and  enu- 
merated in  the  sixteenth  of  the  same  treaty,  also  to  be  re- 
imbursed out   of  t!ie   sales  of  their    bnds,    tweuty-one 

^    thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and  twen- 

'•    ty.five  cents. 

'        For  the  services  of  a  person  to  certify  contracts  for  the 

»  sale  of  Creek  lands  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-fourth  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty.two,  one  thousand  dollars 

For  expenses  of  defending  suits,  and  so  forth,  institut- 
ed by  intruders  against  Creek  Indians,  and  keeping  off 
intruders,  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  same  treaty,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  expenses  attending 'he  aforesaid  trea- 
ties, not  otherwise  enumerated,  five  thousand  dollars. 

,         Approved:  February  20,  183J. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  constructing  a 
road  from  Line  Creek  to  the  Chatahooche,  and  for  re- 
pairing the  road  on  which  the  mail  is  now  transported. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  out  and  making  a  post  road  through  the  Creek 
nation  of  Indians,  commencing  at  Line  Creek,  in  the 
Slate  ef  Alabama,  and  terminating  at  the  Chatahooche, 
opposite  Columbus,  in  the  Sta'e  of  Georgia. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the  early 
accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  President  shall  ap- 
point a  superintendent  of  said  road,  whose  duty  it  hliall 
be,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to  divide  the 
same  into  sections  of  not  more  than  ten  miles  each,  to 
contract  for,  and  personally  superintend  the  opening  and 
TT  aking  the  said  road,  as  well  as  to  receive,  disburse,  and 
fai  hfully  account  with  the  Treasury  for  all  sums  of  mo- 
ney by  him  received  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  said 
superintendent  shall  receive,  during  the  time  he  is  so 
employed,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  3  And  it  furllur  enaettd.  That,  for  the  repairs  of 
the  road  through  said  Creek  nation,  on  which  the  mail  ih 
now  transported,  unlil  the  road  authorized  by  this  act  h 
completfd,  the  further  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  Gc- 
neral,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Approved  :  February  20,  1833. 


AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  ef 
Ohio,  to  sell  the  land  reserved  for  the  support  of  reli- 
gion in  the  Ohio  Company's,  and  John  Cleves 
Sy  mines'  purchases. 

JBe  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  sell  and  convey,  in 
fee  simple,  all  or  any  part  of  the  lands  heretofore  reserv- 
ed and  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  support  of  re- 
ligion within  the  Ohio  Company's,  and  John  Cleves 
Symmes'  purchases,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  invest 
the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof,  in  some  pro- 
ductive fund  ;  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  forever  an- 
nually applied,  under  the  direction  of  said  Legislature, 
for  the  support  of  religion  within  the  several  townships 
for  which  the  said  lands  were  originally  reserved  and  set 
apart,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever,  ac- 
cording to^the  terms  and  stipulations  of  the  contracts  of 
the  said  Ohio  Company's,  and  John  Cleves  Symme<»' 
purchases  within  the  United  States  :  Provided,  said  land, 
or  any  part  of  it,  shall,  in  no  case,  be  sold  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  person  who  may  be  the  lessee  thereof,  nor 
without  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township 
within  which  any  such  land  may  be  situated,  to  be  ob- 
tained in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  of  said  State 
shall  by  law  direct  :  And  provided,  abo.  That  in  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  proceeds  of  said  fund,  each  township 
within  the  districts  of  country  aforesaid,  ahall  be  entitled 
to  such  portion  thereof,  and  no  more,  as  shall  have  ac- 
crued from  the  s.um  or  sums  of  money  arising  from  the 
sale  of  the  church  land  belonging  to  such  township. 

Approved  :  February  20,  1833. 

AN  ACT  further  to  extend  the  time  for  entering  cer- 
tain donation  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas. 

JBe  it  enaeted,  &c.  That  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
and  ninth  sections  of  the  act  of  Congres*,  approved  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  entitled  "  An  act  to  aid  the  State  of 
Ohio  in  extending  the  Miami  canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake 
Erie,  and  to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  said  State  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  canah  authorized  by  law,  and  for 
making  donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  Arkansas 
Territoiy,"  and  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  *•  An 
act  restricting  the  location  of  certain  land  claims  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
the  feixth  of  January,  oive  thousand  eight  hunilred  and 
twenty-nine;  and,  also,  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  certain  donations 
in  Arkansas,"  approved  the  thirteenth  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  continued jn  force,  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
from  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty.three:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this 
act,  or  the  foregoing  acts,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre- 
vent the  President  of  the  United  States  from  bringing 
the  said  lands  in  Arkansas  into  market  under  the  existing 
laws;  and  all  claims  to  donations  under  the  before  recited 
act,  which  shall  not  have  been  presented  and  allowed  by 
the  proper  authohtie?,  on  or  before  the  day  which  shall 
be  fixed  on  by  the  President  for  the  sale-of  said  land,  are 
hereby  declared  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

Approved:  February  20,  1833. 

AN  ACT  for  making  Calais  and  Pembroke,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  ports  of  delivery. 

Be  it  enactedfkc.  That  the  towns  of  Calais  and  of  Pem- 
broke, in  the  Stale  of  Maine,  sliall  be  purls  of  delivery, 
to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of  Passamaquoddy. 

Approved:  February  5,  1833. 
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AN  ACT  making  ippropriations  for  the  Civil  and  Di- 
plomatic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  Imndred  and  thirty.three. 
Be  ilenadedf  819.  Tliat  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  spprnpriatcd,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
utiapproprialed  money  in  tiie  Treasury,  viz  : 

For  compensation  to  th«  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secre- 
tary oOhe  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary 
of  the  A'avy,  and  tlie  Postnva  tcr  Genend,  sixty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  clerks  and  messcngt  rs  in  the  ofBce  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Sla^e,  nineteen  tliousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  clerks,  machinist,  and  mcssenf^er,  in  llie  Patent 
Office,  five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  incidentnl  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Dt-part- 
ment  of  State,  including  the  expense  of  pubiiahing  and 
dtstrii>utiiig  the  laws,  tu'enty-Hvc  thousaiul  dollars. 

For  compiling  and  priming  the  Biennial  Uegister, 
eighteen  hundred  dollars. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  settle  the  accounts 
for  preparing  and  suptrintending  the  printing  of  the  re- 
vision of  the  former  estimates  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  completing*  the  publication  of  the  Diplomatic  Cur 
refspondence  of  the  llnited  S(:ites,  to  the  fourth  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  Patent 
Office,  two  ttiousanil  o.'^e  hundred  and  seventy-fivc  dol* 
lars. 

For  the  superintendent  and  w.itchmen  of  the  northeast 
executive  building,  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fu^I,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of  the  buildings,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  cleiks  and  messengers  in  the 
ofHce  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  sixteen  thousand 
live  hundred  and  fifiy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
ofBce  of  the  First  Comptroller,  nineteen  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
oiBce  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  ten  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  ar.d  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  First  Auditor,   thirteen  thousand  nine  hun 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  seventeen  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  aud  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  twenty-one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourtli  Audi  tor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  sevent.een  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  tlie  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messmger  in  the 


office  of  the   Fifth  Auditor,  twelve  thotuut! er^ftl  bun* 
dred  dollars. 

For  compe!isation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  CsiitdSlita, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  cit-rks  and  mfsei^ioihe 
office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stales,  siiii?)i!and 
seven  hundred  an  1  filty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trt»^, 
three  thousand  dollars.  ' 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  a;td  messengers iatk 
office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  twenty fer I' t- 
sand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compens:ition  to  the  Commissioner  of  ihc  Gffiri 
Land  Office,  three  tiiousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  cleiksandnveBcngtrsasih 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  (Jenenl  Ur.d  OSf, 
twenty  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Tr/.":n, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  incsscn»crir.tif 
office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Trcasu^,  three ibi^ii 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  com]>cnsatien  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Co,T(r  >*  '• 
crs  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and  iiil^i J '^ 

For  the  expenses  of  s^alioiK-ry,  printing, »sfi^' J*-' 
incidental  and  contingent  expenstsof  tksff-'*''*'^^ 
of  the  'I  reasury  Department,  the  fyllo«i'!|5«''^-'^'^^ 
viz.  : 

For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  ih;  Ttcia^.  «• 
eluding  advertising  and  extra  copying,  andihesj"!, 
one  thousand  dollars  applied  from  this  fund  for  tkrk  ^^ 
and   other  expenses  incident  to  the  issuing  of  Rf* 
tionary  bounty  land  scrip,  six  ttiousanJ  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  in«i^*' 
pcnses  for  printing,  one  thousand  three  hundred  «w  . 
dollars.  ..1 

For  the  office  of  the  Secod  Comptroller,  onetw^ 
dollars.  ,  (• 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor,  ei^ithur^rtau.. 

lars.  ,    1  1 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  eight ''"^^^ 

dollars.  .jr 

For  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  one  thouaMo- 

lars*  .i«>awJ 

For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Audiltf. »«  «'**■ 
dollars.  xn. 

For  the  office  of  the  F.fth  Auditor,  oae «»«»''' 
lai  s.  ,  1  ffi.i>'t^ 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  ih''^n'«'^  ^  * 
seven  hundred  dollars.  ^  .{jf? 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  ire^'^'' 

thousand  dollars.  rtieGr**' 

For  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  oiiw 

Land  Office,  ten  thousand  dollars,  n^d''^ 

For  printing,  parchment,  and  other  '^P*.  jj^.^:,, 
Land  Office,  during  the  year  onethousandeig"  '  ^^ 
and  thirty.two,  expended  above  thf  *"!""  ^j  ibt: 
propriation  for  such  expenditures  in  tw^  J  S;., 
thousand  one  hundred,and  fifty  eight  dollars'^ 
cents.  jij^aji'i 

For  compensation  for  extra  aid,  during  one  ^^^^ 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  three,  in  tl'C  .'^"'\p ^^^ 
laud  scrip  and  patents  founded  on  Virginia^' 


niiliti''  '■ 

veys  and  on  private  claims,  examining  and  *''J  L*y. 
accounts  of  surveyors  general;  and  **"j"5*J 
ing  patents  for  lands  sohl,  four  thousand  dollaf^^.g. 

For  compensation  to  seven  clerks  ^'^P'^j^'jjgjjj:.'?. 
and  recording  patents  for  land  sold,  ^y*^'*  Y'lJia^'* 
in  conlinu.ation   of  the  appropriation  made  t^ 
object  last  year,  seven  thousand  dollars.         ^^^  .^^, 

For  a  deficit  of  last  year's  appn»prial>«n  'j^^  Ij ,!,: 
object  for  the  month  cf  December,  '°'y  ;^^  r:' 
eighty  one  dollars  and  six  yseven  cents :  '^'  "' 
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no  part  of  the  ttppropriatiuiiB  herein  made  fur  the  Gene- 
ral Lnnd  Office,  shall  be  applied  or  expended,  for  and  on 
account  of  a  Hesohitioii  of  the  Senate,  passed  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  requiring  maps  tu  be  prepared,  designat- 
ing thereon  by  discriminating  colors  the  lands  sold,  the 
lands  granted  to  the  States  for  internal  improvemcntv, 
donations  to  individuals,  military  griints,  and  private 
claims  confirmed  by  the  Government. 

For  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  twelve 
liundred  dollars. 

For  translation'*,  and  transmitting  passports  and  sea- 
letters,  three  hundred  dollai's. 

Fur  staling  and  printing  ihe  public  accounts  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  three,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  watchmen  of 
the  southeast  executive  building,  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  three  thou- 
I  sand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
,  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty  two  thousand  six 
\  hundred  and  fifty  dollar:!. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  books,  maps*,  and  plauii,  fur  the  War  Department, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  t>r  temporary  clerk  hire  during  the  years 

^  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  two,  and  eighteen  hundred 

'  and  thirty  three,    in  order  to  carry  into  efTcct  the  act  of 

seventh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  two,  grant* 

ing  revolutionary  pensions,   twenty  four  thousand  and 

thirty  nine  doUan. 

For  printing,  stationery,  rent,  and  expenses  of  procu- 
ring revolutionary  records,  arising  under  the  act  afore* 
said,  five  thousand  dollars 

For  additional  clerk'  hire,  messengers,  stationery, 
printing,  and  other  contingencies  of  the  Pension  Office, 
for  the  present  year,  four  thousand  dollars.  And  a  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
and  Senate,  who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  twenty  five 
hundred  dollars,  which  is  hereby  appropriated.  lie 
shall  execute,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
\Var,  such  duties  in  relation  to  the  various  pension  laws, 
as  may  be  prescrloed  by  the  Pre8'd«;,nt  of  the  United 
Slates  ;  and  he  shall  also  have  the  privilege  of  franking  ; 
but  this  provision  shall  only  continue  until  the  expiratiun 
of  the  next  Congress. 

Fur  compensation  to  the  elerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Paymaster  General,  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  four 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Atljutant  General,  tuo  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  office,  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  including  ad- 
Tertising,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 

For  compensation  'to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Kiigineer,  two  thousand  nine  liundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand 
dollars. 


For  the   contingent  expenses   of  the  Topographical 
Bureau,  including    the  purchabe   of   books,    repair  of 
instruments,  one  titousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dol 
lars. 

For  the  services  of  a  lithographer,  &nd  the  expenses 
of  the  lithographic  pre*s  of  the  War  Department,  seven 
hundred  and  filty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Ordnance  office, 
two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clirk  in  the  office  of  the  Sur- 
geon General,  eleven  hundred  and  fifry  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four  hundred 
dollais. 

For  compensation  to  ihe  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Qqartermaster  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Fur  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  and  watchmen  of 
the  northwest  executive  building,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  dullurs. 

Fur  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  furniture,  repairs  of  buildings,  and  im- 
provement of  adjoining  ground,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars 

For  completing  the  fence  on  the  Pennsylvania  avenue 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  filling  up  the  basement  rooms  of  the  Kx  cu- 
tive  Building  occupied  by  the  War  Department,  for  the 
preservation  of  papers,  and  ihe  occupation  of  clerkf>,two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messent^ers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  thirteen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars. 

Fur  coniingent  expense,  s  of  said  office,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

Fur  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensiition  to  {h*i  clerks,  draughts-nan,  and 
messenger,  iii  liie  office  of  the  Cumnussionets  of  the 
Navy  Board,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  ihc  Navy  Board,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  liie  southwest 
executive  building,  and  the  watchmen,  eight  hundred 
and  filty  dollars. 

.  For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of  building,  engines,and  improve- 
ment of  the  grounds,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  t\iko  Ass'.stant  Postmas'.crs 
General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Postmaster  General,  forty  one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  clerk  hire  in  the  Post  Office  Department, 
during  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundreil  and  thirty, 
one,  and  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
beyond  the  annual  appropriation,  thirty.four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sc vent) -eight  dollars. 

Fur  contingent  expenses  ut  suid  office,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  snperintendency  of  the  build' ngs,  making  up 
blanks,  and  compensati(m  to  two  watchmen  and  one  la- 
borer, sixteen  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  in  Ohio,  f  n 
dianii,  and  Michigan,  two  thouikxnd  d<dlars. 
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For  compensiitlon  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  (he  Surveyor  south  of  Tennessee, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Illinois  and  Uis- 
souri,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compenbalion  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Sur 
veyor,  four  thousand  ei{^ht  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

Fbr  compensation  to  the  Stirveyor  General  in  Arkan* 
sas,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  said  office,one  thousand 
eiglit  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alabama,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Sur* 
veyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Louisiana,  in 
eluding  filly-four  dollars  ninety-five  cents,  from  twenty- 
first  June  to  thirtieth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  lhirt\-one,  by  act  of  third  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  two  thousand  fifty*fuur  dol- 
lars ninety-five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  hy  act  of  third  March.one  th'iusand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty -one,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Florida,two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Sur^'eyor,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings  in  Washington  city,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of  the  Mint, 
ten  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

•For  compensation  to  assistants  in  the  several  depart' 
menta  of  the  Mint,  and  wages  of  laborers  employed  in 
the  various  operations  of  the  establishment,  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollais. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  and  repairs, 
cost  of  machinery,  for  idlowunce  for  wastage  in  gold  and 
silver  coinage  of  the  Mint,  thirteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  building  for  the  Mint  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  machinery  thereof,  eleven  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Michigan  Territory,  seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michigan  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fitty  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Council, 
fuel,  stationery,  and  printing,  seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  ninetv-lwo  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Se- 
cretary of  the  Arkansas  Temtory,  seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  said 
Territory,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  contingent  tzpenses  of  the  Arkansas  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  i\\\j  dollars. 

For  cumpcnsalion  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Se- 
cretary, of  the  Florida  Territory,  including  addiiiunal 
compensation  to  two  of  the  Judges,  under  the  act  of 
twenty  sixth  May,onc  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty, 
at  e  gilt  hundred  dollars  each,  twelve  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Florida  Ttrritory,lliree 
luindred  and  lifly  dollars. 

Fur  compensation  and  niilcage  of  the  mcinberb  of  the 
Legislative  Ci'uncil  of  Florida,  pay  of  officers  and  ser- 
vants of  the  Council,  fuel,  stauont-ry,  jirinting,  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  laws,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 


For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justic(,the  issnc\i\t 
Judges,  and  district  Judges  of  the  United  SUics,  rg^'iti- 
one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  Chief  Justice  and  Judj^aofthe  ])\i. 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  JiidgM  of  i^  Orphans 
Court  of  the  said  District,  nine  thousand  five  Mred 
dollars. 

For  compensatien  to  the  Attorney  General  of  ikel">.. 
ed  States,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  A.- 
torney  General,  eight  hundred  dollirs. 

For  a  messenger  in  said  office,  fire  bundrrd  dol]l^ 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  lire  husirrj 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of  the  declaim  g 
the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  doltin 

For  compensati«»n  to  the  District  Attornerj  jrJ  Mr 
shals,  as  granted  by  law,  including:  those  in  ihe  Krtn 
Territories,  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred dobn. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  th«  Supreme  Coiri- 
District  Courts  of  the  United  Ststes,  indudinj  tfce  In 
trict  of  Columbia;  also,  for  jurors  and  wi  ncsst^if  ii'< 
tile  funds  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and fbr^r* '  n  '■• 
curred  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirtrfr.-^.  ^ 
preceding  years;  and,  likewise  for  defrayiffii^'r*^ 
ses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States  art «i«wm.»nJ 
of  prosecutions  for  oflfences  committed  ipi«*i''«^^''^ 
States,  and  or  the  safe  keeping  of  priwBi  ^"  ^'^^ 
dred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  P*^"*^'^  S^^v^' il 
late  and  present  Governments,  one  thouswd  wee  w^ 

dred  and  fif  y  dollars.  .. 

For  .he  support  and  maintenance  of  light  bowesw 

ing  lights,  beacons,  buoys,  and  siakeages,  mchidif  J 
purchase  of  oil,  keeper's  saUries,  ^V^'^^'Tjl 
ments,  and  contingent  expcnsei,  two  hundred  and  lit. 
otie  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  registers  and  receirers  of  l»^  ^' 
ces  where  there  are  no  sales,  two  thousand  doMiR 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  in  additwn  lo  m- 
expended  balance  of  former  appropriations,  seren^ 
sand  dollars.         .  ^   :, 

For  completing  the  survey  of  the  Chodaf  »»". 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  sixty  five  tboi»J»d  "'f 
dred  dollars.  .   ^-^  jUfct 

For  surveys   uf  private   land  clanww '""^   " 
thousand  dollars.  .^»  ^ 

For  the  salariea  of  the  District  Attorney,  ^^^^ 
Assistant  Council,  and  contingent  cspeM« '" 
five  thousand  dollars.  ..   ^};,^ 

For  the  salaries  of  two  keepers  of  the  ^^^ 
in  Florida,  one  thousand  dollars.  v.'tHtfut<: 

For  the  discharge  of  such  tniscellaneoiBCW"^.^ 
the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided  W»     ^ 
ascertnined  and  admitted  in  due  couffe  olsen«r» 
the  Treasury,  twelve  thousand  dollar*       *po«iiii»* 

For  Stationary  and  books  for  the  offices  ot  tw 
ers  of  Loans,  twelve  hundred  dollars.       *  ,,-0ctffr 

For  the  fitUi  payment  to  Luigi  Pen''»-  ^5! 
sal  statues  for  the  Capitol,  four  ^®"*"°  „  ^  su!«* 

For  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  of  the  uw  ^^^ 
Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Rus»»i  jg^adi^ 
forty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ^J'^Ln^\!i  u* 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  l^P 
same  places,  n^ne  thousand  dollars.  ^^  p* 

For  the  salaries  of  the  charges  des  ""r;,^jft|Ji- 
gal,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland,  Turkey.  »^*j  4^.- 
zil,  Buenos  A) res,  Chili,  Peru,  Mexico.  <^"^  ,^pi 
ca,  Naple%,  and  Colombia,  sixty  thousand «" 

and  twenty -five  dollars.  unii*  "^  ^^* 

For  salary   of  the  dragoman  to  the  ^J^.^j.^ff.i 
United  States  to  Turkey,  and  for  <^^"*l"f  !L ' 
that  legation,  six  thousand  five  hundit<l  ow* 


APPENDIX— To  Gale$  Sf  &aton'$  Regitter. 


Laws  of  the  United  States. 


[22d  CoNe.  2d  Ssas. 


For  outfits  of  the  charge  des  afFaires  of  the  United 
States  to  Great  Brilain,  Ceniral  America,  and  Colombiaa 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for  cUims  at  London  and 
Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Mediterrane- 
an Powers,  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  relief  aud  protection  o(  American  Seamen  in 
foreign  countries,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

To  satisfy  a  claim  presented  by  his  Majesty,  tlie  King 
of  Sweden,  on  account  of  injuries  sustained  by  subjects 
of  the  said  Govemment  in  the  island  of  St.  Bartholomews 
by  an  illegal  act  of  the  commanding  officer  of  tlie  United 
States'  sloop  of  war  Erie,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty  six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

To  Wa.«hington  Irving,  late  Secretary  of  Legation  at 
London,  for  an  arrearage  on  account  of  his  services  as 
Charge  d'  Affairs,  and  for  one  quarter's  salary,  the  allow- 
ance for  his  rtrturn  to  the  United   States,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  three  dollars  and  c  ighty-five  cents. 
To  George  W.  Slacum,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
;    Buenos  Ayres,  on  account  of  diplomatic  services  at  that 
place,  from  the  death  of  John  M.  Forbes,  till  the  &:  rival 
of  Francis  Baylies,  Charge  d'  AfTairs  of  the  United  States, 
'   from  tiie  fourteenth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
'    and  thirty-one,  to  the  fifth  of  June  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  dollari. 

To  John  Randolph  Clay,  Secretary  of  Legation  at  St. 
Petersburg,  as  an  outfit,  and  on  account  of  his  services 
as  Charge  d'  Affairs  one  year,  seven  months  and  six  days, 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

To  Cyrenius  Hall,  n  resident  of  Upper  Canada, the  sum 
of  five  thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  (being  the  value 
of  a  schooner,  tlte  property  of  the  said  Hall,  seized  and 
libelled  by  the  Collector  of  the  port  of  Venice, in  Sandus- 
ky bay,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  .  seventeen, 
which  was  ordered  by  a  decree  of  the  district  court  of 
Oiiio  to  be  rebtored,  but  which,  previously  to  said  decree, 
had  been  lost,)  with  interest  on  the  said  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand three  hundred  dollars  from  the  tenth  day  of  Augubt, 
ill  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,till  the  eighth 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty -one;  and 
with  further  interest  on  the  said  sum  from  the  twenVy- 
ei^^lith  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -one, 
till  paid. 

I'o  the  clerk  employed  in  the  Department  of  State  as  a 
translator  of  foreign  languages,  in  addition  to  the  salary 
now  provided  by  law,  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

'Fo  (he  clerk  employed  in  the  Department  of  State  as 
Agent  of  AccountSyin  addition  to  the  salary  now  provided 
by  law,  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

To  indemnify  Captain  Daniel  Turner,  of  the  United 
States' Navy,  for  the  expense  of  conveying  the  Nether- 
land**'  Minister,  and  his  Suite,  from  New  York  to  Cura- 
co'j,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  eleven 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  seventy -eight  cents. 

To  indemnify  Captain  George  Washington  Storer,  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  for  the  expenses  of  accommodat- 
ing' Commodore  David  Porter,  Charge  d'  AfTaires  of  the 
United  States  at  Constantinople,  on  board  of  the  United 
States  ship  Boston;  and  for  the  expenses  of  conveying 
Ci'»or£re  Porter,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tangters, 
f  I'onn  Port  Mahon  to  Tangiers;  and  of  conveying  Lieut. 
Kbenezer  Kidgway,Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tripoli, 
and  lits  family,  from  Port  Mahon  to  Tripoli,  in  all  five 
litindred  dollars. 
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To  Michael  Hogan,  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in  full,  fbr^- 
plomat  jc  services  rendered  the  United  States  in  Cbi]i,from 
the  eighteenth  day  of  September, one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty  one,  to  twenty-sixth  of  March,one  thou- 
sand eight  huAdred  and  twenty  fou^and  fi'om  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  to  second  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-one. 

To  George  F.  Brown,  Consular  Agent  at  Algiers,  three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars,  for  his  ser- 
vices to  the  twentieth  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three. 

For  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  Congress,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  of  preparing  and  piinting  the  documents 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  under  the  same  restrictions  and  reservations  as 
were  contained  in  the  appropriation  for  the  same  object 
at  tlie  last  session. 

For  the  payment  to  Jonathan  Elliott,  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  copies  of  the  Debates  on  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, purchased  by  order  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives United  States,  by  their  resolution  of  eighteenth  Fe- 
bruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  two  thousand  copies  of  Cobb's  Manual,  purchased 
by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  twenty-fifth  of  February  last,  one  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  the  erection  of  a  custom  house  at  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dolkirs. 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  assistant  Librarians,  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  library,  and  pay  of  messenger, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dolkmi. 

For  alteration  and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  ground  occupied  by  the  custom 
house  at  Key  West,  four  thousand  dollars. 

J^or  defraying  the  expenses  of  repairing  {a  building  at 
Sandy  Hook  belonging  to  the  United  States,  three  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  dollars,  thirty-one  cents. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  building  for  the  custom  house  at 
Castine,  Maine,  and  repairing  the  same,  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of  a  custom  house  at  New  York,  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  recorder,  two  commissioners, 
and  translator,  fbr  the  adjustment  of  private  land  claims 
in  Missouri,  according  to  the  act  of  ninth  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  und  thirty-two,  eight  thousand  and 
fifty-five  dollars,  seventy  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  and  office  rent,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  bringing  to  the  Seat  of  Government 
the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President,  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  to  officers  of  the  old  direct 
tax  and  internal  revenue,  being  the  balance  of  an  appro- 
priation carried  to  the  suplus  fund,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars  twenty.three  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  relief 
or  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  fifteen  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  removing  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river,  being 
part  of  the  balance  of  an  appropriation  carried  to  the  sur* 
plus  fund,  forty-three  dollars  six  cents. 

For  preserving  and  enclosing  the  marine  hospital  at  Nor- 
folk, two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  hospital  furniture,  beds  and  bedding,  of  the  new 
hospital,  one  thousand  dollars. 
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For  paying  certain  inhabittnti  of  the  late  prorince  of 
Wc«t  Florida,  now  citizena  of  Louiaiana  and  Mississippi, 
the  claims  that  have  been  passed  by  the  accoiinting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  Department,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  forty-five  cents,  be- 
ing the  balance  of  a  former  appropriation,  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund,  which  is  hereby  re-appropriate<l . 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  efieci  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  horses  and  arms  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  against  the  In- 
dians on  the  frontiers  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  Territory, 
passed  this  session,  there  be  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
the  sums  which  may  be  allowed  according  to  that  act 

To  Milliard  Gray  and  Company,  being  a  balance  of  a 
sum  due  them  on  their  contract  for  printing  a  manual  of 
infantry  tactics,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  fifty- 
nine  cents,  to  be  paid  out  of  a  sum  formerly  appropri- 
ated, a  portion  of  which  has  been  passed  to  the  surplus 
fund. 

For  refunding  and  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  which 
may  have  been  collected  on  the  vessels  of  Spain,  France, 
or  Portugal,  subsequent  to  the  abolition  of  such  duties 
by  either  uf  those  nations  on  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  expense  of  an  Agent  to  Havana 
to  procure  the  archives  of  Florida,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  completing  the  custom  house  at  New  London, 
Connecticut,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  lands  in  Illinois  to  which  the  Indian 
title  has  been  extinguished  by  the  late  treaty  with  the 
Potawatamies,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  oft  site,  and  the  erection  of  a  public 
warehouse  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  salaries  of  Registers  and  Receivers  of  the  Land 
Offices  established  in  the  late  Choctaw  purchase,  Missis- 
sippi, and  for  furnishing  the  offices  with  the  necessary 
books  and  stationary,  three  thousand  dtillars. 

For  Thomas  Douglass,  Attorney  of  East  Floridu,  for 
professional  services,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  erection  of  a  custom 
house  in  Newburyport,  in  the  State  of  Massachuscttsi,  fif- 
teen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  printing  the  records  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  du liars ;  and  for  the  same  accounts  at  the  term 
in  dne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirly-ihrtre,  the  like 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  recently  purchased  from 
the  Indians  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  twenty^five  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  »And  be  it  fwther  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  treasury  be  authorized  to  loan  on  interest  the  in. 
stalments  under  the  treaty  uf  indemnity  concluded  at  I'a- 
ris  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred  and  thirty-one,  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  upon  a 
pledge  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
subject  nevertheless  to  be  repaid  to  the  public  treasury 
whenever  the  conimissioners  appointed  under  the  said 
treaty  shall  by  their  award  direct  to  whom  the  said  fund, 
with  the  accumulated  interest,  shall  be  distributed. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treastiry  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pay 
to  the  Col  Let  ors.  Naval  Officers,  Surveyors,  Guagers, 
Weighers  and  Measurers,  ofthe  several  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  "other- 
wisc  appropriated,  such  sums  as  will  give  to  the  said  offi- 
cers respectively  ttie  same  compensation  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  according  to 


the  importations  of  tliat  year,  u  they  «(nlii  \mt  been 
entitled  to  receive,  if  the  act  of  the  fourtccGdi  Jo/r,  m 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-tsro,  badosi^e  into 
effect. 

Sec.  4.  Jbid  he  U  further  enaded,  Thit  Ik  ferther 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  be  appropnited(Nli«f  tny 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  tppropntedtsor. 
ry  lAto  effect  the  provisions  of  theltte  Chickiavtinty. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enoded,  That  the  tine  l«i 
ed  for  making  observations  snd  rettirns  Ibereof,  s^k 
the  act  of  fourteenth  July,  one  thossand eight bdndmi 
and  thirty-two,  to  «*  provide  for  the  taking;  of  certain  »• 
servations  preparatory  to  the  adjmtmeflt «  the  nortlKn 
boundary  line  ofthe  State  of  Ohio,"  bf.tndtheaaiii} 
hereby,  extended  until  the  thirty-finidayofDeMlKf, 
one  thousand  erght  hundred  and  thirty-five;  and  tid! 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  llie  pwiw^  " 
the  act  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  nxth«MaQ'l(»KlMi-«iml 
and  ten  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  purchuerfiMS* 
ments;  and  the  ftirther  sum  of  seven  tltousaiul  iinhv 
dred  dollars,  for  the  ex|>enscs  of  taking  wdiobscwtaii 

Sec.  6.  Jnd  be  a  further  enaUedt  n%i»fn9A^J^ 
twenty-^ venth  section  of  the  act  apprwd  ifenl  jI 
March,  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred  and  tveBi;-lrr>  ^ 
restricts  the  franking  privilege  of  VLtvAtmti Cthftn 
to  the  period  of  sixty  days  before  and»ftff«*«^> 
shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  »po^7**r 
be  lawful  for  the  said  privHegi  tobeeifloirt»^«f 
Member  of  Congress  from  tl»c  period  oisiw*^** 
fore  he  takes  his  seal  in  Congreis  uirtiltheowMa 
the  next  Congress,  and  that  said  privilege  s^w  °^  |; 
tended  to  all  memt>ers  of  the  present  CongrfB  m^ 
.next  session. 

Approved:  March  2,  1853. 

AN  ACT  to  modify  tlus  act  of  tbefourtecnihofi«jy.'« 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-tvo,  »«i  >» «  * 

acts  imposme  duties  on  imports.  .  a -,«.«' 

Be  it  enacted^  he.  That,  from  and  ifer  the  thirt^^ 

day  of  December,  f>ne  thousimd  eight  baBdf«l»'«''_/^ 

three,  in  all  caa.-s  where  duties  »re  '•'"P**^' *n, 

imports  by  the    act  of  the  fourteenth  day  cNU'.^^ 

thousand  eight  liunrlred  and  thirty4»fl.entriw  • 

to  alter  and  a  n«nd  the  several  »c**  ""P^f  ^"„.f  per 

imports,"  or  by  any  cither  act,  ^^^^^^Jj^^n. 

thereof,  on€terthpirt«»    . 
.led;  from  and. fterikt^J^y*;^^- 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred ii»^«  -  ^^ 


centum  on  the  value  thereof,  o"***"'V  m>itftru»' 
cess  shall  l>e  deducted;  from  and  afteritewmj— ^  ■ 


another  tenth  part  thereof  sluli  t>«^"'*^lfLn(i^  - 
af^er  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  ww^^^v 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  another  lcnlh|*^"'f«^,. 
be  deducted?  from  and  alter  the  l»"riy°rkt<''r  ^,y 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty «'"  J,.  ^;,. 
tenth  part  thereof  shall  be  deducted;  *'"^  , -iihr 
the  thirty-first  day  of  Decern  icr,  one  thou»nfljr,^ 

hretl  nnd  forty-one,    one-haif  of  the  /^jj"^  ^  ij,;r..r 
cess  shall  be  deducted;  and  from  aod  aljeri    •  ^^ 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eig lit  hundred  anu  ■  . 
the  other  half  thereof  i»hall  be  deducted.  ^  . 

Sec.  2.  Jiiid  be  it  further  cMded,  Thitf*^"^;;,  - 
second  section  of  the  act  of  the  fy"rteentfi  «  ^  ^ 
sidd,  as  fixes  the  rate  of  duly  on  «»  ^^^,^.j 
fulled  cloth,  known  by  the  namt-s  of  piwn««  |^j, 
kendal  cottons,  of  which  wool  g  is  the  o"'?  ,,•.' 
the  value  whereof  does  not  exceed  )"''^y'"j,,iiy,i»J 
square  yard,  at  five  per  centum  ad  *'"'*'"*"?j  j^icfe'S' ' 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed.  And  the  ^'  ^jj^  ►•  a 
be  subject  to  the  same  duty  of  fifty  P^^  Julo-^J'" 
provided  by  the  said  second  section  f^"  ,"  ^3*"^ 
tures  of  wool;  which  duly  shall  be  lablc to"*  .^^n 
ductions  as  arc  prescribed  by  the  fir«t  ^ctw"    J^,^; 

Sec.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enaded,  '»>»';  "''^J 
teenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  ci'''»i 
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forty-two,  the  duties  imposed  by  existing  laws,  as  moJifi- 
eiJ  by  lhi&  act,  shall  remain  and  continue  to  be  collected. 
And  from  and  after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  :tll  duties  upon 
imports  shall  be  colIect'*d  in  ready  money;  and  all  credits 
nov  allowed  by  law,  inthe^ayment  of  duties,  shall  be, 
and  hereby  are  abolished;  and  such  duties  shall  be  laid 
tor  the  purpoiie  of  raising*  such  revenue  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  an  economical  administration  of  the  Guvernmcn* ; 
and  from  and  after  the  day  last  aforesaid,  the  duties  re- 
quired to  be  paid  by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize, siudl  be  assessed  upon  the  value  thereof  at  the  port 
where  the  same  shall  be  entered,  under  such  regulations 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  Jirui  be  it  further  enaeiedt  That,  in  addition  to 
the  articles  now  exempt  by  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and 
the  existing  laws,  from  the  payment  of  duties,  the  toUow- 
ing  articles  imported  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- three, 
and  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  furiy-two,  shall  also  (be)  admitted  to  entry, 
free  from  duty,  to  wit:  bleached  and  unbleacheh  linens, 
tuble  linen,  linen  napkins,  and  linen  cambrics,  and  worst- 
ed stuff  goods,  shawls,  and  other  manufactures  of  silk  and 
worsted, manu&ctures  of  silk,or  of  which  silk  shall  be  the 
component  material  of  chief  value,' coming  from  this  side 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  except  sewing  8ilk« 

Sec.  5.  JStnd  be  it  further  enaded^  That  from  and  alter 
the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-two,  the  following  articles  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  entry,  free  from  duty,  to  wit:  indigo,  quicksilver, 
sulphur,  crude  salt  petre,  grind  stones,  refined  borax, 
emory,  opium,  tin  in  plates  and  sheets,  gum  Arabic,  gum 
Seuegal,  lac  dye,  madder,  madder  root,  nuts  and  berries 
used  in  dying,  saffron,  tumeric,  woad  or  pastel,  aloes, 
ambergris.  Burgundy  pitcti,  cochineal,  camomile  flowers, 
coriander  seed,  catsup,  chalk,  coculus  indicus,  horn 
plates  for  lanterns,  ox  horns,  other  horns  and  lips,  India 
rubber,  manufactured  ivory,  juniper  berries,  musk,  nuts 
of  all  kinds,  oil  of  juniper,  unmanufactured  rattans  and 
reeds,  tortoise  shell,  tin  foil,  shellac,  vegetables  used 
principally  in  dying  and  composing  dyes,  weld,  and  nil 
other  articles  employed  chiefly  for  dying,  except  alum, 
copperas,  bichromate  of  potash,  prussiate  of  potash,  chro- 
mate  of  potash,  and  nitrate  of  lead,  aqua  fortis,  and  tar- 
taric acids.  And  all  imports  on  which  the  first  section  of 
this  act  may  operate,  and  all  articles  now  admitted  to  en- 
try free  from  duty,or  paying  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  twenty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  before  the  said  thirteenth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  from 
and  af^er  that  day  may  be  admitted  to  entry,  subject  to 
such  duty,  not  exceeding  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
as  ihall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

Sec.  6.  And  beit  further  enacted^  That  so  much  of  the 
act  of  the  fburteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  han- 
ded uiid  thirty-two,  or  of  any  other  act  as  is  inconsistent 
with  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  : 
Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued OS  to  |»revent  the  posMge,  prior  or  subsequent  to 
the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two,  of  any  act  or  acts,  from  time  to  time,  that 
may  be  necessary  to  detect,  prevent,  or  punish  evasions  of 
the  duties  on  imports  imposed  by  law,  nor  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  any  act  prior  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  June^  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  in  the  oontmgency 
either  of  excess  or  deficiency  of  revenue,  altering  the 
rates  of  duties  on  articles  which  by  the  aforesaid  act  of 
fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eirht  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  are  subject  to  a  less  rate  of  duty  than  twenty 
per  centum,  ad  valorem,  in  such  manner  as  not  to  exceed 
that  rate,  and  so  as  to  adjust  the  revenue  to  either  of  the 
said  contingencies* 

Approved  :  March  2,  1833. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  . 

thirty-three. 

Be  it  enacted,  he.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  appropriated  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
Indian  Department  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three,  viz: 

For  the  salary  of  the  commissioner  of  Indian  aflfairs, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendant  of  Indian  affairs  at 
St.  Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  agents,  as  established  by 
law,  twenty*8ix  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  sub  agents,  as  established  by  law,  se- 
venteen thousand  dollars- 

For  presents  to  Indians,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  fif\een  thousand 
dollars. 

For  pay  of  Indian  Interpreters  and  transla'ors  employ* 
ed  in  the  several  superintendencies  and  agencies,  twen« 
ty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  gunsmiths,  and  blacksmiths  and  their 
assistants,  employed  within  the  several  superintenden- 
cies and  agencies,  under  treaty  provisions,  and  the  orders^ 
of  the  War  Department,  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  iron,  steel,  coal,  and  other  expenses  attending  the 
gunsmiths'  and  blacksmiths'  shops,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  expenses  of  transportation  and  distribution  of  In- 
dian annuities,  nine  tlrousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  provisions  for  Indians  at  the  distribu- 
tion of  annuities,  while  on  a  visit  of  business  with  the  dif- 
ferent superintendents  and  agents,  and  when  assembled 
on  public  business,  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Foje  expenses  of  building  houses  for  Indian  agents, 
blacksmiths'  shops,  &nd  fur  repairs  of  the  same,  when  re- 
quired in  the  several  agencies,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  Indian  Deportment,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  supplying  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for 
the  compensation  of  Commissioners,  and  other  expenses 
attending  the  adjustment  of  boundaries  under  the  Treaty 
of  Butte  des  Moris,  contained  in  the  act  of  twentieth 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  making  ap- 
propriations to  carry  into  effect  the  sud  treaty,  five  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  dollars  and  sixty  two  cents. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted ^  That  the  following 
sums  being  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropria- 
tions, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,re-appropriated  to  the 
several  objects  of  the  original  appropriation,  respectively, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  viz:  for  the  exchange  of  land  with  the  In- 
dians,  and  for  their  removal  west  of  the  Mississippi,  by 
act  of  twenty  eighth  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty,  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  six  cento. 

For  definiying  the  expenses  of  on  expedition  fitted  out^ 
consisting  of  the  Militia  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  for  the 
suppression  of  aggressions  of  the  ludiono  on  their  fron- 
tiers, three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine  doW 
lors  and  eiglity-six  cents. 

For  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the  Winnebi- 
goes,  by  act  of  twenty-fiflh  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty,  the  following  sums,  viz: 

For  payment  of  claims  provided  for  by  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle, one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and  oeventy-two 
cents. 

For  expense  of  ourveying  the  boundaries,  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars  and  forty-six  cento. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  twenty-ninth  Ju- 
ly, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  with 
the  Chi ppe ways,  Ottowoys,  and  Pottawatamies,  bv  act 
of  twenty-fifth  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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thirty,  for  the  expense  of  surveying  the  boundaries,  six 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

For  carrying  into  eflfecta  treaty  with  the  Choclaw  In- 
dians, of  eleventh  October,  one  tlionsand  eight  hunilred 
and  twenty,  by  act  of  second  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  the  balance  re-apprupriaied 
thirtieth  April,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  thirty, 
sixteen  thousand  and  tliree  dollars  and  forty-three  centit. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  hohling  a  treaty  with 
the  Cherokees  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their 
claim  to  as  much  land  as  will  be  necessary  for  a  canal  to 
connect  the  Uighwassee  and  Canasaga  with  each  other, 
by  act  of  second  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  8even,the  balances  re-appropriated  thirtieth  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fiity-nine  dollars  and  nineteen  cen<s. 

Approved,  March  2,  1833. 


AN  ACT  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties 

on  imports. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  whenever,  by  reason  of  un- 
lawful obstructionsi  combinations,  or  assemblages  of  per- 
sons, it  shall  become  impracticable,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  President,  to  execute  the  revenue  laws,  and  collect 
the  duties  on  imports  in  the  ordinary  way,  \\\  any  coUec 
tion  district,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President 
to  direct  that  the  custom-house  for  such  district  be  es- 
tablished and  kept  in  any  secure  place  within  some  port 
or  harbor  of  such  district,  either  upon  land  or  on  board 
any  vessel ;  and,  in  tl)at  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  collector  to  reside  at  such  place,  and  there  to 
detain  all  vessels  and  cargoes  arriving  within  the  said 
district  un'il  the  duties  imposed  on  said  cargoes,  by  law, 
be  paid  in  cash,  deducting  interest  according  to  existing 
laws  ;  and  in  such  cases  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  take  the 
vessel  or  cargo  from  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer  of 
the  customs^  unless  by  process  from  some  Court  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  in  case  of  any  attempt  otherwise  to 
take  such  vessel  or  cargo  by  any  force,  or  combination, 
or  assemblage  of  persons  too  great  to  be  overcome  by 
tlM  officers  of  the  customs,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  such  person  or 
persons  as  he  shall  have  empowered  for  that  purpose,  to 
employ  such  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  militia  oi 
the  United  States  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  removal  of  such  vessel  or  car> 
^,  and  pro'ieciing  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  retain- 
ing the  custody  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  Jindbe  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  the  jurisilic- 
tion  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  cases,  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under  the  re- 
venue laws  of  the  United  States',  for  which  other  provi- 
sions arc  not  already  made  by  law;  and  if  any  person  shall 
receive  any  injury  to  his  person  or  property  for  or  on 
Account  of  any  act  by  him  done,  under  any  law  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  or  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports,  he  siiull  be  entitled  to 
maintain  suit  for  damage  therefor  in  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  in  the  district  wherein  the  party  doing 
the  injury  may  reside,  or  shaU  be  found.  And  all  pro- 
perty taken  or  detained  by  any  officer  or  other  person 
ujider  authurity  of  any  revenue  law  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  irrepleviable,  and  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the 
custody  of  the  Uw,  and  subject  only  to  the  orders  and 
decrees  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  having  juiis- 
diction  thereof.  And  if  any  person  shall  dispossess  or 
rescue,  or  attempt  to  diiipossess  or  rescue,  any  property 
so  taken  or  detained  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  aid  or  assist 
therein,  such  person  shall.be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and  shall  be  liable  to  such  punishment  as  is  pro- 
vided by  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
approved  the  lliirlieth  day  of  April,  anno  Domini  one 


tliouMind  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  for  liie  rijfui  o{»- 
stmction  or  resistance  ut'oflicereiii  the  senicedfpruces. 
Sec.  3.  j3nd  be  it  further  cnoc/ed,  That  mt.,  case 
where  suit  or  prosecution  shall  be  commenced iauouit 
of  any  State  sgainst  any  ofncer  of  tiie  United  Su'o,  or 
other  person,  fur  or  on  account  o(  anyacidoiie&rtiiue 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  nrunderculbiileKcf, 
or  fur  or  on  account  of  any  right.  aulbori(^,  or  ink^i 
up  or  claimed  by  such  officer,  ur  other  penoti,  uttdir u;^ 
such  law  of  the  United  States,  iLshallbehwfulitfU^ 
defendant  in   such  suit,  or  prosecution,  at  any  liiub^ 
fure  trial,  upon  a  petition  to  the  circuit  ctnirio!  the Lrkt- 
ed  States,  in  and  for  Uie  dis'.rict  in  whicti  ll»ctlcb-.>. 
shall  have   been  served  with  process,  scltitig  lorib  se 
nature  uf  said  suit  or  prosecution, and  verifying ibcsi^i 
petition  by  affidavit,  logc  her  withactrlificale»ijfii]b» 
an  attorney  or  counsellor  at  law  ot  some  cuunotnafJ 
of  the  State    in  which  such  sat  shall  hire  Ikcb  coiir 
menced,  orof  the  United  States,  setting  fuRb  iH » 
counsel  for  the  petitioner,  he  has  euimntd  ll«  pweeo- 
ings  agaiust  him,  and  has  careiuily  inquired  ioioiilDe 
matters  set  forth  in  the  petition,  ami  thai  hcbebcwm 
same  to  be  true  ;  which  petition,  affiilatit,iiMl«rtiKii«. 
shall  bfe  presented  to  the  said  circuit  court,  if  ii  w»* 
and  if  not,  to  the  clerk  thereof,  at  hisoftcf,*'*^ 
be  filed  in  said  office,  and  the  cause  shaU  tkcffif^  ^ 
entered  on  the  docket  of  said  court,  «wl«'»^'*f 'f* 
ter  proceeded-  in  as  a  cause  originally  c(j««s«e4's«B 
court  i  and  it  ahull  be  the  duty  of  thedcrkrtadw^ 
if  the  suit  were   commenced  in  the  court  l«l««>«»'^«' 
mons,  to  issue  a  writ  of  certiorari  to  the  St>ie  cur^i- 
quiring  said  court  to  send  to  tlje  said  circuit  cwniiK^ 
cord  and  proceedings  in  said  cause;  orif  ««««* 
menced  by  capias,  he  shall  issue  a  writ  of  hiboj  ccp 
cum  causa,  a  duplicate  of  which  said  wnt  sbiil  be^ 
vered  to  the  clerk  of  the  State  court,  oriatiU'  ci^ 
by  the  marshal  of  the  district,  or  hi8depu«y,or»«p 
son  duly  authoriaed  thereto ;  ««*.  ^^^^^^f^P!*'/ T,™ 
the  duty  of  the  said  State  court  to  slay  all  hutoff? 
ceedings  in  sucn  cau^e,  and  the  said  *^'^"f"*;!;^i 
upon  delivery  of  such   process,  of  1«""5  "''^J^the 
aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  awl  taken  lobe  fflottfl  >»  ^^ 
said  circuit  court,  and   «"/ *^rtlicr  proceedwps     ^^ . 
judgment  therein  in  the  State  court  s^i*'''^*?:-,^ 
•      • '       And  if  the  defendant  in  anr«P«^«'^"' 


and  void.       rknu  ii   ihc  uen:im»»*  im—v  —     .  ,.  ^^^ 

tual  custody  on  mesne  process  ^'•**"'*r\Lwac* 
duty  o-  the  marshal,  by  virtue  of  t^ej^^^^^^ 
.  pus  cum  causa,  to  take  the  body  ot  ttie  "«"^"  .  ,  ^ 
custody,  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  said  cauie  ^  ^^^ 
the  rules  of  law  and  the  ortlcr  ot  ^be  circuit ci«j^^ 
any  judge  thereof,  in  vacation.  AntlalUtt*^  ^,^^ 
and  all  bail  and  other  security  given  "P'f^^defrt^ 
prosecution,  shall  be  and  continue  m  like  fo^^^^ 
as  if  the  same  suit  or  prosecution,  had  P'""j^^  j^epti 
judgment  and  execution  in  the  Slate  court.  .  ^^  ^ 
the  removal  of  any  such  suit,  or  prwccot«on.|^  ^_^^ 
made  to  appear  to  the  said  circuit  coart  tto^^^  ^^, 
the  record  and  proceedings  therein,  '"j  J^iieut^' 
can  be  obuincd,  it  shall  be  lawful  tor»»dc«"  ^^, 
allow  and  require  the  plaintiff  to  P>^'«r  f  To^? 

actions  aripnaily  bfw?'     . 


file  a  delaravion  of  his  cause  of  sctioii,»n[l  O*  P« 
thereupon  proceed  as  in  actions  ""P"*^  ^t?  ^  yjof' 
circuit  court  I  and  on  failure  of  so  P"*"'*  pj^.|»' 
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of  non  pros,  may  be  rendered  against  tbc  p 
costs  for  the  defendant.  n^t-n  jj^^ 

Sec.  4.  And  beU  further  enacted,  ^"*^^5^,,i:c^ 
in  which  any  party  is,  or  may  be  by  !»*»  *  .^'^jis- 
pies  of  the  record  and  proceedings  in  an)  *"^^j  ji 
cutioii  in  any  Stute  court,  to  be  used  many  ^ .^^ 
United  Slates,  if  the  clerk  of  said  State  court  j^.,^ 
demand,  and  the  payment  or  tender  ol  'jg^f 
refuse  or  neglect  to  deliver  to  such  party  c«  ^^^  ^i, 
of  such  record  and  procec  dings,  the  court 
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States  in  which  such  record  and  proceedings  may  be 
needed,  on  proof,  by  affidavit,  that  tiie  clerk  of  such 
State  Court  has  refused  or  neglected  to  deliver  copies 
thereof;  on  demand  as  aforesaid,  may  direct  and  allow 
such  record  to  be  suppHed  by  affidavit,  or  otherwiae,  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  require  and  allow  ;. 
and,  thereupon,  such  proceeding,  trial,  aod  judgment, 
mny  be  had  in  the  said  court  of  the  United  States,  and 
all  such  processes  awarded,  as  if  certified  copies  of  such 
records  and  proceedings  had  been  regularly  before  the 
said  court. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whcneTCrthe 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  officially  inform- 
ed, by  the  authorities  of  any  State,  or  by  a  judge  oflsny 
circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State, 
that,  within  the  limits  of  such  State,  any  law  or  laws  of 
I  the  United  States,  or  the  execution  thereof,   or  of  any 
^  process  from  the' courts  of  the  United  States  is  obstruct- 
ed by  the  employment  of  military  force,  or  by  any  other 
I  unlawful  means, too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  judicial  proceeding, or  by  the  powers  vested  in 
I  the  marshal  by  existing  laws,  it  shall  be  lawful  (br  him, 
t  the  President  of  the  United  States,  forthwith  to  issue  his 
;  proclamation,  declaring  such  fkct  or  information,  and  re- 
qtiiring  all  stich  military  and  other  force  forthwith  to  dis- 
b  perse  ;  and  if  at  any  time  after  issuing  such  proclamation, 
any  such  opposition  or  obstruction  shall  be  made,  in  the 
/manner  or  by  the  means  aforesaid,  the  President  shall  be, 
^  and  hereby  is,    authorized,   promptly  to  employ  such 
^  means  to  suppress  the  same,  and  to  cause  the  said  laws 
or  process  to  be  duly  executed,  as  are  authorized  and 
I  provided  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned  by  the  act  of 
^  the   twenty-eighth    of  February,   one    thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-five,   entitled  *<  An  act  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
]  Union,  suppress  insurrecions,  repel  invasions,  and  to  re- 
peal the  act  now  in  force  for  that  purpose;"  and  also,  by 
the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred  and  seven,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  the  em 
ployment  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  UnitedStates 
in  cases  of  insurrection." 

Sec.  6^  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  any  State 
where  the  iails  are  not  allowed  to  be  used  for  the  impri- 
sonmcn'  of  persons  arrested  or  committed  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  where  houses  are  not  allow- 
ed to  be  so  used,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  mar- 
shal, under  the  direction  of  the  judge  of  the  United 
!  States  for  the  proper  district,  to  ase  other  convenient 
places,  within  the  limits  pf  said  State,  and  to  make  such 
other  provision  as  he  may  deem  expedient  and  necessary 
for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  either  of  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  a  judge^of  any  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  authority 
already  conferred  by  law,  shall  have  power  to  grant 
writs  of  habeas  corpHt  in  all  caies  of  a  prisoner  or  pri- 
soners, in  jail  or  confinement,  where  he  or  they  shall  be 
committed  or  confined,  on,  or  by  any  authority  or  law, 
for  any  act  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  in  pursuance  of 
a  law  of  the  United  States,  or  any  order,  process,  or  de- 
cree,* of  any  judge  or  court  thereof,  any  thing  in  any  act 
of  Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  if  any 
person  or  persons  to  whom  such  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
may  be  directed,  shall  refuse  to  obey  the  same,  or  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  make  return,  or  shall  make  a  false 
return  thereto,  in  addition  to  the  remedies  already  given 
by  law,  lie  or  they  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  guil 
ty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  conviction  before  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  be  punished  by  fine,  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment, 
not  excee<ling  six  moiflhs,  or  by  either,  according  to  the 
nature  and  aggravation  of  the  case. 
Sec.  8.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several 


provisions  contained  in  the  first  and  5th  sections  of  this 
act,  shall  be  in  fnrce  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  and  no  longer. 
Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  to  explain  and  amend  the  eighteenth  section  of 
**  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  imports,"  approved  the  fourteenth  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  all  articles  upon  which  the  du* 
ties  were  reduced  by  **  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  approved  the 
fourteenth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  which  may  not  have  been  deposited  und^  the 
provisions  of  the  eighteen  h  section  of  the.  act  aforesaid, 
whether  the  said  articles  were  imported,  or  the  duties 
thereon  were  secured  or  paid,  before  or  af\erthe  passage 
of  said  act,  may,  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  said  act  and  this 
amendment  thereto,  be  deposited,  at  any  time  before  tlie 
firs'  of  April  next,  in  the  custom  house  stores,  or  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  the  following  section,  by  the  im- 
porter, consignee,  or  any  subsequent  purchaser  or  owner; 
and  all  wines  now  in  bond,  or  which  may  be  imported  at 
any  lime  previous  to  he  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  which  may  re- 
main in  the  custody  of  the  customs  on  that  day,  shall  foe 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  and  of  that  to  which  it 
is  an  amendment :  Provided,  That  no  merchandise  im- 
ported in  packages,  bales,  or  caskfi,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  this  act,  or  of  that  to  which  it  is  an  amend- 
ment, unless  they  are  as  originally  imported ;  and  that 
all  articles  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  custonu  under 
this  act  shall  so  remam,  for  inspection  and  examination, 
till  the  fourth  day  of  March  next:  Provided,  alao.  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
extend  the  provisions  thereof  to  any  mrrchandiae  which, 
under  the  existing  laws,  would  not  be  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefits of  drawback. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all  cases 
wlv*re  the  quantity  of  merchandise  entitled  to  the  bene« 
fits  of  the  acts  aforesaid  shall  exceed  ten  packages,  bales, 
or  casks,  or  where  the  article  may  be  in  bulk,  or  oth- 
erwise than  in  packages,  bales,  or  casks,  the  collector 
of  the  district  where  the  same  may  be  is  hereby  authoriz- 
ed to  direct  that  the  said  merchandise  sliall  not  be  re- 
ipoi'ed  from  the  warehouse  of  the  owner,but  that  the  same 
shall  be  there  placed  in  the  custody  of  a  proper  officer 
of  the  customs,  who  shall  examine  the|8ame,  and  keep 
them  under  the  keys  of  the  custrmi  house  till  the  first  of 
April,  as  aforesaid  :  Provided,  The  collector  shall  consi- 
der the  same  a  safe  place  of  deposite,  and  that  applica- 
tion be  made  to  him  for  that  purpose  on  or  before  the 
twenty-fifth  March  next. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  articles  re- 
maining under  the  control  of  the  proper  officer  of  the 
customs,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  on  the 
first  April  next,  and  all  wines  which  shall  remain  in  the 
same  manner  after  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-tour,  shall  be  subject  to  no 
higher  duty  than  would  be  levied  under  the  ac.  afore- 
mentioned, appf^>ved  the  four  eenth  of  July  last :  and  if 
any  higher  duty  shall  have  been  paid,  such  excess  shall 
be  refunded,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  oth- 
erwise appropriated,  to  the  person  placing  the  same  in 
the  custody  of  the  customs;  and  any  outstanding  bund  or 
bonds  which  may  Itavc  been  given  for  duties  on  the  same 
shall  be  cancelled  :  and  if  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of 
duties  levied  by  the  said  act  of  the  fourteenth  July,  shall 
not  have  been  collected,  and  the  bond  or  bonds  given 
sliall  amount  to  more  than  the  duties  imposed  by  said 
act,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  direct  that  a  de- 
benture Certificate  or  certificates,  the  form  of  which  shall 
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be  prescribed  by  him  for  such  excess  of  duty,  shall  be 
issued  to  the  persons  plscingf  the  same  in  the  custody  of 
the  customs,  payable  out  of  the  bond  or  bonds  given  for 
duties  on  the  same,  the  collectors  to  give  the  debtors 
credit  on  their  bonds  for  the  difference  betu'een  the  high 
and  low  duties,  and  to  cancel  the  bonds  on  payment  of 
the  balance. 

Sec .  4.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted \  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  the  amount  of  excess  of  duties, 
as  aforesaid,  to  be  ascertained  and  puid,  or  the  credit 
given  as  the  case  may  be,  as  soon  as  practicable,  after 
the  first  of  April  next;  and  that  he  shall  be  auUiorized  to 
cause  all  articles  under  the  control  of  the  proper  officers 
of  the  customs  to  be  examined;  and  where  the  merchan- 
dise may  have  passed  out  of  the  possession  of  the  import* 
er  or  consignee,  to  require  satisfuctory  evidence  of  the 
transfer  or  transfers  to  identify  the  same;  and  to  make  all 
other  rules  and  regulations  which  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  this  act  into  effect. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  autliorized  and  directed  to  ex- 
tend  relief  to  all  persons  whose  cases  are  provided  for  in 
this  act,  who  may  have  been  deprived  of  the  benefit 
thereof  in  consequence  of  the  collector's  not  having  re- 
ceived his  instructions  in  pursuance  of  it,  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  seventeenth 
section  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  fourteenth  Jay  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  as  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  the  duty  on  pulverized  or  crushed  sugar, 
shall  take  effect  on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  of  the  pre- 
sent year. 

Approved:  March  2,  1SS3.  * 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  ceN 
tain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  following  sunns  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money^  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for 
the  objects  hereinafier  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  :  To  oi\r- 
ry  into  tff^cX  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  with  the  Win- 
nebagoes,  of  the  fifteenth  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  wit : 

For  payment  of  the  annuity  provided  for  by  the  third 
article,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education  provided  for  by  the 
fourth  article,  three  thousand  dollars 

For  support  of  agriculturists,  for  oxen,  and  ploughs, 
and  other  agricultural  implements,  per  fitlh  article,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  removing  blacksmith's  shop,  per  sixtl: 
article,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  rations,  per  seventh  article,  six  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  payment  of  claims  to  certain  individuals,  per  eighth 
article,  one  thousand  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

For  the  purchase  of  tobacco,  and  for  services  of  two 
physicians,  per  fifth  article,  five  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  wiih 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  of  the  twenty-first  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  wit :  For  pay- 
ment of  the  limited  annuity,  provided  for  by  the  third  ar- 
ticle, twenty^  thousand  dollars. 

For  fulfilling  the  stipulations  for  a  blacksmith  and  gun> 
smith,  establishing  a  shop,  and  fdr  purchase  of  tobicco 
and  salt,  per  fourth  article,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  Farnham  and  Davenport's  claim  fi»r 
goods  acknowledged  to  be  due,  per  fifth  article,  forty 
thousand  dollars. 


For  fulfilling  the  stipuUtions  in  regard  to 
per  tenth  article,  seven   thousand  aeven  haadred  and 
twenty-four  dollars. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaiv  with 
the  Sbavanoes  and  Dels  wares,  of  the  sixth  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

For  the  purchase  of  cattle,  ho^  and  other  rtock  fcr 
the  Delawares,  and  for  assistance  in  Bgricuhore,  pet  le- 
cond  article,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  expense  of  a  person  to  attend  tbeir  miU,  aad  fgr 
repairs,  per  same  article,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  suppoit  of  a  school,  per  same  article,  five  hua- 
dred  dollars. 

For  fulfilling  the  stipulations  for  payment  of  certab 
debts,  and  f»r  merchandise  and  cash,  per  third  anicie, 
eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  fulfilling  the  stipulations  to  the  Shmwaaoes  kt 
cash,  clothing*  an<l  horses,  and  towarda  their  expeeacs 
after  removal,  per  fifth  article,  one  thousand  seven  han- 
dred  dotbirs. 

For  cost  of  provinons  for  one  year  aiter  removal,  per 
same  article,  the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  two  baadred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  annuities  to  Patterson,  Tawhee-lalcn,  and  Jia2oes- 
ing,  during  their  natural  lives,  the  sum  of  ooe  baa^ed 
dollars  eacli,  three  hundred  dollars. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  stipulatiosia  of  sfefitaty  with 
the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias,  of  seventh  Odihcx,  «»\hsa. 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -two. 

For  payment  of  the  limited  annuity  per  fifth  aitede, 
three  thousund  dollars. 

For  fidfilling  tlie  stipulations  in  the  sixth  artick«f  and 
treaty,  to  wit :  For  payment  to  the  Peorias  la  coiBJKa 
with  tiM  Kaskaskias,  sixteen  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  Kaskaskias,  for  tost  horses  and  salt  anasities, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

To  the  Peorias,  for  improvements  on  ik&r  land^  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  stock  for  Peorias  and  Kaskask'oa, 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  carts,  oxen,  and  ploughs,  for  same,  three  hundrca 
and  fifty  dollars 

For  building  four  log  houses,  five  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars. 

For  assistance  in  agriculture,  three  baodred  cloRars. 

For  agricultural  implements,  and  for  voa  andstee^ 
fifty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  for  goods  delivered  at  treal^f,  e%^V 
hundred  dollars. 

For  assistance  to  Kaskaskias  in  removing,  and  for  ooe 
year's  provisions,  one  thousand  dollars. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  waS 
the  Appalachicola  tribe,  of  eleventh  October,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty  two. 

For  payment  to  the  Appalachicola  tribe  of  lodiaBS  to 
be  in  full  compensation  for  all  expenses  of  em&gratim  aad 
subsistence,  per  second  article  of  the  treaty,  thxrteeo  thcH' 
sand  dollars. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  wA 
the  Pottawattamies  of  the  Prairie,  of  twentieth  Octc^e?i 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  two^  ra^fied  tsrea- 
ty.first  January,  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  tbirtr- 
three. 

For  payment  of  the  limited  annuity,  per  third  aitick^ 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuities  stipulated  for  ^  ^ 
same  article,  to  wit :  To  Billy  Caldwell,  nx  buncM  ^ 
lars.  To  Alexander  Robinson,  two  hundTOd  dottas*'  To 
Pierre  liCclere,  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  payment  of  claims,  per  schedule  annexed  ^  the 
treaty,  per  fourth  article,  the  sum  of  thirty  thotisaad  seven 
liundred  and  forty-six  dollars. 

For  payment  for  goods  and  hones  purchased  and  de- 
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livered,  per  same  article^  the  sum  of  forty-five  tliouaDd 
dollan. 

For  the  purchase  of  goods  to  be  del'iTered,  thirty  thou- 
nnd  dollars. 

For  payment  to  certain  named  Indians,  for  lost  hoi*ses, 
same  article,  fourteen  hundred  dollars 

To  carry  into  effVct  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  wiih 
the  Kickapoos,  of  twenty-fourth  October,  and  supplement 
of  twenty  sixth  November,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred 
and  thirty 'two. 

For  payment  of  the  annuity  for  one  year,  per  third  ar- 
ticle, eigliteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  mill  and  church,  per  sixth  article,  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  eupport  of  a  blacksmi  h  and  assist unt,  and  for  iron, 
steel  and  toots,  per  fifth  article,  one  thousand  dollars^ 

For  the  support  of  a  school,  and  purcliaite  of  books, 
per  seventh  article,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purciiase  of  farming  utensils,  per  eighth  article, 
three  thousand  doHars. 

For  expense  of  agricultural  labor  and  improvements, 
per  ninth  article,  four  thousand  doUars. 

For  payment  in  merchandise  and  cash,  per  eleventh 
article*,  six  thousand  dollars. 

F(ir  expense  of  transportation  and  subsistence,  and  one 
year's  supply  of  provisions,  per  eleventh  article,  twenty- 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  dolUrs. 

For  expense  of  running  and  marking  boundaries,  per 
twelfth  article,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  a  deputation  to  view  the  lands  ced- 
ed, per  fourteenth  article,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  furnishing  cattle,  hogs,  and  other  stock,,  per  tenth 
article,  four  thousand  dollars. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  with' 
the  Pota^tattamies  of  the  Wabash,  of  twenty-sixth  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eigiit  himdred  and  tltirty-two. 

For  payment  of  the  limited  annuity,  per  third  article, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  paynnent  of  goods  and  horses  purchased  and 
delivered,  per  same  article,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  goods  to  be  delivered,  per  same 
article,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  «>f  claims,  per  schedule  attach  d  to 
the  treat),  perfourtfi  arJcle,  the  Fum  of  sixty-two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

For  fulfilling  the  stipulations  in  the  fifth  article,  to  wit: 
For  riflfs  »nd  ammunition,  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty -four  dollars. 

For  bictiikets,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  transportation  and  subsistence,  thirty- 
three  hoiisand  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  one  year's  supply  of  provisions,  sixty  thousand 
^ight  hunched  and  nine  doll:u*s. 

For  expense  of  ervcting  a  paw  mill,  per  sixth  article, 
two  thoussind  dollars. 

To  carrjr  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Votawattamies  of  Indiana,  of  twenty-seventh  October, 
one  tliou-sand  eijj^ht  hundred  and  tliiriy-iwo. 

For  the  pa>mentof  the  limiied  annui  y,  per  fourth  ar- 
ticle, fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  for  goods  and  horses  purchased  and 
delivered,  per  same  article,  the  sum  of  thirty-two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  ihe  purchus;.'  of  (rmuls  lo  be  delivei^cd,  per  same 
article,  ten  thotisand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  o^  claims,  per  schedule  attached  to 
the  treaty,  per  same  article,  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thou* 
«and  seven  hundred  and  twenly-one  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  section  ofland  granteil  by  the 
treaty  of  Saint  Joseph*s  to  To  pe-naw  koung,  wife  of  Pe. 
ter  Langlois,  |*er  same  article,  the  sum  of  eight  htuulred  ' 
dollars. 


For  the  education  of  Indian  youth  of  the  Potawattamie 
tribes,  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  per  same  article, 
two  thousand  dollara. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treat)-  with 
the  Piankashaws  and  Weas,  of  twenty-ninth  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

For  the  purchase  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  farming  utensils, 
as  an  equivalent  for  salt  annuities,  and  lost  horses,  fur  the 
PiankashawSa  per  third  article,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  agricultural  assistance  and  improve- 
ments, per  same  article,  the  sum.  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  payment  in  merchandise  and  cash,  per  same  arti- 
cle, two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  cattle,  hog^,  and  farming  utensils, 
as  an  equivalent  for  improvements  and  lost  horses,  for 
the  Weas,  per  fourth  article,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  payment  in  merchandise  and  cash,  per  same  article, 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  assistance  to  the  Weas  of  Indiana,  to  enable  them 
to  join  the  rest  of  their  tribe,  and  for  one  yeai-'s  supply 
of  provisions,  per  same  article,  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twelve  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith's  shop,  for  the  bene* 
fit  of  the  Piankashaws,  Weas,  Penrias  and  Kaskaskiat, 
per  fifth  article,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Forcostof  tiansporiing  the  annuities,  agricultural  j-m" 
plements  and  slock,  and  for  other  incidental  expenses  in 
fulfilment  of  the  aforesaid  treaties,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

To  enable  the  President  to  extinguish  Indian  title  with- 
in the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  and  terri*ory  of  Mi- 
chigan, in  addition  to  the  sum  appropriated  ninth  July 
last,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  seventy-one  dollars. 

For  expenses  incurred  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two  a  tending  tlie  adjustment  of  the  boundary 
line  and  other  objects  referred  to  in  the  first,  second,  and 
tliird  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Bute  des  Morts,  ratified' 
tvventy-^third  February,  one  thousand  tight  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  in  addition  lo  the  sum  appropriated  by'  he 
ac:  of  twentieth  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  removal  and  subsistence  of  Creek  Indi- 
ans, as  stipulated  in  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty  four  h  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
iwenty»six,  in  addition  \o  former  appropriations,  to  pay 
claims  allowed,  as  settled  by  the  Secoiul  Auiii  or,  seven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars,  forty-four 
cents. 

For  payment  of  improvements  on  ceded  lands,  as  sli- 
pulated  in  the  eleventh  article  of  said  treaty,  as  settled 
by  the  Second  Audi  or,  in  addition  to  former  appropria- 
tions, nine  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents. 

Fur  payment  ofexpea^es  incurred  for  provisions,  tran&> 
portation,  compensation  to  guards,  and  o  her  expenses, 
attending  the  arrest  of  loway  prisoners  in  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  on  the  charge  of  murder 
commit  ed  bj  them,  and  not  before  provided  for,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  and  twenty*thre?  dollars  and  thirly- 
eigh'  cents. 

Forexpense  of  loca  ing,  surveying  and  bounding  reser- 
vations for  the  Choclaws.  under  the  nineteenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  filleenth  S'^ptember,  one  thousand  eiglit 
hundred  and  thir  y,  no.  otherwise  provided  for,  fifteen 
hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  the  Chickasaw  Agent,  with  a  deputa- 
tion of  Indians,  to  the  scat  of  Govt  rnment,  on  business  re- 
lating to  the  treaty  negotiated  with  them,  one  ihuusund 
six  hundred  and  Hfiy  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  a  delegation  from  the  New  York 
Indians  to  visi>  Green  Bay  during  the  summer  of  one 
thousand  eiglit  hu:ulred  and  thiriy-three,  for  the  purpose 
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of  surveying  and  dividing  their  lands  with  a  ytew  to  fu- 
ture emigration,  the  aum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  removing  the  remaining  Shawa- 
noes,  being  eighty-two  in  number,  from  Ohio,  to  their 
lands  nest,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  twelve  prisoners  of  war  of  the  Sac 
and  Fox  tribes,  now  in  confinement,  and  to  be  held  as 
hostages,  under  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Sacs  and  Foxen,  of  twenty-first  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty -two,  embracing  the  coat  of  pro- 
visions and  clothing,  compensation  to  an  interpreter, 
and  cost  of  removing  them  to  a  place  where  they  may  be 
kept  in  8.Hfety,  without  being  closely  confined,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  exnense  of  appraising  the  improvements  ttban- 
doned  by  the  Chippewas,  under  tlie  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Saginaw,  of  twenty-fourth  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  dollars. 

For  payment  for  two  negroes,  the  property  of  George 
Fields,  illegally  taken  frbm  the  Broom,  a  Cherokee 
Chief,  in  the  fall  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  by  a  white  citizen,  seven  hundred 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  removing  and  subsisting  Choctaws, 
Creeks,  Cherukees,  and  Ohio  Indians,  as  estimated  for 
by  the  Commi&tary  General  of  Subsistence,  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  thous:ind  and  thirteen  dollars.-^ 
And  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  holding  a 
treaty  with  the  Potawattamies,  for  the  extinguishment 
of  their  title   to  the   remainder  of  their  lands  in  Illin- 


ois. 


For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Mennminees  of  the  eighth  Febrtiar)-,  one  thou- 
*sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  fifty-eiglit  thousand 
six  hundred  dollani. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Chickasaws  of  twenty-eighth  October,  one  thou- 
sand eigiit  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  be  refunded  out  of 
the  sales  of  their  lands  as  provided  for  by  said  treaty,  one 
hundred  thottsand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Scnecas  West,  of  twenty-ninth  December  one 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  be  refunded 
out  of  the  sales  of  their  lands  as  provided  for  by  said  trea- 
ty, four  thous'ind  dollars. 

For  payment  to  the  Senecas  for  lost  horses  and  other 
property  as  stipulated  for  by  fourtli  article  of  same  trea- 
ty, one  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stip'.ilations  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Ottawas  of  eighteenth  Febniary,  on*  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirly-three,  forty-seven  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  War  shall  cause  a  valuation  to  be  made  of  the  build- 
ings, improvements  and  other  property,  belonging  to  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  purchase  made  of  the  Choc- 
taw tribe  of  Indians  at  the  treaty  of  the  Dancing- Rabbit 
Creek,  and  af^er  deducting  from  the  estimated  value  the 
amount  heretofore  advanced  by  the  United  States  towards 
the  aforesaid  buildings  and  improvements  shall  cause  the 
residue  to  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  ti>e  said  Board,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri* 
ated. 

Sec.  3.  Jin  d  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by appropriated,  should  the  same  be  found  necessary  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  repressing  the  hostilities  of  the  In- 
dians on  the  Western  frontier  of  the  United  States,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved:  March  2,  1835. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  tbe  Bqproeer  aad 

Ordnance  Departments. 

Be  it  enaetedy  &c.  That  the  following  suns  be,  and  the 
same  «re  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  nMoev  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  namely: 

For  collecting  the  materials,  and  making  tke  prdiaii- 
nary  arrangementSf  for  the  construction  of  a  Isit  oo 
George's  Island,  Boston  harbor,  Maasachotetts,  tve^- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of  a  building  for  military  and  other 
exercises,  at  the  United  States  Milftary  Academy,  West 
Point,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of  a  chapel  at  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  West  Point,  ten  thouaand  dolbn. 

For  the  erection  of  two  new  dwelling  hooaes  at  tiie 
National  Armory  at  Springfield,  Maasachu<setts,  for  tbf 
use  of  the  Master  Armorer  and  Paymaster^  aeven  tiioesafld 
dollars. 

For  building  a  pay  office  and  store  at  Ibe  Mine  Armo- 
ry, for  the  preservation  of  noodels  and  patterm^  tvothok- 
sand  dollars. 

For  building  a  workshop  for  grinding  and  po&faing.  a: 
the  same  Armory,  six  thouaand  dollars. 

For  enkirging  and  repairing  the  ahop,  (or  weHia^xW 
boring  musket  bairels,  at  the  same  Armofy,  fifters  i^-i- 
dred  dollars. 

For  additional  machinery  at  the  aame  AniorT»  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollavs. 

For  one  steam  engine  of  fifteen  horse  power,  iX  >V»t 
same  \rmory,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  thirty.six  double  racks  for  placing  arrs  in  the  new 
arsenal,  at  the  same  Armory,  five  tlioosaod  one  haadred 
dollars. 

For  tlie  erection  of  twelve  additional  dwelling  hc^se* 
for  the  workmen,  at  the  National  Armory  at  Hvpers' 
Ferry,  Virginia,  eight  thmisand  six  hundred  dollars 

For  the  repair  and  extension  of  the  public  dam,  oa  the 
Potomac  river,  from  which  the  supply  of  water  b  obtaa- 
ed  for  the  works  vf  said  Armoiy,  five  thiiosand  dolbis. 

For  the  enlargement  of  the  canal,  supplying  tbe  varer 
power  of  the  public  works  of  tbe  said  Armory,  from  the 
Potomac  dam,thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninen  - 
five  dollars. 

For  repairing  Ahe  walls  of  four  workshops  »t  the  same 
Armory,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  constructing  three  new  water  vheds,aiKl  the  ma- 
chinery in  the  boring,  turning,   and  slockui^  ^ho^  avkd 
sinking  flumes,  at  the  said  Armory,  eight  tbonsand  four 
hundred  dollars. 

For  completing  the  forgihg-shop  tilt-hammer,  and  nev 
workshop,  at  the  same  Armory,  thirteen  thousand  ih:ee 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  one  square  acre  of  land»  wnh  the 
improvements,  adjoining  the  Arsenal  near  Piitsbor|:, 
Pennsylvania,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  forty-five  acres  of  land  adjcsnh^g 
the  Watervliet  Arsenal,  New  York,  nine  thousand  drl- 
lars. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  right  to  tbe  water  power  o' 
the  Shenandoah  river,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Su!t*f 
Rifle  Factory  which  is  established  on  that  river,  fixr 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  the  Spanish  Fort  Marion,  at  St  As- 
guatine,  and  for  re-oonstructing  tbe  sea-wall,  to  preree^ 
the  encroaciiments  of  the  sea,  at  and  near  the 
twenty-thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  for  erecting 
and  barracks  for  the  United  States  troops  at  Ssvii^>^ 
Georgia,  thirty.five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2  And  be  itfurtlur  enacted^  That  the  Sece**ry 
of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  applf  to  tbe 
purchase  of  the  square  acre  of  land  abovemeat«ne6,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  three  thouMmd  Ave  bandred  dcihrs 
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out  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  certain  lots 
of  land  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  which  may  be  disposed  of  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  second  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three. 

Be  it  enacted^  8tc  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  tu  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for 
the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  viz  : 

Fur  pay  of  the  army  and  subsistence  of  officers,  one 
million  three  hundred  and  thirty  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven  dollars. 

For  forage  of  officers,  fifty-four  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  dollars. 

For  clothing  fer  servants  of  officers,  twenty- four  thou* 
sand  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  officers,  in  addi- 
tion to  an  unexpended  balance  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lai^,  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  equipage,  cooking 
utensil8,and  hospital  furniture,  in  additon  to  materials  and 
clothing  on  hand,  amounting  to  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  seyen  hundred  and 
sixty  three  dollars. 

For  medical  and  hospital  department,  thirty-one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  arrearages  in  the  same  department  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  vari««us    expenses  of  the  quarter  master's  depart- 
ment, viz  :  for  fuel»  forage,  straw,   stationary,  blanks,  re- 
pairing officers  quarters,  barracks,  store-houses,  and  hos- 
pitals ;  for  erecting   temporary  cantonments,  and  gun- 
houses;  for  rent  of  quarters,  store  houses,  and  lands;  for 
postage  of  letters  on  public  sefuice,  for  expenses  of 
courts   martial,  including  compensation  of  judge  advo. 
cates,  members  and  witnesses;  for  extra  pay  to  soldiers 
employed  on  extra  labor,  under  the  act  of  Msirch  second, 
one   tliousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen;  and  for  ex- 
penses of  expresses,  escorts  to  paymasters,   and  other 
contingencies  to  quarter-master's  department,  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  transportation  of  officers'  baggage,  and  allowance 
for  travel  In  lieu  of  transportation,  and  for  per  diem  al- 
lowance (o  officers  on  topographical  duty,  fifty-three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  transportation  of  clothing,  subsistence,  ordnance, 
and  of  lead  from  the  mines,  and  for  transportation  of  the 
army,  and  funds  for  pay  of  the  army,  including  the  seve- 
ral contingencies  and  items  of  expenditure  at  the  several 
itations  and  garrisons  usually  estimated  under  the  head 
3f  transportation  of  the  army,  one  hundred  and  twelve 
Jioiisand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  the  board  of  visiters  at 
iVest  Point,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  printing,  tsansportation, 
ind  postage,  for  the  military  academy,  eight  thousand 
ive  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  expenses  of  buildings, 
rounds,  roads,  wharf,  and  boat,  at  West  Point,  four 
liousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  adjutant's  and  quarter-mas  er's  clerk,  nine 
undred  UoUars. 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library,  fourteen  hun- 
red  dollars. 

For  philosophical  apparatus,  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
ollars- 
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For  roodeb  of  department  of  engineering,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  models  for  the  drawing  department,  repairs  of  in* 
struments  for  the  mathematical  department,  apparatus 
and  contingencies  for  the  department  of  chemistry,  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

Miscellaneous  items  and  incidental  expenses  of  thje 
academy,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  army,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  t!ie  national  armories,  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  armament  of  fortifications,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  Arsenals,  ninety  six  thousand  fi^e  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service, 
sixty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  recruiting  service,  thirty  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty *two  dollars,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service, 
sixteen  thousand  and  forty-four  dollars,  including  an  un- 
expended balance  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars on  hand. 

For  the  purchase  of  accoutrements  and  sword%  sixteen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  cannon,  fourteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fif\y  dollars. 

Fur  payment  of  arms  for  mounted  rangers,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  arms  for  South  Carolina,  six  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars. 

For  arrearages  prior,  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  payable  through  the 
Third  Auditor'i  office,  five  thousand  dollars. 

To  enable  the  second  Auditor  to  close  the  accounts, 
under  tiie  act  of  third  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  allowing  three  months  gratuitous 
pay  to  disbanded  officers  and  soldiers,  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  arrearages  of  pay  of  certain  militia  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  called  out  m  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  the  militia  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Missouri* 

and   Michigan,  ordered  into  the   service  of  the  United 

States  during  the  last  year,  six  hundred  and  thirty-two 

^thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  ap- 

'propriated  for  the  same  purpose. 

For  completing  barracks,  quarters,  and  store-houses  at 
Fort  Crawford,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  barracks,  quarters,  and  store-houses  at 
Fort  Howard,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  barracks,  and  erecting  a  hospital  at 
Baton  Rouge,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  of  appropriation  for  th« 
erection  of  barracks  at  Fort  Severn,  Annapoli%  three 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  construction  of  a  wharf  at  Fort  Preble^  Port- 
land, including  the  purchase  of  a  site,  three  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  repairing  the  wharf  at  Fort  Independence,  Boston, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairing  the  wharf  at  Fort  Washington,  on  the 
Potomac,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollan. 

For  repairing  the  wharf  at  Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dolUrs. 

For  the  purchase  of  ground  adjoining  Fort  Trunibull, 
Kew  London,  four  hundred  dollan. 

For  the  erection  of  a  store  house  and  stable  on  the 
public  lot  at  Pittsburgh,  five  ihousaad  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  the  ground  at  Key  West,  on  which 
tlie  barracks  and  quarters  are  erected,  three  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars. 
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For  the  purchase  of  land  at  Fort  Gratiot,  one  thousand 
BIX  hundred  dollars. 

To  make  ^ood  a  deficiency  of  a  rormer  appropriation 
for  the  building  of  a  wharf  at  Fort  McHenry«  ninety  dol- 
lars and  forty  cents. 

For  repairing  and  extending  the  levees,  securing  the 
works  at  Fort  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  for  improving  the 
storerooms  and  nuigaxine,  four  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  jtnd  bt  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  War  be  authorised,  at  his  discretion, out  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  by  this,  or  any  former  act,  for  the  payment 
of  the  militia  ondered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  law,  during  the  lastyear.to  allow  and  pay  to 
the  district^  paymasters  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
employed  rn  making  such  payments,  a  commission  on  the 
sums  respectively  paid  by  them,  not  exceeding  one  per 
centum  upon  the  amounts. 

Approved:  March  9,  1833. 

AN  ACT  to  explain  and  amend  the  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  import8,passed  July 
fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight  liundred  and  thirty-two, 
so  far  as  relates  to  hardware,  and  certain  manufactures 
of  copper  and  brass,  and  otiier  articles. 

Be  it  enaetidf  &c.  That  the  provisos  of  the  tenth  and 
twelfth  clauses  of  the  second  section  of  ilie  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
paased  July  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty. two, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  suspended  until  the  first  day 
of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  four. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enocted^  That  so  much  of  the 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  bcveral  acts  imposing  duties  on 
importSi  passed  July  the  fourteenth, eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty.two,  as  repeals  the  duties  heretofore  levied  on  cop- 
per bottoms  cut  round,  and  copper  bottoms  raised  to  the 
edge,  and  still  bottoms  cut  round  and  turned  upon  the 
edge,  and  parts  thereof,  and  on  copper  plates  or  slieets, 
weighing  more  than  thirty-four  ouncea  per  square  foot, 
commonly  called  braziers  copper,  and  on  tobacco  leaves, 
or  unmanufactured,  be,  and  tlie  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  nothing  con- 
tained in  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  dutiea  on  imports,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
authorize  the  exemption  from  the  payment  of  duty  on 
aheet  and  rolled  brass,  but  the  same  ahall  be  charged 
with  the  payment  of  a  duty  of  twenty  five  per  centum  ad- 
valorem. 

Approved:  5Iarcb  3,  1833. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  cer- 
tain Fortificationa. 

Se  it  enaetedf  &c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  namely: 

For  a  Fort  on  Throg's  Neck,  East  river,  New  York, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  a  Fort  on  Foster's  Bank,  Fensacola  harbor,  Florida, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  Fort  on  Grande  Terre,  Barataria,  Louisiana, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

Approved:  March  3, 1833. 

AN  ACT  for  improving  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers  in 
the  Territories  of  Florida  and  Michigan,  and  for  surveys, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

J3e  it  enacted^  &c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
obatructiona,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  certain 
rivers  in  the  Territories  of  Florida  and  Michigan,  the  fol- 
lowing aoms  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appropriated,  to 


be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  TresMiry;  to  be  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

For  removing  obstructions  in,  and  improvia^  the  navi- 
gation of,  the  Escambia  river,  five  thousand  dnEHn. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  Ocliiochney  livcr,  ire 
thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Cbodawbadboe 
river,  as  recommended  by  the  Postmaster  Genersl,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  Penaacola  io  TaUabss* 
see,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  Chicago,  on  lake  Micbigsn, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  survey  of  White  and  Saint  Francis  riversi,  io  t^ 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Approved:  March  3,  1833. 

AN  ACT  in  relation  to  the  Potomac  Bridge. 


Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  so  soon  as  tlie  Presideiiit  of 
the  United  States  shall  decide  on  a  plan  for  the  erect  ?] 
of  a  bridge  over  the  Potomac  river  at  Washington,  ob  or 
adjoining  the  site  of  the  old  bridge,  the  Secreuir  of 
tlie  Treasury  is  hereby  required  to  advertise  fiir  cosHaic^ 
after  giving  at  least  thirty  days  notice. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  further  enaettd,   Tha^  tonidi  t&e 
construclion  of  the  said  bridge,  the  mib  oT  tvo  tomired 
thousand  doUurs  ia  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  ^a^out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  othervitea^^ro^A- 
ted,  in  such  sums,  and  at  such  times,  as  may  be  »gtet4 
OQ  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasufy,  and  the  contractor 
or  contractors,  who  shall  give  to  the  said  Secretary  atis- 
factory  security  for  the  faithful  perforoBance  of  the  con- 
tract. 

Approved:  March  2, 1833. 

AN  ACT  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  f.rei 
between  Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  and  for  oOicr 
purposes. 

Be  it  enaetedp  &c.  That  in  order  to  aid  the  citizess  of 
Georgetown  in  removing  the  obstruction  to  their  naviga- 
tion, by  causing  the  cut  already  made  through  the  b>r, 
below  the  town,  to  be  enlarged  and  deepened;  and  for 
the  further  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  make  a  free 
turnpike  To%d  to  the  district  line  on  the  VirgpuU  aid*  ok 
the  river,  and  to  purchase  of  the  present  proprefurr, 
and  make  forever  free,  the  bridge  overlbtelitAe  FaVUof 
Potomac  river,  the  bum  of  one  hundred  aad  ^y  tUou- 
sand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  w 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  othervise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sakl  soa 
shall  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury,  to  the  order  of  the  corporation  of  Geofgdovn, 
in  auch  sums  as  to  enable  the  said  corporaUon  to  cfFtrc: 
the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  before  the  su< 
sum  he  paid  over  to  the  aaid  corporation,  it  ahall  past » 
ordinance  to  make  said  road  and  bridge  free,  and  to  be 
kept  in  repair  by  said  corporation  forever. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  in  addition  to  the  Act  for  the   gndaaiiffl' 
provement  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  for  the  gradual  impTovemea  d 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  five  bendrcd 
thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas^  *^ 
otherwise  appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  is  bere&j  ^p- 
propriated,  annually,  for  six  years,  from  and  a^ 'be 
thiiti  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  tUi^^* 
when  the  present  appropriation  expires. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pressdes: 
of  the  United  States  be^  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
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empovered  to  cause  tlie  aboTementioned  appropriation 
to  be  applied,  as  directed  and  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  seven, 
to  which  this  is  in  addition,  the  provisions  whereof  are 
hereby  continued  in  force  for  the  term  abovementioned, 
and  to  be  applied  also  to  the  purchase  of  other  necessa* 
ry  materials  as  well  as  timber  suitable  for  the  construction 
of  vessels  of  war. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaeiedt  That,  in  addition  to 
the  provisions  now  in  force  on  the  subject  of  the  live  oak 
growing  on  the  public  lands,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all 
collectors  of  the  customs  within  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
and  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana, 
before  allowing  a  clearance  to  any  vessel  laden  in  whole 
or  in  part  with  live  oak  timber,  to  ascertain  satisfactorily 
that  such  timber  was  cut  from  private  lands,  or,  if  from 
public  ones,  by  consent  of  the  Navy  Department.  And 
it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  all  oflncers  of  the  customs, 
and  of  the  Und  officers  within  said  Territory  and  States, 
to  cause  prosecutions  to  be  seasonably  instituted  against 
all  persons  known  to  be  guilty  of  depredations  on,  or  in- 
juries to,  the  live  oak  growing  on  the  public  lands. 

Approved :  March  2, 1833. 

AN  ACT  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  the  Army  aod  Marine 
Corps  of  the  United  States,  and  to  prevent  desertion. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  all  enlistments  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  for  three  years  ;  and  that  the  monthly  pay  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  as  follows, 
viz  :  to  each  sergeant  major,  qnartermasler  sergeant,  and 
chief  rourician,  sixteen  dollars  ;  to  the  first  sergeant  of  a 
company,  fifteen  dollars ;  to  all  other  sergeants,  twelve 
dollars  each  ;  to  each  artificer,  ten  dollars ;  to  each  cor- 
poral, eig^t  dollars,  and  to  each  musician  and  private  soU 
dier,  six  dollars;  and  all  enlistments  in  the  Marine 
Corps  shall  t>e  for  four  years ;  and  that  the  monthly  pay 
of  the.  non  commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  in  said 
corps  shall  be  as  follows,  viz:  to  each  sergeant  major  and 
quartermaster  sergeant,  seventeen  dollars  {  to  the  drum 
major,  fife  major,  the  orderly  sergeants  of  posts,  and  first 
sergeants  of  guards  at  sea,  sixteen  dollars  each  ;  to  all 
other  sergeants,  thirteen  dollars  ;  to  each  corporal,  nine 
dollars  ;  to  each  musician,  eight  doHars  ;  and  to  each  pri- 
vate, seven  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  one  dollar  of 
the  monthly  pay  of  every  musician  and  private  soldier, 
ehall  be  retained  until  the  expiration  of  the  two  first 
years  of  their  enlistment,  when  each  shall  receive  the 
twenty-four  dollars  retained  pay,  which  shall  have  so  ac- 
crued :   Provided^  He  shall  liave  served  honestly  and 
faithfully  that  portion  of  the  term  of  his  first  enlistment. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.    That  every  able 
bodied  musician  or  private  soldier,  who  may  re-enlist  into 
his  company  or  regiment,  within  two  months  before,  or 
one  month  after,  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
shall  receive  two  months'  extra  pay,   besides  the  pay 
and  other  allowances  which  may  be  due  to  him  on  account 
of  the  unexpired  period  of  any  enlistment. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  able 
bodied  musician  or  soldier,  who  shall  re-enKst  into  his 
company  or  regiment,  as  specified  in  the  third  section  of 
this  act,  shall  receive  his  full  pay,  at  the  rate  of  six  dol- 
lars per  month,  without  any  temporary  deduction  there- 
from. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  no  premium  to 
officers,  for  enlisting  recruits,  nor  bounties  to  recruits  for 
enlisting,  shall  be  allowed  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  bt  it  further  enacted,  1'hat  no  person  who 
lias  been  convicted  of  any  criminal  offence,  shall  be  en- 
listed Into  the  army  of  the  United  States. 


Sec.  T.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  seventh  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  <*  entitled  <  An  act  making  fuKher  pro- 
vision for  the  army  of  the  Utiited  States,"  passed  on  the 
sixteenth  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  no  far  as  it  applies 
to  any  enlisted  soldier,  who  shall  be  convicted  by  a  gen- 
eral court  martial  ofthe  crime  of  desertion. 

Approved  :  March  2, 1833. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain 

works  heretofore  commenced  for  the  improvement  of 

harbors    and  rivi-rs  and,   also,    for    continuing    and 

repairing  the  Cumberland  road,  and  certain  Territorial 

roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  foUowhig  sums  of  money 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  for  carrying  on 
or  completing  certain  works  and  roads  heretofore  com- 
menced, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in^the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Forc&rrying  on  the  Delaware  breakwater,  two  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

For  removing  a  sand  bar  at  the  moutk  of  Black  River, 
Ohio,  two  thousand  four  htmdred  dollars. 

For  a  pier  head  at  Cunningham  creek,  Ohio,  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  Ashtabula  creek,  Ohio,  three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  completing  the  improvements  of  the  harbor  of  Pres- 
que  Isle,  Pennsylvania,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo 
harbor,  New  York,  thirty -one  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars. 

For  improving  the  entrance  of  Gennesee  river,  New- 
Tork,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  removing  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sodus 
bay*  New  York,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  pier  and  mole  at  Oswego^  New  York 
eight  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  the  breakwater  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Merrimack  river,  tour  thousand  nhie  hundred 
dollars. 

For  repairing  Ply  mouth  Beach,  six  hundred  dollarp. 

For  the  breakwater  at  Hyannis,  Massachusetts,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbors  of  New  Castle,  Marcus  Hook, 
Chester,  and  Port  Penn,  in  the  Delaware,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  carrying  on  the  improvement  of  Ocraeoke  inlet  North 
Carolina,  sixteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  improving  Cape  Fear  river,  below  WilmingtODt 
North  Carolina,  twenty  ei^ht  thousand  dolUirs. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  rivers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  road  from  Detroit  to  Sagmnaw  bay, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  St.  Mark's  river 
and  harbor  in  Florida,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balance  of  former  appropriation-^,  one  thouMind  five  ban- 
dred  dolUra. 

For  the  road  from  Detroit  to  Grand  river  of  Lake  Mi- 
chigan, twenty  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  road  from  Detroit  towards  Chicago, 
in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  paying  the  balance  due  the  commissoners  for  sur- 
veying and  marking  the  road  from  La  Plaisance  bay,  to 
intersect  the  road  to  Chicago,  within  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  six  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  fleventy-siz 
cents. 

For  making  the  said  road,  fifteen  thousand  ddlan. 

For  completing  th^  improrementof  the  Inland  channel 
between  St.  Mary's  and  St.  John's  in  Florida^  nin#  thou- 
sand dollars. 
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For  the  completion  of  the  removal  of  obatructions  in 
the  harbor  and  riTer^ApphlachicoIa,  in  Florida,  according 
to  the  report  and  estimate  of  the  engineer.  Lieutenant 
Long,  eight  Uiouiand  seven  hundred  dollars,  including 
the  unexpended  appropriation  of  last  year. 

For  repairing  the  Cumberland  road  east  of  the  Ohio 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  Ohio,  west  of 
Zane8viUe»  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  one  hundred  thoufcand  dollars. 

Fur  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  Illinois,  seven- 
ty thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road  in  Virginia,  thirty- 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  pavment  of  a  balance  due  the  commissioners  under 
the  act  of  third  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  for  marking  out  a  road  to  the  confines  of 
New  Mexico,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  four  dollars 
end  fifly-four  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  incidental  to  making  ex- 
aminations and  surveys  under  the  act  of  ttie  tt)'u*tietli  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
twen^-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  of  balance  due  Joseph  C.  Brown  for  run« 
ning  the  western  boundary  of  tbe  State  of  Missouri,  one 
hundred  and  forty-dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  erutded.  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  change 
the  location  of  the  route  of  the  Cumberland  road,  near 
Cumberland  and  Wills'  mountain,  according  to  the  sur- 
rey and  report  thereon  of  Captain  Delafiek),  of  the 
corps  of  Engineers. 

Approved:  March  2,  1832. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  Public  Buildings 

ana  for  other  purposes. 

Be  ii  maeUdt  &c.  Tliat,  for  tbe  purpose  of  qi; mpleting 
the  buildings  of  the  Penitentiary,  its  support,  the  pur- 
chase of  raw  ma'erials  to  be  manufactured  by  the  con- 
Ticts,  and  as  a  compensation  to  Thomas  Carbery,  who 
is  hereby  allowed  one  thousand  dollars  for  his  services 
in  planning  and  superintending  the  erection  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary, the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-six  dollars  is  hereby  approjJriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriat- 
ed. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  il  further  enacted,  That  the  following 
Mims  be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
Cgir  the  following  purposes,  that  is  to  say : 

For  dressing  and  laying  the  atone  procured  for  paving 
tbe  teiraoe  of  tbe  Capitol,  seven  thousand  dollars. 
.  For  enclosing  and  improvine  the  public  ground  noKli 
of  the  Capitol,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  pedestal  wall,  coping,  raihng,  and  footway  at  the 
north  front  of  the  President's  House,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  Capitol  square,  including  the  gar- 
dener's lahiry,  and  lighting  the  lamps,  two  thousand  se- 
yen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  regulation  of  Uie  ground  and  plant- 
ing, south  of  the  President's  House,  R>ur  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  Capitol,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  alterations  and  repairs  in  tbe  President's  House, 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  constructing  reservoin  and  fountains  at  the  public 
offices  and  President's  House,  and  enclosing  and  plant- 
ing the  fountain  square,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-three  dollars. 


For  keeping  in  repair  the  fire  enginea  bekeging'  to  tbe 
public  buildings,  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  furnishing  the  President's  House*  to  be  expended 
under  tbe  direction  of  the  President,  in  wni&aam  to  tfie 
proceeds  of  such  decayed  furniture  aa  he  may  diRa  to  be 
sold,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  an  additional  payment  for  tbe  Statoe  of  Waihiag- 
ton,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  alterations  in  the  Represefitativea  Hall,  to  uxxm- 
date  the  twenty-third  Congress,  accordin|^  to  a  plan  re- 
commended b>'  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, of  thirtieth  June,  eighteen  hundred  mi 
thirty-two,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  public  vault,  and  railing  tbezeoa, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 


AN  ACT  for  the  construction  of  a  road  horn  tibe  li: 
sippi  river  to  William  Strong's,  on  the  St.  Fianos  ri- 
ver, in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Be  U  enacted^  &c.  That  tbe  sum  of  one  hundred  thos- 
sand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  President  •/'f^ 
United  Slates  to  cause  to  be  permanently  coaainsted,  a 
road  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  from  a  point  oppose 
to  Memphis,  to  the  house  of  William  StrwiR,  eo^  St 
Francis  river,  or  towards  such  other  point  oa\!be 
tbe  engineer  appointed  to  report  thereupon  nay 
-mend,  for  the  purpose  of  establiahta^^  a  constant 
nication  from  the  point  above  named,   towards  Lhtk 
Rock,  in  the  said  Territory  :  Provided^  That  tbe  said  fsa 
be  expende'l  under  the  direction  of  such  mihtaiy  e^f  i 
neer  as  the  President  may  appoint  ;  Jbid  promded,  a&s^ 
That  no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  money  ahall  be  expended 
until  a  careful  survey  and  estimate  shall  bare  been  sade 
of  the  cost  of  the  road  by  a  competent  engineer,  and  tb&i 
the  said  survey  and  estimate  shall  have  been  prcvtooal; 
submitted  to,  and  approved  by,   the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Approved :  starch  2,  1833. 


AN  ACT  prolonging  the  second  session  of  the  Fi/tfa  Lt- 
gislative  Council  of  the  Territory  cfMtickigMo. 

Be  it  enacted,  8lc.  That  the  Legiskatrae  Cenncil  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  now  in  session,  be,  aadmheiehiy, 
authorized  to  continue  its  present  seanon  thiriy  days  be- 
yond the  time  now  limited  by  law. 

See.  3  JSnd  be  it  further  enaeUd,  lliat,  for  tbe  p<irpose 
of  defraying  the  incidental  expenses,  and  for  paying  tlK 
members  of  the  said  Legislative  Council  for  the  addition] 
time  employed  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  tboassm) 
dollars  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  elanyaooey 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated* 

Approved  :  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  in  addition  to,  and  in  alteration  of,  an  act  ea'^ 
tied  "  An  act  vesting  in  the  Corporation  of  the  City  dt 
Washington  all  the  rights  of  the  Washington  Caaal 
Company,"  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  ii  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 


is  hereby  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  is  ^ 
Treasury  not  ollierwise  appropriated,  unto  the  llajv. 
Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of  Wsi^* 
ton,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dofie^  *^ 
aid  them  in  fulfilling  the  objects  and  requiivmean  or  aa 
act  entitled  **  An  act  vesting  in  the  CorporatioB  at  the 
City  of  Washington  all  the  righU  of  the  Waaba^t*  Ca- 
nal Company,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  Iftay 
thirty  first,  one  tliousand  eight  hundrad  and  tbirty^v^  ■ 
FroHded,  That  the  said  Mayor,  Alderoien,  and  Coam^ 
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Council,  relinquish  all  title  to  the  land  vested  in  them  by 
the  eighth  section  of  the  act  above  named,  and,  also,  re- 
linquish all  rights  and  privileg^es  granted  by  the  eighth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth,  sec- 
tions of  said  act :  And  provided,  abo.  That  the  sum  here. 
in  gfranted  shall  be  applied  to  pay  and  extinguish  any 
debt  which  has  been,  or  may  be  contracted  in  the  pur* 
chase  either  of  the  Washington  City  Canal,  or  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  same,  and  shall  not  be  applicable  to  any 
other  object  or  purpose  until  said  debts  be  extinguished. 

Sec.  2.  jSnd  be  it  further  enaded.  That  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings  is  hereby  authorized  to 
'  cause  all  the  open  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States 
'■  which,  in  the  original  plan  of  the  city,  were  reserved  for 
public  walks,  lying  between  the  Maryland  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenues,  to  be  enclosed  with  a  wooden  fence,  and 
to  lay  dawn  the  same  according  to  such  plan  for  the  im- 
provement thereof  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  approve,  in  grass,  and  intersect  it  by  suitable  paths 
and  roads  for  intercourse  and  recreation  :  Providedf  That 
there  shall  not  be  more  than  three  streets  or  roads  across 
the  same  -to  connect  the  streets  on  the  north  and  south 
sides  of  said  public  grounds. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be  paid, 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Approved:  March  3,  1833. 

AN  ACT  establishing  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  at  the 
village  of  Fall  River  in  Massachusetts,  and  discontinu- 
ing the  office  at  Dighton. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  shall,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  be  established  in  the  village  of 
Fall  River,  near  the  mouth  of  Taunton  Great  River,  in 
Massachusettii,  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  office  of  the 
collector  of  the  customs  in  Dighton,  Massachusetts,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  be  discontinued. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  exchange  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  Navy  Yard 
at  Brooklyn  for  other  lands  contiguous  thereto. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  ihe  President  of  ths  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  execute  a  con- 
veyance to  the  Corporation  of  the  village  of  Brooklyn,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  lands  forming  a  part  of  the  navy  yard  at 
said  'Vinage  of*Brooklyn,  and  designated  in  a  petition 
from  said  Corporation  to  Congress,  on  condition  that  said 
Corporation  convey  a  good  title  to  the  United  States  of 
such  other  property  contiguous  to  said  yard,  and  obtain 
releases  to  the  United  States  of  certain  parts  of  said  yard 
now  in  controversy,  so  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  convey 
ances  from  said  Corporation  shall  be  equally  beneficial  to 
the  United  States  as  the  property  granted  to  said  Corpo- 
ration. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  for  the  more  perfect  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  in  lieu  of  the  battalion  of 
mounted  rangers  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thtrty-two,there 
be  established  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  to  be  composed 
and  organized  as  follows,  to  wit:  one  colonel,  one  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  one  major,  one  quartermaster-sergeant, 
and  two  chief  buglers,  one  adjutant,  who  shall  be  a 
lieutenant,  one  sergeant  major,  one  chief  musician,  and 
ten  companies;  each  company  to  consist  of  one  captain, 
one  first  lieutenant,  and  one  second  lieutenant,  exclusive 


of  the  lieutenant  who  is  to  be  the  adjutant  of  the  regi* 
ment{  four  sergeants,  one  of  whom  shall  act  as  quarter* 
master-sergeant  to  the  company,  four  corporals,  two 
buglers,  one  farrier  and  blacksmith,  and  sixty  privates. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  father  cnaeUd^  That  the  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  when 
mounted,  be  entitled  to  t!)e  same  pay  and  emoluments  as 
was  allowed  to  dragoons  during  the  war,  and  when  on 
foot,  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  are  now  allowed 
to  the  officers,  noii  commissioned  officers,  musicians,and 
privates  of  a  regiment  of  infantry:  and  that  the  farrier 
and  black*;  mith  be  allowed  the  sajne  pay  and  allowan* 
ces,  as  are  allowed  to  an  artificer  of  artillery. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  regi* 
mentof  dragoons  shall  be  liable  to  serve  on  horse,  or 
foot,  as  the  President  may  direct;  shall  be  subject  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  be  recruited  in  the  same  man- 
ner,  and  with  the  same  limitations;  that  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  farriers,  and  privates, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  provisions  for  wounds 
and  disabilities,  the  same  provisions  for  widows  and 
children,  and  the  same  allowances  aid  benefits  in  every 
respect,  as  are  allowed  the  other  troops  constituting  the 
present  military  peace  establishment. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to  carry  into  effect 
this  act,  as  soon  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient,  and  to 
discharge  the  present  battalion  of  mounted  rangers,  on 
their  being  relieved  by  the  said  regiment  of  dragoons. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  re- 
quired to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  tliis  act,  is 
hereby  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations, 
for  the  military  establi&hment  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty^tliree. 

Approved:  March  2, 1833. 

An  Act  to  create  sundry  new  land  offices,  and  to  altet  the 
boundaries  of  other  land  offices  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted.  Sec.  T^at  so  much  of  the  lands  ceded  to 
the  United  States  by  the  treaties  made  and  concluded 
with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  near  Doak's  Stand, 
on  t)ie  eighteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  on 
the  twenty -seventh  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty,  as  is  situated  north  «f  the  line  divid- 
ing townships  nineteen  and  twenty,  and  west  of  the  line 
dividing  ranre  seven  and  eight,  east,  be,  and  the  same  if 
hereby,  catiiblished  into  a  land  distr-ct,  to  be  designated 
as  the  northwestern  district. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
land  ceded  by  the  ClK>ctaw  tribe  of  Indians  to  the  United 
States,  by  said  treaty  of  the  twenty-ievcnth  day  of  Sep* 
terober,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  as  is  si- 
tuated west  of  the  basis  meridian,  and  south  of  the  divid- 
ing line  between  townships  nineteen  and  twenty,  north, 
be  and  the  same  is  attached  to  tlie  Choctaw  district,  es- 
tablished by  an  act  of  the  seventh  day  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-two. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  said  treaty  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  as  is  situated  north  of  the  dividing  line  bei  ween 
townsliips  seven  and  eight,  east  of  the  babis  meridian, 
and  aouth  of  the  northwestern  district,  and  the  Southern 
boundary  of  the  lands  of  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indian?, 
shall  constitute  a  land  district  to  be  designated  as  the 
northeastern  district ;  and  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
in  the  counties  of  Monroe  and  Lowndes,  now  subject  to 
sale  in  the  Choctaw  district,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May  next,  be  subject  to  sale  at  the  land  office  in 
the  said  northeastern  district ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  ot 
the  R'^gisler  at  Motmt  Salus,  under  instructions  from  the 
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Commifisioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  transfer  all 
■uch  books,  maps,  records,  field  notes,  and  plats,  or 
transcripts  thereof,  relating  to  the  surreys  of  the  public 
lands  in  Monroe  and  Lowtides  counties,  to  the  Register 
of  the  northeastern  district,  as  may  be  necessary  to  ena- 
ble him  to  comply  with  the  pro%'isions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  jind  be  ii  further  tnaeted.  That  so  much  of  the 
land  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  said  treaty  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  as  is  fituated  South  of  the  diTiding  line 
between  townships  seven  and  eight,  be  attached  to,  and 
constitute  a  part  of,  the  Augusta  land  district. 

Sec.  5.  Jnd  be  ii  further  enaetedt  That,  for  the  dispo* 
sal  of  (he  public  lands  in  the  northeastern  and  northwest- 
ern districts,  a  land  office  shall  be  established  in  each,  at 
such  convenient  place  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  designate  ;  and,  for  each  of  said  offices,  a  Re- 

fister  and  Receiver  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
y  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who 
shall  severally  give  bond  and  security,  according  to  law, 
betore  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 
They  shall  receive  the  same  compensation,  fees,  and 
emoluments,  and  siiall  perform  similar  duties,  and  possess 
the  same  powers,  with  all  other  Registers  and  Receivers 
of  public  monies  of  the  United  States,  and  shall,  in  all 
respects,  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
providing  for  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Sec.  6.  jSnd  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  so  much  of  the 
Edwardsville  land  district  as  lies  north  and  northwest  of 
the  Illinois  river,  between  said  river  and  the  Mississippi, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  attached  to  the  Quincy  land 
district,  in  he  State  ol  Illinois  f  and  that  ranges  one  and 
two  west  of  the  third  principal  meridian  embracing  all 
townships  from  the  base  line  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  Sangamon  land  district,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
attached  to  the  Vandalia  land  district  in  said  State.  The 
said  transfer  to  be  effected  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  lands 
situated  South  of  tlie  district  line,  and  South  of  the  di- 
viding line  between  townships  twenty  and  twenty *one, 
and  North  of  the  line  dividing  townships  eleven  and 
twelve,  and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  nine  and  ten 
west,  to  the  west  boundary  line  of  tne  Stale  of  Ahbama, 
shall  constitute  a  land  distric*,  to  be  known  and  called 
the  Dcmopolis  district. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itfmrUter  enacted,  That  the  lands  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  counties  of  Green  and  Marengo, 
now  subject  to  s:ile  in  the  Tuscaloosa,  Cahawba,  and  St 
Stephen's  land  districts,  as  comprehended  in  the  above 
described  district:  Prort</«</,  That  the  land  district  here- 
inafter created  by  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  shall 
be  bounded  on  the  South  by  the  line  dividing  townships 
twenty-six  and  twenty  seven,  and  on  the  east  by  the  line 
dividing  ranges  six  and  seven,  and  the  lands  in  said  dis- 
trict now  in  market  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  the  land 
offices  at  Crawfordsville  and  Fort  Wa>ne  as  heretofore, 
until  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  no  longer;  shall,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  ot  June  next,  be  subject  to  sale  at 
the  land  office  in  the  said  IJemopolis  land  district ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Registers  at  Tuscaloosa,  Cahaw- 
ba, and  Saint  Stephens,  under  instructions  from  the  com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  transfer  all  such 
books,  maps,  records,  field  notes,  and  plats,  or  transcripts 
thercofj  relating  to  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  here- 
by added  to  the  said  Demopolis  land  district,  to  the  Ue. 
gister  of  the  Demopolis  land  district 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  cnadcd^  That  there  shall  be 
a  Register  and  Receiver  appointed  for  the  said  land  dis- 
trict, with  the  same  compensation,  fees,  and  emohinients, 
and  who  shall  perform  aij  the  duties  usually  performed  by 
Registers  and  Receivers  appointed  to  superintend  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 


Sec.  10.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  aH  tliat  Dis- 
trict of  country,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  lying  vest  of  the 
line  dividing  ranges  seven  and  eight  east  (^  tbe  second 
principal  meridian,  and  north  of  the  line  dividiag  Unrn- 
.ships  twenty  four  and   twenty-five«  shall  forraaicpirate 
land  district ;  and  the  land  ofl&ce  for  the  sale  and  dk^oal 
of  all  the  public  lands  in  said  district,  shall  be,  and  henlrT 
is,  established  at  Laporte  ;  and  for  said  laod  office,  sRs- 
gister  and  Receiver  shall  be   appointed  in  like  manner, 
and  be  subject  to  like  rules  and  regulationa,  and  recciTt 
the  same  salar}',  fees,  and  compensation  for  their  serfices, 
as  is  designated  and  provided  for  in  other   cases  by  tbe 
fiAh  section  of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  to 
cause  the  necessary  tract  books,  plats,  maps,  aitd  survers 
of  the  public  lands  in  said  district,  to  be  filed  in  said  of- 
fice :  Frovidedf  That  the  President  may,  whenever  to  b'a 
judgment,  the  public  interest  and  the  convenience  ofthe 
People  require  it,  remove  said  office  to  a  more  ceiHrsl 
and  suitable  place  in  said  district. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  making  provision  for  the  publication  of  tbe  Do- 
cumentary History  of  the  American  RevoKitioa. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  Smebe,Madbe 
hereby  is  authorized  to  contract  with  Mat2Aer5L  Cfair 
Clarke  and  Peter  Force,  for  the  publicatioaorawotk  en- 
titled «The  Documentary  History  of  the  Ainehcwlte- 
volution,"  to    be  printed  in   octavo  or  foiio^  as  nay  be 
agreed  upon:  Provided,  That  the  rate  of  expeoae shall 
not  exceed  the  actual  cost  per  volume  of  tbe  D';p)osatic 
Correspondence  now  printing,  or  heretofbre  printed,  ua- 
der  direction  uf  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  tbe  same  to  be 
distributed  and  disposed  of  in  the  manner    prorided  by 
the  joint  resolntion  of  the  tenth  July,  one  thousand  eigbt 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  for  the  distribution  and  dspsol 
of  Gales  Sc  Seaton's  collection  of  American  State  Papers 

Approved:  llarch  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Yifginia,  hersf- 
ter  recited. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  assent  of  tbe  Uniled  Stales 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  g^ven  to  an  act  of  the  Gent- 
ral  Assembly  of  Virginia  entitled   "An  act  concerning 
the  Cumberland   Road,"  passed  February  l\ie  ae^eiAlDi^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtjr-lvo;  such  aaaenX 
to  remain  in  furce  during  the  pleasure  of  Congrea:  Pro- 
vided^  I'hat  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  as  preventing 
the  United  States  from  resuming  whatever  junsdict ion  it 
may  now  have  over  the  aaid  road,  whenever*  in  its  discre- 
tion, it  shall  deem  it  proper  so  to  do  \  which  act  of  tlie 
said  General  Assembly  is  in  the  words  and  figures  fofisv- 
ing,  to  wit : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Auembtg^  That  whenevt? 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  have  sums- 
dered  so  much  of  the  Road,  commonly  called  the  Cusr 
berland  Road  as  lies  within  the  limits  of  this  Suie,  tbe 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Board  of  Public  Worb 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  take  tbe  s«bs 
under  their  care  in  behalf  of  this  State  ;and  to  cause  a 
gate  or  gates,  and  a  toll-house  or  houses,  to  be  erected 
on  said  road:  Provided,  the  same  shall  not  exceed  two  •£ 
number. 

Be  it  furijur  enacted.  That  a  superintendent  sfaaO  ^ 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Boac^ 
of  Public  Wurks,  removable  at  pleasure,  whose  cM  ^ 
shall  be  to  erect  said  gate  or  gates,  and  toll-house  creafl- 
houses,  and  to  exercise  all  reasonable  vigilance  aad  {Ui- 
gence  in  care  of  aaid  road  committetl  to  his  chaige^  to 
contract  for,  and  direct  the  application  o^  the  labor,  as- 
terials  and  other  things  necessary  for  the  repair,  isnfu^t* 


APPENDIX— To  GaU$  8f  8eatfm'$  Register. 


23 


Zotcw  of  the  United  States. 


[22dCoKo.  2dSxM. 


ment,  and  preservation  of  said  road;  and  he  shall  pay  for 
the  same  out  of  the  fund  arising  from  the  totls;  he  shall 
hare  power  to  appoint  and  remove  at  pleasure,  the  col- 
lectors of  tolls,  and  to  take  from  such  collector  or  collec- 
tors bond  with  fj^ood  security,  conditioned  for  his,  her,  or 
their  faithfully  discharging  his,  her,  or  their  duty,  and  ac- 
counting for  and  paying  over  to  such  superintendent,  or 
his  successors  in  office,  all  monies  or  tolls  by  him,  her,  or 
them  collected  or  received «  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  superintendent  every  six  months,  before  the  county 
or  superior  court  for  Ohio  county,  or  before  some  one  by 
either  of  said  courts  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  ren- 
der, under  oath,  an  account  of  all  moneys  by  him  receiv- 
ed or  expended,  particularly  setting  forth,  in  such  ac- 
count, the  time  when,  and  from  whom,  he  shall  have  re- 
ceived such  money,  and  the  time  when,  and  to  whom, 
and  on  what  account,  the  same  shall  have  been  disbursed 
or  expended.     He  shall,  before  he  shall  have  entered  on 
the  duties  of  said  office,  take,  before  the  county  court  of 
Ohio  county,  or  some  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  coun- 
ty, an  oath,  that  he  will  faithfully,  justly,  and  imparliaHy 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  said  office;  and  he  shill,  also, 
before  said  court,  enter  into  bond,  with  two  good  securi* 
ties,  at  least,  in  the  penalty  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  con- 
ditioned for  his  faithfully  performing,   in  all  things,  the 
duties  of  his  office  of  superintendent,  to  account,  as  is 
before  provided  for,  and  also  to  pay  over  to  his  successor 
or  successors  in  office,  or  to  such  persons  as  the  county 
court  of  Ohio  county  may,  for  this  purpose,   name  and 
appoint,  all  lolls  by  him  received,  and  not  expended,  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.     He  «hall,  immediate- 
ly on  the  receipt  thereof,  deposile  in  the  Northwestern 
Bank  of  Virginia,  all  monies  by  him  receiv  ed  for  tolls  or 
otherwise,  and  the  same,  as  superintendent,  check  for,  as 
he  may  want  the  same   in  repairing,  improving,  or  pre- 
serving said  road.     And  in  case  of  death,  resignation,  or 
removal  from  office,  or  from  the  State,  any  and  all  monies 
standing  to  his  credit  in  bank,  as  superintendent,  shall  be 
passed  to  the  credit  of  his  successor  in  office.     If  the  su- 
perintendent shall  fail  or  omit,  for  two  calendar  months, 
to  render  his  accounts  as  is  before  required,  he  shall,  for 
every  such  failure,  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  benefit  of  said 
road  fund,  five  hundred  dollars*  to  be  recovered  as  is  after 
provided  for?  or,  if  he  shall  fail  or  omit  to  pay  overall  mo- 
nies  in  his  hands  as  is  before  reqnired,  it  shall  be  lawful, 
in  the  name  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Board 
of  public  works,  to  obtain  judgment  against  him,  his  se- 
curity or  securities,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  ad. 
ministrators,  upon  motion  in  the  county  or  superior  courts 
of  Ohio  county,  upon  giving  ten  days  notice  to  such  su- 
perintendent, his  security  or  securities*  his  or  their  heirs, 
executors  or  administrators.    In  all  motions,  actions,  or 
bills  in  chancery,  against  such  superintendent,  his  secu 
Tity  or  securities,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  admin- 
istrators, wbenei'er  judgment  or  decree  shall  be  pronoun- 
ced against  the  defendant   or  defendants,  for  any  money 
by  such  superintendents  wrongfully  deUined,  such  judg- 
ment shall  be  for  the   principal  sum  due,  with  interest 
thereon  from  the  time  at  which  the  principal  sun  shall 
have  been  due,  together  with  fifteen  per  centum  damages 
thereon,  to  be  made  and  levied  in  manner  provided  for  by 
law. 

The  said  collectors  shall,  monthly,  or  oftener,  if  re- 
quired by  the  superintendent,  under  oath,  account  for, 
and  pay  to  the  superintendent  then  in  office,  all  moneys 
or  tolls  collected  by  him  or  them,  and  which  shall  re- 
main, after  deducting  his  or  their  compensation  ;  and  if 
such  collector  or  collectors  shall  fail  herein,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  superintendent,  in  the  name  of  the  Presi 
dent  and  Directors  ol  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  to  ob- 
tain judgment  against  such  collector  or  collectors,  his, 
her,  or  their  security  or  securities,  his  or  their  heirs, 
executors,  or  administrators,  by  motion  in  the  county  or 


superior  court  for  Ohio  county,  for  the  sum  he,  she,  or 
they  may  be  in  arrear,  with  interest  and  damages  as  is 
above  provided  for  in  the  case  of  defaulting  superintend- 
ents :  Provided^  That  such  collector  or  collectors,  his, 
her,  or  their  security  or  securities,  his  or  their  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, or  administratoni,  shall  [have]  had  ten  days'  pre- 
vious notice  of  such  motion.  When  the  said  collector 
shall  have  paid  over  to  the  superintendent,  the  superin- 
tendent shall  give  him  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of 
which  he,  the  said  collector,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting 
fifty  dollars  for  every  fiiilure,  shall  file  with  the  clerk  of 
the  county  court  of  Ohio  county.  The  bonds  hereby  re- 
quired of  superintendents  or  collectors  shall  be  made 
payable  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  and  be  deposited,  for  safe  keeping,  with 
the  Clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Ohio  county.  Rut  all 
moneys,  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures  recovered  of  ihem, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  be  collected  and  received  by  the 
superintendent,  in  office,  or  by  such  person  as  the  coun- 
ty court  of  Ohio  county  may  appoint  to  receive  the  same. 
The  said  superintendent,  and  the  said  collector  or  collec- 
tors, shall  be  allowed  by  the  county  court  of  Ohio  a  rea- 
sonable compenbation  for  their  services  ;  to  be  by  them 
respectively  retained  out  of  said  tolls,  or  tiie  proceeds 
thereof:  Provided  however.  That  the  compensation  to 
the  superintendent  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and 
thirty.three  and  one  third  dollars  per  annum.  And  for 
the  better  order  and  management  of  the  said  fund,  and 
the  preservation  of  said  road,  the  said  superintendent 
and  collector  or  collectors,  shall  observe  and  conform  to 
such  instructions  as  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  may,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe. 
That,  as  soon  as  the  said  gates  and  toll-bouses  shall  be 
erected,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  toll  collector  or 
collectors,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  demand  and 
receive,  for  passing  the  said  gates,  the  tolls  and  rates 
hereafter  mentioned:  and  they  may  stop  any  person  rid- 
ing, leading,  or  driving,  any  horses,  cattle,  sulky,  chair, 
phaeton,  cart,  chaise,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  other  car- 
riage of  burden  or  pleasure,  from  passing  through  the 
said  gate  or  gates,  until  they  shall  have  respectively  paid 
for  passing  the  same;  that  is  to  say  :  if  there  be  but  one 
gate,  for  every  score  of  sheep  or  hogs,  six  and  a  quarter 
cents;  for  every  score  of  cattle,  twelve  and  a  half  cents; 
fbr  every  led  or  drove  horse,  three  cents;  for  every 
mule  or  ass,  led  or  driven,  three  cent' ;  for  every  horse 
and  rider,  six  and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  sled  or 
sleigh,  drawn  by  one  horse,  or  ox,  six  and  a  quarter 
cents;  for  every  horse  or  ox  in  addition,  three  cents;  for 
fur  every  dearborne,  sulky,  chair,  or  chaise,  with  one 
horse,  six  and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  horse  in  addition, 
six  and  a  quarter  cents;  for  every  chariot,  coach,  coachee, 
stage,  or  phaeton  with  two  horses,  twelve  and  a  half 
cents;  for  every  horse  in  addition,. six  and  a  quarter 
cents;  for  every  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  by  whatever 
name  it  may  be  called,  the  like  sum,  according  to  the 
number  of  wheels  and  horses  drawing  the  same  ;  for  eve- 
ry cart,  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed  two  and 
a  half  inches  in  breadth,  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  for  each 
horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same,  four  cents;  for  every  cart 
or  wagon  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  two  and  a  half  inches 
in  breadth,  and  not  exceeding  four  inches,  six  and  a 
quarter  cents;  for  every  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same, 
three  cents;  and  for  everyother  cart  or  wagon  whosewheeli 
shall  exceed  four  inches, and  not  exceeding  five  in  breadth, 
four  cents;  for  every  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same,  two 
cents ;  and  all  other  wagons  or  carts,  whose  wheels  shall 
exceed  six  inches  in  breadth,  shall  pass  said  gates  free 
and  clear  of  all  tolls  :  Provided^  however^  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  authorize  any  tolls  to 
be  received  or  collected  from  any  person  passing  *to  or 
from  public  worship,  pr  to  or  from  a  visit  to  a  friend,  or 
Other  place  within  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  or  to 
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or  from  any  musten*  elections,  or  courts,  or  to  or  from 
his  continnon  business  on  his  farm  or  woodland,  or  to  or 
from  a  funeral,  or  to  or  from  a  mill  or  school,  or  to  or 
from  his  common  place  of  trading  or  marketing  within 
the  county  in  which  he  resides,  including  the  wagons, 
carriages,  and  horjes  or  oxen  drawing  the  same  :  Provid- 
edt  ttito.  That  no  toll  sliall  be  received  or  collected  for 
the  passage  of  any  stage  or  coach  conveying  the  United 
States  mail,  or  horses  bearing  the  same,  or  any  wagon  or 
carriage  laden  with  property  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
cavalry  or  other  troops,  army,  or  military  atores  belong- 
ing to  the  same,  or  to  any  of  the  States  comprising  the 
Union,  or  any  person  or  persons  on  duty  in  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  militia  of  the  States : 
Jbid  provided,  further.  That  the  superintendent  may 
commute  the  rates  of  tolls  with  any  person  or  persons  by 
taking  of  him  or  them  a  certain  sum  annually,  in  lieu  of 
the  tolls  aforesaid  :  Jind  provided,  further.  If  two  gates 
shall  be  erected  on  said  foad,  then  only  one  half  of  the 
said  rates  or  tolls  shall  be  received  or  collected  at  each 
gate;  and  that  the  superintendent  and  three  discreet  free 
holders  of  Ohio  county,  to  be  appointed  for  this  purpose 
by  the  county  court  of  Ohio  county,  ahull  determine  the 
number  of  gates  (not  exceeding  two  as  aforesaid)  and  the 
site  or  location  of  such  gate  or  gatest  and  said  superin 
tendent  and  persous-to  be  appointed  by  the  county  court 
aa  aforesaid,  are  duly  authorized  to  purchase,  fov  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  toll  house  or  toll-houses  on  said 
road,  aa  much  ground  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and 
advantageous  to  said  road  fund  (  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the 
tolls  aforesaid. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  moneys  so  collected, 
and  all  fines,  penalties^  and  forfeitures,  accruing  under 
thia  act,  shall  constitute  a  fund,  to  be  denominated  the 
Cumbeiland  road  fund,  and  shall  be  applied  by  the  su- 
perintendent to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  solely  and  ex- 
clusively to  the  preservation,  repair,  and  improvement 
of  said  road,  and  the  expenses  incident  thereto,  and  to 
no  other  purpose  whatever. 

J3e  it  jwrtner  enacted.  That  the  General  Assembly  re- 
serves to  itself  at  any  future  session  thereof,  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  tu  change,  alter,  or  amend  this  act: 
Provided^  That  the  same  shall  not  be  bo  changed,  alter- 
ed, or  amended,  as  to  reduce  or  increase  the  rates  of  toll 
hereby  established,  below  or  above  a  sum  necessary  to 
defray  the  expenses  incident  to  the  repair  and  preserva- 
tion of  said  road,  to  the  erection  of  gates  and  toll  houses 
thereon,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  reea  or  salaries  of  the 
superintevident,  the  collector  of  tolls,  and  of  such  other 
agents  as  ma]^  be  necessarily  employed  in  the  preserva- 
tion and  repair  of  the  said  road,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  directors  shall  be  set  up  at 
proper  and  convenient  situation,  to  caution  all  conductors 
and  drivers  of  carriages  or  wagons  on  the  road,  as  afore- 
said, that  they  shall  always  pass  un  the  left  of  each 
other,  under  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  for  every  odence  $ 
and  there  shall  also  be  set  up,  at  some  conspicuous  place 
at  each  g^te,  a  board,  on  which  shall  be  legibly  printed 
the  rates  of  toll  as  is  provided  for  in  this  act ;  and  if 
any  toll  collector  shall  unreasonably  delay  or  hinder  any 
passenger  or  traveller  at  any  of  the  gates,  or  shall  de- 
mand or  receive  more  toll  than  is  by  this  act  established, 
be  shull,  for  each  any  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and 
pay  to  the  party  aggrieved,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall  pur- 
posely and  maliciously  deface,  or  otherwise  injure  any  of 
the  milestones,  parapet  walls,  culverts,  or  bridges,  or 
any  masonry  whataoever,  or  any  of  the  gates  or  toll- 
houses of,  or  belonging  to  tlie  said  Cumberland  road,  in 
this  State,  as  the  same  is  now  constructed,  or  may  here- 
after be  constructed,  every  person  so  ofTending,  upon 
conviction  thereof^  or  judgment,  information,  or  present- 


ment, in  the  county  or  auperior  court  of  Oluo  county,  be 
fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five    hundred  dollars^  or 
imprisonment  in  the  jail  of  the  county   not  exceeding 
six  months,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  coait ;  and 
\\  any  person  shall  purposely  fill,  choke,  orodafwise 
obstruct  any  of  the  side  drains,  ralleys,  guttcre,  « cul- 
verts of  said  road  now  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  \aA<x^  nf 
shall  connect  «ny  private  road  or  cartway  with  said  C-iti- 
berland  road,  or  if  any  surveyor  of  &  cwunty  roa^l  s.  i^ 
connect  the  same  with  the  said  Cumberland  road,vilhc«: 
making  at  the  point  of  connection,  a  atone  caiUcrt  or 
paved  valley,  or  other  good  and  auf&cient  fixture  so  as  to 
secure  a  free  passage  for  the  water  along  such  aide  drain 
where  such  private  or  county  road   or  cartway  conned 
with  said  Cunnberland  road,  and  aoastoaecure  such  Ctt«- 
berhnd  road  Irom  injury  by  reason  of  such  county  or  pri- 
vate road,  or  way,  bei'ig  connected  with  said  Cumber- 
land  road,  every  person  so  oflfending  shalU  upon  coavic- 
tion  thereof,    be,  for  every  such  oflFencc,  fined  in  a  sq'b 
not  less  than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  twenty  ddbra ; 
and  if  any  person  shall  sUnd  hi3  wagon  and  leatu, « 
either  of  them,  over  night  upon  the  paremen!  of  ^i 
road  now  made,  or  which  may  hercaficr  be  nade,  * 
shall  at  any  other  lime  stand  a  wagon  and  teaJl^  or  ^--^ 
of  them,  upon   the  said  pavement  for  the  ptipt^  « 
feeding,  or  if  he  shall,  in  any  other  mannerr  ft^poaeU 
and  wilfully  obstruct  the  travel  upon  said  mid,  or  sf  he 
shall  fast-lock  or  rough  lock  cither  of  tbt«\»«:Va  ^  «iy 
wagon,  coach,  chaise,  ^'^,  sulky,  carriage,  ««X\ttV«« 
or  four-wheeled  vehicle  while  travelling  upon  a^  nad 
as  now  made,  or  as  it  may  hereafter  be  made,  (excepviisg, 
however,  such  parts  of  said  road   as  may  be,  at  the  tliK 
of  said  locking,  covered  with  ice,  i  every  person  so  ofTcui- 
ing  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,   be  fined  in  a  suss  k* 
less  than  two,  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  fines,  pen^ties,  andfcf 
feitures,  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,iiiay  be 
recovered  by  presentment  or  indictment  in  the  oou-tty  cc 
superior  courts  of  Ohio  county.or  by  infonnation  or  adiot 
of  debt  in  the  name  of  the  Governor,  for  tlie  use  of  s^ 
road  fund,  in  the  same  courts;  or,  the  said  fim^penaltioi 
and  forfeitures,  where  the  same  shall  be  less  than  tweotf 
dollars,  may  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  the  nase 
and  for  the  use  aforesaid,  before  any  justice  of  tbc  peace 
for  Ohio  county;  but  an  appeal  may  be  ba4  as  in  other 
cases,  to  the  next  monthly  court  of  Ohio  co«iity,fiwn  tAe 
judgment  of  any  justice  of  the  peace,  when  the  saanc  ihaU 
be  a  greater  sum  than  five  dolUns*  excluave  iil  cn^a^  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  and  coUecton  of 
tolls  to  prosecute  all  ofiences  against  the  proviuona  of  ttui 
act,  and  be  or  they  shall  not  be  liable  for  cos^s  where  tbe 
person  or  persons  prosecuted  shall  be  acquitted,  ualea 
the  court  or  justice  will  certify  tliat  the  prosecutka  is 
groundless  and  without  good  cause. 

Be  it  further  enacfed.  That  if  more  than  one  gsLcbe 
erected  upon  said  road,  it  shall  be  lawful  fcr  any  petsoiv 
desirous  to  do  so,  to  pay  the  whole  toll  at  any  one  g>^ 
and,  thereupon,  the  collector  shall  grant  him  a  proper  ce^ 
tificate  thereof,  which  certificate  shall  be  n  suiiicieBt  ««- 
rant  to  procure  his  passage  through  the  other  gste* 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  ahnll  not  hsTe^sr 
force  or  effect  till  the  Government  of  the  United  Sti:fi= 
shall  assent  to  the  same. 

Virginia,  Richmond  city  to  wit: 

I,  George  W.  Mumford,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Ikk; 
gatesand  Keeper  of  the  Bolls  of  Virginia,  do  certift*  '-^ 
the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  act  concerning tiie  C^ 
berland  Hoad,  passed  February  the  seventh,  ci^tfc^  i-r- 
dred  and  thirty  two. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  thirteenth  day  of  Febraary, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Approved:  March  2,  1832. 
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AN  ACT  to  secure  to  mechanics  and  others  payment 
for  labor  done  and  materials  furnished  in  the  erection 
of  buildings  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  all  and  every  dwelling-house, 
or  other  building,  hereafter  constructed  and  erected  with- 
in the  City  of  Washington,  'tn  the  town  of  Alezandris,  or 
in  iOeorgetown,    in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  jMyment  of  the  debts  contracted  for,  or  by 
reason  of  any  work  done  or  materials  found  and  provided 
by  any  brickmaker,  bricklayer,  stonecutter,  mason,  lime 
merchant,  carpenter,  painter  and  glazier,  ironmonger, 
blacksmith,  plasterer,  and  lumber  merchant,  or  any  oth 
er  person  or  persons  employed  in  furnishing  materials 
for,  or  in  the  erecting  and  constructing  such  house  or  oth- 
er building,  before  any  other  lien  which  originated  sub- 
sequent to  the  commencement  of  such  house  or  other 
building.     But  if  such  dwelling  house,  or  other  building, 
or  any  portion  thereof,  shall  have  been  constructed  under 
contract  or  contracts  entered  into  by  the  owner  thereof, 
or  his  or  her  agent,  with  any  person  or  persons,  no  per- 
son who  may  have  done  work  for  such  contractor  or  con- 
tractors, or  furnished  materials  to  him,  or  on  his  order 
or  authority,  shall  have  or  possess  any  lien  on  said  house 
or  other  building, for  work  dune  or  materials  so  furnished, 
unless  the  person  or  persons  employed  by  such  contract- 
or to  do  work  on,  or  furnish  materials  for,  such  building, 
sihall,  within  thirty  days  after  being  so  employed,  give 
notice  in  writing,  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  build- 
ing, or  to  his  or  to  their  agent,  thaf  he  or  they  are  so 
employed  to  work  or  to  furnish  materials,  and  that  they 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  lien  granted  by  this  act.     And  if 
such    house  or  other  building  should  not  sell  for  a  sum 
BuiBcient  to  pay  all  the  demands  for  such  work  and  mate* 
rials,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  same  shall  be  averaged, 
and  each  of  the  creditors  paid  a  sum  proportionate  to 
their  several  demands:  Provided,  aiwaye.  That  no  such 
debt  for  work  and  materials  shall  remain  a  lien  on  the 
said  houses  or  other  buildings  longer  than  two  years  from 
the  commencement  of  the  building  thereof  unless  an  ac- 
tion for  the  recovery  of  the  same  be  instituted,  or  the 
claim  filed, within  three  months  after  performing  the  work 
or  furHishing  the  materials,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  court  for  the  county  in  which  the  building  shall  be 
situated:  Jnd provided,  alto.  That  each  and  every  per- 
son, tiaving  received  satisfaction  for  his  or  their  debt,  for 
which  a  claim  has  been  or  shall  be  filed,or  action  brought 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  the  request  of  any  person  interebted 
in  the  building  on  which  the  same  was  a  lien,  or  in  having 
the  same  lien  removed,  or  of  his  or  their  legal  represen- 
tative, on  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  claim  or  action,and 
on  tender  of  the  costs  of  office  for  entering  the  satiirfac- 
tion,  within  six  days  after  such  request  made,  enter  satis- 
faction of  the  claim  in  the  office  wnere  such  claim  was  or 
shall  be  filed,  or  such  action  brought,  which  shall  forever 
thereafter  discharge,  defeat,  and  release  the  same;  and  if 
audi  persons,  having  received  such  satisfiiction  as  afore- 
said, by  himself  or  his  attorney,  shall  not,  within  six  days 
after  request  and  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  claim  or  ac- 
tion, and  tender  as  aforesaid,  by  himself  or  his  attorney, 
duly  authorized,  enter  satisfaction  as  aforesaid,  he,  8he,or 
they,  neglecting  or  refusing  so  to  do,8hall  forfeit  and  pay 
unto  the  party  or  parties  aggrieved  any  sum  of  money, 
not  exceeding  one-half  of  the  debt,  for  which  the  cUum 
was  filed,  or  action  brought  as  aforesaid,  to  be  sued  for 
and  demanded  by  the  person  or  persons  indemnified,  in 
like  manner  as  other  debts  are  now  recovered  by  the  ex- 
isting laws  for  the  recovery  of  debts. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  itfuriha  enacted.  And  in  all  cases  of 
lien  created  by  this  act,  the  person  having  a  claim  filed 
agreeably  to  its  provisions,  may,  at  his  election,  proceed 
to  recover  it  by  personal  action,  according  to  the  nature 
ofthe  demand,  against  the  debtor,  his  executors,  orad* 
ministrators,  or  by  scire  facias  against  the  debtor  or  owner 
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ofthe  building;  and  where  the  proceeding^  are  by  scire 
facias,  the  writ  shall  be  served  in  like  manner  as  a  sum- 
mons upon  the  persons  named  therein,if  to  be  found  with- 
in the  county,  and  if  not  found  within  the  county,  then  by 
fixing  a  copy  of  the  writ  upon  the  door  of  the  building 
against  which  the  claim  is  filed;  and  upon  the  return  of 
service  and  failure  of  the  defendants  to  appear,  the  court 
shall  render  judgment  as  in  the  case  of  a  summons;  but  if 
they,  or  either  of  them,  appear,they  may  plead  and  make 
defence,  and  the  tike  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  in  per- 
sonal actions  for  ttie  recovery  of  debts:  Provided,  That  no 
judgment  rendered  in  such  scire  facias*  shall  warrant  the 
issuing  an  execution,  except  against  the  building  or 
buildings  upon  which  the  lien  existed  as  aforesaid. 
Approved:  l|arch  3,  1833. 

AN  ACT  to  autborue  the  County  Commissioners  for  the 
County  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois*  to  enter  a 
fractional  quarter  section  of  land  for  a  seat  of  Justice, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  commissioners  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois^  be,and  they  are  here- 
by, authorized  to  enter  with  the  Register  and  Receiver 
of  the  public  lands  at  Springfield,  in  said  State,  (for  the 
use  of  sud  counter,)  the  residue  ofthe  northeast  fractional 
quarter  of  section  number  nine,  in  township  number 
eight  north,  in  range  number  eight  east:  Provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere 
with  the  claim  or  claims  of  any  other  person  or  persons^ to 
said  fractional  quarter  section. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  heirs  or  le- 
gal representatives  oif  J.  Latham,  deceased,  be,  and  thty 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  withdraw,  and  re-locate  the 
claim  which  was  illegally  located  on  said  fractional  quar- 
ter section,  upon  any  other  quarter  section  of  public  land 
to  which  it  may,  by  Uw,  be  applicable. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  an  alteration  in  the  Election  Dis- 
tricts for  Meoibers  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territofy  of  Michigan. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territofy  of  Michigan  be,  and  hereby  is^  authorized  to 
provide  for  such  aUerations  in  the  Election  Districts  of 
said  Territory,  as  will  more  effectually  secure  to  the  dif- 
ferent sections  of  said  Territory  a  more  equal  representa- 
tion in  said  Legislative  CounciL 

Sec.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  said  Le- 
gislative Council  shall  have  adjourned  before  the  first  day 
of  April  next,  the  Governor  of  said  Territory  shall,  by 
proclamation,  district  the  said  Territory  according  to  tlie 
provisions  of  the  foregoing  section. 

Approved  :  March  3,  1833. 

AN  ACT  supplementafy  to  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act 
concerning  a  Seminary  of  Learning  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,**  approved  the  seventh  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Governor  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas  shall  select  twenty  of  the  sections  of  public 
hnd  reserved  by  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  a 
Sepiinary  of  Learning  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  ap- 
proved the  second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven {  and,  after  advertising  and  proclaiming  them  for 
sale  in  the  several  newspapers  printed  in  Arkansas,  and 
such  other  papers  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  he  shall 
proceed  to  sell  the  same  for  cash,  at  some  notorious  place 
in  Little  Rock,  to  be  designated  in  said  advertisement,  to 
the  highest  bidder. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Go- 
vernor shall  proclaim  and  sell  the  same,  in  quantities  not 
exceeding  one  half  section,  nor  shall  any  sale  be  made 
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Tor  A  price  Icm  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  give  to  the 
purchaser  a  certificate  of  bis  purchase  \  and  he  shall  also 
make  a  return  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Little  Rock,  of  the  quantity  sold,  the  number 
of  the  section,  range,  township,  and  such  other  descrip* 
tion  of  the  land  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  (he  price  for 
which  each  parcel  sold,  and  to  whom  sold  {  and  he  sliall 
also  communicate  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  a  duplicate  of  the  &ame,  upon  which  a  patent 
shall  issue  to  the  purchasers  as  in  other  cases  of  sales  of 
public  lands. 
,  Sec.  3.  And  be  U  fwriher  enacted^  That  the  money  aris- 
ing from  the  salea  of  the  said  twenty  sections^  or  such 
portions  of  them  as  may  be  sold  from  time  to  time,  after 
paying  the  reasonable  expenses  incurred  in  making  se- 
lections of  the  two  townships  under  the  before  recited 
act,  and  the  expenses  of  selling  the  same  under  this  act, 
shall  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  a 
seminary  of  learning  at  such  place  as  may  be  designated, 
and  under  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  prescrib- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas. 

Sec.  4.  Md  be  it  fisriker  enadedf  That  it  sliall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  of  said  Territory  to  pay  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  said  sales  into  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  said 
Territory,  who  shall  be  responsible  for  the  same  as  other 
public  moneys ;  and  who  shall  not  pay  out  the  whole,  or 
any  part  thereof,  for  any  other  objects  or  purposes  than 
iuch  as  are  provided  for  by  the  act  of  the  second  of 
March,  eighteen  humired  and  twenty-seven,  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  and  by  this  act,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  the  Legislature  of  said  Territory,  made  to  car- 
ry into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  said  re- 
cited act. 

Sec.  5.  Jlnd  be  it  further  emtctedt  That  the  Governor 
of  the  said  territory  shall  be  authorized  to  lease,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  five  years,'  at  any  one  time,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  two  townships  granted  by  the  said  act,  and 
to  apply  the  proceeds  arising  therefrom  to  the  purposes 
aforesaid  \  and  he  shall  render,  once  in  two  years,  an  ac- 
count of  the  same  to  the  Legislature  of  said  Territory, 
and  pay  over  the  money  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Ter- 
ritory* 

Approved  :  March  2,  1833. 


AN  ACT  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  Missouri." 

Be  it  enaeiedp  &c.  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be  extended  to,  and 
embrace  in  its  operations,  every  claim  to  a  donation  of 
land  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  held  in  virtue  of  settlement 
and  cultivation  ;  and  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  above  recited  act,  shall  proceed  to  consider,  decide, 
and  report  upon  the  aforesaid  claims,  under  the  provi- 
nons  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed 
in  rehition  to  said  claims,  and  under  such  provisions  and 
restrictions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as 
may  be  spplicable  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  JSlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Recorder  and  Commissioners  afore- 
said, to  continue  to  take  the  testimony  of  all  such  claims 
as  heretofore  described,  for  and  during  the  term  of  two 
years,  from  the  date  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  removal  of  the  Office  of  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Public  I^nds  South  of  Tennessee. 
Be  it  enacted^  &c.    That  after  the    1st  day  of  April 

next,  the  Office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Public  Lands 

South  of  Tennessee,  shall  be  kept  at  Jackson,  the  seat 

of  Govern ment  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
Sec.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  accounts 


for  surveys  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Lookana,  not 
approved  before  the  first  day   of  April  next,  liiail  be 
presented,  with  the  proper  returns  of  such  sanefi^  to 
the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  public  faadslartbe 
State  of  Louisiana,  for  settlement  or  allowaiice. 
Approved  :  March  2,  1BS3. 

AN  ACT  granting  certain  lots  to  the  Preaident  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Georgetown  College  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  sre^ 
granted  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  Georgetown 
CoUef^e,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  lots  in  the  city  of 
Washmgton,to  the  amount,  in  value,  of  twenty  ^we  tboa 
aand  dollars,  which  said  lots  shall  be  selected  and  valaed 
by  the  Commissioner  of  tlw  Public  Buildings,  when  re- 
quested by  the  said  President  and  Directors  ;  and  wbea 
the  said  lots  shall  be  so  selected  and  valued,  the  tme 
shall  be  vested  in  the  said  corporation,  in  fee  simple,  to 
be  by  them  held  and  disposed  of  in  the  following  msnncr; 
that  is  to  say  :  the  said  corporation,  by  proper  ami  h«- 
ful  act  or  acts,  under  their  corporate  seal,  shall  sell  snd 
dispose  of  said  lots,  as  soon  as  reasonably  piacticabk, 
for  the  best  price  or  prices  they  can  obtiun,  MPdabtB 
vest  the  proceeds  of  the  same  in  some  public  ttoek,  or 
stock  of  some  incorporated  bank. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaded^  That,  r&cs  £te  ssid 
lots  aforeiaid  shall  be  selected  and  ralued  as  sfofctMd, 
the  said  Commissioner  shall  make  return  oCt^hevnmben 
and  description  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the  caautcoait 
of  the  county  of  Washington  ;  to  be   by  him  recorded 
among  the  records  of  the  land  titles  in  the  said  oouaty. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaded^  That  the  procscdi 
of  the  sales  aforesaid,  so  to  be  vested,  shall  not  be  other- 
wise used  by  the  said  President  and  Directors  than  ass 
capital,  to  be  by  them  forever  hereafter  kept  vested m 
aforesaid  ;  and  the  dividends,  or  interest,  thereupoQ  se- 
eming, shall,  by  them,  be  used  and  applied  in  aid  of  ilie 
revenues  of  the  said  college,  to  the  establishmeot  and  ea- 
dowment  of  such  professorships  therein  as  now  are,  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  established  by  the  Prendent  and  Di- 
rectors ;  and  to  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever. 
Approved  :  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  tognnt  a 
quantity  of  land  in  the  SUte  of  Illinois  tbr  the  pttrpott 
of  aiding  in  opening  a  canal  to  cowiecx  the  waters  of 
Illinois  river  with  those  of  Lake  Michigan**  audio  al- 
low^ further  time  to  the  State  of  Ohio  (or  commcncmg 
the  Miami  Canal  from  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  lands  granted  to  the  State 
of  Illinois  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  may 
be  used  and  disposed  of  by  said  State,  for  the  purpoie 
of  making  a  rail  road  instead  of  a  canal  as  in  said  act  coa- 
templated ;  anil  that  the  time  for  commencing  and  com- 
pleting said  canal  or  rail  road,  whichever  the  State  of 
Illinois  may  choose  to  make,  be  and  is  extended  five 
years:  Provided^  That  if  a  rail  road  is  made  in  place  ef 
a  canal,  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  be  subject  to  the  sa9C 
duties  and  obligations,  and  the  Government  of  the  Uoited 
States  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  have  the  same  privilrget 
on  said  rail  road,  which  they  would  have  had  through  dK 
canal,  if  it  had  been  opened. 

Sec.  2.    And  be  it  further  enaetedt    That  tbefiu^her 
time  of  five  years  be  allowed  the  State  ot  Ohio  to  cos- 
mence    the    Miami  canal   from  Dayton  to  Lake  Eat, 
in  addition  to  the  time  now  allowed  therefore  by  hv. 
Approved  :  March  2, 1833. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Georgetown  Free  Sdioat"^ 
Orphan  Asylum,  in  the  District  of  Cohimbia. 
Be  it  enacted,  &C.    That  Stephen  DubuisBoni  Lews 
Carbery,  Peter  O'Dmnoghue,   Edward  B.  King,  Ei*«* 
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Kingr,  Charles  Kingf,  Ignatius  Clarke,  Bernard  Brien,  A. 
U.  Boucher,  John  R.  May,  and  Joseph  Brooks,  and  their 
successors  in  office,  are  hereby  made,  declared,  and 
constituted,  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  in  law  and  in 
fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  under  the  name,  style, 
and  title,  of  the  Georgetown  Free  School  and  Orphan 
Asylum. 

Bee.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  and  singular 
the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  legacies*  annuities,  rights, 
privileges,  goods  and  chattels,  that  may  hereafter  be 
given,  granted,  sold,  devised,  or  bequeathed,  to  the 
Georgetown  Free  School  and  Orphan  Asylum,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  vested  in,  and  confirmed  to,  the  said 
corporation  ;  and  that  they  may  purchase,  take,  receive, 
and  enjoy  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  rights^ 
or  privileges^  or  any  goods,  chattel^  or  other  effects,  of 
what  kind  or  nature  soever,  which  shall  or  may  hereafter 
be  given,  granted,  sold,  bequeathed,  or  devised  unto 
Chem,  or  either  of  them,  as  Trustees  of  the  said  Free 
School  and  Asylum,  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate,  capable  of  making  sucli  grant,  and 
to  dispose  of  ihe  same  x  Providedf  The  clear  annual  in- 
come of  property  to  be  acquired  by  said  corporation 
shall  at  no  time  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  cor* 
poration,  by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid,  be,  and  shall 
be  hereafter,  capable,  in  law  and  equity,  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  elsewhere,  in  as  effectual  a  manner  as 
other  persons  or  corporations  can  sue  or  be  sued  \  and 
that  they  shall  adopt  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the 
same  to  use,  alter,  or  exchange,  at  pleasure  ;  that  tliey 
may  appoint  such  officers  as  they  shall  deem  necessary 
and  proper,  to  assign  them  their  duties,  and  regulate  their 
compensation,  and  to  remove  any  or  all  of  them,  and 
appoint  others,  as  often  as  they  shall  think  fit ;  and  the 
said  corporation  shall  make  such  by  laws  as  may  be  use- 
ful for  the  Government  and  support,  and  for  the  general 
accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  the  said  Asylum,  as 
hereinafter  mentioned  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  in  furce  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  same  to  alter, 
amend,  or  abrogate,  at  pleasure. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
a  meeting  of  the  regular  annual  contributors  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Georgetown  Free  School  and  Orphan  Asylum, 
in  the  month  of  June  in  each  year,  the  hour  and  day  and 
manner  of  giving  notice  for  which  to  be  regulated  by  the 
by-laws{  at  u  hich  meeting,  by  those  who,  from  the  by- 
laws, may  be  qualified  to  vote»  nine  female  managers 
shall  be  elected,  who  shall  appoint  a  President  and  Se* 
cretary,  and  may  fill  vacancies  in  their  own  board  until 
the  next  annual  election;  and  that  their  duties  shall  be 
regulated  by  the  by-laws. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  with  i  he  con- 
sent and  approbation  of  the  parent,  g*jardian,  or  fiiends, 
who  may  have  the  care  of  any  male  or  female  child,  or 
where  a  child  may  be  destitute  of  any  friend  or  protector, 
the  same  may  be  received  into  the  Georgetown  Free 
School  and  Orphan  Asylum,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  made  by  the  by- laws,  and  tiiere  protected,  in* 
structed,  and  supported;  and  that  they  shall  not  thereafter 
be  wi  lidrawn,  or  be  at  liberty  themselves  to  withdraw, 
from  the  Free  School  and  Asylum,  without  the  consent 
or  dismissal  of  the  corporation  aforesaid,  until,  if  a  nule* 
be  sli|ill  have  attained  the  ag#  of  twenty-one  years,  or,  if 
a  female,  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  but,  up  to  the  ages 
aforesaid,  respectively,  they  shall  remain  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  said  corporation,  unless  they  may,  by  the 
same,  be  exonerated  from  service  previous  to  attaining 
those  ages,  respectively,  and  the  said  corporation  aball 
have  the  power  to  bind  any  child  under  then*  care,  for 
the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  some  useful 


trade,  occupation,  or  profession,  under  such  conditions 
as  may  be  determined  by  the  by-laws,  a  copy  of  which 
conditions  shall  be  delivered  to,  and  they  shall  be  bind- 
ing on,'  every  person  to  whom  any  child  may  be  so  bound; 
that  children  may  be  received  into  the  schools  for  daily 
attendance,  whose  parents  or  guardians  are,  or  may  be, 
unable  to  pay  for  their  instruction,  or  whose  parents  or 
guardians  may  contribute  towards  the  support  of  the 
Free  School  and  Asylum,  under  such  regulations  as  may 
be  nnade  in  the  by-laws. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  vacancy 
which,  from  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  may  hap- 
pen in  the  board  of  trustees,  shall  be  filled  according  to 
the  mode  to  be  prescribed  in  the  by-laws  ;  that  they  may 
hold  such  meetings  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and,  to 
give  form  to  their  proceedings,  may  appoint  such  officers 
as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  provide  proper  checks 
and  responsibilities  for  the  security  of  the  property  and 
fundi*  of  the  corporation  afuresai<!l$  that  they  shall  keep  a 
journal  of  their  proceedings,  upon  whicli  the  by-laws 
shall  be  recorded;  and  that  they  shall  make  report  at  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  June,  of  the  affairs  and  con- 
dition of  the  institution  for  the  preceding  year. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  public  surveys  to  be  connected  with  the^ 
line  ol  demarcation  between  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Illinois. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  and  required  to 
cause  the  public  lands  lying  along  the  line  of  demareation 
between  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  as  established 
by  the  joint  sanction  of  those  States,  to  be  surveyed  in 
connection  with  said  line  on  either  side  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  allow  for 
the  service  to  be  performed  under  this  act,  such  further 
compensation,  in  addition  to  [the]  regular  price  now  au- 
thorized by  law,  as  to  him  shall  appear  to  be  just  and  rea* 
soQable,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  regular  appropriation  for 
surveying  public  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 

AN  ACT  further  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Bo«rd  of 
Canal  Commissioners  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

JBe  it  enacted,  &c  That  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  State  of  Alabama  to  superintend  the  improvement 
of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  their  successors  in  office,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  suspend  the  improve- 
ment ol  so  much  of  said  river  as  is  below  Florence,  in 
said  State,  and  every  other  part  of  the  came,  until  the 
canal  and  other  improvements  between  Lamb's  fenr  and 
Campbell's  ferry  shall.have  been  completed,  any  thing  in 
the  act  entitled  *<  An  act  to  grant  cerUin  relinquished 
and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  Sute  of  Alabama,  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Tennes* 
see,  Coosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black  Warrior  rivers,"  approv- 
ed twenty-third  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  to  the  contrary  not  jrithstanding. 

Approved:  March  2, 1833. 

AN  ACT  prescribing  the  mode  by  which  Patents  for 
Public  Lands  shall  be  signed  and  executed. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Presi. 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  a  Secretary,  with  a 
saUry  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  Preai- 
dent,  to  sign  his  nane^  and  for  him,  all  patents  for  lands 
•old  or  granted  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Sutes. 
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Sec  2.  Jmd  he  it  fiuihtr  enaeUdt  That  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  ii  force  until  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  tbirty-aeven,  and  no 
longer. 

Approred:  March  3,  1833. 


AN  ACT  to  revive  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  aupplemen- 
tary  to  the  several  Uwifor  the  sale  of  public  lands." 

Beiienaded^hc.  That  in  all  cases  in  which  persons 
were  settlers  or  occupants  of  the  public  land  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
two,  and  were  authorised  to  enter  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  entitled,  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  seve- 
ral laws  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,"  approved  April 
5th,  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  were 
prevented  from  making  their  entries,  in  consequence  of 
the  public  surveys  not  having  been  made  and  retunied, 
or  where  the  land  was  not  attached  to  any  land  district, 
or  where  the  same  has  been  reserved  from  sale  in  conse- 
quence of  a  disputed  boundary  between  two  States,  or 
between  a  State  and  Territory,  ttie  said  occupants  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  aaid  lands  on  the  same  condi- 
tions, in  every  respect,  as  were  prescribed  in  said  act, 
within  one  year  after  the  surveys  are  made,  or  the  land 
attached  to  a  land  district,  or  the  boundary  line  establish- 
ed; and  if  the  land  shall  be  proclaimed  tor  sale  before 
the  expiration  of  one  year  as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  set- 
tlers or  occupanta  shall  be  permiited  to  enter  before  the 
sale  thereof. 

Approved:  March  2, 1833. 

AN  ACT  to  establish  a  town  at  St.  Marks,  in  Florida. 

£e  ii  enaded^  Uc,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  so  much 
of  the  public  lands  at  or  near  St.  Marks,  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  be  laid  ofT  into 
town  Iota,  no^to  contain  more  than  one  quarter  of  an 
acre  each,  and  into  streets,  avenues,  and  out  lots,  and 
public  squares,  for  the  use  of  the  town  «  and,  whenever 
the  survey  of  the  same  shall  be  completed,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  surveyor  fur  the  Territory  of  Florida,  "to 
cauae  two  plats  thereof  to  be  made  out,  ou  which  the 
town  and  out  lots  shall  be  respectively  designated  by  pro- 
gressive numbers  {  one  of  which  shall  be  transmitted, 
with  a  copy  of  the  fivld  notes,  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  OiBce,  and  the  other  to  the  Uegister 
of  the  Land  Office  for  the  proper  district  *  FrmM, 
Tha*  the  President  may  adopt,  if  he  shall  approve,  such 
plan  as  may  have  been  already  reported  to  the  General 
Land  Office. 

Sec.  2.  Jndbe  it  further  enaded.  That  the  aforesaid 
town  and  out  lots  at  said  site,  with  the  exception  of  such 
of  them  as  the  President  may  reserve  for  fortifications, 
shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Register  and  Keceiver  of  the  proper 
land  office,  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  President 
shall,  by  public  proclamation,  designate  for  that  purpose; 
and  all  lots  remaining  unsold  a  the  closing  of  the  public 
sales  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  at  the  pro- 
per Land  Office :  Provided,  1'hat  no  town  lot  shall  be  sold 
for  less  than  twent)  -five  dollars,  nor  any  out  lot  for  less 
than  at  tlie  rate  of  twenty  .five  dollars  per  acre;  and  they 
shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  on  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  are  provided  for  the  disposal  of  the 
other  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  JInd  be  it  further  enaded^  That  previous  to  of- 
fering the  aforesaid  town  and  out  lots  at  public  sale,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  cause  the  value  of 
any  improvements  that  may  have  been  made  thereon  to 
be  ascertained  in  such  manner  as  he  may  prescribe  for 
that  purpose;  and  the  purchaser  at  public  sale  of  any  lot 
upon  which  there  are  such  itnprovemen's,  other  than  the 


owner  thereof,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  sum  to  be  paid  to 
the  United  States,  be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  pay  ti> 
the   owner  of  the  improvements,  the  value  o(  tbem  as 
thus  ascertained;  and,  if  payment  therefor  ahatt  lot  be 
made  upon  the  day  on  which  the  sante  was  puiihsatdr 
the  lot  shall  be  again  offered  at  public  sale  on  the  sat 
day  of  sale,  and  such  person  shall  not  be  capable  of  ^ 
coming  the  purchaser  of  that  or  of  any  other  lot  offend 
at  that  public  sale:  Pnmdad^  That,  if  any  lot  so  ofimd 
and  bid  off"  on  the  last  day  of  the  public  aalestiaU  no*  be 
thus  paid  for,  the  same   nnay  be  entered  at   private  sale, 
upon  paying  to  the  United  States  the  sum  at  which  it  was 
bid  off,  and  to  the  owner  of  the  improvements  the  pre- 
viously ascertained  value  thereof?  And  pramied  JmikOf 
That  the  President  be  not  authorised  to  ofTer  any  part  i 
said  town  lots  for  sale,  till  he  aliall  be  satisfied  'that  Ibe 
site  proposed  for  said  town  is    not  included  within  tlie 
limits  of  any  conflicting  Spanish  title,  which  way  aot  be 
released,  or  decided  to  be  invalid. 
Approved:  March 3,  1833. 

AN  ACT  granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  tte 
location  of  Revolutionary  bounty  land  vamnts. 

Be  it  enaded,  kc.  That  the  further  quantity  of  tw» 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  be,  and  ihe  mmekkeK' 
by,  appropriated,  in  addition  to  the  quantiCf  ttereiakK 
appropria  ed  by  the  act  entitled  **  An  met  fartht  TtiieE 
of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Wri^osa  We  aad 
navy,  and  of  the  Continental  army  during  the  Ucvob- 
tionary  war,"  approved  the  thirtieth  May,  one  thoosiiid 
eight  hundred  and  thirty,  and  the  act«  entitled  **  Aa  set 
to  estend  the   time  of  issuing  military  butd  warraats  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  war,"  approred 
the  thirteenth  July,  one  thousand    eight  bumfaed  aod 
thirty-two  :  which  said  appropriations  aball  be  applied  ia 
the  manner  provided  by  the  said  acta,  to  the  unatidied 
warrants,  whether  ori|ginal  or  duplicate,  which  have  been 
or  may  be  issued  as  therein  directed,  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  and  other*,  as  described  in  said  acts :  Premdii, 
That  the  said   certificates  of  scrip  shall  be  receivable  ia 
payment  of  any  of  the  public  lands  liable  to  sale  at  pri- 
vate entry. 

Approved:  M<irch  2«  1833. 

AN  ACT    to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  se- 
ven, entitled  *'  An  act  to  prevent  scittkinenta  bua^ 
made  on  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States,  unul  au- 
thorised bylaw." 

Be  it  enaded,  &e.  That  all  offences  prescribed  in  the 
act,  entitled  **  An  Act  to  prevent  settlements  being  made 
on  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  until  authorized  by 
law,"*approved  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  e^^ 
hundred  and  seven,  when  committed  upcm  public  hods 
not  situated  within  any  State,  or  organized  Teninanal 
Government,  sliall  be  cognizable  in  the  District  Covn 
of  the  United  States,  held  in  the  Sute  nearest  wkere 
the  said  offence  may  have  been  committed  :  and  the  of- 
fenders, upon  conviction,  shall  be  punished  acconlli^r* 
ly.  And  the  said  Court  shall  also  have  jurisdic;k»  m 
hear  and  determine  all  suits  or  prosecutions,  iiiS'ituud 
for  the  recovery  of  all  finea  and  penalties  impoaed  by  i^ 
said  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd.  That  it  shall  be  hv- 
ful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  direct  tbe 
agents  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  Rock  Island*  or  eiilicr  d 
them,  when  offences  againat  the  said  act  ahall  he  coaa^- 
ted  on  lands  recently  acquired  by  treaty  ftom  tlie  Sac  aad 
Pox  Indians,  to  execote  and  perform  all  the  daMs  re- 
quired by  the  said  act  to  be  performed  by  the  aunfaah 
in  such  moile  as  to  giw  full  effect  to  the  said  act,  in  aad 
over  the  lands  acquired  as  aforesaid. 
Approved:  March  2, 1833. 
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AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  the  Conrention  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Two 
Sicilies,  concluded  at  Naples  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two. 
Be  it  enadedt  6fc.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Se- 
nate, shall  appoint  three  Commissioners,  who  shall  form 
a  board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  and  examine 
all  claims  which  may  be  presented  to  them  under  the 
Convention  between  the  United  States  and  the  King  of 
the  Two  Sicilies,  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  which  are  pro- 
vided for  by  the  said  Convention,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  same,  and  the  principles  of  justice,equity,and 
the  law  of  nations.  The  said  Bbard  shall  have  a  Secre- 
tary, versed  in  the  French  and  Italian  languages,  and  a 
clerk,  both  to  be  appomted  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  And  the 
Commissionerk,  Secretary,  and  Clerk,  shall,  before  they 
enter  on  the  duties  of  their  oflBces,  take  oath  well  and 
faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  Jtnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Con)- 
missioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations,  not  contravening 
the  laws  of  the  land,  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the 
provisions  of  the  said  Convention  for  carrying  their  said 
commission  into  full  and  complete  effect. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  members 
o^  the  board  so  constituted  shall  meet  at  the  city  oi 
Washington,  and  their  s«laries  shall  begin  to  be  allowed 
within  thirty  days  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  Convention  shall  have  been  proclaimed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales;  and,  within  one  year 
from  the  time  of  said  meeting,  they  shall  terminate  their 
duties.  And  the  Secretary  of  State  is  required,  as  soon 
as  the  said  proclamation  of  the  President  shall  have 
been  made,  to  give  notice  of  the  said  meeting  {  to  be 
published  in  two  newspapers  in  Washington,  and  in 
such  other  papers  as  he  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  records, 
documents,  or  other  papers,  which  now  are  in,  or  here- 
after during  the  continuance  of  this  commission  may 
come  into  the  poMes»ion  of  the  Department  of  State,  in 
relation  to  such  cUims,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  com- 
mission aforestid. 

Sec.  5.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  compen- 
sation of  the  respective  officers,  for  whose  app  iintroent 
provision  is  made  by  this  act,  shall  not  exceed  the  foU 
lowing  sums,  namely  :  To  each  of  the  said  Commission- 
ers, at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum ;  and  Vt  the  clerk,  at  the  rate  of  fif 
teen  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  And  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  be,  and  he  is  herrby,  authorized 
to  make  such  provision  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  commission,  as  fchall  appear  to  him  reasonable 
and  proper  ;  and  the  said  salaries  and  expenses  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  6.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  list  of 
all  the  sevi;ral  awards  made  by  them;  a  certified  copy 
thereof  shall  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who  shall  thereupon  distribute  in  rateable 
proportions,  among  the  persons  in  whose  favor  the 
awards  shall  have  been  made,  such  moneys  as  may  have 
been  received  into  the  Treasury  in  virtue  of  this  act, 
according  to  the  proportions  which  their  respective  a- 
wards  shall  bear  to  the  j^hale  amount  then  received, 
first  deducting  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  due  the 
United  States  from  said  persons  in  whose  favor  said 
awards  shall  be  made;  and  shall  cause  certificates  to  be 
issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  such  form 


as  he  may  prescribe,  showing  the  proportion  to  which 
each  may  be  entitled  of  the  amount  that  may  thereafter 
be  received;  and  on  the  presentation  of  the  said  certifi- 
cates at  the  Treasury,  as  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  gene- 
ral Instalments^  payable  by  the  Neapolitan  Government, 
shall  have  been  received,  such  proportions  thereof  shall 
be  paid  to  the  legal  holders  of  the  said  certificates. 

Sec.  7.  Jind  ^  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  cause  the  se- 
veral instalments,  with  the  interest  thereon,  payable  to 
the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  said  Convention,  to  be 
received  from  the  Neapolitan  Government,  and  transferr- 
ed to  the  United  States,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem 
best,  and  the  nett  proceeds  thereof  to  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated,  to  sa- 
tisfy the  awards  herein  provided  for. 

Sec  8.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  communi- 
cations to  and  from  the  Secretary  of  theBoard  of  Commis- 
sioners, on  the  business  of  the  Commisnon,  shall  pass  by 
mail  free  of  postage. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as  soon  as  said 
Commission  shall  be  executed  and  completed,  the  re- 
cords, documents,  and  all  other  papers,  in  the  possession 
of  the  commission  or  its  officers,  shall  be  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretanr  of  State. 

Approved.  March  3,  1833 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  to  sell  the  land  granted  to  said  Territory  by 
an  act  of  Congress  approved  the  fifteenth  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  whenever  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  a  sufficient  description  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  thousand  acres  of  land,  granted  by  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  fifteenth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  for  the  erection  ' 
of  a  coart*house  and  jail  in  the  town  of  Little  Rock,in  the 
Territory  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued  for  said 
thousand  acres  of  land,  to  the  Governor  of  Arkansas,  and 
his  successors  in  office,  in.  trusty  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  fur  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  court 
house  and  jad  at  Little  Rock. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Governor 
of  the  said  Territory  of  Arkansas  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ful- 
ly empowered  and  authorized  to  lay  off  into  town  lots, 
conforming,  as  near  as  practicable,  to  the  present  pUn 
of  tlie  town  of  Little  Rock,  so  much  of  said  grant  of  a 
thousand  acres  of  land  as  he  may  deem  advisable  so  to  be 
appropriated;  and  that  he  be  further  authorized  to  sell 
the  same,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  public  interest  may 
require;  and  the  residue  of  said  grant,  which  may  not  be 
laid  off  into  town  lots  corresponding  with  the  plan  of  the 
said  town  of  Little  Rock,  he  shall  be  authorized  to  dis* 
pose  of,  in  such  lots  or  p-rcels  as  he  may  deem  advisa- 
ble; but,  in  ro  case  shall  he  be  authorized  to  sell,  unless 
he  shall  give  public  notice  of  such  sale  by  an  advertise- 
ment in  one  or  more  newspapers  printed  in  the  Territo- 
ry of  Arkansas;  and  said  sale  shall  be  public  at  the  court- 
house in  the  town  of  Little  Ruck. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  suita- 
ble situations  cannot  be  had,  free  of  cost  to  the  Territo- 
ry, for  the  location  of  the  Stae  house,  as  well  as  for  the 
court-house  and  {ail  in  the  town  of  Little  Rock,  the  Go- 
vernor aforesaid  shall  be,and  he  is  hereby,  fully  authorized 
to  select  and  lay  off  suitable  squares  for  each  of  those  build* 
ings,  within  the  addition  hereunto  authorized  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  town  of  Little  Rock;  and  that  the  squsres  so  se- 
lected and  laid  off  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
respective  buildings  for  which  they  may  be  designated, 
and  lor  no  other  purpose  whatsoever,  forever. 
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Sec.  4.  jSnd  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  the  Governor 
■hall  execute  deedi  for  the  lots  he  may  sell  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  purchasers,  so  soon  as  the  pur- 
chasers shall  pay  off*  entirely  the  amount  they  may  have 
bid  for  any  tot  or  lots,  and  all  s^les  shall  be  for  cash. 

Sec.  5.  Jnd  be  it  furtker  enacted.  That,  so  soon  as  the 
Governor  aforesaid  shall  dispose  of  lots,  he  shall  apply  the 
proceeds  of  said  sales  to  the  erection  of  a  good  and  sub- 
ftantial  court-house  and  jail;  and,  after  these  shall  have 
been  completed,  should  there  be  any  funds  remaining', 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Governor  to  apply  the  surplus 
thus  remaining  to  the  erection  of  a  suitable  and  perma- 
nent house  for  the  residence  of  the  present  and  future 
Govtfnurs  of  Arkansas,  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

Approved:  March  3,  1833. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
officers  and  seamen  who  were  lost  in  the  United  States' 
schooner  Sylph. 

Be  it  enaeted,  &c.  That,  the  widows^  if  any  such  there 
be,  and  in  case  there  be  no  widow,  the  child  or  children, 
and  if  there  be  no  child,  then  the  parents  or  parent,  and, 
if  there  be  no  parent,  then  the  brothers  or  sisters,  of  the 
officers  and  seamen  who  were  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  lost  in  the  schooner  Sylph,  shall  be  entitled 
to,  and  receive,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  a  sum  equal  to  six  months'  pav 
of  their  respective  deceased  relatives  aforesaid,  in  addi' 
tion  to  the  pay  due  to  the  aaid  deceased  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  Auf^st«  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thiriy- 
one,  to  which  day  the  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the  said  de- 
ceased shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy  Departntent. 

Approved:  March  3, 1833. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

A  RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  delivery  of  certain 
papers  m  the  Department  of  Stale  to  the  Commissioners 
for  Settling  Claims  under  the  Treaty  with  France,  of 
the  second  of  February  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
andihirt}-two. 

Beeohfedf  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is 
hereby «  authorized  to  deliver  to  the  CommiMionrrs  for 
the  Settlement  of  Claims  under  the  treaty  with  Prance, 
ratified  snd  confirmed  on  the  second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  iiundred  and  thirty-two,  the  evidences  of 
any  claim  submitted  tO|  and  rejected  by  the  commissi- 
oners for  the  settlement  of  claims  under  the  treaty  with 
Spain,  which  was  made  on  the  twenty-iiecond  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineieeiirand  final- 
ly ratified  and  confirmed  on  the  twenty.second  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -one,  which 
evidences  shall  be  returned  to  the  Department  or  State 
when  the  Commission  shall  ezp'.re. 

Approved:  February  19,  1833. 

A  RESOLUTION  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act 
supplementary  to  the  ''Act  for  the  Belief  of  certain 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution." 

JUsolved,  &c.  Tiiat,  in  the  execution  of  the  nci  supple- 
mentary to  the  **Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,"  approved  June  sev- 
enth, one  thou  and  eight  hundred  and  thirty  -two,  wher- 1 


ever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  any  appficnt  for  a  pea- 
sion  under  said  act  entered  the  army  of  the  renkitiong  in 
pursuance  of  a  contract  with  the  Government,  wide  previ- 
ous to  the  eleventh  dsy  of  April,  one  tbocuand  Kvn  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  and  continued  in  service  BiA^>tf)cr 
that  period,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  ofWw  to 
compute  the  period  of  any  such  applicant's  service,  ^nm 
the  time  he  then  entered  the  army,  and  until  the  (kte  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  and  to  allow  lua  a  pe9n<n 
accordingly. 
Approved  I  March  3, 1833. 

A  RESOLUTION  for  the  relief   of  sundiy  owaen  cf 
vessels  sunk  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore. 

ReBolved,  he.  That  the  memorial  of  John  S.  Stiks^  lad 
the  memorial  of  the  owners  of  vessels,  taken    and  soak 
for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  during  the  late  war,  vith  the 
papers  and  documents  referred  to  the  OomakxjBt  09 
Claims  of  the  House  of  Representathrea  in  the  cms 
aforesaid, be  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  for  his  decnicn 
under  the  act  of  May  twenty -nine,  eighteen  bandied  a'd 
thirty,  '*  for  the  relief  of  auiidry  owners  of   vesKb  saok 
for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  {"  which  dedsum  sfaaQ  be 
subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Ktn- 

Approvedt  March  2, 1833. 

A  RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  SecntaK}  ^  ^ar  to 

correct  certain  miatikcs. 

RestOoed^he,  That  if  it  shall  be  made  satii&cUirilv  t? 
appear  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  in  the  treaties  cos- 
eluded  ill  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  t&iity  tvs^ 
with  the  Potawatamie  Induins,  in  tlie  State  of  Indisai, 
that  in  the  proper  schedules  accompsmyinr  the  mme, 
mistakes  were  made  in  writing  the  names  of  person  to 
whom  payments  were  to  be  made,  such  mistakes  may  be 
corrected  and  the  payments  made  accordingly. 

AppK>ved:  March  2;  1833. 

A  RESOLUTION    providing    for    the  continuation  of 
Gales  and  Seaton's  Compilation  of  Stale  Papers. 

Raotoed^  &c  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  se- 
cond of  March,  one  thousand  eight  huadrrd  and  tiitrty» 
authorizing  a  subscription  to  a  ccmpihtioR  otCumg  1 1  mini  . 
al  Documents,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  cztemled 
to  t  he  continuation  of  said  compilaUon  propQKd  \o  be  ex* 
ecuted  by  Galea  and  Seaton  ;  and  that  the  cop«ra  el  xbe 
said  continuation  when  completed,  ahall  be  distribtfled  to 
the  members  of  the  twenty -second  Congre«,  and  in  suca 
other  manner  aa  Congress  sltall  he  reafter  direct :  IVat- 
ded.  The  said  continuation  shall  be  limited  to  eight  izL 
umes. 

Approved:  March  S,  1833. 

A  UESOLUTION  to  place  thirty  copiesaTtbe  Dipkaastx 
Correspondence  of  the  American  Revolution  at  tbe 
disposition  of  the  Secretary'  of  State. 

Renohed,  &c.  That  thirty  copies  of  Sparks'  Diptomttc 
Correspondence  of  the  Revolution,  now  in  the  custodi  lI 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  pboedi' 
the  disposition  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  fcr  the  use  a( 
the  diplomatic  agents  of  the  United  States  in  fwe^ 
countries. 

Approved:  March  2,  1833. 
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American  State  Papers,  a  proposition  for  extending  the 
subscription  to  a  continuation  of  the  work;  reso- 
lution ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  after- 
wards passed,  786. 

Calhoun,  Mr.,  his  resolutions  declaratory  of  the  nature  and 
powers  of  the  Government,  191, 750}  laid  on  the 
table,  785. 

Chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pise  appointed,  6. 

Commercial  statements,  a  resolution  for  printing  the  an* 
nual  statements  of  commerce  and  navigation  was 
taken  up,  6;  agreed  to,  7;  considered  and  laid 
on  the  table,  10. 

Constitutional  powers,  Mr.  Clayton's  resolution  on  the 
subject,  231. 

Crimes,  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  more  effi- 
cient punishment  of  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  12. 

Cumberland  road,  a  bill  for  continuing  this  road  from 
Vandalia  to  Jefferson,  51;  taken  up,  119?  re- 
sumed, 359,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading; 
bill  passed,  486. 

District  Code  of  Laws,  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  re- 
cess of  Congress,  786. 

Documents  in  the  State  Department,  a  resolution  for  em- 
ploying^ temporary  clerks  for  copying  documents 
in  relation  to  the  French  treaty  of  inuemnity,  79; 
taken  up,  122;  agreed  to,  123. 

Duties  on  imports,  a  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  imposts,  150;  taken  up,  280,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed;  bill  passed,  688. 

Endless  life,  a  petition  for  land  from  persons  who  pro- 
fessed to  have  discovered  endless  life,  referred, 
98. 

Explanation  by  Mr.  Clay,  in  relation  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing between  Mr.  Poindexter  and  Mr.  Webster, 
810. 

Force  bill.     (See  Duiiet.) 

Frauds  on  the  revenue,  a  resolution  for  inquiring  into 
the  expediency  of  making  further  provision  for 
the  protection  of  the  revenue,  11,  agreed  to; 
bill  taken  up,  244;  ordered  lo  be  engrossed, 
601;  passed,  688. 

French  spoliations,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of 
claims  due  to  certain  American  citizens,  5;  re- 
ferred; reported  with  an  amendment,  12;  a  bill 
reported  and  taken  up,  98;  agreed  to,  99. 

Government,  on  the  nature  and  powers  of,  (see  Mr.  Col- 
hoan's  resolution,)  191,  750. 

Interest  to  States,  a  bill  providing  for  the  final  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  Slates,  6. 

Lands,  public,  notice  given  by  Mr.  Clay  of  his  intention 
of  again  bringing  forward  his  bill  for  disposing 
of  the  public  land,  5;  bill  introduced,  6,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  bill 
reported  with  a  proposed  amendment;  taken  up, 
61;  ordered  to  a  tiiird  reading,  231;  bill  passed, 
235. 
the  amendments  of  the  Flouse  to  the  bill  were  taken 

up,  809,  and  agreed  to. 
a  bill  granting  a  township  to  Indiana,  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri, and  Alabama,  a  township  each,  fur  the  pro- 
motion of  female  education,  82;  State  of  Ohio 
added;  laid  on  the  table, 
patents,  a  bill  describing  the  mode  by  which  land 
patents  may  be  signed,  150;  bill  passed,  150. 

Vol.  ly.— tf 


Light-houses,  a  bill  was  received  from  the  House  on  the 
last  evening  of  the  session,  and  read  a  first  time; 
but  Mr.  Grundy  objecting  to  its  being  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  as  it  could  not  be  so  read  at  that 
time  but  with  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was^ 
of  course,  rejected,  812. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  a  bill  to  autliorize  the  pur- 
chase of  the  private  stock  in,  359;  laid  on  the 
Uble,  360. 

Members,  a  list  of  the,  1. 

Military  orders,  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  President 
for  copies  of  the  military  orders  given  to  the 
forces  in  South  Carolina,  377;  postponed,  378; 
resumed,  405$  agreed  lo,  433. 

Missouri  canal,  a  bill  granting  land  to  enable  the  State  to 
open  a  canal  m  the  Big  Swamp,  12. 

Order,  points  of,  300,  480. 

Pension  agency  at  Decatur,  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of, 
809;  laid  on  the  table,  810. 

Postage,  a  proposition  for  introducing  a  bill  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  postage,  27;  discussed;  agreed  to, 
40. 

Powers  of  the  Government,  Uiree  resolutions  defining 
these  powers,  191,  750;  laid  on  the  table,  785. 
six  resolutions  offered  as  substitutes,  192. 

President  pro  tempore  balloted  for;  Mr.  White,  of  Ten- 
nessee, elected,  2. 
his  acknowledgments  to  the  Senate,  3. 

President's  message  received,  3.  (See  the  Jppendix  for 
a  copy  of  it  .J 
veto  on  the  bill  of  last  session,  providing  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  claims  of  States  for  inte- 
rest on  advances  to  the  United  States  during  the 
late  war,  3;  laid  on  the  table,  4. 

Presidential  election,  a  day  fixed  for  counting  the  electo- 
ral voteft,  359;  the  votes  counted,  and  Andrew 
Jackson  was  declared  to  be  elected  President, 
and  Martin  Van  Buren  Vice  President,  487. 

Printer  to  Congress,  the  resolution  for  his  election  taken 
up,  587. 

Proclamation,  a  copy  of  the  President's,  in  relation  to 
South  Carolina,  called  for,  99;  proposition  laid 
on  the  table,  100;  agreed  to»  104. 

Revenue.  (See  IVauds  on,  ami  Duties.) 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  called  upon  for  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  articles  of  forei^  growth  or  manu- 
facture on  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  duties  ought 
to  be  reduced,  &c.,  8;  agreed  to,  27. 

Senate  called  to  order  bv  the  Secretary,  2. 

Sheathing  copper,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  amend  the 
several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  661 . 

South  Carolina  resolutions,  in  reply  to  the  President's 
proclamation,  80. 

Spanish  claims,,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  obtaining  evidence  deposited  in  the  State  De- 
partment, 38;  agreed  to. 

Special  order,  a  resolution  for  changing  the  hour  of  taking 
it  up,  agreed  to,  359. 

Standing  committees  appointed,  4. 

Tariff,  a  resolution  introduced  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  furnish  the  project  of  a  bill 
for  reducing  the  duties  on  imports,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  suggestions  in  his  report,  6. 
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TAiiff^  t  bill  to  modify  the  Tirioat  actt  impoting^  duties  | 
on  imports.  462;  the  bill  reported  with  amend- 
ment!, 601  {  the  bill  taken  up  and  discusted, 
690(  laid  on  the  Uble,  785. 

resolutions!  offered  by  Mr.  Webster,  483$  laid  on 
the  table^  492. 

the  bill  from  the  House  to  modify  the  existing  ta- 
riflT,  was  received,  and  both  bills  were  onured 
to  lie  on  the  table,  785$  the  bill  from  the 
House  taken  up,  786;  consideration  resumed, 
7^1  bill  passed,  809. 
Treasurer's  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  finances,  3. 
Votes  of  absentees,  an  unsuccessful  motion  to  permit 

their  names  to  be  recorded,  688. 
Yeas  and  nays,  on  considering  the  resolution  for  a  reduc* 
tion  of  duties,  16. 

resolution  for  the  reducdon  of  the  rates  of  post* 
age,  49. 

on  amendment  to  the  resolution  calling  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  statement  of  fo- 


reign articles  on  whicli  the  duty  nay  be  nk- 

ed,  50,  59,  60. 
on  postponing  Mr.  Clty'g  knd  blU,  81, 133. 
on  postponing  the  force  bill,  187. 
on  the  land  bill,  229,  230, 231, 232, 235. 
postponing  the  revenue  collection  biQ,  246, 404. 
strik'mg  out  the  3d  section  of  the  ieTeniKbill,48j. 
references  of  the  bill  to  inodi^  the  tviiT,  48i 
on  the  passage  of  the  CamberuiDd  roid  bill,  485. 
on  amendments  to  the  revenue  colle€tionbiIl,SlS, 

519,  595,  601. 
on  a  question  touching  the  election  of  printer,  5S3 
engrossing  the  revenue  coUectioo  biD,  601. 
on  the  passage  of  do.,  688. 
on  striking  out  the  2d  section  of  the  bill  to  vd- 

dify  the  Uriff,  734. 
on  adding  a  9th  section  to  the  bill,  734. 
on  striking  out  the  3d  tnd  6th  lectioosofdo,  7^4 
on  adding  a  new  section  to  do.,  725. 
on  the  passage  of  the  hill,  809. 
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Bell,  llr.,  from  New  Hampshire,  on  modifying  the  tariff, 

485,  718, 742. 
Benton,  Mr.,  from  Missouri,  on  the  reduction  of  postsge, 

31. 
Cumberland  road,  51,  119. 
Und  bill,  208,  230. 

modification  of  the  tariff,  485,  713,  720. 
electing  a  printer  to  Congress,  587,  588. 
Bibb,  Mr.,  from  Kentucky,  on  printing  commercial  state- 
ments, 10. 
a  reduction  of  certain  duties,  26. 
reduction  of  postage  37,  46. 
public  lands,  79. 
the  force  bill,  174»  178. 
revenue  collection  bill,  264,  280,  412,  413,  487, 

488,  489,  600. 
bill  modifying  the  tariff,  701,  720,  807. 
Black,  Mr.,  from  Mississippi,  on  public  lands,  104,  229, 

on  the  bill  modifying  the  tariff,  702. 
Brown,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  a  proposition  fur 

a  reduction  of  duties,  17,  20,  25,  51. 
force  bill,  183. 

revenue  collection  bill,  333,  413. 
calling  for  copies  of  military  orders,  409. 
Buckner,  Mr.,  from  Miasouri,  on  a  reduction  of  duties,  27. 
on  reducing  the  rates  of  postage,  31,  42. 
public  lands,  81,  82,  112,  122. 
French  spoliations,  98. 
Cumberland  road,  119,  121. 
modification  of  the  tariff,    479,    485,  711,  713, 

719. 
Calhoun,  Mr.,  from  South  Carolins,  on  call  for  a  copy  of 

the  proclanution,  100. 
force  hill,  18-i. 
the  powers  of  the  Government,  187, 192,  237, 238, 

239,  240,  241,  243,  750,  785. 
land  bill,  234. 
the  revenue  collection  bill,  249,  252,  253,  254, 

255,  315,  403,  404,  500,  519,  589,  590,  591, 

687. 
on  calling  for  copies  of  military  orders,  408,  i09. 
modifying  the  tariff,  477,  485,  697,  699,  702,  715, 

719,  791. 
Chambers,  Mr.,  from  Maryland,  on  French  spolistions,  98. 
Cumberland  road,' 121. 
modifying  the  tariff,  480,  C93,  718,  719. 


Chambers,  Mr.,  on  electing  puhlic  printer,  5Sr,^ 
revenue  collection  bill,  590. 
resolution  for  extending  the  aibwiptotoKmer- 

can  State  Papers,  786.  . 

Clay,  Mr.,  from  Kentucky,  onthe  ledoettsticc^- 

foreign  goods,  50,  51. 
public  lands,  67.  81. 112,  122, 233.^,2.. 
French  spoliations,  98, 99. 
force  bill,  174>  178.  .^  ^^  ... ,; 

on  his  bill  for  modifying  the  tsnff.^^- 1; 

484^  690,   692,  694,  695, 696, 6^  /  •  :' 

711,   713.  716,  718,  723,  726. 739.  .'45.. - 

786,807.  ,^v-< 

Clayton,  Mr.,  from  Delaware,  on  the  rfdufWioi^ 

«8:e»  29,  30. 
Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions,  237. 
revenue  collection  bill,  S78, 5li       „., .; 
bill  to  modify  the  tariff,  693, 6M»3.  '^^ 
716,  717,  722,  726.  786, 800,«W.        ,.^ 
Dallas,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  rtfta*""^ 
bill,  414.  ^  -J, 

modifying  the  tariff,  486.  fi98.T«j2^,^,:i, 
Dickerson,  Mr.,  from  New  Jersey, « «<»*""" 

on  foreign  goods,  60.  ^^,  ««  fo] 

on  mJifying  the  tariff,  478, 4%  692,  eSo. 

713,720,745,749.785. 
Ewing.  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  the  reduction  of  p»-8 

on  the  land  bill,  159. 

revenue  collection  bill,  518, 6/6- 

electing  public  printer,  588. 

modifying  the  tariff.  795.        ,  .    ^^j^ 
Foot,   Mr.,  from  Connectictit.  on  pnn'«»J 
sutements,  10.  ^5 

on  a  reduction  of  postag^i  JJi  r»      y.  51, 
ditto  of  duties  on  fweirS^ 

Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions,  237.      ^ 

calling  for  copies  of  miliuijonlfn. 

modi^ing  the  tariff,  480.  708, 71/, 

revenue  collection  bill,  517. 

electing  public  printer,  588.         ^^ 
Forsyth,  Mr.,  from  Georgia,  on  cop) '"5 

State  Department,  79,  »'»^;:;..  precis- 

call  for  a  copy  of  the  South  Crohnspr^ 

103. 
on  the  land  bill,  232,  233. 
Mr.  C.dliounN  resolution^  ^4».  '^■ 
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Forsyth,  Mr.,  from  Georgfia,  on  revenue  collection  bill, 
403,  460,  589,  590,  593,  600. 
modifying:  the  UrifT  acts,  474,  476,  479,  480,  692, 
693,  695,  699,  702,  717,  718,  724,  726,  802. 
Frelinghuyscn,  Mr.,  from  New  Jersey,  on  a  reduction  of 
duties,  19. 
a  reduction  of  postage,  43. 
force  bill,  182. 

revenue  collection  bill,  312,  347. 
modifying  the  UriflT,  720,  792,  802. 
Grundy,  Mr.,  n-om  Tennessee,  on  a  reduction  of  post- 
age, 27,  29,  SO,  34,  37,  45. 
call  for  a  copy  of  South  Carolina  proclamation,  100, 

104. 
land  bill,  112,  174. 
force  bill,  174. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions,  192,  240,  785. 
revenue  collection  bill,  263,  403^  462,  488,  591, 

661. 
calling  for  copies  of  military  orders,  405,  406,  408, 

409,  430,  432. 
modifying  the  UrifT,  484, 485. 
Hendricks,  Mr.,  from  Indiana,  on  reduction  of  duties  on 

foreign  goods,  60. 
Hill,  Mr.,  from  New  Hampshire,  on  public  lands,  193. 

the  bill  for  modifying  the  tariff,  703. 
Holmes,  Mr.,  from  Maine,  on  printing  commercial  state- 
ments, 7,  8,  9. 
on  a  reduction  of  duties,  15,  19,  51,  52. 
a  reduction  of  postage,  30,  36,  49. 
Spanish  claims,  38. 

copying  documents  in  State  Department,  80. 
revenue  collection  bill,  348,  367,  413. 
modifying  the  tariff,  474,  479,  483. 
electing  public  printer,  588. 
the  bill  modifying  the  tariff,  697,  702,  708,  709, 
713,  718,  749,  805. 
Kane,  Mr.,  from  lUinoifl,  on  a  reduction  of  postage,  41. 
on  public  lands,  61. 

copying  documents  in  State  Department,  123. 
modifying  the  tariff,  479,  699,  724. 
revenue  collection  bill,  590. 
King,  Mr.,  from  Alabama,  on  a  reduction  of  duties,  13, 
16,  59. 
on  a  call  for  the  proclamation  respecting  South  Ca- 
rolina, 99. 
on  the  land  bill,  122. 
the  force  bill,  186. 

revenue  collection  bill,  403,  404,  488. 
calling  for  copies  of  military  orders,  408,  409. 
modifying  the  tariff,  480,  485. 
Knight,  Mr.,  from  Rhode  Island,  on  the  bill  relating  to 

sheathing  cepper,  661. 
Blangum,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  project  of  a 
tariff  bill,  8. 
on  a  reduction  of  duties,  21,  60. 
force  bill,  174,183. 

Mr.  Calhoun'aresolutionN  192,  236,  237,  243. 
revenue  collection  bill,  246,  403,  404,  590. 
modifying  the  tariff,  799. 
Miller,  Mr.,  from  South  Carolina,  on  reduction  of  post- 
age, 49. 
the  force  bill,  175,  185. 

revenue  collection  bill,  251,  260,  430,  433,  595. 
Moore,  Mr.,  from  Alabama,  on  the  land  bill,  122,  20^. 
on  the  revenue  collection  bill,  488,  489. 


Moore,  Mr.,  on  modifying  the  tariff,  702. 
Poindexter,  Mr.,  from  Mississippi,  on  callinp^  on  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  for  the  project  of  a  tariff 

bill,  7. 
on  printing  commercial  statements,  9, 10. 
reduction  of  duties,  12,  13, 14,  15,  17,  27,  49,  50, 

51,  59,  60,  61. 
reduction  of  postage,  45. 

certain  ameiraments  proposed  to  the  land  bill,  104. 
land  bill,  112,  119,  122, 123,  150. 
bill  providing  for  the  signing  of  land  patents,  150. 
force  bill,  179. 
on  calling  for  copies  of  military  orders,  377,  405, 

407,  409,  432. 
revenue  collection  bill,  404,  519,  589,  591,  602. 
modifying  the  tariff,  474,  701. 
Rives,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  the  revenue  collection  biO, 

492.       . 
Robbins,  Mr.,  fi-om  Rhode  Island,  on  modifying  the  tariff, 

715,  786,  787. 
Silsbee,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  copying  documents 

in  the  State  Department,  123. 
the  bill  for  modifying  the  tariff,  699,  719,  726, 

742,  802. 
Smith,  Mr.,  from  Maryland,  on  printing  commercial  state- 
ments^ 7,  9, 10. 
on  reduction  of  duties,  13,  15,  18,  50,  59. 
Cumberland  road,  119,  121. 
force  bill,  178. 

calling  for  copies  of  military  orders,  409. 
revenue  collection  bill,  517, 589,  592. 
sheatliing  copper  bill,  661. 
the  bill  modrifying  «h^  tariff,  693,  694,  695,  698, 

699,  704,  710,  716,  717,  719,  720,  724,  742, 

786. 
Sprague,  Mr.,  from  Maine,  on  a  reduction  of  duties,  18. 
recTuction  of  postage,  28,  32,  46. 
Spanish  claims,  38. 

copying  documents  in  Department  of  State,  123. 
revenue  collection  bill,  405. 
modifying  the  tariff,  474,  713,  745,  805. 
electing  public  printer,  588. 
Tyler,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  calling  upon  tlie  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  for  the  project  of  a  tariff  bill, 

8,11. 
on  a  reduction  of  duties,  20,  24. 
French  spoliations,  99. 
revenue  collection  bill,  360,  401,  402,  405. 
modifying  the  tariff,  701,  716. 
Webster,  Mr.,  from  Masiachuae^s,  p^  Spanish  claims,  38. 
on  French  spoliations,  98,  99. 
Und  bill,  122. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions,  237,  240,  774,  785. 
reveaue  collection  bill,  404^  405,  409,  412,  413, 

461,  518,  553,  590. 
modifying  the  Uriff,  478,  693,  709,  722,  723,  726, 

727,  801. 
Wilkins,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  force  bill,  183, 

184. 
on  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolutions,  243. 
the  revenue  collection  bill,  246,  403,  413,460,461, 

488,  590,  592,  687. 
calling  for  copies  of  military  orders,  409. 
on  modifying  the  Uriff,  693,  694,  713,  720. 
Wright,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  modifying  the  tariff, 

708,  717,  718,  726,  806. 
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Amendment  of  the  constitution,  providing  iliat  no  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  during  the  time  for  wtiich  he 
was  electeo,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  of 
trust  or  profit  unuer  the  United  States,  893 { 
postponed  bill  to  Monday  next,  894. 
a  resolution,  offered  at  the  last  session  by  Mr.  Root, 
for  amending  the  constitution,  was  called  up, 
940. 

Appolotroents  to  office  of  members  of  Congp-ess,  a  resolu- 
tion calling  on  the  President  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  list  of  all  the  appointments  of  members 
since  the  13th  of  April,  1826,  901;  agreed  to, 
911. 

Appropriations  for  the  navy.     (See  Naval  service. ) 

Appropriation  bill  (greneral)  for  the  year  18:>3,  taken  up, 
1921 1  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1936. 

Arsenal  at  Watervliet.     (See  WaieroUtt.) 

Asylums  for  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  a  bill  granting  a  town- 
ship of  land  to  the  New  England  asylum,  890; 
bill  rejected,  916. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
tlie  Treasury  on,  838. 
a  resolution  calling  for  a  copy  of  the  correspond- 
ence, from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  839. 
a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  Bank  stock  of  the 
United  SUtea,  reported,   1707;   bill  rejected, 
1722. 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

1898;  taken  up,  1922;  ajpeedto,  1936. 
report  from  the  minority  of  the  committee,  1902. 

Buenos  Ayres,  resolution  calling  on  the  President  to  com- 
municate the  correspondence  between  this  Go- 
vernment and  the  Republic  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
900;  agreed  to,  901. 
the  President  declines  to  communicate  the  copy  of 
the  correspondence  asked  for,  926. 

Chickasaw  treaty,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Clerk  of  tlie 
House  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of 
the  report  and  documents  made  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  on  the  subject  of  the  Chic- 
kasaw treaty;  motion  negatived,  854. 
subject  reconsidered,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble, 879. 

Coin  and  bullion,  a  resolution  calling  on  tlie  Director  of 
the  Mint  to  report  to  the  House  the  relative  va- 
lue of  g^ld  and  silver  bullion,  agreed  to,  864. 

Collection  of  revenue ,    (See  Revenue  CoL'eetion  bill, ) 

Columbia  aflTairs.     (See  Dittrici  of  Columbia. ) 

District  of  Columbia,  affairs  of,  1812. 

Doddridge,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  his  death  announced,  818. 

Doubtful  powers,  a  verbal  report  thereon  by  Mr.  Daniel, 
1902. 

Duties,  a  bill  to  exempt  certain  articles  of  merchandise 
from  duty,  944. 

Duties  on  hardware.     (See  Hardware.) 

Enforcement  bill,  motion  to  print  additional  copies  of  the 
report,  1675;  agreed  to,  1685. 

Federal  courts,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  what  regulation  is  necessary  to 
reduce  the  annual  expense  of  holding  said  courts, 
agreed  to,  870. 

Florida  claims,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabitants 
of  East  Florida,  998;  the  first  section  htruck  out, 
1009. 
the  bill  again  brought  up,  1685;  bill  recommitted, 
1688. 

Frontiers,  a  bill  for  the  defence  of,  was  taken  up,  1727, 
and  agreed  to. 

Geological  surveys,  a  resolution  proposing  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to 


aid  the  Topographical  Bureau  in  making  a  jiiine- 
raloglcal  and  geolc^ical  map  of  the  UaSedStatei^ 
1723;  agreed  to,  1725. 

Harbor  bill,  a  bill  making  appropnations  for  canrsf  cm 
certain  works  heretofore  comaeieEiced,  (er  tbe 
improvement  of  harbors  and  rivexsySu:-,  1321 1 
passed. 

Hardware,  a  resolution  instructing  tbe  Committee  of  Wns 
and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  cxpediencT  of  re- 
pealing certain  duties  thereon,  1747,  1748. 

Lands,  public,  resolutions  proposing'  to  reduce  the  price 
of,  &c.  837i  subject  considered,  873s  hid  on  the 
table,  893. 
settlers  on,  a  bill  to  extend  tbe  prortakiBs  of  tbe 
act  of  1807,  to  prevent  Bettlementa^  &c.,  rep«t- 
ed  1743;  committed,  1747. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the  miiumsm  ptkt  of 
the  public  lands,  1904;  bill  passed,  1920. 

Land  claims,  a  bill  to  prevent  the  confirmation  of  fnadu- 
lent  land  claims  was  reA:jTed  to  the  JodicaiT 
Committee,  873. 

Land  offices,  a  bill  to  change  the  location  of  ccilaio  iaad 
offices,  976;  ordered  to  be  engroBsed^ 

I«and  reports,  a  resolution  directing  the  Clerk  oliheBmae 
to  cause  to  be  collected,  arranged^  tad  prarted 
for  the  use  of  the  House,  such  of  zferepeds  of 
the  several  boards  of  commissioQcni  !ub.m  ^  ^ 
adjudication  of  land  claims,  in  thescvtnl  SUtes 
and  Territories,  which  were  adverse  to  chim- 
ant<>,  which  have  not  heretofore  been  pnnteC. 
with  a  suitable  index,  1727;  rejected,  1731. 

Lent,  James,  jr.,  a  member  from  New  York,  bis  doth  as- 
nounced,  and  resolutions  entered  into  fer  his  i& 
neral,  1762. 

Lien  laws,  a  bill  giving  to  the  workmen  in  tbe  Distnctcf 
Columbia  a  lien  upon  houses  which  they  build, 
870;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  872, 

Lyon,  Matthew's,  fine,  a  bill  to  refund  it  to  hb  legal  re- 
presentatives, 1010;  bill  taken  up  for  coasadera- 
tion,  1654. 

Macomb,  General,  a  bill  for  his  relief;  tbe  biQ  taken  cp 
for  its  third  reading,  917;  postponed  Ibr  a  acck, 
918;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ciaiauy  ^8, 

Massachusetts  resolutions  on  the  tariff.     C$ec  TTarig'.) 

Members,  a  list  of,  818. 

Ministers  to  France,  the  President  requeiiledtocQfmiMiir- 
cate  the  instructions  given  to  Ihenk  Sai^agretti 
to,  837. 

Naval  service,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  cf  ti- 
sidered,  1665;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  1673. 

Ohio,  falls  of,  petitions  for  the  improvement  of,  835. 

Order,  points  of,  discussed,  950,  1225,  1270,  liH, 
1290, 1515, 1521, 1567, 1634,  1661,  1662,  \W9, 
1701,  1729, 1757, 1759, 1760, 1822,  1823, 1324, 
1920,  1923. 

Postage,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  tie 
Post  Office  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  rates  of  postage,  927- 

President  of  the  United  State?,  his  message  at  the  opents*; 
of  Congress.     (See-^/?en<i«.) 
veto  of  the  harbor  bill,  819. 
message  dissected  and  referred,  822;  subject  R- 
sumed,  864. 

presidential  election,  the  electoral  votes  counted,  1721. 

Public  printer,  election  of,  1726. 

Revenue  laws,  a  memorial  praying  for  relief  under  thefi, 
834. 

Revenue  collection  bill,  reported,  1655;  Uken  up,  1611 . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1897;  passed.  IaC 
See  also  1939.  * 

Rochambeau,  Marslial  Count,  a  letter  from  General  L»- 
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fareUe,  with  a  petition  from  the  g^nddaughters 
of  the  Marshal,  praying  for  compensation  for 
services  performed  by  their  grandfather  to  the 
United  States,  1763. 

Salt  duty,  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  rock  salt  manu- 
factured tn  Maine,  1156;  referred,  1157. 

Sergeant-at-arms,  Thomas  B.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  ap* 
pointed,  822. 

Settlers  on  public  lands.      (See  Lands.) 

Silk  culture,  a  resolution  for  procuring  copies  of  the  man- 
ual on  silk,  introduced,  1762;  agreed  to,  1763. 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  memorial  from 
Pennsylvania  fur  its  abolishment  therein,  1584: 
referred,  1585. 

South  Carolina  convention,  a  resolution  calling  on  the 
President  for  a  copy  of  his  proclamation,  and  qf 
the  ordinance  of  South  Carolina,  to  which  it  re- 
fers, 916;  rejected,  917. 
message  from  the  President,  communicating  the 

nullifying  ordinance,  &c.,  1082. 
resolution  requesting  the  President  to  commtmicate 
what  evidence  he  may  have  to  authorize  the  be- 
lief that  the  Government  and  people  of  South 
Carolina  meditated  the  taking  possession  of  the 
forts  of  the  United  States,  1763;  laid  on  the 
table,  1764. 

Southern  assay  offices,  a  bill  to  establish  assay  offices  in 
the  gold  region,  886;  bill  laid  aside,  890. 

Standing  committees  appointed,  821. 

Surplus  revenue,  a  resolution  proposing  to  distribute  the 
surplus  revenue  amongst  the  several  States,  1054; 
the  House  refused  to  consider  the  proposition. 

Tariff,  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
on  reducing  and  altering-  certain  duties,  926. 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  ordered 

to  be  printed,  1902. 
a  bill  to  reduce  and  otherwise  alter  the  duties  on 
imports,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  958;  tariff  bill  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  with  instructions  to  report 
Mr.  Clay's  bill  from  the  Senate  in  its  stead,  1772. 


Tariff,  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  a  list  of  articles  on  which  the  reduction 
of  six  millions  of  duty  may  be   made,   1089; 
agreed  to,  1273. 
memorial  and  resolutions  from  Massachusetts  on  the 
tariff,  1478;  discussed,  1522;  motion  to  reconsi- 
der, 1564;  motion  withdrawn,  1578. 
Taxation  and  the  tariff,  Mr.  Burges  moved  a  preamble 
and  resolutions  on  tliese  subject?,  955;  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed,  957. 
Treasury,  Secretary  of,  his  annual  report,  820. 
Tribunal  for  claims,  a  resolution  for  instructing  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  to  report  on  the  expediency  of 
establishing  such  a  tribunal,   957;  agreed  to, 
958. 
Veto  of  the  harbor  bill,  819. 
Watervliet  arsenal,   the  proposed  appropriation  for  it, 

1764. 
WicklifTe*.',  Mr.,  address  to  the  editors  of  this  work  on  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker  on  a  point  of  order, 
1823. 
Yeas  and  nays,   on  resolution  touching  the  Chickasaw 
treaty,  854,  878. 
on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  calling  for  a  list 

of  members  appointed  to  Congress,  910. 
on  the  resolution  as  proposed,  911. 
on  a  call  for  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion, &c.,  in  relation  to  South  Carolina,  917. 
on  considering  a  proposition  to  distribute    the 
surplus    revenue  amongst  the    several  States, 
1054. 
on  a  resolution  calling  for  information  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  tariff  question, 
1273. 
on  questions  on  the  Uriff  bill,  1664,   1730,  1753, 

1754,  1755,  1779,  1810. 
on  the  bill  for  selling  the  stock  of  the  United  States 

Bank,  1722. 
on  the  revenue  collection  bill,  1896,  1897. 
passage  of  the  land  bill,  1920. 
report  of  the  Bank  committee,  1936. 
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Adams,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  our  relations  with 

Buenos  Ayres,  900. 
on  appointment  of  members  of  Congress,  906,  907. 
resolutions  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  lYeasury 

for  tariff  information,  16^90,  1117,  1133,  1175, 

1228, 1478,  1527,  1564,  1572,  1577. 
on  abolishing  shivery  in  tlie  District  of  Columbia, 

1585. 
on  the  tariff  bill,  1609, 1616,  1640, 1810, 1817. 
on  making  naval  appropriations,  1673. 
East  Florida  claims,  1686. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1818. 
the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 

Manufactures,  1865. 
on  ordering  the  printing  of  do.,  1902. 
Alexander,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  the  Massachusetts  re- 
solutions touching  the  tariff,  1568,  1640. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Lyon, 

1654. 
Anderson,  Mr.,  from  Maine,  on  making  appropriations  for 

the  navy,  1665,  1666. 
Angel,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  Matthew  Lyon's  fine, 

1012. 
Appleton,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  tariff,  1194, 

1431,  1433,  14H  1579,  1580,  1634. 


Archer,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  establishing  Southern  as- 
say offices,  888. 
on  our  relations  with  Buenos  Ayres,  901. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1083,  1086,  1087. 
East  Florida  claims,  1687. 
tariff,  1729. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1761. 
Arnold,  Mr.,  from  Tennessee,  on  the  nullifying  ordinance, 
1083,  1089. 
tariff,  1303,  1696,  1699,  1700. 
enforcement  bill,  1676. 

revenue  colleciion  bill,  1757,  1759,  1767, 1811. 
the  culture  oF  silk,  1762. 
Ashley,  Mr.,  from  Missouri,  on  the  tariff  bill,  1635. 
Banks,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tariff',  1529. 
Barbour,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  District  of  Columbia  af- 
fairs, 1815. 
Barringer,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  appointment  of 
members  of  Congress,  910. 
on  Matthew  Lyon's  fine,  I0I8,  1020,  1022. 
on  the  tariff,  1616, 1637,  1734,  1750. 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  1654. 
Bates,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  tariff,  1478,  1655, 
1664,  1762,  1809. 
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Bates,  Mr.,  from  Maine,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
840. 

asylum  for  deaf  and  dumb,  899. 

the  tariff;  1659,  1655,  1808. 

the  revenue  collection  bill,  1771. 
Beardsley,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  tariff*,  1574, 1634, 
1636,  1655. 

revenue  collection  bill,   1653,  1771,  1819,  1821, 
1898. 
Bell,  Mr.,  from  Tennessee,  on  asylum  for  deaf  and  dumb, 
896,  897. 

on  the  nullifvinr  ordinance,  1088. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1653,  1755,  1756,  1761, 
1769,  1812,  1817,  1885,  1897. 

enforcement  bill,  1676,  1680. 

the  tariff*  bill,  1699. 

arsenal  at  Watervliet,  1765. 
Blair,  Mr.,  from  South  Carolina,  on  Southern  assay  of- 
fices, 920. 

the  tariff;  1738,  1748. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1771,  1772,  1819,  1855, 
1887. 
Boon,  Mr.,  from  Indiana,  on  lowering  the  price  of  pub- 
lic lands,  873. 

the  revenue  collection  bill,  1766. 
Bouldin,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  establishing  Southern  as- 
say offices,  888. 

the  tariff,  1580, 1695,  1729. 

on  the  enforcement  bill,  1675. 

on  the  revenue  collection  bill,  1898. 
Branch,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  appointment  of 
members  of  Congress,  908. 

making  naval  appropriations,  1667,  1668,  1675. 
Briggs,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  tariff,  1034. 
Burd,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  changing  location  of 
land  ofliccs,  1055. 

District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1813. 

on  the  tariff,  1739,  1742. 
Burges,  Mr.,  from  Rhode  Island,  on  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  832. 

appointment  of  members  of  Congress,  905. 

remission  of  duties,  952. 

Matthew  Lyon's  fine,  1011. 

the  tariff,  1066,   1225,   1358,  1574,  1580,  1616, 
1780,  1793. 

nuUif>'ing  ordinance,  1086. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1321. 
Cambreleng,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  Bank  of  United 
States,  830,  859,  840,  851,  852,  855,  858,  861, 
863. 

establishing  Southern  assay  offices,  887. 

asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  890,  892. 

the  reduction  of  postage,  939,  942. 

nullifying  ordinance,  1083. 

tariff;  1339,  1434,  1574,  1579,  1581,  1635,  1638, 
1692,  1696,  1701,  1732,  1751. 

making  naval  appropriations,  1668. 

the  enforcement  bill,  1680,  1681. 

the  printing  of  land  reports,  1728. 

District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1815. 

repealing  certain  duties  on  hardware,  1748. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1760,  1817. 
Carr,  Mr.,  from  Indiana,  on  improving  the  falls  of  the 

Ohio,  835. 
Carson,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  establishing  South- 
ern assay  ofRces,  886,  887,  888,  919. 

on  the  nullifying  oi*dinance,  1084. 

on  the  tariff,  1290,  1291,  1699,  1700. 

making  naval  appropriations,  1671. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1766,  1812,  1821,  1822, 
1823,  1824,  1825,  1885,  1897,  1898. 

District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1813,  1816. 

the  tariff,  1808. 


Chandler,  Mr.,  from  New  Hampshire,  on  the  tariff;  1^31. 
Choate,  Mr.,  from  Maasachasetts,  ob  the  tuHi,  1064. 
Clay,  Mr.,  from  Alabama,  on  reducing  price  of  pubk 
lands,  8S7,  874. 
asylum  for  deaf  and  dumb,  898,  899,  900. 
the  tariff,  1433,  1701,  1751. 
the  culture  of  silk,  1762. 
land  bill,  1904. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  from  Georgia,  on  establiibing  Southentt. 
say  offices,  887,  888,  922. 
appointment  of  members  of  Congrns*  903. 
the  Massachusetts  resolutions  toucl^g  the  tariff, 

1569. 
the  tariff*  bill,  1582,  1583. 
revenue  collection  bi]l,1761,1767,]830, 1839,1896. 
Coke,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  estabtidiing  SondiemaiBr 
offices,  890. 
the  revenue  collection  bill,  1823,  1834^  1898. 
Connor,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  redudiigthe  nlo 
of  postage,  929. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1813 . 
Coulter,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  nnllifynig  oidl- 
nance,  1084,  1088. 
the  enforcement  bill,  1678. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1771,  1897. 
Craig,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  reduction  of  poib^,  933. 
on  Matthew  Lyon's  fine,  1012. 
on  the  nulUfying  ordinance,  1087. 
on  abolishing  slavery  in  the  iMslrict  «f  Gahmbia, 

1585. 
on  the  tariff;  1655,  1693,  1762. 
on  the  enforcement  bill,  1685. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1813,  1814. 
revenue  coUection  bill,  1758,  18961,  1896. 
Crawford,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  taiHf  IhH,  990, 

1729. 
Daniel,  Mr.,  from  Kentucky,  on  Bank  of  United  States. 
848,  862. 
referring  a  portion  of  Preadent's  mcHue,  865. 

868,  869. 
Matthew  Lyon's  claim,  1030,  1023. 
the  enforcement  bill,  1676, 1684. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1758^  1759,  1767,  1811, 

1812,  1822,  1825,  1876. 
the  tariff;  1793. 
Davis,  Mr.,  from  South  Carolina,  on  Matthew  Lyon's  fine, 
1012. 
resolution  calling  on  the  Prestdent  forthecwidemce 
which  led  him  to  believe  thai  SotMh  CacoEsia  in- 
tended taking  possession  of  Unlfced  SUfties  locts, 
1763. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1768»  1897. 
Davis,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  a  resolution  touchinr 
the  tariff,  1522,  1572,  1574^  1576^  1581. 
on  the  tariff  bill,  1638,  1660,  1688,  1692,  ITOC. 

1740,  1743,  1773. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1772. 
Day  an,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  tarifiT,  1655. 
Dearborn,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts^  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  847. 
establishing  Southern  assay  offices^  889. 
reduction  of  postage,  939. 
remission  of  duties,  944. 
Matthew  Lyon's  fine,  1011. 
the  tariff,  1044,  1681. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1084. 
making  navsa  appropriations,  1665,  1668,  1665. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1813. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1814. 
repealing  certain  duties  on  hardware,  1748. 
arsenal  at  Watervliet,  1765. 
Denny,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tariff.  1142L  laL«4» 
1635,  1636,  1792. 
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Dickson,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  UrifT,  1729,  1779. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1760,  1761. 
Drayton,  Mr.,  from  South  Carolina,  on  remission  of  duties, 
954. 
on  Matthew  Lyon's  fine,  1010. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1085,  1089. 
on  the  tariflTbill,  1609,  1616,  1681,  1693. 
the  enforcement  bill,  1681. 
Duncan,  Mr.,  from  Illinois,  on  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, 1727. 
on  public  lands,  1743,  1904. 
Ellsworth,  Mr.,  from  Connecticut,  on  the  Bank  of  the 
t      United  States,  847,  863. 
on  establishing  Southern  assay  offices,  889,  919. 
the  UriflT,  1022,  1638. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1084. 
the  revenue  collection  bill,  1653,  1759,  1760. 
the  enforcement  bill,  1677. 
Evans,  Mr.,  from  Maine,  on  the  tariff,  1635,  1640. 
Everett,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  asylum  for  deaf 
and  dumb,  893,  896,  898,  899. 
on  reducing  the  rate  of  postage,  927, 934,  943. 
on  the  nullifying  ordinance,  1084. 
on  the  tariff,  1226, 1580,  1635, 1636,  1705,  1735. 
on  a  resolution  relative  to  do.,  1524. 
Everett,  Mr.,  from  Vermont,  on  the  tariff,  1228,  1574, 

1637,  1654,  1655,  1731,  1750,  1778. 
Foster,  Mr.,  from  Georgia,  on  referring  a  portion  of  the 
President's  message,  866. 
establishing  Southern  assay  offices,  888,  889,  890, 

918,  919. 
appointment  of  members  of  Congress,  901,903,908. 
on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  943. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1653,  1759,  1767,  1865, 

1897,  1898. 
the  enforcement  bill,  1676,  1682. 
the  tariff,  1772,  1791. 
Gilmore,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tariff,  1078. 
Gordon,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  the  revenue  collection 

bill,  1653, 1767,  1897. 
Grennell,  Mr.,  from  Massachuietts,  on  making  naval  ap- 

propriatiuns,  1672. 
Hall,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  the  tariff,  1738. 
Hawes,  Mr.,  from  Kentucky,  on  the  revenue  collection 

bill,  1822. 
Hiester,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  abolishing  slavery  in 

the  District  of  Columbia,  1 584. 
Hoffman,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  Bank  of  United  States, 
831. 
appointment  of  members  of  Congress,  906. 
reducing  rates  of  postage,  931,  937. 
remission  of  duties,  944,  945. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1086. 
resolution  calling  for  information  on  tariff,  1091, 

1116,  1226,  1264. 
on  the  tariff  bill,  1574,  1638,  1692,  1817. 
making  naval  appropriations,  1665, 1666,  1675. 
announced  the   death  of  his    colleague,    James 

Lent,  jr.,  1762. 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, 1865. 
Horn,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tariff,  1636. 

repealing  duties  on  hardware,  1747. 
Howard,  Mr.,  trom  Maryland,  on  establishing  Southern 
assav  offices,  889,  890. 
on  the  tariff,  1424,  1564,  1634,  1637,  1730. 
making  naval  appropriations,  1674. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1816. 
Hubbard,  Mr.,  from  New  Hampshire,  on  making  naval 
appropriations,  1672. 
on  the  tariff,  1704. 
Huntington,  Mr.,  from  Connecticut,  on  Southern  assay 
office?,  925. 


Huntington,  Mr.,  onthetorxff  bill,  964, 1636, 1706, 1761, 
1780,  1809. 
repealing  certain  duties  on  hardware,  1748. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1755. 
Ihrie,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tariff  bill,  1635. 
Ingersoll,  Mr.,  from  Connecticut,  on  sale  of  Government 
stock,  823,  1714. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  852. 
remission  of  duties,  947. 
the  tariff  bill,  977,  1574,  1637. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1086. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1822. 
Bank  report,  1926. 
Irvin,  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  reducing  price  of  public  lands, 
838. 
fraudulent  land  claims,  873. 
asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  893,  898. 
changing  location  of  land  offices,  1055. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1088. 
the  tariff,  1681,  1696,  1700. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1757,  1758,  1811. 
[sacks,  Mr.,  from  Tennessee,  on  appointment  of  members 
of  Congress,  905,  909. 
on  the  tariff,  1704,  1731. 
the  printing  of  land  reports,  1728. 
the  revenue  collection  bill,  1761,  1851. 
Jarvis,  Mr.,  from  Maine,  on  the  tariff,  1558,  1635,  1640, 
1730. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1812,  1814,  1816. 
Jenifer,  Mr.,  from  Maryland,  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SUtes,  843. 
asylum  for  deaf  and  dumb,  900. 
Matthew  Lyon's  fine,  1015. 
the  Uriff,  1135,  1616,  1634,  1791. 
abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  1535. 
Jewett,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  tariff  bill,  1634. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  from  Kentucky,  on  Matthew  Lyon's  fine, 
1013,  1020. 
on  the  nullifying  ordinance,  1087. 
Kennon,  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  appointment  of  members  of 
Congress,  906,  908. 
the  tariff,  1056,  1092. 

on  resolution  calling  for  information  on  the  ta- 
riff question,  1269. 
Leavilt,  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  the  tariff,  1600. 
Letcher,  Mr.,  from  Kentucky,  on  the  tariff  bill,  1772. 

on  revenue  collection  bill,  1897. 
McDuffie,  Mr.,  from  Sotith  Carolina,  on  referring  a  por- 
tion of  President's  message,  870. 
on  the  nullifying  ordinance,  1085. 
on  the  tariff,  1291,  1731,  1809. 
on  the  enforcement  bill,  1685. 
revenue  collection  bill,   1771,  1811,  1812,  1835, 

1903. 
District  of  Columbia  Affairs,  1815. 
Bank  report,  1932. 
McKcnnan,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  asylum  for  deaf  and 
dumb,  900. 
on  the  tariff,  1 655. 
Mardis,  Mr.,  from  Alabama,  on  public  lands,  838,  1919. 
East  Florida  claims,  1636. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1770,  1811. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1813,  1815. 
Marshall,  Mr.,  from  Kentucky,  on  the  tariff,  1640. 
Mason,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  asylum  fur  deaf  and  dumb, 
899,  912. 
on  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 1*585. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1812,  1814,  1815. 
land  bill,  1920. 
Mercer,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  the  sale  of  Government 
Ptock,  822,  823. 
on  Hank  of  United  Stntes,  863. 
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Mercer,  Mr,  on  referring  a  portion  ofPresident'smesiage, 

865. 
District  of  Columbia  aflfairi,  1815. 
the  revenue  collection  bill,  1824. 
Muhlenberg,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tarifT,  1299. 
Nelson,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  the  tariff,  1640. 
Pat  ton,  Mr.,  from  Virginia,  on  the  tarifT  bill,  16l9,  1651. 
Pearce,  Mr.,  from  UlioJe  Island,  on  theUrifT,  1492, 1575, 

1635. 
Pendleton,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  tariff,  1637, 1664, 

1808. 
Plummer,  Mr.,  from  Mississippi,  on  fraudulent  land  claims, 
873. 
on  public  lands,  1744,  1904,  1919,  1920. 
Polk,  Mr.,  from  Tennessee,  on  Bank  of  United  States, 
833,  840,  849,  851,  1707. 
referring  a  portion  of  President's  message,  868. 
reduction  of  postage,  943. 
the  tariff,  1162,  1225,  1574,  1636,  1761. 
a  resolution  relative  to  do.,  1526. 
reported  a  bill  for  sale  of  bank  stock  of  United 

States,  1707;  his  speech  on  do.,  1713. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1898. 
report  of  the  minority  on  the  Bank  United  States, 

1902. 
land  bill,  1920. 

agreeing  to  the  report  on  the  Bank,  1922. 
Reed,  Mr.,  from  Massachusetts,  on  reduction  of  postage, 
932. 
on  the  tariff.  1176,  1640,  1761. 
Root,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  public  lands,  838,  1920. 
on  Bank  of  United  States,  862. 
on  the  lien  bill,  871. 
establishing  Southern  assay  offices,  886,  887,  894, 

920. 
deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  912,  916. 
amending  the  constitution,  940. 
reduction  of  postage,  943. 
Matthew  Lvon's  fine,  1015. 
the  tarifT,  1103, 1573, 1574, 1635,1636, 1655,1656. 
on  the  culture  of  silk,  1762. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1862. 
RomkII,  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  the  tarifT,  1637,  1639. 
Semmes,  Mr.,  from  Maryland,  on  the  lien  bill,  871. 
asylum  for  deaf  and  dumb,  899. 
the  tarifT,  1575,  1636,  1639. 
making  naval  appropriations,  1669. 
Shepard,  Wm.  B.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  the  tarifT, 

1434. 
Slade,  Mr.,  from  Vermont,  asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
899. 
on  the  tariff,  1454,  1664. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  heii-s  of  Matthew  Lyon,  1654. 
Sutherland,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,   on  the  lien   bill, 
872,  1636. 
on  the  revenue  collection  bill,  1761. 
on  the  tarifT,  1804. 
Speight,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  referring  portions 
of  the  President's  message,  822,  823,  865. 
in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  824, 

841,  843,  862. 
on  the  lien  bill,  871. 

on  proposed  amendment  to  constitution,  899. 
appointment  of  members  of  Congress,  904. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1088. 
the  tariff,  1225,  1639,  1748,  1749,  1809. 
making  naval  appropriations,  1672. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1756,  17579^^67. 
the  land  bill,  1905. 
Stewart,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  864. 
on  referring  a  portion  of  the  President's  messs&re, 
867,  869. 


Stewart,  Mr.,  on  the  nuUifying  ordinaaee,  10S4. 

resolution  concerning  tariff,  1118, 1131,  1270. 
the  UrifT,  1575, 1583,  1664^  1751,  17»5. 
the  enforcement  bill,  1677, 1684^  1665. 
land  bill,  1920. 
Taylor,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  Florida  chimin  993 
on  Matthew  Lyon^s  fine,  1010. 
East  Florida  claims,  1686. 
the  UrifT,  1731,  1772. 
the  arsenal  at  Watervliet,  1765. 
Thomas,  Mr.,  from  Maryland,  on  the  Bank  of  tke  Un'td 
States,  845. 
on  the  tarifT,  1639,  1640. 
Thomas,  Mr.,  from  Louisiana,  District  of  Cohnoba  if- 
fairs,  1816. 
on  the  tarifT,  17S9. 
Thompson,  Mr.,  from  Georgia,  on  revenue  coilrctJoo  biQ, 

1760. 
Vance,  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  the  deaf  and  doinb  asvkw 
bill,  916. 
changing  location  of  land  offices,  1055. 
making  naval  appropriations,   1666^  1671,  1574, 
1675. 
Verplanck,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  coflfingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate,  944. 
remission  of  duties,  944. 
on  the  tariffbill,  962,  1121,  1225,  1356^  16S& 
revenue  collection  bill,  1817,  1832. 
report  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  SfiAe^  tS^ 
general  appropriation  bill,  1921. 
Vinton,  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  asylum  for  toS  and  donb, 
895,  896,  911. 
the  tarifT,  1273, 1290, 1291, 1575,  163^  1732,1749. 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthev  Ltcw, 
1654. 
Ward  well,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  tarilT,  lfi37, 1639, 
1681. 
District  of  Columbia  aifairsi,  1812. 
Ward,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  as)'luin  for  Ike  deaf  aai 
dumb,  890. 
the  tariffbill,  1585. 
arsenal  at  Watervliet,  1764,  1765. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1897. 
Washington,  Mr.,  fVom  Maryland,  on  the  lien  Kll,  871. 
District  of  Columbia  afTairs,  1813,  1814^  1816. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1921. 
Watmough,  Mr.,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  Blaiik  ofUBired 
States,  833,  840,  841,  853,  861^  86^. 
on  the  tariff,  1290,  1291,  1637. 
making  naval  appropriations,  1668, 1675. 
selling  stock  of  Bank  of  the  United  States,  1716. 
Wayne,  Mr.,  from  Georgia,  on  the  Bank  of  United  Stales, 
824,  826,  832,  842,  862. 
on  the  nullirying  ordinance,  1083,  1085, 
the  tarifT,  1568, 1681, 1697, 1701, 1706, 1728, 1752. 
1741. 

revenue  collection  bill,  1755,  1757,  1758,  176%, 

1768,  1812,  1823, 1939. 
on  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  South  Carolina,  1764. 
the  Bank  report,  1935. 
White,  Mr.,  from  Florida,  on  fraudulent  land  claims  873. 
Florida  cUims,  998,  1685,  1686,  1687. 
the  printing  of  land  reports,  1728. 
hind  bill,  1904. 
While,  Mr.,  from  New  York,  on  the  tarifT,  1157.  1564, 

1575, 1639. 
Whittlesey,  Mr.,  from  Ohio,  on  the  enforcement  biB, 
1685. 
on  selling  the  slock  of  Unite<l  States  Bank,  17'2J 
District  of  Columbia  afTairs,  1813,  1814,  1815 
revenue  collection  bill,  1766, 
the  Bank  report,  1935. 


nVDSX  TO  TRfi  APfZKSnC. 


ix 


Wickliffe,  Mr. ,  from  Kentucky,  on  Buik  of  United  States* 

834,  830,  839,  851,  852,  858,  860. 
on  fraudalent  land  claims,  873. 
on  amendment  to  the  constitution,  893,  894. 
i^lum  for  deaf  and  dumb,  896. 
appointment  of  members  of  Congress,901, 902, 907. 
remission  of  duties,  944,  953. 
changing  the  location  of  certain  land  offices,  976. 
Massachusetts  resolutions  relatlFC  to   the  tariiT, 

1526, 1527,  1571, 1576. 
on  the  tariff  bUI,  1638,   1640,  1681,  1699,  1701, 

1707,  1731,  1749,  1762,  1772,  1773. 
making  naval  appropriations,  1665,  1667. 
East  inorida  claims,  1686. 
selling  the  bank  stock  of  the  United  States,  1707. 
Ksolution  proposing  a  publication  of  land  reports, 

1726. 
District  of  Columbia  affairs,  1813. 
public  lands,  1743,  1744^  1904. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1756,  1757,  1767,  1768, 

1772, 1817, 1818, 1823, 1825, 1896, 1897, 1898. 


Wickliffe,  Mr.,  on  arsenal  at  Watervliet,  1764, 1765. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1921. 
Wilde,  Mr.,  from  Georgia,  on  reducing  the  rates  of  post- 
age, 930.  » 
changing  the  location  of  certain  land  offices,  9. 
the  nuUifying  ordinance,  108C  1084,  1085, 1087. 
the  tariff,  1225,  1249,  1356,  1600,  1637,  1664, 

1705, 1741. 
the  Massachusetts  resolutions  on  do.,  1478, 1522, 

1524, 1527,  1«77. 
revenue  collection  bill,  1755. 
Williams,  Mr.,  from  North  Carolina,  on  public  lands,  837» 
838,  874,  876,  879. 
asylum  for  deaf  and  dumb,  899. 
remission  of  duties,  954. 
the  nullifying  ordinance,  1086, 1088. 
the  Uriff,  1810, 1811. 
^       revenue  collection  bill,  1766,  1811. 
YdUng,  Mr.,  frsm  Conn|cticut,  on  the  tariff,  1413. 
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ACTS  OF  CONGRESS. 

An  act  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of 
(tevernment  for  the  year  1833,  and  for  certain 
expenditures  of  1832,  1. 

making  appropriations  for  the  revolutionary  and 
other  pensioners  for  the  year  1833,  1. 

making  appropriations  for  carrying  on  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  for  1833,  1. 

to  establish  a  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, 1. 

to  explain  an  act  to  reduce  the  duties  on  coffee, 
tea,  and  cocoa;  passed  in  1830,  2. 

to  amend  an  act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  to  set 
apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
and  olive;  passed  in  18^1,  2. 

to  amend  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  revolution,  2. 

for  the  further  improvement  of  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  2. 

for  the  payment  for  horses  and  arms  lost  in  the 
militaiy  service  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Indians,  2. 

for  the  purchase  of  certain  copies  of  Watterston 
and  Van  Zaadt's  Statistical  Tables,  and  to  au- 
thorize a  subscription  for  a  continuation  of  the 
same,  3. 

making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  1833,  3. 

making  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities^  and 
other  similar  objects,  for  1833,  4. 

to  authorize  the  Ia3ring  out  and  constructing  a 
road  from  Line  creek  to  the  Chattahoochee,  and 
for  repairing  the  road  on  which  the  mail  is  now 
transported,  5. 

to  authorize  the  Lefnslature  of  Ohio  to  sell  the 
land  reserved  for  the  support  of  religion  in  the 
Ohio  Company  and  J.  C.  Symmes*s  pur- 
chases^ 5. 

further  to  extend  the  fine  for  entering  certain  do- 
nation claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sai^  5. 

for  nuiking  Calais  and  Pembroke,  in  Maine,  ports 
of  delivery,  5. 

making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  or  Government  for  the  year  1833,  6. 

rei.  IX.— / 


An  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1833,  and 
all  other  t^xs  imposing  duties  on  imports,  10. 

making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  Department 
for  ttie  year  1833,  11. 

further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports,  12. 

to  explain  and  amend  the  18th  section  of  an  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  actif  imposing  du- 
ties on  imports;  approved  the  14th  July,  1832,  13. 

making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  purposes,  for 
the  yeir  1833,  14. 

making  appropriations  for  the  ei^;ineer  and  ord- 
nance departments,  16. 

making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  for  the  year  1833,  17. 

to  explain  and  amend  the  act  to  alter  and  amend 
Uie  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports; 
passed  July  14,  1833,  so  far  as  relates  to  hard- 
ware, and  certain  maimfactures  of  copper  and 
brass,  and  other  articles,  18. 

making  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  certain 
fortifications,  18. 

for  improving  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers  in 
the  Territories  of  Florida  and  Michigan,  and 
for  surveys  and  other  purposes^  18. 

in  relation  to  the  Potomac  bridge,  18. 

to  improve  the  navigation  of  uie  Potomac  river, 
between  Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  and  for 
other  purposes,  18. 

in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  gradual  improvement 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  18. 

to  improve  tne  condition  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  arm/  and  marine 
corps  of  the  United  States^  and  to  prevent  de- 
sertion, 19. 

making  appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain 
works  heretofore  commenced  for  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors  and  rivers,  and  also  for.  contin- 
uing and  repairing  the  Cumberland  road, 
and  certain  Territorial  roads,  19. 

making  appropriation!  for  the  public  buildings, 
and  for  other  purposes,  20. 
*    for  the  constraction  of  a  road  from  the  Mississippi 
river  to  William  Strong's,  on  the  St.  Francis 
river,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  20. 

prolonging  the  second  session  of  the  fiflh  Legisla- 
tive Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  20. 
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An  aot  in  addition  to»  and  in  alteration  of,  an  aot  vesting 
in  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington  all 
the  rights  of  the  Washinaton  Canal  Company, 
and  for  other  purposes,  30. 

establishing  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  at  the 
Tillaf;e  of  Fall  river,  in  Masaachusetts,  and  dis- 
continuing the  office  at  Dighton,  21. 

to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
ezckftnge  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  navy 
~      "  ■        ^  lands  contiguous 


yard  at  Brooklyn,  for  other 
thereto,  31. 
the  more  perfect  defence  of  the  fivntiers,  31. 

to  create  sunary  new  land  offices,  and  to  alter  the 
boundaries  of  other  land  offices  of  the  United 
SUtes,  21. 

making  provision  for  the  publication  of  the  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  American  Revolution, 

declaring  the  assent  of  Congrew  to  an  act  of  Hie 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  Virginia,  hereafter  re- 
cited, 33. 
to  secure  to  mechanics  and  others  payment  for 
labor  done,  and  materials  furnished  in  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  35. 

to  authorize  the  county    commissioners  for  the 
coun^  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  to 
^    enter  a  fractional  au^rter-section  of  land  for  a 
seat  of  justice,  and  for  oth^  purposes,  35. 

authorizing  an  alteration  in  the  election  districts 
for  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  25. 

supplementary  to  an  act  concerning  a  seminary  of 
learning  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  approved 
March  7,  1827,  25. 

supplemental  to  the  act  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in  Missouri,  36. 

authorizing  the  removal  of  the  office  of  surveyor 
general  of  public  lands  south  «f  Tennessee,  36. 

gratiting  certain  lots  to  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Georgetown  College,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  26. 

to  amend  an  act  to  p^nt  a  quantity  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  uding  in 
openin|^  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Illinois 
rivef  with  those  of  lake  Michigan,  and  to  allow 
further  time  to  the  State  of  Ohio  for  commencing 
the  Miami  canal  from  Dayton  to  lake  Erie,  36. 

to  incorporate  the  Geoiyetown  Free  School  and 
Orphan  Asylum,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  36. 

to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  the  public  surveys  to  be  connected  with 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  27. 

further  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Canal 
Commissioners  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  37* 

prescribing  the  mode  by  which  patents  for  public 
lands  shall  be  signed  and  executed,  37. 

to  reyive  the  act  supplementary  to  the  several  laws 
lor  tlie  sale  of  public  lands,  38. 
r  to  establish  a  town  at  St.  Mark's,  in  Florida,  38. 

granting  an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  the 
location  of  revolutionary  bounty  land  warrants, 
28. 

to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Sd  of 
March,  1807,  to  prevent  settlements  being  made 
on  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  au- 
thorized by  law,  98. 

to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  concluded  at  Naples  on  the  14th 
October,  1833,  39. 

to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 


ArkaoMs  to  sell  the  land  gisnted  tonidTeirv 
tory  by  an  act  of  C<ingraii|)pnmd  iheljtk 
of  June,  1832,  and  for  other  purpoiciiS. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  ud  oipbmof  the 
officers  and  seamen  who  were  kit  in  tbeCnilid 
States'  schooner  Sylpb,  30. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  delivery  of  ceitiia  pipmii 
the  Demrtment  of  State  to  Ae  coonnes 
for  settling  claims  under  tbetrettj  vithFract, 
of  the  2d  February,  183S,  Sa 

in  relation  to  the  execution  of  theictaippleiia 
tary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  ceinio  simiii| 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  rerolutkiB,  30. 

for  the  relief  of  sundry  ownen  ofTesKbnkfcr 
the  defence  of  Baltimore,  30. 

authorizing  the  Secretary  of  Wir  to  comet  or 
tain  mistakes,  30. 

providing  for  the  continuaUon  of  Gilei  &  Satm'i 
CompSation  of  State  Papen,  SO. 

to  place   thirty  copies  of  the  Dipkntic  Ccit- 
n>ondence  of  the  Amencta  Renkta  H  tbe 
disposition  of  the  Secretsr?  of  Stite,  ^. 
Adams,  Mr.,  his  report  on  the  tsrift  (leetsi/) 
American  commerce,  spoliations  od,  303. 
Army,  (see  Mepori  of  the  msjor  genenL) 

(see  BoMi  of  the  quartemnstcr  fM) 

enlistment  of  minors,  GenenI  lta«?  jf 
on,  and  a  bill  to  iraprorc  thcasitaoi  J* 


rank  and  file  of  the  army,  91. 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  Mr.  VerptocVi  rep* « 

the  majority  on,  64.  a^i^i  tf 

Mr.  Polk's  report  of  the  miiwrity  on  tbcWj^ 

Do.  npplflwWi  ^ 

correspondence  with,  respectiiij  the  thw  P«J 

cent,  stock,  103.  ^^  j 

Consular  establishment,   a  report  of  tbe  wmj 

SXtiXt  in  relation  to,  1».  ^^ 

Debt,  Mr.  R.  If.  Johnson's  report  ajdbiDoDtliew 

ment  of  imprisonment  foi^». 
Engineer,  chief,  report  of,  (iee  rtptrli) 
Finances,  state  of,  (see  rtpcrti')  . 

Foreign  ReUtiona,  (see  Praidenftmt0^«^  ^^ 
Frendi  spoliations,  a  message  from  tbe  ?«». 

sundry  documents,  302.  j  t^^' 

Gold  and  «lver  bullion,  reUitiTe  ^,^2^1.-1, 
Gratiot,  Brigadier  General,  letter  to  the  PK8K» 

tion  to  the  harbor  bill,  61.      ^^  ^43, 
Gnindy,  Mr.,  his  report  on  w*"*^  *  ^  MbW 
Half.pay,  bounty  lands,  Stc,  docuncBU  « tae  i«i"/-' 

Harbor  bill,  (see  veto,  and  Gwnd  Or^*  "^ 

Prtndent.)  ^  ^^iinlhe.tll'' 

Indians,  Northwestern,  Schoolcrsft'irepo^"'.  j^ 
Interest,  a  bill  to  settle  the  claims  of  SWes  n^ 

during  the  war,  (see  vdo-)  | 

Johnson,  Mr.  R.  M.,  {ste  rmnerahpj         ^^ 

report  on  imprisonment  for  ^^^ 
Johnson,  Judge,  of  Arkansas,  chsrgesaj" 
Live  oak,  Secretary  of  the  Nsvy'irepf?  ^"^ 
Major  general  of  the  army,  (see  rqfen»') 
Members  of  the  two  Houses,  a  fwt  o^.  jt^nson'*  ^ 
Mineralogy  and  geology,  (Mr.  R  *• 

thereon,)  62. 
Minors,  enlistment  of,  (see  army.)  -jitjie^^ 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  director  of.  on  wc 

of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  98. 

Navy,  SecreUr}'  of,  his  «P<»»^»  ff?.T^tes(>«*^ 
Polk,  Mr.,  reports  on  the  Bank  Unrt^''^>  ^       , 
Postmaster  General,  his  report,  (»**27,.i,i(M«»^' 
President  of  the  United  States'  ines»r  »' 
Congress,  2. 
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Prendenf 8  reto  on  the  harbor  bin»  (see  veto,) 

mtamge  on  intercourse  with  foreign  nation^  85. 
messftge  in  relation  to  Soath  Carount,  with  sundry 

docuoents,  145. 
message  on  Frendi  spoliations,  with  documents, 
202.  ,  • 

Quartermaster  general,  (see  rq^orU,) 
Report  of  the  Secrediiy  of  War  at  the  opening  of  the 


Secretary  of  Navy,  do.,  15. 

Postmaster  Genml,  do.,  19. 

major  general  of  the  army,  do.,  21. 

quartermaster  general,  do.,  24. 

chief  engineer,  do.,  25. 

Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  do.,  33. 

on  mineralogy  and  geology,  (by  Mr.  R.  M.  John 

son,)  62. 
on  nve  oak,  bv  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  117, 
in  relation  to  tne  consular  establishment  of  United 

States,  129. 
on  the  reduction  of  postage,  143 . 


Report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  144. 
ScnDolcrafifa  reporion  the  Northweetern  Indians,  110. 
Seciretaky  of  Stage's  report  on  forogn  relations,  85. 
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